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First  and  Seconp  Volumes, 

b 

CONTAINING  THE 

b 

FOUR  EVANGELISTS. 

b 

T  HE  knowledge  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  fo  necejfary  to  make  us 

wife  unto  falpation,  - thm*  faith  tnChrift  Jefus,  that  it 
ought  to  have  an  uppermofl  place  in  our  daily  t bought s  and 
defires ,  and  in- all  our  aims  at  keeping  up  vital  religion  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  and  clofct’s  and  in  the  whole  of  our  ccnverfathn  in  the  world . 
And  as  Jhe  facred  hiftory,  contained  in  the  four  evangelifls,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  birth ,  life-;  dijcourfes  and  prayers,  miracles ,  death 
and  refitrrc6l\on,cf the  great  Redeemer,  carries  the  bigbejt  evidence 
of  the  truth  and  excellence  of  the  ChriJIian  religion;  and  as  it 
leads  us  to  the  foundation  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel  which 
were  afterwards  more  fully  revealed ;  it  is  of  great  importance  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  theft  parts  of  the  oracles  of  God.  I  have 
t  her  fore  jet  them  in  as  plain,  prattled  l,  and  Evangelical  a  light, 
as  [  can  ;  and  have  neither  refufed,  nor  confined  niyfelf  to,  helps 
of  ancient  or  modem  date,  while  my  grand  dependence  has  keen 
on  affift antes  from  above  ;  nor  have  l  defignedly  flipt  ever  any 
thing  that  I  take  to  be  the  truth  of  the  gfpel,  or  given  a  wrong 
turn  to  Jb  much  as  one  pajfdge  in  the  whole,  eitlser  from  a  defire 
of  pleafing,  or  a  fear  if  offending,  much  lefs  from  an  inclination 
to  dijoblige,  any  party  of  men  whatfoeoer. 

Though  feme  inconveniences  attend  the  paraphrajHc  way  of 
interpretation ,  there  are  advantages  in  it  that  amply  make  amends 
for  them  t  The  true  conssehUon  may  therein  be  mod  eafily  dif covered, 
and  faife  ceHftruftioris  detected ;  and  the  expiai ned  text  may  be 
read  in  a  regular  /erics,  in  much  lefs  time  than  mofl  of  the  admi¬ 
rable  expofitions  which  abound  amongfl  us  ;  they  are  generally  too 
long  for  any  csmfiderablc  number  of  verfis,  with  their  explication , 
to  be  read  at  once,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  perfonal  or  jbctal  devo¬ 
tion,  even  on  the  Lard’s  day. 

In  this  Paraphraie,  I  have  endeavoured  to  eamprife  all  the  fertfes 
that  feetn  probable  to  me,  and,  moflly,  to  keep  up  the  order  of  the 
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ftrueral  parts  of  the  text  it f elf;  and  the  whole  is  difpofcd  in  futb  a 
manner ,  as  may  at  once  tinfwer  the  defign  of  a  Commentary  art^ 
Annotations,  with  practical ,  and  fomettmes  critical  enlargements , 
in  a  continued  thread  of  djftourfe,  without  any  other  breaks  than 
of  the  chapters  and  verfes  then  fives.  Far  tins  purpofe  /  have 
drawn  as  much  as  l  could  into  toe  paraphrafe,  to  fave .  notes ,  be - 
caafc  they  are  feldotn  turned  to  by  the  bulk  of  comtnon  Cbriftians, 
and  cannot  be  fo  well  read  out  to  compary  in  due  connection :  And 
where  Notes  Jeemed  mcejfary  to  fupport  the  given  ferfe,  or  to  add 
things  that  could  not  be  brought  into  the  parapbraftic  form  with¬ 
out  snaking  it  too  tedious ,  /  have  laboured  to  render  them  intelli¬ 
gible, ,  not  only  to  the  learned,  but  iikewife  to  the  Engliih  reader , 
for  whofe  benefit  the  whole  of  this  work  is  chiefly  intended. 

Wjiew  the  fame  things,  for  fiibftance,  are  recited  in  two  or 
more  of  the  evangelifts,  I  have  attempted  to  reconcile  feeming  con¬ 
tradictions  ;  and,  as  often  as  it  appeared  to  be  of  any  great  mo¬ 
ment  ^  to  adjujl  the  harmony :  Arid  inftead,  of  tranferibing  from  a 
former  gpfpel  when  the  fame  things  occur  in  another,  I  have  taken 
feme  pains  to  alter  the  phrdfes,  and  to  fet  the  fame  thoughts  in 
different  views,  and  with  various  enlargements ;  for  this,  under 
the  Spirit* s  guidance  and  influence,  may  be  more  likely  to  ftriie  the 
mind ,  and  to  afford  profitable  and  delightful  entertainment,  than 
if  juft  the  fame  ideas  were  to  be  repeated,  and  reprejented  in  the 
fame,  turn  of  exprejfien.  -  Thefe  parallel  places  arc  often  to  be found 
in  Matthew,  Mark,  and  Lake :  But  the  greateft  part  of  John 
is  in  a  manner  a  gofpel  by  itjelf,  containing  new  particulars  re¬ 
lating  to  the  fame  grand  fubjetl .  And,  as  this  divine  biftcrian 
wrote  la  ft ,  be  not  only  fupplies  ivhat  the  others  bad  omitted  ;  but 
the  gofpel-difpsnjatiim  being  then  further  advanced ,  and  feveral 
errors  broached  in  oppffition  to  it,  7  cannot  help  cbjerving,  that 
he  recites  more  of  the  evangelical  parts  of  John  tne  BaptiflV  tefti- 
vimy,  and  of  our  biffed  Lord? s  difeeurfes  and  prayers,  and  exhi¬ 
bits  things  of  that  nature  in  a  ftronger  light ,  than  they  bad  done 
who  wrote  before  him .  And,,  with  a  view  cor refpandent  to  this, 
I  have  ventured  to  break  fo  far  in  upon  the  ft riileft  rules  of  para¬ 
phrafe ,  as  feme  rimes  to  infirt  pajfages  from  the  Afts  and  the  E  • 
fifties,  the?  they  were  written  after  the  days  of  Chuffs  mini  ft  ry 
on  earthy  that  I  might  take  the  advantage  of  New  Teftament 
light  when  it  canie  to  jhine  with,  brighter  glory  ;  and  might  ex¬ 
plain. things  in  the  language  of  the  imyQboft ,  by  whom  afl ferip- 
(ure  was  infpired,  thd  feme  of  tbofe  things  were  not  fo  well  un- 
derftood  in  their  full  evidence  and  extent  when  they  were  fir  ft  de¬ 
livered  : 
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liver  cd :  dad)  for  the  like  reafon ,  7  have  given  an  interpretation 

if  fucb  things  as  our  hi:  fed  Lord  did  not  think  proper  at  that  time 
to  explain ;  and,  to  enliven  the  reading,  have  often  anticipated  his 
own  explication  <f  parables.  See  the  note  on  Mat*  xii'i.  3, 

Every  one  who  hath  any  acquaintance  with  the  Creek  lan¬ 
guage,  knows,  that  fevered  particles ,  (fuch  as  Xffty  it)  and  “*,)  in 
profane  as  well  as  f acred  writers ,  are  of  divers  acceptations ,  the 
determinate  fenfe  of  which  is  to  be  learnt  from  the  coherence  of  the 
difewrfe.  Thus  *«  and  a  are  often  put  promifcuoufly  one  for  the 
other,  as  appears  by  comparing  the  fame  difeourfes  in  different 
gofpels.  k«*  is  frequently  ufed  for  but,  yea,  even,  yet,  &t .  as 
well  as  and ;  a  for  and,  then,  yet,  &c.  as  well  as  but ;  and 
«  for  then,  now,  &c,  as  well  as  therefore  :  And  all  thefe  are 
fometimes  particles  if  tradition  ;  and  at  others  expletives ,  (as 
*>■;««,  it  came  to  pafs,  alfo  is .)  See  Blackwell’*  Sacred  Claf- 
jicks,  Vol.  i;  p.  143.  &c.  and  Whitby’*  notes  on  John  xvii,  1 1 , 
&  Rom.  vi.  1 1 .  7  therefore  give  fucb  a  fenfe  of  tbefe  fmall  words 
as  I  apprehend  may  befl  preferoe  the  connexion  ;  and  when  there 
is  any  departure  from  our  translation,  the  Greek  is  ufualfy  infer  ted* 
as  it  likewife  is  in  other  inflames ,  that  it  may  be  inflead  of  notes, 
for  men  of  letters  to  fee  the  word ,  and  judge  about  its  force :  And 
when  the  connexion  would ■  be  rather  dijlurbed. ,  than  improved ,  by 
giving  the for  mentioned  and fucb  like  particles  anyplace  in  our  idi¬ 
om ,  /  look  upon  them  as  pleonaflic ,  and  leave  them  out .  And  thd 
Wv,  behold,  may  fometimes  be  allowed  to  be  expletive  ;  yet  it  feems 
to  me,  that  it  ts  mofl  frequently  ufed for  emphajts  fake ,  and  to  a- 
waken  attention ;  accordingly  l  have  mofl  commonly  given  it  a  cafl 
of  that  kind. 

Several  Greek  words ,  and  citations  of  other paffages  tf fc rip- 
ture ,  and  references  to  notes ,  are ,  to  fave  room,  inclofed  in  pa¬ 
rent  hefes  in  the  beefy  f  the  paraphrafe  \  and  fo  they  may  be  eajtly 
faffed  over  in  reading ,  and  confulted  at  leifwre  as  occqfions  require, 
/spreading  to  a  foamy,  it  may  be  beft  to  omit  them  \  but  in  retire¬ 
ment ,  every  one  may  take  the  method  that  pleafes  him  mofl. 

As  to  what  I  call  Recolle&ions,  becaufe  they  fam  up  in  a  pa¬ 
thetic  and  practical  flrain  the  principal  things  contained  in  the 
chapter ,  they  are  generally  longer  or  Jborter  m  fame  proportion  to 
the  variety  and  importance  of  the  preceding  contents ;  and  7  hope 
the  parts  referred  to  may  be  eafily  difeerned ,  though  they  are  not 
recollelLd  exactly  according  to  the  order  in  which  things  are  laid 
down  in  the  feveral  chapters ,  but  are  forted  together  in  fitch  a 
manner  as  learned  moO  convenient  for  a  fhrt  and  ns-/;*;*  difesurfe, 
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And  when,  infer  ret  or  family  exertifes  of  religion,  there  may  mt 
be  time  enough  for  going  through  the  paraphrafe,  the  recollections 
at  a  medium  m.iy  be  read  in  two  or  three  minutes,  and  the  tongeft 
of  them  in  four  at  mod;  and  may  be  of  good  ufe,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  for  exciting  pious  affections  after  reading  the  chapter  iifodf, 
and  may  throw  fane  light  upon  it.  But  f  hope  frequent  opportuni¬ 
ties,  efpecially  in  the  chfot,  maybe  found  tbm go-  through  a  middling 
chapter,  with  the  paraphrafe  and  recolle&tons,  which  may  be  dip- 
patched  in  lefs  time  than  a  fermon  of  common  length:  Andf  would 
beg  ledtit  to  point  out  the  Lord*s-day  evenings,  as  proper  fated 
feajbns,  for  this  way  of  reading  the  ward  of  God  in  Chrijliaa  fa¬ 
milies,  that  they  may  be  led  into  a  familiar  and  ivtprefirve  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  his  mind  and  will  therein,  apd  that  the'  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  houfobold  may  be  brought  up  in  the  nurture  and  admo¬ 
nition  of  the  Lord . 

F  Have  long  wijbed  for.  a  work  of  this  nature  to  be  undertaken 
by  fane  better  hand;  but  hearing  of  no  fitch  defogn  being  on  foot  by 
any  one  what  fever,  /  was  perjuaded  by. Jever&I  friends,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  fet  dbfut  it,  at  leijiirc  moments,  in  its  prefont  form,  as  Gcd 
might  enable  me,  fevered  years  ego :  And  /  truft  it  has  net  been 
altogether  without  fitch  divine  ajfifi antes  as  have  given  me  great 
fleafotre ,  and fome  religions  improvement,  in  compofmg  it. 

And  tir  t)\fTjiy  friends,  whofe  favour  f  own  with  gratitude , 
have  far  exceed'd  my  expectations  in  fo  readily  encouraging  this 
fereice  of  their  own  accord ;  /  would  hope  itjsiay  he  a  token  for 
good,  that  God  will  own  it  with  fome  degree  of  trfefulnefs,  for 
fpreading  the  favour  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrijl,  where  it  comes, 
mtwithjfandiag  all  the  defeats,  which  l  am  fenfiblc  mafi  be  many, 
that  attend  it. 

1  have  fo  much  exceeded  the  propped  member  of  Jbeets,  that, 
for.  the  bookfellerV  fake,  feveral  things  mujl  be  left  out  that  were 
defigned  for  the  preface:  And  therefore  I  jball  only  add ,  that  as, 
if  T know  myfelj,  l  have  uprightly  intended  this  labour  for  the  glo¬ 
ry  of  the  great  Lard  of  all ,  and  for  the  good  <f  the  prefent  and  ri- 
fag  generations,,  without  anf  fortifier  views, '/  new  humbly  lay  it 
at  his  feet ,  looking  up  to  him  for  a  biejfohg  upon  it,  that  fit  ritual 
■fruit  may  abound  to  the  account  of  many,  and  that  it  may  turn  to 
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EX  P  O  S  IT  I  O  N 

O  F  T  H  K 

Evangdiff  M  A  T  T  H  E  W, 

Ini  the  form  of  a  Paraphrase. 

r 


Tiit* 

Tub  book  of 
the  genera¬ 
tion  of  Jefij* 
ChriA,  the  Son 

of  Peril  the 
of  AMum* 


CHAP.  I. 

ChriJF s  linragt  from  Abraham  by  Jofepb,  1,-17.  -Stf  conception 

and  birth ,  18,-25. 

Tb”*  Paraphrase. 

T*h*  genera-  A  ®  the  Old  Teftamept  begins  with  ad  account  d£ 
tk»oofjefiu  the  creation  of  thi9  world }  &  it  is  proper  to 

*j*f_  ^°°  "*■  "**"  introduce  tbe  Nra>  Teftament  with-  a  narrative 
ar*u!.~  n  of  the  genealogy  and  birth  of  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to 

the  flefli,  in  the  line  of  \  Jofeph  his  reputed  father  ;  by 
which  it  appeaHf  .that  the  great  Head  and  Author  of  a 
yet  more  glorious  and  abiding  creation  was  the  legal  feed 
‘  of  David,  who  fhoiild  ,6t  on  his  Fathers  throat ,  (Luke  i. 
32.)  |  and  of  Abraham,  in  vhem  all  nations  avert  ti\  be 

bleffed  *, 

NOTE. 

f  This  genealogy  is  given  in  the  line  of  not  eaGly  he  reroartd,  they  rather  afleft  the 
yojiph,  beaofe  Chnft  ms  born  of  the  vir*.  Jrmfi  tahlfct,  thtn  any  point  of  our  filth  t 
gin  Alary  in  lawful  wedlock  with  him ;  ac-  For  the  mngelirts  herein  only  aft  the  pare 
eordinriy  the  Jtvn  'Commonly  accounted  of  hiftoruns,  letting  down  tbe  genealogies 
and  caSed  him  TafrftA’*  foa.  And  as  it  was  a*  ther  flood  in  ihofe  nubile  aod  allowed  re- 


and  called  him  Jofeph't  (ba*  And  as  It  was 

a  rule  with  them  to  reckon  genealogies  by 
the  family  of  the  father;  <b  thfa  account 
of  Chrift** pedigree,  by  from  Ahrz* 

km  and  £>avtSt  was  ■  fitf&detu  proof  of 
hi*  defeeur  from  them  by  hi*  mother,  too, 
bceaufe  fifiph  and  Mary  really  were  of  the 
lame  tribe  and  family,  as  appear*  by  tbefa 
going  \o  the  hmt  city  of  D#vid$  Vb.  Btih- 
Uhm,  to  be  taxed,  Inlfc  ii.  4,  j,  And  the 
genealogy  in  hi*  mother  t  line  fa  alio  given 
by  she  CTangeUft  Laht  chap.  in*  Sec  the 
note*  thett. 

Bot  it  would  cany  til  beyond  the  nature 
and  compels  of  .  my  defign  to  enter  Into  all 
the  particular  dWictilttes  which  attend  thefe 
fevenlly,  and  a*  compared  with  each  other* 
Tbe  enemies  of  Cbriftiamty  have  ftarted  and 
urged  them ;  and  many  learned  men  have 
libonrtd  with  good  fuettfi  in  accountiog 
for  them.  Bat  if  there  were  any  that  could 

VoU  X.  Fs  n 


For  jhe  mngetifb  hefria  only  ad  the  pare 
of  hiftoriarts,  letting  down  tbe  genealogies 
a*  they  flood  in  thole  public  and  allowed  re¬ 
cord*;  and  therefore  they  were  to  take  t ben* 
as  they  found  them.  Nor  was  it  needful  that 
they  Jhonld  be  InfpUed  u>  corr&tl  the  mi* 
ftakts*  if  there  were  any  ;  for  thefe  actoumi 
fcfficiemiy  anfwer  the  end  for  which  they 
arc  recited,  a*  they  unquestionably  prove 
the  grand  point  in  view,  viz*  That  Chrift 
fa  of  the  family  from  whence  tbe  ptomiled 
feed  was  to  Ipring :  And  they  had  more 
weight  with  the  Jfutt  for  this  purpofc,  than 
if  any  alterations  had  been  made  by  Ixiipi- 
nthm  itfclf ;  for  fneh  alteration*  would  on¬ 
ly  have  introduced  tndlrft  dlTpotcfl  between 
them  and  the  diftiples  of  our  JUnd,  to  no  ad¬ 
vantage.  It  was  therefore  high  It 'prudent  it* 
the  fimd  writer*,  to  avoid  all  foeftfi  jor- 
and  8tC.  fir  tkty  are  ttttprv* 

Jplahfeand  vain.  Tit.  ill.  p.:  And  for  rhe  like 
reifon*,  it  becomes  a*  to  avoid  caption;  biqov1 

iki  about  thtuft  ■ 

(A  •  A* 


2  Evangtfifi  Matthew  paraphrafcd.  Ch.  u 

bUftd  *,  (Gen.  Txiu  iB.)}  and  lb 'his  lineage  Hands  in 
the  following  order. 

*  Abraham  be-  2  Abraham  was  the  father  of  ffaao,  rind  Ifaac  of  Jacob, 
itiuc,  and  l-  anll  Jacob  of  Judas  and.  his  brethren. 

U3f  begat  Jacob, 

and  Jacob  begat 

Judas,  and  luc 

j  And  judas  3  Juiat  had  Pbares ,  and  Zara,  by  Tbamar  or  7 a- 
**&«*  Phares  and  mar  .  p far  it  was  the  father  of  Ezrom,  and  Ezrom  of 

Zara  of  Thimar,  . 
and  Pham  begat  dirOtH* 

Efom,  and  £- 
from  begat  A- 


um< 

4  And  Amt  be- 
fyt  Annmdab,  Jc 
Amhudih  begat 
Kwflun,  widVi- 
aiton  begat  Sat* 


if  Aminadab,  and  jfminadab 
Salmon- 


'  5  And  Salmon  r  Sri/mon  izd  Bocz  \yyRtubab  or  Rahah,  and  Booz  had 

fir'aSdSwt  0hed  by Rtab> aad  ob£d  was  **  fether  of 

gat  O  bed  of  Rath, 
and  Obcd  begat 
Jcflc. 

6  And  jede  5  jej/e  was  the  father  of  king  David,  and  king  Da- 
k2£  SToJrid  vid °f  Solomon  by  Bathjbcba,  who  had  been  the  wife  of 

the  ling  begat  So-  U rial* 
lomoo  of  her  ibof 
had  bdf*  tha  vtift 
of  Urias, 


>  And  Solo-  «  Solomon  was  the  hither  of  Roboarn  or  Reboboam,  and 
SiMi,baS  Ro*  Roboam.  of  Abia,  and  Abia  of  A/a, 

baun  begat  Abia, 
and  Abia  begat 
Ab. 

*  A?d  A<»  tx-  8  /Ufa  was  the  father  of  Jofapbat  or  Jshofaphat,  and 

jrfsphatbcvujo'  J/faphat  of  Joram  or  Jthoram,  and  from  t  jww*  was 
ram,  and  janm  lineally  defeended  Ozias  or  Uzziab. 

begjt  Oai 


0  AodOiiasbe- 
g-U  Jtaiham,  and. 

Joa- 


1  , 

9  Ozias  was  the  father  of  Joatlam  or  Jotbam,  and 

Joaibam 


MOTES. 


*  At  this  evazgf&j 7  wrote  particularly  for 
the  u&  of  the  J«m*  be  carriet  his  geu calo¬ 
ry  no  further  back  than  to  Dn-uid  and  Abrs- 
Xiw  ;  for  thU  fiif&cfeftily  aa/wercd  his  cud, 
which  was  to  prove,  that,  according  to  the 
fcnpturet  of  UK  GW.TdUment’  and  their 
cwji  expeditions,  Chrift  defeended  from  both 
theje  eminent  men.. 

,  f  Adriii,  Tarjb,  and  AvutzUh)  were  in- 
tenncdine  dtfcncUnts  between  JViowflt  and 
Vziiab*  Bat  it  ww  iifad  vkh  the  7f^  ft* 
/peak  of  remote  pofterity,  their 

atKtilors ; .  accordingly  the  progeny  of 


ki<th}  after  fcvcral  generation*,  were  called 
the  fi&$%  that  fimii  ijfut  fr$m  #mt  which  bt 
jb$utAbr£*i%  (Ha.  sxmx.  f,)  And  either  the 
three  above-mentioned  pcr&nt  were  not 
found  in  the  J/irijt  public  genealogies  of  the 
king*  of  Judah ;  or  ihe  evangelist,  defigniag 
for  memory's  fake  to  Call  .ChriiFs  ancestors 
into  three  fourteens,  might  thufe  to  omit  the 
offspring  of  the  deie(fab)i£^f/£<j&j£  bi  the 
third  generation ;  Jhc  having  been  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  jfhabt  and  wife;  and  having 

introduced  jibab\  idolatry  iotp  the  family  of 
D*vio\  a  Kings  vm>  iSt4p* 

J  Among 


Ch.  i.  The  EtoangeUJi  Matthew  faraphrajkd.  3 

joiitga  hty^A-  Joatbam  ci  Acbaz  or  Abetz,  and  Acbaz  of  Ezekiat  or 

ssar  . 

10  Afttf  10  Eztkias  was  the  father  of  McnaJJis^  aod  Manafftt 

kki  benx  Mamf-  of  Amcmy  and  Atom  of  JoJuu. 

ics,  and  Mua£  -  ^  * 

fie  begat  Aaioo, 
u«l  Aaon  bent 
Jofiu* 

it  Aid  jofias  it  Jofias  waa  the  father  of  cr  Jiboiathim 

Um Jccbomuft  and  his  brethren^  ahont  the  time  that  the  7«w  were 

iui  - brefbitii  ^  *  j  *  T  .*  *  v  n  r  t 

boDithttiatethef  «rned  into  captivity  in  Babylon. 

were  carried  a* 


way  to  Babylon* 

ii  And  after 
they  were  brought 
to  Babylon,  Jc- 
chonlu  bent  3a- 
luhicl,  and  Sait* 
tbklbcnr  Zoro 
bbeK 

13 'And  Zoro- 
babel  befit  A- 
btiul,  tidAbuid 
bmt  Eliakiin,  8t 
EluJun  begat  A* 


1 2  And  after  they  were  carried  captive  into  Babylon, 
Jecboniat  had  Salatbiel,  who  was  the  father  of  Zero- 
babtl. 


IJ  Zarababelvas  the  father  of  Abiud,  and  Abiad  of  Z- 
Bakim,  and  Eliabim  of  Azor.  - 


t 


wr, 

H  And  Anr 

begat  Sadne,  and 
Stone  bmt  A- 
ddmjJuMAduni 
begat  Etiud. 

t$  And.  EH- 
ud  begat  Ekaur, 
and  Ekaar  begat 
Mattban,  8c  Mat- 
than  begat  Jacob. 

16  And  Jacob 
bcgit  Jokpb  the 
bulband  Of  Ma¬ 
ry,  of  whom  waa 
born 


u 


n  Teftitfe  who 
fitted  Guilt* 


14  Azor  was  the  father  of  Sadoe,  and  Sadoc  olAcbim , 
and  Acbim  of  Eliud. 


tj  Eliud  was  the  father  of  Eleaxor ,  and  E lento?  of 
Matthau,  and  Matthau  of  Jacob. 


16  And  Jacob  was  the  father  of  Jo/efh,  who  was  the 
hufband  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  Lord,  Jtfefh  having 
been  lawfully  married  to  her  before  the  time  of  her  deli¬ 
very;  and  the  child,  which  fhe  brought  forth,  was,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  admonition  of  the  angel  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned,  (vei.  21.)  called  Jefuty  he  being  that  Savigur, 
who  is  properly  ftyled  the  Meffiab,  or  tbeCbrift ;  the  firft 
of  which  in  the  Hebrew,  and  the  lid  in  the  Greek,  figni- 
fies  the  anointed,  becaufc  God  anointed  him  to  his  office 

17  Ac- 

N  O  T  E. 


J  Among  the  anceftor*  of  Chrift,  In  the  boro,  Gti r.  nxyHL  17^-39*  And  perfcapi 
dire£t  fisc  of  defeent,  ftvcrel  Other*  nt  na-  to  lhcw  that  tbe  Ba&yfvmjb' captivity  made  no. 
med.  ludalf%  brethren  aiT  mentioned  with  alteration  in  the  htereft  that  the  fever*!  fa* 
him,  (ear.  2*)  to  encourage  the  faith  and  mitie*  of  the  tribe  of  jfaife&hadm  car  Lord, 
hope  of  the  other  tribe*  defended  from  tbe  brethren  of  Jtchffas  arc  mentioned  with 
them,  that  though  they  were  not,  ftrifUy  him, 

fpcajungt  our  Lord1*  ancestor* ;  yet  be  was  VTe  may  like  wifi  ob&ra,  that  among  tbe 
bom  a  &rionr  to  them,  as  well  as  to  thofi  of  aoetftore  of  our  Saviour,  there  are  only  four 
the  tribe  of  Jidak.  And  for  a  like  reribit,  women  recorded.  Two  of  ibefe  were  C?«- 
Zjtv  of  Thawar,  a  twin-brother  of  Hits  ;  Rahabt  vbo  was  a  and  a 

is  memiooed  iriltkhira,  (ter.  j.J  though  tbe  harlot ;  aud  $utbr  who  was  a  MoeiiUfst 
birth ‘right  fdl  to  Pfurtu  he  hetng  the  fix  it-  (ver*  s*}\  to  give  an  oily  intimation,  that 

p.  t.  A  a  Chrilt1* 


Chap,  1. 


from  David  until 
the  carrying  a* 
wy  into  Bilnr- 
1?D,  (zrf  fourteen 
generation*:  end 
ftora  the  carrying 
away  into  Baby¬ 
lon  unto  Chriti, 
nr*  fourteen  ge* 
turariont*'-  .  . 

tfr  No*  the 
birth-  of L  Jefuc 
Chriltmiob  this 
wifi;  When  as  hi* 
mother  Mary  w A 
dpou&d  to  Jo- 
feph,  before  they 
came  tvgy<  her^  Ate 


ding  to  this  genealogy  of  the  bleffed  Jefiu, 
are  caft  into  f  three,  fourteens,  which  ran 
three  famoes.periods  of  the  riftne *  thfc  t>ro- 

ftatc 


4  The  Ewmgediji  Matthew  paraph, 

ij  S»  all  the  1 7  Ac« 

E3Sf„^  -Went 

VU,  n'T  fourteen  through  tJH  _  ^ 

Jttrauh  and  declining  fateef  the  fevijb  church  and 
nation :  The  firft  fourteen  were  under  the  government 
of  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  judges*  from  Abraham  to 
Davids  the  fecond,  under  lungs,  from  David  to  die 
Babjhmifb  captivity  >  and  the  third,  under  captains  and 
priefts,  from  the  captivity  to  the  birth  of  Chrift,- inclu¬ 
ding  him  as  one  of  the  lift  fourteen. 

1 8  Now,  as  to  the .  conception  and  Urth  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  following  things  are  very  remarkable.  After 
his' mother  Mary,  according  to  the  euftom  of  the  Jrwf, 
was  contra&ed  with  Jofepb  hy  foiemn  promiles  before 
witneft,  that,  Cod  willing,  they  would  marry  one  ano¬ 
ther  in  proper  time,  Ihe  appeared  to  be  with  child j 
which,  in  faQ,  was  by  a  mintulous  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  before  ever  they  were  a&tully  married,  or 
came  together  as  man  and  wife  j  but  was  after  the  con¬ 
tra  £1,  to  fave  her  character  from  reproach. 

19  Hereupon  Jofephy  her  efpoufed  hulband,  not 
knowing  how  this  came  to  paft,  was  greatly  perplexed; 
for  he  was  a  holy  good  man,  who  durft  not  marry  an 
adulterds,  and  yet  was  not  willing  to  expofe  her  to  open 
Aiame  and  danger  of  being  pm  to  death  *,  whom  be  fo 
tenderly  loved,  and  always  believed  to  be  a  virtuous 
young  woman :  He  therefore  thought  it  beft  to  break 
off  the  contrail,  in  as  filent  a  manner  as  poffible,  with¬ 
out  giving  his  reafon  for  it. 

•  ao  But  whilft  he  Was  contriving  this  matter  in  his 
mind,  a  furpriCng  and  feafbnable  occurrence  prevented 
him  $  for  an  angel  of  the  Lord  evidently  appeared  in  a 

fuper- 


ip  Then  Jo- 
feph  her  hatband 

bring  a  juft  MOT, 
and  not  willing  to 
make  her  a  pu¬ 
blic  example,  wax 


minded 


eotoptft 
uwy  privily. 


ber 


*io  Bot  while 
lit  thqpght  on 
Ibek  things,  be¬ 
hold. 


NOTES* 

'Ofrift*s  folrKion  (braid  mci^  to  the  <?»■  fa  meant  JthuOim,  the  Grit-bora  of  Jofies  ; 
hits  j  end  that  there  could  be  no  juft  objec«  ant  that  the  Jetbeiw  mentioned  (ver*  n.) 
bob  to  this,  Snce  Gtajitn  were  among  the  wts  JtkohimC*  ibo,  Who  bent  SoUttuI 
anevfton  from  whom  be  fprang.  The  other  while  he  was  fa  Jbtylto  ;  And  io  this  Jr* 
two  women  taken  norirc  of  were  Tbainer%  ch&nkt  being  taken  into  die  tccooot  of  the 
(w,  3-)  and  Vri«b*§  wife,  (ver.  tf.);  who  fall  ferier,  makes  it  cxuftly fourteen.  Bet  if 
true  both  idultercflcs,  and  feem  to  be  par-  any  Arnold  not  be  folly  iatbfied  with  this 
ticufariy  mentioned  in  Chrift’*  pedigree,,  to  foluttan,  Dr  Ufbtfwt  tells  ui,  that  h  ms  a 
Chew  bow  deep  an  humiliation  he  luhmkted  euftom,  yea  almou  an  axiom,  fa  the  Jtwijk 
to,  and  how  near  he  came  to  the  Bko ttfs  tf  ichooU,  to  deduct  things  and  no  m  hen  to  the 
Jivful  fltfi  wlihont  bring  defiled  by  it ;  and  very  feme  when  they  were  hear  alike ;  Aod 
to  ihe  w  ‘what  riches  of  grace  the  chief  of  flu-  he  redtes  fcveral  examples  of  it.  Bee 
Der*  may  hope  to  obtain  through  frith  in  and  IjgMfiofs  Hsr*  Rdr. 
him,  who  derived  hss  humsn  nature  Jrom  '  ^nder  the  law  of  Moles,  a  virgin  be* 
fome  ihat  had  been  cxctoliog  rile.  trothed  was  oiled  the  wile  of  him  to  whom 

.  t  the  foregoing  lift  of  names,  one  (he  was  efpou&d;  and  was  to  be  ftooed  to 
to  be  wanting  to  eoiupteic  The  death,  if  Jhe  voluntarily  ky  with  another 
fourteen*  Tn  anfrerto  this,  l)r  lus  Den/.  tiiL  13,  14* 

fov  nailar^c,  that  by  fahTwai  (m*  11*) 


%  The 


Ch 


hold,  the  mgd  of 
the  Lori'tfjpar* 

cd  Dito  him  in 

a  dneii.fiylog, 
Jo&ph  3l«l  fofl 
«fDiTtd|hvoot 
to  ukt  onto  thee 


JSr  J5o uageii/l. '  Matthew  far  of  hr aj 

fupematural  dream,  (which  was  one  t( 
waling  hw  mind  to  the  ancients,}  and  fp 
this  manner :  Jo/kph*  thou,  defeendent 
he  Mcflhb  is  to 


5 


Mvt  thy  wife; 

form 


conceived  In  her, 
it  of  the  H0E7 
Ghoft. 

a*  And  (he 

{ball  bring  forth 
a  fon>  and  thma 
{hdioll  |uf  naotc 

Jribs;  far  be  (hill 
five  his  people 
from  their  fins. 


a  a  (Nov  all  this 
va  done*  that  it 

misfit  be  fulfilled 
which  vu  fpokm 


whom  the  McfSah.is  to  derive 'his  birth,  be  no  longer 
afraid  to  have  Mary  for  thy  married  wife,  nor  to  take  her 
home  10  thine  houfe  $  for  foe  has  not  been  guilty  of 
k  «hkh  is  adultery,  as  thou  art  apt  to  fufpeft,  but  the. child  (lie  has 

conceived  is  begotten  in.jier,  not  after  a  carnal  manner, 

ulous  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 
gone  her  full  time,  foe  (hall 
be  delivered  of  a  fon  j  and  thou,  as  his  legal  father 
(halt  give  him  the  name  Jefut  t  For  he  (halt  be  indeed 
the  Saviour,  who  is  to  rife  up  in  the  family  of  Davids 
and,  according  to  his  name,  (hall  fave  his  people,  not 
in  their  (ins,  but  (hall  deliver  them  from  all.  their  ini* 
quities,  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  by  the  power 
of  his  Spirit  that  (hall  attend  his  word..' 

23  Now  all  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  did  herein,  was  de- 
figned  to  be,  as  it  really  was,  an  exaft  and  literal  accom¬ 
pli  foment  of  that  remarkable  4  prediction,  which  God 
finite  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  (chap.  vii.  14.) 
laying, 

23  “  Behold  with  admiration,  faith  and  joy !  a  vir¬ 
gin,  one  who  never  knew  man,  (hall  be  with  child,  and 
foalMiring' forth  a  fon,  whofenarae  (hall  be  called  Ema¬ 
nuel)  which,  in  the  Hebrews  language,  fignifies  God 
•with  us,  This  name  (hall  exprefs  what  he  really  Is, 
viz ,  The  Son  of  Cod,  who,-  being  in  this  wonderful 
way  united  with 'the  fon  of  man,  (hall  be  in  very  truth 
bom  God  and  man,  to  appear  in  the  world  among  men, 
and  to  aft  the  pan  of  a  -mediator  of  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  God  and  them." 

4  _  _  ■■ 

24  Upon  this  vifion  and  admonition  of  the  angel, 
Jofepb  awoke  out  of  Seep, '  and, '  being  fully  latisfied  in 
bis  own  mind  that  this  was  a  revelation  from  God,  he 
joyfully  haftened  to  folemiiize  his  marriage  with  Afizry, 
and  took  her  home  as  his  wife,  in  tefttmony  of  his  faith 
therein,  and  of  his  ready  obedience  to  the  divine  com¬ 
mand. 

25  And  (b  drift  was  his  regard  to  what  had  been 
told  him  by  the  angel,  that  he  cautioully  abftained  from 
performing  the  marriage-duty  toward  her,  according  to 
the  law  (Kxod,  xxi. .  to.),  till  foe  was  delivered  of  her 
firft-born  Soti,  as  the  feripture  ftyles  the  firft  male  birth, 

whether 

NOTE. 

|  The  a*  an  g<  lift  Meflbw*.  accommodating  his  gofpd  to  the  7nrj,  diedges  the  OlJ 
Teftvncnt  prophecies,  and  takes  notice  0/  their  aecompliAuntat  iu  Cbrift,  more  frequently 
thw  any  of  the  other  trance  lifts* 

A  j  t  HiC 


13  Beholds  vir¬ 
gin  (hall  be  wkh 

child,  and  fall 
bring  forth  a  ion , 
and  tiiey  (halt  call 
his  name  Einou* 
nad,  (which  be¬ 
ing  intopnicd,  is 
God  with  111) 


04  Tli eo  Jo- 
ftp t  bring  ruled 
from  deep,  dad  is 
the  angel  of  the 
Ixrfdhad  bidden 
him,  and  took 
unto  him  bis 

wlffi 

%S  And  knew 
her  not  till  (he 
bad  brought  forth 
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'lerfirrt-hori fon }  whether  the  mother  has  afterwards  any  other  child  or 

aantcJrfujT1  ***  not :  Anc*  according  to  the  angel’s  order,  called 

his  name  Jefits,  who  was  in  dignity,  and  in  a  fpiritval 
Ceufe,  the  JirJi-bom  among  many  brethren. 

recollections.  ' 

How  convincing  is  the  evidence  that  our  Jcftis  is  the  true  Mcfliah,  the  Son  of 
God,  arid  the  Son  of  Man,  in  whpni  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tc  ft  a  in  cut,  and 
the  promises  made  to  Abraham  aud  David,  were  fulfilled;  that  as  there  were 
permits  of  all  charaders  among  his  anceftors,  fo  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jcwe,  high 
and  low,  males  and  females,  may  look  to  him  and  be  laved ;  and  that -there  is 
fetation  for  th  e  worft  of  fiuners  through  faith  in  him !  Bkflcd  be  God,  the  joy¬ 
ful  day  has  (hone  upon  our  world,  in  which  to  as  a  Child  was  bora,  and  to  its  a 
Son  was  given ,  wbofe  name  is  Wonderful,  Comfellor,  the  mighty  God,  tie  ever- 
tailing  lather*  end  tie  Prince  of  peace.  How  miraculous  was  his  conception 
by  the  immediate  power  of  the  Holy  Gboft !  how  honourably  teftified  by  an  ex- 
pfrfs  from  heaven  1  and  with  what  admirable  wifdom  was  it  conducted  to  a  le- 
iticaatc  birtb,  in  fudi  a  manner  as  elfc&ually  took  of  all  fufpicion  of  human  in - 
uence  toward  it,  aud  all  reproach  to  the  virgin -mother  and  her  Son  !-- -How 
feafbnabiy  doth  God  appear  for  the  direction  of  bis  people  in  their  great  eft  (traits ! 
and  what  a  lovely  view  does  Jofepb'z  temper  and  conduit  give  us  of  a  good  man, 
whole  piety  towards  God,  fidelity  to  his  engagements  with  others,  and  tender- 
nets  of  their  reputation,  fhouid  crcr  go  hand  ui  baud  ? 


CHAP. 


IL 


Tie  wife -mens  coming  to  viorjbip  Chrifi  in  bis  infancy, 
rageagainfi  him,  and  the  care  God  took  of  him, 


io, 


.  Hcrod’j 

23- 


Paraphrase. 

XTOW  foon  after  Chrtft  was  born  in  an  obfeure  city 
’  of  Judea,  called  Bethlehem,  iirthe  days  of  Herod^ 
the  Great ,  who  at  that  time  was  king  of  Judea :  be¬ 
hold,  certain  men  of  wifdbm  and  learning  %,  efpecially 
io  their  observations  of  the  fan,  moon,  and  ftars,  came 
to  Jerufatem,  from  a  country  that  lay  eaft  of  Judea . 

2  And  they  inquired  after  the  place  where  the  infant 
was  to  be  found,  who,  they  were  well  fatisfied  in  their 
own  minds,  was  lately  bam  to  be  king  of  the  Jews : 
For  while  they  were  in  their  own  country,  they  had  feen  f 
an  extraordinary  appearance  of  a  ftar,  beyond  all  they 
had  ever  feen  before;  and,  as  it  hung  like  a  coinet  over 
Judea ,  they  concluded  it  was  the  iignal  of  a  great  king’s 
being  born  in  that  land  *.  And  under  this  apprehen- 

fion 

NOTES- 

.  f  Th*  word  Mx>vi  properly  fignifiu  Af«*  f.  Wliarevw  lumiwiqs  body  this  was,  it 
gpdtitii  ip  i  bad  fen  ft,  and  Cq  the  Icrblure  had  the  appearance  of  a  fbr*  nnt  was  tom* 
frequently  ufes  it :  Hut  It  wu  commonly  U- 


T  t  X  Tv 

NOW  when 
Jefus  was 

bnm  in  Bethle¬ 
hem  of  Judea,  in 
the  dayt  of  He* 
rod  th*  king,  be¬ 
hold,  there  came 
wife  nien  from 

the  call  to  JcfUw 

fatem* 

*  Say  in 

J*  be  that  ic  born 
kingof  the  Jew*  ? 
for  we  have  feen 

hiiftviiitheeaft, 

and 


ken,  among  the  cittern  nations,  for  any  wife 
fricn,  whether  pridts  or  philofuphers,  and 
^l^dally  for  aUronorudi ;  and  the  peifons 
hcxe  aiuiuoiicii  vuc  *4/u:L*i* 


ed  aod  conJvdted  by  the  divine  power  on 
this  (pectat  creation, 

*  lltey  were  probahly  perfumfed  of  thjs 
by  a  divine  imprrilion  upon  Uttir  tuiiuh, 
and  bj  lit  gtiiwial  expectation  at  that  time 
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JUPbcn  He- 
ibe  king  had 
beard  tWf#  iriug i, 
be  was  troubled, 
and  all  Jeru&lcm 
wkb  hua- 


t0  fion  they  declared  that  they  were  come  to  feek  him. 
mcuup  *  and  to  pay  their  IbLemn  homage  to  him. 

3  When  king  Herod  and  the  people  of  Jerufaltm  Lad 
beard  the  account  that  theft  wife -men  gave  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  they  all  in  general  were  amazed  5  and  he  more  e- 
Specially  was  exceedingly  perplexed  in  mind  about  it, 
left  this  new-born  child  fliould  create  troubles  which  at 
length  might  iffue  in  the  lots  of  his  kingdom. 

4  And  as  Herod  could  not  but  know  fcmethtng  of 
the  general  expedition  among  the  Jrae  that  the  Mefliah 
would  appear  about  that  time,  he  called  a  council  of 
all  X  the  chief  priefts  and  tribes  that  he  could  get  to¬ 
gether,  they  bciog  the  interpreters  of  the  law  to  the 
people,  and  inquired  of  them  where  the  ancient  pro¬ 
phecies  laid  the  Mefliah  (hould  be  bom. 

5  In  anfwer  to  which,  they  readily  told  him  it  was 
to  be  in  Bethlehem  of  Judea ;  and  referred  him  to  a 
paflage  of  the  prophet  Micab  (chap.  v.  a.)  to  prove  ir( 
where  it  is  written  to  this  purpofe : 

6  Kven  (*«<)  thou  Bethlehem  in  the  land  of  Judea, 
(which  was  alfo  called  Bethlehem-Ephratdh,  either  of 
which  names  plainly  diftinguHhed  it  from  another  Beth¬ 
lehem  in  the  tribe  of  Zebulon,)  thou  art  by  no  means 
(*fa#nar)  the  leaf!  in  honour,  tho'  thou  be  leaft  in  riefaes 
and  in  numbers  of  people,  among  the  cities  that  have 
given  birth  to  the  princes  of  Judah,  (whofc  tribes  were 
divided  into  thoufands,  each  of  which  had  a  prince  over 
them:)  For  out  of  thee  (hall  come  a  Governor  fuperior 
to  all  others,  even  Mefliah  the  Prince ;  who,  lays  God, 

)  fhull  take  care  of,  feed,  anil  reign  over  my 
people  I/rael ,  as  their  Saviour  and  their  King.” 

7  Herod ,  having  received  this  account  from  the 
chief  priefts  and  ferities,  called  the  wife- men  to  him  in 
a  private  manner,  that  the  people  might  not  take  um¬ 
brage  at  it,  as  if  he  were  afraid ;  and  (™pj£*«)  he  very 
critically  examined  them  about  the  exact  time  of  the 
Aar's  firit  appearing  to  them,  that  the  betrer  guejj  might 
thereby  be  made  at  the  age  of  the  child. 

8  And 

T  E  S. 

1+. ;  iiiid  it  is  prabeiliJc,  that  iny  priefts 
were  io  caller'.  whi>  uere  memhen  of  the 
grtt+tfinhtttrim;  And  the /SrrVr  sf  the  p&- 
pU  were  tbeir  raUikt  or  'ih^kors  (hat  »- 
pbintil  the  hv  tn  tltem,  Kzra  vii.  rf, — 10. 
and  M vii.  29,;  and  perhaps  (uch  of 
them  u  were  nunl^n  of  the  hnticilrini. 


4.  And  when 
be  baa  gathered 
allthechitfpridl* 
and  Icrihu  of  die 
people  together, 
he  demanded  of 
thcmwhereQutti 
JhouLt  be  born, 

5  And  they 
fddtmto  Mm,  To 
Bethlehem  of  Ju¬ 
dea:  for  thus  it » 
written  by  the 
prophet; 

6  And  titan 
Bethlehem  ta  the 
l  ind  of  Jude,  ait 
ML  the  Inft  a- 
mong  the  princes 
of  Juda:  for  owt 
of  thee  dull  come 
a  Governor  that 
ftali  rale  my  peo¬ 
ple  lihueL 


7  Then  Herod, 
when  he  bad  pri¬ 
vily  culled  the 
wife*  men,  inqui¬ 
red  of  them  di*j- 
gtndy  vhu  time 
the  appeared* 


NO 

In  their  country,  tW  fuel)  a  king  was  quick  - 
)y  to  be  bom  in  who  would  be  ruler 

over  all  the  eann  :  And  they  came  in  pay 
him  homage,  either  in  a  civil  way, 
peril  prince ;  or  raiher  in  a  religions  way, 
25  tho  hfrfGah,  according  to  the  notions  they 
might  have  about  him* 
i  The  chief  priefts  were  not  only  tlie  Itigh* 
pnefl:,  2nd  tho  j&gan  hb  deputy;  hut  alfo 
rhe  heids  of  the  twemy*four  faocnlotai  £a- 
1  Cbr m.  xxiv.  6*  and  a  CAroi.  Jtxxvi. 

A 


but  were  nut  of  the  &cvrdnul  order,  writ 
called  frrihrt  of  th  prcple*  in  diliiudiMQ 
from  thole  that  vm  alio  priefts, 

■ 

V  t  Tim 
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8  Aud  be  feat 
them  it>  Bcfhlc- 
haw,  ind  faid, 
Qo^dftmhdi* 
Jig*  ally  for  the 
young  child,  and 
vbeo  yo  have 
foond  bring 
me  word  again, 
tint  I  may  come 
und  worCbip  him 
■1&. 

p  When  they 

had  heard  the 
king,  they  de¬ 
poned,  and  to, 
the  (hr  winch 
they  in  the 
oft,  went  before 
them,  till  it  came 
end  flood  over 
trhere  the  young 
child  was. 

io  What  they 
fiw  the  Her,  they 
rejoiced  with  ex* 
ending  great  Joy. 


8  And  when  they  had  (adsfied  hint  in  that  point,  he 
ordered  them  to  go  to  Bethiebem,  where  the  chief  priefts 
and  feribes  had  faid  the  MefEah  fhoold  be  bomj^ad 
to.fearch  with  tbe  mmoft  care  for  the  infant 5  and  as 
foon  as  they  Should  find  him,  to  come  back  agam  and 
tell  him  of  it,  pretending  that  he.wanted  to  go  and  wor- 
fhip  him  coo,  though  be  meant  nothing  lefs,  but  laid 
this  to  conceal  his  fears  an  djea  loufies,  and  to  cover  his 
cruel  defigns. 

9  When  they  had  heard  what  the  long  bad  to"&y  to 
them,  they  fet  oot  on  their  journey  toward  Bethlehem  .* 
And  behold,  the  fame  miraculoos  ftar,  which  they-bad 
feen  in  their  own  eastern  country,  appeared  again,  and 
moved  on  before  them  in  the  air  (like  the  pillar  of  fire 
before  the  ^fcti/itertodiredtheir  various  journcyings,) 
till  at  length  it  came  over  the  very  houCe  frhere  Jefus  was, 
and  defeended  |  pointing  downward  toward  that  houfe. 

10  When  tbe  wife -men  law  the  liar  in  this  diicftian, 
they  were  filled  with  an  ‘exceeding  joyful  eciWy  at  the 
thought  that  God  had  now.  certainly  conduced  them 
to  the  glorious  Perfon  they  were  fee  king  after. 

1 1  And  when  they  were  come  into  the  houfe,  they 
faw  the  royal  Infant  with  Mary  his  mother ;  and,  be¬ 
ing  led  into  a  further  knowledge  of  him  by  di  vine  .fug- 
geftion,  and  by  accounts  that  were  then  given  them  of 
the  extraordinary  circumftances  of  bis  conception  and 
birth,  they,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  eaftern  na¬ 
tions,  fell  proftrate  before  him,  and  paid  him  their  a- 
dotations  *,  andthen,  opening  the  ftores  they  had  brought, 
made  an  offering  of  their  rich  eft  t  restore  a  to  hith  as 
their  King  and  the  incarnate  Saviour,  fucli  as  gold, 
frankincenfe,  and  myrrh,  and  fo  firmed  forth  tbe-praifes 
of  tbe  Lord,  (Ifa.  lx.  6.) 

ii  And  being  admonifhed  in  an  extraordinary  dream, 
not  to  obey  Herod’s  order  in  going  back  to  tell  him 
what  they  had  feen,  God  thereby  deGgning  to  prevent 
the  murder  of  Jefus  by  his  cruelty,  they  returned  ano¬ 
ther  way,  and  not  hj  .Jentfidemt  into  their  own  country. 

13  And  when  they  were  gone,  behold,  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  appeared  again  in  a  dream  to  Jofeph ,  as  he 
had  before,  (chap.  i.  20.)  and  ordered  him  to  arife  out 
of  bis  deep,  and,  taking  the  infant  and  its  mother  with 
him,  to  go  with  all  fpeed  into  Egypt  ,■  and  continue 
Vitb  them  there,  till  be  fhould  have  another  divine  or- 

-  ■  -  m.  S 

der 

.  .  NOTE. 

t  icooont  intmulcj  that  the  ft-r  riinAcd  them  to  the  vcy  bonfo  where  our 
vu;  fat  it  is  not  emfy  to  contrive  ho*  thU  could  be,  w ithwH  ki  poiptinjc dovtf- 
WArdf  toward  it,  or  dcfoco'ding  tow,  and  ibmding  IhH  exactly  over  it* 


11  And  when 
they  were  aunc 
Into  the  houle, 
they'  law  the 
young  child  with 
Mary  hli  root  Her, 
■mi  fell  down  and 
wor (hipped  him: 
lad  when  they 
had  opened  their 
trcafhra ,  they 
ptefeoted  onto 
Mm  gi fts;  gold, 
*nd  frank  inotnfc, 
end  myrrh. 

ia  And  being 
warned  of  God  in 
■dre*m,tfcM  they 
fimld  not  return 
loHcrad,  they  dc* 

parted  into  thrir 
own  country  iiwj~ 
then  way, 

13  And  when 
|h«y  were  depart* 

<4  behold,  the 

angel  of  the  tord 
appealed?  id  Jo 
fepfr  irt  a  dram, 
ftjkgaArifi^  and 

take 
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take  tb*  MIM 
child  and,  mi 
Hot,  udibu- 
u£gK«dbe 

thoa  idm  mitiL  1 
bnogthctvotd: 
for  Herod  'rill 
feel  tfct'mufg 

child  lo  -deflroy 

i  4  P 

Juna- 

14  Wlmi  he  *- 
ndcp  bttooktht 
yOaag  dSd  and 
tii  jnwW  by 
night,  liul  '  do- 
pJal  into  E- 

gypt; 

15  And  wi$ 
there  unul  tbc 
death  of  Herod  : 
that  it  might  U 
ftiUilkdrincbwas 
froken  of  the 
Lord  by  the  pno- 
pho,  frying,  Out 

of  Egypt  Ewe  I 

calkomy  foil. 

i5  Then  He¬ 
rod,  wheohf  fr« 
that  hero  mock¬ 
ed  of  the  wife- 
men,  wfl*  exceed¬ 
ing  wroth,  and 
fait  forth,  and 
Hew  all  the  dril* 
drea  that  were  in 
UohlehetD ,  and 
in  ail  the  ootdU 
thereof,  fiora  two 
yean  old  and  un¬ 
der,  according  to 
the  time  which 
he  had  diligently 
inquired  of  the 

wibc-raeiL 

1 7 Then  wai  ful¬ 
filled  that  which 
was  fro  ken  by 
Jeremy  the  pro¬ 
phet,  frying, 

18  In  Kama 
via  there  a  voice 
heard,  bmcnia- 
tiont  and  weep¬ 
ing,  and  great 
ei corning,  Ra  - 
did  wefrtng  for 
her  ctildra,  and 
would  not  be 
comforted  ,  be- 
tmfcibcy  ucooc 


der  for  removing:  fromtbence :  For  he  told  them  that 
Herod  would  certainly  endeavour  the  ddtru&ion  of  the 
young  child,  to  rid  himfelf  of  hie  own  fears  concerning 
him and  that  therefore  all  proper  precautions  were  to 
be  taken  for  his  nreferranon. 


14  In  obedience  to  this  command,  ftfepb  got  up, 
and,  no^withftandipg  the  vilible  dangers,  difficulties, 
and  inoonveniencies  that  might  attend  it,  took  the 
young  child  and  his  mother,  leered  y  hy  night,  that  it 
might  not  ;be  diicomed  whither  he  was  going,  and 
carried  them  into  Egypt  •• 

ir  And' there  he  abode  with  them  till  Herods  death, 
that  the  word  which  the  Lord  had  fpoken  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  H<fea, .  (chap.;  xt.  1.)  might  be  fulfilled  a  feeond 
time,  laying,  Out  of  Egypt  have  /  called  my  San:  for 
God’s  only  begotten  eternal  Son  was  now  to  he  called 
out  of  Egypt*  as  the  antetype  of  Ifrael  his  adopted  ion, 
who  had  been  called  out  from  thence  before. 

1 6  When  Herod  had  waited  a  good  while  for  the  re* 
turn  of  the  wife-men,  and  found  that  they  were  gone, 
home  another  way,  and  fo  bad  dec  are  d  his  expectations 
from  them,  he  was  terribly  enraged  j  and  haring  bar- 
baroufly  re  (hired  to  cut  o(F  this  new-born  Prince  at  uny 
rate,  he,  to  make  fufe  of  his  death,  fent  a  party  of  fol- 
diers,  and  hy  their  cruel  hands  maJTacred  all  the  male 
children,  that  were  not  above  two  years  old,  in  Betble- 
bem  and  the  villages  round  about  j  being  allured  in 
himfclf,  by  wbat  the  wife-men  had  told  him,  that  this 
child  had  not  yet  attained  that  age. 


■  ■ 

17  This  aftonilhing  event  was  over-ruled  bythe  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God,  to  fulfil  a  feeond  time  another  prophe¬ 
cy,  delivered  hy  the  prophet  Jeremiah t  (ebap.  xxxt.  15.) 
to  this  purpofe : . 

18  “  .A  voice  was  beard  as  far  as  Rama  *,  which 
was  Htuated  near'  Bethlehem ;  lamentation,  weeping, 
and  great  mourning  was  heard  there ;  the  defeendents 
of  Rachel,  wbofe  grave  was  alfo  at  that  place,  bitterly 
lamented  the  lofs  of  their  children,  and  refufed  to  be 
condoned  bcanfe  they  were  dead;1* 

19  But 


W-O'T.E. 

*  It  U  probable  that  dria  snl&cro  of  infant*  extended  to  the  territanu  of  Jtamst  u-hStli 
«u  v>  the  tribe  of  3 oyami*,  Jofh.  xriii,  ij, — 15. ;  and-fii  cot  off  £hhc  oT  JUihiV  j  polio- 
riff.  *  L  j»«i 


to 
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tp  £ut  when 
Jlcrvd  wa*  dead, 
behold,  an  angel 
of  the  I^rd  sp- 
pnreUunadn'am 
to  Joftph  ta  E- 

gIPt’  C  ■  * 

dfrj  a»n  take  the 

young  child  and 
h is  mother,  and 
go  into  the  Land 
oflfrteh  for  they 
arc  dead  which 


foughl  the  yotm g 
child's 


19  But  after  Herod’s  deceafe,  behold  another  divine 
admonition  to  Jofeph  in  the  ufnal  way ;  the  angel  of 
the  Lord  again  appeared  to  him  in  a  dream  in  Egypt, 
where  he  continued  till  &is  time, 

20  Andorderedhimtogobackagain  withtheyouug 
child  and  bis  mother  to  his  own  country,  and  reside  a- 
mong  the  Ifraeiites  there)  becaufe  Herod  and  fame  of 
his  molt  cruel  inltruments,  who  wire  bent  upon  taking 
away  its  life,  were  now  thenifelves  dead. 

2 1  Accordingly  be  cheerfully  complied,  without  ob¬ 
jecting  againft  the  difficulty  or  danger  of  the  journey  ; 
and,  in  obedience  to  the  angel's  command,  came  back 
with  the  young  child  and  nis  mothcr  into  the  land  of 

IJ'rael, 

22  But  upon  information  that  Hrchelaus  fuccceded 
his  father  Herod  *  in  that  part  of  his  dominions  which 
included  Judea,  he  was  afraid  it  would  be  too  hazardous 
to  fettle  in  that  province,  under  the  government  of  a 
man  of  his  fierce  temper :  But,  having  another  intima¬ 
tion  from  God  in  a  dream,  he  went  to  live  in  Ga Hlee, 
under  the  dominion  of  Herod  jiaSipat,  where  he,  with 
Jefus,  and  his  mother  Mary,  might  dwell  with  more 
lafety. 

23  And  in  orderto  their  fetdement  in  that  country, 
he  came  and  took  up  his  abode  in  one  of  its  cities,  call¬ 
ed  Nazareth  t  which  was  ordered  by  the  providence  of 
God,  that  what  was  fpoken  not  merely  hv  one,  hut  by 

came  and  dwckln  ma„y  0f  the  prophets,  concerning  the  hfefliah,  might 

a  n  y  o  be  fulfilled  in  Jefus  $  as,  tliat  he'fhould  be  Netitr,  the 

Branch,  according,  to  the  fignification  of  the  word  Na¬ 
zareth  ;  and  a  Nazarite ,  moll  eminently  holy  and  de¬ 
voted  to  God  from  the  womb,  and  fo  the  great  Antitype 
of  all  the  legal  Nazar  it  es ,  and  particularly  of  Savt/on,  of 

whonr'lt  was  raid,  {Judg*  xiiu  5.)  The  child  Jbalt  he  a 
Nazarite  unto  God frotn  the  womb  r  and  that  he  Ihould 
be  treated  with  the  greateft  infamy  and  reproach,  when, 
becaufe  of  his  having  been  brought  up  at  Nazareth,  he 
was  was  ufually  called,  by  way  of  contempt,  the  Afe* 

zarene.  ■ 


it  And  be  a- 
roJttiudfook  the 
young  child  and 
his  mother,  and 
ttmtintothrlaiid 
of  ICrad* 

14  But  when 
he.  heard  that  Ar- 
rhebu*  did  reign 
in  Jndcn,  in  the 
voQiTi  of  his  father 
Herod,  he  vu 
afraid  to  go  chi* 
Umt  :  notwiih- 
fUnding ,  being 
mined  of  Ood  in 
a  dram,  he  turn* 
ed  aCdc  raco  the 
parts  of  Calikc ; 

And  he 


xareth ,  that  it 
might  be  fulfilled 
which  was  fpo- 
L^n  by  the  pro- 

Dull  t*c 
called  a  Nuarenc 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  deeply  was  the  dear  Saviour  abated,  and  how  early  expofedto  fgfferings, 
in.  bring  thus  pcrtecttml  and  harraffed  about  in  Ida  tender  infancy !  And  yet  how 
highly  was  he  honoured  by  a  ftar  formed  on  purpofe  to  lead  to  him ;  by  the  long 
journey  which  the  wife- men  took  to  find  him  out>  and  pay  their  devotions  to 
him  *  and  by  the  repeated  appearances  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord  to  give  directions 

ft* 


NOTE* 

*  Upon  the  death  n f  Herod  the  Greats  his  kingdom  v»  divided  between  ArzbeUwt,  He- 
r*J  4od  Philip*  his  tens;  ArrbtLzts  had  7edr^t  Idsm: a,  and  Swaria }  Piufip* 

AjTOmtii*  Yrffz&HitiS,  Pat}ust  ind  JLteij;  and  Herd  G*Ehd  and  PitXA,  Priii 

tXgncch  Vol-  111-  tfjy.  t  R®* 


Ch.  iu  Tbe  EvangeliJl  Matthew  paraphrafed.  If 

tor  hbXafetyl  Ohow  (hmiJd  wc  rtjoicc  in  the  better  and  more  abiding  light  of  the 
gofpd,  that  lead*  us  to  jcfiis  I And  bow  win  the  wife- men  of  tile  eatt,  ihnt  came 
lb  Jar,  and  took  fo  mack  pains  to  leek  and  worship  him,  rife  up  iu  judgment  *- 
gainft  the  ©that  wtttgire  fhemfcJves  no  trouble  to  inquire  after  him*  aiui  that 
thgiit  and- dHregard  Imnl  With  what  cheerfulncfs  IhouLd  wc  prefect  ourjefrt-fj 
aid  all  that  tre  have,  to  him !  And  how  Ihcald  we  adore  God’s  over  ruling  Pro* 
videnct*  that  diftppomts  the  devices  of  his  moft  crafty,  powerful,  act!  cmd  ene¬ 
mies,  'and  tana  them  into  means,  or  at  Icaik  occafioos,  of  fhlfilhug  his  own  pre- 
dtettuai  and  deligus ! 


.I'-J-Tf 


CHAP.  Ilf. 

7 "he  lift j  doQrine,  and  baptifin  gf  John,i, — ia.  And  Jefut  baptize* 

by  him,  13, — 17. 


Tt  IT.  PlUAFKKASG. 

TN  ;^Brl^  T  N  the  days  bf  Chrift’s  livingprivately  with  JoJepb 
iSeKtog  ■‘■  and  his  mother  at  Nazaret  b*  Before  he  entered  into 
in  the  wtttencG  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  fifteenth  year 
of  Jo<ta,  of  Tiberius  Ca/nr,  (Luke  lit.  r,  23.)  who  was 

ftyled  the  JJaptift,  becaufe  he  was  the-  firft  .that  came 
with  a  divine  com  million  to  baptize,  appeared  and 
preached  in  a  part  of  the  country  of  Judea*  which  was 
called  the  wildcrnefe  on  account  of  its  having  fewer  ci¬ 
ties,  towns,  Tillages,  and  inhabitants,  -than  were  in  o* 
tber  parts  of  that  province. 

1  And  ikying,  2  And  the  Turn  of  bis  miniftry  was,  “  Bethink  your- 
Rrpcat  ye  j  for  ftlves,  and  change  your  minds ;  (^ra.wirt)  entertain  o- 

L^oulihanl  *^cr  fent^IB€I,ts  than  ye  hare  had  about  your  fios,  and 
"  '  your  legal  righteoufndTcs,;  lay  a  fide  your  prejudices  a- 

bout, the  Meffiah  whom  ye  expect,  and  about  the  ground  - 
of  your  acceptance  with  God  ;  and,  with  deep  contri¬ 
tion,  turn  from  your  iniquities,  and  from  your  proud 
conceit  of  yourfelves  and  of  your  privileges,  to  that  Je- 
fus  whom  I  am  come  to  point  out  to  you  t :  For  a  new 
difpenfatioa  of  grace  by  the  gofpel,  under  the  Mctliah’s 

king- 


NOTH. 


f  ttfipcntaow'y  In  caft  of  Bn,  U  «  natural  are  nftd  in  theevangelirt*  a*  term*  of  the  fcfnt 
d«ly,  the  obligation  to  wbtcb  fiecdlarily  re*  import.  And  though  fomet  times  they  fiddly 
ftilu  from  the  relation  of  the  offending  cica-  1  the  heavenly  ffate  of  perfect  hk£*tncfs»  or  the 
lure  to  God,  »s  his  Creator,  BeufclaCfor,  anil  kingdom  of  glory  ;  yet  they  moil  frrqucm- 
rightful  Sovereign ;  and  ith  difhtcdhy  the  ly  denote  ihe  go  fjwUdifpen  ration*  iijdwfivc 
very  light  of  nanue,  as  a  rtatfmablc  fcrvicc  :  of  all  Us  grarimw  inftitmionf,  ptivilc^fi  aril 
Bat  the  ffancr’s  grand  directions,  motives  and  bleffiitg*,  or  the  khigdtmt  of  which  U 

encouragement*  to,  atjd  afliftancc*  for*  a  doe  J^u)  to  be  */  and  *f  Afjwn*  ber^ofe  iu 
pcrforuKnc?  of  die  duty,  in  a  fptrkaal  and  od^iul  »  tlivine,  its  nature  >  dcfigo,  and 
acceptable  manner  through  Jcfn*  Chrift,  pro^>  tendency  are  fpiricuaJ  and  heavenly,  and  h* 
cccd  from  gofpd-grace ;  and  therefore  botlt  true  fthjcfb  are  formed  and  mined  up  for 
fh  Ai/tA)!,  *d  our  Ur4  hicufdft  chip,  heaven,  till  they  are  mnfpUnied  thiilin  t 
iw  iy*  began  their  miniftry  fay  mg,  Repex,%  And  therefore,  atm  her  timet,  theft  «r  pin'* 
ftrthtkiwgfomefktavwU  atltetid.  The  king-  fions  fttm  to  take  in  both  the  kingdom  «f 
dom  of  IrttvtJf)  and  ike  king«lo(u  of  grace  -;;d  of  gl^ry*  See  i  fixity* 


12 


57*  Evaageii/i  Matthew  porapbrafed. 


1  Forthbfcbs 
that  *M  fpokcn 

of  hy  the  prophet 

-  Efim  f  tying  , 
llic  Voice  of  wie 
crying  in  the  *il* 
drtucfs,  Prepare 
ye  the  way  of  the 
.Lord,  make  his 
paths  flight* 


4  Ab<Jtbc(une' 
Johq  had  hu 
itimtAE  of  camels 
hair*  itil  a  tea* 
thern  gird  k  about 

his  bins;  amHil* 

meat  vcm  lotulb 

and  wBdboney- 


5  Then  vent 
trot  to  him  lero- 
fitem  and  all  Ju¬ 
des  and  all  the 
legion  round  a* 
hour  Jordan, 


€  And  were 
fapdied  of  him 
in  Jordan*  con- 
ieffiiig  ihiir  fina* 


kingdom*  which  comes  from  heaven* .  and  leads  to  hea¬ 
ven*,  is  juft  now  ready  to.be  revealed*  and  letups- 
inoog  you*” 

3  The  reafon  why  John  began  his  miniftiry  in  this 
maimer  was*  became  he  was  that  forerunner  of  pur 
Lord*  of  whom  {foiakprophelicd,  faying*  (chap.  xl.  3.) 
**  The  voice  of  one  that  hereafter  Stall  Tpeak  with  ear- 
neftnefs  to  the  people*  as  the  Meffiab’g  harbinger*  in 
the  wildemcfr*  fhallbe  this :  Lef  my  miniftry  concern¬ 
ing  the  neceflity  of  repentance*  and  the  grace  oT  the 
gofpel- kingdom  to  encourage  k*  be  acceptable  to  you* 
that  yc  may  be  ready  to  receive  the  Lord  nim&lf,  who 
Is  coining  after  me;  and  may  abandon  the  carnal  fecu- 
rity,  lufts  and  paffions,  pride  and  prejudices*  that  wil¬ 
fully  oppofc  bis  way  to  your  hearts.” 

4  And  this  Jobs  appeared  in  the  garb  of  a  prophet* 
joft  like  Elias,  in  wbofe  fpirit  and  power  he  came ;  a 
hair-cloth  was  his  covering*  with  a  leathern  belt  CO  gixd 
it  about  his  loins ;  and  bis  diet  was  of  the  meaneftfarc, 
ftich  as  locufts  *  snd  "wild  honey*  which  the  wildeinefs 
abounded  with :  And  fi>  be  was  an  example  of  mortifi¬ 
ed  appetites  toward  this  world*  and  of  nufed  afleffions 
and  hopes  toward  a  better*  as  became  a  preacher  nf  re¬ 
pentance  and  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

5  When  it  was  known  that  he  appeared  and  preach¬ 
ed  In  this  manner,  the  general  expectation  of- the  Mef- 
fiah  at  that  time  brought  raft  multitudes  of  all  faults* 
degrees, '  and  fexes*  to  hear  him*  'from  Jerufaien 1,  and 
from  all  parts  of  Judea,  and-from  every  place  In  the 
country  that  lay  round  about  Jordan *  whether  in  the 
tribe  of  Judah  or  not. 

6  And  they  were  fi>  far  sffeftcd  with  his  do&rine* 
that  they  made  a  public  nrofcffion  of  repentance*  and 
were  baptized  by  him  in  toe  river  Jordan,  both  he  and 
they*  according  to  die  cuftora  of  the  country,  going  a 
little  way  into  the  water*  either  barefoot*  or  with  fan- 
dais*  for  the  greater  convenience  and  expedition  in  bap¬ 
tizing  them  f- 

7  .But 

NOTES. 


*  A ft £S  rendered  fount  fappofi 

vrere  a  lort  of  large  dying  gra&oppers ;  but 
ftfherf  think  they  were  a  certain  kind  of 
£ittn  herb  that  ertw  in  the  triJdcrnefi. 

t  I  cannot  think  that  'Inch  pradigfai* 
number*  a*. came  to  could  be  baptized 
w  the  way  of  itnouirfing  thtir  whole  bo- 
<ii«  underwater;  or  that  they  were  provl- 
ild  with  change  of  raiment  for  if*  which  i* 
:::i  *hcre  intirpafed,  nor  ftemsto  have  been 
r*  jflirabfe  fur  ffech  vail  rauUkudci;  and  yet 


they  amid  not  be  baptized  naked  with  mo- 
deft  y,  nof  in  ibdr  wearing  apparel  with  fife* 
ty. .  It  fiems  therefore  to  me,  that  the  peo- 
pie  flood  in  rent* ,  nor  to,  or  juft  within* 
the  edge  of  the  rjw;  tadJSie,  paJ&og  i* 
long  before  them,  caft  water  upon  that  bred) 
or  nee*  with  Kii  hand*,  or  mme  proper  io- 
ftranienr,  hy  which  mean*  he  might  ea£ly 
baptize  many  thoofand*  id  a  day-  And  tbi* 
way  of  pouring  wafer  upon  them  mod  aalu* 
rally  Jtgmffied  Ctifift’aL  bunching  (hem  with 

■  ‘  v  the 


Ch.  iii.  The  Eottn^ftjb  MaTthew  paraphraftd;  \  3 

7  But  k*  .  j  But  when  lie  perceived  that  many  of  the  Pharifesx 

rhJjTrmifrid  ^  Sadducees  came,  and  that  feme  of  them  offered 
duttucometohlf  themfctves  to  be  baptized  by  him,  he  feverely  reproved 
beptUb,  he  Sid  ghem,  fayitig,  O  ye  hypocritical  Pbarifcest  and  indi> 

newtoTof0^  P0115  J,  who  are  the  feed  of  the  old  fa-pent, 

per*,  wW  hath  and  foil  of  malignant  enmity  to  all  real  goodnefr,  one 
wwJyoatofa  fart  of  yen*  imagining  that  ye  have  religion  enough  al* 
frmath*  wismv*  and  the  other  thinking  that  thei-e  is  nothing  in 

religion;  who  could  have  thought  that  either  of  wa 
fliould  come  to  my  baprifm,  for  the  remiflion  of  uns, 
and  dcaping  the  wrath  to  come  through  a  Redeemer? 
Who  has  brought  you  hither?  And  what  has  put  you 
upon  pretences  of  this  kind  ?  However,  I  now  warn  yoa 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  that  will  certainly  come  upon 
all  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving* 
f "?h  8  And  as  your  coming  hither  is  3  pca&ical  profefEon 

Incct  to  repent  of  repentance,  and  of  believing  the  do&rioe  I  teach; 
ua.  bring  forth  fruits  of  rigbteoufncf^  fuitable  to  the  na* 

ture  and  evidential  of  the  (incerity  of  repentance,  or  elfe 
my  baptifm  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  any^jf  you* 

9  And  think  $  And  a?  to  yhu  Pharifets  in  particular,  do  not  flat* 

ter  yourfelves,  as  ye  are  apt  to  do,  with  the  thoughts 

SJTAWbiD  10  T°m  ^°g  dependents  from  Abrabam7  and  not  fin* 
&r  father :  for  1  ners  of  the  Gtntiks7  and  that  this  will  fecure  you  from 

vengeance:  For  let  me  tell  you,  that  God  can 
theft  ’"(boa  to  cafily^raife  up  a  feed  to  Abraham^  who  fliali  walk  in  the 
rift  up  chndmt  fteps  of  his  faith  and  obedience,  by  turning  the  very 
note  Ababa*.  fton.es,  that  your  eyes  now  behold,  into  fuch  children  ; 

or  bj  adopting  thde  Gmtiks  into  his  family,  (meaning 
the  Reman  foldim  that  were  then  prefem  with  them ;) 

and 


MOTES. 

the  Hotf  Gboft  and  with  fire,  which  Job*  reeeimr  ef  the  Help  Ghftt  winch  E*  fled  a 
ipoke  of  u  prefigured  by  bil  baptising  with  *s  ebmintly  thrmeh  JefifS  Cheifi  me  Savioar^ 
w*wrf  (wr,  tu  and  Mart  t  9.  Si.  (Tit-  ilk  9.)  Na  whether  plunging  the 
rd.  Job*  L  33A  tad  which  was  eminently  body  Into  water,  or  pouring  waitr  upon  it, 
fulfilled  when  tnc  Roly  Gboft  fit  upon  the  *  mi  the  Kfcdieft  emblem  of  this  efliilion  of 
dilcblet  U  the  appearance  tf  chve*  tesfiveij  the  Spirit,  let  the  reader  judge;  especially 
like  five  And  this  is  exprrfy  called  baptizing  fmcc  ihe  word  eoaftantJy  uftd  for 

them  wh  the  Hefy  Gbofit  m  oppofition  to  baptizing  fienifics  any  fort  of  waffling,  and 
Job?:  baptising  with  water ;  and  is  fpokcu  often  fprnikUDg;  not  being  reftrauied  to  dip- 
of  as  the  Holy  Ghoft’s  earning upon  them,  and  ping,  as  its  primitive  (jfrn-ftp)  U;  but  this 

taU  Air  Spirit)  wd  Jheddbsg  Jaft  word  is  never  uftd  (o  czpreft  baptizing. 
hm  firik-mpm  then i,  AOs  l  5, 8.  md  it  3,  $  The  Pharifits  were  a  frperftitious  feet 

»7*  18,  ;3J.  And  with  a  dta&  reference  among  the  Jew,  that  pretended  to  cxtnnr- 
hereunto,'. when  the  Ruhr  Gboft  {titan  CtM>  dtnary  holinefsj  but  placed  the  chief  of  their 
neliut  and  his  friends*  Peter  ftid.  Then  re-  religion  in  rirual  obfcrvaoecs*  and  in  seal  for 
mmbtre&lthc  -mrd  of  the  Lord,  howht  find)  the  traditions  of  the  elders  1  And  the  Saddt- 
“  John  Meed  baptized  with  water  t  S#  ye  efts  were  the  free-thinkers  of  the  age*  that 
jtnu  he  baptized  with  the  tieh  Gbatf  y"  (AAs  delicti  the  refurxc^ioa  of  the  dcud,  and 
xi»  if,  id,)  Tbeapdftlc  M  likewife,*  In  a  crKbnct  of  angels*  or  human  jbub  i u  a  ft-- 
rniiiifefl  illpfmn  tohapiiftn,  fpeaks  of  CrMfs  pcin.tr  ftace;  atxl  ftiapjKil  the  foundation  or 
yi-ii us  by  the  t wjkiitg  af  re^eaerdttn^  and  all  religion. 


M 


so  And  now 
alio  ihe  bid 
onto  the  nwt  of 
the  trees :  there- 
fore  every  tree 
uhich  briii  gech 
not  forth  good 
Jndt  *  U  bewn 
down,  and  afl 
imu  the.  fire. 


it  l  indeed  bap¬ 
tize  you  with  wa¬ 
ter  unto  repent¬ 
ance  :  bur  tie  that 
cotMih  iifttr  me, 
U  mightier  than  Ia 
vlioit  fhftcr  1  arn 
not  worthy  to 
bear  :  he  Gull 
baptize  you  with 
rite  Holy  Ghoft, 

and  'toiib  Jilt: 


t%  AVhofe  fan 
is  in  his  hand,  and 
be  wiUthrmirtHy 
purge  his  floor, 
and  hvc  his 
ivhcai  into  the 
garner;  but  be 
will  hum  up  the 
chalT  with  un~ 
quench  abk  fire. 


ij  Then  co- 
merh  Jcliis  from 
Galilee  to  Jordan 
unto  John,  to  be 
kffitirat  of  him* 
14  Rue  John 
forbad  him,  fry-* 
injj*  |  hare  need 
to  be  luptitd  of 
thee,  and'coxueft 
thou  to  me  ? 


Tbe  Evangelifl  Matthew  parapbraftd.  Ch._iir« 

and  he  will  fooner  do  this  than  lave  any  of  you,  if  ye 
pcrfift  in  your  iniquities. 

10  And  things  are  now  coming  to  a  deciGvd  point 
with  you  all:  .The  Jaft  difpenfetion  of  grace,  thro’  the 
McCiah,  is  now  approaching,  and  Cod  is  hereby  try* 
ing  you  once  more  >  but  if  now  ye  reje£k  his  offers  «£ 
mercy,  be  will  bear  with  you  no  longer;  bis  venge¬ 
ance,  like  the  ax  that  is  levelled  at  tne  root  of  a  tree, 
is  juft  ready  to  ftrike  at  yon :  Every  one  therefore  a- 
mone  you  that  continues  unfruitful  under  theft  laft 
means  of  grace,  fhall  loon  be  cut  down  as  cumhems 
of  tbe  ground;  and  caft  into  everlaftiug  burnings  ;_and 
the  whole  church  and  nation  of  tbe  Jews^  if  they  per* 
fift  in  impenitence  and  unbelief,  {hall  be  utterly  de¬ 
ft  royed. 

11  I  am  indeed  come  to  baptize  yon  with  water,  a»a 
fieri  of  what  ye  may  hope  for,  and  of  the  repentance 
which  ye  are  obliged  to:  But  this  will  not  fuffice.  for 
your  fafety  and  bappiuefs ;  it  is  only  preparing  the  way 
for  One,  who  is  lo  much  -  my  faperior,  that  1  am  not 
worthy  to  do  tbe  meaneft  office  for  him,  fuch  as  taking 
away  nis  ftioes,  or  canying  them  after  him  in  a  jour¬ 
ney.  And  when  he  comes,  be  (hall  pour  upon  you 
bis  Holy  Spirit,  who  will  make  a  vifihle  appearance  in 
the  form  of  fire,  [AEls  ii.  3.)  and  whofe  operation  will 
be  enlightening,  warming,  powerful  and  purifying, 
like  that  of  fire. 

12  And  he  (hall  thoroughly  try  mens  fpiriss,  purify 
his  church,  and  feparate  the  precious  from  the  vile  ;  as 
when  a  man  winnows  his  corn  with  a  fan  or  with  a 
fieve,  and  deanfes  it  from  tbe  chaff:  And  then  he, 
putting  a  value  upon  all  ftneere. believers,  as  his  treafurc, 
will  gather  them  to  himfelf  in  heaven ;  not  one  of  them 
{hall  be-loft j  but,  rejecting  every  hypocrite  and  unbe¬ 
liever,  as  light  and  vain,  worthle&and  unprofitable, 
like  chaff,  be  will  caft  them  into  hell,  there  to  be  con- 
fumed  for  ever  * 

13  While  John  was  thus  baptizing  and  preaching  &e 
Jordan,  Jefus  came  to  him  from  Galilee,  and  offered 
himfelf  to  be  baptized  by  him : 

14  But  John,  knowing  by  an  immediate  divine  fug- 
geftion,  that  this  was  the  perftn  upon  whom  he  fliould 
prefcntlv  fee  the  Holy  Ghoft  defeend  as  a  fignal  that  be 
was  the  Mefiiah,  {John  i.  33.)  and  being  at  the  fame 

time 

NOTE.  . 


being  burnt  bo  death. 


*  Tim  t iffitgrlalkfTf  may  tt  be  wife  relate  to  the  ipibtlkring  Jrvs 
«r  the  dtftriWiiun  of  j'ntjhUx* ;  and  to  the  body*  of  the  wkied  being  consumed  by  file,  at 
tl  f  cvniLtgn'  bn  \>i  tk  lifl  day* 


*  Many 
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time  feofible  of  bit  own  .great  twworthincfs  to  baptize 
.  him,  modeftly  declined,  it,  faying,  in  the  audience  of 
the  people.  How  furpr^tig  a  condcfcenfion  is  this  1 
Alas,  1  ?m  a.poor  finful  wretch,  that  needs  ft  ill  further 
fuppUca  of  the.,  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit,  with  which 
thou  wilt  baptize.  How  is  it  then  that,  tbou,  who  art 
altogether  finlefs,  and  needeft  no  repentance,  and  who 
art  the  Author  and  Giver  of  all  the  blelGngs  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,  (houldeft  defire  to  be  baptized  with 
water  by  me  i  1  am  amazed  at  it?  and  cannot  tell  how 
to  think  of  going  about  it. 

**  J**“  15  But  (■*»)  Jefus,  in  return,  faid  to  him,  Whatever 

onurMn/suftr  you  may  think  of  the  matter,  1  inlift  upon  it,  that  now, 
ii  ta  b  fi  nov«  in  my  fate  of  humiliation,  and  under  the  prefenr  dif- 
h*”1  *  ^  Pen^ft°n»  in  which  I  am  to  be  made  manifeft  to  tfr*ely 
rirtTitmf*  yon  (hall  perform  the  office  to  me ;  and  there  are  im- 
dcO.  rii«  he  portant  rcafonsfor  it :  For  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  o- 
iufla<d  bun.  thcr  points,  it  is  proper  and  ncceflary  for  me  to  fill  up 

my  obedience  to  every  divine  inftitution  and  command, 
-as  the  rircufnftance.fr  of  things  requije.  Upon  John* a 
hearing,  this,,  he  fubmiued  his  own  thoughts  to  the 
wifdom  and  will  of  Cbuft,  and,  without  any  further 
dilute,  proceeded  to  baptize  him. 

,s  And  Jefiu,  1 6  And  as  loon  as  Jefus  was  baptized,  he  came  up 

wbu  he  wubap-  the  rifing  ground  from  the  river,  («»£»  ivSvr  (XTt>  rwwJmrflf  f  J 

ftnight-way  ma  -and  Behold,  according  to  the  fignal  that  had  before 
of  the  wow  i  and  been  given  to  Joboi  (John  i.  33.)  there  was  a  vifible  o- 
l*’  P«u»g  i*1  the  clouds  of  heaven  in  Chr ill’s  view,  and 

on  his  account;  and  he,  together  with  John  tbe'Bapilfl, 
the  Spirk  of  God  (John  i.  32.)  law  the  Spirit  of  God  vifibly  defeenditig 

dovc^n?  lfeh  *  1  corporal,  bright  appearance,  after  the  manner  of 

SRMT  hovering  of  a  dove  (ont  mptc'rtpdiv,  )  and  at  length 

refting  upon  his  head  *. 

it  A»4  Jo,  *  17  And  what  is  further  obfervable,  is,  that  this  ap- 

was  attended  with  a  moft  extraordinary  and 
al“tible  volte  of  God  the  Father  from  heaven*  faying 
Son,  in  whom  I  to  Chrift,  in  hearing,  lilts  is*  by  way  of  emi- 
im  wcttpka&d,  nenee>  my  ©ply  begotten  Son  in  whom  were  ray 

delights  from  everlafting  j  in  whofe  perfon,  as  he  is 

mine 


H  o  T  e  s, 

*  Many  hw*  foppoftd;  that  the  Holy  tongses  («<r#  tffbr™, 

Ghoft  fkicended  in.  the  vifibjc  Jhapc  of  t  f  Mark  And  Luke  report  theft  words  »i 
dove  j  but  I  rather  think  the  alltifirn  is  not  $n  Chrift  htmfdf,  Ja  j  mg,  Tho  art  my 

to  th tot  to  the  btvtrimg  of  a  dove,  kehvfd  Sae,  &c. ;  and  u  ftems  u  if  this 
ueordtng  lo  the  pstraphrife.  Sec  Hanmsnd  were  the  fonri  of  efcprifliofl.iifcd  on  this  ae¬ 
on  the  jUoae;  and  kfbftbf  on  £rtrl&l.  n*  teflon,  in  anfrer  10  ChrifTs  prayer  {Lt-it  i?i* 
«bo  critically obferves t  that  hod  it  related  to  it,)  Rat  as  it  was  llhcwift  designed  to  tjivc 
the  lhape  <*  fetm,  it  thould  not  have  been  friijfrAion  to  Jaffa*  that  h=  might  Sear  «■»*- 

it  Aw,  but  (w«  tfipsf)  nefs  of  it*  I  apprehend  MeHha#  report*  U 
aj  a/ a  as  the  Eksw/s  of  tire  is  esprd^  as  if  it  w'tir  fiid  tfi  i  1  !irUtA  iii  j:Li\  \z^r* 
cd,  Afh  fi.  3.  u  There  appeared  cloven  io«. 
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nine  own  likencfs,  every  way  excellent  and  amiable, 
and  in.  whofe  mediation,  as  he  is  cone  to  do  my  will, 
1  have  the  urmpft  complacency  ;  as.  Ialfo  have,  on  hit 
account,  in  all  that  are  united  by  faith  do  him,  and  bc- 
.  held  in  him,  I  baying  made  them  accepted  in  the  Be* 

loved. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Behold  the  dreadful  danger  of  all  hypocrite*  and  unfruitful  beams  of  the 
word,  whatever  their  pretence*  of  their  extern *1  privileges  may  be;  and  the  in- 
difpcnfatle  neceffity  of  true  repentance,  arifing  fhofo  apprebeniions  or  golfcel- 
grace  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  and  working  unto  a  tUraupi  change  in  bent  and 
life,  under  the  influence  of  the  baptifm  of  the  Holy  Gboft !  Happy  fouls  that 
are  partaken  of  this  grace !  God  will  take  eflcdnal  eare  of  them,  and~w3l  re¬ 
ceive  them  to  kimfelf  in  glory.  But  O  miferablc  wretches,  that  fball  be  found  iu 
their  fln» !  Their  covenant-relation  to  Abraham,  their  baptifin  with  water,  and 
their  profrffiona,  will  not  fare  them:  Godwi!)  abandon  them  to  unquenchable 
Barnes;  he  will  due  day  make  an  evident,  important,  and  everiafting  reparation 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  how  imdiftmgtBffied  foever  they  may  now 
live  together  in  the  vifible  church,  the  members  of  which  ought  to  be  baptized, 
though,  as  In  Chrifl’s  cafe,  tome  of  them  may  not  be  capable  of  anftoeringall  the 
ends  for  which  that  ordinance  was  in ftituted.— -Behold  the  Sacred  Three  dutin&Iy 
appearing  in  the  characters  of  perlonal  and  divine  diary,  and  concurring  in  a  de- 
£gn  of  faharion  1  How  mconfidtrablC  and  unworthy  See' the  heft  of  men  compa¬ 
red  with  CJuift;  and  what  exalted  and  end earing  t honghte  fttOMld  Wthflrc  of  uni 
as  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviourof  finqen,  and  at  the  Beloved  of.  the  fsmdtywfco 
makes  us  accepted  in  him  I  . 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 

CbriJPs  temptations ,  i,— n.  Sts  beginning  fa." preach,  it, — 17.  Bis 
tailing  fame  of  bis  apoftles^  t8,-raa.  His  curing  difeafts,  and  the 
peoples  rejarting  to  Aim,  23; — 25. 


Test. 

THe  n  was 
Au  led  op  of 

the  Spirit  tnftfcbc 

Ribkntds  to  to 
tempted  of  itodc- 

tiL 


s  Aid.  wjtcn 
lie  iud  fcftcd  for¬ 
ty  days  and  ferry 
rights,  towwaf- 
ttrirardf  AH  hus- 


PlRlP.HKASC. 

TMmediatblt  after  Jefus  was  baptized^* aiifffilfed 
^  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  ihe  Spirit'  moved  him,  hy  an 
inward  fuggeftkm,  to  go  further  into'  a  more  defolate 
pan  of  the  wildemefs,  that  he  might  engage  in  a  dofe 
combat  with  Satan,  the  chief  of  devils,  and  defathim, 
before  he  entered  upon  his  public  mitiiftry;  thereby 
teaching  his  difciples  and  forvants,  at  their  entrance 
upon  his  ways  and  work,  to-expeft  great  temptations ; 
and  giving  them  an  example  of  overcoming  the  evil  one 
by  the  word  of  God. 

2  Here,  like  Mafes  the  -giver,  and  EBas  the  reftorer, 
of  the  law,  (ExtxL  xuiv.  28.  and  1  Kings  six.  8.)  he 
continued  without  eating  or  drinking  any  thing  for  for¬ 
ty  days  and  forty  nights  together ;  ana  was,  in  fome 
way  unknown  to  us,  tempted  of  the  devil,  {Lukeii.  2.) 

Daring 


Ch.  iv. 


*  And  wticn 

the  tempter  came 
to  him,  ho  fail, 
IT  (hon  be  the 
Son  of  God, com* 
Bund  that  theft 
ftoies  be  made 
trad. 
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During  all  thar time,  he  was  miraculously  upheld  with* 
out  any  uneafy  appetite  tor  food ;  hut  at  the  end  of 
thole  days,  be,  like  other  men,  was  hungry. 

3  Satan  took  this  opportunity  to  come  to  him  in  fomC 
vifible  form,  and,  accommodating  bis  temptation  to 
the  circumftances  Cbrift  was  then  in,  faid  to  him.  If, 
as  has  been  pobliihed  at  your  baptifm,  you  he  indeed 
the  Son  of  God,  let  me  fee  a  proof  of  it,  in  your  now 
doing  fomething  for  yonr  own  relief :  Command  tbefe 
Hones  in  the  wtldernefs,  or  feme  one  of  them,  to  be 


turned  into  bread,  that  you  may  at  once  fhew  your 
power,  and  eat  and  be  fatisfied. 

«  Sot  bt  tn*  4  But  Jefus,  knowing  that  bis  deGgn  herein  was  to 
(vend  and  faid,  it  put  him  upon  a  ncedlefs  proof  of  his  relation  to  God  the 

iLiTiiKxtiK^br  father,  and  upon  diftrufting  his  care,  replied  in  the 
bind  iIobc,  fan  words  of  feripture,  {Deut.  viii.  3.)-  the  purport  of  which 
by  tnpf  void  was.  That  the  life  of  man  is  not  fuftained  merely  by 
of  rfaemiufa  ^read,  hut  by  the  will  and  command  of  God,  ana  by 
«f  God.  his  bldfing  upon  whatever  his  providence  ihail  appoint 

and  afford  to  fupport  it. 

j  Then  thole-  j  When  the  devil  found  himfelf  haiHed  in  this  temp* 

cu  tat*on*  he  moved  Chrtft  to  gp  along  with  him  to  Jeru- 
tr,  «d  Detteth  falem  +  \  who  eonfenting,  went ;  and  when  they  were 
bi«n  on  a  pinna-  COme  to  the  top  of  the  temple,  he  fufiered  himfelf  to  be 
c  of  the  tempk,  p]aeC(|  ^  t|^e  upper  part  of  one  of  its  wings  or  battle¬ 
ments,  (oftpTm). 

«  Aadftithiw  6  And  the  devil  having  raifed  him  to  fuch  a  danger* 

ht thcSooof Cod*  0,,s  ao<^  formidable  height,  faid,  If  you  be  the  Son  of 
thyfelfdoont  God,  throw  yourfclf  down  to  the  ground;  and  fee 
for  k  »  written,  whether  God  will  interpofe  to  preferve  yon  from  mif* 

cHW  by  the  fall :  For,  fine*  yon  pretend  to  make  the 
(■mine thee,  and  fcnpture  your  rule,  ft  is  written,  in  a  protnue  particu- 
fo^Wthcy  larly  oftheMelfiab,  (P/aL  xci.  n,  12.)  Hi  JbaB  give 
fit  ***  angels  charge  ever  thee ,  and  in  tbeir  hands  Jball they 

thou  <U(b  in,  foot  bear  thee  up,  Ufi  at  any  time  thou  dafl>  thy  feat  again# 
apiflft  a  An*,  a  fiont.  Here  is  your  warrant :  Why  then  ihould  you  not 

give  me  this  proof  of  that  chara&er  ?  If  you  are  indeed, 
the  Son  of  God,  what  (hould  make  yon  afraid  ? 

t  jdosfaSdM*  7  But  as  Satan  had  craftily  left  out  that  part  of  the 
to  him,  hit  writ*  ten  which  relates  to  Chrift's  bang  kept  in  all  his  -ways 

to  which  God  Ihonld  call  him ;  Jefus  replied  in  the 

the  Lord  thy  words  of  another  feripture,  {Dcut.  tL  i6<)  where  it  is 
Cod.  written. 


N  O 

t  It  b  toocn^*  and  frivoUuifoTuquirt 
vheihn  chit  Lord  with  Safari  through 

the  air,  or  upon  the  ground  i  But  »iiididvcr 
it  was*  there  is  no  oecjfwn  to  fuppnfc  that 
fci  far  put  Mmiclf  btG  dit  pov.cr  of  .ht 

I,  Po 


T  %  t 

devil,  u  to  go  to  any  plaotf  without  hrs  owtt 
confeat*  Sauo  only  ltd  him,  of  hiiix 
along  with  him  to  Jmefikn*  it 

fc  rvp  reiki,  9* 

l* 


*  5oic* 
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written,  Thoufiafy  not  tempt  the  herd  thy  God;  m  i*  e. 
Thou  (halt  be  fatisfied  with  proper  and  reafonable  proofs 
ot  his  fatherly  care  of  thee;  and  (halt  not,  from  a  dif* 
truft  of  his  power  and  gooduefs  m  the  ordinary  way  of 
providence*  wilfully  or  unnecdTarily  throw  thyfelf  into 
danger,  to  try  whether  God  will  work  a  miracle  for 
thee  or  not* 


9  A  pin  the 
dtvil  tifcttb  hi.n 
int<>an  txcenl* 
ing  high  motm* 

tain,  and  fhcurrth 

him  alt  I  he  king¬ 
dom  so  ;';heworU. 
and  cite  glory  of 
them.; 

*  And  faith 
uuifj  him,  All 
thrfe  things  will 
I  thee,  if 

ihtsU  wilt  fail 
do^n  and  wor- 
Jiiip  me. 

i-j  Then  faith 

Jrfus  onto  him* 

Gee  thoc  hence, 
6a»:in  :  for  it  is 
written ,  Thou 
flialt  wuiihip  the 
Lord  thy  God, 
and  him  only  Hull 
thou  ftrve. 


n  Then  Ux 
devil  leaveth  him, 
and  behold*  an* 
j^rlscam; and  m\~ 
AiiVed  onto  him* 


1 1  How  when 

Jeftis  had  heiFd 
that  Fohn  ^v^sc-ift 

i|"  * 

into  prifon,  he 
departed  into  Ga- 


8  When  Satan  was  difappointcd  in  the  attempt, 
which  he  made  under  a  (hew  of  religion,  he  turned 
horribly  impious ;  and,  carrying  Chrift  up  to  a  very 
high  mountain,  rep  re  fen  ted  to  him  all  the  dates  ana 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  in  their  moft  glittering  pomp 
and  grandeur,  as  if  they  bad  really  been  before  bis  eyes; 

9  And  at  the  lame  time  made  him  an  offer  of  all  the 
honour,  riches,  power,  and  pleafure,  that  the  whole 
world  could  afford*  in  cafe  he  would  prOftrate  himfclf 
before  him,  and  pay  him  religious  worihip,  as  many  of 
the  Gwtile  idolaters  had  ufed  to  do* 

10  Then  Jcfus  turned  (hort  upon  him  with  indigna¬ 
tion  and  abhorrence,  faying,  Othou  enemy  of  the  Di¬ 
vine  Majefly,  begone ;  I  can  bear  with  you  no  longer : 
For  what  you  now  fugged  is  an  attempt  upon  the  impe¬ 
rial  crown  of  heaven*  and  directly  'contrary  to  the  eter¬ 
nal  law  of  all  religious  wo  rib  ip,  which  confines  it  to 
God  alone*  as  appears  from  what  is  written,  [Deut*  vi. 
13.  and  at.  20.)  the  plain  meaning  of  which  is,  Thau 

/halt  vtorjbip  the  Lord  thy  Gody  and  him  &:ly  Jbalt  thou 

ferve* 

11  The  devil  was  now  entirely  vanquilhed ;  and, 
having  no  further  hope  of  fuccefs*  nor  yet  being  able  to 
refill  ChriR's  word  of  command*  quitted  the  field  to  the 
great  Conqueror :  And  as  foon  as  he  had  left  him*  the 
holy  angels  +  came  to  him*  nottoaffift  him  in  the  con- 

for  the  battle  was  now  over*  but  to  congratulate 
his  glorious  viftories,  and  to  fupply  him  with  the  re- 
frelhmems  of  nature  that  were  needful  after  his  great 
fatigue  and  long  fading. 

12  Some  confiderable  rime  after  thefe  things*  Jefus 
hearing  that  John  the  Sapttft  was  thrown  into  prifon* 
he*  to  avoid  the  fury  of  the  Pbafifees ,  withdrew  to  a 
great  diftance  in  the  Upper  GaRleey  that  there  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  continuing  to  preach  the  gofpel 
during  John7*  confinement* 

13  And 


NOTES. 

*  fuppoft*  that  Chrifl,  in  ailedpng  ^niVci'  moil  fuitablt  to  rbc  nature  of  the 
thh  pufftgc  of  icriprure,  intimated  Mmftlf  ut  tempmaun, 
he  the  LtrJ  <J$d  j  a  ad  that  therefore  it  kj* 

I  in  Sitan  to  tcuipt  him,  lint  the  ftnie  f  This  was  prolabl?  In  foioe  viable  *p- 
^ven  in  the  pir^l'r^ie  co  niakv  the  pejrauett* 


Ch.  W. 

13  And  lea  - 
vingNxumh,  he 

came  and  duelr 
in  Gtpprnatul)  , 
which  U  upon  the 
iea-coaft,  in  the 
lonlcn  of  Zahu* 
loouidHuhcha* 
lira  : 


14  That  it 
might  be  fulfilled 
which  waifpoXoi 
bv  EAiwtrapro- 
pnpt*  Aying, 

1  s  TheEnd  of 

Zatalon,  and  the 
land  of  Naphtha¬ 
line,  by  the  way 
«f  thefca,  herood 
Jordan,  Galilee  of 
the  Gentile* : 

itf  The  p to* 

pie  which  fat  ie 
dirfcncft  >  Aw 
greet  fight,  and 
to  them  which  Ac 
in  the  region  and 
flurfow  of  death, 
light  i*  Jpning 
opw 


17  Prom  thac 
tiaie  jefni  begin 

to  preach,  and  to 
Ay,  Repent,  for 
the  kingdom  of 
httveaisathand* 


vB  And  Jtfiw 
walking  by  the 
feiof  Gablet,  Aw 
two  brethren,  Si¬ 
mon,  called  Pa* 
cr,  and  Andrew 
his  brother,  caft- 
ing  a  net  into  (be 
A a  ;  (for  they 

*trc  fiiW] 

1  p  And  he 
faith  unto  them. 
Follow  roc,  and 
I  uiil  make  yna 

i-lure  of  men. 


Tbe  Ev&ngelift  Matthew  farapbra/ed*  Ip 

m 

13  And  quitting  bis  abode  at  Nazareth,  (which  lay 
in  .the  Lower  Galilee,  near  the  confines  of  Ijfacbar,) 
where  he  bad  been  brought  up,  and  dwelt  rill  his  bap- 
tifm,  (Mark  i.  9.)  and  where  the  people  afterwards  re¬ 
jected  him  in  his  public  miniftry,  and  offerer-  •riolcnce 
to  him  through  their  unbelief,  (Luke  iv.  2 p»)  oe  went 
and  took  up  his  refidence  at  Capernaum,  a  large  city  of 
the  Upper  Galilee,  near  the  lea  of  Tiberiae,  (which  is 
alfo  catted  the  fea  of  Galilee ,  ami  th'-  lake  of  Genntfaret,). 
in  the  tribe'  of  Neptbali,  bordering  upon  that  of  Za- 
balon  t 

14  And  he  removed  thither,  that  by  bis  abode,  and 
preaching,  and  walking  miracles  there,  the  prophecy 
of  Ifaiah  might  be  fulfilled,  (chap.  ix.  i,  2.)  laying, 

15,  16.  The  inhabitants  of  the  country  of  Z.a- 
bukn,  and  the  country  of  N apt  halt,  feared  hy  the 
fea  beyond  the  river  Jerdan,  even  Galilee  of  the 
Gentiles,  where  they  reforted  for  traiEck,  and  were 
mixed  with  the  Jew  :  This  people,  that  fat  in 
grols  darknefs  and  great  diftrefs,  under  the  ywet  of 
fin  and  Satan,  have  feen  an  excellent  and  important 
light  hy  the  Sun  of  rigbtcouihcfs’s  rifing  upon  them  $ 
and  they  that  were  in  fo  extremely  mifcrable  and  danger¬ 
ous  a  cafe,  and  continued  fo  long  contented  in  it,  that 
they  might  be  faid  to  Jit  in  the  very  region  and  fliadow 
of  death,  juft  upon  the  coniines  of  eternal  deftrufiion; 
to  thefe  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  the  blefled  God 
has  appeared,  finning  more  and  more  to  the  perfect  day. 

1 7  From  the  time  of  Chrilt’s  coming  into  thefe  parts, 
he  began  to  preach  to  the  people  in  the  fame  manner  as 
John  tie  Baptift  had  before,  faying,  The  grace  of  the 
gofpel  is  now  brought  near  to  you  j  and  let  this  excite 
and  encourage  you  to  repent  of  yout  former  evil  thoughts 
and  ways,  and  turn  to  God  from  all  your  iniquities, 
(See  the  note  on  chap.  iii.  2.) 

18  And  as  he  was  walking  near  Capernaum ,  upon 
the  Ihore  of  the  fea  of  Galilee ,  he  faw  two  fifliermen, 
that  were  brethren,  calling  their  net  into  the  fea:  One 
was  Simon,  who  was  called  Peter and  the  other  was 
Andrew  ;  men  in  low  life,  and  of  mean  education,  but 
induftrious  in  their  huftndk. 

19  And  he  faid  to  them  both,  Give  yourfelves  up  to 
my  authority,  do&rine,  and  example,  and  I  will  put 
yoa  into  a  more  excellent  calling,  and  employ  you  in 
a  much  more  honourable  work;  for  infieadof  catching 
fith  with  nets,  I  will  make  you  the  iuftruments  of  ga¬ 
thering  fouls  to  me  by  the  gofpel,  and  tranlkting  them 
from  the  power  of  Satan  into  my  kingdom. 

p.  1.  B  2  20  And 
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no  And  they 
fhaightway  left 

fair  nets  and  fol- 
Lvcd  bio/* 


%j  And  gain* 
oti  From  thenet, 
he  fa  ur  other  two 
brethren,  James 
fa  fiv  ofZrfccdec, 
i&d  Jf&jn  hie  bro¬ 
ther,  In  «  fljip 
wkhZebedrethdr 
father,  nModinr 
their  nets:  and 
he  called  them* 


at  And  they 
tmtnHiitfly  kft 
the  (V^and  their 
father,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  him* 


And  Jefiw 
went  shoot  aflGa- 
tlee,  teaching  tit 
thur  rfynagpgoe*. 


and  preaching  the 
gofpdoftfoe  king¬ 
dom,  and  he=Tn?g 
all  OEmncrof  tick  * 
rtrr$,ui(tifl  man¬ 
ner  of  difctfs  a- 


swqg  the  people. 


*4  And  tm  fame 

atnt  throughout 

all  Syria :  and 
they  brought  un¬ 
to  him  all  tick 
people  that  were 
taken  with  divers 

dip 


so  And  fuch  power  went  forth  with  bis  .word  to 
their  hearts*  that  it  immediately  gained  their  con- 
fent ;  for,  in  obedience  to  his  call,  they  inftahtly  left 
their  fi fliing  trade*  and,  clearing  with  full  purpofc  of 
heart  to  him,  furrendered  themfelves  to  his  difpofal  and 
command. 

2 1  Soon  after  this,  as  he  was  going  from  that  place 

with  thefe  difciples,  be  met  with  another  pair  of  brethren, 
who  were  alfo  fifiierraen,  and  were  not  idle,  but  mend* 
tug  their  nets  in  a  boat  with  .their  father  Zebtdet ;  one 
was  Jama,  whom  Herod  afterwards  killed  with  the 
fword,  (jfdn ii.  2.) ;  and  the  other  was  John,  who  he* 
came  both  an  apoftle  and  facred  hiftorian ;  and  Jcfua 
called  thefc,  iuft  as  he  had  called  the  other  two  before, 
and  for  the  fame  purpofe,.  that  he  might  employ  them 
in  the  nobler  ferviccs  of  his  kingdom. 

22  And  he  no  fooner  fpoke  to  them,  but  they  felt 
the  extraordinary  power  of  liis  grace  upon  their  fouls, 
which  engaged  them  immediately  to  leave  their  fecular 
trade,  profits,  and  relations,  and  to  follow  him,  that 
they  might  learn  of  him,  and  give  themfelves  up  to  the 
work  to  which  he  called  them. 

23  And  with  thefe  dtfciple6  Jefus  travelled  through 
all  parts  of  Galilee,  iuilru&ing  the  people  publicly  in 
their  places  of  religious  worlhip,  and  privately  every 
where  el  ft,  as  opportunities  offered ;  infilling,  in  all  bis 
difeouries,  oa  the  things  that  relate  to  the  kingdom  of 
grace  and  glory  j  and  confirming  the  divine  authority, 
truth,  and  excellence  of  his  doctrine,  by  merciful  and 
miraculous  cures  of  all  farts,  even  of  the  greateft  and 
mod  dangerous  diieafes,  as  well  as  of  the  lefler  infir¬ 
mities,  that  any  people  were  affi&ed  with. 

24  By  this  means  his  renown  fpread  abroad  through 
the  neighbouring  country  of  Syria  :  So  that  all  who  had 
any  chronical  and  languifliing,  or  acute  and  raging 
diicafes,  of  what  nature  or  kind  foever ;  and  all  that 
were  corporally  pofiefled  by  devils  *,  and  fueh  as  were 


N  O 

*  Let  it  he  ©fcferred  once  for  j11,  thai  the 
fsgffid  lvith  divitt  c-mnot  ineau  onfy  ptrfoiu 
iliiiAnl  with  frmc  ftreo^e  difufe ;  for  they 
are  and  in  other  places,  evidently  di¬ 
rt  inguHbcd  from  the  difcaied :  And  Chritf** 
f peaking  on  various  occation$  to  ihcfr  evil 
ipiriia  a*  diSinlt  from  the  perJoo*  jio&ficd 
by  them;  hh  commanding  thrift,  amt  aiking 
them  qurf  lions,  and  Teedviug  anlWm  from 
then*,  or  not  rti&rfog  them  to  ;  and 
ieTcral  ditbg  to  the  terrible 

jhyetrroafuml  they  had  op  la  the  |iuf- 

ud  lo  the  manner  of  Chrttt\  tailing 


T  E* 

them  cut,  and  particularly  thHr  elking  tnd 
obtaining  leave  to  enter  the  herd  of  mot, 
and  hurry  tag  them  headlong  into  the  fa; 
can  nenr  be  aecovnted  for  by  any  diQcatprr 
vlisttbcver.  And  whereas  iflftances  of  lich 
pofleffion*  are  not  fo  commonly  to  be  met 
wtch  before  or  tincc  the  days  of  our  S*rjpar 
oh  outh  :  ii  Iccnis  to  have  been  ordered  by  4 
fpeciel  prorideuc^  that  they  fbottfd  be  fuf- 
forrd  to  he  more  frequent  then,  that  he,  who 
c*me  :oddlroy  the  of  the  devfl,  might 
more  remarkably  and  viliblj  triumph  o- 
vs  r  Ui*n  i  iud  that  ail  tbc  Icgtom  of  httl 


€h.  iv. 

difej&f,  mod  tor- 
irenu;  uuldkafc 
vhkh  «ck  pof* 
&flrd  with  drriJs, 
and  tbofe  'which 
mm  lunatic,  and 
ihoTc  that  had  the 
pilfy  ;  tad  he 
healed  them. 

if  And  there 
full  owM  him  gnat 
nQltituikiofp^ 
pkB  fions  Gail, 
kc,  and  fr*m  Dc- 
nptdim,  and  from 
JeraUterp  t  and 
from  judci,  and 
from  beyond  Joi- 
dUK 
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diftra£fced  at  certain  changes  of  the  moon*  and  paralytic 
pc  rib  Da,  vhofe  diftempers  were  reckoned  among  the 
incurable,  were  brought  to  him }  and  he,  in  the  great* 
nefs  of  bis  divine  power  and  commifGon,  freely  and 
perfc£Uy  healed  them  in  an  infant :  He  only  fpafce  the 
word  and  it  was  done  ;  juft  as,  in  the  creation  of  this 
world,  God Jktd i  Let  it  be  fcf  and  it  was  Jo* 

25  And  abundance  of  people,  being  moved  by  thefe 
wonderful  appearances,  crowded  after  him  from  all 
parts  far  and  near,  even  from  Galilee^  and  Dtcapolis  (a 
country  which  contained  ten  cities  bordering  upon  Sy - 
rid,  and  was  chiefly  inhabited  by  Gentiles,)  and  front 
Jtrufidem  and  Judea y  and  from  beyond  Jordan 9  to  fee 
his  miracles,  and  hear  him  preach ;  fome  out  of  curio* 
fity,  others  out  of  envy,  others  to  get  cures,  and  o* 
thers  to  learn  of  him  for  their  own  fpmtual  and  favine 
benefit. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

God  atone  is  the  object  of  all  religious  worship ;  and  to  them  whofe  trraft  and 
dr  prudence  are  fiat  on  him  hr  the  way  of  duty,  his  word  aiul  providence  will  af¬ 
ford  L-very  needful  feciirity  and  fuppty*  How  artfully  would  Satan  turn  tis  off 
from  Cod,  by  pervert  mg  the  foriptures*  and  fettmg  before  us  the  allurements  of 
this  world;  and  how  powerful  arc  his  afiauksl  hut  how  caiUy  can  the  fuperior 
witdom  and  power  of  our  great  Lord  confound  and  overcome  him  !  Clirift’s  con¬ 
ceits  are  the  ground  of  the  believer's  hope  and  fefety ;  and  in  tils  ftreogth,  and 
after  his  example,  we  ihould  trie  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of 
God,  and  is  divinely  fufEcient  to  defeat  afl  the  temptations  of  the  evil  one,  and 
bring  os  off  with  victory  and  advantage*  How  wonderful  were  our  Lord's  works, 
and  how  glorious  was  his  fame  I  with  what  eagernefe  did  innumerable  multi¬ 
tudes  flock  about  him,  though  with  different  views,  and  many  evert  from  GtntiU 
countries  1  And  O  whit  a  bfcfled  Saviour  have  vre !  The  grace  of  his  kingdom  is 
the  moft  engaging  motive  to  true  repentance  x  For  he  has  brought  life  and  immor¬ 
tality  to  light  by  the  gofpel,  difooflefles  Satin,  and  flirds  the  Tight  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  a  dark  world,  and  In  the  darkest  fools;  yea,  he  freaks  to  the  very  heart, 
that  he  may  gain  fohinifelf  a  willing  people  in  the  day  of  hrs  power;  and  when 
Chrift  calls,  it  is  our  duty,  honour,  and  advantage,  to  leave  all  soul  follow  him, 
whether  it  be  in  the  fervice  of  the  fan^uary,  or  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  pri¬ 
vate  life* 

NOTE. 

might  he  put  to  the  more  open  and  difmay~  which  drilled  the  evidence  of  angels  or  fpi* 
ing  Quusc,  zt  a  time  when  their  power was  lit  a,  {AHs  menu  9.)  and  prevailed  immi; 
as  its  higheff  both  in  the  fbub  and  bodies  of  the  chief  men  of  figure  and  lemming  ia  ibofg 
men  ;  as  a Ifo  that  plain  fe&s  might  be  u  ien-  ckya- 
hblr  confutation  of  the  Saitdutca#  error. 


■i  ■  .i-1  i 


C  H  A  P.  V. 

The  former  part  cf  Chrijl'f  fermott  m  the  mount.  The  bltjjtngs  !>e  pro¬ 
nounces.  i, — u.  The  duties  be  enjoins  t  13, — 20.  And  the  viijiakei 

he  cerreRtf  ij  hit  interpretation  of  tbs  /itu‘>  2ij— -48. 
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Tc  XT* 

And 

the  mnki- 
tmlc5,  he  went  Up 
into  4  mounttiA  i 
and  when  he  wa* 
fex,  bi$  diieipks 
cane  unu  hitu. 


>  And  be  o- 
penedhu  innuth, 
and  taught  them, 
'faying 


j  Tlleflcd  an 
the  poor  in  fpi- 
ritj  for  tbekt  it 
the  ^flgdcis  of 

bUTUL 


4  RldTed  4 re 
they  that  mmrn: 
for  they  Ihull  be 
romfortciL 


S  BLeflrd  art 
The  meek  ;  for 
they  fhill  inherit 
the  earth* 


w 


Ch.  v. 

Paraphrase. 

I  Ien  vaft  multitudes  were  brought  together  by  the 
fame  of  Ch rift’s  miracles,  his 'heart  was  moved 
with  campaffion  to  peri  Qj mg  fouls,  as  well  as  to  difeafed 
bodies :  And  for  the  convenience  of  getting  out  of  the 
preis,  and  of  being  the  better  heard,  he  went  up  a  hill 
that  was  near  him  in  G alike ;  and,  fitting  down  after 
the  manner  of  the  Ymti/b  doctors,  his  difciplcs  drew 
nigh,  and  flood  before  him  to  hear  his  difeourfe. 

2  Then,  in  the  audience  of  the  people,  he  lifted  op 
his  voice  with  great  folemnity  and  carneftnefs,  giving 
the  following  indruAions,  force  of  which  were  peculiar 
to  bis  difciplcs,  and  others  common  to  ail.  And,  like 
the  Saviour  who  was  come  to  make  his  people  happy, 
and  to  encourage  their  obedience,  he  began  his  fermoa 
in  pronouncir;  S»!  v dings  upon  them  under  various  cha- 
rafters  and  circumftances,  faying, 

3  They  are  truly  blefled,  and  I  will  make  them  fo, 
who  have  low  thoughts  of  themfelves,  are  humbly  fen- 
fible  of  their  ownignorancc,  fiufulnefs,  and  inefficiency, 
and  are  defirous  to  be  taught  of  God ;  whofe  hearts  are 
likewife  weaned  from  the  riches,  honours,  and  plca- 
fures  of  this  life,  and  are  ready  to  part  with  al)  things 
here  for  the  gofpePs  fake  ;  and  who,  though  they  may 
be  poor  in  this  world,  are  not  high-fpirited  and  dif- 
Guisfied  with  the  difpo&ls  of  God’s  providence,  hut 
humbly  fubmit  to  his  will,  and  elteem  heavenly  blef- 
fings  as  the  belt  of  all '  treafures  :  Thcfe  are  already 
blefled,  and  fhall  be  fo  for  ever ;  for  they  have  a  (hare 
and  intereft  in  all  the  riches  an  (Th  on  ours  of  the  king* 
dom  of  grace  here,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  glory  here* 
after. 

4  Blefled  are  they  that  are  now  mourning  after  a 
godly  fort,  with  contrite  hearts  and  broken  (pints, 
under  a  fen  (e  of  their  fins,  and  of  the  miferies  which 
they  deferrcdly  feel  or  are  expofed  to :  For  their 
wounded  fpirits  (hall  be  healed,  and  they  that  thus 
four  in  tears,  (hall  reap  with  joy ;  they  (hall  in  due 
fcafon  be  revived  wirh  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  (lull  enter  at  length  into  the  everlalling  joy  of 
their  Lord. 

5  Blefled  are  they  who,  fenfible  of  their  own  un- 
worthiuefc,  and  of  God’s  great  good  nets  and  pardoning 
grace,  take  every  thing  well  at  his  hands,  and  quietly 
bow  to  his  holy  and  fovereign  will  in  all  things,  with¬ 
out  murmuring  and  fretting;  and  who  arc  affable, 
gentle  apd  patient  to  their  fellow* creatures,  .hardly 
provoked  and  eafily  appeafed t  Thefe  meek  fools  are 


CL  v. 
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happy;  far  they,  by  the  bldling  of  Providence,  ffiaU 
have  as  much  of  this  world  as  is  bed  for-  them,  and 
(hall  quietly  enjoy  it  with  the  good-will  and  friendftnp 
of  God  and  man,  and  with  the  great  eft  tranquillity  and 


0  Bldlcd  at* 
they  which  do 
hunger  and  third 
after  righteocf * 
neffi  i  fi>r  they* 
ihallbc  £J3cd» 


T  Bkflnl  art 

the  merciful :  for 

tl*y  (hall  obtain 
I&wcy* 


farisfaftion  in  chcir  own  minds* 

6  Bleffed  arc  they  who  have  &  high  value  for,  and 
deep  concern  about,  the  everlalting  righteoufnefs  I  am 
come  to  bring  in  to  juftify  them  that  believe  in  me*  and 
about  their  being  renewed  in  holinefs  after  the  image 
of  God  for  all  obedience  to  him  ;  and  who  are  as  ear- 
neffly  and  heartily  defirous  of  thefe  things,  as  an  hun~ 
gry  and  ibirfty  man  is  of  meat  and  drink*  fo  that  they 
cannot  be  fatisfied  without  them  :  They  fha.il  have  the 
defire  of  their  fouls ;  my  righteoufnefs  fhall  anfwer  for 
them,  and  my  grace  fhall  make  them  holy  in  heart 
and  lifts,  and  all  the  b  Idlings  of  the  gnfpel  fhail  be 
theirs* 

7  BldTed  are  they  who  put  on  bowels  of  mercy,  and* 
upon  truly  pious  and  evangelical  principles,  are  com - 
paffionate,  and  ready  to  deal  tenderly  with,  and  relieve 
the  mifenble  \  to  forgive  injuries,  and  forbear  fever!  * 
ties,  when  they  have  an  advantage  againil  any  ;  to  di¬ 
stribute  to  the  nectflitics  of  the  poor  *  to  fyropathize 
with  and  fuccour  the  alHi&cd  >  to  pity  tbe  ignorant, 
and  do  what  in  them  lies  to  convert  fnners  from  the 
errors  of  their  ways ;  and  to  comfort  fuch  as  are  of 
forrowful  hearts ;  For  they  are  under  the  protnife,  and 
feall  obtain  mercy  of  God  and  man,  anfwerable  to  their 


wants. 

s  BidW  art  8  Bleffed  are  they  whofe  religion  is  pure  and  unde- 
txiTij  filed,  wbofe  hearts  are  purified  hy  faith,  whole  confci- 
for^they  Gull  fee  ence8  arc  purged  from  guilt,  wbofe  tempers  are  formed 

for  holinels  and  obedience,  and  who  are  cleanfed  from, 
all  allowed  hypoertfy,  pride,  andfenfuality :  Thefe  arc 
hlefled  indeed;  for  God  will  manifeft  himfelf  to  them 
here,  fo  as  he  doth  not  to  the  world  ;  and  they  fhall 
have  the  beatific  vifion  and  enjoyment  of  him  for 

ever* 

*  BldW  art  9  BlelTed  are  they  who  are  of  a  peaceable  difpofition, 

kew  -PT>r'  lE4"  ^ovc  an<*  cn<^eavour  maintain  and1  promote  peace, 
fliTll  he  caiLcrl the  arw^ t0  repair  its  breaches  among  their  families,  ncigh- 
duJdrcn  of  God.  bourhood,  and  acquaintance,  and  in  all  religious  and 

civil  focitties,  os  far  as  they  have  opportunity,  and  cau 
do  it  in  confidence  with  truth  and  purity :  Thefe  ars 
blefied ;  for  this  character  proves  them  to  be  the  chiN 
drenof  God,  that  bear  bis  like  nets;  and  they  fhall  be 
owned  as  fuch,  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  that  belong 
to  the  adoption  of  forts. 

B  4  io  Bkf- 


24  72*  Evangelift  Matthew  paraphrased. 

36  Btfflcd 

*rg  ehey  which 
arc  jHr&riiutl 
fur  ri^tfiudjbeb 
fake  :  for  t hdw 
is  the  kingdom  of 

JiCEV^n. 


ii  BlefTcd  art 
ycwbrnmeoftisll 
revile  you*  and 
per  frciztc  yoa+  and 
fhall  (ay  all  fnan~ 
iurofe?tl?gai|ifi 
yon  Ulidy  lor  my 


i&  Rejoice , 
and  oe  exceeding 
plad:  for  grraf 

n  your  reward  in 
heaven :  for  to 
perfccwlcd  they 
the  propixi* 
which  were  be¬ 
fore  yop+ 


T)  Ye  are  thp 
fklt  of  the  earth  : 
hat  if  the  fait 

have  loft  hij»  fa* 

ronr,  wherfpjih 
fball  it  be  fdreit  ? 

It  is  thenceforth 
good  for  nothing, 

bat  to  becaft  out, 
ml  to  be  trodden 
voder  fqpt  of 


14  Y«  m  the 
light  of 
World,  A  City 
that  is  f«  on  an 


Ch.  y. 

J  1  ^ 

io  lMefled  are  they  who  with  faith  and  patience  un¬ 
dergo  the  fevereft  perfections  for  my  lake  and  the  go- 
fpel's,  and  for  tbeir  conscientious  adherence  tot  and  pro- 
feftton  of  my  truths  and  ways :  For  they  are  indeed  my 
fubj e£b,  and  fliall  have  the  comforts  and  bldUngs  of  my 
kingdom; 

j  t  As  to  you,  my  difciples,  ye  frail  be  truly  hleffed 
when  ungodly  men  frail  load  you  with  reproaches,  and 
persecute  you  even  to  imprifonment  and  death,  and 
(hall  give  tbemfelves  liberty  to  raife  all  manner  of  ca¬ 
lumnies  again (1  you,  with  lies  and  faUchood,  on  my  ac¬ 
count,  becaufe  ye  keep  a  good  conference  toward  me  *, 
as  they  particularly  will  thole  of  you,  whom  I  have 
chofen  to  preach  my  holy  dodtrine,  in  oppofition  to  their 
lulls  and  prejudices. 

i a  Do  not  be  difeouraged  at  it,  but  count  it  your 
glory,  rejoice  and  triumph  in  it :  For  God  will  make 
you  a  rich  amends;  and  jwirr  light  qjjlitlion,  -which  it 
hut  for  a  moment,  Hull,  by  his  gracious  ordination  and 
influence,' -warl- for  yeit  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
•weight  of  gkry.  And  do  not  think  that  God  deals 
hardly  with  you  in  fullering  thefe  things  to  befal  you  in 
the  way :  For  juft  in  this  manner  the  holy  prophets, 
your  predeceffors  of  old,  were  called  to  cruel  mockings; 
hardfrips  and  fuJferings,  and  bore  them  patiently  j  but 
they  are  now  got  above  them  all,  and  are  exalted  with 
peculiar  marks  of  honour  in  heaven, 

1 3  Befides,  it  is  proper  for  you  to  confider,  that  as 
fait  is  ufed  for  feafonmg;  fo  ye,  as  teachers  and  exam- 

files  to  the  world,  are  to  diifhfe  the  favour  of  my  know- 
edge  in  doftrine  and  pta&ice,  where-ever  ye  go :  If, 
therefore,  your  hearts  are  fealbned  with  grace,  your 
doftrines  found,  and  ypnr  lives  exemplary,  ye  will  be 
indeed  bldEngs  to  the  worldi  the  means  of  purging  out 
its  corruptions  in  faith  and  manners,  and  of  making 
great  multitudes  of  converts  acceptable  to  God,  and 
pfeful  to  men.  But  if  ye  frould  difgrace  your  charac¬ 
ter,  and  degenerate  into  an  unfaithful,  cold  and  carnal 
temper,  corrupt  notions,  and  licentious  lives ;  what  can 
ever  make  you  good  and  profitable  i  There  will  be  little 
pr  no  hope  of  your  recovery ;  but  ye  will  become  the 
nioft  vyorthlefs  and  contemptible  of  all  men,  and  be 
treated  accordingly. 

14  Ye  are  to  make  me  known,  and  fpread  abroad  the 
light  of  my  gofptrl  in  a  dark  world,  and  by  inftru&iou 
and  example  to  direfl  tinners  into  the  way  of  falvation  ) 
and  what  ye  fay  and  do  will  he  exposed  to  every  one’s 
obfet ration,  like  a  city  that  is  built  upon  a  hill,  and 


Ch.  v. 


ij  Ndiber 
men  light  ji 
die,  anapitfaiin- 
dcribmid:  but 

on  «  raklldlitk, 
and  U  gif'Cth  light 
uato  ut  ihu  arc 
in  the  hoofe. 


16  Let  yoor 
light  fo  ftuoe  be¬ 
fore  men,  that 

they  may  lee  yottt 

good  work*!  and 
glorify  yoor  Fa¬ 
ther  which  ift  in 
beano* 


17  Utah  not 
thu  lueomcm 
deft  roy  the  bw  or 
the  prophets:  f 
am  not  come  to 

defray,  blit  to 
fulfil. 


18  PoPTOilyl 
f*r  i*nto  yocitTUl 

hewtn  and  earth 

paiif  our  jot  or 
one  rink  flail  in 
no  vile  pdQfc  ftwn 
the  Uw*  till  all  be 
fulfilled^ 


ip  Whomever, 
therefore,  (hail 
break  one  of  theft 

lead  GODtWtd* 
nentt,  and  fall 
leach  men  Jb,  he 
iLuIl  be  called  the 
leaft  in  the  king* 
dam  of  hemn : 

buf. 


3* be  Evangelift  Matthew  parapbrafed *  2$ 

cannot  bnt  be  taken  notice  of  by  them  that  are 
near  it* 

15  And  it  is  indeed  fortbis  purpofe  that  I  have  call¬ 
ed  you  to  be  my  difciples  and  fervams :  For  as  men  do 
not  ufe  to  light  a  candle  with  defign  to  conceal  it,  by 
whelming  it  under  a  btifhel,  or  Ihutting  it  up  in  an  ob- 
feure  place,  that  none  may  fee  it ;  but  they  fee  it  in  a 
candleltick,  that  it  may  give  light  to  all  the  room 
where  it  is,  and  chat  the  company  may  have  the  benefit 
of  it; 

16  So  ye  ought  to  take  care  that  the  light  of  your 
do&rine  and  converfation  (bine  with  conspicuous  lultre 
and  purity,  in  the  view  of  all  men,  where -ever  ye  ares 
that  they,  beholding  them,  may  be'  brought,  under  the 
influence  of  divine  grace,  to  efteem,  acknowledge,  and 
admire  the  great  excellence  of  real  religion  as  displayed 
in  you,  and  to  embrace  and  praclife  it  tliemfelves,  to 
the  glory  of  your  beavenly  Father. 

17  Do  not  imagine  that  I  am  come  to  abrogate  the 
moral  law,  or  to  let  afide  the  prophets,  or  teach  any 
thing  contrary  to  the  deGgn  of  the  writings  of  the  Old 
Teflamenr.  No;  fb  far  from  this,  that  my  great  aim 
and  work  is  to  confirm  them  ;  I  am  come  to  eftablilb 
the  moral  law  as  an  ererlaltmg  rule  of  rigbteouDicls,  to 
explain  and  enforce  it,  and  to  vindicate  it  from  die  falfe 
and  injurious  glofies  that  have  been  put  upon  it;  I  am 
likewife  come  to  fulfii  all  righteoufnels,  by  a  pcrfonal 
and  liuiverfal  obedience  to  it,  and  by  fubmitdng  to  the 
ordinances,  and  anfwering  the  types,  of  the  ceremonial 
law,  and  to  accomplifh  the  ancient  promifes  and  pro¬ 
phecies;  in  a  word,  1  am  come  to  fill  up  ( r^-otai }  all 
the  defers  of  the  Old-Teftament  difpeniation. 

18  For  1,  with  the  greatef!  folemnicy,  a  ffure  you, 
that  no  part  of  the  typical  ceremonies  of  the  law  (hall 
be  unfulfilled,  and  no  obligation  of  the  moral  law  (ball 
be  waved:  But  I  will  go  through  a  courfe  of  cxa&  obe¬ 
dience  in  every  thing  incumbent  on  me,  as  made  under 
the  law,  to  tbe  end  of  my  days  upon  earth ;  and  wiil 
furnifh  my  difciples  with  new  motives  and  afliftanccs  to 
anfwer  their  natural  and  moral  obligations  through  all  a- 
ges,  till  time  fhall  be  no  more. 

19  Whoever  therefore  fhall  wilfully  fet  afide  and 
tranfgrefs  any  one,  even  of  the  ieaft  of  thefe  moral 
commands,  as  if  they  might  be  difpenfed  with,  and 
fhall  encourage  or  teach  others  to  do  lb  likewife;  be 
fhall  forfeit  his  chara&er  of  being  my  tlifciple,  and  Ihalf 
be  looked  upon  as  unworthy  to  be  a  fubjed,  and  much 
more  an  officer,  in  my  kingdom:  But,  on  the  other 

htfij. 


*6  Ti 

but  whofo-cvcr 
fllaHdn,  and  teach 
them  t  the  fame 
(hail  be  called 
gnat  in  the  king- 
of  heaven. 


EvangeftJ} 
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10  For  HVr  Qn  to 

■ 

youtThac  except 

your  rirfitcouf - 

nefs  fhaU  exceed 
tie  tightcmfntfiof 
the  l'ctiks  and 
Fhari  fees*  ye  Hull 
in  no  caie  enter 
into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 


hand,  he  that  (hall  maintain  die  needfity  of  the  lav's 
being  fulfilled,  and  (hall  have  a  toofcientiotu  idpeA  to 
all  God's  commands,  upon  a  principle  of  love  to  him, 
and  of  faith  in  me,  and  (hall  inftrnu  and  encourage  o- 
thert  to  do  the  fame,  (hall  be  highly  honoured  among 
the  chief  of  my  fubjetla  and  fervuitt. 

20  For  I  tell  you,  that  *  unlefe  ye  be  interefied  in 
the  evcrlafting  righteouftieJs,  which  I  as  the  Meffiah 
am  come  to  hring  in  by  fulfilling  the  law,  and  which  is 
every  way  perfect  and  fiiperior  to  the  righteoufnefs  +of 
the  Scribes  and  Pharijess ;  and  unlefe  yonr  perfona] 
righteoufnefe  be  more  excellent,  fpiritual,  and  ex  ten- 
five,  in  conformity  to  the  moral  law,  than  that  which 
is  found  in  thofe  high  pretenders  to  holinefs,  who  are 
hypocritical  and  partial  in  their  obedience,  and  truftin 
themfclvesthat  they  are  righteous;  ye  (hall  on  no  ac* 
count  whatsoever  be  admitted  to  the  bleffings  of  the 
kingdom  of  grace  here,  or  of  the  kingdom  of  glory 
hereafter.  r 


1 1  Yc  hive  2 1  Now  to  give  you  Come  fpecimens  of  thefe  mens 
Jj* that  it  vss  dcfe&s,  chiefly  relating  to  their  interpretations  and  ob- 

okt  time,  r’hon  fervaoces  of  the  moral  law,  Ye  cannot  but  bare  heard, 
Ault  not  bin ;  and  that  in  this  law,  as  delivered  by  Mofes,  it  was  faid  to 

the  people  of  old  J,  Thou  Jhait  net  murder  #  and  whoe* 
danger  of  'the  Yer  >s  guilty  Aw  crime  fiaii  fa  adjudged  and  put  to 
judgmeuL  death  t  (Exod  xx.  13.  xxi.  12.):  And  ye  hereby  appre¬ 

hend,  that  there  is  no  guilt  in  any  thing  of  this  nature 
and  tendency,  except  a  wilful  murder  be  aftually  com* 
mitted. 

»r  Hm  t  fry  unto  22  But  I  fay  unto  you,  that,  by  the  true  intent  of 

foew^^mgry  God’s  ^w»  whomever  (hall  fo  much  as  indulge  raft, 
with  bis  brother  wrathful,  and  caufelefe  anger  or  a  malicious  revenge- 

vith-  fol 


NOT 

*  As  it  bra*  prophtfietl  that  the  MeHtah 
fhotild  mckt  r tees ri thtb v  fir  and  bring 

ht  e verlafing  rigktioufneft%  (Dan,  ix-  24-) ; 
and  our  Saviour,  in  tuc  ttranext  foregoing 
verfes  but  one,  had  fpokea  of  his  coming# 
tht  law  and  the  prvpbtti  /  1  do  not  fee 
why  what  he  here  fays  shout  the  rigbUouf- 
new  whkh  exceeds  ihx  of  the  Jinxes  and 
Pharifee r,  may  not  refer  back  to  all  thofe 
verfcs,  and  fo  take  In  tike  rightcoufrufs  of 
*  ^ificwbn  «s  well  at  of  ikoftifiewtiopj  to 
c  a  hint  of  what  was  afterwards  to  be  tnorc 
ty  explained*  about  his  being  the  end  of  tit 
hw  fir  rigbtee&faefs  to  every  tme  that  believes  / 
and  the  ri#hfwj/iiWf  ef  Grd  being  by  faith  ef 
Jfftt  Chrip  nuts' alt  f  aitdapos  all  them  that  ic- 
2c:v,  Rom,  iii,  11,  fit  x.  4. 

f  The  frribes  were  (he  Jnnfi  doctors  that 
expounded  die  Uw ;  and  were  either  judges 


f, 


E  S. 

la.  their  fanhedrims,  or  tcachen  in  their 
fditnli  or  In  their  frnagugue* :  They  art  the 
fame  feet  of  men  that  at  other  times  arc  calk¬ 
ed  lawyers  v  and  are  frequently  mentioned 
together  with  the  Pbarifmy  became  they  w«e 
mofily  of  that  £e€tt  and  profefied  like  ftrift* 
nds  with  titan  in  obfcrrixig  the  law,  Pri* 
deaux's  OhtwcB,  FW,  //.  p,  343. 

J^Twf  9iXaioi£*  the  dative  ok.  See 

|  Our  Lord  here  does  not  condemn  all 
forts  of  anger  ;  but  only  that  which  la 
Ids  and  revengeful :  For  auger  Is  t  naturJ 
p&Akm  of  human  nature  *  and  Qinfl  him* 
ulf,  on  juft  ooedions,  was  angry ;  and  the 
order  given  to  us  about  it  ii,  10  be  angry  W 
(Ejtitf  tv-  x  0.)  Nor  does  our  Saviour 
■  condemn  juft  and  charitable  reproof*  as 
CxprdCng  the  vanity  and  folly  of  others*  and 

de> 


& 
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without  *  -cauA, 
JluJi  be  in  danger 
of  the  judgment ; 
and  wboft-cvcr 
Hull  fay  to  hit 
broths ,  fUca  , 
Hull  bc-ixi  danger 

of  the  found! ; 
but  who  G>~  ever 
frail  Jay.  Thou 
fool,  Hull  be  in 
danger  qf  hdl- 
fii* 


13  TMsrt» 
if  thou  bring  thy 
gift  to  the  altar, 
and  then  re- 
memtaeft  That 
thy  brother  hath 
ought  agaiuft 
thec; 


14  1  iCHve  there 
thy^ft  before  Lite 

anil  go  thy 
w=y ;  firfl  be  re- 
cuuiUcri  to  tby 
brother.  Bud  then 
come  and  Olfer 
thy  gift. 


Tbt  Evangefzft  Matthew  farapbraftd*  ay 

ful  temper  in  his  own  mind,  againft  another,  though  it 
be  («**)  ineffcflual  to  his  hurt;  he,  in  the  divine  ;u> 
count,  is  guilty  of  murder  in,  bis  heart,  and  fo  erpofes 
himfelf  to  the  righteous  wrath  and  judgment  of  God* 
who  has  made  the  wages  of  fm  to  be  death :  And  he 
that  fli alt  {offer  his  padion  to  rife  ftill  higher,  and  in  the 
pride  of  his  fpirit  Iball  break  out  into  opprobrious  lan¬ 
guage,  and  fcorafully  fey  to  his  brother,  Thau  wonh- 
lefef  vain,  empty  fellow,  contra&s  yet  greater  guilt, 
and  is  obnoxious  to  the  cenfure  of  the  Jcvsijb  fanhe- 
drim,  as  well  as  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  : 
But  he  that,  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  dull  fo  far 
give  himfelf  up  to  bis  wicked  paflions,  as  bitterly  to 
cenfure  and  revile  bis  brother  with  refpeft  to  his  fpirt- 
tual  and  eternal  ftate,  and  call  him  a  profane  reprobate 
wretch,  a  firebrand  of  bell,  and  the  like,  as  if  be  were 
fuch  a  fool  as  lays  in  bis  heart  There  is  no  C$dt  fins  more 
grievoufly  ftill,  and  (hall  himfelf  be  in  danger  of  that 
hell-fire  to  which  be  damns  or  condemn  his  brother- 

23  Since  therefore  God  forbids  raft,  revengeful,  and 
caufelefs  anger,  and  evil-fpeating,  as  wdl  as  actual 
murder  3-if  you  are  about  to  offer  f  any  gift  or  fecrifict, 
or  perform  any  aft  of  religious  worfhip,  and  recollect 
that  you  have  given  juft  caufe  of  offence  by  a  hreach  of 
this  Jaw,  do  not  think  to  atone  for  it  by  your  offering, 
on  one  band;  nor  yet  dcfpair  of  obtaining  mercy  for 
the  forgivenefs  of  it,  011  the  other ; 

24  But,  perilling  in  your  defign  of  paying  the  fo- 
kmn  homage  to  God,  like  one  that  leaves  his  gift  be¬ 
fore  the  altar  in  ft  e ad  of  caking  it  away  with  him,  go 
and  reek  reconciliation  with  the  brother  whom  you  have 
offended,  by  bumbling  youxfelf  to  him,  alking  his  par¬ 
don,  and  fatisfying  him  for  any  wrong  that  you  may 

have 


N  O 

defined  for  ihrir  good  ;  For  he  himfelf  fly- 
td  the  Phariftfti  yea,  id  hisownHifcipIrs, 
do  urgent  orations,  iWr,  (Mi/,  xoiih  *7. 
and  Like  xziv.  *j.) ;  and  the  a  parties  u- 
Jed  the  (crni$,  Fjjtf  txaap  Tie*  Foot,  and  0 
fieEfo  GjiatittPi  !  (Jam 4  iL  id,  «  Cat.  xv\ 
36.  and  Gat.  iit.  1.)  fia  vt  (hould  have  a 
Strict  guard  ppon  our  tempers,  and  be  very 
ciuuoih  of  ufmg  any  (web  fort  of  words  and 
much  more  of  a  wrathful  cenJoriau*  fptrit, 
opprohrica*  langiuge,  and  peremptorily 
ting  judgment  upon  a  man's  rate  before 
C01L — Ena,  in  the  JtTpifi  language  of  that 
ajn:>  which  vu  competed  of  Jitbrenf,  & tmcf 
a:id  Chabkct  caprcficd  the  utmoft  contempt, 
as  if  a  pcrkHi  were  to  be  fpit  at.  And  in  do- 
lirribuig  the  puuifrment  of  all  theft  crimes 
there  retail  to  (w  an  allufioa  to  the  three 
cjyrti  of  jodtcsiarc  omoag  the  j<vst  aud  the 


1  E  S> 

various  degrees  of  penal  tin  infilftrd  by  them : 
One.  court  con  filed  of  three  judges  in  every 
village,  uhne  there  were  uot  +i\  hcnrij<d 
and  twenty  pertem*-;  and  the;e  fUt  upon  in¬ 
ferior  cantes:  The  tecond  couEiilal  of  fucii- 
ty -three,  uho  fit  in  the  j^tes  of  their  rirh>, 
and  judged  the  nunniMi  criminal  oulci  • 
Apt!  the  third  ConGiU-d  of  tevrirty-tnuj,  fn 

OOt  of  every  tribe;  or,  as  others  fay,  ofic- 
venty  and  tier  piddcriL ;  theie  fit  o.<* 
Jy  at  and  judged  cautes  of  the 

S merit  weight,  both  of  it  civil  and  cccJcTm  * 
kd  nature.  See  !Fca:is't  Ci'nflia*? 
p*g*  176 f  £r*\  and  iV;A  de.  > jarir*  Ltk+  11. 

<*/.*!  St  to, 

f  This  i?  appHcabir  to  prayers  u  «ril  ** 
other  Itrvift’s,  Uiot^h  fxprcftd  u 

cenrmocbl  ^iiigi>agv  t\I;U  rd::ra;a  to  th<  j«* 
tar. 


s3 


t>:nc  adrerfiry 
quickly,  whiles 
th?>u  art  id  the 
*ny  with  hint; 
left  at  any  tine 
the  adversary  de¬ 
liver  thee  to  the 
jndfle*  aul  the 
jurijj*  deliver  thee 
to  the  officer)  and 
thou  be  call  into 
prifoik 

id  Verity,  I 
ty  unto  thee , 
Thou  JhiLt  by  no 
jaeuts  emne  out 
thence,  till  thou 
had  paid  the  ut- 
tcnneJl  farthiog. 


IT  Ve  htee 

heard  thar  ts  tv 

/aid  by  them  of 
old  tin**,  Thoa 
dak  not  commit 
adultery* 

iS  But  1  €vf 
onto  you,'  Thai 
vhofborcr  look- 
eth  on  a  Woman 
to  kill  after  her, 

hath  committed 
tduhery  with  her 
aJready  in  ha 
hwt. 


^  19  And  if  thy 
f'j^hc  tyc  offitnd 
thee,  pluck  It  out, 
nod  tofl  it  from 
thcet  frrifupro- 
huble  far  thee , 
that  one  of  thy 
lotmbcre  fl™|4 
Thrift,  mod  not 
that  thy  whole 

l*nly  Ihould  be 

rail  into  hctL 
jo  Audi/ thy 

right 
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have  done  him ;  and  then  return  to  offer  jour  gift,  as 
becomes  one  who  is  encouraged  to  hope  that  he  feall 
alfo  obtain  fbrgtvcnefe  of  God. 

25*  26.  When  therefore  at  any  time  you  hare  com¬ 
mitted  a  fault  a  gain  ft  your  Chriftian  brother,  be  as 
fpeedy  as  pofSble  to  get  the  breach  made  up  again*  e* 
(pecially  conG  dering  that  God  is  hereby  offended  too. 
For  as  com  mon  prudence,  to  prevent  extremities*  would 

frat  a  man  upon  doing  his  utmoft  for  an  amicable  rime- 
y  agreement  with  his  adverfary*  who  is  about  to  bring 
him  before  a  civil  magiftratr*  left  in  the  iftue  of  the 
trial  the  judge  fhould  pafs  fentence  agninft  him*  and 
order  an  officer  to  carry  him  to  jail*  after  which  there 
would  be  no  hope  of  an  accommodation  \  fo  it  U  your 
higheft  wifdom,  intereft  and  duty*  to  feek  peace  and 
reconciliation  with  God*  as  well  as  with  your  offended 
brother*  without  delay*  while  you  are  in  the  way  of 
mercy*  and  before  it  be  too  late*  left  you  fhould  be  cut 
oft*  by  death,  and  forced  to  appear  at  the  awful  bar  of 
the  great  Judge  of  all  in  your  fins:  For  I  allure  you  that 
then  you  muftfuffer  the  fever  eft  punifbment  in  the  pri- 
fen  of  hell*  from  whence  there  can  be  no  rcleafc  till 
ou  have  fully  fatisfied  a]]  the  demands  of  divine  ju¬ 
ice*  which  you  will  never  be  able  to  do. 

27  Again,  ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  in  the  law 
to  the  people  of  old*  Thou  J bait  not  commit  adultery, 
(Exod.  xi.  1 4.)  ;  and  ye  fuppofe  that  this  relates  only  to 
a  perfbn’s  actually  lying  with  a  woman  who  is  not  his 
wife. 

28  But  1  tell  you*  That*  according  to  the  genuine 
purport  of  this  law,  wholbever  (hall  look  upon  any  wo¬ 
man  with  unchafte  defires  after  her*  and  contrivances 
how  to  accomplifb  them  $  in  the  Grft  of  thefe  cafes*  Juft 
has  conceived  in  his  mind ;  and  in  the  fecond,  it  is  fi¬ 
ll  i  feed  in  his  will:  And  fo*  in  the  judgment  of  God* 
he  is  guilty  of  adultery  in  his  heart*  though  he  has  been 
reftrained  from*  or  bas  not  had  opportunity  to  commit 
the  fed.  . 

20*  30.  If  this  or  any  other  Gn  be  ever  fo  dear  to  you  ; 
if  you  think  it  ever  fo  pleafent  or  advantageous*  and 
through  long  cuftom  and  habit  feould  find  it  as  hard 
and  felf- denying  to  part  with  it*  as  it  would  be  to  pluck 
out  a  right*  eye  or  cut  off  a  right-hand  that  had  offend¬ 
ed  or  been  an  occaGon  of  finning  j  yet,  as  it  would  he 
an  offence  to  God*  and  would  be  defiling  and  danger¬ 
ous  to  yourfelf*  and  expofe  yon  to  his  juft  and  everlaft- 
ing  wrath*  to  love*  harbour*  or  praflife  it ;  it  is  finely 
much  better  for  you  to  part  with  it*  though  you  feould 

f offer 


l 


Ch.  V. 


The  Evangdift 


so 


tight  hand  oflcnd 
;hee,  eut  k  cff* 
W  cad'  h  from 
;bte:  foritiapco- 
ficable  for  ibee 
that  one  of  thy 
members  Jhoold 
peri lh,  tod  not 
that  thy  whole 
body  Qtoold  bo 
cad  into  hdL 
jt  It  hath  been 
laid,  WbofccvCT 
Hall  put  away  his 

wife,  let  him  gfoe 

her  t  writing  of 
divorcement. 

But  1  fiy 
onto  you,  That 
whofomr  Jhall 
put  away  hit 
wife*  faring  Cor 
the  cade  of  for* 
niado,  canfith 
her  to  commit 
adultery  :  and 
vJhoJbcver  (hall 


fuffer  the  greateft  uneafinefs  and  temporal  io&  by  fo  do-* 
ing>  than  that  the  whole  body,  together  with  your  font* 
fliotild  be  call  into  hell,  there  to  be  tormented  with  in-* 
expreflible  pain  all  over  for  ever :  If  you  cannot  bear  the 
uneafioefs  of  crucifying  the  fldh  with  its  affe£tiona  and 
tufts,  how  will  you  bear  the  torture  of  everlailing  bum* 
ingt? 

31  It  has  like  wifi:  been  faid,  That  in  cafe  any  man 
lhaJi  diflolve  the  marriage- relation  to  bis  wife,  on  whac 
be  takes  to  be  a  juft  occafion,  he  dull  give  her  a  bill  of 
divorce*  that  (he  may  have  it  in  her  hand  to  fliew,  as 
Circumftances  require,  (Devt.  xxiv,  1.) 

3a  Bat  I.  {ay  unto  you,  God  did  not  command  a  di¬ 
vorce,  as  the  Pkarifces  would  underftand  it,  (chap* 
xix.  7.)  nor  was  it  acoording  to  his  defign  in  ihc  origi¬ 
nal  inlUtution  of  marriage;  but  he  only  permitted  it  to 
-your  fathers  for  preventing  greater  evils,  which,  thro* 
thq  perverienefs  of  their  hearts,  they  were  ftrongly  ad- 
didtd  to:  And  as  I  am  come  to  reduce  God’s  laws  to 
their  primitive  ftandard,  I  declare  that  henceforth  who- 

WUUIW¥TCr  uifl  14  4  # 

puny  her  that »  foeverihall  divorce  his  wife  for  any  other  caufe,  f  than 
divorced ,  com-  that  of  fornication  before  marriage,  and  of  adultery  af- 
miuctb  •dukeij.  ^  which  in  iu  own  nature  breaks  the  matrimonial 

bond,  (hall  be  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of  the  adultery 
that  is  committed  both  by  her  and  the  man  who  after* 
terwaids marries  her:  For  (he is,  in  God’s  account,  Hill 
the  wife  of  him  that  divorced  her;  and  it  is  unlawful 
for  her  to  be  married  to  any  other  whilft  her  former  huf- 
band  is  living- 

33  Again,  ye  have  heard  that  it  was  faid  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  old,  You  fhall  not  be  guilty  of  peijury  in  {wear¬ 
ing  faUely  by  the  name  of  God,  which  would  he  to 
profane  it,  (Levitt  xix.  12.);  but  that,  when  you  are 
come  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  you  fhall  look 
upon  it  as  taken  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  that  God 
who  is  the  avenger  of  ialfehood,  and  fhall  perform  it 
as  to  the  Lord,  (Numb.  m.  1,);  and  if  it  be  a  prom  if- 
fory  oath,  you  ihall  ftand  to  it  without  changing,  tho’ 
it  mould  afterwards  appear  to  be  to  your  own  hurt  iu 
your  temporal  concerns,  (Pfal.  xv.  4.) 

34  But  the  Scribes  and  Pbarifies  having  taught 
you  to  think,  that  in  common  conversation  ye  may 
fwear  foveral  forts  of  oaths  without  any  fcruple,  and 
without  looking  upon  yourfelves  to  be  bound  by  them  ; 

as, 

NOTE. 

f  Fortiicatiot)  it  a  biwfa  of  diafluy  iu  the  fingl e,  ind  adultery  in  the  married  ftste: 
But  t  have  taken  both  into  the  parapbraic,  beruiie  the  irgunicnc  for  a  divriye  hohU 
ftrunoer,  if  this  crime  is  found  to  be  conmi&ci  aftc r*  than  before  msrrii^r,  a»d  is 
«Jy  brought  to  light  oliep  fi,  H  Ti>a* 


1)  Apln,  ye 
bue  hard  tut  it 
hath  been  fad  by 
them  of  old  time* 
Thou  fltak  not 

fovfwmr  tb;  far, 
but  (hah  perform 
unto  the  Lord 
thine  oaths. 


14  But  I  Gy 
unto  you,  Swear 

not  it  all  i  nei¬ 
ther  by  heaven, 
for  it  b  God’s 
throne: 


30 
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35  Kor  by  the 
cutli|  f^FT  it  \s  his 
footftool :  ntithrr 
by  Jerufaleni,  finr 
k  b  the  city  of 
the  great  Ling* 

3$  Neither  fault 

thou  fwear  by 
ihy  head,  bccaufe 
thou  cantl  nut 
make  one  hair 
'white  or  bfcidL 


3T  Bnt  let 
ym*r  emntnuni- 
cation  be.  Yea, 


yea  s  Nay,  nay  t 
for  viutlbercr  is 


more  than  thefe, 

tometh  of  criL 


as,  particularly,  that  you  may  {Wear  by  the  heavens,  by 
the  earth)  by  Jerufaletn ,  arid  by  your  own  beads  f,  in* 
nocently  enough,  provided  the  name  of  God  be  not  in¬ 
voked  in  thofe  oaths:  I  fay  onto  you.  Do  not  fwear  in 
your  ordinary  difcourJe  at  all;  no,  not  by  any  of  thefe 
things,  which  is  virtually  fwearing  by  God  himfelf,  be* 
caufe  they  are  related  to  him  in  a  more  general,  or  mare 
peculiar  manner,  as  the  great  God  and  governor  of  all : 
Do  not  fwear  by  heaven;  for  that  is  the  throne  of  God** 

gtofy- 

35  Nor  by  the  eartbr;  for  that  is  bis  footftool,  it  is 
his  property  and  under  bis  government :  Neither  fwear 
by  JerufaUm ;  for  that  is  the  city  of  God,  peculiarly 
related  to  him  as  its  great  King,  and  fan£ttfied  by  the 
temple,  which  was  built  for  his  fpccial  refid  ence,  and 
was  confecratcd  by  him  and  to  him.- 

3 6  Nor  fliall  you  fwear  by  your  own  bead,  which  is 
more  his  than  yours :  For  he  made,  furn Khes,  and  pre- 
ferves  it ;  whereas  you  hare  no  power  over  it,  nor  over 
the  natural  life  of  which  it  is  the  fountain;  it  is  there¬ 
fore  at  his  difpofe,  and  not  yours ;  nor  are  you  able  to 
procure  even  fo  trivial  an  alteration  in  it,  aa  to  make 
any  of  its  hairs  f  grow  white  before  their  time,  or, 
when  they  become '  grey  through  age,  to  make  them 
black  again. 

37  But  let  your  fpecch  in  common  coaver&tian  be 
only  affirming  or  denying  in  plain  terms,  without  am* 
biguity;  or  at  moft  with  repeated  expreffions  of  this  fort, 
when  the  importance  of  things,  and  the  evidence  of 
one's  being  in  good  earned,  may  require  it:  For  what* 
ever  goes  further  than  thefe,  to  gain  credit  to  what  you 
fay  in  the  common  affairs  of  life,  is  of  the  devil,  (»  ™ 
rerftf*,)  or  proceeds  from  a  bad  habit,  or  from  fame  evil 
principle  or  paffion  that  ought  to  be  ftlppreffed,  or  from 
a  diftruft  of  vourfelves  as  if  ye  were  not  to  be  believed, 
or  of  them  that  ye  {peak  to- as  if  they  were  unrcafonably 
incredulous. 


38  Ye  Tim  38  Te  have  furthermore  beard,  that  in  retributions 

of 


N  O 

Sf  Thefe  particular  forms  of  iwearing 
wre  dual  among  ihe  J;irj  m  thdr  common 
coiiTfriaion;  but  thfy  did  not  look  upon 
tfwTc  forts  of  oaih^iobt  hinding,  » ippearit 
from  levtrei  of  their  ancient  writers*  Vid * 
ii?  And  whix  oar  I*ord  fays  on 
thrt  ocrt!;oft  condemns  the  loo 

mflnnkoy  farms  of  fwear  11  g  in  common 
diiburft*  jamonj  fame  in  our  thys;  fach 
as  jwr  fittl*  by  trty  Efifj  if  my  tr&ht  ty 

aud'tfre  like:  ftat  it  by  no  mui is 


r  E  $- 

forbidi  folcnin  oaths  in  2  tuJiciil  vn*t 

»  *  * 

which  are  defigiuri  for  confirmation .  to 
put  an  end  to  all  ftnfc,  (Hei.  vi*  16*); 

'  though,  alas  !  through  the  onnecefcry  fa> 
oency  and  fivere  impofcfons,  and  through 
ght  thoughts  of  thefe  kinds  of  ooiha,  as 
well  as  through  profane  curling  and  fweariejj 
iti  common  con veriatinn,  our  land  gricroui~ 

ly  mourns, 

|  Nero  facing  to  he  a  reference  to  the  hlaelc 
hah-  of  the  tafl  cm  nation  s;  and  to  llitif  grow* 
tng  groy  in  old  age. 


far  an  Eye,  tod 
a  tooth  ftv  ■ 
tooth. 


39  But  1  fay 
uoto  you,  That 
ye  rcftft  not  cviJ  \ 
but  ^bofbtvtr 
£uil  finite  thee 

oo  thy  tight 

cheek,  mm  ■  to 
him  the  Qtba  il¬ 
ia. 


Ch.  v,  <tbe  £vangelift  Ma.tthetv  paraphrafed,  jt 

heard  tfa*t  it  huh  of  juftice,  an.  eye  fhall  gu-for  an  eye,  and  a  tooth  for  a 

tooth,  which  has  been  beat  out  by  an  offender,  (Exod. 
xxt.  a4>)  fo  that,  by  the  law  of  retaliation,  Ioffes  and 
injuries  fliall  be  puniihed  in  kind;  and  this,  which  re¬ 
lated  only  to  the  magiftrates  power  for  maintaining  pu¬ 
blic  juftice  in  cafe  the  plaintiff  in  G (led  upon  and  would 
admit  of  no  other  fatisfaltion,  is  under  flood  by  your 
feriber  as  if  private  perfons  might  juftly  indulge  a  ma¬ 
licious  temper,  and  take  their  revenge,  cither  in  a  Jaw- 
fuit  or  othenrife,  as  opportunities  offer. 

39  But  I  fay  unto  you,  Do  not  iludy  to  avenge  year- 
felves  by  rendering  evil  for  evil ;  and  if  a  vindication  of 
your  characters  or  properties  be  neceffary,  let  it  be  done 
confidently  with  the  taw  of  charity :  Do  not  refill  evil, 
by  returning  tbe  fame  in  kind,  when  it  would  be  cruel  to 
inGft  upon  it;  and,  in  Idler  matters,  bear  even  repeat¬ 
ed  affronts  and  injuries  with  patience,  and  pafs  them 
by,  rather  than  retaliate ;  as  for  inftance,  if  any  man 
give  you  a  flap  on  the  face,  rather  venture  his  doing  it 
again,  than  return  blow  foi  blow,  or  right  yourlelf  in 
any  way  of  revenge. 

40  Nay,  if  any  man  be  litigious  and  would  go  to 
law  with  you  to  trick  you  out  of  your  coat,  however 
hard  this  may  feetn,  yet  it  is  in  itfelf  a  thing  of  fmall 
value}  and  you  ftiotdd  rather  let  him  take  as  much 
more,  than  with  *a  contentious  and  revengeful  temper 
to  Hand  a  vexatious  law-fuit  with  him. 

41  And  if  any  one  that  has  got  an  advantage  over 
you,  would  oblige  you,  without  right  and  reafbn,  to 
keep  him  company  for  a  mile  together;  rather  go  with 
him  twice  as  far,  than  furioufly  quarrel  with  him,  and 
oppofe  force  to  force. 

42  And  that  you  may  as  much  as  pciEble  promote 
the  welfare  of  others,  be  ready,  according  to  your  abi¬ 
lity,  to  relieve  the  neceffities  of  foch  as  apply  to  you  for 
help;  and  if  they  defire  you  to  lend  them  any  thing  that 
they  greatly  want  the  ule  of,  do  not  deny  them,  in  cafe 
you  can  let  them  have  it  without  the  hazard  of  a  loft  too 
great  for  your  own  circumftances  to  bear  •,  or  if  you  can¬ 
not  conveniently  grant  their  requeit,  yet  deal  tenderly 
with  them,  and  do  not  turn  away  in  a  huff. 

43  Once  more,  ye  have  heard  that  it  has  been  find 
in  the  law  of  God,  Thou  JbaH  love  thy  neighbour t  (I.ev. 
xix.  18. );  and  that  your  interpreters  of  this  lav-  rcllram 
the  word  neighbour  to  their  kindred  and  friends ;  and 
have  added,  that  it  is  lawful  to  hate  our  enemies,  by 
which  they  mean  all  who  arc  not  of  their  own  relations, 
country,  and  religion. 

44  Hut 


40  And  if  any 
tnm  wilt  Joe  dice 
it  die  law,  and 
nke  away  thy 

let  him  hate 
thy  cloak  aUn, 


41  And  who- 
feem  (ball  com* 
pd  thee  c o  gp  t 
mile,  go  with  him 

tfeUJL 


41  Give  to  him 
that  afkcth  thee; 
and  from  him 
that  would  bor¬ 
row  of  thee,  turn 

not  thou  away. 


41  T«  have 

heard  that  it  hath 
been  laid.  Thou 
ftiajt  love  thy 
Jicighbour  t  and 
bite  thioc  ene- 

□IV. 


32 

44  But  1  ft J 
into  ymi,  Lore 
ytmr  enemies , 
Weft  them ,  that 
cone  ywtt  do 

£wd  to  them  that 
ite  jon,  and 

pray  fri*  them 

which  defjiitrfu]- 
iy  uJc  yon  and 
pcrtecute  you : 
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44  But  though  ye  ought  not  to  think  well  of,  much 
left  to  delight  in,  the  treacherous  and  injurious  defigns 
and  finful  pra£tices  of  your  enemies  j  yet  I  fay  unto 

you,  Bear  all  good-will  to  their  perfons,  as  they  are 
partakers  of  the  fame  human  nature  with  yourfelvrs ; 
with  a  bl  effing  upon  them,  for  their  real  and  everlafbcg 
happinefs ;  and  fpeak  well  of  every  thing  that  is  com- 


4j  That  ye  may 
le  the  children 
of  ymir  Father 
whldi  is  in  k> 
wen;  for  he  ma- 
ict h  his  fun  to 
rile  on  the  evil 
o&d  on  the  good, 
ami  fcndcrli  rain 
on  the  juft  and 
on  the  unjuft, 

4*  For  if  ye 

lore  them  which 
you,  what 
reward  have  yc  t 
do  not  even  the 
pnhlkanc  the 
nunc  ? 


41  And  if  ye 
falntc  your  We* 
thrcn  only,  what 
do  ye  more  the. a 
ether?  ?  do  not 
even  the  publi¬ 
can*  fo  } 

49  Be  ye  there¬ 
fore  perfect,  even 
as  your  Father 
which  is  in  hea¬ 
ven  it  pcrfcA* 


mendable  in  them,  who  with  a  cnrfe  ana  damnation  to 
you,  and  un  right  foully  reproach  you:  Take  all  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  doing  every  office  of  beneficence  and  kind- 
nefs  to  them,  who  di  Graver  the  greateft  enmity  again  it 
you ;  and  eameflly  pray  for  their  converfion  and  falva- 
tion,  wbo  malic ioufly  traduce  andperfecute  you. 

45  In  this  way  you  will  both  m,  and  appear  to  be, 
children  of  your  "heavenly  Father's  likenefs:  For  he  be¬ 
llows  the  kindly  influences,  comforts,  and  benefits  of 
the  fiiining  fun,  and  of  fcafonable  fruitful  rains,  on  the 
wicked  as  well  as  on  the  righteous j  on  them  that  are 
enemies  to  him,  as  well  as  on  them  that  love  hint}  and 
yc  cannot  by  a  contrary  way  of  a  cling,  prove  yourfelves 
to  be  his  genuine  offspring. 

4 6  For  if  your  love  he  entirely  confined  to  your 
friends  that  are  affectionate  and  kind  to  you,  what  ex¬ 
traordinary  excellence  is  there  in  this?  what  is  there  di- 
ftingutfbtng  in  it  for  yonr  honour  as  Chriflians  ?  is  this 
any  thing  more  than  even  peifbns  of  the  word  and  mean- 
eft  characters,  fuch  as  publicans,  think  tbemfelves  obli¬ 
ged  in  common  gratitude  to  do  ? 

47  And  if  ye  are  kind  and 'friendly  only  to  tbofe  of 
your  own  fe£t,  kindred,  or  religion,  what  great  matter 
is  this  ?  do  not  all  mankind,  and  even  fuch  as  ye  count 
the  molt  vile,  infamous,  and  injurious  among  them, 
think  therafelves  bound,  by  the  common  ties  of  nature 
and  fociety,  to  do  the  fame? 

48  Let  therefore  your  principles  and  behaviour  go 
vaftly  beyond  all  this,  that  ye  may  rife  to  the  higheft 
refcmhlance  pofiibleof  your  heavenly  Father  in  his  good- 
nefs,  as  well  as  in  all  his  other  moral  perfections,  who 
is  good  to  all,  and  whole  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
works. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  excellent  is  the  genius  and  defign  of  Cbrift’s  gofpel,  which  U  calculated 
to  raife  our  hopes  of  the  trueft  fcappinc&,  and  fo  to  fupport  ui  under  alt  trials, 
amt  allure  us  unto  cheerful  obedience  I  They  are  bleffed  indeed  whom  he  blefles, 
whatever  they  may  fuder  for  his  lake.  See  how  the  dear  Saviour  begins  with  0 
peninp  his  month  in  Wettings  of  rich  variety  to  bisdifciples  under  their  numerous 
fctrmwK,  per  (editions  and  reproaches,  fears  and  dangers,  to  animate  and  cncou- 
their  holy  defires,  faith  and  hope,  moeknefs  and  patience,  humility,  love 
and  peace,  fclf-denul,  hope  and  joy :  And  O  how  great  Jhall  their  honour  and 

felicity 
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ftlicdj-lK  jt  !*ft  to  ftill  enjoyment  of  Cod  and  of 

his gtoriottfrkiogdoro  i  Whet  leading  bants  /Ed  our  Welled  Lord  give  of  goXpfcl- 
grace,  which  after  bis  death  and  refurrefliou  were  to  be  difeovcrtrd  with  clearer 
evidence,  and  more  at  large  I  Bow  perfeft  was  bis  obedience;  and  with  what  Wis¬ 
dom  aifcd'  authority  has  he  drSwri  otot  the  beauties  and  obligations  of  that  law, 
which  lathe  rule  of  duty,  tirall  its  fpirituaUty,  exaftnefs,  and  wide  extent  I  What 
a  becoming  reverence  of  God,  and  of  his  great  and  awful  name;  what  chaftity 
and  purky,  and  mortification  of  all  fin  j  what,  a  happy  dominion  over  our  appe¬ 
tites  and  paffiona  ;  wbat  a  focred  guard  upon  our  fpeecb  siKtlichaviour ;  what 
forbearance  Under  injuries ;  and  wbat  a  dftnifive  beneficence  to  mankind,  and  i- 
nutation  of  our  heavenly  Father,  does  it  enjoin,  tfct  God  in  all  things  may  be 
glorified  ]  But  how  unworthy  are  they  of  the  Dame  of  firmnta  or  difciples  of 
Chrifi,  that  relax  the  obligation,  or  encourage  a  disregard  to  the  lead  of  God’s 
conmuods  i  And  what  wfllbecome  of  them  for  ever,  if  death  and  judgment  feize 
them  id  thdr  fins !  How  ftedfaftfyvthen  Jhould  we  adhere  to  tlie  pure  won!  of 
God,  m  oppo-fition  to  all  corruptions  of  men  !  How  concerned  Ihould  mtniflers 
and  ChriftJans  be  to  fpread  the  favour  of  the  knowledge  of  Cbrlfi  in  all  places,  arul 
to  aft  up  to  thrir  characters  and  engagements  with  all  integrity*  and  without.*^ 
ferve !  How  honourable  would-this  be  to  him  and  themfeWeG^juid  what  a  Wetting 
would  it  make  them  to  the  church  and  the  world  !  And  yet/  alas !  in  how  many 
things  do  we  all  ofieod,  and  come  fliort  of  the  glory  of  God !  How  Ihould  this 
bumble  us,  and  put  us  upon  defiritig  truth  In  the  inward  parts,  and  on  believing 
in  him  with  the  hehrt  ipto  rigbteoufodft,  who  has  perfcftly  fulfilled  the  law  for 
the  juftifiealion  of  every  one  that  bdieveth  1 


CHAR  VI. 

The  continuation  cf  Chrifis  fermrn  about  alms-deeds^  prayer^  and  fajlingj 
ly — 18*  And the  preference- of  heavenly  to  earthly  treajuref  1 9,-34* 


Tsxtv 

TAkx  heed 
that  ye  do 
not  yourilmj  be¬ 
fore  men,  to  be 
ieeo  of  them ;  o- 
therwife  ye  have 
no  reward  of  yow 
father  whkh  i» 
in  hemnu 


%  Theicfcrrc 
wbes  thou  doc  It 
dust  ilaiStdofKPt 
found  a  imoipet 

before  thee,  he 

hypocrites  do,  in 
the  fyittgovucf , 
and  in  the  firms 
that  they  may 
have  glory  of 

nreu> 

VoL.  h 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  the  corrupt  glofles-  which  the  feribts  and  Phan - 
feet  have  put  upon  the  law  are  carefully  to  be 
guarded  agaihft,  fo  are  their  hypocritical  and  vain-glo¬ 
rious  pra&ices  in  religion.  In  the  M  place,  be  very 
careful  that  ye  do  not  perform  any  of  your  good  deeds, 
and  particularly  works  of  charity  and  liberality  to  the 
poor,  in  an  oftentatious  manner,  on  parpofe  to  be  ob- 
ferved  artd  applauded  by  your  fellow-creatures :  For  if 
ye  do  them  to  this  end,  they  cannot  be  called  atts  of 
piety  toward  God  your  .heavenly  Fatber ;  nor  will  be 
regarded  by  bun  as  fuch,  either  in  providential  returns 
of  the  bleDings  of  this  life,  or  in  the  gracious  recom- 
peufe  that  is  to  be  made  at  the  refurreftion  of  the  juft. 

2  Whenever  therefore  you  are  about  to  do  an  au  of 
charity,  be  not  like  the  hypocritical  Pharifeeti  who  ftu« 
dy  to  do  it  in  as  public  a  manner  as  if  they  were  to  call 
the  people  together  by  found  of  trumpet  to  be  eye-wit* 
nefles  of  it;  and  who  take  their  opportunities  for  it  in 
light  of  the  greateft  concourfe  of  people,  as  in  the  fy- 
nagogues  and  public  Greets,  that  they  may  be  admired 
by  them  and  have  their  praifes.  1  tel!  you  of  u  truth, 

f.  i.  1C  as 


34 

into,  Verilrl&y 
unto  you*  thtiy 
hive  tbrir  re  * 
ward* 

3  ftat  tfhen 
thou  duett  din% 
let  not  fhy  left 
hand- know  what 
tby  right  hand 
doc  eh  i 


The  E’oangelijl  Matthew  paraphrafed , 


Ch.  vi. 


4  That  thine 

alms  may  be  in 
6cr« :  and  thy 
Fattier  which 
fccih  in  fterct, 

himJelf  fhajl  in¬ 
ward  (bee  openly* 


S  And  when 
thon  prayed-  * 
thoti  (halt  not  lie 
a*  the  hypocrites 
art:  for'thcylofc 
to  pray  {landing 
in  the  iynagoguct 
and  iu  the  cor- 
nenof  the  flnxtsr 
that  they  may  be 
ften  of  men*  Vc- 
ri!vt  1  fly  unto 

y-At,  they  hare 
their  reward. 


€  But  *  thoo, 
■w-lien  thuu  pray¬ 
ed.  enter  into  thy 
Hnfet,  and  when 
tbou  haft  flmethy 
Jflfti1,  pray  to  thy 
father  which  is 
in  ;  and 

thy  Father  which 
feet  h  in  ffccrci  * 
Bull  reward  thee 


as  this  is  ail  thereward  they  aim  at,  in  having  this  they 
have  their  all:  A  poor  reward !  and- they  {hall  have  no 
better. 

3,  4.  But  on  the  other  hand,  ftody  to  do.  your-  a  els 
of  charity  in  a  private  manner,  that  they  may  be  obfer- 
ved  as  little  as  poflible ;  bide  them  even  from  the  ap- 
plaufes  of  your  own  mind,  that  you  may  not  have  high 
thoughts  of  yourfelf  for  them,  or  imagine  that  there  is 
any  meritjn  them  $  and  hide  them  from  the  obfervation 
of  others,  even  of  your  moil  intimate  acquaintance, 
that  they  may  not  feed  your  vainglory:  Let  them  be 
no  further  known,  than  you  (incerely  apprehend  may 
lometiraes  be  needful  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  fetting 
a  good  example  to  others ;  And  your  heavenly  Father, 
who  knows  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  and  the  moft  con¬ 
cealed  a&ioos  of  life,  will  gracioufly  obferve  and  accept 
thefe  genuine  fruits  of  faith  and  love,  and  will  take  the 
work  of  rewarding  you  Into  his  own  hand ;  he  will  ap¬ 
pear  for  you,  and  make  yoii  flune  jn  a  better  char  after 
than  the  Pharijhes  in  this  world;  and  will  bring  all  to 
light,  and  publicly  own  and  honour  you  as  his  child, 
before  men  and  angels  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

5  And  as  to  the  duty  of  private  or  folitary  prayer, 
wherein  you  have  perfonally  to  do  with  God  only,  take 
heed  of  being  like  the  hypocritical  Pbari/ets,’  wbo  chufe 
the  moft  improper  and  public  places  of  retort  for  their 
private  devotions 5  forae  times  affefting  to  offer  up  their 
fecret  prayers  in  the  fyoagogues,  while  they  ought  to  be 
joining  in  the  folemn  addreffes  of  the  whole-  auembly : 
and  at  others  prefenting  them  ft:  Ives  to  every  one's  view 
in  the  moft  open  and  frequented  places’  abroad,  fuch  as 
where  two  ftreets  meet  at  a  corner-houfe,  that  they  may 
be  obferved  and  admired  by  men,  as  if  they  were  the 
highett  favourites  with'God.  I  tell  you  of  a  truth,  this 
is  the  reward  they  feek,  and  this  is  all  that  they  fliall 
have. 

6  On  the  contrary,  when  you  go  to  offer  up  private 
prayers  to  God,  let  them  be  private  indeed :  Retire  into 

feme  room  apart  from  company ;  and  when  you  have 
fhut  yourfclf  up  to  prevent  others  breaking  in  upon  you, 
pour  out  your  heart  to  God  as  your  father ;  not  with  a 
voice' loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  any  that  might  ftand 
without  to  liften,  ranch  Ids  on  purpofe  to  make  others 
hear  you;  hut  with  mental  conceptions,  or  with  a  low 
pronunciation,  knowing  that  the  God  you  are  fpeaktng 
to- is  near  at  hand,  and  can  as  eafily  hear  the  fofteft 
whifper  as  the  loudelt  node;  and  he,  who  is  fully  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  .moft  'fecret  deli  res  and  petitions  of 

your 
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your  heart,  'will  return  (hell  anfwers  to  your  prayers, 
as  (hall  openly  vfitttds  that  he  beard  and  accepted 
them. 

y  But  whenever  ye  pray,  whether  it  be  alone  or  in 
focial  worihip,  though  fomedmes,  in  the  great  ferven* 
cy  of  your  fpirhs,  ye  may  with  good  propriety  and  em¬ 
phatic  repeat  fome  important  ano  affecting  expreffiona; 
and,  as  occafions  offer,  and  ye  find  affiftances  from  a- 
bove,  may  be  more  enlarged  in  your  requefb  and  plead¬ 
ings,  and  fpend  more  time,  than  at  others;  yet  take 
fpecial  heed  of  empty,  formal,  weak  and  fuperltirious 
tautologies,  and  of  multiplying  words  to  no  good  pur- 
pofe,  (it*  jbnrnasjvTvrt.)  as  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  do  in 
worshipping  their  gods:  For  they  abound  in  vain  repeti¬ 
tions;  and  (bmettmes,  like  Boats  prtefts,  ( i  Kings 
xviii.  26.)  lengthen  them  'out  from  morning  till  noon, 
imagining  that  many  words  arc  needful  to  make  their 
deities  underftand  them,  or  to  work  up  their  jwfEons 
that  rhey  may  hear  and  anfwer  them. 

8  Take  heed  therefore  that  no  fuch  abfurd  fentiments 
of  the  true  God  enter  into  your  minds ;  and  that  ye  do 
not  treat  him  as  if,  like  the  heathens,  ye  thought  he 
did  not  underfiand  your  requefts,'  or  were  unwilling  to 
anfwer  them :  For  your  heavenly  Father,  who  loves  you, 
and  takes  pleafure  in  hleffing  you,  is  throughly  acquaint 
ted  with  all  your  wants  and  defires,  even  before  ye  ex- 
prefs  them  to  him. 

p  That  therefore  ye  may  avoid  vain  repetitions,  and 
pray  only  for  needful  things,  reduce  your  fupplications 
and.  picas  to  what  may  he  included  in  the  following 
heads,  which  1  am  going  to  mention  for  your  fpecial 
direction ;  or  let  your  prayers  be  to  this  effect.  O 
moft  high  and  glorious  God !  thou  art  the  creator  and 
preferver,  owner  and  benefaftor,  of  all  men,  and  in  a  fpe¬ 
cial  manner  the  father  of  them  that  believe :  Thy  throne 
is  eftablifiied  in  the  heavens,  where  them  dwelleu  amidfl 
the  exalted  adorations  and  praifes  of  faints  and  angels ; 
and  thou  haft  made  thyfelf  known  under  tbefe  charac¬ 
ters  to  us,  that  our  hearts  and  affe&ions  may  mount  up 
to  thee  in  heaven,  and  that  We  may  think  of  and  fpeak 
to  thee  with  all  the  awful  folemnity  and  reverence,  hu¬ 
mility  and  felf-abafemoit,  holy'  trull  and  confidence, 
that  become  (infill  nothing  creatures  in  their  approach¬ 
es  to  fucb  a  God  and  Father:  O  let  thy  infinite  perfec¬ 
tions  be  glorioufly  exalted  in  the  eyes  of  all  intelligent 
creatures,  efpedally  of  the  human  race,  that  they  may 
admire  and  adore,  praife,  and  blefs  thee,  fuitibly  to  the 
various  difeoveries  tbou  makeft  of  thyfelf  to  them  in  thy 

r,  i.  C  2  works 


t  Be  nt  v* 

therefore  Uke  un~ 
to  them  t  for  your 
Father  knoveth 
whit  driogt  ye 
km  need  oft  be¬ 
fore  y**/k  him. 


p  After  tUi 
mutter  therefore 

pray  ye*  OurFft* 

tbtt  which  art  in 
heircn,  Hallowed 
he  thy  turn** 


h  Thy  king* 
dom  come.  Thy 
*ri[!  be  Hone  in 
*arth*  93  is  u  la 
ko»T£a* 


pea 

bid 
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Worts  and  in  thy  word,  that  tboa  mayeft  be  owned  and 
honoured  in  tbeir  beam,  fpeech,  and  behaviour,  as  tbeir 
chief  good  and  iisgUeil  end* 

19  Let  tby  kingdom,  even  the  Nielli  ah’s,  which  we 
are  looking  tor,  arid  in  which  thou  wilt  be  moft  illu- 
ftrioufiy  glorified,  come  am  on  it  us  in  all  its  light  and 
power,  fpiriruaiity,  purity  and  glory,  to  the  urter  ruin 
of  the  kingdom .  of  fin  and  Satan ;  let  his  gofpel  be 
preached  far  and  wide,  and  be  heartily  embraced  by  all 
nations,  that  bis  throne  may  be.fet  np  in  tbeir  louls, 
who  in  the  day  of  his  power  may  be  a  willing  people 
onto  him ;  and  let  us  and  them  grow  in  light,  love  and 
ce,  in  faith,  comfort,  hope  and  holinefs,  under  the 
idled  influences  of  thy  Spirit,  in  the  kingdom  of  grace 
here,  till  we  Hull  triumph  together  in  the  kingdom  of 
glory  hereafter.  And  O  grant  that  we,  and  all  who 
profefs  Ohrid’s  name,  may  have  fucb  rich  fupplics  of 
grace  to  enlighten  our  minds,  incline  our  hearts,  and 
d lengthen  our  executive  powers,  as  lhall  enable  us  to 
yield  mod  unfeigned,  cheerful,  and  univerfal  obedience 
to  thy  commands  at  alt  times,  and  to  approve  of  and 
comply  with  thy  providential  will  in  all  things,  m  the 
nearelt  imitation  poUble  of  the  fpirits  of  juli  men  made 
perfect,  and  of  the  fiulefs  angels  in  heaven. 

1 1  And  as  to  what  concerns  our  prelent  condition  in 
the  houfe  of  our  pilgrimage,  we  humbly  befcech  thee 
to  grant  us,  together  with  the  reft  of  thy  children,  and 
others  of  our  fellow-  creat ores,  a  daily  fupply  of  food 
and  fuch  other  good  things  as  thou  feed  are  moft  need* 
ful  and  convenient  for  us,  in  fubfervicnce  to  tby  glory 
and  our  own  ever  kiting  happinefs,  during  our  abode  in 
this  mortal  life  f. 

1 1  And  that  our  iniquities  may  not  feparate  between 
thee, and  us,  .and  binder  thefe  or  any  other  good  things 
from  us,  we  earncftly  beg  that  thou  would  eft  gracioufly 
pardon  our  great  and  numerous  fins  of  omiffion  ana 
commifliou,  in  heart  and  life,  which  have  forfeited  all 
enjoyments,  and  brought  os  under  a  debt  of  punifh- 
nient  to  thy  injured  law  and  j  office;  And  as  thy 
thoughts  and  ways  of  mercy  are  as  much  above  ours  as 
the  heavens  are  above  the  earth,  we  are  encouraged  to 
hope  for  this  forgivenefs  from  thee;  becaufe  thou  baft 
made  it  our  duty,  and  thy  grace  has  inclined  our  hearts, 
to  forgive  the  offences  and  injuries  which  others  have 
committed  againlt  us- 

.  .  13  And 

VOTE., 
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1 1  And  lad  1 2  And  that  we  may  nor  ftill  farther  fin  againft  thee, 

t«iaa^!iic>dcfu  dumbly  intreat  that  thou  wouldrit  keep  11s  out  of  the 
us’ from  evil,  way  of  fuch  trials  as  might  prove  too  hard  for  us  j  or 
F«-  thint  fa  the  if  at  any  time  temptation  lies  before  us,  grant  us  help 

pj^cr' '"and*1  the  ag*inft  and  vi&ory  over  it,  that  we  may  not  be  entan- 
jjlcrj,’  tor  tvs.  pled  and  enfnared  by  riroimftances  of  profperity  or  ad* 
Amen.  vet  (ity,  or  by  any  aliurei^.cnts  or  terrors  of  this  world: 

Driver  us  like  wife  from  the  power  of  Satan,  that  evil 
one,  from  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  our  own  hearts, 
from  all  pta&ices  of  iuiquity,  and  from  the  trouhles ' 
and  fufferings  that  fin  in  ourfclves  orothers  might  bring 
upon  us ;  and  at  laft  raife  us  up  to  that  bl riled  Hate, 
where  we  ftiaU  be  entirely  free  from  all  temptation,  (in 
and  forrow,  for  ever:  Fonmiverfd  dominion,  almighty 
power,  and  every  thing  that  is  great  and  glorious,  be¬ 
long  unchangeably  without  beginning  or  end  to  thee; 
thou  ball  an  undoubted  claim  to  them;  atul  it  is  our 
earned  driire,  that  we,  with  all  chine,  as  in  duty  hound, . 
may  everlaftingly  celebrate  their  praifes-  Amen-  So 
let  all  this  be;  and  fo  we  humbly  hope  it  (hall  be,  in 
anfwcr  fo  what  we  have  been  praying  for  f. 

14  l 

NOTE. 

|  This  may  ju(l[j  be  adeemed  in  excel-  d ivoAlng  to  a  proper  method  Forprc- 

lent  model-rtf  the  petitionary  part  of  prsyer,  venting  vain  repetitions  and  a  multitude  of 
ifgvikr  with  fuch  picas  to  enforce  it,  as  vvrdsln  prayer. 

irtukco  from  God's  in  £  cite  and  exalted  per-  _  44  O  Father  of  thy  people  J/Jw/,  uhoavt 
fetfiom,  from  his  turner!*]  dominion>  “  not  confined  to  any  temple  or  pbee  upon 
front  his  kiivi  dilpofitfons  and  bc-nefafnojts,  “  earth,  but  bail  thy  Iwbitittion  by  way  flf 
as  a  heavenly  ’Father*  to  whom  belong  the  u  eminence  in  heaven,* let  thy  name  now  he 
kingdom,  power,  and  glory,  forever;  and  44  fanflifed  in  a  more  glorious  manner  than 
all  this  is  admirably  and  moil  peculiarly  44  i:  ever  has* been  .in  a^es  pall:  l.ct  tlm 
timed  to  the  ilitn  preuut  ilitpcn  fallen,  ukldi  44  kingdom  of  the  MeJuaJi^  which  we 
was  introductory  to  the  Mefllah's  kingdom,  **  looking  for,  be  iet  up  without  Hday.a- 
that  was  fboa  to  brtqk  out  in  iUuflrlouj  light  "  moitgft  iu  j  and  under  its  light,  grace  and 
and  grace,  to  the  overthrow  of  atl  the  pow*  *4  power,  dot  thy*  will  l>e  done  with  all  fin- 
ers  of  fin  and  Stun ;  And  as  thefe  petitions  “  ceiity,  chrerfclncis,  and  univcrjaliry,  on 
f«ra  to  have  been  ixlriduttory  to  the  then  ip-  *\  earth,  as  it  i*  in  h^ven;  lu  the  perilous 
pnviching  di/penfation,  io  which  Chrift's  w  tiints  that  wilt  attend  tfitr  of  fhi$ 

perton*  mediation,  and.  benefits,  were  to  be  44  kingdom,  give  ;i  daily  itipply  of  iuoh 
clearly  tnsnifetted  by  the  gofpel,  i|id  all  ble(^  t(  good  tiling!  os  that!  he  nrcdtui  for  tht  ton* 
(tog*  were  rn  be  explicitly  afked  in  Ms  name;  44  dy  ;  and  rorjpve  our  fins,  which  make  m 
to  it  vit  too  loon  as  yet  for  him  to  ^toedi-  44  unworthy  of  liiu  <uj;1  every  rthcr  tncrcyj 
nthoni  to  hu  ditifiiplesibout  exprefsly  men-  *4  and  which  might  ju&ly  cbflruft  thy  frt- 
tiening  his  name  to  their  prayers,  as  he  if-  44  ting  np  this  kingdom  amor^it  ub,  or  might 
retard*  did  when  he  came  to  fettle  the  man-  44  collide  us  from  *c*  bleilmg* :  Forgive 
ncr  of  evangeltciil  wotfliip,  U  therefore  4t  tlidc  in  like  manner  as,  under  this  nrv 
irems  very  e^dent,  that  th$  plan  of  prayer  11  difpratafion,  w £  arc  erp  finally  called,  aud 
cannot  be  looked  upon  u  complrttly  fitted  **  hope  to  he  inclined,  heartily  to  forgive 
to  "ofpcl  day* :  And  1  would  l:i:m!dy  pro-  44  oilicrs  agninit  us-  A«cl  kt  nu 

jj.if-  it  to  confidfrailon,  whether,  indeed  of  44  tern  prac  ion  $  of  Nmin,  or  of  this  pretenc 
t'^e  paraph tafe  l  have  given  upon  it  in  dm*  <f  world,  ever  prevail  ;o  keep  m  mu  of  this 
forniity  to  the  eoneiirriiig  judjimentof  ail  die  *4  kiugitom,  bn  t««  n*wk^  us  afi  coutrary  to 
c^pefttors  I  have  totfOv  the  foUouing  Ihort  44  its  ohli^i  ions,  *ikI  deprive  nnr  Jm«U  of 
fxeich  may  not  expnd^  its  chief  snd  more  44  \zs  h|rfiii:gsr  Rut  deliver  us  from  shi-rv:! 
immcdi?ie  fifnir,  confonant  to  the  eircum-  44  one,  that  great  enemy,  v  ho  will  do  nil  he 
fiances  of  the  time  and  dWpcnJhtion  in  which  14  can  to  prevent  ihc  Mtfliah's  inkitll  u- 
it  delivered*  as  well  ai  U>  iheoccjdkm  of  44  king  place  in  our  iilvcs,  or  in  Uic  world ; 

t* 


3®  Evangelijl  Matthew  ftaraphrafcd,  Ch.  vL 


1 4  For  If  ye 
fdrffiTe  men  their 

trdp^JTes  your 
hemuly  Father 
y*i\t  alio  forgin 

you :  ' 


ij  Rot  if  ye 

forpixe  oot  men 
their  trtfpajles  t 
neither  will  your 
Father  forgive 

your  frcipiUet. 


.4  it  ir  after  this  manner  that  your  petitions  are  to 
be  offered  up  to  God j  and  here  ye  have  one  thing  in 
particular,  which  ye  never' heard  of  before,  but  is  mat¬ 
ter  of  great  neceffity  and  importance,  viz.  That  ye  are 
to  beg  of  God  to  forgive  your  offences,  even  as  ye 
fliould  and  do  forgive  the  offences  of  others  againft  yon: 
For  if  God  hastmade  this  your  duty,  it  (hews  there  it 
jergiveneft  with  him  that  he  may  bt  feared*  (Pfal.  exxx. 
4.);  and  if  ye  have  obtained  fo,  much  mercy  from  him, 
as  to  have  this  difpolition  wrought  in  your  own  hearts 
towards  them  that  offend  you,  this  U  a  comfortable  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  efficacy  of  his  grace  in  you,  and  may  war¬ 
rantable  encourage  your  expedations  that  he  will  alfo 
bellow  forgiven  ds  upon  you,  according  to  his  promife, 
that  with'  the  merciful  he  will  Jbew  bimjelf  merciful* 
(Pfal.  xviii.  a  j.) 

25  But  if  your,  own  hearts  are  implacable,  and  dif- 
inclined  to  forgive  others,  ye  in  vain  expe£k  that  God 
(hould  he  merciful  in  fotgiving  your  much  greater  pro¬ 
vocations  :  Let  no  fuch  man  deceive  b  i  mfelf  5  for  while 
this  is  his  indulged  and  prevailing  temper,  all  his  prayers 
for  the  pardon  of  his  own  fins  are  a  contradi&ion  to  the 
defign  of  my  gofpel,  a  mockery  of  God,  and  an  abomi¬ 
nation  to  him. 


t«  Mareem,  id  There  is  likewHe  another  hypocritical  pra&ice 
ptrtL  ih/* hjlpo^  which  I  mult  caution  you  againft:  When  at  any  time 
critw,  «f  »  rid  ye  keep. a  private  faft,  on  a  religious  account,  be  not 
rounteosnee:  far  like  the  oftentatious  and  dlflembltng  Pbarifeu,  who 

tbclr  beet,  take  pains  to  make  people  know  which  are  their  foiling 
t (iey  may  appear  days  and  put  on  outward  appearances  of  forrow,  in- 
Timo  mm  :*  JafK  (lead  of  hi'ing  truly  humbled  before  God  by  inwardly 

to  you’  tiwhavc  affixing  thcit  fouls :  They  chufe  to  go  abroad,  though 
their  reward.  '  the  chief  work  of  thofe  days  lies  af  home;  and  they  af- 

fe£k  melancholy,  mournful,  and  dejetted  looks,  dirty 
faces,  and  negligent  ■  flovenly  airs,  that  they  may  be 
fried  up  for  wonderfully  pious  and  mortified  men,  on 
account  of  their  often  fettjng  apart  days  for  folcmn  hu¬ 
miliation  and  extraordinary  devotion :  I  tell  you  of  a 
truth,  this  is  the  reward  they  (eek,  and  this  is  all  that 
they  Ihall  have. 

**  501  /JSf’  *7»  ®ut  when  you  would  keep  a  private  faft,  do 

DOt  mal“  any  remarkable  alteration  in  your  countc- 

nance* 


N  Q  T  E- 

«■  Deliver  uv  likeviff  from  riie  evil  lofts  of  “  being  hnnt  and  *nfetred ;  bteanfc  it  it 
fl.  oivoxn  hftru  tlut  would  oppok  and  11  thy  lingdo^)  that  v«  ddire  ipaybe  etc-* 
**  from  the  urrcHTa  of  tbisT  c?ii  world  that  ^  ud  thy  power  is  4  We  to  rtliblitfc 

*■  MWiild  diloour^  our  cmbracinv  it.  44  and  thou  will  luve  tbo  glory  of  it.  A  mm* 
44  And  m  htirobly  prefent  thefe  pcrttjnns.  to  let  it  be  uncuolropbblT  wd  fbt  twt,** 
"  P  heavenly  Father,  to  thee*  iu  iuipn 


Ch.  vi„ 

18  That  rhoo 

tppcv  Dot  onto 
men  to  fift,  but 
unto  thy  Father 

which  UiafecrcK 
viA  thy  Fulwr 
which  /utkt  rn 

tot,  ftntE 

wxrd  thee  open  iy> 


The  EvangeUft  Matthew  paraphrafed,  39. 

nance,  drefs,  and  public  behaviour ;  nor  affc£t  any  fbew 
of  humiliation  and  failing,  for  others  to  take  notice  of 
it ;  but  conceal  it  as  much  as  may  be  from  men :  And 
though  you  are  to  abftatn  from  the  delights  of  nature, 
and  its  ufual  repafb,  that  you  may  thereby  txercife  fdf- 
denial,  and  be  the  fitter  for  the  other  duties  you  are 
then  called  to;  fuch  as  great  fearchings  of  heart  before 
the  Lord,  ingenuous  jconfdlion  of  fin'j  deep  contrition 
and  humiliation  for  it,  ferious  medication  and  foleititi 


If  L*y  »k 

up  for  yonrielvct 
trcdliim  upon 
cirth,  whm  moth 
and  r uft  doth  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  where 
thievtf  break 
through  and  Heal* 


10  But  lay  up 
to  yooddm 
tmfurc*  in  hea¬ 
ven,  when  nc>- 
thdooib  numift 
dotheumipt,  ami 

where  lhier«  da 
not  break  through 
nor  A  at 

a  1  For  where 
your  treafure  U, 
there  will  your 
heart  bt  alio* 


prayer;  yet  let  all  this  lie  between  Cod  and  your  own 
fouls  alone,  while  no  other  eye  fees  you;  and  your 
heavenly  Father,  who  isintimately  acquainted  with  ail 
your  mod  fecret  tranfaflions  with  him,  will  publicly  own 
and  blefs  you  in  this  world,  and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

19  One  great  means  of  preferving  you  from  all  this 
hypocrify  is,  to  take  heed  of  too  highly  efteeming  and 
being  carried  away  with  the  honours  and  advantages  of 
this  world:  Let  not  therefore  your  chief  folicttudc  and 
pains  he  laid  out  in  getting  and  hoarding  up  earthly  trea¬ 
sures,  which  are  of  a  decaying  nature,  like  the  richeft  gar¬ 
ments  that  are  confirmed  by  moths;  and  like  fiber  and 
gold,  which  are  eat  up  with  canker  and  ruft,  aud  are 
continually  a  temptation  to  thieves  to  break  in  upon  you 
and  rob  you  of  them,  and  are  expafed  to  numberlefs  ci¬ 
ther  hazards. 

20  But,  above  all  things  elfe,  efteem,  and  let  your 
chief  folicitude  and" pains  be  laid  out  in  a  purfuit  after, 
heavenly  treafures ;  fuch  as  the  favour  of  God,  and  the 
graces  of  his  fpirit  here,  and  a  complete  enjoyment  of 
him  hereafter,  which  are  iubjett  to  none  of  t  belie  un¬ 
certainties,  Ioffes,  and  decays : 

21  For  that  which  ye  reckon  upon  as  your  chief  riea- 
fore,  will  command  your  thought;;  and  affections,  you.r 
aims  and  purfuits ;  and  fo  ye  will  he  either  earthly  or 
heavenly  minded,  and  all  your  happinefs  will  be  cither 
mean  and  perifiiing,  or  great  and  everlaflhig,  according 
as  earthly  or  heavenly  things  are  the  chief  good  in  your 


account. 

st  TKr  light  12  A  true  fpiritual  judgment  to  difeern  things  that 
•r  the  hodyuff*  differ,  is  of  vail  importance  in  this  cafe;  for  as  the  eye 
fyc;  if  thewtor?  rryiJes  the  body,  fo  the  judgment  dir  efts  the  will  anil 

gfe"*  thy  whole  affections.  As  therefore,  if  the  eye  be  clear  and  tree 
body  IhJl  be  full  from  vitiating  hnmours  that  would  give  it  a  wrong 
of  hjht,  yjew  0£  objects  round  about  it,  the  whole  body  will  he 

regularly  conduced  to  perform  the  various  offices  of 
life ;  fo  if,  the  heart  being  weaned  from  this  world, 
your  mind  hath  a  right  and  clear  difeerning  of  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  fpiritual  things,  ail  the  other  faculties  or 

C  4 


40 


Ch.  vL 


Eatifthir? 
eye  be  evil,  thy 
whole  body  fbaft 
be  full  of  dark- 
nefs.  If  therefore 
the  light  that  is 
in  thee  be  dark- 
refs*  how  great 
is  that  <Urknd&  ? 


14  Ho  man 

Can  fcrwhvo  nij- 
Am:  for  cither 
be  nil!  Jiate  tht 
iMCi  «pd  fore  the 
orb  nr or  die  be 

will  bold  to  the 
one,  and  dcfptfb 
the  other,  Ye 
pa u not  (erve  God 
and  mapipwp. 


15  Therefore 
1  fay  nuto  you. 
Take  no  thought* 

fbryourbfe*  ’■™  t 

ye  ftiall  ear*  or 

what  yc  ftiatl 

drink ;  nor  yft 

for  your  body, 

what  7c  (hall  put 

on.  ts  not  the 

Kfe  more  than 

■ 

and  the  bo¬ 
dy  than  raiment? 


The  Evangelijl  Matthew  faraphrafei . 

the  foul  will  be  well  directed  in  their  purfuits  after 
them. 

23  But  as*  on  die  other  hand,  if  the  eye  be  blind, 
or  tinged  with  any  vitiating  buinour,  the  whole  body 
wilt  be  in  the  dark,  or  dire&ed  very  wrong  fo  if,  thro’ 
an  inordinate  affediion  to  this  world,  your  undcrltand- 
ing  is  blind  to  fpirttual  things,  or  makes  a  corrupt  or 
wrong  judgment  about  their  truth  and  excellence,  all 
the  other  faculties  of  the  Cool  -  will  be  mifgoided  and 
perverted  by  it,  to  your  own  unfpeakahie  lofs  and  per¬ 
dition. 

24  No  man  can,  at  one  and  the  fame  time,  heartily 
and'  truly  ferve  two  matters  of  contrary  tempers,  de¬ 
mands,  and  intcrefts;  for  be  will  in  his  own  inclination, 
and  mutt  df  neceffity  in  the  nature  of  things,  difrelith 
and  neglect  the  fervice  of  one  of  them,  w  hi  lit  be  chufea 
and  cleaves  to  the  fervice  of  the  other ;  This  is  the  cafe 
with  refpe&  to  God,  and  the  treafures  t  of  this  world, 
which,  in  dire£t  oppofition  to  each  other,  demand  that 
the  fool,  with  all  its  powers,  be  entirely  devoted  to 
themfelves  rcfpc&ively ;  and  if  ye  herein  give  the  pre¬ 
ference  to  worldly  things,  your  hearts  are  not  right  with 
God,  and  cannot  poffihly  love  and  ferve  him,  who  will 
not  admit  of  any  rival,  much  lefs  of  any  fupreme,  or 
fuperior  to  himfeif. 

25  Therefore  I  fay  unto  you,  Do  not  rend  and  cut 

your  hearts  with  care  *,  {<«*  nor  to  be  auxioufly, 

uneaGly,  and  diUruft  fully  felicitous,  even  about  the  ne- 
ceiTaries  and  conveniences  of  this  prefent  life,  fucb  as 
meat  and  drink,  and.  raiment  for  the  body;  much  left 
he  fe  about  its  fuperfluities,  dainties,  and  fine  apparel, 
US  if  your  happinefs  were  bound  up  ii^fuch  fort  of  things 
as.  tbefe  ;  but  in  the  way  of  dutiful  diligence,  to  which 
the  providence  of  God  calls  you,  depend  with  quiet  and 
undivided  hearts  upon  him  for  a  fupply  of  fuch  things  as 
in  his  infinite  wifdom  be  fees  am  belt  for  you :  And  in 
cafe  his  providence,  by  ficknefc  or  otherwife,  difeblcs 
you  from  following  any  fecular  hufmefs  go  get  your 
bread ;  or  calls  you  off  from  it,  chat  ye  may  fpend  your 
time  and  labour  in  his  fervice,  as  minilters  in  my 
kingdom;  {till  calmly  commit  yourfelves  by  faith  to 
him  for  all  the  temporal  fppplies  that  are  reqiuGtc  for 
the  body ;  For  what  reafen  can  there  be  to  doubt  that 
Ik*  who  at  firft  was  the  Author  of  your  life  and  being, 
without  your  own  care  or  concern  about  them,  or  any 
Way  contributing  towards  them,  will  not  afford  you 

fuch 

NOTE, 


f  hlattw*  1$  a  Sprite  word,  fignifj  iujj  riches,  guzu*  of  frcaiunS}  which  ut  tbc 
of  qyrpzl  htttis  in  uppoiiEiu^  to  the  tnjp  Ctod, 


a  n 


Ch 


id  Behold  the 
favU  of  die  air ; 

they  Tow  uut» 
ndthcr  do  they 
reap,  nor  gifher 
into  bams;  yet 
you  r  heavenly  F  a- 
thc  v  fcedeththeni  * 
Are  not  ye  much 
better  than  they  l 


lj  Which  of 
yjiu  by  taking 
•bought  can  add 

ontcubk  kuuo  hii 
Salute* 


it  And  why 

tike  ye  thought 
forraimenr?  Con* 
GJcr  the  lilies  of 
ill*  field  ho*  they 
grow  ;  they  toil 
liar,  neither  do 
they  fpiu* 


*9  And  ytt  1 

fnyunco  you,  tbit 
c\tn  Solomon  in 
a!l  his  glory  was 
Mt  airjyed  like 
one  of  thefe* 


Wherefore 
if  God  fodothe 
the  gnf«  of  the 
held ,  which  today 
^aqd  ro-flionw 

is 
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fucb  things  in  the  way  of  his  providence  as  arc  need  fill 
for  tbeir  maintainance  and  prefervation  as  long  as  he 
deflgas  to  continue  tbeir  exigence  i  he  who  has  done 
the  greater,  (hall  nos  he  do  the  lefs  ? 1 

26  Confider  the  various  ranks  of  creatures  that  are 
below  you:  And  as  to  food,  obferve  how  the  birds  live 
and  are  provided  for  merely  by  the  kind  hand  of  God: 
For  they  neither  provide  for  them  (elves,  by  preparing 
their  own  meat,  or  heaping  up  (lores  again (l  a  day  of 
want ;  and  yet  your  heavenly  Father  preserves  and  (up- 
plies  theqi  with  neceflary  and. convenient  provjfions. 
And  do  not  ye  think,  that  yc,  my  difciples  and  my 
miniftring  fervants,  are  creatures  of  a  more  excellent 
make,  and  greater  confideration  in  the  worlds  than 
they  i  and  that  your  heavenly  Father  loves  you  better, 
and  makes  a  higher  account  of  you,  than  them'?  why 
then  ilioukl  ye  fufpe£t  that  his  providence  will  not 
take  good  care  to  feed  you  with  food  convenient  for 
y<ju? 

27  Betides,  all  your  anxious,  carting,  di  ft  railing  and 
diftruftful  cares  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  you;  for, 
after  all,  'none  of  you  can  poftibly,  by  any  contrivances 
of  your  own,  or  by  any  means  within  the  power  of 
your  hands,  add  the  lead  meafure  to  the  ftature  of  your 
bodies,  or  to  the  length  of  your  age,  (  lift  TJJ*  ^JUXI4?  jJ  all 
thefe  things,  with  whatsoever  elfe  concerns  your  body 
and  life,  entirely  depend  upon  the  providence  of  God, 
who,  witbout  any  care  of  youths,  at  lirft  gave  them* 
Why  then  (hould  ye  not  ftill  rely  upon  his  all-govem- 
ing  management  to  nouriih  and  prefer ve  them  ? 

28  And  as  to  c loathings  why  (hould  ye  be  (olicitouf- 
ly  concerned  or  over-thoughtful  about  that?  Think  of 
the  flowers  of  the  field :  However  expofed  they  are  to 
many  dangers  that  furroimd  them  abroad,  from  the 
air,  and  from  men  and  beads;  -  yet,  under  a  divine  care, 
they  grow  up  in  all  tbeir  beauties,  without  any  thought 
in  themfelves,  or  any  pains  to  get  and  put  on  their  va¬ 
rious  rich  adomings. 

39  And  yet  I  tell  you,  that  even  the  greateft  and  moll: 
fplendid  king,  Solomon  himfelf,  in  the  nmlft  of  all  his 
delicacy,  pomp  and  grandeur,  was  in  no  companion  Jo 
fine  as  one  lily  or  tulip ;  fo  inimitably  fu  peri  or  are  the 
beauties  of  God’s  works  of  nature  to  thole  of  all  the 
works  of  art. 

30  If  therefore  God  fo  curioufly  decks  thefe  flowers, 
which  are  indeed  hut  poor  vegetables,  that  may  he  call¬ 
ed  the  grafs  of  the  field,  and  that  are  dcfigiu.il  hut  for 
a  very  fliott  continuance,  one  day  flouriiliing  in  the 

field. 


The  EvangeSfi  Matthew  parapbra/ed,  Ch.  vi. 


caft  into  ibc  o- 
w,  JbeH  be  not 
much  more  chi  he 

O  ye  of  III- 
Ik  faith? 


)t  There  fort 
take  no  thought, 
iayin&Wbaulkalt 
we  raf?  or  whnt 
0atl  we  drink? 
or  wherewithal 
Jhallwebe  doath* 

«d? 

U  (For  after 
4U  theft  chio  «  do 
the  GentUea  ftek) 
for  your  hcnenlv 
Father  knoweth 
that  ye  have  nod 
of  all  thefe  things* 


33  Qi|i  feck  yc 
firft  the  kingdom 
of  .God*  aim  hk 
lishtfoufDefiftnd 
all  theft  thing* 
Ik  til  he  added  ud* 
to  you* 


field,  and  the  next  continued  in  heating  the  oven;  what 
room  hare  ye  to  diftruft  his  fatherly  care  in  providing 
fuitahle  apparel  for  you,  who  are  lent  into  the  world 
for  nobler  pur  poles,  and  are  the  obje£ks  of  his  fpedal 
providence?  Surely  your  faith  is  exceeding  low  indeed, 
if  ye  cannot  rely  upon  him  db>r  lb  final!  a  thing  as  this: 
And  as  your  bodies  mdft  ere  long  be  confirmed  in  the 
grave,  it  is  ihameful  unbelief  to  diftruft  him  for  fb  lit¬ 
tle  a  while  as  ye  have  to  live  upon  earth. 

3 1  Be  not  therefore  aoxioufly  and  diftruftfully  folict- 
tons  at  any  time  about  worldly  things,  turmoiling  your- 
felves  with  thoughts  about  what  ye  fhall  do  far  meat, 
drink,  and  cloaths  ;  or  in  what  manner,  and  with  what 
fort  of  pnmfions  and  apparel,  ye  fhall  be  fupplied: 

32  For  thefe  are  the  poor,  low,  mean  things,  that 
the  heathen,  who  know  not  God  and  his  government 
of  the  world,  and  have  no  trull  in  him,  nor  alluring 
profpe&s  of  a  hetter  life,  axe  perpetually  teazing  them* 
felves  about,  and  hunting  after,  as  their  all;  hut  this  is 
utterly  unworthy  of,  and  beneath  you,  my  difciplcs, 
who  know  better,  and  have  nobler  hopes,  under  the  light 
and  grace  of  divine  revelation.  •  It  is  a  fhame  for  you, 
who  have  the  promifes  of  this  life,  as  well  as  of  that 
which  is  to  come,  and  profefs  to  truft  God  with  your 
fouls,  not  to  truft  him  with  your  bodies  too ;  for  your 
heavenly  Father  is  throughly  acquainted  with  all  your 
wants,  and  with  the  proper  methods  of  relieving  them. 
Do  not  therefore  fo  far  difhonour  his  fatherly  love  and 
care,  as  to  fuppofe  that  be  will  not  give  you  what  he 
knows  is  needful  for  you,  relating  to  this  prefent  ftate 
and  world,  as  well  as  the  next;  ana  do  not  drftrcfs  your- 
felves  with  a  care,  that  is  fb  nccdlefs  for  you,  and  fo  eafy 
to  him. 

33  But  let  it  be  your  Jiift  and  principal  concern  to 
mind  the  things  that  pertain  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  fal ration  of  your  own  fouls,  as  let  before  you  in  my 
gofpel :  Seek  without  delay,  and  with  the  utmoft  earneft- 
nefs,  before  all  things  elfe,  the  rich  advantages  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  and  of  glory,  and  the  righteoufnefs  which 
belongs  to  that  kingdom ;  both  the  righteoufhefs  of 
faith,  which  I  am  fent  of  God  to  bring  in  by  my  obe¬ 
dience  and  fuffe  rings  unto  death,  and  the  rigbteoufnefg 
of  perfonal  holinefs  and  obedience  in  heart  and  life, 
which  I  am  come  to  enjoin  upon  my  difciples,  and  to 
propagate  in  them  by  a  work  of  regeneration  and  £mc- 
tification :  Begin  every  day  with  feeking  thefe,  hy  the 
aids  and  affiftances  of  my  fpirit,  and  lay  hold  an  every 
opportunity  for  it',  be  furc  ton  ye  take  up  with  nothing 


Ch.  yi«  Tbe  EvanjpRftMATTREVt  paraphrafed* 

fliort  of  a  laving  knowledge,  experience,  and  enjoyment 
of  them:  And  as  for  all  tne  ncccffiiries  and  comforts  of 
tbU  life,  £0  for  as  God  fees  them  bell  for  you,  be  will 
certainly  add  them  by  way  of  overplus. 
ttTeketbo*-  34  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  be  content  with  fuck 
fore  ro  ihoagfrt  things  as  yt  have  $  and,  going  on  in  the  way  of  prefect 

for  ^"rnwrow  duxyt  take  heed  of  anticipating  troubles  by  unbelieving 
AtaUtoke thought  fear;  and  diftrading  cares  about  time  to  come;  for 

God,  Vfbofit  mercies  nr/  nrw  every  mornings  (Lam.  lii* 

un»  thesis  23-}  an<*  w^°  bw  promifed,  that,  as  your  days ,  Jo  your 
chceril  thereof.  Jfrength  JbaU  bey  (Deut*  radii.  ae«)  can  eafily  prevent 

the  evils  ye  fear,  or  enable  you  to  hear  them,  and  carry 
you  through  them  with  rich  advantage:  To-morrow's 
miferips  will  bring  along  with  them  to-morrow's  mer¬ 
cies  \  and  it  will  be  time  enough  to  be  diftrdTed  with 
future  wants  and  trials,  when  they  unavoidably  come 
to  be  prefent,  and  could  not  be  prevented  by  &ny  pro* 
dent  foreligbt;  The  troubles  of  the  current  day  are  e- 
nough  tocxercife  all  the  ftrength  and  grace  of  that  day; 
and  therefore  ir  is  not  only  needlcb  and  foolilh,  but 
injurious  and  unwarrantable,  to  add  the  imaginary  e- 
viis  of  the  morrow  to  the  real  difficulties  that  already 
attend  you* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


A  ftfw  of  piety. is  all  mm  pretence  and  mockery,  and  dees  not  deferve  to  he 
called  religion;  much  le£»  can  it  be  evangelical,  and  acceptable  to  God,  unlefs  the 
heart  be  in  it  with  governing  aims,  not  at  our  own  reputation  and  worldly  inter- 
tRs,  but  at  his  glory.  In  everything  our  requefts  fhould  be  made  known  to  God 
as  a  Father,  according  to  his  direction  and  will ;  not  with  vain  repetitions,  as  if 
we  were  to  be  heard  for  much  fpeaking;  but  with  eameft  pertinent  addreftes,  un¬ 
der  a  fenfe  of  duty,  and  of  hit  being  able  and  ready  to  anfwcr  us.  And  what 
need  have  we  to  look  inwards  and  upwards,  that  our  hearts  may  be  right  with 
God  under  the  influence  of  hfs  Spirit;  that  our  principles,  motives,  and  views,  may 
be  fincere  and  fpiritual,  in  our  ftftt&gs,  prayers,  alms-deeds,  and  all  religious  du¬ 
ties  and  ferviccs,  as  being  always  under  his  eye;  and  that  we  may  be  approved  of 
him,  and  accepted  in  his  fight  through  Jefiis  ChrUt,  however  we  may  ftaud  in  the 
opinion  of  men !  Alas,  what  a  poor  reward  is  tte  vanishing  breath  of  popuW 
fame,  compared  with  the  love  and  Crvour  of  God,  and  the  honour  that  comes 
from  him !  And  yet  this  it  all  the  advantage  that  hypocrites  will  get  by  their  nr* 
ligion.  And  what  is  all  this  pftifrl,  perimlng,  and  uncertain  world,  compared 
with  the  great,  folemn,  and  eternal  realities  of  the  heavenly  inheritmee  l  And  yet, 
how  fond  arc  wc  naturally  apt  to  be  of  things  here  below ;  how  eager  In  our  con¬ 
trivances  and  labours,  hopes  and  fears,  wilhee  and  cares,  about  them ;  and  liow 
indolent  and  unmoved  about  the  things  of  God  and  glory  1  but  that  which  com¬ 
mands  our  hearts,  is  the  treafure  we  chufr.^A  little  of  earthly  things  is  realty  e- 
nough  to  anfwer  the  wants  of  animal  nature ;  How  moderate  then  Jhould  wc  be 
In  our  appetites,  defire*  and  cares,  about  food  and  raiment,  and  the  good  thiogs 
of  this  Me;  bow  contented  with  foch  a  ftiare  of  them  as  God  orders  us;  and  how 
fktisfaftorily  may  his  children  truft  in  him,  that  they  (halt  never  want  any  ihin& 
which  he  knows  is  belt  for  them  I  He  that  takes  care  of  birds  and  flowers,  will 


never  negleft  them,  who  arefo  much  higher  In  his  account.  It  is  finful  and  he  a* 
theoifh  to  diftruft  him,  and  aS  our  carklug  care  about  the  body  is  unprofitable 
*Pd  vain..  But  we  muit  haw  Ibiritual  and  heavenly  bielEnga  in  abundance,  to  fs- 

Ufify 
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tisfy  the  cravings  of  m  Immortal  foul :  Here  then  if  aloud  call  to  be  earn  eft  and 
early  iu  oiir  inquiries  and  purfuiu;  and  here  is  room  enough  for  growing  defires* 
care?,  and  pains,  in  God's  way*  to  amaft  together  as  much  as  poflibk  of  thefe 
fore  and  incorruptible  treafures;  and  he  that  can  be  contented  with  but  little  of 
thefe,  is  like  to  have  none  at  all*  O  with  what  fuperior  impitlftou  fljouhTCbrift, 
and  the  rightcoufncfs  and  bkJBngs  of  his  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  command 
the  bciievcr'sfaith  and  hope,  ]pve  and  joy ! 


CHAP* 


vn. 


lelufion  of  CbrtjPs  firman  about  rttjb  ctrffuresy  h 
the  difficulty  of  getting  to  beavm%  and  the  dang 
i, — io%  The  application  <f  the  firman^  and 
upon  the  hearers  2\> — 29. 


ari 


Tixt- 

JUdge  not  t 
that  ye  be  not 
judged* 


%  for  vhb 
what  judgment 
ye  judgr,  yc  ftuEl 
be  judged;  and 
with  *PMt  raea- 
fare  yc  mete.  If 
Ih&U  be  meaiureef 
10  you  again. 

a  Arulwbybe- 
holtlcft  thou  the 
mote  that  is  in 
thy  brother1*  eye, 
foil  conitdcreft 
not  the  Id-am  that 
k  to  ihinc  ono 
eye? 

4  Or  hoe  wi[t 

■ 

tfhcu  iay  to  thy 
bciither ,  J-ef  me 
puil  out  the  mmc 
our  of  thine  eye; 
end  behold  t  a 
beam  is  in  thiup 
wo  cy* : 

5  Thoti  hypo¬ 
crite,  5rtt  caft 
out  the  beam  out 


wi  MfnitwwM  ere; 

and  then  fllalt 
thfiu  fre  dearly  to 
ea'l  mit  the  mote 
out  uf  thy  bra- 
thor*s  eye- 


Paraphrase. 

A 

rpAKE  heed  that  ye  be  not  unmerciful  and  fevere  in 
■*■  cen  faring  others,  and  indulging  unrcafonable  jea- 
Ionfies about  them;  and  never  venture  upon  peremptorily 
judging  of  their  eternal  Hate,  as  if  ye  were  the  arbiters 
of  life  and  death,  left  they  be  as  fevere  againft  you,  and 
efpecially  left  ye  provoke,  the.  righteous  God  to  pais 
judgment  without  mercy  upon  you. 

2  For  in  the  fame  manner  that  ye  deal  with  others  in 
judging  them,  whether  it  be  with  rigour,  or  with  cha- 
rity,  ye  mull  expert  to  be  dealt  with  by  men,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  God  in  the  great  day  of  account. 

3  And  bow  unrcafonable,  unbecoming,  and  unrigh¬ 
teous  is  it,  for  any  of  you  to  be  ready  to  fpy  every  little 
fault,  and  aggravate  it  with  feverity,  in  your  brother  ; 
and  at  the  fame  tlrfie  (as  is  ufual .  with  cenforioua  pet* 
fons)  to  take  no  notice  of,  or  to  excufe,  extenuate,  and 
indulge,  much  greater  crimes  in  yourfelf  f  ? 

4  Or  with  what  face,'  and  to  what  good  purpofr, 
would  you  offer  to  condemn,  corrd£t,  or  reprove  your 


it,  with  due  difeen'ing,  while  your  own  heart  and  life 
are  corrupted,  and  your  own  judgment  is  blinded,  with 
much  more  heinous  crimes  ? 

5  What  is  this  but  the  grofieft  bypocrify,  under-  a 
pretence  of  zeal  againft  fin  ?  If  therefore  yo.u  would  at¬ 
tempt  any  thing  of  this  kind  with  judgment  and  confid¬ 
ence,  with  decency  and  authority,  and  to  good  purpofe; 
in  the  firft  place  begin  at  home,  and'  reform  what  is  a- 
mi  ft  in  yourfelf,  and  then  you  will  be  well  qualified  to 
fel  about  the  reformation  of  others. 


6  And 

NOTE. 

+  uf  that  this  wss  a  knows  proverb  among  the  Jrwi ;  the  MWliggifriiit 

a  fin  ill  jin,  and  the  htex  a  treat  one. 


Ch.  TO;  Vx&xia&ijft'  -M  \  ttu  E  w  paraph 


<S  pof.Aat 

vhfcb  U  telly 
into  thft  dogf, 
neither  oft  ye 
yaar  ptefhbrfoia 
IWine,  fcft  th«y 

i»ddrfc£t,4DJ 
turn  4gUD  and 
rend  yoTL 


y  Aik,  and  it 
flutlbcgfreayou; 
fechj  and  ye  Ibali 
find;  knock, and 
it  (bull  be  opened 
unto  you : 


8  Far,  every 

one  that  alte+h, 
lecfivedh;  and  he 
tlntAelisth,  find* 
cth ;  and  to  him 
that  koocketh,  it 
ibnD  be  opened. 


■ 

y  Oruhrt  man 

U  there  of  you, 
whom  if  his  ion 

■fit  head,  will  he 

(ire  him  a  ltonc? 


loOriflMt 

afilhf  witthejiye 
him  a  ferpent  ? 


it  Tfye  then, 
being  evil,  know 
tune  to  girc  gt*>d 

gifts 


:  AS 

d^Aadyet,  even  then,  itis  to  be  managed  with  pnt- 
denecand-diferetion:  Tbcbeft  counfels  and  reproofs,  are 
not  to  be  unfeafonably  thrown  away  upon  hardened, 

profane,  and  incorrigible  -tinners  ;  who,  indeed  of  taking 
themwell,  or  being  thebetter  for,  them,  would  be  «i- 
raged  by  them,  and  turn  upon  you  with  reproaches, 
fenm  and. fury,  like  (darling  dogs,  that  arc  unworthy 
of,  and  defy  ill  attempts  tofweCtcn  them  j  and  like  fil¬ 
thy  and  fur ly  (wine,  who  would  be  as  much  offended  at 
dinging  a  pearl  before  them  as  if  it  were  a  (lone  thrown 
at  them,,  would  trarpple  it  under,  foot  with  indignation 
and  contempt,  and  would  run  at  you  to  tear  you  in 
pieces ;  and  they,  after  all,  would  dill  continue  to  be 
like  a  dog,  that  returns  to  his  own  vomit  again,  and 
li.ke  a  fow  to  her  wallowing  in  rhe  mire. 

7  But  that  ye  may  be  enabled  to  pu£the  inltru&ions 
I  have  been  giving  into  practice,  Jo  not  let  about  thefe 
duties  in  yocr  own  ftrength,  but  with  a  conflant  depen* 
dance  on  divine  grace.  Be  inJlant  in  prayer,  with  faith 
and  fervour ;  aik  wifdom  and  al&ftance  of  God,  as  well 
as. all  the  other  bleflings  ye  need,  and  he  will  grant 
them  ^feek  them  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  in  the  ufe  of 
all  appointed  means  of  grace,  and  ye  ffaall  furely  ob¬ 
tain  them;  knock  importunately  and  repeatedly  at  tbc 
door  of  mercy  for  them,  and  God  will  open  it  to  your 
relief, 

8  For  whofoever  thus,  prays  with  faith  and  fervour, 
and-wrefiles  with  importunity  and  perfeverance  in  pray¬ 
er,  for  what  is  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God,  (ball  not 
pray  in  vain:  He  allcs,  and  has;  he  feeks,  and  finds; 
be  knocks,  and  the  door  of  mercy  opens  to  him  ;  whilft 
he  is  yetfpeaking,  his  heavenly  Father  hears  bim;  and 
all  the  bleflings  of  the  promifes  are  made  his  own;  be 
has  an  intereft  in  them,  and  fhall  be  partaker  of  them, 
in  God’s  way  and  time,  as  far  as  is  fit  and  nerdful  for 
bim  here,  du  all  (ball  be  perfected  hereafter. 

-  plsthcre,  even,  among  yourfclvcs,  any  man  lo  mo- 
role  and  ill-natured  as  to  deny  the  petition  of  his  own 
child  when  he  begs  what  is  proper  and  necefiary  for 
hirrv,  or  .to  put  him  off  with  lb  me  other  thing  that  would 
be  as  ufe! els  as  if  he  were  to  give  him  a  done  inftead 
of  a  piece  of  bread  ? 

io  Or  were  his  Jon  to  perflft  in  his  importunity, 
would  he  do  any  thing  Jo  injurious  as  to  give  him  a  fer- 
pent  to  wound  and  deftroy  hint,  in  Head  of  a  fifh  to  feed 
and  aouriJh  bim? 

n  If  therefore  men,  wbo  are  depraved,  perverfe,  and 
frotrard  creatures,  have  ncYcrthelefs  fo  much  natural  af¬ 
fection 


4<S 
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gifts  unto  your 

children  *  how 

much  more  null 
yourFftchcrwhich 

ii  m  bcivtn  give 
mod  things  to 
them  that  a£k 

him  ? 


is  Therefore 
«J]  things  wharib~ 
ever  yc  would 
that  men  ihooUl 
do  to  you*  do  ye 
even  fo  fa  them  : 
for  this  bthe  kw 
«ad  the  prophets. 


tj  Enter  yt  in 

At  the  Quit  gate* 

fbr  vide  «  the 

rte,  and  broad 
the  way,  that 
lendetb  to  de  - 

itnrtiofl  ;  and 

many  there  be 
which  go  in  there  - 
at: 


t  i+Bccvi&Rnit 
u  the  uul 
narrow  u  the  w*y 
whkh  leulctb  mv* 

to  liJe  ;  end  few 
there  be  thu  hod 
k. 


tf  Bewpie  of 

falft  prophets  > 
which  come  to 
you  ^  In  /heap** 
clothing,  but  in¬ 
ward  ^y  they  are 
ravrniAg .  wolves* 


feftion  for  their  children  as  to  be  ready  to  grant 'them 
fuch  things  as  they  know  are  good  for  them,  how  much 
more  will  your  heavenly  Father,  who  has  put  all  the 
companion  into  the  hearts  of  parents  that  is  found  in 
.  them  toward  their  offspring,  and  whofe  tender  mercies 
are  infinite,  freely  bellow  upon  his  own  children  Toch 
things  as  his  unerring  wifdom  fees  are  really  good  for 
them,  when  they,  relying  on  bis  care  and  conduft, 
iaithftiinefs  and  grace,  earneftfy  beg  them  of  him. 

iz  If  then  God  is  fo  gracious  as  infinitely  to  exceed 
the  expectations- of  kindnefs  which,  ye  might  reafboably 
hope  for  from  the  molt  aJTeftionate  and  tender  earthly 
parent j  and  if  ye,  under  his  influence,  would  a&  up 
to  the  various  particular  inftrn£Uons  that  have  been  gi¬ 
ven  you  ;  fee  that  in  every  thing  your  dealings  with  o- 
thers  be  juft  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  up¬ 
right,  kind,  and  compaffionate  temper,  as  ye  reafonaWy 
would  expeft  from  them  toward  yourfejves,  were  they  ia 
your  circumftances,  and  ye  in  theirs :  For  this  is  she 
rum  of  all  that  is  contained  in  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
concerning  the  duty  ye  owe  to  yourneighbour- 

13  And,  as  ever  ye  would  be  holy  and  happy,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  defign  of  ray  kingdom,  ye  muft  enter  in 
at  the  (bait  gate  of  regeneration,  faith  and  repentance, 
however  felf-hutnhling  and  fe If -denying  it  may  be:  For 
the  entrance  into,  and  ptogrels  in  the  way  of  fin  and 
felf-fee&ing,  that  leads  to  ererlaftiog  tnifery  and  rain, 
is  wide  and  open  j  it  is  agreeable  to  the  corrupt  inclt* 
nations  and  indulgences,  pride  and  hypocrify,  that  man¬ 
kind  are  naturally  fond  of,  and  puts  little  or  no  check 
or  reftraint  upon  them :  And  there  are  great  multitudes 
that  go  into,  and  go  on  in  this  way,  to  their  dreadful 
and  eternal  perdition. 

14  But  the  entrance  into  my  kingdom,  by  the  new 
birth,  is  painful  and  difficult;  and  tf^e  way  rtf  true,  re- 
ligion and  holiods,  the  end  efwhich  is  everlafting  life, 
is  a  way  of  reftraint,-  being -hedged  in  by  God's  law j 
and  a  way  of  affli&ion,  (riiw^mWic)  befet  with  many 
tribulations,  as  with  a  hedge  of  thorns :  It  is  rough  and 
difagrceable  to  flelh  and  fenfe,  and  to  the  pride  of  hu¬ 
man  nature;  and  there  are  hut  few  that  care  to  prefi 
into  it,  and  go  on  with  perfevennee. 

- 15  Take  heed  of  falfe  teachers  who  preach  any  thing 
contrary  to  this  doftrine,  and  pretend  to  lead  you  in  an 
eafier  and  wider  path  to  eternal  happinefe;  They  put  on 
fpecious  appearances,  wear  a  dittraguifhing  garb,  and 
make  out  fide  (hews  of  fandity,  raeeknefs,  ana  concern 
Sot  your  good,  which  carry  the  likends  of  my  prophets, 

and 


cb.  t&; 


rtf  Ye  flwll 
knoa  then  by 
their  frvk».  Do 
pen  gathergrapo 

of  thonu, 

of  thillln2 


t  T  Em  &  c- 

very  good  tree 
briondi  forth 
g«vT  fnifc;  hoc 
a  corrupt  cm 

hringeth  forth  c» 

vil  &UU* 


i9  A  good 

tree  omul  faring 
forth  CTil  fruit, 
neither  «tp*  cor¬ 
rupt  me  faring 
forth  good  froiL 


19  Every  tree 
that  bringetfa  aoc 
forth  good  fruit, 
\i  h»n  down, 
and  aft  into  the 
fire. 


10  Wherefore 
their  Ci  nits  ye 

Uiaowtbcttf' 


it  Hot 

One  that  faith  un¬ 
to  me*  Lord  , 
Ij oal,  dull  enter 
into  Ae  kingdom 
uf  hovtm  but 
hr  that  docth  the 
vlll  of  my'Faihv 
which  is  la  bee* 

veil. 
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and  of  (be  qualities  of  fheep>  but  they  have  indeed  the 
temper  and  defign  of  rapacious  wolves  j  they  are  under 
the  dominion  of  their  own  iuffa,  and  feek  to  pervert  and 
make  a  prey  of  you,  n>  their  own  carnal  ends,  and  to 
your  eternal  deftrudion. 

16  But  as  ye  may  difcern  -one  tree  from  another  by 
the  fruit  it  bears ;  fo  ye  may  dHHnguifb  thefe  from  my 
faithful  fervants,  by  the  evil  tendency  and  iufl  uence  of 

.  their  do&rtne  $  and  by  the  pride,  covetoufnefs,  or  fen- 
fuality  of  their  lives  and  convocations..  For  as  thorns 
cannot  produce  grapes,  or  tfaiftles  figs  j  but  they,  and 
all  other  trees,  bear  fnch  forts  of  fruit  as  are  anfwer- 
able  to  their  nature  and  kind  : 

17  Even  loevery  good  man,  whofe  principles  are  right, 
and  whofe  heart  is  changed  and  fan&ified  by  the  grace  of 
God,  brings  forth  fruits  of  rivhteoufnefjs  andhohnefs  in 
fpiritiud,  ufeful  defigns  and  imoni ;  and  every  unregene¬ 
rate  man,  whofe  principles  are  wrong,  and  whofe  heart 
is  under  the  dominion  of  fin,  brings  forth  fruits  of  un- 
righteoulhefir  and  iniquity  in  evil  intentions  and  works. 

18  The  good  man  cafinot  carry  on  defigns  and  prac- 
tices  of  wickednefs  either  in  a  private  or  public  charac¬ 
ter,  it  is  contrary  to  bis  renewed  nature  fo  to  do ;  and 
the  onregenerate  man  cannot  carry  on  defigns  and  prac¬ 
tices  of  true  religion  and  bolinefe,  he  has  no  principles 
capable  of  producing  them* 

•  19  How  fair  (never  peoples  profeffions  and  appearan¬ 
ces  may  be;  yet  if  their  principles  are  un found,  and 
thek  lives  immoral ;  if  their  doctrines  do  hot  tend  to 
bolinefs,  and  their  converfation  be  not  anfwerahly  good ; 
they,  like  barren  trees  that  only  cumber  the  ground, 
fhall  in  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  be  cut  down  by 
death,  and  call  into  everlafting  burnings. 

10  By  thefe  different  fruits,  therefore,  of  finful  and 
holy  principles,  difpofitions,  and  a&ions,  ye  may  di  • 
ftingmfli  felfe  teachers  and  pretenders  to  religion  from 
myiervonts  and  true  difciplcs;  and  by  thefe 
know  their  .different  ends. 

sr  For  it  is  not  every  one'who  makes  an  outward 
profeffioh  of  religion  $  no,  nor  who  in  words  owns  me 
for  his  Lord  and  Mafter,  and  calls  upon  my  name  with 
a  Teeming  aeal  and  fervour ;  much  Ids  is  it  any  one  who 
does  thefe  tbings  only  in  a  cold  and  formal  manner, 
that  fhall  enter  into  my  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory: 
But  they  fhall  be  admitted  thither  who  are  brought,  hear¬ 
tily  to  embrace  and  comply  with  the  will  of  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  by  helieving  in  me  whom  he  has  fent,  and 
by  yielding  unfeigned  obedience  to  his  commands. 

22  Many 


ye  may 


48  Evangelift  Matthew  •paraphraj&L 

*»  Mibt/rII  22  Many  will  flatter 


Ch 


*T  to  me  in  that 
LntH,  Lonl? 
hire  vf  »et  pro- 
phcJind  in  thy 
name  ?  and  in  thy 
mmf  have  cjlt 
floldcvih?  andin 
tty  nunc  done 
many  wonderful 
varkf? 


*j  And  then 
will  I  piofefs  un¬ 
to  Them,  I  never 
knew  yon :  de¬ 
part  from  me,  j* 

that  Mti  iniqoi* 

t T~ 


22  Many  will  flatter  tbetnfelres'  with  Tain  hopes  > 
and,  when  their  fears  begin  to  rife  in  the  awful  days  of 
death  and  judgment,  .will  betake  thcmfelves  to  falfe  re* 
fuges,  and  with  horror  and  furprHbw j 1 1  plead  in  an  ap* 
peal  to  me,  faying.  Lord,  have  we  not  preached  the 
gpfpel  under  thy  com  million?  and  have  we  notbatto- 
ven  the  faith  of  miracles  to  cift  out  devils,  and  to  do 
many  other  great  and  marvellous  works  in  thy  name  ? 
wilt  thou  not  therefore  now  receive  and  own  as  for  thy 
difeipfest  and  heftow  upon  upon  .us  die  reward  of  cter* 
nal  life  which  we  expe&ed  ? 

? 3  But  (mi)  I  will  reje&  all  their  vain  picas,  as  ut¬ 
terly  mfufficient,  faying  in  a  .judicial  way  to  them,  1 
all  along  knew  you  to  be  fecret  hypocrites,  while  ye 
were  profeffing  and  preaching  in  my  name,  -  and  doing 
the  miraculous  works  which  I  ordered  to  be  wrought  by 
your  hands,  not  for  your  own  lakes,  but  for  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  my  gofpel  and  the  good  of  others ;  and  there¬ 
fore  1  never  ef teemed  or  t  approved  of  you  as  my  true 
difciples  and  fervants  j  nor  will  1  now  own  or  accept  you 
as  fnch ;  1  qow  banifh  you  from  my  blefled  and  glorious 
prefence,  to  everlafting  mi&ry  and  defpair,  O  all  ye 
wilful  traofg  re  flora. 

24,25.  Since  therefore  lometliuig  more  than  n  bora 

profeffion  .and  external  privileges  i6  neceflary  to  falva- 
tion,  whoever  hears,  and  ferioufly  confiders,  embraces 
by  faith  and  love,  and  a£ts  according  to  the  do&rines  I 
hare  been  delivering,  he.  may  be  compared  to  a  thought¬ 
ful,  prudent  and  Ikilfol  man,  who,  in  profpeft  of  dan¬ 
ger,  builds  his  houfe  upon  a  rock  that  it  may  be  fecure, 
and  whofs  expeditions  are  anfwered  in  the  event;  for 
when  dorms,  and  rains,  and  floods,  come  to  beat  ever 
lo  furioufly  upon  that  houfe,  it  Hands,  fall,  becaule  its 
foundation  is  immoveable;  So  he  who  receives  and  ob* 
ferves  my  mftru&ions,  builds,  upon  a  firm  and  fclid 
bottom  that  will  never- fail  him  v* -will  be- like  surenr- 
nal  rock  underneath,  him,  and  htf  febpe  in  me  fhall  ne¬ 
ver  make  him  alhamed ;  for  whatever  temptations  and 
perfections,  doubts  and  fears  and  dangers,  may  aflault 
him,  in  life  or  death,  he  fhall  not  mi  fear  ry,  but  fhall 
Hand  in  judgment  at  laft,  becaule  he  is  founded  upon 
the  Rock  of  ages. 

..  2 6,  27.  On  the  other  hand,  whoever  hears  fny  in- 
ftru&ions,  but  difregzrds  them,  and  oevet  puts  them 
into  pra&ice,  may  very  properly  be  compared  to  an  in- 

'  confi- 

note. 

t  A*  our  blefled  Lord  could  not  be  ignorant  o?  their  characters*  tfn$  i*  a  plain  infhncc 
krtwkdge  bdng  pul  for  approbation;  as  it  Ukrwifc  is  \a  Pftfm  j.  6.  and  i  Gwv 
Acxurdifl£ij'  (j  i  knrut  mat  fcrtudfrcd  XaSkiz  ttf/Aonu  Vii*  jj. 


Therefore* 
hw 
ttk  theft  fyingc 
«f  tuna  t  and 
doeth  them  f  I 
-will  hken  unto  * 
wife  man,  which 
built  his  houfe 
upon  a  reek : 

■  ij  .And  the 

run  ddbeftdfd  , 
tnJ  the  floods 
Came,  and  t1*e 
winds  blew,  and 
best  upon  that 
houft;  and  it  fell 
not,  for  it  ms 
louxuftd  uddq  a 


id  And  tuny 

one  that  hnrtth 
thefe  frying*  of 
ah  CM,  jnd  doeth 

them 
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than  not.  Dull 

be  likened  unto 
a  fa difti  man, 
uMJk  buUt  In* 
houle  upon  the 
find : 

x7  ■  And  the 
rain  defbosdfid  , 
and  the  Aoods 

amc ,  and  the 
winds  bt^r}  and 
brat  upon  that 
houfc ;  and  it  fell, 
and  mat  toulhc 

fall  of  U> 

iS  Andfectme 
to  p aft  whoi  Je* 
fus  had  ended 
ihcfe  layings,  the 
people  ven  tflo- 
oUhnl  at  bis  doc* 
mne : 

z»  Forhetangfit 
them  as  one  ha¬ 
ving  authority  t 

and  not  as  the 
feribes* 


confidence  caielc&  man,  who  builds  his  ho  life  upon  a 
loofe  and  fandy  foundation  ;  for  when  ftorms  and  rains 
beat  upon  the  fuperftru&ure,  it  is  eafily  qwturned  and 
utterly  deftroyed,  as  having  no  good  bottom  to  keep  it 
from  linking  and  falling  in  its  own  ruins :  So  the  mere, 
empty,  hypocritical  profeflhr  of  religion,  has  nothin 
to  fupport  or  fecure  him  in  an  hoar  of  temptation  ah 
danger, -ipucb' lets  in  the  day  of  death- and  judgment; 
but  mu{t inevitably  perilh,  and  that  with  great  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  his  fin  a"d  folly,  and  to  his  dreadful  difappoint- 

merit  for  ever. 

■ 

28  When  Jefos  bad  concluded  this  fermon,  the  com- 
moD  people  that  beard  him  were  filled  with  wonder  and 
admiration  at  the  excellence  of  bis  difeourfe,  though 
without  any  laving  effect  upon  inany  of  them* 

29  For  the  nature  of  his  doctrine,  and  the  manner 
of  his  delivering  it,  were  fuch,  that  be  appeared,  even 
to  them,  to  fpeak  with  furprifing  majefty  and  authority* 
and  with  an  evidence  of  truth  and  importance  which 
could  not  be  contradicted  j  and  not  with  the  trifling 
formality,  and  according  to  the  ityicertain  traditions,  of 
their  JtaHUs* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

All  our  rdigion  fhould  begin  at  home ;  andinftead  of  being  uncharitably  tevere 
in  cenfming  others,  we  fhould  be  carefully  looking  into  our  own  hearts  and  wavs, 
obferving  and  condemning  all  that  is  amift  in  ourielvta,  and  labouring  by  divine 
grace  to  reform  it t  Without  this,  what  will  atl  our  pretended  xea),  profefliona 
of  Chrift's  name,  goipel-privileges,  prayers,  and  cither  preaching  or  hearing  of 
the  word,  come  to  r  And  what  a  dreadful  dilappoiotment  will  many  formalifta 
in  religion  meet  with  at  the  lait  day I  Our  corrupt  hearts  muft  be  changed  by  re* 
noting  grace,  before  we  can  be  truly  holy  in  our  lives ;  and  our  principles  mult 
he  right,  before  our  practices  can  befo.  The  belt  way  therefore  of  knowing  per* 
fan*  and  dodtrines,  is  by  their  fruits,  according  as  they  are  agreeable  to  the  word 
of  God  or  not.— How  fhould  we  dread  the  thoughts  of  following  the  multitude 
to  do  evil,  left  we  follow  them  into  hell ;  or  of  building  our  hopes  of  bappinefaon 
iofecure  grounds,  left  they  fail  us  to  our  final  deftrafiion  3  And  how  earorit 
fhould  we  be  hi  our  applications  to  a  throne  of  ^ race,  that  we  may  go  along  with 
the  happy  few  to  cverl&ftipg  life*  or  may  be  wife  unto  ialvation !  BlcJTcd  be  God 
for  the  high  afiipagpci  we  have,  that  tbe  humble,  importunate  prayer  of  faith 
Hull  not  be  in  vain  ;  that  our  heavenly  Father  will,  in  the  riches  of  his  mercy, 
heir  and  aufwer  us,  and  freely  beftow  tbe  beft  of  Weffings  upon  us ;  and  that  by 
a  faith  that  is  produ&tvc  of  real  hoKneft,  we  fliall  rrft  on  a  fure  foundation,  wea* 
ther  every  ftorm,  and  get  fafe  to  glory*  But  O  how  concerned  Ibould  we  be, 
not  only  to  hear  and  admire  the  dodnnes  of  Cbrilt,  but  to  be  favingly  acquainted 
with  them! 


CHAP*  VII L 

Ckriji's  ckanjing  a  !*ptry  1,-4-  Heating  a  paljy  and  ftvcr%  c3~t  8* 
Difcmtrfing  with  two  perfons  about  following  him ,  19, —  22*  $  rilling 

a  umpfjty  23,-27.  Jtnd  cajlin^  out  dtvihy  2  8* — 34* 

Vol*  L  F-  I*  4  D 
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Teit. 

Hu  rf  be 
H4  conu^ 

down  the 

nwmtaTii,  great* 
if 1 1 1)  ( i  t  fiile$  fol 

loved  .him, 
i  Aqd  bcEwU, 
riicrtcamc  a  let- 
per  and  UTirfliip- 
ped  him,  f^yjtigf 
lifted  ,  if  thou 
vriht  ebon  cntift 
icalte  me  clem* 


■J  Aid  ]eh« 
ftlt  f.^rth  ftlhjruf 
and  touched  him* 
flying  i  wlfj;  be 
tbmt  clcii).  And 
tin  mo)  tardy  his 

fc-pnriy  waatltiitr- 

fal. 


4  And  Tefirt 
Zilch  onto 
See  thou  tdl  no 
nan;  but  go  thy 
wayT  Ibew  thy 
frit  to  the  prieft, 
and  offer  the  gift 
that  Moles  com* 
mended,  for  a 
teftimony  onto 
them* 


The  Evangelifi  Matthew  farapbraftd.  CB.  vlii. 

Paraphrase.  ■ 

WIIen  Jefus  had  made  an  end  of  his  fern)  on,  and 
come  down  from  the  mount  where  he  preached 
it,  vafl  multitudes  of  people  went  after  him. 

2  And  a $  he  preached  to  them,  lb  he  frequently  took 
opportunities  of  confirming  bis  do&rine  hy  miracles : 
Among  thefe,  we  have  a  remarkable  in  dance  of  one 
wrought  on  a  man  over* run  with  leprofy,  which  the 
Jnns  ufed  to  look  upon  as  an- unclean  diftemper  that 
was  infli&ed  by  the  immediate  hand  of  God  in  token 
of  his  difplenfuie,  and  cobM  not  be  cured  by  human 
aft,  (2  Kings  v.  y.)  This  leprous  perfop  came  to  Jefus } 
and,  throwing  himfelf  at  bis  feet  for  mercy,  begged  that 
he  would  take  pity  on  him,  faying.  Lord,  I  verily  be¬ 
lieve  that,  if  thou  pieaCett,  thou  art  able  to  clean Ce  me 
from  this  otherwife  incurable  difeafe. 

3  And  he  no  fooner  applied  to  Chrift  whh  this  faitb, 
but  he  effectually  anfwered  it}  and,  touching  him  with 
his  hand,  fa  id,  with  the  majefty  and  authority  of  a  God, 
1  am  as  ready  as  thy  Giitfa  can  be ;  /  -will;  what  thou 
alkeft  jp  granted}  1  fay  unto  the,  Be  thou  clean.  And 
fo  powerful  were  his  words,  that  the  man  was  in  that 
very  in  (hint  clean  fed  of  bis  leprofy :  He  fpake  and  it 
was  done ;  be  faid.  Let  it  be  fo,  and  it  was  fo. 

4  Hereupon  Jefus,  as  was  ctrftomary  with  him,  char¬ 
ged  the  man  that  be  ihoutd  not  immediately  divulge 
die  miracle  to  anyone,  thereby  defignmg  to  avoid  all 
appearances  of  attestation,  and  all  uniieceffory  occaG- 
of  provoking  the  envy  and  jage  Qf  tYit  Paarifcts  ; 
But  he  bid  him  go  dire&Iy.^nd  fuomit  bimfelf  to  the 
examination  of  the  prieflv  who  by  divine  appointment, 
( Ltrv*  *iii.  2,  &e.)  was  to  judge  of  lepers  and  of  their 
cleaufing ;  anil  upon  the  pri  eft’s  pronouncing  him  to 
be  clean,  Jefus  further  enjoined  him  to  offer  the  fieri* 
Gee  which  in  Gich  cafes  was  required;  by  the  law  of 
jflofes,  {Lev.  xiv.  4,  drc.)  And  he  ordered  him  to  do 
all  this,  that  it  might  be  a  legal-proof  to  tbe  Jews  of 
the  truth  9/  the  miracle,  of  his  owji  diyine  power  who 
had  wrought  it,  and  of  his  regard  to  Mofes'i  law ;  and 
that  It  might  be  a  witness  against  them,  if  after  this 
they  ilioitld  reject  him. 

5,  6.  And  when  Jefus  returned  back  to  Capetnavm^ 
where- b&oow  dwelt,  (chapviv.  ij.j  there  came^rf  cen¬ 
turion, 

T  E. 

wTiuro  he  footed  apon  to  he  more  worthy  ; 
iikI  ii  thcic  ttot  hla  pniitic.^  and  fpate  the 
wards  he  ordered  than,  To  me  fuppqfe  that 
the y,  according  to  tbe  language  ot  die 

mere 


f  And  when 
W4S  entered 
Wo 

N  O 

+  It  appear*  (Vom  vii.  that  the  cen- 

teruvi  in  £irat  humility  thought  bimfelf 
UiiMhy  10  ownc  to  Omit;  and  llwAmt 
UiU  o*A  at  firft  coiuc  but  iciit  <nltcr$ 
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Luo  CipcrQfluttit 
tli^re  came  onto 
Mm  a  centurion, 
kfcccfaicg  him, 

C  .\ruHaying, 
J.ord,  my  fmant 
iicrh  at  Lome  Trek 
ol  ihcpzlfy,  gpe- 
Tt^uily  torment * 
ed- 

?  And  Jefua 
filth  uni q  him,  I 
wilicwntind  heal 
him* 


Jt 

turion,  that  is,  a  captain  over  an  hundred  of  the  Roman 
fiddlers,  to  intreat  him  on  the  behalf  of  a  fervant,  for 
whom  he  was  greatly  concerned,  faying,  Lord,  a  fer- 
Tant  of  mine  lies  at  my  houfe  dangcroutly  lick  of  a  palfy, 
in  very  great  diftrefs,  and  palt  relief  from  phyiicians  j 
I  humbly  hefeech  thee  to  fliew  thy  power  and  compaf- 
fioit  in  healing  him. 

7  And  Jel'us,  deGgning  to  make  this  man’s  faith  fliH 
more  manifeit,  and  thereby  to  reprove  the  obflinate  in¬ 
fidelity  of  the  Jm>st  immediately  declared  his  willing- 
nc£s  to  go  to  his  fervant,  and  reftore  bis  health. 


9  TJw  centu¬ 
rion  infwcred  and 
faid,  Lord,  I  ain 
lUft  worthy  th^t 
t  boa  ihouldeft 
rt>mc  under  017 
rwfz  b«t  {peak 
the  word  only, 
and  iny  fervant 

tiull  be  heated , 


9  For  I  am  1 
in  .in  under  am  ho¬ 
ney,  baring  fol- 
ilkrs  under  me: 
ami  lay  to  this 
rtunt  Go,  and  he 
gnrth  ;  and  to  1- 
nothtr ,  Come , 
and  he  comciti; 


8  The  centurion  hereupon  anfwercd,  faying,  Lord, 
this  is  too  great  an  honour  for  me,  who  am  a  Gtnt'de% 
and  a  great  tinner;  1  am  utterly  unworthy  that  thou, 
(bouldeft  fo  far  condefcend  as  to  come  into  my  houfe; 
neither  is  there  any  need  that  thou  fliouldeft  do  this 
in  older  to  the  cure  which  I  humbly  bcfcech  thee  to 
work :  I  believe  that  thou  canft  heal  at  a  diftance,  as 
well  as  where  thou  an  prefent;  and  if  thou  wilt  pleafe 
only  to  command  it,  1  am  fatisfied  my  fervant  fliall  be 
recovered  from  his  fickneis :  Thy  faying  it,  1  know,  will 
be  thy  doing  it. 

9  For  fucb  a  poor  creature  as  I,  who  am  only  a  little 
inferior  officer,  can  order  the  foldiers  under  me  to  go, 
and  come,  and  do  this  or  that,  asl  pleafe;  and  they 
immediately  obey  me :  How  much  more  canft  thou, 
who  haft  fovereign  power  over  all  diftempers,  command 
off  this  from  my  fervant,  wherever  thou  art,  and  when¬ 
ever  thou  wilt.  * 


and.  to  Biy  fo- 
Yin:,  Do  this, 
and  h«  riuerh  it. 

us  When  Je* 
fu$  heard  s/,  he 
marvelled ,  and 
€dd  to  them  that 

followed.  Verily, 

I  iiiy  uh(k  you,- 1 
hte  oor  found  fo 
j[rcit  faith ,  no 
nut  iajihdt 

h 


io  When  Jefus  heard  this  anfwer,  though  he  could 
not  be  furprifed  at  it  as  if  he  bad  not  foreseen  it ;  for 
he  both  wrought  the  faith  that  difeovered  itfelf  in  fo 
wonderful  a  manner,  and  knew- what  was  in  all  men ; 
yet  be  publicly  exprefTed  himfelf  with  an  air  of  great 
admiration  at  it,  to  intimate  that  it  was  exceeding  rare 
and  excellent,  and  to  make  it  tbc  more  taken  notice  of, 
faying  to  the  difciples,  and  others  that  were  with  him, 
This  is  a  noble  ioftance  of  ftrong  and  humble  faith  in¬ 
deed  !  truly,  I  have  not  met  with  any  thing  like  ir,  no, 
not  among  thofe  that  I  have  healed  of  the  children  of 
Abraham  ihemfelves,  to  whom  pertain  the  covenants 
and  the  promifes,  and  who  have  had  the  advantage  of ' 
fitting  under  my  miniftry,  and  feeing  more  effects  of 
my  power  than  this  man  was  ever  acquainted  with. 

XI  And 


MOTT. 

wrre  reputed  as  the  man  himJHf,  and  he  was  nearrr,  thecrnturfcn  himfelf  cattt,  fp&kt 

Uid  tv  iLi  that,  which  Lit  did  by  them  :  Kitt  in  thh  manner  to  him, 
k  (enus  pivbabie  th:j.t  at  Lit,  a*  Ciniti;  drew 

**  f.  D  i  | 
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it  -And  I  fay 
you  t  that 
TU.iny  f.imc 

fTwn  the  ruflanil 
Trclt,  aru!  flisll  Jit 

flrtwu  ui  !i  Ahr^ 
ham,  ajtd  haac, 
aiiH  in  the 

kingdom  of  hca- 
nn. 


ti  Put  the 
rhildrvn  of  t  i 
kinylom  ifcsjl  he 
rait  out  into  OUt- 
crihrknc&uhcre 
fh^U  U;  wcvpiii* 
ami  j»ua£hing  of 
teeth* 


Amt  Jdui 
fttd  unto  fhccrv 
turisii,  Go  thy 
way  ;  am!  a*  rhoa 
bait  bdicrer!,  fi» 
tic  it  done  unto 
thee*  And  his 
Servant  was  heal* 

fcl  la  the  lirlf- 

jiimc  hour. 

14  Ami  when 

Jcfus  was  eomc 
inrvPtter's  houfe, 
he  law  his  wife's 
mother  hid,  and 
fult  of  a  fever* 
lj  And  he 

touched  her 
band,  and  the  fe¬ 
ver  left  her  :  and 
fhc  umie  and 
ruiniftered  unto, 
them* 


r  i  Ant?  I  afluredly  tell  you,  tliait  this  is  only  a  pledge 
of  what  ihall  be  hereafter;  For  many  of  the  Gentiles 
flin.ll  come  from  all  pans  of  the  world,  at  the  g  rested: 
distance  from  each  other,  even  from  the  rifing  of  the 
fun  to  the  going  down  of  the  fame;  ami  (ball  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  covenant  made  with  Abraham ,  ijaacy 
amt  Jacoby  to  inherit  the  hie  flings  of  the  kingdom  of 
grace  here,  and  to  be  received  to  a  Hate  of  reft  and  ho* 
nour,  and  delightful  entertainment  with  them,  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory  hereafter. 

12  Hut,  on  the  other  hand,  many  of  the  natural  feed 
of  Abraham)  who  glory  in  their  privileges,  and  are  vi- 
(ibly  in  covenant  with  God,  (hall  for  their  obilinacy^nd 
unbelief  be  cut  off  from  their  federal  relation  to  him, 
and  excluded,  like  out-cafl  Gentile:  y  from  the  privile¬ 
ges  and  bk  flings  of  the  gofpeUkingdom  here  5  and  thall 
be  banifhed  from  the  kingdom  of  glory  hereafter,  ro 
that  hideous  darlnefs  that  is  without  f,  where  they  muft 
dwell  who  arc  Ihut  out  of  heaven;  and  there  they  fliall 
bitterly  lament,  with  the  utrnoft  rage,  hoiror  and  tic- 
fpair,  to  think  what  bleffbdnefe  they  have  finned  away, 
and  what  imferies  they  have  brought  upon  themfelves. 

13  And  when  he  had  fpoken  thus  to  them  that  were 
with  him,  He  turned  to  the  centurion,  and  faid,  Your 

petition  is  granted  ;  go  back  to  your  houfe,  and  be  af- 
fured  that,  according  to  your  faith,  I  have  fpoken  the 
word,  and  your  fenrant  is  reftored.  And  fo  the  event 
proved  ;  for  at  that  very  time  it  was  found  that  he  was 
miraculoufly  healed. 

14  After  this,  Jefus  withdrew  from  the  multitude, 
and  went  into  the  houfe  where  Peter  dwelt,  his  wife's 
mother  living  with  him ;  and  there  he  faw  her  lying  on 
the  bed,  fick  of  a  fever. 

15  And,  his  compaOion  being  moved,  he  took  her 
by  the  hand,  not  to  feel  the  pulfe  as  phyGcians  ufe  to 
do,  but  to  raife  her  up,  {Mark  u  3  T .)  or  to  give  the 
fignal  of  his  healing  her :  And  his  touch  was  as  effec¬ 
tual  in  this  cafe,  as  his  word  was  in  others  ;  for  the  fe¬ 
ver  immediately  went  off,  and  Jie r  ftrength  was  entirely 
reftored  at  once;  fo  rhat  fhc  inftantly  got  up,  and  went 
about  the  buftnefs  of  the  family,  to  provide  for  and  ferve 
their  welcome  Gueft,  as  a  demon  fl  rat  ion  of  the  furpri* 
ling  miracle  Chrift  had  wrought  upon  her,  and  as  a  te¬ 
ll  i  mo  ny  of  her  love  and  gratitude  to  him. 

16  This 


N  O  T  E, 

t  Sfliue  think  that  here  is  an  allufioa  ter  marriage- fcafH  anwtng  the  ytinj,  who  nft-d  to 
h -Jvr  them  at  oigKt  in  »  roortif  adnvmrd  vd\h  alHituiaiicc  uf  HeJiis ;  an^  i)m  wm  uot 

nd  ui  it:  cd  nmoiijg  ibe  mere  itm  o\4\t  ihx  durfc,  and  deprived  of  all  the  ir%hts 

the  «auaruiuarciit.  J  T^-* 


Ch*  vin. 

ttf  When  the 
even  wa*  eoiut, 
they  brutighf  an* 
to  him  many  \  hlE 
uen: 

^idi 
he  oft  out  the 
iptrits  with  iij 
word,  add  heal* 
cd  all  that  wire 
tick ; 

* 

17  That  it 
might  be  fulfilled 
which  vasfpokeu 
by  Elkia*  the 
prophet,  ikying, 
HuiiJcJf  took  onr 
infirmities  *  and 
bare  nr  fickDCP 
iis. 


po  nailed 
drvjU;  and 


1 9  Nov  when 
J cCu  &  fa  w  great 
irmliuudes  al>nut 

him  ,  he  (five 
fiimtuandrotutto 
depart  unto  die 
oilier  Gde. 


19  And  1  Ccr- 

lain  feribe  came, 

anJuiduntohim, 
Miller,  1  will  Fol¬ 
low  rhee  whither* 

ieeVCT  thou  £Ocll. 


10  And  Jcfiis 
faith  unto  him, 
The  foxtrs  have 
hole*  y  and  the 
huilu  or  the  air 

ij'jf  rail? ;  bar 
the  San  of  mau 
luih  t~ot  where  to 
Uy  cit  head. 
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16  This  being  on  the  fabbath-day,  {Alari  i.  21,-31.) 

as  foon  as  the  evening  came  on*  and  the  fahhath  f  was 
ended*  the  people  came  to  him*  and  brought  with  them 
abundance  of  fick  perfons*  and  ntcb  us  were  poflefied 
with  devils,  that  he  might  relieve  them:  And  fo  great 
was  his  mercy  toward  them*  and  his  power  for  thcic 
h'elp,  that  barely  by  fpeaking  a  word,  like  the  fhve'reign 
Lord  of  all*  hef  difpcifdTcd  the  evil  fpirits,  and  healed 
the  difeafes  of  all  th;*t  came  to  him  fur  cure*  how  bad 
foever  their  condition  had  been; 

17  That  Ifaiah's  prophecy  of  the  Mefliah*  faying* 
(chap.  liii.  4.)  He  has  borne  our  griefs  and  carried  cwr 
forrtrws ,  might  be  fulfilled  in  him,  not  only  by  his 
bearing  our  Jins  in  his  qvju  body  on  the  i ra\  ( 1  Vet.  it. 
24*)  and  fo  fuifering  for  them  in  our  room  and  dead; 
but  litewife  by  his  fy  m  path  i  ling  with  os  under  our  fur¬ 
rows,  and  healing  us  of  thofc  di (cafes  That  were  the  fruit 
of  Jin*  and  £0  taking  it  away  with  all  its  dreadful  con* 
fequences. 

18  At  another  time,  (Mark  iv*  35.)  when  great 
multitude  were  gathered  together*  and  crowded  about 
our  Saviour,  more  out  of  curiofny*  and  from  locular 
views,  than  any  defign  of  receiving  lptritua!  benefit* 
he  ordered  his  difciples*  whom  he  had  chofen  to  be  a- 
pofUes,  to  get  a  boat,  and  carry  him  over  to  the  other 
tide  of  the  lea  of  O alike* 

19  And  while  they  were  preparing  for  it*  a  certain 
doctor  of  the  law,  who,  according  to  the  notions  ojf 
that  day  about  the  MefTiah*  thought  he  would  foon  ap¬ 
pear  with  great  power  am!  grandeur,  to  fet  up  a  tempo¬ 
ral  kingdom  in  the  world,  laid  unto  him.  Mallei,  1  am 
rcfolved  to  be  thy  difciplcj  and,  where- ever  thou  goell, 
to  go  along  with  thee. 

20  But  Jefus,  knowing  his  heart*  anfwcred  him,,  A- 
]as  !  your  expectations  of  worldly  advantage  by  foil  ow¬ 
ing  me  will  meet  with  a  great  difappoiDtmenr :  Foi  even 
the  foxes  have  their  holes  of  retreat  for  rcit  and  fafetv* 
and  the  birds  cf  rhe  air  have  their  turlts  to  lodge  in  and 
chcrifh  their  young  5  hur  (*  who  am  truly  a  man*  and 
appear  under  the  character  of  the  prnniifrrf  MHTiah  as 
the  Son  of  man,  {ZW.  vii.  13.)  have  no  fettled  phtc c 
of  abode*  nor  any  houfc  of  my  own,  wherein  to  lodge 
myftJf,  much  left  to  entertain  my  followup  and  din* 

at 


N  o  t  1*. 


t  The  Jlfif's  HtUmt!)  was  from  the  tve- 
jimtf  or  hmTctitM£  of  the  day  before,  to 
the  evening  or  ;kn -Getting  of  tSa;  thy,  An*, 
xaiii.  ji.  And  *3  Xh<*  pbarfivs  oLjt AsiJ.a- 
jnd  tiiC)  IrieinlUvfr  i'crttplrU  C.Uiy- 


io*t  ubnil  ll'tlr  fick  nn  llio  CtMt-uIi-iTsiv;  i\> 

O  i  Y  " 

as  Imn  ibs  ever.ii- jj  fan  ^rtinj*  li*<|  pat 
an  end  to  it,  :iu-y  th:;r  di^c  *sid  w 

CiiHlt  t<:  hi  Ik-uIciI, 


4 
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1 1  And  ano¬ 
ther  ot  his  dii'ci- 
plcs  tawi  unto 
him,  I.nrd,  fuf- 
f<t  me  firtl  lo  f$n 
and  Ukry  my  ii* 
titer, 

3?r  But  Jclus 
{aid  unto  him, 
Polio w  me,  and 
let  the  drad  bury 
their  deed. 


*3  And  when 
he  wai  entered  in¬ 
to  s  luipT  hi*  ilif- 

ciph*  folLuwcd 


i+  And  be  - 

hold,  there  a  role 
:i  £rc*t  temps  ft  in 

l\t  k'i,  tuf- i-mtich 
that  the  (hip  was 
covered  with  the 
waves  :  but  he 
vus  ufleep. 


And  his 
difapUs  cjhhc  u> 
bint,  and  awoke 
hhn  4  frying  , 
boriTj^vdi):  wc 
periih* 


\6  And  health 
unto  them.  Why 

are  ye  fearful,  O 

yc  uf  little  fj&h  ? 

Then 
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at  this  very  time  f  want  to  lie  down  and  take  my  reft, 
being  wearied  with  (be  fatigues  of  the  day,  I  have  no 
convenient  place  for  it  t* 

21  Another,  who  was  one  of  his  difciples  at  large, 
upon  his  calling  him  to  the  miniftry,  deli  red  to  be  cx- 
cufed  for  a  while,  {Luke  ix.  59,  do.)  faying.  Lord,  on¬ 
ly  let  me  firft  go  home,  and  take  care  rfj  my  father’s 
funeral,  and  fettle  the  affairs  of  my  family,  and  then  I 
I  will  be  at  your  fetvice. 

22  But  how  lawful  and  commendable  foever  his  at¬ 
tending  to  thole  things  might  be  in  itfelf ;  yet  as  his 
motion  about  it  -  was  unfcafonahlc,  and  difeo vertal  a 
hackwardnefs  of  mind  to  follow  Chrilt,  and  an  'indue 
hankering  after  earthly  concerns,  our  Lord  looked  upon 
this  delay  as  a  denial,  and  faid,.I  will  admit  of  no  ex- 
cufe  :  Give  yourfolf  up  to  me  and  my  work  nm> ;  and 
leave  it  to  them,  who  are  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins,  to 
bury  their  relations  that  are  corporally  dead,  without 
hindering  yourfeli  in  the  more  important  affairs  to  which 
1  call  you-  >See  the  note  on  Luke  ix.  do. 

23  By  this  time  the  difciples  had  got  a  boat  ready, 
and  out  Lord  went  into  it,  they,  as  ufual,  accompany¬ 
ing  him. 

24  And  as  they  were  crofting  die  fea  toward  the 
country  of  the  Cadarensy  (ver.  28.)  it  is  very  remarka¬ 
ble,  that,  though  Chrilt  was  with  them,  there  arofe  on 
a  fudden  a  terrible  florin  of  wind,  and  the  billows  ra¬ 
ged  and  fwelSed,  and  tolled  the  boar  about,  fo  that  i? 
was  almoft  filled  with  water,  and-feemed  juft  ready  to 
fink :  But  Jefus  himfelf  was  at  that  time  afleep,  for  the 
refrelh  ment  of  his  weary  body,  and  the  trial  of  their  faith. 

2  5  Then  (*«■)  his  difciplbs,  being  in  great  furprife 
and  terror,  immediately  ran  to  him,  and  waked  him, 
crying  out  with  a  mixture  of  faith  and  fear,  and  with 
great  vehemence,  Lord,  arife  for  our  help;  we  are  in 
(he  utmoft  danger  of  being  call  away,  and,  unlcfs  thou 
haft  mercy  upon  us,  are  all  loft  men,  and  muft  unavoid¬ 
ably  perilh. 

26  And  he  anfwered  them.  Why  are  ye,  who  have 
feen  fo  much  of  my  power  and  tender  care,  afraid  of 

$ny  mifchief  whilltl  am  with  you  ?  What,  do  yc  ima¬ 
gine 

q  T  k  ft. 


N 


j-  As  our  hlc&d  l#ord  hut  been  before  r 

by  bis  preaching  aud  by  fb£  crowd* 
of  people  that  came  tn  him  to  he  be 

may  bp  f  tip  pok’d  to  rcffinx-J  in  j;ci:crai 

Co  hU  mean  cinumntncef,  aiid  tn  (urticuUir 
tv  his  bcinu  lind,  and  wanting  trt  lie  down 

to  flccp,  when  lie  fpakt  oT  Mr  pfat€  to 

If?  bis  :  accordingly,  as  Cwa\  m  bj  wvat 


toco  the  ih^p,  he  lav  down  with  his  hesd  *>n 
a  pillow,  aud  fcUaftecp,  t?n\  14.  complied 
with  iv.  3S. 

H  W'hether  his  Father  imaged,  or  dan- 
otroofiy  lick,  or  airtjtflp  dead,  is  nrioail]r 
wnj^intttl ;  ami  lis  it  1*  itn  certain  for  bow 

lopg  he  ddired  to  be  cxcufaL 

■  a.  *n  * 

a  A  *4  v 


Then  he  anrffe, 
atul  rebuked  the 

windf  and  the 

lea;  ami  t here  ww 
a  great  calm* 


if  Rut  the  men 
marvelled  *  fay¬ 
ing,  What  man¬ 
ner  of  man  is 
this,  that  tttn'rhe 
vinds  and  the  lea 
ubey  him  l 


aS  And  when. 

he  was  co roe  to 

the  other  fide*  in¬ 
to  the  country  of 
the  CcrgcfeMi, 
there  met  him 
two  poflclled  with 
devih  t  coming 
oot  of  the  c^mbs; 
(fjuwJing  fierce, 
it>  thut  no  man 

might  pafsbythat 
way. 


ip  AndhchoU, 
they  cried  out, 
faying ,  Whai 
luve  we  to  do 
with  thee,  Jefitt, 
than  fan  of  <Jod? 
art  thou  come  hi¬ 
therto  torment  ns 
before  the  time  ? 
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gtne  that  becaufc  I  was  aflcep*  I  could  not  fave  you  ? 
did  this  fhake  your  truii  in  mer  or  what  juft  icafon 
could  there  he  for  fear,  O  ye  doubting  trembling  be¬ 
lievers?  fureiy  your  faith  is  very  low.  Ami  having  thus 
gently  reproved  them*  he  got  up  and  rebuked  the  llorm* 
like  the  God  of  nature*  who  gathers  the  mind  in  bis  ffs% 
and  bimts  the  foods  from  overf owing)  (I?rov.  xxx,  4.  Job 
jcxviiL  it,);  and  immediately  there  was  n  perfect  calm. 

27  At  this,  they  that  were  with  him  in  the  boat  were 
dftonilhed,  laying*  What  a  furprifmg  per  fon  is  this* 
^3r4Td*4f  (4TIV  tfTC(,  )  who  in  fuch  a  fuvereign  way*  by  hi;; 
own  authority*  commands  rhe  wind  and  the  fea*  and 
they  fo  fudden ly  and  fo  aUblmely  obey  the  voice  of  his 
word!  furelv  he  mult  be  more  than  a  man;  lie  mud 
be  Hltewife  tliat  God*  whole  property  it  is  to  fill  the 
nctfe  of  the  feat  and  make  the  forma  cahn *  fo  that  the 
waves  tbere<f  are  fill)  {Phil.  Ixv.  7,  and  evii.  29*} 

28  When  he  had  palled  over  the  fea  of  Galilee)  and 
was  landed  in  the  country  of  the  Gcrgefcnes3  which  in¬ 
cluded  the  region  of  the  G<idarensy  (fee  the  note  on 
Luke  viiu  26.)  and  was  inhabited  by  Gm Hites  as  well  as 
Jew*;  there  met  him  two  men  pofi’died  with  devils* 
who*  for  the  greater  terror  to  thetnfelvcs  and  others* 
were  ufoally  made  to  rove  about  in  lonely  places*  and 
in  caverns  of  rocks  and  mountains,  among  the  fepul- 
chres  of  the  dead  and  were  fo  exceeding  flrong  and 
furious  and  mifehtevous*  by  the  power  of  the  devils  in 
them*  that  there  was  no  dealing  with  them*  and  every 
one  was  afraid  to  go  that  way  upon  their  account. 

29  And  as  foon  as  they  faw  our  Lord*  the  devils 
that  poffcfled  them,  being  by  this  time  convinced  of  his 
divine  power,  and  terrified  at  the  thought  of  it,  cried 
out  with  dread  and  horror*  Jefus*  wc  know  that  thou 
art  indeed  the  Son  of  God*  and  that  wc  are  no  match 
for  thee;  and  as  we  have  no  intereft  in  thee*  we  defue 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee ;  let  us  alone  to  range 
at  pleafure  and  do  our  will ;  "We  own  indeed*  that  we 
are  now  like  perfons  in  chains,  ami  are  referved  to  more 
miferable  tortures*  which  we  dcfpair  of  rfcaping  at  the 
great  day:  But  as  at  prefent  we  are  prifoners  at  large* 
what  means  thy  following  us  even  into  an  heathen  coun¬ 
try  ?  art  thou  come  to  retrench  our  liberty  here*  as  wcil 
as  among  the  Jews *  and  to  mcreafe  our  torment  or  tn 
fhut  us  up  in  hell  before  the  day  appointed  for  ihc  final 
judgment?  (See  the  note  on  Mark  y.  6  ) 

30*  31.  And 


N  O  T  E. 


|  Tlit  tomb*  ii>  rhnfir  days  were  ufimly  In  rfefart  places  flittenl  from  touns ;  and  vrre 

tftca  ,Tisdc  in  die  fide*  of  c*vc>  and  ^  h*  the  nii'^  intninta;n$# 

1>  4 


i  Q'X 
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AnA  there 
MT*t i  a  good  way 
off  from  them  an 
herd  of  many 
taine,  tcnling,. 

31  So  the  de- 
vilshtfought  him 
fiyingi  If  thou 

u*  out,  fnifer 
vs  to  go  sway  into 

the  herd  of  twine* 

3*  And  heiVtd 

MTito  them,  Go. 
And  when  they 
were  come  out* 
they  went  into 
thchtrdof  ftt-ttic: 
and  behold,  the 
whole  herd  of 
fwlnc  nn  violent¬ 
ly  down  a  fteep 
pbcc  into  the  fca, 
and  peri fliul  in 
the  Viters. 

33  And  they 
that  kept  them 
fie:],  and  wenr 
their  ways  into 
the  city,  and  toM 

every  thing  ;  and 
vrhat  v^s  befallen 
to  the  poflefledof 
the  devils* 

34  And  be* 
hold,  the  whole 
cliy  came  o?u  to 
meet  Jefns:  and 
wlien  they  faw 
him*  they  he  - 
{ought  him  that 
he  would  depart 
out  of  their  crafts. 


30,  3K  And  as  a  great  herd  of  fwine  were  then  gra¬ 
zing  in  a  diffcmt  field ;  fo  the  devils  earneitly  i  litre  a  ted, 
that,  if  he  would  not  fuiffer  them  to  keep  poflcJfion  of 
thefe  men,  he  would  permit  them  to  enter  into  that 
herd;  being  fully  affured  in  themfplires,  that  they  could 
neither  (lay  where  they  were,  nor  go  where  they  would, 
without  his  permillion, 

32  And  he,  for  wife  and  holy  ends,  fuffered  them  to 
go  f  >  juft  as  God  had  formerly  dune  in  Job's  cafe,  when 
Satan  de fired  to  sffliil  him,  (Job  u  12,  and  it*  6.)  And 
upon  their  coming  out  of  the  men,  whom  they  could 
no  longer  polfcfs,  they  being  at  liberty  entered  of  their 
own  accord  into  the  whole  herd;  and  fuch  was  their 
furprifing  power  in  them,  that  the  fwiue  all  i mediate¬ 
ly  ran  with  fury  down  a  precipice  into  the  fca,  and 
there  were  drowned. 

33  Then  (s*)  the  keepers  of  the  herd,  being  filled 
with  terror  and  amazement,  h aliened  with  all  fpeed  in¬ 
to  the  city  8,  and  reported  the  whole  of  what  they  knew 
about  the  liiddcn  ppfleflion  and  deftruftion  of  all  the 
fwine  by  the  devils,  and  about  the  leave  they  had  ob¬ 
tained  of  Chrift  for  ir,  after  he  had  entirely  difpoflciicd 
them  of  the  two  men,  and  reftored  thofe  demoniacs  to 
as  calm  and  foher  a  ufe  of  their  rcafon,  and  to  as  regu¬ 
lar  behaviour,  as  ever  before. 

34  Ami  upon  thefe  amazing  tidings,  either  curiofity, 
or  fear  and  vexation,  carried  great  multitudes  out  of  the 
city  to  fee  Jefus;  and  their  carnal  hearts  were  fo  much 
dtfturbed  at  the  lofs  of  the  fwine.  That  as  foon  as  they 
faw  him,  fo  far  were  they  from  begging  his  prefence, 
grace  and  favour,  for  their  fpiritual  benefit,  or  from 
being  aft'efted  with  his  wonderful  mercy  to  the  mife- 
rable  demoniacs,  and  thereupon  bringing  their  lick  to 
him  to  heal  them,  that  they  were  afraid  of  him,  and 
eameftly  ijureated  him  to  quit  their  country  without  de¬ 
lay,  left  they  Ihould  fuller  fbme  further  lofs. 


RECOL- 

-.NOTES. 

t  Oijirl^onihercgavcanopptirtuoky  far  the  <Lty*  of  jfal(&bziw  which  fcvervly  forhad  fo 
rooftfetMihle  proof  that  cojild  be,  agaiurtthc  much  as  thru  keeping  fwine*  Vil.  SpiPCtr? 

of  tliccxifknce^f  evil  fpiri*?;  «  d*  u&ib.  Ktvn  Ilk  I*  Cap.  V\  JV, 
alio  of  their  formidable  power  over  animals  Or  if  they  were  kept  fiy  the  Gcis&irs*  who 
up  well  as  men,  and  of  hiso^vu  fuperior*  at«b*  were  woi{hip|*cr*  of  drvils,  it  carried  ftrong 
lutcand  uncontrouhhteatnhcjrity  ovcrihcm* .  onnvicfyMi  to  llicni  of  their  folly  and  mad* 

.  ^  ^  toe  note  tt|«  by  .nefs  iu  wcvrlhippmg  Aid)  Impure  and  mil- 

a  ri^h-  ^icroos  fpirits,  r*-hof  had  Chrift  permitted 
tcijua  rchnfce  upoji  them*  perhaps  for  casing  them,  would  andHinely  have  drilroycdthcm 

I  wines  flcllidirrflly  contrary  to  timl's  Uw  j  or  a*  their  fwine*  But  whoever  were  their  owu* 
at  bsaft  Tor  bordering  ttpon  the  breach  oft-iae  en,  Clml*  iutrhy  put  them  mi  a  trid  rvhc 
U\vr  by  putting  ihrmfclves  into  the  way  of  ther  they  had  more  regard  to  them  than  him* 
temptation  to  trantgreft  it*  and  that  in  con.  *S«  aifb  tiic  note  on  Mart  v*  6 * 

Uadi^iou  U>  their  own  cuufUtutkm*  after  the  J  This  was  moft  probably  Galeia, 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  high  and  how  low  did  Chrift  appear  in  the  days  of  his  flefh*  like  the  Son 
of  God,  ami  the  Sod  of  man  !  lie  behaved  Like  the  God  of  nature  and  of  grace, 
in  commanding  di (tempers,  devils,  winds  and  waves,  and  giving  indications 
thereby  that  lie  come  to  law  his  people  from  IpinTnal  as  \yetl  aa  temporal 
evils.  But  O  aftoniihing  humiliation  and  fell:- denial  for  our  fakce  !  How  low  and 
poor  was  he,  with  regard  to  the  accommodations  of  this  prefcnt  life  !  and  how 
fatigued,  with  labour,  and  in  want  of  Beep  to  rcfrelli  him! — AH  that  we  hear  of 
him,  will  turn  aa  a  teftrmony  for,  or  agaiitft  us.  The  devils  believe  him  to  be 
the  Son  of  God  ;  what  will  become  of  them  that  deny  him?  The  devils  believe 
and  tremble;  what  will  all  our  faith  come  to,  ifit do  not  work  hy  love ?  Ah 
It  If- deceiving  fouis,  that  aim  at  fcciilar  advantages  by  their  following  Chrift,  or 
take  up  with  cxttnul  privileges  and  a  pier?  profcfikm  of  religion  !  They  he 
excluded  the  joys  of  heaven,  and  thrufi  into  all  the  darkneiV  and  horror  of  belt. 
And  ah  fboliih  and  ungrateful  crcanires,  that  form  excufes  to  keep  them  off  from 
his  fervicc,  and  that  prefer  their  Twine,  their  lbulid  gainn  ami  to  him  ! 

How  worthy  is  he  of  our  faith  and  love,  adoration  and  obedience  !  And  what  a 
prevailing  iiHercft  with  him  has  a  humble  faith,  though  wc  arc  unwot  rhy  !  In  all 
our  furrows,  fears  and  danger,  we  may  hereby  Jly  to  him  as  able  ami  willing  tq 
£m.\  and  ihall  not  meet  wkh  a  di  (appointment;  He  will  help  even  GcntiU  belie¬ 
vers  in  the  way;  will  give  them  Abrahattf'i  blcfling,  and  glorify  them  with  Hm 
at  the  end. — Who  that  knows  his  name  would  not  traft  in  him  ?  The  wcakeft  in 
frith  has  Chrift  for  hia  friend,  and  fhould  not  be  afraid ;  and  ftrong  believers  fhaU 
receive  tokens  of  his  higbeft  plcafiire  in  them,  Whilit  he  is  with  and  for  us7  Sa- 
tan  fhal*  have  no  power  over  us,  nor  (ball  any  evil  harm  us ;  but  wo  to  us,  if  he 
depart  from  us ! 


XI 


CHAP.  IX. 

Cbrifi’s  healing  a  palfy*  I, — -8.  Calling  Matthew,  and  eating  with  pu * 
blictms  and  finners*  p, — 13.  His  defence  of  his  difdples  for  not 
fajling-,  1 7,  Curing  the  bloody  fiux,  and  raifing  J  airus’j  dauglr- 
ter  from  the  dead,  18, — 1 6.  Rejioring  two  blind  men  to  fight ,  27, 

-1—31.  Cafihig  out  a  devil*  32,-34.  And  his  preaching ,  and  cem- 
pajfion  to  the  people ,  35^—38. 


T*xt. 

AND  he  en¬ 
tered  into  a 
JtijH  and  pifled 
over,  and  omc 
into  hi*  own  city. 


1  AnilrfbotJ, 
thry  brought  to 
him  a  uuo  lick  of 

the  juNy,  lying 
on  a  ficd  ;  4ml 

Jefes  feeing  their 
faith,  Jaii  unto 
the  hek  of  the 
P*u>,  .Son,  be  of 
good  cheer,  thy 
imi  ^  fpigivui 

thee. 


Paraphrase. 

rT*HC  Gergefents  having  defired  Chrift  ro  leave  their 
■T  coaft,  alas  for  them  !  he  took  them  at  their  word, 
and  went  back  again  into  the  boat ;  and  crofting  over 
the  Tea  of  Galilee ,  returned  to  Capernaum ,  the  city 
where  he  ufually  dwelt. 

2  And  h  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  even  in  his  own 
city,  where  prophets  ufually  have  the  lead  honour,  he 
met  with  a  ftgnal  inftance  of  faith :  For  there  was  a  man 
lb  enfeebled  with  the  pally,  that  he  could  not  poflibly 
get  t-o  him  without  being  carried  ;  but  was  brought  with 
great  dilliculty  through  crowds  of  people  on  a  bed, 
{Mark  it.  4.)  And  Jefus,  obferving  the  faith  of  the  Tick 
man,  as  .well  as  of  his  friends  that  brought  him,  fa  id. 
Son,  (fety-M,)  be  confident  of  my  mercy,  and  rejoice ; 

for 
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3  Anftbdinld* 

certain  of  (he 
fakl  with¬ 
in  fhcmfclrn  , 
Thi?  man  hhP 
p  he  m  ah. 


And 


Jefus, 
th"ir 
faid , 
Whcuforc  think 

Jre  evil  in  your 

iullU  £ 


thoughts 


S  For  whether 

u  vjiOr  ?  to  by, 
Thy  fins  k  for¬ 
given  thee  ?  or  to 
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for  I  difeharge  thee  from  the  guilt  of  thy  fins  +* 

3  Ami  behold  how  ready  the  JevtiJb  doctors  were  to 
be  offended  at  him*  Some  of  them,  upon  hearing  thefe 
words,  thought  in  their  own  minds.  This  man,  talcing 
upon  him  to  forgive  fins,  is  guilty  of  downright  blaf- 
phemy  ;  he  hereby  aflumes  a  power  to  him&lf,  that  be* 
longs  to  God  only* 

4  Then  (wj)  Jcfus,  knowing  the  moll  fecret  mur¬ 
muring  s  of  their  hearts,  expoftulated  with  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  'Why  do  ye  reafon  fo  perverfdy  and  injurioufly  in 
your  own  minus  againft  me  as  if  I  were  a  blafphemer? 
Thefe  are  all  envious  and  finful  thoughts* 

5  For  let  me  propofe  this  fair  queftion  to  you:  Is  it 
not  as  cafy  to  remove  the  caufe  as  the  effe£t  ?  or  to  for* 
give  fins,  as  to  take  off  their  paniftiroent  by  my  own 

fry *  AtUc  and  *  power  and  authority?  One  of  tbefe  is  no  more  difficult 
*  than  the  other  ;  and  he  that  has  authority  in  himfclf  to 

do  one,  can  as  eaGly  do  the  other* 

6  But  t  chofe  to  exprds  my  divine  power  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  to  lead  your  thoughts  to  the  principal  defign  of  my 
coming  into  the  world :  And  that  ye  may  fee  that  1, 
who  am  truly  a  man,  and  the  Mcffiah,  have  indeed  au¬ 
thority  in  my  felf,  even  now  whiift  I  am  on  earth,  to 
forgive  fins,  I  will  immediately  take  off  this  efFb£t  of 
Gn  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  equally  impoflible  to  any  but 
God*  Then,  turning  to  the  man  lick  of  the  palfy,  he 
faid,  with  an  air  of  ablblute  fovereignty,  without  any 
figns  of  addrefs  to  God,  A  rife  this  inftant;  and,  as  a 
demonftration  of  perfect  recovery,  take  up  your  bed, 
and  carry  it  home* 

7  And  he  no  fooner  fpake,  but  it  was  done*  The 
man  immediately  got  up;  and  was  fo  pcrfcdlyreflorcd 
to  his  ftrength,  and  to  the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  that  he 
took  up  his  bed  in  the  fight  of  all  the  multitude,  and 
carried  it  away* 

8  And(Jt)  though  the  common  people  did  not  fee 
the  whole  of  Chri^s  glory  therein ;  yet  they  were  aw¬ 
fully  aftmulhed  (i Bavum*)  at  what  be  had  faid  and  done, 
and  could  not  but  own  the  linger  of  God  in  it,  and 
give  glory  to  him  for  conferring  fuch  a  wonderful  au¬ 
thority  upon  any  man  whatfoever* 

9  After 

NOTE.  #  t 

t  As  on  occifton  of  Chriffs  hedhig  giveoeis  by  hit  own  authority ;  for  it  is  di* 
dn^tVsi,  a  hint  *at  given  befure  ycbrf*  \ik.  rtmj’irifbcd  from  Jiis  holing  fht  p^lty,  and  ii 
>7')  of  pardoning  grace  through  him,  that  ‘  frying  more  t 


6  But  that 
may  know  th*t 
the  yon  of  mm 
hath  power  oa 

earth  to  forgive 
fins,  (then  £j‘th 
hr  to  the  Tick  of 
the  palfy,)  Arife, 
take  up  rhy  bed, 
auilgouiico  dune 


bouc* 


7  And  he  t- 

lofrj  aiv]  depart¬ 
ed  to  hi>  Jkfufc. 


■ 

8  RtitvkiitKt 

multitude  fiw  it, 
they  marvelled  t 
and  tied  God, 
which  had  'jiven 
fa  dr  power  unto 

JllUlfr 


the  prophecy  of  IJhisb  might  he  fulfilled* 
frtiujr,  }fnnj>if  twi  cur  lufirjxhicXv  4ind  bare 
our  /  fi>  hm  he  more  openly  nftert- 

fti  bis  power  to  forgive  fins,  a?  well  as  to 
t*ke  away  their  pens!  ertccts  :  And  this  is  e- 
vid  truly  to  he  uiuLcr flood  of  a  proper  fop- 


than  any  of  the  apoftld  ever 


pretended  to  in  their  mincnloiu  cores*  which 
they  never  called  tbelr  forgiving  nf  fins: 
And  had  Chritt  only  pronounced  than  Gtod 
had  (bigiven  this  man,  the  /rnAri  poo  Id  hove 
had  no  pretence  to  ate  life  him  of  blafphe- 
mr*  See  the  note  on  Lukt  v« 
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9  A  jrf  if  JcfdS 
pitted  fcnh  frnDi 
litrnite,  be  fav  1 

m m  named  Mat- 

tfu-w  fiuiugutht* 
<J  ndom : 
and  be  faith  unto 
him,  KoiW  me. 
A  net  be  aiuf^  \iiid 

followed  bin  - 


10  And  it  came 
to  psfo,  as  Jcfus 
at  meat  in  the 
houie  t  behold  , 
many  poblvans 
and  tinners  ciinc 
and  fat  down  with 
him  and  Jtii  dilit- 
fkv* 


9  After  this*  Jcfus  went  out  of  Capernaum  again ; 

and,  as  he  was  walking  near  the  feu  of  6W/£v,  he  taw  a 
man  whofe  name  was  Matthew  (the  writer  of  this  gof- 
pel)  fitting  at  his  office  in  the  cuttom-boufe  to  reccire 
the  toll  or  tribute- money;  and  though  he  was  by  hi$ 
flat  ion  a  man  of  ill  repute,  Chrift  prevented  him  with 
his  grace,  faying,  Follow  me;  And  focfttcacioun  were 
thefe  words*  that  be  immediately  quitted  his  employ¬ 
ment,  his  gains,  and  his  profpetta  of  further  prefer¬ 
ment,  and  followed  him. 

10  Then  this  convert's  bowels  earning  toward  his  fin- 

ful  companions,  that  they  might  be  acquainted  with 
jefufi  too,  he  invited  them,  together  with  him  and  his 
difciples*  to  an  entertainment  at  his  haufe,  {Luke  v* 
29,)  And  fo  amazing  were  the  oondclccnhon  and  grace 
of  Chrift,  that  when  he  ami  his  difciplcb  fat  down  to 
eat,  he  fuftered  many  tax-gatherers,  (who  were  gene¬ 
rally  men  of  infamous  character,  und  of  ail  otheis  the 
molt  odious  to  the  and  many  other  notorious 

tinners,  to  tit  down  with  them* 


tr  Aad  when 
the  l*harifef  Uw 
it,  they  r^d  un¬ 
to  hi*  dilnpW, 
Why  Bteth  jqvt 
nutier  wiiUpuitii- 
Cdos  and  finders  ? 


But  vfhtn 
JaTu*  heard  dui, 
hr  fa  ki  lintel  hem* 
Thcv  that  be 

p 

whole  need  not 
a  pJiyCrLn,  but 
they  that  are  tick. 


M  When  the  prom!,  fe  If- righteous,  and  ftiperftitt- 
ous  Phuriftes  faw  this,  their  eye  was  evil  becaufe  his  was 
good :  But  not  daring  to  debate  the  matter  with  Jefus, 
they  thought  themfelves  a  match  for  his  difciples,  and 
fo  quarrelled  with  them,  faying,  How  can  your  matter, 
who  fets  up  for  an  -extraordinary  prophet,  vindicate  his 
converging  fo  freely  with  tax-gatherers,  and  the  vilett 
of  men  r  or  how  can  he  do  it  without  being  defiled  i 
ta  But  jefus  over- hearing  them,  took  up  the  caufe, 
and  anfwetvd  for  himfelf  and  his  difciples,  faying,  They 
who,  like  you,  have  an  high  opinion  of  their  own  righ- 
teoufnefs,  as  if  they  were  in  a  moral  fetife  whole  and 
found  already,  will  not  think  a  fpi ritual  phyfician  to  be 
of  any  ufe  to  them}  and  there  is  little  room  for  hope  of 
doing  any  good  with  them:  But  they  who,  like  thete 
publicans,  have  no  fuch  vain  conceit  of.  their  own  ex¬ 
cellencies,  are  readily  brought  to  a  conviction  that  they 
are  Tinners,  and  will  prize  the  PhyGcUn  of  fouls,  who 
will  find  work  to  do  among  them $  and  it  is  in  that 


1$  But  ff\  yc 

3r,d  kltfl  whal 

{hit  meancili,  E 

*Ul  hjTt  mmyt 
i.'id  not  lacrificc: 
for  I  mib  not  come 
UL  tall  the  righ- 


quality,  and  not  as  their  companion,  that  I  converfc 
with  them :  Why  then  Jhould  yc  be  offended  at  this, 
Specially  fince  ye  yourfclves  acknowledge  that  they  need 
healing  r 

1 3  But  before  ye  pretend  to  cavil  on  this  head,  con¬ 
sider  and  learn  the  meaning  of  what  the  propher  lavs, 
(Hof.  vi.  6.)  I  defies  mercy ,  and  not  (or  rather  than) 
faerijice  »•  which  intimates,  that  a£ts  of  companion  to 
others,  and  efpecially  to  their  fouls  in  turning  them 

from 
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uoih,  W  fi imcn  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and  faving  them  from 
to  repentance*  death,  arc  more  pleating  in  the  fight  of  God  even  than 

an  observation  of  his  own  poficive  infiiturions,  and  much 
more  than  of  the  fuperfiitious  oonflrudions  that  men 
have  put  upon  them.  Apply  this  to  the  pretent  cafe, 
and  it  will  thoroughly  jullify  my  condu£l:  For  the 
defign  of  my  coming  into  the  world  could  not  he  tore* 
form  fucb  perfons  as  are  already  righteous;  nor  is  fuc- 
ccfs  to  be  expected  among  thofe.  that  think  thcmfdvcs 
to  be  to :  But  1  am  come  to'bring  them  to  true  repen¬ 
tance  who  are  the  great efl  of  finners,  and  who  fee  their 
fin  and  danger  and  their  need  of  rigbteoufnefe  and 


14  Thtfn  ame 
Co  Turn  the  dUd- 
pk»  of  John,  lay¬ 
ing,  Why  do  vre 
and  the  Pharifee* 
fiHl  oft*  but  thy 
di&iptcifrit  not? 


ti  And  Jeftis 
fiid  unfo  themt 
On  the  children 
of  the  bride  - 
chamber  mourn, 
as  lung  at  the 
bridegroom  it 
vith  them  i  Imt 
the  days  will 
come  when  the 
bridegroom  frail 
be  taken  from 
them,  and  then 
frill  they  fcift- 


grace. 

14  Then  came  to  him  fome  difciples  of  John  the  Bap- 
tifi,  that  had  been  ufed  to  frequent  fadings  under  the 
a  u  fieri  ties  of  bis  discipline,  and  laid  a  great  fifefs  upon 
it;  and  they,  partly  from  the  uneafinefs  of  their  own 
minds,  and  partly  from  the  artful  management  of  the 
Pharifeciy  who  wanted  to  fow  the  feeds  of  difeotd  be¬ 
tween  Chrift  and  them,  alked  him,  Why  bis  difciples 
did  not  keep  falls,  while  they  and  the  Phari/eet  let  a- 
part  fo  many  days  for  that  purpofe  f  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  iu  1 8.) 

15  Jefus  replied,  I  am  the  bridegroom  of  the  church, 
as  your  mailer  bimfelf  tefiified  concerning  me,  {John 
iu.  2y») ;  and  my  difciples  are  the  children  of  the  bride- 
chamber,  or  the  guefis  of  the  marriage-feafi,  who  are 
to  rejoice  with  me :  What  an  abfurdity  then  would  it 
be  for  thde  my  wedding-gueAs  to  be  fad  in  my  pre- 
fence,  and .  to  go  intq  abfiemious  fe verities  on  feftival 
days  ?  It  mufi  needs  be  very  un  fee  roly  for  them  to 
fall,  fo  long  as  I  the  bridegroom  am  with  them ;  but  in 
a  little  time  I  Shall  be  taken  from  them,  and  they  will 
be  expofed  to  many  hard Qiipa  and  dangers;  and  then 
they  will  have  great  occa lions  for  mourning  and  fad¬ 
ing. 

16,  17.  But  for  them  to  fait  now,  would  be  as  im¬ 
proper  as  to  make  ufe  of  a.  piece  of  new  Arong  cloth  -fr 
to  patch  up  a  hole  in  an  old  rotten '  garment,  which 
would  be  very  difagreeable,  and  when  it  comes  to  be 
(trained  would  occafiou  a  worfc  rent  than  before:  Or 
it  would  be  as  unfit  and  Injurious,  as  to  put  new  Spiri¬ 
tuous  wine  into  old  worn  and  decaying  leathern  rot- 

tics, 

T  E. 

iKcat  thet  vfttb  Blhd :/  up  /  and  this  equally 
iptto  u»  the  dcugn  of  thefrnilititije,as  it  in- 
ttnwcs,  ilfet  wlicn  he,  Tiho  put  the  new 
doth  to  tl>c  old  ^aroieut,  fee*  nliat  a  botdi 
It  makes,  he  tws  it  out  djrjiiu 

t  There 


1 5  No  man 

p Ut let  h  B  pifccof 

new  doth  unco  an 
oM  garment :  for 
thu  which  is  put 
in  to  fill  it  op 
taketh  from  ilie 
garment,  and  the 
rent  U  made 
urorfr* 


N  O 

+  VtLx&  ayiapfri  fignifcsetah  that  has 

noi  been  drcflrd  or  fulled;  and  is  a  fit  em¬ 
blem  of  pc  ribns  that  are  not  ufed  or  called  to 


iirvtrims.  And  TO  dtt(  tv. 

n  may  be  rendued*  lie  taka  /rent  the  gar- 


Cb.  ix. 

17  Neither  do 
m«  pot  ncvwiiM 
into  oU  bonks  ; 
cite  the  botiks 
break,  and  the 
whw  runneth  out, 
and  the  bottles 
pLTifh :  but  they 
pot  nee  wine  in¬ 
to  new  bottles, 
and  both  uv  pic* 
ierved. 


tB  Winle  he 
fpakethcftrihiugs 
unro  them,  be¬ 
hold,  there  camo 
a  certain  miff, 
woHblppd 
him,  raying.  My 

thurlfter  is  rttD 

v 

im  w  dad  t  but 
come  sod  lay  tiiy 
hand  upon  her, 

aad  ibe  toll  live. 


19  And  Jcfiu 

arofc  and  follow* 
rd  htm,  And  fvdid 

his  difciples* 


10  (And  be¬ 
hold,  a  woman 

which  was  diia- 
icd  with  an  ilfte 

of  blood  twelve 
years,  came  be* 
h  tud  hiar ,  and 
touched  the  hem 
vf  lus  garment  % 
u  ForQieCud 
iiirhin  lier&lf,  If 
1  may  bat  touch 
his  garment,  L 
lluU  be  whole. 


■ 
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tics,  which  is  the  ready  way  for  the  bottles  to  burft, 
and  the  wine  to  be  loft;  but  prudence  would  direft  e- 
very  one  to  put  newwine  into  new  and  ftrong  bottles, 
for  the  fafety  of  both.  (See  the  note  on  Mark  ii.  22.) 
Sp  religious  fallings  are  to  be  proportioned  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  things,  on  proper  feafons  and  oCcalions  ; 
other  wife  they  lofe  all  their  beauty  and  advantage,  and 
do  more  harm  than  good:  And  fe verities  of  this  kind 
would  be  as  undatable  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  my  difei- 
ples,  who  are  now  called  to  rejoice  at  the  voice  of  the 
bridegroom,  as  the  holy  freedom  and  fpi ritual  delights 
of  the  gafpel'difpenfation  are  to  the  legal  fpirit  of  the 
Pbarifecj  and  of  John* s  diiciples. 

18  Whilit  our  blefled  Lord  was  fpeaking  thefe  things, 
behold  an  agreeable  interruption  by  an  uncommon  cafe  I 
A  certain  ruler  of  the  fynagogue  j-  believed  in  him,  came 
and  worlhipped  him,  and  poured  out  his  requeft  to  him, 
faying,  f  left  my  daughter  at  home  in  her  laft  extremi¬ 
ties,  and  cannot  but  fear  that  by  this  rime  the  is  dead  ; 
but  fuch  is  my  confidence  in  thy  power,  that  I  verily 
believe,  if  thou  wilt  but  pleafe  to  come  and  lay  thy  band 
upon  her,  as  thou  haft  upon  other  lick  people,  the  lhall 
certainty  live,  even  though  it  (Uould  be  found  that  Ihe 
is  now  quite  dead. 

ip  And  Jeftis,  to  (hew  his  abundant  willingnefs  to 
ahfwer  faith's  dependencies  upon  him,  immediately  got 
up,  left  bis  company,  and  went  with  him ;  his  difciples 
and  the  multitude  following,  to  fee  what  he  would  do. 
{Mark  v.  24.) 

20,  21.  And  as  he  was  going  along,  he  met  with  a* 
nother  remarkable  inftance  of  faith  *,  and  that  was  of  a 
woman,  who  had  been  much  afflicted  for  twelve  years 
together  with  a  preternatural  efTuiion  of  blood,  for 
which  (he  could  get  no  core,  though  (he  had  impove- 
riOied  herfelf  by  trying  means  to  obtain  it.  Her  mo* 
defty  reftrained  her  from  making  any  public  application 
to  Child  for  relief;  hut  fo  ftrong  was  her  faith  rn  him, 
that  (he  verily  believed,  if  (he  could  but  touch  his 
cloaths,  (he  ihould  certainly  be  healed :  Accordingly 
-fhe  came  privately  behind  him,  and  touched  the  hem 
of  his  garment;  and  was  immediately  cured. 

22  Bat  as  (he  could  not  conceal  herfelf  from  Chrift, 
whofe  voluntary  influence  had  healed  her,  he  turned 

him- 


1-.  Bet  Jefns 

tamed  hi luiSeut, 
auJ  when  lie  Ci# 

her, 

N  O 

t  There  vxtrtf  at  Iftifc  fcmetuncp,  fac¬ 
ial  nilcii  of  01  if  fyirajpgue,  -s  In  (lik  .it  C> 
Mark  v.  11.  ;  yi  tlut  ax  Auitoihy 
AiU  xiii.  if. ;  anti  in  dial  at  Cen»thr  chip, 
iviii,  6,  * 3- 1  And  yci  Mht?  f-vrov  to  have 


T  J\ 

Iictr*  but  one*  ho  was,  by  way  of  cmcnc*^, 

l lw:  rul*r;  or  pirlicirin  (he  lyuagn^uc,  L  ’’f 

xiii*  1^.  Dr  btgbifr't  fpeakr  of  him  t'/f* 
frrvUt  from  Mir  wayWr,  01  nduijhr  ef  iht  cm- 

gjvjrf&e,  Vol.  X.  p-  t?;a. 
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fc*r ,  he  laid  , 
rtaughtcr,  U  of 
jond  mrut’ort ; 
thy  faiih  hath 
thee  whole* 
Ami  ihe  wom.m 
wij  made  whole 
from  that  hour,) 


And  when 

JV-fus  came  into 
the  nifei*a  honfe, 
and  law  iFu^  min- 
ftreis  and  ihc 
pcnplc  'inakhig  a 

©uifc, 


He  iVid  tin- 
In  them  1  Gire 
pjnee  ;  for  the 
maid  is  not  dead, 
beit  (leupeth.  And 
tbcvLughcd  him 
to  Ja>nw 


1;  Gut  when 
the  people  were 
put  forth  T  he 
went  to,  and  took 
her  by  the  hamt, 
and  gic  ouid  a- 

ruie^ 


_  iff  And  the 

Fame  t  hereof  went 

abroad  imo  ail 
that  land* 


■xj  And  when 
jefu*  departed 
thence,  two  blind 
men  followed 
hire,  crying,  and 

faying*  Thou  Son 
of  David,  Haw 
mercy  on  us* 
ad  And  when 
he  was  come  ioio 
the  houft ,  the 
blind  men  eimc 
to  him  :  and  Je^ 

ft U 


lii m fdf  About,  r.nd  feeing  her,  put  a  public  honour  up* 
on  her  faith,  and  Ipokc*  comfortably  to  her,  faying, 
Daughter,  tbou  art  welcome  to  a  cure;  be  not  afraid, 
but  take  courage;  thou  halt  honoured  me,  and  I  will 
honour  thee ;  1.  approve  of  thy  faith,  and  have  accepted 
nnd  anfwcrcd  it;  iflul  therefore  1,  in  whom  thou  haft 
believed,  have  perfc£Uy  healed  thee,  and  wifi  own  thee 
for  mine :  So  from  that  time  Ihe  ww  thoroughly  refto- 
red  to  health. 

a  3  When  Jefus  had  wrought  this  cure,  he  proceeded 
to  the  ruler’s  houfe ;  and,  as  foonas  he  went  in,  found 
the  family  ail  in  confufion;  the  muliciaos  were  playing 
their  doleful  tunes,  according  to  the  cuftpm  of  tWc 
days ;  and  the  neighbours,  friends,  and  relations,  were 
lamenting  over  the  young  woman,  and  prepitring  for 
her  funeral,  becaufe  (he  was  dead. 

24  He  feeing  this,  and  deligning  to  raife  her  to  life 
again,  fold  to  the  people,  What  arc  ye  all  a~doing? 
and  why  do  ye  grieve  at  this  rate?  Make  way,  that  I 
may  come  to  her;  for  this  is  bift  a  (hart  deep  ;  (lie  is 
not  fo  dead  as  to  need  the  preparations  for  her  funeral ; 
yc  fhall  prefently  fee  her  wake  again.  But  being  all  furc 
that  (lie  was  dead,  they  perfectly  derided  him,  ami 
from  fully  laughed  at  him,  for  what  be  faid. 

25  Then  he  ordered  all  thefe  fcotners  to  be  put  out 
of  the  room*  that  they  might  not  have  the  honour  and 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  his  glory,,  in  the  amzing  manner 
of  his  railing  the  dead;  aud  when  they  were  gone,  he 
went  into  the  room,  with  the  parents  of  the  deccafed, 
and  fume  of  his  difciplcs,  to  be  vithdlcs,  and  took  the 
young  damfel  by  the  hand,  as  we  ufe  to  do  when  we 
would  awaken  and  raife  up  one. that  is  only  afleep^  and 
Ihe  immediately  got  up  in  perfect  health; 

2 6  And  this  was  fuch  an  exceeding  great  and  unque* 
ftionable  miracle,  it  having  been  fi>  very  evident  to  ma¬ 
ny  before  that  £he  was  really  dead,  that  it  became  a 
common  fubje£f  of  admiration  and  difeourfe  in  all  the 
country  round  about. 

27  Now  as  Jefus  was  goiog  away  from  this  place, 
two  blind  men  followed  him,  crying  out  unitedly  and 
with  great  importunity  after  him,  (hying,  O  thou  Son 
of  Davids  thou  Saviour  of  Ifratly  we  hefcech  ta  have 
companion  upon  us  in  our  diftrds.' 

28  And  as,  to  avoid  often  tat  ion  and  envy,  amt  to  ftir 
up  their  faith  and.importunity  the  more,  he  did  not  take 
any  notice  of  them  in  the  public  ftreet;  fo  they  follow¬ 
ed  him  with  eameit  fuppjication  to  the  houfe  whither 
he  was  going:  And  there,  for  the  further  trial,  exer- 
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<3 


fiu  faith  unto 
tiieni,  Bdlavc  ye 
that  I  am  able  Co 
do  this  ’  They 
uii  uuto  him » 
Ya,  Lord. 


spTbeu  tooth¬ 
ed  hetbrir  eyes, 
laying.  Accord- 
tug  to  YOUT  hkbt 
be  it  ttnto  you. 

30,  And  their 
ryes  vert  opened, 
ami  Jefiu  ftiaii- 

ly  riurgoL  thtm, 
iayiog,  See  that 
no  man  hwtf  it* 


But  they, 
when  they  were 
departed,  iprtad 

abroad  his  fame 
in  all  that  o*u*- 
iry* 


cife,  and  difeovery  of  their  faith,  he  faid  to  them,  Do 
ye  indeed  believe  me  to  be  that  Saviour  of'  Ifraclt  who 
nave  power  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  and  in  parti¬ 
cular  to  reftore  you  to  your  fight  ?  They  an  five  red.  Yes, 
Lord,  we  vwily  believe  thou  art,  and  that  thou  can  ft 
give  us  our  fight -if  thou  pleafcft. 

29  Then  he,  whofe  underftanding  is  infinite,  know¬ 
ing  in  himfelf  that  they  did  indeed  believe  in  him,  touch¬ 
ed  their  eyes,.  95  the  fignal  that  he  would  he  al  them  ; 
and  by  his  divine  power  touched  them  into  light,  fay¬ 
ing,  It  is  done  according  to  your  faith. 

30  Hereupon  they  were  immediately  reftored  to  light; 
and  that  be  might  uot  fo  much  as  feem  to  aim  at  felf- 
applaufe,  nor  provoke  the  envy  of  the  feribes  and  Pha- 
rtfees  to  take  him  oft  before  the  time,  nor  give  an  oc- 
cafion  to  the  people  to  put  him  upon  adorning  temporal 
dominion  as  a  king,  according  to  their  corrupt  notions 
of  the  Med  ah,  he  laid  a  ftri£t  charge  upon  thefe  men 
not  to.  divulge  his  having  cured  them. 

3 1  But  they  were  fo  afte&ed  with  the  miracle  which 
he  bad  wrought  upon  them,  that  they  could  not  tell 
how  to  hold  their  peace:  And  in  the  heat  of  their  zeal, 
too  little  regarding  his  foleran  injun&ion,  they,  inftcad 
of  complying  with  it,  proclaimed  his  honour  in  all  the 
country  round  about. 

32  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  another  remarkable 
obje&  offered  to  Clmft’s  companion:  There  were  force 
that  brought  to  him  a  certain  man  (truck  dumb  by  the 
power  of  the  devil,  who  had  taken  pofltilion  of  him . 

33  And  Jefus  calling  out  the  devil,  the  dumb  man 
immediately  fpoke :  And  the  people  were  amazed,  lay¬ 
ing ,  Such  great  and  various  miracles  of  every  kiud  were 
never  feat  before,  even  in  the  land  of  Ifraei ;  the  things 
themfelves,  and  hi$  manner,  of  performing  them  by  his 
own  power,  am  incomparably  beyond  all  that  was  ever 
done  by  Mofes  himfelf,  or  any  of  the  ancient  prophets. 

34  But  the  Pbari/eti  were  highly  provoked  at  thefe 
miracles,  and  at  the  people’s  being  fo  affc£tcd  with 
them  ;  and,  not  being  able  to  deny  them,  they  imme¬ 
diately  fuggelted  that  he  was  a  magician,  and  not  a 
prophet  of  the  Lord ;  and  that  it  was  uot  by  any  divine 
power,  but  by  the  power  of  the  chief  of  devils,  and  by 
a  confederacy  with  him,  that  he  call  out  inferior  devils  f. 
*  35  And  as  Jefus  did  thefe  wonderful  works  in  bis 
own  city  Capernaum ;  fo  he  likewife  travelled  through 

alt 

NOTE. 

t  Whit  Chiift  fuj  now  to  iIik  horrid  Mafpliemy  <te  arc  not  10IJ  ;  but  at  «3tlicr  lime  we 
fall  find  he  dearly  refuted  if  to  thtir  tumult  ojlui.lwH,  cbjp.  xii,  *$t  tv. 

+  The 


3*  As  tftCY 
u’Cot  out*  behold, 
the/  brought  un¬ 
it  him  a  dumb 
nun  poileilol 
with  a  deYif* 

33  And  when 

the  devil  was  cult 

out,  the  dumb 

fpahe  i  and  the 

multitudes  mar- 

veiled,  laying.  It 

was  never  lo  wen 

In  tJrvl* 

■ 

34  BiiUhe  Pha- 
rifeeslahl.  He  caU- 
tih  out  the  de¬ 
vils  through  the 
prince  of  the  de¬ 
vils* 


31  And  JefiU 
vent  about  =dl  the 


ernes 
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ritie*  and  Tillages, 

teaching  in  Lfidr 
fyitagogMSj  **d 
prochm«thr 
ipcl  of  the  kwg- 

ttain,  said  tivJiug 
<vrry  fioknrfs  , 
>h4  every  ilifeife 

among  [he  pco- 

pk. 


all  the  populous  towns  and  obfeure  villages  of  Galilee 
round  about,  opening  the  feriptures  concerning  himfelf 
in  all  their  fynagogues  or  places  of  pubitjc  worlhip  where- 
ever  he  came  i  acquainting  the  people  yet  more  ami 
more  with  the  gofpel  of  his  grace,  relating  to  the  na¬ 
ture  and  defign  of  his  kingdom}  and  confirming  his 
doctrine  by  miraculous  cures  of  every  kind  of  diuem- 
pers  and  maladies  among  them ;  none  came  a  mils  to 
him  5  he  readily,  and  with  equal  eafe  and  authority, 
healed  them  all. 


3 6  Hut  wtscu 
lie  tkw  the  nntiii- 
tude$»  he  ww  mo¬ 
ved  vith  compif- 
lion  tn*  test  c>i  ; 

cd  ,  and  were 
fcatttrtd  abroad, 
as  Ihecp  taring  no 
llicplicrd. 


37  Then  faith 
he  mto  bis  difei" 
pie,  The  lurvcft 
truly  is  plenteous* 
but  the  labourers 
vc  few  : 


38  Pny  ye 
therefore  tkcLord 
of  the  tarveA , 
that  be  will  fend 
forth  labourers 
Into  hiiharecfh 


3 6  But  as  he  palled  on  from  place  to  place;  and  law 
the  vaft  crowds  that  daily  attended  his  miniftry,  his  pi* 
ty  was  moved  toward  them,  to  tiling  how  pooriy-they 
were  provided  with  flrilful  and  faithful  teachers,  that 
might  be  capable  of  inftru£ting  them;  and  of  Shewing  a 
tender  concern  for  the  good  of  their  fouls;  how  weary 
they  were  of  the  poor*  infipkl*  ufelefs,  and  burdenfome 
doctrines  of  the  feribes  and  Pharifees  ;  and  how  they 
pined  for  want  of  fpiritualfoodj  and  were  milled)  and 
expo  fed  to  danger  in  their  eternal  concerns;  like  Jolt 
Iheep  wandering  about  without  a  fhepherd  to  guide  or 
take  care  of  them.  * 

37  Thereupon  he  faid  to  his  difciplcs,  Here  is  much 
work  to  be  done,  many  fouls  to  be  gathered  in  to  me; 
and  their  crowding  with  eagfcr  delire  after  good  preach* 
ing;  is  like  a  large  field  of  com  ripe  for  the  harveft : 
But  alas !  there  isa  wantof  hands  to  gather  it  in  9  there 
are  very  few  that  are  fit  and  willing  to  exert  themfelves 
like  painful  labourers  in  this  femce. 

38  Be  ye  therefore  earned  in  your  prayers  to  the 
Lord,  to  whom  this  harved  belongs  that  he  would 
fumiih  out  many  labourers)  who  ihall  be  drilled  in  the 
word  of  righteoufnefo ;  that  he  would  ipiric  them  for 
preaching  the  gofpel;  and  that,  notwith  Handing  all 
difeoutagement  and  oppofition  from  within  and  from 
without,  he  would  incline  their  hearts  and  enable  them 
to  labour  with  all  faithfulnefs  and  diligence  in  his  work, 
and  would  crown  it  with  fncccfs* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


What  a  divine  Saviour  is  ours*  who  knows  our  feerrt  thoughts*  forgives  our 
fins,  heals  our  foul*,  And  fpeaksthem  into  obedience  tohUudl ;  who unftopa  the 
cars  of  the  deaf,  opens  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  loofesthc  tongue  of  the  dumb,  heals 
all I  manner  of  difeateq,  calls  out  devils,  and  raifes  the  dead*  with  all  the  fore* 
rciguty,  wifdom  and  grace,  the  majefty  and  authority  of  a  God !  Nothing  is  too 
hard,  nothing  too  great  and  good,  far  him  to  do;  and  the  greateft  of  tinners  are 
not  out  of  the  reach  of  his  mercy :  lie  ia  willing  to  come  near  them,  that  he  may 


NOTE. 

1  t  Lord  of  the  harreft  may  he  fitly  uoirr  flood  in  totan  Chrid  himfelf,  who,  vetiod 
In  the  hrgtMiiag  of  the  neat  chapter,  ftnt  Lfcoutcr*  into  his  tarn  ft. 
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inftrud  and  fore 'them ;  and  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  are  alike  welcome  to 
him ;  Done  that  pot  their  truft  in  him,  ever  were,  or  ever  (hall  be,  rcjc&ed  by 
bin.  The  wcakeft  faith  (hall  not  go  without  a  bleffiog  ;  and  the  jtrongcr  our 
faith  is,  the  more  it  honours  Chrift,  and  (hall  be  honoured  by  him.  How  mer¬ 
ciful  is  bis  khnfaeft  to  the  diitrefled  1  and  yet,  alas !  bow  many  are  there  that 
only  wonder  at  it ;  and  how  many  that  are  prejudiced  againft  it,  and  (ball  never 
bam  the  ptcafnre  of  beholding  bis  glory !  But  bis  true  diiclples  are  bis  wituefle*  $ 
they  believe  and  experience  it,  they  know  and  embrace  it.  And  how  afieftlonate 
is  h<a  love  to  them !  He  fuits  their  duties  to  their  drcumftances ;  his  prelenee 
with  them  is  their  joy  and  their  glory  ;  and  be  anfwers  for  them,  and  takes  their 
part,  when  they  are  not  able  to  defend  themfoives.  And  O  how  tender  is  bis 
pity  to  toft  and  peri  thing  tinners !  His  eye  is  upon  hit  lhcep,  while  they  are  (hay¬ 
ing  about  in  the  wtldemefi  ;  he  fends  Ids  word  by  his  fervants,  to  find  them  out 
and  bring  them  in,  and  would  have  us  help  them  with  our  prayers.  Here  is  a 
great  and  dear  Phyhtian  for  folds  fick  of  fin ;  and  whatever  are  our  fpiritual 
difeafes,  or  our  fpuitual  thraldom,  oor  blindnefs,  impotence,  or  captivity  under 
the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  faith  in  him  will  derive  a  cure  for  alt. 


CHAP.  X. 

ChriJPs  ummiffion  and  inftruRicnt  to  the  twelve  apafilex,  concerning 
their  Jervices  and  /offerings,  1,-39.  And  the  bleffcdnefs  iff  tbofe 
that  receive  them ,  40, — 42. 

■ tT*  *  Paraphrase. 

A-  ht  had «U-  bleffed  Lord  no  fooncr  put  his  difciples  upon 

ed  mm  him  his  ^  prayer,  bat  he  (hewed  bis  readipefs  to  anfwer.  it  j . 
cwtHe  difciplej,  and  having  called  together  twelve  of  diem,  according  to 

the  number  of  the  tribes  of  Jfrael  and  their  chiefs,  be 
feksn  ipiriii,  to  fent  them  out  to  preach  the  gofpel :  And,  for  the  con* 

firmation  of  its.  divine  original,  and  of  their  commiflion. 
ner  of  fok^*,  10  puWifh  it,  he  conferred  upon  them  authority  over  de- 
aodiUmuaaof  vils,  that,  by  faith  in  bis  name,  they  might  overthrow 
difo&.  1  t|,e  kingdom  of  thofc  impure  arid  defiling  fpirits,  and 

in  a  miraculous  manner  call  them  out  of  poflefled  per* 
Ions,  and  heal  all  forts  of  difeafes,  none  excepted, 
s  How  the  2  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve,  whom  he  chofe  to 

be  his  apofUes,  or  fpecial  meflengers  far  preaching  the 
are  ihftT The  were  tbefe,  who  are  mentioned  two  by  two, 

firft,  Stem,  who  becaufi:  they  were  fent  out  by  pairs,  {Mark  ri.  7.)  Firft, 
*  Po?’  thcrt  were  Shnon,  whom  our  Lord  had  named  Peter , 
bredur;  ‘jLws  (John  i.  42.)  and  Andrew  his  brother :  The  next  were 
ikjhri  zd«-  James  and  his  brother  John,  the  Ions  Zebedee ,  whom 
J**»  "J*  1®*“*  Jefus  called  Boanerges ,  that  is.  Sons  of  thunder,  (Mark 

hifhiwbff;  iji;17.} 

j  PUfip,  and  3  The  next  were  Philip  of  Betbfaida,  and  Barthoh - 

Thns!ii^Mn »i7l  mrw:  Tbe next,  Thomas  fu rnamed Didymvx ;  and  Mat- 
Muihcw'thc  do-  thru)  the  Publican,  who  was  alfo  called  Levi,  (Luke  v. 
Uicu  i  J«om,  27.}  The  next,  +  James  the  Ion  of  Alpbeus,  who  was 

**  called 

NOTE. 

|  the  brother  of  J&m  *u  he  whom  Hemf  kultrd  vrith  the  fwOTil.  {fftfit  niL  i.)  Jaws 

jfcr  Ufi  m  the  writer  of  the  epIlHe  that  bean  bu  suit;  of  tlx?  qjillit  oi  Jh^. 

¥ul.  I.  r.  *.  $  if  3  Some 


1  Ho*  the 
june#  of.  -  the 
tvehrt  tpoftlc* 
irt  the&:  The 
firft,  Sfaoo,  who 
if  called  Peter, 
rod  Agdtt*  hie 
brttEetj  Juki 
tbt  fit  it  Zebe- 
dUt  «»d  Jolui 

hisbnfher; 

r 

3  Philip,  tod 

BirthoLoa  ew+ 
Tbomi* ,  m  J 
Milihev  the  pfi- 
Uicaa  i  Jwcii 

tbt 
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ljed. 


Ch 


tbt  fin  of  Alphc- 
u^;  and  Jjrliiic- 
u* ,  whole  fir  - 

Dime  uif  Tliid- 

ili  ui  ; 

4  Simon  the 
Gn^nitc  ;  and 
Jiidis  Ifcurlot  , 
who  ajfii  betray - 
<t\  him . 

j  'Tilde  twdv« 
Jdiu  tent  forth, 
and  commanded 
them,  laying  Go 
not  into  the  way 
vi  the  Gcnules* 


enter  ye  not; 

tf  Jlat  £0  rather 
b>thclo[ukeptif 
the  houfc  of  ]f- 
net 


y  And  o  yt 
£«,  pn-fieh,  fay¬ 
ing  The  king¬ 
dom  of  hcivtii  is 
«t  hand* 


called  James  the  Left,  (Mark  xv.  40.);  and  Lebheus , 
wbu  was  furnamed  Thdddeust  and  was  alfo  called  Judas 
the  brother  of  James ,  (Luke  vi.  id.) 

4  And  laft  of  all  were  Simon  {  the  Canaanitey  who 
was -likewtfe  called  £ioie»  Zelsfcj,  (Luke  vi.  15.)}  and 
Judas  IJiariotf  'w ho  proved  the  traitor,  (Luke  vi.  16.) 

5  Theft  twelve  Jdiis  fent  forth  with  authority  to 
preach  the  golpel ;  and,  at  this  bis  firft  Million,  gave 
them  the  following  charge :  Do  not  offend  the  Jtwsy 
or  take  away  the  privilege  of  their  birthright,  by  going 
as  vet  into  any  Gentite  country,  nor  into  any  Samari¬ 
tan  city,  to  preach  the  gofpel  among  either  ofthofe  forts 

anil  into  /m?  dry  *0f  people. 

of  the  Samaritan,  ^  But  go,  and  make  the  firft  overtones  of  mercy  to 

the  wandering  and  per  tilting  iheep  of  „tbe  houfe  of  If- 
rael  in  the  -holy  land, 'who  are  a  people  vifibly  in  cove* 
nant  with  God,  and  fome  of  whom'  I  muff  being  back 
to  him. 

7  And,  as  ye  go  preaching  tothem,fay.  The  MelLab’s 
kingdom,  a  glorious  difpemation  of  grace  and  falvation 
through  him,  is  juft  now  ready  to  he  fet  up,  and  is 
brought  nigh  to  you  by  the  gofpeL  Let  this  be  the 
grand  fubjeft  of  your  miniftrations ;  enlarge  upon  this  4 
ahd  apply  it  in  all  your  difeourfes  to  them. 

8  And  -to  confirm  this  do&rine,  that  they  may  know 

it  to  be  from  heaven,  and  to  be  fent  with  a  merciful  de- 
fign  to  them,  make  ufe  of  my  name}  and, -by  faith 
therein,  heal  the  fick,  cleanfe  lepers,,  rails  the  dead, 
and  caff  out  devils,  as  opportnnities  and  occaGons  offer : 
And  as- ye  have  freely  received  this  cummillion,  and 
theft  powers,  from  me,  without  your  .own  colt}  fb  ye 
Hi  all  not  make  a  gain  of  them,  but  .do.  all  theft  things 
without  demanding  a  reward,  and  thereby  (hew  that-my 
gofpel  and  the  Mefluigs  of  my  kingdom  are  all  gifts  of 
free  grace.  ,  .  '  ■ 

9  And-  as  to  what  may  be  neceflkry  for  your  fubfift- 
ence  in  your  journeyings  and  in  your  work,  the  hearts 
of  fome  of  thofe  to  whom  I  fend  you  lhall  be  inclined 
to  fupply  you  with  it ;  therefore,  live  by  faith  on  God’s 

■  providence  for  daily  rcfrelhment, .  make  no  provifion  of 
gold  or  Giver,  or  any  other  money  in  your  f  piirfe,  to 
procure  it. 

10  Nei- 

NOTES. 

|  Some  foppofc  he  w  called  ihe  Cm  son-  given  to  Jinfaj  the  tnfeor :  But  ihflt  which 

trtim  Gum  of  Gciilcc  y  hot  U  Cee,  Gj*.  teems  31" probiblc  „  juty  is.  tha  it  sit  vi. 
irfies  ki  lie  zeulondv  ultytrrt  nil,.  ™  .Si  nb  thut  vtsh-i  Fkitr.  kipi  J,  L  ' _ 


a  Healthcfick, 
diMn  ft  the  lepers, 
nif«  the  iIaiI  , 
tiA  out  devils; 
freely  ye  have 
received  f.  laxly 
jive. 


m 

$  Provide  nei¬ 
ther  pild,  nor 

lltrcr,  nor  (irate, 
in  your  purfesj 


Ch.  x. 

to  Hot  fe rip 
Tor  jour  journey, 
nduurtvoauta, 

neither  Ihoet^nor 
yet  flaves ;  (for 
the  warkeian  u 
worthy  of  hu 
idcil) 


iv  And  into 
h  lutfut  vo  tiiyor 
town  ye  fhall  eti* 
ier,  inquire  who 
itk  it  ,  jft  worthy; 
and  there  abide 
till  ye  go  thence. 


I  ■ 
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it  "Neither  trouble  yourfclves  with  a  bag  to  carry 
food  from  place  to  place*  nor  with  any  other  cl  oaths, 
ftioesy  or  ftaves,  than  ihofe  that  ye  commonly  wear  and 
life;  Thefe  are  fuIGcient  for  the  (hqrt  journey  on  which 
I  now  feiid  you*  and  whatfoever  dfe  fhall  prove  need* 
ful  while  ye  are  emplojfed  in  fpiritual  work  and  labour 
for  the  good  of  'fouls,  (hall  be  cheerfully  provided  for 

Jrou,  as  it  is  fit  they  fttould;  for  the  labourer  has  a  rea¬ 
chable  claim  to  ||  all  proper  fupplieS. 

1 1  And  when  ye  go  firft  into  any  city,  towfT,  or  vil¬ 
lage,  in  which  ye  are  ftrangers,  inquire  where  ye  may 
find  perfons  of  tne  greateft  probity  and  ferious  religion, 
that  may  be  mod  likely  to  lillen  to  idy  go  f pel,  to  em¬ 
brace  it,  and  encourage  you -in  preaching  it;  and  take 
up  your  abode  at  their  houfc,  accepting  what  entertain¬ 
ment  they  give  you;  and  there  continue*  without  Shift¬ 
ing  your  quarters,  till  ye  remove  from  that  neighbour¬ 
hood  to  another 


11  And  *bcn  *  12  And  at  your  firft  entrance  into  any  houfc,  addrefs 

V  111  yourfelvcs  to  the  family  in  a  civil,  courteous,  and  reli* 

houfc,  fclutertt  **  j  -1  11-*^ 

grous  manner,  like  perfons  heartily  concerned  for  its 
happinefe  in  every  r ejpe£t»  and  cfpecially  for  its  Spiri¬ 
tual  welfare,  laying,'  Peace  be  unto  all  under  this  roof; 
and  beg  the  blefling  of  God  upon  them. 

.  *3  ^  if  *-e  13  And  if  it  prove  to  be  a  religious  family,  ready  to 

kt  your^pewc  receive  you  (as  ye  will  foon  fee  by  the  way  of  their  ta- 

comc  upon  it ;  king  your  firft  falu  ration,)  pr'each,  and  pray  over,  my  go- 

vwih  ^  foci  peace  to  them,  with  an  expe&ation  that  its  blef- 
pcace  ^rttarn^to  hnga  ftiall  come  upon  them,  or  that  I  will  fend  falva- 

tion  to  that  houfc :  But  if  they  behave  themfclves  rude¬ 
ly,  and  treat  you  ill*  do  not  caft  your  pearl  before  Twine, 
by  eipoGng  my  gofpel  to  thdr  contempt.  And  as  to  your 
prayer  for  them,  of  which  they  render  themfclves  fo  un- 
worthy*  though  it  may  be  loft  to  them,  it  ftiall  not  be 
fo  to:  you,  but  fhali  return  with  a  double  blefling  on 
your  own'  beads* ' 

14  Aod  who-  14  And  if  ye  ftiould  meet  with  any  houfc  in  particu* 
foew^Jlbil  doc  or  any  whole  city  in  general,  that  ftiall  ohitinately 

Reave  nO)  no r  I  -  .  f  -  .  1  °  r  ,  .  .  * 

•  heir  yow  wordv;*  refute  to  entertain  you  as  my  lervants,  or  to  embrace 
when  frpm  'the  do&rine  with  which  I  fend  you :  When  ye  go  out 

^*-at  houfe  oroity,  fliake  off  t  be  dull  of  your  feet  a- 

nle  d#h  of  yonr  gainft  them,  as  a-  token  of  your  abhorrence  of  their  in¬ 
fo*.  fidelity  and  hardnefs  of  heart)  and  of  your  having  no 

more  to  do  with  them;  and  as  an  intimation  that  God 

wifi. 


notes. 

likevife  nftd  W  a  fwfc,  beeatifr  it  vrcs  cu-  the  hello* of  thr jjnUe  itfelf. 

IhnnaTy  amon£  the  ancients  either  fo  fatten  (  Meat  t*  1.CIC  put  for  all  necfflarirs  of 
th.it  put  t j  Wilic  v  Utile,  or  to  lui  e  t'um  in  E‘V. 

ih*  i.  I  i  T  *,wlt 
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i  $  Verily  I  fay 

unto  wo(  It  GihU 

be  more  tolerable 
far  (he  Lu>d  c£ 
fodoro  and  Oo- 
nioitife,  in  the 
<Uy  of  jtidamcoi, 
ftwi  to  &  ei- 

*7' 


will.  In  his  righteous  judgment,  (hake  them  off  from 
his  care  and  favour  for  wilfully'  oppoGng  and  rejetting 
the  endearing  methods  of  his  grace.  (See  the  note  on 
Luke  lac.  5 .} 

15  1  ttll  you  afluredly,  that  m  the  great  day  of  ac¬ 
count,  the  punifrimcnt  of  the  people  ofrfuch  a  cityfliall 
he  frill  more  infupportably  dread!  ul,  than  that  of  the 

ancient  inhabitants  of  Scdom  and .  Gomorrah,  who,  tho* 
they  were  exceeding  wicked,  and  would  not  hearken 
to,  but  abufed,  the  angels  that. were  fent  to  them}  yet 
never  rejetted  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  immediate  mef- 
fengers}  nor  linned  againfr  fo  much  light  and  grace, 
and  wonderful  works,  and  fucb  excellent  engaging  and 
wefl-attefted  means  of  lalvarion,  as  thefc  will  be  found 
to  have  done. 


1 6  MnU,  l 

fend  you  forth  is 
fheepin  themidft 
of  wolves  :  be 
ye  therttoe  wife 
is  fcrptnUp  ukd 
htfmtdi  udoves- 


IT  Put  bevire 
of  men:  to  they 
feill  deliver  you 
up  to  the  coun¬ 
cils  ;  and  they 

*UL  ftoDrgc  you 

in  their  fyoa  * 


18  AndytfoJT 
be  brought  before 
gownonn  and 

JuQfr 


1 6  f  Behold  what  a  world  ye  arc  going  into  with  my 

gofpel  of  peace !  Tbe  longer,  ye  are  employed  in  preach* 
ing,  the  more  yc  will  find  of  its  wickednds.  I  fend 
you,  like  flieepj  meek,  harmle&t  and  unable  to  defend 
yourfelves,  among  men  that  are  furious  and  implacable 
in  their  tempers  and  dcligns/like  ravenous  wolves,  a* 
gainft  you-  l  tell  you  of  this  before-hand  for  your  cau* 
tion :  Be  ye  therefore  like  ferpents  for  vrifdom.and  pru* 
denccj  that  ye  may  not  give  any  caufdds  provocations, 
nor  lieedldsly  expofe  yourfelvesto  danger}  and  be  ye 
jnofFenGvej  fmtere  and  meek,  («*¥«*<,)  like  doves,  that 
ye  may  win  upon  fome,  and  giro  away  tbe  wrath  of  o- 
thers:  .  .  .  v 

17  But  after  all,  eipe £t  nothing  better  than  perfeeu- 
tions  from  tbe  hands  of  wicked  men;  and  do  not  trull 
yourfelvcs  with  them ; '  Fpf  how  prudently  and  inaffen- 
fively  fcever  ye  may  behave ;  yet,  through  their  enmity 
to  me  and  my  caufe,  they  will  treat'  you  as  evil-doers, 

will  bring  you  into  their  courts,  and  profecute  you 
as  criminals  there}  and  fqch  .vriH  be  cheir  furious  zeal 
againfr  you,  that  tri  their  (ynagogues  j,  or  places  of 
public  worlhip,' they  will  ftrtp-you  naked,  and  lay  yon 
under  the  lalh,  to  torment  and  expofo  you  to  open  fhame, 
as  profane  perfons  and  enemies  to-  the  law. 

18  And  befidcs  all  this,  ye  Ibali  be  brought' before 
heathen  ihagiftrates,  before  rulers  and  kings,  to  be  frill 

more 


NOTES... 

f  Mofl  of  the  tnmhlei  mentioned  in  the  fib,  and  of  the  fop  port*  and  alGAancn  they 
following  verier  were  not  to  facial  the  ipvflln  fltouU  hare  tinder  them  through  the  whom 
till  after  thev  AmU  receive  their  fceond  mil-  difchugc  of  their  office,  til.  jUuiti,  tar. 
lion,  which  wn  into  all  the  world,  to  preach  vol.  3*.  p.  a,  &c. 

the  goipel  to  every  creature;  but  at  their  Grit  ]  The  yew  held  their  courtr  of  jmlice- 

fttting  oot  in  the  fcrrieeof  Chrilt.  he  giver  tore,  thnt  both  civil  end  civlcfiailical  aCdre, 
ihrtn  a  *a*ihf»il  hint  of  a't  the  trial*  and  Ibf.  in  tliur  lynjngKi.  -  face  voL  L 

fciitjs  iti}  waste  to  Ctj-eA  for  hi*  name**  p.  ’ll. 


Ch.  x. 

k  ingp  lot  mfftfce, 
far  a  'dUmonj'  ^ 
g=rinft  tbem  and 
ibcGdiUou  ‘ 


tp  But  whan 
they  deliver  you 

up ,  uU  DO 

thought  bow  or 
vhat  y«  Adi 
fpeak  ;  fbf  it 
JIull  bcgiTOi  you 
in  that  £mc  bour 
what  M  Dull 
(pok. 


»o  For  it  u 

K>t  ye  (hat  fpe&k, 
but  the  Jpint 
of  your  Fafhcr 
whidj  fpeaktth 
iu  yuD. 


11  And  the 
brother  Htfti  do* 
linr  up  the  bro¬ 
ther  to  death,  and 
the  father  the 
fhiid  t  and  .the 
children  flwll  rife 
up  agdaft  tbor 
proms,  and  can  fo 
ilwh  to  bn  pm  to 
death* 

ii  ^nilytlhall 

be  failed  of  all 
M  for  qvy 
Dimr’tfrkc;  but 
be  that  eadoreth 
to  thrcAd,  Dull 
U  fuvoi, 


i)  Bm  tfhen 

they  pcrlrCBtcyuq 

in  this  city,  dee 
w  ima  outlier : 
tor  redly  I  fcy 

imb  you,  Y$ 

fhall  Lot  have 

gulp 
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more  capitally  panHhed  cm  account  of  your  profelfion 
of  my  name,  and  preaching  my  gofpel:  la  ail  this  yc 
lhall  be  my  witnefles,  and  your  ruffe  rings  for  my  lake 
fliall  be  a  public  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  my  doftrine, 
and  to  the.  incxcnfabie  guilt  and  juft  confulioti  both  of 
Jtytt  and  Gtntila  that  rejeft  it. 

19  But  do  not  be  dHcoiiraged  at  any  of  their  terrors : 
I  who  (end  you*  will  Hand  by  and  owir'you  ;  and  when 
ye  may  be  apprehended,  in  order  to  be  carried  before 
councils,  rulen,  and  kings,  do  not  be  anxiouOy  careful, 
or  trouble  yourfelves  with- thoughts  before- haiid,  how 
ye-lhall  manage,  or  what  ye  fliall  fay  in  your  own  de¬ 
fence  \  for  at  the  very  time  that  ye  (hall  be  arraigned 
before  your  enemies  under  tbe  heavtelt  charges,  what* 
ever  is  proper  for  you  to  lay  in  vindication  of  my  gofpel 
and  of  your  own  characters,  (hall  be  immediately  lug* 
gelled  to  you. 

20  For  ye  (hall  hot  be  left'  unto  yourfelves  to  make 
the  apology  that  may  be  neceffary  on  thole  occalions ; 
but  the  fpirit  of  your  heavenly  rather,  who  loves  ami 
takes  care  of  you,  will  infpire  you  with  fuch  wifdom 
and  courage,  and  with  fucb  propriety  ami  readinefo  of 
thought  and  expreflion,  as  none  of  vour  adveriaries  (hall 
be  able  to  gaiftfay ;  lb  that  your  pleas  (hall  be  nothing 
Ids  than  bis  (pint's  fpealdng  in  and  by  you. 

it  And  for  your  farther  trial,  ye  will  meet  with  the 
moll  unnatural  and  cruel  perfecuttons  for  my  fake  from 
your  neared  kindred  $  lb  that  even  brethren,  parents, 
and  children,  in  the  heat  of  their  mad  zeal,  will  break 
through  all  the -bonds  of  nature  and  affe&ioit  to  diftrefc 
and  deftrpy  one  another,  to  betray  their  cleared  relatives 
into  the  hands  of  the  civil  power,  and  to  accufe  and 
witnefs  again  11  them  with  inveteracy  even  to  death, 

22  Yea,  and  the  generality  of  mankind,  the  whole 
world  that  lies  in  wickednefs,  whether  they  bo  ft  ran* 
gers,  or  intimate  friends  and  acquaintance,  will  lhew 
a  malignant,  enraged,  and  irreconcileable  fpirit  a  grind 
you  for  my  lake  and  the  gofpel’s;  But  whatever  hard- 
(hips,  defamations,  imprifopments,  tortures,  or  deaths, 
any  of  you  (hail  fuffer  on  religious  accounts,  know  for 
your  encouragement,  that  wholbever  (hall  bear  then) 
with  faith,  and  patience,  and  perfeverance  to  the  end 
of  his  days,  (hail  obtain  ercrlafting'  life, 

23  However,  when  perfection  is  raifed  againft  you 
in  one  town  or  city,  if  ye  have  opportunity,  make  your 
efeape  to  another,  where  ye  may  more  fafcly  enjoy  the 
liberty  of  your  conferences,  and  of  preaching  my  go¬ 
fpel:  For  1  folemnl  y  afliire  you,  that  before  (mton)  ye 

£3  Hull 
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rv.vr  :!k'  r> 
t?LS  Hi  liKtcl,  till 

tht  Sun  in'  Ulan 

Ik  ct>mc. 


The  dlfci- 

pk  H  t^>r  dhov^ 

Ks  |  imr 

l  hr  IvTVMit  above 
hi  i  lord. 


ilia  1 1  have  finithcd  your  journey  and  tdKmcny  through 
all  the  towns  ami  cities  of  Ijrad^  the  kingdom  of  the 
Mefliith  fliall  appear  in  great  glory  j  firft  in  the  plenti¬ 
ful  eljtiflon  of  his  Spirit  for  the  propagation  of  the  go- 
fpd,  and  afterwards  in  the  deftru£tion  of  the  Jci^iJb 
nation  for  their  infidelity. 

24  And  though  ye  /hall  meet  with  all  manner  of 
tribulations  for  my  name’s  fake,  do  not  wonder  or 
ltumble  at  them  ;  for  they  are  no  more  than  I  myfelf, 
who  am  your  Lord  and  Matter,  do  and  {hull  undergo 
before  ynu :  And  finely  the  difciple  fbould  not  expect 
to  tare  better  than  his  matter,  or  the  fcrvant  than  his 
lord,  conftdering  how  much  better  and  in  per  tor  he 
every  way  to  them,  and  that  all  he  flitters  is  ready  for 
their  hikes. 


t  {  It  is  enough 
for  (he  rLiiHpiz 

IMrfl  he  luf  At  ilU 

and  dl? 

krv-inr  uji 

Ifthiiy  luvc 
r  4  led  ti;?  irufkr 
oi  tbfi  houlc  HrcU 
stcbiib,  how  much 
move  fruit  :hiy 
tAli  them  of  Ute 

lw»ufrhold : 


iff  F«v  them 

therefore :  iV»r 

then;  h  m:hiii£ 
aovcreiK  that  ikdl 
not  be  iwc^k'd  j 
and  hid,  th at  ihiil 
tout  be  kmnvu. 


*7  What  I  Ml 
voj  in  (UrkiKP^ 

t'l-'t  isieA,  yv  \  m 

■  and  tvhut 
yc  hcaim  Lliccar, 
th.it  pre  1 1\\  y  *  if  li¬ 
on  t^L-^ouic-topSi 


25  It  is  fufficient,  and  as  much  as  with  jutticc  or 
motktty  can  he  dclircd,  that  the  difciplc  .be  not  worle 
ufed  than  his  matter,  or  the  fervant  than  his  lord  ; 
Since  therefore  mine  enemies  have  not  ftuck  to  reproach 
me,  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael*  and  the  Lord  over  mine 
own  houlc,  with  the  odious  and  blafphemous  title  of 
the  chief  of  devils ;  and  finee  they  treat  me,  as  if  I 
were  the  moft  wicked  and  detcftablc  of  all  wretches, 
that  ought  to  be  perfecutcd  even  to  the  death  \  bow 
much  more  is  it  to  be  expefted,  that  they  fliould  ftig- 
matize  you  with  the  wortt  reproaches  they  can  think  of, 
bccaufe  ye  belong  to  me  \  dpecially  cotifideriug  that 
yc  arc  indeed  but  pour,  little,  contemptible  creatures, 
and  are  incident  to  many  imprudences  and  fmflil  in¬ 
firmities  that  may  give  them  an  advantage  a  gain  it 
you  ? 

26  Since  therefore  it  is  £b  rcafonable  to  expect  that 
yc,  as  my  diftiples  and  fervants,  fliould  be  partakers 
of  my  fuflerjngs  }  and  lince  all  will  end  fo  well,  when 
ye  lhali  eome  to  be  partakers  of  my  glory,  do  not  be 
terrified  by  your  adverfaries,  or  difeounged  in  your 
way  and  work  :  For  the  doctrine  which  ve  profefs  and 
preach,  and  your  integrity  therein,  (hall  tc  openly  ma- 
nt  felled,  to  my  own  and  your  honour,  in  the  progrcli 
and  fyecefs  of  my  gofpd  here,  and  more  elpccinlly  in 
the  great  revealing  day,  which  willfet  every  thing  in  a 
true  light,  hereafter. 

27  With  this  expectation  and  hope,  be  faithful  to 
your  truft;  and  whatibever  I  lay  unto  ynu  in  private, 
between  ourfclves  in  order  to  its  being  communicated 
to  others,  that  do  yc  preach  publicly,  arid  with  plain- 
lie  fa  of  fpcech  ;  and  wlmfoevcr  ye  learn  from  me,  as 
from  a  friend  who  freely  imparts  lus  mod  important 


Ch.  x. 


iB  And  fear 
ikk  them  which 
kill  the  tody*  bat 
arc  not  able  19 
kUI  the  fool :  hot 
roiher  fear  him 
which  if  able  to 
M/of  both  foul 
uid  body  ia  hdL 


*9  An  not  two 
fparrnui  fold  for 
a  farthing?  and 
one  of  them  foil 
not  fall  on  the 
'ground  without 

Father* 


jo  Rut  the  ve¬ 
ry  hain  of  yoqr 
hod  arc  ell  nytn- 
bcrcdt 
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fecrets,  or  as  from  t  your  matter  w-htfptsring  info  the 
ears  of  his  difctples  wnat  he  would  have  them  fpcak 
aloud,  that  do  ye  proclaim  abroad  in  the  molt  open 
manner* 

28  And  ■  let  not  any  things  that  the  word  and  mod 
powerful  of  men  can  do  agaixift  yon,  terrify  or  difturb 
your  minds,  flatten  your  holy  refnltition  ami  zc^l,  or. 
enfnarc  you  into  cowardice  and  fin :  For  the  utmoft  * 
that  their  rage  and  malice  can  reach  to,  is  only  to  take 
away  the  life  of  the  body,  which  would  quickly  die  of 
itfelfj  but  they  cannot  hurt,  much  left  dellroy,  the 
life  of  the  foul,  which  is  of  a  different  nature  from  the 
body,  and  does  not  pcriQi  with  it.  rrhough  they  may 
deprive  the  body  for  a  fcnfon  of  all  vital  influence  from 
the  foul,  they  cannot  deprive  the  foul  itftlf  of  its  vital 
powers,  or  putanend  to  its  fc illation,  thought,  and  ac¬ 
tion,  which  are  the  life  that  naturally  belongs  to  it ; 
And  though  they  may  feparate  the  foul  from  the  body* 
they  cannot  feparate  it  from  the  enjoyment  of  God  and 
bleffbdnefs,  which  is  properly  the  perfection  and  glory 
of  its  life;  nor  can  they  hinder  the  body’s  reviving  in  a 
better  Hate  at  the  refurre&ion  of  the.  juft.  Hut  it  is, 
above  all  things  clfe,  your  duty  and  intereft  to  have  an 
holy  awe  of  God,  and  to  be  afraid  of  offending  him, 
and  provoking  his  wrath,  who,  if  he  Qiould  prove  your 
enemy  for  your  unfaithfulnefs,  ridie-ferving,  and  difo- 
bedience,  is  able  to  plunge  both  foul  and  Body  into  e- 
verlafting  deftruftion  in  hell. 

20  And  even  as  to  the  concerns  of  the  body  and  its. 
prelent  life,  die  worft  of  your  enemies  can  go  no  fur* 
ther  than  God  fees  lit  to  fuffer  them  ;  for  his  providence 
interefts  itfelf  in,  and  overrules, 'all  affairs  relating  to 
this  world,  as  well  as  the  next:  Yc  know  the  fparrows 
arc  fuch  little,  inconfiderablc  birds,  that  two  of  then; 
are  valued  at  no  more  among  you  than  the  final)  price 
of  l  a  farthing;  and  yet  not  one  of  them  falls  to  the 
ground,  by  a  natural  or  violent  death,  without  the  pro¬ 
vidential  permilffon  and  difpofhl  of  God  your  Father* 
whofe  kingdom  rukth  over  all. 

30  But  yc  maybe  fare,  rhat  his  fpecial  Providence  ia 
(kill  more  watchful  and  tender  over  you,  as  his  de'at 
children,  and  his  fervants  employed  in  the  moft  import 
tant  work;  even  the  ftrialleft  circumftancea  relating  ta 

you 

note  s* 


+  Tto  enftomf  among  the  Jrir*  locro  to 
be  alluded  to  m  this  rate.  Their  dolors 
ufed  to  vhiiper  into  the  ear  of  a  difdpjc  what 
he  wa$  to  pronounce  aloud  to  and  u 

th^Jf  houfos  wav  low  Hid  fUt-roofed,  and 


bud  bid  dements  on  the  tops  they  foin-tfiniCi 
preached  1u  the  ]>ciiple  from  I  hence* 

)|  The  Jt-ivtfi  farthing,  like  eras,  a 
v«y  ttimll  piece  of  money  ;  but  iu 
luc  is  not  certainly  know  rv 

#  r 
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H  Fear  ye  not 
therefore,  ye  art 
of  more  value 
than  many  fpar- 


It  Whosoever 
therefore  feali 
toofel*  me  before 
men,  him  will  T 
eon/eft  «Uo  be- 
foro  my  'Father 


vou  are  taken  cognizance  of  by  him;  be  fo  accurately 
furvevs  and  oWerves  them,  a*  to  take  an  account  of  e- 
very  hair  of  your  heads,  none  of  which  can  fall  without 
his  milling  It;  and  not  one  of  them  canperifh,  or  any 
the  leaft  imaginable  mifcbfef  come  upon  you,  without 
his  knowledge  and  will. 

31  Be  not  therefore  afraid  of  what  men,  who  are  all 
under  the  government  of  God,  can  do  unto  you  :  For 
ye  are  incomparably  of  greater  worth,  in  your  heavenly 
Father’s  eftcem,  than  a  multitude  of.  fparrows ;  and 
therefore  may  depend  upon  bis  -prote&ion  and  Cafe- 
guard  in  tbe  way  qf  duty,  as  long  as  he  fees  Beil  for 
you,  or  as  be  has  any  work  to  do  by  you. 

32  This  then  is  the  true  ftate  pf  your,  cafe  for  time 
and  eternity :  And  whomever,  in  the  face  of  all  oppo- 


Z 


[{.publicly 

ilia  OWDID 


ven. 


13  Due  who* 

ioevrf  (hall  deny 
me  before  men, 
hm  will  I  *\Q> 
deny  before  my 
Father  which  u 

in  heaven. 

■ 

34  Think  not 
th^i  1  m  come  10 
fend  peace  on 

earth  ;  I  came  not 

■ 

to  feed  peace,  but 
a  fwonl. 


and  my  ways,  him  will  I  publicly  honour,  by  owning 
hich  is  ia  te-'  him  with  all  demon  ft  rations  of  my  love,  in  recitals  of 

his  faith  and  faitbfulnels  in  the  pretence  of  my  heaven* 
ly  Father,  and  of  the  whole  world  of  angels  and  men, 
to  his  eternal  joy.  - 

33  But  whofoever,  out  of  fear  or  fhame,  {ball  dif* 
claim,  renounce,  or  u6t  inconfiftendy  with  his  pro* 
feffion  of  my  name,  in  the  prefence  of  men,  him  will 
1  likewise  publicly  difown,.  and  abandon  with  abhor* 
rence,  as  none  of  mine,  in  the  pre&nce  of  my  Father 
and  of  all  the  world,  to  bis  everlafting  confufion. 

34  Do  not  imagine  that  the  debgn  of  my  coming  is 
to  fpread  outward  prolperity  and  peace  here  below,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefeot  Jruttjb  expectations  from  the 
Meffiao :  No,  my  direct  views  axe  fpirirual  and  hea¬ 
venly  :  And  though,  as  far  as  my  gofpel  is  embraced, 
it  will  promote  the  beft  of  peace  within,  and  will  dif* 
pofe  my  .difctples  to  behave  in  a  peaceable  friendly 
manner  toward  one  another,  and  toward  all  men  $  yet, 
through  the  corruption  of  nature  among  enemies  to 
its  purity  and  power,  it  will  prove  an  occafion  of  fe* 
vere  oppofftioo  and  tribulation  to  my  dilciples  on  the 
earth. 

■u 

3$,  3 6.  For  the  occafiopal  event  of  my  coming  into 
the  yrorld  will  be  fierce  contentions  about  me,  and  my 
holy  truths  and  ways,  amongft  the  ncareft  earthly 
friends  and  relations  :  $0  that  fous  and  fathers,  daugh¬ 
ters  and  mothers,  daughters-in-law  and  mothers- m* 
law,  will  be  at  the  utmoft  variance  with  each  other ; 
•  -  .  ,  and  even  the  children  and  fervants  of  a  man's  own  fa* 

»%,  who  depend  upon  him,'  and  are  provided  fr>r 

■" .  '  »* 


IX  For  l  vn 
comt  to  fet  a  oiaii 
it  variance  Again  ft 
hi$  father,  and  tht 
daughter  again  ft 
her  mother,  and 
tire  daughter- in¬ 
law  sgrtnft  her 
mothtr-in-bw. 


told* 


ihfchtr 


KibMuroimo- 
her  mm .  thib 
nc}liMt«M)r 
jf  me;  ted  be 
.hii  Iwvh  itu«  v 
iaoghier  more 
me.  If  not 
wutiby  of  me. 
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hiiev^faoufe*  and  fupported  by  lam,  will  turn  the  blttereft  enemies 

againft  him. 

37  This  will  be  indeed  a  cutting  trial :  But  when 
things  come  to  Inch  a  eriGs,  that  a  man  muft,  either 
break  with  his  neareft  and  deareft  friends  and  relations 

p  ■ 

after  the  flefh,  or  break  with  me ;  he  that  prefers  the 
favour  and  friendship  of  his  father,  mother,  fori,  or 
daughter,  to- me,  and  will  not  part  with  temporal  eo* 
dcarments  for  his  religion  and  conference,  cannot  be 
accounted,  -nor  is  worthy  to  be  owned,  as  one  of  my 
real  difei pies  }  nor  fhall  he  be  the  partaker  of  the  fpiri* 
tual  and  eternal  bleffings  that  belong  to  fuch. 

Ji8  And  whoever  he  be,  that  cannot  fubmit  to  the 
e rings  of  perfecution,  even  to  death  itfelf,  and  bear 
them  patiently,  like  one  that  carries  his  own  crofs  for 
my  fake,  when  be  is  called  to  it,  that  he  may  follow 
my  example,  do&rlnes,  and  inftitutions;  he  really  pre¬ 
fers  his  owo  eafe  and  fafety  in  this  world,  to  bis  Lnte- 
reft  hi  met  and  ednnot  be  jufUy  deemed,  nor  fhall  be 
owned,  as  a  trae  diftiple,  that  heartily  loves  me,  and 
fhall  be  glorified  with  me. 

dc  matter  therefore  is  reduced  to  this  fin- 


And  he  UMt 
taketh  poC  Ms 
cruGt  and  follow* 
Icnvcth  after  me, 

is  oat  withy  of 
me* 


30  He  that 
findcih  hb  life, 
fluit  lofr  it  i  ud 
he  that  lofctfc  hU 
life  tar  my  like, 
Itkl)  fced  it* 


gle  point*  He  who,  through 
his  fife  at  the  expence  of  his 


40  He  that  re* 

ccivcth  it* 
criveth  at;  ui] 

be  due  fottath 
me,  rttfcimb  him 

that  feat  me. 


41  He  tint  1 1- 
crivcdi  i  prophet 
in  the  tame  of  a 
pippbcr,  fluU  re- 

L  ■  ”  W _ 

(EKf 


lofe 

4T  w  ___  ___  —  ___ 

forts  of  life,  fhall  fb  me  times  be  cut  off  from  the  land  of 
the  living,  ere  be  is  aware,  by  tome  other  means  here, 
and  fhall  certainly  fall  fhoit  of  eternal  life  hereafter; 
But  he  who  ftedfaftly  adheres  to  me,  though  it  Jhould 
coft  him  his  temporal  comforts,  or  even  life  itfelf  in  this 
world,  Audi  certainly  obtain  the  true  ends  of  living, 
and  ever!  aft  ing  life  of  all  bteffednels  in  foul  and  body 
in  the  .world  to  come. 

M  J 

40  Go  forth  then  in  my  name,  and  upon'  my  errand, 
without  fear  of  your  enemies.  And  for  your  further 
comfort  and  honour,  as  weU  as  for  the  encouragement 
of  all  that  (hall  believe  in  me  through  your  word,  1  tell 
you,,  that  he  who  entertains  and  Jhcws  kindnefs  to  you, 
and  receives  the  gofpel  ye  preach,  fhall  he  efttemed  as 
(hewing  kindnefe  to  me,  and  as  receiving  me;  and  he 
who  thus  receiveth  me,  (ball  be  efteemed  as  receiving 
my  Father,  bimfelf,  by  wltofe  commilfion  I  am  come 
under  the  char&fter  of  a  Saviour;  Alt  fiiall  be  taken 
as  done  to  him  and  myfelf  j  and  we  will  regard  it  ac¬ 
cordingly. 

41  He  who  by  faith  receives  the  gofpel,  and  enter¬ 
tains  and  (hews  an  affectionate  kinduelV  to  mic  of  mr 

t 

prophets  or  raittifters  merely  as  fuch,  without  any  world¬ 
ly* 


n 
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crivc  a  prophet's 
reward ;  and  he 
that  rccdvcih  a 
righteous  man  in 
chr  mmc  of  a 
righteous  man  , 

JhaLI  iccciv«  » 
righteous  men's 
reward* 

-  4*  And  vho- 
foever  JhaLl  give 
to  drink  unto  one 

of  theft  Little  ones ' 
&  cup  of  cold  \n- 
ter  only.  in  the 
name  of  a  dUH- 
pk,  verily  l  fty 
unto  you,  Hefraft 
in  net  wife  loft 
hii  reward. 


ly,  perfonal,  private,  or  party  confulerations  to  move 
him  to  it,  (hall  have  an  abundant  bleffmg. through  hi s 
miniftry  and  prayers,  and  (hall  receive  a  proportionable 
(hare  with  him  in  his  reward  of  grace :  And  he  who 
loves  and  entertains  a  good  and  holy  man,  merely  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  religious  charafter,  mail  be  blefled  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  prayers,  and  £hall  bear  a  part  with  him  in  bfe 

eternal  reward* 

42  And  whoever  be  be  that,  in  like  manner,  from  a 
principle  of  faith  and  love,  fttall  give  the  leaft  needful 
affifbincc  or  lefreftunent,  though  it  he  but  a  cup  of  cold 
water,  to  one  of  the  weakeft  and  meanefl  of  my  difei- 
ples,  merely  becaufe  he  believes  in  me,  and  bears  my 
imago,  I  fbieroniy  afliire  you,  his  work  of  labour  and 
love  fliall  by  no  means  be  loft;  but  in  God’s  way  and 
time  he  (hall  receive  a  rich  and  gracious  reward. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  gloriottOy  confirmed  is  the  gofwl  of  Chrift  by  the  various  figns  and  won¬ 
ders  that  were  wrought  by  thofe  who  ftrlt  preached  it!  Thisgofpel  is  to  be 
published  to  all,  and  it  ftiall  not  be  in  vain ;  but  by  the  blefiing  of  Chrift  be  fa* 
vingly  received  by  feme.  What  an  encouragement  is  this  to  thofe  that  preach, 
and  thole  that  hear  it !  And  how  careful  IhoAld  we  be  to  give  it  due  entertain- 
roent  E  If  we  xejeA  it,  "it  is  taour  owa  more  terrible  perdition,  than  the  worft  of 
heathens  wilt  fufier,  that  never  heard  it ;  but  if  we  embrace  h,  it  is  to  our  own 
falvation  and  eternal  glory.  Though  the  rofaifters  of  this  gofael  are  not  to  feck 
great  things  in  this  world jfor,  or  by,  their  mmiftrafkms;  yet  their  great  Lord  and 
Matter  has  made  H  the  duty,  and  will  incline  the  hearts,  of  bis  people  to  provide 
for  them  t  And  as  it  is  their  exceeding  joy  to  be  owned  and  honoured  by  him, 
and  made  his  iaftrumcDU  of  gathering  In  loft  Iheep ;  lo  tbe  leaft  Chriftiati  aifec- 
tion  or  kindnefs  fhewn  to  any  of  his  foithfiil  fervent*  or  difeipta,  becaufe  they 
arefuch,  Hull  be  gradon  fly  accepted;  and  he  will  oimt  it,  as  if  it  were  done 
perfonalfy  to  himfetf.  Ah,  what  are  the  dearelt  friends  and  comforts  of  lifr,  if 
put  in  the  leaft  competition  with  Chrift  1  And  why  fhoald  any  reproaches  or 
troubles  we  may  meet  with  for  his  fake,  be  a  dUeotiragement  to  us ;  fince  he  has 
undergone  them  before  us,  wiJKake  care, of  m  in. the  way,  and  publicly  own  and 
recommend  ns  to  his  Father  at  the  end !  N&dle&Iy  to  expofe  ourfelves  ttr  fuftpr- 
ings,  on  Ch  rift's  account,,  is  indeed  unwarrantable  and  imprudent ;  but  to,negIeft 
any  known  duty,  or  commit  any  known  fin,  to  avohL  them,  is  apoftac;  :  It  is 
fearing  men,  who  cannot  kill  our  immortal  fpirits  together  with  our  mortal  bo¬ 
dies,  nor  affed  our  trueft  intcrefts ;  it  is  fearing  them  more  than  tbe  great  God* 
who  will  dreadfully  refent  it,  and  can  deftroy  both  foul  aftd  body  for  ever  toihriL 
But,  whatever  we  are  called  to  Trife  or  fuffcr  for  Chrift  acyl  his  caufe,  we  fliall 
never  We  by  him,  while  with  faith  and  patience,  with  mceknefs  and  holy  cou¬ 
rage,  we  commit  ourielves  to  him  that  judgeth  righteonAyand  has  all  our  awaits 
under  his  eye  and  government :  For  he  that  endures  to  the  end,  fliaU  be  Laved.. 


CHAP.  XL 

Chrift' s  difourfe  with  John  the  BaptiftV  tncJfengersj  i, — 6.  -Hu 
meny  to  Aim,  7, — 15.  Mis  reproofs  for  rej thing  both  John  arid  him- 
feff,  16,-24.  thsmkfgiving  for  tbe  revelation  of  the  gofpel  to 
/f m*%  and  bis  invitation  ofjtsmers  H  biwfef^  25, ---jo. 

Para* 
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Te  X  r. 

ASP  it  came 

to  path, 
when  Jofils  bd 
made  n)  .end-  of 
cuoinuDdinj;  hu 
twelve  fllfcipln, 
hedcparttdrhence 
to  teach  and' 
preach  in  their 
cub. 

x  Now  wjmi 
John  had  he»nt 

in  the  prifbn  the 

K'orks  of  Chrill, 
he  Tent  two  or  hi* 
diiapki, 


wH* 


Tbe  Euangelift  Matthew  paraphrnjed. 

~ _  * 

Paraphrase. 

n  JefuS  had  imiih&d  his  charge  to'  the  twelve 
apofUes,  and  fern  them  out  with  his  commifiioa 
to  preach  the  gofpel  at  different  places,  he  went  into  o- 
ther  parts,  in  order  to  his  pcrfuually  inftrufling  the 
people,  and  confirming  his  doctrine  with  miracles,  in 
feveral  of  their  cities,  where  be  met  with. many  hearers, 
1  Now  when  Jobtit  whom  Herod  had  call  into  pri- 
Jbn,  received  an  account  of  the  many  wonderful  works 
that  jefn3  wrought,  he  ordered  two  of  his  difciplcs  to 
go  to  him,  more  for  their  fatisfaction  than  his  own  $ 
though  the  long  confinement  that  he  himlelf  was  in, 
and  the- low -figure  Chuff  made  in  the  world  among 
men  of  learning  and  note,  were  great  trials  of  bis  own 
faith  about  him. 


3  Apd  Aid  fan-  3  And  they  came  to  alk  him,  Whether  he  were  (« 

to  fcim.  Art  thoa  the  promifed  and  expected  Mefiiah  that  was  to 

ro  JfS  come  for  the  redemption  of  Ijrael?  or  whether  they  were 
ii«!!kfur another,’  to  look  for  any  other  to  appear  in  that  character  be- 

fides  him  ? 

4  jcfojurfwtr-  4  In  anfwerto  this,  Jefus,  working  feveral  miracles 

them"1  Go  "wd  *“  **)e*r  prefe*1*®,  vii.  ai.)  ordered  them  to  go 

theor*  jaha  *.  back  again,  and'  tell  John  what  they  had  heard  with 
guia  tlwfe  dung,  their  own  ears,  and  feen  with  their  own  eyes,  to  prove 

aud'ix^  d°  !l*w  that  he  was  indeed  the  Cbrift,  according  to  ancient  pro¬ 
phecies  concerning  the  nature  of  the  miracles  he  was  to 
work, 'and  the  fort  of  people  he  was~ to  find  molt  fuccefs 
amongft.  {t/a.  xxxv.  5,  tf.  and  1x1.  j.) 

J.  Th*.  J?**’’*1  5  Tell  him,  fays  He,  particularly  from  me,  that  by 

'"toe*1 w»e  *he  effe&ual  working  of  my  power,  the  blind  receive 
*  .ilk,  th«  leper,  their  tight,  cripples  walk  like  other  men,  leprous  per- 
art  tlcaoi«l»  *n<f  fons  are  clean  fed,  the  deaf  hear,  the  dead  are  railed  to 

licwi  w  Jbiop!  Kfc*  an<*  poor  of  this  world,  and  the  poor  in  Ipirit, 

^nd  the  poor han  whom  die  feribts  and  Pbarifces  defpife,  (luayytxi'orrau) 
‘'j1 are  evangelized »  they  have  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation 
°  *  preached  to  them,  receive  the  gofpel,  and  are  wrought 

upon  thereby. 

6  4*4  hiet&d  (,  And  he,  and  he  alone,  is  truly  blcfled,  who,  on 

IbJr  mrt<uT<rf-  {oot  of  fuch  evidence  as  this,  is  fo  well  iatbfied  a- 
jnidcd  ur  nc.  bout  my  perfon  and  office,  that  no  prejudices  again  ft 

mC|  on  any  account  whatfoever,  («■««.£.(>  u-M  (hall  fo 
difhearten  him,  as  to  make  him  Humble  and  fail,  or  re- 
je£t  and  ditown  me. 

1  Atidwth*y  y  And  when  Joh>?%  difciplcs  were  gone  back  with 
bSn  »  &y£  this  anfwer,  (fee  the  note  on  Luie  vii.  24*)  Jefus  took 
the  mdiitibkf  that  opportunity  to  expostulate  with  the  people,  and  <0 
•.uncRtiipg John,  giyc  an  honouniblc  reffimony  concerning  him,  faying, 

oat'iotodic  wiU  When  John  preached  in  die  wilderacfs,  and  great  mul- 

d«-  tltudes 
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derfldtto  fie  ?  A 
rad  ib<itcQ  with 
the  wind  j 


*  Bur  what 
went  ye  opt  far  to 
ftc?  A  man  clo¬ 
thed  in  Jbft  rai¬ 
ment  ?  Behold  * 
they  that  'wear 
ftft  doth  log,  are 
ip  kioft  houfct. 


9  But  ■  what 
went  ye  out  Cur  to 
fet  f  A  prophet  ? 
yea,  1  Jay  onto 
and  more 

than  a  nronhet* 


io  For  thi*  Is 
ha  nf  whom  t|  is 
wriitea.  Behold, 

1  lend  any  mef- 
/«ger  before  thy 
face,  which  fluU 
prepare  thy  way 
oefbne  thee, 
n  Verily  l  Jay 
osar  you,  Am  on£ 
them  thararchorn 
of  women,  there 
hath  not  rifts  a 
sweater  than  John 
tnc  Riptii}  •  not- 

withfUnding,  )vq 

that  is  loft  in 
*he  kingdom  of 
hcar.cn,  is  great* 
or  than  be. 


tHudes  of  yon  ran  to  his  mimftry  and  baptilm,  what  did 
you  go  thither  for?  or  vhat  did  ye  expeft  to- meet  with 
there?  Did  ye  crowd  at  fuch  a  rate  to  hear  a  man  as  wa¬ 
vering  in  hia  doQrine  as  a  reed  that  is  totted  to  and  fro 
with  every  wind?  He  was  no  fuch  giddy  perfon;  but 
fteadily  per fi (led  in  one  and  the  lame  teftiraony  con¬ 
cerning  me.  Or  were  ye  like  children,  that  will  run 
abroad  merely  to  fee  the  Asking,  of  a  reed  ?  Surely  ye 
mult  have  had  iome  higher  defign  than  this. 

‘  8  out  what  was  die  defign?  or  whatdidye  look  for^ 
Did  ye  expc£t  to  fee  fome  fine  and  gay  pc  don,  arrayed 
with  pompous  andricb  apparel,  made  of  the  molt  loft 
and  delicate  materials)  to  gratify  your  curiofity ;  or  ibmc 
flattering  courtier  to.  fooche  you  up  with  fair  fpeeches  ? 
There  was  no  room  for  you  to  think  of  finding  fuch  an 
one  preaching  in  the  wildemefs  ;  for  people  of  thole  ap¬ 
pearances  and  characters  are  rather  to  he  expe&ed  at  the 
palaces  of  kings. 

9  But  what  was  it  then,  that  carried  you  in  fuch 
throngs  to  the  defert?  Was  it  the  hope  of  feeing  a  pro¬ 
phet  fent  from  God,  and  of  hearing  what  he  bad  to  fay 
to  you  ?  This  is  what  ye  entainly  thought  of ;  And  1  tell 

you  it  was  indeed  a  prophet  that  ye  faw  and  heard,  and 
one  greater  than  all-the  prophets  that  were  before  him; 
for  be  fpake  of  me  as  juft  ready  to  appear  among  you ; 
Yea,  be  was  .more  than  a  prophet,  who  only  tolls 
things  to  come;  for  he  punted  me  oat  unto  you,  as 
the  Mefliah  already  come; -and  called  yon  to  believe  in 

me,  and  receive  the  gofpel,  which!  now  preach  to  you* 

10  For-  he  was  that  very  perfon  of  whom  God  fpake 
as  my  forerunner,  in  the  prophet  Malacki,  (chap.  iii.  i .} 
laying,  Beheld  1 find  wjr  meffenger,  whole  fpedal  office  it 
is,  like  a  harbinger,  to  go  \\id  krfort  thee;  and  who,  by 
bis  miniftry  and  baptiftn,-  (hall  f  give  notice  of  thy  co¬ 
ming,  and  cal)  the  people  to  believe  in  thee. 

n  X  folemnly  attire  you,  that  of  all  the  children  of 
men  before,  there  never  appeared  any  prophet  fuperior, 
no,  nor  equal  to  Jdm  the  Baptift,  with  rcfpe&  to  the 
dear  difcovcric?  God  made  of  the  Meffiah  to  him,  and 
his  dired  preaching  and  pointing  him  out  to  others; 
And  yet  the  mean  eft  gofpel- mintfter  In  my  kingdom, 

which,  as  be  told  you,  lam  come  to  let  up  in  the  world, 

■  - '  {hall 

N  a  T  £. 


t  *n  -WfJSfrAI,  God  the  Father,  fpotkiog 
to  the  church  concerning  Chrift’f  ftwnwt* 
nu\  He  Jbrttl  prepart  the  wot  bcfwt 

or  hvt'oiT  m y  ;  But  here  it  \*  quoted  in 

the  form  of  his  fpeaMng  to  CbrHl;  uud  fa  it 
it  my  -rpetiep^tr  before  fact*  who  ffcall 


m  j 

prepare  tbj  Wny  before  *•  Which  mikes 
the  fame  «y  to  be  called  Cbrift’s  way  here, 
and  God**  way' there  ;  and  fliewfl  ibafrhcla 

mic  God  wiiH  the  Father.  Bcc  ration 

ftWiUr*- 


Cb.xL 
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(ball  excel  John  bimfelfj  his  office  is  ftili  more  honou¬ 
rable,  .and  be  Ihall  have  (till  brighter  difeoveries  of  me, 
and  (hall  be  able  to  preach  more  of  my  obedience  and 
fufferings,  grace  and  glory,  and  of  tbe  fpiritual  nature 
and  deGgn  of  my  kingdom,  than  John ;  Yea,  the  lead 
true  believer  in  the  gofpel-church  (hall  have"  farther 
light  inti)  thefe  things,  than  be. 

it  And  from  13  John  the  Baptifi  alarmed  the  people  with  repre- 
thc  diysof  John  fentadoni  of  tbeir  guilt  and  danger,  and  told  them  of 

JJlrfSSr  uIlS  mT  “ppearing  ».  awaT  'Mr'  fins,  ( John  u  29.) ; 

dom  of  tmn  and  from  the  beginning  of  his  minifby  onward  to  this 
fdrcrcdivntaa,  day,  there  have  been  mighty  (linings  among  them: 
Si  Great  multitudes  are  crowding  to  hear  the  gofpel,  and 

many  of  them  are  feeking.  after  falvatton  with  as  much 
earneftnefe  and  vehemence  a9  if  they  were  ftorming  a 
town;  yea,  publicans,  snl  tbe  word  of  tinners,  whom 
the  Jerries  and  Pbarifeet  look  upon  as  intruders  that 
have  no  right  to  the  blefGngs  of  the  Meffiah’s  kingdom, 
even  thefe  are  prefling  with  eager  dcGre  after  its  holy 
and  gracious  doctrines,  and  take  its  bleffings,  as  it  were 
by  force,  away  from  thofe  that  defpife  and  envy  them. 

1 3^ °r  dl  dw  13.  Far  all  the  prophets,  and  the  ceremonial  law,  ret 

bv^praphdkd  prefented  my  coming,  and  the  bleffings  of  my  kingdom, 
Kuril  jrfu.  as  future  and  diftant  things,  till  John  arofe,  who  fpake 

of  them  as  already  introduced,  and  as  juft  coming  on 
in  all  their  glory ;  and  fo  they  are  now  regarded  and 
treated  like  things  prefent,  which  ufe  to  make  the  flrong- 
eft  impreffion. 

n  And  if  ye  14  And  if  ye  can  bear  to  hear  the  truth,  and  find  in 
*i|1  ™*h*.  ?  *  your  hearts  to  believe  it,  I  tell  you  plainly,  that  this 
w f» »coaL  J°ha  is  the  very  perfon  propheGed  of,  as  the  Meffiah’s 

forerunner,  under  the  character  of  Elias  s  in  as  muc  h 
as  he  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  that  famous  pro¬ 
phet,  to  prepare  the  way  for  my  appearing  immediately 
after  him.. 


ij  fbthattntfc 

tm  to  Infer,  itft 

him  hear* 

id  Eid  where- 
unto  It  1  likoi 
thi$  gciicmion  ? 
It  is  like  pritt> 
chiUpcB  fitting  la 
the  markets,  uxL 
tilling  unco  tMr 
fellow*, 

17  AaA  flyings 
We  Iuyc  piped 
unto  you,  usd  « 
h  vt*  not  danced  ; 
we  hurt  mourn¬ 
ed 


1  j  Whoever  is  capable  of  hearing,  and  detirous  of  be¬ 
ing  inftrudted,  lee  him  ferioully  confdcr  the  truth  and 
importance  of  what  l- fay. 

id,  17.  But  as  to  the  generality  of  people,  and  efpe- 
cially  the  fc rites  and  PbariJSe<st  in  this  perverfe  and  ca¬ 
villing  age,  what  parable  can  be  thought  of  that  (hall 
fet  them  out  as  they  deferve  ?  They  are  fo  captious  and 
untiadahle,  asto.be  juft  like  a  parcel  of  morofe  and 
fullen  children,  whom  their  companions  would  gee 
to  play  with  them  in  the  market  or  other  public  places; 
but  whatever  they  do  to  pleufe  and  engage  them,  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  by  mimicking  a  wedding,  or  the  like,  with 
mufic  and  dancing,  or  a  funeral  with  mournful  Jongs 

and 
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cd  unto  yon,  and 
ye  have  not  la- 
lucnuiL 


18  For  John 
came  neither  cat¬ 
ting  nor  drink¬ 
ing  ;  anil  tlicy 
Ay,  He  hath  a 
devil. 


’  ip  The  Son  of 
irum  came  earing 
and  driuMng  ; 
and  they  Ay,  Ua- 
hold  a  man  gtnt~ 

toitnu*  y  iad  a 

nine  -  bibber*  a 
friend  of  pnbli- 
cuu  uul  ftniwn. 
(tut  wirdom  » 
jollified  of  her 
children. 


Chi  xit 

and  other  Ggiis  of  forrow,  they' are  lb  ill-natured  and 
obftinate  as  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  join  with  them: 
liven  To  the  people  of  this  day  will  not  be  engaged  by 
any  manner  of  addrefs  that  is  made  to  them;  but  fet 
thcmlelves  a  gain  ft  both  my  forerunner  and  me,  as  if  we 
were  to  be  no  more  regarded  than  ouldrcn  that  only  act 
a  part. 

1 8  For  Job n  the  Baptifi  came  to  preach  to  them,  and 
recommend  his  dodrine  of  humiliation  and  repentance, 
by  a  fevere,  folitary,  andabflemious  life,  with  fading 
and  felf-denial;  and  they,  inftead  of  mourning  with 
him  for  their  fins,  perverfely  faid  of  hrqi.  He  is  att  un- 
fbcubte  melancholy  man,  poflelled  of  the  deviL 

19  On  the  other  band,  I,  the  Mefliah,  am  come  to 
preach  to  them  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  and  recom¬ 
mend  my  doctrine  by  a  free  and  friendly  way  of  con- 
verfation,  ufing  the  innocent  'refrefhments  of  nature, 
treating  all  forts  of  perfons  with  affability,  and  conde- 
feending  ro  eonverfe  with  the  worft  of  finners  for  their 
fpi ritual  good ;  and  immediatey  they  as  perverfely  cry 
out,  Nee  what  a  glutton  and  tipler  this  is,  a  boon  com¬ 
panion  for  the  viieft  and  moft  luxurious  men  I  But  after; 
all  that  malice  and  envy  can  fugged,  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  the  doQrines  we  preach,  together  with  the  wifdo'm 
of  both  tbefe  methods  of  publifhing  and  recommending 
it,  and  the  wifdom  of  receiving  it;  yea,  and  the  Mef¬ 
liah  himfelf,  in  whom  are  hid  ail  the  treasures  <f  wifdom 
and  knowledge ;  are  fully  approved  of,  witnefled  to,  and 
vindicated  in  the  thoughts  of  them  who  know  me  and 
the  grace  of  God  in  trnth,  and  even  by  the  great  eft  of 
finners,  who,  being  brought  to  believe  in  me,  are  made 
wife  to  falvatiou,  and  receive  power  to  become  the  Tons 
of  God.  ..(See  the  note  on  Luke  vii.  35.) 

ao  On  this  occaGon,  Jefus  entered  upon  a  dtfcourfe, 
wherein  he  (harply  reproved  and  threatened  the  people 
of  thofe  cities  for  weir  wilfulobftinacy  and  perverfenefe, 
among- whom  he  bad  wrought  the  great  eft  number  of 
lignal  miraeles  to  confirm  his  million  and  doctrine,  be- 
caufe  they  ftill  perilled  in  their,  impenitence  and  hard- 
liefs  of  heart. 

.  ■  _ 

21  Anil  particularly  he  denounced  the  wrath  of  God 
again  ft  fume  cities  by  name,  for  their  infidelity,  faying, 
Wo  to  you,  the  inhabitants  of f Ci&r&zin  and  B&bfbidd! 
for  if  the  fjme  miracles,  and  other  means  of  etraviftion, 
which  ye  have  enjoyedrJiad  been  bellowed  even  on  that 

wicked 

n  o  t  te. 

f  Cbcrazbt  and  B^thfasda  were  town*  or  tiiicf  in  G*5hcy  im  far  from  C-tpcrufmm.  And 
whar  {Thrift*  about  other  pcnpl?  repenting  liioncr  ih;in  ihde,  fronts  to  be  ipoken  by  him 
«  d  c-.iui,  upoc  the  jfwgmctit  uf  iii^U  piofribilfcyj  accordUig  U  the  appciiAHttl  of  thliigs. 


rio  TJion  bc- 
gan  he  to  upbraid 
iJ*  citin.wberem 
rooftof  hi*  migh¬ 
ty  works  were 
<lonc,bct«u&  they 
itpepied  rwt* 


a  1  Wo  unto 
thee,  Chomin  ! 

wo  qd)o  thcc  t 
Beth  AVIa !  for  if 
the  mighty  works 
which  were  Hn « 
in  you,  had  been 

iluftc 


4 

Ch,  xj. 

doM-uiTyic  tod 

SidoE^tbcyvould 

have  repentrd 
lung  igo  ia  faekr 
dou  and  aAct. 


it  Gut  I  fay 

unto  you.  It  Hull 
be  mm  toloabk 
for  Tyre  and  SI* 

do  n  al  cher  day  of 
ludgmaftt^  than 
lor  yopi 

1 3  And  thou, 
Capernaum  , 
whach  art  «cah<d 
unto  heavtnf  Quit 
Ik  brought  down 
to  hdl:  for  if 

the  mighty  worts 

which  have  been 
done  in  thee,  had 
been  done  in  So* 
dam,  it  would 
have  remained 
until  this  tar* 


a 


*4  Bat  I  fay 
unto  you,  that  it 
thall  k  more  to¬ 
lerable  for  the 
laud  of  Sodom  in 
the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment.  than  for 
thee, 

%5  Af  that  time 
Jdin  ;iar*tr  - 
cd  and  Aid  , 
1  thaiifc  thee,  O 
F  athert  Load  nf 
hmnp  and  earth, 
heeattfe  thou  ha& 
hid  ihcfe  thing* 
from  the  wile  and 
prudent/ and  hall 

rcvedpdthcmuQ* 
to  bab*. 


i(  Even  fa, 
father  5 


■  ■  ■  j 

The  EvangtBft Matthew  paraphrafed.  7$ 

wicked  people  of  Tyre  and  Sidan,  again  ft  whom  dread¬ 
ful  definition  was  denounced  by  the  prophets,  {I/a. 

xxiii.and  Exek.'  xxyi.  and  xxvii.  lod  nviii.)  there  is 
ground  to  believe  that  they,  like  the  Ninevites,  would, 
in  much  lets  time  than  has  been  afforded  to  you,  have 
turned  from  their  evil  ways,  andin  token  of  their  re¬ 
pentance  have  covered  themfelyes  with  fackclotb  and 
alhes,  to  prevent  the  ruin  that  came  upon  them. 

31  But,  as'yb  have  finned  againft  greater  light  and 
mercies,  and  greater  means  of  conviction,,  than  they  ; 
1  affine  you  the  puniihment  of  the  profligate  heathens 
of  Tyre  and  Sidan  fhall  not  be  lb  heavy*  and  fevere  as 
yours,  in  the  day  of  God's  righteous  judgment. 

13-  And  as  for  thee,  O  Capernaum^  who  art  a  great 
and  -flourilhing  city,  and  haft  been  -honoured  with  my 
chief  reGdeuce,  preaching,  and  miracles ;  and  fo  halt 
been  carried  up,  as  it  were,,  in  outward  privileges,  to 
the  very  gates  of  heaven  ;  .Thou,  for  thy  horrible  abttfe 
of  them,  (halt  he  Gripped  of  all;  thou  Jbalt  be  brought 
to  utter  defolatioh,  and  thy  people  Ihall  be  thrown 
down  to  the '  loweft  hell :  For  if  the  wonderful  things 
that  your  inhabitants  have  been  favoured  with,  had 
been  done  among  the  Sodnmitei  themfelves,  there  is  the 
greareft  moral  reafoa  to  apprehend,  that,  vile  as  they 
were,  they  might  have  been  brought  to  fiich  a  refor¬ 
mation  and  repentance  as  would  have  prevented  their 
.  deiiruftion  by  immediate  vengeance  from  heaven,  and 
that  their  city  might  have  continued  to  this  very  day. 

..  24  But,  as  the  aggravations  of  your  iniquities  are  lb 
much  greater  than  theirs,  becaufe  ye  have  obftiuatdy 
finned  againft  more  evident,  endearing,  and  repeated- 
means  of  light  and  grace ;  la  flu  re  you  the  pumihmem, 
even  of  the  people  of  Sodom  itfolf,  lliall  not  be  fo  great 
in  the  final  judgment  as  yours. 

25  As  foon  as  Jefus  had  fpoke  tbefe  awful  things  a- 
-gaiaft  the  people  of  rhofe.cities,  he,  with  relation  there¬ 
unto,  comforted  himfelf  with  the  thoughts  that  there 
were  nevertheless  fome  who  were  acquainted  with  the 
gofpcl  to  their  own  falvatiou ;  and  raid,  1  thank  thee, 
O  my  Father,  who  art  the  fovereign  -proprietor  and 
difpofer  of  all  bleflings  in  heaven  and  eaith,  that  while 
thou  haft  not  been  pjeafed  to  difeover  the  good  things 
of  the  gofpel,  fo  as  to  render  them  cffeftual,  to  men 
of  charauer  for  learning  and  worldly  policy,  it  has 
pleated  thee  to  make  them  fiivingiy  known  to  others  of 
low  figure  for  natural  parts,  fiigactty,  and  human  ac- 
conipliftiments. 

a 6  Even  iu  this,  manner,  O  Father,  thou  difpenfrft 


fio 


Fathtf;  for  fo  it 
leaned  good  in 
thj  £gbt. 


mt  All  things 

fee  delivered  on¬ 
to  me  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther  t  sod  no  m» 
bu«edi  the'Son 
but  lb*  Fatfi«r ; 

noth Xiw^etb 

tif}'  man  tike  P*- 

ihcr,  five  the  Son, 
Utd  Ac  U>  *llMh 

locm  theSonwiU 
cereal  Sift. 


Come  unto 
all  ye  that 
labour.  ijhI  ort 

heavy  bdeo,  and 

I  vul  give  you 
icd 


Take  my 
yoke  upon  you, 
vod  learn  of  me ; 
fo  J  oiu  meek 
'  anil  lovly  in 
'btttti  audye  flu  11 

ArfltA  unto  your 
Aul*. 


y9  For  my 
yoke  b  nfV,  end 
n^burloi  u 


Cfa.xi. 

the  riches  of  thy  mercy,  and  I  beartthr  approve  of  and 

acquiefce  in  it ;  for  fo  thy  wife,  and  holy  pleafure  fees 

heft  to  order  U,  that  thou  mayeft  appear  like  a  fivwreign 
in  bellowing  -  thy  free  favours,,  ana  mayeft  the  Wore  e- 
vidently  fecure  to  thyfelf  -die  entire  glory  of  them  all. 
'  37  According  to- this  defign  of  grace,  our  Lord  fur- 
ther  added,  All  perfons  and  things,  relating  to  falva- 
tion,  -are  committed  by.  my  .Father  to  me,  as  Mediator, 
that  they*  may-  be  undermy  tmconrroulable  manage¬ 
ment  and  difpqfie';  add  we-tnoroughly  underibod  one 
another,  like  perfona  that  bare.- a  mutual  conlci  e  ttfiiefc 
cif  each  other’s  defigos.  '  None  knows  wboorvtbat  the 
San  is,  and  what  is  the  truft  committed  to  trim,  blit  the 
Father;  neither. does  any  one  know  who  or  what  the 
Father  is,  and  what  are  his  counfelff  and  will  relating  to 
this  truftf- but  the  Son,  and  .they  to  whom  he  by  his 
word  and  fpirit  (hall  di (cover  than* 

38  Then  taming  to  the  people,  hefaid,  Whofoever 

therefore  amongjott  is  weary  of  fin-,  and  ready  to  fink 

under  an  affe£ting  fed&  of  its  .guilt  and  power,  or  is 
weary  of  the  buraenfome'rites  jand  eaemonies  of  the 
law,  and  impofitions  of  the  jcribti  and  Vhanftet  j  and 
whomever  of  you  is  tired  with  Vainly  faking,  after  par* 
don  and  acceptancewith  God,  and  peace  to  your  own 
fools,  by  the  works  of  the  4aw ;  f  come  fay  faith  to  me 
for  all  falvatkni,  depending  entirely  on  me  for  every 
fpiritnal  bleflmg  that  ye  heed,  and  I  will  give,  you-  office* 
tual  relief.  . 

.sp  Submit  cbearfjilly  to  tfagt  yoke,-of.obedience,  which 
I,  to  fet  you  an  example,' as  well  as  to.anfwer  ftill  high¬ 
er  ends,  have. taken- upon  ntyfclf ;  and  yield  yourfdves 
up  to  me,  as  my  difdples ;  to  be  taught  and  govened 
fay  me;  for  I  am  gracious,  ‘gentle,  afad  condefcendiog; 
and  under  my  inifaru£t£on  sod  influence  ye  fhall  find  re- 
frefhmerit  and  fatiafaftinn  to  your  {puls. 

■  30  For  my  femoe  is  perfcO  freedom,  and  my  com* 

mantis  are  not  grievous;  but- -ail  osy.-wajv  are  ways  of 
pleafantnefsi'and  all  my  paths  peace  5  and  1  wilflay  no 
mot?  hardens  upon  ©ydHciples  than  they  (hall  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  bear. 

RECOL- 

T  E-  „  .  .  .  ,  .. 

meaning  iA  thb'  jutrifc,  he  at  other  tine*  u- 
JU  k  ts  ty&Q&f  of  the  fame  imp tott'wm 
f  irahr  co  fat.  ptuBriftooufly  puttgi*  om  for 
theother*  Agfauul  again,  JataTfS  JJ*  s<5( 


N  O 

f  This  coming  to  anrfl  needs  figni- 
fy  more  than  a  mre.^orporat  or  local  coming 
to  heir  him  jvttdk}  for  tlm  the  pertim  he 
{poke  to  were  already  come  in  him,  and  m- 


muamble  mukitata  mine in  that- manner  40*  44 »4f>  47a  $4i  tfj,  and  j7,  jfcf 

*ttbont  any  tiding  advantage  to  thcib&fas  1-'  $&■  Auditor  he  was  gone  to  bewen,  the 
But  our  Lord  fbeukt  of  fuck  comioe,  u  ,aprflff;rf«d-;ttysj!er ubrafes  of  Vfiwaf  to  himw 
fimlJ  certainly  jfliie  ip  a  Ipintu*]  rejff  which  end  Wrevr**  «  fa»*as  eqiuvaliiiiL  Us  ms 
he  would  jivf,  and  tbeyffodd  to  thtir'  i  FfL  ?  j,  ^  tf/ 7* 

fi*Ut  (ver.  ip*)  Accordingly, tocxphipiiii 


■ 

Ch.  xu.  Tbe  EvangcKJl  Matthew  faraphrafed.  dt 

J 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Thrift  wilt  honour  them  that  honour  him;  but  they  that  liehtly  efttem  him 
ftull  be  defpifrd.  A  bumble,  though  doubting  faith*  ihall  be  latftficd;  but  wil- 
fu)  nbfttoacy  Ihall  be  confounded.  How  dreadful  and  dangerous  is  it  to  fin  a* 
gainft  gofpd  tight  and  grace,  to  rejed  ail  means  of  conviction,  to  (tumble  at 
thrift,  to  be  prejudiced  againft  him,  and  to  cait  reproaches  upon  him  and  bis 
frrvints  1  He  will  pour  righteous  .contempt  upon  fucb  Goners  ;  he  win  one  day 
call  them  to  a  Arid  account  for  all  their  impenitence,  and  ahufes  of  the  means  of 
grace ;  and  heavier  vengeance  fhaft  fell  on  them,  than  on  the  moft  notorious  fin- 
iwn  that  never  heard  of  the  gofpel*  But  how  happy  and  encouraging  is  h,  ro 
fee  fouls  pr effing  in  good  earueft  after  Thrift  and  falvatton  1  How  fovereign  and 
diftinguifmng  is  the  grace  that  gives  fucb  a  happy  turn  to  their  minds  and  hearts, 
whilft  others  are  left  toperifti  in  the  way  of  their  own  chuting  \  How  dors  our 
Mefted  <Lord  rejoice  over  them  1  What  fulinefs  of  pirwe*r  has  he  in  his  hands  to 
five  them!  And  how  kind  and  compafEonate  is  hetofuch  of  them  as  are  weary, 
wounded,  and  troubled  m  fpirit!  How  tenderly  does  he  invite  them  to  himfdf! 
how  Tweedy  encourage  their  faith  in  him  1  how  fully  alfurr  them  of  all  felvatkm 
in  their  coming  to  him!  and  how  pleaCmt  will  he  make  bis  fervicc,  and  how 
e:ify  his  croft;  unto  them,  till  they  {hall  receive  the  crown  of  glory,  that  fades 
nut  away ! 


SK 


W 


9S 


K 


CHAP.  X1L 

Chrtji  vindicates  bis  di/dp  Us  plucking  and  eating  ccrrtj  and  bis  vwt$ 
healing  a  withered  bandy  on  the  jahbatb-day^  I, — 21.  His  healing 
a  poffejfed  man  that  was  dumb  and  bltnd^  and  anfwering  the  bla/p&e* 
mous  cavils  <jf  the  feribes  ow/Pharifees  againjl  if,  22* — 37,  His 
reply  to  their  demand  of  a  Jign  frem  heaven^  38* — 45,  And  his  great 
affeftkn  to  his  difcipUs^  46, — 50. 

Paraphrase, 

/"\N  a  certain  fabbath  about  this  time,  {Lttkeyu  j. 
^  fee  the  note  there,)  Jefus  was  palling  to  or  from 
fome  fyoagogue*  with  his  difriples,  through  a  corn* 
field;  and  they  being  hungry,  took  the  liberty  which 
the  law  allowed  them,  {Dcut*  xiiiL  25*}  to  pluck  fome 
of  the  ears ;  and  rubbing  out  the  com  with  their  haftds, 
began  to  eat  it. 

2  But  as  Jood  as  the  malicious  cavilling  Phartjttt 
obferved  this,  they  were  offended  at  it,  not  as  an  aft 
of  any  injuflicc,  but  as  a  violation  of  the  fab  bath  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  traditions ;  and  they  faid  to  Jefus,  See 
what  a  Gnful  liberty  your  difciplcs  take  in  breaking  jhe 
fabbarbi  and  you  fulFcr  them  to  do  it  without  reproof. 

3,  4.  But  he  anfwered  them.  What  room  is  there  for 
obje&ing  again  ft  this  as  a  violation  of  the  fabbath,  lince 
the  law  of  nature  requires  that  hunger  be  funded;  and 
there  are  inihmees  on  record,  which  {hew,  fhat  ritual 
circuinfbnccs,  and  much  :nurc  your  (Irainc;  interpre¬ 
tations  of  them*  are  no:  to  interfere  v/;A  nsuetTiry 

%  V  work*  i 


Tut 

AT  that  time 
Jtfiis  went 
on  ihc  ftbbalh- 
day,  through  the 
com  ;  and  bU 

dilciplu  wltc  ui- 

hundred,  and  bc- 
g in  to  pluck  the 
ears  of  tan,  and 
to  cat. 

1  fine  when  the 
Phari&ts  faw  if, 
they  fwd  onto 

him*  Behold,  thy 

liiitip-cs  do  that 
which  is  not  law¬ 
ful  to  .do  upon 
the  fab  bath ‘day. 

3  But  he  Cud 
unto  them,  Have 
«  not  read  what 
jbarid  did  when 
he  was  ao-bnn- 
yred  *  and  they 
t:ut  Tfccit  with 
him  1 

VO  L.  1. 


ffz  Tlx  Evangelifl  Matthew  parapbrafti. 

4  Hw  beta- 


Ch.m 


111  to  the 

did  thv  4ieur- 
bread,  which  it 
v.  as  nat  lawful  far 
him  to  cm,  nei¬ 
ther  for  them 
which  were  with 
Kim,  hut  only  for 
the  jiridh  l 


5  Or  hm  ye 
not  read  in  the 
how  that  on 
|lir  iiiol>ath-tLlv> 
the  pmih  tit  the 
temple  profane 
the  fatifouli,  and 
sreMamdefi  ? 


6  tint  l  fifuti- 
tofOUf  thaimthii 
pLet  u  M  great¬ 
er  than  the  ton* 
l>k 


y  Buiif  ythad 
known  what  this 
meancdi,  1  wilt 
have  merry  and 
out  fieri  ficr,  ye 
would  not  have 
eopdem  mtd  the 

guJUJeft. 


t  For  the  Son 

titan  is  Lord  even 
of  the  fabbah- 
day, 


works?  Have  ye  never  read  the  account  of  what  David 
and  his  company  did*  when  they  were  hungry  ?  ( i  Sam, 
xxi.  6 .}  Do  not  ye  know  that  he  went  to  the  prieft  in 
the  tabernacle,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  ii.  16.)  and  took 
of  the  confecrated  ihew- bread,  which  i vas  mtft  h&ly  to 
Aarm  and  his  fins?  (Lev.  xxiv.  9.)  And  though  in  or¬ 
dinary  cafes,  and  without  neceffiey,  it  was  not  lawful 
for  any  hut  the  priefts  to  eat  of  that  hallowed  bread  ; 

yet  David}  and  they  that  were  with  him*  eat  of  it  to 
refreih  themfelves,  ami  were  not  to  blame  ;  nor  have  ye 
ever  condemned  them  for  it.  Why  then  do  ye  find 
fault  with  my  difeipies  for  doing  fo  fmall  a  thing,  as 
plucking  and  eating  a  few  cars  of  corn*  to  fotisfy  tbeir 

hunger,  on  the  iabbath-rfay? 

5  Or  have  yc  not  read  what  the  law  of  Mofis  itfclf 
enjoins,  with  rcfpe£l  to  fome  iervile  works  on  the  fab* 
bath-days,  as  particularly  that  then  the  piiefts  are  very 
hufy  in  killing,  flaying,  and  doing  all  things  requifite 
about  the  ficrifices  in  the  temple,  which,  by  your  way 
of  arguing,  is  profaning  tbe  fabbatb,  and  in  other  cates 
would  be  fo  ?  and  yet  they  were  not  chargeable  with  any 
fault;  nor  do  ye  pretend  to  blame  them  for  it* 

6  Now  (Jt)  if  their  being  employed  in  temple-femce 
juftifted  thofe  fertile  labours  on  the  fabbath-days }  my 
difeipies  attendance  on  me  and  my  fervice,  wilt  much 
more  juftify  them  in  this  Idler  labour,  which  is  nccef- 
fary  to  their  fupport.  And  1  tell  you,  that  I,  whofe 
work  they  are  hereby  the  more  capable  of  performing 
on  this  fabbnth,  am  much  greater  in  dignity  and  holi* 
tic  fa  than  the  temple,  as  all  the  fulncfs  of  the  Godhead 
and  the  fuu£Hfying  Spirit  without  meafnre  dwell  in  me. 

7  But  furthermore,  as  to  the  fir  ft  of  thefe  in  fiances  ; 
if  the  law  of  charity  vindicated  David  and  his  follow¬ 
ers,  fait  does  my  difeipies:  And  had  ye  but  truly  un- 
derftood  amt  con  fide  red  the  meaning  of  what  God  fays 

vi,  6*)  about  his  preferring  a£b  of  mercy  to  cere¬ 
monial  observances  when  they  interfere  with  one  ano¬ 
ther;  ye  would  not  have  been  fo  ready  to  reproach  and 
cenfure  my  difeipies,  as  guilty  of  any  crime  by  fatiafying 
their  hunger  m  this  way,  rather  than  ftriCUy  obferving 
your  ceremonies  and  rigorous  traditions  about  the  fob- 
bath  beyond  what  God  himfdf  has  commanded. 

S  And  as  to  the  other  inftance  of  the  prteftr  fertile 
labour;  if  the  command  of  God,  who  has  a  right  to  or¬ 
der  what  works  he  pleafes  to  be  done  on  the  fabbatb, 
acquitted  them  from  tbe  charge  of  breaking  k;  fo  my 
difeipies  plucking  and  eating  a  little  com  in  my  pro 
fence*  and  by  my  allowance,  is  a  fufficient  vindication 

of 


Ch.  xu* 


9  Aod  vhen 
he  ivw  departed, 
thcticc,  \yt  vrcat 
irrro  their  iyoa* 

10  And  be¬ 
hold,  (here  va*  a 
man  which  had 
his  hand  wuher- 
ed  And  ibqr 
ifted  him,  Hy¬ 
ing,  T $  k  Uwfoi 
to  heal  on  the  fab- 
bafh-dxya :  that 

they  might  accede 

him. 


n  And  Kefs  id 
unto  the qo,  What 
mu  Ibdl  there 
be  amon^  yoo* 
that  Audi  Jtm  one 
Ihtcp,  and  if  It 
fall  into  a  pit  on 
the  &bbatb*day, 
will  be  not  ky 
hold  on  k»  and 
hft  k  out  ? 

ii  How  much 
then  is  a  man  bet¬ 
ter  than  a  IHeep  l 
wherefore  it  U 
bvfiil  Lo  do  well 
on  tbt  fabhith* 
dayt. 

i3  Then  kith 
he  to  the  nun, 
Sirerdi  fifth 
tblae  hand  i  and 

he  ftictehed  if 
forth;  iqdifmi 
rctlorcd  whole , 
like  as  the  other. 
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of  them :  For  the  Mrffiah  has  a  divine  right}  as  Lord  of 
(be  fabbath,  to  order  what  he  judges  mod  proper  to  be 
done,  in  fubfervience  to  hi?  honour,  and  to  his  difciples 
good,  relating  to  the  fab  bath -day  f. 

9  Chrifi  having  thus  confuted  the  P bar  if  ess ,  went  his 
way;  and  on  another  fabbath,  { Lxike  vi.  6.)  he,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  cuftom,  repaired  to  one  of  their  fytiagogues. 

ic  And  obferve,  a  remarkable  occafion  offered  for 
his  farther  ailcrring,  and  confirming  by  a  miiade,  the 
do&rine  he  had  taught  in  the  fields  concerning  the  fab- 
bath.  There  was  a  man  in  the  fynagogue  whofe  right 
hand  was  withered,  Qirunk,  and  dried  up,  fo  that  it 
was  entirely  ufelefs;  And  as  he  was  a  poor  Referable 
object  ji,  the  Pbarifies  fufpefted  that  Chrift  would  cure 
him ;  and  therefore  afked  him,'  'Whether  he  thought  it 
lawful  to  heat  any  tine  on  a  fabbuth-day  ?  that  tf  be 
fhould  fay  it  was,  they  might  accufe  him  of  breaking 
the  fab  bath,  and  pretend  that  he  deferved  to  die  for  it; 
or  if  he  fhould  be  filent,  or  fhould  fay  it  was  not  law¬ 
ful,  they  might  accufe  him  of  inconfiftency,  becaufe  of 
what  he  had  faid  in  the  fields. 

1 1  But  (a)  Jefus,  knowing  their  delign,  laid  ulito 
them,  Suppofe  any  of  you  had  hut  one  fheep,  and  it 
fhould  fall  into  a  pit,  or  into  any  other  danger  of  fnSer- 
ing  great  mifehief,  or  of  lofing  its  life  for  want  of  help; 
which  of  you  would  not  do  what  ye  conld  to  get  it  out, 
though  it  were  on  the  fabbath-day  ? 

12  Of  how  much  more  value  then  is  3  man,  ana  h'is 
nfe  of  a  hand  that  is  neceflary  to  his  livelihood  and 
comfort,  than  a  mere  animal  ?  If  therefore  it  is  lawful 
to  ihew  mercy  to  a  fheep,  it  m  uft  certainly  be  an  a&  of 
much  greater  charity  to  relieve  a  poor  helplefs  man  ;  and 
it  cannot  but  he  warrantable  to  do  fuch  an  of  goodnefs 
and  compaflion  on  the  fabbath-day. 

13  Thereupon  he,  with  fbvereign  authority,  com¬ 
manded  the  man  to  ftretch  outfits  hand;  and  fuch  heal¬ 
ing  power  went  forth  with  the  word,  thar  its  flrength 
and  vigour  were  immediately  reftoxed,  fo  that  it  was  as 
pcrfe&ly  found  and  well  as  tne  other. 

Fa  U  Tho* 


tf  o  T  B  s. 

{■■  CJirift  U  chit  Lori!  of  the  lahbwh,  who  to  be  done  on  the  faKbuh-dat,  all  otheroblj- 
icUbori  it  at  firft  In  tbc  (tut  of  imiMCncy,  gallons  nf  a  fabbath  rtmain  m  font;  uid  if 
and  idnmi  the  inlUiution  at  mount  ;  he  did  not  defign  the  cotitimiuict  of  a  J*b- 
aftd  thttefcre  tnuft  have  an  original  right  iti  bath  under  the  gofpd-flaw,  it  can  hanliy  l< 
fainUelf  to  make  «hat  circu  enfant  ial  alter*-  fippo-feil  that  he  would  hate  taken  fo  irncb 
rions  heplciTct  about  it :  And  a*,  agreeable  cm  to  explain  and  fettle  ihe  law  conmping 
fo  the  nature  and  driigct  of  ihcgofpel-difpeif*  it,  as  lit  d*ics  here,  and  in  the  following  ver* 
Uiim,  he  has  only  chwi^eti  11  fnwn  the  fir-  fo,  ami  at  other  time*, 
rtntb  co  the  frit  d-jv  €tf  the  wrkj  and  hav  i(  He  probably  «i«d  to  get  his  bread  by  rj;e 
only  allowed  ©f  woikaof  nccdTiLy  and  men-  luLuc  his  hands*  See  the  aule  IsU 
ey,  auii  inch  is  reUic  to  icliguriu  icivkxi,  id.  9, 
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Then  the 

Fiv.r'ifefS  M-rfl£ 

ont,  Ltid  hrM  i 
council 

Him,  fcnv  (lit v 
nrglit  dcHt^y 

him. 

t$  Cut  vlien 
Jdii*  knew  tft  he 
withdrew  him  lei  f 
from  r hence?  and 

fi’3i  mulmudfs 

followed  him  * 
und  hit  hcilnl 
thorn  ell, 

id  And  fhar- 
%td  them  that 
tJirv  ihoold  net 
fftakcJdmknowii! 


i*  Th;t  -t 
be  full  mod 
which  wfciff'uhcn 
hv  Ffaia'thcprO' 
j)i:ctT  faying, 

1 8  HHiofdjirrv 

frrvant  whom  1 
have  tho fen,  my 
btloYobui  whom 
my  fotil  Bill 
plea  CM :  T  will 
put  my  fpirit  usv 
nn  hirrii  hik!  U 
ifridj  ft*ew  judg- 
i»crL  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles. 

(p  Helhallnot 
ilruc,  ror  cry  ; 
rriihtf  JkdE  my 
man  hearhis  voice 
in  the  (tree 1 5. 

to  A  bruised 
Teed  ihulllie  not 
break,  and,  f mo¬ 
lting  flax  ftraH  he 
not  qiutich,  till 
he  fend  forth 
judgment  unto 

TiUoiy- 


il  And  in  his 

name  thud  the 

Gentile*  ivuft, 

■ 


[4  Though  this  was  fu  evident  and  merciful  a  mira¬ 
cle,  and  done  without  any  labour,  by  only  fpeaking  a 
word ;  yet  the  Phariftti  were  fo  enraged  at  Chrift  for  it, 
that  they  con  ful  ted  together  how  they  might  proceed  a- 
gAttiii  him  to  take  away  his  life. 

15  But  Jehu,  knowing  their  malicious  contrivances, 
and  that  it  was  not  yet  time  for  him  to  fuff er  himfelf  to 
fall  into  thdr  hands,  retired  from  them ;  and  great  mul¬ 
titudes,  underltanding  whither  he  was  gone,  went  r*f- 
ter  him,  and  he  healed  as  many  of  them  as  were  fick  of 
any  difeafes. 

1 6  And  that  be  might  not  ftill  further  unfcafonably 
provoke  the  lage  and  mvy  of  the  Pharifies ,  but  might 
go  on  peaceably  with  his  work,  he  commanded  the  peo¬ 
ple  not  to  tell  his  enemies  of  thefe  miracles,  nor  to  ac-, 
quaint  them  where  he  was. 

j  7  And  this  he  did,  that  the  prophecy  of  J/aiah  might 
be  fulfilled,  where  God  the  Father  fays  to  the  church, 
[(fa.  xlii.  i-J 

18  Obferve  mv  fervant  the  MeQbh.  whom  I  have 

#  * 

chofcn  to  that  office  as  the  .only  lit  pejfon  for  it,  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom,  and  in  whofc  work,  I  am 
highly  delighted  :  I  will  anoint  him  with  my  Spirit  a* 
bove  meafure  ;  and  he  (hall  preach  the  gofpel,  to  the 
reformation  of  the  GentiUs7  as  well  as  Jrwj,  fir  ft  in 
bis  own  perfonal  miniftry,  and  afterwards  ftill  more  a* 
bundantly  in  that  of  his  apollles. 

ip  In  his  management  of  this  work,  his  kingdom 
(ball  not  come  with  obfervation.:  lie  (halt  not  behave 
in  a  pompous  or  noify  manner,  or  with  contention  and 
tumult,  like  one  that  is. clamorous  or  loves  to  make  a 
buftle  in  the  world  ;  but  with  gendenefs  and  meeknels, 
condcfcenlion,  tendemefs,  and  compalfion. 

20  Such  as  are  weak  in  grace,  and  wounded  in  Spi¬ 
rit,  like  a  bruifed  reed,  he  will  notcrufh,  hut  rtrength* 
en  and  hind  up;  and  where  there  is -but  little  light, 
life,  and  fervour,  and  this  attended  with  fad  remain* 
tiers  of  oftenfive  infirmities,  and  juft  ready  to  expire, 
like  the  fmoking  wick  of  a  candle,  he  will  not  extin* 
guirti,  but  chenfh  and  kindle  it  into  a  facred  flame, 
till  the  kart  beginnings  of  his  renewing  work  of  grace 
in  the  foul  (hall  overcome  all  defe£ts  and  dangers,  aiid 
be  perfeft  in  glory.  And  the  like  will  he  dp  by  the 
fmallcft  beginnings  of  his  work-ip  the  world,  till  by 
means  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  it  (hall 
prevail  again  ft  all  oppofition  : 

21  And  whet)  his  name  conies  to  be  made  known, 
by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  among  the  Gfndlts ;  even 

they 


4- 
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Zl  Hm 
brought  imto  him 
Guv  piiftiw  with 
%  dctP,  blind  tod 
dnmb  ;  and  he 
heated  him,  tafo* 
mufh  that  tbc 
L Lind  and  dumb 
both  jpke  and 
fjv. 

43  Aadtlkhr 
people  were  sou* 
;cJT  and  laid.  Is 
nor  this  the  Son 
of  David  ? 

But  when 
the  PbarilcEs 
heard  *f»ihcyiiiidt 
This  doth 

not  call  out  &> 
vili,  hut  by  Bed- 
the  prince 
cf  the  devils. 


tf  And  Je* 
fas  knew  Uidr 
thoughts, and  laid 
unto  them,  Eve* 
ry  kingdom  di¬ 
vided  -gjiiinl!  li¬ 
ft:;*  ii  brought 
to 

tfvmvity  wr  houii 
divided  againll  it- 
frlf ,  thill  not 
(Uoii; 


\6  And  if  Sa* 
tan  call  out  Sa¬ 
tan,  h.’  is  divi¬ 
ded  a^iinfl  him* 
fdf ;  ho4  Ih  iU 
thru  his  kingdom 
ihnd  J 


iy  And  if  I  hy 
ike  Li?bubcift  out 

dc- 
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m 

they  (hall  be  brought  to  believe  in  him*  and  depend 
upon  him  for  falvation* 

M  After  this,  (he  being  in  a  houfc,  chap,  xiii.  !♦) 
a  certain  pcrfon,  who  was  under  the  power  and  poflbf* 
(ion  of  the  devil,  and  thereby  deprived  of  his  light  and 
fpeecb,  was  brought  to  Jefus  to  have  compaffioiV  upon 
him  j  and  he  inftantly  delivered  him  from  ttris  pofTdTIon 
and  its  difmal  effects  $  lb  that  he,  who  had  been  blind 
and  dumb}  recovered  the  ufe  both  of  his  eyes  and 
tongue, 

13  And  the  miraculous  power,  by  which  our  bleffed 
Lord  did  this,  was  fo  manifeit  ami  extraordinary,  that 
all  the  people  were  exceedingly  afloniflied  at  it,  and 
faid.  Certainly  this  is  the  promifed  Mcffiah  th.it  was  to 
defeend  from  foavid*  Who  can  think  otherwife  of  him? 

24  But  when  ihe  Pharifics^  his  inveterate  enemies, 
beard  how  the  people  were  affc£led  at  the  miracle  v 
and  how  confidently  they  exprefled  their  faith  in  him, 
as  the  Meffiah,  on  that  account ;  they  were  enraged  in 
their  own  mimls,  and  blafphe  moult  y  faid.  Though  we 
cannot  deny  but  that  (^c)  this  forry  fellow  cults  out 
devils ;  yet  he  certainly  does  it  not  hy  any  divine  power* 
but  by  a  confederacy  with  Ih'ctzebub  their  chief,  who, 
to  delude  the  people,  concurs  with  him,  and  commands 
the  lcffer  devils  to  retire  at  his  word. 

25  lint  Jeftis  knowing  the  malicioufiiefr  of  their 
hearts  in  fuggefting  this,  expoftulated  vrirh  them,  fay* 
jug,  flow  perverfe  and  moonfiftent  is  your  way  of  rca~ 
foning!  Your  argument  ddtroys  jtfclf;  for  in  all  lb- 
cleties,  whether  kingdoms,  dries,  or  families,  the  chiefs 
that  fet  themfelves  again  it  rhe  common  intcrelt  of  the 
community,  and  the  inferiors  that  act  under  them,  di- 
refUy  oppulite  to  the  known  itrengih  and  advantage  of 
the  whole,  do  in  effect  divide  rhe  body  again  it  itfelf, 
and  muff  in  courfe  unavoidably  bring  it  to  utter  ruin. 
It  can  never  fubffft  long,  much  Ids  gain  any  ground* 
by  fuch  d eft ru dive  methods  as  thefe. 

z6  And  if  one  devil  cafts  out  another,  to  the  weak¬ 
ening  of  iheir  common  ciufc  among  men,  and  to  the 
confirmation  of  my  do&riue  of  hoiinefs  that  lies  di¬ 
rectly  oppofite  to  nil  their  iutcrcfts  and  defigns  my  what 
is  this,  hut  the  powers  of  heli  going  imo  a  conduct  that 
effectually  fplits,  inftead  of  uniting,  their  ftrength  ? 
And  in  that  cafe,  how  cuu  the  kingdom  of  darknefs 
(land  ?  The  devil  is  not  fo  weak  a  politician  as  to  en¬ 
ter  into  fuch  pernicious  mcafures  again  ft  hinifelf. 

27  Befidcs,  if  ye  prcretul  that  the  exercifc  of  my 
power  ever  devils,  to  call  them  out,  is  in  combination 

i;  3  with 
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devils  by  whom 
do  your  children 
call  the nt  oat  3 
therefor*  they 

frail  be  yOWjud* 

s*! 


*8  But  ift  cart 
Wtt  fieri  Is  by  die 
Spirit  of  God » 
then  the  kingdom 
Ot  God  is  oqu)c 
unto  you* 


with  Beelzebub  their  prince,  Fray  what  will  you  fay  to 
your  own  approved  countrymen  and  difciples,  who 
have  fometimes  undertaken  to  call  them  out  t  ?  Is  it  by 
the  power  of  the  devil  that  they  do  it?  Ye  will  not  fay 
tiiis  of  them,  nor  did  ye  ever  prefiimeto  charge  it  open 
them.  They  therefore  (hall  be  witnefles  of  the  divine 
power  by  which  I  call  out  devils,  and  fhall  rife  up  iq 
judgment  againft  you  for  the  partiality  and  injuftice  of 
your  blafphcmous  accufttion  of  me. 

a8  i\nd  if  it  be  apparent  beyond  all  reafonable  con* 
tradiftion,  that  I  do  thefe  things  againft  the  interelt  of 
Satan,  in  a  divine  manner  by  the  power  of  .God's  fpi* 
rit  it  is  then  evident  that  I  am  come,  with  fbve- 
reign  authority,  to  deftroy  the  work  of  the  devil,  and 
to  fet  up  a  fpiritual,  merciful,  and  holy  kingdom  a* 


ip  Qrelfe.how 
can  enter  in¬ 
to  a  ifr'OD'r  man's 
houfir  and  fpoil 
hts  goods,  except 
he  firfl  hind  the 
ftiong  man  ?  and 

then  lie  will  fpoil 

hu  houfe* 


mong  you* 

3p  Otherwife,  how  is  it  poffible  that  I  (houid  be 
able,  at  this  fuperior  and  irrcfiflible  rate,  to  call  out 
Satan  from  his  poflcJhoo  of  mens  bodies,  as  well  as 
from  his  dominion  over  their  fouls  ?  For  how  can  any 
one  make  a  forcible  entry,  and  difpoflefs  a  ftrong  man 
of  his  boufe  and  goods,  unlefs  he  firfl  mailers  him  by 
a  greater  power  l  Then  indeed  be  will  take  pofleflion 
for  himfelf,  and  turn  all  to  his  own  ufe;  but  otherwife 
he  cannot. 


33  He  that  is 
nut  with  me,  U 
againft  me;  and 
hr  that  ga t beret h 
lot  with  me,  fat* 
tenth  abroad. 


31  Where  fotr 

7  fry  unto  you, 

■  Alt  manner <ff  fin 

and  bhlphttny 

Hull  be  forgiven 

unto 

■ 


30  And  as  I  fo  evidently  a&  againft  all  the  might 
and  interefts  of  Satan,  it  can  never  be  thought  that  he 
is  with  me,  but  mud  be  againft  me  >  and  whofoever  he 
be  that  fhall  not  own  and  fide  with  me,  in  my  oppoli- 
tioo  to  him,  aud  in  my  work  of  gathering  finners  out  of 
his  kingdom  into  my  own,  be  fhall  like  wife  be  looked 
upon  as  an  enemy  to  me,  and  as  injurious  to>  the  inre* 
re  its  of  my  kingdom. 

3 1  Therefore,  on  occation  of  what  has  cow  parted^ 
I  tell  you,  for  your  caution  againft  one  moft  horrid  (in 
which  fome  of  you  are  ip  great  danger  of,  that  all  forts 
of  other  dimes,  and  even  blafphemies,  however  heinous 
in  their  drcumftaqces  and  aggravations,  are  pardon* 


notes. 

f  Chrifl  here  feeros  to  refer  the  Jtwfb  ex-  rately  from  each  other*  thsir  nature  being 
nrcifis  in  thnfe  diy^  who*  a$  indent  lyricen  the  fiune ;  aud  «  Guitl  wu  ltk«nfc  mao, 
afltirt  fomeiimcs  tiled  to  cart  out  devils  and  umc,  as  the  Mefllth,  In  his  Father's 
by  invoktug  the  name  <\£  the  God  qf  Abra-  name ;  *1  was  proper  that  the  agency  of  the 
bamt  J]£wrt  and  JnesJ :  Or  perhaps  1m  re*  Holy  Gholl  lhoutd  be  fragilities  taken 
(erred  to  fudi  as  caft  out  devil;  m  bis  name,  ticeof  in  his  cttinculotu  afls,  to  Ihew  tint  the 
hut  did  not  pybltdy  ova  urr  follow  him  j  Father  owned  trim  in  the  execution  of  hi$  of- 
Lx.  3^  fiee;  if  as  that  it  other  times  he  fonitd 

t  Thowgb  Chrift  had  ail  power  in  hirnfrlf,  behave  u  ailing  by  his  own  power,  as  he 
a?  Cod,  for  the  performance  of  his  miracle* ;  molt  commonly  did,  lu  fl that  he  had  it 
yet  u  none  of  the  divine  Perlon*  aft  lepa*  in  himfelf, 

.  ■  \  '  1  -r  ' 

fc 


Cli.  xiu 

urto  men  ;  but 
the  lihiphcmy  av 
jt  it*;/  die  Hdj 
<;hoft  JhaU  not 
he  f-jfgivca  doio 

Step. 


Jir  And  who¬ 
mever  fptaktf  b  a 
vnf:t  agaivtft  the 
Hon  of  mao,  h 
(lull  be  forgiven 
him :  but  wWo- 

ever  fpeaketh  *- 

£jinft  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  it  {bailout 

Lc  forgiven  him^ 
neither  in  tbh 
wirld,  neither  ia 
cbcif:r/dti>i»uit. 


33  Efthcrmikc 
t  he  tree  good,  and 
hi*  fruit  good; 
or  olfc  make  the 
tut  cut  nipt,  aod 
fruti  corrupt: 
for  the  tree  i* 

iii^wc  by  Jtfj 
fruit. 


34  0  genera- 
t!oii  of  vI[*ts, 
how  ran  ye,  being 
evd,  I  peak  good 
iMngs  ?  for  out 
oi  the  abundance 
of  the  h^art  the 
month  fpcukcih* 
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able,  anil  (hall  be  forgiven  lo  every  penitent  believer: 
But  in  the  approaching  di  (pen  fat  inn  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
to  which  his  miraculous  operations  and  illuminations 
will  appear  with  (till  more  fhining  evidence,  a  malici¬ 
ous  jj  fpcakiitg  againft  him  then  as  if  he  were  an  evil 
fpirit,  or  au  afuibing  his  wonderful  gifts  and  operati¬ 
ons  to  the  devil,  is  fuch  a  hlafphcmy  as  (hail  never  ad* 
mit  of  forgiveness ;  fince  this  will  be  ohftinately  finning 
againU  the  Jaft  and  higheft  clifpcnfution  of  grace  by 
which  it  can  be  poflible  for  any  to  be  recovered  or 
brought  to  faith  and  repentance. 

3a  And  I  tell  you,  that  whofoever,  through  igno¬ 
rance,  and  preconceived  prejudices  about  the  temporal 
grandeur  of  the  Mefliah,  f peaks  bhifphemoufly  againft 
me  on  account  of  the  mcannefs  of  my  appeal ance  as  the 
Son  of  man,  fuch  an  one  may  afterwards,  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Holy  G  ho  ft,  be  brought  to  convict  ion,  faith 
and  repentance,  and  lb  obtain  forgivettefs  of  that  fim 
But  whofbever  lhall  malicioufly  and  dcfiguedly  revile  the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  his  molt  Jigna!  and  evident  gifts  and 
operations,  by  which  he  will  hereafter  bear  witnefe  to 
me,  and  which  will  be  the  tall  means  of  conviction  a,nd 
recovery,  he  mud  be  inevitably  (hut  up  in  impenitence 
and  unbelief,  and  fo  fhaJl  not  obtain  forgivenefs,  either 
in  this  world,  or  in  the  day  of  judgment, 

33  As  to  you,  the  Phariftcs ,  that  have  fpoken  bitter 
things  again*!  me,  whatever  pretences  ye  make  to  fane- 
tity,  it  is  evident  that  your  hearts  are  full  of  malicious 
wickednefs ;  For  a  heart  is  to  be  judged  of  by  hU 
words  and  action*,  as  a  tree  is  by  its  fruit,  which  is  ei¬ 
ther  good  or  bad  according  to  the  nature  of  the  tree: 
Either  therefore  leave  otT  your  blalpbemies ;  or  clfe 
make  no  further  pretences  to  religion  and  holinefe,  that 
ye  may  be  confident  with  yourfdres. 

34  Whatever  others  may  think  of  you,  I  know  you 
to  be  the  feed  of  the  old  ierpent,  a  wicked  and  malig¬ 
nant  generation  of  men :  How  can  ye  then,  while  ye 
continue  to  be  Jinful  in  your  governing  principles  und 
tempers,  fpcak  any  thing  that  is  really  good,  or  that  is 
not  one  way  or  other  bad  ?  For  that  which  mod  Alls 
and  reigns  in  the  heart,  will  naturally  make  its  wav  and 
difeover  i r felt  hy  the  lip. 

F  4  35  A 

N  O  T  E. 


i|  The  ht# fpih'mi  * m#  fAc  Ghcjt  u 

rpulfn  ttf  .\fdrk  iiL  i).  and  Uti*  xlL  to.  in 
the  future  renit,  and  jo  rthlnl  not  to  what 
uai  already,  but  (honld  tfkrwdi  be  dcuic, 
tonfn]iKM  to  the  didton  of  the  Spirit;  and 
vhat  the  Pberifrts  hud  laid  about  CKrifl's 
filling  gut  devil*  by  was  u 


rrrlly  bljfpherninjji  lumfrlf  as  the  Spirit;  and 
yn  he  of  htalpliriny  agaijifl  him  kit’ 

u  a  fin  that  AionLl  be  forgiven,  set.  32..* 
and  ^Ur-uard?  ]trc*chrd  to,  and  prayed  for* 
tUttl*  btafj  >i'  mi  tv  s ,  fo  iv  x  kill.  34,  Stc  fi ‘  - 
Iji  jtxifv  >7 fp&Jijk  in  j#* 
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3S  Agcodmau 
out  of  tlu;  good 
tittiiire  of  the 

Jiciirt ,  bringah 

in,  Ji  H£F£ 

trtd  HU  evil  umt 
out  of  the  evil 
(.rttfart,  bnn^cth 
forth  evil  thing*. 


35  A  truly  good  man,  on  one  hand^  has  a  rich  trea- 
Aire  of  grace  and  holmefs  in  hi?  heart,  and  it  will  vent 
and  difeorer  icfelf  by  his  uttering  things  that  are  good  to 
the  life  of  edifying)  (Epb.  iv*  29-} ;  and  a  wicked  unre- 
gencrate  man,  on  the  other,  has  a  (burce  of  all  iniquity 
perpetually  bubbling  up  in  his  heart,  and  it  will  break 
out  and  appear  in  the  corrupt  communication  that  pro* 
ceeds  out  of  his  mouth* 


But  1  fry 
Utuo  you,  that 
very  idle  word 
that  mwi  IhaJl 
tliqr  lhail 

give  account 

thetttof  in  the  day 

of  judgment. 


37  For  hy  thy 

wortis  thmi  fluU 

he  juftifitd,  and 
Uy  thy  words  thou 
flult  be  coudtm- 
nod. 


3E!  Then  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  i tribes 
flnctpfthe  Phan- 
fees  uilVrcd , 
tying,  Mjfter  T 
we  would  Ice  a 
figu  from  thee. 


39  But  he  an- 
fwortil  ^nd  faid 
unto  them,  Aue- 
vil  and  adulterous 
generation  Cek- 
eih  after  a  figit; 
aM  there  QuImiq 
li^n  be  given  to 
it*  but  the  &gn 
of  the  prophet  Jo- 

diis ; 


43  For  ax  Jo- 
naswafthi-evdays 
at^J  thiet  nights 
iotlie  whikfsbi.i- 

A> ; 


36  And  (ii)  how  light  fbever  ye  may  think  of  your 
words,  as  if  they  were  of  little  moment  in  God’s  ac¬ 
count  j  nay,  though  ye  may  be  apt  to  fay.  Our  lips  are 
our  cvjn,  mho  is  Lord  over  us  ?  (l’Gil.  xii.  4.} ;  1  tell 
you,  that  not  only  mens  fcdfe,  blafphemous,  and  revi¬ 
ling  words,  but  even  all  their  vain,  trifling,  and  unpro¬ 
fitable  talk,  fhall  be  exaftly  feminized,  and  brought 
to  a  reckoning  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

37  For  your  words,  as  well  as  a£tions,  {hall  he  pro¬ 
duced  in  evidence  for  or  againft  you,  to  prove  whether 
you  are  a  faint  ot  a  Tinner,  a  true  believer  or  not ;  and 
according  to  their  evidence,  you  (hall  be  either  public¬ 
ly  acquitted,  or  condemned,  in  the  great  day. 

38  Then  fome  of  the  lawyers  and  Pharifecs  turned 
upon  him,  and  laid,  Mailer,  after  all  that  you  have 
taught  and  done,  we  are  not  iatisfied  about  your  being 
the  Chrift:  We  therefore  delire  you  to  drew  us  fome 
miraculous  fign  from  heaven,  ( Lule  xi.  j  6.)  to  prove 
that  you  really  have  a  divine  com  midi  on,  and  that 
God  nimfeirWns  you  \  or  elfe  we  (hall  not  believe  in 
you. 

39  But  as* this  was  a  humorous,  fuperfluous,  and  un> 
realouable  demand,  he  anfwering  them  faid.  None  but 
a  perverfe  and  degenerate  fet  of  men,  that  have  call  off 
God’s  covenant,  and  spoftatized  from  the  faitb  and  o- 
bedtence  of  their  father  Abraham ,  could  have  required 
any  other  fbtt  of  fign  to  fatisfy  them,  than  they  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  in  the  numerous,  great,  and  merciful  mi¬ 
racles  I  have  wrought  among  them,  to  confirm  my  cha¬ 
racter  and  my  holy  do&rinc :  And  no  other  fort  of  mi¬ 
raculous  fign,  different  from  thofc  that  I  have  already 
wrought,  fhall  be  given  them  for  this  purpofej  except 
one,  which  was  prefigured  by  the  prophet  Jonas ,  in 
what  befel  him  for  the  con  vision  of  the  Ninevitcst  and 
which  of  itfelf  will  he  fuch  an  unanfwerable  demonflra- 
tion  of  my  divine  authority  and  power,  as  will  leave  fi¬ 
ve  ry  one  rbat  rejects  it  without  excofc. 

40  For  as  Janas  came  alive  out  of  the  great  fifh’s 
belly,  what  he  had  been  buried  there  three  days  and 
three  nights  in  the  depth  of  the  fca,  which  was  a  proof 

,  *4 
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ly  •» 


fo  iWR  die 
of  mm  be 
three  day*  ind 
three  liighfi  ii 
the  h&it  the 
tilth*  ^ 

4,1  ITiemenof 
Nioe«h  flwU  life 
in  judgment  with 
thi*  grncutian  > 
Uiid  itiallctmdcnin 
ir :  bccaufc  they 
repented  at  the 
preaching  uf  Jo- 
ius:  indhchotd, 
a  greater  thanjo- 
lUitf  herc* 
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J 

ofht$  being  a  prophet -fent  from  God  to  the  NincviUs,: 
So  I,  the  Son  of  mao,  ftall  rife  again  to  life*  when  t 
ft  all  have  been  put' to  death,  and’  been  buried  t  three 
days  and  three  nights  in  th^  grave,  to  prove  that  I  ana 
the  Meffiah. 

r 

41  If,  upon  this  further  evidence,  I  {hall  be  ftill  re¬ 
jected  through  unbelief,  the  ffimvites*  compared  with 
the  perrerfe  people  of  thefe  days,  will  rife  in  judgment, 
like  witnefles  for’ God  that  they  deferve  to  be  condemn¬ 
ed  as  incorrigible  Infields  :  For  they  believed  and  heai  k- 
ened  to  Jonas ,  as  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  j  and  were  fo 
affeCfced  at  his  preaching,  that  they  went  into  a  foJcnm 
humiliation  and  repentance,  covering  thenifelvra  with 
fackloth  and  attics,  They  were  fo  convinced  by  hi* 
meflage,  as  to  do  ail  this,  though  he  was  but  an  ordi¬ 
nary  prophet,  and  continued  with  them  but  a  Hide 
while ;  and  though  there  was  no  other  miracle,  than  that 
which  was  wrought  for  and  upon  him,  and  not  by  him, 
and  which  they  could  only  have  the  report  of,  to  con¬ 
firm  his  meffageio  them  :  And  obferve  it.  One  incom¬ 
parably  greater  than  Jonah ,  even  the  Mriliah  himfelf, 

'  wbo  comcs  wiEb  evident  chiraftcrs  01  divinity,  is  now 
amongr  you,  and  is  often' peaching  with  all  plainneft 
arid  authority,  and  continuing  to  preach  to  you,  as  ma¬ 
ny  year*,  as  Jonas  did  days  to  them ;  he  likewtfe  baa 
confirmed  his  do&rine  with  a  multitude  of  figual  mira¬ 
cles  before  your  own  eyes,  and  at  laft  will  conclude 
them  with  his  refurreflion  from  the  dead  :  If  therefore, 
after  all  this,  ye  fhall  Hill  continue  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief,  how  aggravated  wiil  your  guilt  and  puniih- 
ment  be  in  the  great  day ! 

47  The  queen  of  Sheba  in  Arabia^  {which  lay  fouth 
of  Jervfaiem3)  being  like  wife  compared  with  the  people 
of  this  obft  in  ate  age,  will  rife  up  as  a  witnefs  for  God, 
that  their  condemnation  is.  jufi;  For,  upon  her  only 
hearing  a  report  of  Sohm&n*&  great  wifdom  in  a  very  di- 
itaftt  country,  bordering  on  the  ocean,  flie,  though  a 
perfon  of  great  fiate,  and  of  the  tender  fex,  took  a  fa¬ 
tiguing  long  journey  to  fee  and  hear  it  hcrfelf;  and  ha¬ 
ving  been  favoured  with  fome  proofs  of  it,  flic  readily 
owned  and  admired  it:  And  pray  obferve,  One  incom¬ 
parably  greater  than  Solomon*  even  the  Mdliah  kimfcM, 
who  is  the  Wifdom  of  God,  and  teaches  wifdom  to  taL 
vation,  is  preaching  daily  among  you  in  jour  lynu- 

gogues 

NOTE* 

t  The  Jews  natural  day  wa$  cvpitifcd  by  a  day  and  a  nijlw,  and  thty  cit'd  to  rctU^n  1 
p+rt  of  a  day  for  a  whole  day  ;  audio  Chrid’i  in  Itpulrlii'j  pj;i  .  L(ul  of  t!ir 

f'ftrJYcfay,  md  the  whole  uf  [fee  Sziitrdsvt  i*f  ^ceordii>-j  ro  their  iyaj  of  rai-od 

i  ‘  "  fajl  :h\t  zlgkti* 


41  The  queen 
fhc  loath  (frail 
rile  up  in  flic  judg-» 
n**nt  wfththugtf- 
ntnriop,  mdthail 
condemn  k :  Car 
fhrc4ioe  from  the 
vtermoll  parts 
of  the  earth  to 
fuar  the  wisdom 
of  Noliunon ;  Lkji  J. 
hthoU,  a  a  iv.il  cr 
than  Salomon  i; 

hen. 


90 


43  When  the 
unclean  fjirit  i* 
goncoat  of  a  auat 
be  wilketh  thru* 
dry  phccs*  £ck- 
iog  mil,  an  d  find- 
cth  none. 

44  Then  he 

filth,  I  will  re* 
turn  Into  my 
konfc  from 
whence  I  came 
ml ;  and  when 
he  is  come,  he 
ftndcth  it  empiy-f. 
fvftpt,  and  gar- 
tiihcd. 

45  Then  £<?cih 
he,  and  taketh 
wiib  himiclf  To¬ 
wn  other  {pints 
pi  ore wicked  than 
hainfdft  azul  thef 
enter  in  and  dwell 
there  *  and  the 
bft  ft  ate  of  that 
fvun  u-worlethan 
the  firih  Even  fo 

fball  U  be  alfo  un¬ 
to  this  wicked 
generation  „ 


44  ’WTsilc  he 

'ver  talked  to  the 
■ 

people,  behold, 

his 
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gogues  and  other  places;  and  if,  after  all,  ye  defpife 
this  wifdom,  and  will  not  come  to  him  that  ye  may  have 
lift)  (John  v.  40.)  how  great  and  how  righteous  will  be 
your  condemnation ! 

43>  44*  and  45.  The  cafe  of  this  people  is  like  that 
of  one  poffeffed  with  the  devil,  who  delights  in  nothing 
but  wicked aels  and  mifehiefi  When  this  evil  fpirit  is 
cad  out  of  a  man,  be,  like  a  melancholy  difappointed 
creature,  wanders  about  in  places  where  he  may  proba¬ 
bly  meet  with  leaf!  difturbance;  there  he  fecks  after  ano¬ 
ther  fettlement,  but  cannot  find  it.  Then  he  thinks 
with  himfelf,  I  will  go  and  try  whether  I  cannot  reco¬ 
ver  pofleflion  of  the  fame  man  again;  and  upon  his  re¬ 
turning  to  make  the  experiment,  he  finds  there  is  no¬ 
thing  to  oppofe  him,  but  every  thing  more  ready  to  en¬ 
tertain  him  than  before.  Upon  this,  he  enters  again 

with  feveral  other  (till  more  malignant  devils  than  him- 
felf ;  and  they  unitedly  fix  their  abode  in  this  man,  and 
fb  make  his  condition  abundantly  worfe  than  it  ever  was 
before.  Juft  fo  the  dreadful  condition  of  this  impeni¬ 
tent  unbelieving  people  fhall  be:  I  have  often  baffled 
Satan  among  them ;  the  light  and  power  of  my  gufpel 
have,  in  various  inltuiccs,  been  too  hard  for  him;  and 
there  have  been  fome  convictions  and  ftirrings  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  that  have  dilturhed  and  threatened 
his  intereft  in  them ;  and  all  together  have  made  him 
afraid,  left,  by  further  purfuing  his  vile  defigns  again  ft 
the  jfcvtSf  he  fhould  provoke  me  utterly  to  deftroy  him. 
Hereupon,  in  the  great  vexation  of  his  mind,  lie  retires 
to  the  Gentile  world,  hoping  to  meet  with  a  hotter  re¬ 
ception  there.  But  thither  my  gofpel  fhall  follow  him 
with  much  greater  energy  and  fuccefs,  in  turning  innu¬ 
merable  multitudes  from  idols  to  ferve  the  living  and 
true  God;  fo  that  he  will  be  abundantly  more  harraf- 
fed  and  defeated  there,  than  he  was  among  the  Jcwi, 
Upon  this,  he  will  return,  and  cry  this  people  again; 
And  finding  that  their  convictions  have  not  prevailed 
upon  them  to  admit  me  into  their  hearts ;  and  that,  a- 
midft  all  their  pretences  to  puriryand  religion,  they  are 
ftill  deftitute  of  my  grace,  and  are  more  ready  to  refign 
up  to  him  than  before ;  he  will  come  with  greater  power 
and  fill  them  with  more  obftinate  hardnefs  of  heart  than 
ever,  till  their  w;ckcdnefs  and  their  ruin  fhall  be  paft 
remedy. 

46  While  he  was  difeourfing  in  this  manner  to  the 
people,  behold,  a  proper  opportunity  offered  fox  difeo* 
vering  a  mod  affectionate  lave  to  his  difciples.  Mary 
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his 

Lis  bidbrcn  ftogd 
without  Attiring 
10  fpok  vithbiip. 
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mother  u4  hU  mother,  antt  f  forne  of  his  nearcft  kinfmcn,  came 

to  the  houfe  where  he  was  preaching >  and,  not  being 
able  to  get  in  becaufe  of  the  crowd,  they  defired  he 
might  be  tuld  that  they  wanted  to  (peak  with  him. 

47  According  to  their  requeft,  one  of  the  company 
immediately  acquainted  him  that  his  mother,  and  fame 
of  his  near  kindred  who  were  called  his  brethren,  wait¬ 
ed  abroad  to  fpcak  with  him. 

48  But  he  replied,  faying  to  the  per/bn  that  informed 
him  of  it.  What  authority  have  any  enrihly  relations  to 
call  me  oil'  from  my  Father’s  buGneis  ?  and  whom  do  you 
fuppofe  that  1  account  to  be  my  dcarefl.  kindred,  even  as 
ray  mother,  and  my  brethren? 

49  And  while  he  fpake  thele  words,  he  pointing  with 
his  hand  toward  his  difciples,  fa  id.  Behold  the  dearob- 

1‘e£fa  of  my  affeftion !  thefe  are  rhey  whom  I  have  ta- 
:en  into  peculiar  relation  to  ray  fell",  and  whom  I  love 
with  all  the  tendernefs  and  fervour  that  are  due  to  the 
neared  of  Icin;  and  no  refpeft  to  relatives  after  the  flcfli 
can  ever  divert  me  from  purfuing  their  falvatton.  (See 
the  note  on  Mark  iii.  34.) 

50  For  whofoever  fhall  heartily  comply  with  the  will 
of  my  heavenly  Father,  in  their  believing  obediential 
regards  to  mej  thefe  arc  the  perfons  whom  I  prefer 
to  all  earthly  relations,  and  whom  1  will  own  and  em¬ 
brace  with  all  the  kind  nets  and  love  that  a  brother,  a 
lifter,  or  a  mother,  can  cxpeQ  or  delire. 


47  Then  one 

ftid  Unto  him. 
Behold,  ihy  mo¬ 
ther  and  thy  bre¬ 
thren  ibod  with¬ 
out,  tir firing  to 
fpeak  whh  tho% 

48  But  he  an* 
fire red,  and  fdd 
lurtohimthaf  tnld 
him.  Who  U  my 
mother  ?  aud  who 
inmy  brethren? 

49  And  he 
flrccched  forth  hii 
hand  towards  his 
dilcipfot ,  and 
fiid*  Behold-,  my 
niutlicr,  and  my 
brethren : 


yo  For  iiboib- 
tw  (hall  do  the 
will  of  m  jr  Father 
which  is  in  he** 
veil}  the  fame  is 
my  brother*  and 
£>Ucr  aad  mother* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


Behold  the  horrible  corruption  of  human  nature,  how  prone  It  is  to  be  capti¬ 
ous  and  cavilling  at  trifles;  anil  at  the  [hme  time,  how  full  of  blindncft*  preju¬ 
dice,  and  malignity,  agamft  Chrift  and  the  got'pel  l  Who  could  have  thought  that 
the  holy  One,  and  the  Wifijom  of  God*  whu  gave,  the  cleareft  evidence  of  his  ex¬ 
cellent  cbaratttT,  as  divine,  and  every  way  greater  than  that  of  Silomen  or  any 
of  the  prophets,  ibould  ever  have  been  traduced  aa  a  confederate  with  the  devil; 
or  that  it  fhould  ever  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to  blafphcme  the  bleiTed  Spirit 
in  his  frigheft  manifcdatioos  of  glory,  and  ftigmatixe  him  as  an  evil  fpirit  i  IF  we 
frut  our  eyes  and  harden  our  hearts  againft  the  rich  means  of  grace  which  Chrift 
has  given  us,  in  vain  do  we  call  for  further  evidence  and  better  means  to  ronvinee 
03 :  No  flgns  from  heaven  would  prevail  upon  us;  and  the  very  heathens  muft  re* 
proach  iisr  and  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  us.  O  the  danger  and  the  aggravations 
of  Litming  againft  light  and  grace  !  The  more  convidtious  at\*  ftiflrd,  the  greater 

is  the  havdutfs  that  epfucs,  till  at  length  Satan  obtains  a  fecurc  dominion  over  the 

ihmery 


NOTE 


Bm  Mr  has  faid  a  good  deal  id  fr.ov 

that  our  Lord's  mother  Lerftlf  vtjlly  had  ii:- 


t  It  docs  not  fully  appear  that  Nuy  ever 
hid  any  othpr  child  Ldidcs  jdbs :  And  there¬ 
fore  theftj  who  are  Called  his  brtfbrr*f  may 
have  been  either  the  children  of  Jifipb  by  a 
former  wife ;  or  elft  the  c<tofm*gcnnans  of 
our  Lori,  fuch  as  the  children  of  ALzry,  the 
wife  of  filler  to  the  mother  of  ]e- 

frs;  and  fitch  relations,-  according  do  the 
Language  of  the  vrtic  called  brethren. 


vend  other  cLtldmt  ufttr  hU  hirtfi  ;  See  bis 
vpOfi  fh  h  ttwi  ji jirr \  oj  CJ.irijlm  But 

whoever  theft  werr,  they  probably  defign«f 
to  gel  Jffat  away,  cither  foil  he  ih  fluid  errr- 
fpend  nmriidf,  or  foil  fo  Ihonld  oflrwl  the 
Pberif+ti  an  d  exp^ib  himielf  to  danger* 

+  A 
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flnner,  and  the  worit  of  all  condemnation  will  pafs  upon  him  in  the  great  day. 
How  fhould  the  thoughts  of  a  judgment  to  come  make  hb  dread  every  word  as 
well  a*  deed  that  would  go  agaluit  us  then  i  But  the  heart  mult  be  changed  be^ 
fore  the  life  can  be  holy ;  and  the  word  of  bus  Hull  be  forgiven  by  gofpel-grace, 
except  that  agahift  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  they  are  leaft  in  danger  of  committing 
who  are  mo  ft  in  fear  about  if.  How  great  is  the  authority*  as  well  as  grace,  of 
-our  Saviour  1  He*  as  Lord  of  the  febbath,  our  observation  of  it;  and  if 

.his  fervicc  and  honour  command  our  hearts  and  behaviour  cm  bis  holy  day,  we 
fliall  be  kept  from  profaning  it ;  and  he  will  countenance  and  biefs  us.  What  he 
did  on  earth*  in  a  way  of  mercy,  for  the  bodies  of  many,  was  a  lively  emblem  of 
what  he  Eves  in  heaven  to  do,  by  his  word  and  fpirit ,  for  oor  fouls,  At  his 
powerful  command,  Satan  is  dethroned  from  our  hearts,  we  are  enlightened  with 
the  knowledge  of  fetation,  hear  Chrift’s  voice  and  live,  ftrefceh  out  the  hand  of 
faith,  and  yield  obedience  to  his  word;  and  he  will  deal  tenderly  with  the  wcak- 
dt  believers*  and  vindicate  them  from  the  reproaches  of  their  enemies ;  be  will 
maintain  and  increate  the  leaifc  beginnings  of  his  good  wort  m  their  hearts*  till 
aR  fhall  be  perfected  in  vi&ory  and  triumph;  and  lie  will  own  and  honour  them, 
as  his  oeareft  kindred  and  deareft  friends.  How  Ihould  Chriftians  therefore  love 
and  honour  him,  and  unite  together*  iu  heart,  aifedion*  and  endeavour,  for  the 
fuppnrt  of  his  kingdom  and  intereft,  as  Satan  and  his  iaftruments  unite  againft 
them  for  the  fupport  of  thrirs ! 


chap.  xin. 

T be  parable  of  the  fewer*  with  its  explanation  ;  and  the  reafen  of  Ghrijl*$ 
/peaking  in  parables*  I, — 23,  The  parable  of  the  tares  y  of  a  grain 
of  mujiard/eedt  and  of  leaven*  24, — 33.  The  parable  of  the  tares 
explained^  with  a  further  reafen  of  CbrijPs  ujing  parables ,  34)— 43* 
The  parable  of  bidden  treafure ,  of  a  pearl*  and  of  a  fflnng  net ,  44, 
—50*  The  application  (fall  to  the  difciples  in  the  parable  fa  good 
bovfe holder*  51,  52. ;  jlnd  the  treatment  Chrifi  met  with  in  Ms  own 
country*  53, — 58* 


Tut. 

■"TTHF.  feint  day 

X  H'Qll  Jct'iis 
<nir  of  [he  hntife* 
*nd  fat  by  Cht  ir*- 

fide. 


1  And  great 
multitudes  vcrc 
gathered  tocher 
unlr>  hilDf  fo  tlut 
he  «cnt  a 

fnip,  and  far ; 

the  M’hole  nusUi- 

t  ni.e  flood  on  the 
fr'n  r. 

3  And  he  fluke 
many 


Paraphrase* 

ON  the  after-part  of  the  day  in  which  Jefus  delivered 
the  foregoing  difeourfe,  he,  for  the  convenience  of 
more  room,  went  out  of  the  houfe  where  he  was,  to  the 
{bore  of  the  fea  of  Galilee**  and  there)  according  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  JewiJh  teachers,  Git  down  to  preach  ano¬ 
ther  fermon* 

2  And  great  crowds  of  people  thronging  about  him, 
he  went  into  a  boat,  that  they  might  not  prefe  upon 
him,  and  that  he  might  he  the  better  feen  and  heard: 
Then  fitting  down  again,  he  addrefied  himfelf  to  all 
the  company,  as  they  Itood  before  him  on  the  Ihort.  ^ 

-  3  And  the  way  he  took  to  inftru£fc  them  was  by  pbm 
f  fimtlitudeS)  taken  from  the  moil  common  affairs  of 

life. 


N  O  T  E. 

-*  A  parable  is  a  cnmintrH  companion  of  uriry  ofinftruftion  among  the  eaftern  wdpns, 
thmjjt,  for  the  illnftrarion  of  tM  ahich  is  to  cxda  the  attention  and  in  quirk*  of  tlit 
tiffined  to  be  rcptrlbttti  j  utif)  rewriting  i>y  hearer*,  an<)  in  tbr  tnoft  familiar  nianngc  to 

pifj£»b  jh  mini,  plcifent,3Uid  provable  hiflil  the  fcntimciib  of  the  ipcakcr,  and  fix 

them 


Ch.  x'riit 

many  thing?  un¬ 
to  them  in  pan- 
hit*,  faying,  Be¬ 
hold  r  a  fewer 
went  fetthto  few* 


4  Amt  when 

he  fou-ed ,  {amt 

ltd. i  fell  by  (be 
M'^y-fwk,  and  the 
fowls  came  and 
devoured  them 

tip. 


5  Some  feU  up¬ 
on  flooy  place*, 
where  they  had 
not  much  earth : 
aud  forthwith 
they  fprung  up, 

bev'jufc  they  hid 
no  dcepntft  of 
earth  i 

6  Aryl  when  the 
fun  wuup»  they 
wen  fcorched  , 
and  becavfe  they 
had  no  root,  they 
withered  away* 


T  And  fi>mc  fell 
jimon*  thorns ; 
and  the  thorn* 
fprung  up,  and 
dtotad  tbe  m. 


Tbt  EvongcBft  Matthew  paraphrafid* 

life,  thereby  teaching  us  to  (piritunlixe  earthly  things : 
Hethereforcbegan  with  a  comparifon  to  reprefent  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  variety  of  its  efleds 
upon  different  forts  of  perfona,  laying,  Ohferve  the  fol¬ 
lowing  illultraeion.  “  Ahufbandman  went  intohis  field  to 
low  it  with  corn — Thereby  meaning  that  he  was  come, : 
by  hts  own  miniflry,  and  the  miniftry  of  his  fervants, 
to  feat  ter  the  good  feed  of  his  word  among  the  people. 

4  **  And,  as  he  was  Cowing  his  feed.  Come  of  the  coins 
fell  upon  the  common  beaten  path ;  and  lying  uncover¬ 
ed  on  the  furface  of  the  ground,  the  fowls  of  the'  air 
came  and  eat  it  all  up:” — Thereby  meaning,  that  when’ 
the  gofpel  Is  preached,  there  are  Come  trifling,  c-udefj 
hearers,  who  never  ferioully  regard  or  think  about  it  j 
and  the  devil  diverts  tlieir  minds  with  other  thoughts,' 
to  make  them  entirely  forget  it, 

5,  6.  “  Another  part  of  the  feed  was  caft  upon  rocky' 
ground,  where,  there  being  but  a  thin  coat  of  earth,  a 
reflection  of  heat  from  the  rock  juft  underneath  caufed 
it  to  fpriiig  up  very  foon;  but,  (*)  having  no  depth  of 
ground  to  ftrike  root  into,  as  foon  as  the  fun  Ibone  hot 
it  fhrivdled  and  quite  withered  away — Thereby  mean¬ 
ing,  that  there  arc  others,  who,  when  they  hear  the 
word,  attend  to  and  are  plcafed  with  it ;  and,  under  a 
a  prefent  ftart  of  affection,  have  Tome  good  purpofe* 
and  defires ;  but  this  being  only  a  flight  touch  upon  the 
pa  (Eons,  their  hearts  are  not  changed,  but  remain  hearts 
of  ftone  ft  ill;  and  fo  when  a  fiery  trial  conies  upon  them 
for  the  fake  of  Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  they  cannot  (Lind 
it,  but  all  foon  comes  to  nothing  for  want  of  a  rooted 
principle  within. 

7  “  And  there  was  another  part  of  the  feed  which  full 
on  a  fpot  of  earth  that  was  full  of  briers  and  thorns, 
which  grew  up  falter  than  the  com,  and  fmothcred  and 
killed  it:” — Thereby  meaning,  that  there  are  others  who 
hear  the  word  with  attention,  and  feem  to  make  feme 
proficiency  in  their  profeflion ;  but  their  hearts  are  fo 
thick  fet  with  the  cares  of  this  world,  and  with  their 
vain  expectations  and  delires  of  happinefs  from  it,  that 
their  convictions  and  promiling  appearances  are  itifled, 
before  they  come  to  an  effectual  faring  change  in  their 
hearts  and  lives. 

8  “But 

T  E. 

■iv  he  it  ws  firft  meet  with  them.  In  ferh  i  p*- 
raphralHc  form  as  jatiuMitf  that  Chrilt  did 
not  then  obtain  diem  ;  h  ivt 

rA  to  vary  -!t*  Turn  i>i  trxpirfliTn,  an.i  thmw 
fiirtier  hj.'ijt  up'tiilJicm,  v.c  comirtohis 

t.vj;  of  ^rhii  hi  iiicauied  i>y  than. 


H  O 

thrm  In  the  mipdsof  thofe  who  wwdefirous 

ro  k by  them.  And  as  I  thought  that  it 
n  enliven  the  reading]  to  odd  an  inw- 
of  the  parable*  u  we  go -long,  ewn 
they  ire  afterward*  rajjhiuftl  by  o-if 
i  orJ  himurlfj  1  have  ibmettaci,  hero, 
out  the  ir><  of  tlidr  JeviT*t 
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B  But  other* 
fell  into  gooJ 

groaiul  * 
bmi^ht  fnr:h 
frthi ,  tome  att 
bunJrttl  i 

feme  fix*? 

Some  tbittf  foht. 


9  'Who  hath 
«m  bev*  let 

turn  bear. 

10  And  the 
dtfeiple*  came  , 
wd  Ctid  onto 
him,  Why  fpeak- 
eft  thmi  uko 
them  In  parables? 

tt  Hi  unfwCT* 

cd  and  frid-  unLa 
themt  DrranTt  it 
is  given  unto  yon 
to  Know  the  my* 
£eritKifthckifig~ 
don  of  heaven, 
hot  to  them  it  U 


ik  Tor  whom¬ 
ever  hath,  to  him 
fhall  be  given ,  and 
he  (halt  hav  c  more 
abundance  ;  but 
wbufbevtr  hath 
not,  from  him 
(Wall  be  taken  a- 
wty  even  dot  tie 
hath. 


1 3  Therefore 
(peak  t  M  them 
in  fwntble$ :  Lre- 
nniic  they  feeing, 
fee  not ;  andhear* 
tog ,  they  hear 
not,  neither  do 
they  underftand. 


8  u  Bat  another  part  of  the  feed  was  fown  in  a  good  foil, 
which  brought  forth  com  to  maturity,  in  various  do 
grecs,  from  thirty  to  an  hundred  fold  increafe  :n— Thereby 
meanin;:,  that  there  are  other  hearers,  whofe  hearts  are 
formed,  by  the  grace  of  God,  for  a  due  reception  and 
entertainment  of  the  word  j  who  have  a  fpiritual  un- 
derftandmg  of  its  truth  and  excellence,  and  of  their  own 
concern  in  it;  and  are  fo  deeply  imprefled  by  it,  as  to 
bring  forth  fruits  of  right  eoofnefs,  more  or  lets,  and 
that  to  the  hteft  age. 

9  Whomever  is  capable  of  hearing,  and  defirotis  of 
being  inftru£ted,  let  him  ferioufly  confide*  the  truth  and 
importance  of  what  I  fay* 

to  As  our  Lord  had  delivered  this  parable  without 
an  interpretation,  his  difciplcs,  being  furprized  and 
troubled  at  it,  came  to  him  when  he  was  alone,  (Mark 
ir.  fo+)  and  alked  him  why  he  taught  the  people  only 
by  fimilitudes,  without  explaining  them  ? 

1 1  He  anfwering  faid  to  them.  The  reafon  of  it  lies 
in  the  holy,  wife,  and  fovereign  difpcnfarioit  of  God’s 
free  mercy,  who  gives  or  with  holds  a  dear  and  faring 
difenvery  of  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel,  relating  to 
the  lcingdom  of  grace  and  glory,  when  and  where,  to 
what  degree  and  in  what  manner,  ftema  heft  in  his 
fight :  Ye  are  the  people  of  his  choice  >  he,  in  his  good 
pleafure,  has  opened  your  eyes,  and  defigns  to  open 
them  yet  more  and  more;  but  it  has  not  pleafed  him  to 
heliow  the  like  favour  upon  the  multitude,  nor  have  they 
any  claim  to  it* 

12  For  the?  who,  under  divide  influence,  have  a 
true  fpiritual  knowledge  of  the  great  things  of  my  king¬ 
dom,  and  who,  like  me  good-ground  hearers,  honeftly 
receive  the  word  of  God,  and  bring  forth  excellent  fruit, 
ftiall  have  ftill  a  greater  abundance  of  means  for  their 
further  improvement,  that  his  diftinguifhmg  love  may 
operate  to  their  growth  in  light  and  grace,  till  they  ob¬ 
tain  complete  faivation ;  But  they  who,  like  the  other 
forts  of  hearers,  either  will  not  confider,  or  do  not  care 
to  know  or  to  profit  by  the  word  ;  even  the  means  they 
already  enjoy  ihnll  be  juftly  taken  from  them,  inftead 
of  their  having  ftill  better  added  to  be  loft  upon  them* 

13  The  rcafon  therefore  of  my  fpeaking  to  them  in 
parables,  without  an  explication,  is,  that  they,  by  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  may  he  left  to  their  own 
wilful  ohftinacy  and  hlindnefs;  becanfe,  feeing  the  moll 
imqueftionable  miracles,  they  will  not  be  convinced  by 
them ;  and  bearing  the  mod  excellent  and  intelligible 
dodlrines  of  my  kingdom,  they  wilt  not  regard  them, 
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fi 


V4  And  b 

than  »  falfilki 
the  prophecy  of 
Efuas  |  which 
faith*  By  hearing 
y<  (tali  htVy  Mid 
Hiatt  not  under- 
fhnd;  and  feeing* 
yc  lhaLl  kc,  arid 
ihriinot  perceive: 

iS  For  this 
peoples  heart  is 

w.txcd  poll,  and 
their  ears  an  doll 
of  bearing,  and 
their  eyes  they 
hive  doled t  Idl 
at  any  time  they 
Oviiilii  fee  with 
tf ‘dr  tjci,  and 
hear  with  tbrir 
can,  and  (hould 

□atUrfljud  with 
their  heart,  and 
fluiild  be  cwj  vert¬ 
ed,  and  1  flu  mid 
heal 


t$  Bnt  btefted 
art  your  eyes,  for 
they  lee;  and  your 
ears ,  for  they 
hear* 


jy  Tor  verily  l 
fay  unto  yon,  that 
many  prophets 
and  righteous 
irw  have  defired 
tu  (l-cihofc  things 
which  yt  fee,  and 
have  not  fetn 
them  ;  and  to 
h^.r  thoft  things 
whidi  ye  bear, 
and  have  not 
Ircn  J  thrm* 


nor  admit  the  evidence  that  Alines  in  them ;  bat  obfti- 
nately  {hut  their  eyes  againft  the  cleareit  light  of  my 
plainer  preaching  to  them* 

14  And  fothc  prophecy  of  Ifaiah  is  fulfilled  again  in 
this  people,  (Jfa,  vi.  9,  to.)  where  he  fpeaks  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  pur  pole:  They  (hall  hear  and  fee  the  great  and 
glorious  things  of  divine  revelation,  and  (hall  be  given 
up,  for  their  wilful  obffinacy,  to  fuch  a  judicial  blind¬ 
ness  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  that  they  (hall  not 
have  a  true  fpititual  difeerning  of  them,  nor  feel  their 
effeQual  impreflion. 

15  For  this  people  being  righteoufly  left,  in  the  aw¬ 
ful  judgment  of  God,  to  them  (elves,  their  hearts  are  , 
become  fenfual  and  ftupid,  like  JeJhurvn' s,  who  waxed 
fat,  aid  kicked  againft  the  Loid,  [Deut.  xxxii.  15.); 
and  their  ears  are  refolvedly  (hut  again  It  the  found  of 
the  gofpel,  like  tbt  deaf  adder ,  which  fops  her  ears.,  aad 
■wiU  net  hearken,  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer ,  charming 
never  fo  wifely,  (Plat,  Iviii.  4,  5.)  They  behave  with 
fuch  enmity  and  oppofition,  as  if  they  were  afraid,  kft, 
one  time  or  other,  light  and  power  {hould  force  them- 
felves  through  their  eyes  and  ears,  and  they  (hould  be 
convinced  of  the  wickednefs  of  their  hearts  and  the  er¬ 
ror  of  their  ways,  and  their  difohedient  fouls  (hould  be 
turned  to  the  wifdora  of  the  juft  ;  and  left  1  (hould  work 
a  thorough  change  upon  them :  It  is  therefore  (it  that 
they  (hould  be  let  alone  to  periih  in  their  chofcn  igno¬ 
rance  and  infenfibility. 

16  But  as  for  you,  my  dilciptes,  God  has  kinder  dcligns 
of  grace  toward  you,  and  has  begun  to  difeover  them 
already:  Ye  are  happy,  and  (hall  be  blefl'ed  indeed: 
God  has  given  you  the  feeing  eye,  and  the  hearing  ear; 
he  has  turned  you  from  darkHcfs  unto  light,  and  made 
you  obedient  to  the  voice  of  his  word;  and  has  inclined 
your  hearts  to  delire  ftill  more  and  more  to  know  and 
do -his  will. 

1 7  And  the  bteftednefs,  which  ye  are  hereby  parta¬ 
kers  of,  tranfeends  all  that  ever  was  enjoyed  by  any  be¬ 
fore  you.  For  1  foiemnly  allure  you,  that  the  ancient 
patriarchs,  and  many  of  the  prophets  and  Old-Tefta- 
ment  faints,  earned) y  longed  to  fee  and  hear  the  glori¬ 
ous  things  concerning  me  and  my  kingdom,  which  now 
are  difplayed  before  your  minds,  and  fa  lute  your  eyes 
and  cars:  But  this  high  favour  was  not  granted  to 
them ;  they  had  only  a  glimmering  dawn  in  types  and 
(liadows,  or  diftant  views  in  the  pronrifes,  of  the  great 
bleffednefs  and  glory  which  I  am  now  dearly  revealing 
to  you. 

18  “ 


j.  v 


etf 


rfi  I  [car  yc 

tlirii  fnrc  tht  pi- 
tjhlc  of  the  tow¬ 


er. 
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1 8  To  you  therefore  I  will  fully  explain  the  parable 
of  the  fower,  which,  as  ye  wilt  fee,  reprefems  the  preach* 
ers  of  the  gofpel  going  forth  to  fpread  abroad  its  doc¬ 
trines,  like  precious  feed,  with  very  different  fucceff 
upon  levcral  forts  of  perfons. 

19  The  way-fide,  on  which  the  feed  was  cart,  figni- 
Ces  fuch  carelefs  ftupid  hearers  of  the  gofpel  as  neither 
reliffi  nor  underftand  its  truth,  nor  make  any  feriouj 
reflections  upon  it;  and  Satan,  that  wicked  adversary, 
proves  too  h*ird  for  them  by  his  temptations,  which  car* 
ry  their  minds  off  from  the  word,  and  leave  them  as  un¬ 
concerned  about  it,  and  as  effefluaily  hinder  their  pro¬ 
fiting  by  it,  as  if  they  had  never  heard  It, 

20,  at-  The  ftony  ground,  on  which  the  feed  was 
fown,  figuifies  fuch  hearers  as  attend  to  the  word,  and 
have  fomefudden  fiafhes  of  joy  in  their  affections,  and 
fonie  huffy  reflations  fpr  Qrxl  and  religion  while  they 
are  hearing  it;  hut  it  not  being  entertained  by  faith 
and  love,  and  fettled  as  a  governing  principle  in  their 
hearts,  it  loon  comes  to  nothing;  and  in  a  time  of  temp* 
tatiou  and  perfection  for  the  gofpel’s  tike,  they  are  dif- 
couraged,  and  turn  apoffates;  apd  thereby  prove,  that, 
not  with  ft  an  ding  all  their  fits  of  zeal  and  fervour,  their 
hearts  were  never  thoroughly  penetrated  and  changed 
hy  what  they  heard* 

22  The  foil  full  of  thorns,  on  which  the  feed  fell, 
fignifies  thofe  hearers,  that  fo  far  embrace  the  word,  as 
to  make  a  promifing  profcfKon  of  the  dodtrine  of  Chri- 
ft i unity,  and  to  havefome  good  appearances  of  reforma¬ 
tion  by  it;  hut  through  their  anxious  care  about  the 
things  of  this  world,  and  tbeir  eager  purfuit  after  its 
riches  and  pleafures,  (Luke  via.  14.)  their  fenfual  hearts 
entangle,  deceive,  and  overfet  them,  and  ail  is  Killed 
before  it  ever  comes  to  maturity. 

23  And  (j*)  the  good  ground,  that  was  fown  with 
the  feed,  fignifies  fuch  hearers  as  receive  the  word  of 
God  into  new  apd  under  ft  an  ding  beam;  where,  un¬ 
der  tbc  influence  of  divine  grace,  its  takes  root,  is  che» 
rifbed  and  improved,  and  produces  abundant,  genuine 
fruits  of  liglueoufncfs,  to  the  pnife  and  glory  of  God, 
though  in  feme  twice  or  thrice  as  much  more  as  in  o- 
thers  f,  even  to  the  greateft  plenty  that  human  nature 
in  its  prefent  imperfect  ilare  is  capable  of. 

24,  25*  lint  this  was  not  the  only  parable  which  Je- 
fus  fpake  to  the  pepole ;  He  furthermore  delivered  ano¬ 
ther, 
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i*no  them,  Gy- 
i:(ff  The  kia$- 
!<>m  of  heaven  is 

kcirt*4  rniTO  a 
H411  whfchfuvfid 
jq:h1  feed  in  hu 

irid: 

if  Bat  vhUe 
nen  Hcpt^  hifrt- 
:einy  ouao  and 
iiwcd  Ulti  a* 

r,**ng  the  wheat* 
ind  went  hit  way* 


But  when 

ihr  bhrfc  was 
lpmn£  Up,  and. 
br-'Ugiit  forth 
fruit ,  then  ap¬ 
peared  the  tarn 
ilfo* 


ay  So  the  fer- 
Tantsof  the  houfc- 
holder  came  and 
Ibid  unco  him  B 
Sir  ,  didfl  not 
th(»u  low  nod 
feed  in  thy  odd  ? 
from  vhetiec  then 
tuth  it  tares  ? 


iS  HeCudun- 
to  them.  An  c~ 
nc my  bath  done 
this*  The  fir* 
rants  Paid  onto 

him,  Wtft  thoo 
then  that  we  go 
and  gather  them 

np£ 


ip  But  he&M, 
Niy  t  IcO,  while' 
ye  gather  np  the 
ure»,  ye  root  up 
Mt  the,  wheat 
kith  rhem* 

VOL.  i. 


ther,  faying}  “  The  fine  of  the  gofpel -church,  of  bf  the 
MdffiahV  kihgdotn  in  this  world}  is  like  what  befifl  air 
hufbandman,  who  fowed  good  feed  in  his  field  ;  but} 
whilft  his  fervant  flept,  an  enemy  came  privately-  in  the 
night}  and  fowed  tares  among  the  wheat*  and.  then 
withdrew  that  he  might  not  he  dUcovered Our  Lord 
thereby  intimating,  that*  he  himfelf,  firft  by  bis  ownr 
miniftry,  and  afterwards  by  the  miniftry  of  his  fervanlSi 
fent  his*  gofpel^  and  planted  his  grace  in  the  hearts  of 
many,  to  form  a  church  for  himfelf  in  the  world  ;  but 
whilft  his  fervants  and  people  were  oft" from  their  watch 
and  guard,  the  devil,  that  great  enemy  to  him  and  fouls, 
fecretly  raifed  up  falfe  teachers  and  hypocritical  profef- 
fors  among  them,  who  lay  concealed  for  a  while,  infi- 
nuating  them  (elves  hy  fpecious  errors,  and  outward  ap¬ 
pearances  of  piety. 

z6  “  But  as,  when  the  go ott  feed  grew  up,  and  bore 
fruit,  then  the  tares  likew  ife  began  to  difeover  them- 
felves So  after  fome  time,  when,  in  a  day  of  perfec¬ 
tion  and  trial,  found  Chriftians  (hall  appear  to  have  the 
grace  of  God  in  truth,  by  their  faith  and  patience,  their 
brave  andwpen  profeflion  of  his  name,  and  their  holy 
lives ;  then  falfe  pretenders  will  difeover  themfdves,  by 
a  contrary  temper  and  behaviour. 

27  “  The  hufbandman’s  fervants,  feeing  the  tares  ap* 

pear  with  the  wheat,  feemerl  furprifed,  as  well  as 
troubled  at  it ;  and  alked  their  matter,  how  this  came 
to  pals,  fince  he  fowed  only  good  feed  in  his  fif  id  So 

Chrift’s  faithful  fervants  and  people  are  grieved,  and 
even  amazed,  to  fee  that  his  excellent  and  holy  gofpei 
fliould  be  perverted  and  a  bn  fed  by  any  of  its  preachers 
and  profeflbrs,  to  the  introducing  of  dangerous  errors 
and  immoralities  into  the  church  and  the  world  i  and 
they  are  much  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  it. 

28  “  The  mafter  told  his  fervants,  it  was  an  enemy 
that  had  Town  tares  among  his  wheat ,  upon  which 
they  afleed  him,  whether  they  fhonld  go  immediately 
and  weed  them  out ? ” — So  Chrift  knows  all  the  mifehie- 
▼ous  devices  and  works  of  Satan  and  his  in  (hum  ears  * 
and  when  his  fervants  and  difciples  come  to  di (cover  the 
falfe  pretenders  to  Chriftianity,  they  want  to  know 
what  to  do  with  them  ;  and  afk  counfel  of  him,  whether 
they  fliall  not  immediately  call  them  all  out  of  the 
church  ? 

39,  30.  “  But  them  after  anfwered  them,  Do  nothing 
raflily,  left,  while  ye  are  plucking  up  the  tares,  ye  root 
up  the  wheat  with  them :  To  avoid  this  danger,  let 
them  both  (land  till  harveft;  and  then  1  will  order  the 

%  G  ,  reap  era 


49 


3©  Let 
ffow  together, 
um*l  the  harvd): 

in  the  time  of 
barvcfl*  t  will  fey 
to  ibe  reajKrj^ 
Gather  ye  top> 
tfref  Grit  the 
IpBtt,  ami  bind 
them  id  bvndlfi 
fti  burn  them : 
Irak  gather  the 
'■heat  lot©  07 
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both  tn  tibd  nut  thd  fftrpa. 
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reapers  to  take  oat  the  tares,  and  bum  them  all  toge¬ 
ther,  and  to  gather  the  wheat  into  the  barn  ^ — So, 
when  there  is  any  danger  of  mistaking  true  believers 
for  hypocrites,  or  of  ftumbling  and  grieving  Gncerc 
Chriftians  by  any  over’ rigorous  difeipline,  Chrift  would 
have  his  fervants  and  churches  to  be  very  cautious  in 
catting  ont  offenders,  left  they  thould  excommunicate 
faints  inftcad  of  tinners,  or  give  oc cation  to  fome  up¬ 
right  fouls  to  leave  the  communion  of  the  church :  And, 
rather  than  run  any  ritks  of  this  kind,  he  directs  them 
not  to  proceed  in  a  way  of  cenfure  again  II  f  perfons  of 
barely  fufpicious  characters  j  but  to  leave  them  to  his 
immediate  judgment  at  the  end  of  the  world  }  when  he 
will  order  his  angels  to  feparate  the  precious  from  the 
vile,  and  will  call  all  the  hypocrites  and  unbelievers 
together  into  the  lake  that  burns  for  ever  and  ever,  and 
receive  all  his  true  -difeipies  to  himfelf,  that  where  he 
is,  there  they  may  be  alfo, 

31,  32-  He  likewife  fpake  another  parable  to  the 
people,  faying,  “  The  eofpel- kingdom  in  this  world  is 
like  a  grain  of  muftanl- wed,  which  a  man  fowed  in  his 
field,  and  which  indeed  is  one  of  the  lead  of  feeds  j 
but,  when  it  grows  up  to  maturity,  is  one  of  the  biggeft 
plants  among  all  herbs,  and  becomes,  as  it  were,  a 
tree,  large  enough  for-  the  biids  to  lodge  and  huild  their 
nefta  in  its  boughs,”  $ — Our  Lord  thereby  meant,  that 
his  gofpel  in  the  world,  and  his  grace  in  the  foul,  at 
their  fiift  beginnings,  make  but  a  fmall  and  obfeure 
appearance  $  they,  like  the  dawp.  of  the  morning,  are 
fcarce  difccrnible,  and,  like  the  day  of  fmall  things, 
are  in  tbe  account  of  carnal  men  very  contemptible  j 
bttt  b>:  degrees  they  grow  and  fpread,  til!  thev  fill  the 
3 ;  tViuchcrpa-  heart  in  which  they  are  planted,  and  even  HU  the  earth  j 
table  linke  lie  un-  fo  that  Gentilet*  as  well  as  (ball  find  refreshment 

i  «Kl  in  Aoi. 

to  ii  like  -un-  33  He  aUo  delivered  another  parable  to  tbe  fame 
tok.vcn,  which  purrwfe,  faying,  «*  'Hie  gofpel 'kingdom  is  like  a  little 

hid  in  three  ntta-  ieaven  that  a  woman  covered  up  in  three  mea hires 

Aim  which 


3 1  Another 
parable  pur  he 
forth  vitro  them, 
faying,  The  kin  5- 
tlocn  of  haTfn  is 
like  a  piin  of 
miriUrd  fad  , 
■which  a  man  lock 
and  G>wcd  la  his 
field  c  ■ 

31  Which  in¬ 
deed  i?  the  tart 
of  ill  feed*  \  but 
■when  it  li  £n»wut 
it  u  the  great*  ft 
■aong  hcrlw,ind 

becnmcih  ft  tree, 

fa  that  the  birds 
of  the  air  come 


NOTES* 

t  The  rcalon  Chrift  gives  for  letting  the  miniftert  and  chorchc*  have  nothing  to  do^ 
Cores  a  Lone!  intimates  tnit  he  here  (peaks  tn  a  way  of  extirpation,  wiffr  ikta  far  art 
©niy  of  profilers  of  dubious,  though  ©f  w-  (j  Cor,  y.  ti,  s  j-}  it  fern*  nece£ 

r>  roJcdekjufi  chaTaflcrfi,  who  may  pofCbly  (ary  to  uoderfbnd  it  of  the  vifible  church  a 
M  Cjh  rift  bans,  iKtfwjcb  (Uniting  iuroe  ap-  fprdil  through  the  world,  or  it  Jeaft  U  ha* 

praraiifts  10  the  contrary :  Fnr  notorkniny  ving  a  mixture  of  irypuoriter  wfch  true  b©- 
tricked  per  Jon*,  ud  icand&hmt  apoftato,  lltnrt  while  it  it  in  the  world, 
may  undoubtedly  he  call  oat  of  the  viliblc  f  I'he  muftard-trec  in  that  country  grew 
church,  wUIu»ut  dinger  of  mi  (taking  uoe  to  a  prodigious  lize, 

believers  for  them,  or  of  doing  any  injury  to  §  Three  meafhie?  faro  ro  be  here  men** 
the  inviwcrtfl  of  Chrift  in  rue  world.  And  tioned  as  the  ootoimin  quantity  tlta  waa 
thtfujjh  the  u-urlri  is  (aid  10  be  the  held,  iu  knuaded  at  once,  i Jen*  xvuL  K. ;  and 
which  the  tare*  rw  (own,  y*r,  36, i  yet  w  ftwrfb  fa ys  they  mad *  an  tpbah  or 
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fijra  of  mnit  till 
the  whole  TO 
Itiveaed. 


34  All  tfccfe 
tkinp  fpofce  Jfr 
lus  onto  the-  mol- 
ttEudo  la  pare- 
bln;  ini  with* 
oat  s  pinble 
fpakc  be  not  un¬ 
to  them ; 

3f  That  it 
might  be  fulfilled 
which  «a*Jpofccn 

by  the  prophet^ 
fiying,  I  will  o* 
pen  noy  amnth  in 
parables;  (  wiU 
otter  things 
which  have  beat 
kept  fteta  from 
the  fcaodrion  of 
die  world, 

36  TbenJeTac 

lent  the  multitude 
twnyt  end  went 
into  the  Koq&  ; 
and  his  diftipln 
came  lotto  him, 
fitting  (  Declare 

iLDto  ns  the  pare- 
ble  of  ihctuuof 
the  fiefch 

37  He  wfvrcr- 
cd  and  fud  unto 
them ,  He  that 
fcwcth  the  good 
iced  b  the  Son  of 
man; 

36  Jbe  field  u 
the  world ;  the 
good  feed  arc  the 
children  of  the 
kingdom;  bat  the 
une$  are  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  wic¬ 
ked  m ; 


39  Thecncmy 
that  fowed  them 
is  the  deril ;  the 
harvtft  is  the  cod 
*f  the  world;  and 

the 
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which  made  a  great  quantity  of  meal  j  and  there  it  lay 
and  worked,  till  it  diffufea  irfclf  through  the  whole- 
mats  — Thereby  meaning,  that  his  gofpel  and  bis 
grace,  which  at  firfl  lie  hid  in  the  heart,  and  in  die 
world,  tbould  fecredy  work .  with  fitch  divine  efficacy, 
as  to  fanCtify  all  the  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  all  the 
members  of  the  body,  andfpread  them  lei ves  by  degrees 
through  all  nations,  to  captivate  them  to  the  obedience 
offaith. 

34  Our  Saviour  fpake  all  tbefe  things  to  the  people 
in  parables,  and  in  no  other  way  ;  giving  them  only 
the  flirt iiituiics  tbemfdves,  without  explaining  their  iig- 
nification. 

35  And  be  did  this,  among  other  rcafims,  that 
what  was  faid,  with  a  prophetic  Ipirit,  {Pfal,  lxxviii.  2.) 
might  be  fulfilled  in  him,  viz.  /  will  open  my  mouthnt 
parables,  I  will  utter  dark  fayingt  of  old ;  as  that  may 
be  underftood  with  a  reference  to  the  my  fieri  cs  of  the 
gofpel,  which  have  been  hid  in  the  counieis  of  God 
from  eternity,  and  under  the  obfeurity  of  types  and 
Shadows  from  the  beginning  of  the  world ;  and  which 
Cbrill  bjmfdf  delivered  in  a  myfterious  manner  to 
tbofc  that  would  not  receive,  not  even  bear,  plainer  re* 

relations. 

36  Then  Jefus  difinifled  the  multitude  and  went 
into  -an  houfe,  where  hia  difciples  came  to  him,  and  de- 
fired  that  he  would  particularly  explain  to  them  the 
parable  of  the  tares  growing  up  with  the  wheat  in  the 
field. 

37  And  as  be  ufed,  when  he  had  them  alone,  to  o- 
pen  his  mind  and  heart  freely  to  them,  he  told  them, 
chat  by  the  bnfbandman,  who  fowed  the  good  corn,  was 
meant  bimfdf,  who  preached  the  pure  gofpd  in  his  own 
perfonal  miuiltry,  and  by  the  minillration  of  chofe 
whom  he  fent  to  raife  op  a  feed  to  ferve  him : 

38  That  fay  the  fieid  was  meant  the  world  of  man* 
kind,  through  which  he  would  fpread  his  church ;  that 
by  the  good  feed  was  meant  true  believer^  who  were 
begotten  by  the  gofpel,  and  made  the  fubje&s  of  his 
kingdom  of  grace  ;  but  that  by  the  tares,  growing  up 
among  the  wheat,  were  meant  falfe  teachers  and  hypo¬ 
crites,  wbo,  under  %  profefiion  of  religion,  crept  into  the 
church,  but  really  were  the  children  and  inflruments 
of  the  devil,  beating  his  image,  and  doing  his  work. 

39  He  further  told  them,  that  by  the  enemy,  who 
lowed  the  tares,  was  meant  the  devil,  who  doeth  all  the 
mifehief  he  can  in  the  church  and  in  tbe  world;  that 
bv  the  karveft  was  meant  the  day  of  judgment,  w  hi  rh 

*  G  2  frail 
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the  reapers are  the 


40  A$  there¬ 
fore  the  tare* 
^rt  gathered  and 
burned  hi  the  fires 
fo  Hull  it  be  in  the 
tad  of  this  world. 


4t  The  Sort  nf 
m*n  dull  lend 
forth  iiU  in«lit 
tndchey  {half  ga¬ 
ther  out  of  his 
kingdom  till 
thi'10*  that  of  - 

O 

print t  and  Incm 
v  do  iniqut- 

<jt 

4*  And  tball 

talt  them  into  a 
furnace)  of  fire  ; 
there  fliall  be 
wailing  and 
(oiAuBgof  teeth. 


43  Then  dull 
the  righteous 
fhine  forth  as  the 
fan,  in  tl>c  kinjj- 
doin  of  char  Fa¬ 
ther  Who  hath 
care  to  hear,  bee 
him  hear* 


44  Again,  the 

kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven  u  like  onto 
trcifurc  hid  in  a 
field :  the  which 
when  a  nun  hath 
fmind,  heliifkthj 
and  for  joy  there¬ 
of  goerh  andfeU* 

aii  ail  that  he 
huh,  and  buyeth 
that  fitkL 


fbaft  bs  at  the  end  or  time ;  that  by  the  reapers  were 
meartt  the  holy  angels ,  tv  bo  excel  in  firength ,  and  do  his 
eotftrn&ndmenti,  hearkening  to  the  voice  of  his  word, 

(Pfal.  ciii.  50  ) 

40  And  that  as  the  tares,  in  the  parable,  were  in  the 
ti  me  of  harveft  picked  out  from  the  wheat,  and  oft  in¬ 
to  the  fire  and  burnt ;  fo  it  fliall  he  at  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment,  in  the  reparation  that  will  he  made  between  the 
righteous  and  the  wicked  ;  when,  the  former  being  taken 
up  to  heaven,  the  latter  fhall  be  caft  into  hell,  to  fufier 
the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire. 

41  Then,  faid  he,'  the  Mefliah  (half  Gt  upon  the 
throne  of  his  glory,  and  fend  forth  his  angels  to 
bring  all  nations  before  him  ;  and  they  fliall  feparate, 
from  among  the  fubje&s  of  his  vtfible  church  or  king¬ 
dom,  all  the  falfe  teachers  and  hypocrites,  unbelievers 
and  workers  of  iniquity,  who  were  an  occaiion  of 
ftumhling,  or  were  fome  way  injurious  to  his  true  mem¬ 
bers,  and  lay  concealed,  or  not  clearly  diftinguifhed 
in,  and  not  feparared  from,  bis  vilible  church  before ; 

4z  And  thole  holy  angels,  as  the  executioners  of  his 
juftice,  and  as  milliners  to  do  his  will,  fliall  call  them 
all  together,  Hke  bundles  of  weeds  fit  for  nothing  but 
dcftruQion,  into  the  fire  of  hell,  heated  by  the  dreadful 
wrath  of  God  ;  Where  they  fliall  be  everlaftingly  tor¬ 
mented  with  the  utmoft  horror,  angniflt,  and  bitter  re¬ 
flections  on  their  folly  and  wickednefs,  lofs  andmifery: 

43  And  then  the  children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  glo¬ 
ry,  fliall  fliine  in  robes  of  perfect  righteoufnefs ;  and 
ihall  break  forth'  out  of  obfeurity,  like  the  fun  from  be¬ 
hind  a  dark  cloud,  into  illuftrious  light,  in  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  and  felicities  of  thdr  Father's  immediate  pre¬ 
fence  and  kingdom.  Whofoever  is  capable  of  bearing, 
and.defirous  to  know  thefe  important  things,  let  him 
ferioufiy  confider  them  with  a  reference  to  Ins  own  con¬ 
cern  in  them. 

■  ■  ’ 

44  Our  Lord  moreover  added  fevend  other  parables, 

faying,  M  The  gofpel- kingdom,  for  the  excellence  of  its 
blcffings,-  is  like  a  rich  mine  tharlies  under  ground  in 
a  field  i  and  when  a  man  has  found  it,  he  conceals  the 
difeovery  in  his  own  mind,  and,  in  tbe  abundance  of 
his  joy,  goes  and  fells  aft  that  he  has  to  buy  tbe  field 
which  contains  this  treafure.”—  Chrift  hereby  intimating, 
that  he  himfclf  is  our  richeft  treafure,  as  all  the  (lores 
of  wifdom'  and  knowledge,  and  all  fulnefs  of  righre- 
oufnefs  and  grace,  with  all  the  riches  of  falvation, 
are  in  him  ;  and  that  he  licshid  from  the  carnal  unbe¬ 
lieving  world  in  the  gofpel,  which,  like  a  field,  is  open 

to 
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to  alij  but  when  a  (inner,  under  the  guidance  of  God’s 
Spirit,  has  (b  arched  and  found  him  there,  he  hides  him 
in  hie  own  heart,  rejoices  to  think  what  a  precious 
treafure  be  .has  found,  and  is  ready  to  part  with  alt 
things  in  the  world,  that  he  may  obtain  an  incereft  in 
it,,  and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  toe  word. 

4J  Agib,  the  ■  ^ <5.  To.the  like  purpofo  be  (aid,  "The  ble  (fines  of 

kingdom  of  he**  ■  #■  1  i  ►  '  1  i*i  if'  j*  ” 

the  gofpel- Kingdom  are  like  a  pearJ  of  exceeding  great 
value,  which  being  found  by  a  merchant  who  was  in* 
q  taring  after  rich  commodities  of  that  bind,  he  went 
and  fold  all  that  he  was  worth,  to  huy  it,”— So  Chrift, 
together  with  bis  blefliogs  in  the  gofpel,  is  a  pearl  of 
ineltimable  price,  which  being  once  difeovered  by  one 
who  is  in  earneft  fee  king  after  bis  trileft  happinefs,  be 
is  willing  to  part  with  all  the  riches  and  enjoyments  ot 
this  world,  rather  than  not  obtain  a  property  in  him.  " 
47,  48,  49,  50.  Ojicc  more  he  added.  The  gofpel  of 
the  kingdom  is  like  a  net  caft  into  the  fca,  which  ga¬ 
thered  all  forts  of  fifti,  and  was  filled  with  good  and 
bad  together  :  And  when  the  filher men,  drew  it  alhore* 
they  fat  down  to  fe  pa  rate  the  111$  and  preferved  the  good, 
hot  threw  away  the  bad,— So  the  gofpel  is  preached 
promiicuoully  to  ail  by  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  whom 
he  has  made  fitbers  of  men :  They  let  down  the  evan¬ 
gelical  net  at  his  command,  who  brings  many  fouls 
under  it}  and  by  means  thereof  a  viGblc  church  is  ga¬ 
thered,  confining  of  true  believers  and  hypocrites;  But 
at  the  end  of  the  world,  when  the  gofpel- minijbyfhall 
have  fully  accompHOied  its  defign,  the  holy  angels  fhatl 
be  fent  to  fe  pa  rate  the  hypocrites  from  the  righteous  : 
And  then,  as  they  who  have  the  grace  of  God  in  trutti 
fhail,  by  the  miniftry  of  angels,  be  fafely  lodged  in 
heaven;  lb  nominal  profeflbrs  fliall  be  caft  into  hell ; 
where  will  be  terrible  agony  and  wo,  defpair  and  rage  ; 
and  where  they  will  have  a  long  eternity  to  lament  their 
fin  and  folly,  in  taking  up  with  an  external  form  of 
godUntffy  and  at  the  lame  time  denying  the  power  there¬ 
of  (2  Tim.  iii*  5.) 

51  When  Jefus  bad  fpoken  all  thefe  parables,  he,  to 
try  his  difciples,  and  (hew  his  great  read  in  e& -to  in  (truck 
them,  3 iked,  whether  they  uuderftood  the  meaning  of 
them  all  i  And  they  anfwered,  like  per  foils  fcnfihlc  of 
their  obligations  to  his  favour.  Lord,  we  do. 

52  Then,  as  a  practical  improvement  of  the  whole, 
he  fa M  in  another  parable  to  them,  See  therefore  that 
ye  faithfully  communicate  what  ye  know  to  others,  as 
becomes  gofpel-minifters,  who  fucceed  the  fvrihes  it\ 
thejr  office ;  For  every  preacher  in  my  kingdom,  whet 


ven  is  like  un¬ 
to  a  merchant¬ 
man  ,  fedtiag 
goodly  park: 

46  Who  when 
he  hid  frond  one 
pari  af  great 

price,  wuii.iid 
Ibid  all  that  he 
had,  and  bought 
it, 

47  Again,  the 
kingdom  of  Irea- 
ven  1*  like  unto  a 
net  that  waa  eift 
into  the  lea,  ami 

priced  of  every 

kind  : 

il  wu  folk  thfy 
drew  to  Ihore , 
and  fit  down  mid 
gathered  the  good 
into  vefleli,  but 
aft  the  harf  away. 

40  Sulhalt  it  be 
at  the  end  of  the 

i  - 

world :  thenogeU 
thail  come  forth, 
aiul  fever  the  wic* 
ked  Jrom  aroang 
the  j  uft, 

50  And  (hall 
caft  them  into  the 
furnace  of  fire: 
there  ttull  he  wai- 
iing  and  gnafhiug 
of  teeth. 


ya  Trios  frith 
unto  them,  Have 
yc  u  aderftood  all 
thefe  things? 
They  fay  unto 
him,  Tea,  Lord, 

51  Then  fald 
he  unto  them  , 
Therefore  every 
frribc  which  ism- 
ftrafled  i*pia  the 
kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven,  U  like  unto 

A 


3 


I'O  I 


* 

77>e  Etanqdifl  Matthew  paraphrase.  Ch.  xuj. 


#  man  that  it 
40  Ircufcholdtr  * 


i’Wch  brin^L^h 
forth  out  t>f  hii 
tmliire  thutgi 
new  and  old* 


jj  Aodicctnrw 

when 

J&m  had  fiiiilhrf 
thefe  parables,  he 
H  deponed  thence. 

j4  And  when 
he  «jt5  come  into 
bia  own  nJwitrT, 
he  Utiriit  tbcrtiin 
ih^ir  ^m^egne, 
jnfcmiieh  t.ut 
they  were  alloi 
aifted,  and  faid, 

Vh«ji:ehithth[s 
si  tit  rhhwuifom, 

^nd  thefe  roighiy 
works  l 

55  Is  not  this 
At  eirptatCT1* 
£m?  is  not  his 
IPOtW  called 
WbTj?  and  hts 
tetbran  Jib ict , 
tod  Jofes»andSi~ 
«ian7  ind  Jodis? 

j6  And  has 
fitters,  are  they 
not  all  with  its? 
whence  tbeo  hath 
thb  man  til  thefc 
things  ? 

IT  And  they 
wre  odcotH  in 
him.  But  Jefbs 
Aid  onto  (hen, 
A  prophet  b  not 
wit!  iput  hoi'ionri 
five  in  hb  own 
country,  and  tn 
his  own  hiuiic. 


jS  And  he  did 
Mt  many  mighty 
pork*  there,  be- 
bijJc  of  their  oit- 
IbJUL 


is  himfelf  well  in  ft  rutted  in  the  great  truths  of  religion* 
may  be  likened  to  a  good  Houle  keeper  who  lays  up 
new  and  old  (tores  to  fpend  them  upon  the  family  as 
there  may  be  occafion  \  to  fhquld  he  be  laying  up  trea- 
fures  of  uirine  truth  in  his  mind  and  heart*  that  out  of 
the  Old  and  New  Teftaments*  and  out  of  new  and  old 
inftruttions,  obferrations,  and  experiences*  he  may 
bring  forth  doctrines  fuited  to  all  perfons  and  cafes*  as 
may  be  molt  feafnnable  and  advantageous. 

53  And  when  Jefus  had  gone  through  all  thefe  pa¬ 
rables*  he  left  thofc  parts  : 

54  And  returning  to  Nazareth*  his  own  country* 
where  he  had  been  brought  up*  and  rejetted  before*  he 
preached  ro  the  people  on  the  labbath-day  (Mark vi.  i.) 
in  their  fynagogue*  with  fuch  wifdom  and  authority* 
that  they*  who  knew  his  family  and  education*  were  a- 
mazed  to  think  that  he  fhould  talk  and  att  at  fuch  a  fu* 
peYiur  rate*  and  faid,  How  is  it  poflxble*  that  fo  mean 
and  contemptible  a  man  fhould  be  mailer  of  all  this 
knowledge*  and  fhould  be  able  to  do  fuch  great  things 
to  confirm  what  he  lays  ? 

55,  5 <5.  Is  not  Joftph*  the  poor  carpenter*  hh  Fa¬ 
ther  ?  and  is  not  flic  his  mother*  whom*  without  any 
manner  of  ceremony*  we  commonly  call.  Mary  ?  Are 
they  not  people  of  ordinary*  low  rank*  and  of  no  ac¬ 
count  amongft  ua  ?  And  as  for  all  the  reft  of  his  near- 
eft  kindred.  James  and  Jofes*  Simon  and  Judas*  and 
his  female  relations*  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  xii,  46.}  do 
not  we  know  them  all  ?  are  they  not  a  parcel  of  mean 
and  ignorant  creatures*  of  no  figure  or  learning  ?  How 
then  comes  this  man  to  pretend  to  fuch  high  things  as 
thefe  } 

57  And  they*  on  thefe  accounts*  Rumbled  at  him* 
contemned  him  in  their  hearts*  and  flighted  his  gofpeh 
But  Jefus  defpifed  the  fhame  j  and*  gently  reproving 
them  for  thdr  unreafonable  prejudices  againft  him*  laid* 
A  prophet  is  ufually  received  with  more  honour  and 
advantage  among  {hangers*  who  juftly  form  their  judg¬ 
ment  of  him  by  the  excellence  of  his  dottrine  and  works* 
than  among  his  own  countrymen*  acquaintance*  and 
near  kindred*  who  unrigbtenufly  judge  of  him  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  former  mean  appearances,  and  envy  any  new 
honours-  that  are  put  upon  him*  how  much  foever  he 
may  be  worthy  of  them. 

58  And  therefore  Jefus  worked  but  few  miracles  a- 
mong  this  people*  not  from  any  deleft  of  power  in  him* 
felf,  but  becaufc  of  their  provoking  unbelief*  whereby 
they  obiltoatcly  njefted  hie  dottrine*  and  the  wonders 

he 


Ch.  xii.  Tbt  Evangelift  Matthew  p&raphrafed*  jej 

be  bad  wrought,  which  were  abundantly  ftiJficient  to 
confirm  it* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Of  how  much  greater  value  is  the  guTpel,  than  all  the  roW  of  Opbtr!  It  i«  full 
of  the  richeftmiaes  of  knowledge  and  grace;  Ctarilt  andulvatton  are  its  precious 
treafure;  and  things  new  and  okt  maybe  drawn  from  thence  fiw  a  ftipply  of  every 
want :  It  lies  open  to  all,  but  with  various  fuocefe;  to  fomc  it  is  a  Utout  of  life 
unto  life,  and  to  others  of  death  unto  death!  It  is  of  little  importance  whether  it 
be  preached  in  placet  fet  apart  for  religious  worflup,  or  in  a  common  houfc  or 
fhip^  or  on  the  fea-fhore;  the  great  concern  is*  how  it  is  heard  and  received : 
And,  alas!  How  many  are  there  who  ddpifir  and  rejeft  it !  how  mmy  who  neither 
underhand  nor  confident  \  and  how  many  who  fcou  lofe  the  good  they  Itemed  to 
Have  got  by  itl  Ah  hard  and  treacherous  hearts,  and  wretched  unbelief  i  and  ah 
mtfchicTOUS  temptations  of  Satan,  and  of  thisevtl  world,  that  hide  its^lory  from 
us,  that  prevent  or  iUfle  its  good  impreifions  upon  usa  that  fhut  us  out  from  its 
bteffiiigs,  and  that  endanger  our  being  deprived  of  the  gofpe!  itfdf,  or  our  being 
faded  np  under  judicial  bardnefs  to  cvcrUftiug  deftrutfion  f  But,  blefled  be  Coo, 
there  are  fomc  to  whom  it  is  given  to  know  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom :  The 
golpel  Jhatl  make  its  way  through  all  opposition*  and  leaven  many  fouls  into  its 
own  likenefs;  and  when  once  the  feed  of  grace  is  planted  in  the  heart*  though  it 
beeverfofii^liRitflfiriibcgnminra,  it  fhall  maintain  itsground,  and flourilh in* 
to  perfection*  WbOe  faints  mid  Rimers  fit  utvder  the  rainiftry  of  the  word,  and 
true  beKevtn  and  hypocrite*  mingle  together  in  the  vifiblc  church,  under  a  pro* 
fdflon  of  Ch  rift's  name,  it  is  hard  in  many  in  fiances  for  us  to  diftmgutfti  them : 
But  they  are  ail  known  toGod,  and  ihall  he  made  known  in  the  day  of  judgment* 
then  there  dull  be  an  entire  feparation  between  them :  And  O  happy  they  who 
fhall  be  bound  up  hi  the  bundle  of  life)  The  bundles  of  tares  ihaU  be  cafi  into  de¬ 
vouring  Barnes* 


CHAP. 


XIV. 


foiwunt  and  deaths  t 
loaves  and  two  fijbes^ 
And  healing  many  ftek 


21*  Hit  walking  cn  the  feay  zzt 

-36. 


ihfi 


33 


Tut, 

AT  that  time 

Hnod  the 
frtraith  beard  of 
the  fame  of  Jc- 
fur, 


%  And  Jp£d  mi¬ 
ce  hi*  frnriQt*, 

This 


Paraphrase. 

1ST  this  time,  ChrUPs  difciplcs  having  gone  forth  to 
"  preach  the  gofpel  and  work  miracles  in  his  name* 
(Luts  be.  6*  7.)  his  fame  was  fo  much  fpread  abroad* 
that  it  readied  the  court,  and  came  to  the  ears  of  He* 
rod,  who  was  governor  of  Galilee  t,  under  the  Roman 
emperor*  and  was  the  fon  of  Herod  the  Great  that  flew 
the  infants  at  Bethlehem. 

2  And  when  he  heard  of  Jefus,  and  the  divers  opi¬ 
nions  people  had  of  him*  his  guilty  conference  fmotc 
him  for  having  killed  John  the  Baptift.  Therefore*  in 
the  terror  of  his  mind,  he  faid  to  his  courtiers*  I  cannot 

help 

NOTE. 

ftrifthr  fpcaking,  Was  rither  a  governor  of  the  foarih  pare  of  a  Jtvn£* 
the  fount 


t  A  Trthwck, 

dam  ;  or  one  that  held  the  fourth  risk  of  dignity  in  the  J&sjjkh  empire-  See  the  note  nat 
Zxkt  ili.  z* 


G 


t  ^ 


ic4 

Thw  U  Jflhn  the 

Jbptiftt  he.  if  ri- 

ibifroaiiludadr 
«nd  there  fort 
mighty  w^rfcs  dQ 
Jhcvr  forth  (hen- 
61m  in  him. 


The  Evangtlijl  Matth  e\v  pardpbrafed. 


Ch. 


XIV. 


i 


help  thinking  bat  that  this  is  John  whom  I  beheaded  x 
He  is  l'urcly  rife  a  from  the  dead*  and  endued  with  more 
extraordinary  power  than  he  had  before  ;  and  therefore 
thefe  wonderful  miracles  are  now  wrought  by  him  to 
juftify  his  chara&er;  and  I  wiih  he  he  not  come  to  re¬ 
venge  himfelf  on  me. 

3*  4.  For  this  Herod  had  taken  John  up*  and  order* 
?d  him  to  b&  bound*  and  committed  to  prifbn,  to  gra¬ 
tify  his  own  refentmeuts*  and  to  pleafe  Herodiat  his 
brother  Philip's  wife ;  becaufe  he  had  married  her,  and 
John  freely  told  him  that  it  was  utterly  unlawful  lo  to 
do,  her  hufband  Philip  himfelf  being  then  alive,  and 
having  had  children  by  her.  (See  fPbitby.) 

5  Herod  was  hereby  fo  highly  provoked  at  John,  that 
he  had  a  great  mind  to  put  him  to  death.}  but  was  a- 
ftaid  to  venture  upon  it,  partly  from  the  checks  of  his 
own  cor.fcience,  and  the  veneration  he  had  for  him ; 

1  r  ■“ 

and  partly  from  an  apprehenGon  that  it  might  raife  a 
mutiny  among  the  people,  who  univerfally  efteemed 
and  h6noured  him  as  a  holy  and  infpired  prophet. 

6  But  X  about  an  year  and  half  ^fter  John's  imprifon* 
raent,  when  Herod  was  celebrating  his  tanh-day  with 
feafting  and  jollity  among,  his  friends,  there  was  a  ball 
in  honqur  of  the  day  i  and  the  daughter  of  Herodiai 
dancyjl.,  fo  Jin^ly  before  the  company  t  that  Herod  was 
vaftly  delighted  with  her  ; 

7  Upon  Iwhich  he  engaged  himfelf,  by  a  rafh  oath, 
to  grant  her  any.requeft  flic  fliould  make,  though  it 
fhould  coft  him  half  his  kingdom,  ( Mark  vi.  23*) 

8  Immedi^fely  flie  confulted  bar  mother,  what  to 
afk  in  fiich  a  favourable  j  unilure;  and  her  mother,  ha¬ 
ving  this  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  her  fears  from  Jo 
reproofs*  and  to  g|iu  her  cruet  revenge,  ordered  her  to 
beg  that  the  head  of  John  fbe  Bapiifi  might  be  prefented 
toher  id  a  difh  ;  accordingly  (he  went  hack  with  this 
requeft. 

9  And  as  foon  as  (he  mentioned  it  to  the  king,  he 
was  furpnled  and  troubled  at  it  ;  and  yet,  as  if  ctmfci- 
ence  were  more  concerned  in  keeping  his  wicked  oath 
than  in  breaking  it,  he,  even  on  the  fdtival  of  his  birth¬ 
day,  ordered  the  moiiftroufly  Shocking  iafcrific«  to  be 
made  to  his  own  and  Heredias*  vengeance,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  he  could  not  in  honour  refufe  it,  becaufe  he 
bad  folemnly  fworo  to  the  young  dapifej>  in  the  prefence 

of 

MOTE. 

t  It  i S  compared*  ftysMr  }hm  on  (he  pUtt,  thit  he  lay  a  year  and  half  a  ck-fc  prifoncr, 
Ttv  abvui-ii  much  lime  ifU  tu4  fpent  ia  his  public  mlsiltry,  frciu  hU  licit  entrance 
it*  *1‘  ‘  " 


3  For  Herod 
had  laid  hold  on 

ohtij  and  bound 
lim,  aodpqt  him 
ia  prilqn  for  He- 
rodUfi’  f^ke,  hi* 
brother  Philip’* 
yife. 

4  Fdrjdlin  (aid 
Unto  h*rn,  It  U 
not  i-nyf^  for  thee 
to  have  her* 

’  5  And  when 
he  woq hi ‘  have 

put  bJ*n  todcdrbf 
hefunsdthcTDuU 
t'uudc  t  becaufe 
tbey-couatpdbiiri 
a*  4  prophet. 

.  But  when 
Hcrad's  birthday 

d&D^httr  of  ile- 
yodia*  dancM  be¬ 
fore  them,  aad 
Herod* 

h 

j  'Wbemipon 
he  protai&fl  with 
an  oath,  to  give 
her  *  tut  Jbcrcr  (be 
wquU  afle; 

6  be¬ 

ing  befop  in- 
(traded  of  her 
mother ,  T 

^im  ibe  here 
J6hn  topcift*** 
hea^'ia  4  cbaVgtr. 

■  j 

p  And  the 
king  ferry; 

ueverthefe  t  fw 
the-  ouhj  fake, 

and  than  which 
1st  _wjth  bill*  at 
*n tat  *  he  ctun- 
ihendrd  U.  be 

i««  i<r*. 


Ch 


to  And  he 

Itnt,  ittd  bthtadr 

cd  John,  ut  the 

piiforti 

%  1  And  his 

ht&d  ww  hrotfjht 

b  x  chtfgtr,  and 
given  ti»  the  dam- 
lel  ;  and  Ok 
brought  if  to  her 
mother. 


is  An<lhfcdi~ 
fdples  cunet  and 
took  up-  the  bo- 
dj*  arid  buried  it* 
and  went  and  told 
Jcfiib. 

13  When  Jc- 
fbs  Hurd  0/  if,  he 
departed  thence 
by  (hip  jntn  a  de- 
fart  place*  apart : 
and  when  the  peo¬ 
ple  had-*  heard 

/taw/,  they  fol* 
|u«oi  htm  on  foot 

oil  of  the  cities 


14  And  Jefus 
went  forth,,  aqd 
few  a  great  mul¬ 
titude,  and  was 
mo  red  with  aun- 
ptffioa  coward 
them  p  and  he 
bcakd  their  fick, 
it  And  when 
it  vit  evening, 
hi»  difdpJoomc 

to  him,  laying. 
This  is  a  defert 
place*  and  tlie 
time  i s  uow  paft ; 
feed  the  multi¬ 
tude  away,  that 
they  may  go  into 
Lhc  villages,  and 
buy  themicLvti 
vifhuJs. 


The  EwfiigeliJI  Matthew  faraphrajed.  to; 

of  the  whole  company,  that  be  would  grant  whatfoever 
the  fhould  dk. 

10  Accordingly  he  fent  to  the  prifon ;  and,  without 
any  forms  of  law,  tyrannically  cau&d  John  to  be  private¬ 
ly  beheaded  there. 

11  And  the  head  of  that  holy  good  man,  which  was 
worth  more  than  the  heads  of  -Herod  and  all  his  court, 
was  brought -in  a  dilh,  and  presented  to  the  young  lady} 
and  flte  carried  it  to  her  mother,  that  they,  putting 
off  all  the  tendemefs  of  their  fex,  and  all  the  honour 
of  their  exalted  ftation,  might  barbaroully  triumph  o- 
ver  it. 

1  a  And  when  Johifz  difciples  heard  what  was  done, 
they,  to  teftify  their  aftedion  and  refpeO,  went,  and 
taking  away  the  body,  decently  buried  it $  and  then 
repaired  to  Jefus,  to  give  him  an  account  .of  the  tragi¬ 
cal  ftory. 

13  As  foon  as  Jefus  heard,  not  only  how  Herod  bad 
murdered  John,  but  likewife  the  opinion  he  had  of  hii 
being  rifen  again  from  the  dead,  (ver.  2.)  be,  to  avoid 
the  rage  and  jealoufy  of  this  cruel  tyrant*  and  to  gain 
a  littleTefpite  for  himfelf  and  his  difciples,  went  aboard 
a  vdfcl,  and  nailed  privately  with  them  over  the  lea  of 
Galilee  to  the  a  dart  of  Betbfaida  f,  (Lube  ix'»  10.)  which 
lay  in  the  province  of  Philip,  who  was  a  milder  prince : 
But  as  -he  could  not  eafily  he  concealed,  the.  people, 
having  learnt  whither  he  was  going,  flocked  after  him 
with  allfpeed  from  fercral  cities  a -foot,  taking  a  com- 
pafs  by  land,  and  got  thither  even  before  him.  { Mark 

**■  33*)  .  , 

14  And  Jefus*  at  his  landing,  law  a  valt  multitude 

gathered  together  j  and  finding  feveral  lick  and  weak 
perfons  among  them  whole  faith  brought  them  thither 
for  a  cure,  he,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  compalfiop, 
healed  them,  as  well  as  preached  to  the  people.  -  ( Mark 
vi.  34*)  -  4  . 

15  -  And  toward  evening,  his  difciples  came  and  dc- 
fired  him  to  difinifs  the  company,  that  they  might  go 
to  the  near  eft  towns  or  villages  they  could  come  at, 
and  provide  ncceflaiy  refrdhments  for  themfelves  $  be¬ 
cause  the  day  was  far  fpent,  and  they  were  in  a  iblitary 
part  of  the  country,  which  afforded  no  provifions  to 
fupply  their  wants,  and  prevent  their  fainting,  or  Dif¬ 
fering  in  their  health,  for  lack  of  proper  fuftenancc  in 
due  lealbn. 

16  But 


NOTE. 

f  The  defert  of  Btiifdie  nt  in  Tr&cttmtil,  of  which  PhlRp  was  Tctrarcb, 
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%€  But  Ticfat 
Aid  unto  them. 
They  need  not 
depart}  give  y* 
them  to  at 


if  Add  they 

*r  unto  Mm , 
We  bra  here  hat 

Am  loaves,  ud 

iS  He  Aid, 
Bring  them  hither 

t* 


And  he 
camaiuidcd  the 
tnafrilude  to  fit 
dawn  imtbcgnA, 
sad  took  the  five 
lovrct,  and  the 
t«o  filhe*,  and 
looking  up  tohc3~ 
Ten,  he  bkfled, 
led  brake,  and 
mrc  the  tore  to 
m  dtkiplei}  and 
the  difeipk*  to 
fte  urokhnde* 

I?  And  they 
did  all  cat,  and 
were  filled:  ami 
they  look  op  of 
the  fra gated  ta 
that  irnuined  , 
twelve  haiketi 

full. 

it  And  (hey 
that  bad  nun 
were  about  five 
dvro&nd  men , 
brinks  women 
and  children*  . 

»  Andfiraigto- 
vray  Jefa*  con* 
United 
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16  But  JefW)  refolding  in  himfelf  what  to  do,  fait! 
to  them,  for  the  trial  of  tneic  faith,  and  making  his  in¬ 
tended  miracle  the  more  confpicuous,  There  is  no  fie* 
ceffity  that  they  Ihould  either  be  diftreffed  with  hunger, 
or  go  to  buy  provifions  for  them  fid  vet  ;  let  them  partake 
of  your  food. 

17  Upon  which  they  aafwered,  All  that  we  have  is 
only  five  barley  loaves,  and  two  final]  filhes ;  a  little 
ordinary  fare,  juft  enough  for  ourfelves :  What  will  tbefe 
do  toward  feeding  16  great  a  company  ?  {John  vi.  9.) 

18  Bui  Jefus,  for  the  farther  trial  of  their  faith,  and 
manifeftation  of  his  own  power  and  goodneft,  faid  to 
them.  How  little  foever  your  provifion*  are,  bring  them 
to  me,-  that  I  may  difpofe  of  them  as  1  fee  fit. 

19  And  then,  ordering  the  people  to  fit  down  in  fe¬ 
ver  al  ranks  upon  the  gnu,  he,  in  a  religious  manner, 
looked  up  to  heaven,  and  craved  a  blemng  upon  the 
food,  giving  thanks  t  to  bis  Father  for  it,  ana  fan&i- 
fying  it  for  prefent  ufe  fay  the  word  and  prayer,  there¬ 
in  letting  us  an  example  ?  And  when  he  came  to  break 
the  bread  and  the  6(hes,  they  by  an  aft  of  bis  divine 
power  and  will  increafed  under  his  hand,  who  gave 
them  to  his  dlfciples,  and  they  diftriboted  them  to  the 
multitude- 

70,  21.  And  fo  wonderful  was  the  incresfe  of  this 
fmall  quantity  of  pnwtfiona,  that  though  the  number 
that  eat  of  it  was  five  tbou&nd  men,  befides  women 
and  children,  there  was  enough  to  give  them  all  a  full 
meal,  with  a  remainder  of  as  many  fragments  as  filled  % 
twelve  balkets,  one  for  each  apoftle ;  and  fo  they  were 
no  Infers,  nor  were  they  above  eating  the  broken  meat 
that  was  left. 

21  The  people  were  fo  afte&ed  with  this  miracle, 
that  they  immediately  thought  of  fetting  up  Chrift  for 
0  king,  {John  vi.  15.)  who  could  fo  eafily  fubfift  an 
army  without  any  charge }  and  the  di&iples  notions  a- 
bout  temporal  dominion,  were  flrong  enough  to  difpofe 
them  to  join  in  the  defign :  But  to  prevent  fuch  an  at¬ 
tempt. 


notes. 

+  ChrifVs  lUfiitt  the  food,  is  called  bis  God  of  rotors,  who  had  *  power  intercut  in 
nridg  thank i  in  alike  calc*  (chap*  *v„  jd.  hhniclf  to  perform  them  whenever  tepto- 
JVftfre  vfii.  tf.)  and  in  this  very  cafe,  (Tote  fed  :  And  t*  the  widow's  oil  increafed  in  tbo 
vi.  11.)  And  this,  as  appears  to  me,  related  pouring  it  oat,  (a  Kt*$s  m  4.  drr,}  fo  U  is 
10  his  aflring  >  blefltnjg,  u  was  ufori,  upon  probable  that  Chrift,  by  his  creating  power. 
Jet  meals,  and  not  to  ha  praying  for  a  mtra*  multiplied  this  food  m  breaking  It*  tec  the 
coNraj  multi  plication  of  the  foc5  :  For  I  do  note  on  ATerivui  7. 
not  find  that  our  Lord  ever  wrought  his  mi*  |  Sonic  think  that  each  apoJHe  carried  a 
radcs  by  an  application  to  his  Father  for  af*  baltei  with  him,  as  the  yewj  were  wont  to 
filbnce;  but  be  cosmonljr  managed  them  do  when  they  travelled* 

In  a  fo meijB,  io  dependant  way,  h L*  the 

fTte 
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14  BlttlitcAip 
vae  now  in  the 
midftof  the  fca, 
foiled  with  invest 
for  the  via d  vu 
cocurarj. 

»j  Audio  the 
forth  witch  of 
0 \t  sight*  /efm 
vent  unto  them, 
vaikinr  00  the 

fo 


tempt*  he  obliged  them*  againft  tbcfr  own  will*  to  gee 
into  a  boat  by  tbemfelvcs,  and  row  over  the  lea  of  £*• 
Hire  {Mark  vi.  48.)  whilft  he  ftaid  behind  them  to  dif- 
mih  the  reft  of  the  company,  who  would  then  be  the 
more  eaflly  prevailed  upon  to  go  home. 

23  And,  when  he  nad  got  rid  of  the  multitude,  he 
retired  into  a  mountain  to  pray  to  his  Father  in  fccrct  j 
and  there  continued*  alone,  pouring  out  his  foul  to  him, 
and  keeping  up  holy  communion  with  him,  till  it  was 
night;  the  lecxHid  evening,  which  began  at  the  fnn- 
Jetting,  {Exod.  xii.  6.  and  Dent.  xvi.  6.)  being  then 
come  on. 

24  By  this  time  tbe  dtfciples  had  reached  to  about 
the  middle  of  the  fea ;  but  a  terrible  (lorm  arifing,  and 
the  wind  being  agatnft  them,  their  boat  was  toffcd  a* 
bout  by  tbe  boifterous  waves,  and  they-  were  in  great 
jeopardy  of  their  lives,  and  could  not  get  forward. 

25  But  (r>)  when,  after  long  toiling,  they  were  in 
the  greateft  extremity  and  danger,  Jefus,  like  the  God 
wbeffe  peculiar  property  it  is  to  tread  upon  tbe  waves  of 
tbe  fed)  (Job  ix.  8.)  went  to  them  f  toward  the  morning, 
and  walked  upon  the  tumultuous  waters  as  if  he  had 
been  on  dry  land. 

26  When  the  difciplcs  law  him  walking  upon  the 
fwface  of  the  lake,  and,  for  want  of  more  light,  could 
not  eafily  diftinguilh  him,  they  were  ia  great  conftei- 
nation,  liippofing  it  to  be  an  apparition  of  fome  evil 
fpirit ;  and,  in  their  fright,  cried  out  like  perfons  in  di- 
ftrefs  and  expe&ation  of  fome  mifehief  to  befal  them. 

17  Bat  Jefus,  who  came  for  their  relief,  immediate¬ 
ly  undeceived  and  comforted  them,  faying,  wirb  his 
ufual  voice,  which  they  were  well  acquainted  with.  It 
is  I ;  take  courage,  and  do  not  be  difmayed,  either  at 
this  my  appearance  to  you,  or  at  the  danger  of  the 
ftorm,  from  which  I  am  come  to  lave  you. 

28  Hereupon,  they  beginning  to  recover  from  their 
furprife  and  terror,  Peter,  who  was  always  mod  forward 
among  the  diftiples  to  {hew  his  zeal  and  courage,  faid. 
Lord,  if  it  be  thou  indeed,  command  and  enable  me  to 
come  to  thee  walking  upon  the  water,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  thou  doft. 

29  And  Jefus,  that  he  might  try  his  faith,  convince 
him  of  ita  weaknefs,  and  at  length  confirm  it,  faid  to 
him.  Come  tben,  as  you  have  defired :  And  as  foon  as 
Peter  went  down  from  the  boat,  the  power  of  Cbrift  fo 

far 

NOTE. 

The  Jtm  ordinarily  <Q  tided  iMr  sight  only  into  thru  vridm;  ui  acrounied  tbe 

b,  from  ah«t  three  o'clock,  to  belong  to  the  uMraiog  father  than  to  tbe  night.  {Meet 
»r.l  W.  laid.  Bar.  Mr, 


1#  And  when 

the  difraplea  few 
him  walking  on 
the  Tea ,  they 
were  troubled , 
fey  log,  bis  a  fpi* 
rit  ;  and  they 
cried  cut  for  fear. 

ay  Bat  Anight' 
way  Jefus  ffube 
unto  them,  fey- 
1J|V|  of  Joed 
«Mr;  itisl;  be 
not  afraid. 


it  And  Peter 
infwend  him  and 
£dd.  Lord,  if  it 
be  ebon,  bid  me 
come  onto  thee, 
•a  the  water. 


>9  And  he 
hiii,  Cuat.  And 
when  Peter  waa 
comedown  entof 

(he 


the  drip,  he  walk* 

cd  on  the  water, 
to  gO  to  JtfuA. 

*o  But  when 
be  frw  the  wind 
bciflt-Rm,  he  was 
iii-a  ht  ;  and  lw~ 
fiinmiij  to  ftnkf 
be  critd,  frying. 
Lord,  frv<  me. 

31  And  im¬ 
mediately  J  ci  its 
tf  rvttbedfrwth  tit 

hand,  and  caught 
lunif  and  fiid  un¬ 
to  him,  O  thou 
of  I Uzlt  faith  t 

wherefore  didJt 
tboq  doubt  l 


jz  And  when 
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far  -upheld  bhn,  that- he  really  did  walk  upon  the  water 
toward  his  Lord. 

30  But,  notwith (landing  this  experience  of  extraor- 
din  ary  fuppert,  when  he  felt  the  force  of  the  wind  and 
the  fw« flings  of  the  fea,  his  unbelieving  fears  dampt  his 
fpiriu,  and  nude  him  begin  to  fink;  upon  which  he 
cried  out  with  great  earheftnefs.  Lord,  help  me,  or  elfc 
I  mu  ft  inevitably  periib. 

31  And  C hr ift  heing  as  ready  toaflift  him  as  he  was 
to  afk  it,  immediately  reached  out  -  his  hand,  and 
took  hold  .of  him  to  encourage,  and  fee ure  him ;  but 
at  the  fame  time  reproved  him  for  his  unbelief,  laying. 
After  you  knew  that  it  was  I,  and  bad  experienced  my 
power  in  carrying  you  16  far  through  yOur  danger, 
why,  O  man  of  weak  and  wavering  faith,  Ihould  you 
nevertheless^  .doubt  of  my  further  .care  to  prefer ve  you 
amidft  the  molt  threatening  circumftanccs  that  could  at* 
tend  you  ? 

32  Then  they  went  together  into  the  boat  •,  and,  at 
that  very  inftant,  the  ftoimy  winds  and  waves  were 

into  toe  (hip,  the  .  ,  /  r  a.  1  * 

turned  into  a  perfect  calm.  ' 

33  And  at  this  miraculous  alteration  in  a  moment, 
all  that  were  in  the  veffcl  fell  down  at  Ch  rift's  feet ; 
and,  adoring  his  divine  power  and  companion,  laid. 
Thou  art  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  who  doeft  what  none 
hut  the  forercign  Lord  of  the  umverfe  is  able  to  do. 

34  Now  when  Chrift  was  with  them,  they  loon 
reached  the  port  they  were  bound  for,  and  came  towards 
CaptTTunott)  into  the  country  of  Gennejarcth^  (John  vi. 
1 7.  ami  Mark  vi.  53.)  where-  he  bad  been,  and  wrought 
miracles  before,  (chap*  viii.) 

35  And  the  people  thereabouts,  knowing  what  great 

things  Jefus  had  done,  and  that  he  was  returned  a* 
mongft  them,  font  the  good  tidings  to  all  the  inhaht* 
rants  of  the  towns  ami  villages' in  that  neighbourhood, 
defiring  them  to  tiring  their  Gck  to  him,  thar  he  might 
heal  them,’  wbatfoever  their  diltempers  were. 

36  And,  when  they  came,  they  had  fuch  a  reverence 
of  him,  fuch  faith  in  him,  and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  their 
own  un  wort  hinds  of  his  taking  any  particular  notice 
of  them,  that  they  humbly  and  earndUy  imreated  they 
might  only  be  allowed  to  touch  the  hem  of  bis  garment, 
which  they  believed  would  prove  effectual  to  beat  them) 
and  as  many  as  touched  it  with  this  faith,  -were'  imme¬ 
diately  and  perieQiy  recovered  of  all  their  difeafes. 


■ 

«iikl  ceaied. 

Then  they 
J  that  were  m  im 
Aipt  came  and 
worshipped  Mm, 
frying.  Of  ■  truth 
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34  And  when 

they  were  gone 
over,  they  came 
into  the  Jind  of 
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■ 
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pint*  had  know* 

kdge  of  him  * 
they  &iu  out  in* 
to  all  that  coun¬ 
try  round  ahont, 
and  brought  un* 
to  him  aU  that 
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36  And  bt~ 

fongoE  litm*  that 
they  might  only 
touch,  the  hem  of 

lilipmeiii ;  and 
as  nunyjj  touch¬ 
ed  v<rc  made  per- 

frflJy  whole* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

~  Sin  is  as  much  to  be  condemned  and  reproved  in  the  greateft*  as  in  the  mcaocft 
men  upon  earth :  Eat  malignant  impetuous  is  its  rage  £  it  is  impatient 
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of  rebtutf ,  bnrfa through  att  founds  of  humanity  and  honour,  ofjufttc*,  grati¬ 
tude  and- yoodoefa*  of  reafoo  and  confidence;  it  proceeds  from  cue  fte p  to  ano- 
tbtrt  tiD  it. knows  narcftrainu,  but  wilt  venture  upon  raih  and  unlawful  oaths, 
and  pretend  to  be  obliged,  by  fuefa  a  bond  of  iniquity,  to  commit  the  moft  out- 
njeiocD  abominations*  And,  O  what  can  tell  to  what  lengths  the  Sirocr’e  lulls 
win  carrj  him,  in  the  ungnafded  hours  of  mirth  and  jollity  1  what  monftrous 
wickedncfs  will  not  man  commit,  if  God  do  not  with-hoU  biro !  Hut  O  how 
Hinging  is  the  remorfe,  when  confciencc,  like  //rrof  s,  is  awakened !— Hour 
happy  o  it  to  follow  the  Lamb  whither  fa  ever  he  goes,  to  commit  tmrfdv«  by  faith 
to  his  care  and  keeping,  to  wait  for  his  falvAtion,  and  to  imitate  his  goodntfs, 
whofe  power  and  companions  are  infinite,  who  a#s  the  God,  feeds  the  hungry* 
heats  the  fide,  and  faves  in  times  of  the  ntmoft  extremity!  He  is  able  and  ready 
to  do  all  this  for  needy  *  4*^^*  and  pertfhuig  fouls,  as  well  as  bodies;  and  there¬ 
fore  is  a  proper  objed  of  our  adoration  and  faith :  And  the  more  he  istrufied,  the 
better  his  honour  and  our  own  ftfety  and  comfort  are 'confuted*  In  all  our  fears, 
troubles  and  dangers,  let  ns  fly  to  him  for  help :  How  great  foever  our  trials  may 
be,  the  leaft  faith  ihali  be  foccourcd  under  them;  and  great  faith  flufl  entirely 
veitome  them.  Lerdj  increttft  mrjaitb. 


1  ^  .  ■  -JL"J 

CHAP* 


Cbrijl  reproves  the  Pbarifses  for  their  traditions  ^  i > — 9*  States  the 
.  true  notion  of  defilement^  10, — 20.  Reals  the  woman  of  Canaan9 j 
daughter  t  at, — 28*  Reals  multitudes  of  their  difsafes a  29* — 31, 
And  feeds  four  thoufand  with  /even  loaves  and  a  few  Jmall  fijhesy 
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■  Tut. 
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fciibc*  and  Pha- 


ri  to,  which  were 

of  JcitiJalaD,  lay¬ 

ing. 


s  Why  do  thy 
diTdpks  tranf  - 
grefi  tbctradhtaa 
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they  vdh  not 
ihor  bands  vbco 

they  eat  bread. 


3  Sot-  be  an* 
fwcvtd  and  laid 
onto  them,  Why 
do  yon  alfi>  l  rant 
greft  the  ewn  - 
mandmcfi  tofGod 
by  your  Lradiuon  ! 


Paraphrase. 

COon  after  the  things  before-mentioned,  certain  /w. 
^  ijb  doctors  and  Pkarifetj,  members  of  the  fanbcdrtm 
at  JervJalemy  by  wKbfe  authority  matters  of  religion  uied 
to  be  determined,  came  from  thence  to  Jefos  >  and,  not 
being  able  to  fix  a  charge  of  his  having  broke  any  com¬ 
mands  of  God,  they  would  pick  a  quarrel  with  him  for 
breaking  the  canons  which  they  ihem&lves  had  efta- 
blifbed,  laying, 

•  2  Why  do  you,  who  pretend  to  lb  much  religion, 
fuffer  your  difciples  to  traafgrefs  the  laws  and  traditions 
of  our  anoeftors,  and  of  the  chief  governors  of  the  church? 
For  they  have  ordained,  that  men  Ihould  always  wall* 
their  bands  before  meat,  to  prevent  defilement  by  torch¬ 
ing  their  food ;  and  yet  your  difciples  pay  no  manner 
of  regard  to  this  injunction. 

3  But  he  anfwering,  faid  to  them.  Let  me  alk  you 
another  queAton,  which  is  much  more  difficult  for  you 
to  anfwerj  and  that  is.  Why  do  yc,  in  your  high  zeal' 
for  human  traditions,  tranfgrefc  the  commands  of  God 
hintfelf  ?  Which  is  belt,  to  have  a  ftrifk  regard,  as  my 
difciples  have,  to  the  divine  law,  and  neglect  your  fu- 
perftitious  injunctions ;  or,  like  you,  to  be  exact  ob»- 
fervers  of  thefe,  and  make  no  confciencc  of  that,  even 
in  things  of  natural  obligation  ? 


4  F<x 


no 


The Evangeliji  Matthew  paraphrased.  Ch.  xv. 


4  For  Cod 
cnniixi*ndcrf,  f*y-* 

Honour  thy 
f m  w  xnd  mo¬ 
ther  :  ind,  He 
dut  oirfcili  fa- 

thrr  or  mother, 

Itt  him  die  the 


1  Rat  ye  fay> 
YFhofucvcr  ftuli 

fey  to  his  father 
a  bis  mother*  It 
era  gift  by  tvJut- 
fewer  thou  migh- 
•tH  he  profited 
by  me, 

6  And  honour 
tot  hU  father  or 
hi*  mother ,  he 

fistifbt /rtf.  Thu* 

luve  yt  mode  the 
Command  merit  of 
God  of  none  ef- 
ftfl  by  your  iri- 
dition> 

7  Tfe  hypo  - 
trite*,  vet]  did 
EbiM  pniphefy 
♦fpi, 

H  This  people 
drjwcih  nigh  un¬ 
to  roe  with  rhrir 
tuourh,  and  ho- 
itourttk  me  with 
their  lip* ;  httt 
their  heart  is  far 
ft  cm  me. 

9  But  tn  vain 
they  dp  werihip 

me,  teaching  fir 

Jofl  fixes  the  com- 
mandaicat*  of 
men. 


to  And  be 
oiled  ihc  multi* 

ttidc,  and  laid  un¬ 
to  them,  Hear, 
ud  under! land  ; 


4  For  God  himfelf  has  given  a  moral  command, 
{Eicod*  xi.  12*)  that  children  (hould  honour  and  obey 
their  patents ;  Should  fhew  them  all  teftimonies  of  filial 
affection  and  refpe£l ;  and,  in  cafe  they  need  it,  (hould 
provide  for  them,  in  return  for  all  their  former  tare  and 
coft,  and  for  the  capacities  they  received  from  them  of 
getting  and  enjoying  what  they  themfdves  have  ;  And 
God  has  fo  fokmnly  guarded  this  law  of  nature  and  e* 
q  titty,  as  like  wife  to  order,  by  a  no  drive  precept,  that 
the  difobedient  foil,  who  fpeakscontempcu- 

oufly  of  his  father  or  mother,  and  ufes  them  ill,  (hall 
furely  bt  put  to  death,  (Ex cd*  xxi*  17*} 

5,  6.  But  ye,  by  your  traditions,  fay,  That  whatever 
may  be  the  necefiities  of  parents,  if  a  man  once  binds 
bimfelf  by  an  oath  or  vow  to  devote  to  religious  life* 
what  he  might  have  fpared  for  the  relief  of  his  poor  fa* 
ther  or  mother,  he  is  thereby  difeharged  from  the  obli¬ 
gation  of  applying  it  to  their  ufe,  and  thereby  paying 
the  honour  and  relpefl  due  to  them;  and  fo,  by  your 
human  traditions,  ye  make  void  the  exprefs  command* 
ment  of  God, 

7  O  ye  hypocritical  pretenders  to  religion,  and  fu- 
per fUrious  observers  of  invented  ceremonies  for  external 
rather  than  for  internal  purity,  well  may  the  prophecy 
of  I/aiah  be  applied  to  you,  when  God,  fpeaking  by  him, 
fays,  (Ifa.  xxix-  13.) 

&  This  people  talk  much  of  religion,  and  make  an 
outward  fpecious  appearance  of  worihipping  and  honour* 
ing  me,  by  their  Hp-fervice,  and  ceremonious  a£h  of 
devotion ;  and  yet  their  hearts  are  eflranged  from  me 
in  their  in  mod  temper,  exercife,  and  defigns. 

9  But  while  they  with -hold  from  me  the  homage  of 
their  fouls,  and,  inftead  of  making  my  p refactions 
the  only  rule  of  their  religion,  fet  up  human  inven¬ 
tions  and  commands,  fome  of  which  are  diredly  con¬ 
trary  ro  an  exprefs  law  of  mine,  as  that  about  honour¬ 
ing  parents ;  and  others  of  them  are  additions  to  my 
law,  as  that  about  wafhing  hands;  and  every  one  of 
them  are  mvafions  of  my  authority,  who  only  have 
power  to  appoint  how  I  will  be  ferved  and  wor (hipped; 
all  thdr  pretended  holinefs  and  devotion  is  a  vain  ihow; 
it  is  neither  truly  and  fi  nee  rely  good  in  itfelf,  nor  is  it 
acceptable  to  me,  nor  profitable  to  their  own  fouls* 

jo  And  that  the  common  people  might  be  helped  a* 
gainft  their  prejudices,  and  fet  right  in  fo  important  a 
doctrine  as  this,  Jefus  faid  unro  them,  Obftrve  and 
confider  what  1  fay,  that  ye  may  underftand  it,  and 
know  your  own  concern  in  it* 


11  AVhat 


Ch.  xt,  fir EvatgtUft Matthew  parapbrefeet;  Ilf 


ft,  Hot  that 
vhkh  joablflto 
the  booth  4rf* 

Uth  a  Bit}  Un 
(tut  wflptch  co  * 

iDtth  out  of  the 

month,  tho  df- 
fikthi  tamt. 


it  Tbcatrot 

bit  difttykti,  tod 
Add  unift  him  * 
Kumit  thou 
that  the  Phari* 
feet  wot  offend* 
<d  after  they  heard 
ihia  fifing  t 


ij  Bor  he  «k 
fund  and  fiid, 

Ererv  plant 
vbien  my  hea* 
Tcnlf  Pother  hath 
not  planted,  lb  all 
be  rooted  up. 

14  Let  them 
done  ;  they  he 
blind  kxfert  of 
the  hfioiL  And 
i t  tbc  blind  lead 
the  UM,  both 
Aiiii  fill  lot*  die 
ditch* 


if  Then  *o- 
fwtrtd  Peter,  and 
And  unto  bun  t 
btdm  unto  us 
this  parable. 

id  And  Jdus 
bid,  Ate  yc  aUb 
yet  vithont 
detfiaodlng  2 


17  Do  not  ye 
yet  ufidmAand, 
that  whatfomr 
fcntcftdi  in  at  the 
mouth,  oocth  in* 
to  the  behy,  and 

Uofl  out  into  tbc 
draught? 


.  tt  What  tbc  Pb*riftes  teach  about  periods  being 
defiled  by  eating  with  unwalhen  hands,  is  a  vain  and 
fuperftitious  tradition:  For  fuch  hands  touching  the 
food,  which  a  man  puts  into  his  mouth  and  eats,  can¬ 
not  defile  his  foul,  or  make  him  unclean  in  God's  ac¬ 
count  j  but  that  which  really  pollutes  him,  has  its  rile 
in  the  evil  tbooghts  and  inclinations  of  his  heart,  and 
vents  ttfielf  by  the  finful  words  of  hit  lips. 

I  a  Then  jefos  withdrew  from  the  people  into  an 
houfe,  (Mari  vii.  17.))  and  his  difciples  came  to  bins 
and  hid,  Didft  thou  not  forelee,  and  hadft  thou  no 
concern  about,  die  offence  that  the  Pl/a rifees  would 
take  at  thy  fpeaking  fo  plainly  and  Jb  publicly  again (t 
the  traditions  which  they  are  fo  fond  of  and  lay  fuch  a 
mighty  ftreft  upon  I  And  dolt  tbou  not  perceive  how 
provoked  they  are  at  it ;  and  .what  prejudices  it  raifes 
in  their  minds  againft  thee  and  thy  doQriae,  which 
will  expofe  thee  more  than  ever  to  their  rage  and  fury? 

13  But  Jefos  anfwcred,  faying.  It  was  neceflary  that 
I  (hould  (peak  as$J  did ;  For  every  ordinance  and  im- 
pofitioD  in  religion,  which  my  heavenly  Father  has  not 
initi luted,  (hall  be  difowned  by  him,  and  muff  be  re¬ 
jected  j  it  is  not  of  God,  and  therefore  (hall  not  (land. 

14  And  as  to  the  Pbarifiest  do  not  trouble  your* 
(elves,  nor  be  concerned  about  their  being  offended  or 
plea&d;  for  they  are  fdf-conceiced  and  obftinately  ig¬ 
norant  teachers  of  the  people,  who  blindly  follow  their 
di  Sates  with  an  implicit  faitb:  And  what  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  and  by  the  juft  judgment  of  God,  can 
be  their  end,  but  that  both  the  deceivers  and  the  de¬ 
ceived,  who  wilfully  perfift  in  their  erroneous  ways, 
mull  perifh  together  in  the  bottom  left  pit  ? 

1 5  Then  Pettrt  the  ufual  fpokefman  of  the  difciples, 
through  the  forwardneft  of  bis  temper,  faid  to  Jefos, 
Pleafe  to  explain  to  ns  the  meaning  of  this  parable  which 
thou  baft  delivered  about  the  things  that  do  or  do  not 
render  a  man  unclean. 

'id  And  jefos  find  to  them  all.  Are  ye,  who  have 
been  fo  much  and  fo  long  with  me,  Hill  lo  dull  of  un- 
derllanding  as  not  to  know  the  meaning  of  fo  familiar 
and  plain  a  parable  as  this?  Surely  better  things  might 
have  been  expc&ed  from  you,  whatever  one  might  think 
of  others. 

17  Do  ye  not  by  this  time  eafily  apprehend,  that 
whatfoever  food  a  man  eats,  though  it  be  ever  fo  dirty, 
it  goes  into  the  ftomach  j  and  that  which  is  unfit  for 
nourifhment  pafies  through  the  body,  and  is  difeharged  ■ 
into  the  vault,  without  tendering  the  maid  in  a  moral 

feu  ft 


m 
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18  Bat  thoffe 
thiug&wbicb 
CooToni  of  the 
mouth ,  come 
fonii  from  the 
heart*  ami  they' 
defih  Hie  man  ; 

19  For  out  of 
the  b^ait  proceed 
evil  thoughts  , 
murders,  adulte¬ 
ries,  forhititioiu, 
lUtfus,  (Aik  wit- 

pcUjbldpbtiii  ie  u 


-  »o  Thcfc  are 
the  things  which 
defitea  mam  but 

to  eat  with  vd- 

vaihen  hands  dc- 
fikth  not  2  man. 


fenfe  either  better  or  worie.  - 

1 6  But  .the  things  'which  properly  defile  a  man,  or 
make  him  finful,  .are  fuch  as  proceed  out  of  the  corrupt 

fountain  of  his  bean,  and  vent  themfelves  through  his 
lips  and  life. 

19  For  out  of  the  depraved  propentiona  of  the  heart 
proceed  carnal  imaginations,  contrivances,  and  defigns; 
hatred,  malice,  and  murder ;  wanton  deGres,  words, 
and  adtions;  adultery,  fornication,  and  all  nncleannefs •, 
covetoufhefs,  injuries,  cheats  and  thefts,  lies  and  false¬ 
hood  in  witnels-bearing ;  and  all  evil-fpeaking  or  ca¬ 
lumnies  againft  men,  and  blafphemies  and  profanenefs 
againfi  God  and  religion. 

20  Thefc  are  the  abominable  ■  things  that  make  a 
man  morally  unclean  and  odious  in  the  fight  of  God, 
unfit  for  his  fcrvice,  or  for  communion  with  him  and 
an  enjoyment  of  him :  But  to  eat  a  meal,  without 
firft  walhing  the  hands,  has  no  moral  impurity  in  it ; 
it  does  not  afte&  the  foul,  nor  make  any  man  a  tinner 
hefore  God. 


11  Theojefu* 
wtnt  thcucc,  2nd 
departed  into  the 
coafaofTyrtand 
6idon. 

ii  And  behold, 
«  woman  of  Co- 

Ulan  came  out  of 
the  fame  cqalh, 
and  cried  unto 

lurti,&ytdgjHavt 

merey  on  me,  O 

Jpord/  thou  Son 

of  David  ;  my 
daughter  U  gne- 
voufly  vexed  with 
a  devil* 


21  When  Jefus  had  fpoken  thcfc  things,  he  went  a- 
way  from  thole  parts  to  the  borders  of  the  Tyrian  t  and 
Sidsnians. 

22  And  behold  a  furprifmg  in  fiance  of  his  grace 
and  Ggnal  eameft  of  mercy  toward  the  G  entile  1 /  A  cer¬ 
tain  woman  of  Canaan  f,  who  was  a  Greekt  (Mark  vii. 
245.)  and  fo  a  ftranger  to  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael% 
having  beard  of  the  many  miraculous  and  merciful 
cures  Chriil  had  wrought,  came  from  fome  part  of  that 
country,  and  eameftly  cried  after  him,  laying,  O  Lord, 
rhon  pro  mi  fed  Media  h  of  Davids  race  t,  1  befeech 
thee  to  have  compaffion  Upon  me  in  healing  my  daugh¬ 
ter,  who  is  poflefled,  and  dreadfully  tormented  by  an 
evil  fpirit. 


av  Bnt  fa*  an-  23  But  Jefus,  for  the  trial  of  her  faith,  feeming  to 
fwaai  ha  not  a  take  no  notice  of  her,  gave  not  one  word  of  anfwer, 

ftiplts  earn  <  "and  good  or  bad ;  till  at  length  his  difciples,  tired  with  her 
thought  him  ,  loud  and  importunate  cries,  and  moved  with  pity  R>- 

*“*■  ward  heri  defired  that  be  would  plcafe  to  grant  this 
<rinh  ifte^ns.  ‘  woman’s  requeft,  or  at  leaft  to  fend  her  away  with  fame 

anfwer  or  other;  becaufe  it  was  fa  very  aJFeftine  to  hear 
h  ow  file  followed  them  with  her  lamentable  and  incedant 


importunity. 


24  Bnt 


NOTE  9. 

t  Own  wm  alfij  called  PJwmu  and  ft-  though  a  C  cxtUr,  might  be  a  profcljte,  at 
n^ira.d.1,  x.«  lying  between  Syria  properly  leaft  of  the  gate ;  fine*  (he  addidblonr  Lord 
fb  calk'd,  and  PMda  by  the  fca-fiilc.  See  a*  the  Sen  of  David,  which  m  a  Known 

tt  fcuYi  a!j>ba:tU(al  table.  character  of  the  Hcfiiall  among  the  Jtvu 

;  it  is  not  uaiiikcly  l.ur  that  this  wnu^i. 
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44  floi  he  «i- 
firitd  iai  Jflldf 
1  isa  nt>i  Jtat  bat 
who  rbc  toll  (beep 
«f  i be  hoafe  of 
li/vrl* 


%$  Then  cwm 

Ibe*  tod  worChip* 

Errf  him*  frying, 

oid,  help 


iff  Biri  h*wi- 
fmrtd  and  fairt* 
It  U  not  meet  to 

pice  the  dnlditiit 

brad*  *nd  to  ulV 

ii  to  the  dogs* 


IT  Awd&efiM, 

Truth,  Lord :  yet 
the  Jogs  eat  of 
the  enratbf  which 
JtU  Iran  their 
Brief**  table. 


18  Then  J> 
fm  aDfwtrad  and 
faid  unto  her,  O 
vonan,  grat  is 
thy  fahh ;  be  it 
unrotbet  mo  a* 
thou  wilt;  And 
her  daughter  was 
made  wbob  from 
that  vervhonr. 


%9  And  Jefot 
departed  from 
tbcuce,  sod  came 
nigh  unto  the  fiat 
of  Galilee;  and 

went 

Voi.  L 


24  But  he  anfwering  faid  to  them*  How  can  ye  ex- 
pe&  that  I  fliould  (hew  her  mercy  ?  For  as  I  ordered 
you  not  to  go  in  the  way  of'  the  Gentiles,  (chap.  x. 
5.) ;  lo  the  commiflion  I  received  of  my  Father  to  ex* 
ercife  my  perfonal  miniftry  and  perform  my  miracles* 
was  not  defigned  for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the  G«ft~ 
tiles,  hat  of  God’s  covenant-people,  the  J/raelitei,  who 
are  gone  aftray*  and  are  in  periflung  eircum  fiances*  like 
loft  (Keep. 

35  The  woman-*  not  with  land  mg  this  further  diGcou- 
ragemenc*  drew  nearer  to  Chrift;  and*  to  exprefe  her 
humility  and  faith  in  him  as  a  divine  per  Ion,  fel!  down 
at  his  feet  and  worthipped  him*  faying*  with  ftill  great¬ 
er  eameftnefs*  Lord*  grant  me  the  help  which  I  want* 
and  which  thou  ait  able  10  give. 

26  But  that  he  might  yet  further  try  and  humble  her* 
he  Teemed  to  refofe  and  reproach'  her*  faying,  .My  fpe- 
cial  hleffings  arc  childrens  bread*  which  belong  to  God’s 

Jieculiar  people  the  Jews ;  and  it  is  not  pioper  to  give 
itch  favours  to  Gentiles,  who  are  without  the  pale  of 
the  covenant*  and  deferve  to  be  treated  with  negleft  and 
dilHain*  as  men  ufe  to  deal  with  dogs  for  their  impurity 
and  vilenefs, 

27  To  this  (he  replied*  Lord*  X  own  what  thou  lay* 
eft  is  true  $  I  am  as  vile  and  worthlefs  as  a  dog*  and  do 
not  deferve  any  mercy  at  thine  bands  ;  and  yet  wretch¬ 
ed  ontcalb*  as  we  poor  Gentiles  are*  may  be  allowed 
fome  foul]  pittaoce  of  favour*  fince  even  dogs  are  fuf- 
fered  to  pick  up  the  crumbs  under  their  mafter’s  table  : 
There  is  bread  enough  for  the  children,  and  to  fpare ; 
let  me  therefore  have  the  (crapes  that  may  be  given  to 
others  $  and  in-  the  greatnefs  of  tby  bounty,  I  befeech 
thee  to  fpare  me  this  one  mercy*  which  is  fo  necefiary 
for  me,  and  will  be  no  lofs  or  injnry  to  the  children. 

28  Then  Jefus,  as  if  be  were  furprifed  and  overcome 
by  the  ftrength  and  importunity  of  her  faith*  (which* 
by  a  fecret  power*  he  had  all  along  fupported  and  en¬ 
couraged,)  anfwered*  Blefled  art  thou  among  women* 
who  haft  been  thus  importunate  and  patient*  refolute 
and  depending  upon  me  in  thy  pleas  for  mercy,  under 
all  discouragements.  This  is  an  extraordinary  and  no¬ 
ble  faith  indeed :  It  has  power  with  me*  and  has  pre¬ 
vailed;  its  reqncft  is  granted  to  the  utmoft  of  your 
heart’s  defire.  And  at  that  very  inftant  her  daughter 
was  perfe&ly -healed,  in  token  of  his  honouring  the 
faith  which  had  fo  highly  honoured  him. 

3p  After  this*  Jefus  went  from  thofe  parts  toward 
the  lea  of  G alike,  nigh  unto  which  he  fet  himfclf  down 

t  U  upon 
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werrc  dp  mro  a 

fitoimiaii^anJUL 

down  there. 

30  And  gJrat 
imikinidti  came 

utirobUn,  having 
with  them  rhufe 
that  were  lame, 
blind  ,  dumi  * 
maimed,  ^nd  ma¬ 
il)-  and 

ta^ihcnwWn  at 

Eflji'  fa  t;  and 
lie i led  them  : 
%\  (nfl.'raudi 
that  the muhiindc 
wondered,  when 
tlwy  law  the 
dumb  to  tpcik, 
the  mimed  to  he 
whole,  the  lanic 
to  v.'dlt,  and  the 
'blind  to  fa  :  and 
they  fd-jHtiwd  the 
God  or  itracL 

Then  Jc  as 
called  bih  dilci- 
phs  onto  him, 
and  faid,  T  hjve 
CompalHonrinthe 
mnliitude,  hc- 

ChuTc  thry  conti¬ 
nue  with  me  now 
three  day**  and 
have  nothing  to 
catt  and  1  will 
not  fend  them  a- 
way  falling,  fell 
they  faint-  in  the 
way* 

33  Andhhdh 
fetpLes  lay  unto 
him *  Whence 
Jlnnth!  we  kvdo 
much  bread  iuthe 
wiLkmd*,  ar  to 
fiUfu  greacamul* 
tfcudcl 

34  And  Tele* 
faith  unm  rhem, 
How  nuuyloa^f* 
have ye;  andthey 
£ud,  Seven,  and 
a  few  little  tithes* 
35  And  he 
coimrumkU  the 
muhi;ude  to  fit 
dn.vn  on  the 
ground. 


upon  a  hill}  as  he  was  worn  to  do  when  he  intended 
to  preach  to  the  people* 

30  And  great  multitudes}  who  had  feen  or  heard  of 
his  former  miracles,  {locked  to  him,  bringing  along 
with  them  fuch  as  were  tame,  or  blind,  or  dumb,  or 
{viavi;)  crooked;-  or  afflicted  with  any  other  kind  of  dit* 
enfe;  and  ihey  laid  them  down  at  Jefus*fi  feet,  as  mi- 
fe  ruble  objects  of  bis  companion  3  and  he  mercifully  and 
miraculoufly  healed  them  all : 

3 1  So  that  the  people  were  exceedingly  amazed  when 
all  on  a  fudden  they  heard  the- dumb  fpeak,  and  faw  the- 
crooked  and  deformed  made  Hraight  and  whole,  the  lame 
walk}  and  the  blind  receive  their  fight,  and  all  manner 
of  difeafes  hcakd,  at  the  will  and  word  of  Chrift ;  and 
iluy,  together  with  the  perfbus  that  were  cured,  re* 
joked,  and  aferibed  glory  to  the  God  of  lfratly  who, 
according  to  ancient  prophecy,  ( l/a -  xxxv.  5,  6*)  hud 
fait  the  Me  Hi  ah  to  exer^ilc  luch  divine  power  ami  mercy 
among  them. 

31  Then  Jefus>  intending  Hill  further  to  manifeft  his 
glory,  called  his  diieiples  to  him;  and  that  he  might 
imp  an  his  defign  to  them,  whom  .‘he  condefc  ended  to 
treat  as  his  friends,  fa  id,  As  this  great  company  have, 
in  their  abundant  zeal  and  affrttion  to  me,  been  three 
days  together  hearing  my  word,  and  feeing  my  werks, 
with  little  food  for  their  fuftenance,  and  now  have  no¬ 
thing  to  eat;  my  companion  is  moved  towards  them, 
and  I  am  determined  not  to  fend  the  poor  creatures  a- 
way  faffing,  left  feme  of  them  fliouid  faint  with  hunger 
before  they  get  home, 

_  33  H  is  difcipltrs,  nor  refle&ing  on  his  late  miraculous 
feeding  five  thnufand,  in  like  circumflances,  (chap.  xiv. 
21.)  anfwered,  How  can  we  provide  fufficiLUtly,  in  this 
Solitary  place,  for  the  entertainment  of  fuch  a  multitude 
of  people  as  are  here  ? 

34  But  Jefus  replied,  for  the  trial  of  their  faith.  What 
provitions  have  ye  get  among  yoa?  And  they  anfwered. 
Only  feven  loaves  of  bread,  and  a  few  fmall  filhes,  to 
fupply  our  own  wants. 

•  35  Here  was  indeed  more  food,  and  lefs  company, 
than  in  the  former  in  fiance  ;  but  it  was  as  much  above 
the  ability  of  any  creature 40  multiply  this  (lore  for  an- 
fwcriug  the  preient  occaGon,  as  it  was  in  the  other  : 
And  as  Chrift  did  not  aim  at  oftentation,  or  at  work- 
ing  miracles  beyond  necelGiy )  he,  defigning  to  make 
ufe  of  the  whole  quantity  of  food  that  was  at  hand, 

ordered  all  the  people  to  Gt  down  in  ranks  upon  the 
ground. 


36  Then 
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jtf  And  he  took 
*\vn  ftven  kuve* 
Mid  ihcfiiks,  and 
gave  chanlc?,  and 
trike  fAcnv  and 

gave  co  bis  difei- 
plcs,  and  the  di~ 

fcipfucothcmut- 

tkade. 

37  And  they 
did  all  cat,  and 
were  filled ;  *nd 
they  cook  up  of 
the  broken  meat 
that  was  left,  fr- 
yen  bdfltets  fnlL 

j!  And  tliey 
that  did  cat  were 
four  t  hou  (and 
men,  betide  wo¬ 
men  andcbiklreo. 


36  Then,  taking  the  bread  and  fifh  la  his  handv 
he  gave  thanks  for  there  proviftona*  and  afkcd  a  b  I  ef¬ 
fing  upon  themj  as  was  ufual  at  ordinary  meals ;  and 
whil ft  he  brake  arid  delivered  them  to  the  difciples, 
hie  divine  power  gave  an  increafc,  and  the  difcipics  di- 
flyibuted  them  to  the  multitude,  (See  the  note  on  chap* 
xiv+  19.} 

37j  38-  And  fo  exceedingly  was  this  final!  quanti¬ 
ty  of  provifion  enlarged,  that  though  there  were  four 
thousand  men*  befides  women  and  children,  who 
made  a*  full  meal  of  it,  theft  remained  afterwards  as 
many  fragments  as  filled  feven  ba fleets  :  So  that  for  e- 
very  loaf  there  was  left  a  bafket-full  of  the  broken  food, 
which  was  a  good  return  to  the  difciples ;  and  yet  Uiefe 
fragments  were  not  fo  many  as  in  the  other  miracle  of 
this  fort,  here  being  not  fo  many  people  to  leave  mar- 
fels  out  of  their  ft: vend  (hares,  after  they  could  eat  no 


39  A  lid  he  Tent 
Aw.-tjr  the  multi¬ 
tude,  and  took 

Jhip,  ami  oinc  in¬ 
to  the  coatb  of 
MagdaU. 


more. 

39  And  when  ajl  this  company  were  abundantly  re- 
frelhed,  Jefus  difmiflcd  them,  that  they  might  go  to 
their  feveral  homes  9  aud  he  hinifelf  took  water  with 
his  difciples,  and  went  in  a  boat  to  the  country  of 
Magdala ,  which  contained  Datmanutba*  (Mark  van  10.) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  will  all  pretences  of  piety  and  external  purity  avail  us,  if  our  hearts  are 
full  of  iniquity  ?  And  what  is  all  our  religion  worth,  if  it  have  not  divine  inftitu- 
tioti  (br  its  warrant,  and  the  heart  be  not  engaged  in  it?  Human  inventions  and 
im  portions,  m  the  worlhip  of  God,  are  invaftons  of  his  authority ;  they  corrupt 
his  worfhip,  mi  (lead  the  heart,  turn  it  alide  from  his  ordinances,  and  leek  their 
own  eftabliflunent,  even  to  the  deft  ruction  of  moral  duties;  Nonconformity  to 
them  is  our  duty;  and  they  Ihould  be  rooted  out  of  the  church,  and  of  our  hearts, 
left  we  our  ft  Ives  be  rooted  out  of  Chrift’e  kingdom.  But,  O  what  a  fource  of  ini¬ 
quity  is  the  heart  of  man  I  How  great  and  many  are  the  defilements  that  it  fpraids 
through  the  life!  How  much  more  cancrmed  Ihould  we  be  for  cleanfing  from 
thefe,  than  fur  ceremonial  purifications  I  Anil  how  ready  is  our  bldfed  Lord  to 
patronise  his  difciples  in  oppofttion  tu  human  impofitions,  to  relieve  them  in  all 
their  dift relies,  to  heal  their  various  maladies,  and  ltipply  their  wants !  They* 
who  follow  him  in  bis  ways,  ihaH  be  takeu  care  of  by  his  providence:  And  yet 
how  dull  of  understanding  are  his  own  people;  and  how  apt  to  forget  the  wonders 
of  his  power  and  love !  But  great  faith  honours  Chrift,  and  he  will  honour  it :  It 
breaks,  through  all  dife  an  rage  meats,  and  lays  hold  on  the  leaft  hints  of  mercy : 
And  though  the  infinitely  wile  and  gracious  Saviour  may  fontetimes  feem  to  dif- 
regard  and  difcountenancc  it,  and  may  delay  hits  anfwer  to  it ;  yet  he  fecrctiy  up¬ 
holds  it,  and  frirs  up  its  importunity  in  prayer,  tilt  at  length  he  unit  certainly  ful¬ 
fil  the  defire  of  the  believing  heart;  And  bldfed  be  God  that  in  this  way  G entile 
tinners  ftul]  find  mercy  with  him. 


% 


H 


CHAP.  XVI. 

thrift’s  difeeurfe  with  the  Pharifees  about  a  Ji»n  from  heaven^  t, — 4. 
With  bit  difeipkt  about  the  leaven  of  the  Pharijcct,  c, — 12.  About 

a  2  hit 
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Tfjt, 

THK  Phari- 
frei  alto 
viih  the  Saddle 
Cfc*  one,  and, 
tempting ,  ic* 

firtd  him  that  he 
would  fhew  them 
a  figii  from  hear 
rai. 


Ihc 


his  own  charaSer,  13, — 20.  About  his  own  jiiff erings,  21 
And  about  their  bearing  bis  (ro/s%  24  > — 28. 

m 

Paraphrase. 

THE  IVIf-righteous  hypocritical  Pharifeet ,  and  the 
free-thinking  however  oppofite  to  One 

another,  were  alike  enemies  to  Chrift  j  and  therefore 
they  agreed  to  apply  to  him,  under  pretence  of  defiriitg 
to  be  fatisfied  that  he  came  from  God,  and  to  afle  him 
to  give  them  fome  fuch  fign  of  it  immediately  from  hea¬ 
ven,  as  was  given  at  mount  Sinai,  when  the  law  was 
delivered  to  Mofts  \ ;  thereby  designing  to  put  a  diffi¬ 
culty  upon  him. 

2,  3.  But,  as  all  his  miracles  of  power  and  goodnef* 
had  been  plain  and  fuiTicient  demooft rations  of  his  di¬ 
vine  authority,  he  would  not  gratify  their  unreafonablc 
curiofity  and  perverfe  unbelief ;  and,  knowing  the  de¬ 
ceitful  and  captious  dcGga  of  their  dmaod,  he  aufwer- 
ed,  O  ye  hypocrites,  why  do  ye  thus  tempt  me  to  give 
ncedlefo  and  unprofitable  proofs  of  what  is  already  fo 
very  evident  ?  Ye  are  fagacious  enough  to  ohferve  the 
fig  ns  and  tokens  of  fair  or  foul  weather,  hy  the  colour 
of  the  Iky j  if  the  evening  be  red,  ye  conclude  that  the 
morrow  will  be  fair}  and  if  the  morning  be  red  and 
lowring,  ye  concluded  will  be  a  wet  or  ftormy  day : 
Probability  determines  your  thoughts  and  con  dud  in 
chefe  cafes}  and  yet  even  the  high  eft  certainty  will 
not  influence  you  in  things  of  the  utmoft  importance. 
Wbat  prodigious  biindnefc  add  obfttnacy  is  it  that  bin¬ 
ders  your  difeeming  from  the  ancient  prophecies  which 
are  fulfilled  in  me,  and  from  my  numerous  miracles, 
that  the  Mefliah  is  now  come  to  fet  up  his  kingdom  a- 
mong  you,  and  that  your  ruin  Is  h aliening  apace  for 
rejecting  him ! 

4  Ye  arc-  a  degenerate  and  wicked  generation  of 
men ;  or  elfe,  after  all  that  ye  have  feen  and  heard,  ye 
would  not  continue  in  unbelief,  and  afk  for  further 
proofs  :  But  no  other  fort  of  miracles  fhali  be  wrought 
for  your  cohvidion  than  ye  have  already  feen ;  except 
that  of  my  own  reforredion  from  the  dead,  after  I  fhali 
have  been  buried  three  days  and  three  nights  In’  the 
earth,  which  was  prefigured  by  the  prophet  Jonahs  ly¬ 
ing  the  lame  length  of  time  in  the  great  fifh’s  belly. 
Arid,  having  faid  this,  he  left  them  as  incorrigible  fin- 
11  ers,  and  went  away  with  his  difciples  over  the  fea  of 
CatUee.  (Mark  viii.  13.) 

c  And 

MOTE. 

t  ©r  Iwupi  they  mijlit  inan,  that  he  ILoulil  givj'  tl  era  the  ta  of  sit  Sen  (/ m'o- 

<-1  iiv  6j  iictitz l'1  mi-  y  ib  i 


%  He  artftv erect 
and  fKid  unto 

tS  cm,  Mil  en  it 
is  evening,  Jt  fcy. 

It  -rill  he  fair 

wrvihcr,  ftrf  ihc 

Ay  U  rod  : 

\  And  in  rhe 

morning*  JfTriiV/ 

he  foul  went  her  to 

■ 

day,  for  the  (ky 
red  and  bv*- 
ting.  O  ye  hy¬ 
pocrite*,  ye  can 
difrern  the  face 
ef  the  iky  ;  bnt 
not  d'ji'crrt 

fijeiw  of  the 


f 


4  AwickerfamS 

id  ulccnnii-fenfr 
ration  Jrakeih  n-f- 
trr  a  Gen ;  and 
there  (nail  no 
Ggn  be  given  on¬ 
to  it,  bin  the  Den 

cftbeprnphei  li> 

nw.  And  he  left 
them,  and  depart¬ 
ed. 


Ch 


The 


Iiy 


5  And  when 
difcipta  *err 

come  tn  the  other 
tide,  they  hut  foe* 
gotten  to  t*fc* 

bwwt 

6  Then  Jdos 
£ud  mito  them. 
Take  heed,  mid 
bewarc  of  the  Lea- 

wn  of  the  Phar:- 
fce%  and  of  the 
Sadduceee. 

7  And  they 
rtifoDed  among 
thcnfdm,  tiy 

ing,  U  it  betaufc 
wt  haw  taken  no 
bread- 

8  iVMcb  when 

iclii*  perceived, 
e  faid  vntothem, 
O  ye  of  lit  lie  faith, 
why  realhn  ye  i- 
moqg  yonHeJm, 
bccjeie  ye  have 
bought  no  hre*d: 

0  J)o  yc  mu 
yet  mderiiaud , 
ncitJur  remem  her 
the  five  low*  of 
the  five  thou; and, 
and  how  mjny 
ba&cts  yc  took 

up? 

jo  Neltherthe 
finrea  Loaves  of  the 
fcgOr  ihou&ad  r 
aud  how  many 
bsJkcts  )v  took 
u;> : 

ji  Hour  is  It 
thatyvfto  itolimi- 
dcdLjiil  that  I 
f|uke  ii  not  to 
you  concerning 
liiwl  ,  th*i  w 
Jhoubl  beware  of 

the  Haven  oT  t!ic 

Pbariftees,  mid  of 
the  Saddurcct : 

u  ‘Then  tm- 
dcr flood  they  ho  v 
that  he  bade  thm 
not  beware  of  the 
leaven  of  bird, 
but  of  the  doe- 
trine  of  the  PJu- 
ritccs,  and  cf  the 
Sjdducnrt. 

1 3  When  Je- 
fu$  came  toto  the 
riulh  of  Cc^ivi 
Philippi,  he  ^ Ik¬ 
ed  his  diftlpks, 

tj- 


.  5  And  juft  as  his  difciplcs  were  got  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  lake,  they  recollected  that  they  had  forgot  to 
carry  a  fuflicicut  quantity  of  bread  along  with  them  to  . 
fupplv  their  necefiities. 

6  Thereupon  Jefua  took  an  occaGon  to  give  them  fpiri- 
tual  inftru&ions,  under  a  metaphor  relating n>  bread,  fay* 
ing,  u  See  to  ir,  and  be  very  curciul  that  ye  be  not  infe£ted 
with  the  leaven  of  the  Pharifees  and  Sadaucets meaning 
their  corrupt  do&rines,  which  were  apt  to  insinuate  and 
diffufc  tfccmfelves  like  leaven  in  a  mifs  of  dough. 

7  Upon  which  the  difciples,  miftaking  his  meaning, 
thought  within  themfelves,  and  laid  privately  one  to  a* 
nother,  (**  j*vkk)  This  is  defigned  as  a  reproof  for  our 
carelcflhcfc  in  not  providing  lb  much  bread  as  may  he 
necefiar-y  for  us. 

8  But  Jefus,  perceiving  how  grofsly  they  miftook 
him,  faid  to  them,  O  how  aftomihing  is  it,  that  ye 
fhould  have  fo  little  faith,  as  to  be  difturhed  about  your 
baring  no  bread,  or  to  think  that  I  am  concerned  about 
your  neglect  in  not  furnilhing  yourfelves  with  it ! 

9,  to.  Do  ye  not  yet  underhand  my  way  of  taking 
occauons  from  earthly  things  to  fugged  thofe  which  are 
Jpiritual,  nor  my  power  and.  goodnefs  in  providing  ne- 
ceflary  food  in  times  of  want  i  Have  ye  already  forgot 
how,  in  the  fcarcity  of  a  defart,  I  at  one  time  lately  fed 
five  thonfand  men  with  five  loaves,  and  at  another  four 

T  »  _ 

thoufand  with  feven  loaves;  and  how  many  ballets  full 
of  fragments  remained,  after  both  thofe  great  companies 
were  liubfied  ?  And  could  ye  fuppofe  that  I  would  not 
take  as  much  care  of,  or  were  not  as  able  to  fupply  you, 
if  need  required  it  ■ 

1 1  How  then  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  after  all  this  ye 
fhould  be  lb  dull  of  underftanding,  as  to  imagine  that  I 
concerned  myfelf  about  your  having  no  bread,  when  I 
cautioned  you  to  take  heed  of  the  leaven  of  the  Pbarijeet 
and  SacLlucttt  f 

J 

12  Then  they  faw  their  miftake:  And  though  Chrift 
did  not  hereby  plainly  tell  them  his  meaning;  ycr, 
upon  further  reflection*  they  under itood  that  his  iolemn 
Caution  related,  not  to  their  cure  about  bread*  but  a* 
bout  the  hypocritical  and  artful  errors*  traditions,  or* 
dinances*  and  perverfe  reafonings,  of  the  Pharifees  ami 
£a(hlue*fif  that  they  might  not  he  infeflted  hy  them* 

13  W'hcn  Jefus  afterwards  was  going  with  his  dif* 

espies,  through  fomo  part  of  the  Upper  into 

the  towns  of  Cefarea  Philippic  (Mark  viii*  27,}  lie,  for 
their  trial  and  confirmation,  aflu'd  them,  What  the 
people  thought  and  faid  about  him ;  or  what  fort  of 

Ii  3  pcrfcn 
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'  Uf  -  - 

fat*  rfr^Jonn  the 

Baptift  ;  fame  , 
Eliui  and  others* 
JeremUs*  or  one 
of  the  prophets. 


faying,  Whnm  perfon  they  took  him  to  be,  who  appeared  among  them 
£rfiVh“I*  as  a  real  man,  and  under  the  title  of  the  Son  of  Alan  ? 
«m  ?  OB  °  nWn’  1 4  And  they  anfwered.  There  are  very  different  o- 
m  Ami  they  pinions  among  them  about  thee :  Some  talk  as  if  they 

the  thought  thcc  to  he  John  the  Baptift,  rifcn  again  from 
Biptift  •  fome ,  the  dead  j  others  take  thee  to  be  EUasy  who  they  fup- 
Eliuiamintlicrs,  p(Jfc  js  come  before  the  Meffiah  to  anoint  him  to  his 
IfTh*1145'  I™*  office ;  and  others  think  that  thou  art  Jeremiah ,  or  fome 
'  pr°  other  of  the  ancient  prophets,  railed  again  to  life. 

ij  He  faith  un-  jj  Then  he  put  the  question  clofe  to  themfelves, 

fay*ng»  Whatfoever  others  think  or  fay  of  me,  whom 
tuni  ^  do  ye*  my  apoiUes*  take  me  to  be?  What  are  jour 

own  thoughts  about  me  ? 

\6  ArulSinym  jtf  Aud  Peter 9  being  a  man  of  a  prompt  fpirit*  an- 

faTVaM^Thou  fwcrcd  in  the  name  of  the  reft*  they  confemiog  and 
vt  ChriftthtSon  approving,  Thou  art  neither  John  the  3aptijlf  nor  Efias9 
ofthe  living  God,  nor  Jeremuih9  nor  any  of  the  ancient  prophets;  nor  arr 

thou  merely  a  man*  but  art  more  than  a  bare  prophet, 
and  than  a  mere  man  :  Thou  an  the  true  Meffiah,  and* 
by  way  of  eminence*  the  proper  Son  of  the  eternal  God* 
who  is  the  Fountain  of  life. 


t  un  l 

\6  And  Simon 
pLier  anfwered 
Sluj  laid,  Thau 
vt  ChriftthtSon 
oftbc  living  God, 


n  And  Jrfus  jy  Then  Jefus  replied  to  him*  This  is  a  glorious 

unto'l^^BeA  confeffion  of  faith  indeed  ;  'and  great  is  your  happinefs, 
fed  an  thou,  si-  O  Simon  (bn  of  Jonqh9  in  thus  believing  on  me :  For 
mm  Sarjona; .fox  y0ur  knowledge  of  this  fundamental  truth  did  not  arife 

hath  ooTrewlcd  any  principle  of  nature  or  education*  or  from  the 
it  unto  thee,  but  wifdom  and  reafon  of  man*  nor  was  you  taught  it  fay 
joy  Father  which  any  man ;  but  my  heavenly  Father  has  irradiated  your 
ism  ren.  mind*  and  revealed  it  to  you*  by  his  Spirit*  for  the  fa- 

*  viug  of  your  fouL 

rs  And  I  Toy  1 8  And  hy  reafon  of  this  noble  confeffion  of  me,  you 

That  *  thou  m*Y  wc^  ^  /Vte#-*  or  a  rock:  And*  on  OCCifiou 

Peter,  and  upon  of  tny  mentioning  this  nanur*  1  tell  you*  dm  f  this 

this  perfon 

K  O  T  E* 


f  Tt  is  Highly'  probable  that  Chrift  pointed 
with  hu  finger  to  hiTn[dft  when  he  mention¬ 
ed  tbefe  words ;  in  like  manner  at  when  he 
laid,  Detfnjy  this  tc tuple t  fre,  rucaninx  the 
lenipk  of  His  body,  JJw  iu  ip,  n. :  And 
hie  b  f;)oken  of  in  icriptwre  as  ths*  only 
Xonndsition  of  ilic  chorcti,  //i.  xsviii.  i  C, 
)  £,V,  iji,  ii,  Li.  and  j  Pet*  it.  tf,  y,;  lb 
this  is  that  which  the  ;ip*«/Ue*  >*nd  prophet* 
Laid  in  ihc:r  prcadijn^,  rtmfiif 

being  fie  <h:tf  eorxttr  ji£u*\  ii.  to  ) 

But  a  luppo/uion  of  Peter  *  periuit  being  the 
rock  heir  intended,  i*  highly  dtrojiatory  from 
the  honour  of  the  pgribn  of  Chiift,  and  hyt 

3  very  JitUifiif  lent  haHs  for  a  fpirittia1  building 
)t  likewise  appears  ftraugelv  uncouth  to  fup- 
fofo*  that  fo  tranfitnt  an  aft  as  hit  confcf- 
Boo,  or  u  his  afterwards  preaching  the  go£ 


pel*  and  not  the  perfon  or  doftrlnt  contain¬ 
ed  therein*  fhctfild  he  the  fouaddiion  of  the 
church.  It  ctiuhl  at  inofl  Ik  only  the 

fonti^aJion,  like  n  v*ife  mpfier-&t£I&it  acwrJ- 
ixg  h  the  *4  God  gint#  t9  k:izt  as  the  a- 

pofllc  P.iiti  fpe-iks  of  himfdf,  (i  Cor.  ill, 
i  o*} ;  and  in  this  fonfe,  the  names  of  all  the 
twdm  aperies  were  equally  jnlcrited  on  five 
twelve  fziiitte&jxi  ef  the  eity  of  God.  RetK 
14.  line  if  any  thip^  per fonal  and  pecflli- 
ttr  to  Veter  lie  intciided  m  this  and  the  folio*’- 
uii;  yerfe,  it  relates  only  to  h;s  licin"  the  Srik 
pearlier  of  the  faith  he  htK  confcCtd*  19 
Lv  lIui  foundaiion  of  the  Coriilhio- church, 
firft  among  the  Jews,  and  afterwards  among 
the  (1  entiles i  (Aiiiii.  ^i>);  and  fo  it  can 
never  found  a  daim  for  the  fuprenacy,  or 
the  infallibility,  of  the  pope ;  For  in  this  nr 

fpert 
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(hii  rock  I  vill 
my  chinch  \ 
anil  the  of 

hell  fa.iH  not  p«- 
*ail  againlt  IL 


Ip  And  I  vill 

five  unto  thee  the 
keys  of  the  king¬ 
dom  uf  hftvcn : 
end  wh&riocvcr 

thou  Huh  bind  on 
ear;  It  ,  ihall  be 
bound  in  heaven; 
and  whatfbever 
thvAifhaldoofeon 
earth ,  dull  be 
looted  in  heaven. 


10  Thee  char* 
ped  be  h:$  difd* 
that  they 

ffMnkltcHnoman 

that  he  wa*  jcjiis 
the  ChrilL 


perfon,  whom  you  have  now  confeCetl  to  be  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  true  Meffiah  ;  oi,  which  amounts  to 
much  the  fame  thing,  this  great  article  of  your  faith 
in  him*  is  iike  an  immoveable,  cverUtting  rock,  on 
which  I  will  build  my  church,  confifttng  of  all  true 
believers  that  {hail  agree  with  you  herein ;  and  I  will 
fo  eftablifti  them  upon  this  fure  foundation,  tint  neither 
all  {the  power  and  policy  of  devils  and  theiiinihuniuHs, 
nor  death  itfclf,  {hall  ever  fo  far  prevail,  as  to  ddltoy 
the  fouls  of  any  that  truly  reft  upon  it  for  eternal  life, 
or  to  root  my  intertft  out  of  the  world* 

1  p  And  as  you,  in  the  name  of  all  my  apoftles,  have 
made  this  importanr  confefRon  of  me,  I  give  the  key  of 
knowledge  and  difcipline  unto  you  as  the  fir  ft  preacher 
of  my  gofpel  to  Jews  and  Gentiles^  and  unto  them  and 
their  fuccefiors  as  your  fellow-labourers  and  officers  in 
my  church  and  kingdom:  And  whatfoever  you  or  theyr$ 
lhal!  do,  in  a  doctrinal  way,  by  preaching  in  my  name* 
and  declaring  what  pra&ices  are  unlawful  and  what  are 
lawful,  and  fo  binding  or  charging  fin  upon  the  confer 
ences  erf’  others,  and  loofing  or  acquitting  them  from 
guilt;  and  whatever  any  of-  you  {hairdo,  in  a  judicial 
way,  by  the  exercife  of  fpiritual  and  holy  difciplinc, 
according  to  my  will  and  word,  in  the  adm in iit ration 
of  my  kingdom  upon  earth;  all  this  fltall  be  furely  ra¬ 
tified  and  confirmed  in  heaven,  and  be  approved  of  in 
the  day  of  judgment, 

20  Then  he  ft r icily  commanded  the  apoftles  not  to 
publifli,  as  yet,  what  they  knew  about  his  being  the 
Media  h  and  a  Pei  foil  of  divine  original;  left  the  P/j»- 
rifecs  Ihould  be  provoked  to  cut  him  off  before  his  time  ; 
or  left  the  people  (hould  tumuhuouflv  gather  together, 
to  make  him  a  temporal  kiug  by  force ;  or  at  left  they, 

who 


N  o 

fpeffc  PcUr  could  hive  no  fueocllof,  rnkch 
i(fj  one  thut  rctiats  at  Rome  *  and.iho  pope 
is  fo  far  from  being  cb t  Jirfi  preacher  of  the 
gotpii,  ami  lrom  goring  in  ptrlbn  to  convert 
Jilts  and  that  he  docs  not  ufc  to 

preach  at  all* 

i  As  pares  and  walls  tn-re  the  ftrengtfc  of 
ciiicfj  and  as  courts  of  judicature  were  held 
hi  their  gales,  tins  phrafe  may  very  H  ell  fig- 
niK  the  poster  and  policy  of  Satan  and  his 
iulirommH.  Fid.  GLjf,  Sa;r.  cap- 

x:L  ]>*  30a* 

$  As  t\ic  tile  of  keys  i>  to  open  doors  and 
(hut  Hum  i  fo  delivering  the  keys  to  &  per* 
ji-Hi  w  as  an  emblem  of  tnc  authority  veiled 
in  him  as  a  ftevr^rd,  or  as  one  pm  i tf  troll 
uhh  the  management  of  floret  and  provifions 
god  other  affairs  for  the  honour  and  iirvice 


r  E  S, 

of  his  tjOfd*  A  nd  as  what  Qirift  hat  fay ? 
to  Pdtrt  hcfaysat'rcr^urds  xviil.  17, 

18,)  to  the  church,  and  [  £)•)  ti> 

alt  the  iiptrfHtf ;  it  icziXiS  that  it  is  <0  be  on* 
tfcrilood  with  1  rtktion  to  the  fuercrding 
ftatc  of  (lie  church  in  all  ages  of  the  world  } 
and  is  to  he  explained  Irv  after  fetiUnicms  in 
the  New1  MVJhimcni,  rith  rtptj  10  tk  ati- 
ihorityofminiftrriatdccbratHittfjandcln'irich- 
ad»,  in  the  umc  of  ChriiU  as  far  as  they 
are  duly  managed  in  agreement  with  this 
word  of  God.  Hut  E  rather  think,  that  as. 
iWV/#  xvlii.  17,  i9.  relates  only  to  church- 
authorit]  ;  Jb  what  is  laid  here,  and  in  Ji-hn 
xx.  13.  itljics  principally,  if  not  rutiitUy 
to  that  which  is  rntnidabl.  bcc  die  note- 
and  parapbrefe  on  Jifc*  we,  5  J< 

H  4  t  As 


Iso  <Tbe  Evangel!/}  Matthew  farapbrgjed.  Ch.  xvi. 


i  t  Pnom  that 
time  forth  begin 
Jcfus  to  ihcw  «n* 
to  hU  diltipjd, 
how  that  he  mull 


E 


unto  JcruJa- 
m,,  and  fu3b 


m^iy  tiling  of 
the  elder*,  and 
chief  prieib,  and 


fetihes,  tod  be 
killed,  and  be  rai¬ 
ded  again  the  third 
±7* 


MX  Then  Peter 
took  him,  and 
began  to  rebuke 
him,  frying.  Be 
it  far  from  thee, 
Lord:  dm  fhall 
not  be  cat?  then 


a|  Bpthctum- 
fd,  and  fr id  unto 
Peter,  Oct  ihee 
behind  mo,  Sa¬ 
tan  :  thou  art  an 
oflencc  unto  *w  * 

for 


who  would  not  then  believe  t'he  difciples  report,  fhouM 
be  prejudiced  before  band  again!!  the  tdlimony  they 
were  to  give  to  him  after  his  refurrcflion  from  the  dead. 

a  i  The  faith  of  the  di topics  being  now  raifed  fb  high 
concerning  him,  he  thought  it  a  proper  fcafon  to  ac* 
quaint  them  with  the  great  fuffe  rings  and  abatement  he 
was  to  undergo,  that  they,  might  not  expeft  him  to  ap¬ 
pear  with  temporal  grandeur  for  their  worldly  advantage, 
nor  be  {hocked  at  the  fight  of  the  humbling  and  ter¬ 
rible  things  which  would  ere  long  befal  him :  And 
therefore  from  that  time  forward  he  began,  as  oppor¬ 
tunities  offered,  to  tell  them  more  plainly  than  ever  be¬ 
fore,  that  be  null  go  to  Jerufaienty  and  there  fuffer 
many  cruelties  and  indignities  by  the  malice  of  the 
JnuiJb  fanhedrim,  (which  con  filled  of  their  rulera,  chief 
prieila,  and  Jcri&eSy)  till  at  length  they  would  put  him 

to  death  >  but,  for  their  comfort,  he  added,  that  on  the 
third  day  he  Ihould  rife  again  to  life.  (See  tbe  note  on 
chap.  xii.  40.) 

93  This  was  ftrange  do&rine  to  them,  who  could 
not  tell  how  to  reconcile  it  to  the  faith  they  then  had  in 
his  exalted  character,  and  to  their  hopes  of  his  reigning 
with  power  and  ‘glory  as  a  temporal  monarch  among 
them :  And  therefore  Petert  with  his  ufual  rafli  and  for¬ 
ward  temper,  took  him  afide  from  the  reft  of  the  ditci- 
pics,  and  fo  far  forgot  himfelf,  and  the  noble  confdGon 
he  hail  lately  made,  as  to  expoftulatc  with  him,  by  way 
of  pafltonate  contradi&ion  and  difpleafure,  laying.  We 
cannot  bear  a  thought  of  this}  it  is  abominable  to  Tup- 

pofc  that  the  Son’  of  God,  and  the  Mefliah,  Ihould  fuf¬ 
fer  filch  reproachful  and  terrible  things  as  thefe :  I«ord, 
have  pity  upon  thyfelf,  (•***  tftti  niiertj  )  and  then  none  of 
them  can  befal  thee  :  hlay,  rather  than  they  ihould,  we 
and  the  people,  who  have  thee  in  admiration,  will  fight 
to  deliver  thee  out  of  fucb  cruel  hands. 

23  But  ChriA  {00k  this  very  heinoull y  1  and,  turning 

ftiort  upon  Ptier}  feveieiy  reprpvcd  him  for  ir,  faying. 

In  this  you  are  an  adversary  f  to  met  notwitfomding 
the  heat  of  your  avowed  friend  (hip,  Satan  hath  given  it 
a  carnal  telufii  turn,  and  you  are  ferving  his  interell  by 
attempting  to  prevent  the  great  end  for  which  lam 
come  into  the  world.  Be  gone  ;  fay  no  more  of  this 


matter  j 


NOTE. 


t  -A®  Saitfw  in  e/w rfiryt  pofliblj 

•nr  Lord  only  mtxn,  that  Prttr  Kri^ 

in  ^cd  ttic  pan  of  an  rnrmy  to  hirn-  tint, 
this  irmtioa  hart  4  rral  wnfiency  to  favour 
th?  dcv'I’s  snsf  difcoiira^e  Tefos  in 


nil  princiolci  aix!  oinriver  i\  x  Sarau  vH-iiei 
to*  it  nr.gli^  tie  fpitVn  of  a.s  hi*  uwirfc ; 
though  jr  tvwMhat  bcdidnoi  dcf;£n  n>  pn- 

vein  Chriil'j  Ibfdogs  and  finer  vi 

are  told,  that  t&t  Aw/  put  it  jit  tirt 

Uirf  tf  JgAj  ft  iitmj  Jofiti  jpi:. 


Ch.  xyt.  Tbt  EvanwQft  -Matthew  pa, 


in 


men 


*4  Then  frid 
JeJus  qatfl  his  dit- 
eipte?,  If  a^yman 

will  come  after 


up  his  craft,  and 


me. 


for  than  taoareft  matter  *  lam  much  difplcafed  with  you  for  throwing 

bToT&wPbut  an  obftade  in  my  way.  For  your  judgment  and 
itofc  that  be  of  affe&ions  herein  are  not,  according  to  my  Father's  will 
men.  and  defign,  relating  to  his  glory  in  the  redemption  and 

falvation  of  loft,  tinners ;  but,  according' to  the  maxims 
of  carnal  policy,  relating  to  the  honour,  cafe,  and  rich- 
es  of  this  world* 

M  Tbm  (kid  24  Then  Jefus,  turning  to  his  difeipies,  £ome  of  the 
Jdtw naio his dit-  people  alfo  being  with  them,  {Mark  vtit.  34.)  laid,  As 

wfll^corvT^^v  *  jnyfcif  nluft  be  perfected  by  fufferings ;  fo  whoever  is 
me,  la  him  deny  heartily  willing  and  refblvcd  to  he  my  difdple,  mull  de« 
hUajclf,  and  ube  ny  his  own  flelhly  wtfdom  and  will,  and  fecular  inter- 

fSillw  ^  cds,  and  fubmit  to  the  will  of  God  without  rclu&ancc 

or  referees  and  whatever  Ioffes  or  perfections,  even  ’ 
unto  death,  he  may  be  called  to  endure  for  my  fake,  he 
-  mall,  with  faith  and  patience,  follow  my  example  in 
fufferings  as  well  as  obedience*  (See  note  on  Mari 

34-) 

tf  For  whofo-  25  For  he  that  thinks  to  preferve  himfelf  from  tern* 

m  will  lave  bu  poral  death  by  Gnful  compliances  and  forfaking  me, 

wd  ^whed^ver  frail  fnrely  fall  fhort  of  eternal  life,  and  be  plunged  in- 
witt  Ms  bis  life  to  endlcfs  mifery ;  But  he  that  fufFets  the  loft  of  a  tern* 
for  <ny  sake,  QnU  poral  life  on  account  of  his  faith  in  me  and  obedience 
*•  to  me,  or  becaufe  he  will  not  make  (hipwreck  of  faith 

and  a  good  confidence,  IhaJJ  not  be  huit  of  the  fecond 
death,  out  obtain  everlafting  life,  which  is  the  life  of 
the  feu),  and  is  beltof  ail. 

,<  For  what  16  For  what  would  be  the  advantage  of  any  one's  pof- 
w  *  ma,|  Pro!fiwjJ*  fefGng  the  prefent  life,  with  all  the  riches,  honours  and 

whole •orid.'V.ud  pleftfures  that  this  world  can  afford,  if  at  laft,  through 
Jo*  his  own  fcid  ?  his  inordinate  affeAion  to  them,  he  (hould  lofe  all  the 
cr  «bu  i>.ali  z  wtif^re,  peace,  and  happinefa  of  bis  own  immortal  foul? 
?,yy  Or,  if  once  this  is  lofl,  what  valuable  confidcration  can 
foul  t  he  ever  offer  to  God  for  its  redemotion  ?  and  what  would 


if  For  whofo- 
ever  will  toe  Hu 


for  my  tike,  (ball 

find  it* 


%6  For  wbat 
«  t  man  profited* 
it  he  i hill  gain  the 


P 


he  ever  offer  to  God  for  its  redemption  ?  and  what  would 
he  not  give,  if  he  had  it,  and  it  might  be  accepted,  in 
exchange  for  this  foul  of  his,  that  it  might  not  be  mifer- 
able  to  all  eternity  ? 

ij  FortlieSon  27  He  will  one  day  find  this  to  be  an  important  con- 
of  man  (kill  cudic  (ideration,  whatever  he  thinks  of  it  now :  For  the  Mel- 


inthcfllory  of  his 
>V.  her,  with  his 
angels;  andthfn 
he  toll  reward 
vrry  man  accord* 
u>X  Co  his  works. 


(■deration,  whatever  he  chinks  of  it  now :  For  the  Met- 
fiah,  who,  as  the  Son  of  man,  at  prefent  appears  in  the 
ftfhion  of  a  man,  attended  with  all  the  mean  circutn- 
ftances  and  finlefe  infirmities  of  human  nature  in  its 
humbled  date,  ft  all,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  appear  as 
the  Son  God,  in  the  form  of  God,  finning  in  the  glory 
of  the  fame  divine  nature  with  his  Father,  and  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  grand  retinue  of  holy  angels ;  (lee  the  note 
on  Luke  is.  lb.)  And  then  he,  as  Judge  of  the  whole 
world,  will  pafs  fentence  of  eternal  life  upon  the  righ¬ 
teous 


132 


The  Evangeliji  Matthew  paraphrafed.  Ch.  xvi. 


ig  Verily  I  fay 

unto  yoa,  Then 
be  foai«  fluid  ins 
here,  which  frail 
im  ufte  of  dcuh, 
till  they  fix  the 
San  uf  man  co¬ 
ming  in  his  king- 
do  IQ. 


teous,  and  of  eternal  death  upon  the  wicked,  according 
as  they  (hall  be  proved  to  be  fudi  by  their  refpe&ive  works. 

38  And,  as  an  evidence  and  emblem  of  this,  I  af- 
Cured]  y  tell  you,  There  are  Come  now  prelent  +,  who 
(hall  live  to  fee  the  MelHah  coming  to  fet  up  his  media* 
rorial  kingdom,  with  great  power  and  glory,  in  the  ef 1 
fufion  of  his  Spirit,  in  the  wonderful  increafe  of  the  gof- 
pel- church,  in  the  fubverlion  of  the  Alofatc  frame  of 
worfhip,  and  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  eity,  temple, 
and  nation  of  the  Jews,  for  their  obftinacy  and  unbe¬ 
lief  i  yea,  fome  fliafl  foon  fee  a  glimpfe  and  pretrgu ra¬ 
tion  of  his  future  ftill  more  eminent  glory,  (chap.  xvii. 
I,  2.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  do  the  enemies  of  Chrift  ami  hia  church  combine  together  againft  him  and 
them*  though  thefc  enemies  be  ever  fo  much  at  variance  among  tbemfclve*  f  ami 
how  much  move  frgaciona  are  they  in  temporal,  than  in  fpiritual  concerns  1  Ant 
O  how  great  is  the  btefiednefe  of  thofe  that  are  ftvingly  enlightened  with  the 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  brought  to  believe  in  him  j  God  has  diftinguifhed  them 
by  hit  grace;  they  are  built  on  the  Lord  Jefus,  at  a  hire  foundation  that  will  ne¬ 
ver  fail  them;  and  no  defign*  formed  againft  them  Ihall  ever  prevail  to  their  ruin. 
Chrift,  as  the  Son  of  man,  has  the  tenderefi  companion  toward  them ;  and,  as 
the  Son  of  God,  has  almighty  power  to  Cave  them,  in  defiance  of  all  that  oppofc 
them:-  He  has  gone  through  the  deepeft  humiliation  and  fufferings  for  their  re¬ 
demption,  and  now  Jives  in  his  glory  for  their  fccority  and  felvatiom  And  what* 

L  ever  fpiritual  powers  he  has  lodged  with  dien,  they  are  all  for  the  good  of  h» 
church,  to  be  exencifed  by  his  commiHiuQ*  and  with  a  reference  to  his  final  judg¬ 
ment;  and  they  (hall  then  be  confirmed  or  reverfed,  accnrding  as  they  (hall  be 
found  to  agree  or  difagree  with  his  word.  How  fttould  bditvers  reft  and  rejoice 
in  him,  own  and  honour  him,  and  even  triumph  in  the  thoughts  of  the  day;  when 
be  fhall  (hint  in  all  the  majelty  of  the  God*  and  of  their  fudge,  who  will  come  to 
five  them !  But,  alas  !  how  bufy  is  Satan  with  us,  even  iirthe  hours  of  our  ftrong- 
eft  frith  and  Tweeted  enjoyments!  and  what  need  have  we  to  be  upon  our  watch 
again  ft  him,  and  againft  the  deccitfuinefr  of  our  own  hearts,  left  we  be  puffed  jip 
v  kh  pride,  grow  impatient  of  humbling  proJpefts^  oppofc  the  wifdom  and  will  of 
Chrift,  and  bring  ojirfdves  under  his  rebukga  l»Wc  mud  follow  the  l*arab  whi- 
therfoever  he  goes,  if  we  would  follow  him  at  hft  to  heaven.  What  If  we  f offer 
tribulation  and  death  for  his  lake,  in  the  way?  An  immortal  life  of  hlefiedncfs  lies 
at  die  end;  and  whatfoever  we  may  lofc^r  Ohrid,  we  (hall  be  no  Infers  by  him : 
His  crown  will  make  a  rich  and  eternal  amends  for  his  croft.  And  O  how  much 
better  is  it  to  deny  ourfclvea  here,  for  an  everlafttng  lift  hereafter,  which  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  loft,  than  tp  deny  him  here,  to  our  e  mite  ft  ruin,  which  can  never  be  retrie¬ 
ved  !  What  in  all  this  world  can  once  be  compared  with  the  loft*  or  filvation,  of 
a  man’s  own  foul ! 

NOTE. 

t  To  uflt  ii  a  Hrbrrifa  for  dpay.  yelifts  make  this  the  prefree  to  (heir  account 

Now  all  theft  things  wqt  ficn  by  the  apo-  of  if,  vasfrenliy  Ptfcr,  Jrww,  and 
(lie  *frh:i7  and  feme  others,  before  they  died ;  a  week  afterwards*  Gup*  ariL  i. 
ard  the  transfiguration,  which  feme  think  U  t ,  %•  and  Lutcix*  ij>  iS,  19. 
hen  peculiarly  nfenul  tu  beciufedl  the  tvan* 


St 


CHAP.  XVII. 

ChrijVi  transfiguration ,  1,-13-  His  healing  a  lunalif,  14, — *1.  His 

preditUos 


Ch.  xvit .  The  Evangefift  Matthew  paraphrafed. 


prediQicn  of  his  own  death  and  rcfurreSlion,  % 2,  23. 
ing  tribute;  24, — 47. 


raj 

And  bis  pay* 


T*it. 

AND  after  fix 
tby s,  Jcfns 
tafccth  Peter  t 

tune*,  aodjohn 
ii  brother,  and 
bi  ingeth  them  up 
into  in  high 
OlOiSDUUl  apart. 


1  And  wat 
transfigured  hc- 
ftire  them  ;  and 
bt!  tacc  did  flline 
usptfxefuiij  and  his 
jrdn>emw4>nhi££ 

M  the  light. 


Paraphrase. 

A  Bov  T  that  day  feven -night,  'after  Cbrifl  had  fpoken 
of  the  glory  in  which  iome  then  living  fliould  fee 
him  appear,  (ve  the  note  on  Luke  ix+  28,}  he  privately 
went  up  an  high  mountain  f>  and  took  with  hum  three 
of  his  favourite  difciples,  Peter,  James,  and  his  brother 
John,  to  give  them  a  gliropfc  of  hin  glory  ;  that  as  they 
were,  in  a  little  time,  to  be  fpeflators  of  his  agony  in 
the  garden,  (chap,  xxvj.  37,}  they  might  be  fo  likewife, 
before- hand,  of  his  inajdiy;  and  that  out  of  the  mouth 
of  two  or  three  witnefles  thole  important  facia  might  be 
eftablifhed, 

2  And  as  he  was  praying,  (Luke  ix,  29.}  the-appear- 
ance  of  his  body  was  changed  $  in  their  light,  from  the 
ordinary  form  of  a  man  and  likenefs  of  a  fervant,  into 
the  iJluftrjoLis  form  or  appearance  of  God,  that  he  might 
look  like  himfdf  as  the  Lord  of  glory  :  And  his  in* 
dwelling  deity  darted  out  its  rays  through  the  vail  of 
his  flefh  with  fueh  tranfeendent  fplendor,  that  his  face 
Ihone  with  divine  majefty,  like  the  fun  j  and  all  his  bo¬ 
dy  was  fo  irradiared  by  it,  that  his  cloaths  could  net 
conceal  its  glory,  but  became  white  and  glittering,  as 
the  very  light,  with  which  he  covered  himlclf  as  with  a 


3  AndbehoH, 
there  appeared 
into  them 
and  Kiua  Inlking 
V'fch  him. 


4  Thws  an  - 
ftcrod  Pe;er,and 
lard  unto  jefus, 
L*ird>  it  it  good 
for  us  to  be  here ; 
if  thou  wilt*  let 
us  make  ho# 
three  tabcrnaclr* ; 

cue 


garment, 

3  And  behold  a  further  fpect men  of  his  lafl  glorious 
appearance,  when  he  will  come  with  ten  thoufandof  his 
faints  !  There  appeared  Mo/cs  the  giver  of  the  law,  and 
Elias  the  reflnrcr  of  it,  in  glorious  forms  j :  and  they 
converfed  with  Chrifl  about  bis  iufFe  rings  and  death  at 
JeruJalem,  (Luke  ir*  31,) 

4  Then  the  difciples  hearing  the  convention  that 
pa  fled  between  them,  and  thereby  knowing  that  theft 
two  perfons  were  Mo/es  and  Elias  ;  Peter ,  with  his  u- 
fual  forwardnefs,  fpoke  to  Jefus,  crying  out  with  won¬ 
der  and  joy.  Lord,  we  arc  in  a  perfect  eeftafy  at  this  vi* 
fion  :  How  glorious  and  delightful  is  the  fight  !  and  how 
happy  would  it  be  for  us  to  continue  here  all  our  days 
amidft  this  glory  !  IF  it  it  pleafe  rhee,  wc  will  pitch  three 
tents,, or  make  three  booths  of  boughs,  in  this  place  ; 


N  0 

f  Thu  1$  comm  only  thought  to  have  been* 
noent  Tuiof, 

\  ht  ms  mctemarpfoftf, 

fcooi  to  itfier  tn  pta px*  iev,  the  jw»*  CrW, 
and  JmA*  *bu  r,  the 

j'yrffi  of  a  ftrvtotff  and  the  tiiturfi 


one 

T  E  S- 

P?hL  iL  4,  t- :  arid  rtny  Infimatt',  ilut  t*'ti 
divine  which  the  iudwdiing  r*««I  i?t 
out  oti  (his  nctafajii,  muic  the 
chanjip  fpotn  one  of  the  forms  into  iJtc  u'hff. 
f  Their  bodic*  were  juvlMbiy  pre.ervi*d 

lor  this  piupg& 
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.am  for  thee*  »d 

oiv  for 

and  ottcfurfcli^fl- 
I  While  he  yet 
fpakt,  behold,  a 
bmh  t  eloodovef* 
AalowoJ  than; 
*ud  Exhold ,  a 
vneo  out  id  the 
cloudy  which  hi  id 
ThU  *&  my  befc> 
vcdSoo^in  whom 
lamvfllplch&l; 
harythim* 


tf  And  when 
-the  di  fcipl«  heard 
tf,  they  felt  on 
their  fare ,  and 
were  fore  afraid. 

y  And  Jefin 
cuic  ud  Loudud 
thetzs  and  ftid, 
Artie,  and  be  doc 
afraid. 


8  And  when 
they  had  lifted  up 
their  eyes,  they 
iaif  no  n).m,  lave 
Jefn*  only. 

p  And  a*  they 

eitnc  down  from 
the  r*oufltain,Je- 
fe&durgedfhcm, 
Lying,  Tell  the 
v}&>rj  to  itonum, 
until  the  .Son  of 
man  be  Hfcn  a- 
IfAn  frain  the 


on 6  for  thee,  another  for  Mo/est  and  a  third  for  EHatt 
that  we  may  all  dwell  together  in  the  mount. 

5  While  he  -was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  behold  an  im* 
mediate  tritimony  to  Chrift  from  God  his  Father!  f  A 
bright  cloud  of  glory,  as  a  gracious  emblem  of  the  Di* 
vine  Prefence,  eo  comparted  all -that  were  there j  and  the 
difciples  heard  the  Father’s  voiee  concerning  Jefus  out 
of  the  cloud,  faying,  This  is  my  beloved  Sou,  in  whofe 
perfon,  office,  and  work,  I  acquiefce,  and  am  highly 
delighted;  and  your  bappincls  is  not  to  be  expcAea 
from  extraordinary  vifions,  but  in  and  from  him  :  As 
therefore  ye  have  hitherto  had  M efts  and  the  prophets, 
I  now  tum  yotl  over  to  my  dear  Son ;  and,  in  wbatfo- 
ever  he  fhall  teach  and  command  you,  hearken  to  him. 

6  And  when  the  difciples  heard  with  what  divine 
majetty  this  voice  was  uttered,  they,  being  confciuug 
of  their  own  (iufulnefs  and  firailty,  were  fo  exceedingly 
aftonifbed  and  terrified,  that  they  fell  down  with  their 
faces  flat  to  the  ground. 

7  But  Jefus  raifed  them  up,  whom  an  awful  fenfe  of 
God’s  immediate  prefence  bad  caft  down ;  he  came  in 
his  tendernefs  and  affe£Hon,  and  taking  hold  of  them, 
ftrengthened  and  comforted  them,  and  bad  them  rife 
and  not  be  afraid  of  any  evil  whilft  he  was  with  them. 

8  And  when  they  got  up  and  looked  about  them, 
the  extraordinary  vtfion  and  appearances  were  all  over ; 
and  they  faw  Jefus  alone  in  his  ufual  form  and  habit, 
juft  as  he  was  before  this  transformation. 

9  Then  they  came  down  with  him  from  the  mount 
of  vifion;  and,  as  they  were  defeending,  calked  over 
the  glorious  appearance  they  had  fern :  And  Jefus  com* 
manded  them  not  to  tell  it  to  the  reft  of  the  difciples, 
left  they  ihould  be  grieved  and  difcour&ged  becaufe 
they  were  not  lilcewtfe  admitted  to  the  fight;  nor  to 
let  any  perfons  know,  it  till  he  the  Meflian  Ihould  rife 
again  from  the  dead,  left  it  Ihould  exafperate  fume  the 
more  againft  him,  and  left  his  approaching  fufterings 
ihould  ftumble  others  and  make  them  difbelieve  it: 


**  At. dhiidlf- 
4spk&  afkej  him, 

%- 


Buc  lie  gave  leave  for  their,  publifhing  it  afterwards ; 
hecaufe  bis  refurrecUon,  and  the  glory  which  Ihould 
follow,  would  make  it  credible  enough,  and  confirm 
their  teftimony  about  it. 

jo  They  accordingly  took  no  notice  of  it  to  any  one 
for  the  prefent ;  but  were  puzzled,  in  cbeir  own 

thoughts, 


n  o  t  •  E 


■  +  Tliif  Cctrnf  to  hmteen  fiich  a  cloud  of  glory  at  diretVd  Jfl-atl  in  tbe  wiliicniclt; 
■Ivfh,  as  J'-trifi  writers  obfenre,  ilqiancil  at  tbe  tkuh  of  Me/es*  But  it  now  upfcarn) 

^in  in  hoaour  of  oip  Lof&t  u  the  great  prophet  of  chf  thuxchj  who.  piifigaied 
Ij 
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U$ 


ijTOfc  Why  ihto 

w  3k  (bribe*. 


U 
&r 

th%\.  Elm  amft 
firft  comcf 


ft  And  Jcfiu 
infwtrcdaAd  frld 
unto  them,  Elias 
truly  ihall  firft 

come,  and  itftorc 
■1L  thing*. 


t*  But  1  fry 
uoto  you,  that  E-* 
lias  is  come  ■!- 
rtaiy,  anJ  they 
knew  him  not, 
but  have  done  no¬ 
lo  him  whaffih 

ever  they  Hrted : 

llkevifc  IhiU  a  Jib 
the  Son  or  man 
fuffer  of  them* 

Then  the 
tlifcipte*  mwkr- 
flood  that  he 
fpake  unto  tEfcm 
of  Jobo  the  Bap- 
tiik* 

t4  And  when 
they  were  come 
to  the  multitude, 
there  came  to  him 
i  ctrtaia  man , 
kneeling  down  to 

him,  and  frying, 

ij  Lord,  have 
mercy  <m  my  folk* 
for  he  is luna tick* 
and  fore  vexed: 
for  oftentimes  he 
fallcth  into  the 
Jifft-AOd  oft  Into 
the  watef. 


if  And  I 
brought  him  to 
thy  difoipktj  and 
they  could  not 
cure  him. 

if  Thrnjeras 

aofWeitdartdfaid, 

O  fdthlds  and 


thoughts,  about  what  he  meant  by  the  Mtffish’s  riling 
again  from,  the  dead,  (Mark  ix.  jo.)  And  a s  Elias  ftaia 
fo  little  a  while  with  Chrift,  and  even  his  appearing  at 
all  mo  ft  be  made  a  fecrct  of,  they  afked  him.  Why  it 
was  fo  commonly  faid  by  their  doctors,  in  expounding 
the  law  and  the  prophets,  that  Elias  mull  publicly  ap- 
pear  to  ulher  ip  the  MdTiah  ? 

11  Jefas  replied.  It  is  very  fure  that  Eli  at  was  to  he 
die  forerunner  of  the  MeJliab,  according  to  the  prophe¬ 
cy  concerning  him,  (Mai,  iv.  5,  6.)  He  was  to  preach 
the  doQrincs  of  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins,  and 
to  point  out  the  Chrift,  and  direfk  people  to  him  for  the 
reformation  of  all  that  was  amifs  in  the  church  and  in 
world. 

12  But  (fays  he)  I  tell  you,  that,  anfwerable  to  the 
defign  of  the  prophecy,  Elias  (i.  e.  one  coming  in  the 
fpirit  and  power  of  Elias)  has  already  appeared  and 
done  his  office j  and  the  feribes  and  Pnatifees  did  not 
know  and  receive  or  own  him  under  that  character, 
bnt  rejected  his  baptifm,  and  faid  he  had  a  devil,  ( Luke 
vii.  30,  31.)}  and  they  were  pleated  when  he  was  put 
to  death-:  In  like  manner  they  alio  reje£t  and  reproach 
the  Meffiah  himfelf,  and  will  procure  his  death. 

1 3  Then  the  diteiples  underftood  him  to  mean,  that 
John  the  Baptifl  was  the  Elias  prophcGcd  of  as  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  Chrift. 

14  The  day  after  this,  (Luke  ix.  37.)  when  Jdus, 
in  company  with  Peter,  James,  and  John,  returned 
from  the  mountain  to  the  multitude,  who  were  gather¬ 
ed  together  about  the  reft  of  the  diteiples  that  were  left 
below,  (Mark  ix.  14.)  a  certain  man  came  to  him,  and, 
kneeling  down  before  him  like  an  hnmble  fupplicant, 
laid, 

1 5  Lord,  if  thou  art  able,  ( Mark  ix.  22.)  I  betecch 
thee  to  have  compaffion  upon  my  fon,  who  is  my  only 
child,  and  is  grievouily  tormented  by  an  evil  fpirit  that 
has  got  pofleflion  of  him,  (Luke  ix.  38,  39.) :  For  at 
certain  feafons  of  the  moon  he  is  diftra&ed,  amt  has  the 
falling-ficknds  to  fucb  a  degree,  that  many  times  he 
fuddeoly  tumbles  into  the  lire,  and  at  others  into  the 
water,  to  the  endangering  of  his  life. 

itf  And  while  thou  wert  abtent,  E  bronght  him  to 
thy  difciples,  in  hopes  that  they  might  difpoftefs  Satan, 
and  heal  my  fon;  but  alas)  they  tried,  and  found  it 
fueh  a  defperate  cafe,  that  they  could  do  nothing  in  it. 

17  Then  Jefus  rebuked  him,  and  the  unbelieving 
multitude,  and  efpeciatly  the  feribes,  who  feented  to 
intuit  the  diteiples,  and  refledi  upon  their  Lord,  becaufe 

they 
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pcrrcrfc  genera¬ 
tion,  how  long 

fb^ll  1  be  with 
you  ?  how  long 
Hull  l  fuJFer  yriul 
brinj  him  hither 
to  KDCW 


they  had  failed  in  their  attempt  to  work  this  cure, 
(Mark  ik*  14,);  and  he  (aid  to  them  f,  O  incredalous, 
degenerate,  and  fro  ward  race  of  men,  how  (hall  I  con* 
tiuue  working  miracles  among  you,  before  ye  will  he 
convinced  of  my  power  and  goodnefs  ?  How  long  (hall 
I  bear  with  your  obftinate  infidelity  ?  Bring  the  child  to 
me,  that  I  may  (hew  mine  arm  is  not  fhortened  that  it 
cannot  fave* 


i3  And  Jcfiis 
relinked  rhedrvil, 
ind  he  departed 
out  of  him  :  and 
the  child  wat  cu¬ 
red  from  that  ve¬ 
ry  hour* 

zp  Then  came 
the  tliicipki  to 
Jrfu&  apart,  and 
ft  id,  Why  could 
not  we  Citlt  him 
out  ? 

±o  And  Jefus 
ft  id  unto  them, 
Ecnufc  of  ycur 
unbelief r  for  ve¬ 
rily  £  fay  umo 
yon.  If  ye  have 
ftith  as  a  grain  »f 
■Dullard- feed,  yc 
Hull  fary  unto  this 
mountain.  Re¬ 
move  hence  U> 
yonder  place,  And 
it  dull  remove; 
and  nothing  lhall 
be  impoiljble  un¬ 
to  you, 

ai  Houbclt, 

this 


1 8  They  accordingly  brought  him  to  Jefus,  and  be 
immediately)  with  divine  majefty  and  authority)  re¬ 
primanded  the  devil)  and  forced  him)  by  a  bare  word 
of  command)  to  conic  out  of  the  lad,  who  was  perfect¬ 
ly  healed  that  very  inftant. 

19  As  foon  ns  Jefus  had  withdrawn  from  the  people) 
his  difdplcs  being  concerned  at  the  defeat  they  had  met 
with  in  attempting  this  cure,  and  not  knowing  the  rea- 
fon  of  it,  came  and  sited  him.  Whence  it  was  Lhat  they 
could  not  cart  cut  the  devil  and  heal  this  child  ? 

20  And  Jefus  anl'wercd  them.  It  was  for  want  of  a 
proper  and  prefent  exercife  of  faith  in  you,  as  well  as 
in  the  parent  of  the  child :  For  I  aflurcdly  tell  you,  that 
if  at  any  time  ye  truly  depend  upon  me,  and  the  pro- 
mifes  of  my  prefence  with  you,  though  it  be  only  with 
the  lealt  degree  of  fincere  faith,  fuch  as,  comparatively 
fpeaking,  is  but  like  a' grain  of  muftard-feed;  ye  (ball 
do  things  that  arc  feemingly  as  impoflible,  as,  by  a 
word’s  fpeaking,  to  remove  that  mountain,  which  ye 
fee,  to  another  place ;  and  nothing  fhall  be  too  hard  for 
you  to  do,  for  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  difeharge  of 
your  duty  and  office,  by  my  power  accompanying  you. 

21  However,  be  it  known  unto  you,  that  %  this  kind 

of 


NOTE  s. 


,  f  Mort  eapolitors  fappofr  this  nbake  was 

gNen  to  the  difeipta;  but  the  appellation 
that  out  Lord  nmr  like  thole 

vhieh  he  was  wont  to  give  ro  the  frrihrs  than 
to  his  J  ife  ip  Its :  Aod  if  he  now  called  t\  iem 
■  fritMcft  and  perverie  generation,  they 
would  h*ve  hiil  no  occasion  afterwards  to  a/k 
him  the  rcufon,  as  they  did,  (tcj\  why 
they  could  not  caft  out  this  devil.  BtfJdcs, 
the  anfwer  «u  dinrAed  to  the  father  of  the 
duld,  as  one  of  this  perverie  generation. 
Murk  ft*  ip.  fee  the  note  there. 

}  Interpreters  generally  dunk  that  our 
Lord  jncanc  this  kind  of  mir/rtlttj  vh.  raft¬ 
ing  out  of  devils.  But  as,  00  one  hand,  the 
antecedent*  according  to  this  firppottfion, 
Bcf  remote,  rcrf  is  ratW  odJeAed  from, 
than^  nprc/Td  in,  tj*c  foregoing  ctpfifcxt ; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  make  good  ferife  of  the 
phrifc,  tbU  ktud ef  T&iraUigxj  ucl  wU;  And 


a?,  00  the  other  band,  fstib  b  the  next  ante¬ 
cedent,  and  is  exprtfdy  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  verfe;  and  tbe  ftylfl,  tbit  Mad  of 
faith  £eer  ml  wf,  lies  «fy  and  natural ;  1  ra¬ 
ther  chufe  the  ftnfc  given  in  tlie  paraph  raft. — 
What  our  Lord  here  mention*  about  prayer 
and  falling,  is  00  way  inconiillcnt  with  »'Mt 
he  had  ftidugriufthisdi&iptcs  fatting  whiUI 

he  fhnuld  continue  with  (Item,  (jVha/f. 

14,  i'f.)  For  that  related  only  to  the  fro* 
quenr  and  flated  fafts  of  fbc  Pharifers,  and  of 
Jtbn  the  Iwittift'*  diftiplcs ;  hut  was  no  pro¬ 
hibition  of  his  own  di(tipb  fatting,  during 
his  continuance  on  earth,  upon  extraordina¬ 
ry  occafiana,  like  this  :  Erodes  at  the  time 
here  referred  to,  Chrift  ua$  uliicnt  from  lh:fc 
difciplcs,  and  they  did  rnt  know  whether 
they  fhmtld  ever  fee  him  Again;  and  then 
fatting  was  as  proper  for  them,  as  in  any  0- 
oiber  ihte  of  things. 
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ibis  kind  gottli  of  faith,  which  I  am  fpeaking  of,  does  not  go  forth,  to 

*  t»  -T'and^W?-  *^e  wor^*n8  °f  this  fort  of  miracles,  without  eameft 
fng.  prayer  and  humiliation,  with  failing,  to  obtain  it. 

»  And  while  21  After  this,  (xmrrfifsfinsn)  as  they  were  palling 

through  fome  part  of  GaTtlee  in  their  return  to  Caper  no.- 
mr,  (Mark  ix.  30.)  Jefus  again  put  his  difciples  in  mind 
of  his  fufferings  and  death,  laying,  The  Melliah  will 
be  delivered  up  r^ahSuriot)  by  the  determinate 

andiof  mens  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God,  and  by  the  perfidi¬ 
ous  management  of  others,  into  the  hands  of  cruel  ment 
33  And  they  will  put  him  to  death,  and  on  the  third 
day  he  (hail  rife  again.  But  the  difciples  being  fo 


r  abode 
lilee,  Jdui  (aid 
unto  toon.  The 
Son  of  man  (hall 
be  betrayed  into 


ij  And  they 
(hill  kill  him!  and 
the  third  day  he 


ihsll  be  railed  a-  fir  angel  y  ftupid  as  not  to  know  what  he  meant  by  rifing 

gjio  ;  and  they  .1  *.  1*11  \  J 

were  exceeding 
fbrry. 


14  And  when 
they  were  come 
to  Capercuum  , 

thry  that  recei¬ 
ved  tTlblllC-JREJN/ 
wine  to  Peter, 
and  laid.  Doth 
not  your  mdltr 

pay  tribute] 


irj  He  Aith, 
*Ym-  And  when 
be  vu  come  into 
the  houfe,  Jciut 
prevented  him , 
frying  ,  W  bat 
thinkeft  thoQf  Si¬ 
mon  :  of  whom 
dflthckingsofthe 
earth  wke  cuftom 
or  tribute  ?  of 
their  ova  chil¬ 
dren,  ot  of  ftr&Q- 
ger*? 

id  Peter  fifth 
unto  him ,  Of 

ftran^a*  Jefus 
frith  unto  nb, 
Then  wethe  chil¬ 
dren  fret. 


again  on  the  third  day,  {Murk  ir.  32.)  were  exceedingly 
troubled  to  hear  of  die  barbarous  ufage,  the  calamities 
and  death,  that  were  to  befal  him. 

24  And  when  they  were  come  to  Capemavmy  where 
both  Jefus  and  Peter  ufually  dwelt,  (chap.  iv*  13.  and 
viii.  14.)  feme  officers  of  the  temple,  who  collected  the 
offerings  for  its  fcrvice,  came  to  Peter >  and  alked  him. 
Whether  his  matter  would  not  pay  the  half-  fhekel  f, 
which  ufed  to  be  given  annually  by  the  Jew  of  twenty 
years  old  and  upwards,  toward  the  expence  of  the  daily 
facrtfice,  and  other  neceflarics  for  the  worlhip  of  God? 
{Exod.  xxx.  13,  14,  15*) 

25  Peter  anfwered.  Yes,  I  make  no  doubt  but  he 
will :  And  going  into  the  houfe  to  fpeak  to  him  about 
it*  Jefus,  who  hy  his  divine  om niftier ce  knew  what 
had  palTed,  and  with  what  delign  Peter  came,  prevent* 
ed  him  with  this  queftion,  faying,  Simon,  what  do  yon 
think  about  perfons  rendering  cuftom  or  tribute  to  earth* 
ly  princes?  Do  they  ufe  to  demand  fuch  payments  of 
their  children  and  heirs,  whofe  interefts  are  one  and 
the  fame  with  their  own?  Or  do  they  only  require  them 
of  other  people,  who,  being  not  of  their  family,  are 
either  fubjefts,  or' foreigners  that  trade  with  them  ? 

2<S  Peter  readily  anfwered,  They  demand  them  only 
of  fubje&s  and  foreigners :  Upon  -which  Jefus  replied. 
You  fee  then,  that  the  children  tbemfclves  are  exempt¬ 
ed  from  all  fuch  taxes j  and  for  that  reafon,  I,  who  am 
the  Son  of  God,  and  Heir  of  all,  am  not  obliged  to  pay 
tribute  for  the  fervice  of  my  Father's  houfe,  which  is 
my  temple  as  well  as  his,  {Mai.  iii.  x.) 

27  How- 

T  E. 

the  piece  of  money  mentioned  rer*  47.  And 
j  thi*:Jc  the  way  tif  Chiitt*s  arguing  on  ihis 
ora  Don  cannot  taftly  be  under  tiood,  with¬ 
out  fttppoting  that  the  tribute  here  ipoken  of 
mu  flcmtniicd  by  the  ictuplc-ofticcjs  for  us 
1'iiL  Uthif,  ifvr-  Lw* 


N  O 

t  The  drachma^  or  tribute- 

money  hen:  mentioned,  ufadly  Jinufes  the 
har  iras  vetrir  oatd  into  the  erc»fu- 


mcrficy  mat  was  ye*rry  part 
ry  of  the  Eemplc,  Two  of  tltefc  made  a 
tdlf'dxb!,  in  vulut  about  fifteen  pence; 
and  four  made  the  facer  (rxnpa)  or  Ih&tl, 


lad  Tbe  EvangeSjl  Matthew  parafhrafcd Ch.  xvii. 

»t  Notwirii  -  vj  However,  as  I  am  made  under  the  laar,  and  am 

come  10  aU  righteoufnefs,  fo  I  wave  my  original 
ttwm,  gn  thna  to  right ;  And  that  we  may  not  give  any  occafion  of  of* 
tbe  Tea,  and  raft  fence  to  the  men  that  demand  this  fort  of  tribute,  or  to 

”7  of  the  people,  and  may  not  needletHy  prejudice 
frfl  cnmetti  up;  them  agamit  me  and  my  doctrine  as  if  I  had  no  regard 
•nd  when  tboii  (o  the  temple  ;  go  away  id  the  lake  of  Gennefarett  and. 

Jetting  down  vour  hook,  take  up  the  firft  fifh  th*  <hall 
find  a  pim  of  uecatched;  then,  opening  his  mouth,  you  will  find  a 
mime?  :  that  fiater^  or  piece  of  money  of  the  value  of  a  fhekelf 

roc  is  juft  enough  to  fatisfy  for  me  and  you;  and 

and  thcc.  therewith  pay  the  temple-officers  for  us  both ;  though* 

by  that  inftance  of  my  dominion  over  all,  you  may  fee 
that  they  have  no  right  to  require  it  of  me, 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  an  afTefting  mixture  of  glory  and  abafemrnt  was  there  m  Chnft's  appear* 
once  upon  earth  !  He  ftohe  in  the  majefty  of  God,  was  attended  with  glorified 
faints,  \vm  avouched  and  owned  by  his  Father’s  immediate  voice;  and  the  difei- 
ples  faw  his  glory,  as  the  glory  of  the  Only -begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of  grace 
amd  truth :  And  yet,  for  our  fakes,  he  became  lb  poor,  as  not  to  have  a  fhehel  to 
fpare,  without  a  miracle  to  provide  it.  Devils  and  diftempm  flew  before  him ; 
and  yrt  a  pervtrfe  and  fait hldfe  generation  dtfpifcd  him.  At  length  he  was  betray¬ 
ed  and  crucified ;  but,  after  that,  his  refurreftioD  from  the  dead  put  a  luftre  up* 
on  his  Aifterings,  and  wiped  off  all  their  reproach*  O  glorious  and  condefcend- 
ing  Saviour!  He  that  could  command  a  6lh  to  come  to  Peters  hoot,  with  a 
niece  of  money,  which  either  by  his  omnifcience  be  knew  was  in  its  mouth,  or 
by  his  omnipotence  he  put  it  into  it,  could  eaflly  have  fuppEcd  himfeif  with  all 
the  ftores  and  riches  of  nature;  and  he  that  raffed  himfeif  from  the  dead,  could 
eaflly  have  prevented  his  fuffcrings  and  death,  if  he  had  not  chofcn  to  fubmit 
to  them:  But  as  his  Father  had  in  eternal  counsels  determined  them,  he  freely 
con  fen  ted  to  them,  that  he  might  glorify  him  on  earth,  and  bring  redemption  to 
bis  people*  O  how  fhotfld  the  thoughts  of  Chrift’s  tnajefty  recommend  him  to 
-our  faith,  and  make  os  rejoice  and  triumph  in  his  crofsl  and  had  we  more  faith 
in  thefe  things*  with  what  delight  and  cale  (hould  we  perform  the  moft  difficult 
duties  he  calls  ns  toi  Were  it  not  for  want  of  this,  who  knows  what  wonders  his 
power  would  work  for  us?  But  unbelief  difltonours  him,  and  roars  all*— Aglimpfc 
of  his  glovy  in  an  ordinance  will  make  us  fay.  Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to.be here; 
bow  much  more  frail  we  find  it  good  to  be  with  him  in  heaven,  where  the  faints 
wifl  be  all  glorified  together,  will  know  one  another,  and  con  verfe  with  him  in  all 
hisglpry!  Was  the  Divine  Majrfty  now  to  frinein  its  own  immediate  light  up* 
on  us,  how  foon  would  it  overfet  11s!  But  btefled  be  God,  Us  prefent  delays  are 
tempered,  and  fluted  to  our  frail  and  ISnful  circa  mftances ;  and  when  wuf  of  its 
terrors  difmay  and  caft  u*  down,  under  a  fenfc  of  our  own  nolbingnfttt,  guilt, 
and  vifenefa,  the  grace  and  tendernrfs  of  a  dear  Saviour  comforts  andmfet  us  »p: 
And  as  God  is  well*  pkafid  in  bis  Son,  and  turns  os  over  to  him,  we  fhoold  hear* 
ken  to  his  good  and  comfortable  words;  and  believe  his  promifes,  as  well  as  o- 
bey  hta  commands:  But,  alas!  when  we  have  been  with  Jefiis  in  the  mount,  we 
foon  come  iirto  the  valley  again;  bnt  when  once  w£  (Hour  feet  on  the  everla fl¬ 
ing  hills,  the  vifion  will  never  fail,  nor  darknefa  return  any  more.  Every  thing  is 
beautiful  in  its  fbaiba ;  Some  difcovtrie*  of  Chrift  are  referved  for  times  when  wc 
may  moft  need  them,  and  they  will  come  with  the  richeft  advantage ;  and  tbe 
greateft  of  all  frail  be,  when  we  get  to  Mof**  and  £/iast  at  the  rciurreftiotf  of 
the  juft*  In  the  mean  time,  htnv  prudent  and  cautions  fhould  we  be  to  avoid 
'nrccfjers  offences,  that  we  may  not  prejudice  others  againft  Chrift,  his  dod  Tines 
and  ways;  but  maybe  hlanulefi  and  h&*mhfs%  the  Jons  of  6W,  without  rcbvit> 
in  tb r  midji  <J a  crooked  and ptrverf*  generation  t  Phil*  ii*  ij* 


Ch.  xv ill.  The  Evangefiji  Matthew  parapbrafed. 


C  H  A 

Cbrt/Ft  difcourfe  of  humUitjf  I, 
ing  -with  offenders,  6j—iO. 

-1—35- 


I39 

p.  xvni. 

5.  Of  offence  ty  and  the  -way  of  deal- 
And  el  foreivim  ber Tonal  injuries- 


Teit. 

AT  the  faint 
Hmr  ftmc 
the  difrtplej  un¬ 
to  Jcfus,  frying. 
Who  U  the  evert¬ 
ed  in  tike  King¬ 
dom  *f  bttvai  7 


%  And  Jefiu 

cr.Ucdaliulc  child 
unto  him*  and  ftt 
him  ia  the  mid  ft 
of  them, 

3  And  fjtul, 
Verily  1  fay  unto 
you.  Except  ye 

lie  convened,  and 
become  as  liule 
children,  ye  (hall 
not  enter  iirto  tbe 
kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven. 


4  Whofcmr 
therefore  fliall 
humble  hhnfdf 
u  this  link  chi  Id, 
the  ft mels  great- 
eft  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven. 


5  And  whofo 
Hull  receive  a ne 
fuch  little  child 


VOL.  I. 


nnHE  di  Triples, 

grandeur  of 


Pah  AP  H  RASE. 

(till  retaining  notions  of  the  external 
Ch  rilt's  kingdom,  disputed  among 
themfelves,  in  the  way  to  Capernaum ,  about  which  of 
them  might  sxpeft  to  have  the  chief  poft  of  dignity  and 
authority  in  bis  dominions  :  And  when  they  came  into 
the  houfe,  Jefus,  knowing  what  had  pailcd,  and  that 
the  lame  thoughts  (till  worked  in  their  minds,  aflted 
them,  What  they  had  been  difpuring  about  by  the  way  ? 
that  he  might  bring  the  matter  to  light.  At  fir  ft  they 
were  iilent,  being  alhamed  to  own  it,  (fee  Mark  ix.  33, 
34.) ;  But  at  length,  finding  themfelves  dilcovercd,  they 
made  no  more  a  fecret  of  it;  but  alked  him,  Which  of 
them  Ihould  be  preferred  to  he  highed  place  of  honour 
and  trull  in  his  kingdom  ? 

3,  3.  To  anfwer  this  queftlon,  by  a  proper  emblem, 
as  well  -as  words,  Jelus  ordered  a  little  child  to  be 
brought  to  him ;  and,  letting  him  before  them,  faid. 
The  nature  of  my  kingdom  is  fuch,  that  I  aflu  redly  tell 
you  f,(Unlefs  ye  be  turned  from  this  millaken  conceit 
and  carnal  affection  of  fecular  authority  and  glory,  and 
become,  in  the’ temper  of  your  minds,  like  little  chil¬ 
dren,  who  have  no  ambitious  deli  res,  views,  or  con¬ 
tentions,  about  honour,  wealth  or  power,  ye  lhatl  not 
partake  of  the  hlefiings  of  the  gofpel-kingdom  which  I 
am  come  to  ere£t  in  this  world,  nor  of  the  glorious 
kingdom  to  which  I  will  bring  my  difriples  in  the  next. 

4  Wholoever  therefore  (hall  not  reach  after  magide- 
rial  dominion  and  worldly  honour  but  (hall  be  of  a 
humble  fpirit,  in  refemblance  of  this  little  child,  he  Ihall 
be  elleemed  by  my  Father  and  me,  and  by  his  fellow- 
Chriftians,  as  the  mod  excellent  and  honourable  mem¬ 
ber  of  my  church  on  earth,  and  Ihall  be  advanced  to 
the  highed  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven. 

5  And  whofoever  Ihall,  without  temporal  views,  af¬ 
fectionately  entertain  or  (hew  friend  (hip  to  fuch  a  bum¬ 
ble  difcjple  of  mine,  merely  becaufe  be  belongs  to  me, 

l  I  bears 

NOTE  S. 

temporal  dnmi  n  ton  for  Peter  y  or  poptt,  who 
pretend  ro  lie  hi*  fueceflort,  or  a  ftiperioriijr 
of  orderviul  aiubiri:  v  in  one  miniftcr  a- 

M 

mrthcr.  it  miphi  have  beet)  ttpefted,  tint,  on 
this  ofcafinr .  h**  -.v  mid  hive  givc:i  ftim<  hint* 
of  it ;  Hut  be  it  Id  far  from  $hie,  that 
he  eutiilcmitf  every  thing  thu  looks  lik «  it- 


*  After  the  firfl  grand  conmfionj  from 
a  fUte  of  nature  to  a  (Htc  of  »nceT  there  are 
tnj-ny  converlioiu  from  particular  errors  and 
fins,  or  turning  to  God  through  Cbrlit,  lay 
fyrh  and  repentance,  which  are  necdury  to 
v.lt  'Oft. 

I  If  Chrift  had  defigned  ii  fupremicy  and 


X%6 


The  F.vangeVtJ}  Matthew  paraphrased.  Ch.  xvii?< 


n*  r\\y  mmc,  ic- 
cerivtij) 


d  Rat  whcfo 
friHofTcml  oncuf 
thcftr  Jiule  ones 
r  vMrh  bdicrc  in 
ftir,  it  bet¬ 
ter  f<*r  him  fhat 
ft  inii Anne  were 
about  till 
andf&tfhe 
vni  drowned  in 
the  drpeh  of  the 
ic^ 

7  Wo  nn trt  the 
w  nrJJ  bc£Jufe  of 
idtcncrii  Tor  it 
mu  ft  i»cttl&hc:liiiC 
i*iTvncti  come  \ 
hut  wo  to  that 
Trurn  hy  whom  the 
Oturiic t  eonicth  l 


*  R  Wherrforc* 

if  ihy  hiiQitutihy 
foot  ofteiiil  thte, 
cut  them  oft,  tind 
uit  tb £*n  from 
thee :  it  ii  better 
for  thee  to  enter 
jnro  life  hale  nr 
maimed  ,  rather 
than  having  rwo 

•■j" 

h^n:h  or  two  feet 
to  l>c  raft  into  c- 
vcrldlting  five. 

P  And  if  thine 
eye  offlnd  thee, 
ptiirk.U  nut,  ami 
r  ift  it  from  idee  : 
it  ii  hotter  for  thee 
to  fitter  into  life 

■  i 

with  one  eye,  n-, 
t  iter  than  haring 
two  eyes  to  htcJt 
into  hett-firc. 

10  Take  heed 
that  ye  deftrife  not 
mic  nf  thde  little 
ones ;  for  1  lay 
ualo  v<J«,  that  in 

M 

heaven  their  an- 

gvb 


bears  my  image,  and  has  learnt  of  me  who  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart,  he  frail  be  accounted  of  as  if  he  had 
paid  the  fame  kind  regards  to  myfelf  in  perfon. 

6  But,  on  the  other  hand*  whofoever  frail  feduce, 
diflieaiten,  and  lay  ftu tnbling- blocks  before  any  of  ihcfe 
lowly*  minded  difeipies,  who  by  faith  embrace  me,  and 
are  related  to  me,  it  would  have  been  better  for  him  to 
have  come  to  an  untimely  death  by  rbe  hand  of  public 
jufticej  like  a  perfon  thrown  with  a  great  ftone  about 
his  neck  into  the  fca,  than  to  have  been  guilty  of  fuch 
mifchief  to  them,  which  will  bring  a  much  forer  pu- 
nilhment  on  himfrff  than  any  temporal  death  can  be. 

7  Dreadful  are  the  judgments  of  God  that  frail  come 
upon  the  world  for  fuch  corrupt  opinions  and  mal* 
practices  as  are  difcouragtng,  injurious,  and  enfiiaiing 
to  the  lead,  of  my  dilciples  j*for,  conitdering  how  de¬ 
praved  mankind  ate,  and  how  bufy  Satan  is,  it  is  mo¬ 
rally  ImpolTthle  but  th:it,  under  divine  permiflion,  fuch 
things  will  fall  out  in  the  world  :  But  the  greateft  of  all 
woes  belongs  to,  and  (hull  be  indicted  on,  the  man, 
whoever  he  be,  whofe  finfid  and  niifchievous  behaviour 
is  the  occafion  of  others  being  perverted,  or  grieved,  or 
drawn  into  evil, 

8,  9  If  therefore  any  thing  that  would  be  an  occafion 
of  fin  to  yuu,  and  have  a  pernicious  influence  on  the 
lead  of  my  true  difciples,  be  as  dear,  and,  in  your  car* 
nal  fenfe  of  things,  as  important  to  you,  as  a  hand,  a 
foot,  or  an  eye,  it  mu  ft  be  parted  with  and  abandoned  ; 
the  body  of  Jin  mu  ft  be  crucified^  and  all  its  gratifica¬ 
tions  mod  be  cut  off,  hnw  much  foever  it  may  he  a- 
gainft  the  grain  of  flefh  and  blood  to  fubmit  to  this  fc- 
verity,  raiher  than  the  caufe  of  truth  ami  peace  and 
holinefs  be  injured,  to  the  Rumbling  or  fcducing  of 
any  that  belong  to  me  :-For  it  is  much  better  to  under¬ 
go  the  mo  ft  painful  fdf- denying  mortifications  in  this 
world,  and  to  be  admitted  to  eternal  life  in  the  next, 
thau  to  hold  that  fart,  whatever  it  be,  which  would 
cherifr  finfui  and  injurious  inclinations,  and  minifter 
occasions  of  gratifying  and  indulging  them  here,  and 
to  be  everlaftingly  tokmcmed  for  it  in  hell  hereafter. 

to  See  to  it,  tnertfore,  that  ye  do  not  think  meanly 
of,  or  carry  it  with  contempt  and  (com,  or  in  an  in- 
fnartug,  offenfiveor  difcouraging  manner,  towards  any, 
even  of  the  weak  eft  true  believers,  that  rdemblc  this 
child ;  For  1  tell  you,  they  are  highly  hououred  in  hca* 
veil,  where  they  have  a  hoft  ol  guardian -angels,  who 
on  all  uecafiona  in  visibly  watch  over  them,  and  in  a 
kind  and  beneficial  manner  minifter  to  them  \  who  are 

like* 


^  _  •_  -  I1  **•■**■  ' 

Ch .  xvlu.  Tfo  EvdngeUJi  Ma  *r  thetv  faraphraje<?.  t  i  j 

Ljd^ih*”«  ^  likewife  always  attending  my  Father,  as  his  retinue  and 
my  Father  which  — s  Servants,  to  obferve  his  orders,  and  do  his  pleafure, 
bin Ubvcd.  concerning  them ;  and  who  do  not  lole  the  beatific  vi- 

fion  while  they  are  miniftring  to  thefe  heirs  of  falvation, 
but  carry  their  heaven  with  them,  and  are  con  (land  y  in 

hts  fpccial  prefence,  like  Ms  favourites  and  courtiers, 
beholding  his  glory. 

tt  y  or  the  Son  jj  And  there  is  a  higher  reafon  (till  why  ye  fhouM 

faw>ti«C(wbkh  not  def!»fc  CV^A  fucb  as  may  be  thought  the  mod  con* 
w-tflvtt.  tcmptible  of  them  that  believe  in  me,  which  is  alio  the 

reafon  why  the  glorious  angels  tbemfclves  have  fueh  a 
charge  of  them :  For  I  the  Meffiab  am  come  into  this 


it  How  think 
yc  ?  if  i  mil*  have 

an  hundred  fhcep, 
and  dfiC  of  than 
be  gone  aftny, 
doth  be  aot  leave 
tUc  ninety  ttrd 
nine,  and  gocth 
into  the  moun¬ 
tains,  andreekethr 
that  which  is 
gone  affray  ? 

13  And  if  fo 
he  that  he  find  it* 
verily  i  fay  iimo 
you,  he  rcjoictth 
Horvofthatjta^ 

than  of  the  nine* 
ry  and  nine  which 
went  not  affray* 

14  Even  To  it 
U  nm  the  will 
o  f  yntir  Father 
which  if  in  hea- 

that  one  of 
theic  little  ones 
(houkd  periih. 


1  s  Moreover* 
if  thy  brother  lbi*H 
rre  (jiais  ag;ii  raft 
chiCj  Mi 

J^jin 


world  on  purpofe  to  redeem  and  fave  them  who  were 
in  a. loft  and  perilhing  condition  ;  to  recover  them  from 
the  ruins  of  the  common  apoftafy  ;  and  to  prevent -their 
Humbling  and  falling  again  T:UO,  perdition,  after  I  have 
brought  them  into  the  way  of  falvation,  that  none  may 
pluck  them  out  of  my  own  and  my  Father’s  hands* 4 

n  What  think  yc  of  the  love  and  care  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  from  whom  I  am  come  to  fave  them  ?  It  may  be 
llluftrated  by  this  pamble:  If  a  man  has  an  hundred 
Qieep,  and  one  of  them  ft  ray  3  into  diftant,  bye,  and 
dangerous  places,  does  he  not  (hew  a  more  than  ordi¬ 
nary  concern  for  it,  left  it  be  utterly  loft  ?  and,  leaving 
the  other  ninety-nine  in  his  fold,  does  not  he  immedi- 
atelygo  and  fcareh  through  the  mountains,  and  all  the 
country  round  about,  for  this  ftieep,  that  it  may  not 
pexifh  ? 

13  And  when  he  finds  it,  I  tell  you  affuredly,  he 
will  be  more  fenfibly  affefted,  and  exprefc  greater  joy, 
at  the  recovery  of  this  one,  which  was  fo  much  expofed 
to  danger,  than  at  the  fafety  of  all  the  reft  of  his  Ilock, 
which  never  ftrayed  from  his  fold* 

14  Juft  fo,  fpeaking  after  the  manner  of  men,  your 
heavenly  Father  is  concerned  for  his  Qieep,  that  arc  led 
a  ft  ray  by  dangerous  difeouragements,  temptations,  and 
(hares  }  and  rejoices  over  them,  when  he  has  recovered 
them,  more  than  in  the  prefervation  of  thofe  that  never 
were  fed  need  fince  he  brought  them  into  his  fold  :  For 
it  is  his  defign,  and  his  pleafure,  that  none  of  the  mean- 
eft  of  thefe  ftiould  perilh,  but  that  every  one  of  them 
ftiould  be  effe&ually  fayed}  and  it  is  his  commanding 
will,  that  ye  do  nothing  to  pervert,  difeourage,  or  bin¬ 
der  them  in  their  way  to  heaven,  hut  do  all  that  in  you 
lies  to  fubferve  and  promote  their  falvation* 

15  Suppofc  therefore  one  of  you  ftioald  receive  fame 
notorious  injury  or  affront  from  any  of  your  Chriftian 
brethren;  do  not  think  that  you  mav  juftly  defpife  him, 

li  '  and 


The  Evangdijl  Matthew  faraphrafed.  Ch.  xvVii. 


him  his  fault  be¬ 
tween  thee  kok | 

him  ulone  :  if  he 
Ihiill  hear  dice, 
thou  haft  gained 
thy  brother* 


1 6  Rut  If  Ik 
teiii  not  hear  thee* 
tL'rn  take  with 
thee;  oac  or  tuo 
tr.fi re,  thii  in  the 
mouth  of  two  or 
three  *■ 

\nrvu-ord  tDiivbc 

_  #  _  p 


and  return  the  like  upon,  him;  or  that  you  are  not  o- 
hliged  to  concern  yourfdf  about  preventing  the  danger 
he  thereby  expofes  himlclf  to  ;  But,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  go 
to  him*  anti  in  a  private  friendly  manner  endeavour  to 
make  him  fenfible  of  the  offence  he  has  been  guilty  of; 
and  if  he  takes  this  well,  and  is  brought  to.  repentance 
by  it,  your  end  is  atlfwered;  friend  {hip  is  renewed ; 
and  your  brother  is  recovered  from  his  (in,  and  from  the 
danger  he  was  running  into;  and  no  more  is  to  belaid 
about  the  matter* 

1 6  But  if  he  be  obftinate  and  angry,  or  will  not  fall 
under  his  fault ;  then  take  with  you  one  or  two  other 
difinterefted  prudent  Cbriftian  brethren  of  the  church 
to  which  both  of  you  may  belong,  Hill  further  to  hear 
and  judge  of  the  cafe  between  him  and  you,  and  to  join 
in  an  admopirion  as  occafion  requires,  that  it  may  have 
the  greater  weight  with  him  to  convince  and  make  him 
afhamed,  as  coming  from  rhe  mouth  of  two  or  three 
wiineffes,  of  the  nature  of  his  crime,  ind  of  his  beba* 


And  if  lie 
fllaU  bcglcCt  to 
hear  them ,  uU  it 
iititn  the  chumU: 

but  if  he  tie  - 
gle£l  to  hraihe 

cimrcht  Jet  him 
W  untotbecas  itn 
hnthtft  mm  and 
a  publican* 


VrrilyT  fay 

Tti:to  ytm#  What* 

fnew  ye  thall 
bind  on  earth , 
ttaiU  to  hound 
hi  l^avcti  :  and 

’tvh^LkxrvcT  ye 

JhsU  tanfe  on 
c^'th  *  li.jll  be 
in  htiivcn* 


ip  Again  I  fay 
uitro  you,  *1  ht 

if 


viour  under  it, 

17  And  if  this  method  fail,  fo  that  he  be  no  more 
wrought  upori  by  tbeir  united  attempt  than  when  you 
went  to  him  fingfy  and  alone ;  then  bring  it  before  the 
church,  Or  that  particular  religious  fbciety  of  which  ye 
both  are  fuppofed  to  he  members,  that  he  may  bt  re* 
iitkcd  before  a//,  (r  Tim-  v.  ac,)  and  that  the  joint  en¬ 
deavours  of  the  whole  body  may  be  ufed  to  reclaim 
him  :  And  if  he  ftill  continues  obftinate  under  the  pu¬ 
blic  admonition  of  the  chusch,  nothing  remains  further 
to  be  done,  hut  for  them  to  proceed  to  a  fotemn  cenfure 
of  him  as  'incorrigible,  that  you  and  all  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  may  withdraw  your  religious  communion  and  uu- 

netefiaiy  converfcrion  from  him;  fo  as  to  have  npmore 
to  do  with  him,  than  if  he  were  an  heathen,  or  one  of 
the  moft  abandoned  of  men,  until  he  is  brought  to  re 
peiiftmce,  and  appeals  fit  to  be  rdtored* 

18  I  aflbredly  tell  you,  That  wbatfbever  ye,  in  this 
way  of  proceeding  according  to  my  will,  {hall  bind  up¬ 
on  the  offender  on  earth,  .by  a  due  cenfure  for  his  ob- 
ftinavy  and  fin,  Hull  be  hound  in  heaven;  and  what* 
foever,  in  this  way,  ye  (hall  unbind  or  loofe,  upon  his 
repentance,  by  taking  off  the  cenfure  and  reftoring  him, 
ftiall  be  loofed  in  heaven ;  all  that  ye  do  in  a  right  man¬ 
ner,  according  to  rhe  rule  of  my  word,  (hall  be  ratified 
ahove,  and  God  will  let  his  leal  to  it  in  the  day  of  judg¬ 
ment* 

19  And  fot  your  further  encouragement  in  this  and 
cip cry  other  proceeding  of  a  like  nature,  and  indeed  in 
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if  two  of  you  fb^Jl 
on  drib 
hi  couching  «rny 
tbinjj  tlut  they 
ftuiJ  iik,  It  Dull 
Ik-  dvucfor  them 
of  my  Father 
uliu:ii  U  tu  hea¬ 
ven  ; 

zn  For  where 
la  p  or  three  :me 
fathered  lugcthu- 

i^myiuiuc,  there 
aiTi  1  intWmidft 
of  rhem* 


1 1  Then  came 
Peter  to  him,  and 
f;id,  Lord,  how 
clL  thall  my  bro- 
tlier  tin  ugainfl 
me,  and  I  forftivc 
him  ?  till  Aren 
times  ? 


at  Jefas  faith 
unto  hint,  1  fay 
not  unto  thee, 
Until  ievtn  limes; 
hut.  Until  fcv«D- 
ty  times  liven* 


i  j  Therefore 
is  tiit  kingdom  of 
heaven  likened 

Ditto  a  ocriaiu 

k  ing  which  would 
tike  account  of 

hi*  femms. 


14-  And  vbca 
ho  hod  begun  co 
rickon,  one  was 
brought  nntobim 
which  owed  him 

Leg 
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alt  your  religious  concerns*  I  aflure  you,  that  if  but 
■  two  of  you  on  earth  fliall  agree  together  to  join  in  your 
prayers,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  for  any  direc¬ 
tion,  help  or  bldfmg,  that  ye  Rand  in  need  of,  my  Fa¬ 
ther  will  hear  in  heaven  his  dwelling-place,  and  will 
certainly  grant  youc  petition,  as  far  as  it  may  be  for  his 
glory  ami  your  good, 

20  For  wherever  fo  fmall  an  aflemhly  as  hut  two  or 
three  of  my  difciples,  are  gathered  together  for  any  aft 
of  religious  woifhip,  according  to  my  appointment,  by 
my  authority,  to  the  honourxrf  my  name,  and  with  a 
fiducial  dependants  upon  me,  as  the  only  Mediator, 
for  a ffi fiance  and  acceptance,  and  for  obtaining  mercy 
on  my  account}  there  I  am  always  preftnt  in  a  peculi¬ 
ar  manner,  by  my  Spirit  and  grace,  to  obferve,  guide, 
alfift,  encourage,  quicken,  approve,  and  fttcceed  them} 
there  is  ray  refting-place,  and  there  I  am,  like  one  come, 
thither  before-banc)  to  bid  them  welcome* 

21  Then  Peter,  having  heard  Ch  rift's  difeourfe  a- 
bout  offences,  came  and  put  a  queftion  to  him,  faying. 
Lord,  if,  in  private  perfonal  cafes,  any  of  my  brethren 
commit  offences  againft  me,  I  know  I  ought  to  forgive 
them ;  but  how  often  am  I  obliged  to  do  it  ?  Mu  ft  it  be 
over  and  over  again,  till  it  amounts  to  feven  times,  aa 
fome  may  fuppofe,  becaufe  it  is  faid,  A  juft  man  falls 
feven  times,  and  rifts  up  again  F  (Prov*  *xiv.  16.)  or 
are  our  Rabbits  in  the  right,  who  think  otherwife*  Inn 
caufe  God  fpcaks  of  three  tranfgr tjjians ,  and  four  %  for 
which  he  would  ptmijb?  (Amos  u  3*) 

22  Jjfus  a nfwcred,  Whatever  others  may  think  or 
fay,  I  tell  you,  That  your  forgirenefles  ftiould  be,  like 
thofe  of  God  himfelf,  without  limitation  :  But  were  X 
to  mention  a  number,  inftead  of  faying  feven  times  I 
would  fay  feveoty  times  feven,  to  intimate  that  this  no¬ 
ble  Chriftian- grace  ought  to  be  repeatedly  exsjcifcd,  aa 
o cc afi on s  offer,  without  end* 

23  Therefore  to  illuftrate  this  matter  by  a  plain  G- 

militude,  u*The  ftate  of  the  gofpel- kingdom,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  God's  dealing  with  its  viGble  fubjefts,  is  like 
the  proceeding  of  a  certain  king,  who  called  his  fer- 
yams  to  a  reckoning,  that  be  might  fee  how  much  they 
were  feverally  indebted  to  him  J Thus  God  demands 

an  account  of  all  the  thoughts,  words,  and  aftions,  of 
pro fc (Tors  of  religion,  as  well  as  others  }  and  ohferves 
in  how  many  things  they  have  mifufed  his  favours,  and 
offended  him* 

24  u  And  when  the  king  began  to  ftate  and  exa¬ 
mine  the  accounts,  he  found  one  of  his  fervams  owed 

I  3  him 


ten  thouflmd  u-  him  ten  thoufand  talents  +;JI — So  God*  in  the  furvey 
*CDts*  he  takes  of  his  profe fling  peoples  behaviour,  obferveg 

that  Come  bare  run  up  an  exceeding  great  fcore,  having 
miferably  abufed  ail  the  advantages  he  had  intruftetl 
them  with;  and  that  every  one  is  highly  indebted  to 
him  by  reafon  of  Gn* 

*5  But  foraf-  2$  “  But  in  as  much  as  this  great  debtor  bad  waited 

UciTro^rt1*  *1 >b  an^  ^ad  nothing  left  whereby  he  could  Catisfy  his 

WJ  mnusM  injured  lord,  he,  according  to  the  caftom  of  eaiUra 
lum  10  be  fo M,  nations  tn  prgtocutiitg  offenders,  (AVA.  v-  5,  8*)  com- 
wlCcj*lt.cJ  manded  him,  his  wife  and  children,,  and  all  that  be 

that  hc'had!  and  had,  to  be  fold,  as  a  pimifliment  for  bis  unfaitbfulncf* 
pay  mm  t  to  be  and  rJnife  of  truft,  fiuce  he  could  make  no  other  idtis- 
?nai^1  faOrlon  i^-r-So  God  threatens  in  his  word,  to  inflict  the 

fevereit  endlcfs  pumlhments  upon  the  abufers  of  his 
. '  mercy  and  tmnfgrdTors  of  bis  law  t. 

%&  The  Set*  26  **  When  the  lervant  heard  this,  be  in  a  fright 

.frf*  down  upon  his  knees  before  the  king,  and  begged 
fHippFdhtm,fiy~  bis  patience,  promoting  that  in  time  he  would  pay  him 
Jng,  i»rd,  have  all  his  demands  ;*V-So,  many  fmners,  under  the  ttnoi 

God’s  threaienings,  feem  to  be  very  forry  and  peni- 
-  tent  for  their  fins,  promife  to  reform  their  lives,  and 
are  apt  vainly  to  imagine*  that  fomething  they  can  do 
will  make  God  amends* 


*7  Then  the 

lord  of  that  ftr* 
toot  W41  moved 

with  coaipaflion, 
and  loo  fed  hirp» 
:md  forgave  him 
the  debt. 


27  “  Upon  this,  the  lord  of  that  for  ant,  in  the 
gteatnefc  of  his  compafLon,  fufpended  the  execution  of 
his  threatening,  fet  his  fervant  at  liberty,  and  intima¬ 
ted  that  he  would  forgive  his  debt- So  God  bears 
long  with  hypocrites  in  his  providence,  and  fiivcs  them 
time  and  fpace  for  repentance,  declares  himfelf  jn  the 
gofpel  tp  be  ready  to  forgive  humble  and  returning  tin¬ 
ners  j  and  fome,  that  have  had  convi£Koiifl»  and  there- 


I 


upon  made  a  nrofeQiop  of  religion,  prefume  he  has  for¬ 
given  them. 

NOTES. 


f  A  talem  was  the  greateft  weight  among 
the  Jew  ;  and  that  nf  ftlvv,  as  m*jiy  I  dm- 
t(]  men  compute^  fpnfilM  pf  3000  Ibekels, 
Bat  the  Hebrew  and  Grok  talents  were  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  ami  authors  are  fo  much  divided  a- 
htttit  their  value*  that  it  is  Junlly  jioffibk  to 
fettfe  it  with  ceitaintr  and  cK*£\nHb.  How- 
ever,  thb  is  of  little  moment ;  bur  ten  thou* 
fund  talents  are  here  put  for  an  exceeding 
great  fum, 

}  We  vt  not  u>  (jtppft  more  in  a  parable 
than  it  is  defigned  to  represent  ;  nor  b  h  tn 
be  fhained  to  an  imer prec:itum  daftly  fuited 
to  every  eircpmfbnce*  its  principal  fcope  is 
to  be  attended  to  ;  and  feutiimmts  ore  to  be 

1  r  ii  f 

accommodated  to  its  oilier  parts,  only  fo  far 
a*  the  nature  of  things  allows.  It  therefor* 
Is  not  to  be  thought  ftrangc,  (hat  in  ehi*  pa* 
r*bte  no  notice  Is  taken  of  U;e  lutisbltipi  9/ 


Chrft;  for  the  tinner  here  reprefented  is 
iuppofed  to  haw  excluded  himicJf  from  the 
benefit  of  the  gofpel-ex  patient  for  merc^t 
aud  lie  dealt  whh  according  to  his  iiiiqui* 
ties :  And  the  kind’s  forgiving  his  fervant, 
and  afterwards  ctftkig  him  into  prifon,  can¬ 
not,  in  application  of  the  parable,  be  imdvr- 
ftood  of  God1*  having  dually  rnniutd  any 
man*J  fins,  and  then  revetting  the  ptnlop; 
for  thb  is  dive£Hy  contrary  to  the  ntszvttc  of 
hb  fejrgtvcrftti,  in  whidt  he  this  enta/r  tnmf* 
grrjjkw,  (Itiu  xlm.  jj.)  is  tssttti/ni  ft 
cur  wrig  bf^fi/tfcffeSy  ard  rfrxcwhtrs  swr  fii'$ 
.  tied  re  men,  (Hth.  viii.  ti.J  :  tint 

the  governing  defign  of  the  parabk  u 
to  iiiew,  that  wc  cannot  e*pc£l  forgivenris 
from  God,  ucldSf  wc  are  ttiipcried  to  forgivx 
others* 

i  a 
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paraph 


m 


i&  Hut  theftme 
fcrvanr  #cnr  nnt4 
3tn;i  fmtnd  nnc  of 
hit  Lllu it  *  fa  - 
V40f<  vrhirb  ov* 
r4  him  an  him* 
irrd  pence;  and 
he  UiA  handi  on 
an4  cook 
h  **:  iiy  i he  throat, 
frying  Pay  mr 
dur  d;ou  owed. 


28  **  Bur  this  very  man  afterwards  met  with  one  of 
his  fdlowrfer  vaults,  who  only  owed  him  fo  ("mail  alum 
as  an  hundred  pence  f  »  and,  notwith  (landing  the  great 
mercy  his  lord  had  czprcfled  about  forgiving  him  his 
ten  thoufind  talents,  he  feized  his  debtor,  and* 
a:*™?  catching  bold  of  his  throat  in  a  violent  man* 
ncr,  as.  if  he  would  choke  him,  feverely  demanded  an 
immediate  payment  of  his  debt;**—  So  hypocritical  pe¬ 
nitents,  and  mci  e  profcflbrs  of  religion,  not  with  fan  tU 
ing  their  pretences  and  hopes  of  having  found  forgive¬ 
ness  with  God  for  their  moil  heinous  offences,  are  ri* 
gorous  and  unyielding  in  their  rcfentments  again  ft  fuch 
as  .  have  committed  any  trifling  fault  again  ft  themfeWes, 
and  wiil  abate  them  nothing,  but  have  their  full  revenge 
upon  them. 

29*  30  **  And  though  his  poor  feltow-frrvam  fell 
down  upon  his  knees  before  him,  and  begged  patience, 
pronriftng  in  time  to  give  him  full  falisfaftion,  juft  as 
this  creditor  himfeif  had  done  to  his  lord  who  mewed 
compaction  to  him ;  yet  he  had  no  remlernefs  toward  his 
debtor,  but  flopped  his  can:  again  A  his  earned  in  trea¬ 
ties,  and  threw  him  into  Jail,  refolving  to  keep  him 
there  till  he  Ihould  receive  full  fatisfadtion  for  his  debt  1** 
—So  thefe  pretenders  to  religion,  and  to  hopes  of  having 
obtained  forgiven  eft;  of  their  fins  againft  the  great  God, 
will  not  lie  prevailed  upon,  by  any  in  treaties  or  pro- 
fdfions  of  repentance,  to  pa&  by  the  offences  which  o- 
then*  bare  given  them;  but,  unmindful  of  their  own' 
obligations,  obftinately  perfift  in  revengeful  defigns  a- 
gain  ft  them. 

31^  When  fome  others  of  the  fellow -fervants  f nr 
this,  they  were  much  troubled  to  chink  of  the  cruelty  of 
one  to  whom  their  lord  had  (hewed  fo  much  lenity, 
and,  in  the  greatnefs  of  their  concern,  went  and  ac¬ 
quainted  him  with  it — So  fellow*  Chri  Ilians  are  hear¬ 
tily  grieved  at  the  unforgiving,  unmerciful,  and  re¬ 
vengeful  fpirit,  which  d Hoovers  itfelf  in  fome  profef- 
fors  of  religion,  who  they  hope  have  obtained  mercy  of 
the  Lord;  and  they  bewail  it  before  God,  begging,  if 
it  were  his  will,  that  they  might  be  brought  ro  behave 
more  fuitablero  their  piofcfTion  and  obligations, 

32,  33  When  the  king  knew  how  un worthily  this 
wretch  had  ailed  toward  the  man  that  ov/cd  a  fma!I 
matter  to  him,  he  called  him  again  before  him,  and 
faid,  G  thou  ungrateful,  cruel  and  wicked  crcatuu:  l 

how 

NOT  E. 

f  A  Rtmitv  penif  the  dgth  part  of  an  ounce  of  filter,  ^nd  In  nine  oVmt  r^\Tn*|idti^ 
]f-ptnpy  ;  and  fo  an  huiuheil  pence  hut  three  pounds  (wo  fhtllmgs  and  hs  pciict*  ^ 
nr  iacuofickrabltf  tUm,  cvnwrod  with  ita  foroiK-iuioncd  tc;i  diorfiiud  Uhl;!** 


x$  And  Km 
MW-tcn'Sfi:  fell 
at  hi*  feet, 
and  Ixfoo^ht  him 
faying,  llavtpa- 
tii^tcc  with  me, 
until  will  pay  i  lice 
all. 

30  And  he 
mulrf  not  \  hut 
vmit  :ind  cjil  him 
into  pfjfra,  (til 
he  [houU  (Uf  the 
debt. 


3(1  Sowhctthit 
fellow  -  frivantt 
law  what  wa« 
done,  they  wtrt 
venr  fafrv\  and 
camtand  told  un- 
t-i  t!  cir  loitl  all 
th  at  was  done* 


31  THki  Km 
lirdj  after  that  he 
had  filled  h'.iTi, 
faid  unto  Mm,  O 

thou  picked  Icr- 

viol* 
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VJIt,  T  forgiW 
ll/r  7II  that  deU4 
Keltic  thou  de* 
liltJll  me: 

5h<m!dft1 
not  ihoo  dJi'  have 
lud  comfullinn 
OEirtiyfellov-tir* 
vaor,  flven  as  1 
Jud  pity  on  thee  l 


how  much  greater  mercy  did  I  give  you  room  to  ei- 
petl,  and  did  you  profcC*  and  hope  to  vbtatn  from  me, 
than  this  poor  debtor,  who  is  only  your  fdJow-fervant, 
alked  of  you  ?  How  could  you  be  fo  fevere  upon  him, 
who  intreated  your  forgivenefc  ?  Should  you  not  have 
been  moved  with  compaflion  towards  him,  by  my  rea¬ 
ding  to  quit  your  immenfe  debt,  and  by  the  forbear¬ 
ance  you  found  in  me — So  God  will  call  ihofe  falfe 
profeflors  to  a  flrift  account,  who,  afrer  all  his  patience 
towards  them,  and  declarations  of  willingnefs  to  for¬ 
give,  and  after  all  their  pretences  and  hopes  of  having 
receivcJ  the  remifliou  of  their  innumerable  and  aggra¬ 
vated  fins,  will  have  no  compafliort  on  their  profiling 
fellow -Chriltians  and  fellow-creatures  that  have  offend¬ 


ed  them . 


14  And  his  lord 
Vis  wroth,  and 
delivered  hint  to 
the  tor  mentor  9, 
till  he  (bauld  pay 

alt  U)4t  wu  due 

un  to  liim- 


34  ■»  And  his  lord  was  fo  angry  anJ  provoked  at 
this  unmerciful,  revengeful  fervant,  that  be  ordered 
him  to  be  thrown  into  prifon,  and  there  to  fuffet  the 
moft  rigorous  punifhmem,  that  juflice  could  demand, 
for  the  debt  he  had  contracted,  till  full  £atisfa£Hon 
fliould  be  made  for  it. 


31  So  Uke*i(c 
flidl  my  heavenly 
FiiherdoiUboa- 

to  yoa,  ifyefrryv 

your  beans  for¬ 
give  not  every 
one  his  brother 
thdj  trdpailcv 


35  u  In  like  manner  my  heavenly  Father,  Cays  Chrift, 
will  fhew  hi*  terrible  indignation,  and  take  righteous 
vengeance,  in  the  everlafting  deftruftion  of  ail  preten¬ 
ders  to  religion,  who  abufe  his  patience  and  his  pro* 
clam  ar  to  ns  of  pardoning  grace ;  and  who  a&  fo  contra¬ 
ry  ro  thetr  profeflions  and  hopes  of  intereft  in  his  mercy, 
as  to  (here  an  implacable  fpirit,  and  not  heartily  forgive 
their  brethren  that  have  offended  them.** 


RECOLLECTIONS.. 

To  be  ambitious  of  the  honours  of  this  world,  is  unbecoming  the  difciplcsof 
Chuft,  and  unfuitalde  to  the  fpiritual  and  holy  nature  of  his  kingdom :  But  the 
honours  he  puts  upon  bumble  fouls,  are  incomparably  better  than  all  that  pride 
propotes  to  itfdf;  and  the  -lower  we  arc  abated  in  on r  own  eyes,  the  higher  he 
will  eaalt  us:  The  meaneft  in  his  family  are  precious  in  bis  fight ;  angels  minifter 
to  them;  Chriit  himtelf  died  to  redeem  them;  his  Father  is  their  Father,  and 
loves  them;  and  when  they  are  m  thegreateft  danger,  like  wandering  iheep,  he 
Searches  them  out,  and  takes  care  to  reduce  and  teen  re  them,  Ilia  car  is  open 
to  their  cries;  and  whenever  they  aflcmble.  together  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  he 
honours  them  with  his  fpecinl  pretence.  But  O !  wbat  will  become  of  falfe  pre¬ 
tenders  to  religion,  who  dcfj>ite  and  trouble  any,  though  the  wcabeft*  true  be¬ 
lie  vm  in  him.  and  goabmtt  to  ejifirare  and  rain  them  l  They  rouft  be  caft  out  of 
the  church  on  earth,  and  the  tentcnce  again  ft  them  wilt  be  ratified  in  heaven  ; 
and  unkfs  the/ arc  brxuiyrht  to  repentance  here,  God  will  take  righteous  venge¬ 
ance  upon  them  forevrr.  How  awful  are  church- ceafures  upon  tranfgrelihra, 
when  managed  according  to  the  wilt  of  Chriftt  They  arc  fuleum  judicial  aits* 
palled  in  bin  name*  and  with  a  reference  to  :hc  future  judgment;  and  therefore 
ftoutd  neither  be  raflily  pilled,  nor  heedkfsly  or  wilfully  incurred,  nor  liyi.tly 
thought  of  or  proCmely  ckfpifcd.  Offences  agamft  God  are  of  a  raoft(  heinous 
nature ;  and  it  is  better  to  fuffcr  the  great  eft  felf  denials,  than  to  (in  againft  him ; 
for  the  debt  contracted  l y  every  fin  is  no  left  than  a  talent.  And  what  an  un- 

mente  fum  is  it  that  \vc  owe  to  him,  and  hope  to  obtain  the  free  rcoilfion  of 

from 


■ 
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from  him}  But  jfcrfooal  Affront  a  and  injuries  from  our  fellow -creatures  againft 
ourfeTve*  are  intttnfiderable'triflea,  compared  with  ours  apainft  the  great  God  : 
IF  therefore  we  pretend  to  exped  bin  forgiving  of  mt  how  OiouM  this  move  us  to 
forgive  others  that  offend  us,  left  our  own  hopes  of  pardoning  mercy  frpm  him 
ftuniM  be  disappointed  at  Uft  i 


CHAP. 


XIX. 


AND  it  came 

lopafMhat 

when  lefts  had 
finiibel  ihele  &y* 
ingi,  he  departed 
frvra  Galilee,  and 
aiM  into  the 
crafts  of  Judea, 
beyond  Jordan  : 

a  And  great 
multitude*  ltd  * 
lowed  hint;  aud 
he  healed  them 
there: 


Chriji  heals  the  fck,  t,  2.  His  doblrine  about  divorce  and  marriaget 
3, — 12.  His  bteffing  young  children ,  1 3, — 15.  His  dijeourfe  with  a 
rich  man  about  the  way  to  eternal  Iifey  id, — ^  1 . and  with  the  diffi 
ciples  on  that  occajm,  23, — 30. 

tut.  Par  *  phrase. 

TT7"Heh  Jefus  had  finilbed  the  foregoing  inftrufUons, 
''  be  took  hit  leave  of  Galilee ,  where  bis  miniftry 
bad  been  chiefly  exercifed  hitherto,  and  went  into  the 
borders  of  Judea ,  which  lay  beyond  Jordan^  that  he 
might  go  on  with  his  work  there,  where  John  bad  been 
preparing  his  way  by  preaching  and  baptizing,  {John 
x.  40.} 

2  And  when  he  came  thither,  great  multitudes 
Socked  after  him,  as  they  had  ufed  to  do  in  CaliUe  t 
and,  according  to  his  gracious  and  unwearied  cuftom, 
he  preached1  the  gofpel  to  them,  {Mark  a.  t.)  and 
healed  their  lick,  to  tiicw  his  companion,  and  confirm 
bis  dodrine. 

3  The  Pharijeetf  his  reftlefs  and  watchful  enemies, 
followed  him  hither  alfo,  that  they  might  prejudife  the 
people  again!!  him  ;  and,  endeavouring  to  draw  him 
into  a  determination  about  divorces,  either  again!!  the 
dodrine  he  had  taught,  (chap.  v.  32.)  or  again!!  the 
law  of  AfefeSy  and  their  own  traditions,  they  afkcd  him. 
Whether  he  thought  it  lawful  for  a  man  to  put  away 
his  wife  at  his  own  picaful  e,  on  every  occafion,  as  he 
ihould  think  proper? 

4,  5  Jefus,  knowing  their  captious  defign,  prudent¬ 
ly,  and  yet  effectually,  anfwered  the  queftion,  by  re¬ 
ferring  them  to  Tome  paffages  offeripture,  faying.  Have 
ye  never  read  {Gen.  >•  27.)  that  in  the  creation  of  Adam 
and  Evet  the  firft  parents  of  mankind,  God  made  them 
male  and  female,  one  male  for  one  female ;  and  laid, 
{Gen.  ii.  24.)  Therefore  Jbali  a  man  leave  bis  father  and 
mother)  the  relation  between  a  man  and  his  wife  being 
nearer  than  that  between  parents  and  children,  and 
Jbali  adhere  to  his  wife  ,■  and  they  two  Jbali  he  accounted 
of  as  if  they  were  but  one  body,  as  the  firft  pair  really 
were  before  the  woman  was  created  out  of  the  man,  one 
part  of  whom  is  nut  to  be  feoaxated  from  the  other  ? 

6  Since 


j  The  Phari- 

fccs  alfo  cameuo- 
tn  him,  tempting 
him,  and  foymg 
UltfO  him,  h  ic 
luw ful  for  a  man 
to  put  away  his 
wife  for  every 

adW  . 


4  And  he  su¬ 
ffered  and  foid 

ori lo  them.  Hut 
ye  not  read,  tlui 
he  which  jnade 
JAfftrat  the  begin¬ 
ning,  made  them 
nu£  and  female  ? 

$  And  faid , 
For  this  caufr 
liial)  a  own  leave 
Lit  her  and  mo¬ 
ther  ,  iid  Hull 
Have  to  bis  wife : 
kid  they  twain 
AuU  be  um&Jl 


T 3 8  Tvfc  EvangeTtfl  Matthew  par&phrafed 

6  Wherefore  /S  Since  rh*»r*»fnr4 


Ch.  xix. 


thcf  ire  no  aw  re 
twaii>,  hot  one 
Adh*  W hu  there¬ 
fore  Cod.  huh 
jollied'  togehcr. 
Jet  not  man  put 
ofundu- 

7  They  fay  un¬ 
to  In  m,  Why  did 
Mofn  then  com¬ 
mand  to  rive  i 

i  I  j  jl 

writing  of  m  - 
voKem£iiL,3»d  to 
put  her  away  ? 

6  He  Jaith  iio* 
to  them,  Moles, 
bt-iuafc  of  the 

hiniuds  of  yonr 
hearts  t  fuikrcd 
you  to  put  iwiy 
tour  wires:  but 
from  the  begin* 
sing  ii  wat  not  £> 


9  And  I  fiy 
tnto  you.  Who¬ 
mever  fhsll  put  a* 
way  his  wife,  ex¬ 
cept  U  be  foe  for- 
niGrtkuij  and  fhafl 
tnarry  another , 
commiueth  tdul« 
tery:  and  who- 
fo  manierh  her 
which  is  put  a-* 
way,  doth  com¬ 
mit  adultery. 


6  Since  therefore  God,  anfwerabk  to  the  fine  format 
tion  of  the  two  fexes,  has,  by  the  primitive  inftitution 
of  marriage}  fo  clofely  united  them  together,  as  that 
they  ftiould  be  accounted  no  more  two,  but"  as  it  were 
one  body  ;  let  no  ordinance  of  man  feparaxe  them  from 
each  other,  whom  God  has  joined  by.  fuch  a  ftri£t  bond. 

y  The  Pbarifets  anfwered,  If  this  be  fo,  why  did 
Mofes  in  the  law  order,  that  a  man  thould  give  his  wife 
a  bill  of  divorce^  and  difmifs  her  ? 

8  Jefus  replied,  Mofet  d\&not .command,  he  only,  by 
a  judicial  or  political  .law  for-  reafons  of  llate,  permitted 
you  of  the  Ifrat&tijb  nation,  on  fome  accounts,  .to  put 
away  your  wives,  exempting  you  from  civil  punifbment 
in  cafe  ye  did  fo ;  and  there  was  a  fort  of  necellity  for 
this,  to  prevent  greater  mifehief,  becaufe  of  your  bard- 
hearrednefs  again  ft  the  wives,  whom  your  fierce,  mali- 
dous,  and  ftubborn  tempers,  when  once  prejudiced' a- 
gainft  them,  would  have  prompted  you  to  abufe,  and 
even  murder  in  your  wrath,  if  Mofet  y  in  companion  to 
them,  and  for  preventing  your  Gn,  had  not  thus  filter¬ 
ed  you  to  divorce  them :  But  there  was  no  fuch  allow- 
ance  hum  the  beginning,  in  the  original  couftitution  of 
the  law  of  marriage. 

9  And  as  I  am  come  to  take  away  hardnefs  of  heart, 
and  to  give  an  heart  of  fiefli ;  to  reQify  mens  manners, 
and  reuore  things  to  their  primitive  inftitution :  I  fay 
unto  you.  Such  divorces,  on  trivial  occafions,  (hall  be 
permitted  no  longer ;  but,  from  this  time  forward,  who¬ 
mever  (hall  put  away  his  wife,  except  it  be  on  account 
of  her  having  played  the  harlot,  in  direct  contradiction 
to  macrimouial  rights,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat.  v.  32.) 
and  {ball  marry  another  woman,  will  in  reality  commit 
adultery  by  that  new  contract ;  and  he  that  marries  fuch 
a  divorced  woman,  (hall  be  deemed  guilty  of  adultery 
with  her  likewife. 


t  o  Hij  difa- 
pic*  by  unto  him. 
If  rite  cafe  of  the 
Difcn  be  fo  with 
frj  wife,  it  is  not 
good  to  marry. 


ir  But  he  bid 
irnto  them/  All 
men  cmnot  re- 
(cut  this  laying; 

Arc 


10  This,  being  heard  by  ChrifVs  difciples,  feemed 
an  hard  laying  to  them,  who  had  been  always  taught 
another  fort  of  doftrine  by  the  feribes  ;  and  therefore 
they  afterwards  laid  to  him,  when  he  was  with  them  a- 
lone  in  an  houfe,  {Mark  x.  ro.)  If  a  man  may  not  put 
Sway  his  wife  for  any  other  caufe  thau  her  having  vio¬ 
lated  her  chaflity,  toe  unhappmefs  of  a  marriage- flat e 
mull  be  fo  great,  that  we  think  it  is  bell  for  one  to  live 
Gngle  all  his  days.  - 

1 1  But  be  anfwered.  However  true  that  may  be  in 
fome  circumftances  of  things ;  yet  every  man  cannot 
live  unmarried  with  fatisfa&ion  to  himfelf,  and  without 
lip  ;  and  none  can  do  it,  except  fuch  a$  have  received 

the 
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j^-e  :ltj  to  whom  the  gift  of  chaftity  from  God,  0/  which  number  there 

U  a  gi»eo.  but  few. 

I 

11  For  then:  n  For  Dome  have  the  gift  of  continence  by  mean*  of 

*h:dhn*werTifo  *be  natural  temper  and  conftitution  with  which  God  has 
horn  from  Mr  formed  them  from  the  birth,  whilft  others  are  wicked* 


mniiscr's  womb: 
and  there  ircfotne 
Minurhs,  which 
wtre  made  eu¬ 
nuchs  of  men : 
and  there  be  e\i- 
n  itch*  t  which 
have  made  than* 


Jy  maimed  by  the  unnatural  violence  of  cruel  men  ; 
anti  others,  through  divine  grace,  fubdue  their  inclina¬ 
tions  to  marriage  by  a  voluntary  and  religious  determi¬ 
nation  of  their  nwn  minds,  that  they  may  have  lets  in¬ 
cumbrances  in  life,  and  fewer  diftra&ions  and  hindran¬ 
ces  in  the  fervice  of  God  *,  and  fb  may  the  better  attend 


Jclvtt  eunuchs  for 
the  kingdom  of 
heaven1*  fake  - 
He  tbit  if  abk  to 
receive  it,  Let  him 
receive  if* 


>3  Then  were 
there  brought  un¬ 
tv  him  little  chit* 
dmi  j  that  he 
ftiuuld  put  hfi 
Lund*  on  them* 
end-  prijr  i  and 
the  difciplm  re- 

W tedihem. 

■ 


to  the  things  of  the  Lord,  as  Chriitians,  or  ss  mini- 
fters  in  his  kingdom :  And  though  all  arc  not  enabled 
to  come  up  to  this,  and  none  arc  to  be  forced  to  ir;  yet 
if  any  one  has  received  this  gift  from  God,  let  him  im¬ 
prove  it  as  a  blclling,  when,  all  things  considered,  it 
may  be  belt  for  him  to  live  Jingle. 

13  After  this,  Luke  xviii.  1 5.)  fome  infants 

of  die  believing  /ears  were  brought  to  him,  not  to  be 
cured  of  any  diitemper,  but  that  he  might  lay  his  hands 
upon  them,  and  pray  over  them,  in  order  to  his  im¬ 
parting  fome  fpiritual  bldfing  to  them ;  (fee  the  note 
on  Jl lark  x.  13.)  But  (r»)  the  difriples  thinking,  that, 
if  fuch  a  practice  were  encouraged,  it  would  be  too 
troublefome  to  tbeir  Lord,  fince  for  the  fame  reafon  a- 


14  But  Jefus 
laid,  Suffer  little 
rhilfii^tind  for¬ 
bid  them  not  to 


bundance  of  children  might  be  perpetually  crowded  in 
upon  him  whereveT  he  went,  they  began  to  reprimand 
tbofe  that  brought  them. 

.  1 4  But  Jefus  obferying  it,,  was  much  difpteafed  with 
his  difriples  for  attempting  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
way  of  his  blefling,  (Mark  x.  14.)  and  laid,  Let  young 


come  unto  me : 
far  of  fuch  is  d* 
k inf j him  of  ho* 
vra 


children  be  brought  to  me,  and  do  not  go  about  to  hin¬ 
der  them ;  for  thefe,  as  well  as  grown  perfons,  are  fuh* 
je&sof  the  gofpel-kingdom  which  1  am  come  ro  fet 
up  in  the  world  t»  end  bave  an  interelt  in  its  privileges 


ij  AndhcUiJ 
bH  bndf  on 
thvnir  and  de¬ 
puted  thence. 


and  blefllngs. 

15  And  then,  to  Ihew  his  love  and  tendemefs,  and 
to  confirm  tbeir  privileges,  he,  according  to  an  ancient 
rite  of  the  Jevtifh  church  in  bcnedi&ions,  laid  his 
hands  upon  them,  and  hlcfled  them,  (Mark  x.  16.) ; 
and  having  done  this,  he  went  away  from  that  place. 


16  And 


NOTH. 

f  It  feems  that  ChrifVs  jinncipil  brought  to  him  to  he  tikffcd :  But  he  plainly 

meaning  here,  wti  Hint  the  ibbjcfts  of  intimates,  that  ihcir  coverwntdntercil,  ani 
the  goCpd-kingdom  are  like  UttiechiLIrcu  for  Ti£bk  chweh-jnemberflup,  Ch^>uU  be  conti* 
tiicir  ttuper  »d  qiialitict,  thooph  he  took  nued  under  the  Goff  JcMUte;  iml  fkt  ihcto 
bcciHoa  from  hence  to  add  an  inltnuOion  of  fore  they  might  to  he  recoin  mended  and  dev 
thii  narore  about  it,  lake  sviii*  £7.;  for  this  voted  to  him?  which  makes  his  re  stoning 
could  be  00  more  a  reafon  why  their  chit-  on  i-bjj  head  clear  aud  jell* 
dica,  tvha  than  lambs  or  doves,  Uiould  be  4  l 
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stf  Aod  bc- 
hold,  one  came 
and  Aid  onto 
him,  Good  ma¬ 
iler,  what  good 
thing  thali  L  do 
chat  1  mi v  have 
eternal  life  J 


XT  And  he  laid 
unto  him.  Why 
aM  thou  me 

good  ?  lArrt  jj 

none  good  hut 
one,  that  if  God: 
bm  if  ebon  wilt 
enter  into  tile, 
keep  the  com  * 
mmdmcntL 


iB  He  Ah  h  un¬ 
to  him.  Which  1 
Mnliiidf  Thou 
malt  do  no  m or¬ 
der,  Than  (halt 
not  commit  adul¬ 
tery,  'ilwil  flfcdt 
pot  ft  cal,  Thou 
(hah  not  bear  frUc 
U'hocO, 

19  Honour  thy 
father  and  th 
mother  ;  uul, 
Thou  (hall  love 
thy  neighbour  m 
thy&lC. 

ao  The  young 
■nan  iaiih  unto 
him,  All  thefe 
things  have  I  kept 

from  my  yottfb 

up :  what  lack  1 

> 


1 1  Jrine  laid 
unto  him,  Jf  thou 
wilt  he  pcrfeA,  go 

and 


U  Evangelijl  Matthew  parapbrafed-  Ch. xix. 

16  And  as  he  was  palling  along,  (Mark  z.  17*)  be¬ 
hold  a  hopeful  young  man  of  figure  and  eftaCe,  who  was 
a  ruler!  (Isih  xviti.  18.)  He,  having  conceived  a  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  Chrilt,  came  to  him,  and  addrefied 
him  in  fuch  refpe&ful  language  as  the  Rabbits  of  that 
age  were  fond  of,  faying.  Good  matter,  whoa  I  efteem 
as  a  teacher  fenr  from  God,  I  beg  you  would  pleafe  to 
tell  me  what  worts  of  righceoufiiefs  1  mutt  do  to  obtain 
everlatting  life. 

17  Jtfus  anfwering  faid  to  him,  Why  do  you,  who 
think  me  to  he  no  more  than  a  mere  man,  call  me,  in 
this  emphatical  manner,  good  ;  fince  there  is  none  to 
whom  this  title,  in  an  abfolute  fenfe,  belongs,  hut  God, 
and  all  goodnefs  comes  from  him?  However,  as  to 
your  queltion  about  doing  (ome  works  of  righteou&els 
to  give  you  a  right  to  eternal  life  $,  if  you  would  obtain 
it  by  your  own  doings,  you  mutt  perfeftly  keep  the 
commandments  of  God. 

18,  19  The  young  man  replied.  What  are  the  com¬ 
mandments  that  you  mean  ?  Jefus,  to  convince  him  of 
his  deleft,  even  tn  the  dnties  of  the  fecond  table,  in* 
ftancedonly  in  them,  laying,  Ton,  having  been  brought 
up  in  the  jevii/b  religion,  know  the  commandments  of 
the  moral  lav,  ( Mark  x.  19.)  which  are  fuch  as  thefe: 
Thou  (halt  not  do  any  murder  ;  Thou  (halt  not  commit 
adultery;  Thou  (halt  not  fteal,  cheat,  or  defraud  any 
man,  (Mark  x.  10.) ;  Thou  (halt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs 
againft  thy  neighbour ;  Thou  lhalt  honour  thy  fathei 
and  mother ;  and,  to  fum  up  all  in  a  few  words,  Thou 
(halt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf. 

20  The  young  man,  judging  of  thefe  precepts  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  loofe  interpretations  of  the  Jnvi/b  doc* 
tors,  and  fuppofing  he  fliould  obtain  Chrift’s  approba* 
tion,  faid;  Thefe  are  very  cafy  duties,  and  I  have  oh- 
ferved  every  one  of  them  from  my  childhood  up,  as 
long  as  1  can  remember ;  I  am  therefore  fafe  enough 
for  eternal  life :  What  can  there  he  wanting  tn  me, 
after  all  this,  to  hinder  my  obtaining  it?  Is  there  anv 
thing  more  that  you  would  enjoin  upon  me  ?  If  fo,  I 
am  ready  to  do  it. 

21  Jefus,  to  convince  him  of  his  great  miftake  as  to 
what  he  had  done,  and  of  his  infufficiency  as  to  what 
he  could  further  do,  pnt  him  upon  giving  a  proof  of 

bis 

T  E- 

other  wife  Chrift's  uifwer  f«m$  hardly  re- 
ooricftcabJe  to  hi»  <Wbr roe  of  the  neodfity  of 
faith  in  htmfelf  for  that  pnrpufc;  and  there¬ 
fore  t  have choicn  ihU,  rather  than  the  met 
uftiid  way  of  interpmlog  it. 


N  O 
hiuhT 


t  I  take  the  defign  of  the  young 
cpttftiont,  and  Chcilrs  anfirerf,  at)  ulon^in 
this  diicourie,  to  proceed  upon  what  may  be 
cipcfted,  according  to  the  term*  of  the  core* 
nam  of  work*,  to  give  a  title  to  eternal  life  j 


xix.  Tbt  Evargelijl  Matthew  pa 

illhAtlbOD 


M* 


haft*  am!  prc  to 
the  poor ,  sad 
them  (bait  have 
tcerfm  b  hea¬ 
ven  i  sad 
tftifclbs 


11  Bat  when 

the  yrrung  man 

heard  that  fiy~ 
ingthcvcntawiy 
frrowfal:  for  he 
had  great  pofleT- 
Coni 


i;  Then  laid 
Jefus  unto  hisdift* 
dpkt*  Verily  I 
fiy  unto  yon  *  that 
a  rich  Bkan  AmJI 
hard  If  enter  into 
live  kingdom  of 

hesm. 

*4  And  again 
I  fay  unto  yon*  It 
la  c  after  for  a  ca¬ 
me]  to  gp  through 
the  eft  of  a 
needle,  thin  for  a 
rich  mao  to  cater 
into  the  kingdom 
of  Cod. 


*$  When  hh 

di&iptet  heard  if, 
they  were  exceed¬ 
ing  fibued,  fay- 
tag*  Who  then 
cm  be  ikved  I 


his  compliance  with  the  great  command  of  laving  his 
neighbour  as  himfeify  fayuig,  If  you  would  be  indeed  as 
perfetk  as  you  vainly  conceit  yourfelf  to  be,  and  as  the 
law  of  God  requires,  in  Jbme  peculiar  drcumflances, 
relating  to  your  neighbour’s  good,  go  now  and  fell 
your  elute,  and  give  it  all  away  to  the  poor  in  thefe 
days  of  pi  effing  necrificy:  And  if  only  by  this  Angle 
inftance  you  prove  the  fiocerity  of  your- love  to  fellow* 
creatures  as  to  yourfelf,  I  allure  you  of  a  treafure  in* 
heaven  j  then  come  again  and  follow  me,  as  my  difciple 
and  my  lervanr,  and  1  will  further  inftruft  you  into  the 
way  to  eternal  life,  and  conduft  you  fafely  to  it. 

22  But  when  the  young  man  heard  this,  he  thought 
it  a  hard  laying,  and  went  away  from  the  only  Saviour, 
with  a  heavy  heart,  and  with  great  vexation  of  mind  tof 
think  that  this  mull  be  a  parting  point  between  heaven 
and  him :  For  he  was  very  rich,  and  could  by  no  means 
bear  the  thoughts  of  giving  up  all  he  had  for  Chriftand 
future  happinefc,  but  really  preferred  the  riches  of  this 
world  to  all  the  bleffings  of  the  other* 

23  Then  Jefus  took  this  oocalion  to  fay  to  his  dif- 
ciples,  'How  flrong  are  the  temptarions  of  earthly  rich*  , 
es  t  I  affbredly  tell  you,  that  it  is  a  very-difficult  thing 
for  a  man,  who  abounds  in  wealth,  and  whole  heart  is 
taken  up  with  it,  to  be  a  true  fuhjeck  of  the  kingdom 
of  grace  here,  and  to  arrive  at  die  kingdom  of  glory 

hereafter. 

24  And,  that  ye  may  take  the  more  notice  of  it,  1 
fay  unto  you  again,  The  love  of  this  world’s  tteafures, 
to  the  placing  of  one’s  happinefs  in  them,  {Mark  s.  14) 
is  lb  exceedingly  enfttaring,  thar  it  makes  the  difficulty 
of  fuch  a  rich  man’s  being  a  true  difciple  to  me,  and  of 
bis  getting  fafe  to  heaven,  greater  than' can  be  imagi¬ 
ned}  yea,  than  a  camel's  going'  through  the  eye  of  a 
needle,  or  than  a  needle’s  being  threaded  with  a  thick 
cahle-rope  t* 

25  The  difciples,  upon  hearing  this,  feemed  to  be 
extremely  furpriled,  and  cried  out.  Who  then  among 
mankind  can  be  laved,  fince  many  of  them  are  rich, 
and  moft  of  them  defire  riches,  and  all  will  find  fome- 
thing  or  other  in  this  world  to  engage  their  hearts,  and 
hinder  them  in  their  way  to  heaven  ? 

26  But  Jefus,  looking  with  earneftneis  and  compaf- 
fioo  upon  them  under  their  conllernatum  and  fear, 

fatd, 

T  E. 

met’s  or  an  elephant*?  paffing  through  the 
eye  of  a  noodle,  wut  a  proverbial  aprtilbi 
of  rufflKtlmvg  Mtrtindy  difficult*  it  net  im- 

poICbtc,  hi  the  onJ’xary  csaifr  of  tiling*. 


*6  But  Jefus 

beheld  than, and 
find  unto  them* 

Wfch 

N  O 

f  Kafirt&'i  The  word  b«Tt  ufod  is  ob* 
ftrvcd  by  ibme  to  figntiy  a  as  w«U  as 
a  fruit/,  which  feemf  to  make  tl»e  metaphor 
mow  tuiurdl ;  But  others  tell  u**  that  a  c** 


i  h  r 

JT>0  Etfongclijl  Matthew  farapbrafsd.  Ch.  xjk. 


*7  Then  an* 
Antrcd  Peter*  and 

laid  unto  nim» 
BchoJdt  vc  have 
foriikw  all,  and 
frllnvd  (hoe  ; 
"hat  Ornll  vciufe 
therefore  ? 


T41 

Wivh  men  tlm  faid,  Such  indeed  is  the  corruption  of  mankind,  and 
Tii]ii'fK'<jodC’  ^  their  «ddi£iednefs  to  this  world,  that  going  on  therein 
thii>g«  an  pofr  is  inconfiftent  with  (al  ration ;  and  it- is  altogether  im- 
bt-  poffible  for  any  man,  by  the  power  of  nature,  to  make 

an  effectual  change  upon  himfelf,  or  for  one  of  .them  to 
make  it  upon  another;  but  it  is  not  impoilible  to  the 
almighty  grace  of  God  to  turn  even  the  molt  rich  and 
worldly* minded  Tinner  to  himfelf,  and  carry  him  ihro’ 
all  temptations  to  eternal  life. 

27  Then  Peter  anfweriog  (aid  to  him,  Behold  what 
an  etFefl:  this  grace  has  had  upon  us  1  Though  we  were 
not  rich  in  this  world;  yet  have -we  forfaken  alt  that 
we  had,  which  was  as  much  to  us  as  riches  are  to  o- 
thers;  we  have  cheerfully  left  our  livelihood,  and  dear* 
eft  relations  and  enjoyments,  to  follow  thee  through 
all  difficulties,  wants,  and  dangers ;  and  all  our  expec¬ 
tations  are  from  thee :  What  -then  wilt  thou  pleafe  to 
beftow  upon  us  !  We  truft  thou  wilt  make  it  worth  our 
while j  hut  how  i 

28  Jefus  fa!d  unto  them,  I  aflbrcdly  tell  you,  That  as 
ye,  my  apoflles,  have  gone  through  the  work  of  rege¬ 
neration  $  yourfelvee,  and  have  attended  me  to  fubferve 
the  defign  of  my  kingdom  which  1  am  fating  up  for  the 
reformation  and  recovery  of  others ;  fo  ye  mail  bear  a 
part  in  the  honour  and  bleffcdneis  hereafter  to  be  re¬ 
vealed:  When  1,  the  Meffiah,  (hall  be  enthroned  in 
glory  at  the  Father’s  right  hand,  ye  immediately  there¬ 
upon  fhall  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high,  and 
(hall  preach  my  gofpel  with  author i tv,  and  with  mighty 
ligns  and  wonders  to  confirm  it :  Wnen  I  (ball  appear 
in  my  glory  for  the  dettru&ion  of  Jerufalemt  your  pre¬ 
dictions  about  it  (hall  be  accomplifhed,  and  your  cha¬ 
racters  and  com  millions  (hall  be  vindicated :  When  the 

_  L  __ 

Jrws  ftiall  be  called  again  in  the  hft  days*  your  doitrine 
ftiall  be  the  means  of  their  eoirrerficm*  'which  will  be  as 
life  from  the  dead  ;  And  when  I  fhall  come  to  judge 
the  worlds  ye  fhall  have  tbe  honour  of  fitting  upon 
twelve  feats  next  my  throne ;  add  however  the  twelve 
tribes  may  treat  you  now,  they  fhall  all  be  brought  be¬ 
fore  you,  then  afleflbrs  with  me  in*  judgment)  to  fee 
and  approve  the  femence  which  I  (hall  pals  upon  them 
according  to  my  gofpel  difpenfed  by  you*  and  as  ye 
fiifffcr  with  me  in  this  world,  ye  fhall  be  glorified  toge¬ 
ther  with  me  m  the  next* 

29  And 

N  Q  T  E* 

f  tfa  i,  may  into  the  parHibrafc,  and  given  it  2$  W  wide  » 

rehi*  either  to  the  renewing  work  of  grace,  ftupe  u  !  ^preit«nd  the  nanrt  of  ihin^ uill 
or  die  gUricun  rdtitutioft  of  all  things,  iriil  bear;  and  the  uiHer  msyobferve*  that  1  ge- 
he  Ttbrei  either  to  the  tenner  or  the  ««*Uy  chu If  the  kkc  method  in  «th«r 
iaitcr  part  of  the  i  have  taken  Wlh  |  1 


%H  And  Jefus 

fkid  onto  them, 

Verily  l  fay  tin* 
to  you,  The!  ye 
which  have  fol* 
(owed  me  in 
the  re  gen  era!  ion, 
when  the  Son  of 
man  fhall  fit  in 
the  throne  of  his 
filory,  ye  aUb  Hull 
nt  upon  twelve 
th touts,  judging 
the  twelve  tribes 
of  UracL 
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>9  And  cmy 

one  that  hath  for- 
&ke&  boofei,  or 

brethren,  or  fi¬ 
tters,  or  father, 
or  mother ,  or 
wife,  or  diildivfi, 
or  bods,  for  my 
name**  iilttf  flwll 
receive  an  hun¬ 
dred  fold,  u4 

ftwtt  inherit 
■allifr- 


29  And  as  to  all  the  reft  of  my  true  dtfciples  as  well 
as  you,  whoever  they  be,  that,  for  my  fake  and  the  gof* 
per*,  ihali  fufier  any  Ioffes  in  their  temporal  inttreftg 
and  enjoyments  j  whether  they  be  deprived  of  their 
worldly  fubftance  and  eftates,  in  houfed  or  lands  or  of 
their  dearie  ft  relations,  fuch  as  brethren,  fitters,  fathers, 
mothers,  wives,  or  children  ;  becaufe  they  chufe  rather 
to  part  with  them,  than  with  me :  All  rbefe  ihali  have, 
in  this  ptefentlife,  what  is  an  hundred  times  better  for 
them,  in  inward  contentment  and  divine  con  filiations 


and  hopes,  and  many  times  in  outward  friends  and 
Applies  too  which  God  will  in  his  providence  raife  up 
to  them ;  and  what  crowns  all  is,  that  they  Ihaii  at 
length  inherit  everlafting  life* 

E2irtnI?r,r  3°  ®ut  £-*lat  this  may  be'  looted  upon  a 5  a  reward, 

be'iafl^md  the  not  met^9  but  of  grace;  many  of  the  Jfavx,'  who 

hit  Gffh  have  the  iirft  gofpel-calls,  and  fbnd  faireft  in  outward 

appearance  and  vifible  privileges,  ihaii  be  rejected  for 
their  unbelief;  and  many  of  the  Gmtiks,  who  are  now 
ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  promHe*  and  will  he  called 
laft,  (hall  be  admitted,  through  faith,  to  all  the  bltfimgo 
of  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  of  glory:  And  f  even 
many  of  thofie  Jews,  who  ihali  be  firit  effectually  called 
in  order  of  rime,  ihali  be,  in  point  of  honour,  as  thole 
who  Ihali  be  called  laft ;  and  many  of  the  G^ntiUs,  who 
ihali  be  brought  to  believe  in  me,  in  order  of  rime,  af~ 
ter  tbert,  fhall  be  advanced  to  honours  as  high,  or 
higher  than  theirs* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  indefatigable  was  our  blefTcd  Lord  in  doing  good  wherever  he  came! 
how  prudent  in  his  conduct  to  avoid  fiiares  and  dangers!  and  bow  careful  to 
ttiaibtam  and  perpetuate  every  divine  inftitution;  and  particularly  in  what  relates 
to  the  chattity  of  the  mirriage-relatfon,  and  to  the  fpiritual  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  children  of  the  covenant !  Thefe  ought  to  be  pretested  to  birrtj  thathenvty 
own  and  blefs  them ;  And  how  difplcafing  is  k  to  Chrift,  for  any  of  his  difciplts 
lo  go  about  to  exclude  them  from  their  place  in  his  kingdom,  or  to  hinder  their 
being  brought  to  him  in  the  goTpel-ftaEe,  that  they  may  receive  the  tokens  of  his 
favour  to  them !  Marriage  is  an  ordinance  of  God,  free  to  all,  as  prudence  ami 
induiatioci  maydirefi;  and  however  tome  may  abftain  from  it  with  fafcty  and  ad¬ 
vantage,  yet  this  is  not  a  gift  given  to  ah,  and  none  are  to  he  forced  into  vows 
againftit;  and  when  once  it  is  contracted,  nothing  but  adultery  or  death  can 
lawfully  break  the  matrimonial  botul ;  nor  will  the  civil  magi  ft  rate’s  divorce,  for 
other  rattans,  acquk  the  confcience  from  fin  againft  God*  How  unable  arc  we 
to  keep  any  of  Cod’s  commands,  as  wc  ought,  without  dcrc&l  And  if  we  mutt 
have  a  perfeft  righteoulbcfs  to  entitle  us  to  life,  where  Ihali  we  find  it  hut  in 
Chrift  l  But,  alas!  many  that  compliment  him,  have  very  low  thoughts  of  him, 
who  is  good,  and  doeth  good,  and  who  only  can  bring  us  into  the  way  to  eternal 

hau* 

NOTE, 

t  I  think  both  theft  iDtcrpretalion*  may  vertigo  and  yet  righteous  rejefikm  of  fomrft 
be  rtken  fa,  to  comport  with  the  dtioDdr/c  of  and  equal  voHchfaf'cmcnt^  of  hU  bteffings  Co 
the  following  chapter,  which  tv  an  enlarge-  others,  whom  wv  might  ha\<*  th'U^hc 

iwai  upon  u*u  verie,  *tul  fits  out  God's  ib-  be  would  have  made  i  difiettnet* 
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b&ppmcfst  and  they  who  do  not  fee  his  excellence,  and  their  own  need  of  him, 
are  naturally  prone  to  imagine  that  they  can  obtain  fab  a  non  by  their  own  doings; 
Pot  if  any  think  th  enriches  capable  of  thiSj  they  might  foon  be  convinced  of 
their  dangerous  mtftnJre,  were  they  put  to  the  trial  of  their  obedience  in  inltm* 
ces  that  lie  iroft  opposite  to  their  natural  inclinations  and  fecular  interefttf#  Alas, 
what  finrea  ami  Umputiurs  are  the  riches  and  love  of  this  world,  to  hinder  us 
In  oar  duty  and  in  onr  way  to  hfcaven!  Nothing  but  almighty  grace  can  girean  ef* 
fcdual  turn  to  the  heart,  and  overcome  the  difficulty:  And  whoever  is  hereby 
brought  to  deny  himrelf,  and  fufler  temporal  lofles  for  Chrift/  (hall  And  a  rich  a* 
mends  m  his  Wdjiug  here,  and  eternal  life  with  the  higbeft  honours  in  bis  prefence 
for  ew*  But  whether  wc  be  firft  or  laft  in  partaking  of  gofpcl  benefits,  it  b 
according  to  the  riches  of  God's  grace. 


CHAP*  XX. 

The  parable  of  tlx  labourers  in  the  vineyard*  X, — 16*  ChrxjP s  predi{- 
tfan  of  his  own  death  and  reJurreEfion^  17*—  ip,  The  petition  qf  the 
mother  qf  two  difciplesy  and  Gbriffs  anjwer  and  difeourfe  upon  it%  10* 
—28.  And  his  curing  two  blind  men*  29, — 34* 


Trit* 


FOr  iht  king¬ 
dom  of  hea¬ 
ven  is  like  un¬ 
to  a  man  that  is 
■n  houfcholdcr, 
which  went  <'uc 


early  irt  l  be  morn¬ 
ing  <0  hire  la¬ 
bourers  into  bis 
vineyard. 

a  And  when 
hr  had  a  gyred 
with  the  labour¬ 


er*  for  a  penny 
i-day,  be  font 
-them  into  hu 
vineyard* 


3  And  he  went 
out  about  the 
third  hour,  and 
Jaw_athe»  Band¬ 
ing 


Paraphrase. 

VrOtV*  that  what  hath  been  faid,  about  the  fir  ft  being 
laft,  and  the  laft  firit,  is  no  way  to  confident  with 
rules  of  righteoufnefS)  may  be  learnt  by  a  plain  Gmili- 
tude.  “  For  the  dtfpcnfation  of  grace,  in  the  gofpcJ- 
lungdoan,  is  like  the  management  of  a  certain  matter 
of  a  family, .  who  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to  hire 
labourers  into  his  vineyard;  tad,  agreeing  with  them 
for  a  penny  a*day,  he,fct  them  about  his  bufmefo 
there  ;”™So  f  God  called  the  Jews  .to  faith  and  repen¬ 
tance,  in  the  beginning  of  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  by 
the  miniftry  of  John  the  Baptifi f  of  Chrift  himfclf,  and 
of  his  apoftles  in  their  Era  million  to  the  loft  (beep  of 
the  houfc  of  Ifrael:  And  fome  of  them  were  called  in 
the  youngeft  part  of  life,  with  prcpofals  of  fpiriruai  and 
eternal  bleffings  for  their  encouragement  4  and  they 
thereupon  profcffed  to  come  into  the  church,  and  give 
rhemfetves  up  to  the  Lord. 

3,  4,  &  5.  <f  The  mafter  afterwards  went  out  about 
the  third  hour,  and  then  about  the  fixth  and  ninth 
hours;  and  finding  others,  who  flood  idle  in  the. mar* 
ket,  like  perfons  that  waited  there  for  employment,  he 

bid 


NOTE* 

t  Some  fnppofr,  th?e  wr/p  In  the  Morphy-,  difpenfotlon,  and  the  various-  commiffioni 
and  the  /ifod,  the  the  ninths  arid  the  for  preaching  it,  firft  ro  the  Jemsy  and  rf* 
tUverJb  fottrs,  which  fignlfy  nine  o'clock  in  terward*  to  the  Gentiles ;  And  though  this 
the  morning,  noon,  three,  and  fire  o’clock  parable  ferns  to  rebut  primarily  10  the  dif* 
in  the  afternoon,  relate  to  the  times  of  the  ferent  fnfqns  of  God’s  calling  the  JJfvt  and 
firft  promifr,  and  afterward;  of  Abrahatx  and  by  the  pripels,  and  to  the  frvtrdgu 

-Mc/rj,  and  then  of  the  prophets,  and  Uft  of  diftribntbns  of  his  grace  to  one  and  the  Other 
aft  of  Chrift  and  hu  a po files :  But  as  die  of  diem  ;  yet  it  is  icoftly  applicable  to  all 
kingdom  of  heaven,  repre  firmed  in  this  pa-  perfons.  wherever  the  gnfjpri  comes,  incrcry 

mhfe,  fignific*  the  j»ofpd*lUrc,  i  rather  rake  age,  and  to  every  period  of  a  man's  lift, 
them  all  to  relate  to  the  feverat  ppxdi  of  Us 
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mtfk^ian  **  ^  Bjjin  go  into  liia  vineyard)  pro  mi  ling  that  they 
jJiSi^ai*-  foould  have  fuftictcnt  recompence ;  nnd  they  accordingly 
to  than,  Go  ye  Went  So  the  -Jew  Continuing  to  negleft  Chrift  ana 

*ub  mu the  Tin©-  the  gefpel,  though  they  were  full  of  expectation  that 

£«««r  is  right]  c^e  would  appear  about  that  time  to  fet  up  his 

I  will  give  ygv-  kingdom;  God  again  Called  them,  by  Chrift’s  fending 
Anti  iher  mu  out  the  feventy  dUaples,  as  well  as  the  apoftlcs,  during 
*5  he  the  time  of  his  abode  upon  earth;  and  after  his  re  fur* 

we«  out  about  rcftion,  bis  meflengers  were  fent  out  again  with  a  fur* 
*■ .  c*Jj*  aB<[  ther  com  million  to  preach  the  gofpel,  firft  In  Jerufakn * 

did  I'lrvifa  U  and  Ji*de<h  a^d  then  to  the  Jews  of  the  difpcrfion,  be¬ 
fore  they  went  to  the  Gentilet  /  and,  at  thcfe  fever  al 
feafbns,  many  came  in,  and  made  a  profeffion  of 
Ch  rift's  name,  fome  of  which  were  called  in  their  youth* 
ful  days,  others  in  their  middle  age;  and  others  in  the 
decline  of  life* 


tf  And  about 
the  clmncb  hour 
he  went  out  , 
and  found  ofben 
landing  idle,  and 
faith  UDio  then), 
Wbr  .Aaud  jt 
here  all  the  day 
Utc? 

r  Thq&fvpr 
to  hhn>  BcCrtfc 
ao  man  hath  hi¬ 
red  oa.  He  filch 
tmto  them,  Go 
yc  il(b  into  fit 

vinejanl  ;  and 
wlutfiicver  ii 
righty  tbat  fliall 

yeieodtc. 

9  So  e- 

ven  was  coroe, 
the  lord  of  the 
riomril  filth  un¬ 
to  bU  ftcwmnl* 
Cull  the  labour- 
m,  and  give  them 
their  hire,  brain- 
sing  from  thelaft 

uoto  fit-Jirft* 


p  And  when 
they  came  tbat 
•aim  hired  about 
ttetbrafthhotfr, 
they  reedved  eve* 
iy  span  a  pertny* 
io  But  wIma 
the  firft  came , 
t!*y  fuppofal 
that  they  Ufa  aid 
juve  Keeived 

.  note; 

Yol.  L 


6i  7 ♦  “  Laft  of  all;  about  the  eleventh  hour;  the 
matter  found  others  ftauding  idle;  and  expostulated  with 
them  for  fquandering  away  alJ  their  time;  and  when 
they  fjiid  they  had  nothing  to  do,  he  hid  them  go  inro 
the  vineyard)  promifing  mem  a  proper  reward 
at  laft  God  fent  the  gofjiel,  by  the  mihittry  of  the  apo* 
Ales,  and  others  of  his  fertfants  in  that  and  after- aged, 
to  the  idolatrous  Gentilet ,  who  had  for  many  generati¬ 
ons  gone  on  in  ignorance,  Walking  in  their  own  ways} 
and  they  were  turned  from  idols  to  ferve  the  living  and 
true  God;  upon  the  encouragements  therein  fet  before 
them;  and  ionae  were  called  in  old  age;  after  they  Had 
wafted  the  greatert  part  of  their  ltvek  in  fiupidity  and  m  Cm 
8'  **  Now  when  the  day  was  finilhed,  the  matter  or¬ 
dered  all  the  labourers  to  be  called;  that  they  might  re¬ 
ceive  their  reward,  beginning  with  them  who  came  in 
laft,  and  fo  on  to  the  firft  ?’ — So  at  God's  com  pleating 
the  fettlement  of  the  kingdom  of  grace,  he  will  (hew 
the  riches  of  his  mary  to  the  Gentilet}  and  to  theni 
who  were  called  Jaft ;  and  ih  the  evening  of  life,  or  as 
death,  and  in  the  evening  of  the  world;  or  at  j  adgmenr; 
they  fhall  receive  the  bleffing  of  eternal  life,  as  well  as 
the  Jrwt  and  fuch  as  were  called  firft. 

at  to.  “  And  when  they,  who  came  laft  into  the 

maftcr*s  fervige,  received  a  penny,  they;  who  were  or¬ 
dered  to  go  firft  into  the  vineyard,  expected  to  receive 
more,  but  Wert  di&ppoinccd  /*— S o  When  the-  Gentiles, 
and  they  who  Were  called  laft,  were  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  covenanr  here,  and  entitled  to  the  gra¬ 
cious  reward  of  eternal  life  which  they  ftull  receive  here¬ 
after  ;  the  Jev>t%  and  they  who  were  called  nrft,  know- 
imr  this,  imatnned  that  their  privileges  and  their  glory 
&  i  K  lbcuU 


J 


14^  tte  Evangefjft  Matt ntvr  paraphrafed*  Ch.  xx. 

truyzr/i  iM  tliey  Ihonld  be  ftili  greater ;  but  found  themfelves  miliaken* 
tikewii'e  received  thcv  to  receive  no  more  than  the  others. 
ctctj  min  a  pen  j  ^  l2m  u  And  when  they ,  that  firft  entered  upon 

'it  And  when  their  nrjftcr’s  work,  found  they  were  to  have  no  more, 
tWM  reccivwi  t^Cy  j^urEnxircd  again  ft  him*  bccaufe  they  who  came  in 
^  ^  i^inU  ^thc  laft*  and  laboured  .hut’  one  hoar*  received  as  much  as 
ootvi-irunof  the  themfelvcs,  who  had  borne  the  heat  and  toil  of  all  the 
g,  .  day  :”*-So":he  jbw,  who  had  been  the  ancient  people  of 
Thcfi  Urf  have  God*  and  were  firft  called*  and  valued  themfdves  up- 
wrought  hut  one  on  their  external  privileges  and  performances*  mur- 

wl!  mured  at  the  Gtntiki  bang  made  fellow-heirs  with  them 
us*  °f  the  privileges  of  the  gofpd*  and  of  all  the  blcflmgs 
tvhkh  havtborrw  of  fetation;  bccaufe  they  thought  the  advantages  and 
rhe  burden  glories  of  the  Meffiah's  kingdom  ought  to  have  been 
=aio  >c  y*  t0  themfdves,  or  at  leaft  beftowed  in  a  more 


t  5  But  he  an- 
f'vtii'J  one  of 
them,  »n4  ftud, , 
triendj  IJi'ihec 

no  ^roofc:  dslft 
pot  thou 
ulth  me  for^  pc  Li¬ 
ny  I 

14  Tike  tbot- 
Mn€  .it,  anft  £0 
thy  way  :  J  *dl 

give  unto  this  Uft, 
even  ai  i:nro  ihcc* 
ij  ic  not 
lawful  for  me  to 

do  whxt  I  vill 

with  nunc  own  ? 
is  ife'iiw  eye  c- 
vil,  beciufe  X  am 

good? 


ample  manner  upon  them  than  upon  the  Gtntikj. 

’I3t  14*  &  15.  “  Dut  the  mailer  anfwered  one  of 
tbefe  murraurers,  faying*  Friend*  why  is  this  complaint? 
I  have  done  yo\i  no  wrong:  Have  I  not  performed  my 
agreement  with  you?  Take  therefore  what  belongs  to 
yon*  without  grudging  at  the  favour  1  fhow  to  others ; 
for  I  will -give  as  much  to  the  laft  as  to  the  firft;  and 
have  I  not  a  right  to  difpofe  of  mine  own  property  as  1 
pleafe  ?  Why  then  fhoidd  you  be  envious  bepdfe  l  am 
bountiful  ?” — So  God  reproves  tbe  complainers  againfl 
his  dftpenfarions  of  mercy*  and  vindicates  bis  own  right 
in  freely  difpofing  of  gofpel-bleffings  according  to  his 
fovereign-will,  laving*  How  good  and  kind  foever  I 
am.  to  others*  I  do  no  injury  to  you;  ye  cannot  claim 
more  than  I  have  given  you;  and  ye  ought  hot  to  envy 
others.  My  favour  is  free*  my  gifts  are  entirely  at  my 
own  difpofe,  I  am  debtor  to  none,  and  will  leave  no 


m  So  the  laft 

jhaJJ  be  ft  fit,  and 
jh±  £Lrit  tall :  for 

iDstny 


room  for  any  to  complain ;  but  will  have  mmy  on 
whom  I  .will  have  mercy :  And  as  I  delight  to  glorify 
the  exceeding  riches  of  my  grace,  I  will  do  it  to  fnch 
perfems*  and  in  fuefa  ways  and  degrees,  as  feem  good 
in  my  fight.  What  l  Dull  1  not  do  as  I  pleaie  with 
mine  own  ?  How  unbecoming  is  ir*  that  ye  fhould  be 
offended*  bccaufe  I  am  lb  exceedingly  gracious*  even 
beyond  all  appearance  of  defert. 

16  Thus*  as  was  laid*  (chap.  xix.  30.)  many  of  thole* 
who,  like  tbe  G entile t,  are  called  laft*  and  have  the 
leaft  pretence  to  be  regarded*  fhall  be  -admitted  to  all 
the  privileges  and  blcffings  of  the  kingdom  of  grace  and 
glory,  as  welt  as  tbofe*  who*  like  the/nur*  were  called 
firft*  and  bid  faireft  for  pre-eminence:  And  they  who* 
from  a  high  conceit  of  their  own  merit*  murmur  again  ft, 
and  cannot  be  reconciled  tu  ihule  fovercign  difpenfa- 

tions 


Ch.  xx. 


The 


w?  b#  tions  of  forfeited  goodnefe,  exclude  tbemfelves  from  ita 

'  '  fairing  benefits;  while  others,  who  appear  to  be  Hill 
more  unworthy,  (hall  be  partakers  of  tnem  f ;  For  ma¬ 
ny  are' externally  called  by  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  and 
made  members  of  the  vifible  church ;  but  there  are, 
comparatively,  few  that  are  chofen  of  God  to  external 
life,  and  cffe&ually  called  according  to  his  purpoie. 
tj  Amt  jefu*  iy  .After  thefe  things,  Jefus,  knowing  that  the  time 

of  fufFeringc  drew  nigh,  fee  out  for  Jerusalem ,  with 
n'chcdifciplea-  the  twelve  apofiles,  to  celebrate  bis  laft  paflover  there  ; 

and,  as  they  were  in  die  way,  he  privately  reminded 
titrm ;  1,010  them  of  what  he  had  cold  them,  once  and  again  before, 

would  befit]  him ;  and  added  fome  further  particulars  a- 
bout  it,  faying, 

iS  Behold,  we  1 8  We  are  now  going  up  to  Jerufalem ,  and  I  would 
P*  up  “  have  you  obferve,  that  this  will  be  my  laft  journey  thi« 

ol  'aiin  bln  te  ther  5  f°r  the  time  draws  nigh,  in  which  I,  the  MefDah, 
iKtnjfed onto  the  fhaU  be  treacheroufly  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the 

u»to  tbc 'fctibet  and  Scribes ,  who  will  take  this  opportunity 

and"  they  "bji  of  apprehending  and  profecuttug  me  with  malice  and 
condemn  him  to  fury,  till- they  procure  an  unrighteous  fentence  for  cou- 
duih,  deeming  me  to  dearh. 

1  v9  ip  And  they  will  deliver  me  into  the  hands  of  the 

Gciufcsmmock  Roman  governor  and  his  foldiers,  to.be  derided,  cruci- 
and  to  fcoorge  fied,  and  infultcd,  abufed,  and  beaten  with  rods,  (fee 
f!«  .  the  note  on  chap,  xxvfi.  26.) ;  and  at  laft,  to  be  put  to 

third’ day  he  ball  the  painful  and  ignominious  death  of  the  crofs,  as  if  I 
rife  again. .  were  the  meaneft  of  Haves,  and  the  vileft  of  malefactors  ; 

and  for  your  comfort  I  add,  that,  on  the  third  day,  I 
fhall  rife  again  from  the  dead. 

v  T1*0  '"i!!!  20  Then' t  Salome*  the  wife  of  Zebedee*  came  to 

of  Zebedee^diil-  him  with  her  two  fons  James  and  John,  (chap.  x.  1.) 
dren,  with  her  and  imagining,  that,  after  the  riling  again  which  he 

JPUSdSfi*  rPa*Ee rf»  he would fet  up  a  temporal  kingdom  with  great 
a  ccrtiin  thiogof  ntajefty  and  glory  on  the  earch,  ftic  fell  down  before 
him-  him,  and  worshipped  him,  earncltly  begging  that  he 

would  grant  her  a  certain  requeft,  on  the  behalf  of  thofe 
her  two  fons,  they  alfo  joining  in  the  petition  with  her, 
(Mark  x.  35.) 

untj  21  He  knowing  their  ambitious  defign,  fa  id  to  her, 

*iJi  What 

NOTES. 
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18  Behold,  vc 


19  And  Autt 
deliver  him  to  the 


th  ird  day  lie  (halt 
rife  again. 


10  Then  eune 

to  him  the  mother 
of  Zebedce's  chil- 


him. 


«  And  hetiid 
unto  her,  What 

wilt 


t  Thi*  biter  pert  of  the  verfc  being 
hmujjht  in  as  a  reafon  of  what  was  frid  in 
the  former,  tot  naturally  to  Intimate,  time, 
by  tbt  tajt  being  and  i&f  firfi  fr/f,  onr 
1  meant  ik»C  only,  that  the  G&ttifcs  fhotdd 
be  made  equal,  id  gofpeh-privileges  and  bM- 
£rig*t  to  the  Jms  ,*  but  that  many,  who 
ucrc  molt  lively,  in  human  view,  to  be  made 
pr’aker*  of  them,  ihnuld  fall  fhort,  through 
Klx  cjivMi  and  anbclitfj  while  others,  u  bo 


were  much  more  unlikely*  Jhould  obtain  them 
through  faith,  according  to  the  lov  creign  dif* 
pof*k  of  God's  grace. 

\  That  this  was  Safemti  appear*  by  com¬ 
paring  Mith  ixriu  sd.  wirh  A*Vri  xv.  40.5 
and  iw  may  l>c  fpoken  of  a*  the  mother  of 
Zihr&t'i  children,  either  litcinfe  he  was 
dtnd,  or  wan  not  a  confirm  fiill  twtr1  or  Chrill 
y  jfce  and  ha  tba*  we. 


* 

f ^  8  The  Eiiangelift  Mn  tthf/w  parapbrafed. 

vik  thou?  She 


Ou 


ik'rh  unto  hiin. 
Grant  that  theft 
oty  two  fons  may 
fit  the  one  tin  thy 
right  bund,  aud 
the  other  on  the 
kit  w  thy  king¬ 
dom. 


i*  Rot  Jeftr  an- 
Avttnl  arid 
*e  Mqv  not 
wftal  yc  afk*  Arc 
ye  Mt  to  drink 
of  :he  cup  that  | 
frail  drink  of, 
and  to  he  tapri- 
zed  tfith  tjiebtp- 
iifui  that  1  am 

baptized  with } 
They  fay  imto 

bim,  WearcaUc. 


What  is  the  petition  that  you  would  offer  i  She  told 
him  it  was,  that,  fince  tie  had  fpofcen.  of  the  twelve  a- 
poftlcs  fitting  on  twelve  thrones,  (chap.  six.  28.)  thofe 
two  funs  of  her’s,  who  were  his  con  font  and  favourite 
difciples,  might,  at  the  opening  of  his  kingdom,  be 
admitted  to  the  big  heft  places  of  honour,  and  be  next 
in  authority  to  himfelf,  .like  perfons  fitting  one  at  his 
tight  hand,  and  the  other  at  bis  left. 

22  Cut  Jd'us,  turning  to  her  two  Tons,  replied.  Ye 
are  much  reiftaken  about  the  nature  of  my  kingdom, 
which  is  rot  of  this  world ;  nor  will  it  gratify  your  car¬ 
nal  ambition,  according  to  your  vain  expeditions \  l'uf- 
ferings  here  being  the  way- to  its  dignities  and  honours 
hereafter :  If  therefore  ye  would  be  partakers  of  its  glo¬ 
ry,  think  fieri cru fly  with  yourfclves,  whether  ye  are  able 
to  drink  of  the  cup  of  trembling  which  I  mull  drink 
of,  and  to  be" baptized  with  the  forrowful  banrifm  which 
I  mult  be  baptized  with  by  my  Jufferingt  -  They  readily 
anfwered,  with  little  thought,  but  with  a  great  deal  of 
vanity  and  felf-conftdcncc,  We  are  ready  to  fuffer  every 
thing  that  can  befal  us,  for  obtaining  the  honours  of  thy 
kingdom. 

23  Jefus  replied,  _  Ye  fliall  indeed  be  called  to  fuffer 
terrible  perfccutjons,  reproaches,  and  diftrefles,  after 
my  example,  and  for  my  fake,  in  your  way  to  my  king¬ 
dom  of  glory,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark.  x.  39.} :  But  as  to 
the  chief  honours  there,  fucb  as- fitting  next  to  me  at 
my  right  hand  and  my  left,  thefc  are  already  difpofed 
of  in  God’s  eternal  eounfels,  and  are  put  into  my  hands 
to  confer  them,  not  according  to  any  private  will  of  my 

own,  but  according  to  bis  pnrpnfe,  who  bath  given  me 
power  nfer  all JfeJbt  that  l  Jbould  give  eternal  life  to  at 
many  as  he  has  given  me,  (John  xvii.  2.) ;  fo  that  tbefc 
honours  are  not  mine  to  give,  (f  «**’  w  lave 

only  to  them  for  whom  they  have  been  prepared  by  my 
father  in  bis  appointments  before  the  foundation  of  the 
workl. 

24  Now  when  the  other  ten  spofUes  heard  the  ambi¬ 
tious  fequeft  of  thefe  two  brethren,  and  Ch  rift’s  reply 
to  it,  they  were  filled  with  envy  and  refentmeiit  again  ft 
them,  for  endeavouring  to  get  a  pre- eminences  ft  the 
Mefliah’s  kingdom,  whieb  they  thonght  they  had  as 
good  a  claim  to  as  either  of  then); 

Bat  Jefus,  ftcirig  that  the  fanie  carnal  ambitious 

tem- 

--  .  .  ...SOT  E. 

t  The  particle  («>>*)  b  fometimt*  ufed  ex«pftv  Jr,  ai  in  \J*rk  is  ft-  compared  with 
Matt*  xvii.  9- ;  suuf  rhe  Swiatk  vrHicm  very  fuftJy  render*  chcie  tvord*,  wlihnu  (he  Juppk* 
Jbcnt  in  aw  irdniLtion,  VkU/i  u  ih>fi  fur  vLa;  it  Sbc.  See  tfhihvjtf's 

CUflife,  yvL  L  p. 


i  j  And  he 
fithli  unto  them, 
Ye  ihatt  drink  fo* 
rfehl  of  my  cup, 
iutl  be  bzptrznJ 

V:th  the  bapnifm 
fiat  I  am  bupti- 
fed  vitk  :  btft  to 
fie  on  mv  rijffht 
hand,  atideumy 
-Jeft,  is  not  mine 
to  give,  but  it 
Jfrj li  he  give*  to 
tK*m  for  u  bnn  it 
K  jirc  pared  0/ illy 
father. 


a#  And  when 

the  reO  heard  tf, 
they  w;ft  moved 

kgdnft  tbo  ttfo 


15  But  lefts 

cd^ 
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called  them  unt* 
hiitit-»nd.  Uul,  Y« 
knew  disc  the 
pri'iCM  of  the 
Geiirilei  ettrciA 
duninioit  over 
them,  and  they 

th.it  arc  gn nit  c^“ 
crcilk  authority 

upon  them* 

16  fhu  it  (hall 
iwi  be  m  imong 
you :  but  who  to* 
ever  will  be 

you,  let 
hiin  be  your  mt- 
o  tiler; 

17  Arid  who- 
fivver  will  be 
<hicf  *'lH>ngy*iuf 
let  hint  Ik  your 
iVrvM  in ; 

s9  J\ren  as l he 
■ 

£-m  tit  nun  came 
not  to  be  nir<i- 
ftcicd  unto,  hut 
iv  i^ln^rw,  iud 
to  £iv*  ids  iiie  i 
riotbrn  for 


1 0  A  n;1  *5  they 
Jqiailed  t'rotn  Je* 
rit'bi',  jl 

taulmudc  fy  bow¬ 
ed  bun. 


temper  worked  in-  them  all*  called  them  together,  and 
with  great  nteeknefs  and  gen  tie  fiefs  reproved  them,  Jay- 
tag,  All  this  is.  quite  wrong :  Ye  know  indeed  that  the 
princes  of  this  world,  the  kings  and  emperors  among 
the  Gsntifcs,  have  a  mighty  third  after  dominion  and 
power  over  their  fu'ujeflts,  and  over  one  another ;  and 
they  among  them  who  have  the  ft  con  gift  arm,  exercife 
authority  over  the  reft. 

16,17.  But  it  muft  not  be  thus  among  you  in  my 
fptritual  kingdom,  the  nature  and  defign  of  which  are 
contrary  to  thole  of  the  kingdoms  of  this  wtrld :  If  any 
therefore  would  be  truly  great  and  honourable  under 
me,  let  him  bumble  and  deny  hi  rot elf,  and  labour  ro 
promote  the  fpiritaal  iu  ter  efts  of  others  $  and  -  if  any  a. 
mnng  you  deft  re  to  have  pre-eminence  above  the  reft, 
let  it  not  be  by  lording  it  over  God's  heritage,  but  by 
condescending  to  the  meaneft  fervices  for  their  fouls 
benefit,  and  by  frrviiig  one  another  in  love, 

28  Herein  take  me,  the  Meifiah,  for  your  pattern, 
who  came  into  this  world,  not  to  take  upon  me  tempo, 
ral  (bate  and  dominion,  or  to  be  ferved  with  pomp  and 
grandeur ;  but  10  fubmit  to  the  moft  felf- abating  offices, 
in  doing  good  10  the  fouls  and  bodies  pf  men,  and  to 
lay  down  my  own  life  at  laft  (kv^iunnkm)  as  a  price 
of  redemption  for  as  many  of  them  as  the  Father  has 
given  me,  by  dyingjn  their  room  and  Head,  that  they 
may  be  delivered  from  (in  and  JJavery,  from  the  curJo 
of  die  Jaw  and  the,  wrath  of  God. 

29  Upon  this,  Jefus  and  his  difciples  went  forward 
to  Jtru/aUm and,  palling  through  Jericho  in  their 
way  thither,  (fee  the  note  on  Luke  xviii.  3  5.)  a  great 
multitude  of  people  followed  him,  as  they  ufecj  to  da 
wherever  be  went. 


30  And  be- 
hnlJ,  t  wo  bli:id 
meg  tittiajgby  toe 
way -fide,  when 
they  heard  that 
Jcifli  paflrd  by, 

cried  out,  (dying, 
Httirc  mercy  «it 

0  Lord,  ihou 
of  David, 


31  And .  die 
mubitwle  itbu- 
koirhem,  beoufe 
they  ibortld  hold 
their  peace;  but 

they 


30  And  behold  a  wonderful  inftance  of  his  power 
and  compaflion !  There  were  two  blind  men,  fitting  on 
the  fide  of  a  public  road  to  afk  relief  j  one  of  whom  was 
a  noted  beggar,  whole  name  was  Bartimeus*  (Mark  x, 
46.)}  and  when  they  beard  from  fome  of  the  company, 
that  Jefus,  who  had  wrought  fo  many  miracles,  was 
then  goiDg  by,  they  joined  in  tbeir  requeft  for  a  cure, 
crying  out  with  great  carneftnefs,  and  faith  in  his  power 
and  goodnefs,  O  Lord,  thou  Son  of  David*  xvlu^m  we 
believe  to  be  tbe  true  MefTrah,  and  both  able  and  ready 
to  help  and  fare  the  mile  rattle,  we  befeech  thee  extend 
thy  mercy  to  us. 

3 1  But  (/•)  tbe  multitude  chid  them  for  making  fucb 
a  noife,  and  bad  them  hold  their  peace  and  not  aifturb 
him,  who  fee  rued  to  take  no  notice  of  there ;  However, 

K  3  iuftcad 


»5° 

they  cried 
more  t .  faying  , 
Have  mercy  on 

W,  O  Lord,  Lhoa 

Ion  ofDttidt 


31  And  Jefu* 
flood  ft  ill,  and 
called  them,  and 
ftitl.  What  will 
yc  that  F  Ihall  do 
Uiu«  you  ? 


Tbs  Evangelift  Matthew  parapbrafed.  Ch.  xx. 

the  inftead  of  being  filent,  they  cried  out  with  (fill  more  ve¬ 
hemence  and  fervour,  O  Lord,  thou  expected  Md3iah, 
we  -greatly  need  the  mercy  which  thou  art  conie  to  be- 
(tow,  and  earneftly  beg  that  thou  wo ul deft  pleafe  to 
have  companion  upon  us* 

31  Then  Jefus  flopped;  and,  for  the  encouragement 
of  their  faith,  ordered  them  to  be  brought  to  him :  And 
when  they  came  near,  he  alked  them,  What  mercy  it 
it  was  that  they  dt fired  he  fhould  (hew  them,  whether 
they  wanted  an  alms,  or  a  cure  from  him,  or  what  elfe? 
thereby  giving  them  an  opportunity  to  make  known  their 
particular  requeft,  and  an  intimation  of  bis  readinefsto 
anfwer  it. 


They  fey 
onto  hi ;nr  Lord, 
that  our  may 
be  opened. 


33  They  immediately  replied,  Lord,  the  mercy  we 
want,  and  humbly  beg  of  thee  to  grant,  is,  that,  ac¬ 
cording  to  thy  greatnefs  and  good n efs,  and  according  to 
our  diftrefling  necefliry,  thou  wouldeft  reftore  fight  to  us 
who  are  blind. 


34  So  terns  34  And  they  no  (boner  a  Iked  but  received  :  Jefus 
had  companion  extended  his  mercy  toward  them,  acccording  to  their 

touched™  ’  their  kkh ;  and,  npoa  hi$  touching  their  blind  eyes,  they, 
ci**t  andimme-  by  a  mere  a£t  of  his  Sbveragn  power  and  will,  recover - 
diatciy  their ed  their  fight  in  an  inftant,  and  went  along  with  the 

feifc  co^pny  after  him> to  ttfttfy  Aeir  gratUude,  love,  and 
c4  him.  praife,  and  to  receive  full  further  blellings  from  him. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  free  and  fovereign  is  the  grace  of  God?  ,The  moft  unlikely  an:  eflrtfualJy 
called;  and  that  fooner  or  later*  according  to  his  good  pleafure:  And  the  tetett 
convert  Ihafl  have  all  the  privileges  of  the  gofpeLftate,  and  the  reward  of  eternal 
Jrfc,  as  well  as  the  earlieft ;  whilft  others,  who  feemed  to  ftand  fairer  for  it,  drop 
ftiort  of  it.  It  is  mdeed  a  reward,  bccaufe  it  is  given*  according  to  the  promife* 
after  our  work  is  done  upon  earth,  and  bccanfe  it  is  a  rich  amends  for  ail  our  la¬ 
bour  and  fufTeringi  for  Chrift  ;  but  it  is  a  reward  of  grace,  which  God  bellows, 
as  he  p  I  cafes*  upon  his  eh  oft  n,  for  whom  it  is  prepared  in  his  eternal  decrees* 
He  herein  leaves  no  room  for  others  to  complain*  luttce  he  does  them  no  wrong ; 
but  every  mouth  of  proud  boafters,  and  captious  vnurniuners*  flull  be  ftopped* 
And,  blefll-d  be  God,  while  there  is  life*  there  is  hope  for  every  fianer,  efpeciaJJy 
for  thole  that  have  not  all  their  days  before  negle&ed  the  means  of  grace  *  Hut 
there  is  no  encouragement  forfiichas  fit  uaderthe  gufpel,  to  defer  their  repentance, 
-in  hopes  of  being  called  at  the  eleventh''  hour *  and  aafooo  as  the  twelfth  hour 
comes,  or  the  day  of  Life  is  ended,  there  remains  no  more  hope  for  ever.  How 
earneftly  fliouU  we  beg,  that  Chrift  would  open  the  cyts  of  our  minds,  before  it 
be  too  late  ;  that  he  would  iliew  us  the  worth,  and  our  need,  of  fpi  ritual  blef- 
fings.  and  the  way  of  obtaining  them  through  faith  in  him,  who  freely  gave  his 
life  tfranfom  for  many  !  And  if  for  many*  why  not  for  tne?\X  furely  is  for  me, 
if  1  am  brought  to  receive  the  Lord  JtfiiS  as  the  only  facrifice  for  my  tins*  to  de¬ 
pend  on  him  as  able  and  ready  to  five  me,  and  to  make  him  my  example ;  if  ! 
prefer  f pi  ritual  to  temporal  btemn^s,  and  feck  to  excel  in  humility  and  ufefuhiefs, 
in  every  great  and  good  work,  iaftead  of  thirftfo?  after  power  and  feme;  and  if, 
having  fet  down  and  comited  the  coft,  I  reckon  upon  the  croft  as  well  at  the 
crown*  and  am  made  willing  to  follow  Cbrift  through  fufTerings  to  glory. 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P. 

Cbrl/Ps  public  entry  into  Jerufalem,  1, — 1 1.  His  driving  the  traders 
cut  uf  the  temple^  12,— His  turfing  the  barren  fig-tree,  171 — 
22#  HU  filencing  the  )ewsj  by  an  appeal  to  John1/  b^ptifm,  23, — 
27-  HU  reproof  to  them,  by  the  parable  of  two  Jons,  28,^32.  j. 
and  by  the  parable  of  the  vineyard  let  out  to  bujbandinen,  33, — 46# 

-Paraphrase. 

A^tbcy  taw'  when  our  Lord  and  his  dii'ciplcs  drew  near  to 

unto  Jwifii-  Jerufalem ,  and  were  come  over-againft  Bethphuger 


which  lay  between  that  city  and  the  mount  oi  Olives, 
Jefus  knowing  that*  at  the  approaching  pail  over,  he, 
as  the  true  pafehal  Lamb  typified  by  that  ordinance, 
muft  be  facrficed for  us,  ( 1  Cor#  v,  7#)  determined  to 
make  a  public  entry  into  Jerufalem ,  as  an  emblem  of 
the  higher  honours  of  the  kingdom  that  he  fliouid  rife 
to  from  the  dead:  And,  in  order  thereunto,  he  lent 
two  of  his  difciples  into  the  adjacent  village,  laying. 
At  younarrival  thither,  ye  will  find  an  afs  tied  with  her 
foal,  which  has  never  been  hacked,  {Markxu  2.)i  un¬ 
tie,  and  bring  them  to  me,  that  I  may  make  fiich  ufc 
of  them  as  feems  good  m  my  fight# 

3  And  if  any  one  (Iiould  find  fault  with  yon  for 
attempting  to  loofe  and  lead  them  away.  Tell  him  that 
your  Lord  and  Mailer  wants  them,  for  a  fpccial  pur* 
pofe,  at  this  time:  And  as  foon  as  he  hears  this,  his 
heart  (hall  be  inclined  to  let  you  faring  them  along 
with  you. 

4,  5.  Jefus  purpofely  did  all  this  with  a  view  toibme 
ancient  prophecies  of  the  MdEah,  that  they  might  be 
punftudly  fulfilled  in  him  ;  as  particularly  thofe  in  I/a* 
Ixii.  11.  Say  ye  to  the  daughter  of  Sion,  Behold,  thyfal - 
vatim  someth :  and  Zecb*  he.  9.  Rejoice  greatly,  O 
daughter  of  Sion  ;  Jhotxt,  0  daughter  of  Jerufalem  :  Be* 
hold,  thy  King  cometb  unto  thee;  he  is  juft,  and  having 
fitting  falvathn ;  lowly,  and  riding  upon  an  afs  t,  and  {or  e* 
pon  an  aft.  And  ven)  upon  a  colt  the  foal  of  an  afs . 

6  The  two  difeiptes  accordingly  went  into  the  vil¬ 
lage,  and,  managing  juft  as  jeius  had  commanded, 
found  every  thing  fell  out  exactly  as  he  had  foretold  it 
would. 

7  And  they  brought  the  afs  with  the  colt,  and  put¬ 
ting  their  garments  upon  erne  of  them  %,  viz.  the  coir, 

{Mark 


Vena  ,  wad 

come  co  Beth  - 
phage,  unto  the 
msunt  of  Olives, 

then  Jefus 
two  difdplcs, 

^  mg  onto 
them,  tio  into  the 
village  over  a  - 
£.iin[\  yuu,  And 
Ii  rjii  w  jiy  ye 
UijU  find  an  aft 
tied,  and  a,  cok 
aith  her:  lootc 
i  v't:,  and  bring 
pSr*:  uroo  me, 

l  AlJ  if  any 
mm  fry  ought 
ttiito  yon  ,  ye 
(hail  fiy  The 
Lord  hah  need 
of  hem  ;  and 
ftraehiway  be 

willlcnd  them. 

4  All  this  was 
don  t  that  it 
mtjht  be  fulfilled 

uheh  wssfpokcn 
by  the  prophet, 

i  Tdl  yr  the 
dagbter  of  Sion, 
Htmld,  fby  king 
unto  thee. 


rcnlt  die  fual  of 
11  aft. 

6  And  the  dW- 
ciples  wit,  and 
dll  a.<  Jefus  com* 

mended  them, 

T  And  brought 
the  aft,  and  the 
colt ,  and  put 

on 


N  O 

f  Chrift  rode  on  an  aft,  «  the  judges  and 
hin^of  ffrue!  did  dll  time  :  And, 

ftihable  to  bis  durafter,  he  herein  appeared, 
not  in  the  pomp  and  pride  of  chariots  and 
borfe,  which  God  had  forbid  to  the  Jungs 


T  It  S. 

of  fftad :  but  jodeon  the  foal  of  an  like 
DttvtJ,  tire  greardt  of  all  hi*  aiH-vtlUTi,  i'ee 
Ur  «n  Prophecy,  dj/fi t/*  iv.  p* 

‘  f  As  all  the  orhrr  cvanjrclijh  mendou 
only  ChrUfs  riding  upon  tlu-colt,  muy- 
K  4 
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on  (hen  tWr  (Mark  ^i.  y.)  they  afterwards  fetjefus  on  the  cloaths, 

leTii^’(b'e«on7  *Mch  they  had  fpread  upon  it,  that  he  might  ride,  with 

humble  triumph,  to  Jetufalem. 

8  And  »  ■ rery  8  And  as  he  rode  along,  an  exceeding  great  multi* 

j^rad  IJtrit  jjir-  tude  attended  him,  many  of  which  fpread  their  doatht, 
nKnis  intfitw-aj';  like  carpers,  in  the  way,  for' him  to  ride  upon  $ ;  others 
other;  cut  down  cut  off  houghs  of  trees,  and  ftrswed  them  an' the  tides 

tnr"^andfftraved  ro4<b  as  the  people  ufed  to  do  when  kings  and 

tin*  in  the  emperors  made  their  triumphal  entrance  into  a  city ; 

and  great  numbers  met  him  from  Jervfakm,  carrying 
palms  in  their  hands,  {John  xii.  (3.)  as  they  were  wont 
at  the  feaft  of  tabernacles. 


p  Andthemri- 
tiiudes  tbsf  vrnt 
feefcwe,  and  that 
followed,  cried, 
faying  Hpfatma 
Cn  the  Son  of  Da¬ 
vid  :  hlefledi<bc 
that  comcth  in  the 

ti  amt  pf  (he  l#u  cd , 

Hofanna  m  the 

Ligheft. 


tft  And  when 
he  vv  come  iaio 
Jcniukm,  ill  ihe 
city  via  mo^d, 

Who  it 

ihis  ? 


9  And  t  the  great  crowds,  that  went  before  and  be¬ 
hind,  fliouted  with  lpud  acclamations  of  joy,  and  fa- 
luted  him,  faying,  as  at  their  feaft  of  tabernacles.  Ho* 

fauna,  to  ths  Mtfftah,  of  David t  race  ;  fave  new,  vtt 
befgecb  the*)  Q  Lontf  (Pfal.  cxviii.  2  j,  26.) :  We  fing 
thefe  honours  to  our  Saviour  and  our  King,  the  Sent 
of  God,  who  comes  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  blefs 
us :  May  all  profperity  artend  him  and  his  kingdom  in 
the  higheft  degree;  may  his  throne  be  exalted  above  e- 
very  other  throne ;  may  he  be  extolled  in  our  higheft 
praifes  5  may  the  holy  ^ngels  join  their  longs  with  ours; 
and  may  all  poflible  bleffings  and  glory  defeend  qmn 
him,  and  upon  us  through  . him;  may  he  hlefs  us  fioni 
pn  high  J  l 

id  And  when  he  came  into  Jerufaltm^  amidft  tfefc 
throngs  and  loud  acclamations,  and  other  demonlta- 
tions  of  joy,  the  whole  city  was  ftrangely  afie&d, 
fame  with  wonder,  others  with  envy,  others  with  cm- 
tempt,  and  others- with  ccftaiy;  and  the  common  ii- 
quiry  among  them  was,  Who  is  this,  that  is  thus  cri<d 


N  O  ' 

fwppofc  that  the  particle  vcr  ^  fig* 

jiific*,  u  \*  oftcD  does,  fm,  or,  to  vitt  with 
refpi/fc  ro  tht  cull  pr  foal  of  an  aft,  and  that 
MfiffiitT*  l*m  put  the  plural  for  the  lingular, 
1>y  <i  figure  plied  CJidAWc  0/  mmfar,  2$  ii  i$ 
died  in  Gen-  viii,  4.  aha  wi,  15.:  and  com¬ 
pare  Jflin  xU,  19*  with  xxvii,  49  t 

Or  efiie  we  may  frippefe  the  people  fpread 
their  tloAtl^,  bo:h  on  the  afst  anti  !^r  colt, 
Cor  Jefus  to  take  his  choice ;  and  then  fet 
him  upon  meaning  the  chaih^  which 
thej  had  ipreud  upon  the  colt;  or  chit  they 
firft  ftc  him  on  the  aft,  and  immediately  af¬ 
terwards  on  her  foal,  Jcius  ehufuvgto  ride 
ttponthefaak  T*id.  111  7^  xii-  14, 

?  Perhaps  they  hung  theta*  itkewiie  on  the 

ges  and  honfes,  to  adam  the  paflage,  an d 
ex  oreft  th  rir  joy- 

t  Our  Lut'd  icftraiped  all  public  tokens  of 
honour  from  the  people  tilt  now,  that  he 
jujght  jloc  Ifir  up  the  cuvy  of  his  enemies* 

h  h 


At, 

£  E, 

nor  interrupt  the  erode  of  his  preaching,  b- 
ftty  bit  time  j  hut  theifc  reafbns  now  ceafinj, 
he  fuflered  thefe  loud  acclamations  of  th 
m  altitude,  that  they  might  lx  a  ftrnng  ant 
puh(ic  telHmony  again  IF  their  wickedncls, 
who,  fa  four  or  fi/e  days  afterward#,  would 
cry  wt,  (jmdfjhiiWi  tntcify  ti*. 

* 

|  Though  the  caprc/Tmns  Trended  here, 
and  in  xi.  v*  10-  Lnh  six*  37*  58, 

and  7we  xii*  13.  are  fbmewhat  different; 
yet  they  arc  all  of  a  ft>tt ;  and  it  is  e*fy  to 
apprehend,  that  in  fo  great  a  multitude  all 
thefe  forms  of  congratulaikm  vere  idcd  by 
florae  or  others  of  them*  tisJSuvvtf  is  com¬ 
pounded  of  the  / Ufrm*  verb  jryn,  'vbkh 
fignifies  /iW,  and  of  the  psitide  to,  vlilch 
ii  a  note  of  mimiy ;  and  the  pcopln  ufing 
it  may  intimate  their  praying  for  ftlvatioo 
lo  themlMuc:*  by  the  MelUib,  as  wdl  as  for 
profperity  Ilktu 


Ch.  xxi.  The  Evangeltfl  Mattitew  paraphrafed. 


it  And  tta  ‘ 
inulutodc*  &id  , 
Thi«  i?  jeltn  thv 
prophet  of  Naia- 
reth  of  Galilee* 


is  And  Jefo* 

pic  of  God,  and 
call  oat  all  dim 
that  &ld  and 
bought  in  the 
temple, and  over* 
chit*  the  tables 
of  the  money* 
clungm,  and  i he 
of  them  (hit 
fcU  doves, 


up,  and  makes  fuch  a.  fotemn  appearance  amongfl:  us? 

it  And  the  multitudes  that  attended  him  told  them. 
This  is  that  great  propber,  who  is  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth ,  of  Galilee ;  and  whole 
doctrine,  and  wonderful  works  to  confirm  it,  have  been 
(b  famous  in  Tfraeb 

12  Then  Jefus  went,  not  like  a  temporal  prince  to 
the  palace,  but  like  the  Lord  of  the  temfde  to  his  own 
houfe,  to  cxercife  bis  authority  there >  (fee  the  note  on 
Mark  xi.  1 5.) :  And  when  he  came  to  the  outward 
court,  the  court  of  the  Gentiles,  he  found  a  great  nu;n- 
her  of  traders  ;  fame  paying  off  bills  of  return  from  di- 
ftant  countries  fur  money  to  buy  facrificcs,  and  changing 
foreign  money  into  half-ihekels,  which  every  one  pf 
twenty  years  old  and  upwards  was  to  give  as  an  offer* 
tng  to  the  Lord,  (Exod.  xxx.  13,  14.)$  and  he  found 
others  huying  and  felling  doves  and  cattle  for  facriiices, 
under  a  pretence  of  its  fubfervience  to  Ihnduary-work, 
and  of  convenience  to  thofe  that  came  from  far,  and 


could  not  eafily  bring  fuch  things  along  with  them ; 
Bui  when  he  law  that  this  traffic,  which  ought,  and  for¬ 
merly  ufed,  to  be  carried  on  in  the  markets  of  Jcritfa * 
lem,  was  Introduced,  by  the  avarice  of  the  priefls,  into 
the  place  which  was  confecrated  to  the  im  mediate  fervice 
of  God,  and  that  it  was  managed  with  extortion,  he  threw 
down  the  Halls  of  tbe  money-changers,  and  of  the  fellers 
of  doves,  and  the  like,  and  turned  them  all  our,  faying, 

1 3  And  ftM  13  This  place  was  deftgned,  not  for  a  market,  but 
into  them,  U  i*  for  tbe  religious  ufe  of  Crn/i/r-profelyces,  {who  might 

ihall  bectUed  the  not  be  admitted  into  the  inner  court  of  the  temple  to 
Houle  of  prayer;  worfhip  and  offer  up  their  prayers  to  the  God  of  Ijrae /,) 
but  *e  have  ™*le  according  as  it  is  written,  ( (fa.  Ivi.  7.)  My  houfe  JlrJT 
r  *  o  »**«■  C(t\lt£  an  heufe  of  prayer  to  all  people,  or  nations  s  But 

ye  have  horribly  perverted  its  ufe,  and  profaned  it,  by 
your  covetous  merchandice  $  ye  have  thereby  robbed 
God  of  his  honour,  and  made  an  unlawful  gain  of  tbe 
people,  which  is  no  better  than  theft ;  and  fu,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  ancient  complaint  of  the  prophet,  (Jer.  vii. 
11.)  ye  have  turned  it  into  a  den  or  receptacle  of 
thieves.  And  fuel)  was  the  divine  inajefty  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  his  behaviour  on  this  occafion,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  ail  the  interelt  of  the  priefta  among  the  people, 
and  all  the  gain  which  many  had  by  this  mercbandice, 
-  their  fpirtts  were  lb  over-awed  that  none  dared  to  op* 
pofe  him. 

14  And  the  14  When  the  market-people  were  gone  out,  Jefus 
blind  and  rheUme  flaying  behind  in  the  court  of  the  temple,  fuch  as  were 

thTwoorde^and  blind  and  lame  came  to  him  thither  j  and  be  hononred 

h?  . 
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V  (he  holy  place,  and  fupported  bis  own  chara&er,  by  ex¬ 

erting  the  fame  authority  to  heal  them,  by  which  he 
bad  purged  his  houfe,  ana  baniihed  the  buyers  and  fel¬ 
lers  out  of  it. 


If  And  when 
the  chief  priefc 
*nd  fcribe*  few 
the  wonderful 
things  th  at  hedid, 
and  (be  children 
crying  in  tbc 
temple,  and  fay* 
ingt  Hofei)  n*  10 
the  Sonof  JJavid^ 
they  were  lore 
dUpk  ilbd, 

id  Apd  feid 

unto  hiinv  Hew* 

eft  thou  what 
fthde  fey  ?  And 
JcfiH  faith  unto 
them,  Tea :  have 
ye  never  md,  Out 
of  the  mouth  of 
tabes  and  luck- 
ling*  thou  haft 
perfected  praUe  I 


17  And  he  left 
them,  and  went 
out  of  the  city  in¬ 
to  Bethany  ;  and 
he  lodged  then. 


10  How  in  the 
morning  as  he  re¬ 
turned  into  the 
city,  be  hunger¬ 
ed* 

ip  And  when 
be  law  a  fig-tree 
In  the  way,  he 
came  to  it,  and 
found  nothing 
thereon  ,  hut 
leaves  only,  and 
fetd  unto  it,  I*et 
no  fruit  grow  on 
thee  he  net  for  * 
ward  for  ever* 


1 5  At  this  time  there  were  children  in  the  temple  +; 
and  even  thefe,  feeing  with  what  majefty  Chrift  had  0- 
ver-awed  the  traders,  and  cured  the  lame  and  blind, 
joined  their  joyful  acclamations  with  the  multitude, 
crying.  All  hail !'  Holanna  to  the  Meffiah  of  the  houfe 
of  David:  Bat  when  the  chief  priefts  and  doctors  of  the 
law  faw  the  glorious  wonders  he  performed,  and  heard 
the. very  children  admiring  and  applauding  him,  they 
were  filled  with  indignation  and  envy,  inftead  of  taking 
con  vision  by  it  and  bearing  a  part  in  their  fong. 

1 6  And  they  faid  to  him.  Do  you  bear  what  tbefe 
filly  children  lay  ?  Surely  you-  will  not  fuffer  fucb  fool* 
ifh  creatures  as  tbefe,  who  undetftand  nothing,  to  make 
fuch  a  noife  in  crying  you  up.  Jefus  anfwered.  Yes, 
I  bear  them ;  and  they  ought  not  to  be  rebuked  for 
proclaiming  mine  and  my  Father's  praifes,  which,  thro* 
envy,  ye  deny  us:  And  ye yourfelves  might  eafily  per¬ 
ceive,  that  God  has  ftirred  up  thefe  weak  in  (tr aments 
to  own  me  as  the  Meffiah,  were  ye  bnt  to  read,  and 
dudy  confider,  that  jhc  feripture  lays,  ( PfaL  vtii.  2.) 
Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes'  and  Jtiekliagi  thou  haft  or¬ 
dained  firengtb :  He  hereby  makes,  his  ttrength  perfeft 
in  their  weaknefs,  and  advances  his  own  praife  to  the 
confufion  of  thofe  that  envy  and  reject  me. 

1 7  Then  leaving  them  to  reflefb  upon  all  that  had 
palled,  he  withdrew  from  their  rage  and  fury  on  one 
hand,  and  from  the  acclamations  of  the  people  on  the 
other ;  and  went  out  of  the  city  in  the  evening,  with 
his  twelve  difciples,  {Mark  xi.  1 1.)  as  far  as  Bethany , 
which  was  near  two  miles  from  Jerufalem ,  (John  xi. 
18.)  and  there  he  lodged  that  night. 

r8  But  the  next  morning  he  returned  to  Jerufalem 
oq  his  Father's  bufinds,  though  he  knew  the  rage  and 
malice  of  bis  enemies  there  again  ft  him  i  and,  as  he 
was  going  in  the  way,  he  being  truly  a  man,  and  having 
had  but  little  refreshment  at  his  lodging,  was  hungry. 

19  And  obferving  a  fig-tree  at  a*diftance,  {Mark  xi. 
13.)  as  he  palTed  along,  he  went  up  to  it;  and  finding 
that  it  had  nothing  but  leaves,  pronounced  a  curie  upon 
it,  in  the  hearing  of  his  difciples,  faying.  As  thou  art 
barren  now,  fo  thou  never  (halt  bear  fruit  again  \  there¬ 
by  intimating  to  the  difciples,  in  an  emblematical  man- 


And 


NOTE. 


ncr. 


■f  W  may  foppofc  they  were  playing  there  while  the  priefl*  made  a  market-place  of  it  \ 
V  rather  verc  brought  by  their  parents  to  there. 


fig-tree  withered 

IWZf 
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And  prcfeniiyihe  ner,  that  the  JewiJh  nation,  and  hyjx) critical  formal 

profeflortj  who  bring  forth  no  fruits  of  righteoufnds, 
which,  by  their  pvofdlion,  pretences  and  advantages, 
might  he  expeded  from  them,  fhould  certainly  and  lud  - 
deniy  be  deluoycd.  Accordingly  the  fig-  tree  immedi¬ 
ately  withered  away,  though  the  dilciples  did  not  jufl 
then  take  notice  of  it. 

20  But  the  next  morning,  as  theywere  pa  Ring  that 
way,  they  fa w,  and  observed  with  wonder,  that  this  fig- 
tree  was  withered  and  dried  up  from  the  roots :  {Mark 
xi.  20.}  And  they  laid,  'How  amazing  is  it  that  this  tree 
is  fo  form  quite  dead  ! 

21  To  this  Jefus  anfwering  faid,  As  wonderful  and 
extraordinary  as  this  mary  teem  to  you,  1  afl'urcdly  tell 
you,  that  if  ye  have  but  a  ftedfaft  unwavering  faith 
and  dependence  upon  me  and  upon  the  pnJrtiifes  of 
God,  ye  fhall  be  enabled  to  do,  not  only  things  as 
great  and  furprifing  as  this  which  I  have  done  to  the 
fig-tree,  but  to  perform  what  Is  as  much  greater  a  won¬ 
der,  as  it  would  be  for.  you  to  command  this  mount  of 
Olives ,  or  any  other  mountain,  to  be  plucked  up  by  the 
roots,  and  thrown  into  thefca;  even  things  as  great  as 
this  fhall  be  done  according  to  your  word. 

22  Yea,  whatfoever  ye  fhall  afk  with  importunity  in 
prayer,  and  with  an  qnfhakcn  faith  in  my  name,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  will  of  God,  for  his  glory,  and  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  my  gofpel ;  however  difficult  and  unlikely 
it  may  appear,  your  petition  fhall  be  granted. 

2j  Jefus  then  went  to  the  temple,  and  as  he  was 
preaching  there,  the  chief  pricfls  and  elders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  were  members  of  the  great  fanhedrim,  or 
higheft  court  of  judicature  among  the  Jews,  came  to 
him,  and  infolently  demanded  of  him,  laying.  By  what 
authority  have  you  taken  upon  yourfslf  to  enter  into  Jc- 
rufalem  in  a  public  triumphant  manner  ;  to  fpirit  up 
the  huzza’s  of  the  multitude;  to  turn  the  buyers  and 
fellcrs  out  of  the  temple,  and  overthrow  their  feats,  and 
preach  there  day  after  day  to  the  people,  as  if  you  were 
fbme  great  perfon  ?  Fray  who  gave  you  a  commiflion  to 
do  all  thefc  things?  Have  you  this  authority  from  God, 
or  than  ? 

-  24  Jefus  knowing  their  obftinacy,  and  their  malici¬ 
ous  enfnaring  ddign  in  this  demand  ;  inftcad  of  re¬ 
turning  a  direct  anfwer,  wifely  replied  by  putting  ano¬ 
ther  queftion  to  them^  which  he  knew  would  confound 
them,  and  filence  their  cavils  againft  him,  faying,  I 
ahb  will  afk  you  a  queftion,  which  if  you  will  be  f j 
good  as  to  refolre,  1  will  tell  you,  even  from  your  own 

words. 


is  And  when 
the  diiciplcs  fi'v 
ii,  they  marvel- 
lull  lajinj,  ll^w 
Toon  is  the  fig- 
trcc  withered  s- 
way!- 

&  1  Jefus  An* 
five  red  and  fold 
udu>  thcm,*V(TJ- 
ly  i  lay  umo  you. 

If  ye  have  faith 
and  doubt  not,  ye 
fhall  not  only  da 

this  V’flic4  is  Aw 

to  the  i 

but  alio  if  yc 
llidl  fky  unto 
this  moiuuiin,  Be 
thou  removed  * 
and  Ih:  ihmi  oft 
iiuo  the  Tea 
JhaU  he  done. 

ai  And  all 
things  whatf*»e  ver 
ye*  Dull  alt  in 
prayer,  believing, 
ye  ihall  receive* 

23  And  when 
he  vu  nne  into 
the  temple,  the 
chief  pricfls  and 
the  elders  of  the 
people  came  on¬ 
to  him  he  was 
teaching,  and  faid, 
By  what  authori* 
ty  duett  thomhefe 

things?  ami  who 
gave  thee  this  au¬ 
thority  ? 


14  And  Jefus 
aniwrred  and  faid 
rnito  them,  I  slfu 
will  a  11c  you  one. 
thing,  which  if 
yc  tcU  me,  1  in 
like  wife  will  tell 

you 


i$6 

you  by'  what  an* 
ihrity  I  do  thtft 

iS  TJi(  lu;>- 
%\fm  .>f  Jnbit  * 
whence  was  \r  * 
fjurti  hcjtirn,  or 
of  '  men  I  A* A 
they  rMfiincd 
with  irrmftWrs, 
fayinp^if  wtthil 
fay,  Fi  hta- 
vtn;  hz  HU  fay 
Unlou^Y/hydid 
ye  noi  then  be- 
Ent  him  ? 

10  Bui  if  we 
IbaUfay,  Of  mew; 
tfc  f«r  ibe  pc o* 
pie;  for  all  hold 
John  at  a  pro- 
I Act, 


*7  And  they 

anfwtred  Jsfu*  , 

and  Gud,  We  cm- 
ikm  tclU  And  he 
fiid  unto  there, 
Ndiher  idt  I  you 

|>y  vhit  authori¬ 
ty  Ido  thefe 
thing*. 


i  8  But  vhat 

rhitih  yc  ?  A  cer¬ 
tain  man  had  two 
fojis  ;  and  he 
came  to  the  GrA, 
and  Grid*  Sout  lap 
*ork  to-day  in 
my  vineyard. 

*9  Heanfrcr- 
<4  and  faitl,  I  will 
not!  but  afccr- 
ward  he  repeated* 
and  *cm. 

jo  And  he 
nine  to  the  fe¬ 
cund,  and  feid 
like  w  ife.  And  he 
aufwcrtd  and  laid, 

fgot  Gr,mdwnt 

nor* 

31  Whcthcrof 
them  twain  did 
the  will  of  hii  fa¬ 
ther?  They  fay 
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words,  hy  whole  com  million  I  do  thefe  things.  What 
I  would  a  Ik  you  is  this: 

25,  26.  When  John  the  Baptijb  preached  and  bap* 
rized,  from  whence  had  he  his  warrant?  Was  he  fent 
of  God  t  ox  did  he  come  of  his  own  head,  or  by  the 
authority  of  any  man?  The  chief  priefts  and  ciders* 
con  fide  ring  with  themfdves,  that  if  they  ftiould  fay, 
He  at^ed  therein  hy  a  com  million  from  God,  Jdus 
would  immediately  reply.  Why  then  did  ye  not  believe 
the  teftimony  he  gave  concerning  me  as  the  Meffiah? 
and  fo  they  lhould  be  confounded:  And,  on  the  other 
band,  confidering  that  if  they  Aiould  fay,  John  came  of 
his  own  head,  or  had  bis  commiffion  from  man,  they 
iliould  provoke  all  the  people  to  rife  up  in  a  rage  agaialt 
them,  and  even  to  Hone  them,  { Luke  xx.  6*) ;  for  they 
were  univerfally  perfuaded,  that  John  was  a  prophet 
fent  from  God:  Thefe  men  therefore,  reflecting  in  this 
manner,  were  afraid  to  return  a  direft  anfwer  one  way 
or  other, 

27  And  fo  they  chofe,  for  once,  to  pretend  ignorance ; 
and  replied,  even  contrary  to  the  convictions  of  their 
own  confciences,  We  do  not  know  from  whence  he 
received  his  commiflion.  Thereupon  Jefus  laid  to  them. 
Since  ye  decline  artfwering  fo  fair  and  eafy  a  qurition 
as  this,  ye  cannot  reafonably  expeft  that  I  fhouM  tell 
you  from  whence  I  have  my  authority*  And  to  what 
purpofe  fliould  1  declare  it  to  you  ?  For  if  ye  are  fo  per* 
verfe,  as  either  not  to  believe,  or_not  to  own,  that  John 
was  fent  from  God  j  ye  would  rather  he  provoked,  than 
convinced,  by  the  phineft  aflertiona  I  could  lay  down 
of  my  own  divine  authority. 

28,  29,  &  30.  Chrift  having  thus  thoroughly  filenced 
the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  without  giving  them  any 
advantage  againft  himTelf,  proceeded  10  reprefent,  by 
two  parables,  how  God  would  reje£t  them  and  the 
Jewifb  nation  for  their  impenitence  and  unbelief,  not* 
withstanding  all  their  pretences  to  religion,  and  would 
receive  the  believing  penitent  Gentiles  in  their  Head, 
faying,  What  think  ye  of  this  parable?  A  certain  man 
had  two  ions,  and  he  commanded  them  both  to  go  and 
work  a  day  in  his  vineyard:  The  Grit  peremptorily  re* 
fufed,  faying,  1  will  not  go  and  work;  but  afterwards 
he  repented,  and  went:  And  the  other  Teemed  very 
forward,  by  making  fair  promifes  of  ready  obedience  ; 
but  did  not  perform  them* 

31  Now,  though  hoth  of  thefe  were  to  blame ;  yet 
which  of  the  two  do  ye  think  moil  acceptable  to  his  Fa¬ 
ther?  They  anfwered,  as  common  fenfe  would  di£hte, 

7 
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unto  him.  The 

firft.  tab*  ftfch 
ufitD  incm,  Veri¬ 
ly  rfayantojou, 
ti’—t  thepuUjOM 
aiultHc  hatbtS  |D 
into  the  kingdom 

«f  Cod  before 
yotC 


3*  For  John. 
c*ne  ntub  you  in 
the  way  of  righr 
tcuufacft,  udyc 
believed  him  not; 
but  the  .pabikans 
and  the  hur  - 
IrtsbeUcvcTtiiim. 
And  ye,  when  ye 
had  ieeu  M*  re* 
jfenKd  not  after- 
ward  t  that  ye 
might  .  fedim 
him. 


jj  Hew1  iw* 

the  parable  I 
There  was  a  cer¬ 
tain  bonfehokkr 
wltkh  planted  a 
tiAryaid ,  add 
hedged  it  round 
about,  tod  dig¬ 
ged  >  wiM-pmi 
in  it,  aqd  b™  a 
tower,  and  k*  « 
•art*  hidbwid- 
men,  and  went 
Into  a  fax  conn- 


IS7 

He  that  faid  he  would  sot  go,  but  afterwards  repented 
and  wait.  Jefus  replied.  This  is  the  very  cafe  between 
you,  who  make  high  pretences  to  obedience,  and  the 
very  worft  of  tinners,  who  proftflcdly  declare  again  ft  it: 
Both  they  and  you  have  one  common  Father,  even  the 
Creator  of  all,  who  has  a  right  to  every  one’s  obediences 
and  they  are  like  the  firft  fan,  while  ye  are  like  the  fe- 
cond:  For  I  afTurcdiy  tell  you,  that  publicans  and  har¬ 
lots,  and  Gnners  of  tne  Gentility  who  did  not  pretend  to 
any  religion,  are  former  brought  to  a  conviction  of  their 
Gn  and  danger,  and  to  faith  in  me,  and  {hall  Cooper 
find  acceptance  with  Cod  according  to  the  grace  of  the 
gofpd,  than  .you,  who  make  fair  profeflions  of  duty, 
and  yet  continue  in  impenitence  and  unbelief. 

3a  For  John.  the  Baptijt^  by  his  life  and  doftrine, 
proved  himfclf  to  be  a  propher  fent  from  God :  He  came 
to  you,  like  ope  of  that  chandler,  leading  a  boiy,  ferr¬ 
ous  and  unbhuneablc  life,  and  calling  you  to  repentance 
and  faith  in  me,  as  the  Mefliah,  for  the  reinjflion  of 
your  Gos ;  and  yet  ye,  who  pretend  to  abundance  of 
regard  to  God,  and  to  whom  John  was  properly  lent, 
did  not  believe  what  he  laid  concerning  me :  But  the 
publicans  and  harlots,  the  worft  of  Gnners,  whom  ye 
rank  with  the  heathen  s  yea,  Gentiles  themfelves,  fuch 
as  the  Roman,  fbldiers  j  confefTcd  their  fins,  and  belie¬ 
ved  what  he  preached  concerning  me :  And  even  when 
ye  faw  how  his  miniftry  wrought  upon  them,  their  ex¬ 
ample  had  no  good  effofl  upon  you  >  but  ftill  ye  perlifted 
in  tgeftjng  me. 

33  I<et  me  give  you  another  parable  of  the  fame  im¬ 
port.  M  A  certain  mailer  of  a  family  planted  a  vine¬ 
yard,  hedged  it  in,  and  dug  a  trench  for  a  wine-prefe  ; 
ne  like  wife  built  a  tower  for  the  vinedreflers  to  dwell 
in,  and  to  watch  the  vineyard ;  and,  letting  it  out  to 
hulbaadmen,  travelled  into  -a  far  country So  God 
.formerly  planted  his  church  among  the  Jei*st  furaifli- 
ing  it  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  its  fruitfuloefs,  or¬ 
nament,  add  defence  :  He  encompaffed  it  about  with 
his  fpecial  care  and  proteftion  %  honoured  it  with  his 
pre&nce  and  promtfcs,  and  with  the  covenant  of  cir- 
cumdfiont  and  there  .he  let  up  the  altar  of  burnt- offer¬ 
ings,  to  which  all  the  facrificcs  were  to  be  brought ; 
and  inftituted  ordinances,  in  which  the  overfeers  of  the 
churph  were  to  be  converfant  and  watch  over  it ;  and 
then,  committing  the  management  of  it  to  the  chief 
priefts,  elders,  and  rulers,  he  withdrew  his  extraordi¬ 
nary  viGhle  appearances  from  them,  leaving  them  pto- 
miles  cf  returning,  after  a  while,  to  bellow  better  hlef- 

fings 


t<3 


34  And  w!jen 
thq  tiirc  of  the 
fruit  ilievr  xtaty 
fee  &til  his  fer- 
wtt*  r«  the  huf* 
buvlmrti  f  tbit 
they  n> 

<clve  Uie  frnlu  of 

It. 


jfc  And  tbe 
feulbaikd  men  took 
Im  remnt^  and 
beat  one,  and  kill¬ 
ed  another,  and 
ftooed  another. 


Areipt  ho 
frnt  diver  fev  - 
Tams,  mom  than 
the  W :  und  t  hey 
did  nolo  them 
likeviTc. 


37  Bat  loft  of 
all  he  fern  onto 

them  his  fbn,  fay- 
in^i  They  will 
i  evert  nee  vay  fon. 


|B  But  when 
the  hulhondmen 
faw  ihefon,  they 
fWrf  amontf'f  tiem- 
ftlv«t  This  is  the 
heir;  come  Ictus 
kilt  him,  and  let 
ns  Cdtx  on  hisin- 
hrriuacc* 

39  And  they 
caught  Aim,  and 
tuft  him  on  t  of 

the 
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fibgs  upon  them* 

34  “  And  -when  the  feafon  for  the  vin;-harveft  was 
come,  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  fern  his  fervants  to 
the  hnfliandmfcfii  to  receive  its  fruits,  and  to  help  to 
gather  them  in  So  when  in  resfbn  it  might.be  ex¬ 
pected  that  God's  people  the  Jems  fliould  bring-  forth 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs,  according  to  the  advantageous 
means  they  enjoyed,  he  fent  his  prophets  of  tbe  Old 
Teftament  to  remind  them  of  their  duty,  to  direct  them 
in  if,  and  encourage  them  to’ ft;  ‘ 

35  M  But,  in  Head  of  the  faufbandtnens  attending  to 
their  duty,  they  abufed  the  fervants  their  mailer  had 
fent  to  them,  heating  fame,  and  killing  others  — So 
the  rulers  of  Ifrati  pc ifec uteri  -the:  ineflengers  which 
God  fent  to  them:  They  beat  Jeremiah,  (jer.  xx.  2.)} 
lulled  many  of  the  other  prophets,  - {Neb,  ix.  a &);  and 
Honed  Ze  char  tab,  the  Ion  of  Jeboiada,  (2  Chr.xxiv.  21.) 

3 6  “  Again,  the  mailer  fent  Hill  more  fervants; 
and  (he  hulbaudmen  dealt  as'injuri'oufly  with  them  as 
with  tbe  former — Sq  God  continued  to  fend  his  pro¬ 
phets,  time  after  time,  to  the  Jews,  with  further  ad* 
didons  of  light  and  admonitions,  to  recover  and  reform 
them ;  and  they  reviled,  abufed,  and  flew  them  alio. 

37  “  At  laft,  he  fent  his  own  fon,  reafooably  fup* 
pofing  that  they  inufl  needs  pay  a  high  regard  to  him:” — 
So  God,  after  the  Jfuts  and  their  rulers  had  from  age 
to  age  flighted,  oppreffed,  and  killed  his  prophets  down 
to  John  the  Haptift,  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  to  them, 
as  the  laft  expedient  for  reclaiming"and  recovering  them, 
that  they  might  bring  forth  fruit  to'  him  ;  and  if  was 
rcafonahly  to  be  expected,  that,  however  they  had  dealt 
with  his  fervants,  they  fbould  pay  rhe  higheft  honour 
and  obedience  to  his  own  Son,  who  came  with  greater 
authority  and  right  in  himlelf,  and  with  the  clearefl  at¬ 
tentions  of  it  by  the  miracles  he  Wrought,  to  demand 
their  fubjc&ion  to  him, 

38,  39.  **  But  when  the  hulbandmen  fa w .their  ma- 
fter’sfou  and  heir,  they  thought,  that,  if  they  (honld 
but  kill  him,  the  inheritance  would  be  their  own,  with* 
out  any  more  diftwbancej  for  every. and  therefore,  con* 
fulling  together,  they  feized  and  caH  him  out  of  the- 
vineyard,  and  flew  him  — So  when  tbe  Son  of  God 
appeared  among  the  chief  prieHs  and  rulers,  and  they 
fa w  with  what  authority  he  fpake  add  atted,  what  mi¬ 
racles  he  wrought,  and  how  the  people  cried  him  up ; 
they,  inflead  of  receiving  him;  and  encouraging  others 
to  believe  in  him,  were  filled  with  envy  againft  him  ; 
and  thinking,  that,  if  they  could  but  get  rid  of  him, 

their 
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the  Tineytn],  uj 
flew  km. 


*Tbt  Evongelift  Matthew  farafhraftd , 


159 


40  When  the 
Lord  therefore  of 

the  viumrd  co* 
mdh,  mil  wiU 
he  do  unto  chore 
hd  bandowa  ? 


4t  They  Ay 
unco  him,  HewiU 

f&ifeQbly  deft  toy 
tbdfrvvcWinc&i 
and  will  let  out 

bit  vinqr:ird  QDtO 

other  ho&iDd  * 
nun,  which  dull 
render  him  the 

fruin  in  tbdr  fci- 

J&l*. 


41  Jcfus  faith 
muothcffljDidrt 

never  read  in  tne 
feriptum.  The 
fhae  which  the 
builder*  rcjeftedj 
the  fo™  is  be¬ 
came  the  bead  of 
the  comer;  this 
» the  Lord's  do¬ 
ing, _ and  v±  is 

nramUoiu  in  our 
cyc«  ? 


43  Therefore 
£ry  1  unco  you. 

The 


their  own  authority  would  be  eftablifhed  without  con* 
oxml,  they  .combine  together,  and  rife  up  againft  him, 
to  call  him  out  of  the  church,  who  is  its  Foundation, 
and  the  Author  of  all  its  bleffiogs ;  and  to  procure  his 
crucifixion  without  the  gates  of  Jtrufalem^  and  fo  fill 
up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity. 

'  40  **  When  therefore  the  lord  of  the  vineyard  re* 
ruins,  what  do  ye  think- He  will  do  to  thofe  wicked  huf* 
bandmen  —In  like  manner,  when  the  rime  (hall 
come  for  God^o  execute  judgment.  What  is  reafonably 
to  be  exposed  that  he  will .  do  to  fuch  perfecutors  aria 
murderers  of  his  prophets,  and  at  laft  of  his  own  Son  ? 

41  The  chief  priefts  and  elders,  not  underftanding 
ChrHt’s  meaning,  be  not  having  explained  it  to  them, 
readily  anfwered,  u  'Hie  mailer,  no  doubt,  will,  utter* 
ly  deftroy  thoie  wicked  hulbandtnen  -without  mercy, 
and  commit  the  care  of  his  vineyard  to  others  that  will 
be  more  faithful  to  their  truft  t”  And  fo  they  unawares 
palTed  judgment  againft  themfelres,  that  it  would  be  a 
righteous  thing  with  God  utterly  to  deftroy  them,  and 
all  the  Efijc&ers  of  the  MelEab  among  them ;  and  to  call 
the  (risfwi  into  his  church,  who  fhould  believe  in  him, 
and  bring  forth  fruit  uuto  God-  But  though  they  thus 
gave  fentence  in  general  againft  thefe  h  ulbandmen ;  yet 
as  foon  as  they  found  the'  parable  was  fpoken  againft 
themfelves,  they  fa  id,  Far  oe  it  from  us  that  we  fhould 
be  guilty  of  lb  horrible  a  crime,  as  that  of  putting  the 
real  Mefiiah  to  death,  which  deferves  &  fevere  a  puni  fit¬ 
ment,  {Luke  xx.  r  6,  19.) 

4a  Then  jefus  laid  to  them.  Nay,  thus  it  certainly 
will  be  \  for  have  you  never  obferved  that  the  feripture 
fays.  The  Stone  which  the  builders  refufed*  is  become  the 
head-Stone  qf  the  corner  ?  (Pfal.  cxviii.  22-)  r«  e.  The 
Mefiiah,  who  was  rejefiked  by  the  /nvs,  and  particu¬ 
larly  by  their  chief  priefts  and"  rulers,  that  had  the  care 
and  government  of  the  church  in  their  hands,  is  be¬ 
come  its  foundation,  and  its  principal  comrr-ftonc  for 
uniting  the  Gentiles  .to  it,  in  like  manner  as  the  chief 
corner-feme  of  an  houfe  fupporn  and  iinlu  together  its 
two  fido:  And  all  tbia  is  appointed,  over- ruled,  and 
ordered  of  God,  for  the  vindication  of  his  own  honour, 
the  confufion  of  his  enemies,  and  the  lalvation  of  his 
people,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  wonderfully  glorious  in 
itfelf  and  in, the  account  of  all  thofe  that  believe. 

43.  Therefore  I  alfure  you,  that  for  your  obftinacy 
and  unbelief,  the  gofpel  and  all  its  bkflings  (hall  be 
taken  away  from  you,  fo  that  ye  fhall  be  no  longer  the 
peculiar  people  of  God  3  aud  he  will  feud  it  to  the  Gen* 


on  this  front*  (ball 
be  broken;  but 
on  whomsoever  ic 
(bkil  fall,  k  will 
giind  him  tt> 
Puller* 


45  And  when 
the  chief  prietft 
aul  Ph«iitu  bod 
beard  his  par*4 
hies,  the*  percei¬ 
ved  thathc  Ipakc 
of  thorn. 
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°*  tiUst  and  take  them  tDto  his  covenant,  who  dull  give 
SSjftwrJMBd  lt  entertainment , 'aud  bring  forth  fruits  of  righ. 

given  to  a  nation  teOufncfS  to  bis  praife  antf  glory, 

bringingfonh  the  44.  And  whofbevfr  (hall,  through  ignorance  and  pre- 

44  AnT^ho- '  jtJdice,  be  offended  at  the  Meffiah,.  on  account  of  bis 
fcever  (hall  foil  ’ltate  of  humiliation*  fo  asjpbt  tobelieve  iu  him/fo  like 

a  man  who  (tumbles  and  falls,  or  is  thrown  down  upon 
a  great  (tone,  to  the  endangering  of  his  life :  But  who* 
foever  (hall  finally-  rjejeft  tuio,  and  obftinateijr  fetdiim* 
felf  againft  him,  in  his  (hie  of  exaltation,  is  like  a  man 
who  pulls  a  heavy  (tone  upon  his  ’own  head,  or  f  on 
whom  it  is  caft,  which  'will  crufii  him  to  pieces,  and 
miferably  delboy  him  without  remedy. 

45  Now  when  the  chief  priefls  and  Pbarifiet  had 
heard  both  thfcfe  parables,'  with  their  application  i  they 
plainly  faw,  that  they  were  tbe"  per  Jo  ns  againft  whom 
our  Lord,  in  a  fpecial  manner,  hid  directed  them  ;  and 
that  he  had  brought  them  unawares  to  give  judgment 
againlt  themfdvcs,  relating  to  their  gtfilt,  and  the  ven¬ 
geance  they  deferred. 

.  46  But,..  inflead  of  falling  upder  a  humble  fenfe  of  it, 
they  were  fo  much  the  more  enraged  againft  him  J  and 
would  have  been  glad,  at  that  very  infiant,  to  have  laid 
violent  bands  upon  him )  only  .they  were  reftraioed  hy 
fears,  that  the  people  would  take  his  part '  and  avenge 
his  quarrel  i  for  he,  efptdaliy  at  this  time,  flood  high 
in  the  efleem  of  the  multitude*  .who  at  leaft  -believed 
him  to  be  a  prophet  feist  frfJm  Godr  And  therefore  the 
chief  priefts  arid  Pharifees  wavedjexecuting  their  mali* 
clous  deCgn  for  the  prefent,  dll  they  might  meet  with 

a  (afer  opportunity  for  it.  . 

■ 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

What  a  wonderful  conjunction  of  divmc,  human*  and  office  charJLfiefi*  do  we 
inert  with  in  Chrift !  Behold  the  Godwin  his  pcrfaS  knowledge  before-hand  of 
every  mitmtrreircumft  ance^  of  things,  and  of  tb$  fireeft  aliens  of  men;  in  fab  coni* 
mand  over  their  minds*  and  a&mg  like  the  Lord  of  hi*  temple*  to  reform  abufcs 
there*  and  that  without  refinance  from  thofe  whofe  authority  *  inclinations*  and 
toifcereft*  lay  ftrtmgly  againft it;  ahd  in  hi*  healing  difcafes,  and  drying  up  the 
barren  fig-tree  at  fais  pleafiire!  Behold ihc  Mttn%  in  his  being  hungry !  And  behold 
the  Mtjfizht  in  bis  riding  on  the  aJV$  colt*  atftidft  the  loud  hofanna*  of  the  peo¬ 
ple;  in  his  opening  the  eye*  of  the  blind ;  in  making  the  lame  to  walk;  and  in  his 
being  refuted  by  tbe  j Itwfijb  builders*  according  to  ancient  prophecies !  But 
oh  what  fort  of  Mcffiah  was  this :  how  kind  and'  good,  .how  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart!  With  what  h amble  hate  did  be  appear,  like  one  whofe  kingdom  was  not 
of  this  world,  and  whofe  prefont  humiUattoai  was  to  ifTuclu  a  glorious  exaltation! 
and  yrt  how  different  were  people*  thoughts  about  him  !  Some  readily  owned 
him  tor  tbe  faviour  of  IJratft  whtlft  others  did  not  kuow  what  to  make  of  binit 
and  others  rejefttd  him.  And  how  different  was  the  treatment  be  tort  with  I 

Some 

NOTE; 

i  Here  feems  to  be  an  jlfofiun  to  ih*  manner  of  the  Jtrms  (Toning  to  death ,  id  which  the 
perwn  vil*  tirfr  oil  dfliv-n  upon  a  gtcsL  franc ;  and  if  that  did  noi  difjnfrh  hiui,  a  ?cry  hear 
vy  one  wu*  th;9.in  upui  UU  £jv#U. 


4*  But  w]icn 
they  fought  to  by 
Juitd*  an  him* 
they  feared  the 
mnltitBck ,  be  - 
cafcfo  they  rook 
biio  for  1  pnj* 
pher- 
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fomr  admiring  and  applauding  btm;  whilft  others  were  Riled  with  envy  at  him* 
and  that  under  pretence  of  high  regards  to  God*  Bat  aha!  what  arc  all  pretences 
to  religion^  if  the  life  contradict  them  f  And  how  many  flat  denials  do  fame  give 
Chrift*  who  are  afterwards  eife&Lralty  wrought  tipon  by  his  grace  to  y?cldthmfclveS 
up  to  him !  He  will  liaVeah  inrereft  in  the  worlds  how  unworthily  foever  fame  may 
treat  him:  And  fruit  Audi  be  brought  forth  to  God,  though  his  gofpel  and  Uia 
grace  be  removed  from  one  people  to  another  to  produce  it.  O  how  afraid  fhould 
we  be  of  a  barren  proidEort,  or  of  AumbliOg  at  Ghrift*  and  rejecting  himi  thro5 
unbelief,  left  we  be  rejected  by  him;  to  the  Tofs  of  the  means  oF  grace,  and  to 
<rjr  own  dreadful  perdition!  and  howdclirous  Qiould  we  be  to  fay  and  do*  to 
profefr,  believe*  and  obey  his  call  in  the  gufpcl! 


j  p  ■ 


CHAP, 
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them  again  by  pa¬ 
rables,  and  Aid* 


%  The  king¬ 
dom  of  heaven 
u  like  onto  a  on* 
tain  king  which 
made  ■  marriage 
for  hi a  loa  : 


The  parable  of  the  marriage  tf  the  king's  fan,  1,^14.  Chrift's  debates 
with  his  enemies  about  paying  tribute  to  Cmfar,  1 5 *-^24,  About  the 
rijarrefliett,  23,-33.  About  the  greatejl  commandment  of  the  lam, 
34,-40.  And  about  the  Meffuti's  being  the  Sen  tf  David*  41, — 46; 

*!'■  P  A  tk  A  P  H  H.  A  S  Ei 

1 J5  tTTHiLE  the  Pharifees  were  fee  king  aft  Opportunity 
AI(J  fpak;  LluLO  ’ ’  to  lay  hands  upon  Chrift,  (chap.  xxi.  46.)  he,  as 

anfweting  to  their  fecret  defigns,  proceeded  to  represent 
the  ftate  of  the  gofpd- kingdom  by  way  of  fimilkudc, 
faying, 

2  “  The  difpenfation  of  God*  in  the  gofpel -ftate,  is 
like  the  management  of  a  certain  king*  who  made  a 
great  marriage  feaft  for  his  fon.”— So  God,  having 
fedt  his  own  Son  into  the  world,  to  be  the  bridegroom 
of  the  church,  has  made  rich  provilions,  and  gracious 
invitations  in  the  gofpel,  to  encourage  finners  to  accept 
of  him  ft  and  Vidd  themfelves  up  by  faith  to  him,  that 
they  may  partake  of  ail  the  bleifings  of  falvatiom 

3  11  And  when  the  feaft  was  ready,  the  king  fent 
his  fervants  to  call  them  without  delay  who  before  had 
been  invited*  but  they  refufed  to  cOiiie.M— So  God,  by 
hts  Son,  fent  the  apoftles  and  rhe  feventy  to  preach  the 
gofpel,  with  propofalsof  falvation  to  his  peculiar  people 
the  Jews,  who  had  before  beta  invited  to  embrace  the 
MelGah,  by  the  ancient  prophecies  of  him,  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  John  the  Baptift,  and  of  Chrift  himfelf  j  but 
the  greateft  part  of  them  would  not  come  to  him  that 
they  might  have  life :  And  thus  it  is  with  the  great  eft 
number  of  tbofe  to  whom  the  gofyel  is  preaehed. 

4  **  After  this,  he  nevertfieJefs  font  out  other  fer¬ 
vants  to  the  fame  people,  faying,  Tel!  the  invited  guefts* 
that  my  provilions  are  fully  prepared,  and  every  thing  is 
ready  for  a  kind  reception ;  and  infill  upon  their  eonting 

VoL.  I.  X  I*  hbiv 

n  o  t  y. 

blf  primarily  rtfpc£s  &£  '/(vi  and  Cestiirs  /  yet  it  1*  'c 


*  And  fern 

forth  htf  femrui 
to  all  them  that 
vn  bidden  to 
the  wedding :  and 
they  would  nut 

COfDft 


4  Again  he 

ftnt  forth  other 
renrants,  faying, 
Tdl  them  wbieh 
ax t  bidden.  Be¬ 
hold,  f  have  pit* 
pared  my  dinner: 

my 


f  Though  tfcls 
tUttf*  m  kA  ascf  * 
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fny  oxen  and  n? 

fadings  art  ki  li¬ 
ttle  and  all  thing* 
*u  ready:  o>nie 

□tito  ihu  mar  - 


j  But  they 
jna  !tr  of  ify 
ttid  wcut  Eiuir 
wnysT  vticto  hU 
farm,  ano^Jirr  to 
hi*  mctch^miik: : 

6  A  nd  tile  rem¬ 
nant  took  Ins  fir- 
vants,  andintrea- 
lid  them  Jpiftiftil- 
Jft,  4U\J*1 Uw'-t/wrtv 


y  Hot  whan  ;fi* 
king  heard  there* 
eft  he  jraswroth : 

i  he  fent  forth 
bii  armiw,  and 
did  tray  cri  tiiejfc 
murderers  ,  and 
lurnt  up  tbc;r  ri- 

<y- 


8  Therv  fchFi 
lcu>hisil'rvjnrs, 
T::e  wedding  is 
ready,  hat  they 
Vnich  went  bid¬ 
den  were  not  wor¬ 
thy* 


now,  before  it  be  too  late/*—!11  like  manner,  God  fo 
ordered  it,  that  Chrifl,  after  his  death,  refurre&ion, 
and  afeenfion  to  glory,  fliould  renew  his  com  million  to 
the  apoftles'and  other  difdplcs,  and  fend  them  forth, 
with  great  meafures  of  his  fpirit,  to  the  Jewj  again,  to 
allure  them,  that  the  work  of  redemption  is  fully  ac¬ 
compli  (bed,  that  a  difpeofation  of  grace  is  fet  up  in  all 
its  fuinefc  and  glory,  and  that  he  is  ready  to  receive  e- 
very  one  who  comes  to  God  by  him  ;  and,  with  tbefe 
encouragements,  to  repeat  their  free  and  fblemp  invita¬ 
tions  to  thofe  ref uf its  now,  at  laft,  to  accept  of  him 
with  all  h:s  benefits,  and  give  themfelves  up  in  a. mar¬ 
riage  covenant  to  him:  And  thus  God  gracioully  coo- 
defeends  to  renew  the  mmifterial  offer?  of  mercy  again 
and  again,  by  many  of  his  fervants,  to  them  that  lit 
under  the  gofpel. 

5,  6+  “  But  they  fttlf  flighted  the  kind  invitations, 
and  went  about  other  bulinefs ;  fome  to  manage  their 
farms,  and  others  their  trades;  and  fome  of  them  were 
fo  very  ungrateful  and  wicked,  that  they  reviled  and  a- 
bufed,  and  even  killed,  the  fer vanes  who  came  to  in¬ 
vite  them/'— So  the  Jewi  continued  to  defpife  the  gra¬ 
cious  errand  on  which  the  :tpo  flies  and  other  mimfttrs 
were  fenf,  and  preferred  their  worldly  interefts  to  Chrifl 
and  the  falvation  of  their  fouls  \  and  many  of  them  were 
fo  horribly  vile,  that  they  reproached  and  per  fe  cute  d  his 
fervants,  and  put  them  to  death: -And  thus  it  is  Hill 
with  many  to  whom  the  gofpel  is  fent. 

y  tE  But  upon  the  king*?  hearing  this,  he  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  enraged,  and  ordered  his  army  to  go  and  put 
thefe  ungrateful  murderers  of  his  meflengers  to  the 
fword,  and  to  burn  their  city  down  to  the  ground.”— 
So,  God  being  highly  provoked  at  the  obflinate  infideli¬ 
ty  and  cruel  outrages  of  the  7*^*  1°  oppofing  his  fer¬ 
vants  who  came  to  bring  tbc  tail  difpenfation  of  his 
mercy  to  them,  Hirred  up  the  Ramans  againft  them; 
and,  in  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  providence,  fent  their 
army  to  deftroy  that  nation,  and  bum  up  Jerufalem : 
And  he  will  not  always  bear  with  other  rcfufeis  of 
Chrifl,  and  implacable  enemies  of  his  fervants;  but 
will  one  day  execute  the  molt  dreadful  vengeance  upon 
them,  and  confume  them  with  unquenchable  fire. 

8  w  Then  the  king  fait!  to  his  fervants.  My  feaft  is 
ready  ;  but  the  guefts  that  were  invited  have  fliewn  fuch 
contempt  as  renders  them  utterly  unworthy  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  it ;  therefore  they  (hall  be  fent  to  no  more/1 
—So  the  JtwSy  by  putting  away  Chrifl  and  rhe  gofpel, 
judged  thutiUdves,  and  God  judged  them  unworthy  of 

eternal 


Ch.  xjdi. 


p  Co  jt  there¬ 
fore  into  the 
highways,  and  as 

nv.ny  ve  thftll 

find,  hid  lo  Uic 
mania  ge- 


10  So  thole 
fcrnti*s  wcnc  ant 
tnm  the  m  - 
ways,  and  gather¬ 
ed  together  ail  u 
many  U  they 
found,  both  baa 
end  good  ;  end 
the  wedding  was 
funuthed  with 
gutftj. 


it  And  when 
the  king  came  to 
to  ht  uk  guclls, 
he  law  there  a 
man  which  had 
not  on  a  wedding 
garment ; 


11  AodbrJkhh 

unto  him, Friend, 
how  earned  thon 

m 


_  ■ 
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eternal  life ;  and  therefore  cut  them  off  from  his  cove* 
naut,  and  made  no  further  tenders  of  his  grace  to  them : 
And,  in  like  manner,  he  will  deal  by  fuch  pcrfonS  and 
nations  as  continue  to  pour  contempt  upon  the  means  of 
grace  which  he  fends  among  them. 

9  **  But  that  his  proviGons  might  not  he  loft,  he  or- 
dered  his  Tenants  to  go  into  the  common  roads,  and 
invite  all  they  (hould  meet  with  in  their  way,  to  the 
wedding-fean.”— <So,  when  God  rejected  the  Jews  for 
their  obltinate  and  continued  infidelity,  he  ordered  the 
apo files  to  tum  to  the  Gentiles :  In  like  manner,  he 
will  have  an  intcreft  in  the  world,  how  many  foever  they 
be  that  defpife  and  reject  the  gofpel  j  ami  he  externally 
calls  all  that  hear  it,  to  the  obedience  of  faith. 

10  “  The  fervants,  according  to  this  command,  went 
into  the  public  ways,  and  promifcuoully  invited  every 
one  they  met  with )  and  by  this  means  a  great  number 
of  guefts  came  to  the  wedding-fea(l.M— -So  the  apoftles, 
according  to  their’  enlarged  com  million,  went  and 
preached  the  gofpd,  without  diftin&iort,  to  the  Gentiles, 
calling  rich  and  poor,  greater  and  leffcr  finners,  to  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Lord  JefuS  Ch ri ft,  and  turn  from  idols  to 
ferve  the  living  and  true  God ;  and  multitudes  among 
them  renounced  their  former  idolatry,  and  were  recei¬ 
ved  into  the  Chriftian-church ;  Tome  of  them  being  true 
converts,  and  others  but  temporary  believers  and  hypo¬ 
crites.  In  like  manner,  gofpel-minifters  publifh  its 
good  tidings  to  all  forts  of  finners  ;  and  by  this  means 
many  are  brought  to  give  up  their  names  to  Chrift,  and 
his  church;  fome  of  which  have  the  grace  of  God  in 
truth,  and  others  only  a  profeflion  of  it. 

11  “  And  upon  the  king’s  coming  among  ft  his 
guefts,  be  obferved  one  of  them  that  appeared  there 
without  f  a  drefe  fuitable  to  the  nuptial  folemnity.”--- 
So  God  takes  an  cxa£t  notice  of  all  that  make  a  profef- 
fiori  of  Chrift's  name,  and  are  members  of  the  vifible 
church ;  no  hypocrites  can  conceal  themfelves  from 
him ;  but,  however  they  may  pafs  for  faints  among 
men,  he  fees  that  they  have  not  put  on  Chrift  by  faith, 
and  are  neither  adorned  with  bis  righteoufnefs  nor  bis 
image,  and  fb  have  no  right  to  partake  of  the  blelfings 
of  his  kingdom; 

I  a  “  Hereupon  the  king  expoftulated  with  the  man, 
faying,  Friend,  how  durii  you  come  fb  unfuitably 

clo- 


N  O  T  B. 

f  The  mdJiKg-garmcnt  was  a  better  Jbrt  of  draft  than  was  rnlin^ily  worn ;  and  fuch  a 
garment,  it  Irani*,  was  fo  iKraflaryTj  that  even  they  who  camt  npou  an  iir.iuion  were  not 
jiiiftrcd  to  uftc  of  die  fcaiT,  Or  cbhIidu?  with  the  giftjis,  without  ii.  Set  ll+ttWid  ija  the 
flue. 


*The  EvangcTift  M  a  tth rw  paraphrafed.  Ch.  xxu* 


in  hither,  nni  lu- 
Tmj  a  wedding- 
garment  :  And 
Jttwa*  JpovchU/s. 


fj  Then  (aid 
the  king  to  the 
iervanrs  f  Bind 
flint  hand  and 
foot,  and  take  h  i  m 
i>Vii^»ndoltlrin 
inro  •urer  dark- 

fief?::  there  fliuli 
be  Mi  reping  and 
JniHliL'igoi  teeth* 


t4  For  mztty 
•re  cat  led,  but  few 
d/r  dwlk, 


r$  Then  upent 
(he  Pharjfix*  , 
and  took  counfel 
hew  they  might 
entairgi*  him  m 

to  uW* 


t  it  Amt  they 
lent  out  unto  him 
(heir  tlhcipLc*  , 
with  the  Hcto- 
dhins  ,  fayitlg  , 

Mailer,  we  ktuw 

that  £hu  varum, 

iSv} 


clothed,  to  appear  as  a  gueft  at  this  marriage-feaft  ? 
And  he  was  confounded,  having  nothing  to  reply*”**' 
So  God,  in  the  great  day,  will  call  tbofe  Grtners  in 
Sion  to  a  ftrttt  account,  that  were  by  profeflion  and  o- 
bligution  Chrift’s  friends^  and  will  demand  of  them. 
How  they  could  venture  to  creep  into  churches,  and 
exp  eft  to  be  made  partakers  of  ttejuai  life,  they  being 
deflitute  of  true  faith  in  Chrift  for  righteonfnefs,  anti 
of  a  work  of  heart- changing  grace  ?  And  their  mouths 
will  be  flopped  $  they  will  be  felf-coitdemnetl,  and  have 
nothing  to  plead  in  tbeir  own  excufe. 

13  **  Then  the  king  ordered  his  ferrants  to  bind  this 
man  like  a  criminal,  and  turn  him  out  of  the  room, 
which  was  illuminated  for  the  entertainment  and  plea* 
furu  of  the  guefts,  and  to  put  biin  into  a  dark  and  dole* 
ful  place  without,  there  to  hewail  his  preemption,  lots, 
and  mifery.”**-So  God;  by  ah  irreverfihle  fcntencc  on 
hypocrites,  will  command  his  holy  angels  to  thruft 
them  out  from  the  kingdom  of  glory,  into  a  date  of 
the  thickcft  darknefs,  tmfery,  and  defpair,  where  they 
fhall  lament  their  juftpunifhment,  with  the  utmoft  rage 
and  horror,  for  ever*  (See  the  note  on  Mat*  viii.  12.) 

14  *(  For  it  will  evidently  appear  in  the  final  judg¬ 
ment,  that,  as  l  lately  faid  on  a  like  occafion,  (chap, 
xx.  16.)  many  are  externally  called  by  the  miniitry  of 
the  gofpel,  and  make  a  profeflion  of  religion ;  but  few, 
comparatively  fpeaking,  are  really  chofen  to  falvation, 
thro’  fanflificition  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  of  the  truth.” 

15  The  Pharifecs,  perceiving  that  Jefus  levelled  this 
and  the  foregoing  parables  again!!  them,  though  they 
did  not  thoroughly  underftand  his  meaning,  refolved  to 
try  all  rhe  methods  they  could  think  of  to  take  away  his 
life  ;  and  as  they  durft  not  attempt  it  by  force  for  fear 
of  the  people,  (chap.  xxt.  4 6.)  they  betook  thentfelves 
to  ft  rat  age  m,  confulting  how  they  might  draw  him  in¬ 
fo  fornc  obnoxious  expreflion  (**  mj-s)  iu  a  captious  dif- 
pute  with  him. 

16  And  for  this  purpofe  they  lent  fotne  of  their  own 
difciples,  who  were  great  Sticklers  for  the  liberty  of  the 
Jesuit  an<f  fome  of  Herod's  +  party,  who  were  zealous 
for  the  authority  of  the  Romans  over  them  j  and  ordered 
tbefe  to  apply,  in  a  refpcCtful  manner,  to  Chrift,  as  if 
they  were  defirous  to  refer  the  decifion  of  their  eontro- 
verfy  to  him,  faying,  Matter,  we  arc  fatisfied  that  you 
are  a  man  of  great  integrity  and  under  {lauding,  that  yon 

faith- 


NOTE, 

*f  The  HtTcJiaKS  vert  the  fnlloi«Tj£  of  iitred  ibt  g rcat7  uho  was  for  fubjefting  bim&if 
hi*  people  10  the  domipinn  g(  ihc  and  tor  complying  with  them  La  m&nj  vi 

ihclr  W«0ivii  Pri**  On *t£i,  vul.  th j  *  357, 


Ch.  xxii. 

anil  Uaehtft  the 
vay  of  CoH  hi 

trurh*  neither  ca<- 
uft  thou  for  any 

m  in  :  forthnu  rt> 

ji-irtteft  not  tbc 
pt:rion  of  mod* 

IT  Tdl  us 
therefore,  Wh^t 
thin  heft  thou  ?  k 
it  lawful  to  jive 
tribute  unto  Ce- 


. . W“J  V1  w“'*l  “““ 

your  imp.trpility  and  courage  are  proof  again  it  b 
biafled  by  the  frowns  or  favours  of  any  man  living; 
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faithfully  teach  the  right  way  of  pleafuig  God,  and  that 

.  *  ■  1  ^  I  TP  *  ■!■%  I  ■■ 

being 
for* 

be  he  ever  fo  great,  you  will  freely  fpeak  your  mind, 

whether  he  like  it  or  not* 

1  ■ 

i  y  We  therefore  imreat  that  you  would  pleafe  to  lV 
tisfy  us  in  a  point  much  difputed  between  us  ;  and  that 
is,  Whether  it  be  lawful  for  us,  who  are  the  peculiar 
people  of  God,  and  Abraham*^  feed,  to  fubmit  to  C&far** 


Isr,  or  om}  government,  who  is  a  foreigner,  and  of  a  different  re» 

ugioufrotn  ours;  and  to  own  that  iubmiffion*  by  pay* 
ing  tribute  to  him  ?  What  is  your  judgment,  or  what 
do  you  fay  is  the  mind  of  God,  in  this  cafe  ?  Thus  they 
thought  to  enfnare  him,  whichever  way  he  Ihould  an- 


1 8  Tlut  jcfiu 
jif"Criv£d  Lhcir 
vicknlnefs,  imd 
faid,  Why  tentfit 
yt  me,  yc  bypu* 

Tp&rcwincthc 
tribute  -  money  , 
A  neither  brought 
unto  him  a  ptJi- 
Jiy. 

to  Anti  he 
fjrh  unto  them, 
Whote  h  ihU  i- 

and  fujxi- 
Itription  i 

it  They  fay 
ofitn  him,  Ce  far's* 
Then  faith  he  un¬ 
to  them,  fttiuler 

p  w 

iherrfore  trotu 
Cefar  the  things 
which  arc  CcUr**, 
ind  untoCrod  the 
things  (hat  are 


fwer :  For  if  it  Humid  be  in  the  negative,  Herod’s  par¬ 
ty  would  accufe  him  to  the  Roman  emperor,  as  an  ene¬ 
my  to  his  government ;  and  if  it  (hould  be  in  the  affir¬ 
mative,  the  Pbarifres  would  accufe  him  to  the  people, 
as  an  enemy  to  their  rights  and  liberties. 

1 8  But  Jcfus,  feeing  thro'  all  their  fubtie  and  malici¬ 
ous  designs,  faid  to  them.  Ye  deceitful  flatterers,  why, 
under  a  pretence  of  honouring  me,  do  ye  go  about  in 
this  wicked  manner  to  entangle  me  in  my  talk,  that  ye 
may  And  occaflons  againft  me  ? 

ip  Then  alking  for  a  piece  of  money,  fuch  as  ufe4 
to  be  demanded  for  tribute,  they  (hewed  him  a  Roman 
penny  which  was  of  that  fort. 

20  And  fince  the  coining  of  money,  and  thereby  a* 
feertaining  its  value  and  making  it  current,  was  always 
looked  upon  as  the  legal  prerogativeof  the  higher  powers, 
he  dcGred  them  to  tell  him  whofe  image  and  inferiptiou 
that  piece  bore. 

21  They  readily  anfwered,  It  was  the  Roman  empe- 
ror’s,  who  was  ufually  ityled  C<rfar.  Whereupon  Jefus 
replied.  Your  receiving  this  as  your  current  coin,  is  an 
acknowledgement  of  C&far’s  dominion  over  you  •>  and 
therefore  ye  ought,  in  civil  concerns,  to  return  the  tri¬ 
bute  of  that  to  him,  which,  by  the  authortry  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  government,  ye  receive  from  him ;  as 
well  as,  in  religious  concerns,  to  return  the  homage 
and  acknowledgments  to  God,  that  are  his  due  as  Lord 
of  all :  Take  heed,  that  neither  of  thefc  duties  interfere 


with  the  other. 


,,  When  they 
had  heard  ik'fi 
"xwA,  they  mar¬ 
velled,  ar.d  left 
him,  and  went 
their  way* 


22  In  this  manner  he  avoided  the  fnare  they  had  laid 
for  him  s  And  when  they  found,  by  his  unexceptionable 
aofwer,  that  no  advantage  could  be  obtained  again  It 
him,  they  admired  his  wililom  and  caution,  and  went; 
away  difappointed  iu  their  defign  of  accufmg  him  either 

L  3  W 
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13  Tbe  fane 
day  came  to  him 
the  Saridocee?  * 
^hich  fay  that 
there  i  &  ik>  reftir- 
Tdftiol^  aod  iCkr 

f  d  him. 


*4 

JVI  after 

fcid,  If 


Saying  > 
Moles 


a  man 
die*  haying  qo 
children,  his  bf  ei¬ 
ther  Ihalt  marry 
his  tvifr,  indrdfe 
tip  feed  onto  hit 

brother. 

ij  Nov  there 
vere  Tjrifh  us  li¬ 
ven  brethren:  and 
the  firft,  vbm  he 

had .  married  a 
wife*  detcaftri; 
and  having  jjo  if- 

fue,  left  his  wife 
unto  hit  brother. 

%&  Lilten-lfethe 
iecond  alfb,  and 

the  thirds  unto  the 

ftvejith. 

x'j  Ad d  laftof 

*U  the  woman 

died  alfu. 

*8  Thrfcfnne 

In  the  rtdurree* 

rion,  whole  wife 

fhaJl  (he  he  of  the 

ftven  ?  for  they 

alt  bad  her. 

if  Jefut  an* 

fwtred  and  fa:d 

■ 

unto  them,  Te  do 
err,  not  knowing 
the  ftriptarcs , 
nor  the  power  of 

Cod* 


30  For  in  the 

icfurrctffon  they 
fld(her  marry , 
nor  ore  given  in 
tparm^c;  bin  are 
as  the  angels  of 
God  in  h 


to  C<rfar  or  to  the  people. 

23  Soon  after  this,  on  that  very  day,  foroe  of  the 
fe£fc  of  the  SadJveeeS)  who  denied  a  future  ftate,  or 
any  e si  Hence  of  angels  or  feparate  fpirits,  and  the  re- 
function  of  the  body  from  the  dead,  {dels  xxiii.  6.) 
came  to  try  whether  they  could  not  grave!  and  confound 
our  Lord  by  a  cjueftion  which  they  Ihouid  put  to  him  a* 
bout  an  important  point  of  revealed  religion,  faying, 

24  Matter,  Myfei  ordered  in  the  law,  {Deut.  xxv.  5.) 
that  if  a  married  man  Ihouid  die  chiidlefs,  a  furviving 
brother  fhould  take  his  widow  to  wife,  in  order  to  the 
railing  up  of  an  heir  for  his  inheritance  and  keeping  his 
name  alive  in  JJrael. 

25  Now  an  extraordinary  cafe  has  fallen  out  a- 
mongft  us,  in  a  family  where  there  were  feven  bre* 
thren  ;  The  Grit  of  them,  having  had  a  wife,  died  with¬ 
out  any  child,  and  left  his  widow  to  be  married  to  his 
next  brother  } 

26,  27.  And  the  fecond  having  married  her,  died 
without  any  offspring  likewife  ;  the  fame  was  the  cafe 
pf  the  third;  and,  in  ihort,  every  one  of  them  took  her 
in  their  order,  after  the  death  of  the  reft,  and  none  of 
them  had  any  iffue  by  her}  and  at  laft,  the  woman  herfelf 

died  childids. 

■ 

28  If  therefore,  according  to  Come  peoples  notion, 
there  be  a  future  ftate,  aqd  a  refurreftton  of  the  body, 
the  queflion  is,  Which  of  thefe  fevpn  ftiall  have  her  for 
his  wife  in  the  other  world,  Gnce  they  were  all  married 
to  her  in  this,  and  nose  of  them  bad  any  Ton  or  daugh¬ 
ter  by  her  to  determine  or  appropriate  the  relation  ? 

29  Jefus  replied.  Ye  are  guilty  of  a  very  great  mi' 
Hake,  and  talk  much  be  fide  the  point,  through  your 
ignorance  of  the  feripture -doctrine  about  a  future  itate, 
and  of  the  true  fenfe  of  the  pailage  referred  to,  which 
relates  only  to  the  peculiar  circum fiances  of  tbe  chil¬ 
dren  of  Ifraci  in  tbis  world  j  as  alfo  through  your  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  exceeding  grealnefs  of  God’s  power,  with 
whom  it  is  no  impofTible  thing  to  raife  the  dead,  and 
give  them  a  different  fort  of  life  in  tbe  world  to  come* 

30  For  in  the  happy  date  to  which  the  dead  fhall  be 
rqifed,  there  will  be  no  need  of  marriage  for  the  com¬ 
fort  of  life,  nor  any  rooiq  for  leaving  widows  to  others 
to  mairy  them  for  perpetuating  names  and  inheritances, 
and  keeping  up  a  fecceffion  of  generations,  as  there  is 
in  this  muctuble  and  dying  world ;  but  every  one  there 
will  be  incorruptible,  immortal,  and  happy,  even  as  the 
holy  angels  themfelves  arc  in  heaven,  who  never  die, 
or  know  what  troubles  mean. 

31,  32.  But 


Ch.  jcxii.  The  Evangeltji  Matthew  parapbrafcd. 


167 


^  31  touch¬ 
ing  the  rcfatrcc- 
lion  of  the  d&d, 
have  ye  rw'tt  nud 

tha:  ubich  was 
fi^luA  unto  you 
by  God,  frying, 
31  1  *m  the 
G<  *d  of  Abra- 
h^m^ndcheGod 

cf  !lk  ait d  the 
ti*4  of  Jjeob? 
God  is  not  [he 
f-cd  of  the  dead, 
but  of  I  he  living. 


the 


33  And  when 
multitude 
bejrd  ikiiy  they 
weir  aftonirtjed  at 

k;i  Jottrinc. 


31,  32-  But  that  there  will  be  a  refurre£kion  of  the 
dead  to  a  glorious  immortality,  may  be  gathered,  by 
jolt  con  frq  lienees,  from  what  God  himfcU  laid  to  Mo* 
Jfs  ti  who  ft:  books  ye  yourfelves  pro  fell  ediy  own  to  be 
of  divine  authority.  Have  ye  never  read  and  obferved 
in  them,  wtminltru&ions  God 'has  given  to  you  of  this 
age,  (for  whole  learning,  as  well  as  for  the  life  of  for* 
mer  times,  they  were  written,)  when,  appearing  to  Afa- 
fc r  in  the  bulb,  [£xsdr  iii<  6.)  he  ftyled  himfdf  the 
God  of  Abraham ,  Ifaac ,  and  Jacoby  many  years  after 
they  were  dead,  faying,  not  I  was^  but  I  am  their  God* 
This  abiding  relation  to  them  imports,  that  they  are 
ftill  the  fons  of  God,  waiting  far  the  adoption^  viz.  the 
rvdemption  qf  the  bvdfr  (Rom.  viii,  23.):  For  it  is  un- 
worthy  of  God*  to  fuppofe  that  after  death  he  ttiould 
continue  to  be  a  God  in  covenant- relation  to  them; 

and  yet  that  their  bodies,  which  are  client  hi  parts  of 
their  perfbns,  fliould  always  abide  in  a  liate  of  death, 
never  to  revive  in  another  world 

33  And  as  this  file  need  the  S  adduces;  y  fo  the  com* 
mon  people,  upon  hearing  his  anfwrr  to  their  objection, 
could  not  hut  admire  the  aptnefs,  evidence,  and  excel¬ 
lence,  of  what  he  taught  relating  to  this  important  ar¬ 
ticle  of  faith. 


34  Gut  when 

the  PharUccs  had 
heard  that  he  had 

put  the  Sadd Kites 
to  iilenct,  they 
were  gathered  to- 
gether. 


3S  Then  one 
of  them,  vtkith 
swajavycr*  dik¬ 
ed  4  quettion, 
tempting  him  , 

4ud  faying, 

36  Matter  , 
which  is  the  great 

com- 


34  But  when  the  Pharijet;  heard  how  he  had  con¬ 
futed  the  Sadducees>  they  were  fo  far  from  being  plea- 
fed  at  it,  though  he  had  therein  efbibHihed  the  doftrine 
which  they  themfdves  held  about  the  refurre&ion,  that 
they  invidioufly  gathered  together  to  lee  whether  they 
could  not  Matt  his  reputation  among  the  people  by  puz¬ 
zling  him  with  fame  other  queition. 

35  To  this  purpofe  one  of  them,  who  was  by  office 
an  interpreter  of  the  law,  having  a  mind  to  try  his  flail, 
put  a  queftion  to  bim  which  was  much  disputed  among 
the  critics  of  thofe  days,  faying, 

36  Matter,  as  there  are  different  opinions  about  the 
law,  fome  concluding  that  the  ceremonial,  and  others 

that 


NOTES, 

f  The  Sadivctts  admitted  only  the  five  the  Saddles  s*ainft  the  refurreftion  by  in 
bocks  of  MffcSt  all  the  other  pons  of  thciidifbdicfof  tkeimmoruiky  of  thc^ul,  nr 

boly  icriptorc,  (Pnd.  Con # eft,  x ok  ii.p.  33d.);  of  any  fmme  fl»te  u-hsiJbevor,  the  argument 
aud  therefore  Chrtfl  argued  with  them  from  taken  from  (ittd's  being  the  God  of  the  li* 
4  pjftjge  tikeu  oui  of  thole  writings,  and  ving  only,  a  clear  iud  cfc^ual  cunfura* 
not  from  other  llill  clearer  proofs  in  the  Old  Hon  cf  their  tr:  c;-  Nay,  if  he  u  not  the 
T^smeilL  God  of  Sir*  in  another  w«rklt  he 

never  was  their  God,  according  to  the  fall 
|  Though  their  fouls  lived  in  s  &  pa  rate  meaning  of  that  cksr-ifter,  tt  aU  ;  for  the 
Itatc,  God  world  neverthdefs  be  the  God  ot  belt  of  tlwir  dream  (lances,  in  thii  life*  were 
the  dead  ;  for  they  could  be  fuiJ  to  Inv  only  too  defective  and  to  come  lip  to  the 

in  pert*  unlcf*  their  dead  bodies  were  to  rift  compk-te  happmtfc  and  dignity  included 
•gain  :  However,  as  the  chief  prejudice  of  that  high  aud  gloria  icUtiou. 
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ttimmatidinciit  in 
ttrcbw  l 


37  find 

unto  him,  Thou 
flialt  We  the 
Lord  thy'  Qod 
with  aHthy  heart, 
and  urith  *[\  thy 
frill,  aihl  with  all 
thy  mind, 

18  This  » the 

firft  and  giCat 

com  nundinal  t 


39  And  the 
Second  is  like  un¬ 
to  it,  Thou  (haft 
love  thy  neigh-- 
hour  u  taylilf* 


*e  On  tht&two 
QMnnuSdnitntf , 
hang  all  the  law 
thd  the  prophets. 


that  the  moral  is  molt  important ;  and  fome  contending 
for  the  law  of  circumcifiao,  others  for  that  of  the  fab* 
bath,  and  others  for  that  of  facrifices,  as  the  chief  i 
which  do  yon  lay  is  the  principal  commandment  contain* 
ed  in  the  writings  of  Mofes  f 

37  Jefas  anfwered  him,  That  which  is  moil  compre¬ 
hend  ve  and  important,  is  this,  Thou  (halt  love  the  Lord 
fupremely,  as  Jehovah  and  thy  God,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  others;  and  thou  (halt  love  him  entirely,  un  feign* 
edly,  and  at  all  times,  with  the  united  powers  of  thy 
underltanding,  will,  and  affections. 

3 3  This  is  the  grand  fundamental  precept  of  the 
whole  law,  without  a  regard  to  which  no  other  of  its 
injunctions  can  be  duly  ob&nrod ;  and  this  is  the  fum- 
mary  of  all  the  duties  of  the  fir  ft  table. 

39  And  the  next  important  commandment,  the 
neareft  a- kin  to  this,  as  comprehend  re  of  all  the  dudes 
of  the  fecond  table,  is.  Thou  (halt  love  thy  fellow- crea¬ 
tures  as  truly  and  finccrely  as  tbyfelf,  hearing  all  good¬ 
will  to  them,  and  doing  good,  .as  you  have  opportunity, 
to  all  men,  and  efpecially  to  the  houfebold  of  faith,  e- 
ven  as  you  would  in  like  circunt dances  do,  or  defire  o- 
thers  to  do  unto  yourfelf. 

40  Thde  two  commandments  make  up  the  fum  and 
Cuhftance  of  the  moral  law,  which  is  fundamental  to  ail 
true  religion  ;  thefe  are  the  natural  law  that  was  origi¬ 
nally  written  in  the  heart  of  man,  the  obligations  to 
which  can  never  he  diffolved  j  and  all  the  revelations 
that  God  has  made,  in  the  written  law  and  the. prophets, 
ft  and  upon  the  foundation  of,  and  are  defigned  to  en¬ 
force  them. 


41  While  the 
Pbariftt*  were  ga¬ 
thered  tojjet  her, 
jcAsafccd  thou, 


41  Saying  , 
What  think  yc 
of  Ch  nit  ?  whofc 
flirt  is  he  ?  They 
fay  unto  him.  The 
fit*  ui  David, 


43  He  finch 
rnio  them.  How 
then  doth  David 
spirit  CitJ  him 
nLflrd> 


41  Jcfu3  having  thus  anfwered  the  feribt's  queftion, 
and  popped  his  mouth  To  chat  he  could  make  no  reply; 
and  the  Fhartftts  Hill  continuing  together,  in  order  to 
their  making  further  attempts  to  embarrafs  him ;  he  took 
that  opportunity,  in  his  turn,  to  propofe  a  queftion, 
which  would  give  him  a  fair  advantage  of  putting  them 
tp  a  nonplus,  faying, 

42  What  are  your  thoughts  about  the  Mejfiahy  who 
was  promifed  to  the  fathers,  and  whom  ye  are  now  ex¬ 
pelling  to  appear  in  the  world  ?  Whofe  fon,  or  of  what 
family,  do  yc  fay  he  miift  be?  They  readily  anfwercdj 
He  is  to  be  of  the  family  of  David ,  as  was  umverfally  ■ 
believed  from  the  plain  prophecies  of  the  Old  Teftament 
about  him-  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xx*  14,) 

43  Jefus  replied,  How  is  it  then  to  be  underrtood, 
that  Davids  under  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
called  the  Mefliah  his  Lord,  and  thereby  owned  and 

honoured 
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honoured  him  as  his  Superior  and  a  divine  pfidon,  fay¬ 
ing  of  him*  {Pfiil*  cx.  1 «) 

44  God  the  Father  laid  unto  my  Lord,  Sit  thou  ex¬ 
alted  in  all  dignity,  glory  and  power,  cm  the  right  bond 
of  the  throne  of  the  Majejlyin  the  heavens  2  and  continue 
reigning  in  the  adm migration  of  thy  kingdom,  as  the 
Chrift,  till  all  thine  enemies  be  effectually  and  entirely 
fubje&cd  to  thee,  according  to  mine  appointment  ? 

45  If  then  David>  in  a  Pfalm  which  ye  yourfelves 
own  to  be  prophetic  of  the  Mefliah,  ftytes  him  Lord% 
by  way  of  fuperiority  to  himfelf ;  how  do  ye  imderftand 
this,  in  contiftency  with  his  being  his  Ton  or  a  depend¬ 
ent  from  him  ? 

46  The  feribes  and  Pharifees^  either  being  ignorant, 
or  not  willing  to  acknowledge,  that  he,  who  was  of 
the  feed  of  David  according  to  the  fleih,  was,  in  his 
divine  nature,  over  all  God  blefled  for  ever,  and  fo  was 
the  root  as  well  as  the  offspring  of  Davids  were  at  a  lofe 
what  reply  to  make ;  and  findrii^  that  they  were  no 
match  for  one  of  bis  fuperior  wiidom,  they  from  that 
time  forward  were  afraid  of  entering  into  further  difputes 
with  him,  or  of  attempting  to  enlhare  him  by  any  other 
qudiions* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  much  more  eager  are  many  to  difputc  again#  Uie  moft  important  point* 
of  the  law  and  gofpel,  to  tbeir  ow n  coufujum,  than  to  come  like  humble  Inqui¬ 
rers  to  Cbriftj  to  learn  of,  and  believe  in  him*  to  their  own  falvation,  Bui,  nf- 
ttr  atl  that  wit  or  malice  can  fuggeft  to  the  contrary,  he  will  confute  it,  am!  put 
his  enemies  to  flwme.— His  grace  is  bountiful  and  free,  and  Is  propofed  in  the  go p 
fpd  to  the  acceptance  of  all  that  hear  it.  BlefTed  are  they  that  are  called  to  the 
marriage-fupper  of  tlie  Lamb,  and  appear  with  the  wedding  garment  as  accepted 
guefta  there :  But  ndferabte  is  their  cafe  that  reject  Chrftf ,  or  take  up  with  a  hare 
profetfiuu  of  his  mine;  and  many  are  externally  called,  but  feware  chofen  cf  God 
to  eternal  life. — True  religion  is  as  neceffary  for  the  happinefs  of  another  world, 
as  civil  government  i A  for  the  peace  and  order  of  this:  They  do  not  interfere  with 
one  another;  but  fttould  be  kept  in  proper  bounds,  and  attended  to  with  due  re¬ 
gards;  And  as  love  to  God  is  eUcutial  to  the  firft,  lb  the  love  of  our  neighbour 
is  to  the  I  aft;  thete  art  laws  of  perpetual  obligation,  according  to  tlic  various  re¬ 
lations  in  which  wc  ftand.— Wheu  believers  have  done  with  this  world  and  all  its 
prefent  concerns,  God  will  be  their  God  for  ever  in  another;  and  a  refurretflion 
to  etecgal  fre  will  enter  tbeir  whole  perfons,  body  as  well  a$  foul,  into  a  complete 
ftate  of  immortal  blrfferinefs,  when  all  ChrilVs  enemies  fhall  be  enriidy  fubriurd, 
and  all  the  faints  (hall  triumph  in  ht$  prefence;  And  then  they  iba II  know  who  and 
what  he  is,  in  his  divine,  human,  and  office  characters  and  glory,  as  God-man 
mediator;  fttall  be  able  to  reconcile  all  teeming  contradictions  about  him;  and 
(hall  get  through  all  the  clouds  and  difficulties  that  here  furround  them,  and  that 
puzzle  and  confound  fticb  a*  fet  themfelves  again#  him, 

irUl  UlJl'l 

CHAP.  XXIII. 

Cbrifl  cautions  again/}  the  pride  and  hypocri/y  of  the  feribes  and  Phari- 
fees,  i(— 12.  Denounces  fiverai  vtoes  againji  them,  13, — 33.  dnd 
fereteh  the  dcflrufttvn  of  JerufalcEn>  34, — 39. 

Para- 


Loti,  laying, 

44  The  Iiord 
faiii  unto  my 
Lord,  Sir  than  on 
mjr  right  band, 
till  1  make  ibmc 
enemies  thy  foot- 

4?  If  T>ivid 
ihcu  tail  \iini 
Lord,  how  is  he 
hit  ftui  l 


4 6  And  no  man 
vu  able  to  anfwcr 
hiiu  a  word,  nei¬ 
ther  durft  «ny 
man  (from  rim 
day  forth)  alk 
him  any  mors 
qiirlVfOiUt 
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TH  e  s  fpakc 
Jefus  to  the 
to  the  multitude, 
and  to  his  di&i- 
pks. 


■*  Saying,  the 
feribes  and  the 
Pharifces  fit  in 
Mafcf'  teat. 


3  All  there¬ 
fore  whai&cvcr 
thef  bid  you  ot>* 
ferve,  /Aafobferve 
and  do;  hut  do 
not  ye  after  their 
works;  for  they 
iiyt  and  do  not. 

4  For  they 
bind  heavy  tail'd- 
e»5,  iod  grievous 
to  be  borne,  and 
lijr  thna  on  men:: 
Shoulders  ;  but 
they  £hem£clvcs 
witt  not  move 
them  with  one  of 
their  fingers* 

$  Bur  all  their 
vwks  they  do, 
for  to  be  teen  of 
men  :  they  make 
broad  their  phy- 
hrter  'Cs3  and  en¬ 
large  the  holders 
of  their  garment^ 


G  And  love  the 
uppermod  rooms 
ax  feafls;  and  the 


Paraphrase. 

A  Fter  Jefus  had  pot  all  his  adverlaries  to  Glencc* 
he*  continuing  in  the  temple*  (chap,  xxlii.  1.) 
f  pa  Ice  to  the  great  company  of  people  that  were  about 
him*  and  to  his  own  difdples,  what  might  be  proper 
to  guard  againft  an  high  opinion  of  the  feribes  and  Pha- 
rifees*  and  againft  being  milled  by  them*  faying* 

3  The  feribes  and  Pbarifees  are*  by  thdr  owe*  the 
fucceffors  of  Mofest  as  interpreters  of  God's  law  ;  and 
their  bufuiefs  is  to  expound  and  enforee  it  privately  to 
their  difciples,  and  publicly  to  the  people  in  your  fyna* 
gogues  every  fabbath-day ;  which  office  is  in  itfdf  good 
and  ufcful*  how  much  foever  they  have  abufed  it*  and 
behave  unfui  table  to  it. 

3  Whadoever  therefore  they  teach  and  enforce  upon 
you*  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  of  the  law  of  God*  that 
ye  fhould  look  upon  yourfelves  bound  to  regard  and 
pra&iie :  But  take  heed  of  treading  in  their  fteps*  or  of 
imitating  them  in  their  lives  ;  for  while  they  preach 
and  profefs  one  thing*  they  do  another. 

4  For  they  are  exceeding  Arid  and  rigid  in  their 
conftru&ions  of  fuch  divine  precepts  as  heft  ferve  their 
turn*  and  in  impoling  them  with  additions  of  their  own 
inventing*  and  ib  lay  intolerable  burdens  upon  the  con¬ 
ferences  of  others:  But  they  themfclves  will  not  be  at 
the  trouble  of  obferving  them,  nor  give  the  lead  difpen  - 
fation  to  the  people  Co  neglefl  any  of  them;  much  lefs 
will  they  pra&ife  thole  moral  duties  that  are  of  the 
greateft  confequence*  and  of  perpetual  obligation. 

5  And  (^>)  whatfoever  they  do  that  carries  a  face  of 
religion*  it  is  only  in  public*  and  in  the  light  of  men, 
that  they  may  oblerve  and  applaud  them.  As  for  in- 
ftance*  God  commanded  the  Jews  (Deur.  vj.  8.)  to 
bind  the  lavs  for  a  Jign  upon  their  hands *  and  as  frontlets 
between  their  eyes ;  to  fignify  that  they  ftiould  daily  me* 
ditate  upon  ir,  and  put  it  in  practice :  But  thefe  hypo¬ 
critical  men  think  they  fulfidently  fulfil  this  command* 
by  only  writing  feme  fentences  of  the  law  upon  flips  of 
parchment  of  more  than  ordinary  breadth*  and  putting 
them  upon  their  arms  and  foreheads.  And  as*  to  dj- 
ftinguifh  the  Ifraelitet  from  other  nations*  God  ordered 
them  to  u ear  fringes  in  the  borders  of  their  garmentst 
(Numb.  xv.  38,— 40.) ;  thefe  men  put  on  fuch  as  are 
wider  than  common*  that  they  may  be  particularly  ta¬ 
ken  notice  of  as  more  eminently  religious  than  others. 

6  And*  with  the  lame  ambitious  view*  when  they 
are  invired  to  a  feaft,  they  are  very- fond  of  getting  the 
upper  hand  *  and  whenever  they  are  in  places  of  reli¬ 
gious 
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cldef  feats  in  the 
ijDigague^ 


7  And  greet¬ 
ing  in  the  trur- 
itfs,  and  to  be 

Cailol  Of  IDttl  * 

Rabbi,  Rabbi, 


8  Be  not  yc 
tailed  RaMri :  for 
one  is  yottT  Ma¬ 
tter,  me  Chrift  *f 
and  illyc^rebre* 
ihreo. 


9  And  call  no 
man  yomr  father 
upon  (he  canh  : 
for  one  is  voar  Fa* 
ther  which  U  in 
heaven. 


jo  Neither  be 
yc  called  matters  i 
for  one  is  ytiur 
Matter  ,  tvt* 

chntt. 


1 1  But  he  that 
u  £Katdl  among 

you 


gtous  worlhip,  they  take  care  to  fee  themfelves  in  the 
higheft  feats  there,  that  they  may  be  thought  more  wor¬ 
thy  than  the  reft  of  the  company. 

7  Yea,  even  in  the  open  ftreets,  and  places  of  the 
molt  public  reiort,  they  love  to  be  homaged,  and  treated 
with  all  Ytfihle  marks  of  the  higheft  refpect,  in  the  fight 
of  multitudes ;  and  are  extremely  delighted  when  any 
compliment  them  under  the  titles  of  father  and  mafier\ ; 
and  fo  applaud  them  as  great  men  that  are  the  heads  of 
fe£ts  and  parties,  and  the  authors  of  the  do&rines  they 
preach. 

8  Bur,  faid  Chrift  to  his  dtfdples,  let  none  of  you 
aim  at  vain -glorious  tides  }  of  honour  and  preceden¬ 
cy  above  others,  much  lefs  at  fuch  titles  as  import  do¬ 
minion  over  their  faith  and  confciences :  For  ye  have 
but  one  Lord  and  King,  which  is  the  Meiliah  ;  and  all 
of  you  fhould  treat  one  another  with  mutual  refpeci  and 
love,  looking  upon  yourfclves  as  brethren  that  have  no 
fuperiority  of  power  one  over  another,  but  are  equally 
fubjeft  in  all  matters  of  faith  arid  obedience  to  your  great 
and  common  Lord. 

4 

9  And  let  no  man  living  upon  earth  be  called  your 
father,  in  fuch  a  fenfe  as  denotes  the  head  of  a  fe£t,  or 
the  founder  of  religion,  or  one  who  is  to  be  abfolutely 
obeyed  in  matters  of  conference :  For,  in  opposition  to 
all  men,  ye  have  but  one  fuch  Father)  and  that  is  God, 
who  is  the  Father  of  lights,  and  whofe  throne  is  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  heavens. 

10  Neither  let  any  among  you  vuinly  aftume  to  him- 
felf,  or  admit  of,  the  title  of  majler  or  lcatler%  as  figni- 
fying  one  who,  of  his  own  ability  and  authority,  teach¬ 
es  and  enjoins  any  doftrine  or  duty  of  religion :  For, 
in  oppofition  to  human  inftrackors,  ye  have  but  one 
fuch  Mailer,  which  is  Cbrift,  the  great  Prophet  of  the 
church,  whom,  and  whom  only,  ye  ought  to  hear  in  all 
things,  as  your  infallible  Guide  and  abfolute  Lord. 

11  But  whofoever  he  he  among  you  that  mod  excels 
his  brethren  in  gifts  and  graces,  or  in  honour  and  e- 
fteem  in  the  church,  let  him  not  cake  occafion  from 

thence 


NOTES. 

t  The  Rabbles  were  the  great  father*  of  fpeft,  under  the  titles  of  fatter,  mafter,  and 
tradition,  iuiJ  nudenii)  Ifr&d*  aholudu  uiclikc;  forthcic  icTult  from  known  pjb- 
nnich  ftrefs,  or  morr,  upon  their  vwn  inven-  dans  in  life ;  and  the  apoftle  tty  led  hiinlLii 
cions  which  in  time  benmc  t^e  utditiom  on  religious  accutmt^,  to  them 

of  the  dders  ib^n  upon  the  words  of  fori p-  lie  had  been  niitnimemai  in  coiwming  to 
wre  themfelves;  and  therefore,  when  all  the  the  faith  of  Chi  lit  ;  But  alt  (iilvs  arc  to  ix 

Svtfb  traditions  c.icne  afterwards  to  he  cn\+  condemaed,  a$  fir  s$  any  arc  ambitions  «f 
cd  in  the  book  called  their  Talaadt  the  them,  and  u  for  as  they  entrench  upon  Cod  v 
contender*  for  their  authority  were  called  authority,  and  arc  uicd  to  countenance  a  d*** 
Xabmijlt,  See  Prid*  QwwR.  toL  il  p-  jjtf,  minion  oser  tbe  i'aiii  of  others* 
f  Qur  Lord  docs  not  condemn  ciy|l  se* 
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pm,  (ball  be  your 
JjcmnL. 


ti  AtvJ  who- 
frCYCT  (lull  CKtU 
hiaifdf,  (ball  be 
ibaied;  and  Ik 
that  Hull  humble 
hlmfejf,  Ihall  be 

naked. 


13  Hut  wQun* 
In  you ,  fenbrt 

and  Pbvifrri , 
hypocrites  !  for 
y*  (hut  up  th(j 
kingdom  of  hta- 
tcd  agixnft  men : 
fur  ye  neiiber  go 
i)i  yourfclvci,  nri- 
therJuitcr  yet  hero 
that  are  entering 
to  go  in. 


j  +  Wo  unto 
yni),  fmhrs  and 
i'lurii'ccsj  hypo¬ 
crites  !  for  ye  rle- 
vour  widows  hou- 
fi'i,  and  fora  pre¬ 
tence  make  long 
prayers;  therefore 

ye  (hall  receive 
the  greater  dam- 
juiiro* 


1  y  Wo  rnto 

you,  ferities  and 
Phartfecs,  hypo* 
crites  !  tor  ye 
compaft  fca  and 
land  to  inake  o^e 
profcJyte  ;  and 
Tfhen  he  is  made, 
ye  make  him  two¬ 
fold 


thence  to  grow  haughty  and  afluming ;  hut  let  him  ra¬ 
ther  be  fo  much  the  more  condescending  and  laborious* 
in  improving  his  Superior  talents  and  advantages  for  the 
good  of  others* 

1 2  For  whofoevej*  under  the  dominion  of  a  proud 
Spirit*  Ihall  behave  impericufly*  and  feek  to  fet  him  Self 
above  others*  Ural)  be  brought  down  and  expofed  to 
ihamc  here  and  hereafter  ;  £m  whoever  (hall  have  mean 
thoughts  of  himfelf*  and  behave  with  condefcenfion  and 
humility,  Shall  be  highly  honoured  in  the  fight  of  Cod 
and  man. 

13  Then  our  Lord  turning  bis  difeourfe  to  the  fefibes 
and  Pharifees^  find*  Wo  unto  you*  ye  hypocritical  teach* 
era  and  vain  boatlers  !  Your  cafe  is  dreadfully  guilty  and 
miserable;  For  ye*  who  profefe  to  have  the  key  of 
knowledge*  and  ought  to  explain  the  ancient  types  and 
prophecies  of  the  Mcffiah  in  their  reference  to  me  and 
my  Spiritual  kingdom*  do  all  you  can  to  oppofe  my  gra¬ 
cious  deligns,  and  to  prejudice  the  people  a gainft  them  j 
for  ye  neither  embrace  my  gofpel  yourfelves*  nor  let  o* 
there  alone  that  are  inclined  to  it  \  but  ye  bear  them 
down  by  your  authority*  threaten  to  caft  them  opt  of 
your  Synagogues,  and  vilify  my  perfon*  doftrine*  and 
miracles*  to  prtvent  their  believing  to  the  Salvation  of 
their  fouls. 

14  Wo  unto  you*  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters  J  For,  in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  right 
and  jultice*  ye*  by  fpecious  insinuations  and  rigorous 
exa£tiuns*  in  rice  a  prey  of  weak  widows  and  their  tami* 
lies,  from  whom  any  thing  is  to  be  gotten ;  and  to  co¬ 
ver  your  cruel  covetoufnefs  aud  extortion,  and  bring 
them  the  more  readily  into  your  bafe  defigns*  ye  put  on 
a  cloak  of  great  devotion*  by  lengthening  out  your  pray¬ 
ers:  Therefore  your  fin  is  highly  aggravated ;  and  ye 
Shall  Suffer  the  heaviest  vengeance  from  the  hand  of 
God*  who  is  a  father  of  the  fatherlef^  and  a  judge  of 
the  -widcuis,  (P£aL  Ixviii.  5*) 

15  Wo  unto  you*  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters  !  For  yc  contrive  and  labour*  run  every  where* 
and  try  all  imaginable  ways  and  means*  to  gain  over  a 
Gentile  to  your  religion*  and  especially  to  your  own  Sett; 
not  with  any  defign  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good 
of  bis  foul 5  but  that  ye  may  have  the  reputation  of  con* 
verting  him,  and  may  ftrengthen  your  own  party :  And 
when  once  he  is  profelytcd*  fo  abfolute  is  your  afeen- 
dency  over  his  continence*  that  ye  fill  his  head  with  tri¬ 
fling  and  immoral  notions*  and  bis  heart  with  the  worft 
of  prejudices  *  and  fo  make  him  doubly  more  ltupid  and 

vile* 


Ch.  xxui, 

fold  more  the 
child  of  hell  than 
yourlcLvts, 


if  Wo  unto 
you,  htfnd  guides! 
irhich  fay*  Who¬ 
soever  dhall  fwear 

by  the  temple,  it 
h  nothing;  bat 
Wiioibcvcr  (lull 
furjr  by  the  gold 

of  cbt  temple,  be 
is  a  debtor. 


17  Ye  fools, 
and  blind ;  for 
whether  is  great-* 
cr?  the  gold,  or 
temple  that  frnc- 
titicth  the  gold  ? 


f  8  And, Who* 
fwvcr  ihall  fwear 
by  the  altar,  rt 
1$  nuthiogi  but 
whomever  fwear- 
nh  by  the  gift 
that  is  upon  it,  he 
it  guilty* 

19  Ye  fools; 
and.  blind!  for 
whether  ij  great¬ 
er?  the  gift,  or 
the  alur  that  fanc- 
tifieth  the  gift? 


io  Whofb 
therefore  thali 
{Wear  by  the  al¬ 
tar,  fweareth  by 
it,  and  by  all 
things thereon, 

11  And  whofo 

Atoll 


The  Evangeiifl  Ma  tth  ev faraphrafed.  173 

vile,  mote  outrageoufly  bigotted  again  ft  me  and  my 
gofpei  f,  more  furioully  mad,  in  adiug  under  the  devil's 
influence  to  ferve  his  intertiU,  and  in  polling  blindly 
on  to  eternal  deftrudion,  than  even  ft) me  of  yourfelvcs* 

16  Wo  unto  you,  ye  ignorant,  erroneous,  and  fuper- 
ftitious  teachers,  who  pretend  to  be  guides  to  the  blind, 
but  aie  youtfeives  wilfully  blind  1  Ye  miflead  the  peo¬ 
ple  into  the  moft  dangerous  errors  about  the  obligation 
of  oaths,  telling  them,  that  whoever  fwears  only  by  the 
temple,  his  oath  does  not  bind  him,  and  need  not  be 
regarded ;  but  whoever  fwears  by  the  gold,  or  the  trea- 
fure,  which  is  confecraced  to  the  fervicc  of  God  in  the 
temple,  and  by  which  ye  yourfelvcs  expeel  to  be  gai ti¬ 
ers,  he  is  bound  by  his  oath,  and  nmft  perform  it. 

17  Ye  foolilh  and  ridiculous  teachers,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap.  V.  22.)  what  a  weak  and  fcnfdets  diftindion 
is  this  1  For  let  me  alk  you.  Which  is  moft  facred,  moft 
related  to  God,  and  moft  to  be  regarded  ?  the  gold  that 
is  fandified  by  the  temple,  or  the  temple  that  fandifies 
the  gold?  Is  not  that  which  fandifies,  greater  than  that 
which  is  fandified  ? 

16  And  ye  furthermore  tell  the  people,  that  whoever 
fwears  only  by  the  altar,  his  oath  is  not  binding';  but 
whoever  fwears  by  any  gift,  or  facriflce,  that  is  offered 
upon  the  altar,  he  is  a  debtor,  (•?«*.«,)  and  is  guilty  of 
the  greateft  crime  if  he  does  not  perform  his  oath. 

ip  Ye  foolilh  ami  ridiculous  teachers,  how  filly  and 
abfurd  a  diftindion  is  this !  For  which  mult  common 
fenfetell  one  is  moft  nearly  related  to  God,  and  moft 
ftridly  to  be  regarded  with  a  confidence  toward  him  ? 
the  offering  which  is  fandified  by  the  altar,  or  the  altar 
which  fandifies  that  ?  (Exod.  xxix.  37.)  Thcfe  things 
carry  their  own  evidence  to  any  one  whofe  interefts  do 
not  lie  the  other  way. 

20  It  is  therefore  certain,  that  whofoever  fwears  by 
God’s  altar  $,  does  in  effed  fwear  by  all  the  oblations 
that  are  brought  to  it,  and  by  the  God  whofe  altar  it  is, 
and  to  whom  the  offerings  upon  it  are  made. 

21  And  whofoever  fwears  by  the  temple,  takes  that 

oath 


N  O  T  B  S. 

f  The  HcWtMtJl  who  were  mdllt  |  ChriQ  of  thdi:  forms  of  ter- 

proftjytct,  (hewed  the  bmereft  rancour  of  a(i  i»gk  (chip.  v.  14  *?v*)  :  Etat  he  here  inti- 
others  agabift  ChriftUmJy,  [Ath  xiiu  44*  mates,  that  fitch  oaths  mutt  to  all  mibn  be 
add  kWi  iy  ip.  snd  itii.  f,  <J,  13*)  :  And  Ibppolid  to  luvc  a  rcicrititc  to  Uud,  who 
yafiU  M&rlyr  aiftiplainpd,  that  the  Jrv'fi  only  can  be  a  witneft  of  ibo  truth,  aoi  jn  4- 
proftlytcs  were  doubly  more  bUfphemous  a-  vctiger  of  the  falfdk-ud,  of  uhar  liny  twoar 
jiiflit  the  name  of  Ch  rift,  and  ddlrorif  to  ty  ihf  crwhincs  that  are  rrUu-tl  io  Lim ;  and 
kill  ami  torment  believer*  in  hfrn,  than  ifcc  thzt  therefore,  if  ;my  u-cre  lb  foolilh  4>  to 
JiHi  were  tbctcfcl',  c*  i  &&  Trhfi.  t  lLc  Ejch  oaths,  1  hey  ww  bcuiiJ  to  ycitviui 

p,  yc,  tta  m'  as  writ  ds  !ii*  tuber- 


*74 

[hall  fntir  by  the 
temple*  foeareth 
by  it*  *h&  by 
hnnttat  f)*fUtth 
tberciQ. 

a*  And  he  that 
/halt  fo'rtl  by|)M- 
ven,  fwearrth  by 
the  throne  of 
God,  and  by  him 
that  Laeih  there¬ 
on- 
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juaft* 


oath  by  the  lkcrcd  houfe  which  was  built  at  the  com* 
mand  of  God,  consecrated  by  his  prefence,  and  ded ica* 
ted  to  him  ;  and  fo  in  cifed  fwcars  by  the  God  whofe 
temple  it  is,  and  who  in  a  fpectal  manner  rcfides  there* 

22  And,  to  mention  another  infbnce  in  ufe  among 
you,  whoever  he  be  that  fwcars  by  heaven,  which  is  th« 
feat  of  God’s  molt  glorious  majefty  and  dominion, 
fweais  in  cffc£t  by  him  who  dwells  and  rules  there.  So 
that  whatever  creatures  ye  fwear  by,  fmee  they  have  a 
relation  to  God,  it  is  implicitly  taking  an  oath  by  God 
bimfelf;  and  if  any  thing  could  be  fuppofed  to  abate 
the  obligation  anting  from  thence  in  one  of  thtfe  cafes 
more  than  in  another,  it  would  be  when  ye  fwear  by  a 
creature  of  the  more  diflant,  and  not  by  one  of  the  near* 
ex  relation  to  him* 

23  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  fclf* 
conceited  boafters !  For  ye  are  wonderfully  exaft  and 
fcrupulous  in  trifling  niceties  which  coft  you  little,  that 
ye  may  raife  your  reputation  with  the  people,  and  en¬ 
gage  the  priefts  in  your  in  ter  eft :  Ye  therefore  make  a 
great  Air  about  paying  tithes,  even  of  fuch  final!  herbs 
as  mint,  anife,  and  cummin ;  but  utterly  negleft  the 
moll  important  duties  of  the  law,  fucb  as  juftice  and 
mercy  toward  man,  and  faith  toward  God  in  all  the  re¬ 
velations  of  bis  will  under  the  prefect  difpenfadon  of 
grace,  together  with  all  faithfulnefs  toward  God  and 
man  :  Thcfe  are  the  momentous  vital  things  of  religioil 
that  ye  ought  to  have  made  your  iirft  aud  principal  care, 
and  thofe  other  trivial  things  Ihould  have  had  only  a  fub- 
or dilute  place  in  your  regards, 

24  Ye  are  certainly  very  ignorant  and  fuperftirious 
dire&ors  of  the  other  peoples  judgment  and  behaviour, 
while  ye  pretend  to  be  £b  very  conicienrious  about  the 
fmalleft  punctilios,  as  if  ye  were  afraid  of  the  Icaft  fm  ; 
and  yet  make  no  ferupfe  of  the  worft  neglects,  or  of 
committing  the  ttiod  notorious  wickednefles,  which  in 
comparifon  al  t  as  much  greater  than  thofe  that  ye  feem 
fo  careful  to  avoid,  as  a  camel  i$  than  a  gnat  t- 

25  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters  !  For  ye  are  exceeding  diligent  in  making  an 
outward  ilieur  of  religion,  in  nice  observances  of  exter¬ 
nal  waihings,  rites,  and  ceremonies,  like  perfcns  that 
are  very  curious  in  fcouring  the  outfides  of  their  cups 
and  diihcs,  and  making  them  bright;  but,  in  your  hearts 
and  fecret  behaviour,  ye  indulge  all  manner  of  abomi¬ 
nable 

NOTE. 

t  Herr  fifing  to  he  an  alluiJon  to  a  cuftoRi  of  finite::!  £  di-ir  liquors  before  they 

dnuk*  lcll  ti.cy  foeukl  iw*Lfow  fo  ihidf  oq  ijifoft  *  g:ut* 


43  Wo  unto 
7011,  Ccribd  and 
Phiirifces,  hypo¬ 
crites!  fur  yc  pay 
tithe  of  mint*  and 
jnife*  and  cum- 
juinv  urul  have  o 
Biitct-d  thcwfijjh- 
tier  matrersof  the 
law  *  judgment, 
mercy,  and  faith: 
thcfe  ought  ye  it> 
have  done,  and 
sot  to  ttjve  the 
other  undone. 


*  *4  Ye  blind 
guides  *  which 

(tr»in  At  a  goat* 

a  to  i'vailuw  a 


%$  Wo  sofo 
you*  feribes  and 
thtiiiccs,  hypo¬ 
crite*  !  for  ye 
make  dean  the 
oudidc  uf  the  cup 
and  of  the  platter, 
but  within  they 

are 


«4* 


un*  xxnn 

are  full  of  etfor 
lion  «d 


\6  Tie*  blind 
Phirifce,  dean  ft 
firj>  that  ii 

frkhln  the  cop 
and  planer,  that 
the  out'fidc  of 
them  may  be 
cfcin  alia. 


17  Wo  unto 
you*  (bribes  and 
Pharifett,  hypo¬ 
crites  !  for  y*  are 
like  unco  whited 
fcpuichm,  which 
indeed  appear 
beautifnJ  out  * 
ward  f  but  arc 

Vithin  fullofdend. 

mens  boner,  and 
of  all  unclean  nets, 

ad  Etch  lb  yc 

alio  our  ward]  y  ap¬ 
pear  righteous  un¬ 
to  men  ;  but  with¬ 
in*  ye  are  full  of 
bypocrify  and  ini¬ 
quity, 

ip  Wo  onto 
you*  Aribc*  and 
Pharifcts,  hypo¬ 
crites*  beexuftre 
build  the  tombs 
of  the  prophet  >, 
and  garniCh  the 

fcpulchref  of  the 
righteous, 

jo  And  (ay. 
If  we  had  been  in 
the  days  of  our 
iaxhen,  we  would 
not  bare  been 
partakers  with 
them  in  the  blood 
of  the  prophets, 
}i  Wherefore 
ye  be  wimefles 
unto  youriHve*, 
that  ye  are  the 
children  of  them 
which  killed  the 
prophet*. 

ja,  Fill  ye  up 

thru 
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nable  wickednefs,  to  get  riches  by  rapine  and  cruelty, 
and  ufe  them  with  luxury  and  intemperance,  ( 
like  perfoos  that  do  not  care  what  dirt  and  filth  there  is 
in  the  inlide  of  their  difhes  and  cups. 

26  O  llupid  Pbarifoe ,  who  know  eft  not  the  plague 
of  thine  own  heart,  fee  that  your  inmoft  thoughts  and 
fecret  praftices  be  firft  dcanfed  from  corrupt  principles, 
inclinations  and  defigns,  and  from  all  filthinefs  of  fleih, 
and  fpirit,  as  ever  you  would  be  truly  holy  io  your  life : 
Begin  within,  and  all  will  foon  appear  honourable  with* 
out;  and  a  trupulous  exattuefs  in  the  external  forms 
and  rites  commanded  in  the  Jaw,  will  then  better  be¬ 
come  you. 

27  Wo  unto  yon,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  pha- 
ri  fa  teal  hoafters f  For  ye  may  julUy  be  compared  to  the 
fepulchrcs  of  perfons  of  note,  which  are  whitened  and 
garnifhed,  and  fo  make  a  very  beautiful  outfide  appear¬ 
ance;  but  within  are  full  of  dead  mens  bones,  and  of 
naufeous  putrefaction. 

28  In  like  manner,  ye  make  a  fair  external  fhew  of 
religion,  and  appear  with  a  reputation  for  great  devo¬ 
tion  and  holinefs  among  men ;  but,  in  your  hearts  and 
fecret  behaviour,  are  full  of  all  odious  hypocrify  and  in¬ 
dulged  vices. 

29  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  teachers  and  vain 
boafters !  For  ye  yourfidves  pretend  to  have  a  high  ve¬ 
neration  for  the  ancient  prophets  and  holy  men  of  God  ; 
and,  in  token  of  your  honouring  their  memory,  build 
and  beautify  monuments  over  their  graves,  and  repair 
and  adorn  their  tombs  or  fepulchrcs,  which,  hy  means  of 
your  Care,  remain  to  this  very  day. 

30  And,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary  refpe£t  to 
their  cbara&ers,  ye  further  fay,  If  our  lot  had  been  to 
live  In  the  feveral  ages  of  our  predecdTors,  we,  their  de- 
feendents,  would  not  have  joined  with  them,  in  their 
cruel  persecutions  of  the  Lord’s  prophets,  and  in  put¬ 
ting  mem  to  death  for  righrooufnefc’  fake. 

31  Therefore,  by  your  own  confelfion,  ye  are  the 
children  of  thofe  very  perfons  who  wickedly  murdered 
the  holy  prophets ;  and  your  pra&ices  prove  that  ye 
really  are  fo  in  your  fpirits  and  temper:  Ye  are  the  true 
offspring  of  their  own  ltkencis,  and  tread  exa&ly  in 
their  perfecuting  fteps,  being  a  feed  of  evil-doers,  (16. 
i.  4.) ;  and  as  your  fathers  did,  fo  do  ye,  (Ails  vii.  51.} 

32  I  know  that  ye  are  now  wickedly  contriving,  and 
in  a  very  few  days  will  accomplish,  my  death  ;  and,  af¬ 
ter  that,  will  follow  my  apofUes  and  difciples  with  the 

like  barbarous  rage:  Go  on  then  in  your  own  wav;  yc 

'  will 
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then  the  mrafurc 

cf  yourttrhers. 


3)  Yeferpent** 
ye  generation  of 
httw  tut 
ytefopethedam- 
iulUul  of  bell  ? 


54  Wherefore 
UhM,  I  frnd 
unto  you  pro¬ 
phets,  and  vile* 
mew,  u*l  ftTibes : 
«od  jbmr  of  them 
ye  fhiill  kill  and 
crucify  3  an d&mc 
of  them  lhall  ye 
fcourgti  tn  your 

and 

pcrTccuto  tbiw 
from  city  to  city; 


3*  That  upon 
you  may  come 
all  tike  righteous 
blood  flwd  upon 
the  earth*  from 
the  blood  of  righ- 
tron?  Al>d,  onto 
the  Mood  of  Za- 
eSarias  ion  of  Ba* 
r^iM,  vhoro  ye 

flew  hctwmi  ifie 

tt:nple  and  the 
altar. 


will  thereby  complete  the  remainder  of  your  fathers 
iniquity,  till  the  mealure  of  this  nation’s  guilt  will  be 
filled  up,  and  will  ripen  It  for  utter  definition. 

33  O  ye  crafty,  malignant,  and  hypocritical  genera¬ 
tion  of  men,  who,  for  fubtilty,  venom,  and  Jpecious 
appearances,  are  like  ferpents  and  vipers!  though  ye 
mayimpofe  upon  men,  how  can  ye  anfwer  for  airy  our 
wickednefs  at  God’s  bar,  or  -efcape  his  righteous  and 
eternal  vengeance? 

34  Therefore,  to  leave  you  inexcufitble,  and  juftify 
God’s  righteous  proceedings  againft  you,  in  cafe  ye  itill 
perfifl  in  obftinats  infidelity  and  impenitence,  obferve 
the  following  declaration:  1,  by  virtue  of  my  divine  of¬ 
fice  and  authority,  will  fend,  to  you  of  this  nation,  mi¬ 
ni  fiers  of  the  New  Tefiament,  apofiles,  evangeiifis, 
paftors,  and  teachers,  who  (ball  be  noway  inferior  to 
the  ancient  prophets,  wife-men,  and  feribes ;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  your  receiving  them  and  their  meflage,  Tome  of 
them  ye  will  put  to  death  by  various  means}  others  ye 
will  crucify  ;  others  ye  will  lafli  with  thongs  and  rods 
in  your  places  of  public  worlhip,  where  your  ecclefiaili- 
cal  courts  are  kept }  and  others  ye  will  barafs  about, 
and  purfue  with  violence,  from  one  city  to  another  t, 
for  my  name’s  fake. 

35  All  this  will  ye  be  fuffered  to  do,  that,  as  ye  will 
involve  yourfelves  in  the  guilt  of  your  forefathers  fins, 
by  approving  of  them,  perGllmg  in  them,  and  adding 
to  them,  with  the  higeft  aggravations  of  (till  more  fla¬ 
grant  guilt  \  fo  the  utmoft  vengeance  may  be  executed 
upon  you  for  all  the  innocent  and  holy  blood  that  has 
been  {hed  for  rigliteoufnels'  fake,  even  from  the  days  of 
Abel  the  firfi  martyr,  whom  Cain  flew  becaufe  bit  own 
works  were  evil,  and  bis  brother *s  righteous,  ( i  John  iii. 
I  a.}  dotrn  to  the  days  of  Zacbariae,  the  ton  of  Bara- 
cbias  or  Jekoiada  },  whom  ye  of  this  nation  flew  in  the 
cTurt  of  tbs  Lord’s  kouje,  between  the  temple  and  the 
altar  of  buritt-offering,  beesufe  he,  under  an  afflatus  of 
of  the  Spirit,  reproved  the  peopie  for  their  idolatry,  and 
with  his  laft  breath  fold.  The  Lord  look  upon  if,  and  re* 


NOTES. 


quire 


f  All  this  wts  exactly  fulfilled :  They 

ftonctl  SUfkdt l  lo  death*  A&i  vii*  f  p. ;  kill¬ 
ed  Jztccj  with  the  frord*  Ath  lii.  a. ;  be- 
fctart  Pm /,  and  crwlifd  JV/er,  Enfrh*  lib, 
iheap-  is* ;  foowged  the  apnftlc**  j tffl*  v. 
ifi. ;  punHbed  the  difcipJcs  in  evtry  fyoa- 
f^KpK,  and  perfeented  them  ctcu  to  flrange 
Cities,  Afh  xitL  li. 

\  Rtrr  '■(# -j  aoi!  are  nsmn  n f  like 

figoihcaiion ;  and  Chilli  Items  to  rtfer  to 


thU  In  fiance  rather  than  any  other*  liecatife 
this  U  the  Ltt  on  record  of  the  prophets  it>t 
wct c  Haiu  by  the  Jrvs  for  reproving  their 
iniquities :  nvui  beeaafe  Cod's  requiring  tUs 
blood  h  particularly  taken  notice  of  in  imp* 
tore*  as  veil  ^  that  of  ^r/  ;  And  fome  flip- 
pnfr,  that  Chrtft  herein  bad  liltevifr  a  pro¬ 
phetic  rtfercTu'e  to  the  death  of  another  Zn- 
fj6.jri.ij,  the  bin  of  fiorafi,  who  Jiftfh »j  fay* 
was  killed  in  the  temple  a  little  before  th* 
acthufl'iou  uf  'JtmfoliBu 
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quire  it ,■  thereby  intimating}  by  tbc  fpirit  of  prophecy* 
that  God  would  require  hia  blood  at  their  hands, 
(a  Chrm<  txWj  io,  21,  22.) 

is  36  I  affuredly  tell  yon,  that  God  will  reckon  with 

thcS  tilings  fail  you  the  prefont  age,  for  all  this  righteous  blood,  the 
come  upon  this  guilt  of  which  your  ftill  greater  wicked nefs  of  the  fame 
generation.  kind  hath  entailed  upon  yourfolves;  and  the  mod  dread¬ 
ful  wrath  ihall  fall  upon  you,  at  if  ye  had  been  the  miir* 
derera  of  all  thefe  holy  men  and  fervants  of  the  Lord. 

3;  O  Jernfo'  37  0  Jerufalm,  Jerusalem,  how  deplorable  is  thy 
ttoo  'ttnwi  cafe,  who  wert  once  the  holy  and  beloved  city  of  Goa, 
the  prophets,  ,ad.  and  the  joy  of  the  whole  earth !  Thou  art  now  become 
fond}  them  fo  infamous  for  (bedding  blood,  that  a  prophet  cannot 

ptrijb  but  in  thee,  (Luke  xiii.  33.);  and  fo  furious  is 
ttn  would  I  have  thy  rage,  that  thou  art  fet  upon  Honing  them  for  im- 
githered  tbv  dtil-  poftors,  whom  God,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  tbereyfafiJ 

v«i'a*°abjr’ip-  w**^  ^if'bie tokens  of  his  favour  and  authority,  hath 
thenth  ber-dup-  font  to  thee.  How  often  have  I  laboured  by  my  doGrihe 
kens  seder  hr  and  miracles,  folemn  warnings,  kind  invitations,  and 

wc2d ’not !  **  tenders  of  mercy,  to  call  tfay  inhabitants*  even  thy 

wicked  and  rebellious  children,  to  repentance,  and  to 
bring  them  in  to  myfdf!  And  what  gracious  overtures 
'  have  I  made  to  proic£t,  eherifli,  comfort  and  lave  them, 
with  a  care  and  tendernefo  like  shat  of  a  ben  to  gather 
her  chickens  under  her  wings  when  Ihc  apprehends 
them  to.  be-in  danger !  But,  alas  (  ft  refufod  my  coun- 
fol,  and  would  have,  none  of  my  reproof ;  ye  obftinate- 
ly  perilled  in  your  infidelity  and  in  your  fins,  aad  would 
not  fufamit  to  my  grace  and  gpvernment  for  your  owh 
folvation. 

3*  Behold ,  38  Behold  therefore,  now  the  glory  is  departed  $ 

LZ  y°ur  timc,  °f  mcrcy  is  °vJer  5  yc  arc  fry*.  «p»  hr  £e 

righteous  judgment  of  God,  as  an  incorrigible  people  ; 
and  your  city*  temple,  and  nation,  are  abandoned  to 
utter  ruin  and  deviation.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xl& 

43*  44*)  . 

39  f  or  1  fiy  39  For  I  affure  you*  that  I  will  ndw  take  my  f  laft 
oonroo,  Tefhati  forewel  of  you,'  will  come  into  your  temple  no  more, 
t°Lu  -H* will  foon  leave  this  world  and  go  to  the  Father  j  alter 

’  7*  Hyt  which  ye  (hall  not  fee  me  again,  fill  the  time  of  my 

fecond  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  when  every 
eye  Ihall  foe  me,  and  ye  (hall  be  forced  to  own  that  I 

Vat.  L  t  M  «n 

NOTE. 

V 

f  Ytiw  was  the  lift  felcmn  watnbg  that  when  be  wtpt  fltef  the  city,  u  he  wif  riding 
Chrid  JtfuJakm*  aftrf  two  othm  tn  triumph  w  ft,  on  the  firft  day  61  the  ***» 

that  are  tefcotded  j  ooc  in  nit  34»  3J*  callctiinontiiinanick!  ,■  nhrrc1 

which  otcaGoncd  by  the  Pbarrfm  fu£-  « 'bis  was  afterwards  in  die  temple,  juft  Irf* 
y  Ring  that  ftoW  defigued  to  hilt  liiiii ;  and  fow  TiU  Lift  departure  ftwn  ft*  m*  a  J* 
3?  cdift  in  Lu^t  Jtix*  ffj  sfxiv-  J- 


The  Evangefijf  MatthEw  paraphr&fcd,  Ch.  sxiu. 
%»  Bieflcd  is  u  am  the  tnte  Meffiab,  and  would  be  glad  to  join  in  the 

acclamations  ye  lately  heard*  and  were  enraged  at,  while 
the  children  and  people  tang  their  boCanna’s,  faying, 
Blcfled  is  be  that  conieth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  (chap. 

xiL  9,  15.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

r  With  whit  humility,  integrity,  and  contempt  of  tins  world,  fhrald  the  miiri- 
fters  of  Chrift  behave  !  and  how  fljoul d  they  five  the  doGrines  they  pre#cb,  and 
not  Ion!  it  over  their  hezrere!  Bat  if  any  9#  his  fcrvmtfl  aft  oafuitabiy  to  charao 
ter,  their  doctrine  is  acvertbeldk  to  be  regarded  as  far  a » it  agreca  with  the  word 
of  God,  though  their  diJbidcriy  fives  are  not  to  be  Imitated*.  And  wo  unto  them 
who  either  pervert  the  focrcd  oracles,  or,  under?  pretence  of  piety,  are  guilty  rf 
the  vileft  abominations;  who  aim  at  dominion  over,  mens  faith  and  confetences, 
am!  neither  embrace  the  gofpel  therofclvcs,  nor  ceafe  from  hindering  others  that 
ftem  to  be  well  afiefted  towards Jt ;  who  are  food  of  fpecious  appearances  of  ex* 
ternal  fandlty,  but  whole  hearts  are  full  of  all  impurity;  who  are  fuperftitioufly 
fcnipuloua  about  trifles,  and  negleft  the  mot  important  things  of  Ctniftianky ; 
and  who  make  light  of  oaths,  and  manage  all  their,  religion  with  fecubjr  views  ! 
Sow  can  fuch  as  thefe  efcape  the  damnation  of  hell?  Chrift  will  find  out  every 
hypocrite,  and  take  vengeance  Upon  them  another  day*  1A  the  mean  whBe,  with 
what  faithfulneft  and  companion,  conddcenfion  and  grace,  does  he  deal  with  all 
forts  of  Turners  in  the  gofpd  i  But  what  a  deplorable  condition  are  they  in,  who 
tieverthdefs  go  on  in  their  trefpAflre,  and  reje&liim  by  unbelief;  and  Hpcct&Hy 
who, indulge  a  perfecting  fpint,  which  will  one  time  or  other  bring  down  the 
heavieft  vengeance  upon  their  own  heads  1  Let  them  that  condemn  this  or  any  ini- 
qufty  In  other*,  take  heed  of  pra&icall?  approving  it  by  doing  the  fame  them- 
fclves:  For  a  time  is  coming,  When  the  iniquity  of  Impenitent  finners  will  be  full, 
£ttd  God  will  heap  the  raeamres  of  wrath  which  they  have  been  treafuritig  up  to 
themfeives  agalnft  the  day  of  wrath  and  revelation  of  his  rightedoa  judgment.  Oh 
that  we  might  alt  know  the  things  that  belong  to  oar  peace,  before  they  be  hid 
from  our  eyes!  and  that  when  Chrift  appears  again,  we  maybe  glad  with  exceed¬ 
ing  joy  i 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

*  » 

drift  predicts  tit  defir uSion  of  Jerufalem,  and  the  end  ef  the  world, 
1,-35.  dnd  th*  toRtxptHIed  fuddenjufs  if  his  coming  to  judgment, 
36,--- 41.  And givet  •warning  to  us  to  vt&tcb,  42,'— 51. 


TelT*  Pa  RATH  RASE, 

went COon  after  the  foregoing difcoarfe,  Jefus  departed 
audd<pv«dfn>nt  ^  from  the  temple  $  and,  as  he  was  going  out,  bis  dif* 

“**  **?!*•*  w^°  beard  the  wo  he  had  j  uft  oefore  denounced 
*g“Oft  Jtrvfdem  and  the  holy  place,  came  up  to  him, 
Aim  ih«  buildings  and  defired  him  to  take  a  view  of  the  magnificent  bean* 
«f  du  unpk.  tiful  ftru&ure  and  ornaments  of  the  various  parts  of  the 

temple ;  as  if  they  thought  that  he,  as  well  as  they, 
would  admire  this  (lately  pile  of  building,  and,  upon 
obferving  it,  might  reverie  bis  dreadful  (entence  againil  H 
*  And  Jtfin  a  But  (r«)  jefus  anfweied,  Are  not  ye  too  much 

Secy  emit  all  theft  **^en  *be  external  pomp  and  glory  of  all  thefe 

things?  things  i  and  do  ye  nor  look  upon  them  with  too  much 


Ch.  nir. 

things?  verily  I 
fry  unto  you  f 
TbettftuHoot  be 

left  here  one  fio«tc 

upon  toother  * 
that  fhall  not  be 
thrown  down, 
j  And  *1  beta 
op an  the  mount 
of  Olivet*  the  dif* 
ciplet  came  unto 
him  privately , 
laying,  Tdl  ill, 
when  flu  LI  thde 
things  be?  and 
«h*>rffcthe 
£n  of  thy 
pning,  and  of  the 
udofthe  world  ? 


4  And  tcfui 
anfurered  and  £ud 
unto  them.  Take 
heed  that  no  man 
deceive  you* 


S  Far  many 
/hall  come  In  my 
name,  faying,  I 

am  Chrirt;  and 

fail  deceive  Du¬ 
al’ 


6  Andyeflull 
hear  of  wan,  and 
tnoiDun  of  wue  r 
lee  that  ye  be  not 
troubled  ;  for  all 

a*/* 
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concern  at  the  thought  of  their  being  laid  watte  f  Firm 
and  (lately  as  ye  now  behold  this  edifice  to  be,  1  Joleran* 
K  affine  you  it  (hall  be  fo  entirely  demolifhed,  that  not 
u>  much  as  one  Acne  of  it  thall  be  left  upon  another  f. 

3  And  being  now  come  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  where 
he  feated  himfelf  over  again  ft  the  temple,  and  might 
have  a  full  profpeft  of  it ;  fome  of  his  difclples,  no 
longer  difputing  the  truth  or  funds  of  what  he  bad  faid, 
came  in  private  manner,  and  begged  of  him  to  give 
them  bis  anfwcr  to  tbe following queftions,  viz.  when 
fltall  thefe  dreadful  things,  which  thou  haft  told  us  a* 
bout  tbe  city  and  temple,  come  to  pals  ?  and  by  what 
difcernible  figns  or  tokens  (hall  we  know  the  time  of  thy 
coining  to  let  op  thy  kingdom  in  all  its  glory,  and  to 
fulfil  thefe  threatenings ;  and  the  time  of  the  confum> 
nation  of  all  things  at  the  end  of  the  world  J  ?  . 

4  Then,  to  check  their  curiofity,  and  lead  them  to 

wbat  was  moil  important  to  thcmlelvcs,  Jefus,  in  his 
reply,  faid,  Beware  that  no  man  feduce  or  impofe  upon 
you  by  falfie  and  fpedous  pretences  relating  to  the  Mef- 
fiah  and  his  kingdom, 

5  For,  before  the  things  I  fpeak  of  (hall  he  accom* 
plilhed,  feveral  impoftors  will  fet  up  for  the  Chrift,  each 
of  them  perfonating  me,  and  profelling  himfdf  to  be  the 
Mefliah  whom  God  has  lent  to  be  the  Redeemer  of 
i/nulf  and  by  their  pretended  miracles,  tricks  of  art, 
and  fair  promifes  of  delivering  theit  followers,  they  will 
draw  many  after  them. 

6  Ye  (hall  likewife  hear  of  great  broils  and  infumc- 
rions,  battles  and  tumults,  and  of  peoples  being  rerri- 
fied  with  alarms  of  war ;  but  do  not  be  difeouraged  and 
diftrefled  in  your  minds  at  thefe  things,  fo  as  to  with* 

M  a  draw 

N  O  T  B  SL 


f  The  Jetty  writer*  diemftta*  tdl  a, 
tbit  ibis  was  mo ft  punctually  fulfilled  at  the 
liege  «f  udder  Tilut  the  R&nun 

commander ;  who,  though1  he  would  fun 
have  preferred  the  temple,  could  not  prevent 
the  IbMkriburoiiig  and  defiroybgU;  There* 
upon  he  ordered  them  to  dig  up  its  founds* 
tiou* ;  and  Taram  JbrfW  ploughed  up  tbe 
ground  on  which  it  had  flood.  The  fame 
might  be  ofcfervcd  of  all  the  following  parts 
of  thefe  predictions*  relirfngto  thedeftrcCfcion 
of  the  city  and  temple,  as  an  unmfwerable 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion* 

1  It  fbems  probable,  that  -the  dlfeiples 
though  Mhedcftru&oo  of  their  temple,  dry, 
and  sadon,  would  be  tbe  end  of  this  world  it* 
felf :  Bur,  be  that  as  It  will,  our  Lord,  in  his 
aofwtr,  took  no  notice  of  it;  bnt  marked 
vox  the  Tigris  of  bis  coming  to  deftfoy  Jury* 


JaUtat  and  rftabUfh  bis  kingdom  on  earth,  in 
fbch  a  maimer  as  at  the  fame  time  looked 
forward,  and  might,  in  moft  drtumft^cet 
be  applied,  to  bis  coming  to  judgment  at  the 
Uft  day,  of  which  the  deftroftioa  of  Jn*fa- 
t?m  was  a  lively  type  or  emblem.  And  in 
that  view  I  hove  coitfnfercd  diem  in  the  pa* 
repbrafe,  according  to  an  uTual  way  of  in* 
terpraing  prophecies ;  for  many  prophecies 
of  tbe  00  Tcftamcnt,  which  bad  an  imme¬ 
diate  relation  to  the  atfairs  of  the  Tews,  are 
hatrepreted  by  Chrift  himfdf,  and  his  apo- 
,fU«,  as  having  had  a  ftill  further  reference 
to  the  p>TpeMhtc  i  But  it  feems  to  me,  that 
as  fbore  of  the  Lord's  cKpreffioor,  in  thisdit- 
courfe,  may  be  applied  in  common,  both  co 
the  dcliniflion  of  y<r^/w,  and  the  end  vf 
tbe  world;  fo  there  are  others  *hic h  more 
directly  rebec  to  the  firft,  ar.i  tfUtl5  to  till 
Lit  of  thefe  great  cvcritj. 


i8o  *Ibe EvangeKji  Matthew  faraphrafed.  Ch.  xxiv. 

i bps  draw  your  faith  io  me,  or  neglcd  your  profeflion  and 

fj*"1' p31'1  hnc  preaching  of  my  gofpel :  For,.  I  tell  you  beforehand, 
c  u  not  yet.  ^  j^efc  commotions  muft  precede  the  otter  deftrudion 

of  JcrufaUm ;  but  thefe  are  not  the  laft  calamities  that 
the  Jews  (halt  endure :  Tribulations  of  tbe  like  fort  (hall 
follow  them  after  this,  and  be  a&ed  over  again  before 
the  end  of  the  world. 

<r  Fw  njtuKi  7  For,  m  this  and  the  following  ages,  one  fet  of 
flwl  t  rife  agaiofi  people  take  up  arms  again  ft  another,  Jews  againft 

eCapilnrlking-  Gentiles,  and  Gentiles  againft  Jews,  and  one  Hate  a* 
itwn and  there  gainft  another :  Difcords  and  tumults,  civil  and  foreign 
(hall  be  famine*,  wargj  qrill  rage  in  PaJcfiine,  and  other  places  border- 

*".l  nPi'iiq^ei  "»g  “pop  n »  and»  befides  thefe  tenors,  there  (hall  be 
In  diven  pkecs.  grievous  famines,  plagues,  and  earthquakes,  in  feveral 


S  AiHhtTcdjrf 


(He  Jiegirximg  of 
furrow*. 


p  Thtn  OttU 

tHey  dfliffir  you 
up  to  be  liHiltedr 
and  (hall  kill  you  ; 
And  ye  frail  bi  ha¬ 
ted  of  all  itaijpnf 
fox  ray  Dime's 
fike. 


ro  And  then 

IhaU  m*iy  l>e  of¬ 
fended,  and  frail 
hetray  ano¬ 
ther,  and  Dull 
bale  one  iioothtr. 


it  And  mi- 

Ay  falfe  prOphefi 
Cbatl  rii«^  and  fball 
devcitc  many. 


countries. 

&  All  thefe  ate  indeed  dreadful  judgments and  yet 
they  are  but  the  beginnings  of  thofe  miferies  that  will 
complete  the  deftruftion  of  tbe  Jevttfb  nation,  and  that 
wilt  come  upon  all  the  wicked  and  ungodly  in  the  final 
judgment  at  the  laft  day. 

9  Moreover,  as  to  what  efpecially  relates  to  you,  my 
fervants  and  difciples ;  ye  (hall  fuffer  a  great  fight  of  af- 
fti&ions  *,  your  enemies  (hall  reproach  and  perfecute 
you,  and  deliver  you  up  to  courts  of  judicsriire,  to  pri¬ 
sons  and  deaths ;  and  all  forts  of  men,  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles,  high  and  low,  and  people  of  all  nations  wherever 
ye  may  be  Scattered,  fltall  be  filled  with  prejudices,  and 
vent  their  fpite  and  malice  againft  you,  becaufe  ye  preach 
and  profefs  my  name. 

to  And  many,  who  call  themfdves  Chriftians,  will 
be  fo  (hocked  at  thefe  tribulations,  as  to  fall  oft  from 
their  profeflion,  and  turn  apoftates  ;  and  then,  as  they 
were  but  wolves  in  (beep’s  doathing  before,  they  will 
difeover  a  moil  malignant  temper,  and  treacheroufly 
turn  informers  againft '  their  brethren,  to  whom  they 
pretend  the  grcateft  fricndfbip,  and  will  do  them  all  tbe 
mifehief  they  can. 

ti  Many  falfe  teachers  alfo  (hall  appear,  either  a- 
mong  the  feast,  or  among  pretenders  to  Chriftianity, 
who  fliall  amufe  the  people  with  feigned  prophecies  of 
good  days,  and  preach  horrid  errors,  thereby  perverting 
many  from  the  truth  to  their  own  pernicious  fchemes 
and  dodrines. 


t*  Afidbceaafr 
iniquity  Ibti  a- 
'bnufiil,  rJio  love 

fcf  many  frail  wax 
celdi 


1 2  And  becaufe  a  malignant,  treacherous,  and  per¬ 
fecting  fpirit  in  fome,  and  ern  rs  and  apoftaftes  in  o- 
thers,  will  fill  thefe  days  with  abounding  wiekednefs  ) 
therefore  many,  though  not  all,  who  dill  retain  their 
profdfion  of  my  gofpel,  will  be  apt  to  grow  indifferent 
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in  religion,  cool  and  Ihy  toward  one  another,  and  lofe 
their  former  zeal  for  my  glory,  truths  and  ways, 
t)  Battothtt  But,  as  there  ever. will  be  a  remnant  according  to 
ilie  lw  tl**  ele&ion  of  grace,  who  flaall  not  draw  back  to  perdi- 
Ouit  U  fried.  tion ;  lb,  for  your  encouragement,  I  tell  you,  that  who* 

ever  {hail  patiently  bear  tbefe  fiery  trials,  and  (hall  nc- 
vertbelefs  perfcverc  in  the  faith  and  holniefs  of  the'  go- ' 
fpd  to. the  end  of  that  portion  of  troubles  that  may.  be- 
fal  him,  and  to  -the  end  of  his  days  he  fitall  ftatid 
fair  for  a  prefervatioo,  hy  fpecial  providence,  from  the 
extreme  dittreffes  that  will  be  the  total  ruin  of  others, 
and  (hail  certainly,  by  fpecial  grace,  receive  the  end  of 
his  faith,  even  the  Git  vat  ion  of  his  foul. 

14  And  ihi*  14  And  while  thefe  troubles  and  perforations  are 
ESd°!5k”£  *Preat*’  ng  abroad,  and  (battering  niy  dilciples  far  and 
pnvhedin all iK*  wide,  the  gofpd,  which  is  the  great  charter  of  my  king- 
world,  for  a  wit*  dom  of  grace  and  glory,  (liall  be  publiflied  through  all 

rtfio  ™  'then  l^e  ^7man  empire,  among  the  Gentiles  as  well  as  jewt 
fliaUtheenilfoinr.  thar  it  may  be  a  reftimony  to  my  authority,  for  the  fal- 

vation  of  them  that  believe,  and  (or  the  righteous  con* 
fofion  of  them  that  reject  it,  in  all  the  nations  round 
about  you :  And  as  foon  as  this  is  done,  the  JrwiJb 
nation,  together  with  their  city  and  temple,  (hall  be 
utterly  deuroyed.  And,  after  this  goipel  (hall  have 
had  an  univeifal  fpread  through  .all  the  habitable  parrs 
of  the  earth,  the  whole  defign  of  God  by  it  Ihall  be  fi- 
ntfhed ;  all  his  ele£l  (hall  be  brought  into  the  kingdom  i 
and  this  world  (hall  come  to  its  final  dillblurion. 


ij  When  ye 
therefore  Lh*li  ;be 
the  abomination 
of  t\  ii  blot  u  n ,  fpo- 
ken  of  by  Da* 

niel  tbe  propbet, 

ftaqd  in  thr  holy 
plate  ;  (wliofo 
teuktli,  let  him 
underftrod  :) 

rtf  Then  lot 
them  Which  be  in 
Judea,  flee  into 
the  moon  tains. 


1  j  Whenever  therefore,  as  to  the  firft  of  thefe  pe¬ 
riods  relating  to  the  Jeiuijb  nation,  ye  (hall  fee  the  /fo- 
man  army  compa  fling  the  city  of  Jerufalem,  and  erec¬ 
ting  their  ftandard  in  the  holy  land,  which  Darnel  (poke 
of  as.  the  abominable  thing  that  makes  defolafc  [Dan% 
xi*  31.)  then  let  him  who  reads  DanieP$  prophecy,  un- 
derftand  that  it  will  foon  be  accomplilhed  in  die  confla¬ 
gration  of  Jerufalem  by  that  army. 

1 6  Then,  knowing  that  utter  deftrudion  of  the 

Jrwifl)  nation  and  polity  is  at  band,  let  them  which-  are 
in  Judea  flee  for  their  lives  to  fome  diftant  mountains 
or  fecrct  places,  to  hide  and  (belter  themfelves  from 
the  naileries  from  which  there  will  be  no  other  way  of 
efc^pe. 

17  And 

NOTES. 


t  When  the  by  their  cruel  peifer 

tttfion*,  had  driven  the  spoftta  but  of 
the  congregation  of  thp  faithful  in  Jmfa* 
l*m  were  ordered*  by  &  diftoe  oradf*  reveal¬ 
ed  to  their  m oft  approved  men*  u*  depart 
from  tfccoce  to  a  village  beyond  Jbrdp r,  call* 
Faia  j  and  after  they  were  got  thither,  the 


vengeance  of  Ood  utterly  dcftiuycd  the  wick* 
td  generation  of  the  Jctm.  SLufch  4i£.  in* 
cap.  s/ 

|  It  wbb  thus  called,  becuufc  this  army  of 
Uabiroia  ]K«bcn$t  fighting  under  a  banner 
ofiTTKigt*,  which  the  Jfrwj- abhorred*  would 
by  thor  temple,  city,  and  country,  4efpUtc^ 


h 
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The  EvangeHJl  M 


Cfa.XOK 


t  i  Xi<t  btu 
which  ts  on  the 
lioufe  *  top)  not 
ttme  r  dowp  to 
take  any  thing 
ml  of  hi<  hoofe  ; 

it  Netiher  let 
him  which  is  in 
Ih*  field,  reiqm 
hack  u>  t^kc  his 
clothes. 


xp  And  wood- 
to  them  that  m 
with  child,  and  to 
them  that  the 
Adt  iti  iho&dayti 

%o  Butpnyyo 
tbit  ywr  fcigfi; 
bo  not  ia  the  win* 
ter*  nen  her  on  the 
labbjtb*day : 


at  For  then 
fctU  hr  great  ti> 
butatfon,  foch  as 
ms  not  tint*  the 
bcpnniiir  of  the 
world  tothiitime, 

*o,  dot  (w  dull 
be. 

it  Andenctpt 
thole  days  Iboqld 

be  jhorteood  » 
there  Should  no 
fltflibtfircd  !  hit 

ferthtde&Jiikc, 
thede  days '/Stall 
be  iburtued* 


1 7  And,  as  this  calamity  will  be  exceeding  fudden, 
Jet  not  fach  as  may  be  on-  tHe  tops  of  their  houfes  when 
the  alarm  comes,  lofe  any  time  by  going  in  to  tale  their 
goods  along  with  them  %  t 

18  Nor  let  fnch  as  may  be  abroad  in  the  fields  venture 
to  go  home  for  their  doaths  or  any  of  the  moll  valuable 
things  they  have  in  their  houfes ;  but  let  them  flee,  as 
Lot  did  out  of  Sodatu,  without  any  lingering  or  delay,  as 
ever  they  hope  to  efcape  with  their  lives  in  thofe  days 
of  imminent  danger. 

19  And  wo  to  them  who  in  thofe  perilons  times 
(ball  be  uncapable  of  making  a  fpeedy  flight,  fuch  as  wo* 
men  with  child,  and  with  infants  hanging  upon  their 
breaftB !  It  will  be  very  difficult  for  them  and  their  ten* 
der  babes  to  avoid  the  furious  rage  of  the  enemy. 

20  And  (th)  as  there  will  be  a  needfity  of  the  ut* 
mod  hade,  beg  of  God  fo  to  order  it  in  his  providence, 
that  ye  may  not  be  called  to  fly  at  the  mod  inconvenient 
and  andeGrable  times ;  that  it  may  not  be  in  the  win¬ 
ter  feafon,  when  the  days  are  Ihort,  and  the  roads  dirty 
and  incommodious  for  expedition ;  and  beg  that  it  may 
not  be  on  the  fabbath-day,  when  the  Jrwt  will  be  apt 
to  flop  your  journey  and  retard  your  efcape,' and  judai- 
zing  Cnriftians  to  Icruple  travelling  for  their  own  fafety : 

li  For  as  the  fins  of  that  time  wil]  be  the  mod  ag¬ 
gravated  s  ib  its  terrors  and  miferies  will  be  the  mod 
alftreffing  and  {hacking  that  ever  were  felt  by  any  na¬ 
tion  from  the  beginning  of  .the  world  to  tbat  day,  or  ever 
(hall  be  afterwards  till  the  confummation  of  all  things. 

22  So  that  if  the  dreadful  calamities  of  thofe  days 
(hould  be  fufFcred  to  continue  in  all  their  feveritics 
without  redraint,  it  would  be  impoflifale  that  any  within 
the  confines  of  Judea  (hduld  furvive  them ;  Hut  God, 
in  his  merciful  providence,  will  order  them  to  be  Ihor- 
ter  than  he  might  righteoufly  have  determined  and  the 

enemy  deligned,  or  than,  all  things  con  fide  red,  could 
have  been  reafooably  expe&ed ;  that  his  eled  which  (hall 
then  be  living,  whether  called  or  uncalled,  may  not  ut¬ 
terly  be  cut  off$  and  that  the  birth  of  a  cholen  race  may 
not  be  prevented,  which  are  afterwards  to  defeend  from 
(brae  of  that  generation,  and  to  be  called  in  their  fealbn, 
till  all  the  purpofes  of  his  gratae  dull  be  accomplilhed 
towards  them. 


N  o 

F  J  Hut  b  a  plain  aUaloD  to  the  cvffom  of 
building  t he  Jevrifi  houfo,  which  uert  ge¬ 
nerally  To* -built,  fht-roofed,  fnnoundat 
With  tuttlemeMi  about  kreaft  high :  There 
they  ofed  to  walk,  fit,  oonverfr  tog c\her,  me- 
dittfc,  ud  pray,  and  Jomttfatcr  preach  to 


if, 

T  E. 

to  the  people  b  toed*;  and  they  often  hid 
JUka  or  Udders  on  the  outftde  erf  the  bmrfe, 
by  which  they  could  go  up  and  down  when 
they  plcaicd,  u  /ceps  pUmty  ioliioated* 
Start  xiUv 
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jt|  Tbtn  ifany 
Dun  fhiU  &y  on¬ 
to  yon,  1^  ben 
it  Chrifl.qrthcct; 
believe  if  not* 

14  JFur  xhere 

flpll  iriic  £alfe 
thrifts  an4  falfe 
prnphcU  t  and 

dull  Ihev  gmc 
lljns  and  tfon* 
dm  f  infonrucli 
ihat  (if  it  wrt 
potitUt  )  thef 
null  decern  the 
very  drfl, 

*5  Behold,  I 
have  kdd  foo  be¬ 
fore. 


jrf  Wherefore 
if  they  fall  fay 
unio  yon,  Behold, 
he  ii  in  the 
ilifirt  i  po  not 
Jbnb;  Behold,  Ac 
u  in  the  feertt 
chjaibtn  ;  be  - 
)i*te  d  not-. 


ay  For  h  the 
lightning  corned* 
ow  of  the  eaflt. 
And  (hinetfa  even 

unto  the  weft  t  to 
foil!  aJ(b  thr  co¬ 
in  iog  of  the  Soil 
of  min  be* 


*4  For  where* 
fbever  the  oreife 
it,  there  wilt  the 
eagle*  be  gathered 

Together, 


«•  amidft  thole  tribulations,  it  fliall  be  reported 
by  deluded  or  defigning  men,  that  in  this  or  the  other 
place  the  Melliah  is  rifen  up  to  deliver  you  out  of  the 
hands  of  your  enemies  ;  do  not  give  any  credit  to  them. 

24  For  impoftors  will  appear ;  fome  of  which  will 
Jet  up  (or  the  Mefliah  »  and  others  will  bring  in  perni- 
cious  errors,  and  pretend  to  a  prophetic  fpirit,  and  by 
magic  arts,  and  other  fallacies,  will  doj  or  feem  to  do, 
prodigious  feats,  to  the  drawing  away  of  many  ;  and  fo 
ftrong  will  their  ddufious  be,  that,  were  it  poffible  to 
defeat  the  purpafe  of  God,  they  wonld  deceive  the  very 
elefk  themfelves  to  tbeir  perdition. 

25  Behold,  I  now  give  you,  my  profeffing  difeipfes, 
warning  Of  theft  things  beforehand,  that  whenever  they 
appear,  ye  may  neither  be  Humbled  at  them,  nor  milled 
by  them. 

26  If  therefore  any  Jhallfpread  a  report,  and  fay  un¬ 
to  you.  Behold,  the  time  of  falvation  to  Ifrael  is  at 
hand,  the  Mefliah  now  appears  in  a  certain  Jolicary  wil* 
demefe,  that  the  people  may  Hock  to  him  for  deliver* 
ance  from  their  enemies;  do  not  ye  go  out  to  meet  him: 
Or  if  they  fay,  Behold,  he  conceals  himfelf  in  fome 
private  retirement,  waiting  for  a  fir  opportunity  to  dif- 
eover  himfelf  $  do  not  believe  it :  Look  upon  all  fuch 
reports  as  mere  impofitions.  , 

37  For  as  lightning  di  Aides  and  makes  itfelf  evident 
through  all  places,'  from  one  part  of  the  heavens  to  the 
other,  in  an  infant ;  Go  the  MefEah  fliall  foddenly  ap¬ 
pear,  with  furprifing  power,  to  deftrov  the  Jew  thro* 
all  their  hod  at  once,  and  to  fpread  his  gofoel  with  it- 
reGHible  light  and  efficacy,  far  and  wide,  through  the 
earth:  And  lo  his  coming  to  judge  the  world  will  be  ae 
the  laft  day. 

28  For  as  eagles,  which  are  greedy  of  .their  prey, 
gather  about  a  dead  carafe  with  the  fpeedieft  flight, 
wherever  they  find  it ;  fo  the  Roman  army,  which  bears 
eagles  in  its  enfigns,  will  rulh,  with  impetuous  fwilt- 
neu,  upon  the  expiring  fate  of  the  Jm,  and  feize  it, 
like  a  dead  body,  for  their  prey.  And  innumerable 
converts  will  flock  to  a  crucified  Saviour,  with  all  ala¬ 


crity  and  fpeed,  as  a  wilting  people  in  the  day  of  his 
power.  And,  in  like  manner,  all  the  faints  will  be 
gathered  to  him  with  exceeding  joy,  in  the  twinkling 
of  an  eye,  when  the  laft  trump  fliall  found,  and  the 
dead  {hall  be  ratfed. 

»» Tmmrilue*  29  Immediately  after  the  diftre  fling  troubles  that  will 
et*  arife  in  the  days  of  the  JciuiJb  cataftrophe,  fuch  fliall 
.  days,  be  the  defolation  upon  the  temple  and  Jervfakm>  and 

M  4  the 


1 34 


day* » 

fan  be  tUrkened, 
and  the  moan 
Jh*U  not  jivt  her 
lichr,  and  the  Airs 
(h&Jl  h\\  froin 
heaven,  and  the 
pciwm  of  the  hea¬ 
vens  fljaU  be 
fcffl. 


T?m  Evangekjl  Matthew  farapbrafoi,  Ch,  xs^ 

(hall  ih?  the  cities  of  Judea,  and  £t>  entire  the  fubverGon  of  their 

eccleliaftical  and  civil  ftatc,  that  it  may  be  met4phon* 
cally  reprofented  by  the  fuo,  moon,  and  ftais  loGruj 
their  light,  and  all  the  ordinances  of  heaven  being  dif? 
folved,  as  the  prophets  ufed  to  exprefs  fuch  confufioos, 
{I/a.  xiii.  18.&  »xir*  4.  Joel  it.  31.  &iii. 15-)} .and  im¬ 
mediately  after  like  troubles  toward  the  end  of  the 
yrqrld,  Caere  will  be,  in  a  literal  fenfe*  an  amazing 
change  in  all  the  heavenly,  bodies,  which  ihail  be  dif- 
iblvea,  (a  Pet .  iii-  10, —  rz,) 

30  And  then  the  MeJEah  (hall  make  himfelf  known 
in  hi$  true  chara£fcr,  as  a  fign  to  be  admired,  inltead 
of  a  fign  to  be  fpoken  againft :  All  the  tribes  of  Ifracl 
fhall  then  be  forced  to  mourn  in  rdkftion  on  their  in* 
fidelity,  and  on  their  crucifying  him,  and  entailing  his 
blood,  in  a  way  of  vengeance,  upon  their  own  and 
their  childrens  beads ;  and  every  one  (hall  have  fuch 
evident  difccveriea  of  him,  as  will  be  a  full  demo  nitra¬ 
tion  of  his  exalted  dignity  and  authority,  to  the  joy  of 
hU  friends,  and  the  confuuon  of  his  enemies:  And  thus 


3*  4nd  ihep 
fen!!  appear  the 
Jign  of  the  Sod  of 
plan  in  heaven  ; 
and  then  filall  all 
the  tribes  of  the 
ejuh  rnnora,  and 
they  (hall  fee  the 
Son  of  magi  co¬ 
ming  in  the 
clouds  of  heaven, 
with  power  and 
griStt  glory. 


.  .  it  will  be  in  a  ft  ill  more  abundant  manner,  when  every 
eye  (ball  fee  him  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  in  all 
his  lUajtfty  and  glory,  to  judge  the  world  at  the  iaft  day. 
jt  And  he  31  And,  at  the  ume  of  bis  coming  to  deftroy  Jeru- 

^  faletn%  he  will  fend  his  apofltles  and  miniftcis,  as  his 

£tniT<£  Aron-  tneflengers,  to  found  the  gofpel'trumpet,  and  proclaim 

P«,  and  they  Hull  the  year  ofjubife  among  the  Gentiles  \  and,  by  means 

d!a  frm'the  p(  {‘ie*r  preaching,  will  gather  in  his  elc£t  to  himfelf 
four  win di,  from  and  to  his  churph,  wherever  they  are  fcattered  through 
one  end  of  hei-  all  quarters  of  the  earth.  In  like  manner,  at  the  end  of 
vui  to  ite  oifeer.  ^wlt  forth  his  holy  angels,  who  arc 

tmqiftring  fpirits  to  the  heirs  of  (alvation ;  and  they, 
with  a  mighty  found,  like  that  of  a  great  trumpet, 
( 1  Cor.  xv.  52.1  Theft  iv.  _i<5.)  fliall  alarm  a  ftupid  world, 
am!  gather  out,  from  every,  nation,  all  the  choftn  and 
Called  of  God,  how  widely  (bever  they  may  be  feutteted 
abroad  under  the  heavens. 


ja  Now  learn 
a  parable  of  (be 
fi^-tnre  When 
h«  branch  f*  yet 
teiarici^  and  put* 
tuih  forth  leaver 

yt  know  that  Jinn* 
jner  u  nigh : 

33  So  JikewiJb 
Vi  wKn  yc  (halt 
fee  *1  1  thefe  thi  ag$, 
knen/  that  it  is 
near,  even  ai  tkt 

h  r 

(loot7:* 

34  .  Verily  J  ffy 

uutu 


32,  33*  Now,  fof  your  further  ioformation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  thefe  things,  obferve  What  1  am  going  to 
tdl  you  under  the  following  fimilitutle :  As  when  in 
t^e  fpring  ye  tee  the  tender  (hoots  and  leaves  of  the  fig- 
tree  begin  to  fprour,  ye  are  fure  that  the  fummer  will 
very  foon  appear  >  even  To,  when  ye  (hall  fee  the  fever.il 
figns  I  have  been  fpeaking  of  come  to  pafs,  yc  may  be 
as  certain  that  the  time  of  my  coming  haftens  apace  and 
is  juft  at  hand. 

34  Yea,,  as  to  what  concerns  the  dcftru&ion  of  the 
Jywi)  and  the  troubles  that  fl  ail  go  before  it,  I  aflu- 

reJly 

■ 
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umo  yua,  This 
gejicriUNxi  (hall 
rot  p*fst  till  all 

theft  thing*  be 

fdhlftcL 

jj  Heaven and 
earth  (hill  [raft 
away  ,  .  hit  my 
wtodf  (hall  ant 
ptU  away « 


jff  Bat  of  that 
fTiy  and  hour 
lc  uoweth  no  man ; 
rx>*  not  the  an- 
gds  of  beiva^ 
but  my  Father 

onty. 


redjy  tell  you,  AH  thefe  furpriGng  events  are  alrtady  fo 
near  approaching,  that  there  are  fome  now  living  who 
Ihall  fee  them  come  to  pafa  before  they  die. 

And,  as  to  what  relates  to  the  final  judgment 
and  diflolutioit  of  all  things  j,  1  aJTiire  you,  A  time-  is 
coming,  when  the  p relent  frame  of  the  vifible  heavens, 
and  at  the  earth,  fhall  certainly  be  difipived,  tho*  they 
have  continued  by  the  ordinance  of  God  to  this  day, 
and  it  may  feem  unlikely  that  they  ever  {herald  be  de- 
ftroyed;  but  not  one  word  of  what  I  have  foretold  you 
Ihall  ever  .fail  of  its  accomplifhinent. 

3  6  But  the  time  for  the  deduction  of  the  world,  at 
the  final,  judgment,  is  not  fo  near  as  ye  may  be  ready 
to  expeA:  Though  there  is  a  day  and  hour  critically 
and  unalterably  appointed  of  God  for  it,  which,  by 
way  of  eminence,  is  called  that  .day ;  yet,  when  this 
Ihall  be,,  is  a  fecret  referred  in  his.  own  bofom  :  Nei* 
ther  any  man  on  earth,  nor  the  holy  angels  in.  heaven, 
can  6nd  it  .out ;  nor  has  my  Father  revealed  it  to  the 
Meffiah  himfelf  as  man,  or  as  any  part  of  his  coro- 


.  million  for.  making  it  known  to  others.  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  xiii.  32-) 

jt  Bvt  u  the  jy  However,  it  belongs  to  my  commiflion  to  tell 

f»rihailai!b'dw  700»  *s  *.  matter  of  greater  importance,  to  excite  your 
coming  of  the  va  tchfulnels.aud  caution,  Thar  the  time  of  my  coming 
Son  mT  nan  be.  to  judge  the  world,  of  which  the  deduction  of  the  city 

and  nation  of  the  Jtvu  is  an  eminent  type,  will  be-as 
fudden  and  unexpe&ed  to  the  generality  of  mankind,  as 
the  dreadful  defolation  was  upon  the  old  world  in  the 
days  of  Noah, 

}B  For  at  in  38,  .39;, For  as  in  his  days,  before  the  flood  came, 

t*lc  Pcople  were  worldly  and  fenfu al,  fpent their  time 
they  wen:  eating  and  were  fwallowed  up  in  the  buflnefs  and  pleafures  of 
aud  drinking  ,  Life,  flighted  the  warnings  which  Noah  gave  them,  and 

vbVinmaii^i^  would  believe  nothing  of  their  danger  till  the  very  day 
unuft  the  day  that  that  the  delnge  furprifed  and  drowned  them  all;  fo  it 
Hoc  enteral  into  will  he  with  the  unbelieving  Jewsz  They  will  go  on 

^  im„  beedfcfsly  in  the  way  of  their  own  carnal  hearts,  de- 
wM  until  the  flood  fpiGng  all  the  warnings  which  I  and  my  apofUes  (hall 
•amc,  and  took  give  tnetrt,  till,  before  they  are  aware,  fndden  deftruc- 

fo  ftaU  ahiTdie  uon  wiH  pome  upon  them,  and  they  can  not  efcape : 
coming  of  the  And  fo  it  will  remarkably  be  with  the  wicked  of  the 
So*  of  ou  be.  earth,  with  refpe&  to  the  judgment  of  the  grejt  day, 

at  the  end  of  the  world. 

■ 

40  Then  Dull  40, 41.  Then  Cod  will  make  a  wonderful  diitin&ion 

two  be- 


HOT  K.' 

f  Here  otir  Lord  f«m*  to  make  a  tranfitMA  to  wbat  mote  dire&ly  and  re 

I  if  05  to  hit  cocning  to  judge  the  world  at  the  lad  day,  which  he  diibourfe*  on  at  Urge  txt  li.t 
following  chapter,  (ice  the  notes  on  A lari  xui*  ji*  and  Ltd?  juci*  33* 
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rwobelftduJieldj 
the  on t  {ball  be 
takeo,  and  the  o- 
ther  left* 

41  T«o  vmw 

ax  die  mul  t  the 
ope  Out)  be  taken, 
and  the  other  left 


41  Watch  therr- 

Cu%;  foryckpow 
hoc  what  hour 
your  Lord  doth 


43  But  know 
thif,  that  if  the 
mod-^nao  of  the 

Kfmfc  had  known 

in  what  vareb  the 
thief  wonld<aiDe» 
he  would  hm 
watched  ,  ood 
would  not  have 
Jhfferrd  his  hmHe 
to  be  broken  hup* 

44  Therefore 


be  ye  alb  ready ; 
for  In  fuch  an 
hour  as  ye  think 
not,  the  Son  of 
mail  <omth. 


4;  Who  then 
ii  a  fakhfhl  and. 
wife  femot  * 
whom  his  Lord 
hath  made  ruler 
onr  his  houfe* 
hold ,  to  give 
them  meat  to  due 
JcaJon? 


40  Bkflcd  if 

phaf  Jcrwit  , 

whom 


between  one  peifon  and  another  :  As*  at  the  deflru£Hon 
of  tbe  JtVftt  among  people  of  the  fame  bufinefs  and 
circumOances  of  life*  and*  according  to  human  view* 
in  the  fame  danger,  like  two  men  working  together  in 
one  field*  and  two  women  grinding  together  at  one  mill* 
fome*  by  a  Sovereign  turn  of  providence,  fit  all  be 
laved  from  the  dreadful  calamity*  and  others  fhalTbe 
left  to  fall  in  it :  So,  at  the  day  of  judgment*  fame, 
whom  the  world  coaid  not  diitinguifh*  and  who  knew 
not  how  to  form  a  certain  judgment  concerning  them* 
felves*  (hall  be  adjudged  to  eternal  life ;  and  others  to 
eternal  death,  contrary  to  theexpe&alion  of  many  about 
therm  .  . 

4a  Since  therefore  fuch  an  awful  day  will  furely 
come*  and  ye  know  not  when-;-,  it  -  is  your  great  duty 
and  intereft  to  be  always  obfarving  the  tokens,  and 
living  in  expectation  of  it*  and  to  be  watching  over 
your  own  hearts  and  ways*  that  whatever  calamities 
may  befal  you  in  this  world*  and  efpeciaUy  whenever 
ye  come  to  die*  and  give  tip  your  accounts  to  God  in 
judgment*  ye  may  not  be  lurprifed  into  ruin  before  ye 
are  aware. 

"  J 

43  And  (n)  con  (icier  ferioufly  how  all  wife  men  ufc 
to  behave  in  other  cafes  of  importance:  As  for  infiaace, 
fuppofe  any  hoofe*  keeper  were  to  be  cold*  tbatin  fame 
hoar  of  the-  night*  though'  it  were  not  certainly  known 
which,  his  houfe  would  be  fat  upon- by  thieves  1  be  would 
be  fore  to  watch  carefully  all  along,  till  the  danger  foould 
be  over*  that  they  might  not  break  into  bis  habitation 
and  rob  bim. 

44  It  therefore  (till  more  highly  concerns  you*  in  an 
affair  of  fo  much  greater  moment,  to  be  always  fkfe  and 
provided  againft  tbe  word :  For  the’  ye  are  allured  that 
calamitous  days  will  come*  and  that  every  one  of  you 
muft  die  and  appear  before  God  in  judgment  j  yet  ye 
know  not  when*  and  may  be  overtaken  by  thefe  awful 
events  at  unawares. 

4$  In  fuch  circtun fiances  that  as  thefe*  which  I  have 
forewarned  you  of*  who  do  ye  fuppofe  will  be  reckoned 
an  upright  and  prudent  fervant  among  thofe*  whom  his 
Lord  bSs  furnifhed  with  the  knowledge  of  bis  will* 
and  made  an  overfaer  in  his  houfe*  for  diftributing  a 
portion  in  feafon  to  every  one  according  to  his  need  ? 
Is  it  not  the  fervant  that  is  diligent  in  improving  his 
knowledge*  and  all  opportunities  for  a  due  difeharge  of 
his  trull  r 

45  That  fervant  is  (defied  indeed  who  (hall  be  found 

ading  fuch  a  wife  and  faithful  part  In  bis  fpiritcal  con* 

cerns* 
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whom  hi*  Lord, 
when  he  cracdi, 
Hull  iby  &  do¬ 
ing- 

47  Verily  t  £7 
unto  you*  Hut 
be  fluff  ttuXc  him 
inlcr  over  oil  bis 
good*. 

40  But  asd  if 
that  evil  fcrvM 
dull  fay  in  his 
heart.  My  lord 
ddiycth  hit  co- 
imgg 

49  And .  Onll 
begin  to  futile 
frilnw  *  fervzoK, 
snd  to  eat  and 
drink  with  the 
dranken  : 

fo  The  Lord 
of  that  fervent 
dull  come  in  i 
ihp'hrn  heloob 
rth  nut  foi  him, 
nod  in  an  boor 

that  he  Is  not 

wire  of; 

ft  And  dull 
cot  him  aJjjodcr, 
and  appoint  him 
his  ponton  with 
the  -  hypocrites  - 
there  *fb&lL  be 
wetping  ind 
g»  ashing  of  teeth. 


cerns,  whenever  hb  Lord  (hall  appear,  be  it  iooner  or 
later,  to  execute  any'  judgment  on  the  earth  j  and  efpe* 
dally  when-'he  (hall  come  to  reckon  with  him  at  death, 
and  at  the  Anal  judgment. 

47  I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  his  great  laird  and  Mx* 
fter  will  advance  him  to  the  moll  excellent  dignity  and 
bldfednds,  and  make  him  partaker  of  the  riches  of  the 
glory  of  bis  inheritance,  in  hb  everiafiing  kingdom. 

48, 49'.  But  if,  on  the  other  .band,  he  who  has  been 
intruded  with  great  gifts  and  talents,  and  opportunities 
of  ufefulnefi  in  his  mailer's  houfe,  (hall  begin  to  think 
in  his  heart  that  there  ie  no  prefent  danger  of  hb  Lord's 
vifiting  bis  iniquities,  or  taking  him  away  by  death 
and  fummoning  him  to  judgement*  and  thereupon  (hall 
begin  to  revile  his  fellow •fervants  in  the  church, and  to 
give  himfclf  up  to  immorality,  luxuryand  profan  ends: 

50,  51.  The  lord  of  that  unfaithful  and  foolifh  Ser¬ 
vant  will  come  upon  him  with  a  terrible  furprile,  and 
cut  him  off  from  the  land  of  the  living,  and  from  all 
his  fenfual  pleafures,  in  the  midft  of  hb  (ecurity  and 
wtekednefs >  he  will  violently  feparate  bis  foul  and 
body  by  fome  dreadful  ftroke  of  divine  vengeance,  and 
will  adjudge  him  to  a  (hare  with  the  worft  of  tinners 
and  hypocrites  in  the  hotted  place  in  hell,  as  the  juft 
reward  of  hb' iniquity,  where  he  will  be  diftrefled  with 
the  tittered  lamentation  and  anguiOt,  in  the  reflections 
of  his  own  guilty  confdence,  and  under  the  wrath  of 

God  for  ever. 

*  * 

RECOLLECTIONS. 


TIow  dearly  is  the  Meffiah**  character  fijpported  by  thofe  awful  prtdiffions  that 
have  been  fo  pun^aUyaccompHfhed  in  the  deftnifbon  of  JeruJaUm  !  and  with 
what  fblemn  luftre  will  it  {bine,  when  every  eyt  fhall  fee  him  appear  m  the  clouds 
of  heaven,  to  fulfil  tbe  reft,  at  the  contamination  of  all  things!  How  little  fliould 
the  external  grandeur  and  diifatvitig  glory  of  this  world  affed  us,  efpedaUy  io 
what  relates  to  tbe  worihip  of  God!  and  how  .much  better  is  it  to  be  with  Cbnft, 
wherever  he  is,  than  in  the  moft  pompous  temple,  from  whence  he  it  departed 
In  his  great  dHpleafure  world  js  full  of  troubles,  and  the  people  and  fer¬ 

vent*  of  God  often  have  a  Uxgt  (bare  of  them  for  his  take;  but  bow  much  more 
terrftft  diitreft  puft  the  wicked  fuller  for  over  in  the  future  ftate  1  While  there¬ 
fore  tbe  believer  has  good  hopes,  through  grace,  of  efcaplug  the  wrath  to  come, 
no  terrors  00  earth  Jhoold  difmay  or  turn  Urn  afidc  from  the  faith,  profeffion , 
andhoHnefsof  the  gofpel;  And  yet  itUlawtalfortbedifciplesofCbrift  to  fit*  out 
of  the  way  of  their  enemies  rage,  when  the  providence  of  God  gives  them  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  it;  and  he  will  rtftram  and  over-rule  tribulation  and  perfection  them- 
ftlves,  to  the  further  advancement  and  increafe  of  his  kingdom;  for  in  the  midft 
of  judgment  he  remember*  mercy,  that  he  may  accomplish  the  purpose  of  his 
grace  to  the  deft,  and  bring  them  fife  at  hft  to  glory.  But  oh  how  many  others 
wilt  he  mifledby  the  errors  of  the  wicked,  and  fall  into  perdition  !  And  with 
what  different  fent intents*  and  events,  will  the  bint  and  the  fmner  kt  Cbrift  at 
his  coming  to  judgment !  With  what  watchfuloeft  and  prepansdoeis  then  fhotild 
every  one  of  us  be  looking,  and  waiting,  for  it,  that  it  may  nol  forprife  us,  before 
we  art  aware,  into  eternal  ccnfufioa  and  mifery !  And  with  what  carueftnefc 

ihould 
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Ibould  we  pray  for  all  feafopable  appearances  of  providence  and  grace  in  our  fa- 1 
vour,  tliaL  we  may  be  Hid  in  tlie  day  of  tbc  Lord’s  anger,  and  may  neither  be 
among  them  whofe  inkpuCy  abounds,  or  whofe  love  waxes  cold;  but  may  endure 
to  the  end*  and  be  fared!  Dreadful  will  be  their  cafc>  who,  in  a  day  of  trial  and 
death,  frail  be  found  unfaithful,  whatever  their  gift*  and  profeffions  maybe:  But 
this  is  the  great  encourage merit  and  comfort  of  all  CHriit’s  true  difcipl«  and  fcr- 
vants,  that  he  will  uke  care  to  freltcr  them  from  the  wgrft  of  ftorms  in  this 
world,  and  from  eternal  wrath  in  the  next.  Bleffed  are  they  that  (hall  be  found 
faithful  when  their  great  Lord  frail  com£'to  judge  the  worldnt  the  laft  day:  They 
frail  be  owned,  and  crowned  with  immortal  bonoors,  to  their  exceeding  joy. 


CHAP.  XXV. 

A  continuation  cf  Gbrifi* s  difcourfef  in  the  parable  of  the  ten  vfrymr, 
I, — 13.  In  the  parable  oj  the  talent  14*— 30*  And  in  a  deferip* 

ticn  qf  the  loft  judgment ,  31,-46. 

Paraphrase; 

rJ1M5“  k A  T  the  awful  time  of  the  MdGsh's  appearing  to  talte 
domofhcirahe  vengeance  on  the  obftinate  Jews7  but  more  efpe- 
Jihencd  unto jea  cialJy  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft  day,  the  ftate  of  the 

atiU  gofjxri- kingdom,  and  the  way  of  God*s  dealing  with  its 
»ud  went  for h  to  vifible  fobjefts,  may  be  fitly  represented  by  this  parable, 
meet  the  brjdc^  «  Ten  virgins,  who  were  invited  to  a  wedding,  took 
®roonJ*  their  lamps,  and  went  out  to  meet  the  bridegroom  f  ;n 

—So  Chrift,  the  bridegroom  of  the  church*  TmingTet 
tip  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  invited  Jevis  and  Gen - 
tiles  to  come  and  partake  of  its  bleflings ;  and  many  a* 
mong  them  profefied  to  be  his  difciples,  to  wait  upon 
faim,  and  to  wait  for  him*  at  his  iaft  appearing  to  j  udg- 
ment. 

*  And  fi«  of  2  w  Now  five  of  thefe  virgins  were  prudent  and 
tbrA  ««  mfcf  thoughtful  j  and  the  other  five  were  inconfiderate  and 

foolillu  ^  *****  carelefe So  feme  of  thofe  that  make  a  profeffion  of 

*  C brill,  being  true  believers,  are  wile  unto  falvadon; 
and  others,  being  merely  nominal  Chriftians*  fooliftily 
deceive  them felves  with  hypocritical  pretences,  and  a 
formal  profefllon  of  Ch rift*s  name. 

1  They  that  3,  4.  w  The  fooltfh  virgins  took  their  lamps,  without 
were  fooiifh  took  ariy  t0  keep  them  burning ;  but  the  wife  took  veficls 

took  ntTou’with  them,  to  fuppiy  their  lamps,  till  the  bride- 

thcoi :  groom 

NOTE. 

t  It  was  a  frequent  cuflom,  in  thofe  rime*,  men  five  view,  becaufe  it  fet*  out  thiog*com~ 
10  have  weddings  in  the  night ;  when  the  man  to  all  who,  having  beard  the  gofpel, 
bridegroom  ufed  10  go  attended  wkh  hii  nuke  4  profdTiou  of  Ctiriff«  name ;  And 
friend*  to  the  tribe's  liuifc,  where  (he  wait-  therefore,  to  lave  room,  1  have  paraphrased 
cd  for  him  with  her  liridMhaHs,  who,  when  it  only  in  this  light,  which  nanifciHy  in* 
they  heard  of  his  approach,  went  out  with  Hides  die  other;  and  if  any  would  dfit  ap- 
hmpttolightawicorvdu£th;niiiUtJ  thehoufe;  ply  it  to  Chrift**  com  tag  to  ddlroy  Jtruf* 
and  the  nemher  of  virgiof  prefcut,'  on  thofe  ftntr  a,  a  type  of  rhe  final  judgment,  his  own 
ocnGons,  wu/cJdoxn  Iifsthiiuen.— Though  thoughts  may  nlily  add  that  confident  ion 
thw  parable  may  he  applied  particularly  to  of  11* 
the  /  y«  1  uke  it  to  have  a  much  atm 


rook 
vcflcli  vichtbot 
lamps. 


j  While  the 
bridegroom  tar- 
ncd^heyaJl  num¬ 
bered  and  Acdl 
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4  Bnt  the  *ife  groom  {hodld-come  So  formal  pfdftffors,  who  mafcc 

a  prefent  (hew  of  religion,'  have  ho  ferious  concern  a- 
bout,  arid  are  deflitute  of,  that  grace  of  God  in  their 
hearts  which  is  neceffary  to  an  acceptable  and  final  per- 
feverance  in  their  holy  profeffion ;  but  true  believers  are 
moft  of  all  folicitoos  about,  and  are  poflefled  of,  a  real 
principle  of  grace  in  their  own  fouls,  that  they  may  en¬ 
dure  to  the  end  and*  be  laved. 

5  “  In  the  mean  while,  the  bridegroom  not  coming 
fo  loon  as  might  have  been  expected,  all  the  virgins 
were  drowfy,  and  fell  afieep So  while  thoughts  of 
Chrilfs  coming  to  judgment  reprefent  it  aj  at  a  diftance, 
the  generality  of  true  believers  themfelvcs  are  apt  to 
flacken  their  zeal,  fervour  and  diligence,  and  to  fall 
Into  a  rermfe,  car  el  eft,  and  ftupid  frame  of  fpirit  ;  and 
all  hypocritical  profcJTors  naturally  fink  into  a  deep  deep 
of  carnal  fecurity,  as  if  they  apprehended  that  he  would 
never  appear  at  all. 

6,  7.  “  But  (.?■)  at  midnight,  there  was  a  fudden 
loud  alarm,  faying,  Behold,  the  bridegroom  is  juft  at 
band ;  go  forth,  ye  (lumbering  and  deeping  virgins,  to 
meet  hhn ;  And  they  all  j  being  roufed  by  this  furprifing 
fummons,  made  wnat  hafte  they  could  to  get  their 
lamps  ready  to  receive  him.’*— So  when  vifihle  profeflors 
are  moft  feenre  and  thoughtlefs,.  and  in  leaft  expeQa- 
tion  of  Cfarifi*s  coming  to  call  them  to  an  account, 
fome  fudden  awful  alarms  of  the  near  approach  of  death 
and  judgment  route  them  out  of  their  doth  and  in  do* 
lence,  whether  they  be  real  Chriftians  or  not ;  and  both 
forts  are  then  in  a  hurry,  and  concerned  to  appear  with 
fafety,  acceptance,  and  comfort,  hefore  him :  And  thus 
it  will  be  with  many  of  God’s  own  people  at  the  laft  day. 

8  **  And,  in  the  midft  of  all  this  eonfufion,  the  wife 
virgins  having  oil  in-  their  vedels  to  keep  their  lamps 
burning,  the  fooltfh  ones  retreated  that  they  would  give 
them  fome  of  it,  becaufe  they  themfelvcs  had  none,  and 
their  lamps  were  gone  out.”— So  true  believers,  under 
all  their  decfcnGons  and  furprife,  will  be  found  to  have 
the  laving  grace  of  God  in  their  hearts,  at  death  and 
judgment,  as  well  as  a  profefiton  of  h  5  but  all  hypo¬ 
crites  then,  finding  tbemfelves  deflitute  of  it,  will  be 
in  the  utmoft  diftrefe ;  their  profedion  will  then  come 
to  nothing,  and  all  the  light  of  their  fpecious  appear¬ 
ances  and  falfe  hopes  will  go  out ;  they  will  then  fee 
their  abfolute  need  of  that  grace,  which  hefore  they  were 
carelefs  about ;  and  would  he  gladto  be  in  the  condition 
of  fincete  Chriftians,  and  to  have  any  help  from  them. 

9  “  Uot  the  w*fe  virgins  replied,  AVe  cannot  poTibly 

*  a*  fur- 


ff  AnAat  mid¬ 
night  then  wu  a 
cry  multi  Be¬ 
hold,  the  bride¬ 
groom  Cometh ; 
go  ycout  to  meet 
him, 

7  Then  *11 
tbofe  virgin*  *- 
vote,  cod  trim¬ 
med  thdf  hunr 


0  Am]  the  fool* 

iCh  {aid  onto  the 
wife.  Give  us  of 
tout  oil;  for  our 
lamps  are 
out. 


gone 


)w  out  «DOOgh  tot 
v&  and  jaw  ;  bat 
yv  rather  » 
3wm  tbit  fitf, 
ii*l  buyforyour- 
£ho* 


#9*  Tbv  Evangel}/}  Matthew  pataphraftd,  Cli. 

jvefit  kftihuc  Aimilh  you  'with  oil*  having  only  juft  enough,  for  our* 

felvc£  j  but  go  fpeedily  to  them  that  fell  it,  and -there 
fee  It  a  iupply,  as  we  have  done  So  tint  believers 
are,  and  will  be  (cnfiblc*  that  they  have  no  more  grace 
than  is  neceflary  for  thcmfdves,  that  all  is  little  enough* 
and  that  they  cannot  communicate  any  to  others*  nor 
have  any  works  of  fupererogation  to  place  to  their  ac* 
count }  they  will  pity  grace!  eft  £  oners,  but  not  be  able 
to  help  them  any  otherwife  than  by  dire&ing  them  to 

the  means  of  grace  which  God  has  appointed  for  dif- 
pen  Ting  it,  and  in  an  attendance  on  which,  they  them* 
(elves  were  made  partakers  of  it. 

10  «  And  while  the  foolifii  virgins  were*  at  the  laft 
moment,  feeking  after  oil,  the  bridegroom  came;  and 
they  whofe  lamps  were  burning  went  in  with  him  to 
the  marriage-feaft*  upon  which  the  door  was  (hut:”— 
So  formal  prafefibrg*  who  have  lived  contentedly  with* 
out  the  grace  of  God  till  they  find  they  mull  immedi¬ 
ately  appear  before  him*  are  then  all  in  confufion  about 
obtaining  it;  and  while,  too  late,  they  are  feeking  af¬ 
ter  hj  death  and  judgment  feizc  them,  and  Ihut  them 
out  of  Chrilt’s  blefled  manfioos  j  but  true  believer*  are 


to  And  vkite 

tbey  vem  to  bay* 
the  bridegroom 
ctme  i  in tf  ibey 
thic  were  rodyv 
van  in  with  him 
bo  the  mintage  ! 
and  the  dour  wu 
Qau 


ii  Aflfrwtrd 

coot  «lxb  the  o* 
tber  virgliu,  fry¬ 
ing*  Lord*  Lord, 
opco  to  us* 

i*  Bat  hr  an- 
f*trtd  and  frid. 
Verily  I  fry  unto 
yoo,  1  know  you 

cot. 


I  j  Watch  th  CTO* 
fore  j  for j.e  know 
neither  the  day 
cor  Ui«  boor 
Therein  the  Son 
of  min  cometh. 


14 

d»K  bctvta  IJ 
as  *  inin  travelling 
intoafirrountry, 

vho  called  hiio  *  n 

frr- 


admitted  into  the  prefence  of  his  glory*  there  to  abide, 
amidft  all  delights*  like  perfons  (hut  in  with  him  for  ever. 

it*  it.  **  After  the  door  was  (hut*  the  foolifli  vir¬ 
gins  came*  and  called  carueftly  upon  the  lord  of  the 
fcaft*  faying*  Wc  befceeb  thee  to  admit  us  to  tbc  wed¬ 
ding  j  hut  he  relied*  l  afturedly  tell  you,  I  do  not 
look  upon  you  as  the  companions  of  my  bride,  and  will 
regard  you  no  more  than  perfect  ftrangers.” — So  pre- 
fumptuoos  hypocrites  will  be  very  earned,  at  death  and 
judgment*  for  admittance  to  heaven :  But  all  their  picas 
will  be  in  vain ;  Chrift  will  (hew  his  difapprobation  of 
them*  and  utterly  rejetl  them  as  none  of  his. 

..  •  13  Be  ye  therefore  always  wakeful  and  watchful,  left 
any  of  you*  who  profefe  my  name,  be  found  gracelefe 
at  the  day  of  death  and  judgment :  For*  as  l  told  yon 
before,  (chap.  xxiv.  44.)  ye  do  not  know  the  end  time 
when  l  the  Meffiah  (hall  come  to  call  you  to  a  final  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  if  ye*  like  the  foolilh  virgins*  (hall  be  ut¬ 
terly  unprepared  then*  it  will  be  too  late  to  obtain  mer¬ 
cy,  but  ve  mud  be  unavoidably  excluded  from  all  the 
glory  and  the  joys  of  my  prefence  for  ever. 

14  For*  to  give  yon  a  further  tlludration  of  die  (late 
of  the  gofpcl*  kingdom,  and  of  the  way  of  God's  ’dealing 
in  the  lad  judgment  with  his  profdling  fervants*  ye 
may  take  it  in  the  following  fimilitudc.  u  A  certain 
man*  deligning  to  go  hit©  a  didant  country,  called  his 

for- 


Ch.xxv.  ¥kt  EvaxgeHj}  Matthkw  paraphrafed.  tpi 

fcmoti,  and  &■-  fervaats  together,  and  committed  fan  money  to  their 

hiMpkiS*?  Ra^>  that  they  might  manage  and  improve  it  .for  his 

life  againft  ban  return.”— :So  Chrift  intimated,  that  be 
preached  hit  gofpel  wbillt  he  was  on  earth}' and  gave 
gifts  to  hit  apoftles,  minifters,  and  private  perfons, 
when  he  afcended  up  on  high ;  To  feme  he  gave  f  mi¬ 
raculous  powers  arid  extraordinary  gifts,  to  fome  the 
meant  of  fetation,  and  to  Come  fpcdal  and  dfr&nal 
grace }  and,  at  all  things  were  delivered  into  htefiands, 
be  likcwife  djftrtbutcd  to  fome  tbc  bounties  of  . Provi¬ 
dence,  as  be  pleafed :  And  all  thefe  he  gave  in  various 
proportions,  that  every  one  might  profit  others  by  them, 
tor  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  and  glory  in  the 
world  $  and  when  be  (hall  come  to  judgment  at  the  laft 
day,  he  will  call  them  all  to  an  account  how  they  have 
uied  and  Improved  bis  gifts. 

15  **  Accordingly  he  gave  to  one  five  talents,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap,  xviii.  24.)  to  another  two,  to  a  third 
one,  as  might  be  moft  fnitable  to  their  feveral  Rations 
and  capacities ;  and  having  thus  difpofed  of  his  affairs, 
he  departed  /’—So  Chfift,  Defore  and  after  his  afeenfion 
to  heaven,-  diftributed  his  various  gifts,  in  different 
meafures,  to  minifters  and  private  perfons,  according 
to  their  feveral  capacities  and  employments,  for  the  e* 
dificatton  of  the  church,  and  promoting  bis  istereft  in 
the  world,  till  be  (ball  come  again  to  judgment. 

i6»  17.  **  Then  be,  to  whom  five  talents  were 
given,  immediately  fee  hlmfdf  to  trade  with  them, 
and  gained  five  more }  and  he  who  had  two,  doubled 
them  likewHer” — So  feme  minifters  and  Chriftians, 
who  are  faithful  to  their  Lord,  exert  themfelves  for 
his  glory  and  the  good  of  his  people,  by  a  fuitable  im¬ 
provement  of  his  gifts  and  graces,  in  fome  proportion 
to  the  affiftanees  and  opportunities  he  affords  them. 

18  Bat  the  fervant,  who  received  one  talent,  bu¬ 
ried  it  in  the  earth,  and  made  no  ufc  of  it  for  any  ad¬ 
vantage  to  hirofelf  or  others  :**— So  gracelcfe  minifters  and 
prafdfers  nuke  no  good  improvement  of  the  fpiritual 
gifts  and  -means  of  grace,  or  bounties  of  providence, 
which  Chrift  heftows  on  them }  but  bmy  all  their  talents 
in  earthly  things,  are  carelefs  about  bis  honour  and  in- 
Teveft,  and  are  flothfut  and  unprofitable  to  themfelves 
and  to  all  about  them. 

19  ■**  Tbe  lord  of  tbefe  fervants,  after  he  had  been 

gone 

N  o  T  £. 

which  ChriJt 

c vteaded  to 

itU  hi*  difpcttfiiioai  gf  provUtnce  and  gr«r,  till  be  rtuU  aunt  tire  :Ue  oyte  on 

Urjrii.  ij- 


if  And  unto 
«iu  he  give  fiw 
taicara,  to  mo¬ 
ther  two,  to d  to 
mother  one;  to 

every  matt  ac  ■* 

ooveynn  to  hb  fe- 
TcnJ  aSttky  imd 

Bnightway  took 
tus  journey* 


id  Then  h* 
tint  hod  received 
the  tft  takatx. 
Mit  end  ended 
with  tht  fioe, 
■ml  made  dre 
otba&veukmi. 

it  AM  tiko- 
vife  he  chat  Md 
mawd  two,  he 
alio  todntd  other 
two.  * 

tB  Bathe  thee 
Jud  receWtd  one, 
'vent  add  digged 
hthttuth}  end 
bid  GeWid’i  *»■ 
ney. 


ip  Afteralwie 

tin*,  tht  lord  of 

ttafe 


n  u  1  a, 

t  Thb  parable  Jeent  moft  ionnedutcly  to  refer  the  varioua  gjfttaud  power*  i 
bettotod  oq  hie  profrfled  diieiptea  before  his  attention  to  hearvno  ;  bin  mar  be 


h 


T9*  7 

rtioft  Arrant*  co- 
mcth,  and  m- 
koaethttithihcm. 


paraph 


Ch 


id  ib  he 
that  hafrccdvtd 
fire  calm#,  came 
and  brought  o- 
tb<r  Uve 

ftying ,  io/d  , 

thou  dtZivtrodA 

unto  me  Jtw  ta¬ 
lents;  behold,  l 
have  fiinrd  be- 
filled  them  five  ta¬ 
lents  more. 

2 1  His  lord  faid 
unto  him,  Wdl 
done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  Ar¬ 
rant;  thou  hart 
been  faithful  over 
a  ft*  things,  T 
wilt  make  thee 
mter  over  many 
t  Jungs :  enter  thoo 
into  the  joy  of 
thy  toed. 


ii  Heillbchat 

had  received  tvo 
talents,  ewe  and 
fattl*  },onl,  thou 
ddinredfi  unto 

me  two  uJents ; 

bdioM,  I  have 
gained  two  o  * 
thrr  ulcnts  be- 
fides  them* 

1 3  Hw  lord  faid 
unto  him,  Wdl 
done,  good  and 
faithful  fcnant; 
tfmo  hall  been 
faithful  over  a 
fa*  things,  I  wilt 
make  thee  ruler 
ovvr  tu^ny  things: 
ctttr  thou  into 
the  joy  of  thy 

bid. 


gone  a  great  while  from  them,  returned,  and  required 
every  one  to  give  an  account  of  what  he  had  done  with 
his  iqonejr — So,  at  the  en'd  of  the  world,  Chrift  will 
appear  the  fecond  time,  and  fa  mm  on  all  mankind  before 
him,  efpedallv  thofe  that  have  enjoyed  the  gofpel,  to 
give  an  account  of  what  ufe  they  hare  made  of  the  va¬ 
rious  gifts  he  has  bellowed  upon  them. 

20,21.  M  And  he  who  had1  five  talents  caroe  firft, 
and  bringing  live  more,  faid,  Lord,  I  gratefully  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  thou  cntnrftedft  me  with  five  talents  ; 
behold  the  happy  increafe!  By  trading  with  tbefe,  I 
have  gained  another  five.  His  lord  replied  with  appro¬ 
bation,  You  have  proved  yonrfelf  to  be  a  diligent  and 
faithful  fteward,  in  employing  rbofe  final  I  fums  for  the 
purpofes  for  which  1  gave  them  ;  I  will  bellow  upon 
you  Hill  more  abundant  riches  an<T  honours,  that  you 
may  be  as  happy  as  my  favour  can  make  you.”— So, 
at  Chrift’s  fecond  coming,  his  faithful  fervants  and  dif- 
ciples,  and  particularly  fiich  as  have  been  moll  eminent 
in  his  church,  will  thankfully  own  the  grace  that  fitted 
and  qualified  them  for  bis  fenrice,  and  that  was  not  be¬ 
llowed  in  vain,  but  llirred  them  up  to  diligence,  and 
turned  to  good  account :  And  be'  will  pahlicly  and 
kindly  accept  their  labours  of  love  lor  his  name’s  fake, 
owning  them  to  be  evident  proofs  of  his  grace  in  them, 
and  of  their  fidelity  to  him ;  and,  in  the  riches  of  his  li¬ 
berality,  will  advance  them  to  the  inheritance  of  the 
faints  in  light,  and  let  them  on  thrones  of  glory;  where, 
according  to  their  utmoft  capacities,  they  fnali  enter 
into,  and  he  furrounded  with,  all  pofitble  bleflednefs 
and  exalted  delights,  refilling  from  his  prefence  and 
favour,  in  a  participation  of  bis  own  immortal  joys. 

22,  23.  ”  Then  he  who  had  received  two  talents 
came,  and,  bringing  two  more,  made  tbe  like  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  his  Jord’s  favour,  and  of  a  proportionable 
increafe  by  means  of  his  trading  with  them :  And  his 
lord  replied  with  like  approbation  of  him,  and  afluiancet 
of  the  great  things  which  he  would  further  bellow  upon 
him.”— So  when  others  of  Chrift’s  faithful  fervants  and 
difciples,  of  lower  attainments,  appear  before  his  judg¬ 
ment-feat  to  give  up  their  accounts,  they,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  with  tbe  reft,  will  thankfully  own  his  favour,  and 
its  blefled  efFe£ts  on  them ;  and  he  will  alfo  freely  ac¬ 
cept  and  own  their  fervices,  in  their  meafore,  as  equal 
proofs  of  the  truth  of  his  grace  in  them,  and  of  their 
faithfulnels  to  him ;  and  will  advance  them  to  glory 
and  bleflednefs,  as  bigb  as  they  may  be  capable  of,  in 
his  cvcrlaAirg  prefence  and  love;  where  they  will  plunge 

into. 
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14  Then^  he 
mhich  had  recei- 
vcdtheoocuh:ntt 
CJRte  and  laid, 
Lord,  Fkncwthec 
eKac  thou  art  an 
hard  nun,  reap¬ 
ing  vfcert  thou 
hall  not  G>*a>ftnd 
ftfherjdj  whtft 

chou  hart  not 
Unwed :  ' 

*$  And  t  wu 
afraid r  »d  went 
and  hid  thy  taknt 
in  the  earth  ;  lot 
there  thou  halt 

tl't:  h  thine. 


id  HittorctaD* 

fwotd  -and  fail) 

unto  him,  Thou 
wicked  and  doth- 
fill  iervantf  thou 
kutwert  chat  1 
reap  where  1  Tow¬ 
ed  not,  and  ga- 
thcr  where  f  kvtt 
doc  llnwd  1 

17  Thou  oughv- 

eft  tfcmfon  to 
■ 

have  put  my  mo¬ 
ney  to  the  ex¬ 
changers  >  and 
then  at  mv  co¬ 
ming  J  ttauM 
h;ive  '  received 
mine  own  with 
ufury. 


VoL*  I. 


The  Eoangelfjt  Matthew  paraphrdfed *  ipj 

into,  and  be  {wallowed  up  in,  a  boundleis  ocean  of  on* 
utterable  joy,  which  he  will  give  litem  in  communion 
with  himfelf. 

14 , 15.  u  At  lalt  he  who  had  received  one  talent 

cam.e,  and  excufed  his  own  floth  by  an  unjuft  reflect  ion 
upon  bis  lord,,  faying,  I  apprehended  thee  to  be  a  fevere 
matter,  'who  demand  edit  more  than  thou  gaveft,  like 
one.  who,  according  to  tfae  proverb,  would  reap  where 
he  had  nor  (own,  and  gather  corn  where  be  had  never 
fcattered  feed ;  and  fo  1  dreaded  thy  aufterity,  and  would 
not  venture  to  make  any  ufc  of  thy  talent,  but  buried 
it  Id  the  earth :  Behold,  here  is  the  money  thou  gaveft 
me,  and  1  hope  thou  wilt  not  inlift  on  more.”*— So,  af¬ 
ter  the  judgment  of  the  righteous,  Chrilt  will  call -the 
wicked  to  an  account:  And  grac clefs  intruders  and 
people,  who  have  only  the  bounties  of  providence,  and 
eofpd-giftS'  and  privileges,  are  apt.  to  entertain  hard 
thoughts  of  God,  and  to  excitfc  their  own  finful  n  eg  lefts 
by  unjuft  reflections  upon  him,  as  if  he  demanded  more 
of  them  than  he  had  ever  given,  or  would  giv.e,  and  a- 
bility  to  perform}  and  therefore  they  refolve  to  bury 
tbeir  minds  in  earthly  things,  and  yield  themfelves  up 
to  flothfuineft  in  religion;  and  they  hope  to  come  oft, 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  becaufe  they  ate  not  fo  wicked 
as  fame  others,  and  have  done  no  grear  barm  tho’  they 
h'ave  done  no  good. 

26,  27.  **  But  his  lord  replied,  Thou  perVerfe  and 
idle  drone  ;  it  is  plain  by  your  own  coflfelUon,  that  you 
knew  I  expefted  an  improvement  of  tbe  money  1  left 
with  you  y  and  therefore,  if  you  would  not  trade  with 
•  it  in  hopes  of  a  greater  increafe,  you  ought’  at  leaft  to 
have  put  it  out  to  the  banker,  that  at  my  return  I  might 
have  received  mine  own  with  common  intereft  f.”— 4 
So,  in  the  great  day  of  account,  Chrift  will  fay  to  the 
unprofitable,  whom  he  deemslo  be  a  llothful  and  wick¬ 
ed  (errant,  If  you  unrighteotffty  imagined  that  I  was 
fevere  in  requiring  more  than  I  gave,  how  durft  you 
neglefit  an  i  improvement  of  what  -  you  own  I  bellowed 
upon  you  ?  or  how  could  you  think  that  I  would  not 
infill  on  an  improvement  of  that  ?  and  who  told  you, 
that  1  would  not  have  rendered  your  attempts  effectual, 
had  you -made  the  bed  ufc  you  could  of  fuch  advantages 
as  I  favoured  you  with  beyond  what  you  defer  ved  oi>\. 
could  have  demanded  r  Tbis  therefore  is  all  frivolous  SniT 
abufive  pretence,  and  Oiould  rather. have  been  an  argu¬ 
ment  for  diligence  than  for  Roth;  but  that  which  real* 


+  N 


*y 


H  °  T  E. 

f  Pottinj;  mority  out  to  life  in  llA-ft  dtyi ;  kud  Cli'iH 

jl  to  be  iCtlVfrd  H. 


firms  to  i\r 
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il  Talwtfcfhe* 
fore  the  ulrac 

fv&in  him,  and, 
give  if  unro  him 
vhich  hath  *  ten 
ukhis. 


*9  For  wntrt 
wsry  one  that 
fiatU  lldt  be  gi- 
vm,  arkl  he  (ball 
have  abnndanct : 
but  from  himtKu 
hot  Hull  be 

hken  auray,  even 
Jut  which  be 
biiUi, 


57v  £r.?^Zr/7  Matthew  paraphrafid.  Ch.  xxv* 

IjT  moved  you  to  negle£t  my  fervice,  was  your  own  in* 
dolaice  and  did  ike  of  it*  and  not  your  want  of  ability 
for  it. 

28  tc  Then  the  lord  of  thefe  fervants  ordered  the 
fingie  talent  to  be  taken  away  from  bim  who  bad  made 
no  ofe  of  it,  and  given,  tohim  who  had  bee n  m oft  re¬ 
markably  faithful  and  labor  ioua  unto  the  doubling  of. his 
five  talents So  Chrift  will  drip  gracelds  perfcos* 
whether  mini  iters  or  people,  of  all  the  good  things  he 
bellowed  upon  them  ;  and  will  add  Ggnal  bk  flings  to 
them  that  are  eminently  Jaithful-and  diligent  hi  the  ex* 
ercife  of  their  gifts  and  graces  for  his  glory  and  the  good 
of  the  church* 

29  For  f  as  every  one  who  has  grace  and  other  gifts, 
and  by  their  influence  nvakesa  careful  improvement  of 
them,  may  depend  upon  an  increase  of  thefe  and  other 
bldfings,  with  abundance  of  comfort  in  them  on  earth  ; 
fo  lie  (hall  be  crowned  with  all  the  riches  of  a  glorious 
and  everhfUng  Inheritance  in  heaven :  But  as  he  that 
has  only  the  gifts  of  providence  and  of  gofpeU  privileges, 
and  makes  no  better  ufe  of  them  than  if  he  really  had 
them  not,  may  expert  to  be  one  wfey  or  ocher  trialled 
before  he  dies ;  fo  he  (hall  be  utterly  deprived  of  all 
good  things  that  be  bad,  or  feemed  to  have,  for  era  in 
the  day  of  account.  " 

30  And  then  the  great  Judge  of  all  will  order  the 
idle,  uielefs,  and  wicked  (errant,  to  be  caft  into  the 
dreadful  darkuefs  and  horror  of  an  eternal  hell;  where 
he  (hall  have  bitter  lamentation  and  wo,  with  endlefs 
rage  and  agony,  as  the  juft  punifhment  of  his  fin. 

31  Now  when  tbc  MdTiah,  who  condefcended  to 
take  upon  h<m  the  nature  of  man,  (hall  appear  to  make 
thefe  various  ^ retributions,  he  will  come,  not  only  in 
the  glory  of  bus  Father,  (chap,  xvi,  27.).  Alining  in  all 
the  perfections  of  flic  Godhead  j  bur  Hkewile  in  the  tr¬ 
ailed  honours  that  are  peculiar  to  his  perfon  and  office 
as  Mediator  and  Judge  of  the  world,  and  with  a  bright 
retinue  of  an  innumerable  company  of  angels  as  his 
magnificent  train  and  miniftersof  ft  ate  to  execute  his 
commands }  and  ihen  wiJ]  he  Gt  in  3  yiGble  manner, 
with  awful  majelly  and  grandeur,  upon  his  illuftrious 
throne,  which  he  has  prepared  for  judgment. 

32  And  all  mankind,  high  and  low,  young  and  old, 
faints  and  finnei  s,  .JTinrj  and  Gentths^  of  all  nations, 

(hall 

w  t y  t  v 

4  Iti  a  Iktle  (JonbtFui  to  me,  whether  this  verft  be  z  conrinttitiai,  of  nrhjrt  Chrift  wit] 

"lTlat  tic  to  ftt  mu  the  ocncrA  method  of  hi<  dll hen- 


And  raft  yc 
•he  uoprofirabJc 
ftnrant  into  onto' 
darhneft  :  there 
fhall  be  weeping 
arid  saaLhjjie  of 
teeth, 

31  When  the 
Son  of  man  Hull 

Come  in  his  gb- 
jy,  and  slIthAp- 
hf  angel*  with 
him,  then  ftiaU 
he  lit  tijHTTi  the 
throne  of  his  glo- 

•y* 


■  31  And  before 
Bim  ftiatl  be  ga- 
thei'iildl  nation*: 

aud 


lifn<  .,,,,1  l.  c.  1  . 1  ,  . . mnn«i  01  ni$  nunc 

,lete  ■*“*  i  auJ  (liauwc  I  f,«t  t  £ivt(,  iuri,  » linit  as  m™  ^  u, 
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■nrtd  b't  JhaU  fcp*- 
I’iir  them  ont 

from  ahuthcr,  as 
i  fhcphetd  divi¬ 
ded!  JjU  ihzcp 
from  the  goat* : 

jj  AjuI  ht  diall 
fet  the  ft«p  tin 
hi%  right  hand, 
but  the  goat*  ud 
tltc  I dt. 


34  Then  frill 
the  Kicjg  lay  Urv- 
to  them  on  hi* 
right  hand  , 
Come,  ye  bkflod 
flf  my  Father,  in¬ 
herit  the  king* 
don i  prepared  for 
yon  from  the 
foundation  of  the 
world* 


jj  For  I  was 
an-hungrrd,  and 

re  gave  me  meat  i 
wartbirdy,  and 
yegave  roedriok; 
]  wa»  a  ll ranger, 
and  ye  USok  me 
in : 

jtf  Halted,  and 
yc  clothed  me ;  1 
was  fick,  and  ye 
eifuedme :  I  wif 
in  priftui,  and  ye 
came  unto  me* 


37  Then  (hall 
the  righteous  an* 
frer  him,  laying. 
Lord,  when  fatf 
wc  thee  an-ltun* 
gred,  aud  red. 

Or  thirsty, 
and  gave  lixt 
drmk ?  . 

Whn  IW 

'AC 
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(ball  be  brought  before  his  judgment' feat  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  themfelves  to  Uou;  arid  he  (halt  feparate  the 
righteous  from  the  wicked,  as  a  fhephetd  ufes  to  fever 
his  (beep  from  the  goats; 

33  And  he  will  fet  his  chdferi  and  called  in  an  ho¬ 
nourable  filiation,  at  his  right  handj  as  his  dear  pro¬ 
perty,  that  were  given  to  him  by  the  Father^  redeemed 
by  his  blood,  and  tiin&iftisd  by  his  Spirit  ;  but  the  wick¬ 
ed  hcwUl  fet,  in  *  place  of  difhonour  and  di  (grace,  at 
his  left  band,  as  filthy  and  abomi liable  creatures,  like 
goats,  who  loved,  and  lived,  and  died  in  fin^  and  are 
none  of  his. 

34  Then,  having  made  this  reparation  between  them, 
and  put  them  into  diitfnct  companies,  the  royal  Judge 
will  proceed  to  pafs  fenrence,  firit  on  tbe  company  at 
his  right  hand,  faying  to  them,,  with  the  authority  of  a 
king,  whofe  word  is  with  power  and  (ball  take  effe£t, 
and  with  all  the  endearments  of  a  finding  afoett  and 
affe&ionare  voice,  “  Come  hither,  O  ye  blelied  of  my 
Father,  who  have  found  grace  in  his  fight,  whom  he 
has  bleffed  and  will  blefs,  as  he  is  my  Father,  anil  a 

.  Father  of  mercies  to  you  on  my  account  jtake  pofleffion 
of  all  poffifalo  glory  and  blrifednefr,  riches  and  delights, 
in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  as  an  inheritance  of  grace, 
by  right  of  adoption,  which  he  has  provided  for  you  in 
his  everlafting  counfels  and  free  appointments,  and 
Which  he  prepared  for  your  ufe  from  the  beginning  of 
time,  when  he  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 

35,  36.  4‘  For  the  tokens  of  my  (beep,  to  whom  this 
kingdom  belongs,  are  found  upon  you  :  Ye  have  ufed 
the  talents  I  gave  you,  for  my  glory,  and  my  jfeople*£ 
good  $  and  the  evident  fruit  of  your  faith  and  Jove, 
which  prove  their  fineerity,  appear  in  this,  That,  when 
^  1  was  hungry  and  thirfty,  ye  gave  me  meat  and  drink j 
when  I  was  in  ftraits  and  difficulties,  as  a  ftranger,  ye 
courteoully  entertained  me  ;  when  I  wanted  cloaths  to 
cover  and  warm  me,  ye  provided  them  for  me;  when 
1  was  lick,  (tjrnrx*4«M^)  ye  paid  me  kind^rid  compaffionate 
vifits;  and  when  I  was  thrown  into  jail  for  the  gofpeft 
fake,  ye  came  to  relieve  and  comfort  me.” 

27*  38*  39.  Then  the  righteous  will  anfwer,  with  aH 
humility  lilce  perfons  amazed*  .and,  as  it  were,  put  to 
b  holy  blufh,  to  think  that  fo  gracious  and  honourable 
a  notice  ill oul d  ‘be  taken  of  fiich  poor  tittle  mean  fer- 
vices  as  theirs,  *  Lord,  how  is  it  thatthou  ihotfldeO  put 
fucli  a  furprififigly  favourable  conftrudtion,  beyond  all 
our  deftTt,  on  any  thing  tiiat  ever  wav  done. by  us,  raeffc 
of  whom  never  Jaw  thee  in  the  fi.'fli  t  When  liad  v.e 

2  OOBOT- 


to6 


ire  xhtz  a  Gran¬ 
der,  a  wi  took  thv 
In }  or  nak*d , 
tad  clotW  tint? 

JO  Orw!o  taw 
wcthce  fick,6riu 
prifoa,  andc*n>e 
unco  tUcc  ? 

40  Aiul  the 
King  ftnll  an- 
/i«r,  *nd  Ur  i>n- 
to  (Keltic  Verity  I 
JjjT  unto  yuu,  hi 

as  much  as  ye 
Hive  done  U  unto 
trie  of  the  leifl 
of  thcfc  my  bre¬ 
thren,  yi?  have 
4ooe  a  unto  ok. 


4t  Then  Au!L 

he  fay  alio  unto 
them  on  the  left 
haOd  ,  Depart 
from  me,  yc  tur¬ 
fed,  into  everbft- 
ing  fire,  prejured 
for  the  devil  and 
hie  Jitgds* 


41,  f; 


T  «u 
?ri~huDgrcd»  and 
ye  gavd  me  no 
Tneat:  ]  wsthir^ 
tfy,  and  ye  give 
*ne  no  drink,  1 
4j  I  was  L  a 
(Hanger,  and  ye 

took  me  not  in  : 
TUked  ,  and  ye 
tlHluad  me  nor: 

fickj 
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opportunity  of  ever  performing  any  of  thefe  dutiful  of* 
fiecs  of  kimlnefs  and  charity,  and  thereby  teAifytng  our 
love  to  thee,  as  hungry,  or  thirfty,  or  a  (banger,  who 
needed  relief,  or  as  naked,  lick,  and  in  prifon  i  Surely 
nothing  we  have  ever  done. can  be  worthy  of  fo  high  an 
encomium,  much  lets  of  fo  glorious  a  reward  f 

40  But  ChriA,  like  a  king,  who  will  then  appear  to 
difplay  the  glory  of  his  grace  as  well  as  of  his  right eouf- 
nefs,  will  reply,  u  As  I  know  how  your  beans  Hood 
affe&ed  toward  me,  and  how  all  your  works  and  la* 
hours  of  love  were  -  performed  for  my  fake  and  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  my  command ;  the  interpretation  I  have  given 
of  your  actions,  by  their  principles,  Is  a  righteous 
judgment;  and  I  will  put  the  belt  con(lru£tion  upon 
them  to. your  advantage :  Therefore  I  afluredly  tell  you, 
that  lince  ye  have  done  thefe  things  to  one  or  other, 
though  it  were  only  to  the  meaneft,  of  thefe  my  mem¬ 
bers  and  fervants,  whom  ye  now  fee  at  my  right  hand, 
and  whom  I  reckon  as  my  brethren,  I  judge  what  ye 
did  to  them,  becaufc  of  their  relation  to  me,  as  done 
to  myfelf )  and  all  this  I  place  to  my  own  account,  that 
as  ye  therein  owned  and  honoured  me  before  men,  fo  I 
may  now  own  and  'honour  you  in  the  prefence  of  my 
Father  and  of  his  holy  angels.” 

41  After  thiSj  Chrirt  will  mm  to  the  company  of  the 
wicked  oil  his  left  hand,  and  pafs  fentence  upon  them, 
faying,  with  dreadful  majefty  in  his  voice  and  counte¬ 
nance,  “  Depart  from  my  blciTed  and  glorious  prefence, 
ye  impenitent  unbelieving  fmnera,  who  lie  under  the 
righteous  curie  of  a  broken  law  for  your  iniquities ;  1 
will  be  no  Saviour  to  you,  who  reje&ed  me,  and  perG  (led 
in  yonr  fins ;  but  as  ye  have  cholen  the  fervioe,  and  done 
the  work,  of  the  prince  of  darknefs,  and  of  the  reft  of 
the  apoftate  fpirits  whom  he  employed  to  (educe  you,  I 
now  banilh  you  from  my  pretence,  to  keep  them  com¬ 
pany,  and  to  fulFer  with  them  the  everiafting  torments  of 
that  unquenchable  Arc  which  incenfed  juftice  originally 
prepared  for  them.  And  this  is  a  righteous  fentence 
Upon  you : 

41,  43*  “  For  ye  have  the  plain  marks  of  apoftafy, 
impenitence,  and  unbelief,  upon  you :  It  evidently  ap¬ 
pears,  that  ye  have  hid  my  talents,  and  made  no  good 
ufe  of  them  ;  that  ye  have  been  unfaithful  to  your  trulls, 
and  are  noue  of  mine;  in  that,  when  I  was  hungry  and 
thirfty,  ye  gave  me  neither  meat  nor  dlink;  when  I  was 
in  Araks  and  dillicuhies,  as  a  Anuigsr,  ye  gave  me  no 
ejuerrainment ;  when  I  wanted  cioaths  to  cover  and 
me,  yc  would  not  be  at  any  expence  to  provide 

them 
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tick,  and  in  pri- 
Jon,  9Dd  yc  viJit- 
cd  flic  not 


44.  Hicn  Hull 
thry  alfo  antwcr 
him  t  laying  , 
Lurd,  when  {aw 
vc  due  an-huu- 
gred,  ora'tUirtf, 
t'f  a  or 

naked,  or  or 

in  pri£>a,anddbl 
not  niu!llcr  iidw 
thee? 


45  Then  (halt 
he  anfwcr  them, 
faying,  Vciily  t 

fay  unto  y OH,  In 
a5  much  a*  ye  did 
is  uot  to  one  of 
the  Iraft  of  thefe, 
ye  did  U  nut  to 
me. 


46 .  And  thefe 
ftu'l  %o  may  in- 
tocvrfblHng  pu- 

nirtmtem;  Initthe 
righteous  into  life 
Clcrnaj, 
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them  for  me;  when  I  was  lick,  ye  never  came  to  {hew 
any  kindnefa  or  compoffion  to  me ;  and  when,  for* the 
fake  of  the  gofpd,  I  was  call  into  prifon,  ye  never  came 
to  relieve  or  comfort  me*" 

44  Then  the  wicked  will  anftvcr  in  their  turn,  with 
a  defign  to  excufe  and  juftiiy  themfeives,  faying,  like 
perfons  all  in  confhlion  and  hurry,  *  Lord,  when  did 
we  ever  fee  thee  hungry,  or  thirfty,  or;a’  ftrariger,  or  na* 
ked,  or  lick,  or  in  prtfon,  anti  did  not  perform  the  offices 
of  kinrinda  and  charity  to  thee  which  fuch  ctrcumfhnces 
called  for  ?  Our  eyes  never  behdd  thee  in  fuch  want  and 
neceffity,  and  we  never  refufed  to  communicate  to  thy 
relief/  V 


45  But  Chrift  will  reply,  w  I,  who  know  your  hearts, 
and  all  your  principles  and  defigns,  afluredly  tell  you. 
That  as,  for  want  of  love  to  me,  and  of  due  regard  to 
my  commands,  ye  tlefpiftd  one  or  other  of  thefe  my 
brethren  whom  ye  now  fee  at  my  right  hand,  and  would 
not  do  the  before*- mentioned  things  to  them  for  my  fake, 
as  induced  thereunto  by  their  relation  to  me  j  I  judge 
righteous  judgment,  in  reckoning  your  negleft  of  them 
as  a  difaffeftion  to  myfrif :  My  fcntence  therefore  {halt 
{land.” 

46  And,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  different  awards,  from 
which  there  is  no  appeal,  thefe  wicked  ahd  juitly  ac* 
cur  fed  creatures  {hall  deport  from  my  bJefled  pretence 
into  evcrlafting  deftrudion  :  But  the  righteous  ihall  in* 
hcrit  the  kingdom,  which  confifta  in  a  complete  poflef- 
Con  of  everlasting  life  and  bldfcdncfs. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

Oh  the  ineftitnsttc  worth  of  true  grace  in  the  heart  !  When  it  is  at  the  lowelt 
ebb  there,  it  iwrverthdcfc  makes  a  wide  difference  between  teat  believers,  and 
mere  pro  if  (Ton  of  tlie  gofpei*  Though  this  may  to  me  times  not  be  diicerued  now, 
it  will  certainly  appear  in  the  day  oLjudgmcm,  when  the  grace  that  ia  in  one 
will  not  profit  another,  nor  pretences  paft  for  realities;  hut  every  one  tmift.givv 
an  account  of  bimfrlf  to  God.  And  oh  with  what  awful  majefly  ami  glory  will 
the  Lent  JHus  appear,  when  be  comes  to  judge  the  world  at  the  la  ft  day  I  VVb.it. 
a  vaft  affembly  will  then  be  gathered  together  before  his  tribunal!  And  what  a 
dreadful  di {appointment  will  fame  meet  with  there,  who  deceived  thcmfeTvcs 
with  vain  hope*  here!  Chrift  will  then  fepamte  between  the  precious  and  the  vile; 
will  lay  them  all  open  in  a  clear  light,  with  regard  to  their  governing  principles 
and  views,  as  weft  as  the  comic  of  their  lives;  and  will  judge  them  upon  the  toot 
of  proper  evidence,  and  tvwwI  them  according  to  their  refpeftive  works  as  they 
fhwl  witnefa  for  or  again  ft  them.  Wo  to  all  thofc  that  take  op  with  a  formal  hy¬ 
pocritical  pmfeJBon;  that  entertain  hard  thoughts  of  God,  and  fo  negleft  the 
trufts  committed  to  them;  or  that  go  about  to  acpufe  him,  and  excufc  themfelves! 
"Hie  great  Judge  of  aB  will  difeover  even  their  moft  fecrct  iniquity;  will  confine 
and  pour  confuiion  upon  them,  for  their  falfe  picas  either  of  innocence  or  of  want 
of  proper  afiiftance  and  encouragement;  and,  as  the  juft  reward  of  their  fin  and 
ftoth,  will  haul  in  them  his  delightful  prefence,  and  take  everWlmg  vengeance  up¬ 
on  them.  But  blrfted  are  they  ihjd  have  the  gra<N  gf  God  in  truth,  ai:d  arc  thercr 

N  3  by 
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by  inclined  And  cnstblcd  to  be  faithful  in  the  difebarge  of  the  duties  of  their  Ra¬ 
tions,  whether  their  taUqr&  be  more  or  lefe*  CltrsA  wili  take  a  kind  arid  graci¬ 
ous  notice  of  I11;  work  in  them*  and  even  of  the  lea  ft  of  their  upright  ferriecs  for 
bun:  And  while  they  will  thmk  meanly  of  their  beft  performances*  and  difefaim 
all  merit  by  them  in  the  great  day,  he  will  mate  the  heft  of  them  in  their  favour; 
aud  in  the  rich  abundance  of  his  grace  will  admit  them  into  his  blefled  pre fence t 
a  mi,  crown  them  With  immortal  honour,  to  .their  utmoft  faiisiadioti  and  joy,  ta 
hi*  cvednAii>g  kingdom. 


CHAP,  XXVI. 

■ 

■ 

The  Jews  confpire  a  gain  ft  Cbrift,  I, — 5.  A  -woman  anoints  his  head, 
6y — r  3.  Judas  fells  him ,  14, — 16.  Chrift  eats  his  loft  pajkver  with 
the  d.fc  i pies,  17, — 2  <.  Inflitutes  his  j upper ,  and  forte h  his  difeipks 
forfaiting,  and  Peter’r  denying  him,  26,-37.  agony  in  the  gar¬ 
den ,  361 — 46.  Judiis  betrays  him  into  the  hands  of  the  officers,  47, 
—56.  He  is  arraigned ,  and  condemned  in  the  bigh-prteJPs  court, 
57,-68,  And  Peter  denies  him ,  69,-75. 


Tbit- 

AND  it  came 

to  pais  , 
when  Jifus  had 
finished  tUefc 
fay  lugs,  he  laid 
unto  hif  difeipta, 
X  Ye  know 
two  rliiyf 
is  the  yV#y?  of  the 

P-iflbvcr*  and  the 

Son  of  man  is  be¬ 
trayed  to  he  cria- 
tifietL  ! 

3  Thennflrm- 
bird  together  the 
chief  pridh,  and 
the  feribe*,  and 
[lie  elder*  of  tho 
people,  uiuo  the 
palace  of  the  high 
prieft,  who  1*3$ 
plied  Cfciipha?, 


Fak  A  phrase. 

TTTHen  Jcfqs  had  made  an  end  of  all  thefc  important 
*  *  difcourfes,  he  reminded  His  difciples,  that  on  the 
approaching  padbveiy  which  they  knew  was  to  be  cele¬ 
brated  at  Jeruf&lim  within  two  or  three  days,  he,  the 
Mefliah,  fhould  he  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  Jevtijb 
rulers,  who  were  his  moil  inveterate  enemies,  and  would 
deliver  him  np  to  the  Reman  power  to  he  crucified}  they 
having  no  power  within  themfelvea  to  put  any  one  to 
that  fort  of  death,  (fee  the  note  on  John  xviiu  31*) 

3  About  the  time  (hat  he  foretold  this,  the  chief 
priefls,  and  doflors  of  the  law,  and  elders  of  the  people, 
the  men  of  chief  authority,  as  being  members  of  the  f 
fanhedrim,  joined  together  in  a  confederacy  aguinfl: 
him  ;  and  met  iri  the  palace  of  C&iaphat,  who  w;is  high? 
pried  that  year,  {John  xL  49,  5 r.)  to  concert  the  pro- 
pereft  me^iures  for  compafllng  their  malicious  defign. 

4  And 

K  O  T  E- 


f  The  7 ifwijfir  finheilttm,  or  great  coun- 
dl,  waf  tnc  itipreme  court  of  judicature, 
which  fiqd  irUlkcted  in  tlw  day*  of  Mlfi  ; 
and  eottfidtj  of  feveflty  wife  men  nr  eftrrs* 
beiidcs  M*fes  their  prince  or  chief,  ( 
xi.  iS,  17,  »4r  :  Hut  fnmc  Learned  men 

luppofc,  that  t'.Lhd  and  Meded  (mentioned 
ver*  16.)  were  added  m  the  fcverry,  and  fo 
made  revcnty*two,  after  the  raievt  fi*  for 
every  tribe  «f  JjraeL  This  great  council  or¬ 
dinarily  fat  in  'i  court,  of  ch-inhtr,  of  the 
temple,  talfrrt  G  nitb  ;  aisd  judged  of  tU 
matters  of  the  *rta£dl  oni^^nenec*  The 
i*eat  court  of  judicature,  inferior  to  this,  wn- 
f;ilcd  of  twenfy-ibrce ;  which,  Jinbig  in  a 
luoiii  by  or  wtr.  the  g.ipet  of  their  ci^a, 
way  called  i  exd  in  Ut  :r  ^Utt 


h  jwrgt  the  p&ph.vtith  jitjl  judfn?trjy  Drill. ' 
xvi.  VS,  Two  fiich  councils  lit  at  '/:•'**_ fifem  ; 
one  in  the  gate  Sbujbdu,  nr  the  gaic  of  ih>: 
mnnnfain  of  the  houk  i  *.nd  the  o*hc r  in  the 
ptc  or  the  ^:c  nf  rlic  cnirc:  Aoi! 

oivc  council  of  thU  fotx  fit  in  the  eve* 

ry  city  that  cmiuined  ;i t  h:jd  one  Nu min'd 
and  ttvcn'y  of  famiiic^;  ilkii- 

meut  tst  uurtGMf  of  life  a  ad  de^tu  in  fomc  ca- 
fei,  though  not  in  all:  And  if  in  any  town 
or  city  there  werr^eik  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  families,  there  was  a  court  or  con  ft* 
Jtory  of  three,  which  look  Cognizance  otilr 
of  ittftriftr  oaufe,  or  fuelt  *cre  not  t^pi- 
tah  VrJ,  SrM  di  SywA,  l*  i.  f.  4-  §  a,  7*  §. 
$.  i"  cap.  §T  ^4,  And  fee 

fr**  vcl.  3.  p.  tS9i* 


Ch,  ml. 

\ 

4  Aed  capfplt- 
cd  that,  they 
might  rake  Jdiis 
by  iiibully*  and 
kill  Aw. 


5  Bottficyfaid, 

Nut  on  tlie  fca/t- 
daft  h-rt  there  be 
vi  uproar  amoag 
tile  people. 
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4  And  the  fcheme  they  formed  and  rdblved  upon 
was,  not  to  feizc  Jefus  by  open  violence,  which  might  be 
hazardous  to  themfelve-^,  and  defeat  their  plot  againtf  him* 
efpecially  at  the  time  when  there  was  fuch  a  vaftconcourfc 
of  people  from  all  pans,  many  of  which  were  wcll-af- 
ie^ed  towards  him  5  but  to  contrive  means  of  getting  him 
privately  into  their  power,  and  then  to  put  him  to  death* 

5  However,  fome  among  than  were  ib  apprehenfive 
of  the  great  inicreft  he  had  in  the  nfleftfons  of  the  po¬ 
pulace,  that  they  advifed  apainft  attempting  even  this 
private  way  of  apprehending  him,  till  after  the  paflover j 
left  the  multitude,  perceiving  the  defign  of  the  fanhe- 
drim,  fliouid  be  outrageous,  and  tale  up  arms  to  refcuc 
him  out  of  their  hands  :  Bat  others  were  for  having  him 
feizetl  as  foon  as  polTible  j  and  Go<t,  permitting  their 
count'd  to  take  effect,  over-ruled  it  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  bis  own  deiign,  that,  tit  the  very  time  of  the 
paflover,  the' true  Pal'chat  Lamb  fliouid  be  publicly  fa- 
crificed  for  us* 


Now  when 
Jeiu&  w*s  iu  Be¬ 
thany  t  in  the 
hofife  of  Simon 
the  leper, 

7  There  cime 

unto  him  4  wo¬ 
man  having  an 
al&taftcr  -  boac  of 
very  piteiaus 
ointment  ,  and 
poured  if  on  hh 
aa'ht  iat  at 


ikh L 

S  L3ut  when  his 
djJcipL'S  Clw  ita 
they  had  lndi"— 

muon,  laying. 

To 


6,  7.  Now  a  few  days  before  this  t,  as  Jcfas  was  lit* 
ting  and  eating  at  a  village  near  Jerttfakm,  called 
Bethany,  in  tbe  houfe  of  Siwon,  who,  by  way  of  diflinc- 
cion,  was  ftyleil  the  I^eper,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark 
xiv.  3,)  a  certain  Ionian,  LazaruSs  fitter,  bringing  a* 
long  with  her  an  alaha(Ver>box  of  very  cottly  and  fragrant 
ointment,  opened  the  box,  and  poured  the  precious 
ointment  upon  his* head  and  feet,  {John  xti.  3.)  in  tefti- 
mony  of  her  faith  in  him  as  the  Mefliah  or  God's  Anointed, 
and  of  her  love  and  refpeff  to  him. 

8  But  when  his  difciples  obferved  it,  fome  of  them 
were  much  difpleafrd,  faying  privately  $>  What  an  im¬ 
prudent  extravagance  is  this  ?  Our  Matter-docs  not  affect 
fuch  delicacies  and  profu reliefs:  Why  does  this  woman 

•  waftc 


N  o 

■f  It  fttnw  {torn  John  xn.  i.  tbn  what 
follows,  about  the  itnoiming  of  QmHVho 
dy  it  lioufe  in  was  fit  rijjs 

i/firt  the  ?xjhv£ry  and  ib  vtu  three  or  four 
■by*  before  the  time  at  which  he  here  fold, 
(vrr.  t.)  After  /w  days  H  the  pattbver :  And 
it  is  probable,  that  Jadas's  going  with  dif- 
content,  after  this  anointing,  to  the  fattho 
drim,  and  oJftrbg  to  ddiverjdus  into  their 
hand^  wu&  the  |.vi»iripal  raft  ft  that  prevail¬ 
ed  with  them  to  go  OH  immediately  with  their 
dcligo  of  apjtrehendiog  him*  (ver.  j,  4.) 
left  they  fttouM  iM  1 t&ti  with  another  op¬ 
portunity  ft  convenient  for  Though  in 
xii  howic  is  not  mentioned,* 

and j  Lazar  us  anti  Martha  are  laid  to  k  at 
ftipper ;  it  mi«hi  bt,  dlherthat  they  all  dwelt 
together  in  the  lame  hmile  j  or  that  Lazaras 
at  Simp's  houie  aw  giiefta  and  Mai'&a 


r  e  s, 

it  an  afliftant  in  the  rntcfidmtietitt  and  that 
.Mary  being  there  a*  a  frieid,  was  the  woman 
here  meant  who  anointed  Jdw*  And  though 
both  our  cwngrlift  and  Mark  mention  the 
wuaKiiS  anointing  only  his  he<*d,  and  lie 
aportlc  Jmh  fpeaka  of  M&y't  anointing  in¬ 
ly  his  feet,  it  is  no  uuufuil  thing  for  unr  rf 
theft  (acred  to  fnpply  uhat  was  **- 

mitted  by  the  others ;  and  the  apofllc  JJra 
writing  Uft,  mighty  for  a  further  etiLr'^ 
mem  of  the  hiltory,  add  the  anointing  of 
hw  ftet ;  And  tb  all  this  may  very  well  con- 
lift  with  the  liilWy's  bring  the  brae,  as  thty 
appear  to  he  in  otHcc  eircunalhnirci*  1  bis 
fuppnfition  frees  them  fnnn  various  purpjcxi- 
tiei;  that  other  wife  would  attend  tlieio. 

J  Tlds  wis  probably  at  the  inftigJtlon  of 
Jadiiij  who  mtu'imircd  at  it-  'jw  aiL  4» 
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To  what  parnoli 
rj  thUwaftci 


C  Fartlmoint- 
meiit  miniti  have 
(jfcn  fold  for 
rsitch,  ini  £iv« 
to  the  poor. 

10  ’When  Je* 
fts  nnderftood  itt 

(jiii  untAthe^n, 

Why  trouble  ye 

lU  Uranian  ?  for 
th*.  hath  wnmight 
a  good  work  upon 

mz+ 


F 


wade  to  much  precious  ointment  without  any  occafion, 
urhen  it  might  have  been  unproved  to  more  valuable 
purpofes  ? 

9  For  this  might  have  been  fold  for  a  considerable 
fum,  and  the  money  been  diilributed  among  the  poor 
for  the  relief  of  their  necefliues.  Thus  they  raftily  cen- 
fured  her,  and  were  wanting  in  their  refpeft  to  their  Lord. 

10  But  Jefus  knowing  all  hearts,  and  obfeeving  not 
only  their  murmbungs  abour  it,  but  lik^wife  the  dif¬ 
ferent  principles  that  influenced  her  and  them,  rebuked 
them,  faying,  Why  do  ye  blame  this  woman,  ns  if  She 
had  done  amifs  ?  She  has  herein  ailed  a  better  part  than 
you  i  For  it  is  indeed  a  good  work,  very  proper  and 
fcafonable  in  my  prefent  circum (lances ;  and  is  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  her  faith  in,  and  love  to,  me. 


1 1  For  ye  have 
♦he  pw»r  always 
virh  yon ;  hat  me 

ye  hive  aot  aU 

way*. 


i%  For  in  that 
(be  hath  poured 
this  ointment  On 
my  body,  fhe  did 
it  tor  xny  tar  Ul. 


t  j  Verify  1  fay 
unto  you,  where* 
{never  this  gofpd 
Jh  iU  he  preach- 
jril  w  the  whnfo 
world,  thert  ft  ill 
alfo  this  ,  thit 
this  woman  hath 
done,  be  toll  for 
it  rocmtuuioFIitr* 

14  Then  one 
ofrhc  twelve,  eall- 
ol  Juddi  tfcinoi, 
went  unto  riic 
chief  prifc/U, 
t  j  And  foul 

Whjt 

wjll  yc  giee  me, 
^nil  X  wi]l  deli¬ 
ver 


1 1  For  as  to  what  ye  fuggeft  about  difpofing  of  this 
coftty  ointment  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Ye  will  al¬ 
ways  have  them  prefent  with  you  as  proper  objects  of 
your  charity,  whom  ye  may  have  perpetual  opportu¬ 
nities  of  relieving  as  often  as  ye  are  inclined  to  it ;  but 
I  fhalt  continue  to  be  corporally  prefent  with  you  only 
for  a  very  little  white,  being  foon  to  go  to  the  Father  ; 
and  therefore  ye  ought  not  to  grudge  this  her  feafonabk 
expence,  to  teftify  the -honourable  regards  ftie  has  to  me* 

it  For  this  is  nQt  fo  needlefs  a  charge  as  ye  imagine, 
fince,  in  a  few  days,  I  mu  ft  be  crucified  and  buried  ; 
4nd,  as  (he  will  not  hare  an  opportunity  to  embalm  my 
body  then,  which, .  in  that  cafe,  ye  would  think  a  fuit- 
abk  teken  of  her  refpefl  to  me,  (he  has  been  fccreily 
influenced  to  pay  me  this  honour  before -hand ;  and  has 
thereby  fhewn,  that  her  believing  and  affectionate  ho¬ 
mage  exceeds  yours, 

13  I  aftiiredly  tell  you.  This  woman’s  thus  remark¬ 
ably  anointing  my  body  againft  my  burial,  is  fucb  ah 
extraordinary  inftance  of  ber  faith  and  love, 'and  fo  much 
to  the  honour  of  my  narpe,  that  it  fliall  be  recorded  to 
her  commendation,'  and  to  the  encouragement  of  thofe 
graces  in  others,  wherever  the  glad  tidings  of  falvaticnf 
founded  on  my  death  and  refurreftion,  fhali  be  pubiilh- 
*ed,  even  through  all  the  nations  of  the  world. 

14,  15.  After  this,  Judaic  fomamed  J/jGrht*  :ho> 
he  was  one  of  the  twelve  a  potties  whQip  Chrift  had 
cliofen  to  be  his  moll  intimate  friends  ami  attendants, 
and  always  treated  with  Lrndnefs  and  favour  y  yet  this 
ungrateful,  covetous,  and  perfidious  hypocrite,  thro* 
the  indication  of  Saran,  { Luke  xxii*  3.)  and  the  di  (con¬ 
tent  ot  his  own  mind,  went  to  the  chief  priefts^  and 

aiked  them,  What  they  would  §ivc  him  to  betray  Jefua 
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vcrhioo  nnfayou? 
And  they  cove- 
it  anted  with  him 
f->r  thirty  piecn 
cf  fdver. 


1 6  And  from 
that  ume  he 
fought  opportu¬ 
nity  tu  betray  him* 


i  y  Now  the 
firrt  day  of  the 
fr*ft  tf  untaven- 
td  bread*  the  Jif- 
rt files  cjme  to  Je* 
fios,  faying  onto 
him,  Wheie  will 

tiirMi  dial  we  pre¬ 
pare  for-  [lift  to 
eat  the  pjflbvtr  l 


tB  And  be  laid* 
Go  into  the  city 
to  fiich  a  man, 
and  b  junto  him. 
The  matter  faith, 
My  rime  it  at 
hand ;  I  will  keep 
the  palWcratthy 
houic  with  toy 
difciples, 


privately  into  their  hands  ?  affbrirrg  them,  that  for  a 
fum  of  money  he  would  <io  it;  And  as  this  was  what 
they  moil  of  all  wanted,  they  readily  agreed  to  give  hint 
thirty  (hekels  of  lilver  f,  which  was,  by  the  law,  the 
price  of  a  flare,  {Exod.  xxi.  32-)  A  goodly  price  that  hr 
vm s  prized  at  f  {Zcch*  xu  13.) 

16  And  yet,  mean  and  trifling  as  the  fum  was,  this 
bafc-fpirited  creature  took  up  with  it  j  and  from  that 
time  forward  watched  for  an  opportunity  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  place  to  which  Jefus  privately  retired, 
that  they  might  find  and  feize  him, 

17  Now  on  the  firft  day  of  unleavened  bread,  the 
day  appointed  of  Cod,  and  ufually  obiefved  by  the 

for  killing  the  pafdial  lamh,  which  was  to  be  eaten  in 
the  evening,  as  a  memorial  of  IfracPs  protection  from 
the  deftroying  angel,  and  deliverance  out  of  £gypt$  hU 
difciples,  knowing  that  no  difficulties  or  dangers  would 
divert  him  from  obferving  an  ordinance  of  God,  came 
and  ifLcd  him  at  what  houfe  he  would  plcafe  to  have 
them  make  ready  for  their  eating  the  pa  Dover;  they  be¬ 
ing  all  it  rangers  at  Jfmfalm,  and  having  no  habitation 
of  their  own  there  J* 

r8  And  Jefus,  to  (hew  his  authority,  and  his  fore¬ 
knowledge  of  all  things,  ordered  Peter  and  John  (Luke 
xxii.  Sp)  to  repair  to  JrrtifaJem^  where  they  ffiould  meet 
with  a  man,  whom  he  deferibed  by  Come  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  {Mark  xiv*  13.);  and  bad  them  tell  h*m. 
Their  Lord  and  Matter  had  fent them  to  let  him  know 
that  the  time  determined  of  God  for  li-is  being  put  ;:> 
death  was  juft  at  hand,  and  to  demand  liberty  for  him- 
felf  and  his  difciples  to  eat  the  pafclml  lamb  together  at 
his  houfe. 


ip  And  the  di- 
did  as  Je* 
fus  hid  appointed 
them  \  ind  they 
made  ready  die 
pilTuya, 


1  0  Nov  when 
the  evto  was 


19  Accordingly  thefe  difciples,  without  deputing  bis 
order  or  doubting  of  fuccefs,  wetit  into  the  city,  found 
the  man  whom  Jefus  had  deferibed,  and  did  every  thing 
according  to  the  dire&ions  he  had  given  them  ;  and, 
as  this  man  readily  complied  with  their  dc-tign,  they  gnt 
the  Iamb  killed  in  the  court  of  the  temple,'  had  it  ro, di¬ 
ed,  provided  unleavened  bread|  and  winet  and  bitter 
herbs,  and  made  every  thing  ready  for  Clmtl’s  cclcbm* 
tion  of  die  paffover  with  them,  in  a  room  pioperiy  fur- 
nUhed,  'and  commodious  for  that  purpofei(/Vflr#xiv- 1  5/j 

20  Now  when,  after  fun-fet,  the  latter  everting  came 


come,  oil 

NOT  E.  S. 

t  A  Jbcfcel  was  about  two  (hilling  and  faltm  were  not  to  tw  hired  ;  hit,  th? 

four  pence ;  boat,  if  we  reckon  it  at  half  a  rime  of  the  fudT  wen?  nf  enmmoti  ri^!u. 
er:*wn,  this'  Cam  -  amounted  only  to  du'tt  i  Chritt’s  orbing  them'  to  rdt  the  nia>* 
poinds  fifteen  (hilling*  Sterling*  this,  leems  to  intimate*  tint  hr  ws>  nut*  f'r 

hi*  difciples,  or  at  h-att  oae  or  h.*  trie!*;!-, 
;j  Dr  Ufhfiit  Gyv,  The  houfes  of  7*73-  though  not  an  apnttJc* 
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come  ,  he  fit 
4uwn  with  the 
twelve* 

tT  Aniiurhry 
dl  eat,  he  fci/. 
Verily  1  £ty  unto 
Jf’ii,  that  one  of 
you  Hull  betray 
ane. 


on  §,  which  was  the  .time  for  the  Jews  eating  die  paflo- 
ver,  Jeftts  went  to  the  houfe,  and  there  iat  down  with 
the  twelve  apoftles  to  fupper. 

21  And  while  they  were  eating,  he,  knowing  all  that 
was  in  Judas’  heart,  took  occaiion  to  fay,  I  tfffuredjy  tell 
you,  that  one  of  you,  who,  as  my  friends  and  family, 
are  now  celebrating  this  feaft  with  me,  will  treacheroufly 

difeover  me  to  mine  enemies,  that  they  may  privately 
apprehend  and  put  me  to  death.  (See  the  note  on  Luke 
xxii.  21.) 


And  they 
\n.rc  exceeding 
fi>rrowfuI  T  and 
began  emery  one 
of  them  to  fay 
unto  him.  Laid, 

UilU 


22  Upon  hearing  this*  the  difciples  were  exceeding* 
ly  alarmed*  and  troubled  within  themfelves*  to  think 
that  fuch  evil  fliould  befal  their  Lord*  and  that  any  of 
them  fho ill d  a£k  fuch  a  monftronfly  vile  and  ungrateful 
partin  it  j  and  each  of  them*  Judas  excepted,  being 
snore  apt  to  fufpeft  his  own  than  any  of  his  brethren* 
heart*  though  he  was  not  conscious  of  the  lead  inclina¬ 
tion  or  defign  that  way ;  and  being  defirous  of  Chrift’s 
clearing  him  j  began*  in  hisjturn,  to  lay,  Lord*  1  hum¬ 
bly  hope  it  is  not  I  that  fhall  prove  to  be  this  villanous 
wretch. 


13  Andhc^u* 
fwdid  and  faid. 
He  that  diippctb 

His  hand  with  me 
in  the  difh,  the 
wtvie  (halt  bciriy 
me* 


14  The  Srtn  of 

man  gotth,  as  it 
a>  written  of  him; 
hut  wo  tint O  that 
man  by  whom  rht 

isgo  of- roan  U  be* 

trayed  !  it  had 
been  good  for  that 
mail,  if  he  had 
IKK  been  bom. 


a  $  Then  Jn- 
da*,  which  be¬ 
trayed  biro,  an- 

IftCi  id 


23  Cbrift*  not  thinking  it  proper  as  yet  to  fix  the 
charge  particularly  on  the  man  to  whom  it  belonged* 
replied*  One  of  you  who  is  now  putting  bis  hand  into 
the  fame  difh,  and  eating  with  me*  (fee  the  note  on 
Mark  xiv*  26.)  is  the  perfidious  dilciple,  who*  under  a 
pretence  of  friendship,  will  certainly  betray  me*  accor¬ 
ding  co  that  ancient  prophecy*  Mine  awn  familiar  friendy 
ivbich  did  eat  of  my  bread)  has  t\ft  up  bis  heel  agamfi  mcy 
(Pfal,  xli.  9.)  - 

?3  I  the  Mcffiah  vmift  needs  undergo  the  bkterefl 
fade  rings,  and  am  willing  to  endure  them*  according 
to  the  prophecies  concerning  me:  But*. how  much  fu- 
erer  infinite  Wifdom  will  overrule  the  wickednefs  of 
the  trairoMo  accomplifh  the  moll  glorious  defigns*  this 
is  no  excufe  to  him*  or  extenuation  of  his  fin,;  his  righ¬ 
teous  pun  j  fitment  therefore  will  be  fo  exceeding  dread¬ 
ful*  that  it  would  have  been  happy  for  him  never  to  have 
had  a  being*  fince  it  is  better  not  to  be  at  all  than  to  be 
fo  mifcrabic, 

2  c  Then  Jndasy  who  was  the  traitor  Chnft  pointed 
at*  being  To  hardened  in  his  wickednefs  as  not  to  be 
moved  by  the  terrible  wo  denounced  agaiuft  him*  put 


ou 


NOTE. 


5  Tlie  time  appointed  for  luffing  fhe  p^f- 
dul  lamb  (/i.,xveC  xiU  S,}  was  p* 

tvrzn  tec  fw  etteitUgst  vr  m  site  afternoon 
before  futi-firuing ;  tor  ai!  the  afternoon 
called  the  evening  of  Uut  d^y  ;  and  fcfc  lat¬ 


ter  evening  lieg-in  at  fura-fVtting,  which  was 
the  time  for  tiling  the  paflgver*  Sft 
fioerib  on  Kxcd.  xti*  <f,  8-  and  IPbiti/*  ap¬ 
pendix  to  M'vt  xiv. 

t  T*« 


Ch.  xx  vi. 

fa-tired ,  and  £fd. 
Miller  t  ii  it  I  ? 
He  iiiulumti  him, 
Thou  haftfiuL 


id  Andvthty 
wet  e  earing,  Jefus 
toot  bftul,  uul 
hkfled  i,  and 

brike  if,  and  gave 
it  to  the  difdpti, 
and  {Mi  Take, 
c  'i ;  (hi;  ia  my 
body. 


17  And  he  took 
the  cap,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  gave 
it  10  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  JDpok  ye  all 

>  p  * 

ot  u; 


18  Far  this  is 

my  blood  of  the 
tew  teftament  , 
ttltich  ii  (bed  for 

c;my,  for  the 

Bullion  of  line. 


19  But  I  fay 
biiui  you;  I  will 
iu4  drink  heaccr 
forth  of  this  fruit 
bf  the  vine,  until 

tint 
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on  a  bold 'face;  and  fuppoGng,  under  the  power  of  un- 
belief* .  that  Chrift  did  not  know  his  fccret  defign,  or 
would  not  difeover  him  to  tfie  reft,  a^d  fearing  left  hi* 
(lienee  fhould  be  conftrued  into  an  argument  of  guilt, 
he  laid.  Matter,  I  hope  you  do  not  mean  that  I  am  he 
who  will  betray  you  ?  To  which  Jefus  replied,  in  term* 
that  amounted  to  his  faying*  Thou  art  jhe  man*  (See 
the  note  on  Lqte  xxiu  70,) 

26  And  at  the  latter  end  of  the  pafchal  (upper,  before 
the  table  was  cleared,  Jefus,  to  (hew  that  he  was  there¬ 
by  typified  as  the  Lamb  of  God  who  was  to  be  facrificed 
for  us,  toot  in  his  hands  fiich  bread  as  was  then  in  com¬ 
mon  life 5  and  having  fet  it  apart  for  facred  fervice  by 
tbankfgiving  and  prayer  +,  he  brake  it,  and  dlftributcd 
it  among  the  difciples,  faying,  Take,  and  eat  it :  For 
1  appoint  this  (acramental  bread  to  be  henceforth  eaten 
as  the  memorial  of  my  body's  being  broken  for  your  re¬ 
demption  by  my  fufFerings  and  death  j  in  like  manner 
as  the  eating  of  the  pafchal  lamb  was  appointed  to  he  a 
memorial  of  the  prefervation  of  Ifratl  from  the  deftroy- 
ing  angel,  and  of  their  deliverance  out  of  Egypt .  (See 
the  note  on  Mark  xir.  22*  and  Luke  ixii.  19.) 

27  After  the  fame  manner,  he  like  wife  took  a  cup  of 
fticb  wine  in  his  hand  as  they  had  at  the  plfchal  (upper ; 
and,  fetting  this  apart,  by  tbankfgiving  and  prayer,  to 
facramental  ufe,  delivered  it  10  bis  d  j  l  ei  pies,  faying  to 

every  one  of  them,  Drink  of  this:  (See  the  note  on  Luts* 
X&ii.  20,) 

aft  For  1  appoint  this  facramental  wine  to  be  hence¬ 
forth  drank  by  ail  my  difciplcs,  as  the  reprefentarion 
arid  memorial  of  my  blood’s  being  fhed  for  the  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  new  covenant  and  pure  ha  ling  of  uil 
its  blelBiigs,  and  particularly  for  the  forgivenefs  of  the 
fins  of  vail  multitudes,  not  of  th z-Jeivs  only,  but  of  the 
GwitiUs  alfo,  even  of  all  that  by  faith  receive  the  atone* 
mem 

29  But  1  tell  you,  that,  from  this  time  forward,  l 
have  done  Tfrith  drinking  the  juice  of  the  grape  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  Ifrat? a  deliverance  ;  and  will  have  that 
ordinance  continued  no  longer,  than  till  the  things  it 
typified  (hall  he  fulfilled  {Luke  xxii,  16*)  by  a  more  glo¬ 
rious  redemption,  in  the  gofpeMungdoni,  which  will 


...  c 


iZ 


t  The  Jews  bam  were  bto 
and  £t>  might  caUly  U:  broken. 


NOTES. 


■ 

+  Though  Chrift  w«  not  yet  crucified,  he 
fpnksof  his  death  ^  if  it  were  already  piift, 
bxufc  it  watjuft  at  hand,  and  this  ordi- 
ifjiicc  wit  to  he  a  Handing  meoioriil  of  it  la 


all  after  tm :  That  God  fidd  of  c^untri- 
6on  to  j$rabrttnt  juft  Ufwt  he  and  all  U; 
were  rireunicilcd,  This  h  my  onrtrtmttt  {Geo, 
yru.  9t  to.) ;  and  he  laid  of  the  paifii  rer 
Ifrutli  juft  before  he  had  patted  ovit  ih iic 
houfet,  and  delivered  thtim  out  of 
Lktk  Lsrft  (Evjd,  xH.  i  i«;  # 


£04  The  Evangel!]}  Matthew  paraphrafed.  Ch.  xxvi. 

iii«  day  when  r  rake  place  after  my  refurrc&ion,  and  will  call  for  a  new 
annKit  oea  witli  r  V  *  *  /  *  j*  t  i 

>tjl  in  my  Pa-  u^e  °*  wine  mi  mc  commemorafi ve  ordinance  I  have 

iher't  Jctn^om.  now  infhtutcd  :  Nor  will  I  any  more  lb  freely  and  fa* 

miiiarly  commune  with  yon  again  in.pcriou,  till  I  take 

you  up  co  heaven  \  where  I  will  admit  you -to  ftill  more 

intimate  and  delightful  fellowfhip  with  me,  which  will 

be  always  freih  and  entertaining^  like  new  wine  that 

was  never  drank  before,  and  is  of  a  different  nature 

from  that  which  we  have  been  drinking  now  5  and 

where  we  (hall  celebrate  together,  with  inexpretiSble  joy, 

your  complete  deliverance  from  all  fin  and  forrow 

30  And  when  30  And  when,  at  the  dofe*  they  had  fung  a  pfalm 

hrmQfathnnJJnt  or  f°ntf  °f  pfaifc  fuited  to  the  prefent  occafion,  Chrift, 
out  ’imo  rhe  kilowing  that  the  time  of  his  being  betrayed  was  juft 
mount  of  olives,  coming  on,  would  not  ftay  to  be  apprehended  in  the 

houfe,  left  he  Humid  bring  the  mailer  of  it  into  trouble4, 
nor  in  Jerufalimf  \tffc  it  (hould  occafion  public  tumults 
and  outrages  j  but  retired  with  bi^diJ'ciplesto  the  mount 
pf  Gtivtu 


31  Then  faith 
Jrius  unto  them. 
All  ye  fhd)  bcof- 
fcmlcd  oi 

me  this  night : 
for  ir  is  written, 
I  irtfl  finite  the 

Ihcphcrd*  and  the 
Ihcep  of  the  flock 
Ibtl  be  fca  tiered 
abroad, 

n  Rot  after  I 
pm  rUcn  again, ,  I 
«  ill  n?*  before  you 
i-v.fi  (Jiliitc. 


.  33  Pc'er  an-. 
fwmJ  and  (M 

unto  him,  Thof 

tit  men  (hall  be 
ctfanded  betaufe 
nf  thee,  jrt  will  l 
never  be  offr  tid¬ 
ed. 


34  Jefnv  fi‘d 

uuto 


3 1  As  Jefus  was  on  his  way  thither  j|,  he  foretold 
them,  that  they,  would  be  lb  furprifed  and  terrified  that 
very  night,  by  rca  fpn  of  the  diftreJfing  things  which  would 
befal  him  in  their  prdence,  that  every  one  of  them  would 
defert  him ;  for  the  time  was  juft  at  hand,  in  which  that 
famous  prophecy  would  be  fulfilled,  (Zeek.  xiii.  7.) 

Awoke,  0  /word,  again ji  my  Shepherd ,  and  againjl  the 
Man  who  if  my  Felkw,  faith  the  Lord  cf  hajls  :  Smite  the 
Shepherd ,  and  the  Jheep  JbaU  he  fcattered. 

32  But  for  your  com  fort,  laid  he,  though  J  (hall  be 
put  to  death,  I  (hall  foon  rife  again  :  And  do  not  think 
that  1  will  for  fake  you,  tho’  ye  will  highly  defer  ve  it ; 
no,  I,  like  a  ihepherd,  will  go  before  you,  and  gather 
you  together  again  in  GaRlee,  where  ye  (hall  fee  me. 

33  Peter,  who  was  too  rafli  and  (elf-confidcnt,  in* 
{lead  of  having  a  godly  jcaloufa  over  himfetf,  feemed  to 
take  it  ill  that  Chrift  (hould  fulj*£t  him,  and  faid,  Lon!, 
whatever  is  the  confequence,  and  whoever  (hall  be  a- 
fratd  to  own  thee  ;  yea,  tho*  every  one  of  thy  difciples, 
aod  all  .the  world  betides,  (hould  abandon  thee;  yet  1 
am  furc,  and  I  promife,  that  no  danger  or  terror  (hall 
ever  make  me  afraid  to  cleave  to  and  ftand  by  thee. 

34  Jefus-  knowing  that  he  refolyed  and  fpoke  in  his 

own 


NOTES. 


J  Some  ftippofe  that  our  I^ord  here  referi 
tt>  ihc  time  of  his  tauo£  and  drinking  with 
his  diftiplc*.  for  the  confirmation  cT  their 
faith,  after  this  rcfurrcxTKin,  ^<41-) 
list  I  do  not  undcribftd  how,  if  he  ilitu 
drank  twac,  it  ran  in  3ny  (oils?  be  -f? 

“pint ;  which  iciuc*  either  u>  a  new  ufc  of 


it,  or  to  what,  for  iu  fnperinr  cxcelleurc 
and  new  delight,  my  id  a  figurative  be 
tailed  new  nine, 

J  It  appnn  from  ver*  %6  that  Vcfus 
not  yet  eomr  to  G  rtbfrjnant  t  which  (ay  at  tin 
foot  of  ihg  mount  of  Qfn;u 


Ch.  xxvi.  72w 
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rnto  him,  Verily 
1  fey  unto  thee, 
thjt  tha  night 
before  the  cock 
trot*]  than  Ault 

<kay  me  duice* 


jj  Peter  laid 
vato  him,  Tho' 
l  lhould  die  with 
ihu;.  yet  will  1 
nui  (koy  thee, 
I^ktu-iiealfo  laid 
ail  the  difripfo. 


36  Then 
uitth  Jetbs  with 
them  unto  *  place 
?-iitcd  ,  Gttlifc  * 
Ttianc,  Mid  ibith 
unto  the  difei  - 
pies,  Sii  ye  here, 
nhite  I  go  and 
pray  yonder. 


37  And  betook 
wifh  him  Peter, 
and  the  two  iopg 
of  Zehcdte,  ind 
began  to  be  for- 
rowfd,  and  Tery 
facaty. 


38  Then  firith 
beu'nl6then»tMy 
foul  is  exceeding 
fijrrowful ,  even 
unto  death;  tar¬ 
ry  ye  here,  and 
watch  with  me. 


own  ftrength,  and  what  would  be  the  event,  anfwercd, 
Alas,  Peter/  I  aflaredly  tell  you,  that,  notwirhfta  tiding 
-<>11  chefs  mighty  profeflions  of  love,  zeal,  and  courag.-, 
this  very  night,  before  the  time  of  eock-crowing  t  ia 
pail,  you  will  not  only  be  afraid  to  appear  for  me ;  but 
will  ihamefully,  three  times  over,  deny  that  you  belong 
to  or  have  any  knowledge  of  me. 

35  But  Peter ,  notwith Handing  this  fair  warning 
from  one  who  knew  him  better  than  he  knew  himfelf, 
Hill  perfifted  in  his  vain  confidence,  and  replied  with 
greater  vehemence  than  before,  No,  tho’  my  life  were 
to  go  for  it,  1  affure  thee  that  I  never  will  do  fo  bale  a 
thing  as  to  dxfown  thee :  And  the  reft  of  the  difciples, 
feeing  him  fo  refolute,  and  not  being  feofible  of  their 
own  weaknefs  and  what  temptations  might  be  fa  I  them, 
were  induced  by  his  example  to  join  in  the  like  pro- 
teftattons. 

3  6  Then  Jcfus,  taking  with  him  all  the  a  pottles  ex¬ 
cept  Jitdat)  who  by  this  time  was  gone  to  the  chief 
prietts  to  inform  them  where  they  might  find  him, 
(John  xiii.  30.)  went  with  them  to  a  garden,  near  a 
village  called  Getbjemane ,  which  fignifies  a  prefe  for  o- 
lives,  and  was  at  the  foot  of  mount  Olivet ,  where  he 
trod  the  winc-prefs  of  his  Father’s  wrath  alone :  For, 
having  entered  the  garden,  he  ordered  eight  of  the  eleven 
difciples  to  fray  at  a  certain  place  there,  till  he  fliould 
retire  for  prayer. 

37  And  as  Peter ,  and  the  two  fans  of  Zebtdee,  James 
and  John,  had  been  eye-witnefles  of  his  glorious  trans¬ 
figuration  in  the  mount,  (chap.  rrii.  1,  &c.)  be  took 
them  along  with  him  to  be  witnettes  of  his  deepeft  hu¬ 
miliation  and  agonies ;  and,  as  foon  as  they  were  got 
from  the  other  difciples,  he  was  in  great  diftrefs  and 
conllemation  of  fpirit,  under  a  ftrorig  impreflive  fenfe 
of  the  terrible  foffertngs  he  felt,  and  was  going  to  en¬ 
dure,  from  the  powers  of  darknefr,  and  from  divine  ju- 
ttiee  for  his  people’s  fins. 

38  Then,  turning  tothefe  difciples,  belaid,  My  foul 
is  (  *1 )  compafied  about  with  the  ttioft  grievous 
forrnws,  fo  tnat  1  can  hardly  foblitt,  but  am  ready  to 
die  under  them ;  and  fhey  will  never  entirely  leave  me, 
till  they  iifue  in  my  death :  Stay  ye  here,  and  obferve 
how  it  is  with  me ;  and  guard  agaratt  the  temptations 

that 


K  O 

t  The  lime  of  cock-crowing  was  ufinily 
reckoned  from  our  midnight  to  three  o'clock 
of  onr  morning  j  and  that  about  three  o'clock 
wu  molt  remarkable,  a,  being  commonly 
the  loudeft  toward  break  of  day ;  According¬ 
ly  this'  was  locmirucs  culled  the  heard  cock* 


T  E. 


crowing;  and  at  Other  times,  hy  u-av< 
iniiuaict,  thexock-crowing;  and  lo  the 
ferenct  if  eafily  reetwcilct*  between  thi. 
and  Ai'crr  »:v.  jo.  n-hci’C  it  is  laid,  1  bii  ■; 
trjtrc  cent  cr-.’jr  (w'xt,  tbat.pisit  £;t. 

Sl:  iLc  note  on  2.1.:*'  j. 


ao  6 


39  And  be  went 
*  lifik  farther, 
nd  fell  an  his 
frr«,  vnd  prayed* 
Omy  Fj- 

thdr,  if  it  be  pof- 

fibJe,  let  this  cup 
froni  me; 
iwvenhdcfs*  not 
a a-  1  will,  but  as 
thou  -wilt. 


40  And  he 
rmntfh  unto  ihe 
dife inks  t  ind 
fin  Hah  thci»  a- 
ibcep*  atid  faith 
unto  Peter*  What, 
could  yC  not 
vardi  with  me 
one  hour  ? 


41  Watch  and 

pray,  that  ye  en¬ 
ter  n«  intoremp- 
tation;  the  fpiric 
tmjeol  u  willing, 
b;:x  the  flefh  j* 
wtA. 


4*  Tie  went  #- 

wav  again  the  Ic- 
cond  time,  and 
prayed,  fay  mg,  O 
my  Father , if  this 
cup  may  not  pafs 
iv  ary  from  me, 
t  iCt  pE  I  drink  it, 
thy  will  be  dost. 


The  EvangeUjl  Matthew  parapbrafed*  Ch.  xxvh 

that  are  coming  upon  yourfelves. 

39  Hereupon  heretired  about  a  (tone’s  call  from  them, 
{Luke  x'xii.  41.);  and  proliracing  hitnfclf  upon  the 

ground,  io  great  humility,  reverence,  and  fore  diftrefs, 
e,  lile  a  man  of  forrows,  who  could  not  but  have  a 
natural  relu&ance  to  fufFerings,  prayed,  fay-ng,  O  my 
Father,  to  whom  I  Hand  related  as  thy  dear  Son,  if  the 
falvation  of  thy  people  may  he  accomplilhcd,  confidently 
with  the  honour  of  thy  perfe&ions,  without  my  under* 
going  the  bitter  agonies  and  fiifferings  which  thou  haft 
called  me  to,  I  earaeftjy  befeech'  thee  to  excufe  me 
from  them;  however,  1  entirely  and  fredy  fuhmitto 
thy  will,  that  the  innocent  aver  (ions  of  human  nature 
may  not  be  attended  to,  but  thy  purpofe  and  good  plea* 
fure  may  be  fulfilled,  whatever  it  colt  me;  Here  I  am, 
do  with  me  what  feema  bell  in  thy  fight,  I  Hill  delight 
to  do  thy  will. 

40  Having  thus  ■poured  out  his  foul  to  his  heavenly 
Father,  he  returned  back  to  the  three  difciples ;  and, 
finding  them  all  afieep,  routed  them ;  and  dire&ing  his 
difeourfe  to  Peter  y  laid.  How  furprifing  is  this !  What, 
Peter  !  Did  you  fay  but  now,  that  you  would  die  with 
me ;  and  did  ye  all  join  with  him  in  that  profeffion  ? 
And  cannot  ye  fo  far  deny  yourfelves,  as  to  keep  awake 
only  for  one  hour,  at  my  command,  that  ye  might  (hew 
your  affefHon  and  concern  for  me  now  in  my  extreme 
anguifh  ? 

41  Watch  and  pray  with  me  in  my  temptation,  as 
fympathifmg  ftiends  under  my  fuffe rings  for  your  fakes; 
and  ihnd  upon  your  guard,  earned!  y  begging  the  grace 
which  is  needful  to  preferve  you  in  the  dangers  that  are 

now  coming  upon  yourfelves;  left  (loth  and  drowGmfis 
betray  you  into  mifehief  before  ye  are  aware,  and  ye 
fall  into  fin,  in  forfaiting  and  denying  me,  by  realbnof 
the  terrors  that  arc  now  at  hand.  I  know  indeed  that 
your  hearts  are  with  me ;  and  that  ye  are  firicerely  de¬ 
li  rous  to  (hew  your  love  to  me,  and  to  avoid  all  iniquity; 
But,  alas  1  there  are  remaining  corruptions  with  you, 
and  the  infirmity  of  your  weak  and  frail  bodies  is  a  clog1 
and  hindrance  to  you ;  fo  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things 
rhat  ye  would,  without  the  utmeft  religious  care,  and 
fpecial  affiftance  from  above. 

42  Having-  given  them  this  gentle  caution  and  re¬ 
buke,  he  withdrew  a  fecond  time,  and  renewed  his  ear¬ 
ned  prayer,  faying,  O  Father,  in  whom  is  ail  my  con¬ 
fidence,  if  it  be  not  confident  with  thy  glory  to  lave 
thy  people,  without  my  bearing  the  bitter  agonies  and 
fufFerings  for  them  which  thou  had  appointed  to  me,  X 

entire* 


* 
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41  And  He 
dime  and  fowid 
thcni  uflotp  *  - 
y  tiik :  fnr  ihck 

«vcs  vw  heavy  * 


44  And  he  left 
add  tfCBU- 

wiy  Qtin,  and 
ptayed  the  third 
tine,  fiyiog  the 
ikde  words, 

45  Then  c^v 

methhe  to  hisdi- 
fcLplert  and  faith 
unto  them,  Sleep 

cm  now,  and  uke 
]ova  reft;  he* 
hold,  the  hour  b 

ax  hiod,  and  the 

i$an  of  man  U  be¬ 
trayed  into  the 
hand*  of  turner*. 


4$  RJfejkttu 

heroine:  behold, 
he  is  at  nand  that 
doth  betray  flic 


47  And  while 
he  yetfpake,  bt 
Judas  one  of  the 
tvtlvt  rune,  and 
with  him  a  great 
multitude  with 
iWordiuid&aTCf, 
from  the  chief 
priefb  and  thkn 
<rf  the  people. 


#9  Now  he  that 
betrayed  him  , 
ga?e  them  a  fign, 
tayinc,  Wbomfo- 

rver  1  ftull  ki&, 
that  lame  is  *>=» 
Jiatd  fcim  fifl. 


entirely  acquefce,  and  freely  fubmlt  to  thy  will. 

43  Theri,  coming  back  to  his  dilcipks,  he  again 
found  them  all  afleep  as  at  RrCl :  For  (hey  were  ex¬ 
ceeding  drowfy,  and  could  not  keep  their  eyes  open, 
how  much  foever  they  (1  rove  for  it}  it  being  very  late 
in  the  night)  and  they  being  funk  with  grief,  (Luke 
xxii,  45.)  and  extremely  tired  with  the  fatigue  they  had 
undergone  in  preparing  the  pa  Hover  and  attending  their 

Lord, 

44  And  he,  withdrawing  a  third  time,  prayed  much 
to  the  fame  purport  as  before)  religning  himfelf  unre- 
fervedly  to  hia  Father's  will  and  plcifure,  which  had 
fuch  an  absolute  alcendency  over  him  as  to  he  a  law 
within  bis  heart,  (PJaL  xl.  8.) 

45  Then  returning,  and  finding  his  dtfoples  afleep 
again  after  they  had  been  twice  roufed,  he  laid),  Well) 
fleep  on  now,  and  indulge  yourfelyes  in  it,  if  ye  can 
or  dare.  It  is  now  too  late  to  fliew  your  kindnefs  to 
me  by  watching  with  me,  or  to  efcape  the  danger  that 
is  ruining  upon  yon :  Behold)  tbe  dreadful  time  I  fore¬ 
warned  you  of  is  come  >  and  I  the  Meffiah  am  juft  rea¬ 
dy  to  be .treacberoufly  delivered  into  the  bands  of  wick¬ 
ed  men,  both  Jevn  and  Romans,  in  order  to  their  taking 
away  ray  life. 

46  And  having  got  thro*  the  extremity  of  his  forego¬ 
ing  agony,  he  returned  his  courage,  and  ihewed  himfelf 
prepared  for  all  events,  faying,  Arife,  let  us  go  and  face 
our  danger:  Obferve,  the  traitor  and  his  company  are 
juft  now  coming  to  feize  me. 

47  And  at  that  very  inftant,  behold,  hia  enemies 
were  upon  him.  Judas,  one  of  his  apoflles,  who  had 
familiarly  eat  bread  with  him,  appeared  at  the  head  of 
a  great  number  of  Roman  ibldiers,  and  officers  of  the 
lanhedrim,  (Jobs  xviii.  3.)  which  ‘moftly  confuted  of 
the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  Jews :  By  order  of 
this  ecdefiaftical  court,  they  came  armed  with  fwonis 

„  and  dubs,  to  apprehend  Jefus,  under  the  conduct  of 
Judas ,  who  had  promiied  to  lead  them  to  the  place  of 
his  retirement)  that  .they  might  take  him  witbeut  run¬ 
ning  any  rifk-of  oppofition  from  the  people. 

48  Now,  in  .  order  to  their  compaf&ng  this,  defign, 
without  danger  of  miftakuig  one  or  other  of  the  difciples 
for  Chrift,  becaufe  it  was  night,  qnd  his  face  was  not 
fufficiently  known  by  the  o (Beers  and  Ibldiers,  Judas  told 
them  beforehand  by  what  token  they  might  be  fure 
which  was  he,  faying,  Apprehend  the  perlon  whom  I 
(hall  ki&i  and  fcciire  him  ;  for  yc  may  depend  upon  it, 
that  is  the  man. 

,*9  Ac- 
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49  And  forth* 
vl:h  he  came  to 

{ttfus,  and  fatd, 
(jii.imrter:  and 
kLlcxL  him. 


jo  Ami  Tefias 
find  note  him* 
Friend ,  where  - 
fore  art  chon 
cmnefTheneainc 
they  and  bid 
band*  on  |cfu*t 
vd  took  hun. 


ft  Aid  b?  - 
Wd,  onetff  them 
which  we  pc  with 
Jefus  f  11  retched, 
out  his  hand,  and 
drew  his  /Word, 
wd  (Imek  a  fer* 
\ant  of  tile  high 
pticA\nTidrcDO[e 

off  his  ear. 

S±  ‘I'hea  laid 
Jtiiis  uniD  him. 
Pur  up  again  thy 
l*ord  into  hs 
pWe  :  for  all 
they  rhit lake  the 
fn-ord,  JhtillpiThli 
wub  the  f*ord. 
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49  Accordingly  he,  marching  in  the  front  of  the 
company,  vent  dire£tly  up  to  Jefus;  and  accofting  him 
in  the  moft  friendly  words,  laid,’  Mafter,  God  be  with 

thee ;  all  profperitv,  joy,  and  fafety,  attend  thee  \  and, 
as  a  further  fign  of  honour  and  friendfbip,  and  of  fince- 
riry  therein,  he  f  killed  his  face. 

50  But  (J<)  jefus  knowing  bis  hypocritical  and  vil- 
lanous  Intention,  under  thefe  feigned  tokens  of  the 

grcateft affe&ion  and  refp edt,  reprover!  his  perfidioufnefs 

and  ingratitude,  with  this  meek  and  gentle,  and  yet 
really  cutting  rebuke  :  lVhat!  my  friend,  as  you  pro- 
fefs  and  ought  to  be,  and  at  this  very  time  feem  10  be 
hr  putting  on  an  air  of  the  mod  cordial  complai  (ante  ; 
what  means  this  way  and  manner  of  your  coming,  at 
the  fame  time,  with  armed  men  along  with  yon?  How 
do  fwords-  and  (laves,  and  Hait%  Majlert  with  a  kifs,  a  ■ 
grec  with  one  another  ?  And  why  are  you  yourfrif  pre* 
fent,  (»;  «  »*r«,)  or  with  what  face  can  you  appear  here 
openly  before  me,  to .  conduit  this  horrid  feene  againft 
me  r  And  whilft  He  was  fpeaking,  the  officers  (eized 

him,  and  he  fuffered  hirafclf  to  be  made  their  prifoner. 

5 1  Things  being  come  to  this  extremity,  and  Jefus 
not  refuting  himfelf,  as  be'  eafily  could  if  he  pleafed, 
out  of  their  bands ;  behold  the  rafh  and  incoofiderate 
rage  and  zeal  of  Peftr ,  who,  having  a  fword,  drew  it 
with,  all  bts  might,  and  linking  furiouUy  at  the  head  of 

Malcbuj ,  one  of  the  high  prieft's  fervaats,  cut  off  his 
right  ear,  (John  xviii.  10.) 

5*  Jefiw  feeing  this,  immediately  commanded  him 
to  forbear  and  put  his  fword  into  its  fcabbard :  For, 
fays  he,  they  who,  without  a  juft  and  lawful  callj  run 
immediately  to  the  fword  to  revenge  themfelves,  (hall 
ordinarily  falllby  it  J;.  As  for  my  difciples,  the  wea* 
pons  of  their  warfare  are  not  carnal,  but  fpiritual:  Their 
wary  to  victory  over  their  enemies  is  not  by  oppofing 
force  to  force;  but  by  prayer,  faith,  and  patience,  in 
hope  that  God  will  Gght  for  them.  And  as  to  thefe 
Jruii,  who  now  make  ufe  of  the  Roman  fword  againft 
us,  they  (ball,  ere  long,  be  themfd ves  defboyed  by  the 
arms  of  the  Rem  am. 

fa 

53  BeGdes,  Petert  do  not  you  know,  that,  if  I  had 
a  mind  to  refill  and  vanquifh  thefe  enemies,  I  could, 
without  any  more  ado,  have  called  upon  my  Father, 
who  always  hearetb  me ;  and  he  would  inftantly  bare 

fent 

T  P.. 

though  he  had  been  from  him  but  i  little 
while, 

{  This,  in  alt  likelihood,  wHild  ham  fart 
PtUT*&  lot,  if  Chrtft  not  over- to  led  the  fp;* 
iitj  of  the  armed  fcldfen  to  prevent  it. 


SI  Thinkeft 
thou  that  I  can* 
not  flow  pftty  to 
my  Father,  amt 
hr  fliail  prdfcmfy 

give  me  more  wuv  jicsutoi 

than 

,  ■  NO 

+  Chnft  probably,  in  his  ate-it  tnnde&en* 
frf-n  and  kindness,  had  iil'ed  to  sitmit  hh 

to  falyte  hint  in  this  manner*  the:r 
returns  to  him  ~ftcr  they  had  hteii  fur  fo/rvt 
ttuw  ^bfent ;  f  <  jfaJj*  vooik  thu  liberty. 


Ch.  xxvi. 
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tlun  twelve  |c« 
gfoos  of  ajigd*  ? 

4 


54  But  how 
then  ball  ihe 
feripinrva  he  ful- 
AJkxl*  that  tilth  it 
aiuft  be  l 


55  In  that  fine 
hoar  ftifl  jdus  to 
the  mnlmodcs  , 
Are  ye  came  out 
m  againft  a  tbief 
with  Pcmcdf  and 
flavn  ft#  i a  take 
me  r  T  fu  daily 
with  you  [caching 
In  the  temple,  and 
ye  Uid  oo  hold  on 


55  But  all  this 
was  done,  that 
the  kiipnim  of 
the  prophets 
might  be  fulfilled. 
Then  all  the  d 
Icipies  foribofc 
him,  and  fled- 


SI  And  they 

thil  ludlaid  hold 

on  Jtfiis,  kt  him 

away  to  Catapbu 

the  high,  prfcft, 

where  the  feribes 

and  the  elders 

wort  atiemblcd. 

■ 

58  But  Peter 
followed  him  afar 
of,  unto  the  high 

pried1 1  pilace  , 
and  went  in,  and 
fat  with  (he  fer- 
vanLf  to  Etc  the 
end. 


VOL.  I. 


feat  a  great  army  of  angels,  (fee  the  note  od  Mark  v.9.) 
to  defend  me,  and  to  deftroy  them ;  and  this  1  could 
ftiil  procure,  were  I  not  willing  to  fuller  all  that  they 

can  inflift  upon  me. 

54  But  fliould  I  take  any  extraordinary  methods  to  re* 
(cue  myfetf  out  of  their  hands,  how  could  the  predictions 
of  God’s  word  be  accompliftied,  which  foretold  my  fuf* 
ferings  and  death  as  the  principal  rtefign  for  which  1 
came  into  the  world,  and  to  which  I  am  calmly  and 
willingly  to  fubmit  ? 

5  5  Immediately  upon  this,  Jefus,  turning  himfelf  to 
the  company  that  were  there  to  apprehend  him,  laid. 
What  means  this  outrageous  manner  of  your  coming 
againft  me  with  fwords  and  clubs,  as  if  I  were  fomc 
defperate  villain  who  mult  be  conquered  and  made  to 
fubmit  by  force  of  arms  ?  I  have  not  behaved  like  fucli 
an  one  3  nor  is  there  any  occafion  to  rrcat  me  with  this 
violence,  as  if  I  would  refill  you :  And,  were  I  criminal, 
ye  had  fair  opportunities  of  feizing  me  often  enough  in  the 
temple,  vkhere  I,  efpccially  of  late,  have  daily  appeared, 
preaching  to  the  people  \  and  yet  none  of  you  could  find 
any  juft  occafion,  nor  would  venture,  to  apprehend  me. 

j  6  But  j*  God  has  now  at  length  fu  fie  red  you  to  ex* 
ecute  your  wicked  defigns  againft  me,  that  his  eternal 

counfcl,  and  the  ancient  predictions  of  the  prophets* 
relating  to  my  fufivrings  and  death,  might  be  acco'm* 
plilhed.  Then,  when  the  diiciples  faw  their  Lord  was 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  they  all  foribok 
him,  and  fled  for  fear,  as  he  had  foretold  them  they 
would,  left  they  likewife  (hould  be  feized  and  punUbed 
together  with  him. 

57  And  they  who  had  take  Jefus  into  cuftodv  hur* 

ried  him  away  nr  ft  to  Arinat**  houfe,  ( John  xvih.  13.) 
and  then  to  the  palace  of  Caiapbaf  the  high  prieft  3 
where,  tho'  it  was  in  the  dead  of  the  night,  die  feribes 
and  elders  were  got  together  to  fit  in  judgment  upon  him. 

58  In  the  mean  while,  Peter,  having  a  little  reco¬ 
vered  his  fright,  followed  Jefus  at  a  di  (lance,  as  they 
were  carrying  him  to  Caiapbas’  houfe ;  and,  foon  after 
the  company  were  entered,  be  went  in,  and  mingled 
himfelf  with  the  fervants,  that  he  might  be  fereened 
from  fuipiejon,  and  might  fee  the  ifluc  6f  this  affair, 
whether  Chrift’s  enemies  would  proceed  to  extremity  a- 
gain  ft  him,  or  wherher  he  would  intratiiloufly  deliver 
himfelf  out  of  their  -hands. 

^  O  59  Now 

NOTE. 


J.  1 

f  £ome  have  thought  thefe  msy  be  taken  as  the  word*  of  the  who  makrt 

this  remark.  Bat  as  r&ytyv* r  may  he  rrotfcrtd,  t&s  i.t  Jjur  ;  fa,  t-hc  f-rr^tur^  tnujt 
iirtveOai  a*  Cbiifl’h  own  wrrdsto  the  jvtiiUar-It  in  -t*. 
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CO  Now  the 
chief  pritfts  and 

dtlers,  and  x\\  the 

council ,  loujjfit 
fUltc  wiitKis  a- 


tfiinfl  jcfiiitopu: 
him  to  death ; 


Co  But  found 
none  ;  yrat  tho* 
many  faUe  wit- 
ndks  came*  yet 
found  they  none. 
Ax  the  lift  came 
two  falic  wittief- 


6t  And  faid, 

ThU  felted  faid, 
f  am  able  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  temple 
of  God*  and  to 
build  i;  in  three 
daft* 


4%  And  the 
high  pridt  arofe* 
and  fadd  unto 
him,  Anfwereft 
thou  nothing  ? 
whit  it  it  -which 
tlu  fc  .viinefs  a- 
4{.unrt  theef 


6  3  But  Jefiis 
Kd'l  fcis  pure, 
And  the  ht^li 

-jj3 

priefl  anfWertd 
ontlfatihiritohim, 
I  adjure  thee  by 
the  living  God, 
that  thou  tdl  U5, 

whe- 


59  Now  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  people* 
and  the  other  members  of  the  fanhedrim,  having  by 
their  authority  feized  and  bound  him*  and  yet  having 
nothing  criminal  to  lay  to  his  charge,  were  very  inqui- 
fttive  and  induftrious  to  find  out  proper  tools,  that,  right 
or  wrong,  would  give  information  againft  him  of  fame 
crime,  which  might  furnilh  them  with  a  plaufible  pre¬ 
tence  to  condemn  him  as  deferring  to  die. 

60  But  they  could  meet  with  none  fufficient  to  an* 
fwer  their  end :  Nay,  though  they  got  many  that  were 

wicked  and  malicious  enough  toteftify  falfe  things  againft 
him}  yet  their  faUehoods  were fo evident,  andfoincou- 
fiftent  with  one  another,  that  they  confounded  them- 
.  felves,  and  the  council  could  make  nothing  of  them  to 
convift  him  of  any  capital  crime :  But,  at  length,  two 
falfe  witnefTes  appeared * 

61  And  -f  mifreciting  and  mifeonftruing  fome  words 
he  had  formerly  fpoken,  about  railing  the  temple  of  his 
body  from  the  dead  three  days-  after  it  Ihould  be  killed, 
they  alledged,  with  horrid  virulence  and  contempt,  “  Wc 
heard  this  wretch  lay,  that  he  could  and  would  demolifh 
our  famous  temple,  where  God  dwells  and  is  worfhip- 
ped,  and  build  it  again  in  three  days  >”  which  they  fup- 

■  pofed  might  prove  -him  to  be  an  enemy  to  that  holy 
place,  and  to  be  a  died  by  the  fpirit  of  Beelzebub* 

6 2  And  as  Jcfus  made  no  reply  to  fuch  a  falfe  and 
frivolous  charge ;  but,  at  a  Jbeep  before  her  Jbearert  is 
dumb ,  ft  he  opened  not  his  mouthy  (Ifa.  Hit.  7.) the 
high  prieft  got  up  in  a  rage,  and  -  faid,  in  an  iniiihing 
manner.  What !  do  you  ftaud  mute,  in  contempt  of 
the  court  ?  -Do  not  you  hear  what  thefe  bave  depofed  i 
What  defence  are  you  able  to  make  againft  an  accufa- 
tion,  by  two  witnefies,  of  fuch  a  high  crime  and  mif* 
demeanour  ?  Or  why  do  they  thus  witnefs  againft  you, 
if  it  be  not  true? 

63  But..ftiil  Jeftia  continued  filent  •,  not  becaufe  he 
did  not  know  how  to  refute  fuch  a  palpable  cal  ninny ; 
hut  that  he  might  let  them  take  their  own  courfe,  who 
he  knew  were  refolved  to  cut  him  off,  whatioever  he 
might  fay  for  himfelf,  and  to  turn  every  thing  againft 
him.  Then  :hc  high  prieft  urged  him  to  accule  him- 
fclf,  faying,  I  folemnly  charge  and  command  you  upon 
oath,  by  the  name  of  the  great,  the  living,  and  all- 
feeing  God,  that  you  frankly  declare  unto  us,  whether 


H  O 

f  They  made  3  filie  rental  of  Clirift’s 

i^rr’s,  in  order  :o  their  vrrr ftp* "  iwm  :  Tor 

_  -B™1 

fit  :-id  no*1 1:  T,  I  f;lct  r-r  I  ?*■://  3$  in 

j-htrr  xW.  jfj.  ;  W»  Dtffryj  i:;is  temple, 
jAh  :i  ip. :  Ar.d  to  th'u  UwfJcj  they  ad- 


.  rou 

T  F. 

ded,  mepi  vtifb  hnrtdxf  WsA  x!v.  jjj,  j  thox- 
by  icftnining  the  fenfeof  hi*  words  to  the 
temple  ill  "JcrufjU fw  ;  whereas  he  Ipukc  with 
a  refercuee  to  the  temple  of  his  body*  which 
they  mould  deftly,  Jtbji  iw  vio 


Ch,  xxvi* 

whether  thou  he 
the  CdJiftv  the 
Son  of  God* 
ti4  J  eft  is  faith 
unto  hfriij  Thou 

hall  Jkiil:  never* 

tbdefi,  1  fay  on¬ 
to  you.  Hereaf¬ 
ter  (halt  ye  fee  the 
Son  of  mm  fit¬ 
ting  oq  the  light 

ha  ntl  of  power, 
inU  coming  in  the 
cloud*  of  heaven* 


dj  Then  the 
high  prieft  rent 
hu  clothes,  lay¬ 
ing*  He  hath  fpo- 
k«i  bHfpbemy ; 
what  further  seed 
have  we  of  wit* 
ndles  ?  behold, 
now  ye  hire 
h  card  hts  UaTpbe- 
sny. 


66  Whu  think 
ye  i  They  en  * 
lwered  and  faid, 
He  is  guilty  of 
death. 


tfj  Then  did 
tliey  fpit  in  HU 
face,  and  buffet¬ 
ed 
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you  really  chink  yourfelf  to  be  the  true  Meffiah,  who  is 
God's  eternal  Son. 

64  When  he  put  this  important  question  in  lo  awful 

a  manner,  Jefus  thought  it  high  time  to  be  plain  and 
open  in  his  confeflion,  and  therefore  teplied,  It  is 
as  you  have  faid;  I  indeed  am  he,  tho'  ye  do  not  believe 
it.  However,  1  tell  you  all,  (  )  Thetime  is  coming, 

when  1,  who  am  the  true  Meffiah,  being  the  Son  of 
man  as  well  as  the  Son  of  God,  (hall  btdeea,  by  the 
whole  council  and  all  the  people,  exalted  in  dignity 
and  power  at  my  Father's  right  hand,  and  vjfibly  ap¬ 
pearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  according  to  ancient 
prophecies,  {PfaL  cx.  1.  and  Dan.  vii;  13.):  In  a  little 
time,  ye  ihatl  tee  the  wonderful  efruuon  of  my  Spirit  to 
glorify  me:  After  that,  fliall  ye  fee  me  coming  to  judge 
and  deftroy  this  city  and  nation ;  And  at  the  iaft  day, 
ye  fhatl  fee  me  coming  in  all  my  glory  to  judge  the 
world ;  And  though  now  I  am  arraigned,  like  a  criminal, 
at  your  bar ;  ye  (hall  then  be  arraigned  at  mine,  and  for¬ 
ced  to  own,  that  I  am  the  Chrift,  the  Son  of  God,  as  I 
now  declare  myfelf  to  be.  (Seethe  note  on  Luke  xxii.  70.) 

65  The  high  pried  hearing  this,  immediately  rent 
his  garment,  in  token  of  de reflation  and  abhorrence, 
(as  the  Jews  ufed  to  do  when  they  thought  any  one 
Jpoke  blafphemoufly,)  and  faid,  He  has  now  reproached 
the  great  and  living.  God,  by  afTuming  fuch  glory  and 
power  to  hlmfelf  as  belong  only  to  him  :  What  occa* 
Gon  have  we  to  fearch  for  other  witnefles,  or  to  hear 
any  farther  evidence  again!!  him  ?  Behold  how  he  is 
now  condemned- out  of  his  own  mouth j  all  the  company 
have  heard  his  bare-  faced  blafphcmy . 

($5  .What  think  ye  of  thefe  words  ?  Has  he  not  here¬ 
in  plainly  wimefied  again!!  himfelf  as  a  blas  phemer  ? 
To  which  the  majority  f  of  them,  at  lea  ft,  replied.  Yes, 
yes ;  he  is  certainly  guilty  of  1  capital  erime,  for  which 
by  our  law  he  ought  to  die.  ^ 

67,-68.  As  fooq  as  they  had  thus  unrightcouQy  con-  . 
demned  him  %,  fome  of  the  company,  as  was  propbe- 
Ged,  ( IJa.  1.  6.)  began  to  fpit  in  his  face  with  indigna¬ 
tion  and  contempt,  which  fet  others  on  to  abufe  him 
with  all  manner  of  rude  indignities :  Some  of  them 

O  a  in- 


N  O  T  E  9. 

t  If  ftfa*  of  and  Wi«rfr*iu,  coiifdHon,  the  council  cither  retired  for  a 

who  fetra  to  have  been  members  of  ttic  little  while, *r  ordered  Jefus  to  withJnw,  till 

hedrim,  were  prcdcnl  on  this  ocrafion,  .the  they  might  conG^er  wliit  further  lieps  to 
firftof  thefe  did  not  confetti  to  Chrift1,  be-  take  with  him  ;  and  that  then  their  officer,, 
jag  put  t<,  death,  Leii  xxiii.  jo,  ji-  ;  and  who  had  him  jucttlYndy,  were. the  ring-leaij- 
we  may  well  fiippoft  the  taiitc  of  the  till*  m  of  ail  this  smolcncc  and  barbarity ,  at  tlte 

jnltigjiion  of  tilt  pritli?.  Sre  the  note,  v4 

1  Il  ls probible,  that,  upon  t!;c  fatting  chap,  xxvii.  aaJ  L\h r  xkii.  if 
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infolently  boxed  and  buffeted  him,  ;  and  o- 

there,  having  blindfolded  him,  made -their  game  of 
him  in  a  ludicrous  manner,  and  ftruck  him  with  their 
hands,  and  with  rods,  (t^ani,)  faying,  Now,  you  who 
pretend  to  be  a  prophet,  give  us  a  ipecimcn  of  your 
ikill,  and  name  this  and' 'the  other  man  that  fmote  you. 

69  Whilft  all  this  was  doing,  Peter  continued,  not 
in  the  court,  but  in  a  lower  part  of  the  room  among  the 
fervar.ts,  {Mari  xiv.  66-)  ;  and  as  he  was  fitting  there,  a 
certain  maid-fervant,  obfervmg  him,  came  to  him,  and 
faid,l  verily  believe  you  ate  one  of  the  difeipks  or  friends 
of  this  fetus  of  Galilee  who  were  with  him  in  the  garden. 

70  But  Peter  being  furprifed  and  filled  with  fear  at  this 
unexpected  t  barge,  made  a  rafiianfwer  all  in  a  burry,  fay* 
jng,  in  the  hearing  of  the  whole  company,  I  know  no¬ 
thing  of  Jefus,  dot  what  you  mean  by  my  being  with  him. 

71  A  little  while  after,  he  went  out  into  the  porch, 
and  another  of  the  maid-femme,  feeing  him  there,  hud 
ro  fome  of  the  by-(h:ndersj  Certainly  this  forty  fellow 
was  one  of  Jefus  of  Nazar ct  If  %  followers,  and  was  with 

ih cr< , ' f iiis/i’/Zv u>  ( him  when  he  was  apprclwrnded. 

72  Then  Peter,  over*hearing  her,  broke  out  into  a 
violent  pafiion  ;  and,  to  bear  her  down,  and  take  off  all 
fufpicion  from  himielf,  roundly  ftrore  that  he  did  not 
fo  much  as  know  the- man  ihe  fpake  of. 

7  3  And  a  little  after  this,  fome  others  of  the  company 
attacked  Peter  a  third  time,  laying,  It  furely  cannot  be 
true  that  you  are  not  one  of  Jefus  of  Galilee’s  difdples ;  for 
even  your  pronunciation  (hews  you  to  be  a  Galilean ,  you 
have  the  very  brogue  and  clowmfh  accent  of  that  country. 

74  Then  be  being  in  the  mm  oft  conftenration,  and 
not  knowing  what  to  fay  for  himfelf,  refohed  to  Hand 
it  out  to  the  la  ft ;  and  fo  backed  bis  denial  with  volleys 
of  oaths,  and  horrid  imprecations,  laying,  I  infill  upon 
it,  that  I  have  no  acquaintance  with  this  man,  and  ne¬ 
ver  fa W  him  till  now  :  And  immediately,  upon  this  laft 
iroftfhockfcg  denial,  the  coek  crew,  toward  break  of  day, 
as  Chrift  bad  foretold  him,  (vcr.  34.  fee  the  note  there.) 

75  And  Peter  no  fooner  heard  it,  than  he  refledled 
upon  the  previous  warning  Chrift  had  given  him,  faying 
to  him.  Before  the  time  of  cOck- crowing  is  pail,  you 

cock  cm*,  thou  ’will  three  times  over  deny  me  :  And  calling  this  to 
fc*Jt  deny  me  mind,  his  heart  was  melted  into  deep  contrition  for  his 

great  and  aggravated  fin  1  and  going  odt  from  the  com¬ 
pany,  to  give  free  vent  to  his  grief,  he  forely  lamented 
bis  cafe,  weeping  bitterly. 

RF.COIiLECTI  Ons, 

How  great  were  the  fuficrings  of  the  Son  at  Cod,  in  which  he  likewiie  ibewed 

Uni. 


fd  him;  irrd  o- 
ihert  fmote  h:m 
with  the  pa l nu  of 
{hdr  h*nd$, 

48  Saying,  T*nv 
fhdy  unto  \txr 
fhou  Chrift;  who 
if  he  ilui  fmotc 
ihee  ? 

Co  Noif  Peter" 
far  without  in  the 

|>alacc  ;  anti  a 
d  TFnfr!  ram  unto 
fcm  laying  Thou 
uifo  wa(l  with  Jc- 
fftiof  Galilee, 

73  But  h<  de¬ 
nied  before  them 
*lllfjy'ng,Ik:ttw 
*iot  wlr-t  thpu 
.  idydii 

7 1  And  n-hen 
he  was  g»ae  out 
into  the  pordi, 
another  mix  f*w 
fM  uri- 

In  liwrm  ihdtucTt 


-■j-as  alio  ^vith  It- 
flU  Of  Nazareth. 

yt  And  at^in 
he  denied  with  an 
turh,  I  do  not 
know  the  mift* 

73  And  after 
a  while  carat  kin* 
to  him  they  that 
ftobd  by,  and  fold 
to  Peter*  Surely 
thou  aifo  an  M 
df  them,  for  ihv 
ipeeeh  bewrayeth 
*hce. 

74  Then  be  - 
gan  he  to  curie 
and  fo  fwnrt/^ 
iojf,  f  kt^tw  not 

thc*ttUD«  And 

immnlikrdy  iha 
tfock  crew, 

75  Ami  Peter 
remembered  the 
ivynl>  of  Jdirs, 
which  fold  biiio 
him.  Before  the 


thrice.  And  he 
went  not ,  and 
wept  bitterly* 


Ch.xxvi.  Tbe  Evangelift  Matthew  parapbrafed.  51 » 

btmftlf  to  b<  re* I,  a  pe rfoft  anil  luriy  man ;  and  which  could  twtr  haw  been  fo 
great,  bad  they  not  been  for  the  fin*  of  men  \  He  trod  the  iv'mr-preft  erf  hfs  Far 
ther*«  wrath  Alone;  none  of  bit  dtfcipW  bore  any  part  in  the  work,  Whereby  be 
took  away  fin,  reproach,  condemnation  and  death*  from  ua. ,  Far  tbit  pprpoii 
be  readOy  fubmhted  to  his  Father’*  wilf*  and,  According  to  ancient  prophecies, 
endured  the  worft  of  agonies,  abufcs  and  frame,  for  ns:  But  he,  who  was  then 
arraigned  as  a  criminal  at  the  bar  of  men*  and  was  treated  with  cruelty  and  ridi* 
cule  by  the  vileft  of  them,  Ihijll  appear  in  all  h«  glory,  to  the  ioy  «f  his  faints, 
and  the  ccnfufion  ofbis enemies, at  tbehift  day.*~How  thankfully  Aiould  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God  celebrate  the  memorials  of  their  dear  and  dying  Saviour !  And  why 
ftioiild  any  of  them  tbirik  much  of  fufieringa for  bis  fake,  who  has  undergone  fo 
niudi  for  theirs,  and  has  taken  out  the  Ring  of  all  that  can  hc£il  them  !  But  O 
huvr  malignant  and  hideous  an  evil  is  fin,  which  jcofi  our  Lord  fo  tlt^r  to  make  ai) 
atonement  for  it!  And  into  what  monftroue  forms  does  it  ibape  ittelf ;  foretimes 
deliberately  pur  filing  the  mod  horrid  vilLnies,  under  a  dilguife  of  religion  mui 
frien  dlhip;  and  at  others  Hurrying  even  God’s  own  people  into  fclf ;  confidence  on 
one  hand,  and  dreadful  defections  on  the  other,  yea,  though  very  rarely,  into  ly¬ 
ing  oaths  and  curings,  under  the  power  of  Arcing  temptations,  pafiion,  and  fear  ! 
How  jealous  fiiould  we  be  oner  ouy  own  hearts ;  and  how  Ihnnki  wo  titer’d  being 
left  to  ourfdvea,  or  refolving  and  acting  in  our  own  ftnktgrtil  What  need  have 
we  to  be  humble,  and  to  watch  and  pray  that  we  enter  not  into  temptation, 
l:nct,  when  once  it  begins  to  prevail,  none  knows  bow  far  it  may  carry  us  i 
Hut  if  at  any  time  we  have  fallen  by  our  iniquity,  out  repentance  ougi  *  to  be  an* 
fwerableto  our  ho;  and  if  we  have  the  grace  of  God  in  troth,  vIumi  wr  have  fin¬ 
ned  grtevoufly,  our  reflcdkmp  upcQ  it  wijl  fill  us  with  fuch  furrows  as  oficti  make 
one  wetp  bitterly. 


CHAP,  XXVIL 


Qhrifi  delivered  to  Pilate,  I,  2*  JjDdas'r  defoair  and  deaths  3,^10, 
Ohrid's  tri$l  before  Pilate,  11,^14.  The  clamour  of  the  people  a- 
gatnj}  him7  15,-254  His  being  font  meed  to  be  crucified,  and  the 
execution  of  it ,  26,-5—44.  ken]  $r l able  fogns  attending  his  death*, 
45 — j6.  His  burialy  and  his  fepulchre  watched,  57 >—64, 


■  Tex  t. 

W^Ihh  the 
morning 
was  cook,  all  ibe 
chief  pridh,  and 
ddmof  the 
pie,  took  c£tuifd 
againft  Jdbt,  to 
pjjc  him  to  death. 


*  And  when 
they  had  bound 
him,  they  led  tin 

away. 


Paraphrase. 

TEs  v  s  haring  been  thus  examined  and  condemned  by 
J  the  council^  they  retired  for  a  little  while  |  >  and, 
when  the  rnorningdight  appeared,  the  whole  fanhcdiim, 
cop&ftiiig  ntoitlr  of  the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  went 
into  further  confutations  about  what  courfe  they  (hoold 
take  that  might  be  ir.oft  effectual  to  cut  him  off. 

a  And  as  (he  Ramans  had  lately  taken  the  chief 
power  of  life  and  death  into  their  own  bands,  the  fcqj- 
trt  having  departed  from  Judahy  juft  as  the  great  Shi* 
Job,  or  protnifed  Mcfliah,  came,  (Gen.  siix.  to.  fcc  the 
note  on  John  xviii.  31.)  the  council  ordered  him  to  be 
bound  like  a  capital  offender  ;  and  then,  leading  him 
duo*  the  ftteets,  to  make  him  a  public  fpe&ade  of  their 

tri* 


NOTE. 


t  ThU&cms  from£t4r  xioi.  4&:  to  have 
been  a  toil  meeting  of  the  finhdrim  if- 
ter  a  ihoft  reoeft :  Hut  then,  either  the  cvin- 
gefift  lake  placed  the  examination  of  Chrijl, 
about  hi*  bang  the  Son  of  God,  m  a  dider- 
cct  order  from  ihe  magriftft  wl 


/  or  rift,  at  the  council’*  meeting  a*. 
galu,  they  rrrKkDiiiidl  him  upon  that  arti¬ 
cle,  to  icc  whether  he  would  Aaod  to  the  in? 
ftcr  that  he  bad  before  gives  to  their 
ttiuD  about  tU  i 

o  1  k  7^ 


5  Then  Judas 
which  had  be  * 
Cray  cd  him,  when 

he  Jaw  that  he 
was  condemned, 
repented  himfelr, 
ami  brought  a- 
guin  the  thirty 
pieces  of  fiiver  to 
the  chief  pridls 
and  elder*, 


a r 4  77jif  Evangriift  Matthew  paraphrafed .  Cfi.  xxvii . 

awiyT  and  deli-  triumph,  rage*  and  fcorn*  they  brought  him,  as  an  in* 

tSwW iw'ibe^  femous  maJefaftor,  to  Pontius  Pilatty  who  at  thattime 
Tcmor^  was  the  Roman  governor  of  and  fo  fulfilled 

Chrift’s  own  prophecy,  that  they  Ihould  deliver  bins  to 
tie  Gfntiics  to  be  cructjUdy  (chap.xx.  19.) 

3  Then  Judat)  who  had  treacherdufly  betrayed  him 
into  their  bands  j,  as  loon  as  he  found  that  his  Mailer 
fullered  himfelf  to  be  condemned  by  the  council*  and 
to  remain  under  their  power  who  were  likely  to  procure 
his  death*  he  was  filled  with  horror  and  agony*  in  re* 
fle&ion  on  his  own  aggravated  wickerfnefs;  and  wiihing, 
thor  too  late*  rim  ir  hid  never  been  committed*  he  went 
and  returned  tbe  thirty  pieces  of  lilver  for  which  he  had 
fold  his  Lord,  to  the  chief  pr lefts  and  elders  from  whom 
he  had  received  them* 

■  4  Spying*  to  Ch rift’s  honour*  to  their  caution,  and 
his  own  con fuli on*  I  have  bceu  guilty  of  the  word  of 
viilames,  in  betraying  an  innocent  perfon  even  to  death. 
But*  inftead  of  their  taking  conviftion  of  their  own 
crime  in  Hiring  him  to  do  it,  they  put  it  off  with  a  flight* 
and  laid*  What  care  we  ?  That  is  no  fault  of  ours;  you 
muft  look  to  it  yourfhlf ;  We  do  not  know  that  be  is  in¬ 
nocent,  whatever  you  dp;  nay,  we  have,  judged  him 
worthy  of  death*  '  ' 

5  And  when  be  fa w  yyirh  w:hat  neglect  they  treated 
him*  and  that  there  was  no  (lopping  rheir  profecution 
ofjefit*,  he*  in  the  vexation  and  terror  of  his  mind, 
threw  down  the  money  they  had  given  him  f  in  one  of 
the  chambers  of  the  temple*  and,  overwhelmed  with 
insupportable  anguilh  and  dcfpair*  retired  into  fome  fb~ 
litary  pjace*  and  there  $  wax  fuifocated*  and  fell  down 
headlong  with  foch  agony  and  violence*  as  to  butft  tbe 
rihi  of  his  belly,  and  let  out  his  bowels*  (dfh  i.  18,} 

eMrf  mMx  uilk  $  Upon  Judas7*  leaving  the  money  with  the  chief 
tfci  £1  vtr  pi toes,  Pr*cfts*  they  took  it  up  ;  but  S  hypocritically  pretended 

■  *uid  1  ;  1  that 


Saying,  I 

finned,  in 

that  1  hdvc  be¬ 
trayed  the  inno¬ 
cent  IiM,  And 
they  £iWp  What 
is  /to  to  us  ?  foe 
thoi  to  that* 


$  And  he  eaft 
down  the  pieces 
6f  IHver  io  the 
temple,  and  de¬ 
parted,  and  went 
and  hinged  him- 
felf. 


W  0  T  E  S* 

* ^  iikelihnoj,  hoped  that  jtfrfjLtS.  cpmc  0^^ ae 
Oirift  would  h*  Ye  confounded  I \\s  enemies,  hi  faW* $  todtog,  bark  a/miicr  miki  mitf  ; 
"!  niadc  cfcape,  and  thai  he  ate  eufiiy  Hccmiivcd  for,  dihl  reconciled,  by 

fhould  have  got  their  money  without  -foppofing,  richer  that  hr  wa*  (lranghed  with 
vij  damage  done  to  hi*  mailer:  grief  or  by  the  power  of  ftatan  in  him  f  and, 

T  it  fcerm  hy  his  th  tv  wing  down  the  mo-  falling  down,  his  bowels  gu&td  out;  or  that, 
Jiry  m  the  temple,  that  tli«  f*nficdrim  were  if  hchaugrd  himfelf,  the  r*Hie,  or  ilut  to 
adjourned  to  ihrir  council-chamber  m  an  a-  -which  it  wa&  faJWd,  broke  t  ai  d  fo  he  fdi 
part  men:  of  1  he  temple,  to  fiimh  (heir  contul-  down;  and  if  this  uere  at  the  top  of  fome 
taiioris  Tg&inft  Jefas  there.  Jf  fo,  the  b?ftery  precipice,  it  ocofioncd  the  greater  violence 
fUrdsi:'.  its  due  or<kr;  and  there  is  no  need  in  the  fdl,  and  rite  more  fignaliy  mamfdlcd 
S  after  the  condemnation  of  the  righrt<w>  judgment  of  Uod  in  fo  uncom- 

t.hnft  by  Ptfcttt  as  the  iiarmonilh  general-  mon  a  death  of  Amacblcfc  traitor, 

^  f  '  E  ftisUkely  that  they  had  taken  kOot  of  the 

5  I  '?  cxj^re.iior)  here  mod,  ant^r*,  be  trcjiiry  of  iJn;  temple  tojjire  1  he  trail  or,  under 
tangrd  or  wtsfrjitciuf  j  and  that  in  pretence  that. this  was  for  the  for  vice  of- God* 


Ch,  jccv ii.  The  Evangefijl  M a  t  th  r vr  .parapbrafed. 


and  Gadw  \t  b  no e 
lawfuLfor  to  put 
them  into  the 
tittTnry,  hccavfe 
it  is  the  price  trf 
blood. 


f  And  they 
foot  rotm&l,  and 
bought  with  them 
tbc  potters  tidd, 

to  bury  ftrajigers 


g  Wherefore 
thaifiddvascdU 
edf  The  field  of 
blood,  umo  this 
diy* 

p^l'heo  was  ful¬ 
filled  that  which 
waafpofccrtby  Je¬ 
remy  the  pro  * 
phot,  faying.  And . 

thcyiooluhe  thir¬ 
ty  pieces  of  Gif  cr, 
the  price  of  him 
that  was  rallied, 
whom  they  of  the 
children  of  ll'nol 
did  valuer 

10  And  gave 
them  for  the  pot¬ 
ters  field,  as  the 
Lotd  appointed 
me.) 

%  i  And  Jefrs 
food  before  the 
governor  ;  and 
uic  governor  a(h* 
cd  him,  layh'rg. 

Aft 


*15 

that  it  ought  not  to  be  put  among  the  offerings  for  the 
temple,  becaufe  it  bad  been  employed  to  procure  the 
(holding  of  human  blood  :  And,  though  they  made  no 
fcruple  of  pur  filing  an  innocent  man  to  death,  they 
were  Unwilling  to  take  the  filter  again  for  their  own  ufe, 
left  they  (hould  thereby  bring  the  load  of  guilt,  and  the 
odium  of  it,  upon  themfelves,  which  was  contracted  by 
its  having  been  the  price  that  obtained  the  delivery  of 
Jefus  into  their  hands  hi  order  to  his  being  put  to  death* 

7  But  (/i)  they  contrived  to  eafe  their  own  con  fai¬ 
ences,  and  put  a  fair  glofa  upon  what  they  had  done, 
by  difpofing  of  the  money  in  fome  public  charity j  ac* 
cordingly  they  purchafed  with  it  a  piece  of  ground, 
which  was  called  The  f  pottePs  field,  to  be  a  burying* 
place  for  fuch  profel  ytea  of  their  religion  as  they  thought 
were  not  worthy  to  be  interred  in  the  fame  places  with 

with  themfelves* 

■  ■ 

8  Therefore  the  name  of  that  field  was  changed  and 
the  providence  of  God  to  ordered  it,  for  perpetuating 
the  memory  of  their  infamous  crime ;  it  being  Bom  that 
time  forward  called  Aceldama,  which  fignifi.es  The  field 
of  blood,  (A£ls  i,  rp.) 

9,  to.  By  thefe  remarkable  ctrcumftances,  that  which 
wastfieurativcly  exprefled  by  the  prophet,  was  really  ac* 
complifhed  in  what  thefe  Jews  did  to  Chrjfi,  where  it 
is  (aid,  ( Zecb ,  xi.  13,  13.)  ±  They  weighed  for  my  price 
thirty  pieces  cf  fiver.  And  the  Lord faid  unto  me,  Cofi 
it  unto  the  potter ;  A  goodly  price  that  I  was  prized  at 
of  them  !  And  I  took  the  thirty  pieces  of fiver,  and  cafi 
ihcm  to  the  potter  in  the  bwfe  of  the  Lord. 

11  When  the  Jews  had  brought  jefus  before  Pilate, 
they,  knowing  how  jealous  the  Roman  government  were 
of  all  attempts  to  throw  off  their  yoke,  accufcd  him  of 
fetting  htmfelf  up  for  the  Chrift  j  which  they  inter¬ 
preted  to  imply,  that  he  fee  up  for  king  of  the  Jews,  to 
deliver  them  from  CafaAo  power,  ( Luke  xxiii.  2.)  and, 
as  he  ftood  arraigned  under,  this  charge  at  Pilate's  bar, 
be  interrogated  him  upon  that  head,  ,  laying,  J>o  you 

in« 


NOTE  S. 

f  Tin*  fiernc  to  kzyc  been  a  field  owned  wus  the  running- title  of  alt  that  volume *  O- 
by  fame  poftcr,  ar  uictl  to  fop  ply  potters-  there  think  that  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  de- 
earth,  or  to  receive  broken  pieces  of  pots,  veiuh  chapters  of  £*vtarrafr,  were  writen  by 
i  At  ibdc  word*  sue  only  found  in  Zccha-  Jtrtmuh:  OtKm  old'cnre  that  the  Stavt 
riabt  and  not  in  J<r&niabt  famt  iuppoic  they  and  Vtrjx  vcrS^ns  real*  //  wi  JpdJktH  fry 
ieere  firll  fpokco  by  Jeremiah*  or  written  ia  tin  without  naming  by  whom ;  And 

fome  apocryphal  hook  of  hb  whiph  is  loft,  ochm  fiippofe,  that  the  trinlcrbcre  might 
and  were  -afterwards  repented*  ai  fbme  other  tnifhkc  ta  for  as  biibop  Hail  lays  Iw 
things  were,  by  Zit&ariofr  ;  cm  yhicb  op-  has  feen  (heie  tunics  ab bloviated  in  an  old 
want  the  Jfws  ofed  to  fay,  that  the  (pint  of  manuft-ripr*  However*  it  U  of  little  iirpur- 
Jtrcmob  was  in  ZrrivriaA;  Others  Juppole  fai>ce  which  of  tbefeways  w  take  to  uccouot 
4  that  the  prophecy  of  Jdrtxnah  was  placed  for  this  difficulty,  lincc  it  docs  not  iiTcil 

firii  in  the  volume  of  the  prophets,  and  Jo  dotftrutc  iifclf. 


2\6  51**  Evtmgefijl  Matthew  parjtpbr-afid.  Ch.  xxvli* 

An  thou »h«  tinjf  indeed  profefs  to  be  the  king  of  tbe  Jews  ?  To  which 

!  mlrt  Je^as  replied.  It  is  is  you  fay,  is  a  certain  fenfe  of  the 
hini”  Thou  words  ;  though  not  fo  as  to  imply  a  temporal  dominion, 

«ft.  like  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  (Jcbn  xviii.  36.) 

i»  And  qrheq  Ya  And  while  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  pea* 

(Iw^chtMwlefts  multiplied  clamorous  accusations,  he,  knowing  his 
•a4ddwf,bean*  own  innocence,  and  the  apparent  weakness  and  incon- 
fwmd  nothing,  ftftency  of  their  charges,  and  knowing  that  his  time 

yras  come,  took  ho  care  to  anfwer  them,  hut  fdently 
cqm  mined  himfelf  to  him  that  judgeth  righteoufly. 

'  13  Then  faith  1 3  Then  Pilate  (aid,  Donot  you  hear  how  your  af- 
Piiaie  omo  him,  depofe,  that  you  pervert  the  nation,  forbid  to 

how  many  things  give  tribute  to  Gar/or,  make  yourfelf  a  king,  and  incite 
they  witnds  •-  the  people  to  rebellion  through  all  Jewry,  and  that  by 
gain!!  thee  l  their  law  you  ought  to  die  because  you  make  yourfelf 

.the  Sou 'of  God?  {Luke  xxiii.  2,  5.  and  John  xix.  7.) 
What  have  you  to  offer  againft  all  thefe  charges?  Why 
do  not  you  clear  yourfelf  F 

14  An4he  in*  14  And  yet,  tho*  he  was  thus  prdled  to  anfwer,  he 
^erTwwd  continued  entirely  filent ,  fo  that  Pilate  was  greatly 

Ttinch  that  Ahem*  amazed  to  think  what  might  be  the  reafon  of  this  un- 
vemor  marvtual  common  behaviour. 


greatly. 

if  Naval 

feaft  the  governor 
vas  wont  to  rt* 
]»fc  unto  the 

people  a  pri¬ 
soner.  whom  they 
would. 

itf  And  they 
hid  then  a  nota¬ 
ble  prif'iiwr,  cJl- 
cd  Rarabl)^, 

jy  Therefore, 
■^vlien  they  vrtrt 
g  tlhercd  toge  - 
thar,  Pilate  mid 
voto  them  , 
SViHMn  will  ye 
that  1  rebfe  un* 
ro  ytw  ? '  Barub- 
fcas  ,  ,  or  JelW 
whldi  i$  calkd 
Chrifl  > 

idForhcknew 
that  tor  envy 
tltey  had  deliver*' 

td  Dim. *  '  ■ 


Tf  When  he 

on 
t Ht 


15  Now  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  governor  of  Judea 
to  gratify  the  people  with  tbe  releaic  of  fome  prifoner, 
whom  they  fhould  chufe,  at  every  paflbvcr,  in  honour 
of  that  fdlivat,  which  wax  a  commemoration  of  their 
own  deliverance  out  of  Egypt. 

16  And  it  fell  out  at  this  paflbver,  that  they  had  a  no- 
tor  ions  malefa&or  in  prifon,  one  Barabbas,  wbohad  head¬ 
ed  feveral  ftditious  perfons  in  an  infurre&ion,  and  been 
guilty  of  robbery  and  murder  in  tbe  riot,  {Markxe-i-} 

17  When  therefore  the  chief  of  tbe  Jean  were  ga¬ 
thered  together  to  demand  judgment  againft  Jefus,  Pi¬ 
late,  fnppofing  that  they  could  hardly  prefer  lo  infamous 
a  rogue  as  liar  abbas  to  him,  made  a  propofal  to  them, 
that,  fince  be  was  to  releafe  fome  one  prifoner  at  that 
feaft,  they  lhould  chufe  which  they  pleated  of  the  two 
whom  he  "would  mention;  and  they  were,  this  abomi¬ 
nable  wretch  Barabbas,  and  Jefus  whom  many  among 
them  efteemed  as  their  Mcffiah. 

18  For  the  governor  was  well  fatisfied  by  their  ma¬ 
nagement  in  the  whole. of  this  profecution  of  Jefus  at  his 
tribunal,  that  it  was  envious  and  malicious,  on  account 
tf the  high  reputation  be  hjid  gained  among  the  people, 
who  it  might  be  hoped  'would  have  appeared  on  the  fide 
of  one  thathad  been  fo  great  a  favourite  of  many  of  them. 

19  Ahd  he  was  the  more  confirmed  in  his  good  opi¬ 
nion  of  Jefus,  and  in  his  inclination  to  favour  him,  by 


Lh.  xxviu 

chcl  judgment  - 
fcjt,  hi*  wife  Tent 
irnra  him,  frying, 
Have  llioa  no¬ 
thing  id  do  with 
tlut  juft  mn: 
for  1  bare  filtered 
jnuy  thing*  tint 
djj  in  1  dream, 
btcaujc  of  him. 


10  Sot  the  chief 
prieftfl  and  el  - 
den  perfua  tied  the 
multitude  that 
they  Jhoitld  afle 
Hirtbbi$r  and  dc- 
llroy  jdiu» 

11  Tbcgowr* 

nor  anfweralaad 
hid  unto  them, 
'Whether  of  the 
tvainvill  ye  that 
I  rckife  unto 

you  ?  They  laid, 
Jhrabbtt. 

%%  Filuc  fifth 
unto  them,  Wbat 
fhAl  1  do  then 
with  Jdut,  which 
is  called  ChriH  ? 
They  all  Jay  umo 
him.  Let  him  be 
crucified, 

ij  AndtbegO- 
vcrnorUidfWh^, 

done?  Cot  they 
cried  out  the 
more,  fay  ingt  Let 
bun  be  etuafed. 


*4  When  Pj- 
kre  law  that  he 
could  prevail  no¬ 
thing,  hut.  that 
rather  a  tumult 
was  ftudtjhe  uak 

wa- 
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a  roeflage  that  was  brought  from  bis  wife  wbilft  be  was 
fitting  in  judgment  on  this  caufe:  For  fhe  lent  an  ear- 
neft  and  folemn  warning  to  him,  faying,  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  pais  any  feveie  feutence  upon  that  righteous  man 
who  is  now  before  you;  for  1  have  been  exceedingly 
terrified  in  an  uncommon  dream  about  him  this  mor* 
fling ;  and  am  finely  afraid,  left  he  fhouid  be  condemn¬ 
ed,  and  700  and  your  family  ibould  fall  under  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  God  for  it  t* 

20  But  the  more  God  feemed  to  appear  for  him,  the 
more  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  Jevit  fet  them- 
felves  again  ft  him ;  and  hy  their  imereft  with  the  com¬ 
mon  people,  took  ail  polfiblc  pains  to  prevail  upon  them 
to  demand  that  Bar  abbot  might  be  freed,  and  that  Jefus 
might  be  pot  to  death, 

2 1  But  Pilots  being  rather  defirous  to  fet  Jefus  at  li¬ 
berty,  as  being  perfuaded  of  bis*  innocence,  put  the 
queftion  a  fecond  time  to  the  whole  multitude,  faying. 
Which  of  thefe  two  perfons  do  ye  infill  upon  being  fet 
at  liberty  ?  And  they,  under  the  influence  of  the  chief 
priefts  and  elders,  anfwcred,  Bar  abbot, 

22  Upon  this  the  governor  faid  to  them,  What  then 
would  ye-  have  me  do  with  Jefus,  who  is  e deemed  by 
many  to  be  your  MdEah  ?  Shalt  I  releafe  him  alfo?  Or 
will  ye  leave  it  to  me  to  do  as  I  think  proper  with  him? 
But  they  all  anfwered,  as  with  one  confent.  Let  him  be 
condemned  to  be  crucified,  and  fo  fuller  the  moft  fhamc- 
ful  death  that  can  be  infliQed  upon  him. 

23  Pilate  replied,  Why  do  ye  inftft  on  bis  being  cru¬ 
cified?  What  capital  crime  has  he  been  guilty  of  to  de- 
ferve  it  ?  I  do  not  find  that  ye  have  proved  any  thing  a- 
gainft  him,  for  which,  according  to  the  Roman  laws,  he 
ought  to  die.  (See  the  note  on' Luke  xxiiU  22.)  But,  for 
want  of  evidence,  they  cried  out  with  the  greater  fury 
and  clamour.  We  hate  him,  and  cannot  endure  the 
thoughts  of  his  living }  nothing  lefs  will  fatisfy  us  than 
that  he  be  crucified. 

24  The  governor  then  finding 'it  was  In  vain  to  ftrive 
again  ft  the  ft  ream,  and  that  they  grew  more  and  more 
outrageous  and  defperate  by  all  that  he  could  lay  to 
convince  or  foften  them,  was  in  a  great  ftrait  between 
his  own  judgment  and  conference  on  one  hand,  and  his 
fears  of -the  people’s  rage  on  the  other ;  and  therefore, 
to  ft i tie  his  own  convi&tons,  and  at  the  fame  time  quiet 
the  multitude,  he  thought  of  an  expedient,  which  he 
prepofberoufly  imagined  would  acquit  himfelf  from 

guilt, 

NOTE. 

is  a  fpt  rial  appear  in  ce  of  Providence  to  bear  wltncA  t c  Chrift‘£  innocence,  uhLiQ 
were  loading  him  with  oujuft  rep rrcd.es. 


2l8 
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water,  and  walhed 
hit  hands  before 
the  multitude , 
faying*  lam  in* 
iwcent  of  the 
blood  of  this  juft 
peribq :  foe  ye  & 

i/* 


Then  an* 

iwcred  alJ  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  laid*  His 
blood  k  on  us, 
nd  oo  our  chiU 
dree. 


td  Then  reiet- 
fo]  he  Baribhu 
unto  them:  and 
when  be  bad 
famrged  Jefiis,hc 
delivered  him  to 

^e  crucified. 


yield 

importunity;  and  yet  proteft  agamft  the  iwOt : 
And  fa  he  called  for  a  won  of  water  j  and  waftiing 
his  hands  t*  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  people,  laid,  By 
this  fignificative  action  I  clear  myfelf>  and  teftify,  before 
God  and  you,  that.1  am  not  guilty  . of  {bedding  the  Uood 
of  this  righteous  man*  whom  ye  force  me  to  condemn ; 
ye  alone  {hail  be  anfweraUe  for  it  to  God  and  the  whole 
world,  whatever  may  be  the  confequence* 

2 $  Then  all  the  affemhly,  in  the  heat  of  their  rage, 
replied,  Beit  fo:  We  fear  no  guilt  or  danger  on  this 
fcore  ;  if,  as  you  imagine,  there  fhould  be  any,  we  ac¬ 
quit  you,  ana  take  it  all  upon  ourfelves :  Let  it  Be  re* 
venged  upon  us  and  ours  to  the  lac  eft  po  fieri  ty;  .So  rafti 
and  prefumptuous  were  they,  in  entailing  the  moil  dread* 
ful  curfeof  God  upon^hemfelvcs,  and  upon  their  chil¬ 
dren  yet  unborn ! 

2 6  Pilate  having  got  this  poor  falvo  for  his  own  eon* 
fcieoce,  and  being  overawed  by  tbeii'  tumultuous  cla¬ 
mours,  proceeded  to  difeharge  Bar  abbas*  that  notorious 
malefactor,  whofe  crimes  were  To  great  and  complicated, 
that  it  can  hardly  he  thought  he  ever  could  have  obtained 
a  relcafe,  had  he  not  been  put  in  competition  with  the 
holy  One,  whom  they  wickedly  abhorred ;  And  when 
he  had  ordered  Jcfus  to  be  feverely  X  fopurged,  in  hopes 
that  fuch  an  ignominious  and  cruel  pumfliment  might 
have  larisficd  the  people,  but  found  that  even  this  would 
not  appeafe  them,  (Joint  xix»  i,  ire.)  he  at  laft  pafled 
feme  nee  upon  him,  and  delivered  him  up  to  the  R&nan 
officers  to  be  crucified  jj- 

27  That 


NOTES. 

t  $ome  think  that  Piktet  having  lived  a*  cvucl  In  this  fort  of  pumfoment,  at  appear* 
piotig  the  did  this  lit  conformity  to  i  from  Eufebvts's  account  ol  their  ioJtifting  it 

eaitom  he  Bad  learned  frointhent,  according  oa  the  primUtvc  martyr* ;  o t  whom  he  foys, 
to  Dtui.  xxi.  4j  7*  and  P/tL  xxvL  tf.  Buto-  w  Ail  the  JpcAaior*  were  aftotiifbcd  when 
ibers  foppofe  it  was  in  conformity  to  a  rite  “  they  Aw  their  fldh  iota  with  feourger,  e* 
this  nature atxwug  the  Gentile it  as  veil  as  **  no  to  their  veto*  and  arteries,  fo  that  their 
Thri,  who,  todeatife  chcmfelves  from  the  «  veryboweis  might  be  focn;11  Eufeb*  Etcbj. 
uliiod  they  (bed,  ufed  to  walhtheir  hands.  .  Jf tfi,  fib.  ir.  cap,  if,  And  as  our  Saviour 
Whipping  or  foourgmg,  in  criminal  ca*  was  fooorged  it'  J’jArir’s  order,  it  fern*  to 
fes,  was  a  punidunnu  frequently  ufed  both  *have  been  done  by  his  officer*  after  the  Jfamtf 
hy  tint  Jt ws  and  JCemiej.  The  Jlrwj  com-  fafoioa*  and  to  have  been  very  fovere  as  well 
mon*7  it  by  a  whip  of  three  cords,  as  tfifgraceful  j  for  Fikte  thereby  intended 

nnd  limited  the  Dumber  of  ftripcs  to  thirty*  to  move  the  compafEoti  of  the  toward 
poc,  (i  Ger.  xj.  *p.);  and  fo  they  gave  only  him  in  order  in  his  being  ndeafed,  rather 
thirteen  ftrukti  with . the  fcourge  of  three  than  to  have  him  feourged  in  order  to  hii  be- 
lalbes.  that  they  rpi^ht  be  f'ura  iwc  to  exceed  ing  crucified,  os  appears  from  Lake  xiiii. 
forty  ftripc*,  aetturiing  to  the  law  in  Dew.  if,  id,  ii-  Jcha  xix.  i d.  j  And  ib  m« 
atxv.  3.  Uut  the  moft  uftui  way  of  Itfim  may  be 

fawrging  was  with  fuch  rods  nr  wands  as  the  Tendered t  Heittay  a/^jr  fcvuriej  7^r,  be 
lifters  earned  id  a  bundle  before  their  chief  dthvertd  hhn  ft  fc  crucified* 
magiflrates  ;  And  they*  not  confining  them-  j|  When  a  pei  fon  was  cr Deified,  he  was 
iclvca  to  the  Jtwifc  mtiuber,  were  exceeding  nailed  to  the  cru&,  as  it  lay  upon  the  ground, 

through 


T 
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a  7  Then  the 
fritters  ofthe  go- 
vet  r»r  took  Je- 
fa  into  the  com¬ 
mon  hll^iud  JA* 
rhered  Otuo  Sun 
the  whole  band  0/ 
f<d&m+ 

*a  And  they 
{hipped  biiDf  and 
pin  on  him  a 
lcarkc  robe. j 


*P  And  when 
they  had  pUued 
a  crown  oft noma* 
they  put  it  upon 
hit  head,  *&d  a 
reed  i,)  his  right 
ha:ii:  imd  they 
l/^vid  the  knee 
before  bun,  and 


27  Then  PiktSs  guards  feizing  Jei’us,'  dragged  him 
into  the  common  ball}  and  there  they  brought  their 
whole  company  about  him,  inhumanly  to  intuit  bin)} 
and  to  make  tbemiclves  merry  with  him  $  they  being 
more  dii'pofcd,  by  their  temper  and  profdEon,.  to  fall 
in  with  the  fury  of. the  people,  than  with  the  timorouf- 
nefs  of  the  governor. 

28  And  as  they  bad  beard  that  he  was.  profecuted  un¬ 
der  the  charadcr  of  the  king  of  the  Jews,  they,  in  dtri- 
lion,  pulled  off  his  own  clothes,  and  put  upon  him  a  red 
cloak,  fiich  as  the  foIdieTV  ufed  to  wear,  to  mimick  the 
fcarlet  robes  of  princes. 

29  And,  having  wreathed  a  parcel  of  thorns  into  the 
form  of  a  crown,  they,  to  carry  on  the  jeft  with  barba¬ 
rous  mockery,  let  it  upon  his  head,  at  once  to  ridicule 
and  torment  him }  and  putting  a  reed,  or  hollow  cane, 
(xM*^nr,)  into  his  right  hand  for  a  feeptre,  anfwerable 
to  his  {ham  robes  and  crown,  they,  in  a  way  of  jeer  and 
fcorn,  kneeled  down  before  him,  and  ufed  the  form  of 


mocMhl  hun,  lay¬ 
ing  Hall*  ting 
of  the  Jew*. 

30  And  they 
fpit  upon  him, 
and  cook  the  reed, 
and  fmote  him  on 
the  head: 

31  And  after 
that  they  h*d 

it: netted  him, they 

100k  the  robe  oif 
from  him,  and 
pm  Ms  uvn  rai¬ 
ment  on  him,  and 
ltd  him  away  10 
crariiy  him* 


%x  And  u they, 
time  oat,  they 

found 


faluucion  chat  was  given  to  kings  and  emperors,  fay¬ 
ing  with  a  caunr,  Hail,  long  live  the  king  of  the  Jtrws. 

30  And  then  with  indignation  and  conreinpt,  they 
fpit  in  his  face  ;  and,  taking  the  cane  out  of  his  hand* 
liruck  with  it  upon  the  crown  of  thorns,  that  their 
points  might  the  more  painfully  pierce  his  head 

31  And  after  they  had  glutted  thcmfdvcs  with  ma¬ 
king  him  their  fpon,  atid  with  abiding  and  putting  all 
manner  of  indignities  upon  him,  they  itripped  hirrrof 
his  mock  robe,  to  fignify  that  they  had  di veiled  him  of 
all  his  kingly  authority;  and  put  his  own  coat  upon 
him  again,  that  thofe  foidiers  might  have  their  booty 
who  were  to  be  moft  immediately  employed  in  his  exe¬ 
cution;  and  then,  obliging  him  to  carry  bis  own  ctofs, 
(John  tax.  17.)  (they  led  him  like  a  lamb  to  the  Daugh¬ 
ter,  and  hurried  him  away  through  the  city  to  the  pi bee 
of  bis  crucifixion,  which  was  without  the  gates  of  Je- 
ru/alemf  (Heb-  xiii.  12.) 

32  But  fearing  left  he  fttould  faint,  and  die  under  the 
burden,  and  lb  they  Humid  lofe  the  opportunity  of  gra- 

teftify- 

NOTES. 


through  eacb  hand  extended  to  ha  tiunoft  the  people,  who  were  capfatl  offender* ; 
firetdt,  and  through  both  the  feet  together;  hot  Jefus  was  to  endure  this,  that  the  very 
then  the  CToft  was  created,  and  the  foul  of  it  nature  of  the  death  itielf  intimate,  Lis 
thru  ft *  with  a  violent  iogr,  into  a  hole  prep*-  hearing  tar  Jim  is  bis  gw  a  b'wty  otitic  and  h~ 
r«l  in  the  ground  to  receive  it  ;  and  this  jog  ht$  medte  turf c form  ;  i  PetJh  x^Gal-  Ui  t  j. 
disjointed  the  body,  whoife  whole  weighthung  §  As  it  Icons  from  John  six,  chat  fame 
upon  the  nails,  which  went  through  the  of  tlieie  thing*  were  done  to  Jefus  hefcur  F:- 
hj/iJs  and  feet,  till  the  -perfha  expired  by  iatt  had  condemned  him,  we  may 
mere  dint  of  pain.  T^ir  kind  of  dtilh»  that  they  were  afterwards  acted  over  agxii; ; 
which  was  the  moA  cruel,  Jfcimefal,  and  cur-  or  die,  that  this  cvangdilV,  and  Mark  (chap, 
fcj  death  that  coaid  bedeviled,  was  u fed  on-  it.  itf,— xo,)  rreited  ihciu  all  together 
iy  by  the  'Remsas  lor  toes,  tad  ihc  boSt!i  of  tiling  of  a  like  aiiwrc, 


Cyme »  Simon 
fcr  nam & :  bin 
tli«y  oonpelled  u 
bear  hii  croft* 
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found  •  man  of  tifying  their  cruelty  in  a  puhlic,  (hameful,  and  miferahle 

execution ;  when,  as  they  were  going  out  of  the  city, 
they  met  with  one  Simon,  a  Cyrmean,  who  was  coming 
that  way  out  of.  the  country,  they  prefled  this, man  to 
carry  the  crofe  after  him  f.  {Luke  xxiil.  26.) 

3)  And  wbra  .  33,  34.  And  when  they  came  to  a  phee,  a  little  way 
tbqr  were  come  out  of  the  .city,  called  in  the  Htbrevs  language,  or  Sy- 

!d  oiiMbt  to  dialed,  Golgotha,  which  fignifies  The  pLce  of  a 
if  to  facepiece  of  fiu&  in  (lead  of  giving  him  a  ftupifying  potion  of  fpi- 
a  lkuIljW,  ced  wine,  as  they  ufed  to  do  in  compafhon  to  malefic- 

34  Tbqf  pve  wy]CI1  tbey  were  to  be  Crucified,  they  gave  him  a 

cup  of  vinegar  mixed  with  galf,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark 


him  vinegar  to 
drink  ,  mingled 
wiih  nU  t  ind 
then  fie  Hid  ta¬ 
iled  thereof  ^  he 
vuuld  oof  (limit. 


35  And  they 
crucified  him,  and 
parted  hU  gar¬ 
ments  \  catting 
lohi  (hititmight 
be  fulfilled  which 
was  fpoken  by  the 
prophet,  They 
parted  my  gar- 
menu  Among 

ilum,  and  upon 
my  vefture  did 
they  call  lot*. 


3f  And  fit  - 
ting  down,  they 
witched  him 
then : 


xv.  23.)}  thereby  literally,  though  undefignedly,  ful¬ 
filling  an  ancient  prophecy  concerning  him,  [Pfol*  lxix. 
21.)  And  when  he  had  taued  the  four  and  bitter  potion, 
as  much  as  was  fufficient  to  give  him  the  naufeous  relifh 
of  it,  he  refufed  to  drink  it,  that  he  might  take  nothing 
either  to  incre'afe,  or  to  make  him  inferrible  of,  his  pain. 

35  Then  they  nailed  his  hands  and  feet  to  the  crofs, 
and  reared  it  up,  with  his  body  hanging  by  the  nails 
upon  it  j  and  having  dripped  him  at  lead  of  his  upper 
garments,  the  four  foldters  that  were  his  immediate 
executioners  divided  fome  of  his  clothes  among  them ; 
and  as  the  uppermoft  of  all,  being  a  mantle  or  cloak, 
was  one  piece  of  cloth  without  any  foam,  and  would 
be  fp oiled  by  cutting  it  into  pieces,  {John  xxi.  23.)  they 
cad  lots  for  it;  and  therein  like  wife,  without  their  own 
defign,  fulfilled  another  prophecy  of  him,  {Pfal.  xxii. 
18.)  where  it  is  fa  id.  They  parted  my  garments  among 
them,  and  c&fi  lets  upon  my  vejlure. 

36  And  having  done  this,:  they  fet  themfelves  down 
to  watch  and  guard  him,  left  the  people  (hould  take  a- 
nother  turn  whilft  they  faw  him- in  this  miferahle  plight, 
and  Ihould  rife  and  refeue  him. 


$T  And  ft  tup 
*vtrhb  head.  His 
accufrttfin  writ¬ 
ten,  TH fS  rs 
JKSUS  THE 
KING  OF 
THE  JEWS* 


37.  They  like  wife  fallen  ed  an  inlcription  upon  the 
top  of  the  crofs  over  his  head,  which  Pilate  had  order¬ 
ed,  {John  xix.  19.)  viz.  **  This  it  Jefus  the  king  of  the 
Jewt"  that  all  fpefitators  might  know  who  he  was,  and 
upon  what  accufation  he  was  crucified ;  And  fo  what 

they 

NOTE. 


f  This  Si  ww  was  probably  fbfppfled  W  be  atHWH  was  to  He  fattened  icroft  the  upright 
one  oTChritt's  difriples ;  and  he  rirher  car-  pott,  and  which  was  ail  that  ufed  to  be  ear¬ 
ned  one  end  of  ihecmj's,  Chrift  going  before  fkd  by  the  maltfadar* 
and  ftitl  bearing  the  *t  her,  \t  being  one  put 

of  the  pQniihmcqt  and  ignominy  of  them  '  |  This,  in  the  Grrdr  is  Krtrw,>  which  t 

that  were  crucified  to  eirry  their  own  crofs  ;  nwrding  to  hs  fignUication,  Is  (in  Lctztt) 
or  cKc,  Chritt,  having  bern  fatigued  by  tbe  Gah wiy,  or  TAc  piece  of  a  JLukc  uiii, 
fort going  watchings  and  shales,  wu  too  faint  33- ;  and  It  was’lo  called,  either  betaufe  cri- 
to  ttand  tmdef  any  part  of  it ;  and  Co  Suttart  mi  nab  ufed  to  he  executed  there;  or  beemfr 
tarried  it  all,  in  the  company  after  him,  or  there  was  ihe  common  chartiel-honfe,  or 
it  Jeatt,  u  ibmc  think,  that  piece  of  wood  rcpofitory  for  dead  mens  bones  u*I  fkulb* 


Tfi  Then  wipe 

there  two  thieve* 
crop  fed  with 
htm ;  one  on  the 
right  hand,  and 
another  on  the 
left. 


39  And  they 

that  pa  fled  by, 
reviled  him,  wag- 
vine  their  bead*. 
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they  defigned  for  his  reproach,  was  over-ruled  by  Pro¬ 
vidence  For  his  honour,  as  it  was  an  a  flea  ion,  not  of  any 
real  crime,  but  of  a  glorious  truth  concerning  him. 

38  At  the  fame  time  there  were  two  highwaymen 
(n*r«i)  crucified  on  each  fide  of  him,  he  hanging  in  the 
middle,  and  one  of  them  on  his  right  hand  and  the  o- 
ther  on  his  left,  that  the  multitude  might  be  fo  much 
the  more  incenfed  agaiuft  him  as  if  he  were  the  worft  of 
the  three  }  and,  in  this  manner,  according  to  ancient  pro¬ 
phecy,  he  was  numbered  with  tranfgrejfon,  (Ifa.liii.  12.) 

39  And  as  all  tbefc  indignities  were  put  upon  him  *, 
fo  even  the  travellers,  who  patted  by  as  Grangers  on  the 
public  road,  by  the  fide  of  which  he  hung,  (hook  their 
heads  in  a  fcomful  and  infulting  manner,  and  up¬ 
braided  him,  uGng  taunts  and  jeers,  even  to  blafphemy, 

[t&karfiftn  aura,)  laying, 

40  Aba  I  what  is  become  of  your  vain  boafts  now  i 
You  that  pretended  to  fuch  mighty  feats  as  to  pull  down 
the  temple  and  build  it  up  again  in  three  days  time,  let 
us  now  foe  whether  fyou  are  able  to  favc  youifclf  from 
dying,  or  to  deliver  yourfolf  out  of  the  hands  of  juftice: 
If,  as  you  pretended,  you  really  are  the  Son  of  God, 
now  U  your  time  to  give  us  a  proof  of  It,  by  loofening 
yourfolf  from  the  croft,  and  going  away :  Come,  let  us 
fee  what  you  can  do. 

41  In  uke  manner  the  chief  priefts,  together  with  the 
feribes  and  elders  of  the  people,  whom  education  and 
good  manners,  anda  conGderation  of  their  cbaraQer,  one 
would  have  thought,  ihould  have  taught  better,  were  fo 
malicious  and  fordid  as  toderide  and  feoff! at  him,  faying, 

42  He  pretended  to  dp  wonderful  miracles  in  deli¬ 
vering  others  from  diftempers  and  death,  and  to  he  the 
Saviour  of  Ifrael\  but  now,  poor  creature,  he  is  not 
able  to  deliver  himfelf :  If  he  be  indeed  the  Meffiah,  as 
he  vainly  boafted,  let  him  now  (hew  his  divine  power 
by  coming  down  From  the  croft  in  our  prefence ;  and 
then  it  will  be  time  enough  for  us  to  believe  in  him  -f. 

43  He  indeed  put  on  a  great  air  of  fancticy,  and 
pretended  to  high  confidence  in  God  as  his  Father, 
calling  himfelf  his  Son  whom  he  had  font ;  but  if 
there  is  any  thing  in  all  this,  and  God  has  any  favour 
for  him,  or  he  has  any  intereft  in  God,  How  comes  it 
about  that  he  does  not  deliver  him,  as  ye  fee  he  does  not  ? 
By  this  we  may  be  fure  that  this  man  is  an  impoftor. 

44  Yea, 

NOTE. 

f  This  info  L  ling  demand  intimated,  a*  if  reality,  would  have  bm  incorfiftent  with  the 
til  the  Qnqurfttonablemirades  hehtduraaght  mat  ddign  of  his  coming  into  tilt  ivorl.1  hv 
before,  in  healing  *he  tick,  and  railing  the  the  red  cm  prints  of  hi*  people*  Sec  iiw  mite 
dud,  flood  for  nothing,  and  were  act  to  be  on  Lnkt  Jtiuiu  3  s. 

bebmd;  onJefthe  would  do  due.  whtth*  in  ;  Lutt 


40  And  laying. 

Thou  that  de¬ 
stroyed  the  tem¬ 
ple,  md  baildefl 
U  in  three  day*, 
f*TT  thyfolf :  if 
thou  be  the  Sen 
of  God ,  come 
down  bom  the 
croft. 


4*  Llkcwife 

aUo  the  chief 
pridb  mocking 
him  y  with  the 
faribctandcUm, 
hid, 

4*  He  lived  o- 
then;  him&Jfhc 
cannot  live  t  if 
he  be  the  king  of 
ffnel  j  let  him 

now  come  down 
from  the  croft, 
and  we  wilt  be¬ 
lieve  him. 

43  If*  trotted 
In  God;  Lethfm 
deliver  him  now 
if  he  will  have 
him:  fofbcfold, 
J  am  the  Son  of 
Cod. 


Cb.  xxvii. 


44  The  tbievea 
ilto  which  were 
or drifted  with 
hiin,cafUhe&fDG 
■ia  liu  teeth. 


45  Xow  from 
f«tc  fixth  hour 
tliert  wit  d'dfk- 
iieft  over  «!1  the 
Ijnd  nntn  tUc 

ninth  bcur. 


44  Yea,  Co  general  was  the  run  againft  Chrift,  that 
even  one  of  the  highwaymen  likewife  who  were  fcllow- 
fufferers  with  him,  was  fo  daring,  amidft  his  own  a- 
gomes,  and  juft  at  the  point  of  death  for  his  own  crimes, 
as  to  vent^his  fpleen  againft  him  in  vile  reproaches,  for 
pretending  to  be  the  Meffiab  and  the  Son  of  God,  and 
not  faving  himfelf  and  them 

45  Now,  as  Jefus  wa9  banging  oq  the  ctofs,  there 

was  a  miraculous  eclipfc  of  me  fun,  which  continued 
from  twelve  o’clock  to  three  in  the  afternoon,  and 
fpread  darkneft  over  all  the  earth  $,  {***  >■»«:)  to 

teftify  an  abhorrence  of  the  wickedijefs  which  was  then 
in  com  mitring-,  and  to  intimate  Ch  rift’s  fore  conflicts 
with  divine  juftice  and  all  the  powers  of  darkneft,  and 
the  withdiawment  of  all  comfort. from  him. 


40  And  ahftut 
tlrc  ninlh  boar 
tolas  cried.  with  a 
loud  Wee,  ftf- 
.lftg,  f-H,  Kli,  U- 

Iti4  iaWIitLajii  1 

(hat  15  Fo  fay,  My 
God,  m?  God, 
why  haft  thou 
fariahen  me* 


4 6  And  about  three  o’clock,  after  a  long  and  filent 
conflict  in  his  own  foul,  Jefus,  being  in  the  utmoft  a- 
gony,  even  unto  death,  cried  out  with  a  loud  and  dole¬ 
ful  voice,  which  fhewed  the  extremity  of  his  pain  and 
anguifh  together  with  the  ftrenglh  and  fervour  of  his 
{pint,  laying,  in  the  mixed  dialed  of  Hebrew  and  Sy~ 
riacy  which  was  much  ufed  in  thofe  days,  Eli,  Slit  luma 
fabaebthani that  is,  as  thofe  words  fignify.  My  God, 
my  God ,  wbj  baft  thou  forfaken  me  ?  Thereby  at  once 
exprefling  his  faith  and  truft  in  God  as  his  Father,  and 
at  the  fame  time  a  moft  di  ft  re  fling  fenfe  of  his  delivering 
him  up  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  letting  loofe  the 
powers  of  darknefs  upon  him,  withdrawing  the  com* 
fortable  difeoveries  of  his  deligbf  in  him,  and  impreffing 
upon  his  foul  a  terrible  fenfe  of  the  wrath  due  to  the  fins 
of  his  people,  which  he  was  then  bearing  to  make  an 
atonement  for  them. 


47  Some  of 
them  iba<  flood 
there,  when  they 
heard  ft iat,  laid, 
'I  his  min)  cuHcth 
for  J£1L:S, 


47  He  no  fooner  fpfcke  tbefe  words,  than  feme  of  the 
by-ftanders  hearing  them,  and  either  ignorantly  or  wil¬ 
fully  miftalring  their  meaning,  faid,  He  calls  for  the 
prophet  Eluu  to  come  and  help  him ;  Tho’  he  pretended 
to  be  the  Melliah  himfelf,  he  now  finds  that  God,  whom 

he 


NOTES. 


t  fab  xtiu.  39, 40.  fpcakr  of  only  one 

erf  the  thieves  who  reviled  uur  Mrflcd  Lord, 
while  the  ttjicr  dil  covered  a  quite  ^iifcrttt 
temper,  and  reunited  his  companion ;  Out  it 
b  not  urrcfual  tot  the  plural  tu  be  phi  tor  the 
toijriiUr  ny ruler,  where  there  are  more  of 
like  charafVi  s  i'poktn  of  than  unci  See  to- 
Vtral  tnfbncts  of  ih:s  in  the  mire  oti 
xxh  7.  However^  tome  toppoto  ihat  they 
Uj:h  lur^n  at  firll  to  upbraid  hirt ;  bm  that 
one  of  rhem,  being  toon  convinced,  by  the 
gi  iux  and  po^rr  of  the  dying  Kjvion/,  cIk-h- 

tyC*  i'Ji  4iid  f|^^t  Lijiiifiir  iv?)  of  him- 


Lreh  x*ijL  40,  4  tv 

§  It  it  reported,  fays  Strides,  that  D^tfr- 
fus  faw  it  in,Ej[jrpt;  «id  know  fug  that  it 
could  not  be  a  natural  eclipfe,  became  if  wa$ 
at  the  time  of  the  toll  moon,  and  lifted  th-cc 
hours  tog^her,  he,  though  a  heathen  ph:to- 
fopher,  tidd,  EUhcr  the  D'ruiirijj fcfers,  jrfim- 
p&hizti  “with  a  ftfercr  ;  or  im  jramt  (i  the 
ij  delved*  Vid*  Pol,  Sysop*  is  A'r- 
llut  were  we  to  fiippoto,  with  others,  tbatthU 
wms  only  overT  ail  the  land  of  /'j- 
3t  wa?  no  fefs  miraculoufi 

^  When 


A?  AndflfiWu- 
vay  one  of  them 
not  tfd  took  a 
4uit^rv  and  filled 
«  enh  vinegar, 
and  put  if  on  a 
reed  (  and  gnt 
him  to  drink. 

4P  The  left 
laid,  Lee  be,  let 
us  fee  whether  E* 
lias  will  come  u 
fore  him. 


50  Jdai^wfwn 
he  had  cried  i~ 
^in  with  a  loud 
vokf,  yielded  op 
the  ghoJL 


Ch.  xzrii*  The  EyangeKji  Matthew  paraphrafed.  2  z  3 

be  ftyled  hie  father,  fails  him ;  and  would  uow  be  glad 
of  any  relief  from  Eliaj,  who  we  own  is  to  come  before 
the  Meffiah  to  prepare  bis  way. 

48  And  immediately  one  of  them,  initead  of  offering 
bim  a  refreftung  cordial,  ran  and  filled  a  fjmnge  with  vi¬ 
negar,  and  (licking  it  upon  the  top  of  a  reed,  or  of  a  long 
ftalk  of  hyfibp,  {John  xix.  29.  fee  the  note  there,)  put  it 
to  his  mouth  for  him  to  fuck  it,  deGgning  thereby  to  ahufe 
and  teafe  him,  and  do  all  that  might  be  diftafteful  to  him. 

49  In  the  mean  while,  there  was  a  great  cry  among 

the  people,  in  a  way  of  derifion  and  infulc,  faying,  Ah, 

let  him  alone,  he  calls  far  Elias  t  let  us  fee  whether 

* 

that  prophet,  or  any  one  in  heaven  or  earth,  wilt  come 
and  deliver  him;  his  cafe  is  defperate,  none  can  helpfaim. 

50  Soon  after  this,  Jefns  cried  out  again  with  a  j Sreng- 
vmce,  laying.  Father*  into  thy  hands  I  commend  mj  fpirit, 
(Luke  man.  46.)  and  that  juft  as  he  was  expiring ;  to 
(hew,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the  terrible  things  he 
had  endued  |r  nature  ftill '  retained  fo  much  ftrength 
and  vigour, .  that  his  life  was  not  forced  from  him,  but 
that  he  freely  refigned  it  up  at  his  Father's  command,  be- 
caufe,  as  he  knew,  the  finifhing.  point  of  the  great  work 
of  redemption  was  then  come :  And  fo,  by  his  own  con¬ 
sent,  he  immediately  breathed  out  his  Jaft,  [John  xix.  30.) 

j  1  And  behold  the  furprifing  miracles  that  attended 
his  death !  The  vail  of  the  temple,  which  fe par  3 ted  the 
holy  of  holies  from  the  court  of  the  prielts,  was,  by  au 
invifible  power,  rent  quite  through,  from  the  cop  to  the 
bottom,  in  the  fight  of  the  priefts,  who  juft  then  were 
miniftering  there,  it  being  the  rime  of  the  evening  facri- 
fice  :  God  thereby  fignifying,  that  the  temple  at  Jeru- 
(alem  was  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  the  fan&uary  of 
the  Lord ;  that  all  the  myiteries  pertaining  to  ic  were  un¬ 
folded  and  fulfilled ;  that  the  partition -wall  was  broken 
down,  and  Jews  and  Gentiles  were  admitted  to  equal 
privileges  in  the  new  difpenfation  of  grace  founded  on 
the  death  of  Chrift  ;  arid  that  a  way  was  opened,  thro* 
the 'Tati  of  bis  flefh,  for  all  true  believers  to  enter  into 
the  holieftof  all,  even  heaven  irielf,  (Heb.-  x.  19,  20.) 
There  was  like  wile  fo  great  an  earthquake,  as  not  only 
made  the  ground  (hake  and  tremble  by  its  mighty  (hock, 
hut  fplit  even  the  recks  themfelves ;  (2od  hereby  figni¬ 
fying  his  deteftation  of  the  horrible  wickednds  of  Chn  ft’s 
crucifiers,  and  the  great  alterations  he  was  making  in  the 
church  and  the  world,  for  the  definition  of  the  power 
of  Satan,  and  advancing  of  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son. 

5»»  53-  Thc 

NOTE. 

f  When  nature  fait*,  k  incapacitates  cm.  to  ipli,  u\  thc  very  Article  ol  ilcidi,  with  n  loud 
voice;  tod  PU*U  wyudered  it  our  Lead's  ikvdt  nv*  44* 


51  Aodbehotd, 
the  fill  of  the 
temple  was  itnt in 
twain  from  the 
top  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  ;  uuf  the 
earth  did  quake, 
and  the  rock* 
rent; 


«4 

s* 

fnm  were  open¬ 
ed  ;  ud  many 
bodies  of  faints 
which  dept,  i- 
nfe, 

5)  And  eatne 
mt  of  tho  graves 
rfber  hi*  rdSrrec- 
lion, :  and  went 
into  the  holy  ci¬ 
ty*  and  appeared 
into  many. 


The  KtangeTiJi  Matthew  paraphtafed.  Ch.  xxvii. 

And  the  ^3.  The  fepulchres  alfo  of  the  dead  were  by  this 

earthquake  Chartered,  and  laid  open  ;  and,  after  Chrift’s 
rcfurte&ion,  the  bodies  of  many  holy  perfons  which 
lay  interred  in  them*  were  ralfcd  by  his  power  out  of 
the  lleep  of  death,  (fee  the  note  on  John  v.  25,)  and  came 
forth  from  their  tombs  \  2nd,  for  the  proof  of  this  re- 
markable  fa£l,  they  going  into  JiruJalem ,  (which  for 
many  ages  was  called  the  holy  city,  becaufe  of  God’s  fpe- 
rialrcfidcnce  in  his  temple  there,}  fliewed  them  felves  alive 
to  many  of  the  people,  f  who  might  be  acquainted  with 
them  before:  God  hereby  figqrfying,  that  Chrift,  by  his 
crucifixion  and  reforre&ion,  had  conquered  death  and  the 
grave ;  and  that,  in  the  virtue  thereof,  all  the  faints,  of 
which  thefe  were  a  fample,  (hould  rife  again  at  the  laft  day . 

54  Now  when  the  Roman  captain  and  his  foldiers, 
that  wefe  upon  guard  at  the  execution  of  Jefus,  faw 
fome  of-the  awful  prodigies  which  appeared  at  his  death; 
though  they  were  heathens,  and,,  like  loldieis,  hard* 
ened  in  their  tempers,  and  had  juft  before  infulted  and 
reviled  him,  they  were  inthe.utmoft  confternation  and 
fear,  and  even  conftrained  to  give  an  honourable  te Si¬ 
mony  to  him,  laying,  Certainly,  whatever  has  been 
faid  or  thought  to  tbe  contrary,  this  perfon  was  indeed 
the  Son  of  God,  as  he  profefied  to  he ;  other  wife,  God 
would  never  have  thus  concerned  himfelf  about  him. 


14  Now  when 
the  centurion  , 
and  they  that  were 
with  him,  watefw 
jflg  Jefu*3  <aw  the 
earthquake,  and 
thofe  things  that 
were  done,  they 
feared  gTtatly  t 
faying.  Truly  this 
w«  the  Son  of 
God* 


and  Ihewn  his  difpleafure  in  this  terrible  manner  at  his 
being  put  to  death. 

si  And  many  yj  There  were  likewise  a  company  of  women  ftand- 
(u*o3dh«r*lafa»  among  the  fpefhrors  at  a  .diftance  from  the  crofs, 
off)  which  fol-  and  looking  upon  their  crucified  Lord  with  weeping 
lowed  j«fo*  from  eyes  and  aching  hearts,  who,  out  of  their  great  love  to 

Wg  antohim  ***  him,  and  defire  to  hear  the  gracious  words  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  out  of  his  mouth,  came  along  with  him  as  far 
as  from  G alike,  the  heft  part  of  an  hundred  miles  or 
niore.  and  who  cheerfullv  miniftered  of  their  own  fob- 
nance  to  him  for  his  accommodation  in  the  way  j  hut  now, 
alas !  could  do  nothing  toward  his  relief  or  comfort. 
r«  AirrmR  36  Among  thefe  were  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of  whom 
fa'gdi”*.  apd  ^e  had  caft  feven  devils,  {Mari  xvi,  9.);  and  Mary, 
Mary  the  mother  the  mother  of  J  James  the  Ufs  and  of  Japes  ;  and  8a- 
of  jam**  and  jo-  fane,  {Mark  xv.  40.)  the  mother  of  Zebedefs  two  fons, 

ther  Zetodct's  vtz‘  lamei  and  John  all  faithful  difciples,  who  (luck 
children.  hy  him,  as  well  aB  they  could,  tO  the  laft,  and  were 


NOTE. 


+  Some  ftp  fro  ft  th.it  tWV  faints  »tit  the 
fjtfriarcbi ;  othen,  thaer  they  we  the  Old- 
KHinwnt  wirljrj';  but  it  fcem*  more  rule- 

r=t  wapp^hradihat  theyw  ledi  a* 

2fchana$^  And  Jet t i&t  Bapitp,  %  hoMkTt(!  in 
Chiift,  1A1I  were  tt>  ttairy  In  Jnsfatim* 


%  He  was  called  Janies  the  lefst  to  rtiflin* 
guith  bntv  from  tbe  other  James  the  brother 
of  Johtty  bccattfe  as  U  nroft  li&df,  he  «ai 
lets  In  ftatnre  than  the  other*  £tc  Jfais«6*d 
on  Mcrk  sy,  40. 

-g  Otria 
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17  When  the 
even  wu  come, 
there  came  a  rich 
■nan  of  Arunt- 
tbca,  named  Jo* 
Jeph,  whn 

him&lfwasjetirf 
difcipl* : 


?8  He  went  to 
Pilate,  and  beg- 
j^d  the  body  of 
rdiu;  then  Pi* 
btc  commanded 
the  body  to  be 
delivered. 


22 J 

cye-witnefles  of  every  thing  that  paired. 

57  Nov  in  the  evenings  a  little  before  fun-fet,  the 
fabbarh  then  drawing  near,  there  came  a  certain  rich 
man,  Jo/epb  of  Arimatbea  by  name,  an  honourable 
counfdlor  {Mark  xv.  43.}  and  a  religious  boly  man, 
who  was  likewife  one  of  JefuP  difciples,  well  affected  in 
his  heart  toward  him,  tho*  he  had  been  too  fliy  of  publicly 
owning  him,  for  fear  of  the  fanhedrim,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xxiii*  50,  5!-) 

58  This  great  man,  being  fpirued  on  t'ne  prrfem  oc* 
caftan  to  give  an  open  teftimony  of  his  regard  ro  Chrift, 
went  boldly  to  Pilate ,  who  as  chief  magi  (Irate  had  the 
difpofal  of  the  bodies  of  thofe  that  had  been  crucified  ; 
and  begged  leave  to  have  the  burying  of  the  body  of 
Jefus,  that  he  might  prevent  m  being  ignaminioufly 
thrown  into  the  earth  with  the  two  malefactors  that  were 
crucified  with  him:  Pilate  immediately  granted  his  re* 
qudt,  and  accordingly  fent  a  warrant  for  the  hody  to 
he  delivered  to  him. 

50,  60.  By  this  authority,  Jofeph  took  it  down  from 
the  ero&i  and,  having  it  in  pofieffion,  wrapped  it 
round  in  a  clean  linen  doth,  according  to  the  common 
cuftom  of  decent  funerals  among  the  Jews  3  and  then 
pat  it  into  a  new  fepulchre*  which  he  had  ordered  to 
be  cut  out  of  a  folid  rock,  and  in  which  no  corpfe  had 
ever  been  hid  before ;  and,  having  blocked  up  the  paf* 
fage  into  it  with  a -great  ftone,  to  complete  the  inter* 
ment  and  fecure  the  body,  he  returned  home# 

61  And  Mary  Magdalene*  with  the  other  Mary  the 
mother  of  James  and  Jofes*  followed  Jefus,  like  true 
mourners,  to  his  grave,  and  placed  themfclves  over  a* 
gain  ft  it,  to  indulge  their  forrow,  and  to  take  notice 
where  his  remains  were  difpofed  of ;  that,  as  foon  as 
the  labbath  fhoold  be  paft,  they  might  teftify  their  af- 
fettion  and  refpe£t  by  an  embalment,  {Luke  xxlii-  56.) 

62  Now  the  next  day,  which  was  the  Jews  fabbath 
their  paflover* week,  being  the  day  after  that  m  which 

ir„j _ t  ey  ufed  to  prepare  for  it,  the  chief  priefts  and  Phari* 

the  chief  prkfts  jits3  who  at  other  times  feemed  to  be  the  mod  ferupu- 

“  lous,  and  even  fuperffitious  obfervers  of  its  ceremonial 
rites,  and  often  quarrelled  with  Chrift  for  bis  ails  of 
divine  power  and  mercy  on  that  day,  affembled  together, 
and  went  in  a  body  to  Pilate*  with  a  petition,  faying, 
^3  Sir,  %  we  well  remember,  that  this  impoftor  (as 

they 

NOTE, 

(  Chrift  often  Add  rhis  to  hifdirrfples :  Bui  Ur*  of  the  Jem  ;  onWi  when  he  fpofce  of  the 
T do  ii;)t  bid  my  account  of  lua  declaring  it  Urttpfe  of  hit  Mr,  John  10,  k.  And  if 
c*P refly  to  the  rotnmon  people  or  the  ro*  they  here  refer  to  wlul  be  then  fiid»  ho +' 
Vgt,  !,  }  F  P*r* 


S9  And  when 

Joseph  ha A  ta- 
cn  the  body,  he 
trapped  k  In  a 
clem  linen  doth, 
So  And  Laid  it 
in  his  own  new 
tomb,  which  he 
had  hewn  oot  ia 
the  reck  :  and  he 
rolled  a  gmt  Hone 
to  the  door  of  the 
fcpuMi  re,  und  de¬ 
parted* 

tf[  And  there 
tji  Mary  Mag* 
dalene,  and  the 
other  Mary,  lit* 
tifrg  over  agunft 
the  fcpolehrc. 

6x  Now  the 
twjci  day  thar  fol- 
tnc  day  of 
prepare  tie  n 
it  prirft 
and  Pbiriico 
came  together  on¬ 
to  Pilau* 

62  Saying,  Sir, 
wt  itmonbcrthu 
that  deedrer  fa  Id, 

while 


in 


xxvu 


iz6  *Tbc  Evangelijl  Matthew  paraphrofed.  Ch 

■ 

he  ww  yet  they  bhfphemoufiy  called  the  Amen*  the  faithful  and 

dal”'l  wiluifcT  true  wituefe)  laid,  wbilft  lie  was  living,  That*  tbo’ he 
gun.  Ihould  bs  crucilial,  be  would  rife  again  from  the  dead  % 

in  three  days. 

64  We  therefore  entreat  the  favour  of  you  to  order  a 
fuffieient  number  of  foldiers  to  guard,  the  fepulchre,  till 
the  three  days  be  expired}  left)  to  carry  on  the  deceit* 
his  difciples  ftiould  go  in  the  night  and  ftcal  away  bis 
coipfe,  and  then  report  .  arooDg  the  people*  that*  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  peedidion*  he  is  rifen  from  the 
dead  :  For*  if  this  fhould.  happen*  the  tail  error*  in  not 
taking  effeftual  care  to  prevent  the  trick*  would  be  of 
more  mifehievous  consequence  than  the  Grft  which  we 
hace  been  guilty  of  in  fullering  him  to  live  and  preach 
lb  long :  This  will  -be  thought  a  mighty  confirmation 
of  hi*  character}  and  people  will -be  in  more  danger  of 
being  feduced  by  the  do&ribe  he  taught*  than  ever. 

65  Pilate f  to  gratify  the  ridiculous  fears  they  pre* 
tended  to  have  about  fuch  a  vain  and  hazardous  attempt 
of  the  poor  timorous  difciples*  replied*  Ye  have  a  guard 
of  your  own  in  the  tower  of  Antonia *  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  temple  ;  go  and  detach  from  them  as  many  foldiers 
as  ye  pleafe,  and  fnch  as  ye  yourfelves  can  molt  depend 
upon;  fet  them  to  watch  the  fepulchre*  and  ufe  all  the 

««  3d  tlier  pretentions  ye  are  capable  of  to  fecurc  it*  that  ye  may 
went  »>a  made  be  fure  whether  he  riles  again  to  life  or  uot. 
ibe 'fcjniduvTute,  56  Accordingly  they  went  and  did  their  utmoft  to 

n,a^e  things  fafe*  fealing  the  ftooe*  and  placing  a 
waidi.  hand  of  Ibldieia  there  to  obferve  and  uuard  it  $- 


04 

tVttfnre  that  the 
ftpulcbre  k  nuik 
fore  until  thethiid 
day,  Uft  h:t  dtJ- 
ripks  come  by 

bight,  wid  ftcal 

him  a w*yT4cd  lay 

tinto  the  pcop'c* 
He  is  fj left  lr->m 
the  dead :  lb  the 
ha  error  ihall  he 
th*d  |hc 

firft. 


tfS  PSktc  find 
iriio  them,  Ye 
hive  a  witch  : 

your  way,  make  1/ 
lit  Aire  a*  yuuCAQ. 


RK  COLLECTIONS* 


The  hideous  ititurt  of  fin  may  be  Teen  in  tbe  treachery  of  Judas ;  in  the  invi* 
dimis  falfe  accufatious  of  the  htgFi-prieft  and  other**  in  the  unrighteous  judgment 
of  PihUi  apainfi  the  €onvi6*om  off  hi*  own  continence ;  id  the  vile  abtrfiw  of  the 
officer*,  foldiers,  and  mob,  all  combining  againft  our  bkifcd  Lord;  and  in  the 
whole  of  the  complicated  fufTerings  he  endored  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity* 
Oh  .what  is  man !  how  fickle,  wicked,  and  vain  !  one  day  crying  Hefanna  to  tie 
Soa  of  David;  and  a  few  day*  after,  Crucify  kin *,  crucify  him:  reUafe  to  us 
not  this  man,  hut  Bar  abbas  l  But  whoever  were  the  criminal  infimmente  of 

cruelty, 

NOTES. 


perwrfe and  iniquitous thetrranftni&ion 
of  theft  words*  atf  relating  to  the  temple  at 

when  be  wai  upon  his  trial  before 
the  council  Chap*  St. 

|  After  tkr'.t  dafti  fignifies  after  the  oom* 
Riencemcnt  of  the  thitd  day  ;  Lrdr  it  44,4^ 
4tf. :  And  fit  It  is  of  the  fame  import  with, 
is  fA ret  if.-yr,  and  4ji  the  fhirS  tiay  ;  the  ei- 
p  tv  ft  ^  os  beintj  uicd  promiidioullv,  one  flur 
the  other,  Mafib.  xvi.  it*  Jlfarifr  viii.  31, 

ijfir  is*  tt  and  J$bu  it*  19  And  our  bin 

ii  a-fcin  to  this*  when  vc  call  that  a 
Sertiria  ague,  which  comes  every  other  day* 
See  die  aw  ou  Matte  &iL  40*  aod  llilbop 


Pt(&fin%  dote  oti  art,  j*  of  the  Creed. 

§  They  fci  Fj/tf/Adguet,  or  the  public £al 
of  the  fanhedrim,  or  fome  01  her  feat,  upon 
a  fiftenitig  which  they  had  put  to  rhe  ftonc: 
And  all  this  uncommon  Ciouoa  vu  over¬ 
ruled,  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  pve  the 
ftrongeu  proofs  the  icafiiyof  Chuffs  en* 
filing  mferfcftion  r  Trace  there  could  he  no 
room  for  the  leaf!  fufpictan  of  a  deceit,  when 
it  ftiould  be  found,  that  his  body  waj  railed 
out  of  a  nrw  tomb,  where  there  was  do  other 
coiplc,  and  this  a  rnmb  hewn  out  of  a  niet, 
the  month  of  which  wai  Teemed  by  a  ^ital 
ftoue,  under  a  fi?l,  and  a  guard  of  fidduca- 
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crcehy,  and  whatever  were  the  righteous  terrors  of  God  againft  him,  the  tranf- 
greffiotis  or  hia  people  were  the  procuring  caufe  of  all.  Had  it  not  been  For  their 
fins,  he  had  never  been  Falfelf  accuferi*  reproached  and  intuited*  crowned  with 
thorns*  fcourged,  ferit  upon,  and  crucified*  and  had  never  been  filial  with  bitter 
auguifh  under  his  Fathers  defertions:  But  the  prophecies  of  a  fullering  Saviour 
were  then  to  be  fulfilled  in  him;  and  God  over-ruled  and  ordered  all  things  to  ac* 
compiifh  the  eternal  coonfd  of  hk  will  for  the  redemption  of  the  church*  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  give  an  honourable  teftimony  to  Chrift’a  pcrfoual  innocence  and 
excellence*  and  to  bb  character  aa.his  Sou  and  the  true  Mcffiah.  This  he  did* 
liy  the  mouths  of  his  enemies  theudeives ;  by  the  aftoniftiing  miraculous  indica¬ 
tions  of  lus  own  abhorrence  of  them,'  and  approbation  of  him ;  and  by  an  «a£t 
accompliffuncnt  of  faripture  prophecies  in  him:  And  oh  with  what  fubmilfion*  pa¬ 
tience  and  wiUingneft,  did  he  yield  to  the  worft  that  befd  him  accurdiag  to  Ms 
Father's  wiUl  With  what  undaunted  courage  did  he  witndfs  a  good  confeffion* 
when  called  to  it!  and  what  care  did  Providence  take  to  turn  Ms  enemies  over* 
felicitous  precautions  into  means  of  making  it  more  unquestionably  evident  that 
he  is  truly  rifen  from  the  dead!  How  Ihould  we  deteft  all  iniquity,  and  every 
thought  of  preferring  a  Barabbesy  or  any  thing  elfe*  to  CliriR  !  and  how  Arnold 
we  dread  imprecating*  or  entailing*  God’s  curfe  upon  us*  like  the  Jews ;  or  being 
Left  to  Judas*  repentance,  and  to  the  terrible  vengeance  that  followed  inJ—How 
dear  fhoulda  dying  Saviour  be  to  nt !  And  bow  patient  fhoutd  his  riifciples  be  un¬ 
der  all  injuries  for  hia  fake*  who  fuffered  fo  many  for  theirs  I  And,  like  the  good 
women*  that  abode  by  him  to  thelali,  how  refolutriy  and  fsithfully  fhould  we  firt- 
low  him  through  all  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  ihew  our  atie&ion  to  him  all 
our  days  i 


CHAP*  XXVIIL 


Cbri/Ps  refurreSiont  I, “8.  HU  appearance  to  the  v>m*ny  p,  to* 
The  ridiculous  contrivance  of  the  Jews  to  Jtijk  the  belief  of  bis  refur - 
r*£timy  u, — 15*  His  appearance  to  the  eleven^  and  giving  them 
their  1 6$ — 20. 


Tut, 

IN  the  cod  of 
tbefibkib,u 
it  begin  10  dawn 
twanli  tbc  fiift 
daj  of  the  week, 
came  Mary  Mag* 
datcnc,  and  the  o~ 
thtr  Muyt  to  fee 
die  fepukbrt, 
i  And  behold, 
there  vu  gresr  a 

earth- 


Paraphrase. 

VTOW  after  the  JevjiJb  fabbath  vis  ended  early  in 
^  the  morning  of  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  week,  about 
break  of  day,  Mary  MagdaUne,  and  Mary  the  mother 
of  Jamei,  having  bought  fveet  fpices,  {Mark  xvi.  i.) 
fet  out  to  fee  whether  the  fcpulchre  were  as  they  left  it  * 
and,  if  opportunity  offered,  to  embalm  the  body  of  Jeftu. 

a  And  while  they  were  confultlhg  In  the  way,  [Mark 
xvi.  3,)  how  to  get  the  heavy  Hone  removed,  which  they 
had  feen  rolled  again (l  the  mouth  of  the  fcpulchre,  be¬ 
hold  a  forprifing  event  t  There  was  an  exceeding  great 

P  2  con- 


N  o 

|  Chrift  wu  buried  on  the  Utter  pirt  of 
tbe  Gxth  dry  of  the  week,  (ehep.  xxvii.  «i.) 
lay  in  the  grave  alt  theihwth  day,  tad  nfe 
on  the  morning  of  theSrftday  of  the  follow, 
ing  uttk,  which,  reckoning  from  four  o' clock 
on  the  Friday  evening,  Co  four  on  the  Lord's* 
day  morning,  ms  thirty-fix  hours  after  ho 
had  bean  buried,  and  which  anfwcrcd  his 
own  and  £>me  other  predictions  ahcnit  the 
time  of  bis  refurreftion  on  the  third  day ■ 
This  was  Jong  enough  to  prove  tindcnuhlyi 


T  E. 

that  he  wai  really  dead ;  but  itot  fo  tong  is 
to  necdEiaic  the  putrefr&oti  of  his  body* 
which  was  not  to  fee  corruption,  JY*£  xvi* 
10.  or  as  to  fuller  the  ihooghti  auddhoourfe 
about  his  death  to  begin  to  die  among  tbc 
people  before  he  fhould  rife  again*  And  fuch 
is  the  wtfitovn  a/td  grace  of  GodjhithewouU 
not  hive  the  gltmoui  fruits  att;l  oqnfrqurr- 
ers  of  this  grand  event  delayed,  after  Ms  in¬ 
flict  was  fiuly  fiilUfird  by  the  death  of  Hi 
Sot)* 
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e-m^nale ;  far  concufiion  of  the  earth  refembling  what  wiU  beat 

I #o rd U^d<c feended  the  general  refur  reflian  ;  and  God  gave  reftimony  to  his 
from  h  eavoj  and  fion,  to  his  juft  ice’s  being  fatisfied  by  his  fufit  rings  and 
«me  and  death,  and  to  his  legally  difeharging  him  from  the  prifon 

the  ta*r  l^e  grave  J  for  a  glorious  angel  was  difpatchcrd,  as 
ud  fu  upon  iu  f  an  officer  from  heaven,  with  a  commiflioii,  not  to  mife 

him  from  the  dead,  which  was  done  by; his  own  and  his 
Father’s  power,  but  to  roll  bnck  the  ftone,  as  an  evi¬ 
dence  that  God  and  angels  approved  of  his  di {charge  : 
And  when  the  angel  bad  done  this,  he  fat  in  a  vifible 
form  upon  the  ftone,  ready  to  comfort  and  encourage 
the  women,  who,  as  well  as  the' watch,  (ver*  4.)  law 
him  fitting  there 

j  Hi*  count*-  3  The  countenance  of  this  angel  was  exceeding  illu- 
?atkT  *  w  ^  ftrious,  glittering  like  the  brigluncfc  of  lightening,  and 

hi'ramitnt  white  his  garments  lhone  with  a  light  which  made  them  ap- 
**  ibo*,  pear  As  white  as  fnow. 

4  And  fortes  4  And  the  foldicrs  who  were  fee  to  watch  the  fepul- 

clilM  iirfcc ' 7ad  C^rfi  were  ^  amazed  at  the  fight  of  this  heavenly  mci- 
became  as  dtfad  fen  per,  that  they  trembled,  and  were  ftruck  with  fuch 

terror,  as  overwhelmed  their  ftotu  hearts,  and  made 
them  look  as  pale  and  fpiritkfs  as  dead  men. 

i*  Andi!lcaaI  5  A n d  as  the  good  women  were  likewife  frightened 
Sid  unn  the  wc-  «tht  fight,  [Markwi*  5.}  the  angel  immediately  fpakc, 
mcii,'  Fear  not  In  a  tender  and  encouraging  manner,  to  them,  faying, 

:  for  iLvnTW  not  Tc  8^  way  t0  an7  ^rs »  r^cr€  iS  D0  reafon  why 
fiu'  which  vH  7C  fhould  be  terrified  like  the  fbldiers,  or  fhotrid  appre- 
trudfcd*  hend  any  danger ;  for  t  know  that  ye  are  hearty  frieocU 

to  Jefus,  and  are  come  hither  with  a  good  defign*  to  feek 
for  him,  and  to  tcitily  your  affection  to  him,  who  was 
crucified. 

6  ,*?  \  a?  ^  He  **  no  longer  bere,  in  the  fUte  of  the  dead,  as 
Jfcn,  hefii  u  Je  fer:owfully  feppofe ;  for  he  is  really  rifen  to  life  a- 
xn»c ,  fee  the  gain,  according  to  what  he  told  you  whilfl  he  was  with 
j]I'I'er-e  ****  Jcu  :  Come  al°ng  witK  me  +,  examine  the  fepukhre, 
^  and  behold  with  your  own  eyes,  that  there  is  no  corpfein 

7  Andeomrek-  ^  P*ace  w^crc  body  °*  your  and  ours  Iny. 

andSt^  h«  7  And  as  his  word,  and  your  own  eye- fight  accord - 

dif-  ing  to  it,  are  phi  in  evidences  pf  his  refurnr&ion,  go 
with  all  puCibJe  fpecd,  and  let  his  difeon folate  difciples 

know 


6  He  is  not 
heir  ^  for  he  is 
jifrn,  hefii  J  r 
come ,  foe  the 
pbee  where  ihc 
LaiU  lay'.  ' 

7  Andgoqirck- 
ly^  %od  teJi  his 


his 

dir- 


MOTES* 

f  How  enold  the  fuMiew  be  fappokit  jo  the  heed,  and  the  other  whore  the  feet  of  the 
continue  Ikqiing,  amidtt  fudi  4  terrible  er»m-  body  of  jefns  had  lain. 
mfi£:c>n  as  thi*,  if  thqr  had  been  afleep  be-  |  Dr  CiarMt  very  probably  conjures, 
forc,  ai  \ras  aitcru  aMj  pretended,  ver*  i  j*  ?  that  at  the  angers  fpnkin^  rhtlc  words,  he 
5  'Hir  cvitngciUl?,  Lshjitlr.  4.  and  Jri,i  nsTe  up,  and  going  Zicfure  the  women  into 
iit.  11.  fpejk  of  two  tngds  that  appeared  the  iqrtikhrt,  Jkal,  Coir<c  and  f«  the  place 
on  *h«  oitdfion  ;  but  it  urns  as  if  nciy  one  uhere  the  Lord  lay;  whiet)  pLinJy  recon- 
M  Linn  apptf red  fittiw  on  the  Itonc,  with-  ctica  what  St  relate^  John  xk.  11. 

tk  fipoldire,  and  then  roinp  into  St,  this  heitv-  one  of  the  two  angeb  there  n;o- 
Aeft  wiili  uolher  Gu tog  one  where  tuned 
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difcipln  that  Be 
Is  rijcn  fram  ihc 
\  anil  be  - 
linkl,  be- 

trrc  you  into  Oi* 
lUre;  thrrc  ftiU 
yr  it c  him  ;  to,  1 
Ijjvc  taLlyuL 


&  And  thcj 
tlirpjrtcd  qutHdy 
H»t»  4hc  Sepul¬ 
chre,  with  fear 
jTulgre.it  joy,  and 
dill  run  to  bring 
bis  (lifdpbvord. 

9  Aw!  u  they 
u'Ckit  to  trfl  hti 
aiicipkii  bcbohl, 
jctlis  met  tlumt 
laying,  All  hail,' 
Aud  thef  .Qtac^ 
*rU  hdl  him  by 
tbr  feet,  tnd  wor+ 
J  hipped  ium- 

so  Then  Said 
Jcfui  unto  than, 
£t  not  afraid :  go 
re[|  my  brethren, 
thyt  rhey  gn  into 
Galilee,  ind  tlvrt 
ijull  they  let  uie. 


I 1  No*  when 
they  were  grans* 
bdiold,  torn*  of 
the  watch  C*ma 
into  the  dl^and 
ihewed  unto  the 
chief  prkiUfttfthc 
things  that  were 
(io  DC. 


ii  And  whm 
they  vere  atiem- 
hied  with  the  ci¬ 
ders,  and  li&d  tt- 

■  w 

kv;i  couoitl,  they 
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know  that  hie  is  certainly  rifen  from  the  dead ;  and,  fox 

the  further  confirmation  of  this  to  yourftdves  and  theirs 
obferve,  and  be  Jure  to  tell  them,  (Nark  xvu  7.}  that 
he  will  go  before,  and  appear  to  them  in  Calilc^  at  a 
great  ctifhmcc  from  J^rnJaU*mf  where  he  tiled  to  con¬ 
vert  with  them,  and  w  here  they  may  meet  together 
without  tear  of  danger  from  their  enemies  ;  there  fliail 
they  all  fee  him:  Remember,  I  have  faithfully  dti char¬ 
ged  ray  truft  in  afTuriug  you  of  this,  and  tee  that  ye  dif- 
charge  yours  in  reporting  it  to  thorny  it  {hall  furcly 
come  to  pals  according  to  my  word. 

8  Then  the  women,  recoilcdting  what  Chrift  had  fair! 
about  his  re  fu  rreftion,  (Luke  tlx.  iv*  8,)  immediately  went 
from  the  fcpulchre,  with  awful  futprife  at  what  they  had 
feen,  and  with  abundance  of  joy  at  what  they  had  heard, 
and  made  all  the  hafte  they  could  to  carry  the  glad  tidings 
to  the  difciples*  (Rut  fee  the  note  on  John  xx,  2*) 

9  And,  as  they  were  going  upon  this  errand,  Jefus 
himfrff  unexpedtediy  met  them  in  the  wayj  and  faluted 
them,  frying,  All  hapjjmcfs  attend  yon;  rejoice  and 
he  exceeding  glad  :  And  they*  being  fatisfied  that  it 
iya£}Jefu$,  fell  down  before  him  with  pr  oil  rare  reverence, 
took  bold  of  bis  feet  to  exprefc  their  humble  affection 
to  him  and  earneft  clctire  not  to  let  him  go,  and  paid 
him  their  {olemn  adorations  as  rhrirrifcii  Saviour* 

10  Then  Jefus  encouraged  and  comforted  them,  fay* 
ing,  Do  not  be  fur  paled,  nor  oppreheifd  any  danger  or 
dcluCon ;  but,  as  the  angei  ordered  you,  go  to  my  dif- 
ciples,  whom  I  ft  ill  own  as  my  brethren,  tho’  they  fo 
lately  difowned  and  foriook  me,  and  hid  them  matt  the 
heft  of  their  way  out  of  Judta  into  CatiUe  ;  and  there  I 
will  appear  to  them*  that  they  may  have  an  ocular  de- 
monltiation  of  my  being  rifen  indeed. 

1 1  Now  as  fooq  as  the  women  departed  from  the  fee 
pulcbre,  behold  bow  the  providence  of  God  ordered  the 
very  enemies  of  Jefus  to  bear  wfcnefs  to  his  refurredtion ! 
Some  of  chief  note  and  authority  among  the  ibldiers 
who  were  appointed  to  watch  the  fcpulchre*  went  into 
Jerusalem)  and  acquainted  the  chief  priefts  how  terribly 
they  had  been  frightened  with  the  earthquake  ami  with 
the  appearance  of  an  angel;  and  that  the  itonc  was  polled 
away  from  the  mouth  of  the  fcpulchre,  and  the  body  of 
Jefus  was  gone, 

12  Upon  this,  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  met  toge¬ 
ther;  and  inftcad  of  yielding  to  conviction,  and  repent¬ 
ing  of  their  horrible  crime  in  crucifying  Chrift,  they 
were  fo  ddpcratdy  hardened  in  their  wickednds,  that 
they  con  fulled  bow  to  lham  the  evidence ;  hi  order  to 

1J  3  which* 


530  *tbc  Matthew  foraphrafed.  Ch.  xxviii. 


gave  Urge  money 
uuio  the  fuldjtrs. 


13  Srying,  8  ay 
yer  flir  difdples 
crnic  by  uigl it, 
Mnd  (lo]<  him  a* 
way  wluk  we 
flept. 


14  And  if  this 
come  to  the  go¬ 
vernor's  ears*  we 

Till  ptrfuadchim  ( 

aiad  figure  you. 


TJ  So  they  took 
t)v  money,  and 
did  H  they  were 

taught :  and  thU 
ikying  i*  com  - 
juoniy  repo  fled  a- 
moDg  the  Jews 
Until  this  dty. 


1 S  Then  the 

cltTcn  dhoplcs 
writ  *wey  in?o 
*  Galilee  ,  imo  a 
mountain  where 
Jefus  had  ap  * 
pointed  them. 

17  And  when 
they  Taw  him, 
they  worihipped 
him  : .  but  fume 
doubdd, 


which,  covetous  as  they  were,  they  {pared  no  cod,  but 
bribed  the  foMiers  with  a  great  fum  of  hufh-money,  and 
put  a  ridiculous  lie  into  their  mouths,  faying, 

13**  Conceal  the  account  of  what  ye  faw  and  heard, 
and  give  it  out,  that,  while  ye  happened -to  fall  afleep, 
the  difciples  of  Jefus  came  in  the  night  and  ftole  bis 
body  away:”  Little  confide  ring  that  this  flory  confuted 
it  Tclf,  fincc,  if  they  were  all  afleep,  they  could  not  know 
what  was  doing  in  the  mean  time ;  and  if  any  of  them 
were  awake,  they  would  foon.  have  alarmed  the  Tell, 
and  prevented  fuch  an  attempt.' 

1 4  And  that  the  foldiers  might  venture  to  make  this 
report  without  fear  of  puniflunent  for  their  negleft  of 
duty  in  ileepihg  while  they  were  upon  guard,  the  chief 
priefts  and  elders,  who,  bad  this  ftory  been  true,  would 
have  been  the  forward  eft  of  all  others  to  get  them  fevere* 
ly  puuiflied,  promifed,  that,  in  cafe  it  fiiould  reach  Pi- 
JatSs  ears,  and  he  fbould  go  about  to  call  them,  to  au  ac¬ 
count  for  it,  they  Would  undertake  to  ftand  their  friends, 
would  ufc  all  their  intereft  with  him,  which  was  very  great, 
to  pafs  it  by,  and  would  certainly  fave  themharir.Iefs. 

15  Accordingly  the  foldiers,  who  had  lately  feen  what 
an  afcendancy  they  had  over  him  in  the  prcrfecution  of 
Jefus,  accepted  the  bribe,  and  ftilGIy  obeyed  thefe  or¬ 
ders,  tho*  they  had  been  fo  terrified  juft  Wore  at  the 
earthquake  and  Vlfion  of  the  angel :  And  this  fcnfelefs 
ftory  of  the  diffipies  ftealing  away  the  body  of  Jefus  by 
night,  was  fo  induftriouflv  propagated,  and  encouraged 
by  the  fanhedrim  and  the  unbelieving  Jrws>  that  it  be¬ 
came  a  common  report  among  them  for  many  years,  tho* 
they  never  attempted  to  prove  it  upon  the  difciplts,  or  to 
profccute  them  on  that  account,  or  to  objefl  this  to 
them,  when  they  came  to  preach  a  rifen  Saviour. 

1 6  W  hile  thefe  things  were  tranfafting  at  Jerufalem, 
the  eleven  apoftles  followed  their  inftrudions,  and  took 
a  long  journey  to  a  mountain  in  Galilee  f,  where  Jefus 
had  appointed  a  general  rendezvous  of  his  djfciples,  that 
he  might  Ihew  himfelf  to  them  all  together. 

1 7  And  when  they  faw  him,  they  knew  him  to  be 
the  very  lame  perfon  whom  they  had  ufed  to  converge 
with  before  his  death  $  and  being  thereby  fatisfied  of 
the  truth  of  his  refurreftion,  and  of  all  that  he  had  ever 
faid  of  himfelf  as  the  Son  of  Cod  and  the  Saviour  of  If- 
raely  they  in  a  fblcmn  manner  paid  divine  worth  ip  to 
him:  But  there  were  Tome  among  them,  whofe  £aith  at 
firft  was  weak  and  wavering,  and  who  could  not  immedi¬ 


ately 

,  NOTE. 

f  Tn**  ®u  probably  mount  Ttfcr,  where  he  had  been  before  transfigured ;  and  it  ficus 
to  bare  been  here  that  be  was  fieo  of  above  five  handled  brethren  ai  ante,  i  Car,  jv,  0. 
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iS  And  Jefiw 
nine,  and  fpake 
ftuo  them,  fay¬ 
ing  AH  power 
is  giwa  uo:o  roe 
in  heaven  and  in 
«irth. 


i?  Go yethsre- 

fort  aad  tcauh  all 

nations,  (upris¬ 
ing  thtm  id  the 
name  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the 
Son,  and  of  the 
Italy  Ghoft  ; 


to  Teaching 
them  to  obferte 
all  th  in«  whado* 
ever  1  hare  com¬ 
manded  you  ;  and 
iot  I  am  with  you 
ilway  even  unto 
the  end  of  the 
worid,  Amen. 
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atdy  perfuadtf  thetnfelves  that  he  was  rifen  from  the  death 

18  And  Jcfus,  for  their  further  £itisfa£lion,  drew 
near, -and  fpealcing  to  the  apoltles  in  a  familiar,  tho’  au¬ 
thoritative  manner,  faid,  God  my  Father  has  now  fully 
veiled  me  in  all  the  powers  of  my  office  as  the  Mefliah  j 
he  has  given  me,  under  that  charader,  univerfal  and  ab¬ 
solute  authority  over  all  perfons  and  things  both  in  hea¬ 
ven  and  earth,  as  the  reward  of  my  fu  tie  rings,  and  ia 
purfuance  of  my  great  defign  of  giving  eternal  life  to  at 
many  as  he  bat  given  me,  (John  xvii.  2.) 

19  Go  ye  therefore,  fpread  yourfelves  abroad  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  my  com  million,  and  with  a  dependence  on  my 
power  and  grace ;  and  dilciple  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  by  preaching  the  gofpel 
to  them  wherever  ye  go ;  introduce  them  as  funjeds 
into  my  kingdom  f,  and  as  fcholars  into  my  fchoo],  by 
a  facrcd  rite  of  mine  own  appointment,  to  he  continued 
thro*  the  gofpel ■  d ifpe nfaci  on,  baptizing  them  with  water 
in  the  name  of  the  Father ,  and  if  the  Son ,  and  if  the 
Holy  Ghofl ,  i.  c.  baptizing  them  by  the  authority,  and  into 
the  faith,  profcllion,  and  worfhip,  of  the  eternal  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  to  whom  they  are  to  be. devoted  e- 
qually  and  alike,  as  three  divine  Perfons,  and  the  one 
God  of  the  Cfarillian  religion,  whofe  name,  anfwerable 
to  their  nature,  is  one,  in  oppofirion  td  all  other  Gods. 

20  And  further  to  complete  their  difcipleJhtp,  lead 

them  into  the  fuH  extent  of  their  privileges  and  obliga¬ 
tions  according  to  my  gofpel ;  teachiog  them  to  obferve, 
and  (  }  carefully  to  preferve,  in  faith  and  practice* 

all  the  doftrinea  and  duties,  both  moral  andpoCtive, 
and  none  bur  thofe,  which  I  have  given  you  in  charge 
to  make  known  to  them,  and  to  enjoin  upon  them: 
And  tho’f  as  to  my  corporal  p  re  fence,  I  am  leaving  thia 
world  and  going  to  the  Father';  yet,  while  ye  thus  keep 
clofe  to  my  comroiflion,  as  God  was  with  Mofes7  fo  am 
1  by  my  fpiritual  prefence  with  you,  and  will  be  fo  at 
all  times,  wherever  ye  may  be,  to  proteft,  counfel, 
affift,  and  fucceed  you ;  and  1  will  continue  to  be  pr z* 
fent  with  you,  and  your  fucceflbre  in  the  gofpel- mini* 
ftry,  thro*  all  ages,  to  the  end  of  the  world ;  So  it  (hall 


H  o 

f  tt  lecnj  to  me,  that  irirk 

74-  t$ra,  difdp it  aft  MafhtiS,  Tthte*  tD  the 

whole  defign  of  CbriiVs  comnuflion  Tor  m*- 
king  difriplt*  to  him  t  and  ihai 
zndjdffx nUfvvhtti  be f tiling  t  and  ttczkitg 
tbdtoy  arc  mentioned  as  particular  branches 
of  that  general  defign,  the  order  of  which 
uu  to  be  determined  by  the  rfroim  Ounce* 
•f  things :  And  theft  indeed  made  it  neerf- 


r  E. 

them*  they  fhot;M  he  taught  be  Tore  thru  were 
baptized;  Rut  <-'tiVrc!rrtim(Unces,in  tnc fet¬ 
tled  ftttt  of  the  gnfjjcl-kirtgdom,  n^afcc  it  its 
nrctfljry,  that  in  di  Tripling  the  children  of 
hditrtni  they  ll-ould  tie  firft  baptized, 
and  afterwards-  as'  thr  children  at 

Jnr,,  and  of  proicljtes  to  their  religion, 
were  firil  curunitifcH,  uvd  when  they  jjpc^ 
up  were  inftrufied  in  the  fa i;t;  of  die  V'-d 
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be  | ;  and  fc  let  all  faithful  minifters  expeft  ir  to  be*  as 
they  cannot  but  defire  that  it  may  be. 


recollections. 

As  Chrift  was  delivered  for  our  offences,  fo  be  was  reifed  again  for  our  JuftSfi- 
cation*  His  reforreAion  was  as  evident  as  could  be  neceflary ;  God  himfelf  bore 
witncfs  to  it  by  a  miraculous  earthquake;  augels  and  men,  friends  and  enemies, 
who  could  not  be  deceived  in  fo  plain  a  cafe,  united  in  their  teftimony  to  it;  and 
nothing  but  the  moft  filly,  loofe,  and  felf-contradictfous  pretence  for  want  of  a 
better,  was  ever  offered  againft  it  by  the  moft  inveterate  enemies  of  that  age  a- 
jnong  the  Jentut  Yea,  the  backwarduefs  of  Chrift**  own  difciplesto  give  ere* 
dit  to  it,  till  their  unbelief  was  overcome  by  irrefiftable  evidence,  is  a  further  con¬ 
firmation  of  it.  The  nnqueftionable  proof  of  this  £t&  is  a  high  demonffration 
that  the  whole  feheme  of  Chriftian  religion  is  divine ;  that  all  the  glorious  cha¬ 
racters,  officer,  and  powers,  which  Chrift  ever  claimed,  were  his  due  *  that  God's 
juft  ice  is  fatisfied;  and  that  our  faith  and  hope  may  be  ftcnreJy  placed  in  him : 
Ti  is  is  the  fafety  ami  joy  of  them  that  feck  Jcfus;  but  will  be  the  terror  and  con* 
fuGon  of  his  enemies.— TIow  happy  are  they  whom  Chrift  will  own  for  his  bre¬ 
thren  l  How  gracious  are  his  vints,  how  nch  his  correlations  to  them  under  all 
their  troubles!  and  how  mercifully  docs  he  cundefixrnd,  even  to  the  moft  doubt¬ 
ing  among  them  l  On  the  other  Hand,  to  what  furprifing  lengths  of  foftv  and 
liardnefs*  wickednefs  and  falfehoad,  do  they  run,  whofct  themfdves  agaioft  him, 
and  are  abandoned  of  him  WBut  behold  the  bleficd  tidings  of  gofprl-graee  to  fin- 
ners  of  all  ranks  and  nations  j  The  crucified  and  rifen  Jtfus  has  all  power  in  bis 
hands  for  f&ving  work;  and  has  font  forth  his  fervants  with  his  commiflion  to 

Jjrochim  it,  and  with  his  prtimifc  to  affift  and  fucceed  them  it  it:  Let  them  ob- 
erve  his  charge,  and  hope  in  his  word  ;  and  let  their  hearers  learn*  and  yield  to 
his  authority,  look  for  his  pretence  in  the  ways  of  his  own  appoinment,  and  devote 
themfetves  and  theirs  to  the  {acred  Three,  as  the  one  eternal  God,  in  whofe  name 
them  ought  to  be  baptized;  and  let  us  all  fall  down  and  worihip  him,  laying. 
Amen. 

NOTE. 

t  ft  is  uncertain  whether  Jrtun  hr  Qiiift1!  or  the  cvugdiA's  word;  ud  therefore  ibt 

paraphnjc  takes  in  the  fonfo  which  borli  the  fappofiLUnu  require, 

*  > 
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Evangelift  MARK, 

In  the  form  of  a  P a  a ap  h  &  as  e. 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

John  the  BaptHVf  office,  1, — 8.  Chiji’s  baptifri,  9,— -i  r.  Hit  temp¬ 
tation  and  preaching,  12,— 75.  Hit  coiling  difripUs*  l6> — ao.  7 "be 
peoples  aficnijimunt  at  bis  doAnne,  21,  22*  Hit  miracles t  ia  curing 
a  pojftjfed  man,  23, — 28.;  and  Peier’i  maker- in-law,  -with  all  that 
came  to  ban,  29, — 39. ;  and  a  leper ,  40,-45. 

t«xt.  Paraphrase. 

npHIS  lacred  hiftnry  begins  with  an  account  of  the 
gafpet  01  JeTu*  ^  doQrinc  of  Jefns  Chritt,  the  anointed  Saviour,  who 
Chritt  the  Sod  of  was  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  > 

»  As  ic  u  writ-  1  The  ulhering  in  of  whole  appearance  and  preach- 


Godj 

i  Aiitijtfrit* 


icnJ  my  bxQci* 
j£t-r  before  thy 


was  oy  me  imoutry  ot  j$bn  tnc  Bapiyt ,  acconl 
ncient  predi&ions  of  the  prophets :  For  Malachi 


God 


to,  which  Hull  (chap.  Hi.  1.)  Behcldy  1 fend  my  mejfengery  whole  fpecial 
prepare  thy  way  office,  like  that  of  a  forerunner,  is,  to  go  juft  before 
ur«  ec.  thee,  (meaning  the  Meffiah  j)  and hey  by  his  do&rineand 

baprifm,  Jball  prepare  the  way  for  tby  appearing.  (See 
the  note  on  Mat.  xi.  10.} 

j  The  voice  of  ,  And  the  evangelical  prophet  Jfaiabt  long  before, 

wMcmrf^'Vre*  fpealcing  of  the  fame  perfon,  faid,  (chap.  xl.  3*}  the 

P  *  ^  1  avi  a  «  .  j  iij 


pare  ye  the  way  voice  of  one,  who  will  hereafter  cry  in  the  wilderneft, 
«f the iK»rd,  mate  fhall  be  in  this  manner,  “  Let  my  doctrine  and  bap* 
111  n,8  *  tilin  be  entertained,  relating  to  the  Meffiah’s  kingdom, 

tbat  ye  may  be  ready  to  receive  him,  who  is  the  Lord 
Jehovah,  and  is  juft  at  hand  to  appeal  in  the  flefli  a* 
mong  you  ;  and  that  ye  may  lay  afide  the  perverfe  pre¬ 
judices  which  would  oppofe  his  accefs  to  your  hearts.” 

4  John  dW  bap-  a  According  to  thefe  prophecies,  John  the  B  apt  id 

rlcrneft  and  “S311  “u  ®K»™y  M  tbe  lOS  populous  parts  ot  JUiUa) 

pradt  the  bap-  (Mat.  iii.  I.)  a  little  before  Chritt  was  to  enter  on  his 
(tfm  pf  npent-  public  office  \  and  he  preached  to  the  people  the  doo 

UMj  trine  of  repentance,  upon  the  encouragement  of  the  ap¬ 
proach- 


repeut- 

UlCGy 
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tit&i  for  the  iw* 
miffioti  ^  Go?. 


5  And  then 
vent  oul  untohim 
«U  the  land  of 
Jarioa*  and  they 
of  Jerusalem,  and 
were  all  baptized 
of  him  in  the  ri¬ 
ver  of  Jordan  f 
con  fading  their 
Hus* 

6  And  John 
v»  dot  lied  with 

omtli  hair,  and 
vtth  a  girdle  of  a 
flein  about  h» 
loins;  and  he  did 
eat  lactiftf  and 
wild  honey : 


7  Atvlproch- 
*1,  faying,  Tlierc 
<x>ni  ct  h  one  migh¬ 
tier  than  t  after 
me;  the  latchet 
of  wh oft  food  I 
am  not  worthy  to 
Hoop  down  and 
ItiOlCi 


S  1  indeed  have 

liaptizedyou  with 
water  :  but  he 
(ball  bipriu  you 
with  the  Holy 
Ghofh 


p  And  tt came 
to  paft  in  (haft 
day*,  that  Jefus 
came  from  Naxa* 
rcth  of  Galilee, 
and  wu  kprizcJ 
iff  John  in  Jor¬ 
dan* 

i  o  And  ftraigbt* 

Way  COmillg  Up 

nut  of  the  water, 
he  law  the  hea¬ 
vens 


preaching  difpenfation  of  grace,  in  order  to  their  ob¬ 
taining  forgi  vends  of  fins,  thro’  the  Saviour,  who  was 
coming  to  fee  up  his  kingdom  among  them  j  he  like- 
wife  baptized  them  with  water,  that  he  might  fignifr  all 
this  by  a  vtfible  fign,  might  lay  the  baptized  under  a 
fpecial  obligation  of  regarding  it,  and  might  raife  their 
hopes  of  finding  mercy  in  this  way. 

J  And '  the  general  expe&ation  of  the  Mefliah’s  ap¬ 
pearing  in  thofe  days  brought  vail  multitudes  to  him, 
from  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages  of  Judea  t  and 
from  JcrufaUm  itfeJf ;  and  all  that  profefled  repentance 
for  their  fins  were  publicly  baptized  by  him  in  the  river 
called  Jordaeit  they  going  a  little  way  into  its  (hallows, 
for  the  greater  convenience  and  expedition  of  ap¬ 
plying  the  water  to  them.  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  iii.  6.) 

.  6  Now  this  John  lived  and  behaved  anfwerable  to 
the  do&rine  be  preached :  He  wore  the  habit  of  a  mor¬ 
tified  prophet,  which  was  a  coarfe  garment  made  of  ca¬ 
mels  hair,  and  was  girt  about  his  wafte  with  a  leathern 
girdle  i  and  his  common  diet  was  of  the  meaneft  fort, 
fuch  as  locults  and  wild  hooey,  which  were  plentifully 
found  in  that  wildernefs.  {See  the  note  on  Mat.  ill*  4.) 

7  And  the  great  point  he  aimed  at  in  his  preaching, 
was  to  a  Cure  the  people,  that  not  he  bimfdf,  but  ano¬ 
ther,  then  ready  to  appear,  was  the  promifed  and  ex¬ 
pelled  Mcffiah,  faying,  There  is  one  of  far  fuperior 
authority,  power  and  dignity  to  myfelf,  whofe  forerun¬ 
ner  1  am,  with  whom  I  do  not  deter  ve  to  be  once  com¬ 
pared,  and  for  whom  I  am  utterly  unworthy  to  perform 
even  the  meaneft  offices,  fuch  as  untying  his  (hoes  or 
carrying  them  after  him  :  And  as  his  perfon,  fo  his  ad- 
miniftrations  are  every  way  more  excellent  than  mine. 

8  I  indeed  am  come  to  baptize  you  with  water,  as 
an  external  fign  of  inward  punty  $  and  this  is  all  that  I 
can  do :  But  the  incomparably  more  excellent  Perfon, 
who  comes  after  me,  (hall  baptize  many  of  you  wirh  an 
efficacious  effiifion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  confirm  bis 
doltrine,  and  to  fca&ify  and  deanfe  you  fram’your  i* 
niquities. 

9  While  John  was  in  this  manner  preaching  and  bap¬ 
tizing,  Jefus  himfclf  took  an  opportunity  of  coming  from 
the  place  of  his  ufual  abode  in  Nazareth ,  a  city  of  Ca- 
Klee*  and  was  baptized  by  bim  at  Jordan ,  (f  c«  m  !<pa«»r,) 
that  he  might  fulfil  all  rigbteoufnefs  by  an  entire  com¬ 
pliance  with  every  ordinance  of  God. 

to  And  immediately  as  be  was  coming  up  the  afeent 
from  the  water  (an**  *jar»r,)  he  beheld  the  heavens 

NOTE. 


f  The  pirpofiina  «'r  very  commonly  Jignifict  at,  u  well  js  ic, 
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wuopend,  and 
the  Spirit  Jikr  i' 
dove  (kfex tiding 
upon  him. 


11  And  there 
earn  ta  voice  from 

heaven  >  fivsX  * 
Thou  art  my  be¬ 
loved  Sod  ,  in 
whom  1  am  wdJ 

pJeafid, 


1%  Andiiirme* 

JitrvEy  the  fpirit 
drircth  him  into 
the  wildcnicfs* 

1 3  And  he  wax 
there  tii  iIk  wil* 
dernefs  forty  djys 

tempt  ed-of  Satan; 
rnd  wu  with  the 
wild  beuftij  and 
the  angeb  mini- 
ftered  onto  him. 


>4  Now  after 
that  John  wax  put 
in  prifon*  JeAif 
came  inro  Cali- 
lee,  preaching  the 

fofpri  of  the 
ingdoro  of  Cod, 


t  j  Andfiyinjr, 
The  time  >$  ful 
filled  t  and  the 
kingdom  of  God 
is  at  hand:  re¬ 


pent  ye,  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  gofpeL 
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parted  afunder  as  when  it  lighteneth,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  coming  down,  and  hovering  over  his  head  like  a 
dove,  (,,u  wtfirtf**,)  to  diftinguifli  him  from  all  others 
by  a  fpecial  miraculous  teltimony  of  God's  favour  from 

heaven,  and  in  token  of  his  being  then  anointed  with 

the  Holy  Ghoft.  (See  the- note  on  Mat.  iii.  i6.) 

1 1  And,  together  with  this  extraordinary  appearance, 
there  was  an  audible  voice,  dircfled  to  thrift,  from  the 
excellent  glory,  faying,  Tbou  art,  by  way  of  eminence 
and  peculiarity,  my  dearly  beloved  Son,  in  whofe  per- 
fon  and  undertakings  1  am  greatly  delighted,  and  in 
whom  I  gradually  accept  all  that  bdieve  in  thee,  being 
well  pleated  with  thee  for  thine  own  lake,  and  with  all 
that  are  in  thee  for  thy  fake  too. 

12  Freiently  after  he  was  thus  haptized,  and  owned, 
and  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  this  good  Spirit  moved 
him,  by  a  powerful  impulfe,  to  retire  into  a  itill  left 
inhabited  part  of  the  wildernefs. 

13  And  he  continued  there  forty  dap  and  forty 
nights,  affaulted  with  various  temptations  of  Satan, 
which  he  overcame}  and  furrounded  with  lavage  beads, 
of  which  he  remained  unhurt }  and  at  length  the  blefted 
angels,  who  are  his  Jervants,  came  to  congratulate  him 
upon  his  glorious  victories,  and  to  fupply  him  with 
proper  food  after  bis  great  conflicts  and  long  falling. 
{Matth.  iv.  a.) 

14  While  John  tie  Baptifi  continued  publicly  to  ex* 
erdfe  his  miniftry,  our  Lord  {hewed  himfelf  but  little 
to  the  world :  But  as  foon  as  Herod  had  flint  up  John 
in  prifon,  and  (lopped  bis  mouth,  Jefus  would  not  iut- 
fer  the  word  of  God  to  be  bound ;  but  came  himfelf 
into  GaHlee ,  puhlilhing  thro*  all  that  country  the  holy 
gofpel  of  the  fpiritual  kingdom  which  he  was  come  to 
fet  up  in  the  world. 

1 5  And  to  (hew  theharmony  between  his  own  and  John’s 
miniftry,  be  began  with  laying,  The  fer  time  appointed 
of  God  promifed  to  the  fathers,  pr  edified  by  the  prophets, 
pointed  out  by  Jobat  expefled  by  die  Jcvit^  and  longed  for 
by  the  faithful  in  lfratl%  is  now  come,  for  the  manifeJlatton 
of  the  Melfiah :  The  Judaical  rites  and  ceremonies,  carnal 
ordinances,  and  worldly  fanfluary,  are  in  a  little  while 
tpceafe;  and  a  fpiritual,  holy,  and  heavenly  kingdom, 
is  to  he  fet  up,  in  all  its  purity  and  glory,  as  the  laft 
difpcnlation  of  mercy  to  finful  men  :  According  there¬ 
fore  to  the  defign,  and  by  the  grace,  of  this  kingdom, 
which  can  never  he  moved,  repent  of  your  violations  of 
God's  law,  and  of  all  yourfalfe  confidences  in  yourfeives ; 

and  embrace  the  Uelfed  doftrinc  of  faivation,  by  belie¬ 
ving 


itf  Now  is  he 
talked  by  the  fcs 
ofGdilcc,  hefj« 
Simon,  and  An- 
drew  his  brother. 
Gifting  4  net  into 
the  (c* :  (fhrthey 
were  filhm,) 
i  T  And  Jcfas 
laid  unto  them, 
Conjfycaftn  me, 
and  I  will  make 
you  to  become 
filbert  of  men. 


t 


t6  And  ftreight- 
way  they  forfook 
thdtiicw,  a  fol¬ 
lowed  him. 

19  And  »hen 
he  hail  gone  a  lit¬ 
tle  furLherthence, 
he  law  James  the 
fern  of  Zehedee, 
2nd  John  hU  bra* 
ihtr,  who  alfo 
were  in  the  ihip 
meqdio"  their 

nets. 

ao  And  Rraight- 
way  he  called 

them:  and  they 
Jeff  their  fadiCT 
Zc berime  in  the 
Ihip  with  the  hi¬ 
red  frnraim,  and 
went  after  him. 

*i_  And  they 
went  into  Ca  - 
pemaum  ;  and 
(haightway"  on 
the  fubtaih-diy 
he  entered  into 
the  fynagovuc  , 
and  taught. 

1:  And  they 
were  atfonlflizdat 
hit  doAriuc :  for 
he  taught  them 
as  one  tiiat  had 
amhiiriry  ,  and 
pot  as  the  ferihts* 
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ving  in  me,  as  made  known  therein,  for  the  reaUfiott 
of  your  fins  and  obtaining  eternal  life. 

1 6  Now  as  be  was  travelling  about  to  preach  the 
gofpel,  and  was  pa  fling  by  the  lake  of  Gemefargtb,  he 
took  notice  of  two  men,  Simon  and  Andrew •,  who  were 
brethren,  and,  being  fi (her men,  were  calling  their  net 
into  the  lake.  (See  the  note  on  Lake  v.  v) 

17  And  jefus,  defigning  to  make  them  a po files, 
fpake  to  them,  faying,  Follow  me,  by  fubmitting  to 
my  authority,  embracing  my  doctrine,  and  imitating 
my  example ;  and  I  will  employ  you  in  a  more  excel¬ 
lent  and  noble  work  than  that  of  catching  fifii  out  of 
the  fea ;  ye  lhall  have  the  honour  and  the  pleafure  of 
fifhing  for  immortal  fouls,  and  of  being  inftmmental  in 
drawing  them  out  of  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery  into  a  ftate 
of  lalvation.  . 

1 8  And  his  words  were  with  fuch  power,  that  they, 
in  obedience  to  bis  call,  immediately  left  their  filhing 
trade,  and  became  not  only  his  difciples  f,  but  from 
that  time  forward  his  confiant  attendants,  devoted  to  his 
ferviee  for  the  good  of  fouls. 

19  Then,  going  a  little  further,  he  obferved  two 
more,  who  were  likewife  fifliermen  and  brethren,  viz. 
James  and  John ,  the  fons  of  Z  chide* >  who  were  alfo 
employed  in.  their  fecular' trade,  being  in  a  boat  mending 
their  nets. 

ao  And  he  fpake  in  like  manner  with  divine  energy 
to  their  hearts,  by  which  he  made  them  a  willing  peo¬ 
ple  ;  and  immediately,  without  conferring  with  Aeih 
and  blood,  or  confuting  their  temporal  iittcrefts,  they, 
leaving  their  Father  Z she  dec  and  the  hired  fervants  in 
the  boat,  and  giving  up  all  the  profits  of  their  trade, 
went  aihore,  and  became  Chrift’s  confiant  followers, 
to  receive  his  inftruclions  and  do  his  will. 

21  All  thefe  went  along  with  Jefus,  as  bis  difciples, 
to  Capernaum  j  and  the  full  fabh^h  after  they  entered 
that  great  city,  he  went  into  qne  of  their  fynagogues  or 
places  of  puhlic  worihip,  and  preached  the  golpcl  of  his 
kingdom  there.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  tv.  16.) 

22  And  the  common  people  were  amazed  at  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  his  difconrfe;  For  fuch  was  the  nature  of 
his  doctrine,  and  the  manner  of  ’ his  delivering  it,  that 
they  thought  he  fpoke  evident  and  important  things, 
with  furpriling  majefty  and  divine-like  authority,  and 

not 


HOT*, 

+  TtiEvlud  believed  in  him,  and  utioc-  mining  them  up  for  the  ipoAkihip;  md 
cafion*  followed  hi*n  ii  his  difctjiltt,  before;  they  quitted  ih^ir  fecubr  bufiadi, 

John  i*  4^1 41  j  Urn  now  they  were  called  dented  tb«uftlV«s  eaiiidjf  to  bu  la- 
to  be  his  conduit  fi-Hower?,  m  order  to  hi*  vice* 


Ch.i. 


The  Evangeliji  Mark  paraphrafed. 


*37 


13  And  there 
was  hi  thdr  fy- 
rtjfijfw  a  man 

u-idi  jn  unclean 
ipirit  ;  tod  be 
cried  out. 


*+  Saying  LA 
alone ;  what 
hl*e  we  to  do 
with  thee,  thou 
Jefus  of  Nau- 
nth  f  art  tJton 
come  to  deftroy 
us?  I  know  thee 
vho  thou  lit,  tbc 
holy  Got  of  Cod. 


15  And  Jdiis 
rebuked  him,  lay¬ 
ing  f  Hold  thy 
poet,  and  come 
eut  of  him. 


%G  And  when 
the  unclean  fpuit 
had  tom  him,  and 
cried  with  a  lood 
voice,  he  ciuc 
out  ci  him* 


tj  And  they 
were  alt  amazed, 
uribntuch  that 
thcyquefttoocda- 

mongtbcmlcJTcB, 
laying  ,  Wbat 
thing  Is  tbit  \ 
what  new  doc¬ 
trine  u  this  ?  for 
with  authoriiy 
commnadcih  be 

even  the  luiduti 

ipirits,  and  they 
<lo  obey-  him. 

*9  Andlmme- 
diateiy  his  fame 
ipread  abroad 
throughout  ail  the 
region  round  a* 
fcjtf  Galilee* 


not  uncertain  traditions  according  to  the  trifling  format 
cuftom  of  tbeir  rabbies* 

13  Now,  among  others  in  the  fynagogue,  there  was 
a  nura  pofiefled  of  an  evil  fpirit,  which  gave  our  MelTcd 
Lord  a  proper  opportunity  of  confirming  bis  glorious 
gofpel  by  a  remarkable  miracle  ;  for  the  devil,  making 
ufe  of  this  man's  organs  of  fpecch,  cried  out  aloud,  like 
one  filled  with  conttemarion  and  terror,  at  the  thoughts 
of  ChrilFs  power  over  him, 

24  Saying,  in  a  ftyle  of  reproach,  and  yet  irt  a  way 
of  dread,  O  thou  Jefus  of  A^zortf£,  do  not  exert  thy 
power  again  ft  us  the  infernal  fpirits,  to  diftnrb  or  dif- 
poffefs  us ;  wc  are  no  match  for  thee,  and  do  not  care 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  thee  :  What !  art  thou 
come  to  deftroy  our  dominion  over  men,  which  we  have 
lb  long  been  in  poffcflion  of,  and  are  ftill  permitted  to 
exercifc  in  this  world  i  I  too  well  know,  that  thou  art 
the  Mefliah,  the  Son  of  God}  and  am  contented  to 
own  this,  if  thou  wilt  but  let  us  alone* 

25  But  as  Jefus  would  not  be  Toothed  by  the  devil's 
flatteries,  nor  receive  teftimony  from  him  as  if  he*were 
in  confederacy  with  him,  he  exerted  his  divine  power 
and  authority}  and,  with  a  fevere  reprimand,  ordered 
him  to  fay  no  more  about  what  he  was,  but  to  quit  pof- 
feflkm  of  the  man,  tho*  ever  fo  much  again II  his  will. 

26  The  evil  fpirit  no  fooner  heard  this,  but  he  was 
filled  with  rage  to  chink  that  he  mull  he  forced  to  yield  ; 
and,  immediately  throwing  the  poor  man  into  terrible 
convulfions,  as  if  be  would  have  tom  him  to  pieces,  he 
made  a  hideous  outcry,  to  exprefs  his  own  reluftancc, 
and  to  frighten  the  people;  and  lb  came  out  of  the  man, 
who,  in  that  inftant,  was  perfectly  healed. 

27  And  all  the  multitude  wereftruck  with  aftonilh* 
merit  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  could  not  forbear  fay* 
ing  one  to  another,  What  a  furprifing  power  over  devils 
is  this  i  And  wbat  divine  and  heavenly  do£trine  mult 
it  be  which  this  Perfon  teaches  beyond  all  that  we  ever 
heard,  and  which  he  thus  confirms  beyond  all  that  we 
ever  Taw  before?  For  he  does  not  pray  like  a  dependent, 
nor  ulc  a  great  many  ceremonies  like  our  exorcifts,  in 
cafting  out  evil  fpirits ;  but  fpeaks  like  a  fove reign,  with 
the  authority  and  majefty  of  a  God  ;  and  fuch  power 
goes  along  with  his  commanding  words,  that  the  devils 
themfclves  are  forced  to  obey  him  ! 

28  And  this  fo  wonderfully  raifed  his  reputation  a* 
mong  them,  that  they  prefemly  fpread  the  fame  of  his 
extraordinary  doftrine  and  miracles  thro’  all  Gatlke  and 
the  neighbouring  countries  round  about* 


29  Im- 


•3* 

ip  And  forth- 
irilh,  wi»cn  they 
MreLC  c<m>c  aw  of 
the  fy  tiagcgDe  t 
they  en  gird  into 
tlx  houfc  of  E> 
nion  and  An-* 
diWj  wifh  j  dines 

and  John. 

30  Bat  Si  - 
moo's  wife's  mo¬ 
ther  Uy  Ikk  of  i 
ft«r*  and  anun 
tky  tcU  him  of 
her. 

ji  And  became 
■nd  took  her  by 
the  baud  ,  and 
lifteA  htr  u;i;  anfl 
ImmediaHy  the 
fevtr  left  her,  and 
Jbe  mtn  Lttcrcd  un¬ 
to  them. 

3>  And  at  c* 
'ten  whet*  the 
inn  dtd  let*  they 
brought  amo  him 
all  that  v«n  di* 
and  them 
tlut  were  poflef- 
fed  vtth  devils 

33  And  all  the 
t\ty  vu  gathered 
togetlxr  at  the 
door* 

34  Andfcthcal- 
rd  many  i  hat  were 
fui  ofdlvmdi- 
trjfcs  j  and  tfaft 
out  many  devils* 
and  fullered  not 
the  devils  to 
fprak  t  bttiniie 
they  knew  Sum. 


E 


jj  And  in  the 
morpinjT,  riling 
tip  a  great  while 
before  day,  he 
went  out,  and  rfr* 
arted  into  a  fo- 
itary  pbet*  and 
there  prayi-iL 
3d  And  £>i  - 

men  j  and  they 
that  were  with 
followed  af¬ 
ter  Mm. 

*T  And  when 
they  bad  found 
hi^i*  they  laid 


UlitO 
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29  Imm  eel  lately  after  this,  Jefus  coming  out  of  the 
fynagogue  whh  his  cHfciples  Peter  arid  Andrew*  James 
and  John*  they  went  into  the  houfe  at  Capernaum  where 
Peter  and  his  brother  Andrew  dwelt* 

30  And  Peter1  a  wife’s  mother  being  at  that  time  Gck 
of  a  fever*  fome  of  the  company  acquainted  Jefus  with 
it*  begging  that  he  who  had  done  fo  great  things  for  o- 
thers,  would  pleafe  to  (hew  bis  companion  in  healing 
her.  (Luke  iv.  38.) 

31  Thereupon,  going  into  the  room  where  (he  lay, 
he  took  hold  of  her  hand  and  railed  her  up ;  and  hie 
divine  power  wrought  fo  effc&ually  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  (ever  immediately  ceafed,  and  (he  was  in  an 
inftant  reftored  to  fuch  a  degree  of  health  and  fbength, 
that  ftie  went  about  the  bulinefs  of  the  houfe,  and  ma¬ 
naged  the  entertainment  which  was  made  for  him  and 
the  family,  as  if  nothing  had  ailed  ber  before4 

32  And  after  fun-fetting,  when  the  fabbath  was 
ended,  according  to  the  Jrwijb  way  of  computing  it 
from  evening  to  evening ;  the  people  then  thinking 
themfelves  at  liberty  to  carry  about  their  lick,  and  meet* 
ing  with  no  obftrutlion  to  it  from  the  Phari/ees ,  brought 
abundance  of  difeafed  perfons,  arid  fuch  as  were  pof* 
feffed  with  devils,  that  he  might  heal  them. 

33  And  there  was  a  vaft  concnurfe  of  people  from 
all  parts  of  the  city,  who  were  gathered  about  the  door 
of  Peter**  houfe,  where  Jefus  was,  to  lay  their  Gck  be* 
fore  him,  and  fee  what  be  would  do  unto  them. 

34  And  in  the  greatnds  of  his  power  and  good nefs, 

he,  like  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  life  and  health,  perfe&ly 
cured  great  multitudes  that  were  Gck  of  various  kinds 
of  difeafes}  and  difpoflefTed  many  devils,  and  would 
not  permit  thofe  evil  fplrits  to  (peak  in  a  way  of  oppo- 
fit  ion  to  him,  no,  nor  to  proceed  in  their  declarations 
that  they  knew  him,  («■,  he  not  needing 

their  teftimony,  nor  being  witling  to  encourage  it,  left 
_^ny  fhouM  make  a  bad  conftni£tion  of  it  as  if  he  a£ted 
in  concert-with  them. 

35  Very  early  the  following  morning,  long  before 
break  of  day,  Chrlft  got  up  and  went  into  a  folitary  place 
for  retirement;  where  being  alone,  free  from  all  00m* 
pany,  he  fpent  fome  time  in  fecret  prayer.  (See  the 
note  on  Luke  iv.  4a.) 

3 6  Then  /Vterand  the  other  difei pies  his  companions, 
perceiving  that  Jefus  had  withdrawn  himfelf,  went  out 
to  fearch  after  him-. 

37  And  upon  their  finding  him  they  told  him,  that, 
whilfthe  was  retiring  there,  a  great  multitude  of  people 

were 


Ch.  i. 

unto  bia  t  All 
menfeekfoftbfc* 

38  And  he  f»d 
onto  them*  bet 
us  go  ratio  the 
next  towns,  that 
I  may  prtach 
there  alfo  :  for 
therefore  omr  1 

forth, 

3*  And  he 
preached  fa 
tlidr  fynagpguei 
throughout  all 
Galilee,  and  dll 
oat  deviU. 

40  And  there 
cave  a  leper  to 
him,  bcfachtag 
him.  iOd  kneel¬ 
ing  down  to  htnij 
and  laying  onto 
him,  If  thou  wife, 
thou  canit  make 
me  clean. 

4*  Anijefo*! 

moved  wkh  com* 
pa  (Hem,  pot  forth 
h'n  hand  t  and 
reached  hli 

laith  tidio  J 

will ;  be 
deui 
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4a  AuduJbqn 

as  he  had  fpo- 
kent  immediate¬ 
ly  the  leprofy  de¬ 
parted  from  him, 
and  he  «J  clean* 
&d> 

41  And  he 
flraitly  charged 
him,  and  forth¬ 
with  foot  Etna  *- 

Wf\ 

44  And  fikh 
auto  him  ,  See 
tHoo  foj  nothing 
to  any  mm;  but 
go  thy  wayv  (hew 
tnyfotf  to  the 
prieft,  and  o/for 
for  thy  clean  - 

fing  thofo  things 
which  Mqki 
commanded,  for 
a  tcfliiBcny  unco 
them. 


were  inquiring  after  hunt  with  earoeft  defirc  to  fee  him 
again,  and  enjoy  more  of  bis  bleffed  company. 

38  He  replied]  I  muft  not,  for  the  prefcrn,  return 
to  abide  with  them;  come  with  me  to  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  Tillages]  where  1  may  likewife  preach  the 
gofpei,  as  well  at  Capernaum :  For  my  commiiEon  from 
my  Father  is  not  reftrained  to  one  particular  city ;  but 
I  am  lent  to  go  about  doing  good,  by  my-  do&rine  and 
miracles,  whilft  I  continue  on  earth. 

39  Accordingly  be,  travelling  thro*  all£<i///»,  preach¬ 
ed  in  their  fynagogues  wherever  he  came ;  and  cofirm- 
ed  his  excellent  dodrioe,  by  calling  out  devils,  as  well 
as  performing  many  other  miraculous  cures. 

40  And  among  tne  reft,  while  he  was  in  this  country, 
{Luke  v.  12.  fee  the  note  there,)  a  certain  leprous  per- 
fon  came  to  him ;  and,  kneeling  down  in  all  humility 
before  him,  eameftly  befougbt  his  mercy,  faying.  Such 
is  thy  power,  and  fo  great  and  many  are  the  wonder¬ 
ful  cures  which  thou  haft  wrought,  that  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  defperate  as  my  cafe  ib,  if  it  feerrt  good  unto 
thee,  thou  canft  ealily  heal  me* 

41  And  Jefus,  being  full  of  tender  companion  to¬ 
ward  this  mifeiabJe  creature,  immediately  ftretchcd  out 
bis  hand,  and  laid  h  upon  him,  to  ibew  that  he  was  a 

and  even  Lord  of  the  law,  who  was  not  b^und 

•ices,  which  forbid  the  touching  of  a 
to  him,  1  am  as  willing  as  I  am  able, 
or  as  you  can  wilh  me  to  be ;  I  will  that  your  delire  be 
fulfilled j  l  fay  unto  thee,  Be  thou  dcanfed  from  thy 
leprofy. 

42  Thefe  words  were  no  former  pronounced,-  but 
they  became  effe&ual ;  what  he  fpake  was  done;  in  that 
very  inftant  the  leprofy  was  removed,  and  the  man  was 
thoroughly  healed. 

43  Upon  this,  Jefus  gave  him  a  drift  charge  to  be¬ 
have  fuitabie  to  the  Ggnal  mercy  he  had  received,  left  a 
worfe  evil  than  the  leprofy  from  which  be  was  cldanfed 
fhould  come  npon  him  >  and  fo  difmifled  him. 

44  And  to  decline  every  thing  that  looked  like  often- 
tation  or  railing  a  tumult,  as  alfo  to  prevent  the  rage 
and  envy  of  the  Pbarifeet  as  far  as  poflihle,  Jefus  (aid 
to  him,  Do  not  divulge  among  the  people  what  I  have 
done  to  you  }  but,  as  the  law  dire&,  {Lev.  xiii.  2,  Ac.) 
go  and  prefent  yourfelf  to  the  prieft,  that  he  may  exa¬ 
mine  and  give  judgment  in  your  cafe ;  and,  upon  bis 
acknowledging  you  to  be  clean,  offer  the  facrilice  of 
divine  appointment  in  the  writings  of  Mofet,  for  puri¬ 
fication,  in  token  of  your  thankfulnefs  to  Got’,  (Lev. 

xiv. 


VJv  uauuj 

,  and  prophet,  and  eve 
“• 1  by  its  ceremonial 

UMW  «  ,  1^*1 


45  luttatrent 
4*1 1,  jitd  brgan  to 
fnthlHh  it  omeh, 
and  to  blue  a~ 

Jbrtttd  the 
Inftumachthat  je- 
fat  could  no  more 
tpeiilf  tnitr  into 
tilt  city*  but  VIA 
without  ia  dffart 
places :  and  they 
came  to  him  from 
tvtry  quarter* 


Tbe  Evangelij}  MaRK  paraphfa/ed  Ch.  i- 

■ 

sir.  4,  &c.)  commanded  him  to  take  this  courfe,  as 
ti\  unexceptionable  evidence  to  the  ferns  of  the  reality 
of  the  miracle,  of  his  own  divine  power  in  working  it, 
and  of  his  obferving  the  law  of  jWq/t/j^and  as  a  telti* 
mony  -againft  them  who  afterwards  fhoulri  rejt'61  him. 

45  3m  the  man  was  fo  tranfponed  with  joy  at  the 
furprifing  mercy  he  had  received,  that,  forgetrihg  one 
part  of  ChritVs  charge,  he  could  not  tell  how  to  forbear 
proclaimitigthe  cure,  wherever  he  came,  for  the  honour 
of  his  kind  Benefador,  who  was  indeed  worthy  to  be 
praifed*  And  the  people,  upon  knowing  of  it,  came 
in  ftich  prodigious  multitudes  to  fee,  and  hear,  and  be 
h-'aled  by  Jefus,  {Lube  v*  15.)  that,  for  a  cotifiderable 
time,  it  was  fo  inconvenient  for  him  to  go  publicly  in¬ 
to  any  town,  and  gave  fo  much  umbrage  to  his  ene¬ 
mies,  as  put  him  upon  retiring  into  folkary  places, 
where  he  (pent  much  of  his  rime  in  prayer,  {Lukev. 
ifi.)  hut  wherever  the  people  heard  he  was,  they  travel* 
ed  from  all  parts,  far  and  near,  to  come  to  him. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

The  taw  ant!  the  prophets  were  till  Jakn*  whofr  ministry  was  the  dawn  of  the 
ftofpd  dav  ;Q  gfo/fous  day  of  light  and  joy  to  loft  linnrrs!  The  tbtn  of  the  evan¬ 
gelical  doctrine  concerning  Chrift  is,  that  he  is  the  anointed  Saviour,  and  the  Son 
of  God;  and  the  fnm  of  what  it  calls  ns  to  is,  repentance  toward  God,  and  faith 
towards  our  Lord  JefusChrifL  How  fully  are  tbefe  blefled  truths  dhtbJtihed  by  ma¬ 
ny  wititeflls!  by  Chrift*®  own  and  preaching ;  by  his  Father's  trftimony, 

hift  Spirit's  notification,  and  his  own  divine  miracles  and  baptizing  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  by  his  vidory  over  Satan ;  by  angels  mmiftring  to  him;  and  by  the  cou- 
curriog  testimony  of  the  KvangeMs,  who  agree  in  their  report  about  thefe  things! 
And  the  great  defign  of  all  is?  to  prcparethe  way  of  the  Lord  th*rt  he  may  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  heart.  How  is  he  to  be  admired  of  alt  that  are  about  him !  They 
that  know  his  name*  will  think  well  of  him*  and  follow  hard  after  him.  And 
oh  with  what  roakfty  and  power  does  he  by  hi?  word  and  Spirit!  How  ra- 
fily  can  hr  reach  the  heart,  dethrone  the  devil;  and  heal  the  leprofy  and  fictnefles 
of  our  fouls  1  liow  cheerfully  do  hi*  people  yield*  and  how  is  Satan  forced  to  fly, 
ju  the  day  of  his  power!  Nothing  Ik  too  hard  for  him  to  dot  And  we  need  not  go 
far  to  feek  him  now,  as  many  were  forced  to  do  in  the  days  of  his  flcfli ;  bul  may 
find  Mm  fpirinially  pmeftnt  wherever  we  are*  whether  engaged  in  tbe  lawful  bufi- 
Uyfrfffllfo,  as  the  difeiptas  were  when  he  called  them;  or  m  frerct  prayer,  after 
his  ov+t  example;  or  in  alF-mblinps  together  in  Hi*  name,  to  fprak  to  him  and 
hear  from  him?  And  wefbcuUl  follow  him  for  whatever  we  want  ;  for  faith  wilt 
ever  find  him  a*  wHlingas  he  is  able  to  help  tas:  And  when  he  has  ihewn  us  mer¬ 
cy,  how  JhouliJ  we  remember  to  own  and  honour  him,  bv  obeying  his  commands ! 


n 


CHAP.  IT. 

Jtfvs  heals  one  fick  of  the  pa!/yy  Calls  Matthew /row  re- 

etipt  of  cu/lowy  and  vindicates  his  ou*n  conduct  in  eating  with  publi¬ 
cans  and  Jznners^  13, —  17.  Jujlifes  bis  difeiphs  not  filing  for  tbe 
prefintj  [8,-22*;  and  their  plucking  ears  of  corn  on  tbe  fabbatb* 
«Jf*  23,-28. 


Faea- 


Ch.  if. 
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34 1 


Tbit. 

A  Kl>  again  he 
xV  entered  in¬ 
to  Capcrn^n  af¬ 
ter fmt  day*,  and' 
k  wee  noMed  that 
he  m  in  the 
houfe 

%  And  ftralghl* 
way  many  weic 
gathered  toge  - 
ther  t  in&mwb 
that  there  *u  no 


Paraphrase. 

/"'yUR  blefled  Lord,  having  continued  for  fome  time 
in  places  remote  from  populous  towns,  privately 
returned  tu  Capernaum  j  but  a  rumour  was  foon  fpreaa 
thro’  the  city,  that  he  was  come  to  the  houfe  of  Pettrt 
where  he  had  been  before.  (Chap.  i.  29.) 

a  And  prefently  crowds  of  people  flocked  thither  \  fo 
that  not  only  the  houfe  was  too  little  to  contain  them, 
but  many  could  not  fo  much  as  get  near  to  the  door  : 

And  Chrift,  making  no  diftin&ioo  of  places  for  religi- 
raon  to  receive  ous  wor (hip,  publifhed  the  eofpcl  to  as  many  of  them 

wi*,  no  not  to  _  ,,  r*  r  .  ,  •  1  . 0  *  1 

as  could  come  within  hearing. 

3  And  while  be  was  preaching,  his  miracles  having 
made  him  very  famous,  there  came  four  men,  carrying 
upon  their  (boulders  a  paralytic  in  his  bed,  whofe  dt- 
ftemper  had  (o  lamed  and  enfeebled  him  that  he  was 
unable  to  help  bimfelf. 

4  And  finding  the  crowd  fo  great,  that  there  was  no 
poffihUity  of  pr effing  thro7  it,  and  in  that  way  to  get 
near  to  Jefus,  they  contrived  another  method  to  come 
at  him :  And,  in  the  eageraefs  of  their  defire  to  obtaiu 
a  cur,  they  fpared  no  pains  $  hut  f  got  up  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  houfe,  and  uncovered  the  top  of  it,  and  then 
let  down  the  fick  man  in ‘his  hed  through  the  roof,  into 
the  room  where  our  blefled  Lord  was  preaching  to  the 
multitude. 

5  When  Chrift  perceived  the  extraordinary  faith  of 
the  paralytic,  and  of  his  friends,  that  hroke  thro’  fiicb 
great  difficulties,  and  proceeded  with  fuch  refolution, 
to  lay  him  at  his  feet  for  healing  j  he,  to  (hew  bis  ap¬ 
probation  of  it,  faid,  with  wonderful  majefty  and  mercy, 
to  the  man  fick  of  the  pally.  Son,  he  of  good  comfort, 
thy  fins  are  forgiven j  and  it  (hall  be  unto  thee  according 
to  thy  faith. 

6  But,  as  foon  as  he'  fpake  thefe  gracious  words, 
fome  of  the  JevtiJb  do&ors  then  p  re  fan  perverfely  ca¬ 
villed  in  their  own  minds,  reafoning  after  this  manner 
againft  them : 

7  What  horrid  blafpbemy  is  this  man  guilty  of,  in 


I" 

much  aa  about  the 
door  :  and  he 
preached  thcwonl 
goto  them, 

I  And  they 
tome  unto  him, 
bringing  one  lick 
of  die  puiy  which 
v*$  boroe  of  four. 

4  And  when 
they  codd  nor 
come  nigh  unto 
him  for  ineprefe 
they  titfaw  tied 
the  roof  where  be 
was :  and  when 
they  had  broken 
if  up,  they  let 
dowp  the  bed 
wherein  the  fick 
of  the  piify  hy, 

5  When  Tdfus 
fkw  their  faith,  he 
laid  unco  the  lick 
of  1  be  pally,  $60, 
thy  fim  be  forgi¬ 
ven  in  thee. 


tf  But  there 
were  certain  of 
the  fcrihei  fining 
there,  and  ra- 
foning  in  their 
hart  a, 

7  Why  doth 


thii  matt  thu  pretending  to  faeh  a  power  as  is  undoubtedly  the  pecu- 
fpeak  bUfphe  -  jjar  prerogative  of  Deity  1  For  who  hut  God  hipifel/  can 

^  forgive  fins?  It  is  only  his  rieht*  which  cannot  be 


foigiw  Cos  but  forgive  fins  ?  It  is  only 
God  Wily?  Vol.  I. 

«  O 

t  As  the  houfe  of  the  Jew  were  ufually 
low-built,  with  a  flat  roof,  and  they  often  had 
fldirc  or  fixed  ladder*  on  the  om&ie;  fo,  for 
the  confidence  of  going  up  and  down  with¬ 
in  fide  of  the  houfe  they.  It  fetofe  had  a 
tnip-doororaiatitcewkh  a  covering  (i  Atari 
1  1.)  vn  the  flat  of  the  roof:  Aud  fo  the 


right,  which  cannot  be 

T  K.  **• 

friend?  of  thia  fick  man  might  catty  hint 
up  thither*  and  forcing  open  the  door,  which 

wii  fattened  within,  might  convey  him 
tli rough  this  break  of  the  tv6i,  imo  the  room 
where  Jefii*  was  preaching  to  ihe  people- 
See  tbe notes on M x.  it.  andutfiv*  17  I 
and  Her.  lUin  *  in  *?** 


*4* 

8  And  irnmc* 

diaicly,  when  Jc- 
fus  perceived  in 
bh  fpirit ,  that 
they  lb  rea  Toned 
within  lliem  - 
frtves,  hefiid  un¬ 
to  them,  Why 
reifon  ye  ihetc 
things  til  your 
hearts  t 

$  Whether  is 

it  Lifter  ii>  lay  to 
Die  lick  of  the 
p.tlfy,  Thy  fins 
be  forgiven  thee ; 
or  to  lay,  A  rift, 
and  take  up  thy 
bed,  and  i#alK  ? 

10  Berrhary* 
may  know  that 
the  Son  of  man 
hath  power  on 
earth  to  forgive 
(ms,  (Uc  /aim  to 
the  fick  of  the 

r»i/y,) 

it  J  fay  unto 


The  Evangeli/l  Mark  parapbraftd .  Ch«  ii, 

communicated  to  any  creature  whatfoever. 

8  Then  Jefus,  as  perfe£Uy  knowing  in  himfelf  what 
were  the  moil  fecret  murmuring*  of  their  hearts  as  if 
they  had  fpoke  them  out  ever  fo  plainly  in  his  hearing, 
immediately  faid  to  them,  Why  do  ye  entertain  fuch  in* 
jurious  and  malicious  reafouings  to  your  thoughts  againifc 
me,  as  if  I  were  guilty  of  blafphemy  in  faying  this  ? 

9  Let  me  afk  you,  Which  is  eaGeft  ?  to  forgive  this 
in's  tins,  that  are  the  original  caufe  of  all  diftempro ; 

or  to  take  off  their  effe£t,  by  healing  his  defperate  dif- 
eafe,  and,  by  an  abfolute  power  in  myfelf,  enabling 
him  to  rife  and  walk  with  fuch  (Length  as  to  carry  bis 
own  hed?  Cannot  he  who  does  one  of  tbefe,  as  eahly 
do  the  other  likewife  ? 

i  o,  it.  But  to  fcive  you  an  evident  proof  that  I,  who 
am  truly  a  man  and  the  promifed  Meffiah,  have  abfolute 
power  and  authority  in  myfelf,  even  whitft  I  am  on 
earth,  to  forgive  Gns,  1  will  take  off  this  effedt  of  fin, 
in  fuch  a  fovereign  manner  as  is  peculiar  to  God:  Then 
turning  to  the  man  Tick  of  the  palfy,  he  fpake  in  the 
following  drain,  with  all  the  raajefty  and  power  of  a 
divine  perfon,  1  fay  unto  thee,  Arife  this  inftant j  and, 

take’  up  ihy  bed,  to  ®lCW  t*,at  t^ou  art  P^rfetWy  healed  at  once,  take  up 
ana  g<j  thy  way  thy  bed,  in  the  prefence  of  all  this  company,  and  carry 
into  thine  hemic,  [t  home.  (See  the  notes  on  Afar.  ix,  a.  and  Luke  v.  23.) 

, ,  A  ad  im-  12  And  he  no  fooner  commanded,  but  it  was  done : 

Mistook.  up  the  ^lc  man  immediately  arofe  in  full  ftrength,  took  up  his 

bed,  and  carried  it  away,  prefling  through  the  crowd, 

)  And  Chrift  managed  this  cure  in  fuch  an 
abfolute  god- like  way*  as  aftonilhed  all  the  people*  who 
could  not  but  own  that  there  was  fomething  divine  in 
his  words  and  actions  ^  upon  which  they  gave  glory  to 
God,  with  acknowledgments  that  they  never  (aw  any 
thing  like  it;  before  $  tho*,  thro*  their  prejudices,  they 
did  not  readily  comprehend  bow  by  this  proof  it  appeared 
that  he  was  God* 

13  After  this,  Jefus  went  out  of  Capernaum  again  to 
the  fhore  of  the  lake  of  Gcnnefareth ;  and  great  multi¬ 
tudes  flocked  to  him  there,  where  he  as  readily  preached 
the  gofpel  to  them,  without  any  fcruple,  as  if  he  had 
been  in  one  of  their  fynagogucs* 

14  And  walking  by  the  fea-fide,  be  obferved  a  ccr* 
tain  man  in  his  way,  whofe  name  was  Levi  the  Son 
of  dlph€usf  and  who  was  fitting  at  the  toll -booth  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  tribute  that  was  to  be  paid  for  importations 
and  exportations ;  and,  tho*  he  was  in  an  office  of  ill  re* 

'  pure, 

(1  NOTR. 

t  Lit:  IS  called  Mrtthnp,  (Matt,  ix,  (*.};  and  jil  circnm fiance  (hew,  that  they  weir 
t'Vo  names  whidi  bdoojfJ  to  the  (Ujoc  pcrlon,  as  JfdsJ  was  iKo  c^UaJ  Pn/, 


bed ,  and  went 
fuith  before  them 
ali^ufomuchthaC 
they  were  all  a- 

mozttl,  and  glo¬ 
rified  God,  fay- 
ing,  Wc  never 
fiw  it  on  this  fa* 
Ihioiu 


f  3  And  he 
Went  forth  again 
by  *he  fu'Udc, 
and  all  the  multi¬ 
tude  retorted  un¬ 
to  him,  and  he 
taught  them- 
>4  And  a*  he 
palled  hyt  he  fiw 
Ijev\fm  the  fin  ot 

Alphciis,  fitti  nz 
at  the  receipt  of 

<u- 


Ch.  ft. 

andtiid 
unto  him*  Follow 
iuc,  Andhtaroti 
andfollowtdbim. 


The  Boangeiifi  Mark,  pdrapbrajed*  £43 

pute,  Chriftj  to  fliew  the  riches  and  the  fovercignty  of 
bis  grace,  faid  to  him.  Follow  me  2  And  thcte  words 
were  attended  with  fucb  a  divine  power  upon  his  ioul, 
that  be  immediately  quitted  his  fcandalous,  tho’  profit* 
able  poll,  and  became  one  of  the  difciples  and  conftant 
followers  of  our  Lord. 


if  A  ad  it  tame 

to  pati,  that  as 

Jcfus  lit  it  mtac 
in  hit  houti, ma¬ 
ny  publicans  and 
tinncn  tit  life  in* 


get  her  with  Jcftw 
and  his  difciples ; 
for  there  were 


many,  and  they 
followed  him* 


15  And,  this  man*s  heart  being  moved  with  pity 
towards  his  former  fin  fill  companions,  be  invited  them, 
together  with  Jefus  and  his  difciples,  to  an  entertain* 
ment  at  his  houfc,  that  they  might  have  the  advantage 
of  hearing  and  converting  with  him  :  And  fuch  was  the 
gracious  condefcenGon  of  our  Lord,  that,  when  he  and 
his  difciples  fkt  down  to  eat,  he  admitted  of  many  tax* 
gatherers,  and  other  men  of  ill  character,  to  lit  and  eat 
with  him* 


id  And  when 
the  faiba  and 
Pharitiettiv  him 
* it  with  publi* 

C4JU  and  finoen, 
they  tiiduntohU 
ditiipks,  How  b 
it  thu  be  eateth 
and  drinJuth  with 

puhlkuu  and  fa¬ 
cers? 

17  What  Je¬ 
fus  heard  itt  ne 
tiith  onto  them. 
They  that  ate 
a’hoie  have  do 
need  of  the  phy- 
ilcian,  but  they 
chat  are  fiek :  1 
came  nor  to  call 
the  righteous,  but 
fallen  to  repent¬ 
ance* 


if  And  the 
ditiiples  of  John 
and  of  the  phari* 
tics  utid  to  fait ; 

sad 


1 6  And  when  this  was  obferved  hy  fomc  of  the  Jew* 
ijb  doctors  and  Pbarifeest  who  were  men  of  a  fclf^ con¬ 
ceited  and  cenfcrious  fpirit,  they  took  offence  at  it,  and 
difputed  with  his  difciples  about  it,  faying.  How  cm 
your  mailer,  who  pretends  to  be  an  holy  prophet,  juftify 
his  fo  familiarly  keeping  company  with  fuch  detectable 
people  as  tax-gatherers  and  the  vilelt  of  men,  whom  we 
refute  to  couvede  with  that  we  may  not  be  defiled  by 
them* 

17  But  Jefus,  hearing  how  iuvidimifly  they  Charged 
him,  replied,  1  am  not  a  companion  of  tinners  to  coun* 
te nance  them  in  their  wickednels,  but  a  fpi  ritual  Phy* 
ftcian  to  heal  them  :  And  they  who,  like  you,  have  a 
vain  conceit  of  their  own  rightcoufnefs,  as  if  they  need* 
ed  no  better,  will  not  value  one  of  my  character  as  of 
any  ufe  to  themfelves;  but  they  who,  like  thefc  noto¬ 
rious  tinners,  have  no  fuch  opinion  of  themfelves^  arc 
more  eafily  brought  to  a  conviction  of  their  tin,  and  of 
their  need  of  a  Saviour,  Now  the  principal  JeEgn  of 
my  coming  was  not  to  reform  a  righteous  world ;  nor  is 
my  gofpel  likely  to  he  effedttal  among  thofc  who  chink 
they  are  holy  enough  already  j  hut  I  am  come  to  bring 
them  to  repentance  unto  life  who  are  the  greatelt  of  tin¬ 
ners,  and  are  fenfible  of  their  Gn  and  danger,  and  would 
be  glad^of  a  recovery* 

18  There  were  likewife  exceptions  made  againft 
Chrilt  by  fome  difciples  of  John  the  Baptljl  add  of  the 
Pbari/ieSj  who,  under  their  refpeftive  teachers,  had 
been  trained  up  to  frequent  fallings  f-  They,  wonder¬ 
ing 


NO  T.E 

t  The  Pberijtttj  belukf  fuch  fails  as  were  one  tf£  that  feft  rainly  hgnffc-l  of  fafliig 
of  divine  inftiturion,  added  many  others  of  Tv/kf  j-wrl,  Lute  xviiu  n.  And  as  Job* 
tnufcirtnel,  and  of  their  own  appointment  ;  ft?  ftuptift  betook  liirofelf  to  an  siuifr'rc,  ab- 
uid  -pliord  Jo  much  religion  in  them,  that  ifrmiuus  lay  of  life;  fo  his  diicijitis  mulii- 

<^1  I>W 
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■ad  they  come, 
imlfty  amo  him, 
"Wliv  do  i he  difr 

p 

ripta  of  Johnsml 
of  the  Pbrii>ts 

hut  thy  di£ 
cipka  fatt  nut  ? 

ip  And  j>ftts 
jVkl  unco  them* 
On  the  children 
of  (he  bridle  - 
chirnbcf  fa  ft, 
vhile  the  bride- 
sr^oin  is  wi;  h 
them  ?  i5  long  as 

they  have  the 
bridegroom  with 
them,  they  can- 
tot  fa  ft. 


mg  that  the  followers  of  Jefus  were  not  under  forae  au- 
ftere  (Ufcipline,  cam?  and  a  Iked  him,  faying.  What  is 
the  reafon  that,  nntwithftanding  the  folemn  doftrines 
you  preach,  your  difciples  are  not  ordered  to  keep  days 
of  foiling,  as  wc  do,  in  obedience  to  the  obligations  laid 
upon  us  feverally  l 

19  In  'liver  to  this,  Jefos  fa  id,  lam,  as  John  him- 
fclf  declared  concerning  me,  {Jobnau  19.)  the  Ipiritual 
Bridegroom  to  whom  the  church  is  efpoofed;  and  my 
difciples  are  at  prefent  to  he  con  littered  as  the  children 
of  the  bride-chamber,  or  the  guefts  of  the  marriage- 
feaft,  that  are  to  rejoice  with  me :  How  improper  then 
would  it  be  for  thefe  my  wedding  guefts  to  be  dull  in 
my  immediate  prefence,  and  to  fan  on  theft  joyful  days? 
It  would  be  very  unfeafonabte  for  them  to  do  this,  whiift 
lam  with  them  under  that  character. 


1-0  Bntthc'cUys 
nill  come,  when 
I  he  bridegroom 
Mm  11  be  uken  a* 
Way  frism  them, 

and  then  1  ball  they 

fart  in  thofe  days. 

%t  NTomana|- 
fo  feweth  a  pfcet 
of  new  cloth  on 
an  old  garment : 
<lfe  the  new  piece 
that  filled  it  np, 

taketh  a  way  from 
the  old,  and  the 
Ffint  ii  made 
woH>+ 

ii  And  no  man 
pututb  new  wine 
into  old  bottles, 
die  the  new  wine 
doth  bur  ft  the 
bottles,  uirf  the 
wine  is  fplfct, 

and  the  bottle* 
will  be  marred; 
but  new  wine 
anuft  be  pm  isto 
new  bottle*. 


*1  Audi  tea  me 
to  paft,  that  he 
*ttit  through  the 
com -fields  00  the 
Jabbaih-dly, 
his  diifciples  be- 

fi"1 


20  But,  in  a  little  while,  I  (hall  depart  from  them, 
atid  they  will  be  expofed  ro  many  difficulties  and  trou¬ 
bles  j  and  then  will  their  time  for  folemn  humiliation 
and  fading,  as  it  now  is  for  thole  of  you  that  are  the 
difciples  of  John-,  your  mailer  being  lately  taken  away 
from  you,  doit  up  in  prifon,  and  in  danger  of  his  life. 

21,  22.  Bur  for  them  to  keep  days  of  failing  in  tbeir 
prefent  circumftances,  would  he  as  unfui  table  as  to  go 
about  to  mend  an  old  rotten  garment  with  a  piece  of 
new  cloth,  which  would  look  uncomely,  and  the  fijft 
ftretch  would  make  a  bigger  hole  than  before ;  (See  the 
note  on  Jlfitt.  ix.  16.)  Or  it  would  he  as  improper  as  to 
put  new  fermenting  wmc  into  old  and  decaying  bottles 
made  of  i  leather  or  of  fkins,  (a<x«r.)  which  endangers 
the  hording  of  the  veflels  and  the  lofs  of  the  wine;  but, 
in  common  prudence,  people  (tie  to  pot  new  wine  into 
new  and.  drong  bottles,  that  both  may  be  preferred.  $0 
religious  fadings  are  to  be  fuhed  to  the  circmnftanccs 
of  things,  and  to  proper  feafons  and  occalions  for  them; 
or  effe  youlofe  all  their  excellence  and  advantage,  and 
do  more  harm  than  good  by  them :  And  days  of  mourn¬ 
ing  and  fading  would  he  as  difagreeabfe  to  the  prefent 
joyful  circumfhnces  of  my  difciples,  whild  I  the  Bride¬ 
groom  am  with  them,- as  the  holy  liberty  and  fpiritual 
comforts  of  the  gofpd  are  to  the  fertile  temper  and  tafte 
both  of  the  Pka rxfetj  and  of  John’s  difciples. 

23  At  another  time,  as  our  Lord,  on  a  fobbath-day, 
was  walking  in  a  path  that  lay  thro*  a  corn ‘held,  (fee  the 
note  on  Luke  vi.  t.)  his  difciples  were  with  him  ;  and 

being 

N  o  T  £  s. 


■V  m  w  v  MM  W 

fallij  m  imitation  uf  tlwir  nufter,  anil  fnc  carTt^c 

of  the  arftoni  of  (he  J'tarjCvf,  and  rhe  Iratkt  of 

t  ufed  to  he  pvt  into  Vifllls  of  goat*  leather. 


from  one  place  ro  another; 

ihcic  ddjri  w&*  nJief 


Ch.  it 

gto  as  tb ev  went 
to  pluck  the  can 
of  even. 


The  Evangelijl  Mark  pamfbrafed. 


being  hungry,  plucked  fome  of  the  ears,  and,  rubbing 
our  the  corn  with  their  hands,  began  to  eat  it  for  pre¬ 
rent  refrelhment. 


14  And  the 
?hj  refers  frid  un¬ 
to  him,  Behold, 
why  do  they  on 
the  fabhatn-day 
tHaf  which  it  not 
}awfid? 

a  j  And  he  frid 

unto  them*  Have 
yc  never  read 
vhut  David  did) 
when  he  had 
need)  and  oral  att- 
Jiuogrcd,  hfft  *®d 
they  that 
with  him  ? 


ad  How  he 
went  into  the 
hmifrof  God  to 
the  Jap  of  Abia- 
thar  the  high 
prieft,  and  did  cat 

tl»c  Ihew-bncad , 
which  u  not  law¬ 
ful  to  ai,  but  for 
the  prtftta,  and 
gave  alfb  to  them 
which  we  with 

him  J 


24  As  foon  as  the  fuperilitious  and  captious  Pkari * 
feet  obfervtd  this,  they  cavilled  with  C brill  about  it  as 
a  violation  of  rhe  faboath,  faying,  See  what  your  dif- 
ciples  are  doing :  Why  do  you,  who  pretend  to  preach 
holy  doftrines,  fuller  them  to  take  fuch  a  linfu!  liberty  of 

profaning  the  fabbath-day  i  (See  the  note  on  Lake'll,  2.) 

25  To  which  Jefus  replied,  How  can  yc  pretend  that 
this  is  a  breach  of  the  fabbath,  fince  hunger  mull  be  fa^ 
tisfied,  and  works  of  neceffity  are  allowed  to  take  place 
even  of  God's  own  *  appointment  of  ceremonial  rites 
relating  to  the  obfervation  of  his  law,  and  much  more 
of  your  human  traditions  about  them  ?  Have  ye  never 
read  what  David  and  his  company  did,  in  a  calc  of  like 

neceffity  ? 

26  Do  not  ye  know  how  in  the  days  of  Ahiathar^ 
who  foon  after  was  high  priefi  David  went  into  the 
tabernacle,  and  he,  together  with  his  company,  being 
hungry,  eat  of  the  fliew-hread,  which  in  common  cafes 
nohe  but  the  priells  were  by  the  law  allowed  to  eat  i 
Why  then  do  ye  find  fault  with  my  dlfciples  for  fuch  a 
trifle  as  plucking  and  eating  a  few  ears  of  corn  to  fatisfy 
tbeir  hunger  on  the  fabbath-day?  Surely  neceffity  makes 
this  as  lawful  as  that,  which  neither  God  nor  you  have 
ever  blamed. 


it  AadhefiM  27  And  as  this  inftance  fhews,  that  ceremonial  cir- 
unto  them.  The  cumffances,  and  cfpecially  the  drained  niceties  of  men 
fihtoh  waimade  ajJO|lt  thcm,  muff  give  wav  to  neceffary  duties  of  mo- 

furmao,  ana  not  _  ,  „  .  ~  , 

mio  for  the  6b-  ral  obligation :  So  u  is  to  be  remembered,  that  a  great 
baih :  pair  of  the  morality  of  the  fabbath  lay  in  its  being  made 

for  the  good  of  man ;  chiefly  for  the  fpiritual  benefit  of 
the  foul,  that  it  may  be  at  liberty  to  ferve  God  and  have 
holy  communion  with  him  ;  and  partly  for  the  relief 
of  the  body,  that  it  may  have  reft  from  the  fatiguing 
labour  of  the  week  :  And  it  is  plain,  that  as  man  was 
created  the  day  before  the  inflitution  of  the  fabbath,  be 
was  not  made  for  the  fabbath,  nor  could  be  hound  by 
its  law  to  abftain  from  what  is  neceffary  to  the  fupport 

ot 


NOTE.  • 

i  It  appear*  from  t  Sam**>x\,  6*  that  this  cvrirrd  as  done  in  hit  days,  rather  than  In  A- 
wu  in  the  days  when  Atimritcby  the  father  timcl&b** :  And  if  we  unly  admit  of  an  oafy 
of  AKal»trt  wu  hith-prkH :  But  as  A&ff  fuppoimon,  that  Chrift  here  fpeaks  <rf  the 
dar  more  notified,  and  mom  remark-  days  in  which  that  more  famous  nun  was 
ably  concerned  in  Itairafs  affairs,  than  A-  wdl  known,  and  not  of  the  days  of  hU  hi*h- 
haatftcbi  as  appears  from  i  Sam,  xvii  xxiiL  priefthood,  it  Jcems  to  me  that  all  the  la* 
Wixti  aqd  he,  &oo  after  this  be-  bon  red  critiims  arc  nccdkft  which  many 
came  hish-pneO,  and  perhaps  at  ih ,i*  rcry  learned  men  bare  ufett  to  rack  thb  pa#i;p. 
time  afled  as  his  father1*  deputy  in  that  of-  and  reconcile  it  to  -the  hlflory* 
fctt  \  k  is  qq  great  mpdtt  that  it  ftouU  be  Q_3 


34  6 


Therefore 

the  Sod  of  man  is 

loOnd  dfo  of  die 
iabbuh* 


The  EvangeVtj}  Mark  paraphrafed*  Ch*  ii* 

of  his  life. 

28  f  The  Mefliah  therefore  has  undoubtedly  a  divine 
right  to  order  what  he  thinks  for  the  good  of  man,  in 
fubfervience  to  the  great  deGgn  of  a  fabbath  $  and  my 
difciples  are  not  to  be  blamed  for  ufing  the  liberty  which 
I  gave  diem  to  eat  a  little  com,  for  the  refreshment  of 
the  body,  and  fitting  it  for  the  holy  fenfires  of  the  day. 
(See  the  note  on  Mat .  xii.  8.) 

RECOLL1CT1  O  NS. 

What  is  the  great  £cfign  of  our  attendances  on  Chrift,  but  that  wt  may  honour 
him  1  and  receive  a  bteffing  from  him;  that  he  may  fpeak  to  our  hearts,  and  give 
us  the  faith  vrtiich  approves  of  him  and  is  approved  of  by  him ;  and  that  he  may 
heal  ail  our  difeafes,  and  forgive  our  (ins?  His  divine  power  and  grace  for  thefe 
purpofes  are  worthy  <r  our  admiration  and  praife:  And  humble  fouls*  who  by 
faith  receive  him*  will  prize  and  honour  him*  to  their  own  falvation;  while 
proud  and  prejudiced  hearts  are  ever  objefHng  againft  him,  to  thrir  own  perditinn. 
He  came  to  fave  the  chief  of  finners ;  and  will  rejedfc  none  that  fee  f betr  need  of 
him,  and  are  willing  to  be  laved  in  his  own  way.  And  oh  with  what  tvifdom  and 
tend*  rnefe  does  he  deal  with  his  difciples  l  How  beautiful  are  his  appointments  of 
every  duty  in  its  feafon;  and  bow  inducing  is  bi*  proportioning  our  duties  to  our 
circum fiances!  He  calls  his  followers  loimtime*  to  rejoice*  and  at  others  to  faft 
and  mourn;  his  prefence  fills  them  with  joy.  and  his  abfenct  with  grief :  Out  as 
their  day  is,  fo  their  ftreqgtb  lhalt  be:  Let  his  word  be  our  rule,  and  bis  autho¬ 
rity  our  obligation,  in  obferring  fabbatfis*  and  in  al]  other  duties  of  the  Chriftian 
life:  and  let  his  grace  make  us  prize  his  fervice,  and  encourage  us  in  it,  fioce  ail 
is  defined  for  pur  own  advantage. 

NOTE. 

f  By  the  Sob  tf  man  fome  here  uoderftand  cnee  to  hfrnfetf.  Thti  Is  a  JufEdent  mfon 
mm  in  .general,  But  u  thU  wu  i  known  with  me,  why  In  this  place  only  it  fbould 
character  of  theMriGah,  Dart*  vii*  13.;  fo  not  he  taken  ia  another  frnfe*  Bee  fpinttys 
it  15  confbinly  nfed,  and  that  alipoA  ninety*  note  on  Mdt.  ail*  t.  and  Hnmmoafs  on 
time*,  by  oar  Lord,  with  a  peculiar  rtfer-  A f&tt*  viL  S. 


CHAP. 


m. 


Chrijl  beats  a  withered  handt  and  many  other  difeafes,  r, — 12.  Chafes 
twelve  ppojlles,  13,-21.  His  anfwer  to  the  blaffhemous  cavils  of 
the  fa  \best  22, — 30.  And  preferring  his  difciples  to  hit  nearefi  re¬ 
lations,  31, — 35. 

f*ARA  PHRASE. 

AUR  Lord  returning  to  Capernaum,  went  again, 
(chap,  i*  21,  and  ii,  1.)  according  to  his  ufual  cu- 
{tom,  into  the  fynagogue  to  preach  on  the  fabbath  -day ; 
and  there  was  a  certain  man,  whofe  band  was  fincw- 
(krunh  and  wailed  to  fkin  and  bone. 

2  Apd  the  P bar  fees,  fufpe&ing  that  the  melancholy 
circutnftances  of  this  man  might  move  Ch rift’s  com* 
paflion  toward  him,  had  their  eyes  upon  our  Lord,  to 
fce  whether  he  would  go  about  to  heal  him  though  it 
were  the  lahbath-day  ;  that  if  he  Ihould,  they  might 
accufe  him  as  a  fabbath-breaher,  who  deferred  to  be  put 

to 


Tt.M. 

AND  he  en¬ 
tered  again 

into  the  fyna  * 
gogtit;  and  there 
in*  a  man  mere 
which  hid  a  wi¬ 
thered  hand. 

a  And  they 
watched  him  , 
whether  he  would 

heal  him  on  the 
fab  bath-day,  that 
they  might  UCUlC 
(kioi. 


Ch.  Hi. 
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to  death. 


3  And  he  faith 
unto  the  man 
which  had  the 
withered  hand  , 
Stand  forth, 

4  And  he  Until 
uma  1  hero.  Is  it 
lawful  to  dn  good 
on  the  fthbath- 
days,  or  to  do  0’ 
Yit  ?  to  fa ve  life* 
or  to  kill  ?  but 
tlicy  held  their 
peace* 


j  And  when 
ke  had  looked 
round  shout  on 
them  with  anger, 
being  grieved  for 

the  oardntft  of 
their  heart  i,  he 
Liih  unto  the 
man  ,  Strr.ch 
forth  tbinclund. 
And  he  it  retched 
i /  om;  and  hit 
hand  ru  reftored 
whole  as  the  9" 
(her. 

6  AndthePha* 
rifixi  went  forth* 
and  flraightway 

took  couaul  with 
che.Herodiui*  a* 
giifid  him,  how 
they  might  de- 
ffroy  him. 

7  But  Jehu 
withdrew  hLmfelf 
with  his  difeiptes 
to  the  fen  J  apd 
a  great  multitude 
from  Galilee  fol¬ 
lowed  him ,  and 
from  Judea* 

9  And  from 
JcruAdem  ,  and 
from  Idumea,  and 
from  beyond  Jor¬ 
dan;  and  they  a- 
bom  Tyre  and 

Si* 


3  But  (ui)  Jefus  knowing  their  malicious  thoughts* 
and  deGgning  to  vindicate  fuch  a  mercifulaQ  from  the 
falfe  imputation  of  a  breach  of  the  fabbath  ;  ordered  the 
man  whole  band  was  lame,  to  come  forth  from  the 
company  and  Hand  before  him. 

4  And  turning  himfelftothe  Pharifees^  he  faid,  Fray 
anfwer  me  this  plain  queftion  :  Which  is  moll  pleaGng 
to  God,  and  moft  fuirable  to  the  deftgn  of  a  faboath  ?  to 
do  an  a St  of  neceflhy  and  mercy  on  that  day,  or  to  ne- 
gle£t  it  when  opportunities  and  occalions  offer  for  it  ; 
to  prefcnrc  life  and  the  ufefulneCs  of  it,  or  to  fuffer  a 
man  to  languilh  and  die  when  it  might  ealUy  be  pre¬ 
vented  ?  (See  the  note  on  Luke  vi.  p.)  And  they  were 
fb  confounded  with  the  queftion,  being  at  a  lofs  how  to 
anfwer  it  without  either  juflifying  him,  or  expoling 
themfelves  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  that  they  thought 
it  heft  to  make  no  reply  at  all* 

5  Then  having  caff  his  eyes  about  and  looked  upon 
them,  with  holy  anger  in  his  countenance  at  their  per* 
verfe  and  imreafonable  oppofition  to  him,  and  with 
grief  at  the  obffinate  blindnds  of  their  minds  and  hard¬ 
ened  temper  of  their  hearts,  he,  in  their  hearing,  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  rhe  cripple,  ordering  him  to  ffretch 
forth  his  lame  hand  :  And  fuch  divine  power  attended 
the  word  of  command,  that  tbe  poor  wretch  was  in- 
ffantly  enabled  to  do  it;  and  his  withered  hand  became 
as  found,  and  plump,  and  well,  as  the  other* 

6  Upon  this  the  Pharifees*  being  baffled,  and  vexed 
to  think  what  credit  he  gained  among  the  people  in 
fpite  of  all  their  attempts  to  defame  him,  went  and 
confuhcd  with  fomc  of  the  Herodian  feet,  what  pretence 
they  might  make,  and  what  mea  fores  they  might  concert 
witn  the  greateft  frfety  and  fucccfs,  for  putting  him  to 
death* 

7  But  Jefus,  knowing  their  wicked  defign,  and  that 
tbe  time  for  re  fig  n  in  g  his  life  was,  not  come,  left  the 
city,  and  went  with  his  difciples  to  the  fhore  of  the  fca 
of  Galilee  +  ;  And  the  common  people  had  fo  high  an 
efteem  of  him,  that  having  learnt  whither  he  was  gone, 
vaff  numbers  docked  after  him  from  the  countries  of  Ga- 
tike  and  of  Judea* 

8  And  great  multitudes  went  to  him  from  the  city  of 
Jerufalan^  and  even  from  fo  far  as  Idumea  and  the  regi¬ 
ons  beyond  Jordan*  and  fronj  the  coafts  of  Tyre  and 

SidoHt 


NOTE. 


f  From  this  lake  or  fea,  which  qr»  about  eight  league*  in  length  anil  fivr  In  hrejulth* 
Gd5!te  lay  toward  the  north  j  Jufaoj  Jtrujalcfitt  and  iSajuM,  Co**trd  the  fauih ;  the 
feeprad  JerdfiA)  toward  the  off;  and  Ijre  and  Sides ,  toward  the  north  weft. 
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Sidnn »  a 
tali  kit  ode,  wlua 
they  had  heard 
what  great  things 

he  did,  came  un¬ 
to  him. 

p  Andhefpafcfl 
to  hi*  difdpk*, 
that  a  fmiil  Ihip 
Iboold  vat  od 
Ifiw  1  bccrofc  of 
ibe  muliitude , 
kA  they  fltouid 
throng  him, 
to  For  he  hid 
healed  amy\  in* 

fotnoch  ihut  they 
prefled  upoo  him 
for  to  touch  him, 

t*  many  &&  had 

pljguct- 

t  *  And  un¬ 
clean  fpiriu  f 
when  they  ik# 
him,  fell  dowu 

before  him,  and 

cried  t  ftying  * 
Thou  art  the  Son 
of  God, 

tx  And  he 
fl  raitly  charged 
them,  that  they 
(hoald  ntx  make 
him  known* 


1 3  Andhegoeth 
up  into  a  motin* 
tain,  and  cailcth 

Unto  him  vrhoip 
he  would ;  and 
they  caiiie  unto 

him. 


14  v\ad  he 
ordaioed  tydve, 
that  they  ihould 
he  with  him,  and 
that,  he  .might 
fend  them  forth 
to  preach  ; 

1  $  And  to  have 
power  to  heA 
hcktiefcf,  and  to 
caA  out  devil*, 

id  And  Simon 
he  frowned  Per 

ter. 


Tbe  EvangeliJI  Make  parapbrafed.  Ch.  iii. 

Sldon  1  being  induced  to  it  by  the  fame  of  bis  great  mi¬ 
racles,  which  was  fpread  among  them. 

9  And  at  length,  the  throng  increasing,  he  ordered 
his  difciples  to  provide  him  a  boat,  that  he  might  have 
the  convenience  of  going  into  it,  and  of  putting  off  a 
little  way  from  the  Shore ;  and  So  might  preach  to  the 
people,  without  danger  of  being  prefled  and  incommo¬ 
ded  by  the  crowd. 

10  For,  Since  he  had  been  at  this  place,  be  had 
cured  fu  many  of  their  difeafes,  that  all  who  had  any 
diftempers  made  up  to  him  as  well  as  they  could. of 
themfelves,  or  by  the  alii  Stance  of  their  friends,  every 
one  trying  to  get  near  enough -to  touch  fome  part  of  his 
body  or-  clothes,  that  they  alfo  might  be  healed,  as  they 
believed  they  Should  if  they  could  but  touch  him. 

1 1  -And  Such  as  were  pofleffed  by  evil  fpirits,  as  foon 
as  they  faw  him,  proftrated  themfelves  before  him*  and 
the  devils  were  forced  to  coofefe  that  he  was  a  divine 
PerSon,  and  the  true  Melfiah,  faying.  Thou  art  the  Son 
of  God,  before  whom  we  are  not  able  to  Hand. 

12  But  that  there  might  nor  be  the  Jeaft  appearance 
as  if  Jefus  a&ed  in  confederacy  with  Satan  according  to 
the  malicious  fuggeftion  of  his-  enemies,  (vet.  22.)  he 
charged  the  evil  fpirits  to  be  Silent,  and  not  fay  what 
they  knew  concerning  him :  And  that  he  might  not  So 
much  as  feem  to  affeft  the  applaufe  of  men,  he  ordered 
thole  whom  he  bad  healed  not  to  divulge  what  he  had 
done  for  them  i  his  works,  which  were  wrought  before 
many  wimefles,  friends  and  enemies,  being  fufiicient 
to  fpeak  for  themfelves. 

1 3  After  this,  Jefus  went  up  an  high  hill,  where  he 
Spent  a  whole  night  in  prayer  by  himfelf ;  and  in  the 
morning,  (Luke  vi.  12,  13.  fee  the  notes  there,)  be,  like 
the  Sovereign  lord  and  difpofer  of  -bis  own  -gifts,  called 
from  among  his  profefled  difciples  Such  as  he  plealed, 
and  they  drew  near  to  him.- 

14  And  he  appointed  twelve  of  them  to  he  the  con¬ 
stant  attendants  of  his  perfon  and  fervicc  j  to  be  wirnefies 
of  his  do&rine,  life  and  miracles ;  and  to  go  forth  with 
commiSTion,  as  his  apofttes,  to  preach  the  golpel. 

15  And,'  for  the  confirmation  of  its  doftrine,  and  of 
their  commiffion  tp  preach  it,  he  in  veiled  them  with 
miraculous  powers,  that  by  his  authority,  and  by  virtue 
derived  from  him,  they  might  heal  all  manner  of  dif- 
cafes,  and  call  out  devils,  wherever  they  Should  go. 

16, - 19.  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve,  whom  ho 

chofe  to  be  his  apoilles,  and  conferred  thefe  powers 
upon,  were :  Firft,  Simon ;  to  whem  he.  added  the  name 


ch.  iu: 


ij  And  Jama 
ibi  jb*  of  Zcbe- 
dce,  and  John the 
brother  of  James, 
(,tnd  he  friremrd 
them  0oano~gtsr 

which  Ut  The 
fens  of  thunder,) 

18  And  An¬ 
drew,  and  Philip, 
and  BanfioLo  * 
mew,  and  Mat¬ 
thew,  and  Tho* 
nus,  and  James 
/£*  fin  of  Alphe- 
u*»  and  Thadde- 
aitand  Simon  the 
CaELuotte, 

19  And  Jiufas 

Ifariot,*!^  ah* 
fo  betrayed  bun : 
and  they  went 
into  an  houfe. 

And  the 
m  oh  itude  cumerh 
togalieragaia,  £> 
ilut  they  could 
not  fo  much  as 
eat  brad. 


ix  And  when 
his  friends  heard 
ef  u,  they  wtm 
out  to  lay  hold 
on  him  i  for  they 
Jjid,  Hcisbcfide 
bimfcLf*  ' 

*%  And  the 
faihci  which 
came  down  from 

JetnAJem,  Aid, 
He  bath  Bcdii* 
icbub,  and  by  tbc 
prince  of  tbc  de¬ 
vils  ttltclh  he  out 
devils, 

a  3  A  nd  he  ail¬ 
ed  them  untohim, 
and  Aid  unto 
than  in  parables. 
How  Citti  Satan 
eafl  out  Satan  1 
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of  Peter.  Secondly  James.  Thirdly,  John  -Tiis  bro¬ 
ther  ;  both  being  the  Ions  of  Zehedeet  to  whom  Chrift 
gave  the  name  of  +  BoasurgeSy  which,  in  the  JewiJb 
language^  lignifies  Sons  thunder.  Fourthly,  Andrew, 
Fiithly,  Philip  of  BetkfaiJa.  Sixthly,  Bartholomew. 

Seventhly,  Matthew  \  who  was  likewife  called  Levtt 
and  had  been  a  publican.  Eighthly,  Tbomasy  firnamed 
Didymus.  Ninthly,  Another  James  ?  who  was  the  Ion 
of  Atpheus ,  and  was  called  James  the  Ufs.  Tenthly, 
Tbaddeus  t  who  was  alfo  called  Lebbcus  and  Jude,  au<l 
was  the  brother  of  James.  Eleventhly,  Simon  the  C&~ 
naanite ,  who  was  alfo  called  Zelotes .  And  twelfthly, 
Judas  Ifearioty  who  proved  an  infamous  traitor  to  his 
Lord.  (See  the  notes  onMat.  x.  3, 4.)  And  alt  theft 
went  with  Jefus  J  into  an  houfe  to  attend  him,  and  to- 
receive  inftru&ions  from  him'  in  order  to  their  being  fit¬ 
ted  for  the  apoftlefhip. 

ao  And  as  loon  as  the  common  people  under  flood 
that  he  was  there  with  his  difciples,  they  gathered  to¬ 
gether  again,  and  came  thither  with  earnell  defires  to 
hear  and  fee  more  of  him,  lb  that  he  and  the  twelve 
could  hardly  find  time  to  eat  enough  for  their  necellary 
rcfreOunent. 

2 1  Then  his  relations  and  friends,  hearing  how  the 
people  crowded  fo  fall  about  him,  came  with  great  hurry 
and  concern  to  get  him  away  from  them  ;  Fof  they  laid 
one  to  another.  His  zeal  lurely  tranfports  him  too  far, 
and  he  will  $  faint  thro*  excefiive  fatigue,  and  for  want 
of  Ipirits  and  of  due  refrefhment. 

22  At  another  time,  when  by  his  divine  authority  he 
commanded  deliverance  to  one  who  was  poilefied  with 
a  devil,  {Mat.  xii.  22,  24.)  fome  Pbarifees  and  do&ois 
of  the  law,  who  came  thither  from  JentfaUmy  malic:- 
oufly  reproached  him,  faying.  That  he  himfclf  waspol- 
fefled  and  a£led  by  Beelzebub  %■ and  that,  by  the  power 
and  authority  of  this  chief  of  the  devils,  he  forced  them 
out  of  perfons,  whenever  he  difpoflefied  them . 

23  Upon  which  he  defired  thefe  revilers  to  draw  near ; 
and,  to  confute  their  malicious  fuggefiion  hy  fimjlttudes, 
faid,  How  prepofterons  and  felf-contradi&ious  is  it  tofu  p* 
pofe  that  One  devil  would  difpoflefs  others,  and  fo  deltroy 
their  own  intereft  1 


24  If 

H  O  T  E  a. 

j  They  we  probably  C6  .called,  CO  denote  be  looked  upon  as  his  dnm  efnts;  and  pr^ 
rhrir  remarkable  warmth  and  acal*  and  tbc  bably  now  it  was  that  he  ordered  J»d:s  to 
fervent  manner  of  tl*cir  pmchihg.  take  the  bag  into  hu  cuftody  for  nib  uX 

t be  family. 

t  Tbit  fttm*  to  have  beep  the  bonfc  at  $  iign ifies  ooc  that  faints,  and  our 

Capernaum  where  Chrift  dwelt.  Mat*  fr,  rj. ;  tnmfpoitcd  to  u  well  as  oire  thji 

and  from  this  time  forward,  the  twelve  may  bclidc  blmfcjf. 


F 
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14  And  if  * 
kingdom  he  di- 
vidrd  Again  (V  k- 
i%ifTrhAtkii)gd^m 
cannot  fowl* 

if  And  if  4 
bonfb  be  divid¬ 
ed  a  gain  ft  itftlf, 
that  boufr  cannot 
(land* 

»tf  And  if  Sa¬ 
tan  rite  up  again  ft 
himfclT,  and  be 
divided,  be  can¬ 
not  fluid,  bm 
bath  in  end. 


z  i  No  man 
•an  enter  into 
a  ft  long  man’s 
hvufef  and  fpotl 
hu  goods,  ex  * 
ccpt  Tie  fir  ft  bind 
Hie  ftrong  man  1 
and  then  he  will 
fpoil  hishonfc. 


ik  Verily  I  Gy 
UMoyou,  Ajhms 

/halt  be  forgiven 
unto  the  Q> ns  e-f 
men,  andblafphe- 
jiiicSj  wherewith 
foever  they  ft  all 
blafpheme  : 

19  I>ot  hethat 
fbaUbbfpbrmea- 
gtttnft  the  Holy 
t  *  ho  fl  1  hath  ne¬ 
ver  forgivenefs* 

but  is  ia  danger 
of  eternal  damna¬ 
tion  : 


jo  Ucean  e(l-ey 

Uldt 


24  If  any  nation  or  kingdom  is  divided  into  fac¬ 
tions,  and  fights  againft  irfelf,  fuch  a  civil  war  in  its  own 
bowels  mull  ncceffarily  bring  it  into  oonfufion  and  de- 
folation. 

25  And  if  any  family  is  divided  into  parties  which 
oppofe  and  endeavour  to  turn  one  another  out  of  doors, 
it  is  impofible  that  fuch  a  family  Ihould  long  fuhfift. 

26  And  thus  it  mull  be  with  rcfpe&  to  the  devil's 
kingdom  and  family,  if  what  ye  fuggeft  were  true :  For 
if  one  devil  fets  himfelf  to  difpoflefs  others,  and  that  for 
the  confirmation  of  do£t(ines  which  like  mine  are  di¬ 
rectly  contrary  to  their  own  defigns,  it  is  i mpofliblc 
their  imereti  fliould  maintain  its  ground  ;  they  are  too 
great  politicians  not  to  know  this;  and  therefore  ye  may 
be  fun:  that  they  would  never  a£t  in  concert  after  fuch 
a  manner,  to  ruin  the  common  caufe  which  they  are  all 
engaged  ini 

27  Again,  If  a  ftrong  man  has  got  pofleflion  of  an 
houfe,  it  mud  be  owned  that  no  other  can  forcibly  break 
into  it  and  take  away  his  goods;  unlefs,  by  a  fnperior 
power,  he  firft  overcome  and  bind  him,  or  fome  way  de¬ 
feat  his  re fiftance;  then  indeed,  and  not  till  then,  he 
will  eafily  carry  off  his  goods:  It  is  therefore  a  plain  cafe, 
.that  fo  powerful  a  being  as  Satan  is  would  never  in  any 
inftancc  quit  poffcflion  at  my  command,  who  am  come 
to  deftroy  his  work,  and  to  deliver  wretched  creatures 
out  of  his  hands  $  unlefs  he  were  forced  to  it,  by  my  ir- 
refilUble  power  over  him. 

28  I  afl’tiredly  tell  you,  by  way  of  caution  again  ft  the 
greateft  crime  that  can  be  committed,  and  ye  are  running 
into.  That  all  other  fins  and  hlafphemics,  of  what  nature 
or  kind  foever,  which  any  man  can  be  guilty  of,  are 
within  the  reach  of  pardoning  grace,  and  lhail  be  for¬ 
given  to  him  that  believes  in  me. 

29  But,  as  wbat  I  have  now  done  is  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  ;  and  as  the  laft  and  higheft  difpenfation  of  mercy 
is  approaching,  in  which  the  miraculous  illuminations 
and  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  for  the  confirmation  of 
the  gofpcl  will  appear  with  ftill  more  evident  demon - 
ftration ;  whofoever  (hall  continue  to  be  fo  obftinate  and 
fpiteful  then,  as  to  afertbe  his  wonderful  and  divine  0- 
perations  to  the  devil,  (hall  never  be  capable  of  forgive- 
nefs;  but  (hall  be  expofed  to  evcrlafling  deftruaion 
without  remedy,  fincc  no  other  means  of  conviftion  and 
recovery  (hall  ever  be  afforded  him.  (See  the  note  on 
fltat,  xii.  31.) 

30  The  reafon  of  his  fpeaking  in  this  awful  manner 
was,  becaufe  the  fcribtt  and  Pharifees  (ver.  22.)  had 

mali- 

_  1 


Ch.  Ill* 

Aid,  He  hath  an 
undeia  ifortl. 


31  There  came 

then  his  brethren 
and  hti  mother; 
and  t  ftuirling 
without,  fem  uu- 
to  bim,  calling 
Mm* 


31  And  the 
multitude  fat  a- 
bout  him,  and 
they  A)d  .unto 
him.  Behold,  thy 
mother  and  thy 
brethren  without 
ftdc  for  thee* 

33  And  he  an* 
fwerrd  them,  Ay* 
ingt  Who  i*  my 
mother,  or  my 
brethren  ? 

34  And  he 
looked  round  a* 
bout  on  them 
which  At  about 
him,  and  Aid, 
Bdbold  my  mo* 

tber  and  my  bre¬ 
thren; 


35  For  tvhofo- 
eycr  Diall  do  the 
will  of  God,  the 
Amt  b  my  bro¬ 
ther,  and  my  ft- 
(Itrj  and  mother. 
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maHeioufly  and  bhfphcmoufly  reprefented  him  as  p of- 
fefled  by  Beelztbub  $  and  had  affirmed,  that  what  lie  did 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  galling  out  devils,  was  done  by 
the  power  of  their  chief. 

31  But  to  return  to  what  was  hinted  (ver.  20,  21*); 
White  Jcfus  was  preaching  to  the  multitude  round  about 
him,  Mary  his  mother,  and  fome  ol  his  other  neared 
kindred,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat*  xii.  46,}  fearing  left  he 
fliould  over-fpend  himfelf,  and  not  being  able  to  get 
near  becaufe  of  the  crowd,  detirfd  fome  of  the  company 
to  let  him  know  that  they  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him* 

32  Accordingly  one  and  another  of  the  people  that 
fat  nearfaid  to  him,  Obfervehow  your  mother  and  bre¬ 
thren  call  to  you,  who,  not  being  able  to  get  thro’  the 
crowd;  wait  without  to  fpeak  with  you. 

33  But  he  replied  to  them  that  told  him  of  this, 
Whar  concern  have  I  with  my  kindred  according  to  the 
flelh,  whilft  I  am  about  my  Father’s  bufineli  ?  And 
who  do  ye  think  I  efteem  as  my  ncarcfl  and  deartfl  rela¬ 
tions,  even  as  my  mother  and  my  brethren? 

34  No  Ihoner  had  he  fpokethefe  words,  but  turning 
to  his  difciples,  who  fat  about  him,  and  looking  and 
pointing  to  them,  be  faid.  Behold,  thefe  are  they  whom 
I  have  taken  into  the  neareft  relation  to  myfeLf,  whom 

1  as  affectionately  love  as  if  they  were  my  natural  mo¬ 
ther  and  brethren  according  to  the  flgfh,  and  whole  e- 
ternal  welfare  lies  fo  near  my  heart,  that  no  confide™* 
tion  of  earthly  kindred  can  make  me  debit  from  doing 
what  is  neccffary  to  promote  it  f* 

3  5  For  whoever  he  be  that  (ball  heartily  believe  and 
pra&ife  the.  will  of  God  as  revealed  in  his  word,  and  as 
particularly  relating  to  me,  be  is  the  perfon  whom  I  ac¬ 
count  iny  dearcll  relation  in  a  fpi ritual  frnfe,  and  will 
treat  with  all  the  afteAion  and  regard  that  aie  due  to  a 
brother,  a  filler,  and  a  mother* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


Sabbaths  art  to  be  An&ified  by  afts  of  piety  and  mercy;  and  how  remarkably 
exemplary  was  our  blefled  Lord  for  botn  Lbrfr!  How  juftly  did  the  people  ad¬ 
mire  and  crowd  about  him ;  and  how  many  are  the  bleilings  he  came  to  be  flow ; 
and  yet  how  great  was  the  envy -and  malice  of  his  obftmate  enemies  ajramft  him ! 
He  neverthekfs  was  tenderly  touched  at  the  hard  nets  of  their  hearts;  and,  to  rarfJ 
them,  proclaimed  the  riches  of  divine  forgivvnels  for  the  worlt  of  tins,  trxccj>l 
that  agaioft  the  Holy  CJhoft:  And  how  foTemniy  did  he  warn  his  mail  wilful  and 
inveterate  enemies  to  take  heed  of  this  fin,  that  they  might  not  enuil  iiuarctdaliic 
^femnsrian  upon  themfclves!  Hi*  intcrefts  and  ddigns  arc  dircelly  oppoftlc  to  (he 

k;ng- 

N  O  T  E* 


f  Chrift,  in  this  preference  of  his  tnicdif-  them,  but  ftems  defi « n s4iy  to  gnard  a;*..iuil 
cipks  to  the  virgin  Mary  conlldeitd  merely  the  cxttOlvc  and  IdoUtrotis  honour,  nhlch 
n  bu  mother  according  to  the  flcJh>  not  on-  he  forefaw  the  Pnfijlf  hi  dler  apes  would  ]viy 
If  Jbcws  his  high  ana  tender  affeftton  to  to  her* 
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kingdom  of  darkncfs,  as  devils  know;  whatever  fame,  under  their  maflgnaut  in¬ 
fluence*  may  blafphemouily  fagged  to  the  contrary;11  And  therefore  he  hath  grant* 
ed  comitiif&ons  to  many  (errant*  to  pubKft  his  holy  gofpd ;  and  has  given  vs  the 
ftrongeft  aflurances,  that  he  wilt  molt  affectionately  embrace  and  treat'd!  thofeas 
his  dear efl  relatives,  who  fhall  believe  in  him  through  their  word*  May  this  Sa¬ 
viour  be  ours !  and  may  we  never  rejed  him  through  unbelief ! 


CHAP.  IV. 


was  gathered  un¬ 
to  him  a  grtM 
multitude,  in  that 
he  entered  Into  a 
Oiip,  md  Ca  in 

(he  frdj  and  the 

whole  mufctiodc 
wu  hy  the  fea* 

on  the  hid 

i  Aod  he  taught 
them  many  things 
by  parables ;  and 
laid  unto  them  in 
hb  doArine, 


The  parable  of  the  fcnsier^  i}— 9.  Its  explication,  io> — 10.  Its  ap¬ 
plication,  2i)— 25.  Tie  parable  of  the  earn  which  grows  infenjihly, 
26)— 29.  The  parable  of  the  grain  cf  mvfiard- feedy  with  a  general 
account  of  CbriJPs  parables ,  30, — 34.  His  laying  a  ftorm  at  fioj 

3S>“~4** 

Tk**-  Paraphrase. 

A  ™ «aifl  w  A  Fter  the  foregoing  difeourfe,  Jefus  returned  again 
£ach  by  the  (ca>  to  the  £hore  of  the  tea  of  Galilee t  that  the  mulci- 
Jidc:  and  thue  tude  might  have  an  opportunity  of  hearing:  According¬ 
ly  fucb  vaft  numbers  thronged  after  him)  that  for  the 
convenience  of  being  heard,  and  of  freeing  bimfetf  from 
the  prdHngs  of  the  crowd)  he  got  into  a  boat ;  m  which 
he  fat  down)  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  few- 
ijh  doctors,  to  preach  another  Herman,  while  the  people 
flood  as  auditors  on  the  laad. 

2  And)  in  this  difeourfe,  he  went  into  a  very  fami¬ 
liar  and  inftru&iye  way  of  teaching  them  many  impor¬ 
tant  do&rines,  by  companions  taken  from  earthly 
things  which  they  themfelves  *  were  well  acquainted 
with  :  Accordingly  he  began  to  .rep  refen  t  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpel,  and  its  different  effects  upon  various  forts 
of  perfons,  in  the  following  manner.  (See  the  note  on 
Mat.  xiii.  3.) 

3  Attend  to  what  I  fay,  and  ohferve  it  as  a  matter  of 
the  great  eft  confequence:  **  A  certain  buJbandman  went 
into  his  held  to  low  his  corn — Thereby  intimating 
that  he  was  come  by  hts  perfon  and  miniury,  and  the 
mimftry  of  his  ferrants,  to  fpread  abroad  the  gofpel  of 
the  kingdom  among  the  people, 

4  “  And  it  happened,  that,  as  the  bufbandman  was 
fowing  his  corn,  fome  of  the  grains  fell  upon  a  common 
beaten  path  in  the  field,  where,  lying  on  the  furfaceof 
the  ground,  without  any  earth  to  cover  it,  the  birds 
came  and  eat  it  up  i”— So  the  gofpel  is  preached  to  Come 
h  cedi  els  hearers,  who  never  Jerioufly  confider  or  relied 
on  what  they  hear;  and  the  devil  foon  juftlcs  ir  out  of 
their  thoughts. 

5,  6.  **  Another  part  of  the  feed  was  caft  upon  a 
ftony  foil,  which  had  hut  a  thin  covering  of  earth;  and 
there  it  quickly  began  to  fprout;  but  no  fooner  did  the 

fun 


;  Hearken;  Be¬ 
hold,  there  went 
out  a  fouer  to 
(bw  i 


4  And  it  tame 
to  ]>afs  as  he  low¬ 
ed,  tome  fell  by 
the  way-tide,  and 
the  fowh  of  the 
air  came  aod  de¬ 
voured  k  up. 


And  fame 

on  flonj 


HI 

J  pound,  where  it 
ud  no4  much 
earth  ;  and  imme¬ 
diately 
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diatdy  fa  Jbriflg 
op,  bccavfi:  it  Jud 

DO  depth  ofcvtb. 

6  Hw  when  the 
fan  was  op,kn* 
fcorcbed ;  end  be- 
cauie  it  hod  no 

root*  It  withered 

tw*y. 


T  And  feme 
feUsmoitgihonift 
and  the  thorai 
grew  np ,  and 
choked  it*  end  it 
yidded  no  fnaot. 
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fun  fhine  with  its  fcorching  beams,  which  were  flrong- 
ly  refle&cd  from  the  bed  of  ftone  juft  underneath,  than 
it  withered  away,  having  no  root  fufficient  to  keep  it 
alive."— ‘So  there  are  other  bearers,  who  do  indeed  at¬ 
tend  to  the  word,  and  arc  afib£ted  with  it,  and,  under 
prdent  impreffionS,  have  fome  good  defir  cs  and  refolu- 
tions  ahfvrerabte  to  it :  But  this  goes  no  deeper  than  a 
fuperficial  touch  upon  their  paffions ;  and  when  the  heat 
of  temptation  and  persecution  for  righteoufoefe-fake 
heats  upon  them,  their  ftony  hearts  give  fuch  force  to 
thofe  trials,  that  they  cannot  ft  and  againft  their  terrors; 
and,  for  want  of  a  rooted  principle  of  grace  in  the  foul, 
all  the  promifing  appearances  foon  come  to  nothing. 

7  ”  There  was  likewife  fome  of  this  feed  which  foil 
on  a  piece  of  ground  all  over* run  with  young  hriers  and 
thorns ;  and  thefe,  out-growing  the  com,  fraotbered 
and  deftroyed  it,  fo  that  it  never  brought  forth  fruit  to 
any  perfc&ion.” — -Tn  like  manner  there  are  others,  who 
hear  the  word  with  great  attention,  and  feem  to  make 
fome  progrefs  in  their  notions  and  profoffion  of  the  go- 
fpei ;  hut  their  hearts  are  fo  over-charged  with  the  hur¬ 
ries,  cares,  riches,  and  pleafures  of  this  worjd,  that  all 
thefe  hopeful  beginnings  are  ftifled  in  the  birth,  and  ne¬ 
ver  produce  any  holy  effefU  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
their  own  falvation. 


a  And  other  8  «  iiaftly,  another  part  of  the  feed  was  fown  in  a 

good  foil ;  where  it  took  root,  fprung,  and  grew  up 
^ddfrah  dm  regularly,  and  brought  forth  corn  with  a  fine  increase, 
l^nnf  op  and  from  thirty  to  an  hundred  fold.”— So  there  are  other 
incrafat ,  ^»»d  bearers,'  whofe  hearts  are  fitted  and  inclined,  by  divine 

fome  thiuy,  tod  grace,  to  mix  the  word  with  faith,  and  to  receive  the 
lone  finy,  ud  truth  in  the  love  of  it;  who  underftand,  confider,  and  be* 
dMuhiwdicd.  jjCTe  what  they  hear,  and  that  with  a  reference  to  tbem- 

folves;  and  Who,  yielding  the  obedience  of  faith,  bring 
forth* fruits  of  righteoufhefs,  more  or  lefs,  all  the  days 
of  their  lives. 

9  And  he  &jd  9  And,  to  intimate  the  great  importance  of  thefe 

**  things,  Jefus  added  in  the  clofe,  Whoever  he  he  that 
har,ltthifflSar°.  *s  capable  of  hearing  and  defirous  of  inftiudion,  let  him 
*  ferioufly  weigh  and  Jay  to  heart  what  I  have  been  faying, 

to 'And  when  10  Our  Lord  having  delivered  this  parable  without 
lbp*«mCl<iwu  any  cvplanation ;  as  Jbon  as  the  people  were  difmifled, 
biur,  with  the  and  the  twelve  apofUes  with  fome  others  of  his  difciplcs 
t*dvc,  *&cd  of  were  with  him  alone,  they  intreated  him  to  interpret  it 
h>B  the  paohk.  w  thcin-  feeming,  at  the  fame  time,  to  ftiewfomefur- 

prife  and  concern  that  the  multitude  were  left  in  the 
dark  about  it,  (Mat.  xiii.  to.) 

H  And  in  reply,  he  foul  to. them,  God,  in  the  wife 

ai:d 


1 1  And  he  Aid 
tun?  them  |  Unu> 

joa 


*54 

m  it  U  to 
know  ihc  my  fie¬ 
ry  of  the  king* 
dun)  of  God  •  but 
Unto  them  that 
are  without*  alt 
tbijt  things  arc 
dew  in  parables  ; 


u  That  feeing 
they-mayfee,  anil 
not  perceive,  and 
hearing  they  may 
hear,  and  not  on- 
Jcrdtnd;  left  at 
any  time  they 
fhould  be  convtrt- 
ci}t  and  their  fins 
fiiould  f>e  forgi¬ 
ven  them. 


13  And  he  find 
to  them.  Know 
not  this  para- 
r  }  and  how 
to  will  ye  know 
parables  ? 


r\  The  few 
foft  CLh  the  word. 


*  tj  And  theft 

arc  they  by  the 
way- fide,  where 

the  word  hioWn ; 
but  what  they 

hare 
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and  holy  difpenlatioDS  of  his  grace,  has  given,  and  will 
further  give,  a  plain  difcovery  of  the  great  troths  of  the 
golpei  to  you,  whom,  in  his  fovereign  pleafare,  he  has 
made  his  peculiar  favourites :  But  as  to  thofe,  who,  by 
their  obftinate  impenitence  and  unbelief,  exclude  them* 
felvcs,  like  heathens  f,  from  the  bleifings  of  my  king* 
dom ;  and  do  not  fo  much  as  delire  my  in(tru£tion$,  but 
wilfully  (hut  their  eyes  againll  what  light  they  have,  and 
thereby  forfeit  further  vouchfrfements j  I  deliver  myfclf 
to  them  only  in  parables ; 

ta  That,  according  to  an  ancient  prophecy,  {I/a. 
vi.  9,  10.)  which  b  fulfilled  in  them,  they  feeing  my 
undoubted  miracles,  may  not,  through  their  own  wil¬ 
ful  blindnefs  of  mind,  be  convinced  by  them  j  and  that, 
hearing  my  fpiritual  and  heavenly  doftrine,  they,  under 
the  power  of  their  own  in  veterate  prejudices,  may  not 
inquire  after  its  true  meaning,  nor  embrace  it ;  being 
righteouily  given  up  to  the  chofen  infidelity  and  obftinacy 
of  their  own  hearts,  that  they  may  never  be  enlightened 
to  their  converliott,  nor  obtain  remiffion  of  fins  to  their 
fidvation. 

13  Having  thus  accounted  for  the  reafon  of  his  treat* 
ing  his  own  difciples  with  more  peculiar  favour  than  ci¬ 
thers,  he  faid,  by  way  of  gentle  reproof  to  them  for  the 
dulnets  of  their  apprehenfioo.  What !  are  ye  at  a  lofsa* 
bout  the  meaning  of  fo  plain  a  fimilitude  as  this,  which 
r'eprefents  things  that  ye  are  already  acquainted  with  ? 
How  then  will  ye  be  able  to  underftand  and  receive  o- 
ther  parables,  which  I  (hall  deliver,  to  reprefent  things 
that  ye  have  at  prefent  no  notions  of  J  i 

14  Then  he  particularly  explained  to  them  the  para* 
ble  of  the  fewer  after  this  manner,  faying,  By  the  feed 
was  meant  the  word  of  God  ;  the  hulbandman,  who 
fowed  it,  fig  nified  the  preacher  of  it;  and  the  ground,  on 
which  the  feed  fell,  reprefented  the  hearers  of  the  word. 

1 5  $  The  common  beaten  path,  where  there  was  no 
earth  to  cover  the  feed,  lignified  fuch  carelefs  hearers  of 
the  gofpel  as  do  not  regard  or  retain  it ;  but,  thro*  the 

hard* 


NOTES. 


t  Here  lo  be  an  aHufion  to  ihe  Jews 

utiv  of  fpeakinfr  concern  Ing  the  Heathens,  as 
o*  tkfr  who  uviv  itntbeht ;  and  to  inti- 
matt,  that,  for  their  jitfiritLity,  they  fnould 
U'  caft  out  of  Chriir*  kingdom.  Lxit  xiiL 
a*. 

f  Ghrift  may  herein  refer  to  fnch  parable* 
rs  relate  t"  the  more  fpiriimt  g»4  full  lime 

doOi  itu-s  of  the  gufpcl,  that  depended  <■»  his 
death-  awl  rcfuirrAitJii,  snd  to  thersfiin'roff 
of  the  Jcwt  and  the  calling  of  rht  GrJjiVi, 
'wLiLta  the  <Ji  ri-deji  j*i>  judices  ;u  favour  of 


their  own  n&Hon  would  render  very  obTcurc 
and  difficult  for  them  to  take  in. 

$  As,  in  common  language,  fomrt  lines 
feed,  and  at  other*  the  ground^  on  which  it 
is  catf,  is  (hid  to  be  fow n  ;  fo  in  this  inter¬ 
pret  btion  of  the  parable  we  are  to  DDdrrfhnd 
it  vciih  relation  Ui  the  (lifter Jit  ferbvf  ground 
nit  which  the  iml  is  fin*n,  fincc  It  is  deign¬ 
ed  to  reprefent  different  torts  of  hearers,  ami 
the  di  flirt nt  entertainment  they  grve  to  vac 
and  the  Jamr  preaching  of  the  gufpd* 
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haw  bcant,  StttA 
cometh  immedi¬ 
ate]  y,  and  Uktth 
away  the  word 
that  wu  (own  in 
their  heart*. 

id  Aod  thefc 
w  they  likewMc 
whieh  are  fow« 
on  ft  ony  ground; 
who,  when  they 
have  heard  the 
word,  i  amodiaic- 
lv  receive  It  with 
gbdnefi ; 
if  And  have 

no  root  in  then- 
fdvcj,  and  lb  en¬ 
dure  but  for  a 
time;  afterward, 
when  af&iffioa  or 
pcrftcoLt&Q  ni  - 
icth  for  the  word** 
fake,  im  mediately 
they  arc  oftendfiL 

tti  And  there 
are  they  which 
arc  £>vg  among 
thornst  frch  as 
hear  the  word, 

19  And  the 
cares  of  this 
world  T  and  the 

dcccitfulncfi  of 
richer  ,  and  the 

lulh  of  other 
things  entering 
in ,  choke  the 
word,  and  it  be* 
comes  unfruiffuL 
10  And  rhefe 
arc  they  which 
are  iotro  on  good 

mood;  fuen  u 
hear  t  he  wonl.and 
receive  it  ,  and 
bring  forth  fruit, 
Ibtne  thirty  Told, 
foroe  fiity,  aod 
dome  an  hundred- 
as  Andhcfaid 
unto  them,  Is  a 
candle  brought  to 
beputaiukrabu* 
ftwl,  or  under  a 
bed  ?  usd  nor  to 
beftton  lomlie- 
JHckf 


a*  For  tliere 

* 

1* 
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hardnefs  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the  fubtilty  of  Satan, 
it  is  foon  thrown  out  of  their  minds,  and  they  are  de¬ 
prived  of  all  faving  advantage  by  it. 

16,  17.  The  ftony  foil,  which  had  but  a  thin  covering 
of  earth,  where  the  feed  foon  began  to  fprout,  but  pre- 
fently  grew  tick,  and  died  away  by  the  heat  of  the  fun 
for  want  of  a  root  fufficient  to  keep  it  alive,  reprefetited 
many  hearers,  who  at  full  indeed  are  aflc&cd  with  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  as  with  a  pleafant  foug,  and 
for  fome  little  time  give  an  a  (Tent  to  them  5  but  not 
having  received  them  by  a  true  and  lively  faith  in  their 
hearts,  nor  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  they 
lofe  their  firft  flight  and  flafliy  imprefltons,  and  turn  ut¬ 
ter  apoftates,  as  foon  as  a  day  of  trial,  by  reproaches, 
Ioffes,  and  persecutions  for  the  gofpel,  comes  upon  them* 

18,  19.  And  the  ground  over-run  with  briers  and 
thorns,  which,  growing  up,  fmothcred  and  deftroy- 
ed  the  corn,  Ggnified  fuch  hearers  as  attend  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  feem  to  love  it,  and  to 
make  a  good  proficiency  in  their  obfervation  and  pro* 
felton  of  it  >  but  hurries,  and  folicitous  cares  about  the 
things  of  this  world,  the  falfe  enticements  of  its  riches, 
and  eager  defires  after  its  pleafurcs,  get  fuch  a  power 
over  the  heart,  as  nip  tbe  promiGng  appearances  in  the 
bud,  and  render  them  iaeffe&ual  to  holy  and  faving 
purpofes. 

20  And  to  conclude ;  The  good  foil,  where  the  feed 
took  root,  fprung,  and  grew  up  regularly,  and  produ¬ 
ced  good  corn,  in  a  thinner  or  more  plentiful  crop,  re* 
prefemed  thofe  hearers  of  the  word,  who,  under  divine 
influence,  heartily  believe  and  entertain  it,  and  produce 
excellent  fruits  of  holinefs,  tho’  fome  twice  or  thrice  as 
much  as  others,  as  long  as  they  live  in  the  world. 

21  Our  blefled  Saviour,  having  thus  explained  the 
parable  to  his  difciples  in  all  its  parts,  proceeded  to 
make  tbe  following  application  of  it.  As  a  candle,  when 
it  is  lighted,  fliould  not  be  whelmed  under  a  veffel,  or 
conceded  under  a  bed  or  any  other  dark  covering;  but 
be  fet  up  in  a  candleftick,  to  give  light  to  all  about  it’. 
So  the  light,  which  1  commdhicate  to  you,  my  difciples, 
by  a  dear  explication  of  this  and  other  parables,  and  by 
the  whole  of  my  inttiu&ions,  is  not  to  he  confined  to 
yourfdves,  and  concealed  from  others ;  but  ye  ought  to 
Urine  as  lights  in  the  world,  hv  Ihewing  forth  the  power 
of  thefe  truths  upon  your  own  hearts  and  lives,  and  by 
preaching  them  to  others  for  their  converfion,  edifica¬ 
tion,  and  lalvation. 

22  For  none  of  my  doclrinc:  are  to  be  thus  fuppref- 

ted 


9$S  . 

b  DOtMtlg  Iiut 
which  lb*U  not  be 

miuiii'cftcd  ;  nri* 

the*1 'WMV*jthinj; 
kepi  fVc m,  bw 

that  it  thuulil 
come  abroad* 


If  any  man 
hare  can  to  bear, 

kt  him  heai. 


14  And  he  ft  id 
uato  them.  Take 
licrd  whac  ye 
hear:  with  what 
mea furt  re  mete, 
it  frail  be  meafn* 

red  to  vMi :  and 
tanto  yon  that 
hear,  ihall  more 
he  given. 


if  For  he  that 

bath,  tohim'Jhall 
be  ghren  :  umj  he 
that  hath  not , 
from  him  fhall  be 
taken  even  that 
wliicb  he  hath. 


*fi  Andhelkid, 
So  a  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God,  as 
\S  a  nwti  frooJd 
raft  feed  into  the 
ground, 

17  Andfhrmld 
f!rtp  ,  and  rife 
fc*ght  and  day, 
and  the  feed 
fhftuld  fprmg  and 
pftv  up  he  know- 
cth  nut  huw. 


Hie  Evangeliji  MaIK  paraphrajed.  Ch.  tv. 

fed  and  bid  ;  but  they  fball  be  publilhed  in  all  tbeir 
truths  excellence^  and  importance:  Nor  hare  I  con¬ 
cealed  any  thing  for  the  prefeot  from  this  people,  whofe 
prejudices  refi it  the  light,  with  a  deffgn  that  it  (hould 
never  be  publicly  made  known' in  the  deareft  manner 
poflible ;  but  that,  in  due  time,  it  fhould  he  preached 

openly,  by  the  minilirationi  of  my  fervants,  to  all  na¬ 
tions,  for  the  obedience  of  faith. 

23  Obfcrve  therefore  what  I  fay;  and  let  every  one 
of  you,  who  is  capable  of  hearing  and  receiving  thefe 
things ,  reded  upon  them,  and  lay  them  to  heart,  that 
he  may  behave  accordingly. 

24  He  furthermore  laid  unto  them,  The  things  I 
have  been  fpeaking  of  are  matters  of  the  utmoft  confc- 
quence  :  Attend  therefore  to  what  ye  hear,  that  it  may 
have  its  proper  influence  upon  you  ;  and  take  heed  that 
ye  do  not  give  ear  to  any  doctrines  inconGftent.  with 
thefe ;  but  try  the  fpirits,  whether  they  be  of  God, 
(  1  John  tv.  1.) :  And  remember,  that  in  proportion  to 
your  care  and  faithfulnefs  in  receiving  and  improving 
the  advantages' which  have  been  already  communicated 
to  you  for  the  good  of  others  as  well  as  of  your  own 
fouls,  ftill  further  inftrudions  and  afliftances  (hall  be 
given,  that  your  profiting  may  appear  unto  all  men. 

25  For  every  one  who  cordially  receives  and  a&s  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  endowments  which  God  has  freely  be¬ 
llowed  upon  him,  for  propagating  the  intereft  of  his 
Son  and  of  true  religion  in  the  world,  (hall  have  farther 
vouchfafements  of  light  and  affilfances  for  it:  Hut  every 
one  who  has  no  bean  to  make  a  due  improvement  of 
them  for  theft:  valuable  purpofes,  (hall  be  deprived  even 
of  thofe  privileges  which  before  be  had  been  favoured 
with.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  viii.  1 8.) 

26,  27.  After  this,  Jefus  taught  the  people  by  fevenl 

other  companions ;  and  faid,  with  a  particular  reference 
to  fuch  fruitful  hearers  of  the  word  as  had  been  repre- 
fented  hy  the  good  ground,  «  The  date  of  the  goipel- 
kingdom  is  like  an  hufbandman’s  lowing  feed  in  a  good 
loll:  Though,  after  he  has  (own  it,  he  takes  his  reft  by 
night,  and  goes  about  his  other  affairs  by  day,  it  never* 
thelefe  continually  and  infenlibly  grows  up  andinereafes 
in  a  manner  which  neither  he  nor  anv  man  elfe  can 

4  _  ▼ 

give  an  accnut  of.”*— So  when  the  word  of  God  becomes 
effectual,  and  a  principle  of  grace  is  planted  in  the 
heart ;  though  the  preacher,  who  was  inftrumental  in 
fowing  it,  takes  no  further  pains  about  it,  but,  com¬ 
mitting  it  to  the  bl effing  of  Cod,  applies  bimfclf  to  o- 
thcr parts  of  his  w^rk;  yet  it  lives,  and  profpers  in  the 


Cli-  iv. 


T 

The  Evangelijl  Mark  paraph rafed . 


a?7 


*9  For  the  earth 
Imngtth  '  forth 
trait  of  herteifj 
tCrft  the  blade, 
then  the  ear,  after 
Lhu  the  full  coni 
in  the  cu- 


i  9  Rut  when  the 
fruit  iv  brought 

forth,  immediate. 

lyhrpuLttthfhthc 
iickk,  bcoolt  the 
harveft  if  coat* 


foul,; while  the  manner/is  which  its  principle  operates 
to  produce  the -increafe,  fur  pa  lies  all  conception  of  hu¬ 
man  minds. 

2d  “  For  as  .the- earth,  after  it  .has  been  fown  with 
feed,  brings  it  to  maturity  by  imperceptible  degrees, 
firft  inihe  blade,  then  in  the  car,  and  at  laft  En  the  ripe 
com;  and  does  all  this  by  virtue  within  itfelf,  under 
the  influence  of  the  heavens So  when  once  the  heart 
is  feafoned  with  grace,  the  precious  feed  flourishes,  and 
brings  forth  fruits  of  rigbteoufneis,  by  virtue  of  its  vital 
principle  In  tbe  foul,  under  the  fpecial  influence  of  the 
Spirit  of  God/ 

tg  u  Bin  as, .at  the  time. of  barveft,  when  tbe  corn  is 
fully  ripe,  the  Hiifbandnun  reaps  it  with  his  fickle — 
So  at  the  end  of  the.  world,  they  who  m  Sniftered  under 
the  great  -Lord  of  the  harveft  in  tawing  the  feed,  ft  all 
find  thetr  converted  hearers  to  be  their  joy  and  crown 

of  rejoicing, .  in  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt 
at  his  coming  5  when  they  fhall  reap  the  fruit. of  their 
labours  with  joy,  in  prefen  ting  them  to  -him  f/ 

30  Then  (aid-  he,  By  what  further  fimifitude  fhall  I 
reprefent-  the  doflririe  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  Bate  of  my 
kingdom  in  the  world?  Or  by  what  further  companion 
{hall  I  deferibe  it  to  you  ? 

31  “It  may  be  fitly  laid  to  refemble  a  grain  of  mu- 

Hard  feed,  which,  at  the  time  of  its  being  fown,  is'  in¬ 
deed  one  of  the  lead  of  all  tbe  feeds  that  are  cad  into  the 
eartb  :”--*So  my  gofpel,  the  work  of  grace  jn  the  hearty 
and  the  Rate  of  .my  kingdom  in  the  world,  make  but  a 
little  figure,  and  are  fcarcely  difcerpible  in  their  fird  be¬ 
ginnings.  -  - 

32-“  But  as  a  grain  of  this  feed  grows  up  to  be  one 

of  the  larged  fized  plants  among  all  herbs,  and  (hoots 

its  branches  to  Rich  height  and  (tnengtb,  that  the  birds 

of  the  air  may  (belter  themfelves  in  itj”  (fee  tbe  note  on 

Matt.  xiii.  32.)  :***So  my  gofpel  and  my  grace  (hall 

the  fowl*  of  the  grow  and  fpread  to  fuch  .a-  degree,  that  however  they 

3*7  be  defpiied,  or  not  di&etned  at  firtt,  they  (hall  in 
«t  touuKo  .  VpL>  i#  (R  a 

if  O  T  E. 

|  Several  parts  of  lids  parable  arc  incapa*  Cod  jncrcafes  by  Secret  and  infallible  dc- 

mes  vc  know  noi  how;  in  char  general 
icope,  k  roty  be  applied  to  Child  hlmiclf, 
and  perhaps  may  have  a  particular  reference 
to  (he  frmts  uf  his  perform L  mini llry  on. 


30  And  he  laid, 
Wbcmuieo  ■  lb  all 
wtfikcDthtfcibgj- 
dom  of  God  ?  or 

with  whir  com* 

puifoD  n»n  wc 

compare  it  l 
jrJf  is  like  1 
grain  of  moftani- 

feed, which,  whin 
it  it  fown  in  ihe 
eat^h,  is  left  than 
aU  the  f«d*  that 
be  in  the  earth  : 

3  a  But  when  it 
is  fownr  it  grow- 
cch  up,  and  beco- 

mctli  greater  than 

all  herbs  ,  and 
Ihooteih  our  great 
taaDchci,  fo  tluc 


bit  of  being  applied  to  Quid  hWfcIf,  i*ho 
fewd its  the  reins  and  hearts,  has  a  compre- 
hen&ve  knowledge  of  all  that  is  doing  in  the 
fonts  of  hi*  people,  and  fi  continually  main¬ 


taining  and  increafing  his  vork  in  them*  by  earth,  though  he  was  to  leave  this  wofM  and 
various  ineans,  and  ifctti  ftippliesof  his  grace;  go  to  the  father,  and  would  no  mure  vilifvly 


and  therefore,  I  have  rather  cholen  to  con* 
fidcr  it  with  relation  to  the  mi  fillers  of  the 
gofpel»  to  whom  1  think  -aJl  in  parrs  may 
fjiirJy  be  applied,  as  in  the  paraphrase:  Rut 
if*  U  jpmrraly  thought,  (hr  of  this 

piffle  be  only  to  ihew,  th*r  ije  work  yf 


appear  to  manage  the  a^air*  of  hi*  kingdom 
amongft  ns,  tillhe  fliall  cum*  it  the  cud  of 
time,  and  fciU  forth  ciicangtds  Ids  nepers, 
Co  gathrr  the  ^rul  fevd  ;;;;o  hb  heaveiily 


ki\i  >dota, 

w 


i  TWe 


s'jS 
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Cft.  iv 


33  And  with 
in  Any  itich  p3rt- 

t Iw  ipake  be  thfc 
word  miro  (hem* 
as  they  were  able 
tc  hear  if. 

34  But  without 
a  parable  fpftfce 
hraot  unto  tlicm: 
ami  when  they 
wen  al»^  He 
expounded  ell 
things  to  his  dif- 
<iptcs« 


a  little  while  -  diffufe,  with  great  power  and  delight, 
through  the  whole  foul,  tm<l  extend  them  fell  es  far  and 
wide,  that  Gent ties  as  wdi  as  Jews  may  find .  reft  and 
comfort  in  them. 

33  To  thefe  companions  for  the  illuftratioo  of  fpii i- 
tual  th  ings,  Jefut--  added  many  others  ^  by  which  he  in- 
ft ru tied  the  people,  though  with  obfeurity  and  by  de¬ 
grees,  yet  in  a  way  as  eafy  antf  familiar  to  them  as  they 
were  capable  of  underftandmg  and  receiving,  - 

34  But,  as  he  knew  the  prejudices  they  were  gene* 
rally  uuder,  he  only  delivered  the  fimilitudea  them- 
felves,  without  any  explanation  ;  that  they  who  were 
deftrous  of  inftru&ion  might  refleS  upon  them  in  their 
own  min ds,  and'  gather  fome  ttfcfol  bints  front  them  a- 
bout  things  which  afterwards  they  might  more  clearly  ud- 
dertlatid  upon  feeing  them  come  to  pafs :  And  when  he 
and  his  difcjphrs  were  together  alone,  he  took  opportu¬ 
nities  to  unbofom  himfelf  to  them,  with  great  familiari¬ 
ty’  and  friendlhip,  in  deaf  explications  of  bis  mind  and 
will  therein. 

35  Now  Jefus,  haring  work  to  do  among  the  Gada- 
renes ,  ordered  his  difdples,  as  foon  as  it  grew  night,  to 
row  him  over  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake  of  Genne/a - 
retb  toward- Gadara^  (chip.  v.  J.)  that  he  might  loir 
no  time-.  - 

'36  Accordingly,  the'  great  crowds  of  people  being 
<tf ratified,  his  thfciplcs  immediately  carried  him  in  the 
fame  veffel  from  which  he  had  been  preaching  to  the 
we"  *1-  ■  multitude  ;  and  feveral  other  bents  attended  him  f. 

ci«n  tmo  w  And  while  they  were 'crofting  th£  lake, 'a  terrible 

ftorm  of  wind  $  beat  fo  fiercely  upon  them,  and  raifed 
fuch  boiftcToas  and  fwelling  waves,  that  in  a  little  time 
the  veflel  was  almoft  full  of  water,  and  in  the  nrmoft 
danger  of  being  loft.  . 

38  In  the  mean  while,  Jefus,  having  been  fatigued 
with  the  labour  of  the  preeedntg  day,  lay  fail  afieep 
on  a  pillow  at  the  ftern  of  the  vcfitlj  ajid  his  difciples, 
...  ,,  be  rug  frighted  at  th  ciir  danger,  ran  and  awaked  him, 

fMl  il  *  HW  m  v  t4  t  1  f  j  m  /r  ■  a 

tlicy  rt«:4k«  him,  frying*  aft  ?u  a  hurry.  Lord,  wearrjuft  upou  the  point 
imiftyuDiahW,  ov  being  calf  away.'  What!  ciirfl  thou  JWcp,  and  not 
Mafter  *  caicfr  m;nj  this  dreadful  ftorm  S  Haft  thou  «t>  compalfton  for 

us  ?  And  wilt  thou  fuller  us  all  to.  be  drowned  i 

37  Then  he  got  up,  and,  like  the  fcyereign  Lord  of 
the  am-veifc,  ceomu  tided  the  wind  to  ceafe,  and  the 

waves- 

N  6  T  K  S. 

t  Theft  born  pTotwbiy  citiicJ  who  were  tldCroiit  to  heir  mete  of 

his  doctrine*  and  ftr  inort  dT  Ms  miracks,  *ntl  to  fhjfrw  Hint  i\h«Trvcr  he  wmt. 

f  Ax(fc*4  any.  viokm  i\ctm}  w  icmndt  v  a'-id  d  there  might  be  a  cerdbk  tub* 

4*  Ai  .,h;L 


3*  And  dw 

fund  day,  whetr 
1  he  cttii 

co  fiie, he  fair  h  liti- 
fn  them*  Let  os 
p*fs  over  noto  the 
otKer  fide, 

3d  And  when 
they  had  feat  a* 

vay  the  niulth 
fude,  they  took 
Him  even  as  he 

Teas  in  rhe  ibip 


little  (hips* 

^  jr  And  there 
at ©id  a- 

{\ovai  oi  wftjd ; 
»mi  I  be  Vftfvos 
bwt  inwthelhip* 
lb  t  hat  it  ^03  now 

toll  - 

38  Ami  he  was 
in  the  bindercurt 
of  the  Clip*  auerp 


thou  not  chat  wc 
peril  h  ? 

3j>  And  ho  a* 
rofe,  and  rebuked 
the  k.viud*and  UiH 

unco 


Ch.  vu 

(JftfO  tlie  fr*  t 
Yeitt,  be  thU  : 

and  the  vindco- 
fccl  f  arid  then- 
W3*  a  £rt»t  dim* 

r 

40  Andhefrid 
unto  them.  Why 

*re  ye  To  fearful? 

how  fc  n  that  ye 
hjve  no  faith  ? 


41  And r  they 
fnred  exceeding 
ly,  aod  fild  one 

10  mocker*  WTixr 
manner  of  nan 
is  thal  that  even 
th<-  wi nd  and. the 
fra  obey  him  ? 


The  tvdngclijl  Mark  p&raphr&fed. 

waves  of  the  Tea  to  he  calm  and  quier,  arid  not  to  roar 
and  rage  any  longer  ;  and  he  no  fooher  fpake*  than  it 
*va$  dohe:  The  wind  immediately  fell,  the  fin-face  of  thd 
water  became  fmooth,  and  the  noife  of  the  fear  and  of 
the  waves  was\ftHIcd»  ( P/aL  lxv+  7*) 

.  40  He  likewife*  turning  to  the  difciples*  improved 
them  for  their  diftruftful  f ears*  laying,  How  flrangeand 
unbecoming  is  it*  that  after  all  the  experience  ye  have 
had  of  my  divine  power*  and  affe£tionacc  regards  to 
you*  ye*  ihpuld  ftill  queftion  either  my  ability  or  my 
will  to  fave  you ;  and  that  when  ye  need  moft  faith,  ye 
Ihould  feem  to  have  none  at  alt ! 

41  And  as  before  they  had  been'  greatly  terrified  at 
the  (lorm |  fo  now  they  had  an  awful  fear  of  his  Ma- 
jefty*  who  had*  in  fucb  a  godlike  way,  rebuked  the 
winds  and  waves*  and  reproved  them  for  theirdiftruft 
of  him  in  their  danger:  And  all  the  company  were 
wonderfully  amazed*  faying  to  each  other*  What  a  fur- 
prifing  fort  of  perfon  is  this*  who*  by  his  own  authority* 
and  with  fuch  an  air  of  fovereignty,  commands  the 
winds  and  waves*  and  they  immediately  obey1  him! 
Sinelybe  mud  be  more  than  a  man,  Who  hath  tnus^ra- 
tbered  the  W0J  in  his  jiftt*  (Prov4  xxx*  4.) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

It  is  melancholy  and  alarming  to  think  how  many  unfruitful  fortsof  hearers 
there  are*  and  how  few  that  mifc  the  wool  with  faith,  and  entertain  the  truth  in  the 
lore  of  ft  to  their  own  fafvatidn.  What  need  hare  we  to  watch  carefiiHjr  agaloft 
Satan,  and  again  ft  the  francs  that  ariie  from  the  affluence  and  plea  farts*  cares  and 
terrors,  of  this  world  1  How  fhookl  we  look  wdl  to  our  own  beatts,  that  they  bt 
upright  and  Jincert^  and,  at  the  lame  time,  took  upwards  for  divine  grace*  to  enable 
us  to  ukc  heed  how  we  hear,  and  what  improvement  we  make,  left  we  provoke 
Gad  to  leave  us  to  ourfelrefc,  and  to  take  avfiy  tlic  privileges  which  we  already 
have! — And  oh  what  a  btefilng  is  it  to  be  among  the  objects  of  diftinguifaing 
grace,  .to  whom  it  is  given  to  know  tbefccrets  of  God’s  covenant,  to  whom 
Chrift  imparts  his  mind  and  will  as  to  bis  friends,  and  whom  he  enables  to  bring 
forth  good  fruit  in  its  feaibn !  The  more  experience  we  have  of  this,  the  more 
thankful  we  fhould  be  for  ft,  and  the  more  concerned  to  improve  it,  that  we  may 
have  ftill  more  abandonee.  And,  blcflcd  be  bis  name,  thekaft  beginnings  of  his 
work  in  oor.foui*  fhatfbe  preferred,  and  gradually  i&creaftd  and  perfected;  and 
the-AaaUeft  appearances  of  it  fa  the  world,  Hull,  in  due/time,  break  out  ajiui 
fpread  with  light  and  power,  and  fill  the  earth.  Chrift  i#  concerned  for  his  caufe, 
and  never  will  neglect  it ;  and,  jwbilft  be  Is  prefect  with  bis  people,  they  are  fafo* 
whatever  ftotnu  ormifebiefs  may  threaten  them;  a  word  from  Ids  mouth  will  fi- 
lenccaQ  our  fears  and  troubles,  dnd  fecurc  us  amldft  forrounding  dangers :  He 
is  the  mighty  God,  and  the  Prince  of  peace;  we  therefore  need  not  dobbt  of  bis 
power,  or  his  wilt,  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  unto  him,  and  to  the 
Father  by  him :  Lord,  help  our  unbelief* 


ft 


id 


CHAP.  V. 

Chrift  cajh  out  a  legion  of  devils^  and  fuffers  them  to  enter  into  the 
fivhr,  i , — 2G>  He  hen  fs  a  woman  of  the  bloody  hi  his  way  t<S 

R  %  jairusV 


zfto  The  Evangeltjl  Ma  &  K  faraphrajed.  Ch. 

J;iiru:>\r  houfcj  2 1, — -34*  And  raifes  Jairus’j  daughter  from  the  dead. 


3.t»— 13- 

T  H  s  T. 

NI>  thiy 


Fa  rap  Hi  as  e. 


A  ttiiut:  ovci' 

unto  ti>c  othsr 
iidt:  of  the  lei, 
fU)  the  cuimtiy 
oi  the 


a- 


1  And  when 
he  v«  comer  oat 
of  the  (hip,  ii»- 
jocdniely  then 
met  him  '  out  of 
the  tombs,  affltft 
with  all  unclean 

fririt, 

3  Who  Had  Ajt 
amone 
(Ac  tomb^;  aM 
lie  imn  could 
tind  him,  do jiot 

Vich  chains : 


role  as  he  and  hia  company  were  parting  over  the 
fea  of  G  alike  t  they  foon  after  landed  on  the  eaftern  fide, 
in  the  country  of  the  Gad*irenes>  who- were  moltly  Gen- 
tiles. 

2  Atid  hs  was  no  (boner  got  aftore,  than  a  man  pof- 
feflbd  of  the  devil,  that  Vile  and  malicious  fpiiit,  came 
out  fropi  among  the  tomb*,  where  he  ufed  ro  wander 
a  bout  ;  and  it  was  providentially  ordered  that  be  ibouid 
meet  with  Jefus* 

3  This  poor  miferable  creature  was  fo  hurried  by  the 
power  of  rhodeviii  that  he  would  not  dwell  in  any  houfe, 
nor  wear  stay  clothes  ;  but  roved  about  naked  for  a  long 
time,  {Luke  viiu  27.)  like  a  madman,  in  folitary  places, 
among  the  fepuichrcs  of  the  dead,  which  increased  bis 
own  terror  and  the  terror  of  aHnvliO  came  that  way,  (fee 
the  note On  Af rtf.  viii*  28-);  and  fo  great  was  his  ftrength 
and  rage,  that  no  human  power  or  art  could  tame  him, 
or  get  chains  ftrong  enough  to  hold  him* 

4  For  he  had  oHen  Wfi  clogged  with  fetters,  and 
bound  with  chains  j  but  he  (happed  them  afunderlikea 
twined  thread;  fo  that  he  continually  broke  loofc,  and 
was  fo  mitraftable,  that  hohody  knew  how  to  manage 

him  Or  keep  him  under  reftraint* 

C  And,  in  this  fbrk>f  p  and  frightful  manner,  he  ran, 
both  flight  and  day,  like  a"  wild  man,  up  and  down  the 
mountains  and  among  the  tombs*,  making  hideous  out* 
cries,  and  cruelly  wounding  and  gaflring  himfclf  with 
Aoues. 

6  But  as  foot)  as  +  this  fierce  and  ungovernable  crea¬ 
ture  Taw  Jefus  at  a  dill  a  nee,  the  devil  who  pofiefied  him 
was  fe  over-awed  at  Chrift’s  appearance,  that  he  was  e* 
veu  forced  to  carry  him  toward  the  Saviour;  fo  that  he 

s  iinr  wt«rii  he .  ran  with  all  fpced,  and  falGog  down  at  his  feet,  paid 

£ 'rin^wS  him  f0lemn  bo»»ge- 

7  And  the  evil  fpirit,  knowing  whri  Jefus  was,  cried 
out  aloud,  with  horror  and  dread  of  his  divine  majefty 
and  power,  O  thou  Saviour  of  meri,  I  own  that  thou 
art  indeed  the  Son  of  the  moil  high  God,  and  that  I  am 

'  no  match  for  thee,;  but,  as  I  have  no  intend!  in  rbee,  1 

beg  that  I  may  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee;  And,  as 

I 


4  Dcewfe  that 
he  had  been  often 
bound  with  fit- 
Ur*  and  chain*, 
hM  tlie  duins 
had  been  pluck, 
td  ai  under 

him,  and  the  f el¬ 
ects  broken  in 

pieces  ;  neither 

could  any  man 

lame  him, 

t  And  ilwavs 

ni*ht  and  dtv,  k 
*  .  ,  - 
tr.is  id  tiie  mmiit* 

uifisT,  and  in  the 

tombs,  crying , 

and  cuuing  him- 
rdf  with  ttoiKt. 


fliippod  liim, 

7  And  cried 
vitlia-loDdmce^ 
and  laid,  What 
hjVfc  I  todo  with 


NOT  E- 

T  {chjp,  viti.  18. )  mentions  two  jfenialde;  and  perhaps  h*  uraj-a  Hw/trs,  and 

I  lhc:c  lltJlCfiMc  crealnfps ;  itr-d  il  is  pfuhi*  [Jig  uthtfa  and  therefore  more  ivni*< 

is  of  this  than  of  him*  See  Ugblfttf* 
lkur.  liciir.  oq  iUan r  v.  1* 


. .  3  |  kFP-ir  IT  19 

lilctluif  this,  lb  panic  u**tly  fpoke;i  of  Kerf, 
the  mod  icnuxkaLjy  fierce  ango- 


Ch.  v. 

th«,  Jefws,  tliffli 
Son  of  the  awft 
high  (k«f  ?  J  $d~ 

jure  thee  hy  God; 
that  thou  cotjucnt 

roe  no;. 


8  (For  IwThiJ 
unto  him.  Come 
out  of  the  nun, 
thin  unckin  fpi- 
rk.) 

9  And  healked 
him,  What  ^  thy 
name?  And  hit 

anfwercd,  faying. 
My  name  ii  Le¬ 
gion:  for'wp  are 
filing 


to 

iVit  he  wouid  not 
fend  them  aw^y 
ou:  o£  tbc  coun¬ 
ty 


vi  Nov  there 
there  nr^h 

onto  the  moan* 
rains,  a  grot  herd 
of  J  vine  ftedwg, 

tx  And  all  the 
devil/  briooght 

Lim*  fry  inf,  Send 

us  mto  thf  Twine, 
that  we  may  en¬ 
ter  into  them. 

*3  And  forth¬ 
with  Jeiiis  gave 
them  Lave.  And 
the  unclean  fp>- 

riu 


The  'E'z&ngchjl  M  a  rk  paraphrafed*  a  &  t 

I  fuppofc  the  feafon  appointed  of  God  for  (hutting  me 
up  in  prifon*  and  completing  my  miferies,  is  not  yet 
come.  Why  fhouldeit  thou  confine  anti  dtilrefe  me  notv 
before- hand?  I  eimeftiy  befeech  ihee,  by  the  truth  of 
God,  who  has  given  me  time  to  pimifh  mankind  till 
the  final  judgment,  that  thou  wouldeft  not  compel  me 
to  retire  from  this  world  into  the  place  of  torment- 

3  The  reafon  of  his  expoftubtiug  rfUh  Chnft  in  this 
manner,  was  becaufc  he  had  faitl,  Thou  vile  fpirir,  £ 
commatyf  thee  to  quit  poflctfton  of  the  man.  (See  tbe 
note  on  Luke  viii.  29-) 

9  And,  upon  the  devil's  going  into  this  remonftrance, 
Jefus,  to  make  the-  company  the  more  fenfible  of  the 
poor  man's  calamitous  condition,  and  of  the  exceeding 
greatnefe  of  his  own  power  and  mercy  in  delivering 
him,  publicly  afked  the  evil  fpirir,  By  what  name  he 
catted  himfdf :  To  which  he  replied,  My  name  is  Le¬ 
gion  J;  and  that  very  juftly,  for  a  vaft  number  of  fpi- 

rits  under  my  command  have  taken  poifefliou  of  this 
nvan. 

to  Then  the  chief  devil,  and  the  whole  legion,  (Luke 
viii*  3 1-}  joined  in  importunate  increases,  that,  as  they 
were  not  in  Judes  among  God's  own  people,  but  in  a 
Heathen  country,  he  would  permit  them  to  continue  to 
aft  their  pleafurc  there,  where  they  had  reigned  among 
the  Heathens  and  apoftate  Jcvjj  like  the  rulers  of  the 
darknefo  of  this  world,  and,  by  their  lung  experience  of 
that  people's  temper  and.  behaviour,  knew  how  to  ma¬ 
nage  their  temptations  the  more  dex  troufly  again  ft  thim. 

11  Now  it  happened  at  this  time,  that  there  was  a 
grear  herd  of  fiviiirf  feeding  about  the  mountains  at  fume 
didance,  {Mat.  viii.  3°*) 

12  All  the.  evil  fpirits  therefore  united  their  earneft 
requeft,  faying*  If  thou  wilt  not  fuller  usto  keep  poflef- 
finn  of  this  man,  yet  let  us  at  lead  be  permitted  to  take 
poffeflion  of  thofefwine;  hoping  thereby  to.  prejudice 
their  owners  again!):  Chrift,  and  to  maintain  their  own 
dominion  ftill  in  their  hearts. 

13  And  Jefus,  for  wife  and  holy  reafons,  (fee  the 
note  OH  Mat.  viii.  32.)  readily  intimated*  that  he  would 
not  reftrain  them  from  taking  their  own  courfe  with 
thofe  brute  creatures :  W  hereupon  the  devils*  departing 

from 


N  o 

$  The  n  pm  her  which  cuoftnatcti  4  kgiun 

nf  Rmwb  foldiers,  was,  like  otir  refinieut*, 
uncertain  ;  lone  reckon  them  ti  S^oo,  and 
other*  at  t is&>  *  However,  the  devil's  gi¬ 
ving  hWcLi  ih'fr  name,  iiuinaiei*  that  liwie 
only  who  pofieflcd  this  ijmd  were  YCrj  mi- 
oierous ;  ami,  hesg  united  in  their  malicious 


T  K. 

defifiifi,  wm:  very  power f aland  warlike,  lm* 
dcr  the  of  a  uhkf,  who  is  cm* 

pfiatkally  t-jfkij  the  C id  the 

prime  r,f  devils*  and  the  like  ;  and  1  here  fore 
the  evil  jiowcrs  thm  podded  this  matt,  ut* 
lbnelincs  fpoken  of  in  the  fm»uW,  and  at 
others  in  the  jjlurJ  irjtuUi. 


Sl$2 

xit"  went  not,  trd 
entered  into  the 
fwinc :  and  the 
herd  ran  violent¬ 
ly  down  i (tap 
place  into  the  I ea, 
(they  were  ibout 
twn  thoofanri,) 
and  vert  ciiqked 
in  the  fa. 

14  And  they 
(hat  fed  the  Twin* 
fled,  an<t  told  it 
in  the  city,  arid 

in  the  country* 
And  they  went 
ont  to  fee  what  it 
tv  ai  that wasdone* 

15  And  they 

come  to  Jtfw, 
and  fee  him  that 
^aapalT^dled  with 
the  devil,  and  iied 
the  k^ioa*  fit- 
ti  if,  and  clothed, 
and  in  hi*  right 
*  riind  :  and  they 
Wr%  afraid. 

id  And  they 
thj;  fuw  itT  told 
rhrrn  how  it  he* 

Cet  to  him  thu 

was  pc  He  (led  wilt  1 
the  devil,  anduttb 

concerning  the 
fivioe,  ,■ 

IT  And  they 

heganto  pray  him 
to  depart  octof 
their  ccitt*. 


__  _ r 

The  Evangclijl  Mar  r  parophrafed.  Ch .  t. 

from  the  man*  went  into  the  henl  of  (wine ;  and  had 
fiich  a  malignant  influence  oponthem,  that  they  all  pre- 

fently  ran  mad,  and  were  furioufly  hurried  down  a  pre¬ 
cipice  into  the  tea,  w litre  they  perilled  in  the  waters, 
being  in  number  about  two  thoufimd. 

14  Then  the  keepers  of  the  herd,  being  furprifed  and 
terrified  at  this  Gght,  ran  to  the  city  and  parts  adjacent, 
telling  what  they  knew  of  the  furp riling  ilory  about  the 
man  and  the  fwine,  wherever  they  came ;  And  great 
multitudes  battened1  away  to  (big  place,  that  they  might 
be  fatisfied  how  far  it  was  tfne. 

1  15  And  wheii  they  camc  ap  to  Jefus,  and  fa w  that 
the  mati  by  whom  they  had  often  been  terrified  whilft 
he  was  pofleflitd  with  a  legion  of  devils  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  one  of  their  chiefs,  was  now  come  to  himfelf; 
and  that,  fitting  'with  his  clothes  on,  he  behaved  in  a 
regular  and  decent  manner}  they  were  greatly  aftoniih- 
ed  at  the  miracle,  and  filled  with  an  awful  dread  of  the 
power  which  Jefus  had  fb  remarkably  exercifed  over  the 
devils  themlelves  on  this  occafion. 

16  And  they  who  were  eye-witivefles  of  all  that  bad 
palled,  related  fo  thefe  people  thfc  particular  citcumflan- 
ccs  both  of  the  recovery  of  the  miserable  demoniac,  and 
of  the  devils  entering  into  and  destroying  their  fwine  by 
Ch  rift's  per  million, 

17-  This  made  them  fo  much  the  more  afraid  of  Je¬ 
fus,  left  they  fhonld  (otter  fome  further  lofs  and  damage 
by  his  means:  And  asthey  were  more  concerned  about 
theirvtemporal  than  their  fpiritual  interefts,  and  were 
more  attested  with  vexation  and  fear  at  the  deftruction 


pf  their  hogs,  than  with  joy  and  hope  .at  the  Ggiial  mer¬ 
cy  which  had  appeared  in  the  cure  of  this  dangerons 
raving  and  diftrefietl  man ;  they  all,  with  one  confenr, 
intreated  him  to  go  out  of  their  country,  little  thinking 
'  i‘  what  a  b Jetting  they  thereby  put  away  from  themfelves. 
n'AnJ  wfaes  1 8  Jefus,  juftly  offended  at  their  folly  and  wicked- 
V  *?!  “?’*  nels,  took  them  at  their  word)  and  when  he  reimbark* 
jiaH  been  paffi-lfl  m  the  veffi;!  to  go  back  agaiu  over  (he  lake,  the  man 
fd  with  th?  devil  who  had  been  freed  from  the  diabolical  pofTdSon  was 

*- II  :  *(*®&*d  W*th  the  mercy,'  that  he  carneftiy  deft  red 

him.1  1  r'^u'1  leave  of  his  great  Deliverer  to  fuJFer  him  to  attend  him, 

tb  at 'he  might  enjoy  hi$  bieffed  company^  and  continue 
under  hi$  prbte£Hon  to  feciire  him  againfc  die  return  of 
evil  fpirirSf  and  under  hia  inltruftion  to  lead  him  into 

the  knowledge  of  a  ftill  better  tilvadun  from  fin  and  the 
’wrath  to  come.  '  . 


TJ)  .  Hcrttfbrit, 
Ttiut'l'u&ituUitrii 

W  I  H 


19  However*  as  Jefus  could  both  prefcrve  and  teach 
him  at  a  difUnce  as  wetl  as  if  he  were  perfonally  pre- 

*  - 


Ch.  r. 

nor;  but  ii-th  «n  - 
to  Skim,  Go  home 
to  thy  friend*  , 
urittl:  them  how 
met  things  the 
LnrJ  hub  tlonc 
forthce,  and  hath 

bid  compaffion 
co  ibec. 


10  Andbcdc* 

pa)taf}  and  began 
t«  publith  in  Dt* 
cipolit  lw«  great 
things  jefur  had 
don#-  for  bins  : 
and  itt  men  did 
marvel. 


The  Evangel? ft  Ma-jlk  paraphrased -  263 

fentj  and  taking  him  along  with  him  might  have  teem¬ 
ed  id  favour . of  ofteatarioti ;  and  as  it  mighc.be  more 
for  the  advancement  of  his  intercft  and  kingdom?  to 
leave  fuch  a  Handing  monument  of  his  power  and  com* 
pa  (Eon  jo  that  country  ;  he  would  not  coufenr  to  his  co* 
ming  away  with  himfeif,  but  ordered  bim  to  -return 
home  to  his  friends  and  acquaintance)  and  to  let  them  fee 
and  hear  what  a  miraculous  deliverance  the  Lord  Jefus 
had  wrought  for  him »  and  what  affecting  and  encoura¬ 
ging  pity  |ie  had  therein  extended  to  him.  (See  the 
note  on  hake  viiu  39+} 

20  Accordingly  the  healed  man  obeyed  Ch  rift’s  com* 
maud,  and  in  a  tranfpoxt  of  gratitude  and  joy  fpreid 
the  repon  of  his  power  and  mercy  toward  him  in  all  the 
towns  and  villages  of  DccapoHt  t ;  and  all  the  .people 
in  tbofe  parts,  knowing  what  this  man  had  been)  and 
feeing  what  a  happy  change  was  made  upon  bim,  eafily 
credited  his  account,  and  were  aftooifhed  at  the  power 
oE  Jefiis,  who  bad  e.tcrclfed  fuch  authority  over  devils, 
amt  wrought  fuch  a  furprifmg  deliverance  for  him. 

21  In  the  mean  while,  Jcfus  having  crofted  the  fea  of 
Galilee  back  again  in  the  boat,  and  landed  on  the  weft* 
ern  (bore,  abundance  of  people,  Sr  bo  waited  for  tidings 
of  his  return-,  flocked  about  him  when  they  found  him 
by  the  fea-fide. 

21  And,  ohftTvea  moft  remarkable  occurrence!  Soon 
^fter  this,  there  came  a  perfon  of  coafiderable  figure 
and  authority  among  the  Jews^  whofe  name  was  Jairm^ 
o tie  of  the  rulers  of  their  fynagoguc,  (fee,  the  note  on 
Mat,  ix+  j8.);  and  when  he  few  JefuS)  he  kneeled  down, 
proitraiing  him  felt'  at  bis  feet,  in  a  pofture  of  great  hu¬ 
mility  and  reverence,  to  teftify  his  faith  in  him, 

23  Arid  earncfUy  in  treated  him,  faying.  My  young 
daughter  lies  dangeroufly  tick,  if  not  already  dead,  at 
my  houfe;  I  humbly  beg  your  companion  on  her  be* 
half;  for  I  verily  believe,  that,  if  you  would  pJeafe  to 
go  borne  yrith  me,  and  but  touch  her,  fhe  would  cer¬ 
tainly  be  reftored  to  health,  how  defperate  foever  her 
cafe  now  may  be* 

24  And  though  there  was  wrakuefs  in  this  faith, 
which  intimated  as  if  our  Lord  could  not  have  cured 
her  without  going  and  laying  his  hand  upon  her;  yet, 
as  he  knew  it  to  be  fmetre,  he,  for  its  further  encou* 
rage  mem,  readily  went  along  with  this  tuler,  being  at¬ 
tended  with  "his  difciples,  and  vaft  crowds  of  people, 
wbo  prefled  upon  bim  on  aft  (ides  from  tbe  eagtrmrlsof 

their 

N  o  T.  K. 

f  Dccapetit  w*s  a  country  containing  ten  ricicf,  which  chiefly  Lnlubitcd  by  :hc 

v entile >  and  of  which  Ofldtra  was  one. 


£  t  And.  tfhfl* 
Jcfus  was  pafUxl 
oV*t»{(i'A  byflitp 
unto  the  other 
tide,  much  peo¬ 
ple  gtihcrnl  onto 

him  t  and  he  was 
nigh  UDtfttheftt. 
x*  And  behold, 

there  comcth  otic 
of  the  rulers  of 
the  fyna^ugue  , 
Jairaj  ^  rjwt ; 

and  when  he  faw 
him  t  lie  telUt  bis 

f i*ti 

*3  And  be* 
{might  great¬ 
ly.  %iugt  My 
link  daughter 
iiefh  it  the  putai 
of  dcalb  ;  I  fnif 
/Vr,  com  <f  and  la  y 
thjfhandr  on  her, 

thii  fhe  any  be 

healed  j  atvl  ihc 
flutl  live, 

)4  And  Jtfui 
vent  with  him  ; 
and mudj  people 
followed  hiui  1  and 
thronged  hiuu 


2f>4 


XJ  And  a  cer¬ 
tain  VI  POttf)  which 
bd  an  ifluc  of 
Llood  twelve 


The  Etocmgelifl  Make  paropbrafed.  Ch,  v. 

their  defire  to  fee  the  event. 

25,  26.  Now  among  thefe  there  was  a  woman  who 
had  been  grievoufly  aifiitted  for  twelve  years  paftwitb 
a  dangerous  difeharge  of  Wood,  and  had  tried  all  pof- 
fible  means  ttnhin  her  reach  for  a  cure;  in  fo  much 
that  (he  bad  gbne through  tedious  courfcs  of  phyfic,  and 
reduced  lierfclf  to  poverty  by  the  great  expence;  but  all 
to  no  good  putpofe,  (he  (till  growing  rather  woife  than 
better.  ^ 

27  She  therefore,  defpairiir£  of  all  other  relief,  and 
heating  much  of  the  mighty  power  and  gooduefc  of 
ChiHt,  got  imo  the  crowd,  next  to  him,  ainong-thofe 
that  followed  him;  and  being  too  model!  to  mention 
her  cafe,  the  privately  put  her  hand  out  and  touched 
his  clothes. 

28  For  fiich  was  her  faith,  that  (be  thought  within 
herfelf.  If  I  can  but  get  near  enough  to  touch  his  gar* 
ment,  though  it  be  only  its  utmoit  border,  I  (hall  as 
certainly  be  healed  of  this  difeafe  as  'others  have  been 
of  theirs. 

ig  And  her  faith  and  hope  were  fully  anfwercd : 
For  (he  no  fooner  had  done  this,  but  a, miraculous  al¬ 
teration  was  made  upon  her  at  once ;  and,  from  that 
very  moment,  (he  fenfibly  found  herfelf  to  be  as  perfect¬ 
ly  cured  of  her  diftemper  as  if  fhe  had  never  ailed  any 
thing  at  all, 

30  In  this  manner  Ihe  was  healed  without  the  privity 
of  any  of  the  people  about  her,  and  (he  thought  that  no 
notice  would  have  been  taken- of  it :  But  as  our  Lord 
himfelf  knew,  what  he  had  done,  by  f  a  free  emanation 
of  that  divine  power  which  he  had  in  himfelf  and  could 
rxert  whenever  and  in  what  way  he  pleated;  fo  he 
thought  proper  to  difeover  it,  for  the  manifestation  of 
his  own  and  his  Father's  gloiy,  and'  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  not  only  of  this  woman's,  burlikewiCe  of  Jainu’s 
faith,  who  was  then  with  him ;  and,  in  qrder  there* 
unto,  he  turned  round  in  the  crowd  to  look  behind  him, 
and  a  Iked,  Who  it  was  that  bad  touched  his  garment  - 
meaning,  with  a  dcGgn  of  getting  a  cure  from  him. 

3 1  His  difciples,  not  underfunding  his  drift,  were 
furprifed  at  this  quettion ;  and  replied  with  too  much 

*  pert* 

T  E. 

T  “ 

■icft  apd  health  :  But  Tefns,  God,  had 
Jiowr  tefsiiiog  in  u-hidt  he  could 

exert  at  plorfurc,  and  by  which  alone  be 
emtid  heil  all  {bps  of  diteafes  and  chaic 
viiy  fiery  uucIud  I'pirit  1  his  ditpofidfing 

.  . -  *y* -  of  which  rtiay  he  rrc  toned  among  ihc  tiucs 

tbis  be  litid  of  any,  but  of  the  ■nvervign  lw  vitnirht  Uy  the  virtue  tlnit  vv*  (?; 

ol  lift  Jtnd  Sijd  oi  iivk-  !.«?.  X.tJv  vi.  1$, 


xG  ArdhartfuC- 
fiTod  m-iiiy  things 

of  many  phyu* 
ciuif  ,  and  had 
Jpciu  all  that  the 
hid,  and  was  no¬ 
thing  bettered  t 
but  mhtr  grew 
voric, 

17  When  (he 
had  heard  of  Je- 
lus,  C-me  in  ihc 
prr£i  behind,  and 
touched  hit  gar¬ 
ment. 

iH  yoriheiauf, 
If  )  mjy  loach 
hut  his  clothes,  £ 
Jhidl  he  whale. 


igAnd  ftraight- 
way  the  fount? in 
✓  f  her  blood  was 
dried  up  i  and 
fhc  fdi  in  her  bn* 

oy  that  fhe  wu 
healed  of  dial 
pbgne. 

30  And  Jc  * 
fui  immediately 
knowing  in  him- 
iiif,  that  virtue 
had  gone  nut  of 
’him,  turned  him 
about  in  the  preft, 
ar.H  fsit],  Who 
touched  my 
clothes  l 


31  Anrlhudi- 
■p  * 

ft  Spies  laid  unto 

him, 
*  * 


NO 

t  It  is  never  f*id  of  the  as  jt  U 

Iwn:,  and  Jjrl*  vi.  ip.  vtfi,  $$.  dt  Of  oiif 
lrJo|-d,  that  {ivtiifit;}  power  or  virtue  vtlU 
rnit  of  them  for  healing  ;  They  on  the  run- 
dilcblmed  it,  afcribing  the  entire  vlii- 
*%cy  to  C  brill,  jilt  itu  ia,  id.  Nor  could 

.  t  “  A  ^  "*  i  /■  ■  .  ^  ■  ji  a 
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Mm,  Thou  fo-fV  pertnefs,  How  can  it  be  otherwife,  whil;},  as  chon  fcelt, 

lhe  £re“(  cro’wd  is  Puffing  upon  *«e  on  every  tide  ? 
and  frycA  tbou'  .Strange!  that  in  filch  circumftances  thou  fliOuMcft  fay, 
WbatoiKkednw?  'Who  touched  me? 

J*  And  he  j-j  Howevef,  Jcftts,  taking  no, notice'of  f heir  amaze- 

bmK^to^'fce'* her  mMlt  ai  **»  continued  looking  about  among  them  that 
that  had  done  were  near  him,  like  one  tint  would  fee  what  might  oc- 
tUis  tiling.  cur  t0  di  fcover  the  perfen  who  as  he  faid  had  touched 

his  dothes. 


33  Bait  he  wo- 
mao  lowing  and 
ran  Ming,  too  w* 

iug  what  wi* 
done  in  her,  cime 
and  fell  down  be* 
fort  him,  indtold 
Um  all  the  truth. 


14  And  he  fttd 
mu  q  her,  jUaugh- 
tcrtthy  frith  hath 
jnadethte  whole; 

}jo  in  peice,  and 
ie  whole  of  thy 
pltne, 


3!  While  he 
yet  ipake,  there 
cumc  liom  the  n> 
Jci  of  the  lyna- 
gngUt’s  hsitfi  Gcr- 

Ubh  which  laid. 
Thy  danghcer  U 
dcul;  why  trou¬ 
ble!}  Uwu  the 
id  after  any  fur¬ 
ther  i 

3d  Asfoon  as 
jduf  heard  the 
word  that  vi» 
fpoken,  he  faith 
unto  the  ruler  of 
the  fynagogue , 
Be.  not  atrud,  on¬ 
ly  Wint. 

37  Andhcfuf- 
fered  no  man  to 
follow  him,  fave 
Pczer, and  James, 
and  John,  the 
brother  of  James. 


33  Hereupon  the  poor  woman  being,  cenfeious  of 
what  lhe  had  done,  and  of  what  a  wonderful  cure  file 
had  received,  and  finding  rhat  it  would  be  in  vain  for 
her  . to  think  of  hiding  it.  any  longer,  was  afraid  that 
(he  had  prefumed  coo  far,  and  that  Chrift  was  angry 
with  her,  either  for  taking  u  wrong  method  of  obtain* 
ing  her  cure,  br  for  endeavouring  afterwards  to  conceal 
it  $  and  therefore  (he  came  wkb  a  trembling  heart  be¬ 
fore  Him  who  could  as  eafily  kill  as  five  alive  $  and 
humbly  proftrating  berfelf  at  his  feet,  openly  declared 
the  whole  affair,  juft  as  ic  was,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the 
people*  *■ 

34  And  Jefus  as  openly  encouraged  and  comforted 
her,  faying,  Thou  daughter  of  Abraham^  and  child  of 
God,  tny  faith  has  honoured  me,  and  I  both  have  and 
will  put  an  honour  upon  it ;  thou  art  blotted,  and  art 
welcome  to  the  mercy  thou  haft  found  ;  go  home  as  one 
made  glad  with  God’s  falvauon,  and  be  allured  that  thy 
diftemper  (hall  never  return  upon  thee  more. 

35  Whilft  our  Lord  was  fpcaking  thefe  words,  there 
'  came  fome  meffengers  from  Jaibs* s  houfe,  to  let  him 

know  that  bis  daughter  was  actually  dCadj;  and  that 


thither  to  do  any  thing  for  his  child* 

36  Jefus,  perceiving  that- at  this  meflage  the  tender 
father  was  mightily  grieved  and  difeouraged,  fpoke 
comfortably  to  him,  faying.  Do  not  give  way  to  di- 
ftrcfiiitg  and  defpairing  thoughts  nr  theie  melancholy 
tidings  5  only  believe  in  my  power  and  goodnefs,  that  I 
am  able  And  ready  to  raife  your  daughter  even  from  the 
dead,  and  it  (hall  oe  Unto  you  according  to  your  faith* 
yj  Then,  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  fecking  his  own 
honour,  he  ordered  that  none  of  the  multitude,  nor  e 
veo  of  his  own  difciples,  Ihould  go  with  him  into  the 
houfe,  excepting  Peter,  James,  and  John,  that  by  thofe 
three  witnettes  the  truth  of  the  miracle  he  was  goingto 
work  might  be  fufficiently  teftifiedj  but,  together  with 
thefe^  he  admitted  the  father  and  mother  or  the  young 


s  66 


38  AnH  he  co¬ 
met  It  to  the  hoy  ft 
of  the  rater  of  the 

ftnagoguo-t  and 
fc cth  the  tumuli, 
and  them  that 
urcpt  and  rated 
frailly* 


}q  And  when 
be  wis  come  in* 

he  faith  unio 
them!  Why  mate 
ye  this  ado,  and 
weep  ?  the  Ham- 
&lr*  not  dcad'bnt 
flapeth . 

40  And  they 
b'tjf’hcd  him  to 
foorn  ;  hot  when 
be  had  put  them 
all  nut,  he  caketh 
the  father  end  the 
mother  of  the 
danilH*  and  them 
that,  were  with 
him,  and  enter* 
cth  in  u  licrc  the 
damftl  was  lying* 
4t  And  he  took 
the  dafafelbythe 
hand ,  and  frid 
tjnto  her,  Tdulu 
cumi;  which  it, 
being  interpret  ~ 
edtDamiel,(Ifay 
untothet,)  arili* 
4a  And  ftraight- 
uay  the  damfel 
ande,  and  walk¬ 
ed;  for  ibe 
tf  ibt  agt  of  twelve 
year*  l  and 'they 
were  vltaoifHcd 
with  1  great  afto- 
nilbmenu 
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damfel  to  be  prefentj  who  were  moft  concerned  in  the 
affair,  (ver.  40.)  . 

38-  And,  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  hdnie,  he  found 
a  company  of  mourning  friends,  neighbours,  and  rela¬ 
tions,  gathered  together ;  and  fome  playing  difmal  tunes 
upon  mufical  inftruments,  (Mat.  ix. ,  13.)  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  ihofe  days  on  fuch  occafions,  (which  took 
its  rife  from  the  Heathens,  and  was  defigned  to  excite 
dolorous  paffions,)  with  weeping  and  bitter  lamentation 
for  the  death  of  this  young  perlon. 

39  But  Jefus,  obferving  this,  -  faid,  'What  means  this 
tumultuous  nolle  and  cxceffive  lamentation  ?  The  yonng 
creature  is  not,  as  ye  imagine,  fo  dead  as  not  to  revive  ; 
but  is  like  one  fallen  into  a  flats  of  indelibility  and  reft, 
out  of  which  fhc  (hall  immediately  awake  again. 

40  At.this  their  mourning  was  turned  into  a  fcorn- 
ful  laughter,  as  if  he  talked  like  a. weak  or  delirious  per- 
Ion,  they  being  all  fully  GrtisGed  that  die  was  really 
dead;  Howercr,’  he,  taking  no  noriceof  their  jeers,  or¬ 
dered  the  room  where  the  yonng  virgin  lay  to  be  clear' 
ed  of  all  the  company  of  fcorners  ;  and  thereupon  went 
into  it,  with  only  her  father  and  mother,  and  the  three 
difciples  before -mentioned! 

41  And,  in  the  -prefence  of  all  thefe,  he  went  up, 
and,  taking  hold  of  her  hand,  fpoketoher,  with  an  air 
of  divine  majefty  and  fovereign  authority,  in  words  of 
the  Syriac  language,  which  were  well  known  to  ftgnify, 
Taung  vcmaa,  arije . 

41  He  fpake,  and  it  was  done;  divine  power  wait 
forth  with  his  words;  and  ini  mediately,  her  foul  re¬ 
turning  into  her  body,  fhe  got  up,  and,  to  (hew  that 
(he  was  not  only  redo  red  to  life,  hut  likewife  to  perfect 
health  and  ftrength  in  tbatinftant,  (he  walked  about  the 
room ;  for  (he  was  Co  far  advanced  in  age  as  to  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  this,  being  about  twelve  years  old;  And  ber 
parents,  being  eye-witneifes  of  all  this,  were  exceedingly 
affefted  with,  and  amazed  at,  the  greauiefe  of  fo  mira¬ 
culous  a  favour. 


4}  And  he  43  Then,  having  ordered  diem  to  give  her  proper 

driiir1  thai'no  for  the  further  fuftenance  of  that  life  which  he 

mm  ihoold  know-  had  reftored,  to  (hew  that  (he  dill  retained  animal  na- 
h  ->  and  com  -  rure ;  be  ftrictly  forbad  their  divulging  this  miracle,  that 

™.ShL (hJlsj  he  mi«ht  avoid  evefy  appearance  of  vain -glory,  might 
he  given  her  to  prevent  too  great  a  refort  of  .people  to  him,  and  might 
Mr-  -  not  enrage  the  feribes  and  Pharifecs  againft  him ;  the 

'  time  for  his  death,  and  for  the  full  manifeftation  of  his 

glory,  being  not  yet  come. '  But  it  could  not  he  con¬ 
cealed;  (Mat.ix.i6.) 


Pans- 
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■ 

■  "  ■> 

rec6ll  ecti  on  s. 

■  ■ 

What  a  cruel  tyrant  ta  Satan  overall  hi*  laiHite !  how  tormenting  to  thm,  and 
how  unwilling  to  quit  his  hold  of  them !  And  yet  how  unable  to  ftawl  before  the 
power  of  our  blrficd  Loril,  whenever  be  ccmtt  to  dethrone  him  *  The  Saviour** 
compaflion  ia  ai  great  a$  the  devil's  malice  b  impUcnble;  and  ytt  he  foT retimes 
fulfes  that  miicbievous  enemy  of  mankind  io  exert  his  furious  rage  ajjamft  mir 
per&ntt  or  property,  for  the  trial  of  mt  lore  and  obedience,  or  for  tbt  pum/h- 
ment  of  our  imqmtk-3.  But  how  great  to  their  wickeduefs  aud  folly  who  prefer 
any  fecular  intervjts-  to  him,  and  who  for  their  inordinate  love  to  t ht-  world  de* 
fire  him  to  depart' from  Thetis  If  he  takes  them  at  their  word,  how  dafrnrd  is  the 
confcqacncel  Hut  while  fopienjeft  hUn,  he  will- find  out  others  to  receive  him! 
and  when  be  withdraws  from  his  own  people,  it  is  hut  fora  fcafoni  He  wilt  fare- 
ly  return  again*  and  honour  the  faitb  that  honours  him;  aud  whatforver  difficob 
ties  Qr  lnfinmties  attend  thdr  trtitt  in  bim>  he  is  ready  to  r&eourage  and  relieve  it* 
He  hcafoby  bis  own  divine  pttwrr,  which  tffides  in  bimfelf;  ai;d  comforts  thole 
whom  he  heals?  And  if  TiU  mighty  act*  are  fomr times  to  be  only  the  fubieds  of 
private  admiration  and  pvaife;  yet  how  cheerfully  fhoidti  t!i*y  be  proclaimed* 
whatever  it  may  be  maftfcafQnabk,  and  fublcrvicnt  to  his  own  and  hi*  Faille  Pt 
ghrt-y ,  and  to  the  good  of  others,  ^ 


■  1 

C  H  A  V ♦  VI, 


Jrfiif  bring  contemned  by  his  own  countrymen  for  the  meannefs  of  his  pa* 
rent  age  ^  works  bus  few  miracles  among  them >  I, — 6*  He  fends  forth 
twelve-  apoft  let  t  7*— 13-  The  opinion  of  Herod  and  others  concern - 
ing  him^  14, — >i&.  The  cccafion  and  manner  of  John  the  Bap  till' s 
death)  17,— 29*  The  apojilcs  return  to  Jefiis s  and  give  an  account 
if  the  fuccefs  of  their  mini(iry%  30, — 34-  He  feeds  five  thou f and 
with  five  loaves  and  two  fijhe$i-  3 5,^44 ■  Walks  on-  the  fea,  '45,— 
52.  An<}  hca.li  all  that  touch  hint,  53, — 56. 


Tut, 


AN D  he  went 
oat  from 


tlicact,  and  ci  me 

into  hUovrncosn- 

iry;  and  fiu  dil- 
dpbttbUovhiiik. 


Paraphrase. 

•\TT  Hen  oar  I46KI  had  wrought  tbe  forementioned 
^  miracles,  he  returned  to  the  city  of  Nazareth  in 
Galilei)  the  place  of  his  conception  and  education*  where 
many  of  his  acquaintance  and  relations  (till  redded;  and 
■  took  his  difciples  along  with  him  thither. 


%  And  when 
the  Jabbatb-day 

wit  toti^  hi  td- 

pn  la  teach  in  the 
fyQajjgggue;  and 
many  r  r  h  wring 
kmt  trheye  arto- 
flitbtd,  faying, 
From  «buici 
hath  thif  man 

a 

fhtfe  things?  and 
vhac  aiwcffi  if 
this  which  h  gi* 
vco  piuo  him, 

that  mar  fuck 

mighty  works  ate 
wrought  by  his 

4uttids  ? 

3  Is  oot  this 

the 

■ 


2  And  therej  upon  the  fitft. return  of  the  fabbath*  he 
repairing,  according  to  his  cultont)  to  their  Hated  place 
of  public  worfhip*  explained  the  law  and  die  prophets 
to  tbe  people)  and  difeourfed  about  the  things  of  his 
kingdom ;  and  this  he  did  with  fnch  wifdom  and  au¬ 
thority,  that  many  of  them  were  exceedingly  amazed* 
and  could  not  forbear  difeovering  it*  faying*  Hew  is  it 
poflible*  that  a  man  of  his  low  life  and  education  (hould 
preach  at  this  rate*  and  do  the  things  he  talks  of?  How 
furpriGng  is  it,  that  he  iliould  be  mailer  of  fo  much 
knowledge -and  elocution)  and  that  fuch  remarkable  mi¬ 
racles  Ihould  be  performed  by  him  in  confirmation  of 

his  do&rine!- 

+ 

■  3  Is  he  not  the  fon  of  one  Joftpht  who  is  known  to 

have 


3 

t)ir  carp«nl(f ,  ttws 
fon  of  Mary,  thu 
brother  of  Jatfurs 
and  Jofci,  and  of 
juri&and  Sitnon  ? 
and  kc  nut  th 
fi^vi's  iKi's  ‘A’Uii 
UF?  .-nithcy  win 

*dL.;ded  at  him* 


4  But  JcfilS  {aid 
onto  thim  ,  A 
prophet  is  nor 
without  honour, 
but  In  hU  Otfft 
country,  and  a* 
ftoug  bin  o«n 
kin,  and  in  hii 
•va  hooft  * 


h 

S  And  He  con  Id 
tHcit  do  no  migh¬ 
ty  work,  favrthiit 
be  hU  hh  handt 
upon  a  few  (ick 
f>lkT  and  healed 
them. 


Atidhenur- 
veiled  htcaitfe  of 
their  .  ou belief  * 
And  he'  went 
round  about  the 
village*,  teaching. 

■ 

■  4 

7  And  he  Call* 
eth  unto  him  the 
twelve,  and  He¬ 
flin  to  fend  thenr 
forth  by  two  and 

two  ; 


The  Evange&Jl  Mark  paraphrafcd .  Ch.  vi. 

hare  been  only  a  poor  carpenter  in  this  town?  And  did 
not  be  himfdf,  for  many  years,  work  at  his  Father's 
trkle  ?  (See  the  note  on  Luke  ii.  ^r.)  Was  not  Mary 
1)»  mother  ?  "Were  not  James  and  Jofes,  Judas  and  Si- 
mart,  ail  mean  and  obfeure  people,  his  chief  relations  i 
And  are  not  fome  of  his  neared  female  kindred  poor 
women,  who  are  ftili  living  in  low  circunj  fiances  a- 
monglf  us  ?  (See  the  note  on  Mat,  xii.  4 6.)  And  their 
.  prejudices  arofe  lb  high,  that  they  defpifed  him ;  and, 
difdaimng  to  be  his  diJbipies,  were  afliamed  to  own  him. 

4  But,  in  anfwer  to  their  offence  at  him  on  thefe  ac- 
counts,  Jefus  told  them,  that  a  fort  of  proverbial  faying 
was  then  plainly  verified  with  regard  to  him,  viz.  That 
a  teacher  lent  of  God  is  ordinarily  more  honoured  and 
hetter  received  among  fuch  as  never  knew  him  before, 
than  amongft  his  own  townfmen  and  old  acquaintance, 
kindred  and  family,  who,  under  the  power  of  envy, 
are  apt  to  foTm  their  judgment- of  him,  not  hy  his  real 
worth  and  the  excellence  or  his  life  and  do&rinc,  hut 
by  worldly  confederations  of  his  perfon  'and  parentage, 
and  hy  the  meaner  appearances  he  formerly  made  in 
private  life. 

5  And  therefore,  tho’,  if  he  pleafed,  he  could  have 
worked  as  many  miracles  at  this  place  as  ar  any  ocher ; 
yet  he  had  no  ordinate  or  moral  power  for  it ;  lie  jud¬ 
ging  it  ahfolutdy  unfit  to  throwaway  his  miracles  upon 
thofe  whofsr  obftinate  perverfeneffl  would  turn  them  into 
arguments  of  greater  enmity  and  envy  a  gain  ft  him,  as 
well  as  into  higher  aggravations  of  their  own  guilt  and 
condemnation.  f'iev»nhdefshe' cured  a  few  lick  people 
that  were  brought  to  him  and  had  faith  to  be  healed,  hy 
only  laying  his  hands  upon  them 5  which  was  fufficiem 
to  confirm  his  doctrine,  to*  leave  that  people  without 
excufe,  and  to  (hew  them  what  greater  benefits  they  loft 
by  their  contempt  of  him. 

6  Then,  he  removed  from  Nazareth ,  like  one  greatly 
amized  at  their  obftinacy  in  rejecting  both  him  ana 
their  own  mercy  merely  on' account  of  the  meannefs  of 
his  family ;  and,  taking  a  circuit  through  other  parts  of 
Galilee,  he  preached  in  all  the  little  country- towns  and 
villages  there,  where  he  had  been  lefs  known. 

7  About  this  time,  Jefus,  defigning  by  degrees  to 
fpread  his  gofpel  in  feverai  places  where  he  could  not 
go  in  perfon  to  preach  it,  called  together  the  twelve, 
whom  he  before  had  chofen  to  be  bis  apofUes,  (chap, 
iii.  1, 4,  ire.)  and  began  to  employ  them,  fending  them 
out  hy  pairs  to  preach  in  the  cities  of  Judea,  that  their 
teftimony  might  have  the  more  weight,'  and  that  they 
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two;  Uhl  give 
them  power  owr 
unclean  (pilic* ; 
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3  And  (vm- 
iMtidd  then  that 
tbcf  thcmld  ttfct 
nothing  for  tbejr 
jouxnry  ,  fi.v*  « 
Jtif  only  ;  no 
fnip,  no  bread, 
no  money  in  their 
purie ; 

p  Cut  be  (bod 
with  iandsls  % 
and  not  put  on 

t  wo  COOK. 


to  And  he  (aid 
unto  them,  In 
what  place  roarer 
ye  enter  into  an 
hoot,  there  abide 

till  yedepartfrom 

ihjt  phcc. 


vi  And-  vho- 
fo*w  Cull  iiot 
ttcrirc  yon*  nor 
hear  you,  when 
ye  depart  thence* 
ibahc  off  the  duft 
under  y6ur  feet* 
for  a  tefKtnony  a* 
gaioft  them.  Ve¬ 
rily  1  hy  unto 
you,  It  mall  be 
more  tolerable  for 

r* 

Sodom  and  Go* 
morrahintbeday 

ofjydgmcftr,tKan 

for  that  city. 


might  mutually  affift  anti  encourage  one  another  in' their 
work ;  And,  lor  the  confirmation  of  their  doftriiie,  he 
conferred  upon  them  a  power  of  working  miracles,  *ve q 
to  the  caffing  of  devils  out  o£  poftdfcd  perfons, 

8,  9-, And  to  the  inftru&ions  which  he  gave  hi*  a- 
poftles  about  the  do&rines  they  ftiould  preach,  he  added 
others  i dating  to-  their  behaviour;  expre&iy  ordering, 
that  they  lhquld  make  no  provifion  for  their  fuflenance 
or  defence  in  their  journey ;  nor  incumber  themfclves 
with,  or  be-  anxious  about,  victuals,  oi  clorhvs,  or  even 

money  to  defray  their  .expence;  but  that  they  (hould  fee 
out,  juft  as  they  were,  with  pnly  one  walking  ftaff,  one 
coati  and  one  pair  of  Ibocs  or  famlals  ;  thereby  intima¬ 
ting,  that.their  prefent  progrefo  would  be  but  Yor  a  little 
while,  chat  the  labourer  is  worthy  of  bis  hire,  that  God 
would  raife  them  friends  in  his  providence  for  all  need¬ 
ful  fupplies,  and  that  they  were  to  live  by  faith  upon 
him  for  it. 

10  He  likewife  fold  to  them,  Whenever  ye  go  into 
any  city  or  town  to  preach  my  gofpel,  and  (hall  meet 
with  an  agreeable  family  that  is  willing  to  hear  your 
words  and  give  you  proper  entertainment;  fix  your 
quarters  there,  without  lifting  them,  till  ye  leave  its 
neighbourhood,  that  ye  may  not  put  any  damp  upon  the 
affection  of  your  friends,  nor  feem  to  be  whim  £  cal,  or 
to  want  to  pamper  jenfual  appetites* 

11  And  if  ye  go  to  any  place  where  the  people  will 
neither  admit  you  into  their  houfes,  nor  regard  the  mef- 
fage  of  falvation  with  which  I  fend  you,  withdraw  from 
thence  to  Tome  other  town ;  and,  at  your  departure 
from  them,  fhake  oft  the  duft  of  your  feet,  as  a  figual 
of  the  abhorrence  which  God  and  ye  yourfelves  have  of 
their  provoking  obftinacy  and  infidelity,  and  as  an  in- 
'rim  at  ion  that  they  deferre  to  be  trodden  under  foot,  and 
that  ye  will  take  no  further  pains  with  them,  but  lcave 
them  to  bis  ftrifk  and  righteous  judgment:  (Seethe 
note  on  Luke  ix-  y.)  I  aflu redly  tell  you,  that  the  punifli- 
merit  of  the  fioners  in  fuch  a  cown  or  city  (hall  be  more 
abundantly  fevere,  in  the  great  day  of  account,  than 
that  which  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  fuffered  when  God  rain* 


cd  fire  and  brimftone  from  heaven  upon  them  to  con- 
fume  them,  or  than  that  which  the  wicked  inhabitants 
of  thofc  ancient  cities  (hall  fufter  at  the  final  judgment ; 
in  as  much  as  thefc  fin  againft  greater  fight,  and  mercies, 
and  obligations,  than  they  did. 

ix  And  they  12  With  thefe  directions  and  powers  the  apoftles 
out  »nd  ^ent  forth,  two  and  two,  to  execute  their  Lord's  com- 
*nach'  million  j  and,  wherever  they  came,  they  preached  upon 

ilu 
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preach*!  *  that 
mm  ihuuld  re¬ 
peat* 


ij  And  they 
ragout  manydc* 
Tils,  end  anoint¬ 
ed  with  oft  many 
thtt  were  fick, 
atkd  healed  them* 


14  And  king 
Hmid  heard  cf 
Aim  /  (for  .  hu 
name  wa«  fpreari 
abroad  t)  and  he 
fold,  Thai  John 
the  Baptifl  was 
riftn  from  the 
tlcjdf  and  there¬ 
to  e  m  igh  ly  works 
do  fltfvr  forth 


him* 


x  S  Others  fold} 
That  » ii  Eliu* 
And  others  (aid, 
Thai  it  is  4  pro¬ 
phet,  nr  as  one 
of  the  prophets* 


id  But  when  He¬ 
re  d  heard  there* 
•/i  he  fold,  It  Is 
lohn  *  Wni  f  he- 
headed  ;  he  is  n- 


17  For  Herod 
himfeif  had  lent 
forth  and  Uhl 
Jioid  ujyni  John,' 
and  bound  him 
in  prifon  for  He- 
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the  natorej  the  neceflity,  and  the  mo  tires  of- repentance, 
with  reference  to,  and  by 'arguments  taken  from,  the 
bleffings  of  the  MeGiah’s  kingdom}  which  was  juft  ready 

to  appear  among  them. 

13  And,  to  prove  tbe  divine  authority  of  tbeir  com- 

million,  they  cult  out  great  numbers  of  devils  in  Ch  rift’s 
name,  and  miraculoufly  cured  many  perfons  that  were 
afflitled  with  various  kinds  of  dlfeafes,  uling  only  a- 
noinring  with  oil,  as. an  external  fymbol,  and  as  an  or¬ 
dinance  for  the  faith  of  them  that  were  healed  f. 

14  The  apofties  doing  alt  thefe  things  in  the  name 
of  Jefus,  fpread  his  fame  with  increafing  hooouc,  till  at 
length  it  reached  the  ears  of  Hind  the  tetrarch ;  (fee 
the  note  on  Mat.  xiv.  1.) :  And  when  he  came  to  hear 
of  the  mighty  works  that  were  done  by  Jefus  and  by  his 
difciples,  ne  was  (truck  with  great  furprife  and  terror, 
faying,  under  a  contcionfnefs  of  guilt.  Surely  this  is 
that  great  prophet  and  holy  man  John  the  Bapiijl,  whom 
I  wickedly  put  to  death,  and  whom  God  has  righteoufly 
reftored  toJife;  and  therefore  thefe  wonderful  works 
are  wrought  by  him,  to  prove  his  innocence  and  his 
divine  million,  and  to  bring  vengeance  upon  me  for 
beheading  him. 

15  Others  bad  different  opinions  about  him :  Some 
fitppofed  him  to  be  Elijah  the  Tijbhite,  whom  the  Jews, 
milled  by  ami  (taken  notion,  of  a  prophecy  is  Malachi 

5,  expected  to  appear  juft  before  the  coming  of  the 
Me  in  ah ;  others  took  him  to  be  one  of  the  ancient  pro¬ 
phets,  raifed  again  from  rhe.deid;  and  others  thought 
he  was  feme  new  prophet  fetit  of  God,  like  tbofeofold. 

16  But,  whatfoever  were  their  various  cOnje£tures 
concerning  him,  Herod,  wbofe  guilty  coufcience  need¬ 
ed  no  accufer,  could  not  be  teat  out  of  it,  but  that  John 
fhe  Rnptift,  whom,  he  had  murdered,  was  railed  from 
the  dead,  and  that  it  was  he  who  appeared  with  fo  much 
reputation  and  power  among  the  people. 

17  For  Herod,  a  good  While  before  this,  (fee  the 
note  on  Mat.  xiv.  6.)  had  ordered  John  to  he  taken  up, 
committed  to  jail,  and  loaded'  With  iroi^,  till  at  length 
he  put  him  to  death  ;  all  which  was  done,  in  a  way  of 
revenge  upon  him,  for  the  cenfure  he  had  paJTed  upon 

Herod s 

T  B. 

fH  with  it*  their  health-  fcoirid  be  reftored  : 
And  this  lliews  the  vanity  of  Ptpjjb  pvctcii- 
ors  to  1  he  ft  crimen  t  pf  extreme  which 

they  ate  for  ihc  rcftiifimn  uf  the  15 05  of  dy- 
iag  pcrfois,  that  their  fools  may  be  ft ved  in 
the  world  they  arc  {pi  tag  to ;  wittiest  the  a* 
poftLreuftd  it  only  ai  a  Signal  ofteft»in£ 
the  iidt  t-j  hcJih. 


jy. 


HO 

f  Anointing  with  oil  was  nfed  by  the  aj» 
not  as  mean*  of  baling;  for  then  the 
nwes  would  not  have  been  miraculous,  at 
thefe  evidently  were  :  But  oil  bdnga  koown 
fymbol  of  health  and  j**y,  the  opddlrr  ufod 
it  in  the  name  $f  *bt  Lsrdy  (Jam*  v.  14,)  as 
in  e%ievL'.al  fisn  of  wbt  he  would  do,  in 
tbit,  ti  ccrtaijily^f  iirtir  UdU'i  were  i 


t’h.  vi. 


the 


hi 
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fake,  hU 

broker  Fyip'i 
vrife;  for  Jm  Ipd 
nuitiedher. 

i?  For  Joint 
had  find  unto  He- 
rwi*  ft  udqc4»- 
ful  for.  tboe  to 
have  thy  too  * 
tWs  wife.  ■ 
if  Therefore 

Jfcraduf  had  t 

quarrel  ■gain  ft 

him,  tnd  tvootd: 
have  killed  htm, 
but  {he  coqld  not* 

%o  F»  Hfr 
rod  fared  John, 
knowing  that  he 
wu  1  jnft  mm* 
and  an  holy,  asd 

obfcr  Ttd  Hun  i  and* 

when  he  heard 
hiio,  he  did  many 
thingi^aud  heard 
him  gladly* 


11  And  when 

a  convenient  day 
wif  come,'  that 

Hood  on  bis 

birth  *  day  Aide 
■  fhpper  to  his 

lords*  high  tqw 

taioij  m3  chkf 
ctbcei  of  Oati* 
tec: 

ii  And  vhen 
the  dw^httr  of 
the  Aid  Hcradiz? 

came  in *  and 

deneed,  and  pica* 
fed  Herod*  and 
them  that  far  with 
him  ;  the  king 
Bud,  iiatotheduvi- 

fcl*  Aik  of  at 
what  fatter  them 
wilt,  and  I  wBJ 
give  it  thee: 

if  And  he 
fware  onto  her, 
Wh^ifocret  thou 

fhak  atk  of  me,  i 
will  give  .t/  thqc, 

Wtto  die  half  of 
.■nv  kingtlofTh 


Heroes  inceftuous  marriage  with  Herodiat  hisown  bro¬ 
ther  Philip's  wife. 

iS  For  John  had -plainly  and  freely  told  him,  that  it 
was  abfoluteiy  unlawful  for  him  to  take  away  his  bro¬ 
ther's  wife;  and  to  make  her  his  own,  as  he  had  donej 
Philip  hitbfelf  not  being  then  dead,  and  having  had  chil¬ 
dren  by  her.  (See  the  reference  in  Mat.  liv.  *4.) 

19  Heredias  was  fb  highly  incenfed  againft  John  for 
this,  that  (be  prevailed  upon  Herod  fo  far  to  gratify  bis 
own  and  her  refentmenta  as  to  clap  him  up  in  prifon, 
but  could  not  get  him  to  yield  to  her  further  defire  and 
foliatations  for  putting  him  to  death. 

10  For  how  willing  foever  he  might  be  to  pleafe  her, 
and  get  rid  of  Jobn>  be  durft  not  venture  upon  fuch  a 
bold  itroke,  not  only  becanfe  It  might  too  much  incenfe 
the  people,  who  'univerfellv  admired  John  as  an  holy 

'  meflenger  from  God;  but  like  wife  becaufe  his  own  con¬ 
ference  reftrained  him :  For,  from  what  he  himfelf  knew 
of  John,  be  conld  not  but  look  opon  him,  and  have  a 
fecret  veneration  for  him,  as  at  teaft  an  h  on  eft,  pious, 
good  man ;  and  at  times  he  had  heard  him  preach  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  and  had  been  fo  for  influenced 
by  it  as  to  comply  with  many  duties  which  he  inculca¬ 
ted,  though,  his  bean  not  being  effectually  changed, 
he  would  by  no  means  yield  to  his  advice  in  a  cafe  that 
lay  ib  direduy  contrary  to  his  own  lofts. 

11  Howeyer,  Herodiat ,  keeping  this  point  ftill  in 
view,  found  at  length  a  faitable  oppon  unity  to  bring 
about  her  barbarous  defign  in  the  following  manner : 
'TJpon  the  return -of  Heroaa  hirth-day,  he,  according  to 
the  ancient  .cuftam  of  eaftern  kings,  celebrated  ir  with 
feafting  and  public  rejoicings  i  at  which  were  prefent 
the  nobility,  the  chief  office!  s  of  the  army,  and  the 

*  principal  magiftrates  and  counfellors  of  C alike, 

11  And,  on  this  jovial  occafion,  the  daugbter  of  this 
fame-  Herodiat ,  whom  {he  had  by  her  bulband  Philips 
came  into  the  room,  and  danced  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
was  extremely  diverting  to  the  king  and  all  his-guefts; 
and,  being  in  a  merry,  mood,  he  fpoke  to  the  young 
mils,  faying,  I  am  -fo  exceedingly  pleafed  with  you, 
that  I  muft  have  you  aik  fonte  favour  of  me;  and,  what¬ 
ever  it  be, .  I  promife  you,  before  all  this  company,  it 
fliatl-be  granted. 

13  And  ftill  further  toeocourage  her,  and  to  a  flu  re 
her  that  he  was  in  earn  eft,  he  bound  his  promilc  with- 
a  rafli  oath  to-  this  ei)e&»  Whacfoever  your  requeft  may 
be,  1  will  certainly  fulfil  it,  even  to  the  value  of  one 
half  of  my  dominions. 

ij  Upon 


14  Arul  foe  went 
frrth,.  an<[  Paid 
vnt**  Ker  nmikr, 
What  foa.ll  t  aflt  ?  - 
And  ihe  fold /I'he 

he  li  catl  of  John 
the  flajJtiA* 

15  And  (became 
in  ilia  ight  way 
with  hafte  uiuo 
the  king,  and  aik- 
cda  faying*  T  will 
that  thow  g jve  me 
liy  and  hy  in  a 
charger,  the  head 
of  John  Lhc  ildp- 
tift. 

26  And  the 
king  wjb  exceed¬ 
ing  iatry;  jetfo r 
hU  hike, 

end  for  their 
fukes  whieh  lat 
vhh  him  ,  he 
wnnld  ni/l  rfjed 
her* 


t  J  And  imme- 
diiudy  the  king 
Jent  aii  exeeu  * 

tinner*  and  com¬ 
manded  his  head 
to  be  bronchi ; 
and  he  went  and 


beheaded  him  ia 
the  pnfon, 

48  And  brought 
hif  head  ip  act  w  Is- 
gtr,  and  gave  i'r 
to  the  dacnl^l  : 
and-  I  he' L  dam  frl 


epiixitto  her  n»o- 
tkr 

ip  And  when 
hudifcinle*  heard 

vf  \ty  they  came 
and  look  up  his 
cnrpfe,  and  laid 
it  in  a  tomb. 

33  And  the  a- 
peflb  gathered 
ifremicl^cs  loge* 
ther  unto  Jefttf* 
and  inM  him  all 
things,  both  what 
thev  had  done* 


h 

and  ^haUheyhad 

tEUght* 
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■  24  Upon  this,  the  young  Creature,  not  knowing  what 
to  fay,  went  but  of  the  company  to  her  mother,  and  de- 
fired  that  lhc  would  pleafe  to  telLher  what  (he' had  heft 
ait  of  the  king;  ami  her  mother,  finding  (he  had  now 
an  opportunity  to  glut  her  cruel  revenge,,  ordered  her 
to  beg  the  head  of  John  the  BapttjL 

25  Accordingly  tthe, daughter  immediately  returned, 

and  pre  feu  ted  her  petition  to  Herod  the  king,  faying. 
Encouraged  by  your  majefty’s promifc  and  oath,  the 
favour  I  hare  to  nlk  is.  That  you  would  gracioufly  con* 
defeend  now  without  delay,  to  prefent  me  with  the  bead 
of  Jo hn  the,  commanding  it  to  be  ferred  up  to 

me  in  a  diflu 

26  This  was  fucb  a  (hocking  requeft,  efpecially  at  a 
birth  -  n  igb  t  fcaft,  as  the  king  little  expe£tcd;and  he 
was  extremely  troubled  at  bearing  it :  However,  having 
To  publicly  fworn  to  grant  any  petition  file  fhould  pre¬ 
fent,  and  being  afttamed  to  appear  before  the  whole 
court)  either  rafh  in  making,  or  fickle  and  inconilant 
in  not  performing,  his  promifc  and  oath,  he  would  not 
revoke  them  by  rejc£Hng  her;  but  rather  chofe  to  vio- 
late  confcience,  together  with  all  principles  of  true  ho¬ 
nour,  riglueoufaets,  and  goodness,  and  even  of  huma¬ 
nity  itfelf,  than  be  expofed  to  the  contempt  of  perfons, 
wbofe  applaufe  was  really  a  reproach* 

27*  28.  And  therefore,  under  the  power  of  thp  vileft 
paffions,  be,  like  a  merdleft,  arbitrary  tyrant,  ordered 
an  officer  to  go  dire&ly^o  the  prifoo  where  John  was 
confined,  and  to  cot  off  his  head  and  bring,  it  away 
forthwith:  The  officer  accordingly  went,  in  obedience 
to  his  Lord’s  unjuft  and  abfoliite  will,  and  took  off  this 
holy  man’ji  head;  and,  bringing  it\in  a  difh,  prefeoted 
it  to  ;he  young  woman;  and  (lie  immediately  carried  it 
to  her  mother,  who  triumphed  in  her  barbarous  fpite, 
and  f carted  her  eyes  with  the  horrid  fpe&acle. 

29  And  when  Jehu's  difciples  heard  of  this  tragical 
death,  they  came  and  obtained  leave  to  difpofe  of  their 
matter’s  body,,  which  was  left  in  prifon  without  its  bead » 
and  honourably  buried  it  in  a  fepuiclire,  to  teftify  their 
great  refpefl:  to  him,  who  had  fuffered  fuch  public  in¬ 
jury  and  difgrace* 

30  Now,  to  return  from  this  dJgrdKon;  In  a  little 
time  the  twelve  apofttes,  having  executed  their  prefent 
com  in  lift  on*  by  pubjifliing  the  gofpcl  in  the  tow/is  and 
cities  of  Judea ,  came  hack  again  to  Jefus,  and  gave 
him  a  particular  account,  as  every  one  mud  for  himfclf 
at  the  great  Hay,  of  all  *that  they  refpetlivejy  bad  fold 
and  done  in  the  fevtial  places  where  they  bad  been,  and 

of 
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ji  And  he  fati 
Unto  thetu,  Come 
>c  youriclrt*  *- 
part  ifito  i  ddart 
place,  end  r*tt  m 
while:  far  choc 


nun;  cq* 
iuin£  and  going, 
end  ihey  had  on 
lciiiirtfo  much  as 
to  cat* 

31  And  they 
departed  into  a 
drilirt  place  by 
Jhip  privately* 

33  And  the 

people  few  them 

departing  ,  and 

many  hnew  him, 

and  -  ran  a* foot 
thither  out  of  all 
ckici,  and  out* 
went  thtuij  and 
Came  together  on¬ 
to  him* 

34  Addjefu;, 
when  he  came 
out,  £iw  much 
people,  and  was 
moved  with  tom- 
palfiofl  toward 
them  ,  bccaufo 
they  werea*  fheep 
not  having  a  (hep- 
herd :  and  he  be¬ 
gin  to  tcath  them 
many  dungs* 


33  And  when 
the  day  wit  now 
far  fpent,  hu  dif* 
ripla  cane  onto 
him,  mod  Aid, 
This  is  a  deJart 
place,  mod  DOW 
the  time  u  far 
pafleff: 

3d  Send  them 
away,  that  they 
may  go  into  the 
conorry  rdund  i* 
hotat,  and  into  the 
village*,  and  boy 
them&lves  bread  t 
for  they  have  no- 
thing  total* 

If  HcanfWtr* 
ed,  arid  Aid  un¬ 
til  them,  Give  ye 
them  to  cat.  And 

they 


of  what  face  els  they  had  met  with  in  their  fi reaching* 

31  And,  after  they  had  made  their  report*  he  or* 
dered  them  to  retire  with  him,  apart  from  other  com¬ 
pany,  into  a  certain  (blitary  plate,  that  be  might  give 
them  further  inftruAion,  and  that  they  might  reft  and 
refreftk  themfelreS'  for  a  little  time  after  their  late  fa¬ 
tigue  3  for  fuch  crowds  of  people  retorted  to  him  where 
he  then  was*  that  they  could  hardly  get  time  enough  to 
eat  their  nec diary  food* 

32  Accordingly  they  got  into  d  boat,  which  lay  in 
the  lake  of  Gnuttfarttk\  and,  putting  oft*,  they  landed 
in  as  private  a  manner  as  poffihlc  at  a  defart  part  of 
the  country,  near  the  city  of  Betbfnidaf  (Luke  ix.  to.) 

33  But  when  the  people  faw  them  making  ofF,  and 
obfetved  which  way  they  fttefed  their  courfe,  many  of 
them  who  knew  Jefus,  and  guefted  whither  he  was  going, 
fetched  a  compafs  by  land,  and  made  foch  hafte,  that 
they  got  to  the  place  to  which  the  veftel  was  bound  be-> 
tore  he  came  afhorej  and  many  others,  having  heard 
where  he  was,  went  out  of  adjacent  towns  and  cities  to 
meet  him* 

34  When  Jefus  therefore  came  out  of  the  boat*  he 
found  a  va ft  multitude  waiting  for  his  arrival:  And 
tho*  they  thereby  prevented  his  ddirable  retirement  with 
theapoftlesj  he,  according  to  tbegreatnefo  of  his  mercy, 
as  kindly  received  them  as  ufual,  and  took  companion 
upon  them,  becaufe  he  knew  their  ignorance,  wants* 
^nd  dangers,  and  that  many  of  them  were  as  Cheep  de* 
Grous  of  fpiritua!  food  and  guidance,  but  had  no  faithful 
and  able  teachers  among  the  fcribti  and  Phartfnx  to  in- 
ftru&  them ;  and  therefore  he  fee  himfelf  to  acquaint 
them  with  many  things  relating  to  his  kingdom  of  grace 
and  glory,  and  healed  fuch  lick  pertons  as  were  brought 
to  him,  (IicS*  is,  iu) 

35  And  when  he  bad  taken  up  to  much  time  in  thefe 
kind  offices  that  rhe  evening  drew  on  apace,  the  apolUea 
came  up  to  him,  and  taking  notice  that  they  Were  in  a 
looetome  uninhabited  part  oT  the  country,  add  that  day¬ 
light  would  quickly  he  (hut  in, 

36  They  deftred  that  he  woiiid  be  plcafed  to  difmifo 
the  multitude  before  k  grewdark;  and  order  them  tO 

S  to  the  nearxft  towns  and  villages!  to  provide  them- 
ves  visuals,  as  well  as  lodging,  becaufe  they  had  no 
food  to  refrefh  them; 

37  Our  Lord  replied,  What  need  is  there  for  that  ? 
and,  for  rhe  trial  of  their  faith,  fold,  (Jive  ye  them 
fomethirtg  for  their  fuftenance,  that  they  may  not  faint 
by  the  way.  But  the  difciples*  inftead  of  looking  to 

Vot.I.  t  S  him, 


they  fay  unto 
him,  3h:JI  vrc  gn 
and  buy  two  litith 
dml  *  penny  * 
srarth  nf  (mad, 


■-id  i«  f lir ur  w 
eat? 


30  HefiirhtTn- 
to  them  ,  How 
many  Im^ct  have 
ye?  go  and  fee* 
And  when  they 
luciv,  they  fay, 
}  ivc>  a  ebLiwq  Gib¬ 
ed. 

3*  And  he 


fr  make  oil  fit 
doA-n  by  compa¬ 
nies  upon  the 

gfjf i»  gtffr. 


40  And  they 
ftid'iwnin  rank*, 
by  huodrejs,  and 
by  fiAks. 


L  41  And  »heA 
be. had  taken  the 
five  luaVcfi  and 
the  twoiilh^  he 
Kicked  up  to  bfct- 
4en,^intl  bfoflcd, 
and  brake  the 
loaves,  and  gave 
them  to  hit  difci^ 


pi ct  to  frr  before 
them  1  end  the 
►w  fillies  divided 


he  among  (ham 
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him,  arid  truftiftg  in  him*  to  Enable  them  to  do  whit 
he  commanded,  anfwered  with  fnrprife,  How  is  it  pof- 
fiblc  thfit  we  (hould  fiippfy  fuch  a  prodigious  multitude 
as.  this  ?  Where  fliould  we  get  provifion,  or  find  money 
enough,  to  buy  it  for  them,  which,  to  fay  the  leali, 
would  colt  two.  hundred  .pence  t>  if  we  were  only  to 
give  every  one  of  them  a  little. 

38  Hereupon  he  hud  unto  them,  .Go  and  fee  what 
quantity  of  food  ye  have  among  you :  And,  when  they 
bad  made  inquiry,  "according  to  his  order,  they  returned 
and  told  him,  that  they  had  only  five  barley -loaves,  and 
two  final!  fiihcs  ;  which  were  next  to  nothing  for.  laris- 
fying  the  hanger  of  lo  many.  {John  vi.  9.) 

39  Then,  having  hid  them  bring' thefe  loaves  and 
fiihes  to  him,  he,  like  the  Mailer  of  the  family,  ordered 
his  difciples  to  rell  the  whole  multitude,  that  he  would 
have  them  fit  down  on  the  green  fward,  in  diftinA  rows, 
as  might  .be  mod  convenient  for  receiving  the  entertain¬ 
ment  be  was  about  to  give  them. 

4a  Accordingly  the  people,  without  going  into  the 
unbelieving  q-jeftion,  How  can  he  fumifli  a  tahle  in  the 
wilderncfs}  readily  feated  tbcmfelves  in  ranks  which 
confided  of  fifty  pet  Ions  one  way,  and  an  hundred  the 
others  ... 

.41  And  when  they  were  thus  placed,  he  took  the 
five  loaves  and  two  fillies,  and :  looking,  up  to  heaven 
with  great  folemnity,  aiked.  a  b)c  fling  upon  the  food, 
giving  thanks  to  his  heavenly  Father  for  kr  according 
to  his  cudom  at  ordinary  rntaisr-  (Seethe  note  on  Mat, 
xiv.  19.)-  Thor  he  broke  the  bread,-  and-  delivered  it  to¬ 
gether  .with  tbe  filh,  his  pwn  creating  power  at  the  fame 
time  multiplying  the  {tore,  to  be  diftrifanted  through  the 
difcrples  bands  among  the  fcreral  ranks  *  thereby  pro¬ 
curing  refpeA  to  thapfrbnjthe  people ;  and  intimating, 
that  fpirhual  hleffiriga  ftould  be  ordinarily  communi¬ 
cated,  not  in  an  immediate,  but  in  a  mediate  way,  by 
the  rainiftrations  of  his  fervanisr 

_  42  And 


f 


NOTE®. 

.was  a  roxUd  fum",  ofita,  Ikys  Dr  them  with  exptditipn,  iml  rtic  fcxvl  might  he 

difitihtttod  ainong  them,  thty 

_  *.  . _ '  * _  _  I _ -  I  ■  #  iT  *  f 


Lizhtf*Qit  in  the  momlis  of  tht  JInpf  ;  and 
frekorong  thefa  penny  at  fmnpcncfe’halT- 
prnny  of  ovtr  money,  it  amounted  to  fid 

potnufr  five 

t  They  feem  to  (live  been  pJarftt/lttK  icr 
Separate  corap^tiei  of  fifty  or  an  hifhdrri  a* 
ptwe,  as  is  more  grnti  aily  rkn^t,  l>ut  all 

m  one  company,  tfmj'td  like  I  bid  terrier  rank 
and  file,  ru her  jh  huhtl^tl  m  hi^fh  and  fif- 
fy  m  depth,  or  fifty  in  leng'h  add  mi  hundred 
fcv  depth,  winch  made  extftlv  five  thmifand* 
jft  *  hit  aj  to i ctvj.*  &i  fy  to  p  Jwcc  and  in*  n  h  t*r 


it  the  fnne  tim^  having  the  fairtJl  epponih 
iitty  of  hearing  Chrfft,  aadtecirg  dial  there 
"»  no  fraud  in  bis-.atamgctacflft  of  the  mir> 
ete  in-  the  from*  And  this  plainly  mon- 
citrt  (he  ndcnAtit  here  given  <*rfh  that  in 
Xvfr'U*  if*  where  it  is  frid,  (heyatlfri 

down  hy  fiftW  in  a  conpiny  :  }or,  accord¬ 
ing  to  tkfc  mrthbd,  every  one  tat  in  a  raiik 
of  Slty.  «  well  it  nf  an  hanM,.  dtlio  m 
deyih  S«  Pirw'  j  fihb  dlflertr- 

ticia,  anntKedto  th<  Hdriui, 


Cb.  vi» 

41  And  ehey 
did  ‘ill  cat,  and 
were  filled. 


43  And  (htf 
Wok  qp.  twelve 
bafhtta  .  fail  of 
the  fragment* , 

and  of  tbffflbct,* 


44  And  IhAf 
that  did  cat  of  the 
kn?ev,  wofc  ^ 
boiu  fin  Lhou- 
fad  men. 

4  y  And  fi  flight- 
way  J  he  coir  - 

drained  Ini  difd- 

plej  to  get  into 
the  Chip,  and  to 
go  to  the  other 
fed*  before  onto 
BethUdi,  while 
he  lent  away  the 
people. 

T 

46  And  when 
he  had  fat  them 
iwaj,  he  depart¬ 
ed  loto  1  moon* 
tain  to  pray* 

4T  And  #fcen 
cm  was  come, 
the  frfp  .  was  in 
the  mUH  of  the 
fa,  aod  he  abite 

&n  the  tatcL 

■ 

48  Addhe&w 
them  toiling  in 

rowing;  (for  the 
wind  w&s  contra¬ 
ry  onto  them  i) 
and  shoot  '  the 
fourth  watch  of 
the  night,  he  cd» 
jnah  Onto  them, 
walking  upon  the 
fa,  and  wotiU 
hjve  pallid  by 
them. 
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42  And  the  apoiUes  having  obferred  their  ford’s  or* 
der  in  diftribucirtg  the  food  among  the  people,  juft  as 
they  received  It  from  him  }  every  one  of  this  vWt  mul* 
titode  ear,  till  he  was  fully  fattened.' 

43  And,  after  all,  there  was  fo  much  to  fpare,  that 
the  difelples  gathered  together  as  many  (craps  of  the 
broken  bread  arid  fifh  as  filled  rtfelve  bafleeta,  which 
were  referred  for  after  ■  oft,  that  nothing  might  be  wafted  t 
So  Wonderful  Was  the  power  of  Chrift  to  incteafe  thry 
fmall  pittance,  the  remainder  of  which  was  more  than 
the  firft  ptovifion  1  (See  the  note  on  Mat,  ziv.  .201) 

44  And  yet  the  number  of  thofe  who  had  thus  eat 
to  the  foil,  was  about  five  thoiifand  itten,  which  were 
as  many  thoufands  as  there  were  tingle  loaves,  be  Tides 
the  women  and  children  that  were  prefent  arid  partook- 
with  them-  {Mat.  xiv.  n.) 

45  Then,  as  foon  as  all'  this  was  difpatehed,  otjf 
bleffed  Lord  infilled  that  his  di Triples,  though  much  a* 
gain  ft  their  own  inclination,  (hould  go  into  the  boat  by 
■  the mfel vies,  and  pats  over  the  lake  of  Gennefareth  toward 
Bethfaxda y  leaving  him  behind  to  difmifs  the  people  he* 
fore  it  mould  be  quite  dark,  and  thereby  prevent  their 
detigri,  which  the  difciplcs  themfeWes  wCre  but  too  likely 
to  fall  in  with,  of  forcing  him  to  ailiime  the  charaftef 
of  a  temporal  king.  (See  the  note  oh  John,  vi.15.) 

.  46  And  when  he  had  prevailed  with  the  multitude 
to  depart,  he,  according  to  his  frequent  cuftora,  went 
up  an  hill,  for  better  retirement,'  io  fpend  Tome  time  in 
fecret  prayer. 

47  In  the  mean  while,  the  latter  evening  came  on. 
Which,  according  to  the  Jevtijb  way  of  reckoning,  Is 
after  fun-fet,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat.  xxvi.  20.)  ;•  and  the 
dtfciples  in  the  boat  were  got  to  the  midft  of  the  lake, . 
Jcfifs  hitnfelf  continuing  ft  ill  alone  oil  thejand. 

48  Then'  the  wind  nfing  on  a  Hidden,  and  blowing 
full  in  their  teeth,  caufed  the  water  to  Be  exceeding 
rough  and  dangerous  ;  tfnd  Jefus  faw  them  toiled  about 
whh  forging  waves,  and  labouring  hard  to  row  againft 
the  ftrong  gale.  However,'  he  fuffisred  them,  for  the 
trial  of  their  faith  and  patience,  to  remaiu  in  great  ex* 
treraity,  ‘  till  it  begari  to  be  morning,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mat.  xiv.  25.) ;  at  which  time  he  Went  toward  them, 
walking  as  readily  upon  the  fdrfaee  of  the  rolling  floods 
as  if  they  had  heal  dry  ground,  according  to  what  is 
fold  of  the  great  Grid,  that  he  treads  vpon  life  vfdves  of 
the feat  (Job  it.  8.):  And,  by  the  manner  of. his  pro* 
grefs,  it  feemed  to  the  difciples  as  if  he  intended  to  have 
gtohe  by  them. 

S  2  4 p,  50-  Cut 


49  But  vrhrn 
tkry  faw  -him 
talking  tfpon  the 
Inij  they  ftippofcd 
I:  hud  been  *  fpi- 
Ht>  and  Ci  vtd  oiUt 

$&  (Fi)r  ffatfy 
ill  Taw  him*  and 
were  tmnhU.) 
.And  imnwdiiw* 
ly  he  talfcrd  with 
ibcmr  and  faith 
nnto  them.  Be  of 

fond  cheer  t  it  is 
;  be  not  afraid, 
ft  And  '  ft* 
*ent  op  Onto 

them  into  the 
Jhip  ;  and  Ae 
wind  ceafed  t  and 
they  uw  Tote  3- 
nmed  in  them- 
fdves  beyond 
me  a  J  ure  y  find 

'Avndcrcd* 

j*  For  they 
conlidercil  not  iht 
wzratft  of  the 
jcovei ;  for  their 
hart  wis  hafd* 
cned. 

5$  And  «hcn 

jhrr  had  paikd  &- 
ter,  they  Camein- 
to  the  land  of 
Geoncftret,  and 
drew  to  the  fhote- 
54.  And  when 
they  were  come 
out  of  the  (hip, 
ft.alghtway  they 

knew  him* 

$j  And  ran 
through  that 
brhoJc  region 
round  about,  and 
began  io-cany  a- 
bout  in  beds  (not* 
that  were  Celt, 
where  they  beard 
be  was. 

54  And  *hh 
therfoever  he  en¬ 
tered,  in  10  villa¬ 
ger,  or  tides,  or 
country,  they  laid 
the  fiefc  In  the 
ftmTi,  and  be¬ 
sought  him  that 
they  might  touch, 
If  it  wert  bid  the 
b«rdrr  of  Ms  gar¬ 
ment.  And'  as 

many  as  touched 
Mm,  nera  made 
wlteit. 
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49,  56.  But  their  fears  were  greatly  alarmed',  when 
they  difeerned  one  in  human  fhape  walking  upon  the 
water,  they  imagining  that  it  wax  an  apparition  \  upon 
which  they  (hrieked  out  in  great  fnrprife j  for  there  was 
light  enough  for  them  to  difeem  fomething  of  bis  form) 
and  they  were  terribly  frighted  :  But,  as  our  extremity 
is  God's  opportunity,  and  when  fears  are  higheft  deli* 
verance  is  often  riea  reft,  the  compaflionate.  Saviour,  who 
waited  to  be  gracious,  immediately  fpoketo  them  in  his 
ufual  free  and  friendly  manner,  faying.  It  is  I,  yoni 
Lord  and  Matter,  who  am  come  for  your  relief ;  take 
courage,  rejoice  in  my  prefence  and  io  my  fetation  i 
let  no  further  fears  diftrefs  you. 

51  And,  having  thus  laid  tbe  ttorm  within  their  own 
minds,  he  went  into  the  boat  to  them,  and  inftantly  the 
wind  and  waves  funk  into  a  perfect  calm  $  at  all  which 
they  were  exceedingly  (truck  with  awful  wonder  and  a- 
ttonifhment,  as  if  he  bad  even  otatdooe  himfelf. 

52  For  though  they  had  but  tbe  day  before  feen  the 
amazing  miracle  by  which  be  fed  five  thoilfand  men, 
beGdes  women,  and  children,' with  fo  fmall  a  quantity 
of  hread  and  fifties,  (ver.  44.);  yet  they  were  fo  dull  of 
underftanding,  and  flow  of  heart  to  believe,  that  they 
did.  not  refleffc  upon  the  plain  demonftration  which  he 
then,  as  well  as  at  feveraf  other  times,  had  given  of  his 
eternal  power  and  Godhead. 

53  Jcfua  being  now  with  the  difciples  in  the  boat,  it 
foon  arrived  at  the  port  it  was  bound  for  j  where,  having 
crofted  over  the  lake,  they  went  aftiore,  not  far  from 
Capernaum,  (John  vi.  17.)  in  the  country  of  Cennefareth , 
which  gave  name  to  this  lake, 

54  And  as  foon  as  they  were  landed,  tbe  inhabitants 
of  that  neighbourhood  knew  him  to  be  Jefus,  wbofe 
fame  was  raifed  amopg  them  by  what  he  had  formerly 
done  thereabouts,  (  Afat..viii.  1,-17.) 

55  Upon  this,  they  ran  from -place  to  place,  to  fpread 
notices  in  all  thole  parts,  that  the  great  FhyGcian  of 
foul  and  body  was  come  thhber;  10  that  multitudes 
continually  flocked  to  him,  bringing  with  them  Tick  per* 
fens  in  their  beds,  that  they  might  prefent  them  to  him 
for^ healing,  wherever  they  heard  he  might  be  met  with. 

jfl  And  fo  great  and-nnivctfal  was  his  reputation. 

.  that  to  whatfoever  city,  town,  or  country*village,  he 
went,  the  people  brought  out  their  lick,  and  laid  them 
before  him  in  the  ftreets  as  be  palled  along,  intreating 
the  favour  of  his  permitting  then!  to  touch  his  clothes, 
tfto’  it  were  but  the  bem  of  his  garment :  And  all  that 
could  get  near  enough  only-jult  to  touch  him  with  faith, 

were 
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were  perfectly  cared,  whadbever  their  difeafes  had  been. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Who  could  hm  thought  that  there  ihonld  be  fa  much  perverfenefs  and  obfti- 
njcy  in  bumiD  mature  again  ft  Cod,  fuch  contempt  or  .tl|e  cmly  Saviour,  fuch  ta- 
cruelty  toward  the  beft  of  men  *  and  fitch  impetuous  lufo  and'  paffions  to 
break  through  all  obligations  and' rcArainU,  had  not  Ibmc  of  Chrift’a  own  count 
trymen,  and  a  Hcrti  and  Heredias  %  been  Hamms  inftances  of  them,  in  their  bc^ 
haviour  toward  him  and  John  the  Baptijif  And  sm,  how  many  may  be  aftonlJJitd 
and  affeded  at  the  word  jrf  God,  who  are  not  favingiy  changed  by  it,  and  whofc 
unbelief  Ihuts  them  out  foam  iu  rich  advantages  f  Yea,  they  may.  reverence  the 
preacher,  and  hear  him  gladly;  and  yet  cnnEiwie  wicked  men  and  hypocrites, 
But  miniftm  are  to  execute  their  Lord's  conuniflion,  whether  the  people  will 
hw  or  forbear:  And  as  he  who  fends  them  on  his  errand,  wilt  fanufh  them  for 
it,  own  them  in  it,  and  make  it  the  duty  and  indination  cf  his  people  to  honour 
and  fupport  them  for  their  work's  fake;  fo  they,  like  the  apnftks,  fhould  commie 
their  fubfiftence,  and  labours,  and  all  their  fiicceflen,  tu  him,  and  not  intangle 
themfrfves  with  the  affairs  of  this  life,  nor  fear  the  faces  of  men,  but  be  faithful 
to  Chrift  and  fouls,  whatsoever  may  be  tht  event.  Hut  how  great,  is  the  peril  of 
thi>lc  that  hear  the  gofptb  if  they  reject  it;  fmee  the  hoaritft  judgments  are  de¬ 
nounced  againft  them,  and  none  can  lhare  in  the  blcflinga  of  the  Mefllah's  king¬ 
dom  but  thofe  that  arc  brought  to  embrace  him  am)  to  turn  from  tin  b>  God  thro1 
him !  And  how  deplorable  is  their  cafe  who  arc  under  the  conduit  of  blind  and 
unfaithful  guides  !  But  Chrift’s  companion  is  toward  them  that  want  to  be  led  in 
a  right  way  ;  and  they  (hall  not  leek  after  him  in  vain.  His-goodnefs  and  power 
arc  infinite,  and  unwearied,  to.iiiftrult  and  heal  them,  ajid  to  fupply  all  tbtir 
wants  of  foul  and  body :  lie  can  teed  them  in  a  wildernefs,  and  come  over  floods 
for  their  help:  And  though  he  may  Hand  at  a  diftance,  ana  fuller  his  own  peopio 
to  be  in  great  diftreft  for  a  time;  he  obferves  it  all,  and  will  come  in  proper  feafort 
fat  their  relief,  even  when  they  leaf!  ez\x&  it;-  and  his  ikying  to  the  foul,  it  h  /, 
be  not  afraid^  is  enough  to  lilence  every  fenr,  and  comfort  under  every  trouble* 
But  when  once  be  (hews  his  power  amt  Jus  glory,  and  fpeaks  peace,  let  us  not 
turn  again  to  folly,  or  give  way  to  unbelief/ 


CHAP. 


vir. 


The  Pharifces  find /suit  xvith  Chrijl's  difciples  for  .rating  “with  umvajben 
bauds,  1  ,—5.  He  reproves  their  hy petrify,  and  Jlates  the  true  no¬ 
tion  qf  w bat  does  and  doer  not  defile  a  man,  6, — 2 3 .  He  cafis  out  an. 
unclean  [pint  from  the  daughter  of  a  Syrophenician  iu3ma}\,  24, — 30. 
And  beats  a  deaf  and  dtmb  man,  31, — 37. 

Paraphrase. 

WIiee  our  Lord  was  ciercifing  his  miniftry  and 
performing  his  miracles  in  the  land  of  Gennefareth , 
fever al  Pharifees  and  doctors  of  the  law  came  thither 
from  Jerusalem,  and  attended  him,  to  obferve  hts  words 
aiid  adions,  that  they  might  pick  a  quarrel  with  him. 

a  And,  foon  after  their  coming  into  thofe  parts,  they 
took  notice  of  feme  of  his  ^difciples  who  negleftcd  to 
wafh  their  hands  immediately  before  they  fat  down  to 
eat  3  this'  they  fiipcrftitioufly  called  eating  with  defiled 
or  impure  hands,  and  thereupon  took  occafion  to  charge 
them  with  irreligion  and  ptofaneDefr. 

S3  3. » 


Tex/. 

THks  ci me 

together  un¬ 
to  him  thcFfuci- 

fres,  and  ccitdfr 
of  the  ferihu  t 
which  came  from 
Jfevufidcni* 

x  And  when 
they  Jaw  lame  of 
bis  di  Triplet  cu 

bread  with  de* 
filed  (that  u  to 

frfVt  With  UQW?- 

flt.n)  h^ndf,diey 
found  fault. 


*78 

3  For+hePha- 
rilccft  and  all  t+ie 

Jturj^KCtfptthey 

w-4tTi  their  hands 
oft,  car  not,  hold* 
inj;  the  tradition 
of  the  diliTwv. 

4.  And  -when 
they  come  f  mm  the 
market ,  except 
ihejr  with*  they 
cat  not*  And 
puny  other  thine) 
there  be*  whfcn 
they  have  recei¬ 
ved  to  hold'  aj 

the  wifijin*  of 

Cap*  and  pots, 
bfuea  vdfdt, 
and  of  tablet* 


f  Then  the 
Flurifhi'  and 
fcribca  a(ked  hiita, 
Why  walk  not 
tby  dHapltt  ar* 
oordmgto  the  tri* 
dilion  of  the  d- 
dentbuteati>rtad 
with  unwatbea 
fond* J- 

ri 

■i 

6  He  aafrer- 
ed,  and  frid  ah  to 

them,  Well  Hath 
Efua?  pftphriicd 
of  ycuih  ypocritn, 
a*  it  Is  written, 
This  waple  ho- 

jimireurtriencuh 

jbnr  lips,  hut  their 

is  fir  from 

gift 

■  n. 

7  Howhcit,  in, 

vain  do  they  wror- 

*hip  mq  icacfi* 
lug  for  doflrinet 
fhe  command'- 
Bicnt*  of  nuq, 


6  Foe,  bybg 
afide  the  com  - 
mwdmtnt  '  of 

God, 


The  EvaageHfl  Mark  pvaphrafid.  Cb.  vii. 

3  For  all  the  Jew /»  and  efpecially  the  Pharifas,  by 
virtue  of  certain  traditions  handed  down  to  them  from 
their  anceftors,  were  wont  commonly  to  waJh  their  hands 
juft  before- they  eat,  thinking  il  unlawful  id  fit  down  to 
a  meal  without  it. 

4  And  Jo  exaft  were  they  in  nfing  this  ceremony, 
that  if  they  bad  been  at  market,  or  in  any  public  com* 
pony,  they  would  eat  nothing  till  they  had  firft  waffl¬ 
ed  their  hands,  for  fear  ’that  unawares  they  might 
hare  touched  fomething  wbich-they  accounted  unclean. 
And  ipany  other  fucb  fort  of  rites  they  were  as  ferupu- 
Ictus  jn  obfcrvmg,  and  laid  as  -  much  llrefs  upon,  as  if 
they  were  things  of  neceflary  and  eternal  obligation,  be- 
eaufe  they  were  delivered  to -them  by  tradition  from 
icme  former  heads  of  fefis  .among  them,  tho*  neither 
the  law-  of  Mofcs  not  any  other  part  of  the  word  of  God 
ever  enjoined  them :  As  for. -inftance.  They  infilled  on 
[fiarrHrtm)  feme  fort  of  waJHing  of  cups,  and  pots,  and 
hrafs-yeflels,  and  tables  or  (**!»»* )  beds  on  which  they 
tifed  to  lie  or  fit  at  their  meals,  that  they  might  clean fe. 
them  from  an  imaginary  defilement 

5  On  ,  this  account  therefore  the  Pbprifees  and  doc¬ 

tors  of  the  law,  wbo,  of  a.11  die  Jr wr,  wen  the  mod 
fiiperliitious,  demanded  of  our  Lord,  How  he,  who 
unde  fticb  high  pretences  to  holinefs,  could  eacufe  bis 
difciples  from  obfervjng  the  laws  of  -aacient  asd  authentic 
tradition,  whUft,  in  direct  contradiftion  thereunto,  they 
were  fo  wicked  as  to  fit  down  to  cat  without  firft  walking 
their  hands  ■?  ‘  . ' 

6  Out  Lord,  who  kp,ew  thew  beans  and  all  their  evil 
djefigp.s,  replied,  God,  by  the  prophet  Jfaiaby  (11x1.3.} 
has  given  a  juft  and  eja&  defcriptiOn  of  fucb  hypocrites 
as  ye  are,  in  words  of  the  following- import ;  This  peo¬ 
ple  make  hypocritical  pretences  of  oonowp.ug  me  with 
fair  fpecchc?  and  outward  fbews  of  purity  $tuT devotion ; 
but  their  hearts  do  not.  go  along  with  their  words  and 
profelfions,  and  it  is  the  kail  of  theirconcem  to  glorify 
me  by  a  fincete  regard  to  pleafing  aqd  exalting  me. 

7  But  as  their  faireft  appearances  of  religion  are  only 
lip  and  not  heart  feivice  ;  and  they  obferve,  teach,  and 
impofe  certain  dodrto.es,  upon  the  foot  of  buipan  au¬ 
thority,  in  preference  mid  contradiction  to  my  exprefs 
commands ;  -  all  their  devotions  ate.  of  no  account  with 

■  j-'  (  1  '  m 

Tnes  .nor  of  any  avail  to  ciemfelves. 

6  is  an  exa£fc  defeription  of  .you,  feritts  and 
Pbarifets :  For  whilft,  in  do&ine  and  practice,  ye 
fbamefutiy  negle£t  the  moft  important  commands  of 
God,  relating  to  nghteoufndb,  mercy,  bith/ and  truth. 

Pi  * 

yc 


p 
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fioi,  y*  bold  tfw  y€  are  mighty  zealous  for,  and  lay  the  greateft  ftrefs 

IftKe'raAiin^of  “P00*  kch  win  K*t  trifiiug  traditions  of  men  as  relate 
pott '  iM .  cap* :  to  the  neceffiry  of  wafhing  pots,  aud  cups,  and  hands  juft 
ual  <nwy  «<be>  before  eating,  with  fcveral  other  ii»ch  ufclefs  and  fuperfti- 

vt'jo.*  *  *  1Be*  t'ottS  ceremonies,  in  whiefrtbere  really  can  beno  religion, 
g  And  bt.  (aid  9  And,  bo  brijjgtbe  matter  itill  clofcr  to*  them,  he 
w«B  Ye  nos  only  prefer- the  orders  of  men  to  thofe  of 

God  but,  (*«  A.;,}.  in  youx  plauftlfo  way,  ye  utterly 
Cod,  (ha  y« way  fubvett,  and  act  in dirett  contradiction  to,  the  plaincit 
kojp  y«ir.  on  commands  of  G(?d>  whenever  they  ltand. in  competition 

with,  the  tradition*  of  your  eiders,  that  ye  may  preferve 
and  inforce  thefe* 


to  For  Ifofe* 

hid,  H Grom  thy 
father  &pd  thy 
mother  ;;  and, 
WhoTo  eflrtcth 
father  nr  mother, 
lei  him  die  the 
dcuth. 

it  But  ft  Arti 
If  4  own  Audi  fay 
to  bu  father  of 
mochai  It  n  Cvr^ 

hin,thati*BO  Jay» 

a  pift^by  «lxai4t- 

evrr  tbou  mi&ht* 
4ft  be  prttiejby' 
Ki?;  bt  flail  hr 

fer  Mm  do  morf 
to  do  tragbt  tot 
Ms  frrUer  or  hii 
mother  \ 


*3  Making  die 
wnftl  of  God  ot 
aooedTcA,  thro* 
yottr  -  Jftditiao  * 

uhichfc  hm  de¬ 
livered  t  and  ma* 

nyftthlikcthla^ 

do-yt* 

14  And  when 
he  had  called  nH 

the  people  unto 

hint,  he  ftii  unto 

them  ,  Hearken 
■ 

mitu  tnCj  rwrjr 

ooe  of  you,  ind 
Lndcrilimfl* 

1;  There  u  no¬ 
thing  from  with* 
AUt  a  maa,  that* 

coictJqk  into  him  » 
tiui  deqle  him  : 

Wt 


- 10  As  for  infonce,  Mofett  or  rather  God  by  him, 
cxpre&ly  commanded  children  to  honour  both  their  pa¬ 
rents,  {ExTdi  xx.  1 2.);  and  fuch  ftreb  is  laid  in  the 

law  upon  this  important  duty,  that  whoever  fpeaks-  or 
atU  contemptnoufly  and  tnjuriouAy-againft  either  father 
op  mother,  he  is  fcmcucedto  death,  (chap,  ixi.  ry.) 

1  f  But,  in  oppofition  to  this  holy-  law  of  God,  the 
do£trine  which  ye  teach,  by  human  authority,  is.  That 
if  any  man  devote  the  money  to  God  and  the  /mice  of 
the  temple,,  which  was  neceflary  for  the  relief  of  his  pa¬ 
rents,  and  which  ye  call  ccrbant  or  a  gift  corrfe  crated 
to,  God  $  then.  -  he  is  difcharged.froro  all  obligation  of 
•ufiag  it  for  their  comfort  or  fupport,  be  they  ever  £9  in* 
digem,  field  y*  or  aged. 

12  Yea,  by, this  means,  ye. lay  fuch  a  teftraint  tipon 
him,  as  if  it  were  a  fin  for  him  to  apply  any  part  of  the 

devoted  riches  to  the  relief  of  the  molt  ncce|£tous  father 

■ 

or  mother,  tin/  flicking  that  fort  of  piety  at  home  is  e- 
videntjy  a  principal  pare  of  the  honour  which  by  the  law 
of  God  all  are  obliged  ro  pity  to  their  parents  when  need 
requires  it:  ; 

1 3  And  fo  by  this  device  of  the  Jnvijb  clde/i  which 
yc  tmpofc  upon  your  folio werff,  -ind  by  other  fuch  like 
iniquitous  traditions,  yc  explain  away  the  true  fenfe  of 
Godr$ovn  law ^  and.  evidently  defeat  its  obligation,  under 
hypocritical  and  ipecious  pretences  cf  the  moft  Lend 
reverence  of  his  name  and  of  his  fanctuary. 

14-  Then  our  bjefltd  Lord,  turning  from  the  feribes 
*nA.$h&xtfuiy  applied-  bimfeli  to  the  common  people ; 
and*  ordering  therp  ?U  to  draw  nieb,  faid,  Liften  at¬ 
tentively  to  whael:am  abour  to  deliver,  and  refieft  fc- 
rurally  upon  it*  that  ye  may  uiuierfland  things  which 
.differ,  and  may  approve  of  thofe  which  arc  moft  excellent. 

15 ,  Whatever  occa  lions  of  G a  may  arift  fitrni  extern;!! 
things,  none  of  them  make  a  man  unclean,  or  Icfs  ac¬ 
cepts  hie  to  God,  ?uy  furthcc  thsn  they  have  a  bad  hi- 

s4  fiucucc 


sSo 

but  -  ihe  things 
xrbnch  come  out 
of  him,  ihofe 
th«y  thu  defile 
the  man. 


Iff  If  any  man 
lure  car*  to  bear, 
let  him  hear, 

b 

IT  AM 

he  ^nctvI 
into  the  hoofc 
from  xbc  people, 
hhdlfdpwawed 

him  confcgning 

the  p^blc, 

AMbefaiiH 
Data  tHcnt*  Are 
ye  fp  wit  hoot  ah* 
oerflanding  alia* 
Co  ye  not  per- 
edve,  that  whai« 
focrer  thing  from 
without  cnterctW 

into, the  jpun,  It 
xinixrt  ddSkhin)} 


ig  BccaoTe  if 
emertth  not  bno 

ins  heart,  but  into 
the  belly  ^  and 
EoetHout  into  the 
might,'  purang 
all  meats  > 


%o  Andhcfald, 
That  which  co- 
mcth  out  of  (be 
man,  thu&filcZh 
t  be  nun* 

ii  For  frop 
within,  nut  of  the 
heart  of  men,  pro¬ 
ceed  rril  i Sought  5 

adulteries,  foriu- 
pit  to  us,  mnrders. 


_  j  _ 

The  Evangekjl  'M.MLK  parafbrafed.  Ch.  vii. 

fluence  upon  the  foul  itfelf :  And  therefore  whatfoever 
is  originally  without  the  man,  tho*  it  touch  him,  and 
he  afterward;  eaten  or  drank,  and  fo  received  into  the 
body;  yet  if  it'donot  affeft  his  mind  and  heart,  it  can¬ 
not  render  him  morally  polluted.  But  the  unlawful  dis¬ 
positions,  thoughts,  and  defigns,  which  are  found  in  his 
own  corrupt  heart,  and  vent  themfdves  in  the  words  and 
a£U<m$  of  his  life,  are  the  only  things  that  can  properly 
be  faid  to  make  him  filthy  and  abominable  in  God’s  fight. 

1 6  'Whoever  is  wilting  and  defirouG  to  know  the  truth 
for  his  own  direction  and  advantage,  let  him  ferioufly 
reflect  on  what  1  have  been  laying. 

■17  Chrift,  having  finifhed  his  difcourfe  to  the  mul¬ 
titude,  retired  into  an  houfe,  taking  only  his  difciples 
with  him ;  and  when  he  was  with  them  alone,  they  in- 
treated  him,  by  P*hr  as  their,  mouth,  (Mat,  xv.  ry.) 
that  be  would  pleafe  to  give  them  a  particular  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  foregoing  parable. 

1 8  He  replied,  with  an  air  of  furprife  at  their^ftupi- 
dity,  Are  ye,  who  have  been  fo  much  and  fo  long  with 
me,  and  whom  I  have  font  to  preach  to  others,  fo  ig¬ 
norant  and  dull  as  not  to  take  in  the  meaning  of  fo  plain 
a  thing  as  this  ?  .Do  nut  ye  eafily  apprehend,  that  it  is 
impofltble  for  a  man  to  be  morally  defiled  or  rendered 
unclean  before  God,  by  the  nature; or  quality  of  any 
thing  he  eats  or  drinks  without  intemperance,  which  ia 
a  vice  of  $he  mind  ?  The  reafon  of  this  is  fo  exceeding 
evldeor,  that  one  would  think  ye  could  hot  mils  of  it. 

19  For  the  meat  or  drink  which  a  man  fwallows, 
being  corporeal,  can  make  no-  alteration  for  the  better 

or  worfe  in  the  foul,  which  is  of  a  different  nature  from 
all  bodies,  and  is  the.  immediate  fource  of  all  moral  pu¬ 
rity  or  defilement;  trot  every  thing  that  goes  in  at  the 
mouth  paffes  thro*  the  ftomach  and  bowels*  which  per* 
forming  their  proper -offices,  in  feparating  nourilbment 
for  the  body,  the  remainder  is  dilcharged  hj  the  eourfe 
of  nature,  without  affe&ing  the  heart;  - 

ao'  Qu  the  other  hand,  faid  be,  (he  evils  that  are  o- 
riginally  in  and  proceed  ffqin  a  man’s  own  foul,  are  the 
things  that  really  make  him  vile  and  unclean  :  Here  is 
rhe  fountain-head  of  all  moral  impurity  and  pollution 
whatfoever. 

.  .21,  11.  For,  to  instance  in  a  few.  .particulars,  all 
manner  of  Gnfol  imaginations,;  defigns,  and  defires,  in 
opposition  to  God  or  fellow-creatures ;  all  adulteries, 
fornication  and  unnatural  pollutions,  cnielties  and  mur¬ 
ders,  thefts  and  robberies,  covetous  over-reaching,  op* 
cryffion  and  frauds*  effeminacy  and :  unchaftneis  in 

K  1  *  '  S  *  i*' 

thought 


Ch.  vii.' 

*».  Tfiefta,  ta- 

vcioaftrtfi,  vic- 

LedneTi,  dtcric, 
bJavioofod*,  an 

evil  eye*  bUTphe* 

my,  pride*  fool- 

iihncfs  : 

a  j  All  (Mb 

evil  tflijHf  q>mc 

from  wiinin,  and 

defile  the  omd* 

■ 

14  And  fit} cd 
thence  he  irofr, 
and  woubtoxhc 
border*  of  Tyr* 
and  Sidon,  end 
entered  into  arv 
houft,  and  would 
bav«  ho  'r  aUn 
know  ii  /  but  he 
could  not  be  bid. 


raph, 


ij  Ffcr  a  <tr* 
tain  woman  j 
whole  yoking 
daughter  bid  an 
unclean  Jpjrit , 
heard  of  bin,  and 
came  and  feU  at 
hit  feet : 

id  (The  wo¬ 
man  was  a  Creek, 

a  Syropheoician 
by  nation :)  and 
Ihc  brfbught  him, 
that  he  would 
caft  forth  the  de¬ 
vil  oat  of  her 
di  lighter. 

i  y  Bat  Jcfus 
fiid  untobe^liCC 
the  children  Jtrft 
be  filled  i'  for  it  U 

l  k 

not  meet  to  ukc 
th  t  childrens 

bread,  indtocaft 
rt  uniothe  d ogs. 


fcB Andfhcan- 
Cvtted,  and,  fald 
uuiu  him,  Yes, 

Jrfirtd  ;  yet  the 
dog*  anderthcu* 
LW,  eat.  of  the 
childrens  o^jnhtt 


afed.  iZ  I 

thought,  word  or  deed,  envy  and  evit-fpeaking  againft 
God  or  man,'haughunel's  of  fpirlt  and  behaviour  i  i.nd 
ail  forts  of  intemperance,  together  with  every  foolilh, 
irregular  and  exorbitant  paluoo : 

2  j  All  thefe  defiling  abominations  proceed  from  de¬ 
praved  and  wicked  hearts,  as  from  their  fpjing-hcad  j 
and  .thefe  are  the  things  that  do  indeed  lender  a  man 
mofl  hatefully  vile  in  himfelf,  and  in  the  eyes  of  God 
amf  all  good  people. 

24  Our  Saviour  having  ended  thefe  difeourtes,  which 
heilelivered  in  the  country  oiGenneJareih,  (ebap.  vi.  5}.) 
departed  from  thence  to  that  pan  of  G alitee  wbi  ch  bor¬ 
ders  upon  Tyrt  and  Siden  j  and  there  he  went  privately 
into  an  houfe  for  concealment,  at  lealt  for  a  while,  that 
be  might  avoid  the  throng  of  the  Gentiles,  and  the  envy 
of  the  Jau/s  on  tbcir  account :  But  the  fame,  of  his  doc¬ 
trine  and  miracles  lb  clofely  followed  him  wherever  be 
went,  that  it  was  next  to  impofliblc  for  him  to  arrive, 
even  at  to  remote  a  place  as  this,  without  its  being 
known,  as  the  event,  (hewed. 

25,  26.  For  his  coming  thither  foon  reached  the  ears 
of  a  certain  woman  of  Pbenicia,  bordering  upon  Syria , 
(fee  the  notes  on  Mat.  xv.  22.)}  and  though  (lie  was  a 
Greek,  apd  fo  a  (banger  by  birth  to  the  commonwealth 
of  IJraei  and  to  the  covenants  of  promife,  yet  having 
heard  of  Jefus,  atxLof  the  great  power  and  mercy  which 
he  had  (hewn  in  working  many- miraculous  cures,  (he 
came  in  an  bumhie  manner,  and  threw  herfelf  down  at 
,  his  feet,  earneftly  intreating  him  to  caft  out  an  evil  fpirlt 
from  a  young  daughter  of  hers  who  -was  pOfTefled  and 
grievoufly  tormented  by  it. 

27  But  Jefus,  for  the  trial  of  her  faith,  feemedto  re- 
jeft  and  difdain  her,  faying,  Pray  (lay,  let  the  children 
of.  God's  family,  his  own  peculiar  people,  be  fir  ft  fans- 
fied  witb  the  tdeifings  I  am  come  to  bellow :  For  as  it 
would  be  thought  very  improper  and  unnatural,  that  a 
parent  ihould  take  away  bis  childrens  food,  before  they 
have  enough,  and  give  it  to  the  dogs  ;  fo  it  is  not  fit 
that  1  Ihould  deal  out  my  mercies  to  you,  till  the  Jaws, 
who  are  the  boulhold  of  God,  are  firlt  ferved j  lincc  yon 
are  without  the  pale  of  the  covenant,  and,  for  your 
Gentile  abominations,  deferve  to  be  treated  as  a  dog. 

28  The  woman  replied.  Lord,  what  thou  fayed  is 
indeed  highly  equitable,  andl  freely  own  mylelf  to  be 
utterly  unworthy  of  the  lead  of  thy  favours :  Nevcrthe- 
lefs,  as  the  dogs  thcmfelves  are  differed  to  catch  the 
crumbs  that  ^  fall  from  the  childrens  table,  without  any 
injury  to  them }  fo  1  humbly  plead,  and  hope,  that  this 

one 


zBi 
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Aodhefijd 
ttpiohtr.  For  this 
fijiAg ,  go  thy 
way ;  the  dcvtl  it 
jpoe  out  of  chy 
djMghcttf 


to  And  when 

<bp  vqui  cvmc  to 
her  hoofe ,  flic 
found  the  devil 
gone  cKit,  and  her 

daughter  bid  up¬ 
on  the  bed* 

ji  A  ad  again, 
departing  from 
the  001A&  ofTyi* 
laid  Sidoit  ,  he 
came  unto  the  lea 
of  Galilee,  thro* 
the  multi  of  the 
maA*  of  Dccapp- 
tii* 

3*  And  they 
bring  unto  him 
one  that  wax  dear, 
and  had  an  bn- 
pedimeut  in  his 
jpoeeb  ;  and  they 
befcech  him  to 
phr  hit  haptl  op- 
op  him*  f 

3  3  And  he  took 
him  aGAe  from 
the  itiphkuik  , 
apd  pm  his  fin¬ 
gers  into  bis  care, 
and  he  fjpit,  and 
topebed  his 
tongue : 

34  And,  look¬ 
ing  up  to  heaven, 
ho  Gghcd*  and 
filth  unto  him, 
Ephpttttha  ;  that 
it*  Ift  opened-' 


one  merey  may  not  be  denied. me,  as  the  offal  of  die 
plentiful  blefSngs  which  I  hear  thou  haft  vouch Cried  to 
the  Jrws,  and  which  thou  mayeft  fpaie,  if  thou  ptcafeft, 
to  a  poor  wretched -  outcaft,  without,  leffening  thy  more 
liberal  di  ft  ri  buttons  among  them. 

29  The  compafiioaate  .Saviour  being  highly  plcafed 
with  her  humble  importunity  and  unlhakcn  faith,  an* 
fwered,  O  woman,  1  cannot  tell  bow  to  .deny  your  ear* 
neft  bettering  petition;  it  is  granted-  to  your  heart’s  con¬ 
tent  :  Depart  in. peace;  Satan  it difpo netted,  and  your 
daughter  is  made  whole/ 

30  Hereupon  the  woman  returned  to  her  boufe,  re¬ 
joicing  in  a  belief  of  a  performance  of  thwthmgs  that  had 
been  told  her  from  the  Lord;  and: when  die  got  home, 
{be  found  the  evil  fpirit  was  calf  out,  aitdfaw  her  daughter 
lying  upon  tbe  bed  with  compefurcand  in  perfed  health. 

31  After  this,  Jefus  leaving  tbe  neighbourhood  of 
Tyre  and  Sidttn,  and"  other  Gentile •  towns  and  cities, 
went  thro*  tbe  region  of  DecafilL r,  till  he  came  near  to 
the  tea  of  Galilee.  {Mat.  xv.  29*} 

32  And,  wbilft  .he  was  in  tbefc  parts,  a  deaf  man, 
who  had  likewife  much  ado  to  {peak,  (^«rtuAe/)  was 
prefented  to  him ;  and  they  that  brought  him  earneftly 
iu treated  that  out  Lord. would  pleafeto  lay  bis  band 
upon  him  Indheal  bim,  as  they  knew  he  bad  done  in 
other  cafes,  and  believed  he  could  do  in  this. 

.33  But  to  ihew  that  he  would  not  be  tied  down  to 
any  one  particular  method  0/  procedure,  specially  when 
others  might  feettt  to  preferibe-m  him,  he  rather  chofe 
t'o  vary  it;  and  flapping  a  fide  with  the -man  to  a  fmall 
di (lance  from,  the  company,  he.  put  his  fingers' into  his 
ears,  and  afterwards  touched  his  tongue  with  a  little 
fpitrle,  ufing  tbefc  applications,  not  as  means  or  natural 
.gaufes  Of  tire  cure,  but  as  vijiblc  emblemsof  his  inviCble 
healing  power,  and  to  (hew  that  be  could  as  cafily  open 
this  man's  eats,  and  fet  his  tongue  at  liberty,  as  touch  them. 

34  Then  IHtiqg  his  eyes' up  to' heaven,  to  teach  us 
from  whence  our  help  comes,  and  to  intimate  that  his 
c©  mm  id  cm  for  this  work  was  from  above,  be  groaned 
within  bimfelf  as  fyanpathifiug  with  this  poor  creature 
under  his  mi  (cries,  and  faki  to  him  in  the  Chaldee  dialeft, 
with  an  air  of  independency,  and  with  the  majefty  and 
^authority  of  a  God,  Be  opened  t i  I  command  that  your 

di* 


,  NO 

f  This  was  a  word  offbrarcipi  authority, 
d-reft-d  to  tb«  in  an,  or  to  hia  diftemprr,  and 
txun  (handing  the  cure-j  and  not  an  addrefi 
to  God  for  power  u>-.ht*L :  ttor  to  .then; 
^ny  need  of  fiich  aJdrefs;  for  Chvift.bul  a 
perpetual  fund  of  power  refiding  io  luatfdf, 


T  E.  * 

to  wprk  aft  miracles  whenever  he  pkt&d,  e- 
ven  to  the  quickening  of  the  dead,  u  he  ha^ 
zfterted,  v*  itf.  And  this  flfcws,  that 
h\i  faking  up  to  heavtn.  wa  oot  ip  a  way  of 
application  to  hit  Father  for  aflmaocf  to  4^ 
the  work. 


Cb.  vtu 


15  Andtfrvjgbt* 
toiy  lij»  urr  were 
opened  ,  and 
the  firing  of  ha 

<««F*  W  }<&- 
Drd*  twrii^fp^ke 

plain. * 

And  be  char¬ 
ged  dwti)  jthat 
they"  y»u}d  tell 
no  man  :  but  ific 

aifiie  k  diunal 

in-*  .'i  Vi‘fl 

them,  inoch 
ik  molt  i  great 
deal  they  pubiifli- 
cdtir 

r  ■ 

3T  An4  ver* 
beyond  uitffurc 
xftonitbicd,  dy  - 
tag,  fiehMdroe 
all  thing*,  tvdl : 
he  roah^:b  bqth 

the  dwf  co  hear, 
and  to 

G*?k 


Vj& Jfodpsgf/y?  Ma  kk  paraphrafeJ.  % $3 

dlftempcr  Ise-rcmbwd  5  receive  yoiir  bearing  and  your 
fpeecb. ' 

.  -  25  And  immediately  ppon  Ch  rift’s  pronouncing  thefe 
words,  the  man  was  fully  refinred  to  his  hearing,  and  the 
impsc^  wept  of  bis  fpetch  was  entirely  removed  ;  lo  that  he 
fpalce  diftip^}y>  and  without  any  remaining  difficulty.' 

36  TheivJcjttS^to  avoid  all  appearances  of  vain -glory, 

arid  ocj:aj)twe<of  envy  and  xage  in  his  enemies,  his  time 
-bcipgpGt.yiR  tow,  ordered  the  man,  and  .thofc  that 
w^^yf^fttnvlfes  of  the  cure,  not  to  divulge  it:  But 
they  e  fo  affe£kpd  wjtbhis  mercy  and' power,  aid  fo 
pppFekn$ypnf^f  pTer'inodedy  put  him  upon  giving 
them  th|s  ^\yfgef  tbaf  the  more  earned  he  was  in  for- 
biddi  qg  make  the  mi  facie  public,  the  more  pains 

tbey  took  i u  Jpr eading  it  abroad. 

37  And  they  were  fo  exceedingly  aiflpxed;  and  over* 
OOipe  with  joyful  wonder,  that  they  could  not  help  lay- 
hrg,  to  his  hopour,  That  nothing  came  am  ilk  to  him  1 
but  that  he  was  able  apd  ready  to  do  every  thing  that 
.could  IjedeGred  for  the  relief  of  miferable  creatures;  as 
appeared  in  his  reftoring  the  deaf,  and  (sxM«r)  fuch  as 
could;  nol  tell  how  to  fpeafc  before,  to  their  perfe&  hear¬ 
ing  and  fpteeb* 


RECO  ELECTIONS. 

■  I 

a  fink  of  wickedncfs  is  the  heart  of  mas  j  and  bow  vain  and  trifling  arc 
its  inventions  for  deanfing:!  SUperftttioutmmds  are  more  fend  of  external  rites 
artdecremonjes  of  hupgn  dfvifinp;  tbfcO  of  heart-pur (tfj  and  the  nwfr  important 
dutfc^of 43offt  cr^nmandipg;  But  all  fcherdpyption  and  fervice  which  has  not 
Cod’s  warrant  in  his  word,  aqd  is  not  offered  with  fipcere  and  upright  Heart*  to 
fth  glory.  is  unprofitable  and  vaia.-^When  divine  grace  effectually  works  inthcm 
th  jt  belicyc,  what  a  happy  change  does  it  make  upon  them  f  What  high  and  ho¬ 
nourable  thoughts  does  it  give  them  of  Chrift  l  How  fympathiftng  and  compaf- 
fionate  does  ft  make  them  to  tbtir  afflifted  relations  and  fricmla;  how  importu* 
nau»7thtbe  Lord  for  mercy x>o  ihrir  behalf;  and  bow  humble  and  patient  un* 
der  feeding  dtrpiaJ?!  fSut  ‘though  hr  may  fometimea  try  his  people1*  faith  with, 
many  difficulties  and  diicobragc'mcnts.  he  fccretly,  upholds  and  animates  it,  tilt 
at  length  he  owns  and  honours  it  by  fnlfifitag  the  uf  ffioft  of  their  wjlhes  or  hopes; 
And  if  we  would  be  cleaaled  from  all  fill  hind*  of  Aelh  and  fpirit,  and  would  be 
delivered  from  tbepdwer  of^fUn,  and  the  various  mjferies  of  this  prdent  werid* 
we  fln?ald  Iwk  to  him  fpr  diro^ion  and-  relief*  and  feck  and  take  his  favour,  ii| 
his  owtt  way,  without  .prefcribfng.  to  him.  He  can  u  lift  op  deaf  ears,  and  teach 
the  tongue  of  the  ftammerer  to  fpeak  forth  his  praife;  And  nur  great  concern 
fUouid  be -to  Hften  to  his  fofouftiong  wit  h  an  obedient  ear;  and  to  aferibe  to  him. 
on  all  proper  oeoafipsa,  be  fiiall  dire  ft*  tbc  glory  due  to  his  great  name,  who 
is  wt>nd*rft}|  in  counfel,  sod  exorllent  in  working. 


CHAP.  VIIL 

L  J 

r 

Jefm  j^racuhvjlyfteds  fourtbmfand  with  /even  /oaves,  1, — 9.  He- 
'  fufes  to  give  a  fignfrom  heaven  to  the  Pharifccs,  ro, — 13.  Cauiiws 
ifjs  fj/eipUt  again/  the  haven  of  the  Pharitres,  and  t/Hero  J,  14, — ■ 

•  ■  ■  *  2 i- 


a&4  TZv  EvattgeSfi  Mark  faraphrqfid.  Cb.  viii. 

IX.  Reflates  fight  to  a  hBttd  motif  22,-26.  Aflts  lot  difciples  Tuhat 
they  and  others  thought  him,  and  foretell  bis  /vferingt,  27,-33. 
And  exhorts  to  an  acknowledgment  of  bm  isnd  his  go/pel  t Outer  perje~ 
cut  ions  for  his  foke%  34, — 38. 

■ 

'  Parap  hS  ase. 

A  Bout  this  time,' a greaTmcldtude being  with  Jefus 
and  his  apoftles,  in  a  defert  place,  to  hear  him 

in  each,  to  behold  his  vodderial  works,  and  to  get  their 
ick  healed,  and  having  contihWi  with  him  till  they 
were  reduced  to  ftraits  for  wAtft  of  food ;  he,  whole  eye 
is  ever  upon  the  needy  and  diftrefleo>vca!ied  bis  apoftles 
to  him, -and,  merely  from  bis  own  frM\motion,  find, 

2  My  heart  is  moved  withtendemefs  and  concern  for 
this  great  crowtT  of  peoptS^-faecaufe  of -the' pains  they 
have  taken,  and  the  inconveniencies  they  havt  fuffered, 
by  following  me,  for  three  days  tanning,  in  uninhabited 
places,  where  they  could  meet  with  little  or  no  refirelh- 
ment,  and  arc  now  quite  deftitnte  of  aeceflary  (applies  : 

3  And  fhould  I  withdraw  from  them,  or  order  them 
to  go  home,  before  they  hate  any  vifhials  for  their  fu- 
ftenaoce  ;  poOr  creatures.!  many  of  them  mud  certainly 
fuffer  great  hard  (hip  by  means  of  their  hunger,  if  they 
do  not  utterly  perilh  on  the  road :  For  be  knew  that 
feme  of  them  had  a  great  way  to  go. 

4  The  difciples,  not  reflecting  upon  (he  fignal  miracle 
whereby,  not  long  fince,  he.  had  fed  five  thoufand  men 
in  their  pretence,  (chap,  vu  41,-— 44.)  a  Iked  him.  How 

it  could  be  poflible  for  any  one,  in  fuch  a  barren  defo¬ 
late  place  as  they  were  in,  to  get  provifion  e&ougb  for 
the  Anisfying  of  fo  great  a  company  ? 

5  But  (mi)  be,  without  any  emotion  of  fpirit  at  the 
dUhonour  which  -their  (tepidity  2nd  unbelief  refle£ted 
upon  him,  afleed  them  bow  much  bread  they  had'  with 
them?  To  which  they  replied.  That  they  had  only  feven 
loaves,  which  were  next  to  nothing  for  feeding  fo  great  a 
number  of  people. 

6  However,  without  more  ado,  Hfe  commanded  the 
whole  multitude  to  fit  dotfn,  in  convenient  order  for 
an  entertainment,  on  the  ground;  and  then,  having 
received  the  loaves,  he,  like  the  matter  of  the  family  at 
meals,  and  according  to  his  own  conftant  cuftom  on 
fucb  occafions,  recommended  the  people  and  the  (bod 
to  the  blefling  of  God  in  tbankfgiving  and  prayer:  Then 
breaking  the  bread,  and  at  the  fame  time  increafing  it 
by  his  own  divine  power,  he  put  it  into  the  bands  of  his 
apoftles,  as  his  fervants,  Co  di (tribute  it  among  thfe  peo¬ 
ple  5  and  they  accordingly  did  fo. 

•'  7  The  apoftles  had  likewHe  a  few  fin  all  fifties,  that 


Teit. 

IR  th oft  dsyij 

the  snulfiuidt 
tong  very  great, 
and  having,  no* 

thing  Vo  cat,  Jc- 
called  h»  dif- 
<it>les  onto  him, 
tod  Lith  bnto 
them, 

-  ft  I  have  com¬ 
panion  on  th* 
multitude ,  be  * 
caiaic  the y  have 
now  been  with 

me  three  day*, 
and  hart  nothing 
to  eat  t  J 
3  And  iff  fend 
them  away  fatting 
to  their  own  hoa- 
£a,  they  will  faint 
1  by  the  way  :  for 
divers  of  them 
came  from  far. 

4  Aadhjs  dis¬ 
ciples  anTwcrcd 
him  ,  From 
whence  can  a  man 
fatisfy  chde  men 
with-  brad  here 
in  rbc  eiLbrods  ? 

C  Aodheafked 
them,  How  ma¬ 
ny  loaves  have 
ye  ?  And  they 
Cud,  Seven. 


0  And  he  com¬ 
manded  the  p to* 
pleeo  Gt  down  on 
the  ground:  and 
he  took  the  feven 
loam,  and  gave 
thank* and  brake, 
a‘»d  gave  to  f)» 
diicipjes  to  fet 
before  them  ;  and 
they  did  fa  them 
before  dispeople. 


)  And  they 
had  a  few  imall 

iifrc*; 


were 


Cb.  viil. 


rrmnded  to  fit 
them  aUb  Mow 

tbiVL 

8  &  they  did 
cat,  andvmfill- 
cd:  and  they  took 
op  of  da  broken 
oat  that  ms  left, 

frvtn  baton. 
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.  k 

*  riLi  *nd  "*  were  included  in  the  provifions  for  which  oar  Lord  gave 
bkfled,  wdcom'  than^g  -j- .  and  be,  miraculouRy  enlarging  tbeir  quantity 

aUb,  ordered  the  apoftles  to  band  them  round  about  a* 
mong  the  company* 

8  By  means  of  this  diftrihution  of  the  bread  and  filh, 
the  vaft  number  of 'people  then  prdent  bad  enough  \  and 
fir  aonzing.vn  the  inCreafe,  by  the  creating,  power  of 
this  divine  Matter  of  the  feafl^  that  after  they  were  all 
thoroughly  fatisfied,  the  apoftlcs  gathered •  together  as 
many,  fragments  as  filled  feven  baikecs  for  after  •nTe* 

9  And  y«  the  number  of  the  perfons  who  were  thus 
liberally  fed  was  about  four  thousand  men,  befides  «o~ 
men  and  children,  {Mat.  xv.  38,)  and  when  they  had 
been  grarioully  inttru£ted,  and  fiifficiently  refrdhed  for 
their  journey  nome,  our  Lord  difmiffed  them., 

10  The  multitude  being  gone,  he  embarked' with  Jus 
apoftles  i  and,  patting  over  the  lake  of  Genntfarethy  went 
a  (bore  on  the  coafl  of  Dahnanvtbai  not  far  from  Mag- 
data.  (Mat.  xv.  39.) 

1 1  And  there  the  Pbarifttt  foon  gathered  together  a* 
bout  him,  in  company  with  the  Sadiucets,  (Mat.  xvi.  r .) 
and  began  to  enter  into  a  difpute  with  him,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  all  the  wonderful  works  he  had  wrought  were 
not  fufficient  to  larisfy  them  .of  bis  divine  power  and 
miffioni  They  therefore  demanded,  that,  to  put  the 
'matter  paft  doubt,  he  .would  not  amufe  them  with  fur- 
prifiug  changes  only  on  earthly  things,  in  which  tricks 
of  art  might  poflttuy  deceive  tbe  common  people;  but 
that  he  would  give  them  Tome  immediate  and  vifible 
fign  from  heaven  itidf,  in  which  there  could  be  no  col* 
lufion.  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat.  xvi.  t.)  This  they  did, 
nor  from  any  real  defire  of  receiving  conv&ton,  but  in 
hopes  of-  getting  feme  advantage  againft  him. 

in  Our  Lord  therefore,  knowing  their  bypocrify, 
and  their  tricked  defign  in  this  propofal,  fetched  a  deep 
figh,  and  faid.  What  falfe  pretenders  to  honeft  inquiry, 
and  what  a  malicious  fet  of.  people,  am  I  caft  amongft ! 
After  all  my  unqaettionable  miracles,  which,  having 

been 

T  8.  . 

pfffeatcj  1*  bat  out  But  the  icafon 

Why,  in  the  inflicotioD  of  the  Lottos  flipper* 
ihcfe  Wt  fiftinO  prayers,  out 'before  the 
bread*  and  the  other  afterwards,  before  rive 
cup  was  received*  might  be,  not  otriy  tor  tlie 
greater  fotemniiy;  but  likewise  becaulciiie  eat¬ 
ing  waaoVer  before  the  drinking  ircyatt,  a nd 
Ixcaufc  the  two  elements  were  therein  (et  spirt 
for  Cured  ofe,  to  fignify  andl>rin£  to  rcmoiw 


9  And  they  that 
had  e were 
about  (bur  thojcH 

And;  andbefent 

them  away* 


1  o  And  ftrdffht- 
way  be  entered  in* 
to  a  (hip  with 
hU  ditiripka*  and 
came  Into  t|)t 
parte  of  Dalma* 
nutha* 

tt  And  the 
Phvifeee  came 
forth*  and  be^aa 
to  qaeffion  with 
him*  fee  king  of 
him  a  G|n  from 
heaven,  kmptioe 
hi  cu¬ 


lt  And  h« 
fished  deeply  in 
hu  fpirit ,  and 
fifth*  Why  doth 
this  generation 
fctk  after  a  fan  5 
VcrUy* 


N  O 

f  As  Chrift’t  btefling  the  loaves  and  fifoes 
rdated  dot  to  the  otf  raedbtfs  imaki  plication 
of  them,  but  to  bis  enflomary  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  God  at  a  bountiful  bcurfuftor*  (& 
the  note  on  Jl tutu  *iy*  ijr.)  \  f<Tit  feemj  that 
his  Ucffin^them  did  not  coafift  of  two  pray- 
cr$,  difttnftly  made  one  after  another  over 
eicb;  bat  only  of  one  prayer*  relating  to 
the  whole  entertainment  5  for  the  foam  and 


filhes  were  donbtfcfi  e*t  together  _  _  .  _  . 

all  ocher  places,  where  this*,  and  the  tbln- *  mgs*  one  of  hi?  body ,  as  intimated  m  \i*  fce* 
de  of  feeding  live  tbou&nd,  arc  fpoken  of,  irg  broken  ;  £;>d  the  other  Lis  loirf,  in 
hi>  Uetfing  foih  the  have;  and  tibtf  JS  rv-  the  -,C'  hit 


m. 

Verity,  I  Uy  tm- 
fe  yon  ,  There 
AilL  no  Ago  be 
gUta  tothu  ge» 
t mttav 


Ch,  Viii, 


ty  AitdhaStft 

them,  ind  CDLfT* 
in*  into  the  ftip 
Jguo*  departed  1* 

Uttodur  fide.  r 

;  «4Kowibr«^ 
tifih  (ud  fwTpx- 
ten  9o  take  bread* 

fcdthcr  bad  they 
in  the  Qrip  with 
them  rt ore  than 
faebaf. 

if  And  he 
charged  ihetn.  v 
|jyl  ngj  Ta  fce  heed 
brave  of  the  tea*- 
vtoof  the  Fharl- 
fet,  and  the 
of  rier 


|C4TO 


rod* 


ttf  And  they 
ftafcrtod  among 
there  frWet,  fiy* 
ing,  ll  u  bccanfc 
wthrrc  do  bread* 


rj  And  when 
Jeiyt  fcnew  i/,  Jic 
£v*h  imNrthim, 
Why  rcafrn  ye, 
heatft  ye  have 

IW  bmd  ?  per- 

edre  ye  not  ret, 
firiritfr  under  - 
Hand  ?  ha?e  ye 

yerer  heart 
utdentil  - 


6m  y*  rtfltr  amt 

hi' 


been  wrought  among  themoir  earthy  ire  cafiahTd  of  be* 
i  ng  tried  and  proved  -  by  the;  ftriftdt  tsamination,  why 
fltould  they  infift  upon  it  that  they  will  not  believe  un- 
Jefa  I  gratify  their  urir^afonahie  oqriolity  In  giving  them 
ifiok  Ggtt  imroediately  from  ’heaven  f  I  hill  you 


a  vi 


fort 

incorrigible  $  generation  of'metras  ye  ire  ;  Ye  do  not 
defer  vc  it,  nor:  won  Id  ye  be  convinced  by  it  j  afld  it  is 
beneath  mycharafter  to  horn  dot  you  in  it. 

-  1 3  Having-  given  them  tbir rawer,  be  turned'  away 
from  them,  as  one  that  would  siBe  *o  further  pair*  to 
reclaim  them ;  and,  re-tmbariung-is  die  veflel,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake. 

.  14-  How  by  this  time  the  difeiplei  ftock  of  bread  was 
fo.far  reduced,  that  they  had-but-a  tingle  loaf  aboard  a- 
mong  them -all,  they  having  forgot  ttr  recruit  while  they 

were  aQiort* 

15  And  Cbrifl  knowing  this,* as  slfo  that  they  began 
to  call  to  mind  and  w  bhuns  fhemfelves  for  their  nc* 

J 

gfc&,tookoceafiori,  according  to  liiscaftom  of  iriipfoving 
preterit  occurrences,  in  temporal :  affairs,  for  fpiritual 
ufes,  to  wain  thcrtrtgainft  die- leaven  of  the  Pbarifees% 
and  of  the  Htrodiarts  who  were  tnbftly  Sddduceej ;  mean* 
ing  their  corrupt  da&ribe*,  .which  Were  as  apt  to  fpread 
tbeir  malignant  influence  thro'  mans  minds  and  manners, 
and  to  infeft  others  that  convtrfe  with  them,  as  leaven, 
put  into  a  parcel  of  meal*  is  jo  diffuse  rtfclf  through  and 
four  the  whale  mate. 

16  The  apoftles,  upon  hearing  bun  fpeak  of  leaven 
juft  at  the  time  when  they  were  concerned  about  fcarcity 
of  bread,  imagined  that  he  thereby  intended  to  reprove 
them  for  theis  cacdefTnefs  tn  net-providing  fo  mpeh  as 
they  might  want  for  their  prefcnt  {apply* 

.  17- But  Jefiia  observing  their  groiftraiftafce,  espqftu  - 
lated  wkb  them  in  a-  way  of  friendly  and  yet  fharp  rd- 
bake,  faying,'.  How  is  it  that  ye  foil  range!  y  mifcoriftnie 
my  admonition,  by  fancying  that  '1  am  fo  felicitous  a* 
bout  food,  -as  to  upbraid- you  for  your  negligehce  ini  not 
fumifhing  yoiirfelves  with  bread  ?  Do  not  ye,  after 
having  been  fo  long  With  me,’  yet  underftand  my  way 
of  fpiritinliiing  natural  things  ?  and,  ’after  the  gTeat 
miracles  I  have  wrought  in  vour  prefcnee,  add  that  par¬ 
ticularly  to  fupply  -  a  dcfaCr -of  bread,  have  ye  not  yet 
learned  to  depend  upon  my  power  and  goodnds  l  Are 
ye  ftill  fo  flupid,  and  fo  flow  of  heart  to  believe,  not- 
wjthftandtng  ail  that  ye  have  feed  and  heard  from  me  ? 

1 8  Yea,  after  I  have  enlightened  ycur  minds,  are  ye 
frill  fo  apt  to. be  confufed,  and  carnal  in  your  thoughts? 

and, 


Ch.  vm,. 

Jutifi£f§r/,  hat 

ycodc?  aaddoyc 
do t  itMmbcr  / 


2 2tf  Evangclift  Make/) araphrajtd. 


19  Ifbca  I 
bake  (be  l?rt 
btTCi  among  five 
ttoifmd  f  bow 
mjjiy  bafiutt  foil 
ortngmcBUtook 
ye  up  ?  *rtey 

liy  uato  him  f 

TWvr. 

to  And  when 
the  rev  cn  amdbg 
four  tbotiltAd  , 
how  many  befit'* 
u*  full  of  fag- 
men  ts  took  7*  up  f 
And  they 
£e«n* 

tr  Andhcfaid 
unto  thfcm,  How 
It  It  that  je  do 
on  uBdcrttaad  ? 


at  And  beta* 
mah  to  fiethtid- 
da  ;  and  they 
bring  4  blind  auji 
untonim^  aodbe- 
Ibught  him  to 
touch  him. 

i^Airiheraok 
the  blind  van  by 
the  hind,  and  led 
him  oar  of  the 

town;  and  when 
he  had  fpiroo  his 
eye*  ami  pw  hi* 
hands  upon  him, 
hratted  him,  if 

he  Jaw  ptfght  ? 


a#  And  be 

looked  op*  and 
f4id»  1  fa  men  as 
tree*,  wadking. 

%S  After  that, 
he  pot  his  bands 
again  upon  bis 
eyes,  and  made 
hint  look  up  ; 
and  be  tas  itfto- 
jed,  and  Ur*  co¬ 
xy  man  dearly* 
a 4  And  he  fort 
h  im  a  tray  to  his 

houfr, 


and*  after  I  have  opened  your  ears  to  inftru&ioh,  are  ye 
Hill  fo  thill  of.  apptehenfion,  and  &  prone  to  mifutider- 
ftand  tfty  words  l  \V  bat  I  do  ye  never  rcfic&  upon  the 
great  things  which  ye  have  lets  me.  do  ? 

ip  Pray. look. hack,  and  conGder:  When  I  lately  fed 
five  thoufond-roea,  befidcs  women  and  children*  with 
fire  loaves*: and  they  eat  as  long  as  they  could,  how 
many  balkets-full  did  ye  gather  together  of  the  remain* 
ing  piecesthat  were  to  fpare  ?  Urey  replied* -Twelve* 

to  And*  laid,  he,  when -.the  other  day  I  Satisfied  to 
tbefullfour  chouiond  men,- befidee  women  and  children* 
with  fcTen-loaves,  bow  many  balkets  did  ye  fill  with  the 
remaining  fragments  then-  ?  They  anfwered,'  Seven. 

21  Then  be  added,  How  amazing  is  it,  that  ye  (hoyjd 
be  capable  6f  lb  perfeftly  remembering  the  vail  Inereafo 
which  my  power  gave  once  and  again  to  fb  (mall  a  qdan* 
tity.Of  food}  and  yetftould  be  fo  unbelieving,  and  lb' 
weak  -and  ftupid* .  as  to  imagine  that  I  was  felicitous  a- 
hout  your  having  no  bread,  when  I  cautioned  you  again!! 
tbe  leaven  of  the  Pborifut  and  others}  and  that  ye  fnouid 
not  rather  apprehend  me  to  mean  the  dangerous  infe&iofi 
of  their  falfe  do&rinct,  which  inlinuate  thcmfdvcs  like 
leaven ! 

±1  Soon  after  our  Lard  had  (aid  this,  he  landed  with 
his  ajioftlea  at  Setbfauia }  and  there  lo me  people  prefented 
to  him  a  blind  man,  in  treating  that  he  would  have  pity 
.on  him  and.  cure  hint,  which  they  believed  be  could ’do 
'by  only  laying  his  hands  upon  him. 

23  And  as  he  was  always  ready  to  do  good,  and  yet 
with  as  little  nolle  and  appearances  of  oftentation  as 
poffible  j  lb  he  freely  granted  their  requell,  tho’  chuling 
to  work  this- miracle  in  a  private  manner,  bccaufe  of  the 
obftinate  infidelity  which  reigned  among  the  inhabitants 
of  that  place ;  And  therefore,  taking  the  blind  man  by 
the  hand,  he  led  him,  like  a  guide,  out  of  the  town  } 
where*  putting  fpiitic  into  his  eyes,  and  laying  his  hands 
upon  him,  he  alked  him.  Whether- he  had  any  fight? 

24  .The  hlind  man,  beginning  toperceive  fome  glim* 
mcring  of  light,  lifted  up  his  eyes,  and  told  him,  that 
he  law  a  little*  but  it  was  fo  obfeureiy,  that  he  could 
hardly  diiiinguHh  men  from  trees  by  any  thing  but  theif 

walking. 

25  Then  tbe  divine  Oculift  touched  Ms  eyes  a  fecond 
time}  and  bidding  Mm  look  up  again,  he  found  his 
light  &  perfe£My  recovered,  that  be  could  eaGly  and  ex- 
auly  difltnguilb  every  man  that  prefented  before  him. 

26  And  when  onr  Lord  had  thus  thoroughly  reftor-ed 
his  fight}  he  difmified  him*  charging  him  to  go  dii  ctlly 


sSS 


ho  tilt  >  fiyiitf  p 
Neither  go  into 
die  rovn*  nor  cdl 
U  to'myli  the 
tow  a* 


tt  Awt  JeftW 
Went  09t,  end  bis 
rfiTripk*,  into  the 
towns  of  Cdata 
PUlippi  -s  and  by 
the  way  he  afceil 
his  difcipki,  fny* 

log  unto  them* 
whom  do  men 
Ay  that  I  im  ? 

it  And  <  they 
itifwcrtd  *  John 
the  Baptiftr  bet 
loO*e  Jfcji  EIUa^ 
nod  other*,  One 
of  the  prophets. 


ip  And  be  faith 
unto  them.  But 
whom  fay  YC  that 
*1  am  }  And  Peter 
■nfwereih  ,  and 

lakh  nntu  him, 
Thw  u  t  the 

CHrifti 


jo  And ,  he 
•barged  them  * 
tint  they  flirmld 
tdl  D(J  nftti  of 


Jt  And  he  be* 

fait  tot  each  the 
that  the  Son  of 
uian  muft  Tnfler 

many 


+ 
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to  his  own  home,  without  returning  into  Betbfaidat  o 
acquainting  any  of  its  inhabitants  what  a  wonderful  cun 
he  had  wrought  upon  him  *  For  Chriit  knew  that  i1 
would  be  to  little  purpofe  for  this  man  to  go  and  repon 

his  cure  to  them,  who  were  fo  infamous  for  their  im¬ 
penitence,  penerfeneCs,  and  contempt,  in  rejecting  hit 
gofpd,  and  his  numerous  mighty  works  which  they  had 
been  eye-witoefles  off  (Mat,  xi.  a  I.) 

17  After  this,  Jefus  removed  with  his  apoftles  from 
that  neighbourhood,  and  travelled  thro*  feveral  towns 
in  the  country  rdCefarea  Philippi  t  and,  while  they  were 
on  their  journey,  he  took  an  opportunity  to  intioduce 
his  defignof  gradually  leading  them  into  a  view  of  his 
proper  work  and  office  as  the  Meffiah,  by  a  iking  them, 
What  the  opinion  and  talk  of  the  common  people  were 
concerning  him  t 

■  a?  To  which  the  apofttes  replied.  It  i$  the  prevailing 
notion  of  fome,  that  thou  art 'John-tbe  Baptifiy  rifen  from 
the  dead :  Others  think  thee  to  be  Elijah  the  7ifbbiUt 
comedown  from  heaven,  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Mef* 

fiah  ;  And  others  lay  that  thou  art  Jeremiahy  or  fome 
other  of  the  ancient  prophets,  appear  fog  again  among 
them.  (Mat.  xvi.  14.) 

■  39  Then  Cud  our  Lord,  But,  among  thefe  various 

opinions,  .what  are  your  own  thoughts- about  me,  after 
all  the  intimate  acquaintance  ye  hare  bad  with  me,  and 
with  my  manner  of  life,  doffafae,  and  miracles  i  Peter 
anfwered,  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  they  fignifying  their 
confent,  We  are  foriafied  that- thou  an'  the  true  Meffiah 
formerly  promifed  in  the  Old' Teftament,  and  now 
looked  for  by  tbofc  that  are'  waiting  fir  redemption  in  If- 
rati  *  and  we  believe  in  thee  as  fuch. 

30  Our  Saviour  thereupon  expreHed  his  high  appro* 
barium  of  this  noble  confeffion  of  their  faith,  (Mat.  xvi. 
17.)}  -and  yet  enjoined  them  not  to-be  free  in  publiftiing 
this  do&rinefor  the  prefent,  at  lead  not  in  plain  and 
expreis  terms,  that  he  might  not  encourage  any  attempts 
of  the  common  people  to,fet  him  tip  fora  temporal  king, 
nor  pur  his  inveterate  enemies  upon  refutations  of  dis¬ 
patching  him  before  his  time,  -nor  might  foreftall  the 
brighter  evidence  which  was  to  he  given  of  his  divine 
character  after  his  re  furred!  ion,  Left  they,  who  would  not 
receive  rim  apoftfes  declaration  now,  (hould  be  prejudiced 
againft  the  higher  teftimony  they  were  to  give  of  him  then. 

31  And  to  let  them  into  the  rcafonAf. this  prohibition, 
and  at  the  fame  time  into  the  great  defign  of  bis  coming 
into  the  world  to  perform  the  Me  fit  ah's  office,  he  began 
to  tell  them  very  freely,  which  he  afterwards  often  re¬ 
peated; 


Cfc.  vfii. 

may  thmjfi,  ukl 
and  bevqctird  of 
the  clden,  and  of 
the  chief  pffcfti 
and  icriboi,  and 
be  killed,  and  af¬ 
ter  three  days  rife 
agaio. 


31  And  be 
fpake  that  ftyiag 
openly,  Pe¬ 
ter  took  him,  and 
began  to  rebuke 
him* 


t3  tint  whed 
he  had  tamed  a* 
boot,  and  Idofccd 
on  hi*  difdpLts* 
he  rebuked  Peter  t 
laying,  Oct  thee 
behind  me,  Sal¬ 
tan  :  for  thoo  fa- 
weetft  not  the 

thing*  that  b*  df 
God ,  but  the 
thiugt  that  be  of 
men* 


14  And  when 
he  had  called  the 
people  onto  him, 
with  hie  difciplo 
aha,  he  laid  onto 
then.  Whosoever 
will  come  after 

rae. 


Yol.  I. 
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peated,  that,  before  he  Ihould  appear  in  all  the  glory  of 

his  chare&er,  he  muft  fiiffel  -many  fevere  and  opprobri¬ 
ous  things  from  the  hands  of  his  enemies ;  mutt  be  de* 
Died,  abuled,  and  treated  as  an  impoftor,  by  the  JeiuiJb 

fanhedrim,  till  at  length  they  would  pot  him  to  a  pain* 
fol  and  ignominious  death,  three  days  after  which  he 
fhoold  certainly  rile  again.  (See  the  note  on  Mat. 

Xxvii*  63.} 

3a  And  now,  while  their  faith  was  fb  ftrong,  he 
thought  proper  to  tell  them  of  thefe  important  thing* 
(«Wm)  in  the  plaineft  terms,  without  uiing  Any  Ggure, 
that  he  might  check  their  expectations  of  worldly  gran* 
deiir  from  dim,  and' might  prepare  them  before-hand 

for  the  trial  of  his  fuflerings,  and  prevent  their  after- 
Humbling  at  them.  But  they  did  not  know  how  to  take 
in  thoughts  of  this  kind  J  and  Piter  particularly,  upon 
hearing  him  (peak  of  fuffering  and  dying,  was  fo  full 
of  amazement  and  concern,  that  he  raQily  took  him  a- 
fide,  and  in  too  free  a  manner  chid  him,  faying,  What 
do  you  mean  by  talking  at  this  rate?  far  be  it  from  thee. 
Lord,  that  any  of  thefe  dilinal  things  Ihould  ever  come 
to  pals.  (Mat.  xvi.  77>) 

33  But  the  meek  and  humble  Jefus  never  dilicovered 
fuch  resentment  againft  a  difciple  as  on  this  occafion  $ 
when,  turning  (kort  upon  Petert  and  looking  with  * 
ftem  countenance,  and  with  a  glance  of  his  eye  toward 
the  reft  of  the  apoftles  that  they  might  the  more  obferve 
it,  he  fcverely  took  him  to  talk  in  their  bearing,  and  laid 
to  him  with  holy  indignation,  Away  with  all  this  falls 
friendfliip :  You  herein  ad  the  part  of  the  greateft  enemy 
to  the  moft  important  defign  of  my  coramlffion  :  Satan 
himfclf  could  not  fliggeft  a  mare  injuriaus  thing  to  met 
and  you  are  really  doing  his  work,  and  a&injg  under 
his  influence,  to  defeat  the  method  by  which  his  power 
is  to  be  deftroyed  5  (be  the  note  on  Mat.  xvi;  23.):  For 
yon  herein  have  no  true  difeerning  or  tafte  of  the  Ipiriraal 
nature  of  my  kingdom,  and  of  thole  things  which  God 
has  ordained  for  his  glory  and  the  redemption  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  }  but  are  only  rtiilhing  and  confulting  what  may  be 
moft  likely  to  promote  temporal  grandeur  and  worldly 
advantages. 

34  lien  ordering  the  people  to  draw  near,  that  they, 
together  with  his  apoftles,  might  bear  what  was  necef- 
fary  for  them  alfo  to  learn,  he  addrefied  himfelf  to  the 
whole  company  in .  the  following  manner:  Whofoevcr 
among  you  deGres  to  embrace  my  do&rine,  and  adhere 
to  me,  muft  be  nnbottomed  from  feif,  and  be  ready  to 

give  up  his  worldly  honours,  pleafores,  and  enjoyments, 

%  T  and  - 


7$Q 

me,  let  him  deny 
Iimi&lf,  and  lake 
Uph  is  cio&,  and 
fallow  me. 


35 

ever  will  five  hi* 
Tile  ,  thall  lofe 
is :  but  wl^icvtt 
iiull  lofc  hi*  life 
fur  my  fskc  arid 
the  jjofpti‘f,  flic 
5a nit;  felt  lave  it- 


*<5  For  *rhat 
ftalt  it  pftifit  a 
mao,  tf  lit  iliaU 
giin  the  whuk 
world,  and  Jofe 
bis  Own  foul? 

37  Of  what 
ihall  a  man  jjjvc 
iu  exchange  fur 
tU  fool  ? 


Whofotwr 
therefore  (hall  he 
ftthamol  of  mit 
and  of  my  words* 
hi  this  adulter  do*. 
and  finful  genera¬ 
tion  |  of  him  a!f» 
(hall  the  tkm  of 
m;in  be  afliamcd, 
when  he  comcrti 
in  the  glory  of  his 
Father,  with  the 
holy  angels. 
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and  to  fufler  all  forts  of  perfections,  even  to  death  ,  fur 
my  feke  f  >  and  mult  cleave  with  full  purpofe  of  heart 
unto  mey  following  my  example,  and  obierving  all  my 
commands. 

3y  For  he,  who,  thro’  unbelief  and  fear  of  fufferings, 
(hall  difown  and  forlakc  me  and  my  caufe  in  hopes  ol 
preferring  his  life  for  the  piefent,  fhail  certainly  lofe  it 
by  the  worft  of  deaths  for  ever  ;  But  he,  who,  from  a 
principle  of  faith  in,  and  love  to  me,  dial)  courageoufty 
hazard  his  life  for  my  honour,  and  fuffer  death  for  his 
belief,  efteem,  and  profeflkm  of  my  gofpel,  fhail  only 
exchange  a  temporal  for  an  eternal  life  >  and  fo,  pro¬ 
perly  fpeaking,  his  life  ihall  be  rather  perfected  than  loft, 
and  he  will  be  the  greateft  gainer  in  the  end. 

3 6,  37.  For  what  will  all  the  comforts  and  enjoyments 
of  this  uncertain,  unfetisfying,  amt  perilling  world,  a- 
vail  any  man,  were  he  to  have  them  in  (heir  urmoftful- 
nefs,  if  at  laft  his  own  precious  and  immortal  foul  (hould 
be  loft  for  ever,  in  a  deprivation  of  all  happinefs,  and 
in  being  overwhelmed  with  eternal  angvifh  and  defpair  ? 
What  can  comtxiifate  fueh  a  dreadful  Tofs  as  this?  What 
can  retrieve  it  ?  Or  what  would  not  any  man  in  his  ren¬ 
tes,  efpecrally  when  he  begins  to  feel  the  terrors  of  this 
tofs,  give  or  fuffer  to  prevent  it? 

3  ft  The  condition  therefore  of  all  thofe  mull  be  very 
fad  indeed,  who  prefer  any  thing  in  this  world  to  me ; 
fince  whoever,  upper  any  temporal  confute  rat  ion,  fhaH 
be  afhamed .  to  profefs  and  (land  up  for  me  and  my 
caufe,  or  {hall  be  afraid  to  own, me  and  my  gofpel,  pea* 
pie,  and  ways,  in  a  corrupt  and  degenerate  age  that  op* 
pofes  and  reviles  them  ;  the  true  Mefftah,  who  is  indeed 
the  Son  of  man,  will  difdaau  to  own  fuch  for  his  difeiptes, 
when  he  {hall  appear  in  the  brighteft  glory  of  his  divine 
as  well  as  office-chara£ters,  furrounded  with  an  innumer¬ 
able  company  of  angels,  to  j  udge  the  world  in  righteouf* 
nefsat  the  laic  day.  (Sec  Iwjteix.  26.  and  the  note  upon  it.) 


RECOLLECT  I  ON S. 

How^apt  is  tfntelief  to  raife  and  (hick  at  difficulties,  as  if  they  were  too  great 
ter  Chnlt  to  furmount ;  and  how  pfone  fo  fnilconftrfrc  his  difpL'nlations,  and  to 
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fancy,  is  to  w  encouraged;  and  all  this  unbcJxf*  whether  in  the  total,  or  only  iti 

the  partial  degree,  argues  fuch  hardaefe  of  hearty  as  caH$  for  lamentation  and  fe- 

*crc  reproof:  And  yet,  fftaaf  how  great  arc  {ty  remainders  iff  Cod's  own  peopte 

during  their  pretent  ftatc  of  infirmity?  How  doth  anr  evil  leaven  work  in  them, 

'  and 

N  O  T  E. 

f  "f  i*  *n  .ill  lift  on  id  *  known  ntfl'sm  among  the  Jfoowtti,  vho 

that  ww  tiv  he  crun^fl  to  t.iU  fftrir  croft,  or  ai  IchJI  of  it,  upon  (heir  Jhaaltisc-v 
aud  c-jny  rt  to  th*  place  ui  ^orution*  otc  the  iwic  on  Mdff.  wuriL  3*. 
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and  attempt  to  in fi mute  it felf  into  them !  And  what  need  have  the»  to  be  warn- 
arwl  to  he  continually  watchful  againft  it,  and  that  with  refpcft  to  corrupt 
<l-»£krincfl  its  wcil.as  predicts,  becatifcof  the  bad  influence  that  principle*  have 
upon  the  heart  and  life!  ThU  works  and  prevails  to  the  ruin  of  obftinate  finneri; 
rtmi  if  they  perfift  in  infidelity  and  impenitence,  Chrift  wilt  never  gratify  their  cu~ 
riolity  or  bumoufr,  to  reclaim  them ;  die  will  turn  away  from  them  in  righteous 
indignation,  and  leave  them  to  the  heavy  judgments  which  they  deferve.  But  oh 
how  ready  is  be  lo  bear  with  his  people’s  infirmities,  and  to  help,  and  heat,  and 
five  them,  who  are  fenfible  oF  tbeir  pants,  and  apply  by  faith  to  him  for  mercy  1 
He  fometime*  relieves  them  in  an  inftant,  and  at  others  in  a  more  gradual  way; 
fame  times  in  a  public,  and  at  others  in  a  more  private  manner,  as  may  be  mo  ft 
For  his  glory  and  their  good;  aad.afl  his  gracious  difeoveries  to  them  arr  at  the 
moft  feaibnablt  times,  when  they  are  fitteft  to  receive  them.,  and  in  oft.  likely  not 
to  abufc  them:  But  if  Satan  gets  an  advantage,  and  they,  through  his  influence, 
and  the  Carnal  workings  of  their  own  hearts,  make  a  wrong  ule  of  them,  Chrift 
will  Ihew  hii  difpleafnre,  and  (harply  rebuke  them,  how  much  foever  he  loves 
them. — How  low  werehU  difcipks  notions  about  the  nature  of  his  kingdom,  and 
how  flow  of  understanding,  believing,  and  consenting  to*  the  platneft  notices  he 
gave  them  of  his  fuficrings  and  death*  But  we  mufr  receive  a  humbled,  well  aa 
an  exalted  Saviour,  iF  we  would  have  him  v  for  our  own ;  atul  mu  ft  be  ready  to 
fuffer  with  him,  and  not  be  aftiamcd  to  own  him  by  a  profrfTed  fubjciffion  to  him, 
however  we  may  be  reproached  for  it,  as  ever  we  hope  to  be  glorified  with  him, 
and  to  be  owned  by  him,  when  he  ihall  come  in  the  illuftrioos  p6mp  and  gr3n» 
ticur  of  the  laft  day.  What  are  all  the  fuffrrings  and  flume  of  this  preftnt  Rate, 
compared  with  the  glory  that  lhall  |be  revealed  then  ?  And  then  what  fignifica  it 
whether  we  be  in  the  profperous  or  afttided  circuraftauccs  of  this  dying  life  f 
The  great  concern  is,  what  will  become  of  our  immortal  fouh,  and  what  they  lb  ail 
be  for  ever* 


CHAP,’  IX. 


Chrifts  transfiguration^  i, — 10*  His  difeotirfe  about  the  coming  if  E* 
lias*  1 1*— 13*  He  cafis  opt  an' evil  fpirity  which  hit  difcipUs  could 
net  do  for  want  of  faiths  14**— 19*  Fort  els  his  death  and  refurrec - 
tion$  30,-32,  Exhorts  his  difciples  to  humility  $  33, — 37.  Forbids 
to  prevent  tbeir  ailing  for  him  who  were  not  againft  hhn>  and  cau¬ 
tions  again  fi  off  ending  any  that  believe  m  him >  381—50. 


Te  1  r. 

Nf>  he  hid 

unto  them. 


Verity  1  6y  unto 
you,  that  there  be 
ibtntohhcm  that 
fnnd  here,  which 
fnall  not  ufleof 
de^ih,  lid  they 
hive  then  the 
kingdom  of  God 
come  with  power* 


Paraphrase.. 

OUR  Lord,  at  the  dofe  of  the  foregoing  difeourfe, 
faid  f,  I  aiTuredly  tell  you,  that  the  Mefltah  will 
foon  give  a  fpecimen  of  his  judicial  power :  For,  forme 
who  are  now  living*  and  hearing  me  fpeak,  (hall  not  die, 
till  they  fee  a  fignal  appearance  of  his  power  and  king¬ 
dom,  in  the  plentiful  effiilion  of  his  fpirit,  in  the  Utter 
deflruftion  of  the  Jews  for  tbeir  aggravated  unbelief, 
and  in  the  amazing  fuccefs  of  the  go  (pel,  and  eftablifh- 
menc  of  the  New-T e foment  church  thro'  the  world  ; 
and  fome  (hall  very  foon  behold  a  lively  emblem  of  all 
his  glory,  which  (ball  hereafter  be  more  fully  revealed. 

T  z  (See 

N  O  T  fi. 


f  Here  i*  cvWtfirtljr  a  wrong  dtrifron  of  the 
chapters,  which  was  the  work  cfbucrugesi 
F;>r  this  verfe  hr  long*  to  the  cltift  nf  ih*:  yvre* 
di&juriir,  «  appears  iVofli  the  gdivr 


evanedifts;  and  therefore  it  night  to  have 
couctttuoC  the  former  chapter,  and  not  K'- 
yiu  this,  according  tit  the*  rtiritioii  lira!  ti 
mdc  Li  Jila//?;  xc  JtUctu  js*i«  aatl  svi;, 


<9® 

%  A  itj  after 
fix  days>  jelbs  te* 
irtti  vith  hhn> 
PcttiTtiad  James* 
fnrf  lewkth  ifiera 
tip  unid  an  tiijfh 
frout^ain  apart 
Ey  tlrciftfihrte  : 
and  he  v4  ironf- 
figmtx)  before 
them. 

j  And  his  ni* 
mem  became  toi- 

toin%t  exceeding 
white  aifnow  j  Jo 
no  fuller  on 
earth  can  while 
them* 

b 

4  A  rid  ihertr«p~ 
pcarol  onto  them 
Eiiu,  with  Mu~ 
!  And  they 
w*ro  itlJtintf  with 
/tfiis. 


S  And  Pctiff 
anfwcrcd  and  (aid 
fo  jdttt*  Matter, 
tt  U  gnod  for  ti* 
<o  be  here;  and 
lex  ttt  make  three 
fthcmieki ;  one 
for  thcc,  and  one 
fbr  Motes,  and 
Ooc  for  ELU&, 


d  For  be  wiflf 

not  what  to  Iky  ; 
for  they  ^erefore 
afraid- 


7  And  there 

was  2  cloud  that 
or  crib  ado  wed 
them :  and  a  met 
<imc  oik  of  tbe 
eloud  ,  faying  , 
1'his  is  my  hcEi* 
Son  i  hear 

Kuifc 
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(See  the  note  on  Mat.  xvi.  28.) 

2  And  after  fix  days  were  completely  run  out  from 

this  time,  {Luke  ix#  28.)  Jtfus  tingled  out  three  of  his 

apofUes,  Peter ,  James f  and  John ;  and  taking  them  a  - 
long  with  him  to  the  top  of  a  remarkable  nigb  hill, 
(fee  the  note  on  Mat.  xv&  1.)  the' form  of  his  per  fan 
was  there  fuddenly  changed  iotofuch  dazzling  Juftre, 
as  gave  bhn  the  appearance  of  God  incarnate,  before 
their  eyes.  (See  Mat.  xvii.  2.  and  the  note  there.) 

3  His  face  not  only  {bone  with  rays  of  brighmefs  like 
the  meridian-fun  rn  a  dear  Iky \  but  beams  of  divine 
glory  feemed  to  dart  throf  every  pore  of  bis  body;  and, 
by  means  of  thefe,  all  hi$  clothes  glittered,  and  appeared 
as  perfectly  white  as  fuow,  farfurpaffing  the  nunod 
power  of  the  fulltng-art  to  imitate. 

4  And,  as  a  farther  repr dentation  of  his  coming 
hereafter  to  be  glorified  in  his  (aims,  two  eminent  fer- 
vantsof  God  from  heaven  appeared  with  him,  in  (hiring 
robes,  viz.  Mofes  and  Riidt  t  And  to  fhew  that  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  as  well  as  the  evangelifts  and  apofiles, 
bore  witnefs  to  Chrift,  and  that  Old  as  well  as  New 
Telia ment  believers  fliould  be  glorified  with  him,  thefe 
ancient  chiefs  of  tbe  former  dtfpenfadon  were  admitted 

to  commsne  with  him. 

1 

$  Tben  Peter,  full  of  eeftafy  and  amazement  at  this 
glorious  and  tranfportirig  fight,  broke  oat  into  the  fol¬ 
lowing  exclamation  and  requeft,  L old,  what  0  heavenly 
interview  is  this  1  What  an  honour  and  delight  ia  k  foi 
us,  thy  poor  difciples,  to  he  favoured  with  fiicb  a  pre- 
fence!  Here  let  us  all  foe  .  our  abode  y  and^  in  order 
thereuntoy  fuller  us  to  ere&  three  tents,  one  for  thee, 
another  for  Mofes,  and  tbe  third  for  £Has,  that  what  we 
now  enjoy  may  be  continued  to  us. 

6  So  powerfully  did  bis  warm  affeftions  bear  down 
his  judgment  f  for  he,  as  well  as  his  two  other  brethren, 
was  in  a  manner  overcome  with  awful  wonder  and  joy, 
Jo  that  he  almoft  foil  poffeSion  of  his  own  mind,  and 
hardly  knew  what  he  laid. 

7  And,  at  the  fame  time,  a  fupematural  cloud,  which 
was  a  further  emblem  of  the  divine  glory,  defeended 
upon  the  company,  (fee  the  ooce  on  Mat.  xvii.  5.);  and 
out  of  the  cloud  a  voice  from  God  the  Father  himfelf 
reached  the  ears  of  the  apoftles,  faying.  This  is  my  be¬ 
loved  Son,  who  partakes  of  my  nature,  and  fulfils  my 
pleafure,  and  is  the  grand  medium  of  all  communion 
between  me  and  my  people,  and  who  reveals  my  will 
as  the  laft  and  (landing  rule  of  faith  and  obedience  in  all 
things :  Reverence,  adore,  and  believe  in  him,  and 

A 


Ch.  lx. 


S  And  fiiddcti'- 
Jy  when  they  bad 
V*i>kt:L  roowl  a* 
brat,  they  few  00 
min  uy  VMHt> 
fire  jew  only 
with  them  fid  vet. 

9  And  at  they 
pimedovn  fro a 
the  moaouio,  be 
(btmdthenthit 
they  AxhbU  tell 
pn  man  what 
things  they  had 
ften,  till  the  Son 
of  man  weneribn 

from  ibt  dcadp 


10  And  they 
kept,  that  faying 
with  thcmfeivcs, 
qudhodp;  one 

with  another  what 
tbe  rifing  (f»m 

the  dead  bould 

IDCIB- 


1 1  And  they 
liked  him,  ty¬ 
ing,  Why  fay  the 
fen  bo  thu  Elias 
nntft  firft  come  J 


ti  Anlhtm- 
fwered  and  told 

them,  EEui  ireri- 
ly  coraeth  firA, 

and.  idlopoth  all 
rtungi ;  and  how 
it  is  written  of  the 
Son  of  man,  that 
lie  muft  fhAcr  ma¬ 
ny  thing*,  and  be 
Jet  at  nought* 


nSflt  Tftytm- 
to  yoe,  that  Elias 

ii  indeed  come, 

and 
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hearken  diligent]  y  to  the  voice  of  his  word  in  whatsoever 
be  tball  f ay  unto  you. 

8  And  prefenriy  after  this  voice,  the  cloud  was  with- 
drawn,  and  Moftt  and  Elias  were  gone ;  and  the  apoffles,, 
recovering  themfclvcs  out  of  the  rapturous  conftcrnatioii 
which  had  almoft  overfet  their  mortal  nature,  and  look¬ 
ing  about,  faw  nobody  with  them  but  Jefus  himfelf,  who 
then  appeared  again  with  his  ufual  garb  and  countenance, 

9  Then  Jefus  came  down  with  his  a  pottles  from  the 
mount }  and,  before  they  got  to  any  other  company, 
ftiidly  enjoined  them  to  take  no  notice  of  what  they 
had  feen  to  any  one,  till  after  his  refurredion,  becaufe 
that  would  be  the  propereft  and  mod  feafonable  time  for 
fully  nuoiidtiag  and  pabhfliing  his  glory,  and  would 
procure  more  credit  to  their  report  of  this  tranfaeiian, 
than  it  would  bate  found  had  they  made  it  during,  hit 
ftate  of  humiliation, 

10  Accordingly,  is  obedience  to  his  command,  they 
kept  the  fecrct  among  themfclves  till  after  he  was  rifen ; 
box,  in  the  mean  time,  they  can  traded  things  over  in  a 
way  of  inquiry  and  debate  one  with  another  about  this 
fenfc  in  whicn  they  were  to  underftand  his  riling  from 
the  dead}  whether  it  were  .to  be  taken  literally,  or  hi 
feme  metaphorical  reference  to  a  revival  of  his  temporal 
dominion  and  glory  which  their  heads  were  full  of,  hut 
of  which  there  were  little  vifibie  hopes  in  the  then  pre¬ 
fect  ftate  of  things. 

1 1  And  as  Elias  had  only  fltewn  himfelf  privately  and 
tranfiently  to  themfclves,  and  they  were  obliged  to  make 
it  an  abfolute  feeret  tiftafter  what  Chrift  had  called  his 
own  refurrefjtion,  they  afked  him,  Why  their  doftora 
infilled  upon  it,  that  EHas  mull  appear  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  before  the  Mediab,  to  make  way  for  his  coming  to 
fef  up  his  kingdom. 

it  In  anfwer  to  this,  our  Lordtald  them,  It  was  in¬ 
deed  necefiafy,  according  to  the  feripmre,  that  Elies 
Oiould  firft  appear,  to  begin  ami  lead  the  way  |o  the 
great  reformation  which  thtf  Mefiiah  was  to  make  in  the 
world,  by  dirtying  the  people  to  hitn  :  And  he  further 
informed  them  how  the  ancient  prophets  had  likewjfe 
foretold,  that  die  incarnate  Son  pf  God  muft  undergo 
many  fufferings  from  the  hands/bf  wicked  men,  and  be 
contemned  and  rejected  as  an  iropoftor,  and  even  put  to 
death,  before  the  manifcltalionof  his  kingdom  and  glory. 

13  But,  (ays  He,  I  alllire  you,  that  the  Elias  intended 
ip  prophecy  -f  has  already  appeared,  and  done  his  work ; 
Joim  the  Baplift  came  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  that 

f  *  t 


re tas 


NOT  E* 


rtf 


394 

ind  the f  h^ve 
done  unto  hint 
whatsoever  they 
tilled^  it  iswrit* 
ten  of  him. 


14  And  when 
heCfiffKio^Jdif- 
ciptc*,  he  Ciw  a 
great  molt  it  odea- 
hout  them,  and 
the  ffribflf  qiw- 

ilicmng  with 

them* 

1  $  And  (trel^ht- 
way  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  vrjipn  they 
fceheU  him,  were 
greatly  ainucd  , 
md  ninniog  to 
Lim.  l^iuud  him. 

"  p  f 


id  Andheaik- 
cd  lUc  fcribei  , 
TpVhat  q  ltd)  km  ye 
With  them  l 


17  And  one, of 
the  muhitodeap* 
fwrred,  and  laid, 
Matter,  T  have 
brought  on  to  thee 
jny  fqn ,  which 
hath  a  dumb  /pi- 
lit: 

t8  And  'vbete- 
foever  he  taktih 
him,  he  teirctfi 
him  ;  and  he 
foameth  t  and 
gnafbetb  with  bil 
leeth,  and  pincth 
away:  am) j (pakt 
to  thy  di&plff, 
that  they  Should 
cafthimmit;  and 
they  eoohi  not. 

id  He  an  - 
fWcrcd  him.  and 

£*h. 
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famous  man,  as  the  forerunner  of  the  Me  fit  ah  ;  ami  yU 
the  fcribtSy  being  milled  by  falfe  traditions  to  expert  a 
pcrfonal  appearance  of  Elijah  the  TiJbbiUy  would  not 
own  John  under  that  ebarader ;  but  fhameftiJly  defpifed 
him,  and  were  willing  that  he  Ihould  be  deftroyed. 

14  The  day  after  Chrift’s  coining  down  with  the  three 
d ifciples  from  the  mount  of  transfiguration,  [Lukc  ii*  37O 
he  went  to  the  place  where  the  reft  of  the  apoltles  were, 
and  found  a  great  company  of  people  crowding  about 
them,  and  the  doctors  of  tfiedaw  d  if  puling  with  them, 
in  hopes  of  being  too  hard  for  them  while  their  Lord 
was  not  prefent  to  affift  arid  take  their  part. 

15  Arid  immediately,  upon  his  appearing,  a  univer- 
fal  fur p rife  and  ple^fure  fpread  through  the  multitude, 
who  had  before  miffed  him,  and  knew  not  where  he  was 
gone,  nor  whether  they  Qumldevcr  be  able  to  find  him 
again  ;  they  therefore,  in  all  hafte  flocking  to  him,  ex - 
pfefled  their  joy  in  refpe&ful  fain  cations,  to  bid  him 
Vr^lcome. 

16  Then  he,  who  knew  all  that  palled  whilft  hewas 
ahfent,  as  well  as  when  he  was  prefent,  a  (Iced  the  Jcwijb 
doctors,  what  was  the  matter,  or  the  reafon  of  tbeir  tlif- 
pute  with  the  apoftks,  whom  they  had  been  contending 
yith  ? 

17  Upon  which,  they  not  caring  to  enter  the  lifts 
with  him,  one  of  the  company  replied.  Sir,  it  is  occa- 
fioned  by  my  bringing  my  only  fon  to  thee  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  I  could  get  any  relief  for  him,  who  is  finely  afflic¬ 
ted  by  an  evil  fpiric,  which  has  .taken  away  his  fpeech 
and  hearing,  {ver,  25-) 

18  And  his  cafe  is  fo  deplorable,  that  when  or  where* 
fbever  this  malicious  fpirit  feints  him,  be  throws  him 
into  violent  copvullions  \  fo  that,  poor  creature,  he 
fioths  at  the  mouth,  grates  his  teeth*  and,  being  oken 
feized  and  tormented,  is  al  mo  ft;  reduced  to  a  fltelfton  : 
I  theiefbre,  not  finding  thee,  in  treated  fome  of  thy  dif- 
ciples  to  dirpoflefs  this  mifehievous  doemou^  but,  alas  ! 

he  is  fuch  a  powerful,  headilrong  fpirit,  that  they  could 
not  mailer  him. 

19  Now  as,  upon  the  apcftJcs  fruitlefs  attempt*  this 
man's  unbelief  put  him  upon  taking  pan  with  thr  ft  rihn 
in  the  fortgoing  difpiuc,  our  Lord's  ani'wtr  was  in  a 
wav  of  reproof  to  him,  which  f  included  them,  faying, 

O 


NOTE. 


f  It  U  (Innpc  t<*  me,  that  no  eypoii'or 
whom  1  havertJiJblUit  on  this  pfoee  riktsany 
ttOFittofii&bcii  ^  eitpreftLybuL,  Uut  our  .Lord 
direiftrd  ihUaitfaer  icr  thefiiOirr  or  rhe  child* 

which,  ufctr  rcafee*  a  the  note 


011  7*-f atU  icyiL  i  y*  fixms  elnrly  to  delft  - 

biinf,  that  the  And  the  people 

tided  with  them,  together  with  this  man* 
nor  the  i|>jlllts,  Kie  munt  by  the  - 

geacr^ion  vtai::  Chi  ld  outhis  occifion  i- 


4m 


Ch.  ix. 

f«th,  OfaithkTi 
veneration*  bow 
Innjf  Ault  I  be 
with  ml  bvtf 
Jonj*  trull  E  fuller 
y^u?  bring  him 
tutu  me. 


io  Ant!  ihfy 
broughi  him  tin- 

to  him  ;  and 
when  hefawhim, 
ftnigiuwi]r  the 
Ipirit  cart  him ; 
ami  hcfrllon  the 
gmund,  and  umI- 

h>wlt  tanning. 


it  Andheafle 

ed  hi*  lather,  Ho« 
long  k  ago 
finrc  this  came  un¬ 
to  him  *  And  lie 
U:d,  Of  4 


a*  And  oft  * 
time*  it  hath  call 
him  imo  the  the, 
juid  into  the  wa¬ 
ters,  to  dcilruy 
him;  butifthoa 
anti  do  1  any 
tliingt  have  com* 
pi  (lion  on  u*t  uid 
help  us. 

1 3  JciuS  fji.l 
111110  him,  if  tlum 
o nit  believe,  all 
tUingsjrf  polliblc 
to  him  that  Ulk* 
vetb. 


3  4Andftraight* 
way  the  father  of 

the  child  erkd 

out,  and  laid,  with 
tears,  Lord,  1  be¬ 
lieve* 


The  JSvangeiijJ  Ma  rjc  parapbrafed.  295 

O  perrerlc  and  unbelieving  let  of  men,  how  long  (hall 
it  be  before  the  wonderful  chiuga  I  am  daily  performing 
will  lati&fy  you  of  tny  unlimited  power  to  work  the 
great*  ft  miracles,  by  what  hand  and  .whenever  I  pi  cafe? 
and  bow  long  (hall  my  patience  be  tried,  and  niy  foul 
grieved  at  the  hardnefs  of  your  hearts,  before  ye  will 
believe?  Bring  rite  lad  hither*  that  I  may  give  you  this* 
farther  proof  of  my  power  and  mercy  in  healing  him*  ' 
ao  They  accordingly  brought  him  to  Jefus  \  and,  as 
foon  as  the  youth  came  within  fight,  the  evil  ipirit, 
enraged  at  the  thought  of  being  difpoffiefled,  flung  the 
poor  young  creature  imo  a  terrible  fit,  tore  him  with 
violent  convultlons  as  if  he  would  pfefently  rack  him  to 
death,  and  threw  him  furioufly  down  upon  the  ground, 
where  he  lay  tumbling  and  tolling  about,  and  foaming 
at  the  moutn.  -  '  ‘ ' 

at  And  whilft  he  lav  in  tWdiftrds  before  all  the 
people,,  our  Lord,  to  llieur  how  incurable  a  cafe  this 
was  by  any  human  means,  aiked  the  father,  in  thetr  hear¬ 
ing,  flow  long  his  ion  had  been  in  this  miferable  con¬ 
dition  ?  He  replied,  Alas!  this  is  no  new  thing,  he  lias 
been  fubjecl  to  it  crcn  from[his  childhood  to  th  is  very  day : 

23  And  in  many  of  thele  terrible  (its  the  devil  has 
violently  hurled  him  fometimes  into  the  fire,  and  at  o- 
theTS  into  the  water,,  to  rhe  apparent  hazard  of  his  life. 
But  now.  Sir,  1  iminbiy  oiler  him  to  your  compaffion^ 
and  beg,  that  if  this  cafe  be  not  beyond  the  reach  of  your 
power,  the  calamitous  circumfhnccs  of  it  may  move 
your  pity  toward  him  and  me,  and  engage  your  help. 

33  J tliis  anlVereJ,  The  only  difficulty  lies  in  your 
own  unbelief;  You  put  an  if  upon  my  ability,  I  return 
it  upon  yoor  faith ;  if  you  arc  but  as  ready  to  believe  in 
nay  power  and  mercy,  as  I  am  to  exert  them,  all  will 
be  well,  and  nothing  (hall  be  found  too  difficult  for  me 
to  do :  What  lay  you,  then  i  Do  you  really  believe  that 
1  am  able  to  do  this  great  thing  tor  your  Ton  ? 

24  Upon  this,  the  father  ot  the  poor  afflicted  youth, 
reflc&ing  on  the  late  workings  of  his  unbelief,  and  find¬ 
ing  a  fpiric  of  faith  beginning  to  fprtng  up  within  him, 
cried  out  aloud,  with  tears  of  intermingled  grief  and 
joy.  Lord,  I  now  do  finccrcly  believe  in  thy  ali-fulIicU 
ency  for  my  help,  and  am  athamed  to  think  that  there 
ihoulil  be  £0  much  unbelief  in  my  heart  as  thou  haft  fecn 

there ; 

T  ¥.. 

thdr Maftrr's  name;  and  bis  aftciwavHs 

(ver  1**13)  iptektng^mbtfuUy  at'CiriM's 
potter,  and  Oirilt  it  to  Kim  whe¬ 

ther  he  lulicrd  (hat  he  was  able  to  vnrr  lu 


1J  O 

fercidy  reproved ;  For  ;t  is  natural  ir>  flip¬ 
py,  ttaac;  upon  the  apoftlcs  attempting  in 
vuin  to  relieve  hi*  fuo»  his  dt&ppoi  nt  rwart  over-* 

caroc  hisfaifti,  wd  wide  him  fall  ib  with  the 

f;r:Usm  their  difputc  againft  thrrti*  a*  n  mi¬ 
lk  to  work  io  a  mixitle  as  this  even  in 


ii>n,  flreugt  bras  thU  thought,  ike  Ate  the 
mrtt  on  Liit:  ;x.  41. 


licvv  ;  hdp  thou 
mine  unbelief* 


%S  Whcajcfu* 
<iw  thal  tbe  p«o- 
pl«  nwii  ilng 
t&jtethtt,  Iwtt  ba¬ 
ked  the  foul  fpl* 
jil*  frying  ualo 
him,  Then  dumb 
and  deaf  i  pint i  i 

dijrge  thee  come 
•uc  of  bim,  and 
tnUr  qo  mure  ip* 


»«  And  t*fp' 

tit  eripd  ■  ***& 
him  lore  t  and 
eunc  oat  of  him; 
and  ho  vqi  u  one 
dead;  tofomurh, 
that  many  £ud, 
Kc  is  dead. 

But  Jdiit 
took  bim  Ut  the 

hand*  lifted 

trim  iip ;  and  he 
uofe. 

And  when 
he  vu  come  into 
rheboufe,  bis  dif- 

dpks  alkcd  him 
privately.  Why 
rabid  nor  w<  calx 
him  out  ? 

19  Aodbefaid 
linto  them,  'rhis 
kud  can  come 
forth  by  noth  mg 

hot  Ky  pr4yer  and 

Min£. 


jo  Api  they 
deputed  thence* 

and  paf&d  thro* 
Galilee;  tod  be 
would  not  that 
any  man  Ihould 
know  it, ' 


jlForhcUugbc 
hp  difnples  and 

ftid  qntp  tfacmt 
Ihe^on  of  mao 
l*  delivered  into 
the  hinds  of  men, 

and 
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there :  O  forgive  it,  and  take  away  all  the  remainders 
of  it,  that  I  and.  my  fon  may  be  thoroughly  cured,  I  of 
my  fpi  ritual,  and  he  of  his  corporal  dtfeafe,  at  once. 

35  At  (can  as  he  had  uttered  tbefe  words  in  the  hear* 
lug  of  the  multitude,  they  crowded  up  (till  nearer  to  fee 
the  event  |  which  when  Jefos  obferved,  he,  turning  to¬ 
ward  the  diftrefled  youth,  fpoke  with  awful  majefty  and 
power  to  the  evil  (pint,  frying,  Thou  malicious  and 
mifchievoiu  daemon,  who,  befides  other  ads  of  violence, 

haft  taken  away  the  fpceeb  and  the  hearing  of  this  perfon, 
tho*  thou  reGftedft  my  applUcs,  I  will  now  make  thee 
feel  my  atithority,.  and  force  thee  to  obey  it :  I  therefore 
peremptorily  command  thee  to  depart  from  him,  and 
never  to  trouble  him  more. 

26  No  fooner  had  Jfcfoa  fpoken  in  this  manner,  but 
the  evil  fpirjt  made  a  hideous  roaring,  and,  flinging  him 
iuto  terrible  convulfions,  departed  from  him  with  the 
greateft  figns  of  ill-nature- and  rdu&ance  imaginable : 
And  the  young  man  on  a.  fudden  lay  ftill,  ana,  to  all 
appearance,  fo  entirely  breathlels  on  the  ground,  that 
many  of  the  company  verily  thought  him  to  be  dead. 

27  But  Jefus  taking  hold  of  his  band,  commanded 
lpm  to  rife ;  and  he  inQaptly  got  up,  being  perfe£Uy  well 
at  once. 

28  When  all  this  was  over,  and  our  Lord  and  bis 
difciplcs  were  retired  into  an  boufe  alone,  they  privately 
inquired  of  him,  What  might  be  the  reafon  of  their  not 
being  able  to  call  the  devil  out  of  rhis  youth,  as  well  as 
to  perform  other  miracles  which  they  had  wrought  in 

his  name  ? 

J  . 

29  He  told  them  it  was  becanfe  that  fort  of  extra¬ 
ordinary  faith  of  miracles,  which  was  oeccflary  in  them 
to  the  calling  out  of  devils,  could  not  ordinarily  go  forth, 
or  exert  ttfelf  to  produce  its  effe£t,  without  folemn  prayer 
with  falling,  which  they  had  negle&ed.  (Sec  the  note 
on  M&t.  xvii.  21.) 

30  After  this,  our  Lord,  deflgning  to  go  into  Judea, 
(chap.  x.  1 . }  travelled  privately,  with  his  apoftles  only, 
thro*  C aUlce,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  people,  that 
he  might  not  be  hindered,  by  their  flocking  to  him,  from 
reaching  Jxrufalem  at  the  time  be  propofed,  and  that  he 

might  have  the  better  opportunity  of  inilrucfiag  thefo 
his  con  flam  attendants  by  the  way. 

ix  Fur  he  then  infilled  upon  what  be  bad  told  them 


it  is  already 
the  DToohec 


Telia  men t,  that  1  the  Memah  (hall,  by  divine  per- 
on,  be  periidioufly  betrayed,  and  put  into  the  power. 

" .  ‘  •  of 


Ch.  ix. 

ud  kilt 

him  j  and  after 
ibot  he  is  killed, 
he  (ball  rife  the 
third  day, 

31  tbeyoo- 
dtrflood  not  thar 
fiyiah  and  were 
afiwdto  alk  bim. 


)}Aodh*OW 


to 

and  bnagia  the 
hooft,  he  dked 
them,  What  wat 

if  that  yc  dispu¬ 
ted  amooeyoar- 
ft  Ires  ,  Ey  the 
way? 

14  Bet  they 
hdd  their  peace; 
for  by  ttw  way 
they  had  dHputcd 
amoarthemftlves 
who  J w*tf  h  the 
greitdL 


}l  And  he  Sat 
down,  and  calk'd 
the  twelve,  tod 
frith  tfaa>  them. 
If  aey  mm  delta 
to  be  fir  ft,  the 
lame  (hall  h&Uft 
of  tD,  and  fci- 

rant  ofalL 


'yd  And  he 
took  a  child,  and 
Jet  him  in  ihc 

M 

mtdft  of  them  : 
ackl  whoa  be  had 
taken  his  In  his 
arms,  heftid  unto 
them, 

jy  Whoioewt 

Shall  rcccTTe  one 

of  fuch  children 

in  my  name,  re- 
*  *  ■ 

tfi. 


’The  Evangtltft  Maks  paraphrafed.  297 

of  wicked  meD ;  and  they  will  deal  cruelty  with  me,  till 
they  take  me  off  by  a  violent  death  1  and  on  the  thixd 
day  afterwards  I  {hall  rife  again  from  the  dead. 

32  ■  But  fliH*  th o’  he  fpoke  of  tbefe  things  in  the  molt 
plain  and  exprefc  terms,  they  could'  not  comprehend  bis 
meaning,  die  literal  fenfe  being  fo  contrary  to  all  their 
opinions  about  his  fecular  dominion  $  and  they  were  i< 
warned  and.  afraid  to  delire  him  to  explain  hinifelf  any 
further  upon  tfaofe  points,  left  he  fhouki  be  dilpleafea 
with  them  for  their  ignorance  and  ftupidity. 

33  Hereupon  they  entered  into  hot  and  carnal  con- 
tentionaamong  themfelves  on  the  road.  And  when  jefiit 
arriving  at  Capernaum,  went  with  them  into  the  houfc 
of  his  ufual  rcfidence  there,  he,  whole  knowledge  was 
always  privy  to  their  moft  fecrct  tranfa&ions,  took  an 
opportunity  to  afle  them.  What  they  had  been  difputing 
about  in  their  journey  ? 

34  But  they,  being  confcious  that  the  fubjed  of  their 
debate,  together  with  the  pride  and  warmth  with  which 
they  had  managed  it,  was  unbecoming,  and  would  be 
offcaGvc  to  their  Lord,  made  no  reply,  till  they  found 
that  it  was  in  vain  to  think  of  concealing  it  from  him, 
(Mai,  rviii.  1.)  For  the  main  point  in  eager  difputc  be¬ 
tween  them,  while  they  were  travelling  together,  was 
about  which  of  them  Ihould  have  the  precedence  in  his 
temporal  kingdom,  which  they  imagined  from  his  ex- 
prefuons  (vcr.  9.)  be  would  rile  to  with  great  glory,  as 
{boa  u  he  ihould  get  through  Ibme  {hocking  difficulties 
and  troubles  that  would  amount  to  their  notion  of  a  civil 
death. 

35  Then,  to  put  a  check  upon  their  fierce  and  am¬ 
bitious  temper  and  worldly  views,  Jefus  fitting  down, 
and  calling  all  the  apoftics  about  him,  told  them,  that 
the  way  for  any  one  to  be  advanced  to  the  higfaeft  ho¬ 
nours  and  privileges  of  his  kingdom,  was,  to  have  low 
thoughts  of  birafelf,  and  oondefeend  to  the  humbleft  fer- 
vices  for  doing  good  t  but  that,  if  any  one  (hould  be 
contentious,  ana  proudly  afpire  after  preferment  and 
prehemiflence  over  others,  he  ihould  be  reckoned  the 
meaneft  of  all,  and  ihould  be  really  aha  fed,  and  fall  un¬ 
der  the  greateft  contempt. 

36  And,  to  imprefs  tbefe  fentiments  by  a  vifiblc  em¬ 
blem,  he,  calling  a  little  child,  placed  him  before  them  j 
and  then,  affectionately  embracing  him  in  his  arms,  ad-, 
drefled  himfelf  to  them,  faying, 

,  37  The  account  I  make  of  meek  and  humble  fouls* 
who,  like  this  infant,  have  no  ambitious  views,  is  fuch, 
that  I  efteem  them  partakers  of  my  fpifif  and  likt- 

uefc. 


2^8 

oeivcth  me :  and 
whoio  (lull  re¬ 
ceive  ii>c(  rad* 
vcih  nu  me,  hut 
hun  chut  lent  me. 


jS  And  John 
him  7 

A  yui£,  Maftrr,  ve 

faw  one  cafHng 
cut  acriU  in  thv 
rurnc,  ii»<}  lie 
liiwcth  nut  us  i 
vmi  ne  forbade 
htratije  ho 
not  us. 


^3  But  JeftS 
Torhid  him 
:\$t :  for  there  is 
no  man  u-hich 
fliiiti  do  i  miracle 
:u  my  name,  that 
Cin  lightly  [jjcslIl 

evil  of  me* 

■ 

T  J 

4*  For  he  that 
!i  not  again  A  u±t 
is  on  out  part* 


_■ 


41  Furwhofo- 
«  ver  flull  give  you 
n  cup  or  water 
to  drink  in  my 
mmc,  hcceufc  yt 
l^linig  to  Chrift, 
rtriiy  I  fty  onto 

nroBt  He  thJl  not 
kijc  hi*  reward. 
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nefs,  ant:  as  (banding  in  the  nearelt  relation  to  me; 
and  whoioever  (ball  heartily  love  and  (hew  favour  to  any 
one  of  them,  becaufe  of  lias  refemblance  of  me,  and  re* 
lation  to  me,  (hall  be  eftetmed  having  done  it  to  my- 
fdf ;  and  not  to  me  only;  for  this  is  the  fame  thing  as 
doing  it  to  my  heavenly  Father,  who  feat  me,  and  is  one 
with  me* 

38  This  djfcourfe  fo  affe&ed  the  apoftle  John^  that, 
reflefling  on  a  late  indance  of  his  own  and  his  brethren® 
behaviour,  he  wanted  to  know  whether  it  were  confident 
with  that  meek  and  humble  (pint  which  his  Lord  had 
been  recommending;  and  therefore  faid  to  him*  Mailer, 
we  one  day  law  a  man  making  ufe  of  thy  name  to  caft 
out  devils,  though  he  was  neither  one  of  the  twelve 
nor  of  the  fevaity  to  whom  thou  gaveft  authoriry  to 
preach  and  work  miracles,  nor  had  ever  joined  our  com¬ 
pany  amt  attended  on  thee  as  one  of  thy  profoffed  dif- 
ciples  f ;  and  therefore  we  charged  him  never  to  do  fo 
smy  more,  left  thy  honour  fliould  fuft’er  by  peoples  ta¬ 
king  upon  them  to  act.  in  thy  name,  without  a  commifTion 

from  thee* 

l 

39  But  our  Lord  replied.  It  was  wrong  in  you  to  go 
about  to  prevent  or  difcourage  him  :  For  it  can  hardly 
be  thought  that  any  one  who  has  fo  much  faith  in  me  as 
to  makeufe  of  my  name,  and  that  again  ft  Satan,  and 
is  fo  far  owned  as  to  be  enabled  to  perform  fuch  a  mi* 
raculous  work,  can  readily  fay  any  thing  difhonourable 
of  that  very  name  by  which  he  pet  formed  it* 

40  For  if  any  man  be  not  aa-enemy,  carrying  on  a 
contrary  defign  to  that  which  we  are  puifuing,  it  is  to 
be  prtfumed  that  he  is  a  friend;  and  he  ought  nor  to  he 
di (countenanced,,  hut  encouraged,  even  in  the  (maileft 
and  mofl  diftaut  exprelDoneof  his  friendfliip  and  rclpeth 

41  For  whoever,  from  an  heart  well-afte£ted  to¬ 
ward  me,  (hall  perform  the  leaft  offices  of  kindnefs  to 
any  of  you  my  friends  and  fervants,  for  my  ndme’s  fake, 
became  ye  are  my  difciples,  and  are  engaged  in  my  ier- 
viee,  even  though  it  were  hut  giving  you  fo  mamfidcr- 
able  a  refrefhment  as  a  cup  of  cold  water;  I  fokmnly 
aifore  you,  it  (hall  be  gracioufly  accepted,  and  (lull  have 
its  reward* 


41  And  -who 
fwvsr  JbJiofttud 
ore  of  tbtfe  liitk 
ones  that  Ulicve 
io  MC)  it  ii  better 

for 


4  2  Arid,  on  the  other  hand,  I  declare,  with  refpelb 
to  others  as  well  as  you,  that  whofoever  (hall  difeourage, 
grieve  or  hinder  any,  tho*  it  were  but  the  weakeft  and 
meaneft  believer  in  me,  or  fervant  of  mine,  it  would 
have  been  much  rather  to  be  chofen,  that  he  fliould 

have 

K 


H  O  T  £, 


f  It  i*  not  unlikely  bat  ihit  this  mj  one  i?f  Jt-Va  the  Bap£jl*s  difdple*,  who  believed  tn 
Chnlb  :I?oug)i  did  not  offoridtp  with  our  laud's  difdpUs  fo  thdr  attendances  on  him* 


Ch. 

jet  hipi,  » 
milAo&Q  W’t 

hanged  about  bis 

rtcrkpaod  he  wert 

ciit  inoo  the  ia. 


43  fihd  if  thy 

hand  offend  thee, 
cut  it  off:  it  is 
better  for  the*  to 
enter  +  into  life 
mumedtthanha* 
vingtvu)  buwlt  to 
m  toto  btllf  imo 
the  tire'that  never 
flail  bc’qocodi- 
ed  t 

44  Where  their 
uorm  dfcih  not, 
and  the  Ere  is  doc 
quenched,  , 


43  And  if  thy 
foot  oUcnd  r  her, 

eui  U  off:  U  is 
belter  for  thee  to 
eater  halt  intolift, 
than  having  two 
feet  to  be  caff  into 

hell,  into  tb*  hre 

that  never  fluff  uC 
quenched  : 

4 6  Where  their 
worm  dletlt  not, 
and  (be  fire  U  cut 
quenched. 


47  Andif  thine 

3c  offend  thee, 
uck  it  out :  it  is 
better  for  rhee  to 
loter  into  (he 
kingdom  of  God 
wtfh  one  eye,  than 
having  two  eyes 
p>  be  caff:  into 
heH-£rr : 
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have  been  cut  off  by  a  death  as  Ridden  and  violent,  a* 
if*  with  a  great  Hone  fattened  to  his  neck,  he  had  been 
thrown  into  the  fea,  than  that  he  fhould  have  heea 
guilty  of  fe  injurious  a  crime,  which  draws  after  it  "a 
much  heavier  pimiJhm<mt:  , 

43*  44*  And  if  any  corruption  in  either  of  your 
hearts*  or  any  temptation  or  allurement  of  this  world* 
fhould  arife  to  prevent  your,  compliance  with  this  or  any 
other  diuy,  though  that  obflacle  fhould  be  as  dear  to 
you  as  a  tight  hand*  and  parting  with  it  fhould  be  as 
painful  as  cutting  off  that  member  of  the  body  ;  yet  it 
is  much  more  definable  to  undergo  this  fell- mortifica¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  your  inheriting  everlafting  life,  than 
to  retain  all  the  friends  and  comforts  of  this  world*  till 
you  go  into  a  flute  of  endtefs  and  infupporrable  torment* 
which*  for  its  perpetual  reftJcilhefs  and  exquifite  tenure* 
kf  like  a  worm  ever  gnawing  the  tendereft  vitals*  and 
never  dying  or  ceafipg  to  corrode  them;  and  like  the 
conftatu  burning  of  a'man’s  flefii  with  a  fierce  fire  that 
never  will  be  extinguished,  . 

4 5*  46*  And*  to  illuttrate  this  matter  by  your  value 
for  another  member  of  the  body*  if  any  corruptions  of 
the  heart*  or  temptations  of  life*  that  would  turn  you 
ajide  from  the  pray  of  duty*  be  thought  as  dear  and  ml- 
vantageous  to  you  as  the  legs  you  walk  upon ;  it  is 
much  more  for  your  interert*  lafety,  and  comfort*  to 
fubmit  to  fuch  fevere  a£b  of  firlf- denial  as  are  like  cut¬ 
ting  oft*  one  of  tbefe*  that  you  may  not  be  hindered  in 
your  way  to  everlafting  perfection  and  blcffcdnefs*  than 
to  favour  and  indulge  thofe  darling  enticements  here* 
till  they  bring  you  to  all  the  terrors  and  angutfli  of  an 
everlatting  hell*  where  a  guilty  confidence  will  be  con¬ 
tinually  teazing*  gn»viiig*  and  tearing  the  wounded 
foul  with  ftmging  remorlc;  and  GotVs  fiery  indignation 
will  fiame  out  upon,  it*  with  almighty  force*  aud  unap- 
peafable.  fury  for  ever*  , 

47*  48,  Yea*  to  add  one  illuftration  more*  If  any 
inordinate  affections  and  mtemperatc  appetites  within, 
or  any  friends*  poffefljons*  or  pleafures  of  this  world 
without*  bave  fuch  an  afccndency  over  you*  that  it  is 
like  plucking  out  one  of  your  eyes  to  part  with  them  ; 
it  is  neveriiielefs  a  much  wifer  and  better  choice  to  give 
up  thefe  for  tbe  fpirituat  blcflitigs  of  grace  and  glory 
that  arc  to  be  enjoyed  in  the  gofpel- kingdom*  which 
begins  on  earth  and  is  perfected  in  heaven*  than  to  have 
your  fill-  of  thole  carnal  and  fenfual  things*  and  go  to 
ndl  with  them*  where*  initcad  of  finding  any  relief 
from  tbein*  they  will  ever  turn  upon  you*  in  your  te¬ 
rn  trip- 
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aSWbcKthrir  membrance  of  them*  with  agonizing  tv  itches,  like  the 

ZS^IkLIwi  and  bitioS  of  *  J>*bg  worm  upon  the  Ibreft 

fiMdid  wound,  and  will  pierce  and  torture  you  like  the  hotteft 

flams,  without  ceflatton,  abatement  or  end. 

49  Fp*1  wwy  49  For  as  every  burnt-offering  under  the  law  was 
vhhfiR^'ude!  feted  with  (alt  f,  in  order  to  its  being  coo  fumed  with 
ven  Acrifcc  Dull  the  fire  of  the  altar,  which  never  wem  out;  fb  every  one, 
Ui|hed«ithb)t.  who  has  fitted  bimfdf  for  deftru£Uon,  by  indulging  his 

irregular  appetites,  yielding  to  temptation,  andapofla* 
tizing  from  me,  and  from  my  truths  and  ways,  fhall 
fall  a  facrifice  to  viodi&ivc  jutticr,  to  be  defiroyed  by 
the  everlafting  fire  of  God’s  unquenchable  wrath,~whicct 
will  coufume  all  his  happinefe,  whilft  it  preserves  him 
from  a  ceflation  of  being :  And,  on  the  other  hand,  e* 
very  one  who  goes  into  a £U  of  felf-denial,  and  freely 
offers  himCelf  as  a  living  fbenfiee  to  God,  devoted  to 
his  fervioe,  fhall  be  feafoned  with  grace,  which,  like 
fait,  will  make  him  fevoury,  and  preserve  him  from  dc* 
ftrudion  for  ever. 

so$aliii|aod:  $o  Our  Lord  having  on  this  occafion  mentioned  frit, 
loftblr  improved  the  metaphor  to  further  inftraftkm,  fey  in  g, 

whcr«vitfa  willy*  As  felt  is  good  for  preferring  meats  from  putrefaction, 
fe!!??nALH*w  ^d  making  them  fevoury  i  fo  it  is  good  that  ye,  my 
UTSTZS  difeiples  and  fervants,  be  feafimed  with  gofpcl- truth 
me  with  anpther,  and  grace,  for  the  purifying  of  your  hearts  and  lives, 

and  the  reforming' of  others,  and  for  fpreading  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  my'  knowledge  in  your  own  fouls,  and  where* 
ever  ye  go  :  But  as  fut,  if  it  lofes  its  feltnds,  .is  fit  for 
nothing,  but  is  caft  away  as  irrecoverable  to  any  good 
ufe;  fo  if  ye,  whofe  hearts  ought  to  be  purified  by  faith, 
and  filled  with  a  divine  favour, 'and  who,  like  lair, 
ought  to  be  inftru mental  in  purifying  and  fevourizing 
others  ;  if  ye,  1  lay,  Ihould  prove  to  be  defHtute  of  e- 
vangdical  truth  and  grace,  wbat  can  ye  be  fit  for  but  ta 
be  utterly  defiroyed  f  See  to  it  therefore,  that  my  doc* 
trine,  in  itstruth  and  power,  abide  with  you ;  and  that 
ye  be  united  in  heart  and  deflgn,  without  either  envying 
or  defpifing  one  another,  to  propagate  my  gofpd  m  the 
world. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  rbrisat  is  our  Lord  Jefut  Chrift;  and  how  delightful  are  the  manifefia- 
tions  of  his  glory !  Some  befievm  fee  more  of  it,  and  are  admitted  to  draw  near¬ 
er’  to  him,  than  others;  and  they  cannot  hot  fey,  at  fuch  feafbns,  It  is  good  for 

U3 

HOTS. 

f  As  the  fterifaa  mn  faked  with  fik,  thudonhk  view  t  Accordingly  feme  ere  laid 
both  u  a  preparation  far  their  bring  coofi*-  to  be  fitted 'with  frt,  to  denote  their  deft ruc- 
pel  by  fire  on  the  altar,  ant  wen  emblem  of  don ;  aid  other*  air  ipokeo  of  under  the 
thdr  purification  from  corruption,  aod  of  potion  of  tfloifee  felted  whh  /dr,  to  de- 
tbrir  femr  and  itnpttliltadf  to  God;  (b  note  thdr  accepuoce  and  prcfcrrarion,  a*  * 
it  fiem*  u  If  felting  were  here  fbeken  of  in  hare  confidcmd  it  in  the  panfhnft. 


Ch.  x. 
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d«  to  be  here*  But  non*  of  them  maft  expeft  to  be  always  favoured  with  Rich 
dri%bto,  till  they  get  to  heaven;  in  the  mean  while,  let  us  bear  him  whom  the 
Father  own*  for  hfa  beloved  Son,— When  thrift  withdraws,  we^are  troubled  and 


dqc&ed,  and  utterly  infufficient  far  a  due  performance  of  any  fervice ;  but  hisr 
returns  bring  light,  and  Ax^ugth,  and  joy ;  And  oh  hew  much  do  we  loft,  and 
what  advantage  does  the  devil  get  agatnft  119,  from  the  weakness  of  our  faith  ! 
Was  this  men  in  erferdfe*  we  Should  receive  greater  riches  of  mercy*  and  fltould 
be  able  to  do  all  things  through  Chrift’a  ftrengtheoinga.  Wherever  Satan  has  got 
poffcffioa,  he  will  keep  it  at  long  as  he  can;  and  the  foouer  he  gets  it  in  the  days 


t. 


ing:  However,  Chrift*  at  fovereign  Lord  of  all,  cat!  command  him  out  at  plea- 
fure;  and  if  be  orders  Mm  to  depart  and  return  no  more,  he  muft  obey.  But 
after  Jefus  baa  wrought  faJvation  for  ua,  he  obferves  all  our  fecret  thoughts  and 
adions,  our  remaining  unbelief  acid  imcharbabkacfa,  pride  and  vanity,  and  our 
dilutes  by  the  way ;  be  refifts  the  proud,  hut  gives  grace  to  the  humble ;  and 
the  favour  we  fhew  to  Rich  for  Ms  fake,  whether  they  follow  with  us  or  not,  is 
gracioufly  looked  upon  at.  done  to  himfelf*  and  ftall  not  lofe  its  reward.  How 
careful  fhouJd  wc  be  to  guard  againft  a  fclfiih  party*foirit,  to  lay  no  obftru&ions 
or  discouragement*  in  the  way  of  the  meaneft  of  Chrift’s  difciples  and  Servants,  to 
avoid  all  occafioni  of  fin,  to  be  found  in  God’s  ftatutes,  and  to  have  our  hearts 
feafoaed  with  grace,  and  our  lives  will  ordered  as  becomes  the  gofpeM  And  how 
much  better  is  h  to  go  with  frlf-dcntal*  to  heaven,  than  to  go  with  fdf  indulgen¬ 
ces  to  heU  j  into  one  of  which  ftatea  each  of  us  in  a  little  while  muft  enter,  and 

there  abide  in  aUpoiHUe  hapfrioefe,  or  uufery,  for  ever, 

■ 


CHAP*  X, 

thrift’ t  difeourfe  about  divorce*,  l, — 12.  He  blcjfet  young  children? 
and  reproves  thofe  that  mould  have  prevented  their  being  brought  to 
him,  131 — 16.  Dtfcourfts  with  a  rich  young  man  about  the  way  of 
obtaining  eternal  Bfe,  17, — 22.  Cautions  his  difciples  againft  the 
temptations  of  riches ,  23, — 27.  Shews  them  the  advantage  yf  Suf¬ 
ferings  for  the  gofpets  fake,  28* — 31*  Foret  els  hit  own  death  and  re- 
furrettion,  32,-34.  Reproves  James  and  John  for  their  ambition, 
35, — 43.  And  cures  blind  Bartimeua,  4 6, — 52. 


T«jct. 

A  ND  bevofe 

/Vfromthaiet, 

and  cooietb  into 


Paraf  ukase. 


AUR  Lord,  after  the  foregoing  difconrfes,  removed 
^  from  Galilee,  and  travelled,  his  aphfUes  attending 


the  mutt  of  Ju-  bim,  into  Judea,  through  that  part  01  the  country  which 
fiLof  for-  %  near  the  hanks  of  Jordan,  00  the  other  fide  of  that 
e«a :  andifaepeo-  river;  where,  upon  his  arrival,  crowds  of  people  flocked 
pie  tebn  unto  about  him  again :  And,  according  to  cuftom,  he  fet  about 
«he*  *trnt(  doing  them  good,  not  only  by  his  merciful  miracles, 
1w  ought  (beat  but  like  wife  by  preaching  the  gofpel  of  his  kingdom. 

8*'D‘  ^ilw.  2  And  here  the  Phanfecs,  as  nfiial,  coming  to  en* 

fftocaimtoliim  ^narc  him,  a  filed,  Whether  it  were  lawful  for  a  man  to 
end  a&ed  him.  I*  divorce  his  wife  or  not  i  thinking  with  themfelves,  that 
it  lawful  for  a  mm  ,f  be  fliould  declare  againft  it,  they  might  charge  him 
t«  put  contradifting  Mofes ,  who,  in  fome  cafes,  allowed 

of  it }  and  if  be  ihould  juftify  it,  they  might  expofe  him 
for inconfiftency  with  what  he  himfrifkad  taught  fonjc 
time  before,  {Mat.  r.  32.)  and  for  encouraging  the  li- 


cen- 
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-Mr'tfr  ?  tempting 
him, 


i(  And  he  an- 
fttvn':l,  and. 

untuilt^iTf  What 

<lid  Moi^  emu* 
maud  you  ? 

4  Anti  they 

&\At  Mores  fuikr- 
cr|  h>  write  a  hjLL 
of  thvorcemeut  * 
and  \o  put  her  a* 
ira^- 

f  AM  Jrfas 
aniacmJ  and  laid 
unto  ihtm,  1-nr 
the  W4<iefs  of 
your  hurt  ,  he 
wrote  you  this 
precept* 

6  Hut  from  the 
hegiontiig  of  the 
errminn  ,  fioj 
mxdc  them  lii-de 
and  femaje. 


7  For  this  ran 

fhull  n  man  lerive 
fithrr  and  mo¬ 
ther,  and  cleave 
ta  Ids  wife  ; 

8  And  they 
fh*jl  he  one 

fljfh  ;  fo  then 
thev  iirc  no  more 

n 

rv^in,  but  one 


0  Whatiheit- 

it*rc  Cod  liaih 
pined  together, 

V :  iwt  man  put 

a  funder. 


if*  And  in  the 

htriiji-  ills  diJCf- 

plc> 


Tlje  Evangdiji  Ma it k  paraphrafed \  Ch.  x* 

cemiom  practice  of  that  age,  in  which  men  put  away 
their  wives  for  every  humour  on  the  molt  frivolous  pre¬ 
tences  imaginable. 

3  But  (J*)  as  he  knew  their  invidious  and  captious 
detign,  be  wifely  turned  the  q  tie  (lion  upon  them,  fay* 
ing,  What  doitrine  did  Mo/a  deliver  in  the  law,  rela¬ 
ting  to  this  point  ? 

4  The  Ph hi i fees  replied,  That  Mofay  in  feveral 
cafes,  left  men  at  liberty  to  difeharge  tbemfelves  of  their 
wives,  and  to  marry  others,  provided  they  did  but  give 
the  former  a  certificate  of  the  divorce. 

5  Our  Lord  anfwered,  Whatfoever  penuiffioo  Mo* 
fa  granted,  it  was  not  by  way  of  injunction,  but  only 
of  cojitlefoenfion  and  compaflion,  to  prevent  greater  e- 
viis,  which  other  wife  would  have  been  produced  by  the 
obftiiiacy  of  your  tempers,  and  by  your  cruel  ufage  of 
wives  that  do  nor  fuit  your  own  fancies. 

6  Bur  in  the  fir  ft  inftitution  of  marriage,  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  creation  of  man,  things  were  put  upon 
a  quite  different  foot;  God  then  creating  but  one  male 
and  one  female,  and  joining  them  together,  as  hulbaad 
and  wife,  by  fuch  bonds  of  nature  and  afTe&ion  as 
could  not  take  place  between  either  of  them  and  any  o- 
ther  man  or  woman  that  might  afterwards  be  in  the 
world* 

7,  8.  Accordingly,  in  fettling  the  law  of  marriage 
for'  their  pofterity,  {Gen*  ii*  24 *)  God  declared,  that, 
for  the  fake  of  this  relation,  n  man  (hall  quit  the  moft 
endearing  engagements  he  before  was  under  to  his  other 
kindred,  even  to  the  neareft  of  them,  fuch  as  father  and 
mother,  that  he  may  come  under  the  ftri&cft  ties  to  his 
wife,  as  nearer  and  dearer  to  him  than  any  of  them  ; 
and  further  added,  that  both  tbefe  Qiall  be  fo  tnfepara* 
bly  united  together,  as  to  he  counted  but  one  body, 
which  Adtmf  s  and  Ev^s  really  were  before  the  fuhftance 
of  her  fiefh  was  formed  out  of  his. 

9  As  therefore  God,  by  his  primitive  ordinance,  has 
joined  together  only  one  man:  and  one  woman  to  be 
hufband  and  wife,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  for 
their  lives;  let  no  man  pretend,  on  (light  or  trivial  oc- 
cafions,  to  make  a  reparation  between  them;  or  Ima¬ 
gine  that  Alofa*$  permiiGon,  or  rather  connivance,  in 
certain  circum fiances,  under  the  legal  difpenfation,  is 
to  he  pleaded  for  any  divorce,  without  important  rea- 
forrs  for  it,  in  the  rimes  of  reformation  that  arc  now  co¬ 
ming  on* 

10  Aftert  his  dlfcourfe  with  the  Fkarifceat  which  ft- 

fenced  them,  and  defeated  all  their  hopes  of  getting  any 

ad- 
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pie*  aiked  him  a-  advantage  again  ft  Chrift ;  when  he  and  his  apf;ftl?s  were 
<im  #f  tl'e  6me  got  together  alone  in  an  houl'e,  they  defired  him  to  ex- 
*Mt  er*  plain  this  point  ftUl  further  to  them. 

tt  And  be  faith  12  'Whereupon  he  told  them,  That  the  true  Hate  of 
siuu  ihdn,  Who-  ,},e  cafe,  as  he  had  declared  to  the  Phnrijtest  (Mat.  xiv. 

w^hhtfife^and  9*)  ^d  had  formerly  laid  to  them  Selves,  (Mat.  t.  32.) 
matrj  another,  was  in  fhort  this r  That  unlels  the  man  or '.roman  had 
ommiaeth  adul-  jxcn  guilty  of  criminal  ccnverfat ion  with  another  per- 
wty  apmit  b«.  fon^  which  was  in  its  own  nature  inconfiftont  with,  and 

a  didblutfon  of,  the  matrimonial  bond  ;  whatfoever  l:uf- 


a  And  -if  a 
wonuo  (hull  put 
jw&y  her  t  id  fbandf 
and  be  untried  Co 
»wcbert  ihecom- 

niitteth  adiiktry. 

jj  And  they 
brought  young 
children  to  him, 
that  he  IKould 

touch  them  \  and 

Ml  diiHplcs  rebu¬ 
ked  thofe  that 
brought  ihtnt* 


14  But  when 
fas-  law  %tt  he  was 
much  difpUiTed, 
and  iiid  unto 
them,  SuJ&r  the 
little  children  to 

come  unu>  me, 
and  forbid  [hem 
not;  for  of  loch 
is  the  kingdom  of 
God- 


band  fliould  divorce  his  wife  for  any  other  caufe,  and 
marry  another’  woman  during  her  life,  he  would,  in 
God’s  account*  he  an  adulterer,  to  the  injury  of  his  di¬ 
vorced  wife. 

12  And  whatfoever  wife  fliould  quit  her  conjugal  re¬ 
lation  to  her  hufband  for  any  other  caufc,  and,  during 
his  life,  fbould  marry  another  man,  (he  would,  in  God’s 
account,  be  guilty  of  the  fin  of  adultery,  to  the  injury 
of  her  foriaken  hufband. 

13  About  this  time  fome  perfons,  who  believed  m 
our  Lord  Jefus  +,  prefented  their  young  children  to  him, 
defiring  that  he  would  lay  his  hands  upon  them,  and 
bkfs  them ;  at  which  the  apofUes  oppofed  thofe  that 
brought  them,  ltd  it  fliould  prove  an  occaiion  of  too 
much  trouble  to  their  Lord,  and  of  diverting  him  from 
bis  other  work,  by  encouraging  multitudes  to  crowd  in¬ 
fanta  upon  him. 

r4  But  when  Chrift  obferred  this  repulfe,  he  was  fo 
far  from  countenancing  the  a po flies  in  it,  that  he  difeu- 
veied  a  holy  refentmenr,  and  fharply  reproved  them  for 
it,  faying.  Let  the  tender  babes  have  free  accefs  to  nie, 
and  by  no  means  do  any  thing  to  prevent  them;  for  the 
members  of  the  gofpel* kingdom,  which  I  am  come  to 
fet  up  in  the  world,  con  lilt  of  fuch  as  theft,  as  well  as 
of  grown  perfons  who  in  temper  and  difpofitiou  are  like 
theft. 


*s  VerUWh<£  *5  A?10  grown  perfons,  I  afluredly  tell  you,  who 
fnrnTlktfl  nrvrr  by  your  behaviour  on  this  occaGon  plainly  need  the  ad- 
reive th*kingdo»  monition,  Whoever  he  be  that  does  not  embrace  the 
tiod  u  a  jtoU  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  with  humility  and  nieekneis,  free 

from  prevailing  hypocrify,  wrath  and  malice,  piidc  and 


H  o  t  E. 

}  That  theft  perfons  hdieved  in  Chv:fl\  blefs  them  wkh  the  of  lus  king' 

appear*  from,  ihe  cfld  for  which  they  brought  dom,  (Tit.  il]  And  hi*  t?#cbb.g  thtT.'  is 
their  children  cu  him  :  Which  nnt  that  m  cjfpFtffu/r  ct  the  lame  with  fii* 

he  might  cure  them  of  any  carport  dlftafc;  tejivglit  hewls  upon  them,  as  u  is  often  uftd 
(for  there  U  no  hint  of  thrir  having  any ;  in  the  evan^vliJts,  arnl  is  pi  ni^tilarly  tc  be 
and  If  ihey  fi]df  tliedifcipks  vonlti  not  h^vc  undrrflooft  in  this  vz:y  c..Wy  ver,  10.  jud 
gone  about* to  prevent  them,  any  more  than  xin.  13,  14,  15.  piAphruti; 

vjdw  people but  h  ibai  he  irilglu  and  itgtv 


3*4 

child,  he  IhJi  06t 

enter  therein* 


t£  A«d  he 
took  them  up  in 

hbimi£t  put  hit 

hands  uponrhnn, 
tod  bldlod  them. 

it  And  when 
he  was  gone  forth 
1  two  the  way  t 
there  came  ooe 
r  aiming  ,  and 
ImocM  to  him, 
tod  aJkeri  him, 
Good  Matter  , 

wtfkil  fluff  l  do* 

that  1  many  in* 
hfxic  eternal  life? 


V%  And  Jefos 

Aid  unto  him, 

Why  caltc ft  dtou 
tlKgood  ?  thtnis 
none  good*  hut 
*oc,  £at  if  God. 


tpThoo  know- 
eft  the  command* 
to  cots.  Do  not 
commit  adultery, 
I>o  not  kill*  Do 
not  flea l,  Do  not 
belt  frlie  witnd'f. 
Defraud  not.  Ho¬ 
nour  thy  Either 
end  mother. 


to  And  he  ana 
fh'tred,  an d  f»id 
nnM  him.  Matter , 
all  thefe  hare  I 

ohft  i-eed  from  my 

youth. 
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ambition,  in  refemblance  of  the  temper  of  a  little  child, 
{hall  never  be  partakers  of  its  great  and  glorious  blef* 
lings, 

1 6  And  then,  to  {hew  that  children  themfelvcs  were 
likewise  admitted  to  (hare  in  thefe  privileges,  he,  taking 
the  infants  into  his  arms,  affectionately  cm  braced  them, 
and,  laying  his  hands  upon  them,  authoritatively  pro* 
nounced  them  bleflcd. 

17  When  Jefus  went  from  this  place,  and  was  on 
the  road  to  Jtfufalem,  (vcr.  32,)  a  certain  young  gen* 
tleman,  of  confident bie  figure  and  authority  among  the 
JevtSt  (Mat.  xi*.  22.  *nd  Luke  xviii,  18.)  came  with 
a]]  fpeed  and  earneftnefs  to  him,  and,  falling  down  on 
his  knees,  faluted  him  with  great  refpeft,  under  the 
mod  honourable  title  that  ufed  to  be  given  brtheir  rab* 
bies,  faying,  (fee  the  note  on  Lake  xviii.)  Good  Ma¬ 
iler,  I  believe  that  you  are  feme  extraordinary  prophet, 
and  can  direft  me  in  the  moft  important  of  all  concerns  \ 
and  therefore  I  beg  that  you  would  tell  me  what  is  ne- 
eefiary  for  me  to  do,  in  order  to  my  obtaining  a  right 
to  everlafting  life. 

18  Our  I*ord  replied.  What  means  your  calling  me, 
by  way  of  eminence,  gt>od>  fince  you  do  not  take  me 
to  be  any  thing  more  than  a  man  ?  This  title  is  too  high 
and  flattering  to  be  applied  fo  emphatically  to  any  rabbi, 
or  mere  creature ;  for  there  is  none  abfelutdy  and  per* 
fcftly  good,  but  God  himfelf,  who  ia  the  Author  of  e- 
very  kind  of  goodnef*. 

19  Bur,  as  to  your  important  qudtion,  The  only 
way  for  obtaining  a  right  to  eternal  life  by  your  own 
doings,  is  perfeftly  to  obey  all  the  commands  of  God, 
which  you  know  are  written  in  his  law,  and,  with  re¬ 
fpeft  to  duties  of  the  fecond  table,  are  fuch  as  thefe, 
viz.  Thou  {halt  neither  be  guilty  of  idolatry,  or  any 
undeannefs  in  heart  or  life;  nor  of  murder,  or  any 
tendencies  toward  it}  nor  of  theft  or  cheating;  nor  of 
lying  or  falfc-accufing ;  nor  of  over-reaching,  or  any 
way  depriving  another  of  his  right;  and  thou  fhalt  be* 
have  with  all  decency,  obedience,  and  reverence,  to¬ 
ward  yoor  parents,  and  toward  all  fuch  as  God  has 
placed  in  foperior  ranks  and  given  authority  over  you. 
(See  the  note  on  Lake  xviii.  20.) 

20  The  young  man,  fnppoftng  htmfelf  to  have  been 
guilty  of  no  deleft  in  any  of  thefe  articles,  according 
to  his  lax  acceptation  of  rheir  meaning,  replied,  Sir,  1  am 
confident  that  my  obedience,  in  all  thefe  points,  has 
been  very  exaft,  from  my  infancy  to  this  very  day ;  and 
I  am  ready  to  do  any  thing  elfc  that  you  can  mention. 


Ch.  20 


xi  Then 

luhoUiij£  him, 
taved  bun,  and 
i'.ud  unto  hitut 
One  thiog  thou, 
lackeft :  fly  thy 
vay^  fell  whatfb- 
ever  thou  had, 
and  give  to  the 
jvsir,  tod  thou 
ihail  hifttreafurc 
in  heaven  j  and 

Dime,  take  up  the 
croft,  and  follow 
me. 


as  And  he  was 
Culai  that  faying, 
and  went  away 

grieved}  for  he 
Kad  great  poOT- 
bona. 


%1  And  Jefu$ 
looked  round  a* 
hout,  and  faith 
unto  hud  ifripEcff 
How  bavdty  fliall 
they  that  have 
rrdm  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of 
God! 


14  Andthtdif- 
cipkj  were  aile* 
nifticd  at  his 
words*  Butjefus 

^nfwtrab  again, 

and  ftirb  unto 
them,  Children, 

how 
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if  k  be  further  neceflary  to  fecure  my  title  to  eternal 
happinefs. 

21  Then  JefuS,  looting  earneAly  upon  him,  Was 
pkafed  with  the  virtuous  difpofitions  that  appeared  in 
him  ;  and  yet*  to  (hew  him  his  ignorance*  feif-conceit, 
and  vain  confidence*  told  him*  that  much  more  than 
he  imagined  was  contained  in  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  If*  fays  he,  you  would  indeed  come  up  to  its 
high  demands,  I  will  propofc  one  thing  for  your  trial* 
which  you  have  not  yet  done:  Go  and  fell  your  whole 
eftate,  and  diftribute  it  to  the  poor;  and  in  cafe  you 
yield  a  willing  obedience  only  to  this  one  demand*  I 
allure  you  of  mach  better  treafurc  in  heaven,  than  all 
your  pofleffions  on  earth :  When  you  have  done  this, 
come  again  to  me,  and  follow  my  doQrinc  and  example 
in  your  faith  and  obedience,  freely  ftib mitring  to  what* 
foever  hardfhips  or  fufferings  may  bdfal  you,  in  thefe 
evil  days,  for  my  fake;  and  I  will  effectually  bring  you 
to  eternal  life.  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat,  xix*  17.) 

22  But  (j*)  when  the  young  man  heard  what  zftsof 
felf- denial  Chrift  Galled  him  to,  he  was  forcly  difap- 
pointed,  and  turned  away  from  this  good  Mailer,  with 
a  forrowful  heart*  for  he  had  a  very  plentiful  eftate,  and 
could  on  no  account  whatfoever  think  of  parting  with  it, 
even  tbo’  he  Ihould  lofe  heaven  itfelf  by  keeping  it* 

23  Hereupon  Jefus,  calling  his  eyes  upon  his  difei* 
pies,  like  one  who  would  obferve  how  they  were  affec¬ 
ted  with  this  difeourfe,  amt  with  its  event  as  to  this 
young  man,  took  occafion  to  caution  them  againft  am¬ 
bitious  defires  after  rite  riches  of  this  world,  and  againft 
their  foolifh  expectations  of  temporal  profperity  under 
him,  frying,  How  great  are  the  temptations  and  dan* 

§ers  of  the  rich !  and  how  extremely  difficult  is  it  for 
acm  to  be  &  far  weaned  from  the  allurements  of  this 


world,  as  to  feck  and  prefer  the  glorious  bleflings  of  my 
kingdom  before  them,  and  to  be  ready,  when  called  to 
it,  to  relign  their  earthly  enjoyments  for  me  and  heaven  ! 

24  The  apoftles,  hearing  him  ufe  fuch  a  pathetic, 
earn  eft  exclamation,  were  exceedingly  amazed;  they 
rather  imagining  that  riches  were  tokens  of  God's  fa¬ 
vour,  and  were  among  the  benefits  of  the  MefTtah’s 
kingdom.  But,  to  fet  them  right  rn  their  thoughts  a- 
bout  thefe  things,  he  further  laid,  My  dear  children, 
who  indeed  fhew  yourfelves  to  be  but  children  in  un¬ 
demanding,  do  not  nuftafee  me  :  My  words  ate  not  to 
he  underftood  of  a  bare  poflcflton,  much  lefs  of  a  regular 
enjoyment  and  ufe,  of  riches;  but  of  an  inordinate 
difpofition  of  men&  hearts  toward  them,  whereby  they 

J  U  place 


VoL*  I* 


go  6 


bov  hard  is  it  for 
them  th*L  iruft  in 
riches*  to  enur 

into  the  kingdom 
«f  God! 

ij  It  ii  ufier 
fur  a  ttunel  to  go 
through  the  eye 
of  2.  needle*  thin 
for  2  rich  nwn 
to  enter  into  the 
Lin^loiuof  GotL 
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place  their  chief  happinefc  in  them.  How  exceeding 
hard  is  it  for  perfons  of  this  character  to  obtain  fuch  a 
humble  and  fdf* denying,  holy  and  heavenly  temper  of 
fpirit,  as  is  necellary  for  the  fubje&s  of  my  kingdom  \ 
25  This  is  fo  very  difficult,  that,  in  a  proverbial  way, 
it  may  be  frid*  So  bulky  a  creature  as  a  camel  may 
former  thrall  through  fo  fraatl  a  paflage  as  the  eye  of  a 
needle,  chan  a  rich  man,  who  places  his  confidence  in 
.  his  riclrts,  can,  with  all  the  evil  affections  of  his  heart 
toward  this  world,  get  thro*  the  ftrait  gate  and  narrow 
way  that  leads  to  everlafting  life.  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat. 


xix.  24.) 

is  Amt  itxr  2 6  At  this  the  apoftfes  were  ftill  more  abundantly 

aftnnifluj  aftonifhed  chan  before,  fuppofing  that  their  Lonl  hereby 

ciyiiw  Tlnumr  made  it  an  abfofote  impoffibUity  for  foch  a  man  ever  to 
thcmftiveF,  Wu>  be  fared,  and  faying  one  to  another,  At  this  rate,  who 
jhtncinbefswd?  that  is  rich,  or  that  even  defires  to  be  fo,  as  mankind 

generally  do,  can  ever  attain  falvation  ? 

n  And  jdiis  27  Bat  Jcfos  looking  upon  them  with  pity  for  the 
taking'  »p<m  anxiety  of  mind  which  he  faw  they  were  in,  faid,  This 

ft iTio'iJIrf?-  is  in<fced  UItcr,y  impofftWe  to  every  man  by  any  power 
bte,  but  oat  with  of  his  own  but  is  not  fo  to  the  mercy  and  power  of 
««***[?  v*lh  God,  with  whom  nothing  is  too  hard  to  do:  He  can 
^44/  B®* ire  make  an  cflcQual  change  upon  the  heart  by  reg  *  aerating 

grace,  and  enable  it  freely  to  fuFrender  up  all  the  afflu¬ 
ence  of  this  world,  and  every  thing  that  is  deareft  to  it 
here,  when  they  ftand  hr  competition  with  me  and  the 
bleffltigs  of  my  kingdom,  and  when  he  demands  a  re* 
Agnation  of  them  for  bis  glory. 

at  The* Peter  2-8  Then  Petert  recovering  from  his  furprife,  as  if 
began  to  f»y  unto  none  could  be  fayed,  was  ready  to  run  into  the  contrary 

left'aii^a^d  have  extreme,  as  if  he  and  his  brethren  had  done  enough  to 
ivlWwrcd  tbcc.  fecure  their  falvation,  frying,  Lord,  behold  how  tho¬ 
roughly  we  bare  complied  with  all  this !  Thor  we  had 
no  great  pofleffi orrs  in  the  world  j  yet  we  have  freely 
given  up  our  all,  fuch  as  it  was,  to  be  thy  difciples  and 
fcrvants,  and  to  adhere  to  thee. 


sp  A  erf  JeSis 
antiviral  ,  and 
laid,  Verily  l  lay 
unto  you*.  There 
h  nn  nun  that 
hath  left  honTt)  or 
brethren,  or  fn 
or  father, or 
mother,  or 
or  children,  .or 
Idiid.i,  for  my  lake 
and  the  grid’s* 

3  &  Bur  helHH 


2 9  Jefus  replied,  I  affuredly  tell  you,  that  what  ye 
have  toft  for  me  is  not  worth  mentioning,  in  comparifon 
with  what  ye  (hall  gain  by  me :  For  no  one,  upon  the 
whole,  Ihail  be  a  lofer,  who,  from  a  principle  of  frith 
and  love,  is  willing  to  quit  his  houfe  and  borne,  and 
neareft  relations,  fuch  as  brethren  or  fillers,  a  father 
or  mother,  a  wife  or  children,  or  contentedly  fuffers  his 
eftatc,  be  it  more  or  lefsf  to  be  taken  from  him,  rather 
than  not  to  be  faithful  in  his  profeOion  of  mv  name  and 
gofpd. 

30  Hut,  am  id  ft  all  his  lodes  and  perfecutions,  he 

foal! 
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receive  an  hnn- 

oaw  in 
tins  time,  houfes, 
an-i  bictltren,  and. 
fitters,  and  ina- 

liiiri,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  and  l^hdi, 
with  perfection  5; 
and  in  the  world 
to  come,  eternal 
life- 

31  Hut  many 
thnt  art  firft,  Hull 
be  Juft;  aod  ihc 
Lid,  fir  a. 


3*  And  they 
were  in  the  #»y 
going  up  to  Jeru- 
Iklem  :  and  JcfitS 
u  ent  before  then: 
and  they  were  a- 
mated ;  and  is 
they  followed , 
they  vreie  afraid. 
And  he  look  a* 
the  twelve* 
and  began  to  idl 
them  what  things 
fhould  happen 
'Onto  him, 


33  ty*g,  B«- 
huld,  we  go  up  to 
fenifalem  :  nxl 
the  Son  of  nun 
thalL  be  delivered 
\mlo  the  chief 
prieflf,  and  umv 

the  feribes;  and 
they  (ball  con¬ 
demn  him  to 
death,  and  Jhall 
deliver  him  to  the 
Gcotilr* ; 

34  And  they 
flail  mock  him, 
and  iUf  (co^tr«e 
him,  und  ftuli  fpit 

upi'-.i  lum>  and 
tWl  hill  him  ; 
ami  the  *Uy 
tv  il;jl£nlw 
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(hall  have  habitations,  friends,  and  po fie  (lions,  whit 
fuch  fatisfa&ion  and  inward  peace  and  joy,  by  the  fa* 
vour  cf  God’s  providence,  and  tbe  gracious  influences 
and  comforts  of  bis  Spirit,  as  will  be  an  hundred  times 
better  for  him,  even  in  this  world,  than  every  thing 
that  he  parted  with  for  them  ;  and  all  flial  I  he  crowned 
with  an  eternal  life  of  glory  and  bleflednefs  in  the  world 
to  come. 

3 1  Neve  rth  clefs,  to  fliew  the  freenefs  and  fovereignty 
of  divine  grace  in  all  this,  many  who,  like  the  Jev>st 
are  firft  called,  and  Hand  neared,  in  their  own  and  0. 
theis  opinion,  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  (hall  be  la  ft 
in  my  account,  and  in  their  entrance  into  it;  and,  on 
the  other  hand.  Many  who,  like  the  O' entiles  y  will  be 
laft  called,  and  are  thought  by  thcmfelres  and  others  to 
be  furrheft  off  from  this  kingdom,  (halt  be  fir  ft  in  my 
efteem,  and  in  their  admiflions  to  it.  (See  the  note  on 
Mat.  xix.  30.) 

32  Whilft  our  Lord  was  thus  inftrufting  his  apoftles, 
they  were  in  the  road  to  Jerufalem ,  he  leading  the  way 
and  going  before  them  :  And,  when  they  ohferved  with 
what  refolurion  he  haftened  thither,  they  were  perfectly 
afton  iflied,  confidering  what  he  himfelf  had  fuggefted, 
and  they  had  feen,  of  his  enemies  ddigns  againft  him ; 
and,  while  they  followed  him,  it  was  with  heavy  beans, 
under  fearful  apprehenfions  of  the  great  danger  which 
they  were  all  likely  to  be  expofed  to  there :  And  as  he 
knew  their  thoughts,'  fo  the  better  to  fore- arm  them 
againft  being  difmayed  at  what  would  befal  him,  he 
again,  ordering  the  twelve  apoftles  to  come  up  to  him, 
told  them  plainly  of  the  terrible  diftreffes  that  he  muft 
undergo. 

33  Obferve,  fays  he,  my  words.  We  are  now  on 
our  journey  to  Jerufakm ;  and  the  time  draws  very  nigh, 
in  which  the  things  I  have  often  mentioned  before  will 
be  accomplifhed.  Soon  after  I  the  Meffiah  get  thither, 

I  (hali  be  betrayed  into  the  hands  of  the  great  council, 
confiding  moftly  of  the  chief  priefts  and  JrwiJb  do&om 
And  fuch  is  their  enmity  againft  me,  that  they  will  cer¬ 
tainly  ceniure  me  as  an  impoftor  who  defer ves  to  die  ; 
and  will  accufe  and  deliver  me  over,  as  a  capital  offender, 
to  the  Raman  governor  and  his  fiddlers,  for  judgment 
and  execution. 

34  And  rhefe  foldiers  will  abtife  me  with  aft  manner 
of  indignity,  cruelty,,  and  contempt ;  they  will  deride 
and  intuit  me,  feourge  and  buffet  me,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mat.  xxvii.  16.)  and  (hum etui! y  fpir  upon  me,  and  at 
length  \v:il  put  me  to  a  barbarous  and  ignominious  death; 

U  2  after 


$o3 


3S  And  James 
And  John  the  tons 

^toedcc  come 
unto  him,  fey-* 
in«,  Mailer,  wc 
would  tlrjc  thou 
Aioulddi  do  for 
nr  whatfccver  wc 
Ault  ddiirc. 


?7y  Evangelift  Mark  paraphrafed.  Ch.  x , 

after  which,  I  fliall  furely  rife  again  on  the  third  day. . 

35  Hereupon,  tho*  the ,  difciples  knew  not  what  to 
make  of  thefe  repeated  and  exprefe  declarations  of  his 
fufFerings  and  death,  and  of  the  refurredion  which 
fhould  follow;  yet  having  fome  confuted  and  general 
notions,  that,  after  his  going  through  fome  farther 
trouhles,  he  would  raifeup  a  kingdom  of  external  pomp 
and  grandeur  with  a  high  hand,  which  Ihould  be  like  a 
rcfurre&ion  from  the  dead,  $  antes  and  Jsim,  the  two 
fons  of  Z ebedee,  came  to  him  with  their  mother,  ( Mat . 
xx.  20.)  and,  making  life  of  her  intereft  in  him,  begged 
that  he  would  grant  thorn  a  favour  which  they  had  to 
afle  him. 


Amth?  Grid 

unto  iheen,  What 
vtr^nld  ye  ih:tl  I 

ihou  Id  do  for  j vtf  - 
37  They  faid 

ci'i \v  bitn,  Gi-jut 

uuio  us,  that  wc 
in  ay  (if,  one  oo 
thy  ri^ht  handi 
ami  the  other  on 

thy  left  lund,  in 

thy  gtory. 

33  But  Jcfiis 

Grid  tu i to  them, 
Yckncntf  nor  ^hat 
yc  afk ;  can  ye 
drink  of  the  cup 
that  I  drink  of* 
and  he  baptized 
with  tL;  Uiptifm 

that  I  .in  baptized 

TFi:h,? 


39  And  they 

laid  unto  him, 
Vft  cjn.  And 
Jefus  Grid  unro 
ihc.ti.  Ye  dial!  in* 
dw\I  drink  of  the 
cup  th.tr  J  drink 
of ;  zlkI  with  the 

Lapl-fm  that  I  am 
bpthctl  withal, 
Hull  ye  be  bapti¬ 
zed: 

40  But  to  fir 
on  m  y  righ  t  hand, 
end  o*  my  Itft 

hand, 


36  Then  Jefus  ordered  them  to  open  their  minds  to 
him,  faying.  What  would  you  have  me  do  for  you  ?  Let 
me  hear  it,  that  I  may  tell  you  whether  your  xequeft  (hail 
be  granted  or  not. 

37  They  anfweredy  It  is  that  thou  wouldeft  pleafc  to 
give  us  the  honour  and  dignity  of  being  placed  next  to 
thyfclf,  one  of  us  at  thy  right  hand,  and  the  other  at 
thy  left*  when  thou  (halt  fet  up  that  glorious  kingdom 
in  the  world*  which  we  apprehend  will  foort  appear* 

38  But  Jefus  replied,  Alas  for  your  pride  and  igno¬ 
rance*  and  carnal  notions  about  the  nature  of  my  office 
and  kingdom!  Ye  aim  at  temporal  preferments*  little 
thinking  that  they  do  not  lie  within  the  compafs  of  my 
defign;  and  ye  atk  for  honours  in  my  prefence,  not 
knowing  that  the  way  for  obtaining  them  lies  through 
great  hard (liips  and  fuflerings,  or  what  it  would  coft 
you  to  come  at  them :  Let  me  alk  you.  Do  ye  think 
that  yc  are  able  to  pledge  me  in  the  bitter  cup  of  for- 
rows  which  I  mull  drink,  or  to  bear  the  baptifro  of  fuf- 
ferings  which  I  muft  pafs  under. 

39^  And  they,  without  any  manner  of  hefitancy,  or 
due  leiife  of  their  own  weaknefs  and  need  of  divine 


grace,  anfwered,  Yes,  we  can  bear  or  fuffer  the  worft 
of  injuries  ind  indignities  with  thee*  Wdl,  faid  our 
Lord  f,  ye  (hall  indeed  have  enough  of  thefe  after  my 
example:  Waters  of  a  full  cup  (hall  be  wrung  out  to 
you;  and  as  ye  will  therein  ftiffer,  ye  flmU  hereafter  be 
glorified  with  me* 

40  But  as  to  an  advancement  to  the  very  higbeft  feats 
of  glory,  and  nearell  to  my  perfun,  at  my  right  and  left 

hand; 


NOTE, 


1"  *1  he  fuffcrcfl  martyvilom  a  violent  dcuth  j  and  therefore  1  have  jirr.ireJ 

under  Henstf,  A£ti  v,i*  i»;  and  tltc  apoftlt  this  fciptUVn  10  tofTciicgs  fnorr  of  pi^per 
,7^y  ^ct  *’«h  virions  pcrlL'CiUioAs,  aid  wa*  ms  Wynton*.  F*d,  E„chC  Hill.  L  Li 

Uniihffl  ig  lflc  of  tor  the  lake  tup*  t*  Si  fi  mh  fiuUjJti  Duk*^ 

oi  Chn!h  Ktv*  1*  9*  But,  is  k  rurally  Ijc*  if.  &  -4../;, 

he  ooiy,  of  Ji  the  apoiilss,  europeJ 
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t^nd,  ii  not  mine 
to  give:  but  it 
Qali  &  gi  *  to 
them  for  wiiom  it 
is  ji  repat  eU* 


41  And  when 
the  ten  heard  fri 
they  began  to  \k 
niurh  difjjleafed 
\uih  James  and 
J^ui, 


4 1  But  Jefus 
Called  them  to 
him,  and  faith 

iinti)  thorn t  Ye 

know  that  they 
uhiCh  arc  ac  - 
conn  led  to  rule 
ovit  the  Gentiles, 
iijtTcife  lordfbip 
over  them ;  and 
their  great  ortet 
r Kinetic  authority 
upon  them  * 

4j  But  fo  ftiaH 
it  not  be  among 
vou  :  hut  vltofo* 

■c 

ever  will  be  great 

among  you,  (hall 

be  your  mi  nil  ter: 


44  And  who* 
frcYCr  of  you  will 

fie  the  chic  fell, 
fittU  be  ftrviiuf  of 
all* 


4f  For  ewen 
the  Son  of  man 
came  nor  to  be 
nituiftcTcd  unto* 
but  to  imnifter, 
411U  to  give  hts 
life  a  r  so  tom  for 
many. 
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hand  1  this  is  an  honour  which  depends  upon  anclenr 
fettlcments  her  ween  the  Father  and  me;  and  therefore 
is  not  mine  to  difpofc  of  to  yny,  (*A>/?»FHTe/>«ira(l)  but 
to  thofe  for  whom  it  is  prepared  in  his  eternal  counfeis 
and  decrees*  (See  the  note  on  Mat -  xx*  23*) 

41  Kow  when  the  other  ten  apefiles  underftood  what 

petition  James  and  Join  had  prefented,  they  btgan  to 
ftomach  ii,  that  thofe  two  brethren 

ftiould  go  about  to  fupplant  the  reft  by  an  attempt  to  grt 
the  preheminetice,  which  every  011c  of  them  was  ambi¬ 
tious  of  obtaining  and  hoped  to  get  for  hicnfdf, 

42  But#  to  reprefs  this  envious  and  afpiring  temper 
in  them  all,  Jefus,  calling  them  to  him,  fa  id,  Ye  are 
afted  by  the  very  fame  fpirit,  and  are  taking  juft  fuch 
meafures  as  ambitious  perfous  go  imo,  in  feeling  after 
the  powers  and  preferments  of  this  world:  Ye  know  in¬ 
deed,  that,  in  the  feveral  nations  of  the  Geiitilesf  there 
is  a  mighty  drift  for  dominion  and  authority,  and  they 
are  counted  the  greeted  men  who  get  the  government 
into  their  hands,  and  tyrannize  over  others  by  abiblutc 
will  and  pleafure* 

43  But  ye  have  a  very  wrong  notion  of  tbc  nature  of 
my  kingdom,  if  yc  imagine  that  its  honours  are  to  be 
purfued  and  managed  after  this  rate*  No,  no :  Whoever 
he  be  among  you  that  defies  to  be  truly  great  and  ho* 
nourable  under  me ;  the  only  way  of  his  rifuig,  is  to  be 
meek  and  humble,'  and  to  act  the  part  of  a  fcivant,  ra¬ 
ther  than  of  a  lord  or  matter,  in  his  way  of  doing  all  the 
good  he  can  to  others* 

44  And  whoever  among  you  would  excel  all  the  reft, 
and  dune  with  the  higheft  lufiic,  mutt  be  more  eminent 
than  his  brethren,  for  condefceniion,  humility,  and 
works  of  labour  and  love  ;  and  mutt  be  willing  to  ftoop 
to  the  meaneft  femces,  for  the  benefit  of  all  that  he  has 
to  do  with* 

45  For  even  I  the  Me  Utah  myfclf,  who  am  indeed 
your  Lord  and  Matter,  did  not  come  into  the'  world  to 
fet  up  for  Hate  and  grandeur,  or  to  behave  in  an  affu* 
ming  manner  toward  others  j  but  my  great  dcligu  and 
bulinefs  here  is,  to  act  the  pan  of  my  Father's  fervanr, 
to  go  about  doing  good  to  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men 
whilft  1  live,  and  at  laft  to  give  up  my  life  it  fell*, 

*fl**™f)  as  a  price  of  redemption  for  great  mul¬ 
titudes,  that  I,  dying  in  their  mom  and  (lead,  may  fii- 
tisfy  God's  law  and  juftice  on  their  behalf,  and  frt  them 
free  from  the  dreadful  flavery  to  which  their  fins  had 
brought  and  expo  fed  them  :  This  h  the  way  in  which  I 
am  to  rife  to  my  throne  of  glory  ;  and,  it  ye  would  fof- 

V  3  lu  v? 


46  And  they 

time  ro  Jericho  : 

^nd  as  he  went 
fixir  of  Jericho 
ttith  hi  rid  tie!  pic*, 
and  a  gmt  num¬ 
ber  of  prtylr  , 
bhnd  B^rtimeui, 
the  fan  of  Ti* 
rniujj  £tt  hy  the 
highway  *  fide  , 

47  And  when 
he  heard  that  it 


\vas  Jefus  of  Na¬ 
zareth,  he  began 

to  cry  and 

iayt  JelOJ,  thou 
fop  of  David, 

b  arc  mercy  vn 


48  And  many 
charged  him  that 
he  flioold  Jtold 
hif  peace ;  but  he 
<xkd  the  more  a 
great  deal,  TliiAt 
fon  of  David  t 
have  mercy  on 
me. 


4P  Atid  Jeft** 
flood  Adi,  and 

commanded  him 
to  be  called*  And 
thtycd.11  tbe  blind 
'mitt*,  frying  unto 
him,  lie  (if  good 
comfort ;  rife:  he 

Csileth  rbte. 

jo  Aodhftc*ft> 
Iiij  avay  his  gar* 
tnent,  roft,  and 
came  to  j=iu$* 

jr  And  Jdos 
nn  fwifti  ,an  dfai  d 
nvio  imnt  What 
u-IU  ihuu  that  I 
ihoiiid  «io  unto 
th?c  ?  Tht  blind 
man  fa  id  unto 
hiiiij  J*oult  that 
l  mtghi  receive 

W'f  fiahn 
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low  me  thither*  ye  mud  leant  of  me*  who  am  meek 
and  lowly  in  heart*  and  walk  fo  as  I  (ball  have  left  you 
an  example* 

46  Soon  after  this*  ourblcffed  Lord  arrived  with  his 
difciples  at  Jericho^  dill  purfuing  his  journey  toward 
Jerufakm s  and  upon  his  departure  from  that  town*iu- 
gerher  with  his  apoiUcs,  and  a  great  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  followed  him  from  thence*  he  came  to  a  place 
where  a  noted  blind  beggar*  viz.  Barthmus  (which,  in 
the  Syriac  language*  fignifics  the  fon  of  Ttmeus)  was  fit¬ 
ting  on  one  fide  of  the  road  to  alk  the  alms  of  travellers 
who  came  that  way.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  xviii*  35.) 

47  This  man*  healing  the  noife  of  a  great  company 
near  him*  inquired  what  might  be  the  occafion  of  that 
extraordinary  concourfej  and  upon  the  people’s  telling 
him  that  the  famous  Prophet  called  Jrfui  of  Nazareth 
was  jufi  then  palling  by*  he  immediately  cried  out  a- 
Joud  with  great  earn  din  els,  laying*  Lord  jdus*  thou 
promifed  MdTuh  of  the  houfe  of  Davidy  1  have  heard 
of  thy  fame*  and  believe  in  the  greamefs  of  thy  power 
and  mercy  j  oh  that  thou  wouldeft  commiferate  my  de¬ 
plorable  cafe ! 

48  And  yet  fuch  was  the  unnatural  hard-beartedoefs 
of  feveral  in  the  company*  that  they  were  angry*  and 
huffed  him  for  making  fuch  a  clamour*  and  did  all  they 
could  to  filence  him  :  But  the  more  they  offered  to  rc- 
ftrain  him*  the  more  he  raffed  his  voice  and  importuni¬ 
ty,  faying*  Oh  thou  Saviour  of  IJrael ,  who  art  fprung 
from  our  father  I^avitTi  loins*  I  bcfcech  thee  caff  an  eye 
of  pity  upon  me. 

49  Then  Jefus*  making  a  full  flop*  ordered  feme  of 
the  company  to  lead  this  blind  man  to  him  :  And  they 
immediately  went  and  fpoke  to  him,  faying,  Come  a- 
long  with  us,  get  up*  and  be  of  good  courage;  you  need 
not  fear  finding  favour*  Jefus  himfclf  calls  for  you  to 
come  to  him. 

50  FI  ere  up  on  the  blind  manfprung  up  in  an  eefiafy; 
and,  for  the  greater  fpecd  and  decency,  throwing  off  an 
old  upper  covering  in  which  he  fat  to  fcrecn  himfi  lf  from 

the  inconveniences  of  the  weather*haftencdaway  to  Jefus. 

51  And  the  bjeffed  Saviour*  to  encourage  and  try 
him,  faid,  What  is  it  you  thus  earndlly  call  upon  me 
for?  Is  it  for  an  alms*  or  for  a  cure?  The  blind  man 
anfwcrcd*  Lord*  my  bumble  rctjuefk  is,  for  what  none 
of  this  great  company  can  do  befidcs  thee,  that  thou 
wouldeft  pleafe  to  thew  me  the  greatnefs  of  thy  power 
and compafTum  in  reftoringmy  fight,  and  thereby  ena¬ 
bling  me  to  fee  thee  in  tbe  lijjht  of  this  world*  and  get 

iny 
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An  A  Jefii* 
faid  unco  him, 

(Jo  thy  way;  thy 
f.iich  hath  made 
whole.  And 
imcnodiaiely  he 
received  hU  fight  * 

and  folio  wol  jc- 

i'w  in  the  way. 
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my  bread  in  an  induftrious  way  without  being  always 
obliged  to  go  a-begging, 

52  Then  Jefus,  taking  pity  upon  him.  Cud,  Be  of  good 
comfort,  and  depart  in  peace ;  chy  faith  is  aiifwered* 
and  thy  requefl  is  granted ;  be  it  unto  thee  according  to 
thy  dependence  upon  me  for  this  ctite  :  Ami  at  that 
very  infant,  his  cyciight  was  pcrfc£Uy  recovered  5  and 
he,  full  of  joy  and  praife,  joined  the  company,  and 
went  along  with  them  after  jefus  in  his  way  toward  //- 
ru/alcm. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

"What  a  bright  example  of  unwearied  labour  and  pat:r nee*  of  wifdom.  caution, 
and  humblonefe  of  mind,  of  ocipriHcriilion,  tendemefir  and  compfilfion  to  the  mi- 
t-raUe,  has  our  blcfled  Lord  fet  before  usf  and  what  an  excellent  difpenfation  of 
puritv,  light  aud  grace,  do  we  ;Iive  under  in  gnfprbdays !  The  law  of  marriage 
is  reftored  to  tts  primitive  infliction,  and  fettled,  bv  Ihe  word  of  Cod,  *hi  fuch 
a  foundation,  as  is  admirably  Anted  to  prevent  oonriilion  in  families,  and  to  en¬ 
gage  conjugal  faithfiilnrfs  and  atfe&ion;  The  covenant  privileges  of  the  chiktren 
of  believers  are  eftablilhed  wirh  advantage;  Chriltowna  and  favours  than,  and 
*  makes  them  emblems  of  fiich  difripk*  as  nmy  expert  the  hieffings  of  bis  kingdom, 
which  are  all  fpiritual,  holy,  and  heavenly,  incomparably  better  than  the  riches 
and  honours,  of  this  world.  Sufiering  and  ic  If- denial,  with  faith  and  patience, 
is  the  way  to  glory;  but  whatsoever  we  may  lofe  or  undergo  for  Chrift,  and  in 
love  to  liim,  wc  iball  never  loft  by  him;  he  that  willing U  bears  Uk  crofs  here, 
ftiall  wear  the  crown  for  ever:  May  we  believe  in  a  fullering,  as  well  as  rifen  Sa¬ 
viour  \  and  did  wc  but  realize  by  faith  his  death  and  rcfmredion  for  us,  we  flioukl 
think  nothing  too  much  to  endure  Aw  him:  But  ft  If  confidence,  ambition,  ard 
a  worldly  fpirit,  are  the  bane  nf  religion  and  happiitefs;  the  more  they  are  triedf 
the  more  they  are  found  to  be  fo;  and  nothing  but  the  mighty  power  of  God  can 
efie&uaily  pveferve  or  recover  us  front  Uu  m.  But  oh  how  ap4  arc  the  remain¬ 
ders  of  t’hcfe  iniquities  to  work  even  in  the  hearts  of  CbrifTe  own  di&iplcs,  and 
to  offend  him  ;  though  humility  is  itfelf  our  honour,  and  the  firflt  Hep  to  further 
advancement  in  his  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  !  This  will  keep  tis  from  dcfpi- 
ting  any  of  our  brethren,  ordefniag  to  prefer  ourfelve*  to  them,  or  toexrrcife 
dominion  over  their  faith;  and  this  will  difpofr  us  to  imitate  our  blrffed  Lord* 
in  bearing  with  the  infirmities,  the  ignorance,  and  the  irowardndV,  of  all  that 
we  have  to  do  with,  and  in  fhewing  companion  to  the  poor  and  bl.nd  and  mt* 
ficrable.  And  as  wants  and  dlftrefles  of  one  kind  or  other  will  attend  every  one 
of  us  while  we  are  here,  we,  like  blind  Sarfimuj,  Should  make  them  all  known 
'to  the  Lord,  and  cry  mightily  to  him  for  his  feafiuiablc  help,  believing  that  he  is 
able  and  willing  to  fuccour,  fupply,  and  (kveus;  And  when  he  takes  pity  upon 
us,  it  becomes  us  to  follow  him. 


CHAP.  XI, 

Chrift  rides  its  triumph  to  Jerusalem,  I* — H.  Cur/et  the  barren  fig, 
tret-,  12,-14.  Turns  the  traders  out  of  the  temple,  rj,— 18.  Ex¬ 
horts  to  faith ,  and  a  forgiving  temper ,  as  neeffiry  to  acceptable 
prayer ,  iy, — 26.  And  JiUncet  the  Jews  by  a  qutjlion  about  John'* 

baptifm,  27,-33. 

TtiT.  Paraphrase. 

APP  -\TOW  ■when  jefus,  attended  with  his  apoftlcs,  ap- 

i«4h  m  ler «a-  **■ '  proaebsd  Jerufakvtj  and  came  to  a  place  at  the 

lun,  U  4  foot 


51* 

+  ' 

ktn,  unto  Betbr- 
pliagc,  and  B*- 
tbny  ,  at  the 
Mount  of  Oliv«, 
hz  fendctU  forth 
two  of  bis  dil'ri- 

rK 

i  And  faithtm- 
to  I  hem,  Go  your 
way  into  the  vi!~ 
Uge  om  agamft 
you :  and  a*  ibon 
a?  yc  he  entered 

into  u,  vc  thali 
find  a  colt  tied, 
whereon  never 
fit  an  fit  :  bote 
!nmt  and  bring 
him* 

3  And  if  any 
manfayuntoyoMt 
Why  do  ye  thU  ? 
fay  ye  char  the 
Loci  hath  n cod  of 
him^aiultfraight* 
way  he  will  fend 

Mm  hwlwr. 

4  And  they 
went  their  wtry, 
and  round  the  colt 
tied  by  the  door 
without,  in  a  place 
where  two  ways 
met  ;  and  they 
loofe  him, 

5  A  nd  certain 
of  them  that  flood 
there,  fau)  unto 
them.  What  do  ye 
looting  the  colt  ? 

6  And  they  laid 
u  mo  them  even  as 

Jefus  had  tom- 

ui:indrd:andthty 

I'JC  them  gn. 

7  And  they 

hfmrght  the  colt 
to  Jefi is,  and  cafl 
their  garmenUOu 
him ;  and  he  fat 
upon  him, 

ft  And  nearly 
fpread  their  g;ir- 
mtjjis  in  ibow^y? 
and  others  cut 
down  branches  o]f 
ttw  trees ,  and 
H  reived  fktm  in 
the  way. 
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foot  of  mount  Olivet  t  not  far  from  the  villages  of  Beth- 
phage  and  Bethany  t  he,  knowing  that  the  appointed 
time  for  his  laft  fufferings  was  juft  at  hand,  and  defign- 
ing  to  make  a  public  entry  into  the  city,  ordered  two 
of  his  difciplcs  to  go  from  this  place  into  one  of  thofc 
villages  which  lay  opjmfite  to  them ;  and  told  them,  that, 
upon  their  entrance  into  it,  they  would  certaily  meet 
with  a  young  afs,  which  never  had  been  backed,  Hand¬ 
ing  tied  in  the  Hreet ;  and  bad  them  untie  and  bring  it 
away  to  him.  (See  the  note  on  Matt.  xxi.  7.) 

3  And,  faid  he,  if  any  man  fltould  obferve  you,  and 
a(k  what  ye  mean  by  leading  away  the  a  is '5  colt,  tell 
him,  that  the  Lord  of  all,  the  great  Proprietor  of  bcaven 
and  earth,  has  a  prefent  occafion,  in  his  Hate  of  humi¬ 
liation,  to  make  ufe  of  it $  and,  immediately  upon  your 
faying  this,  his  heart  ihatl  be  over- ruled  to  grant  free 
leave  for  your  bringing  it  to  me. 

4  Accordingly,  the  two  difciples  readily  went  into 
the  village,  in  obedience  to  their  Lord's  command,  with-' 
out  objecting  or  dilputing  againft  it,  or  doubting  whe¬ 
ther  the  event  would  anfwer  his  prediction ;  and,  find¬ 
ing  a  young  afs,  inti  as  he  had  told  them,  tied  by  a  door 
at  the  corner  of  a  Hreet,  they  immediately  went  roloofe 
him  that  they  might  lead  him  away. 

5  And  its  owners  ( Luke  xix.  33.}  Handing  bv,  and 
taking  notice  that  two  flrangers  were  untying  and  about 
to  lead  away  the  colt,  afked  them,  what  auihoriry  they 
had  to  meddle  with  another  perfon’s  property  ? 

6  The  apoHlcs  .replied,  as  Jefus  had  ordered  them, 
that  the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  wanted  to  make 
-  ufe  of  it  for  a  fpecial  pnrpofe ;  and,  upon  hearing  this, 
they  faid  no  more,  but  let  the  apoilles  lead  it  away  with¬ 
out  any  further  oppulition. 

7  Then  they  brought  the  young  afs  to  the  place  where 
Jefus  waited  for  it;  and,  to  (hew  their  refpefit  to  him, 
fpread  their  clothes  upon  its  back,  ami  mounted  him 
upon  it,  that  he  might  ride  to  JerufaUm  in  a  manner  an- 
fwerable  to  ancient  prophecies  of  the  Meifiah.  {Ifa.  Ixii* 
11.  and  Zech.  ix.  9.  See  the  note  on  Matt .  xxi.  4,  5.) 

8  And  as  he  rode  amidft  a  great  crowd  of  attend¬ 
ants,  many  of  them,  to  fignify  their  joy,  and  the  honour 
they  defi red  to  pay  him,  fpread  their  clothes  in  the  road, 
inflead  of  tapeftry,  for  bim  to  ride  over,  (fee  the  note 
on  Matt.  xxi.  8.)  thereby  representing  the  triumphal 
entry  of  a  king j  whtlfl  others,  to  exprefs  the  gladncfs 
of  their  hearts,  as  at  the  feaH  of  tabernacles,  cm  oft' 
boughs  from  the  trees,  and  Are  wed  them  in  the  road  to 
adi  rn  it- 


9  And 
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9  And  they  lilac 
vent  before*  an  A 
they  that  follow¬ 
ed*  cried*  flying 
Hofauna ;  Bkfl’ed 
is  he  that  comet  h 
iit  the  name  of 
th*  Lord: 

to  Bleflcd  bt 
the  kingdom  of 
our  father  Da* 
viH*  that  comrth 
inthenamcot'  the 
Lord  :  HoLdd* 
in  the  higheiL 

it  And  Jcfus 
entered  into  jim- 
Alem,  and  into 
the  temple:  and 
when  hchcdWk- 
cd  round  nhont 
npon  dl  thing*, 
and  now  the  c- 
v(n  -  tide  wat 

come,  he  went 
oat  onto  Kcthuny 
*ith  the  twelve. 

11  And  on  (tie 
morrow  ,  when 
they  were  conic 
from  He  than  >j  he 
was  hungry. 

13  And  frefog 
a  fig-tree  ahr  uli, 
having  leaves,  he 
came,  if  haply 
be  might  find  any 
rhmg  tltrrcou  r 
and  when  became 
to  it,  he  found 
nothing  btit 

O 

leaves;  for  the 
time  of  figs  was 
not  ycL 

14  And  Jefus 
anfwercdand  Lid 
unto  it,  Ho  jnau 
eat  fruit  of  thee 
hereafter  foe  ever- 
And  his  dUeijiles 
litard  iU 


ij  And  they 
come  to  (cruft- 

lem  i 
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9  And  all  tliis  numerous  retinue,  both  before  and  af¬ 
ter  him,  made  the  air  ring  with  loud  acclamations,  fay¬ 
ing,  May  all  profpiricy  attend  the  long  expected  Meiliah, 
who  comes  from  God  to  bring  fa  tv  a  cion  to  Ifrael! 

10  May  the  throne  of  David  oat  father  be  exalted, 
and  llourifb,  and  abide  for  ever,  under  the  reign  of  this 
his  Son,  who  is  come  with  authority  from  our  God  ?  Save 
now,  we  bcfeech  thee,  O  Lord:  We  ofrer  thee  our  lof- 
treft  nnufes  :  Let  the  angels  join  our  foug ;  and  let  God 
htmfelf  power  down  all  bleflings  from  on  high  upon 
MefEah  our  king,  upon  his  kingdom,  and  upon  us. 
(See  the  notes  on  Mutt.  xxL  9. 

1 1  In  this  manner  Jefus  made  his  public  entry  into 
Jerafaiemi  and,  to  fliew  that  he  did  not  aim  at  a  tem-' 
poral,  but  fpiritual,  rule  anil  government,  be  went,  not 
to  the  court,  but  to  the  temple  to  preach  and  fet  things 
to  rights  there :  And,  having  taken  an  eaa&  notice  of 
the  (late  of  its  affairs,  he,  in  the  evening,  retired  with 
the  twelve  apofUes  to  Bethany  near  two  miles  from  the 
city. 

12  And  in  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  as  he  was  go¬ 
ing  back  with  them  to  Jtrufaletn ,  he  found  himfdf  to 
be  hungry. 

13  And,  calling  his  eye  upon  a  fig-tree  at  fome  di¬ 
rt  2  nee,  which  by  its  leaves  was  promising  for  fruit,  he 
went  up  to  it  like  a  ftranger,  to  fee  whether  there  were 
any  thing  upon  it  for  him  to  eat :  But,  when  he  came 
to  examine  it,  he  found  only  leaves;  for  it  was  not  a 
time  of  figs  with  that  tree  f,  it  having  failed  of  bearing 
that  year. 

14  Jefus  therefore  took  occafinn  from  thence  to  give 
his  difciples  an  emblem  of  the  dedru&ion  of  th t'Jcwijb 
nation,  and  of  all  hypocritical  profeilors,  for  their  un- 
fntitfuinefs  under  the  means  of  grace,  notwfchftanding 
their  high  pretences  to  religion ;  faying  to  this  flouri thing 
but  barren  fig-tree,  Let  no  more  fruit  ever  grow  upon 
thee  from  this  time  forward ;  as  thou  art  a  faulty  and 
deceitful  tree,  unprofitable  and  blafted  thou  (halt  be  for 
ever.  And  as  he  fpoke  to  it  after  this  manner  in  the 
hearing  of  his  apofUes,  they  obferved  the  curfe  which  he 
pronounced  upon  it. 

15  Then  they  proceeded  in  theic  way  to  Jerufalem  .- 

And 


NOTE. 


f  For  Another  interpretation  of  tltefc 
voids*  w«  may  nbferve*  that  the  word  jet 
is  not  in  the  which  only  lays  v  yaj 

■V  d-nut,  fir  it  W4J  MT  tbr  tfjnr*  or 

fid pm  0/ fys  :  But  as  this  may  he  meant  of 
the  time  of  gathering  in  of  ripe  figs,  it  may 
be  underftood  that  this  Ira  fort  was  not  yet ; 


And  fo,  todofin^  rW  immediately  foregoing 
words  in  a  panvutHciis,  ic  may  refer  m  the 
fome;  part  of  ihc  icn:enc?t  and  lit  ivitilidor- 
ccL  as  the  rcafbn  of  Chriit’s  going  to  iu:  u bo¬ 
ther  there  were  any  figs  mi  rhis  five ;  for 
the  time  of  ingathering  the  IVnit,  and  e tear¬ 
ing  the  trees  of  it,  hi*  iwt  jet 


3*4 

Ir,ii  ■  and  JdVis 
wrnt 

|ifcT  ;.nd  tK'tfun  to 
<jft  *>\tt  ih«*m  tbi 
fold  siul  *m*ht 
In  :li'*tjT!r  jnd 
ovei  tlw**  the  u- 

t!«  of  tlitf  mn* 
ttry  -  Cftangerc  f 
and  the  feats  of 
them  thit  JbU 
duvo; 
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And,  upon  their  arrival  thither,  Jefus  repaired  direftl} 
l<>  the  temple  and,  going  into  the  court  of  the  Gtn* 
tiles,  where  profeiytes  ufed  to  meet  for  worlbip,  he 
found  fcveral  forts  of  trades  carrying  on  there.  Then, 
being  filled  with  holy  indignation  at  the  avarice  of  the 
pricits,  who  had  brought  the  market  thither  for  their 
own  profit;  and  at  the  horrible  profanation  of  that  fa* 
cred  place,  which,  by  God's  own  appointment,  was  &>• 
kmniy  dedicated  to  his  fervice ;  he,  in  an  awful  and 
authoritative  way,  %  cleared  the  court  of  all  the  buyers 
and  fellers,  and  threw  down  the  tables  of  the  money¬ 
changers,  and  the  feats  of  them  that  fat  to  fell  doves, 
Iheep  and  oxen,  with  other  things,  to  thofie  that  came 
th:rh«.T  to  offer  facriftces. 


j£  AndiroGvd 
fioi  fuller  tint 
ny  man  thouM 
firry  lay  veflid 
thro*  ch t  ictnjilc, 

i  v  An  A  lie 

frying 
u»to  them,  it 
nut  With  u.  My 
IujuJc  lKi!l  isc  oil* 
til  of  Ai 
ihchiUlfi:  of  fi’JtV- 

t  r  )  vt  h  tvc 

V 

midr  u  a  den  of 


i  fi  A^d  the 
bribes  and  chief 
priclls  he«md  i/, 
anti  (ought  how 
thry  tnifiht  df* 
ftroy  him  ;  for 
they  f«rat  him, 
her  safe  all  the 
people  was  aflo- 
r.tJhcd  at  his  doc¬ 
trine. 


1 6  And  that  he  might  throughly  reform  all  abufes  of 
this  kind  which  had  been  introduced  there,  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  give  charge,  that  no  man  fltould  pervert  the  tem¬ 
ple  to  fecular  ufes,  by  carrying  any  goods  or  burdens, 
in  a  way  of  trade,  through  its  courts. 

17  And,  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  he  difeourfed  to 
the  people  on  Ift.  Ivi.  6,  7.  where  God,  fpeaking  of  tin 
Jbtu  sf  the  fi.ra.nger  that  join  tbemfelvcs  to  the  Lord,  fays. 
Them  will  I  bring  to  my  holy  mountain,  and  make  than 
joyful  in  my  houfe  of  prayer ;  far  my  houfe  Jball  be  called 
an  houfe  of  prayer  to  all  nations.  Now,  fays  our  Lord, 
Doesitnotappearfrom  whatisherewritten,  that  the  court 
of  tbe  Gentile  -  profcl  yt  es,  as  well  as  the  rdf  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  is  included  in  this  houfe  of  God  ?  But,  inftead  of 
appropriating  it  to  holy  and  religious  ufes,ye  have  turn¬ 
ed  it,  not  only  into  a  place  of  common  traffiefc,  but  c- 
ven  into  a  r.rft  of  thieves,  who  rob  God  of  his  honour, 
and  carry  on  trades  of  opprcflion  and  fraud. 

18  The  doctors  and  chief  priefts,  having  heard  how 
he  fpzkc  with  authority,  and  condemned  them,  who 
hated  to.be  reformed,  and  were  afraid  of  his  reputation’s 
rtfing  upon  the  ruins  of  their  own,  confuhed  by  what 
means  they  might  nmlt  artfully  and  effectually  cut  him 
off,  without  expofing  themfelves  to  popular  odium  and 
refentmetit :  For  they  durft  not  venture  rofeize  himhy 
violence,  left  it  fhould  raife  a  tumult,  hecaufe  they 
knew  what  an  intcreft  he  had  in  the  common  peoples 
affect  ions,  who  were  full  of  admiration  at  the  majcfly, 
authority,  and  excellence  of  his  preaching. 

19  But 


NOTH* 

|  As  this  is  Hated,  JfcljJf.  **i.  ii,  1  nccafruied  ChriA‘s  arting  the  fame  pact  ovt:r 
Lht  tranutfions  nf  the  preceding  again,  Ftui  as  the  ewtri geiitU  did  not  ahv3y> 
day,  and  before  l*e  curled  the  fig-tm ;  it  :s  obierve  the  exa&  order  of  lime  in  ibtir  n^r- 
probible  that  fame  of  the  people,  at  in#  in-  when  it  vai  of  no  importance  to  the 

titration  of  the  prieft*,  ventured  to  return  to  hiftory  ;  fo,  poflioly,  cither  Mattbrr  or 
tlie^r  tniftkk  here  the  next  morning,  'vJjjcLi  M*r$  did  no;  tie  himfdf  to  it  here. 


Ch.  3ti. 

jp  And  vben 
even  w^cum^hc 
mtiUDt  olibeci- 

tj- 


xo  And  in  the 
rooming*  uciicy 
lifted  bj*,  they 
ta  tiie  fig- (i\ £ 
dried  up  fnxa  the 
Toots- 

%  _ 

si  And  Peter 
calling  toremetn* 

brancr,  faith  unto 
h:cnt  Matter,  be* 
hold,  the  fig-tree 
ulticb  thou  cur- 
fcrllt  it  withered 

lx  And  J*fu& 
an  tarring  f-tth 
unto  them,  Have 
tan  tn  God. 


*3  For  verily 
1  tajf  unto  yog. 
That  vhdbtver 
(hall  ixy  unto  tbU- 
roonmain  *  lie 
tbou  removed  , 
and  be  thou  cad 
into  the  lea;  and 
liuill  not  doubt m 


hU  heart,  but  IhJl 
believe  that  tliotc 
thing?  which  he 
Jiuth  Adi  come 
to  pair  ;  he  dull 


whatCoever 
he  uith. 

i-i  Therefore 
T  fay  unto  you* 
What  things  io- 
cver  ye  ddirc 

when  ye  pray*  be* 
litre  that  ye  re* 
cdvc/vfflr,  and  ye 

fll  Jj  have  tbf&r 

ay  And  when 
ye  Itand  praying* 
forgive  if  ye  have 
ougitt  again  It  a* 
uy  ;  that  your 
Father  alio  which 


is  in  heaven  may 
forgive  you  your 
trrtpdics, 
i<S  But  if  you 

do 
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19  But  Jefus,  knowing  the  malicious  defigns  of  his 

enemies  again  It  him,  would  truit  him  fell'  amtmg'them 
only  in  the  day-time ;  and  therefore,  as  night  came  011, 
he  again  retired  out  of  the  city  with  his  di Tuples  to  Be¬ 
thany. 

10  And,  as  they  were  returning  back  from  thence 
to  JtruJalem  the  following  morning,  the  difciples  obser¬ 
ved  that  the  fig-tree,  which  he,  in  their  hearing,  had 
curfed  the  day  before  was  entirely  withered  down  to 
the  root. 

zi  Upon  which,  they  immediately  recoIleSing  how 
green  and  flourilhing  it  was  when  Chritt  fn  lately  pa  fled 
lentence  again  it  it,  were  much  furpril'cd ;  and  jVfer, 
as  the  mouth  of  the  reft,  fpoke  to  him  about  it,  fay¬ 
ing,  Matter,  we  arc  amazed  to  fee  how  Toon  thy  words 
have  taken  effect ;  Look  how  the  lig-tree,  which  thou 
curfcdil  but  yeftcrday,is  already  quite  withered  and  dead. 

21  jefus  replied,  Let  this  be  an  argument  for  your 
exerciting  (.T<n» e.*)  the  faith  which  God  requires, 
works,  and  approves  of,  rather  than  for  your  wonder : 
See  what  he  can  do;  and  depend  upon  his  almighty 
power  for  the  performance  of  every  thing  that  be  encou¬ 
rages  you  to  expeft  from  him. 

23  For  1  aflii  redly  tell  you,  that  how  great  foever  a 
work  may  be  which  yc  mail  attempt  in  my  name  a- 
greeable  to  the  will  of  God,  even  though  it  were  as 
difficult  and  unlikely  to  be  cffe&ed  as  by  a  mere  word 
of  command  to  root  op  this  mount  of  Olives  and  throw 
it  into  the  fea,  it  thall  be  as  certainly  accompiifhed  as 
my  word  has  been  upon  this  fig-tree  ;  provided  ye  have 
but  an  entire,  humble,  an  uitfliaken  trull  in  the  divine 
power  and  promiles,  and  have  no  unbelieving  doubts 
about  the  performance  of  it. 

24  Whatsoever  therefore  ye  would  afk  of  God  at  any¬ 
time  in- prayer,  which  is  fit  for  him  to  do,  and  ye  have 
auv  warrant  from  his  word  to  expeQ,  I  fay  unto  you. 
Believe  only,  without  doubting,  that  in  his  infinite  wif- 
dom,  power,  faithfulnels  and  goodnefs,  he  will  fulfil 
your  petitions,  and  it  certainly  lhall  be  fo. 

25  And  as  your  own  acceptance  with  God  i*  itfctf- 
fary  to  your  requefts  being  heard  and  anfwcred,  1  fur¬ 
ther  add,  'Whenever  ye  appear  before  him  in  prayer,  fee 
that  ye  be  ready  to  forgive  thofe  who  have  ufl'cmled  you, 
as  ever  ye  would  hope  for  remiffion  of  fins  from  your 
heavenly  Father,  who  will  fhew  this  mercy  to  fuch  as 
arc  of  a  forgiving  fpirit  toward  their  fellow -creatures. 
(Matt.  vi.  14,) 

2 6  But  if  ye  cannot  find  in  voilr  hearts  to  pnfs  bv  the 

■  offers 


do  not  forfcWr, 
neither  will  your 
Father  which  i£ 
in  heaven  forgive 
your  trd'pafTcii 


17  And  they 
come  again  to  Jo 
n  1  fa  Lem  i  and  as 
he  *a*  walking  an 
the  temple,  there 
enme  to  him  the 
chief  priefts,  and 
the  ferihes*  and 
the  elders, 

18  Andfay  un¬ 
to  him,  By  what 
Authority  doeft 
thou  thefe  thin  gi? 

and  who  pw 
thee  this  authori¬ 
ty  to  do  theie 
things  ? 

ip  And  Jefar 
aiWWered  and  CM 

unto  them,  1  wiU 
aifr  dk  of  you 

one  ciucftiozu  and 
anfwer  me,  and  1 
will  tell  you  by 
what  authority  [ 
do  thde  things* 

30  The  bap- 
tifmof  John,  was 
it  from  heaven,  or 
of  men  ?  atifwLT 

me* 


31  And  thry 
reaibned  with 
thcmftlves,  fay* 
ingulf  we  (lutt&y, 
From  heaven;  he 
will  fay.  Why 
then  did  ye  not 
bdicvg  him? 


31  But  if  we 

fhali  fay,  Of  men  ; 
they  feared  the 
people :  for  all 
men  counted  John 
that  he  was  a  pro¬ 
phet  indeed. 
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offences  of  others  agaitift  you,  ye  may  depend  upon  it) 
that,  under  the  predominancy  of  fuch  an  undatable  and 
provoking  temper  of  mind,  fo  unlike  to  God,  and  fo 
contrary  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  companion,  he 
will  not  forgive  your  iniquities,  or  hear  your  prayers 
for  any  thing  that  ye  alk  of  him. 

27  Then  our  Lord  and  his  apoftles,  going  forward, 
entered  again  into  Jerufalem :  And  whilft  he  was  walking 
in  the  temple,  feveral  of  the  chief  prieib,  doctors  of  the 
law,  and  elders  of  the  people,  came  about  him*  being 
vexed  and  filled  with  envy  at  bis  late  public  entry  into 
the  city,  and  at  what  he  had  done  and  faid  for  rectifying 
the  abufes  of  the  fan&uary ; 

28  And  hoping  one  way  or  other  to  get  an  advantage 
againft  him,  they  took  upon  them  to  call  him  to  an  ac¬ 
count)  and  to  afle  him  by  what  authority  he  pretended 
to  talk  and  ad  at  fuch  a  fupertor  rate  as  he  had  done,  c- 
fpecially  for  two  or  three  days  hit  pad* 

29  Jefus,  knowing  the  evil  defign  of  their  hearts  in 
this  demand,  replied,  I  have  like  wife  a  queftion  of 
great  importance  to  put  to  you,  the  rcfolving  of  which 
will  naturally  make  way  for  an  anfwer  to  your  own ; 
and  if  ye  will  hut  be  fo  nee  as  to  give  me  your  thoughts 
upon  my  query,  then  1  will  dire&ly  and  plainly  anfwer 
yours,  that  ye  may  know  by  what  com  million  1  do  thefe 
things. 

30  The  queftion  I  would  propole  is  this:  When 
John  the  Baptifi  appeared  to  preach  the  do&rine  of  re¬ 
pentance  for  the  remillion  of  fins  becanfe  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  was  at  hand,  and  to  make  profely  tea  by  baptifm ; 
did  he  do  all  this  by  commiflion  from  God,  or  by  the 
authority  of  men  ?  Pray  let  me  hear  your  fenfe  of  this 
matter. 

31  Hereupon  they  found  themfclves  cramped,  and 
were  utterly  at  a  lots  what  anfwer  to  make;  for  fuch 
fort  of  reafonings  as  thefe  arofe  in  their  minds,  and 
ran  through  their  private  debates  between  themfelves, 
(»f*(  «w»f ) :  If  we  (Would  own  that  John  did  thefe  things 
by  divioe  commiflion,  Jefus  will  reply  upon  us,  Why 
then  did  ye  not  believe  the  teftiraony  which  he  therein 
gave  to  me  ?  and  we  (hall  be  fclf-condemned,  and  ex¬ 
posed  to  contempt  and  reproach  before  all  the  multitude. 

32  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  fhould  fay,  that  all 
Join's  preaching  and  baptizing  were  human  invention;, 
without  any  authority  from  God  5  we  have  reafon  to 
fear  that  the  common  people  will  be  fo  enraged,  as  even 
to  (tone  us,  or  tear  us  to  pieces :  Tor  they  are  all  firm 
ia  the  belief  that  John  was  really  a  prophet  Cent  of  God, 

and 


Cb.  xi. 


3  ;  And  they  ml* 

furred  and  laid 
unto  Jefus,  Wc 
cannot  tclL  And 
Jcfcs  onTwvrin^, 
filth  unto  them. 
Neither  do  1  tell 
you  by  wh ai  »u- 
thorny  X  do  theft 
thing*. 
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and  have  a  high  a  veneration  for  his  memory. 

33  And  fo>  being  apprehenfive  of  dangerous  coufe* 
quences  to  themfelves,  whichever  way  they  (houtd  an- 
fwer;  they,  contrary  to  their  own  confcicnces,  faid  to 
Chrift*  We  cannot  pretend  to  determine  whether  John 
had  a  commifTion  from  God  or  not ;  Upon  which  our 
Lord  replied,  1  then  do  not  think  myfelf  obliged  to  tell 
you  by  what  commiffioo  I  do  and  fay  the  things  that  ye 
obje£t  againft,  fince  ye  refufe  to  give  your  thoughts 
upon  Co  plain  a  queiiion,  which,  fairly  anfwered,  would 
have  gone  a  good  way  to  refolve  your  own  to  me. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  flgnat  tdbmonies  did  Jefus  give  of  his  divine  fovereignty  and  dominion, 
cron  ifcie  nee  and  omnipotence,  as  lord  and  governor  of  the  ipiriis  of  men,  and 
of  all  civil  and  religions  concerns,  even  in  his  ftate  of  humiliation  1  How  fu  halite 
was  his  meek  and  rawly  triumph,  to  proclaim  the  humble  and  the  glorious  Savi¬ 
our  ;  and  to  fliew  that  he  has  indeed  a  kingdom,  but  that  it  is  not  of  this  world! 
How  high  are  the  honours  due  to  him,  and  with  wbat  plcafure  fhould  we  pay 
them !  Every  one’s  property  fhould  be  readily  rcfigned  at  his  demand,  and  all  his 
orders  obeyed  without  diluting  or  delay.  And  divine  inftitutions,  with  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  facred  ordinances,  mull  be  maintained  inviolably,  whatever  pretences 
there  may  be  to  break  in  upon  them ;  it  being  the  great  defign  of  Chrift  and  of 
his  gofpd,  to  reform  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  the  minds  and  manners  of  meur 
And  oh  with  what  majefty,  authority,  and  power,  does  he  aft,  When  he  takes 
this  work  in  hand !  what  great  things  will  he  do  for  them,  and  by  them,  who 
alk  in  faith,  and  are  moulded  by  his  grace  into  an  imitation  of  God’s  compaffion 
and  forgivenefi  in  their  own  tempers  and  behaviour!  and  how  many  a  prayer  ia 
loft  fur  want  of  faith,  and  a  charitable  frame  of  fplrit  toward  others  !  But  alas  for 
fruitteft  pro&fiors,  under  the  means  of  falvatton !  They  are  in  the  neareft  danger 
of  falling  under  a  curie,  and  of  being  utterly  blafted  to  their  endlefs  perdition. 
The  more  our  blcffed  bond  difplays  bis  glory,  his  hotrods,  and  power,  in  his  word 
and  works ;  the  more  hypocrites  and  ungodly  tinners  fet  thmfeivcs  again  ft  him: 
And  oh  what  fad  fliifts  arc  they  often  put  to!  How  free  do  they  make  with  eon* 
fcience,  and  with  truth  itftlf,  in  their  oppofition  to  him  and  bis  kingdom  in  the 
world!  But  as  no  arts,  evaftons,  or  evil  defigns,  can  be  concealed  frotn  hm\  fo 
none  of  them  tiiall  prevail  againlt  him,  who  will  prove  too  hard  for  all  his  ene¬ 
mies,  whenever  he  contends  with  them. 


« 


CHAP.  XII. 

Cbri/l  fortels  the  rejection  of  the  Jews,  and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles, 
in  the  parable  of  the  vineyard  let  cut  to  unfaithful  bujbandmett ,  I, — 
1  a.  Anjwers  the  Pharifees  and  Herodians  about  paying  tribute  to 
Csdar,  13,-17.1  and  the  Sadducees  about  the  refurreition,  18,— 
i’j.i  and  the  {bribes  about  the  chief  command  <f  the  law,  28, — 34. 
Confounds  all  the  feribes  with  a  quefiion  about  hit  being  David'/  Son 
and  Lord,  35, — 37.  Warns  bis  difcipUs  egainjl  pride  and  bypocrify, 
38,-40.  And  commends  the  poor  widow  for  her  two  mites ,  41, — 44. 


A. 


Tk*t. 

ND  he  be¬ 
gan  lofpeak 

mno 


Paraphrase. 

AFtf.R  the  foregoing  debate  in  the  temple,  our  I.ord 
proceeded  to  diicourfe  toihe  debtors,  pmfN, 

”  11  'I 


unto  them  by  [M* 
Cibtcs.  A 

ulw*  a 

viiiry4i>  and  ftt 
an  h edge  about 
ti„  An J  a 

^w/i^  the  wtne- 
fut,  ^:d  hunt  a 
t(»*t[,  jnd  let  it 
cat  10  htifb*nd- 
meu,  and  wtnt 
into  a  f at  coun¬ 
ty 


a  And  at  the 
leaion  hr  rent  to 
liic  hmkuxlmeli 
a  Urvim*  that  he 
mi^hr  receive 
*  ro  m  i  he  huflxi  n  J- 
men  of  (hr  fruit 
of  the  vineyard* 

5  Ami  they 
caught  b:my  zv,d 
Ix-'.rhuD'iiu  client 
him  a*ay  empty. 


Tbt  EvangeTift  Marx  paraphrqfed *  Cfn  xii* 

and  elders,  by  feveral  companions,  to  intimate  that 
they,  and  all  of  tfut  nation  who  continued  to  act  under 
their  influence  and  fide  with  them,  fhould  be  rejected  of 
God,  and  deprived  of  his  gofpel  and  of  all  irs  b)  effing*, 
for  their  impenitence  and  unbelief ;  and  that  the  Gtn* 
tiles  fhould  be  favoured  with  them,  and  taken  into  co¬ 
venant  in  their  Head.  u  A  certaing  great  man,  (fold 
he,)  fet  apart  a  piece  of  ground  for  a  vineyard  ;  and,  ha* 
ving  planted  it,  did  every  thing  needful  for  ha  fecurity 
and  improvement :  And  then  committing  it  to  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fervants,  whom  he  ordered  to  cultivate  it 
and  make  the  belt  of  its  fruits,  be  took  a  long  journey 
into  a  dift ant  country/* — So  God,  many  ages  ago,  form¬ 
ed  th tJeTuifh  nation  into  a  church  ;  gave  them  hi*  Jaw, 
his  ordinances,  and  hispromifes,  for  his  glory  and  their 
advantage  ;  and  fet  the  priefts  and  rulers  of  the  people 
toinflrufl  and  govern  them,  that  they  might  bring  forth 
fruits  of  jighteoufnefc,  from  time  to  time,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  great  privileges  he  had  bellowed  upon  them; 
And  then  he  withdrew  the  vifible  tokens  of  his  prefence, 
till  he  Ihuuld  vifit  them  again  in  the  laft  days* 

a,  3*  u  And  at  the  time  when  vines  ufato  begin  to 
bear  and  grapes  to  be  ripef,  the  matter  of  the  vineyard 
fent  a  fervane  to  receive  the  profits  from  thofe  to  whom 
he  had  let  it  out:  But,  inftead  of  anfwering  his  juft 
demands,  they  fell  upon  his  fervant,  beat  him,  and  fent 
him  back  without  one  farthing  of  rent  or  profits."— 
So  when  Pod  had  continued  his  laws  and  ordinances  in 
Ifratly  till  it  might  be  expefted  that  they  fhould  bring 
forth  fruits  of  bolinefs  and  obedience,  they,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  were  a  flifF- necked  and  rebellious  people ;  am! 
their  priefts  and  great  men  themfrjvcs  neglc&ed  their 
care  of  them,  and  even  abufed  and  rejected  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  prophets  which  God  railed  up  and  fent  to  re¬ 
claim  them. 


4  Ami  again  he 

{cue  unto  thtm  a- 
n  other  fet-vant ; 
mid  at  him  they 
<^i\  fifties:,  and 
wounded  Mm  hi 
rhchcadtirtdicnt 
away  Jha*nc- 
fuJlu  bm!Jd. 

5  And  again, 
he  iln;  another ; 

and 


4>  5,  *l  Afterwards  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  fent 

another  fervant;  and  him  the  vine ♦  drdfcrs  ftoned, 
and  miferabty  wounded,  and  fent  back  with  ignomi¬ 
ny  and  contempt:  Then  he  fent  another;  whom  they 
put  to  death:  And,  time  after  time,  he  difpatched 
more  on  the  fame  errand;  fome  of  which  they  fliatne- 
fuiiy  abufed,  and  others  outrageoully  killed.”** -So  God, 
from  age  to  age,  raifed  up  a  fucceflion  of  prophets, 
whom  he  fent  to  the  Jew  ft  and  to  their  tetfcbcra,  to 
warn  and  reclaim  them:  Hut  they  hardened  their  hearts 

againit 

>r  o  T  it. 


j  tit  frjjLnj  may  relatt  either  <0  tk  tii»  when  young  vines  CrP.  begin  pr<w 

fruitful,  wtaihe  tiinr  ->f  vintage  iipe  k'jpis  wwgfliliiKd  *nd  p  ruled;  and  iliac- 

it;t  UiC  tskti  iu  Lo;h. 


Ch.  xii. 

and  hrtiti  they  kUl- 
fj,  and  many  o- 
t tiers  ;  beating 
liimc,  nod  killing 
Lmi:< 

a  Haring  yet 
therefore  ontJbn, 

laic  wdl4icliimd, 
he  lent  him  aJfo 
I  aft  unto  them, 
frying.  They  *HL 
reverence  myibo. 


y  Bat  thoft 

huftaadmen  bid 
iiouiij'lt  them  - 
fcIvtf'Thi*  Uthe 
b«r;  come,  kt 
kill  him,  and 
the  inheritance 

fhall  be  oun* 

8  And  they 
took  him,  and 
killed  fciw,  and 

caff  towoumf  the 
vineyard. 


>  What  Ibafl 
therefore  the  tprd 
uf  the  vineyard 
do  ?  he  wUlcome 
and  de&Toy  the 
li  u(ba  rubric  n»iad 
vitigfvc  the  vine- 
y  ard  unto  otbere. 


i*  And  have  ye 

not 


The  Evangefifi  Mark  faraphrafcd*  3 !  9 

againfl  his  fear*  and  were  provoked  at  his  meflengcis, 
whom  they  perfecuted ;  crudly  opprufling,  reviling*  ami 

foourging  fome*  and*  in  various  way,  murdering  others 
of  them. 

6  When  all  thefe  methods  failed*  the  Lord  of  the 
vineyard  fent  his  only  and  beloved  Son  and  heir*  as  the 
laft  expedient  for  getting  the  fruit  that  was  his  due ; 
fuppofing*  that  the  dignity  of  bis  Son's  chara&cr,  and 
the  intereft  he  had  in  the  vineyard*  might  have  fuch  an 
awe  upon  the  hufbaadmen*  as  to  reftrain  them  from  af¬ 
fronting  him  .M- --So*  after  all  other  means  bad  proved 
ineffectual*  God  was  gradoufly  pleafed  to  make  one 
further  trial  of  the  Jevjijh  church*  and  of  their  teachers 
and  rulers,  by  lending  to  them  his  only- begotten  clear 
Son*  who  was  heir  of  all  things*  and  had  a  peculiar 
claim  to  that  people  a$  vifibty  in  covenant  with  him*  to 
make  the  lalt  overtures  of  mercy  and  peace  to  them*  and 
to  bring  them  hack  again  to  God  %  and  whatfoever  they 
had  done  before  to  his  fervauts*  it  was  reafonable  to 
think  that  they  would  not  dare  to  offer  any  indignity  to 
his  own  Son. 

7*  8.  “Butasfoon  as  their  Matter's  Son  appeared* 
they  contrived  to  deftroy  him*  faying*  Here  comes  the 
heir*  who*  if  he  lives*  will  tum  as  all  out*  let  us  but 
make  away  with  him*  and  we  fhall  keep  pofleffioii  from 
this  time  forward  without  comroul :  And  therefore  they 
feized  and  flew  him*  and  threw  him  out  of  the  vine- 
*yard*”*”So  upon  the  Son  of  God's  appearing*  with  ma- 
nifelt  credentials*  among  the  fuch  is  the  obfti- 

nacy*  perverfenefs*  and  ambition  of  the  chief  prirfts* 
feribest  and  elders*  that  they  reject  and  defpife  him*  and 
are  prejudiced  againft  him  as  one  that  is  come  to  take 
away  their  authority:  And  therefore  they  coufuk  hour 
they  may  get  rid  of  him,  to.fecure  to  themfdves  their 
fecular  interefts*  honour*  and  influence;  and  will  not 
reft  till  they  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquity 
in  procuring  his  death* 

9  What  then*  fays  Chrift*  is  to  be  expefted  from  the 
lord  of  the  vineyard?  He  will  certainly  come  and  re¬ 
venge  all  thefe  abufes  and  affronts*  and  miferably  de* 
ftroy  thole  perfidious*  ungrateful*  and  provoking  wretch¬ 
es,  to  whom  he  let  it  out;  and  will  put  it  into  other 
hands*  whofbail  make  better  improvements,  and  return 
its  fruits  in  due  feafon*  as  ye  yourfelyrs  cannot  hut  own 
it  is  fit  and  right  that  he  fliouIcL  (Seethe  paraphralc  on 
Mat*  xxh  41*) 

10*  11.  Then  JcfuB*  ro  bring  the  matter  home  to  the 
chief  priefU  and  rulers*  fa  id*  Have  ye  never  taken  no* 


320 

not  rcvIihisfcTip- 
tiirc?  The  ttone 
vhkh  1  he  builds 
«rs  rt  jcflol  U  be¬ 
come  the  bead  of 
the  conitv* 
ii  This  was 

theLord'.1  diring, 

and  it  is  marvel- 
tau  ia  our  eves. 


it  And  they 
fought  to  lay  hold 
on  him,  but  fear* 
edthe  puiple;  for 
they  knew  that  he 
had  fpuken  the 
panMe  ajjaiiift 
them  :  and  they 

left  Mrn^nd  went 

their  41^. 


it  And  th«r 

_  \  m 

lend  uulo  him 

ccitamofthe  ?ha- 

rifres,  and  of  the 
Hnidians  ,  tn 
c-afrh  hitn  In  ftj 
Woldl. 


14  And  u-htn 
they  were  come* 
il  eyfayctntoMm^ 
Mailer^  wc  know 
that  thou  art 
true,  and  carcft 
for  no  man;  for 
.  tli  ou  reg  arddt  not 
the  perfon  of 
menf  bnt  fcariicft 
the  way  of  Cod 
inn  uth ;  IsitUw- 
ful  to  give  tribute 
to  Cefar,  ox  not  i 


XU, 
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rice  of  that  prophecy  of  the  Mefliah,  which  refers  to  this 
very  cafe?  faying,  (P/al.  cxviii.  22,  23.)  The  jlcne, 

Vi  bit  I)  the  builders  refuftdy  is  became  the  head Ji'meaf  the 
corner *  This  is  the  Lord's  dolngy  audit  is  marvellous  in  our 
eyes,  i.  e*  He,  whom  the  chief  priefts,  fcribesy  and 
rulers  of  the  Jews  rejected,  defpifed,  and  put  to  death, 
is  made  the  foundation,  (Irength,  and  glory  of  the 
church;  and  unites  the  Gentiles  to  it,  as  the  chief  cor¬ 
ner-done  fupports  and  beautifies  an  houfe,  and  knits 
and  holds  its  two  tides  together.  This  is  fo  apparently 
the  work  of  God,  in  bringing  good  out  of  evil,  by  the 
powerful  influence  of  liis  Spirit  and  of  hts  over-ruling 
providence,  in  a  way  both  of  mercy  and  of  judgment, 
lor  his  own  glory,  the  definition  of  his  obdinate  ene¬ 
mies,  and  the  falvarion  of  true  believers,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  great  and  awful  admiration,  and  will  be  ado¬ 
red  with  wonder  hy  all  that  duly  obferve  it.” 

12  Then  the  chief  priefts  and  Jewijh  teachers,  being 
allured  that  this  cutting  parable  was  dirc£t!y  pointed 
at  them,  were  exceedingly  enraged,  and  rcfolved  to  be 
revenged  upon  him  as  foon  as  ever  they  could  :  But,  as 
they  knew  the  common  people,  in  general,  had  a  great 
efteem  and  veneration  for  him,  they  were  afraid  to  run 
the  rifle  of  provoking  them  by  immediately  and  openly 
hying  violent  hands  upon  him;  and  fo  they  turned  away, 
and  went  to  confult  fome  fafer  method  of  getting  him 
into  their  power* 

13  And  as  the  Pharifees  contended  that  the  Jems 
ought  not  to  be  fubjc£t  to  any  foreign  power;  and  the 
Hcrodiansy  on  the  other  hand,  (food  up  for  the  civil 
authority  of  the  Romans ;  they  prevailed  upon  fome  of 
both  ihefe  oppofite  feds  to  go  together,  and  propofe 
fuchenfnaring  queflions  to  Jeftxs,  as  might  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  making  ufc  of  his  anfwcrs,  either  to 
inccnfe  the  populace  or  the  government  againfl  him* 

14  Accordingly,  when  thefe  perfidious  men  came  to 
him,  they  hid,  with  an  air  of  friend  flap  and  deference 
to  his  judgment  and  authority,  Mafler,  we  are  well  af- 
fured  that  you,  having  a  divine  commiffion,  are  faithful 
and  impartial  in  fpeaking  your  mind,  whatevever  any 
man  Jiving  may  think  of  it  5  and  that  yon  freely  declare 
the  truth,  juft  as  God  has  autborifed  you  to  deliver  it, 
without  the  lead  regard  to  parties,  or  being  influenced 
by  hopes  or  fears  from  them :  We  therefore  beg  that  you 
would  pleafe  to  decide  a  point  in  difpute  between  oar 
two  feds;  which  is.  Whether  the  Jews,  who  are  God’s 
peculiar  covcnnnt-peopi  e,  ought  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
Roman  emperor,  be  being  a  heathen,  or  not  ? 

15  When 


Ch>  xii. 

If  Shall  wc 
give,  or  rhall  we 
not  give :  Hut  he 
knowing  their 
hypocrify  ,  fjid 
unto  them.  Why 
tempt  ye  me  l 
fcriog  meipicnny 
that  !  may  fee 
i  ft  Apet  they 
brought^; and  he 
fiith  unto  them. 
Whole  u  diis  i- 
magc  aitd  fuper- 
fr  riptfcm i  And 

they  Aid  udu> 
him,  CeAr’f. 

i;  And  Jefus 
an  furring  Aid 
unto  tbero.  Ren¬ 
der  to  CeAr  the 
things  that  are 
Cefrr’s,  and  to 
God  the  things 
that  Are  God's* 
And  they  mar* 
relied  at  him. 

10  Then  come 
unto  him  the 
Sadductei,  which 

Ay  them  u  no  re- 
function  ;  and 
ilwy  aJked  him, 
iiyiBft 

ip  Miller,  Mo¬ 
les  wrote  unto  us, 
If  a  man's  bro¬ 
ther  die,  arul  leave 
his  wife  behind 
him,  and  leave  no 
children,  that  his 
brother  Ihouid 
take  his  »ife,  and 
raiie  up  feed  unto 
his  brother* 
so  Now  there 
were  feven  bre¬ 
thren;  and  the 
firft  took  a  wife, 
amljdying  left  no 

feud¬ 
al  Andthefe- 
cond  took  her, 
and  died,  neither 
left  he  any  Iced  : 
and  the  third  like- 
wife,  . 

as  And  the  fe- 

ven  hid  her,  and 

left  no  feed :  till 
of  all  tlic  wuflun 
dicdallb. 

In  the  re- 
fiTmittion  there* 
fore,  Uflicn  tUcy 

iiwii 


The  BoangeRJi  Mark  parapbrafedi  as  t 

1 5  Whac  is  fit  and  right  for  us  to  do  in  this  cafe  ?  Is 
it  belt  ro  comply  with  his  demand  of  tribute!  or  to  re- 
fufe  it  ?  But  as  all  their  fecret  intrigues  were  fully  known 
to  him!  an(l  he  faw  thro*  their  malicious  defighs,  he 
replied!  Ye  hypocritical  fawners!  why  do  ye  pretend, 
under  a  Ihcw  of  frietidfhip,  to  propofc  fuch  an  enfnaring 
queftion  to  me  ?  Let  me  fee  one  of  the  Roman  pence 
which  is  demanded  of  you  for  tribute. 

16  And*  they  bringing  a  piece  of  this  coin  to  him* 
he  alkcd!  Whole  head  and  infeription  is  this  which  I 
fee  upon  it?  They  replied.  It  ia  the  Raman  emperorY 

17  Then!  faid  he,  behave  as  good  fubjects  of  civil 
government,  by  paying  to  that  monarch  whatfoever  is 
due  to  him  for  your  privileges  and  protection  under  him, 
the  currency  of  wbofe  coin  among  you  is  an  evidence 
of  your  fubjeftion  to  him  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be¬ 
have  with  all  fidelity  to  God  in  religious  concerns,  by 
paying  univerfal  obedience  to  his  commands!  who  ia 
the  only  fovereign  Lord  of  confcience ;  And  they,  find¬ 
ing  that  his  anfwer  was  fo  wifely  and  juftly  framed  as 
utterly^to  defeat  all  their  hopes  of  ftirring  up  either  the 
people  or  the  Roman  government  againft  him,  went  a* 
way  confounded,  and  full  of  amazement  at  his  match- 
lefs  prudence  and  fore  fight. 

18  When  thefe  were  thus  baffled  in  their  attempt* 
feme  of  the  feft  of  the  Sadduceesy  who  denied  the  re* 
furre£tion,  and  even  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  came 
to  try  whether  they  could  not  puzzle  him!  and  thereby 
expofe  him  to  contempt ;  and  therefore  they  put  a  que- 

ft  ion  to  him,  faying, 

19  Matter,  we  beg  your  opinion  upon  the  following 

difficulty:  Mafij  ordered  in  the  law,  «v.  5*) 

that  if  a  man  die  and  leave  his  widow  without  any  chil¬ 
dren  by  him,  the  eldeft  furviving  brother  fhall  marry 
her,  to  keep  up  his  family  and  Ins  name  in  IJraeL 

20  Now  there  has  been  a  very  uncommon  inft&nce  of 
this  fort  amongft  us,  relating  to  feVen  brethren  :  The 
deleft  of  thefe  married;  and,  when  he  died,  left  his 
wife  without  any  child. 

21,  22*  Hereupon  the  next  brother,  according  to 
Mofif*  injunction,  took  her  for  his  wife  ,  and  he  dying 
chddlcfe,  the  third  married  the  fame  woman  ;  and  fo  on* 
till  ftie  came  to  be  married,  in  fucceftion,  to  every  one 
of  the. feven  brothers,  without  having  a  child  by  cither 
them:  And,  at1aft,the  woman  herfeif  died  without  iffbt, 

23  The  queftion  therefore  upon  the  cafe,  is  this: 
Suppofing  the  do£hine  of  the  refmr  and  of  a  fu¬ 

ture  flats  after  this  prefenrlife,  were  true  j  which  rf 

Vol.  L  J  X  th  - hr 


fcall  rifp,  vtiofe 
wife  (lijji  (he  be 
of  (Jhjiu  ^  for  (he 
fevcii  ]uJ  her  lo 
wife. 

Ami  jriu 
aufwcritjg  jlrtl 

tmtnlk'm,  Du  ye 
not  therefore  trry 

bc^wTe  YU  kt)OH' 
■ 

not  dicftripturci, 
neither  the  podcr 
•f  God* 


3  j  F^r  when 
flicy  ibil  rite 
from  the  (lew!, 
fliey  neither  mar¬ 
ry,  nnrarr  jpven 

fn  wurri.ij:*  ;bot 
vc  as  the  angtb 
^  art  in  hca- 


ttf  And  as  fati- 
«hing  the  dead, 
that  they  rife  ; 
bare  ye  not  reaii 
in  the  hookr  of 
Moles,  how  in 
the  befh  God 
tjuke  unto  liufin, 
hpp,  t  ate  the 
Godot'  Abraham* 
and  the  God  of 
Jlhae  ,  <i\\d  the 

tt»xl  of  JuCitlr} 

17  He  is  n»t 
ibe  Ond  of  the 
dead,  hit  the  tJ<n! 
Of  the  living  ; 

ye  therefore  do 
greatly  err* 


And  one  of 
■he 


r  m 
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thtfe  brethren  (hall  be  her  hufband  in  that  other  world* 
fince  {he  was  equally  married  to  every  one*  and  had  no 
child  by  either  of  them*  in  this  life? 

24  In  anfwer  hereunto*  Jefus  faid*  This  is  a  very  poor 
objeftion  to  that  doctrine:  It  proceeds  upon  a  grofs 
mi  flake*  arid  betrays  the  molt  ftupid  ignorance  of  the 
fpiritual  nature  of  that  future  world  of  happinefs  which 
the  feriprure  maintains*  and  of  tbe  Hvr  which  ye  refer 
to  as  if  it  affefted  that  date;  yea*  and  of  the  divine 
power  ftfelf*  as  if  the  great  God*  who  created  all  things 
out  of  nothing*  could  not  raife  the  dead  bodies  of  men 
and  women  to  life*  and  make  them  happy*  without comt^ 
numgllic  particular  relations  which  they  contracted  here. 

25  For  as  to  the  kind  of  life  to  which  the  dead  ihall 
be  ratfed  in  another  world*  it  is  very  different  from  that 
which  they  lead  m  this  :  How  neccmry  foever  marriage 
is  to  keep  up  a  fticoeffion  of  men  and  women*  ami  to 
relieve  one  another's  burdens  in  a  world  which  lies  under 
a  law  of  mortality  and  miferies  ;  yet*  at  the  re  fur  rt  cl  ion 
of  the  juft*  there  will  be  no  occafion  for  hu  {bands  and 
wives*  to  propagate  children*  or  to  be  comforts  to  one 
another  under'  various  exereifes  ;  for  there  will  be  no 
deathsor  furrows  to  puhe  deflation*  orcaufc  grief;  bur 
the  inhabitants  afthatbkfled  world  will  be  as  immortal* 
perle&ly  fatisfied  and  glorious*  as  the  holy  angels  them* 
{tires. 

26  And  as  to  the  pctirrection  of  the  dead*  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  (late  of  happinefs  hereafter;  even  the 
law  of  Mcfet  itfidf*  which  ye  Sndducees  own  to  be  of 
divine  authority*  fufficicntly  allures  you  of  it  t  (See  the 
note  on  Mat*  xxiu  31.)  Have  yc  never  read  in  thofefa- 
cred  writings*  how  God*  appearing  to  Mofis  in  the  fiery 
buffi*  ftyled  hhnfelf  the  God  of  Abraham\  ffaacy  and 
Jacob *  fevcml  ages  after  they  were  dead  and  gone  l 
{Ex$d*  iiL  6.) 

27  Now  fince  the  character  of  his  being  the  God  of 
any  perfons*  manifcftly  irfti mates  a  relation  to  them* 
not  under  tbe  notion  of  rheir  being  deadr  but  living ; 
and  fince  he  cannot  properly  be  (aid  to  be  at  prefent 
their  God  at  all*  if  they  are  utterly  dead  ;  nor  to  be  the 
God  of  human  persons*  fucb  as  Ahraham%  Ifaac,  ami 
Jacob,  con Gftmg  of  fouls  and  bodies*  if  their  bodies 
were  to  abide  in  everhtfllng  dearh-;  there-  mu/t  needs  be 
n  future  finte  of  bleffednds,  and  a  refiwreftion  of  the 
tody  to  lharc  witli  the  foul  in  it :  And  therefore  your 
oppofirioji  to  this  doctrine  is  an  exceeding  great  error. 
(See  the  note  on  Mat*  xxii.  32.) 

28  One  of  the  Jrwijb  dodors*  who  was  of  the  feci 
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tbr  feribet  citnc, 

£ud  hiving  btasd 
liicm  rejfboiag 
together,  «ad  pri- 

criving  that'  he 

hid  onfwrttd 
them  ««D]  aJLcd 
him.  Which  is 
the  firit  com  * 
nuDdmcnc  of  all? 

%9  And  JrfUi 
infvcml  him  t 

The  hid1  of  ill 
the  command  - 
meats  isy  Hrar,  O 
J  ir.u.1,  The  Lord 
oar  God  if  one 
Lord  \ 

30  And  then 
(hilt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God 
with  ill  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy 
loui,  mud  whh  a  Li 
thy  mind  t  and 
with  alt  thy 
ltrength;  this  is 
the  £r(l  com  - 
m  and  mem, 

31  Andthefe- 
eoodjf|jtaT*0<*K* 
h  this ,  Thou 
Jbalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thy- 
kif,  There  i>  none 
other  command* 
mult  greater  than 
thet'c* 

31  And  the 
jerihe  Lid  unto 
him,  WcllMatltr, 

tboa  htH  fail  the 
tnitb :  fur  there 
is  one  God  ; 

and  there  h  none 

other  bur  he. 

33  And  to  love 
him  with  all  the 
heartland  with  a  11 

the  under  Hand  * 
log*  and  with  all 
the  foul*  and  with 
all  the  ftrfcogth  , 
aod  to  love  iii 
irigbbonris  him- 
Telf,  is  more  than 
alt  t'hdle  burnt- 
i/tTiogs  and  fa* 
rrifict*. 

34  And  when 
Jeiiu  law  that  lie 

an  fwCneil  di  ferwrt- 

ly,  he  faid  unto 
hitf,  Thovt  art 

Mr 
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of  the  Pbari/eei)  (Mat.  xxti.  35.}  dire£l!y  oppolite  to 
that  of  the  Saddact€Sf  having  heard  the  difpute  between 
Chrifl  and  them,  and  judging  rharhe  had  thoroughly 
confuted  them  out  of  the  writings  of  Mo/cs^  had  a  mind 
in  his  turn  to  try  whether  he  could  not  put  a  more 
difficult  queftion  than  theirs;  and  therefore  faid  to  our 
Lord,  Matter,  ft  nee  you  have  fpoke  fo  honourably  of  the 
law,  I  would  afkyou,  Which  of  all  its  commandments 
is  the  principal,  and  molt  neceflary  to  be  obferved  ? 

29*  3°*  J<fus  anfwered,  The  chief  commandment  in 
the  law,  relating  to  Godt  is  that  which  requires  Ifrael  to 
believe  and  own  their  God  to  be  the  one  only  living  and 
true  God ;  and  to  love,  worship,  and  ferve  him,  with 
the  united  powers  of  the  foul,  with  the  under  Handing* 
will  and  affections;  and  that  fuprcinely,  above  all  things 
elfe  :  This  is  fo  important  and  effential  a  command,  and 
of  fuch  perpetual  and  indtfpenfible  obligation,  that,  in  a 
manner,  it  includes  all  the  reft ;  and  without  obferving 
this,  no  true  obedience  can  be  yielded  to  any  of  them* 

31  And  the  other,  of  a  like  comprchennve  nature, 
relating  to  fsllow-ereaturei^  is  that  which  obliges  mert 
to  love  them  in  as  fincere  and  benevolent  a  manner  as 
rhemfclvts,  and  to  treat  them  with  as  much  humanity* 
juftice  and  mercy,  as  one  would  defire  or  expe &  in  liltf 
drcumftances  for  himfdf.  Tbefe  two  are  the  'principal, 
and  indeed  tht  fummary,  of  all  the  other  command¬ 
ments;  and  there  is  none  among  the  moral,  much  left 
among  the  ceremonial  precepts,  that  exceeds  thefe. 

3 i,  33.  The  JfewiJb  iioStor  being  convinced  by  this 
anfwer  that  he  was  no  match  for  Chrtft,  and  having 
now  a  better  opinion  of  him  than  when  he  pot  this  que¬ 
ftion  tempting  him,  (Mat*  xxii*  35.)  replied,  Mailer, 
It  is  with  admirable  wifdom  and  propriety  that  you  hate 
determined  this  point ;  and  what  you  fay  is  undoubtedly 
right :  For  there  certainly  is  but  one  only  living  and  true 
God ;  and  to  love,  worlhip,  and  ferve  him,  with  all 
the  united  powers  of  the  foul  in  their  utmoft  vigour,  and 
to  maintain  the  fame  equitable  and  charitable  temper 
and  behaviour  towards  all  we  have  to  do  with,  as  we 
in  like  circumftances  would  wifh  for  fronj  them  towards 
ourfdves,  U  a  more  neceflary  and  important  duty,  than 
offering  ever  fo  many  Jacri&ces,  or  complying  with  all 
the  pofitive  inftitutions  of  the  law  of  Mofis * 

34  And  when  Jcfus  obferved  with  what  good  huitiour 
and  judgment  the  [tribe  received  his  anfwer  and  replied 
to  it,  he  exprefled  his  approbation,  faying,  Thefe  fen* 
t intents  and  difpofi  lions  are  near  approaches  to  a  real 
change  of  heart;  they  are  a  good  itep  toward  your  em** 

X  z  bracing 


3*4 

not  far  From  llie 
k  mjflom  ofOfMJ. 
And  no  mar)  af- 
hr  that  ilmrft  afl 
him  aQyqutftiun* 


3J  AfiJ  jdas 
Anfrrcruciand  liict, 
*vhi(e  he  taught  In 
the  temple,  -H<Wf 
fcv  the  ftfibrs 
tlwt  Chrift  i$  the 

fen  of  Lfrvul? 


3<S  For  J)arid 

liimvcll'  find  by 

the  holy  Ghoft, 
The  Lord  fa  id  to 

b 

my  Lard  ,  $h 
1  |w>u  ort  my  rf^ht 
hard  |  till  f  mjke 
thine  cirtfuie*  thy 

37  David  there¬ 
fore  liintfclf  calj- 
*th  him  Lord ; 
udv Itetjee  h  he 
yfrt'e  hta  Con  ? 
And  the  common 
people  heard  him 


j9  A  nd,  he  fai  J 
mio  them  in  Ids 
do£lrin«,  llewre 
of  the  fcrila« , 
which  lore  to  go 
in  long  clothing, 
and  Uve  fatuu- 
tion$  in  the  in  a r- 
ketphen, 

3P  And  the 
thief  ftaU  in  the 
fyoagogre*,  and 
the  upper  m  off 

rooms  at  Jeafts  : 


WHskt  de- 
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bracing  my  gofpel,  ami  bid  fair  for  your  being  made  par¬ 
taker  of  the  bleflings  of  my  kingdom. — Our  Lord  having 
thus  furprilingly  overcome  the  various  fefts  that  offered 
to  entangle  him  with  thdr  queftions,  all  his  eneipics 
Were  fo  confounded,  that  none  of  them  from  that  time 
forward  durft  enter  into  any  further  difputes  with  him. 

35  Then  Jefus  turned  the  tables ;  and,  whilft  he  con¬ 
tinued  preaching  in  the  temple,  where  fomc  of  the 
Pharifees  were  prefent,  propofed  this  quelUon  for  any  of 
them  to  anfwer,  Why  do  you r  doctors,  the  interpreters 
of  the  law,  teach,  that  the  Mcflifth  is  to  be  a  defee n dene 
from  David?  (Sec  the  note  on  Lukexi.  41.)  How  can 
they  reconcile  this  with  another  account,  which  the  fcrip* 
turc  gives  of  him  ? 

36  For  David  himfclf,  fpeating  of  the  Mefliah,  as 
ye  all  own  he  did  under  the  infptrauon  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
{aid,  {Pfah  cx.  1.)  The  Lord  /aid  unto  my  Lord ,  Sit  thou 
at  my  right  hand ,  till  /  make  thine  enemies  thy  footfiocL 
Ye  fee  DaVidt  tho*  ft  king,  here  fpeats  of  the  Meffiah 
in  high  terms  of  irta jefty  and  power,  and  as  fuperior  in 
honour  and  dominion  tu  himfclf. 

37  Since  therefore  David  calls  the  Meffiah  his  Lord, 
How  do  ye  under  (land  that  he  is  defeended  from  him  ? 
Is  one  and  the  fame  perfon  both  fuperior  and  inferior. 
Lord  and  fon,  to  his  own’  royal  father  ?  How  can  ye 
reconcile  thefe  things  ?  The  Pharifies  not  underftanding 
that  Ohrift  was  a  ecunplcx  perfon,  who,  in  his  original 
nature,  wa&  God,  and  fo  fuperior  to  David ;  and,  in 
his  aiTumed  nature,  was  man,  and  fo  inferior  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  according  to  the  flefh;  could  make  no  anfwer; 
And  the  common  people  obferving  how  far  Jefus  fur- 
palled  all  their  teachers,  were  extremely  pleaded,  and 
liitened  to  his  difeomfe  with  great  attention. 

38,  39*  Then  our  Lord,  turning  to  his  difciples  and 
the  reft  of  the  people,  faid,  Take  heed  that  ye  be  not 
impofed  upon,  influenced  and  injured  by,  nor  drawn 
into  an  imitation  of,  the  feribts  and  Pharifeei^  who  are 
exceeding  ambitious,  and  fond  of  walking  abroad  in 
long  robes,  to  diftinguifli  and  gain  reverence  to  them- 
f elves  i  they  ate  like  wife  IhamcfuHy  ddtrous  of  being 
openly  faluted  with  high  tokens  of  rcfpefl,  as  great 
rabbies,  in  the  ftreets  or  markets,  or  any  places  of  com¬ 
mon  refort  *  and  whenever  they  go,  either  to  pobtic 
worfliip,  or  to  any  feafts,  thev  have  a  mighty  aim  at 
getting  into  the  very  bigheft  leats,  and  raking  the  opper 
hand  of  all  the  company,  that  they  may  be  looked  upon 
as  the  mofl  worthy  among  them. 

40  And  their  hypocrify  and  covetoufuefs  are  as  great 

as 
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tour  hol¬ 

ies,  and  farapie* 
tence  make  long 
prayers  :  theie 
thr.U  rtvcicc  great* 
ei  ibmi  nation. 


4<  And  Jefus 
fat  over  orainft 
the  trealury,  and 
hdtcld  how  the 
people  rail  mnruy 
intu  the  trafiuy  ; 
and  many  that 
were  rich  call  in 
mod  i, 

41  And  there 
came  a  certain 
poor  widow,  and 
I  hew  threw  in  two 
mites  1  which 
make  a  farthing, 

4  j  And  he  rail¬ 
ed  unto  him  hts 
d  ifeip  Its  (&n  d  faith 
unto  them.  Veri¬ 
ly  U'syuntoyou, 
That  this  poor 
widow  hath  call 
more  in,  than  ail 
they  which  have 
rjit  into  (hecrca- 
iiity  : 

44  1'or  Eil] 

did  call  in  of  their 
:=bu:iduiiev ;  hut 
Hit  of  her  want 
did  raff  in  ill  that 
the  had,  rtvv  all 
J>rr  living. 
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as  their  ambition  :  For  they  make  high  profetlions  of 
extraordinary  fanttity  and  devotion*  drawing  out  their 
prayers  to  an  uncommon  lengthy  that  they  may  be  the 
lefs  fufpeeted  of  opprrtfirin  or  fraud  in  their  various  me* 
thods  of  enriching  chemfelvcs  at  the  cxpence,  and  even 
to  the  ruin,  of  widows  amt' their  fathcrlcfs  children : 
But  God  will  mflicl  the  heavieft  pumfhment  upon  them, 
in  proponton  to  the  greatnefs  of  their  crimes,  and  of 
the  worldly  advantages  they  umigrueoufly  gained  under 
a  cloak  of  religion* 

41  After  this,  as  Jefus  was  fitting  in  a  court  of  the 
temple  near  the  treafury,  and  was  obferving  what  gifts 
and  offerings  the  people  put  into  the  common  cheft  for 
religious  ufes,  he  faw  that  many  wealthy  peifous  gave  a 

great  deal  of  money  in  a  way  pf  free-wiil  offerings* 

42  And  he  took  particular  notice  of  a  certain  poor 
widow,  who,  amidfl  the  plentiful  contributions  of  others* 
put  in  two  fmall  pieces  of  money,  amounting  ro  the  va¬ 
lue  of  only  one  farthing-  (Se«  tne  note  on  Mat,  x.  29.) 

43  Hereupon  our  Saviour,  calling  his  apofties  to  him, 
fa  id,  Obferve  that  poor  widow;  {he,  h  on  eft- hear  ted 
pioua  creature,  has  come  and  put  her  two  mites  into 
the  treafury:  How  fmaiJ  foever  this  prefentbe  in  itfelfi 
and  how  lightly  foever  others  may  account  of  it,  1  a  flu  red¬ 
ly  ttdl  you,  that  it  is  more  in  proportion  to  her  indigent 
circumftances,  and  difeovers  greater  zeal  and  fmcerity 
of  affeftion,  and  is  of  higher  account  with  God,  than 
all  the  large  fums  of  money  which  the  wealthy  people 
have  offered, 

44  For  what  they  have  given  hears  but  little  propor¬ 

tion  to  their  affluent  circumttanceG,  and  was  what  they 
could  very  well  fpare  and  not  feel  it:  But  this  poor  wi¬ 
dow  has  chcefully  put  in  her  whole  flock  of 

provifion,  and  mart  pinch  for  want  of  it  afterwards; 
and  as  (he  has  neverthclefs  done  this  with  fo  free  and 
willing  a  mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  what  (lie  had, 
and  not  according  to  what  (he  had  not, ' 
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How  fiirprifing  is  the  long-futivrlng  and  patience  of  God  toward  ohltinatc  aM 
rebellious  iimterg,  amidft  all  their  wicked  neft  againf*  him  mid  his  inell engro,  hia 
gufpel  and  hisChrift,  and  that  under  a  profeiVton  of  being  thcinfilvro  lira  people 
and  fervantsl  How  many  affronts  does  he  put  up,  liciWr  he  executes  his  wrath 
upon  them!  And  bow  afte&iug  are  the  riches  of  iius  gi-aec,  in  fending  his  own 
Son  to  feck  and  fave  fuch  as  theft:!  if  they  receive  him  wbh  frith  and  love,  fatal* 
tfon  is  theirs;  but  if  they  reject  him,  they  rnuft  unavoidably  pcrilh.  How  much 
foever  his  enemies  are  at  variance  with  one  another,  they  can  readily  a^rcc  in  a 
a  common  op  po  lit  ton  tg  him  ;  But  how  vain  and  fruitlsts  is  all  their  united  oralV 
ami  malice  to  overthrow  his  gofpel  and  his  kingdom  in  the  world  1  While  lone 
reject  and  defpife  him,  he  will  find  out  others  to  embrace  him,  and  10  h.  fog  forth 
fruit  to  God,  in  force  meat  ure  inferable  to  the  lijjkt  and  advantages  they  rc- 
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ccive  from  Mm*  And  oh  how  happy  is  it  to  be  under  bis  gracious  guidance  anil 
influence!  With  what  evidence  and  juftntfs  of  thought  ha*  he  fcnled  the  true 
bounds  nf  civil  and  religious  liberty,  continued  the  doctrine  of  a  rtfurreiSiicn  tv 
etrnul  life,  and  cleared  up  the  (pintail  nature  and  ptrledUtHi  of  heavenly  b'eUcd- 
lids  3  What  a  judicious  and  compreheo  five  vie w  hw  he  given  us  of  the  moral 
law,  as  an  eternal  rule  of  Hghtcuufnels;  and  of  its  two  grand  principles,  love  to 
Cod  and  one  another,  that  the  duties  of  the  firft  and  fccond  table  may  be  ever 
looked  upon  as  in  fcparablc,  and  may  be  performed  with  plea  fare!  How  plainly 
has  he  intimated,  that  the  wonderful  conftitufion  of  bis  perfon,  God-man,  is  the 
only  way  of  accounting  for  the  different  leprcfentitidns  which  the  fieri  ptu  re  makes 
of  him,  as  the  roof  and  9jJ  spring  of  David*  as  his  Lord  and  ion :  And  how  criti  ■ 
cnlly  does  he  ohilrve,  and  determine  about,  all  our  acts  of  piety  and  charity,  ac- 
ctvrdipg  to  their  principles  and  Wrcum dances,  and  not  according  to  outward  ap¬ 
pearances  J  And  yet  how  many  advocates  are  there  for  the  mt-ft  monftrous  errors, 
in  opposition  to  the  pb  uric  ft  and  mult  important  truths;  and  in  how  many  thirds 
do  wc  all  offend  I^Chrt ft's  doctrines  may  be  heard  with  pkafunr,  without  any  la¬ 
ving  benefit;  but  when  they  are  entertained  with  judgment  and  aftefiion,  tiny 
fet  us  at  the  very  door  of  entrance  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven*  O U  how  ought 
we  to  be  concerned,  left  any  of  us  (houlcl  be  only  aim  oft  Chriftians,  near  to  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  ucver  enter  into  it,  nor  bear  a  part  in  the  refur  reckon  «f 
the  juft!  And  how  dreadful  will  be  the  cafe  of  all  fa  lie  pretendm  to  rclig:c>n  ! 
The  greater  tbetr  hypocriTy  and  iniquities  are,  the  urorc  terrible  will  their  con* 
dem nation  be. 
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Cbrtfl  faretels  the  dejlruftton  of  the  temple ,  together  -with  Jcrufitlem,  as 
a  figure  of  the  final  judgment^  -warning  all  men  to  be  watchful^  kjl 
they  he  furprifea  unawares  to  their  utter  ruin^by  judgments  relating 
to  this  world  and  that  which  is  to  amey  1,-37, 


Tixt, 

ANI>  as  he 
went  oar  of 
the  teropie,ojiei>f 
hii  diiclplri  fcith 
mite  hi tfi.  Matter, 
fee  what  manner 

of  dynes ,  and 
what  buiklinjHare 
kre ! 


1  And  Jrfus 
qufWenn**  idiJ  tin* 
him,  ell  1  bull 

liicfc  great  build¬ 
ings?  there  ftull 

>■4  k  left  one 

Hone  upon  ano¬ 
ther  t  that  (hill 
not  be  thrown 
down. 

3  Andishefit 
Upon  the  mount 
ef  Olives,  oyer  a- 
gahifl  the  temple, 

ffUff  4«d  J<tm« 

and 
■  ■ 


Paraphrase* 

TTT Hem  our  blcfled  Lord  had  ftaid  as  long  as  he  de* 
**  figned  in  the  temple,  and  was  going  out  of  ir, 
the  2 pottles,  and  more  particularly  one  of  them,  defin'd 
him  to  turn  back  and  view  it,  faying.  Matter,  be  plea- 
fed  to  furvey  the  ftatdincfs  and  grandeur  of  this  glorious 
fabrick;  obferve  its  huge  and  beautiful  (tones,  and  the 
finenefs  of  its  architecture  and  decorations.  What  an 

admirable  and  magnificent  building  is  this!  Surely  it 
cannot  calily  be  demolished;  and  if  it  could,  it  is  pity 
Urn  ever  it  fhouid, 

2  Jefus  replied,  Tho*  you  look  upon  this  houfe  with 
admiration,  defire,  and  plea  fu  re,  and  now  fee  it  in  all 
its  ftrength  and  glory;  alas!  I  tell  you,  it  will  not  be 
long  before  it  (hall  be  fo  thoroughly  rated  to  the  very 
ground j  as  to  leave  none  of  its  remains  ;  no,  not  fo 
much  as  to  ihew  that  there  ever  was  fuch  a  noble  edifice 
in  this  place*  (See  the  note  on  Mat*,  xxiv.  2.) 

3  Then  going  on  to  the  mount  of  Olives,  and  fating 
himfelf  down  on  that  fide  of  the  hilj  which  dire£Uy  faced 
the  temple  and  gave  him  a  full  profpcfl  of  it  together 
with  Jerttfalm  tffdf*  feme  of  fu$  apo  files,  Peter  and 

famc:% 


Cli.  xiti. 

tadJoNGamt  Art* 
drew  uked  him 

privitdv', 

4  Tdivis.  when 
(tall  ihcii:  things 

lie  ?  ird  u'L at  OrttH 

■ 

U'  the  ligri  wliro 

all  rlwie  t  hiujji 
IbJi  be  tAftbd ; 


J  And  Tefil* 
snl'ittin#  them, 
bfgmtoijy/rake 
hc^\!  Ml  flyman 
dixvivc  you ; 


fl  Jpiir  many 
fc^!i  Mmi;  in  my 
mmt,  frying,  l 
am  Chr:ji ;  .md 
fiull  i^cdvc  ma~ 
ay. 


y  And  when 

ye  lhaH  he>*r  **f 
w\»rst  \<  ye  n*»t 
troubled  *  for 
y’at'v  t  mult 
nerds  h  ”  bm  the 
eud  fijif  jjoc  & 

ya. 


The  Evangeiijl  Mark  paraphrnfed*  3:7 

James  1  Johi  and  jJhdre&9  by  name,  came  and  privately 
laid  to  him, 

4  Be  plea  fed  to  acquaint  us  with  the  time  when  the 
dreadful  dcfulation  {hall  be  nude  upon  this  lately  build* 
ing>  and  the  other  great  revolutions  (hall  be  brought  no 
paft,  relating  to  the  eltabHihmcnt  of  thy  kingdom  and 
the  end  cf  the  world,  which  we  apprehend  thou  half 
lately  fpoken  of  once  and  again :  And,  by  what  tokens 
may  we  know  the  time  that  lhail  immediately  go  before 
the  accompli fliment  of  f  all  the(e  tirange  things? 

j  Jefus  knowing  how  much  they  were  governed  by 
curtofity  in  ihefe  quettions,  and  what  confufed  and  car¬ 
nal  notions  they  had  about  the  tmure  of  his  kingdom, 
began  his  anfwcr  with  faying,  See  to  it,  that  ye  be  not 
impofed  upon  by  any  feduetrs  in  what  relates  to  the 
great  alterations  that  lhail  be  made  in  the  earth* 

6  For,  before  thefe  changes  and  tie  fob  t  ions  fhall  he 
made,  feveral  importers  will  appear,  each  of  them  taking, 
to  himfelf  tbe  character  of  the  Mdfiah,  and  pretending 
to  be  fmt  of  God  to  fet  up  his  throne  with  power  a- 
mong  Hie  Jews*  and  to  deliver  them  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Romans^  and  give  them  dominion  over  all  nations 
round  about  them;  and,  by  their  artful  management, 
they  will  prevail  upon  many  to  believe  and  follow  them 
to  their  utter  ruin* 

7  When  therefore  ye  fhall  hear  from  one  quarter  ami 
another,  and  fliafl  have  frequent  reports  of  civil  and 
foreign  wars  and  commotions;  do  not  be  deje£ted  or 
difmayed  at  them,  like  unbelievers:  For  thefe  calami* 
tics  mull  of  neccfiiry  come  to  pals,  as  ftgne  and  fore¬ 
runners  of  the  dcflruolion  of  the  temple,  city,  and  na¬ 
tion  of  the  Jett/s 9  and  as  means  of  inhering  it  in ;  tho* 
that  will  not  be  the  uunolt  of  all  their  troubles,  much 
lefs  will  it  tflue  in  the  end  of  the  world* 


S  For  nation 
Jfcait  rife  iifiainft 

melon,  and  tiflg- 
(lino  again  [l  king¬ 
dom  :  and  tlieit 
Hull  be  earth  - 
guakt*  in  divers 
pUiTii;  afwUbrre 
ilull  be  famines, 
and  troubles  ; 

tftWe  "i  nr  the  bc- 
ginnin£i  uf  ior’ 

rows. 


8  For  of  the  feveral  kingdoms  and  provinces  into 
which  the  l<md  of  Ijrael  is  divided,  one  will  rife  up  iu 
arms  agamft  another,  and  Jews  againft  Gcttiiles  t  and, 
tngethei  with  inteftine  and  foreign  wars,  there  will  be, 
in  one  place  and  another,  earthquakes,  famines,  ami 
other  terrible  frights  and  dangm;  all  which  are  but 
the  leading  Heps  and  fpecimens  of  rhe  Hill  much  greater 
diftreffes  that  (hall  attend  the  ddtrucUon  of  Jcrufaktn? 
And  fuch  like  events  will  appear  again  iu  after-ages, 
as  figns  and  prefages  of  tbe  diilblution  of  this  world, 
when  it  lhall  be  drawing  near  at  the  lull  day* 

9  But 


N  o  t 


f  Afnbefc  things  (tav**  evarr?*}  fctin  to  refer  tu  Tonic  tilings  more  (han  tardy  the  Jev 
Amftum  of  the  temple:  And  thmi^h  our  craitgclift  1;^  not  Fxnrcifrrl  than,  MetfKw  lias, 
cb*f,  x%ir.  3*  the  note  there;}  and  therefvro  1  put  diem  into  the 
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p-ntittakcHttil 
toyourlkhre*  :  tor 

they  fh&ll  deliver 

yvu  Up  U>  Cumh- 
fcU  i  auct  in  the 
IVdgijg ues  ye 
ftiflll  be  Iwaxcn  i 
ami  ye  fhaii  he 
brought  before 

rulers  and  king* 
fur  my  fate*  lor  a 

trftimouy  aguuft 


to  And  the 
gofpei  uiuft  firit 
6c  publilhed  i- 
ttotjg  all  nitkxu. 


Tht  Evangtlifl  Mark  parapbrajed.  Cb*  xiti. 

9  But  as,  betides  thefe  public  calamities,  ye,  my 
difuplea,  will  meet  with  many  pcrfonal  trial*  fur  my 
nnme’s  fake;  fee  that  ye  be  not  fo  feared  or  difoouragol 
by  them,  as  to  do  any  thing  unworthy  of  your  profeflion 
and  hopes :  For  many  will  be  fuch  enemies  to  you, 
merely  on  account  of  your  relation  to  me,  that  they  will 
hurry  you  to  cede  fi  a  ft  teal  and  civil  courts  of  judicature; 
and  ye  (hall  not  only  be  tried  before  J#wJb  councils, 
and  publicly  chaftifcd  in  their  fynagoguts;  but  (hall 
likewife  be  brought  before  the  tribunals  of  heathen 
princes  and  judges,  for  your  Chriftiamry,  that  ye  nuy 
have  opportunities  of  preaching  mygofpd,  and  of  (hew¬ 
ing  the  power  of  it  upon  your  own  fpirits,  in  their  pre- 
fence,  for  the  vindication  of  its  divine  authority,  and 
confutation  of  them  that  oppofe  it. 

to 'And  God  in  his  providence  will  certainly  over¬ 
rule  this  as  a  means  of  fpreading  the  glad  tidings  of  fal- 
vation,  not  only  thro1  Judeat  but  thro’  all  provinces  of 
the  R#man  empire  alfo,  before  tbe  deftruftion  of  the 


M  ffnt  vlicn 
they  ihall  lead 
jto/t  arid  deliver 
yt-n  upt  takv  qu 

though  before¬ 
hand  what  rdlu!! 
fpeak,  neither  do 
ye  premeditate ; 
nut  whatfuever 
Jhill  he  given  you 
in  that  hour, 
that  fpcakye 
it  is  not  yc  that 
fjurik  T  bftt  the 

h  >ly  GWl, 


ii  Now  the 
brother  *b*li  ho- 

M 

tny  the  brother 
to  dculh,  and  die 
f  jiher  ihc  frn  ; 
m<]  chililren  ihall 
rife  tip  agarmV 
jbeir  parents,  and 
lljiill  caufc  them 

to  he  put  to  death, 

,  13  Andy?  ih  ill 

be  huicd  of  all 
tnea  lint  my 

nuaes 

*i  -r  f  a  __ 


temple;  and  this  gofpel,  by  lik<  means,  (hall  be  fpread 
thro*  all  nations  of  the  earth,  before  the  judgment  of 
the  great  day* 

1 1  Whenever  therefore  your  adverfaries,  in  the  heat 
of  their  fury  again  ft  you  for  my  lake,  fhall  hale  you, 
like  criminals,  before  magi  ft  rates  of  what  character  fo- 
ever;  do  not  give  way  to  the  leaft  difeouragement,  as 
if  ye  (bonld  be  confounded,  and  not  know  what  to  fay 
for  yourfelves;  nor  let  any  folic  it  tide  about  the  event 
pat  you  u}x>u  fo  much  as  flu  dying  before-hand  how  to 
plead  the  glorious  caufe  ye  are  engaged  m  whlrhuman 
art  and  eloquence;  but,  depending  upon  higher  wifdom 
and  power  than  your  own,  make  your  defence  juft  in 
that  way  and  manner  which  dial  I  be  fuggefted  to  you 
from  above  at  the  very  time  when  ye  (hall  be  called  to 
fpeak :  For  as  the. caufe  is  God's,  fo  the  arguments  by 
which  ye  are  to  maintain  it  (lull  not  be  the  product  of 
your  own  abilities,  but  of  the  immediate  infpiration  of 
his  Spirit  as  fpeaking  in  and  by  you* 

12  lJut.^-)  the  malignant  prejudices  and  fevere  per¬ 
secutions  that  foali  arife  againft  you  for  the  gofpel’s  lake, 
will  work  in  fuch  an  uimarural  and  cruel  manner,  that 
even  the  nenreft  and  deareft  relations  will  break  through 
all  the  ties  of  friend  Hi  ip  and  blood ;  in  fo  much  that  bro- 
thers*  fathers,  and  children,  will  trcacherouftyaccufcand 
deliver  up  one  another,  even  to  death,  for  their  religion. 

13  And  indeed  this  wicked  fpirit  will  fo  infect  the 
generality  of  mankind,  that  they  will  unite  in  a  common 
enmity  and  oppofmon  to  yoU|  becaufo  yc  profefs  my 

UZUTU; 

* 


Clu  xiii. 

dimes  (ake:  -but 
l>c  that  (half  cn- 
dwr  unto  thccitd, 

the  fame  Hu.ll  be 
JareL 


1 4  Bnt  when 
ye  that)  fee  the  a- 
I  OTixnat  km  of  dc- 
lolufon,  fpolu-fi 
ot  by  Daniel  tbc 
j>n>phet,  Raiding 
where  it  ought 

r.^ij  (let  him  chat 
rebirth,  uivtler  - 
fhnd ;)  then  kt 
them  that  he  in 
JinW  five  tu  the 
niouutaiat : 


ij  And  let  him 
that  is  on  the 
hcwJe-top  not  20 
down  into  tnc 
houtet  neither  en¬ 
ter  therein, to  take 
40 y  thing  OUI  of 
bi$  houfr* 

1 6  Atfd  let  btm 
tbit  u  in  the  field, 
not  tyrn  back  a** 
gain  for  to  is  fee 
up  hx»  garment, 

t?  But  wo  to 
them  that  an  w!rh 
child,  and  to  them 
that  give  fuck  in 
tlmfc  days  1 


18  And  pray 
ye  that  your  flight 
be  not  in  die  win¬ 
ter. 


ip  For  in  thole 
day>  fhall  bo  af- 

i|tttioDi  luth  as 
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and  preach  my  gofpel :  But  notwithstanding  all 
this,  be  not  difcuuraged,  confidering  what  ailittancc*  1 
have  promifed  you,  and  that  whoever  Shall  hold  on  thro* 
all  thefe  tribulations,  and  hold  out  to  the  end,  he  (hall 
be  under  the  peculiar  care  of  Providence,  and  Shall  cer¬ 
tainly  at  laft  obtain  the  falvation  which  is  in  me,  with 
eternal  glory, 

14  But  to  return-  As  to  the  immediately  preceding 
tokens  of  the  deftrnftion  of  the  J^vjiJb  ttate  and  temple* 
when  once  ye  come  to  fee  the  land  invaded,  that  ought 
to  have  been  (acred  to  God,  and  not  profaned  by  the 
idolatrous  armies  and  enfigns  of  the  Ramans  ;  and  fee 
the  holy  city  befieged  by  them  who  are  the  defolaring 
abomination  fpoken  of  in  DanUlj  (chap-  xi.  31*)*  then 
let  htm  who  reads  this  prophecy,  ami  lives  to  fee  this 
event,  understand  that  the  final  dcftruclion  of  Jmifidkn % 
is  juft  at  hand}  and  then  every  one  that  is  in  jfiukat 
and  would  provide  far  his  own  fafcty,  mu  ft  immediately 
get  away  from  the  feat  of  war,  and  hide  himfclf  in  the 
mountainous  countries. 

15  And  Cnee  the  ravage  made  by  the  Roman  armies 
will  be  exceeding  fwift,  your  flight  mutt  be  io  too,  as 
ever  ye  would  efcape  them  :  If  therefore  any  one  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  on  the  top  of  his  houfe  when*  he  firft  hears 
tidings  of  their  invaflon,  let  him  not  flay  fo  long  as  to 
go  into  it  to  pack  up  his  goods  and  carry  them  away 
with  him*  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat*  xxiv*  ry,) 

16  And  if  any  one  (hould  hear  of  it  whilft  he  may 
be  walking  abroad  or  bufy  in  the  Adds,  let  him  not  once 
think  of  returning  home  rofecure  any  of  his  affairs  there, 
or  fo  much  as  to  take  another  fuit  of  clothes  with  him  ; 
but  let  everyone  fly  for  his  life,  as  L$t  did  out  of  Swhm* 

17  But  alas!  the  cafe  of  thofe  women  will  be  very 
dift refled  and  perilous,  who  at  that  time  may  be  big  with 
child,  or  encumbered  with  fuckinginfams  at  their  hicufts, 
or  may  be  in  any  circumfhinces  of  incapacity  for  fpcedy 
flight,  fince  it  will  be  exceeding  difficult  lor  them  to 
efcape  the  fury  of  the  Roman  army,  and  the  mifcrics  of 
intettinc  broils* 

18  And,  for  the  fame  reafon,  beg  that  a  kind  tre* 
vidence  may  fo  far  order  thefe  days  of  attveifity  in  your 
favour,  as  not  to  come  upon  you  in  the  winter  fealon  or 
in  bad  weather,  which  would  render  your  ncceffiiry  fpced 
much  more  difficult  and  uncomfortable  than  if  the  roods 
were  good  and  the  weather  fair* 

19  For  wbat  with  the  cruelty  of  the  Roman  folfficrs, 
the  tumults  and  confufions  of  the  Jtvjs  among  then:' 
felyes,  the  perpetual  alarms  and  horrors  of  every  om\s 


33° 

was  not  from  ihc 
LcguiQiug  uf  the 
-creation  which 
God  crewed t  unto 
tbi  -  te;  neither 
frill  be. 

ao  And 
*t\u  thai  t  h«  Lord 
bail  fhorctned 

(hdfe  days,  no 

fWb  flvouLl  be  fa- 
led :  but  for  the 
deft's  fukcj  whom 
be  huth  choicn, 
he  h*tti  llu*  iciuxl 
fk  day*. 


%t  And  then, 
if  any  rnjtn  frail 
fjy  to  jou,  1^, 
titrt  if  Chrid  ;  or 
b,  ht  Is  there; 
believe  him  not. 

*i  l;or  falfc 
ebnlts  and  fclfc 
prophet  s  (lull  r:  fe, 
ami  (hall  (hew 
figns  and  vou  ' 

drsf  to  lcducct  if 

it  were  polTiblCj 
even  the  trkfb 


i;  But  rake  ye 
h«d :  behold,  J 
hate  foretold  you 
alUhings*' 


14  J>ot  in  thafc 
H';*,  after  that 
tribuLuiuii  ,  the 
frft  Ibill  be  dar¬ 
kened,  and  the 
fr.oon  llml  I  not 

j^vc  her  Ii^hr, 

ij  And  the 
fin*  of  hetven 

(hail 
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own  mind,  and  the  fore  famine  and  other  troubles  th.u 
will  concur  in  thofe  days,  they  will  be  the  moft  cala- 
mitous  and  formidable  that  ever  were  known  upon  earth, 
or  ever  fliall  come  upon  any  particular  nation  afterwards 
as  long  as  the  world  endures. 

20  Yea,  fo  extremely  great  and  b  multiplied  will 
thefe  diftrdlcs  be,  chat  if  they  were  not  to  be  limited 
and  retrained  in  due  feafou  by  the  merciful  providence 
of  Grod,  no  human  creature  in  the  land  of  Judea  could 
poOibly  outlive  them :  But  for  the  fake  of  his  ele£t, 
whom  he  has  chofen  for  himfeif,  he  will  gracioufly  put 
a  flop,  fooner  than  be  otherwjfc  would,  to  the  deftruc- 
tioo  of  thofe  days  ;  that  fuch  of  them  as  will  be  then 
living  in  their  tins,  and  thofe  of  them  who  are  to  dc- 
feend  from  the  loins  of  fome  of  that  age,  may  be  brought 
to  faith  and  repentance ;  and  chat  they,  together  with 
the  already  converted,  may  be  preferred  for  the  prop  a* 
gation  of  his  kingdom  in  the  world. 

21  And  if,  at  this  or  any  other  rime  of  great  com* 
morion  and  danger,  it  fliould  befuggeited,  that  the  true 
Mcffiah  appeals  in  one  place,  or  another,  to.deiiroy 
your  enemies,  and  bring  falvauon  to  yourfclves ;  i  charge 
you  to  give  no  manner  of  heed  to  them. 

22  For  God  will  certainly  f offer  feducers  toarife,  for 
the  trial  of  his  people’s  faith,  and  for  the  righteous  pu* 
niihment  of  obftinate  unhelieving  finners :  Some  of 
thefe  will  falfely  pretend  to  be  great  prophets  fent  of 
God,  and  others  to  be  the  very  Cbrift;  and  they  will 
manage  their  furpriGng  deceits  and  lying  wonders  with 
fuch  a  plauftble  air  of  miracles,  as  will  impolc  upon 
many  to  their  inevitable  perdition ;  and  would  have  the 
tame  dreadful  effe&  upon  God’s  own  elect  themfelvcs, 
whom  he  has  chofen  to  falvatioit  thro’  fauclification  of 
the  fpirit  and  belief  of  the  truth,  were  it  pcfDble  for  them 
to  be  carried  off  from  the  only  Saviour  to  an  tmpodor. 

23  But  as  fecret  things  belong  to  the  Lord,  and  re¬ 
vealed  things  to  you,  and  none  are  to  think  themfclves 
fafe  by  any  decree  of  God,  without  the  ufc  of  proper 
means;  watch  and  pray,  that  ye  may  not  be  deluded  by 
fuch  deceivers  :  Remember  I  have  fore- warned  you  of 
them,  that  ye  might  be  fore-armed  agamft  them. 

24, 15.  But  whatever  the  event  may  he  as  topaiticular 
perlbns,  thefe  iigns  and  troubles,  which  will  appear 
within  a  few  years,  will  certainly  iffue  in  a  fpeedy  and 
entire  fubverfton  of  the  civil  and  religious  (late  of  the 
Jews ;  fo  that,  according  to  the  figurative  language  of 
prophecy,  (Joel  Hi.  15,  16.)  The  fun  and  mom  jbalt  be 
darkened)  and  the  fiars  withdraw  their  light)  and  the 
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fllill  flllt  and  th* 
powers  dtat  arc  in 

bra  vert  (bill  Ik 
fluken. 


itf  And  tben 
fraj]  they  f«  the 

Son  of  man  co¬ 
ming  in  thccbndi 
ui;Ji  i«*t  power 
nod  glory. 


i  *  And  iheu 
(halt  lie  fend  his 
BHgcfc*  and  frill 

gather  tojerju** 
his  cleft  from  the 
four  winds,  from 
t>.«  otter  molt  part 
of  (he  nrih  to  ihc 
utfermoft  part  of 
lira  Yea, 


iS  Now  learn 
a  parable  of  the 

fw-  tree*  When 

n 

her  bunch  is  yet 
tciulcr,  and  put- 
teth  forth  leaves, 
yc  know  that 
funmer  it  near : 

iO  Sayeralike 
manner,  when  ye 
frail  -  fet  thtfe 
things  come  to 
paf*t  know  that  it 

is  uigh,  tvea  at 
the  doors, 

30  Verily  I  fay 
unto  you,  That 

l  his  generation 
fhJI  not  pafs,  till 
all  t bet;  things  be 
done, 

31  Heaven  and 
t*r*h  ihaU  paft  a- 
wjy  ;  but  my 
words  fr^li  not 

piis  away. 
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heavens  Jhalt  Jhake :  Ant!  this  may  be  confidered  as  a 
lively  emblem  of  what  (hall  literally  come  to  pafs  to¬ 
ward  the  end  of  the  world,  when  like  figns  and 
troubles  ftiall  return,  and  be  followed  with  iuch  an  uni- 
verfbi  conflagration  of  the  whole  frame  of  nature  as  will 
ddtroy  the  prefrm  influences  of  the  heavenly  bodies  on 
this  earth.  (2  Pet*  iii*  io,  1 1,  12,) 

26  And  then  ,  thole  t'ery  Jews  who  now  obflinately 
rejefl  the  MeiTuh,  fhatl,  in  the  deft*  u&iun  of  Jervfalem , 
find  to  their  ofrft,  that  he  is  exulted  in  awful  majefty, 
and  comes  with  a)]  conquering  power  to  avenge  hi rnfclf 
upon  them,  like  the  great  Cod  who  nrtikes  the' clouds 
his  charier,  [P/aL  civ.  3,) :  And,  at  the  coufummaiion 
of  all  things,  he  will  vifibly  appear  in  the  clouds  of 
heaven,  with  all  authority  and  grandeur,  to  judge  the 
whole  world;  and  every  eye  {hall  fee  him  to  their  con- 
fufitm,  or  their  joy, 

27  Then  aifo,  upon  his  appearing  to  deftroy  the 
Jewijb  church  and  ftate,  he  will  actual ly  fend  the  mi- 
irilters  of  the  gofpel  to  execute  his  camnriffion  in  all  na¬ 
tions;  and,  by  means  of  their  miiritiry,  will  effectually 
call  his  flieep,  whom  he  muft  bring  into  his  fold,  from 
among  the  Centiks  as  well  as  Jrwsy  wherever  they  may 
be  frittered  in  the  remotefl  parts  of  the  earth :  And 
upon  his  coining  to  judgment  at  the  laft  day,  he  will 
difpatch  the  holy  angels,  who  are  iris  fervants,  to  make 
a  general  collection,  far  and  wide,  from  the  eaft  and 
welt,  and  north  and  fouth,  of  all  who  were  ordained  to 
eternal  life,  that  they  may  efrape  the  everlafting  deftruc- 
*  tion  which  will  befai  his  obftiiiate  enemies, 

28,  29*  Now,  to  illuftrate  what  I  have  been  faying 
in  a  familiar  manner,  obferve  the  following  fimilitude, 
taken  from  the  fig-trece,  with  its  application  :  Ye  know 
that  when  this  tree  begins  to  bud  and  open  its  leaves, 
the  fummer  is  coming  on :  In  like  manner,  whenever  ye 
fliall  fee  the  prefaging  tokens  but  how  mentioned,  ye  may 
depend  upon  it  that  the  great  events  I  have  been  pointing 
to  will  certainly  have*  a  very  fpealy  accompli  (h  me  nt* 

30'  As  to  what  refpefls  the  deftru£tion  of  Jcrufahm% 
and  the  figns  that  are  to  precede  and  give  notice  of  it, 
1  lolermily  allure  you,  that  they  fliail  all  be  fulfilled  in 
the  prefent  age,  «fore  the  whole  frt  of  people  lb  all  die 
who  arc  nowTiving  upon  earth* 

31  And,  as  to.  the  fall  general  conflagration,  I  allure 
you,  that  an  entire  end  lhall  be  put  to  the  prefrm  frame 
of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth,  which  fliall  be  melted 
into  confuGon  :  But  all  that  I  have  been  faying  fliall  be 

irrcverfible,  and  every  word  of  it  fhall  certainly  be  per¬ 
forin  cd 


3*  But  of  tint 

djnr  atul  tbn  hour 
* 

ktHtvnh  iio  vnan; 
rto,  wtt  the  ait- 
£rls  which  arc  in 
heaven  T  nckiitr 
the  Son,  but  the 
Father* 


*1  Tate  ye 
heed,  'vsirh  and 
pray :  ft*  ye  know 
not  when  the  time 
ii. 


74  Y&  the  Sea 
f/  HjuijHU  man 
taking  i  hr  jour¬ 
ney,  who  Lit  his 
hoiitc,  and  gave 
authority  to  hi* 
icrvantf,  and  to 
every  man  his 

wurfc,  and  com* 
manded  the  por¬ 
ter  to  watch. 


:  5  Watch  ye 

therefore,  (tor ye 

know 
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formed  to  a  tittle* 

32  lint  as  to  the  exa£t  time  +  in  which  the  Mefliah 
will  come  to  judge  the  world  and  difiblve  its  prcfcnt 
fiame,  it  will  not  be  in  this  prefent  age  ;  nor  indeed  is 
the  day  and  hour  which  are  appointed  for  it  known  to 
any  man  living*  nor  to  any  angel  in  heaven \  no*  nor 
10  the  Mefiiah  bimfclf*  in  his  human  nature*  or  hy  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  unftion*  as  any  part  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
divine  will  which  he  is  to  reveal $  but  thjs  is  ft  ill  a  fc- 
cret,  which  (lod  %  has  referved  in  his  own  mind, 

33  Since  therefore  this  time*  and  even  the  day  of  your 
own  death,  which  will  bring  every  one  of  you  to  judge¬ 
ment*  is  fo  uncertain*  that  none  knows  when  it  will 
overtake  him  ;  fee  that  ye  he  ready  for  it*  whenever  it 
may  come*  whether  fooner  or  later ;  Be  conffcmtly  watch¬ 
ful  over  your  own  hearts  and  ways*  and  he  earned  in 
daily  prayer*  that  y*  uwy  Jtnd  vurty  of  the  Lord  in  that 
day ,  {a  Tim,  i,  18,) 

34  For  the  Mediates  appearing  in  thefe  awful  dilpen* 
rations,  and  efpet  tally  at  the  final  judgment*  to  call  his 
fervanrs  to  an  account,  may  fitly  be  illu  ft  rated  by  this 
fimilitude*  As*  when  a  great  man  is  taking  a  long 
journey  into  a  hr  country,  he  commits  the  care  of  all 
his  afVairs  to  his  fervants,  ordering  every  one  his  parti¬ 
cular  bn  fine  fs*  and*  among  the  reft,  (barging  the  watch¬ 
men  to  give  fpecial  heed  that  none  break  open  the  houfe 
or  deal  his  goods*  and  that  he  be  ready  to  receive  his 
lord  whenever  he  fhall  return  ;  So  the  Meffiah*  being 
■about  to  leave  this  world  and  go  to  the  Father*  appoints 
the  duties  ami  fer vices  that  are  to  be  performed  by  all 
the  fuhjecls  uf  his  kingdom*  according  10  their  different 
itauons  %  whci  her  they  lie  minifters  or  private  Chridians* 
charging  them  to  be  diligent  and  faithful*  watching  unto 
duty  with  all  pcrfevcrance*  .and  waiting  for  his  appear¬ 
ing  again, 

35  Be  ye  therefore*  like  faithful  fervants,  very  cir* 
cumrpeft  aud  diligent  in  the  difeharge  of  tbe  trulls 

com- 


f  ,  N  0 

f  10  iichere 

flppOiiM  tO  T.TT/lx  all  thi*£  1,  VII, 

the  ddblatioi:*  on  the  tempi,;  ciy  then 
before  thrir  u*hich  were  to  }tc  fa i tilled 
in  ihar  generation,  (ver.  30,)  ;  and  iJiry  arc 
r-ppofed  one  TO  the  other,  hi  the  Tame 
manner,  Matt*  ixfa,  34*  (UK  vi-l.  Grot*) 
J  he  aiuuhcfis  bciut’ful:  And  it  appear* 
more  iwtunl  to  unrldUnrl  this  of  the  day 
of  judgment,  than  of  the  th-fttuft’on  of  Jem* 
fiUm  /  became  Chr:il  had  fo  tvaftly  odcri- 
iitd  thv  Unit*  jf  that  ddirudinn,  in  the  fore- 
yon-ff  veiii^  js  r o  hr  arconi*dtt>i?d  In  the 


T  E  S. 

then  prv&nt  age ;  but  the  day  of  judgment 
vii  a  fir  more  drit  aiu  diinj,  and  tk  rime 
tux  if  vr*S  utterly  unknown  to  any  but  God* 
Scv  the  tutcj  00  Matt,  xxiv.  and  X-sde 
aoch  33* 

f  "Ilie  terms  Father  aw!  Sea  may  be  con- 
fukirdj  in  this  verle,  as  utd  wroitomi^ltf 
Tor  God,  ud  for  the  or  the  Man 

'rhi*  ftcois  principally  to  rcft**ft  ml- 
ntfertj  and  thfc  div  of  judgment ; 
li^  Ahifc  liyapplifd  ro  private  ixrfoQfj  a&  ;;; 
\vr.  3;,  and  10  the  time  of  death* 


Cb .  xiu . 

know  not  when 
the  mtlW  of  the 

houft  cometh ; 
at  mayoral  mid- 
night,  or  at  (be 
enck-emriog,  or 
in  the  morning  i) 


.Left  coming 
fuddcn]y»  be  find 

j>ou  iktpmg. 


3T  And  what 
1  fry  unco  you, 
1  fry  unto  all, 
Wtttb, 


The  EvangeKJl  Max  k  parapbrajhd.  #  j  j  j 

committal  to  you,  that  ye  may  be  always  ready  togive 
up  your  accounts  with  joy,  whenever  your  I*ord  fltall 
come  to  demand  them,  at  death  ami  judgment :  For  none 
of  you  know  how  foon,  or  how  iuddenty,  it  may  be  3 
whether  in  any  of  the  earlier,  or  of  the  middle,  or  of  the 
latter  parts  of  life,  any  more  than  the  fervants  of  their 
abfent  lord  can  tell  whether  he  will  return  early  or  late, 
in  the  evening  or  in  the  morning,  or  at  midnight. 

36  Take  heed  that  ye  be  not  remib  and  carclefs^  left, 
while  yc  are  giving  way  to  (loth  and  indolence,  your 
lord  (hould  come  on  a  fudden,  and  furp rife  you  unawares, 
to  your  terror  and  confufion* 

37  And.  what  I  herein  fay  unto  you  my  dtfciples,  I 
fpeak  to  all  others,  as  a  matter  of  common  concern  to 
them  as  well  as  yourfclves  3  not  only  to  thole  who  are 
living  in  the  prefent  age,  hut  to  all  that  {hall  hear  my 
golpcl,  and  profels  to  be  my  difciplcs  in  future  genera¬ 
tions,  till  I  come  tbc  fccond  time  without  fin  to  lalva* 
uon  ;  My  charge  to  all  and  every  one  is,  Be  upon  your 
watch,  that  ye  may  be  always  in  expectation  of,  and  in 
a  (late  and  frame  ready  for,  death  and  judgment,  when¬ 
ever  the  awful  fummons  may  be  lent  to  you* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  little  are  the  external  privileges  of  religion  to  be  depended  upon !  They 
are  To  far  from  being  a  feenrity  againft  the  Ycpgcance  of  God*  (bat,  if  they  xrc  a- 
Uifrd,  they  aggravate  our  guilt  and  condemnation;  And  oh  how  often  do  defpi* 
fers  of  gofpel-grace  bring  the  foreft  tribulations  upon  thetnfclves  in  this  world , 
which  are  out  the  beginning  of  furrows,  and  will  he  followed  with  ftill  greater 
at  death  and  judgment  i  And  none  knows  how  Toon  any,  or  all,  of  thefe  dreadful 
calamities  may  overtake  him  to  hfs  utter  deftnidion,  But  how  faithfully  has 
Chrift  forewarned  hi*  dlfcipfca  of  their  feveral  dangers*  how  kindly  doth  he  ihew 
them  the  way  of  efcapmg  them;  and  how  effe&uaily  fecure  his  own  ele£t  from 
falling  by  them !  Whatever  troubles  they  may  endure  for  Im  name's  fokt-  in  the 
way  ;  he  wilt  give  them  wifdom  and  counfel  how  to  behave  tbemfelves,  aiul  will 
fave  them  with  an  everfcftiug  ialvation  at  tall*  But  watching  and  prayer  are 
the  appointed  means  of  his  accam  pi  (thing  bis  gracious  defigns  toward  them,  and 
of  their  being  prepared  for  every  event;  and  all  that  either  urrcich  or  he.^r  'he 
jnrfpcl,  are  concerned  in  iadfe  duties,  as  ever  they  would  be  louud  faithful,  and 
give  up  tbeir  accounts  with  joy  and  not  with  grief* 


CHAP*  XIV* 

The  confpiracy  tf  the  chief  priejis  and  feribes  again  ft  Chrift  y  1,  2*  A 
woman  Anoints  bis  head  before  his  deaths  3 J  udasV  cont raU  to 
betray  bini>  10,  il,  He  eais  the  pafthver,  and injUtutcs  tie  LtrcF s 
/upper ,  12,-15.  Foretell  Pcter^J  denying  htmy  26, — 31.  drift's 
agony  in  the  garden ,  32,— 42*  He  is  betrayed  and  apprt hemic dy 
43, — 52.  Is  tried »  condemned t  and  n\mfcd>  53, — 65.  Peter  denies 
bimt  and  repents  y  66y — 7  a* 


Par:  a 
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Tsit, 

AFte*  two 
ihx  «  was  tfc 

ftajt  ef  the  pufl* 

over*  and  of  un- 
itivcncd  bread  : 
mid  the  chief 
priefls,  and  the 
lcrififs  ,  fought 
h  thiw  might 
(iiLciiim  hy  cnfl, 

and  put  him  to 


:  But  they  faid. 
Net  an  the  faift- 
Atv,  ivrt  l  here  be 
an  uproar  of  the 
people* 


ft  hi  Evangelijl  Mark  paraphraftd* 

Paraphrase. 

TTWO  days  after  the  foregoing  difeourfe,  came  on  the 
^  the  annual  fcaft  of  the  paJTover,  which  was  always 
celebrated  with  unleavened  bread  :  And,  in  the  mean 
while,  the  chief  priefts  and  Jtwijb  dnfiors,  with  other 
members  of  the  great  council,  having  rcfolved  upon  put¬ 
ting  Chrift  to  death,  confulted  together  to  apprehend 
him  by  ftratagem  rarher  than  force,  that  their  defign 
might  not  be  defeated  by  an  oppofition  from  the  people, 
who  had  an  high  efteem  of  him*  (See  the  note  on  Mat. 
xxri.  3.) 

i  But  fome  among  them  objefted  again  ft  attempting 
it,  even  in  the  moft  private  and  artful  manner  that  could 
be  propofed,  at  fo  public  a  time  as  the  paflbver,  left  ai 
foon  as  the  great  multitude,  who  were  gathering  toge¬ 
ther  on  that  oqcafion,  fliouid  fee  him  in  their  hands, 
they  Ihould  mate  a  riot,  and  rife  for  his  refeue ;  How¬ 
ever,  God  in  his  providence  fuffered  the  opinion  of  o- 
thers  to  prevail  for  apprehending  him  without  delay,  the 
rime  appointed  of  the  Father  being  then  come  for  thrift 
our  Paflbvcr  to  be  facrificed  for  us* 

3  Now,  while  Jefus  was  at  B *t  tarty  j  whither  he  came 
fix  days  before  the  paflbver,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat.  uevi. 
6*)  as  he  fat  at  fupper  in  the  houfe  of  Siwn  J,  who  was 
called  the  leper,  a  certain  woman  (Mary  the  filler  of 
Lazarus)  came  behind  him,  and  opening  a  pot  of  rich 
and  fweet-fmening  ointment  made  of  fpikenard,  (he 
poured  it,  fomc  upon  his  head,  and  feme  upon  his  feet, 
{John  xii,r  3.}  in  token  of  her  great  afleftion  to  him,  and 
of  her  faith  in  him  as  God's  Anointed, 

4,  5,  Hereupon  fome  of  the  difciples  fo  far  followed 
Judas's  example,  (Jthn  xii*  4,  5,)  as  to  be  very  uneafy 
in  their  own  minds,  faying,  in  private  talk  one  witha- 
nothcr,  What  a  needlefs  wafle  is  this  of  io  much  coftly 
ointment,  which  our  Lord  would  never  defire  to  be  fo 
profufdy  fprat  upon  hjmfelf,  and  might  have  been  dif* 
pofed  of  in  a  much  more  ufcful  manner  ?  For,  had  it 
been  fold,  it  would  have  fetched  a  great  fum  Of  money  f, 
which  might  have  been  given  lor  the  relief  of  the  poor* 
And  they  chid  her. 

6  But  (■**)  Jefus,  knowing  all  the  fccret  murmuring* 
of  their  hearts,  and  private  whifperings  among  them* 
felvcs  under  a  pretence  of  charity,  exprefled  his  difplca- 

fure 

NOTES. 

t  It  is  uncertain  whether  he  were  fly  led  f  Three  hundred  rente  amounted  to  a- 

b  trr  on  acecmint  of  Ms  having  drfceml-  bove  nine  puu;u!s  ftcrhng,  reckoning  die 
ctl  fra  in  a  leprous  fair?  ily  j,  or  been  hictLlf  peony  a;  ftv  vn -pence  bull- p  tuny  c* 


3  And  being 
in  Ktih^ny^im  the 
hnulc  vi  Simon 

the  leper*  j*  he  fat 
at  meat  *  there 
tame  a  womin 
having  an  aluba- 
tier  box  of  oint¬ 
ment  of  fpike* 
nanl,  very  pre¬ 
cious  ;  and  the 
brake  ihc  box, 
and  poured  it  on 
hi*  head 

4  And  -there 
ivere  ibene  that 
had  indignation 
mithin ;  hem  felvcs 
and  Aid,  Why 
vas  this  wafte 
1 if"  the  ointment 
made  r 

$  For  it  mipht 

have  bon  fold  lor 
more  than  three 
hundred  pence, 
aud  have  been  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  pour* 
And  they  mur¬ 
mured  a  tain  ft 

her. 

6  And  JWiii 

laid. 


fri  merly  leprous  and  Jh.iJctL  hy  Jcfnt*  bre  oui  moyry, 
tl.c  note  on  Ai titt*  akvi, 
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£iid,  Let  her  ir 
lonc  ;  why  trou¬ 
ble  yt  her l  (he 
huh  wrought  a 
guod  work  oxime. 


f 

7  For  ye  hire 
the  p4>or  '  with 

y*A 1  alwiiyst  sod 
vhinibeivr  ye 
will  ye  Buy  do 
them  good;  tmi 
me  ye  hive  not 

al  wajfi. 


B  She  hath 
done  what  fbe 
nuld:  fhthtome 

a  iorchatid  to  3* 

noiiit  iby  body  to 
the  ho  lying. 


9  Verify  I  firy 
onto  yon.  Where* 
tiievir  thU  gofj>d 
Ihili  be  preached 
throughout  the 
whole  world,  thi i 
3  lib  that  Aw  hath 
fk*oe  fbi))  be  fpo- 
kt  n  of,  tor  a  me> 
moriai  of  her. 

to  And  jmlu 
lltariot^  one  of 
the  twelve,  went 
rtnto  the .  chief 
pricfU,  to  ktny 
him  unto  them. 


ti  And  when 
they  hard  if,  they 
were  glad,  and 
pTafnrfctf'to  girc 

him  money.  And 
he  fought  how  he 
might  conveni¬ 
ently  betray  him. 


ri  Add  the 

full  day  of  un¬ 
leavened  bread  , 
when  they  kilted 

the 
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fure  againlfc  them,  and  his  approbation  of  her,  faying. 
Why  do  ye  want  to  check  and  difturh  this  good  woman 
in  the  refpeci  (he  is  iliewing  to  me?  (t  is  a  commen¬ 
dable  in  it  an  ce  of  honour*  duty,  faith,  and  love,  which. 
X  take  very  kindly  at  her  hands. 

7  For  as  to  the  poor,  who  ye  pretend  might  have 
been  better  relieved  by  this  expencc,  they  arc,  and  ever 
will  be,  in  ^he  world,  as  (landing  objects  of  your  cha¬ 
rity,  and  ye  may  have  opportunities  of  fupplying  their 
wants  as  often  as  ye  pleale:  But  I  ihull  foon  be  taken 
from  you,  and  none  of  you  ought  to  think  much  of  the 
charge  which  this  friendly  woman  has  been  at  in  pay** 
iug  fo  fignal  a  teRiimmy  of  her  refpe£t  to  me* 

8  She  }ia$  herein  done  me  the  molt  fcafonahle  honour 
(he  was  capable  of  (hewing  in  my  prefent  circumftances, 
who  (hall  fhordy  be  (lain  and  buried';  and  therefore  in 
*  reality  (he  has  only  anticipated  an  anoinlng  of  my  body 

for  the  burial  a  little  before  my  death,  providence  fo  or- 
dering  it  becaufe  (he  will  have  no  opportunity  for  it  af¬ 
terwards. 

9  I  affiiredly  tell  you,  This  is  fo  remarkable  an  in- 
dance  of  her  faith  and  love,  that,  wherever  the  doctrine 
of  thy  fnffe rings  and  refurreftion  (hall  be  preached,  this 
pious  ad  of  her*s  lhatl  be  divulged,  for  her  honour,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  them  that  believe  in  me. 

10  Judas  lfcariott  who  was  one  of  the  twelve  apoftlca 
and  the  chief  maleconttm,  was  fo  far  from  being  paci¬ 
fied  by  this  anfwer,  chat  he  was  filled  with  the  greater 
vexation  at  it;  and,  under  the  power  of  covctoufnels, 
anger,  and  revenge,  which  Satan  flirred  up  in  his  heart, 
(Luke  xxii.  3.}  he  (bon  afterwards  went  to  [the  fanhe- 
drim,  while  they  were  confuhmg  about  methods  of  ap¬ 
prehending  Jefus,  and  made  propofals  of  delivering  him 
privately  into  their  hands. 

it  This  was  a  very  welcome  furprife  to  their  mali¬ 
cious  minds;  they  were  overjoyed  to  hear  of  fuch  a  mo¬ 
tion  from  one  of  Chrid’s  own  apotties  and  intimates  y 
and  immediately  agreed  to  give  him  thirty  fhekels  of 
filver,  the  price  of  a  (lave,  as  a  reward  for  that  fervice- 
{Mai,  sxvi.  15.  fee  the  note  there.)  And  from  that  time 
forward  he  watched  for  the  moft  convenient  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  performing  his  wicked  bargain,  by  treachcroufly 
putting  his  Lord  into  the  power  of  his  cruel  and  im¬ 
placable  enemies,  as  the  feribts  and  Pkarifocs  were 
known  to  lie. 

12  Nowon  the  firft  day  on  which  the  ]e~us  began  to 
eat  unleavened  bread,  and  were  obliged  by  the  law  to 
kill  tlx  pafchal  lamb,  it  being  the  dav  before  that  on 

which 


the  pafllwif,  bU 

(Uitfpltf  frit! 
him,  Where  will 
t!uni  that  we  go 
a»()  prepare,  that 
thuu  mjydl  eat 
the  pJlWir  ? 

r  5  And  licftiul- 
cfb  forth  two  of 
his  ‘lUciples,  and 
frith  unto  them, 
tSoyc  into  thet-i- 
tv*  and  there  (hall 
meet  yon  a  man 
I- eiriii  g  »  p'uchcc 
of  wiier:  fullow 
him. 

,4,  And  wi'here- 
focvcv  he  frail  go 
in,  fry  ye  t<>  the 

good- nun  of  the 
hotife,  *i'hc  Ma- 
fhr  frith,  WhiTC 
isthe^Htil -ci*  3  in- 
her,  inhere  T  fii^H 

e.it  the  psitivcr 
with  my  dilci* 

pl«  ? 

ij  And  he  will 
lhe«  you  u  brge 
upper  mom  fur- 
nltiifrl  and  prepa¬ 
red  :  there  make 

ready  for  us. 

\G  AndhisiUf- 
ripb  went  forth* 
and  catnc  into  the 
riiy*  and  found  as 
he  had  ft  id  unto 
them  :  and  they 
trude  ready  the 
pullover. 

17  Amt  in  the 
evening  he  eo  - 

meth  frith  the 
twelve. 


18  And  they 
fat  and  did  Cat, 

Jt:im  fr;J,  Wriiy 
1  fry  unto  yon. 
One  of  you  which 
cateth  with  juc 

(hall  Wray  me. 


vp  And  they 

be- 


b 

Tbt  Etoangelifl  Mark  paraphrafed*  Ch.  x\v 

which  they  eat  the  paflover,  Chrift’s  dife  Spies,  knowing 
how  exa£t  he  was  in  obfemng  all  ordinances  of  divine 
appointment,  tlefired  him  to  tell  them  at  what  houfe  he 
would  have  them  make  the  necdTary  provifions  for  their 
eating  it,  none  of  them  having  any  houfe  of  their  own 
at  Jervfatem*  (See  the  note  on  Mat.  xivi.  17*} 

13  Upon  which  he  ordered  two  of  his  a  pottles,  viz. 
Peter  and  John*  (Luke  xadi-  8*)  to  go  to  Jerufatems 
and  that  he  might  give  a  fpecimen  of  his  infallible 
knowledge  and  influence  upon  the  minds  of  men,  he  di¬ 
re  cl  ed  them,  faying,  At  your  entrance  into  the  city,  ye 
(hall  meet  with  a  man  in  the  ftreet,  carrying  a  pitcher 
of  water;  obferve  where  he  goes,  and  follow  him*  {Sec 
the  note  on  Mat *  xxvw  18*) . 

1 4  And  wbadbever  houfe  he  fhall  enter  into,  go  ye 
after  him  ;  and  applying  to  the  good  houfeholderj  tell 
him  that  your  Lord  and  Matter  Tent  you  to  aft,  Wh.it 
room  have  you  to  fparc,  that  is  ready  fumilhed  for 
giidlsj  where  I  and  my  difciplcs  may  celebrate  the  paf- 
fover  together? 

15  And  immediately*  upon  your  putting  this  que- 
ttion  bo  him  in  my  name,  his  heart  will  be  inclined  to 
give  you  a  friendly  reception,  and  to  lead  you  into  a 
large  chamher  well  fitted  for  my  purpofe;  there  get  e- 
very  thing  ready  for  me  and  you  and  the  reft  of  my  a- 
pottles,  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamo. 

16  Accordingly  thofetwo  difciples  went,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  -order,  into  the  city,  without  dtfputing  or 
doubting  the  fnccefs;  and,  finding  that  every  thing  ex- 
aftly  amwered  what  he  had  foretold  them,  they  did  all 
that  was  requiiite,  in  a  way  of  preparation,  for  eating 
the  pafTover* 

17  And  after  fun-fet,  the  time  appointed  in  the  law 
for  eating  the  pafchal  lamb  being  then  come,  our  Lord 
went  into  an  upper  room,  with  his  twelve  apoltles,  to 
celebrate  the  paUbver  there*  (See  the  note  on  Mat * 

xxvh  20.) 

t8  And  urhilft,  according  to  the  Jruiifb  cuftom, 
they  were  fitting  at  table  and  feeding  together,  ]efu3, 
who  perfectly  knew  the  fecret  treachery  of  Judas* s  heart, 
add refled  himfelf,  in  an  alarming  manner,  to  the  a* 
pottles  without  diftin&ion,  faying,  I  affuredly  tell  you, 
that,  tho5  now  wc  fit  like  friends  together,  one  of  this 
very  company,  who  is  eating  the  paflbver  with  me,  will 
moil  perfidioufly  hetray  me  into  the  hands  of  my  bar¬ 
barous  enemies*  {See  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  21*) 

19  At  the  hearing  of  this,  they  all,  except  Judas  * 
who  alone  could  be  confdous  of  any  evil  defign  agatnft 


Ch.  xm 

began  to  be  fitr- 
rowful,  and  to  fay 
unto  him  oik  by 

one,  is  :t  I  ?  md 
another  teedt  Is  it 

i  i 


10  And  hcarv- 
f^Trcd  end  fold 

unto  diem.  It  it 
one  ofthet*dvt» 
that  dippeth  vitli 
me  in  the  did)* 

at  The  Son  of 
man  indeed  gocih 
as  it  ij  written  of 
him  ;  hue  wo 
to  chit  snm  by 
whom  the  Son 

of  man  U  be* ray* 

ed !  good  where 
it  for  thsLmau  if 
he  had  never  been 
boro. 


Tb(  EvangeBft  Mark  poraphrtifed.  33 y 

Chrift,  were  furprifed  and  grieved  at  heart ;  atid  each 
of  them  one  after  another,  inAead  of  fuiptAiDg  his  bro¬ 
ther,  cried  out  with  great  cencero  and  godly  jcaloufy 
over  himfelf,  Lord,  is  it  I  whom  thou  pointed  at  as  the 
wicked  traitor  that  will  dare  to  commit  fo  black,  fo  un¬ 
grateful  and  (hocking  a  crime?  I  dread  the  thought  of 
ever  doing  any  thing  like  it;  O  let  me' never  be  guilty 
of  fucb  villany,  nor  lie  under  the  lead  fufpicion  of  it. 

zo  But  (ft)  our  Lord  replied,  1  (hall  at  prefent  only 
tell  you,  that  one  of  my  twelve  apoflles,  whofe  hand  is 
now  dipping  f  in  the  fame  difli  with  mine,  is  the  man 
who  will  certainly  act  this  treacherous  part  a  gain  ft 


me. 


zt  I,  who  am  the  true  Mefliah,  mu  ft  indeed  go  as 
a  lamb  to  tbe  (laughter,  according  to  ancient  prophecy 
concerning  me ;  But  tho’  the  inftruments  of  my  death 
will  be  therein  over -ruled,  by  infinite  wifdom,  to  fub- 
Terve  the  molt  important  defigns  of  God's  glory*  in  the 
redemption  of  Tfraels  yet  that  is  no  escufe  for  their  wilful 
and  premeditated  wickednds,  who  mean  nothing  but 
evil  againft  me ;  and  therefore  dreadful  will  be  the  con¬ 
dition  of  that  bafe  and  unworthy  creature,  who,  tinder 
a  profeflion  of  friendlhip,  (hall  deliver  me  into  their 
bands:  It  would  have  been  better  for  bim  never  to  have 


11  Andtstbey 
did  cat.Jefut  took 
bread,  and  blef- 
Jca d,  and  brake  it, 

and  gave  lotbciD. 
and  laid,  Take, 
rat:  this  is  anybo¬ 
dy. 


Vol.  L 


been  born,  than  live  to  con tr aft  fuch  horrid  guilt,  and 
bring'  upon  himfelf  'the  heavy  vengeance  that  will  be 
righteoufly  executed  upon  him  for  it. 

zz  And  at  the  dofe  of  the  pafchal  fupper,  which, 
in  its  typical  view,  wa9  fulfilled  at  the  death  of  Chrift, 
he,  to  inftitute  another  commemorative  ordinance  in  its 
(lead,  took  bread,  apd,  when  he  had  fet  it  apart  for  the 
defigned  purpofe  by  folemti  thankfgiving  and  prayer,  he 
broke  it  into  fcvenl  pieces,  and  diftributed  ir  among 
the  difdples,  laying.  Take,  and  eat  it  $ }  this  is  what  I 
appoint1  to  6e  henceforward  done,  in  perpetual  remem¬ 
brance  of  my.  body's  being  broken  for  your  redemption 
from  fin  add  wratn,  as  the  pafierrer  has  hitherto  been  of 
Jfraeft  deliverance  from  Egyptian  miferies  and  bon¬ 
dage. 

1  T  13  In 

NOTES. 


f  It  is  probable  that  *t  tlu*  very  infant 
our  Lord  and  Jutes,  with  tome  other  of  tbe 

difiripJc*,  were  dipping  the  Utter  herb*/ that 
were  to  be  eaten  vtithtoe  pofchd  lamb,  in  1 
vclfe!  of  vine^dTj  or  other  fiuce  in  ufep 
vrl.kh  food  on  tbe  table  for  thrt  porpbfir, 
that  ib  they  might  make  a  nearer  goefi  whom 
he  meant.  $ce  tl>e  note  on  l*kt  van,  11. 

)  As  Chrift  ordered  than  to  take,  and  eit, 
jnd  drink,  mmietibtdy  after  a  full  OiCil  tip- 
on  iht:  piiai  he  eUdcai’v  J  lliii 


xnftfrotioa,  not  for  bodily  refrefbment,  but 
only  for  fpiritiul  purpofe* ;  were  iuf- 

fidcfltly  anfwered  by  eating  and  drinking 
ever  fo  finall  a  q  nan  til  y,  with  an  rarriLe  of 
inch  applying  grace*  a?  wtte  dirt  {ted  to  by 
thore  aOioos  in  their  reft rente  to  the  mo 
tporal*  of  a  crucified  Saviour.  Set  t  he  i*ui<  § 
on  L**t  xvii.  rp.  And  tUU  It.Jf 

oar  to  think,  that  alar^e  qcinrirj  ot  water  if 
no  more  nereiBvy  10  than  a  foil 


tnculcl'  .uJ  v.  iot,  U  :o  ih*  LorJ1.  &pj*f* 


3*8 

t  And  betook 
fh"  p  :tikl  when 
be'  had  given 
flunks,  he  cure  ii 
to  them ;  ana  they 
ill  divide  of  ib 


34  And  btftid 
btito  them,  ThU 
»  my  Mood  df 

•ho  iiti'*  lefts  * 
ttient,  which  u 

fU  for 


1  j  Verily  1  fiy 
Onto  you,  1  wilt 
drink  »o  more  of 
the  triik  pf*  the 
Tine,  ivirtl  that 
day  thtf  t  drink 
knew  lathe  kibg- 
4bcn  of  Ooi 


AnJ  wb«i 

they  had  fuog  an 
hymn,  they  went 
out  in  UK  the 
Bwanc  of  OHy«* 


% 

47  And  Jefus 
faith  unto  them, 
AU  ye  (hall  be  of¬ 
fended  bcoaufe  of 
me  this  night  ; 
for  it  it  written, 
I  will  finite  the 
Jhephrrd*  and  the 
fhGcpjhallbefrjt- 

t»odf 


The  'Evangeltjl  -Ma'RK  parafhrafed.  Ch.  xiy. 

23  In  like  manner,  taking  a  cup  of  wine  into  his 
hand,  he  fblemnly  appropriated  it  to  the  fame  religious 
ufe,  by  another  add  refs  to  God  ■}  upon  which  he  gave  it 
to  be  handed  round,  ordering  them.  all.  to  .drink:  And 
every  one  of  them  drank  of  the  wine,  as  they  had  before 
eat  of  the  bread.  (See- the  notes  on  Luke  xzii.  20.} 

24  And,  together  with  his  delivering  the  cup,  he 
faid  to  them.  This  is  what  1  appoint  to  be  a  perpetual 
fign  and  memorial  of  my  blood,  as  fhed  for  eftablilhiiig 
the  new  covenant,  that  all  its  gracious  promises  may 
be  everiaftingly  ratified  and  fme,  amt  fur  purchafiagall 
its  b lettings,  that  as  tnanr  as  fltall  believe  in  me  may 
receive  re  million  of  Gas.  (Mat-  xxvi.  28.  fee  the  note 
there.) 

2£  I  attiiredly  tell  you,  that  after  this  time  I  will  no 
more  drink  of  the  pailovcr-cup,  nor  have  that. comme¬ 
morative  and  typical  ordinance  continue  in  my  church 
any  longer  than  till  it  be  fuperfeded  and  fulfilled  (Luke 
xxii.  16.}  by  the  great  falvation  which  I  Ihall  bring  into 
the  gofpel -kingdom  upon  my  reforreckion  from  the  dead, 
and  which  is  to  be  afterwards  commemorated  by  a  new 
tife  of  wine  in  the  fupper  I  have  -now  inftituted :  Nor 
Will  I  fo  familiarly  commune  with  you  again,  as  I  now 
do  in  this  Ncw-Teftament  ordinance,  till  we  Ihall  have 
the  moft  intimate-  fellowfhip  together  in  the  more  ex¬ 
cellent  entertainments  of  the  heavenly  ftate,  which,  for 
their  fnperior  and  always  frefh  delight,  may,  ro  the 
language  of  a  feltival,  be  called  new  wine.  (See  the 
note  on  Mat.  xxvi.  29.)  - 

26  And,  at  the  conduGon  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  Jefus 
and  his  difciples  fung  a  proper  pfelm  of  fong  of  praife 
together,  as  bad  been  cultoraary  at  the  clofe  of  the  pals- 
over ;  and  then  he  fet  out  for  the  mount  of  Olives, 
chufmg  to  retire  thither,  that  be  might  prevent  a  riot  in 
Jerufalem  on  account  of  bis  being  apprehended  by  his 
enemies,  the  time  of  which  he  knew  was  then  at  hand. 

27  While  Jefus  and  his  difciples  were  travelling  to¬ 
ward  that  mountain,  before  they  got  to  Getbfemane, 
(ver.  32.)  he  faid  unto  them,  Every  one  of  you  will  this 
very  night  be  in  a  dreadful  confirmation,  and  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  (fifcouraged  as  to  rail  away  from  me,  and  to  be 
in  great  doubt  about  my  being  tbe  Meffiah  by  reafon  of 
■the  feizure  that  will  he  made  upon  me  :  For  the  time  is 
now  come,  when  1  mull  fall  a  facrifice  to  divine  juftice , 
with  regard  to  which  God  has  fuid,  (Zee A.  xlii.  7.)  A- 

'  •wake,  O  fword,  agaivjl  my  Shepherd ,  againfi  the  man 
who  is  my  fellow  :  Smite  the  Shepherd,  and  the  Jheep  Jball 
be  fcattered. 


28  But, 


Ch.  XIV. 
ifl  Bat  after 

that  loci  rifen,  I 

wilt  go  before  you 

into  U  alike. 


The 


ftp  But  Peter 
faid  unto  hint, 
Although  allllull 
be  offended^  yet 

vitl  D<K  I* 


a8  But,  that  ye  may  not  utterly  defpalr,  I  now  tell 
you  beforehand^  1  ihall  rife  from  the  dead  for  your  ju* 
{Vacation*  (ton.  iv.  2j,)j  and)  (bon  after  that*  ye  QiaU 
fee  me  to  your  great  joy  in  Gatikef  where  I  have  oftert 
converfed  with  you,  and  whither  I  will  go  to  gather  you 
all  together  again* 

29  Hereupon  being  too  fclf- confident,  replied 

with  earaeftnefs  and  refcotment*  as  if  he  were  alhamed 
to  be  fufpe£fced  of  cool^da  or  cowardice*  Lord,  though 


jo  And  Tdfas 
laidi  onto  L'tQt 
Verily  I  tay  unco 
t)m ,  that  this 
day,  nmtiailui 
night  before  the 
mck  ow  twice, 
thou  (bait  deny 
me  thrice* 

ji  Buthefpake 

the  more  who- 
m  tatty,  in  fbonld 
die  with  thee,  I 
will  not  thee 

ininy  wife,  lithe* 

wife  aJUb  Aid  they 

all 


may  befal  thee,  and  Uke  Judas,  who  has  already  left 
ua  t»  ftumld  fcriake  thee  ;  yet  I  am  refolved,  at  all  e- 
Tents,  never  to  think  amiu  of  thee,  or  to  run  away 
from  thee. 

30  Then  Jefue  hid  to  him,  Alas,  Peter  /  qotwith- 
fending  all  this  vain  boaft,  I  aflurediywll  you,  that  this 
very  day  %  which  we  are  juft  now  entered  upon,  even,  fo 
early  as  before  the  fecond  cock-crowing  in  the  morning, 
you  will  fhamefully  thrice  deny  that  you  ever  fo  much 
as  knew  me. 

31  .But  Peter,  in  (lead  of  being  more  humble  and 
modeft  itt  this  rebuke,  grew  more  warm  and  peremptory, 
protecting,  with  an  uncommon  aiTu  ranee,  No,  fo  far 
ihall  I  be  from  doing  any  thing  like  this,  that  come  life, 
come  death,  come  what  will,  I  am  refolred  no  terrot  s 
(hall  ever  prevail  upon  me  to  difown  thee  :  And  the 
reft  of  die  dtfciples  bearing  Peter  talk  fo  bravely  as  they 
thought,  and  being  alhamed  to  be  lilent,  declared  that 
their  refolution  was  the  feme  with  his. 

31  By  this  time  they  arrived  at  Getbfemane,  which 
lay  at  the  foot  of  the  mount  of  Olives ;  where,  leaving 
eight  of  the  dtfciples- that  were  then  with  him,  he  order¬ 
ed  them  to  tarry  there  till  his  return,  whilft  he  ftiould 
retire  a  little  further  for  pfayer-in  an  adjacent  garden. 

33  Then  taking  only  Peter,  James,  and  John,  with 
him,  who  had  been  eye-witnefles  of  his  glorious  tranf* 
figuration,  that  they  might  likewife  be  lb  of  bis  terrible 
agonies }  he,  as  they  were  going  along,  .began  to  fall 
into  an  amazing,  tho*  finleft  horror,  and  to  be  heavily 
oppreffed  in  his  ipirir,  by  reafon  of  the  terrors  of  God 
which  fee  themfelves  in  array  againft  him. 

34  And,  that  tbc  three  difciples  might  take  the  more 

T  2  ‘  no* 

NOTES: 

f  It  feem,  that  by  this  time  Jujes  had  ean  with  the  evening,  anetdingte  the  Mo- 

/w  compctatioa,  which  called  the  tvtuht£ 
and  the  morning  the  fir  A  di^  £rr,  Cfw.  u 
j,  Ar*  j  and  to  that  which,  ifrir  fun-frt,  was 
Galled  this  sift/,  might  ahb  he  called  this 
j fey*  See  likewite  :he  notti  oa  Molt*  xivi* 
34,  3Bd  LkU  «ii.  34, 


jft  And  they 
cam  fo  a  place 
which  Was  named 
Gcthfcnnwl  nd 
ht&tb  tehl*  ettf- 
ripUt,5kythcref 
while  I  (ball  pray. 

j  1  And  He  u- 
Beth  with  him 
Peter,  and  James, 
and  John,  and  be¬ 
gan  to- fee  fore  fi- 
raarcd,  and  to  be 

very  heavy  j 


And  ’  faith 

an* 


anfwer 

¥  ■  •  F 

ni$  vile  contnft  with  the  lanhedelm  ;  and 

Peter  imfling  him,  vaunted,  that  though  all 
his  ftllow-apufllc*  ftiould  follow  Jmias*  ex* 
impje,  he  would  Hand  hy  his  Lord, 

|  The  in  reckoning  their  Jays,  be- 


%A° 

nn(o  duin,  My 
$«iii  is  exceeding 
tIjTro*fui  unto 
ckath  ;  uny  ye 
Here,  ami  wAHa* 


}f  And  he  pro* 
forward  *  little, 
ft ti:l  fell  on  the 
ground,  arid  pray* 
ftl,  That,  ilf  it 
were  podTob,  she 
hour  might  pais 
from  him* 

3 <5  And  he  fad, 
Abba,  Fattier,  all 
thing*  OTpuflibte 
vitfo  thee;  take 

way  this ’  flip 
from  nre  :  nncr- 
iheleft;  nor  wiittt 

1  will,  but  what 
thou  wiU* 


37  AftdJieco- 

meih,  and  fmd- 

cih  than  (lccping, 

in d  faith  unto 

Percr  ,  Simon  , 

JleeptlF  thou  ? 

mu  [deft  thou  not 

waidl  oo*  hour  t 
■ 


Watch  ye 
and  pruy,  left  ye 
cnlcr  into  tetnp- 

tetion.  The  fplm 

truly  ij  ready,  bur 
the  fklk  is  weak. 


3b  And  again 
Be  nuiK  £iviy ,  and 

.P«y- 
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notice  of  it,  he  £ud  to  them,  My  foul  is  )  fur- 

rounded  and  prefled  on  every  fide  with  unutterable  for* 
rows ;  the  diftrels  of  my  fptrit  is  like  the  agonies  of 
death,  and  will  certainly  iffue  in  it ;  Stay  ye  here,  and 
watch  with  me  and  for  yourfelves  in  this  hour’ of  great 
temptation,  whilft  1  go  a  little  further. 

35  Then  he  removed  to  a  final!  diftancc  from  them*; 
and  falling  humbly  p  reft  rate  on  the  ground,  in  the  a- 
goiiy  of  his  fpirit~  prayed  with  great  eameflnefs,  That 
it  it  might  be  confident  with  bis  Father’s  will,  and  with 
the  great  deligns  of  bis  glory  and  the  falvation  of  his 
people,  .the  terrible  fuffermgs'and  death  which  lay  before 
him  might  be  waved,  faying,- 

36  O  my  heavenly  Father,  tbou  art  able  to  do  whatso¬ 

ever  thou  knovred  is  fit  to  be  done  t  If  therefore  it  feems 
meet  to  thine  infinite  wifdora  totake  any  other  way  of 
glorifying  thyfelf  in  the  falvation  of  the  church,  with¬ 
out  my  undergoing  the  dreadful  fuffe rings  and  death 
which  I  now  begin  to  feel  in  all  their  terrbn,  my 
human  nature  cannot  but  wifh  to  efcape  them  $  never - 
thelefs,  I  freely  and  abfoiutely  fuboiit  all  its  natural  re- 
luftances  to  thy  holy  determination,  which,  con fi der¬ 
ing  -it  as  tby  will,  it  is  my  greateft  pleafure  10  comply 
with.  - 

37  Then,  returning  to  the  three  difeiples,  and  find¬ 
ing  them  all  dropped  afteep,  it  being  late  in  the  night, 
and  their  fpirirs  being,  overwhelmed  and  (lupified 
with  farrow,  {Luke  xiii.  45.)  he  gently  reproved  them, 
and  particularly  Peter,- faying,  What,  Simon,  are  you 
afleep,  who  but  juft  now  talked  at  fo  high  a  rare 
of  laying-  down  your  life  for  me,  rather  than  not 
ft  and  by  me  ?  Is  this  your  kindnefs  to  your  friend  ? 
Is  all  your  zeal  and  refolution  fo  loon  come  to  this  ? 
Could  you  not  keep  awake  for  one  hour  only,  hi  obe¬ 
dience  to  my  command,  and  to  fee  what  would  be¬ 
come  of  me  while  you  .knew  what  an  agony  I  was  in  i 

(«r-3W0. 

38  This  is  a  time  for  every  one  of  you  to  be  watch¬ 
ing  and  praying,  that  ye  may  not  be  overcome  by  the 
trying  pr-ovidenccs  and  dangers  which  now  lie  before 
yo.u.:  i  know  indeed  that  your  hearts  are  ftncerely  defi- 
rous  to  (hew  yoor  love  and  duty  to  me  1  but,  alas!  your 
natural  and  finful  infirmities  difable  you  from  doing  what 
ye  would,  unlefs  fpecial  ftrength  be  given  from  above, 
which  ye  therefore  Ihould  be  eardeftly  praying  for,  and 
watching  to  improve. 

4  39  Lord  having  thus  cautioned  and  counfellcd 
his  difeiples,  retired  a  fecond  time,  repeating  his  hum¬ 
ble 


Ch.  xiv. 

prayed,  ted  fpJre 
tb*  fame  woidi. 


40  And  whea 
be  returned,  he 

limod  then)  allcop 
again,  (for  their 
eyes  were  heavy ;) 
iieiilicr  urjll  they 
what  to  antaer 
him. 

4t  And  he  co- 
meth  the  third 
time,  aud  faith 
utUo  ifteni,  Sleep 
on  now,  and  take 
your  reft  ;  U  u 
enough,  the  hour 
is  come;  behold, 
the  Soo  of  man 
is  betrayed  imo 
the  hand*  of  fin* 
pert. 


41  Rife  up,  kt 
D£gi>{  k>,  he  that 
betnyeth  me  is  at 
hand. 


43  Ami  im  - 

mediately,  while 
be  yet  fpbke,  co- 
meth  Judas  one 
of  the  twelve,  and 
with  him  a  great 
multitude  with 
fwurds  aod  ftara, 
from  the  chief 
p  Hefts,  and  the 
Scribes,  wd  the" 
elders. 

44  And  he  that 
be  tray  cd  h  im,h&d 
given  them  a 
(okra  ,  faying , 
WJomfimrer  I 

rtJi  kite,  that 
temeta  he;  take 
him,  and  lead 

him  away  lately. 

4 j  And  as  (bon 
he  was  come  t 
he  gotih  ftraight- 
way  to  him,  and 
filth  t  Mailer  , 
mafter;  and  kite* 
cil  him. 

a6  And  they 

Uid 
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ble  ad  dr  da  in  words  of  the  fame  purport,  with  like 
fervour,  and  entire  rdignarion  to  his  Father's  will,  as 
before- 

40  And  upon  coming  foon  after  to  the  difeiplea  again, 
he  found  them  all  as  fa  ft  aficepas  at  firft;  for  they  were 
exceeding  drowfy  :  And  he  renewing  hU  rebuke,  they, 
like  per  Ions  between  fleep  and  awake,,  could  hardly  tell 
what  he  faid  to  them*  much  Ids  what  excufe  to  make 
for  themfelves,  . 

41  He  once  more  left  them  a  little  while,  to  pour  but 
his  heart  in  prayer  after  the  fame  manner;  and  when 
he  returned  the  third  time,  and  found  them  (till  afleep, 
he  laid,  My  previous  conflict  is  now  over;  and  ye  may 
fleep  on,  if  ye  will,  for  me,  who  have  no  further  occa- 
fion  for  your  wacchijigs :  I  have  given  you  Sufficient 
warnings  of  your  .danger,  and  .  there  is  now  no  time 
for  any  more  ;  For.  the  great  fufferings  I  forctftld  are 
juft  at  hand ;  £nd  ye  ffiall  immediately  fee  the  Meffialt 
treacherously  delivered  into  the  power  of  wicked  men, 
of  GsntiUs  as  well  as  Jewsp  who  are  coming  to  take  a* 
way  my- life* 

42  Get  up,  let  us  go  and  meet  the  approaching  ene¬ 
my,  from  whom  I  mu  ft  no  longer  think  to  make  my  o 
feape;  behold,. the  perfidious  wretch,  who  marches  before 
them  to  lhew  them  their  way,  and  to  give  them  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  apprehending  me,  is  this  moment  coming 
up  to  me* 

43  And  the  words  were  Scarcely  out  of  his  mouth, 
before  Judas%  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  appeared  as 
the  leader  of  a  great  number  of  officers  and  foldicrs,  who 
were  armed  with  fwords  and  other  weapons,  and  came 
by  order  of  the  fanhedrim  to  apprehend  him,  and  to 
bring  him  before  them* 

44  Now.  it  being  night,  and  the  company  being 
Grangers  to  Jefus,  .Judas  had  told  them  before~hand 
bow  they  might  certainly  difling ui/b  him  from  any  other 
that  Ihould  be  with  him*  faying,  Obfcrve  the  pcrlbn 
whom  I  fhall  advance  to  aqd  Calute  with  a  tifs  ;  he  is 
the  man  whom  ye  are  to  apprehend ;  feize  him  without 
fear  of  being  miftaken,  and  take  care  that  he  by  no 
means  make  his  efcape* 

4;  Accordingly,  as  loot)  as  Judas  had  brought  them 
to  the  place  where  Chrifl  was  with  fome  of  his  difciples, 
lie  made  up  dire£Uy  to  him,  and  add r effing  him  with  an 
air  of  uliial  friendihip  and  refpeft,  under  the  ftyleof 
Mailer,  he  diluted  him  with  a  kifs*  (See  the  note  on  ATaU 

xxvi*  49*) 

a6  Hereupon  the  officers  executed  their  commlffion 

Y  3  from 


S’. 
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'aid  their  hand* 
on  bin,  and  took 
bim. 


4T  Andooeof 
them  that  Hood 
by*  drew  a  fvord, 
<nd  fnuitt  a  Ger- 
Yint  of  the  high 
pHcft,  and  cut  oft 
hit  ur* 


4ft  And  Teftw 
anfomd  and  laid 
unto  them*  Are 
ye  came  out  u 
igaiaft  a  thief* 
with  {Words  and 
Aavvto  take 

me? 


from  the  council,  in  ieizittg  upon  him  and  binding 
him,  {/oAivxvi.  12.) ;  and  bis  time  being  then  fully 
come,  he  made  no  attempts  to  refeue  liimfdf  out  of 
their  hands.- 

47  However,  one  of  the  difciples  that  were  with 
him,  Peter  by  name,  a  rafli  hot-headed  man,  having 
a  fwdrd,  ( Luke  xiii.  35.)  immediately  drew  it,  in 
the  midft  of  furprile,  rage,  and  zeal;  and,  (hiking 
at  the  head  ''of  one  of  the  high  prielt’s  fervants, 

wounded  him  fo  far  as  to  cat  off  his  right  ear.  {John 

aviii.  10.) 

/  * 

48  Then,  after  Jcfus  had  mercifully  and  miraculoufly 
cured  the  wound,  and  reproved  Prttr  for  his  intemperate 
beat  in  offering  fucb  an  aft  of  violence  and  attempting 
to  maintain  bis  caufe  by  the  power  of  the  fword*  (Mat. 
xx vi.  52*  and  Luk*  »ii*  51*)  he  gently  and  calmly  cx- 
poftniated  with  tbofe  that  Came  to  apprehend  him,  fay¬ 
ing*  What  is  the  reafoo  of  your  coining  out  in  the 
night,  armed  againft  me*  as  if  1  were  fome  rcfolute  vil¬ 
lain,  or  public  robber*  who  muft  be  overpowered  by 
main  force  ? 

49  Ye  well  enbugh  know  that  I  never  fh mined  to  ap¬ 
pear  openly,  as  there  were  occafions,  among  you ;  1 
frequently  reforted  to  the  temple*  and  continued  preach¬ 
ing  there  every  day  ibr  fome  time  paft *  and  yet  none  of 
you  rook  me  up,  as  ye  eaGly  might  whenever  ye  would, 
if  ye  had  any  thing  to  lay  to  my  charge :  Why  then  fliould 
ye  now  come  out  in  this  private*  and  yet  hoitile  manner, 
to  apprehend  me?  But  the  time- appointed  of  God,  ani 
foretold  by  the  ancient  prophets*  for  my  fufferings  and 
death,  is  no vr  come  j  and  therefore,  that  his  council  may 
fond*  he  has  permitted  you  to  take  this  extraordinary 
courfe  againft  me. 

50  Then  all  the  difciples,  who  hut  a  little  before 
had  piotefted  that  they  would  fooner  die  with  him  than 
for  fake  him,  left  him  iii  the  power  of  his  enemies}  and 
everyone  ran  away  to  fluff  as  well  as  he  could  for  himfelf. 

51,  52.  And,  as  our  Lord  pafled  along  with  the 
company,  a  certain  young  man  f  ran  to  fee  what  was 
the  matter,  tho*  he  had  only  a  linen  cloth  upon  him  to 
cover  his  body;  And  fotne-of  the  foldicrs,  fufpefting 
him  to  be  one  of  Chrilt’s  difciples,  cutched  hold  of  the 
Cloth  to  fecure  him  }  but  (*»)  he,  leaving  the  garment 
in  their  hands,  flipped  away  from  them,  and  made  his 
efcape  naked* 

53  Now 

NOTJi- 

doe!  not  xpppear  that  he  vu  one  of  thrift1*  dilciplet ;  but  it  ftetns  by  hu  eowi 
*  wi*  either  going,  or  got  to  bed,  and  thit  out  of  curioGiy  he  nn  in  hu  Ourt  Ui 
u  the  acaiilug  of  a  hand  of  loUfctt  paHiog  by  at  tiut  time  of  jugtiu 


40  I  was  daily 
with  you  in  the 
temple,  teaching, 
tnd  ye  took  me 
not  :  hot  rhe 


ja  And  they 
ell  forfook  him, 
and  fled* 


fi  And  there 
followed  him  a 
cecujn  young 
man,  having*  li¬ 
nen  doth  caft  *- 
buvt  hi*  naked 
body  j  end  the 
young  men  laid 
hold  on  him ; 

5>  And  he  left 
the  linen  doth, 

and  fttd  from 
them  naked' 


hi 


Ch.  joy. 

37  And  ttify 
led  Jeftn  to 

the  high  prieft ; 
and  with  him 

u'Crt^fiembUftalJ 
chief  prfcfts, 
a nd  the  dSdcn, 
and  the  Jcribtt* 
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53  Now  Jefiis  being  in  cufiody  of  the  folrfiers,  they 
carried  bins  bound,  and  under  guard,  firtt  to  Annas  t 
(John  xviii.  12,  1 3.)  and  afterwards  to  tbe  houfe  of 
Caiaphasj  who 'Was  high  prieft  for  that  year;  and  there, 
tho*  it  \ras  fo  late  in  the  night,  the  council,  confiding  of 
the  chief  prtefts  and  eldcrsi  and  doctors  of  the  law,  were 
alt  aflembled  together,  waiting  for  his  being  brought 
before  them,-  that  they  might  proceed!  m  mediately  upou 
his  trial. 

54  And  Peter 3  recovering  a  lirtle  from  his  furprife, 

ventured  to  follow  him  at  a  confiderable  di (lance,  that 
he  might  not  be  obferved  j  and  getting  into  the  high 
prieft’s  houfe,  he  thru  ft  in,  like  a  tt  ranger,  among  the 
Servants,  to  warm  him  fell  at  the  fire,  hoping  to  ft  ay 
there  andifeovered  till  he  fhotild  fee  what  be  came' of  his 
Lord.  .  .  * 

55  Then  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  reft  of  the  coun* 
cil,  having  Jefus  before  them  as  their  prifoner,  and 
being  refolved  to  take  away  his  life,  ufed  all  poftihle 
methods  n>  get  fuch  depolitiuns  againft  him  as  might 

ive  a-colour  of  juftice  to  their  proceedings  in  putting 
itn  to  death ;  but  they  could  liud  none  to  anfwer  their 
purpofe. 

5 6  For  tho*  they  prevailed  with  feveral  to  bring  in 
falfe  accu fations  1  yet  they  cither  were  inconfi  (lent  w  tth 
each  other,  or  what  they  faid  did  not  amount  to  the 
charge  of  a  capital  crime  f,  that  might  afford  a  fair  pre¬ 
tence  for  thefe  unrighteous  judges  themftlves  to  pafa 
fentence  of  death  upon  him. 

57,  58.  At  length  others  were  procured,  who,  from 
a  notorious  mifeonilruflioix  offome  words  which  he  had 
dropped  relating  to  his  own  death  and  refurre&ion, 
(John  ii.  ii.)  immediately  affirmed  that  they  had  heard 
*h  We  heard  hjm  would,  and  was  able  to  deftroy  their  famous 

IninufiiwuJdf^  >  -  '  *  «  —  *  *  ■  »  1 

(troy  thif  temple 
that  ii  made  vlih 
hruidt,  and  with¬ 
in  three  days  l 
will  build  another 

muk  without 
huiuR  ** 

y  ' 

S9  Brtnrilher 
Co  did  their  u  k- 
nefs  ijrte  toge¬ 
ther* 

4o  And  tho 
high  pritft  flood 
up  in  the  mulft, 

and  dked  Jelitt* 

tying,  Aalwer- 

eft 


54  And  Peter 

fdlu^vulhim  tfv 
off*  mu  into  the 
palace  of  the  high 
{irfcft  :  unI  he  fat 
with  iht  imams, 
and  warmed  him* 
felf  u  (be  fire* 

55  And  the 
chief  pridls,  and 
all  1  he  oowiitl, 
Jought  for 

ueft  a gdo  ft  Jdbi 

to  put  him  to 
death;  tod  found 
pooe. 

jd  For  many 
bare  falfe  wifflcfi 
a'pmft  him,  but 
their  witneft  a- 
ereed  not  toge¬ 
ther. 


J7  And  there 
arofe  certain,  and 
bare  falfe  «  UGcft 

fay* 

ing 


and  (acred  temple  at  Jerufalem ,  which  was  built  by  the 
hands  of  men,  and  within  three  days  would  build  another 
without  the  help  of  any  hands.  (See  the  note  on  Mat, 
xxvi.  61.) 

59  But  falfe  and  forced  as  this  interpretation  of  his 
words  was,  thrie  witneftes  either  did  not  agree  as  to  the 
precife  meaning  of  them,  or  all  that  they  depofed  011 
this  head  did  not  come  up  to  the  charge  of  u  crime  t  for 

which  they  could  lawfully  conclude  1  hat  he  deferred  to  die. 

60  Then,  Jefus  continuing  filent  under  all  thefe  falfe 
and  frivolous  a  ecu  Cations,  the  high  pried  rufe  up -in  a 
beat,  and,  with  fcom  and  fury,'  faid  to  him,  What ! 

havv 

NOTES. 

f  Irai  tu  itrav.  They  wrre  not  equal  to  the  charge  of  a  eacitil  crime, 

\  o vit  m  nr*  Neither  lo  wa*  it  cqcil  Ui  tbe  duige  at  a  coital  aLv*c, 
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c(l  thou  nathing  ?  hare  you  nothing  to  fayon  your  own  behalf?  Or  do  you 

theft  contempt  upon  the  coun  by  ref u  Gog  to  plead  ?  What 

gagaft  thtt  l  cnfwer  is  it  poffible  for  you  to  make  to  the  things  that 

tbefe  men  witnefs  agaiqft  ypu  ?  Can  you  either  deny  or 
juflify  them  ? 

ei  Bathe hetd  tii  liut  Jcfus  knowing  the  malicious  defign  of  the 
hU  ygh  prieft  and  counfel,  and.  that  they  wanted  only  to 

thThT^I  ptOToke  him  to  fay  Comething.  which  might  give  them 
pried  «(kcJ  him,  a  handle  again  ft  him,  ftill  continued  to  make  no  reply: 
end  ftid  »n«o  Then  the  high  prielt  urged  him  again  with  greater  ve¬ 
il1”  Vlm'ft,  the  hemence,  and  with  an  air  of  religions  folemnily, 

&m  of  the’BjcA  xxvi.63.)  faying,  TeU  us  plainly,  as  in  the  prefence  of 
I'd*  God,  Art  thou  the  McflUh  of  Ijrael ,  even  the  Son  of 

the. bleifed  and  only  Potentate? 

«s*  And  Jcfus  tiz  When  a  queftion  ojf  this,  importance  was  put  with 
^’thl^fwThr  ^U(h  folemnlty  to  our  Lord,  he  thought  himfelf  called 
Son  of  mm  fn>  to  witnefs  a  good  confefiion;  and  therefore  roundly  ai¬ 
ring  on  the  right  firmed,  1  am  the  true  MefEah,  and  the  Son  of  the  Blef- 
*I*?J  of.  P"w“»  fed,  {fee  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  70.};  and  how  much 
dotv^hewn!  focveT  ye»  my  P«fent  judges,  di  {believe  it  through  the 

hardnefs  of  your  hearts,  a  time  is  coming  when  ye  {hall 
have  convincing  demonit rations  of  it,  to  your  own  con- 
fufion,  by  the  terrible  vengeance  which  I  will  ere  long 
execute  upon  this  city  and  nation  for  their  unbelief,  by 
the  powerful  and  amazing  fpread  of  my  gofpel  through 
all  the  nations  whom  ye  deipife,  and  at  laft  by  my  ap¬ 
pearing  00  a  throne  of  glory  to  judge  you  and  all  the 
.  world. 


Gj  Then  the 
H^h  ptkft  pent 
liis  clothes,  and 
faith,  Whix  need 
we  iny  further 
wrtncjTcs? 

£4  Te  hare 
Iteaid  the  bafphe- 
my  :  what  chink 
ye  ?  'And  they  nil 
Condemned  bin 
to  be  guilty  of 
detth- 


6j  And  f*Mne 
brgan  to  Jpit  on 
him,  anti  to  co¬ 
ver  Ms  face,  nod 
to.  buffet  him, 
?nd,  to  fay  unco 
him,  ftrophtrfy  ; 

end 


63  At  the  high  pr jell’s  hearing  this,  he,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  Jev/sy  rent  his  clothes,  as  a  token  of 
the  utmoft  indignation;  and,  turning  to  the  council, 
fai d,  What  occafion  have  we  to  give  ourfelves  any  fur¬ 
ther  trouhle  to  call  or  hear  any  other  evidence. 

64  Every  one  of  you  yourfelves  have  now  been  ear- 
witnefles  of  the  horrid  downright  blafphcmy  that  has  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  his  own  lips:  What  fay  ye?  Is  not  here 
fuQicicnt  caufe  to  condemn  him  to  death  ?  And  they 
impioufly  agreed,  as  with  one  confent,  that  his  fo  plain¬ 
ly  taking  to  himfelf  thefe  characters  was  a  blaphcmous 
claim,  for  which  he  deferved  to  die.  (See  the  note  on 
Mat.  xx vi,  titi.) 

65  And  no  fooner  had  they  thus  palled  fentence  a* 
gainft  him,  but  many  began  to  treat  him  with  all  man¬ 
ner  of  rudeneis,  infolcncc  and  contempt,  (fee  the  note 
pn  Mat.  xxvi.  67.) ;  Some  fpit  in  his  face;  and  others, 
blindfolding,  and  then  {hiking  him,  faid  with  a  taunt 
and  jeer.  Mow,  thou  high  pretender  to  prophecy,  tpll  us, 
Who  was  it  that  (truck  you  at  this  time,  and  who  at 

that? 


Ch.  xiv, 

»nd  the  ftrwnte 

did  ftrtfcc  him 
wUh  the  palms  vf 
tlieir  bands* 

44  AmU*?*" 
t:rvtsb«neaiMn 
tile  pdatCj  (l)Crt, 

cfflnetb  out  of  (be 
maids  of  ibe  high 

prictt  t 

4j  And  when 
fte  fiw  Peter 
war  ming-hl  ml  dft 
flit  looked  iiptti 
hmi,  and  laid. 
And  tboa  alio 
wail  with  Jefusof 
Kaiarah.  , 
oy  Sue  he  de¬ 
fied,  flying  t 
know  nott  neither 

nnderftajid  1  vthit 
■ 

eIiou  ftytli*  And 
he  vern  ooi  into 
the  podfeb;  and 
the  rock  crew* 

6f  And  ant  aid 

fiw  him.  again, 

and  bqgta  to  Ikjr 
roihrm  that  food 
by  *  This  is  00*  of 
them. 

TO  Aod  he  do¬ 
med  it  again  • 

And  a  UnTe  af* 

ter ,  ibe?  that 


flood  by  Ciid  a- 
g-in  to  Peter , 
-Suicly  thou  art 
t.'jrcf  them;  for 
thou  art  a  Gali¬ 
bin  ,  and  ihv 

lixcch  agrixih 
thereto* 

It  Bat  he  be¬ 
gan  to  curie  and 

to  (wear,  /*7«£r 

1  know  not  this 
mao  of  whom  ye 

lpelk* 

7*  And  the  Se¬ 
cond  lime  the 
cock  crew.  And 
Peter  cJtcd  to 
mind  the  word 
itm  JVfus  £nd  un¬ 
to  him.  Before 
the  cock  crow 
twice,  thou  (halt 
deny  me  thrice. 
And  whea  be 
Thought  ibeiraDf 

be  wcpL 
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that?  Ami  the .  very  Servants  themfdvcs  were  fo  hold 
and  abuGve  as  to  flap  Kim  in  the  face* 

66,  67;  hi  the  mean  while,  as  Peter  was  fitting  a* 
mong  the  fer rants  at  the  lower  end  of  the  high'pt  icft*s 
hall,  to  obferve  the  iffue  of  this  affair,  and  a she  wa* 
there '  warming  himfeif  at  the  fire,  one  of  the  high 
prieiVa  fervant-tnaids  came  up  to  the  compauy,/aoij* 
looking  bard  at  him,  thought  that  he  wa^-one  of  Chritl’a 
difeiptea;  whereupon  ihe  taxed  him  with  it,  laying,  I 
am  well  fatisfied  that  you  was  one  of  tire  .followers  of 
this  Jcfus  of  Nazareth* 

68  But  Peter ,  ttruck  with  fear,  replied  on  a  fudden, . 
It  is  falfe,  1  know  nothing  of  the  matter,’  and  cannot 
imagine  why  you  Ihoulrl  fufpeiSl  me;  2nd  thereupon, 
withdrawing  into  the  porch,  he  heard  a  cock  crow  for 
the-firft  time,*  it  being  then  about  midnight*. 

69  Some  time  after,  another  maidservant  took  notice 
of' him  again  ;  and,  turning  to  fome  of  the  by-ftanders, 
faid,  I  am  confident  this  fellow  was  one  of  the  difciple* 
of  Jefus* 

70  But  Peter  as  rathly  and  abfolutely  denied  it  as 
before.  .-And  foon  after  that,  others  in  the  company 
pre (Ted  him  further  a  third  time,  and,  warmly  infilling 
upon  it,  fajd,  Without  doubt  you  are  one  of  the  fol¬ 
lowers  of  this  Jefus,  it  is  in  vain  toxhink  of  denying  it; 
For  as  he  is  of  Galilee  *  fo  it  appears  plainly,  by  the  di¬ 
aled  you  fpcak,  that  you  are  a  Galilean . 

71  Peter  being  now  confounded  to  the  laft  degree, 
for  fear  of  being  after  all  difeovered,  hardly  knew  what 
he  fakl;  but,  rtfolvmg  to  heave  it  out  in  the  moft  likely 

'  manner  he  could,  he  fell  into  a  violent  pallion,  and  de¬ 
nied  it  a  third  time,  with  fuch  imprecations  and  oaths, 
as  no  difciple  of  Ch  rift's  could  cafily  be  fuppofed  to  ufcs 
Giytng,  with  daring  aifa  ranee,  I  am  fo  far  from  being  a 
follower  of  the  man  .you  talk  of,  that  I  never  fo  much 
as  faw  hia  face  till  now. 

72  And  immediately  after  this  third  and  moft  {hoik¬ 
ing  denial  of  his  Lord,  a  cock  crew,  it  being  then  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  which,  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence,  was  called  the  time  of  cock-crowing;  (See  the 
note  on  Mat*  xxvi.  34,)  And  Peter  inutiediately,  upon 
hearing  it,  recolleftedthe  folemn  warning  which  Chrilt 
had  given  him-  but  a  few  hours  ago,  when  he  laid.  Be¬ 
fore  the  fecond  cock  growing,  you  will  thrice  dtuy  me; 
And  in  his  refleQiotts  on  this,  and  on  hid  own  vain 
confidence  then,  and  on  his  wicked  and  fhameful  con- 
duct  fiitee,  hi&  heart  was  ready  to  huril  with  grief;  and 
he  poured  out  floods  of  penirential  tears,  in  the  bittei- 
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nefs  of  hisfpirit,  for  what  be  had' done. 

_ 

.  RECOLLECT  VO  N  S4 

:  treatment  did  the  fufieriog  Saviour  meet  with  from  the  teme, 
it  perfont '  Hu  deaYdUcipka  profcficd  to  fand  by  him  to  tbelafi 
rt,  foon  after,  they  all  forfook  him*  and  the  mod  forward  dfthem 


_  with 

it  ;  xodt  at  the  fame  time,  both  fecret  and  openenemfa  were  confpmpg  agvnft 
hte  life,  and  uniting  treachery,  tel&bobd,  and  force,  to,  deflroy  it,  But  the  righ* 
teous  fliall  be  had  tn  'everUftiag  remembrance,  white  the  memory  of  the  wicked 
fall  rot.  Chrift  loves  and  honours  them  that  lore  and  honour  him  :  He  pui  s> 
end  to  the  paflbver,  by  being  facrifioed  for  themjatid  tnlHtuted  his  laft  {Upper, a* 
a  fcaft  upon  the  facrifict »  and  as  a  perpetual  memorial  of  hi*  dying  ton  to  them. 
He  communes  with  them  as  hi*  friends,  pities  and  bears  with  their  infirmities, 
warns  them  faithfully  of  their  danger,  reproves  them  tenderly  far  their  xyeaknefics, 
concerns  liirafdf  for  their  lafoty,  and  recovers  them  from.thtir  EaJJu.  But  ah  ! 
how  often  do  their  tears  overcome  their  faith,  attdprofiunptuoos  confidences  be¬ 
tray  them  into  Iml  and  how  docs  one  iniquity  fad on  to  mother!  O  the  dread¬ 
ful  power  of  palfioa  and  tumultuous  far !  But  all  make  wtfrk  for  batter  repen¬ 
tance;  and  which  of  tbeir  hearts  would  not  reteat  and  melt,  in  refitfifon  upon 
their  fin  againft  him,  whofc  love  to  them,  was  fo  great,  that  for  tfcdr  fake*  he  ft if- 
fertd  to  the  utrooft  extremity  in  foul  and  body  with  entire  resignation  to  Us  Fa* 
”ni  J  -11  malicious  charges  of  bis  enemies,  and  patiently  eudu- 

And  yet,  to  leave  us  an  example,  be  boldly  wrtntffed 


good  confcffion,  when  hi*  own  and  his  Father’*  g! 
is  falfe  friends*  who,  7tr  das -like*  betray  him !  and 


fake*  But  wo  to 
inveterate  enemies, 

who,  like  the  council  and  their  fcrvante,  deride  and  degrade  him,  and  turn  every 
thing  again  ft  him !  He  abhors  their  treachery  and  wiefcedods ;  and  will  oneday 
give  them  dreadful  conviction  of  his  own  divine  authority,  and  of  their  obfimate 
infidelity :  Then  they,  and  not  be,  will  ftand  under  the  charge  of  bte^hemy ; 
and  it  had  been  better  for  them,  and  dperiatty  for  perfidious  apofates,  never  to 
have  been  bom* 


P. 


XV* 


C  H  A 

l 

Chriji  tt  brought  before  Pilate,  1,-14.  Is  delivered  to  be  crucified* 
and  ii‘t  hereupon  mocked  and  abufed  by  the  foldiers^  15, — 21.  h  cru¬ 
cified  and  derided  by  the  Jews,  22, — 32.  Several  prodigies  attend 
bit  death ,  33, — 38.  The  centurion  and  others  are  •witneffes  of  it% 
39, — 41.  And  Jofeph  <f  Arimathea  gives  ban  an  honourable  burial , 

41, — 47* 

Paraphrase. 

XJOW  the  Jrtuifh  fanbedrim  having  fat  up  the  great- 
ell  part  of  the  night  to  examine  Jefus,  and  agreed 
among  tbemfelvea  that  he  deferred  to  die;  they,  after  a 
fhorc  re  ceils,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat .  xxvii.  t.)  came  to¬ 
gether  in  full  afTemhly,  early  in  the  morning;  when 
the  chief  priefb,  being  mod  zealous  and  active  in  Sa¬ 
tan’s  caufe,  confulred  with  the  other  members  of  that 

^  L 

great  council  about  the  bell  method  for  cutting  him  oft; 
And  their  authority  in  matters  of  life  and  death  having 
been  very  much  funk  of  late  by  their  fubjettion  to  the 
Romans  >  (fee  the  note  on  John  xviii.31.)  they  lent  him 

bound 


Teit. 

A  ND  ft  might- 

jTV  m  »he 
SDOToingthe  chief 
priefa  mU  1  con* 
fulutioh  with  the 
dden  and  feribev, 
sod  the  whole 
cuunJcl  ,  bound 
Jdiis,  and  carried 

Mm 


I> 

Cfa.  xv. 

and  de¬ 
livered  Au*  CO 
Pilate. 


\  And  Fibre 
aflwd  b im*  Ait 
fhoo  the  king  of 
the  J«m  ?  And 
he  toiTweriotfaid 
unto  him,  Thou 
&peft  it. 


^  And  the 

chief  priHH  *** 
cufed  him  of 

nuoy  things  ; 
hot  he  aulwcred 
tiMhing. 


4  And  Plate 
aflted  him  again, 
laying*  Aruwcr- 

cAtltoujHMhing? 
bcboH  how  many 
things  they  v*+ 
reft  again  ft  tli«e. 

5  Hut  Jctus 
yet  auTwcrcd  no¬ 
thing  ;  Cut  hat  Pi¬ 
late  marvelled* 

€  Now  at  that 

Ffe*(t  he  rcltifcd 
tin  In  them  one 
firiftjtcr,  whom* 
foever  they  det 

red* 

T  And  there 

vil  o*r  Dimed 

Barabba*,  which 
lay  hound  with 
them  that  hid 
trade  int'mree  - 
tioo  with  him, 
who  hid  com  mit¬ 
red  murder  in  the 
iafhmftion. 

8  And  them uJ- 
I trade  crying  a- 
Itsod,  began  to 
defirf  Um  tt  ip  u 
he  had  ever  done 
unco  them. 

g  Bat  PiUie 
anl'wcrcd  them  > 
frying,  Will  ye 

that 
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bound  like  A  criminal!  to  Pontius  Pilate  the  governor 
of  j Tudea,  and  refolved  to  sceufe  him  as  a  feditiutis  per- 
fon  who  fet  bimfclf  up  for  king  againft  Cx/ar,  (Luke 
xxiii.  2.) 

2  And.  when  they  brought  him  before  Pilate  under 
this  charge,  .bo  put  the  plain  queftion  to  him,  faying. 
Do  you  profefs  to  be  king  of  the  J*w s  f  Art  thou  guil¬ 
ty,  or  not  guilty  ?  To  which  Jefus  replied,  Though  my 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  {John  x  36.)  as  you 
may  cafity  judge  by  the  meannds  of  my  appearance} 
y^t  there  is  a  fenfe  in  which  1  own  the  charge  :  1  really 
afn  a  ting)  as  the  nature  of  your  queftion.  fuppofes  that 
1  affirm  myfelf  to  be. 

3  In  the  mean  while  the  chief  priefts,  and  others  an- 
der  their  influence,  were  exceeding  vehemenrand  cla¬ 
morous  in  the  many  invidious  accufations  they  brought 
againft  him :  Bat  he,  knowing  it  was  to  no  purpofe  to 
reply  to  the  malicious  and  improbable  fuggeftions  of  a 
fet  of  people  who  had  before-hand  refolved  to  have  his 
blood,  abode  by  his  iifft  anfwer,  and  declined  giving 
any  other.  ‘ 

4  Then  Pilate  [poke  to  him  again,  faying,  What !  have 
you  nothing  to  plead  in  your  own  defence  againft  your 
aceufers  ?  Obferve  how  many  heinous  crimes  they  lay  to 
your  charge. 

5  But  (till  Jefus  continued  filenc,  that  he  might  not 
needlefily  exafperate  the  Jev/t,  fince  there  was  no  ap¬ 
pealing  them.  This  appeared  to  Pilate  an  unaccountable 
piece  of  condutt  on  fuch  an  occafion  j  fo  that  he  was 
perfe£tiy  amazed  atit,  not  knowing  what  our  Lord  meant 
by  it. 

6  Now  it  was  a  enftoroary  thing  for  the  Roman  go¬ 
vernor,  at  every  pafchal-feaft,  to  difeharge  one  prifoner, 
whom  the  Jews  Qiould  appoint,  in  honour  of  that  great 
memorial  of  their  own  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bon¬ 
dage. 

7  And  at  this  very  time  there  was  a  moil  notorious 
criminal  in  cuftody*  one  Barabbat ,  who  was  committed 
to  jail  for  fpiriting  up  the  mob,  and  heading  them  in  a 
feditious  riot,  in  which  they  had  been  guilty  of  murder, 
robbery,  and  other  outrages. 

8,  9,  While  therefore  the  common  people  were  im¬ 
portuning  the  governor  to  gratify  them  with  the  dll'- 
charge  of  a  prifoner,  as  he  had  always  done  nr  that 
great  feaft  ever  fince  he  came -to  the  regency  of  Judea 
Pilate,  fuppoiing  that  they  could  hardly  think  of  having 
fo  dete (table  a  wretch  as  Barabbas  fpared,  made  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  die  releafe  of  Jefus  in  preference  to  him,  faying, 

WiH 


343 

ihtt  * 
in  y fin  ihf 
of  the  Jtws  ? 

lofForh^iiew 
that  thft  chief 
prices  hvld  M- 
vticJ  hub  for  en* 

vjr.) 


t  x  Bntthe  chief 
pridW  moved  the 
p;opL:f  that  he 
jb;>4i(d  rather  VC~ 
kifrUar&btustin- 
U>  them, 

11  AndPihte 
HUVcrcd  ,  and 
laid  agm  unto 
them,  What  wiEl 
ye  then  tfcai  1 
foil  do  unto  wu 
whom  yc  call  the 
fcingofth*  Jews  ? 

13  And  they 
tried  out  a£4j^)t 
Crucify  him* 


uThtnPiUte 
£iid  unto  them. 
Why;  wlut  evil 
hath  he  done  i 
And  they  cried 
out  the  more  ex* 
cwliurfr,  Cruci¬ 
fy  him* 


1  s  And  ft  Ti* 
hi e,  willing  10 
content  the  p^o- 
jile,  releafed 
rabbit  nn  to  them, 
nod  delivered  Jc- 
Iuf,  when  he  had 
Kourj’rd  hlmt  to 
he  cruciGed. 


16  And  thefbU 
(Tttrs  led  him  a- 
viy  Into  the  hall, 
called  Prcturi'jtn  t 

and 
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Will  ye  agree  that*  in  honour  of  the  paflover*  I  feall  dif~ 
charge  thus  man*  whom  yc  fay  calls  himfclf  the  Icing  of 
the  Jirsoj* 

io+  This  the  governor  inmfclf  was  very  ddirous  of* 
if  it  might  poflifcly  be  obtained  ;  for  by  the  whole 
courfc  of  the  evidence  againlt  Jefus,  and  of  his  behavi* 
our  under  it*  Pilate  was  fully  farisfitd  in  his  own.  mind* 
that  it  was  an  envious*  unrcafonable*  and  malicious 
profecurion* 

1  e  But  no  fooner  was  this  propofol  made,  than  the 
chief  pi  iefts  urged  and  prevailed  upon  the  people  to  mfift* 
as  with  one  voice*  upon  the  difeharge  flf  Bar  abbas  him- 
felf*  in  oppolition  to  Jefus. 

1  a  At  this  Pilate^  being  extremely  troubled  and  farpri- 
fed*  replied*  Why  is  all  this  <agc  and  clamour  againft 
a  poor  inconsiderable  man*  wno  is  to  be  pitied  and  de- 
fpifed*  rather  than  feared,  on  account  of  his  pretences  to 
be  your  king,  for  which  ye  have  brought  him  before  me? 
What  would  ye  have  me  to  do  with  him,  if  1  mu  ft  not 
rcleafchim? 

■ 

13  They  anfwered  with  ftill  greater  outrage,  at  the 
inftigation.  of  the  chief  priefts  and  rulers,  .We  demand 
that  he  be  crucified;  nothing  tiiort  of  his  being  put  to 
that  ignominious  deyh  will  tatisfy  us. 

14  The  governor  being  ftill  deGrous,  if  poffibie,  to 
foften  their  temper  and  bring  him  off,  erpoftulated  with 
them  in  a  rational  way,  faying,  Why  will  nothing  Ihort 
of  this  man’s  blood  content  you?  What  crime  have  yc 
proved  upon  him,  that  by  the  Roman  law  deferves 
death,  cfpccialiv  fuch  a  cruel  and  ftiameful  death?  But 
(t.)  inilcad  of  Deing  pacified,  they  were  more  furious 
than  ever,  ami  cried  out  with  hitter  rage  and  impatience,' 
We  will  hear  of  no  favour  being  fliewn  him ;  let  him, 
without  more  ado,  be  crucified. 

15  Then  Pilate  finding  it  was  to  rio  purpofc  to  at* 
tempt  any  thing  further  to  quiet  them,  and  being  in* 
dined  rather  to  humour  them,  and  prevent  the  feditious 
tumult  which  he  was  afraid  of,  than  to  follow  his  own 
convictions  of  Chrift’s  innocency,  releafed  the  infamous 
Bar  abbas  to  them ;  and  having  before  ordered  Jefus  to 
be  fcourged  to  move  their  companion,  but  in  vain,  be 
at  length  delivered  him  up  to  be  crucified,  (bee  the  notes 
on  Mat.  xxvii.  26.) 

J  f 

16  And*  among  other  bai bar! ties,  feme  of  the  fol- 
diers  feized  him  \  and*  carrying  him  into  another 
large  room  f*  called  Pr&tariuni)  they  fummoned  the  red 

of 


NOTE* 

f  The  Prxfyr&m  was  m  ;urr  ball,  fo  oiled  from  ihc  Fr*tor*s  (a  Roman  nngiftrate)  ufitg 
to  tpw  judgment  there* 


Ch.  xt. 

vti  call  to¬ 
gether  the  whole 

band. 


xj  And  they 
clothed  him  *hn 
pupfa,  and  plat¬ 
ted  a  crown  of 
thorai,  and  pot  It 

about  bit  t&sd  ; 


t8  And  began 
to.  Mute  him  , 
Hail,  king  of  the 
Jews! 

■ 

xp  And  they 
Ooott  him  on  the 
head  with  a  refcd> 
and  did  fpit  upon 
hiio,  and  bowjng 
err  knee*,  wot- 
Ihipped  bitn> 

10  And  when 
they  bad  mocked 
him,  they  took  off 

the  purple  from 
him,  and  put  his 
own  clothes  on 
htm,  and  led  him 
oat  to  crucify 
him* 


The  EvajtgeliJl  Mark  farapbrafed .  ^49 

of  their  company  to  infult,  abufe,  and  ridicule  hiiri,  in 
mockery  of  his  claiming  kingly  power,  as  if  it  were 
only  to  be  laughed  at.  (bee  the  notes  on  Mat,  xxvii. 

i6*  1 >)  ... 

17  And  .tbU  they  did  in  the  following  fcornful  man-, 
ner;  Therput  upon  him  a  %  garment  of  iucb  a  colour  as 
referablea  that  of  royal  robes 5  and  having  made  a  crown 
of  thorns,  they  dapped  it  upon  his  head,  putting  alfo  a 
reed  or  hollow  cane  into  his  hand  for  a  fhun  Iccptrc, 
(Mat.  rxvii.  29.} 

18  And  when  they  had  thus  difguifed  him  with  the 
ridiculous  mimickry  of  a  prince,  they,  to  make  further 
(port,  accofted  him  with  a  jeer,  faying.  All  happinefs 
attend  the  ki  ng  of  the  Jews* 

19 -Then  taking  the  cane  out  of  his  hand,  they  bar- 
bar  oully  fmote  him  with  it  upon  the  had ;  and  l  com- 
fully  fpit  at  him,  of  whom  it  was  prop  belied,  that  be  bid 
net  hit  face from  /pitting,  (Ifa.  1. 6.) ;  and,  in  a  ludicrous 
way,  they  dropped  down  on  their  knees  before  him,  as 
if  they  were  paying  homage  to  him. 

20  And  when  they  had  treated  him  with  all  this  con¬ 
tempt,  they  plucked  olF  the  mock  robe,  and  put  upon 
him  his  own  clothes  again  j  and,  after  all  this,  they 
guarded  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  to  which  he 
went,  carrying  his  crofs  on  his  (houldcr,  in  order  to 
his  being  crucified.  (See  ' the  note  on  Matth,  xrvii. 

3*0 


it  And  they 
Kinpd  one  Si¬ 
mon  a  Cyreniui, 
who  juded  by, 
earning  of  cne 
country,  the  fa- 
(tier  of  Alexan¬ 
der  and  Rotas,  to 
bear  bis  crofs* 

b 

11  And  they 
bring  him  onto 
the  place  GoJgo* 
tha,  which  if,  »• 
ingTbterpmcd , 
the  place  of  oikolL 


13  And  they 
gwe him  to  drink, 
wine  mingled 
with  myrrh;  but 

h* 


31  And,  as  they  were  paffing  along,  a  certain  'man 
came  iff  their  way  from  the  country,  whole  name  was 
Simon  of  Cyrene,  and  who  was  the  father  of  Alexander 
and  Rufus,  two  men  well  known  in  thole  parts ;  and 
as  there  was  danger  of  'Jefus’s  fainting  under  the  hur- 
den  of  the  crofs,  they  forced  this  man  to  take  it  up  and 
carry  it.  (See  the  note  on  R(at.  ixviL  32.) 

32  In  this  manner  they  conduced  him  to  the  place 
of -execution,  a  little  way  without  the  gates  of  Jerufa * 
lem,  where  they  ufed  to  put  criminals  to  death,  ;uul 
therefore  called  it  Golgotha,  the  meaning  of  which  word 
is,  place  (fa  fitill.  (See  the  note  on  Matth,  xxvii. 

^3- 

23  Ana  as  (bon  as  they  arrived  thither,  they,  like 
enemies  that  would  ufe  him  with  all  poffible  indignity 
and  inhumanity,  offered  him  a  draught  of  four  wine 
mixed  with  a  bitter  ingredient  f,  inflow!  of  the  itupifv* 


NOTES. 


|  As  ray ft!  robes  were  u fully  purple  *td 
fturlet,  ttu  caLuir  of  ibis  garment,  which  wdi 
probably  one  of  ihc  r»ldien\  is  hcreuid  hi 
J:bg  ilx,  *,  exyr.flei  bj  ;hc  foil,  *itJ  in 


Mat/*  iivh.  iff.  hy  the  ;  and  •xtzr?  toM, 
tlut  the  T/rlatt  purpie  was  co;  very  JiJ^rVijc 
from  fcftiiu. 

t  L*r  C-rfv  :!ih;ka  i]|Jt 
^  ■ 


$5® 

lie  received  it  not* 


14  And  vhen 
they  had  crucified 
lfim,  they  p tried 
hi*  garments , 
tailing  tots  upon 
them,  wfctt  every 
yv*w  fly^ntd  take* 


And  it  was 
the  third  hour; 
and  they  Gratified 

him. 

*6  Aftd'hcru- 
pcrfcnptionafhii 
■crafttioci  was 
written  over  t 

THE  KINO  OF 
THE  JEWS* 


if  And  with 
ham  they  crucify 
rwo  thieves ;  the 
one  on  his  right 
hand,  and  thco* 

tiier  oq  hu  Left. 

*8  And  the 
fnipeure  was  ful¬ 
filled  which  faith, 

■'Andhewasmim- 
hned  *Jth  the 

truigrefior*. 


*  p  And  they 
that  pafled  by, 
railed  on  him, 

wag- 


The  EvangeUfl  Mark  parapbrafed \  Ch.  xv. 

ing  potion  which  ufed  t»  be  given  to  perfons  juft  before 
they  were  crucified  that  rhey  might  be  the  Iefs  fen* 
fible  of  their  pain  j  but  Jcfus  tailing  it,  refufed  to  drink 

it.  i 

24  And  when  they  were  about  to  crucify  him,  («■«*■ 
f  twamf  a  vie*  )  they  ftnpped  him  of  hia  clothes  •,  fome  of 
which  the  fold  ten,  who  were  hi)  immediate  executioners 
and  claimed  them  as  their  fee,  divided  into  four  parts, 

that  each  of  them  might  have  one,  (Jokniix.  33.) :  And 
they  call  lots  to  determine  who  Iboakl  have  a  particular 
garment,  being  loth  to  divide  it  becaufe  was  all  of  one 
piece  without  any  feam$  God- allb  herein  over* ruling 
their  minds  to  fulfil  that  remarkable,  prophecy  of  the 
Mefftah,  faying,  (P/al.  xxii.  18.)  They  parted  my  gar - 
mtnts  among  them,  and  cafi  lots  upon  my  vejiofe. 

25  Now  the  time  of  day  at  which  they  nailed  his 
hands  and  feet  to  the  crofs  was  within  the  com  pa  Is  of 
what  the  Jewt  call  the  third  hour  +. 

26  And,  according  to  the  Roman  cuftom,  they,  by 
Pilate's  order,  fixed  a  writing  over  Ch  rift’s  head, 
in  large  capita]  letters,  which,  contrary  to  their 

fign  ot  reproach,  declared  him.  to  be,  what  he  really 
was  in  a  high  and  glorious  fenfe,  The  king  sf  toe 
Jew. 

27  They  Itltewife,  to  put  the  greater  odium  upon 
him,  crucified  him  in  company  with  two  robbers  j  pJa* 
cing  all  three  in  a  row,  one  on  each  fide,  and  Jefus  in 
the  middle,  as  if  he  had  been  a  more  notorious  crimi¬ 
nal  than  either  of  the  other  fuffeiers. 

28  And  fo  they  were  over-ruled,  by  the  providence 
of  God,  to  fulfil  another  ancient  propaecy  of  the  Mtf- 
fiah’s  being  numbered  with  tran/grejfartt  (ICi.  iiii.  12.); 
which  intimated,  that  though  he  was'  perfe&ly  inno¬ 
cent  in  himfelf,  yet  he  flood  in  the  eye  of  the  law  as  an 
offender  whilft  be  bore  his  people’s  fins. 

29  Moreover,  the  very  p  iff:  tigers  on  the  road,  con¬ 
trary  to  all  rules  of  humanity  and  decency,  in  felted 
and  reviled  him  in  a  hlafphenjous  manner, 

and 


K  O  T  E  S. 

«0  )>  nM  to  (jgirify  the  potion  given  f  TU  third  hour  ii  to  h*  unJetftood,  «- 
Jctas  in  contempt,  o f  the  rad  cording  to  the  Je-anjk  oompuutum,  for  our 

ivttufTtrfutec*  Dr  Ughficti  on  Matt,  xxvh.  nice  o’clock,  soil  onwxrrfe  to  tuclre.;  bat  the 
J4*  alfo  of  the  kii»c  opinion ;  Adding,  Jucth  hour,  at  which  if  ii  Aid  (JBiw  six.  14-) 
tbsa  ibefe  words  (<cm  to  relate  to  the  cufttNn  Pilettt  piled  ftnrenct  ajplnft  Qirill,  is  10  be 
of  the  nation,  -and  thole  of  MW/Afxfr  to  the  taken,  according  to  the  viyvf  tee¬ 

thing  W  it  v«  rc.iliy  HVtL  Other  meihruis  honing,  for  our  fix  o*dnck  in  the  morning, 
of  reconciba^thctwocyjiniaeiiils,^  that  gfWhd  being  written  after  the  deftmc- 

word  uied  MalL  xxvit  fignifie«  wrnj-  tion  of  JtmJvUm.  And  fiv  thnt  is  an  eiA 
Wfld,  or  any  iirtd  of  bluer  poifftn-'ut  mix-  agreement  between  tlicfc  t™  icromtti  of 
tare,  as  weUiS £■*//,  m^y  be  foo  in  Hartmtttd  ChriA't  crodcm  nation  and  cruciftsioiw 
and  J r&ltty  oa  vizi  pUce,  ^ 


Ch.  xv. 

wgging  tbdt 
hra,  and  fry¬ 
ing  T  Ah*  ttoa 

that  dcfliDjcft 
the  tempi*,  ind 
buildeft  ff  in  three 
d»y<; 

30  SawtKylclf^ 

ami  come  4qvq 
from  thccrtds, 

ji  Lihtwifra)- 
fo  tbt  chief  pnefts 
mocking^  raid  a* 
onhg  tteroftho 
with  the  Scribes, 
He  freed  rthen* 

hlcnfrJf  be  cinoot 
frve. 


*Tbt  Eva  nge  lift  Mark  parapbrafed. 


35' 


j*  Lee  Chrift 

tli*  king  o t  Ifrad 
defend  txtw  fnim 
fcbt  cicfr,  ftatve 
nay  ics  wd  be- 

Mere*  And  ilwy 
Hut  were  cruci¬ 
fied  wrftfcJiUDt  re* 

filed  him. 


]t  And  when 
the  Utah  hour  vtu 
come,  there  was 
dartaefr  over  the 
whole  Uod,  until 
the  eimit  hour. 


-  r 


34  And  at  the 

miuh  hour  Jefus 

cried  wkh  *  iood 
▼wte,  fiyiag,  B- 
loi,  dn,.|uni  fr> 
baduluiu  i  which 
ii,  being  iotoprn- 

Kd,  My  (fed,  my 
God,  why  baR 
lion  fort  taunt? 


}5  AM  fame 
of  then  that  flood 
by  ,  wben  they 
IwM  *,  IsttL  Be- 
b<Ai,  bt  calltth 

Hus. 


and  fliakihg  their  beads,  with  an  air  of  fcornful  triumph* 
cried  out*  Aka*  £0  we  would  have  it :  What  are  all  your 
high  pretences  come  to  at  latl !  You*  who  once  talked 
big*  as  if  you  could  even  demolifh  our  magnificent 
temple*-  ana  rebuild  it  within  the  fpace  of  three  days* 
what  lay  you  now? 

30  Come*  let  us  fee  what  you  can  do  in  the  time 
of  your  own  extremity  ;  deliver  yourfelf  from  fortunes 
and  death,  quit  the  croft,  and  come  hither,  if  ye  can. 

31  After  the  fame  manner  the  chief  priefts*  the  doc¬ 
tors  of  the  law*  and  the  elders  themfelvw,  {Mat.  xxvii. 
41*)  .thole  eedefiaftical  fenators,  notwith Handing  their 
age  and  gravity*  impioufly  derided  him,  faying  one  to 
another*  We  have  him  fafe  enough  now :  lie  fet  up 
for  a  faviour  of  others;  hut  alas*  poor  wretch-!  -it  13 
plain  that  be  is  a  vile  impoftot*  utterly  unable  to  lave 
himfelf  from  his  own  approaching  death. 

31  Let  him  make  good  his  pretences  of  being  If- 
reefs  Meffiah,  if  he  can  *  let  him  now  give  us  a  proof 
of  hts  boafted  power*  by  quitting  the  crols  and  co¬ 
ming-down  to  us*  that  we  may  fee  caufe  to  believe  in 
him:  (See  the  dotes  on  Matth.  xxvii.  41.  and  Luke 
xxiit.35.)  Yea*  fo  general  and  violent  was  the  run 
upon  him,  that  even  one  of  the  crucified  thieves 
tbemfelyes  threw  out  the  molt  fpheful  and  reproachful 
words  agunft  him.  (See  the  note  on  Matt,  xxvii.  44.) 
.  33  Now  after  Jefus  had  hung  on  the  croft  about  three 
hours*  there  began  to  be  at  noon*  or  die  filth  hour  of 
the  day*  according  to  the  Jrwt  way  of  reckoning*  fach 
a  miraculous  darkneft  as  deprived  the  earth  of  the  light 
of  the  fun*  and  continued  till  three  in  the  afternoon, 
which*  in  their  computation*  b  the  ninth  hour.  (See 
die  note  an  Matt.  xxvii.  45.) 

34  And  about  three  o'clock,  Jefus*  in  the  midft  of 
terrible  agony  and  diftrefs,  cried  out*  with  a  ftrong 
and  mournful  voice*  Eloit  Eloi,  Lana  fabachthani  t  the 
meaning  of  which,  in  the  mixed  language  then  com¬ 
monly  Tpoken  and  well  under  flood,  is*  My  God,  my 
Cody  wby  baft  thou  for  Jake n  met  He  thereby  claiming 
God  as  his  God ;  and  yet  lamenting  his  Father's  with¬ 
drawing  all  tokens  of  bis  love*  and  dealing  with  him 

as  if  be  were,  an  enemy,  wbilft  he  was  hearing  our  Jins 

m  bis  own  body  dqa  the  tree *  (1  Pet.  ii.  23.) 

35  As  foon  as  he  bad  uttered  thefe  words*  fome  of 
the  Handcrs-by  who  heard  them*  but  either  did  not 
diftineuifh  them  from  other  words  of  a  like  found* 

wilfully  perverted  them,  faid*  See  how  he  13  put  to 
he  cries  out  for  Ellas  ro  appear  and  deliver  him. 

3 <5  And 


or 

ft» 


I-  m 

J53  Tfo  Evangelift  Mark  faraphrafed.  Oh.  xv. 

3*  AoJonerwi,  36  And  immediateHrone  of  them  dipping  a  fpunge 

uid filled *fp«ni*  jn  viugmj  fattened  it'  Up6n  the  top  of  a  reed  long  e- 
and  put  rrcua  nough  to  reach  up  co  his  mouth;  and  offered  that,  lnftead 
reed,  and  gave  of  a  comfortable  cordial,  for  him  to  fuck  it,  (fee  the 
h»n  to  drink  .fry-  note  on  John  xix.  29.};  \Vhilftr  Others  faid,  fie  quiet  j 
ufw  fa  whether  let  him  take  bis  own  courfe;  Te  bear  he  calls  for  Elias, 
Elias  «all  come  and  he  may  call  long  enough  before  that  prophet  cornea 
totifechundowR.  j0  help  hint ;  let  us  fee  what  intfcreft  he  has  in  heaven, 

and  whether  Elias  will  appkar  to  fare  him  from  death, 
or  not.  '  '  ' 


jt  And1  left* 
cried  with  1™ 
'voice*  and  ga« 
up  the  ghoft* 


39  And  the  v»l 
of  the  tcropk 
waarcutin  twain, 
from  the  top  to 
ihc  bottom. 


3$  And  vhen 
tSi? '  centurion  , 
which  flood  om 
stgrinfl  him.  Jaw 
chit  h t  To  cried 
Mit,  gave  up 
trughoft*  hefitd. 
Truly  this  nan 

Vfj  the  Son  of 
God*- 


40.  There  were 
alfo  u  oroeu  look¬ 
ing  on  afar  o(Ti 
among  whnnvws 
Mi  tj  Magtbl tnct 
and  Mary  the  mo¬ 
ther  of  Jime&the 
lefs  and  of  Ju&s, 
find  Salome  ; 

41  Who  ibb* 
when  he  was  'in 
Galilee,  followed 
him,  and  mini- 
llcred  unto  Mm  ; 


37  Thjii  Jefus  commended  his  fpirit  into  his  Fathers 
hand,  not  with  a  languid  tone  like  dying  perions  in 
whom  nature  is  fpent,  but  with  a  loud  voice}  and, 
whitft  he  was  yet  fpeaking,  he  breathed  out  Bis  holy 
foul,  as  one  who  freely  laid  down  his  life  of  himfelf. 
(See  the  note  on  Mat.  xxvii.  50.) 

38  And  at  this  very  iuftant  the  vail,  which  hung 
between  the  court  of  the  priefts  ami  the  holy  of 
holies,  was  miraculouily  torn  afunder  from  top  to 
bottom}  intimating,  ■  that  Qod  would  no  .longerdwcli 
in  that  holy  place ;  that  the  ceremonial  law. was  then 
abolifhed  j  that  all  its  myfteiics  were  Iaif.qpeD,  apd 
its  tvpcs  fulfilled  $  and  that  both  Jews  and  Gent  tits 
might  have  free  aoccfs  into  the  holieft  of  all,  evfHTica- 
ven  itfejf,  by  the  blood  of  Jefus And  fcveral  other 
fu  rprifi ng  wonders' attended  this,  as  fupematural  and 
awful  alterations  to  the  dying  Saviour.  {Mat.  xxvii. 

51*  5*-) 

39  So  that  the  Homan  captain  -of  the  band  that  were 
ordered  to  fee  to  the  execution,  was  (truck  with  aftonHh* 
raent,  when  he  obferved,-  among  other  things,  the  tin* 
common  manner  of  ChrifPs  exprefling  bimfelf  with  bis 
expiring  breath  }  and  coiild  not  help  faying,  Undoubted* 
ly  this  was  no  other  ^ban  the  Son  of  God,  not  with* 
(rending  all  the  cruelty  and  reproach  tie  has  undergone 
for  averting  it :  And  the  foldiers,  falling  under  the  like 
conviction,  laid  the  fame  concerning  him*  {Mat. 

XXVIU54.)  ^ 

40  There  were  like  wife  federal  women  (landing  at  a 
diftance' witbin  fight  of  the  ends  to  obferve  all  that  paf* 
fed }  fome  of  which  were  Marj  Magdalene,  with  another 
Mary  who  was  the  mother  of  James  the  left  (fee  the 
note  on  Mat.  xxvii.  56.)  and  of  Jo/est  and  a  third  wo¬ 
man  named  Salome. 

4 1  Thefe,  though  of  the  timorous  fex,  where  his  feft 
friends  to  the  laft}  who  had  alfo  accompanied  him  be¬ 
fore,  and  fupplied  him  with  neceflartes  at  their  own  ex¬ 
pence,  in  bi*  jour  itcyings  tiro*  Galilee  .•  And,  together 

with 


Oh  .  £Y* 

J 

and  Aittyxrtlitr 
wometa '  ivlutbl 
«mt  np  uritb  hid) 
uam  Jcrtt&fcm. 

41  Apd,  now 
when  difc  even 
was  come,  ^bc*. 
raiifr  ft  w»  the 
pnpontToa,  .tbit 
is,  the  dty  before 
tbc  fibhti n,> 

4]  jdfeph 
Arimtthe*  t  *tt 
honoonbk  dren- 
i*dkt|  wftUA  aftb 
wafted  for  ike 
Jtmfdeta  of  God*  ■ 
nunc,  tad  went 

in  boldJf  unto  Pi- * 
Lice,  and  mved 
the  body  of  JrfaK 
44  And  iNteo 
fnarveUed  if  'bt. 
werealiudydead: 
and'  calling,  onto 
him  tk  dSkCb- 
iion,heaririidhjift 
whether  tie  had 
been  ur  wbiU 

-  W 

death 

4f  And^wben 
he  knew  tT  of  the 

cettnribDjhtga 

the  body  to  Jo* 
fcph* 

4$  ABd  ho 
kogbtbktbKt), 

tod  took  Wm 
down,  and  wrap¬ 
ped  him  In  thd 
Shferif  end  Uid 
him  In  ifcpvldu*  - 
which  was  hewn 
not  of  a  i4d  . 
ibd  Mfcd  4  Atoc 
ukd  the  door  of 
the  fcpnkhrQ. 

4T~  Aqd  Mary 

ttifcdifov  add 
mother 
of  Jo fa,  beheld 
wbtrehivuliid. 


The  Evditgeftjl  Mark  para. 
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wfthfbde>  there  %eri  many  other  worn  eh,  vffioj  having 
attended  him  -when  he  went  up  to  Jrnifntem,  followed, 
him  to. the  pfaceof  execution,  and  were  fpedtatprs.of  the 
tragical  fetftoe; 

4a j  43.  Now,.  After  all  thefe  things,  the  evening 
came  on  :  And  then,  becanfe  the  next  day  was  the  (abT 
hath,  in  which  no  work  could  be  lawfully  done,  Jofepb 
of  Jrigiathea,  a  nan  of  great  reputation,  riches,  and 
honour,*  Who  believed  in  Chrift,  and  expefttd  that.his 
kingdom  would  foon  appear  in  its  glory,  battened  away 
tb  Pilate ;  and  begged  the  liberty  of  taking  down  the' 
body  of  Jefus,  that  be  might  give  it  an  honourable  bu¬ 
rial,  inftead  of  its  being  interred  in  an  ignominious 
lUahner  with  the  bodies  of  the  other  faialefa&ors.  (See 
.note  on  Luke  xxiii.  50,  ji.) 

44  Pilate,  bearing  .this  requeft,  was  am  aied  to  think 
thft  but  Lord  lhould  expire  vt  foon,  and  could  not  tell 
how  to  believe  it :  But,  fending  for  the  captain  of  the 
foldiers  that  were  fet  to  guard  the  crofs,  he  inquired  of 
him,  'Whether  Jefus  were  really  dead,  and  hoar  long 
he  had  been  fo. . 

43  And  the  centurion  having  allured  him,  to  his  full 
fao&Fa&ion,  that  they,  had  certain  prttof  of  bis  being 
dead,  {John  xlx.  33,  34.}  the  governor, granted  Jofcptfi 
petition,  and  gate  order  that  Chrifl’s  body  lhouid  he 
delivered  to  him.  -  ~  _ 

46*  Then  Jofepb  went  and  bought  lb  me  fine  linen  fit 
for  his  purpofe,  And,  returning  u>  Colgbtha,  took  down 
the  body  frOtn  the  crofe  j  and  winding  the  linen  about 
it,  according  to'  the  fcuftom  of  the  Jews,  fie  buried  it  ill 
a  new  fepuithre^  which  was  a  cave  cut  in  a  rock,  and 
prepared  for  bimfelf  to  lie  in ;  and  having  depofited' 
Chrifft  bbdythere,  he  placed  a  great  ftoneat  the  mouth 
of  the  fepiilchre  to  tod  oft  it*  and  prevent  any  farther 
inhuman  ufage  of  the  precious  rerrt&ins.  '  .  . 

47  And  Maty  Magdalene  $  with  the  other  Mary  the 
mother  ofJty>/,  like  true  mourners,  followed  the  corpfe 
to  itslhtermeiit,  and  took  particular  notice  of  the  fepcl- 
ebrt  ijj  which  it  Was  laid,  and  of  the  ftate  of  things  there* 


RECOLLECTIONS; 

How  Blocking  is  it  to  think,.  that theft  tbould  ever  be  foch  perreHoieft,  oML 
nacy,  and  inhumanity,'  in  the  heart  ,  of  man,  gs  were  found  among  the  high* 
pri«U,  pcfpulace.  and  foldiers,  agaioft  fo  innocent,  meek,  and  divine  a  perfon,  as 
oufolfcJIrd  Lord!  Strange,  that  loud  Hejaniuts  Ihoiiid  be  fo  Run  changed  into 
Crucify  blur,  tftttify  him  ;  and  that  PUate  coiilddare  to  aft  to  dircftly  contrary 
to  the  oonviftions  of  his  own  cocfcieoce  in  condemning  him !  And  O  HoW  Biul; 
liptidS  And  dtftreffing  vetethe  fullering*  of  our  dear  Saviour !  After  be  had  be-.-n 
bunfled  about  and  abufed  all  night,  how  was  he  hurried  away  to  the  judgment* 
i.atl,  and  made  a  public  fpr&ade  early  in  the  morning!  With  what  rancour  did 
tfce  barbarous  crew  reft  out  sgaiult  him !  I  low  was  the  rile?;  of  maldfaftors  pro* 

Vox. 1.  .  J  Z 
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feircd  befV/rr  him  I  Wt*at  ad  infamous  ami  unrighteout  frnteoce  was  it  that  paflVd 
upon  him !  W  ith  what  contempt  and  crudty  was  he  treated,  before  he  came  to  hia 
crofs,  and  alt  the  while  he  was  hanging  upon  it !  And  who  knows  thedifirefi  that 
h  e  underwent  iji  his  body,  at  id  the  ft  ill  greater  anguifii  of  foul  that  he  felt  under  the 
for£ikinj*$  of  Ills  Father  and  his  God  l  Oh  the  aftoni/hing  patience  and  love  of  the 
dyinj:  Redeemer,  that  he  would  lilently  and  willingly  undergo  all  this,  in  the  room 
and  ftead  of  fimiers,  and  he  contented  to  be  numbered  with  tran%reffbri!  "With 
what  holy  bnivciy  did  he  oivq  hits  true  character*  whatfoever  ft  might  coft  him  I 
How  cairn  was  he  under  all  injurious  ACcu&tiona  and  affronts  !  and  how  was  he 
led,  as  a  iheep  to  the  flaughter!  What  dear  accom^liilimenU  were  there  b  him 
of  ancient  prophecies  concerning  the  MdOah  in  bis  fullering  changer  1  And 
wbat  honourable  fit  monies  were  given  to  him,  amkjft  all  his  dfigtace,  by  the 
prodigjta  that  appeared  at  his  death ;  by  Pilate,  who  bore  witnds  to  Urn  as  an 
innocent  perfon  and  as  the  king  of  the  Jrws ;  by  the  ctntllrion,  who  wn  forced 
to  own  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God;  by  Jtfeph  of  Arimathea,  who  gave  him  x 
ivputtblc  burial ;  and  by  the  good  women,  whole  lore  carried  them  above  their 
fears  of  danger,  that  they  might  be  eyr-witnefTcsof  all  that  pa  fled  j  and  teftify 
nffi-Ci  o-wte  refpcdtto  him  in  a  defigned  embaimentl  And  boatman » e  fafficienUy 
love  ♦  nd  honour  him,  who  thus  amazingly  loved  us* .and  £1  for  us ! 


CHAP*  XVI- 

r"  ' 

Ail  angel  tells  three  wemen  cf  the  refurteftbn  of  Chrifi ,  i,-^8.  fe/us 
himfelf  appears  to  Mary  Magdalene,  9,-11.;  to  two  cf  hit  difct - 
plciy  i2,  13.;  and  then  to  she  afojtks  ait  together,  14.  He  fends 
them  forth  to  preach  the  gofpef,  1 5*— 1 8* ;  and qfeends  into  heaven, 
19,  20* 

Tl'Ht* 

AND  when 
thHjbbaeh 
*a S  p ift,  Mary 
Miig<Ulcuc,  and 
Mny  the  ir&thitr 
of  James*  and  Sa- 
Ionic,  h^d  bought 
iVeafpicrt,  that 
they  might  come 
And  anoint  him. 

a  And  very  ear¬ 
ly  111  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  firft  tfdj 
of  the  week,  they 
auirvnto  the  fi> 
puldire,  at  the  ri- 
«ng  of  the  fun* 
jAndtheyfiid 
among  them  - 
frivts,  Who  Iball 
roll  04  away  the 
ftone  from  the 
ddor  of  the  fepuU 
chre  ? 

j 

4  (And  when 
they  looked, they 
fjw  that  the  ftoiie 

vu  rolled  away :) 

for  j  it  was  very 


m 

Paraphrase. 

XjOW  after  the  fabbath  was  paft,  in  the  dawn  of  the 
'  morning,  {Mitt.  xxviii*  i.)  which  was  the  entrance 
on  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  week,  Mary  Magdalene^  and  the 
other  Mary  wno  was  the  mother  of  James  tbe  left  and 
of  Jsfet,  and  Salome  the  mother  of  Zebedef  s  children, 
haftened  away  to  the  fepuichre ;  which  they  reached  by 
fun -riling :  And,  having  bought  proper  ingredients, 
they  came  with  a  defign  of  (edifying  tneir  refpe£t,  by 
embaftning  the  body  of  Jefus  ;  their  faith  failing  with 
regard  to  his  refurre£Hon,  which  he  had  once  and  again 
foretold  whilft  he  was  ytft  with  them* 

3, 4.  And,  as  they  Were  going,  they  were  perplexed 
in  their  minds  about  getting  the  great  Hone  removed, 
which  they  ohfenred  (chap,  xv,  46,  47,)  Jofipb  of  Ari~ 
mathea  had  laid  at  the  opening  of  the  fepuichre  to  flop 
it  up  i  for  the  Hone,  was  fo  large,  that  they  feared  they 
fhould  not  be  able  of  them  (elves  to  Air  it  f :  But  upon 
coining  to  the  place,  they  found,  to  their  great  amaze* 
inent,  that  the  ftone  was  by  fomc  means  or  other  already 
removed ;  fo  that  the  pa£age  was  quite  clear. 


great. 

N  o 

t  1*  feems  they  knew  nothing  of  the  watch 
thm  was  fet  to  gu^rd  the  upnJchrc,  cr  of 
frafrtg  the  ftooe,  whirii  were  douc  oa  the 


C  And 

T  K. 

faWraih^day,  Moth  xsv\u  6%f — 64, ;  and 
therefore  they  had  no  apprcbcofioes  gf  dif¬ 
ficult)  frock  thence. 
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5  And  enter¬ 
ing  Upoiheftpvl- 
core,  they  fiv  a 
young  man  fit¬ 
ting,  on  the  right 
ilfltj  clothed  in  a 
long  white  gar¬ 
ment;  and  they 
were  affrighted. 

0  And  be  frith 
unto  them.  Be  not 

affrighted;  ye  feet 

jduiofNuarrtli, 
which  waaemci- 
fied  :^tw  is  rifra; 
he  jS'dot  here ; 
hdiald  the  place 
whrtr  they  bid 
him. 


T  But  go  your 

war,  tcU  bis  dif- 
ciplu,  and  Peter, 
thu  begoeeb  be¬ 
fore  you  imoGa- 
IHce:  there  (ball 
ye  fee  him,  m  be 
laid  utuo  jwu-  ■ 


B  And.  they 
went  out  quick¬ 
ly*  and  Bed  from 
thefepubhre;  for 
they  trembled  * 
and  were  sum- 
zed:  neither  bid 
they  say  thing  to 
any  man  :  for  they 
were  afraid*  . 

9  Now  when 
was  ri&Q 
early,  the  firrt  4*y 
of  the  week,  he 
appeared  firft  to 
Mary  Magdalene, 
out  of  whom  he 

hid  cifl  (even  dc- 
viu. 


5  And,  J  going  into  the  fepuJehrc,  they  faw  qne 
angel,  and  afterwards  another  with  him,  {Lukd  xxiv* 
4*)  in  the  fikenefs  of  a  young  man,  clothed  with  a  long 
garment,  which  was  exceeding  bright  and  fhining ;  and 
they  were  ftruckwith  great  confulion  and  fear  at  this 
uoexpe&ed  and  furprifing  light,  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  meaning  of  it*  - 

6  Then  the  angel  fpokc  kindly  to  them,  faying,  Do 
not  be  dj  fc  oil  raged,  or  aj>prehcnd  dm  any  evil  has  be¬ 
fallen  your  Lord>‘or  {hail  come  to  you  :  I  know  that, 
in  the  fincerky  and  fervour  of  your  affc&ion,  ye  are 
come  to  feet  after  the  Saviour,  who  was  commonly 
known  by  the  name  of  Jefus  of  Nazarcthy  and  was  the 
other  day  crucified:  I  tell  you,  for  your  comfort,  he  is 
rifen,  and  is  no  longer  to  be  found  among  thfijlead; 
obferve  the  place  where  bis  body  was  laid,  and  do  not 
give  way  to -any  further  fears.*. 

7  But  go  to  bis  apoftlcs;  and  particularly  to  Pettr , 
who  moll  of  all  needs  a  word  of  comfort  under  his  bitter 
anguifh  of  fptrir  on  account  of  his  late  denial  of  hia 
Lord  :  _Let  him,  with  the  red  of  them,  know  what  yc 
yourfefves  have  now  fecn  and  heard  -y  and  tell  them  for 
their  further  fati&faflion,  that,  before  they  can  get  into 
Gaiilcty  Jefus  will  be  there,  ready  to  ihew  himfclf  alive 
to  them,  according  to  what  he  proiniftd  a  little  before 
bis  death.  t.  (Chap._xiv,  28.) 

8  Hereupon  the  good  woman  hurried  away  imme¬ 
diately  from  the  fepulchre,  full  of  dilcompofure  and  fur- 
prife,  and  ran  with  all  fpeed  to<k]tver  the  angel's  mef* 
fage  to  the  difciples;  and  fo  great  was  their  conftema- 
tion,  and  their  fear  of  the  Jewy  that  they  took  no  no¬ 
tice  of  thefe  things  to  any  whom  they  met  with  in  the 
way. 

9  Now  the  refuriefiion  of  Chrift  wa$  a  point  of  fuefi 
vaft  importance,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  evidence 
of  it  merely  to  the  teftimony  of  angels;  but  on  that 
very'day,  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  in  the  morning  of 
which  he  rofc  very  early  from  the  dr-ad,  Jefus  himicJr 
met  with  Mary  Magdalen^  whom  he  had  before  de¬ 
livered  from  the  pofleffion  of  feven  devils ;  andjr  to  fliew 
his  homing  condefccnfion  and  grace,  he  firti  of  all 


madehimfclf  known,  in  a  plain  mid  familiar  manner,  ti> 
,herf  (See  the  note  on  John  xviii,  2.) 

Z  2  io  And 

H  O  T  E. 

t  It  may  be  uncertain  whether  they  enter-  anil  that  in  nt«  tl*f  On  e 

tt\  into  the  fipulcbit  in  which Chri^s  Imly  with  thok  kcuiJc.I  i»  xxviii.  st  6* 

vu  laid  ;  or  only  into  wbat  ioir»e  all  tlie  and  Jvkt?  xx*  i i,  i;,;  j*1J  ibt  roil 
Outward  fcpulqhn;,  mcanint  alpaca  before  it  c:fn&  may  be  ipitod,  wbi  b  ha*  Irecn  tr.ipL,.- 
indoied  with  a  fence  or  wall.  But  if,  accord-  «l  for  rcrouci^rg  tl-c  liilbry  tn  tl-c  u*.o  fi-  .> 
ing  to  tbe  sole  on  Jabn  i,  this  account  cvui^tJilh  u  lib  rija:  u)  <\\r  tv  v  l \K 


35* 

to  And  fas  went 

4  ■ 

and  told  them 
that  had  b^n 
with  him,  at they 
mourned  *ud 
wet- 


Ch.  xvL 


it  And  tltey9 
when  they  bad 
heard  that  he  was 
□live  *  and  hart 
been  feen  tif  Iwr, 
believed  nnp 

i  a  ^firrthatj 

be  appeared  in  a- 


went  into  the 
country* 


The  Eva  nge/iJI  M  a  R  i  ^ 

to  And  having  now  feen  him  with  her  own  eyes,  am) 
been  fully  Satisfied  by  his  difcourl'e  with  her  that  it  was 
really  he,  {Job  /  xx.  14,^17.}  the  went  to  the  apofties, 
who  ufed  ccmftantly  to  attend  him,  and  were  at  this  in- 
flam  bewailing,  with  tears-  and  forrow  of  heart,  the  lofs 
of  their  Lord,  and  their -own  late  unworthy  behaviour 
toward  him ;  and  flie  -gave  them--' a  foil  account  of  her 
interview  with  him* 

1 1  But  (*««)  notwitbftandmg  all  that  fli$  told  them 
of  her  own  having  feen  Jefux  aJtve,  and  talked  with  him 
hcrfslf,  they  were  too  fuU  of  fears  and  prejudices  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  was  really  rifen  from  the  dead, 

I  I  Afterwards,  on  tbe  fame  day,  as  two.  of  his  dif- 

ct  plee  -were  walking  in  tbe ‘country  toward  Eiamaur, 
number  form  onto  our  Lord  appeared  to  them ;  and,  by  a  fupernatural  in- 
wJk^and  fluencc,  hindered  their  difee  ming  him  for  -  fome.  time 

in  bis  own.  proper  (hape  and  features,  till  at  laft  be  fo 
plainly  difeovered  himfclf  that  they  certainly  knew  him, 
{Luke  xxiv.  16,  31.) 

1 }  Then  they  likewise  haflened ’  away  to  the  reft  of 
the  difciples,  and  told  them  how  Jetue  bad  appeared  to 
them ;  but  ftill  they  were  fo  very  diffident,  and,, flow  of 
heart  to  believe,  that  f  neither  would  this  further  pofi- 
tive  evidence,  from,  twp  other  unexceptionable  witnef* 
fes,  fully  fatisfy  them. 

14  After  this  Jefus  appeared  again,  on  the  fame  day, 
and  that  was  to  ;(:  all  the  eleven  a  pottles,  except  Thomas, 
while  they  were  eating  together  ;  and  he  chid  them  for 
peritftmg  in  their  unbelief,  and  for  being  fo  flnmgely 
llopid  as  not  to  be  convinced  by- the  fcveral  plain  ac¬ 
counts  which  they  had  received  from. eye- witnefles  of  his 
refurrcclion,  in  ccmJirmatjon  of  what  he  had  often  told 
them  before* hand  about  his  riling  again  on  the  third  d^y* 

1 5  And  having,  after  this*  during  his  abode  on  earth, 
frequently  Lhewn  himfelf  to  his  jipoftlcs,  for  the  greater 

confirmation  of  their  faith,  and  further  intVucrign  a- 

^;ut  ih«  gloricns  thing*,  of  his  kingdom,  [J&*  i.  3,) 

he* 

NOTES, 

f  Thoojfi  in  Lafrxxiv.  34,  it  u  fiid,  rhar* 
ft  tfcr  return  of  (lie  tw;i  ilifclplct t  they  heard 

ilic  eleven  L*rd  bat  fifen  i indeed^ 


U  And  they 
nrent  and  told  it 
unto  the  ivGdue , 
neither  Ixlkvtd 
they  tiKUJ. 


T4  Afterward 
he  anpe^Cil  Unto 
the  eleven  4$  they 
fai  at  mtit»  and 
upbraided  them 
with  tEidf  unbe¬ 
lief  and  hiirdocfi 
of  h«rr,  becaafe 
they  believed  not 
them  which  had 
Joen  him  after  he 
U'js  rifen  * 

J $  Andhcfkid 
_  nn~ 


d,?r/  h.i%  eppezredio  ftjninn;  yet  ilm  may  h % 
imdcrfhjod  utiier  of  their  itacLring  what 

FcUr  had  fau[,  than  of  *  heir  own  firmly  be- 
litVing  it  ;  for  ^ben  Jefiw  himfclf  afrerwarflf 
appeared  to  them,  doubtful  ihon^bt^  Jrtfe  itt 
1w  faatift  and  tbf*nt  firll  Mifwd  stf,  Lulu* 
xjtiv,  38,  4i*  And  l)r  Liyiyiw/conjedtpref, 
that  Pet*'  wu  f^nc  of  the  two  who  faw  Chiift 
at  Ennnzxs  /  and  that  the  reft  of  ihe  e'even, 
r.'CM)g  him  morn  fii  fiiddcnly  and  unrj(pe£t- 
ly  to  them,  cried  our,  Ctn&afy  Ltrri  idj 


stpfs'dt'ed  trt  Simon,  r ffc  hf  rw/rf  frertr  n  n:t 
bock Jbfi&v*  fJ*\  ifffrr*  <m  xmv, 

l  We  zrnoM,  Jn&u  ax.  t±.  tfni  Thur~t 

u-a*  not  then  prereni,  ;^btu  Crnift1*  apjiorinj; 
to  all  tbe  apoJlb  except  hitn,U  ^litj  Iks 
apjifsififlg  lo  rho  th*v£ jf hcnclc  k  ;it  an 
aitnaldyof  tbe  u|«oll!r?,  vwhich  then  confin¬ 
ed  only  of  eleven,  and  was  theft  tore  denomi¬ 
nated  from  ihtir  number,  though  TUtWiU 
was  abfent  j  in  fthn  xx,  *4.  aud  1  f.V. 
xv ♦  j*  they  are  cajkd  the  /wf/uf,  Umugh  'fz* 
wii*  bvcauCc  that  had  been  their 

number,  which  to  b:  filled  up  ugalu. 


.'I' 


■  > 


Ch.  xvu 
Mta  <5*  Te 

adiT  pjtaci  tU 
gnifftTVl*}'  ticfy 


72* 


JJT 


i#«ftrtfhcr 
United  v(h4lt* 

toali,  UhiAnmtft-i 


.*7 

figis  EujUftw 
tKeoi.,+  tint  b^. 

U«vc  : ,  to> .  my 
name  TJjiJl  tfcey 

inqip^and  d«pen^  upon 


he,  -a  litde  beforbhis  afeenfion;  gave  them  their  final' 
and  (Hadi)igcomnii(5on*(aying,  Go  ye  forth  irimy  name' 
into  hHThb  nations  of  the  earth,  and  preach  ,  my  gofpelr 
at  yc  bate  opportunity,  to  alt  mankind,  whether  ^t-ufor. 
C«jfi&,*wi«hoiit  exception  J. 

j4-  W.bdevw  ihail  believe- in  me,  bymeans  of  and  ac- 
coRHag'to  the  word  which  I  onWr  yen -to  preach,  and 
(Jiattfbleutnlyprofelsiiis^faithin  me,  iind  claim  the  pri¬ 
vileges  aint-yieM  himfaifup  to  the  obligations  of  the 
goipd-cnweoant,  bybeipgbaprized,  he- (hall  obtain  eter¬ 
nal  falvgtlon.  (See  the  note  on  Mutt,  xxviii.  ly.)  But 
whoever  ,  fhallfinalty  reje&  jtic,  through  .unbelief,.  Dull 

fufiisr.  th£  damnation  cf eyerlaltmg  Kell,*'  .  . 

.  *7,  i8 .."Aiidttbat  ihy.gvfpeli^ and  my  {av mg  character 
accordingto  it*  may  beamexceptiohably  confirmed^and 
glonouCy-propftgared  '-with  grtfat  fnccbls,'  and  upbolit- 
vters'raay  have  no  e?ci\fe  ftjr  their  fin  ;  they. who. believe 
me  jKvivt;.  in  me,  and  depend  -ubbnmT  cower  .hi  amtV  and  own 

MjJSf  <t« (i-m, _ _ _ _ * 

They  iluU  anct  Hwb ; tike -WoDilers^  as  fig  ns  of  fpiritual  benefits 
take  up  (crpcoHs*'  wbjcMjbey  fhall  be  the  means  of  conveying' to  the  fouls 

of  others  ?.  They,  by  calling  on  my  name,  (hall.  caft.  opt 
evil  (pur its  front  fhofe  that  were  corpora Hy  poflelTed^ 
(hall  readily  fpeak  various  languages,  which  they  ne¬ 
ver  learnt  by  human  teaching;  (hall  handle  the  moft  ve¬ 
nomous  vipers*  without  (uttering -any -injury  by  them; 
yea,  if  at  any  time  theyjake  a  poifonous  draught,  it  (hall 
not  operate  to  the  deftroying  of  their  lives  or  health  and 
whatsoever  difeafes  others  maybe  afflitled  with,  they,  by 
laying  their  hands  ypon  them  in  my  name,  (ball  heat  them. 

19  When  our  Lord  had  delivered,  many  inflru&ion*, 
commands,  and  promilea  to  his  apoiUcs,  in  frequent 
converfes  with  them  for  forty  days  together  after  bis  re- 
furrc&ion,  he  vifibly  afee  tided  before  their  eyes  from  the 
mount  of  OirvcSy  till  a  cloud  intercepted  their  fight, 
{A8i  i.  2,  3,  9,  12.);  and  be  was  received  with  ail  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  joy  into  the  higbeft  heaven,  where  he,  as 
Mediator,  to  ok  his  place  with  majcflv  and  grandeur,  be- 
ing.feated  on  a  throne  of  glory  with  God  the  Father, 
that  he  might  rule  with  all  authority  and  honour,  Tor 
the  good  of  his  people,  and  confulion  of  his  implacable 
enemies. 

20  And,  (bon  after  this,  the  apoftles,  being  filled 
with  the  Holy  Gholt  from  their  ex. deed  Head  and  -Sa¬ 
viour, 

T  E 

siftcrwariUj  anti  fo  confine!  fh-vr 
tiuns  to  the  Jiwiy  till  fVrfr  more  shIV" 
inflriiltacl  by  a  vJio.i,  and  lent  preach  ihz 
goipci  10  CirxcEas  amj  his  firn'tl^  A8*  x. 


Kthff 
any  deafly  I  hfrix; 
it  pot  hot 
them  i  tto^hdl 
byhaiid^^n  the 
lick  ,  th ty 
Hull  re?  aim 


So  then  af¬ 
ter  ihc  l.ortl  hid 
f^ktn  unto  them 
he  w:t$  received 
up  into  bttiven, 
a ml  lit  on  the 
r»ehc  hind  of 
Qod. 


j*  And  they, 
went 


N  O 

\  This  was  the  plain  import  of  CHrilVs 
eammifiion  ;  though  the  a  port  It  5  themfrten 
were  fo  dull  of  apprehending  through  their 
prtjikHires  a^alrift  ific  CcnfiUst  that  they  did 
j) wc  oederda^d  it  in  that  Jeoli  for  feme  yurt 
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went  forth,  rod 
preached  every 
where,  the  Lend 
working  with 
them,  rod  con* 
firming  the  word 
with  fight  follow* 
ing.  Amen. 


72v  Evangeli/i  Marl  par&phrafed. 


Ch.  xvi. 


viour,  {AEU  ii.)  proceeded  to  execute  thdr  commiffion, 
beginning  at  Jerufcdem :  And,  travelling  from.,  thence 
to  different  parts  of  the  world,  firft  among  th c,7«w, 
and  afterwards  among  the  Gentiles,  they  preached  the 
gofpel,  wherever  they  went,  with  amazing  foccefi ;  the 
Lord  Jefos  making  their  words  effe&uad,  by  the  power 
of  hU  Spirit,  on  me  hearts  of  innumerable  multitudes, 
and  fealing  their  doQrine  with:  many  undeniable  m tra¬ 
des.  All  this  is  certainly  true.  May  the  word  of  the 
Lord  run  and  be. glorified !  Let  every  one  fay,  Amen. 


B.ECOLLECTIONS. 

Bleffed  be  God  for  a  rifen  and  afcmdtd  Saviour,  that  he,  who  was  dead,  U 
now  alive,  aod.Iives  for  evermore,  with  all  mercy  in  his  heart,  and  all  power  in 
his  hand  1  Add  oh  how  afedting  and  encooraging  were  his  coudefcenfion  and 
grace,  in  making  his  refurre&xon  known  fo  fooa  to  a  difconfolate  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene,  out  of  whom  he  had  caft  feven  devils;  and  to  4  fet  of  ungrateful  difriples, 
who  had  fo  lately  difowned  and  delated  him;  and'  particularly  to  Peter,  who 
baddonc  chough  to  have  been  for  ever  afterwards  di (carded  by  mm  !.  And  what 
abundant  care  did  ourbldled  Lord  take  to  con£rm  this  important  that  neither 

their  faith  and  hope,  nor  oura,  might  begroundtefs  or  in  vain!  He  introduced 
the  difeovery  of  It  by  ftroug  rircumftancet,  and  employ edtwo  angels  toatteft.it ; 
and  then  be  himfolf  appeared  to  one  and  another,  and  to  all  his  apoftles  wain  and 
again,  yea,  at  laft,  to  above  jCw  hundred  brethren  at  once,  (1  Gar.  xv.  i!)  till  he 
had  thoroughly  conquered  their  perverfe  and  unreafonahle  diffidence,  and  fuHy 
bhified  themtbat  he  was  indeed  their  rlien  Lord  and  Saviour.  And  fince  all  the 
evidences  which  sained  fuch  fignal  conquefts  over  their  unbelieving  hearts  are  now 
transferred  in  a  lure  and  miraculoufly  confirmed  gofpel  to  us;  Juy  we  look  upon 
ourfdves  as  concerned  in  it,  and  be  no  more  faHhlefs  but  believing !.  and  nuy 
n~that  way  be  healed  of  all  the  foul-ficknefies  and  deadly  wounds  which-ffiKter- 
wift  will  prove  our  ruin !  For  (alratlon  or  damnation  themfelvcs  depend  upohbur 
receiving  or  rejecting  the  once  crucified,  and  now  exalted.  Saviour ;  How  awful 
is  the  thought !  But  whilft  any  of  us  have  a  godly  jcalqufy  over  ourfdves,  left 
we  fhould  rejed  him  to  our  own  perdition;  may  our  truft  and  hope.be  in  his  grace, 
who  works  with  his  gofpel,  thatitlhall  be  the  power  of  God  to  our  falvation! 
And  may  we  experimentally  find  it  to  be  fo !  Amen. 
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the  virgin  and  El ifabah,  39,— 45.-  The  virgm*i  Jong  if  praife% 
46, — 56.  The  birth  and  circumcifion  cf  John  the  Baptift,  J7,-:^66( 
ZachariaB* s  Jong  cf  praife ,  67,-79.  John’/  infancy^  8a. 


Text. 

F)uimich 

umioy'liivc 
taken  in  hand  to 
fet  forth  in  or* 
der  t  dedaniion 
of  chafe  dungs 
which  nt  moil 
furdy  believed  ft- 
mong  ust 

a  Krea  «tbey 
ddircrtd  them 
unto  u5,  which' 
from  the  begin¬ 
ning  were  eye- 
viineQes,  and 

Ritniiicn  of  the 
word; 


3  It  fieniul 
good  to  me  alio, 

hi- 

Voi,.  II. 


PARAPHRASE. 

TTT  H  ere  as  f  fever  al  per  lb  ns  have)  either  from  a 
”  principle  of  piety,  or  from  curiofity,  nndertabea 
to  draw  up  narratives  of  the  birth,  life,  do&rines  and 
death,  refurre&ion  and  afeenfion,  of  our  Lord  "Jefus 
Ghrift,  which  are  firmly  believed  by  bis  difciplcs  upon 
die  fulleft  evidence ; 

3  And  as  thefe  are  points  of  the  utntoft  confluence, 
which  hare  been  moftly  written,  and  are  generally  be* 
lieved,  according  to  the  faithful  and  wdl-attefted  re- 
pom  that  have  been  made  by  tbofe  who  were  from  firft 
to  laft  the  con  font  attendants  of  his  miniftry ;  and  lb 
were  ear-wjtncfles  of  his  do&rine  and  eyc-wirtnelTes  of 
the  miracles  which  confirmed  it ;  and  were  fent  forth 
by  Jefus  himfelf,  as  his  a  po  flics,  to  preach  the  gofpel : 

3  I  alfo,  moft  noble  J  Ybsaphiius  j{,  having  fought 

t  A  after, 

NOTES. 


f  As  Matthew  wrote  from  Mr  own  know-  plied  to  Felix  and  Fefle  1,  Aih  xxhr.  3.  ft 
ledge,  and  J £&*  wrote  lifter  lah;  tbc  mevy  uvi  t$* 

here  jpnkcn  of  fetm  plainly  to  refer  to  feme  g  The  word  here  tifet,  is 

htfloiies  that  were  drawn  op  by  hoDeft»  tho*  Id  fitkip  &fttr%  and  to  attain :  And,  when 
namfpind  men,  according  to  the  beff  infer-  it  b  applied  to  the  miod,  it  fignifes  (rw«- 
mations  they  could  get*  bnt  arc  long  Once  loft*  uti,)  to  pent M  and  u>Jtrftandt  or  to  faUpa* 
J  Tb&pbilmt  figmfic*  aMw  6/  Ged;  And  a  fpcaker  With  ettntim  and  uiiderjfdMditg  * 
that  tbit  wn  not  a  ter  m,  dm  porting  merely  and  thus  it  feems  to  be  nhdi  In  t  TixL  ir, 
any  of  dial  ch^mfUf ;  'but  (bat  it  was  the  6*  and  t  7 1m*  ill*  to.  Our  evangelift  there* 
mi  aame  ofVcemm  perfen  to  whom  rhr  fere  might  life  this  word  to  intimate,  that 
tthtHfdiff  wrote,  appears  from  its  being  ufed  he  fought  after  and  atu*ncrf  divine  gtiidaneo 
in  life  fingnbr  number  hercind  in  r*  fdi^iv)  from  above,  and  then  followed  it 

and  thv  with  the  tick  of  vtoji  or  t&fi  wiih  ruA  attention  and  c*ie  in  composing 

Juft  in  the  Ante  manner  ki  ir  ij  up-  hlf  h’lkiy. 


$  TBe  Evangclijl  Luke  parafhrafid.  Cb*  u 

Airfo g  had  pci'-  after,  and  obtained  an  cxa£k  knowledge  of  all  tbefe 
£J  fromtbw  very  beginniujJ,  not  only 

fr<m'  ih<  vtry  but  hkewife  by  fuch  a  divine  influence  from  above  t  a* 
firtt,  ia  wriir  nn-  preCbrves  me  from  miftakes  about  them,  thought  proper 
moft**  MdiMt  80  WT‘te  3  cnune£ted  and  particular  account  oi 

TUecpiiUu*,  them,  to  rcGifv  the  errors  of  iholie  who  have  proceeded 

upon  hearfay. 

Tint'  thotf  4  This  I  have  done,  that  you  may  have  fuch  an  in* 
Brighten  know  formation  as  b>  certainly  to  be  depended  upon  of  the 
the  certainty  true  ftate  of  tbafe  important  affairs  into  which 
wticrein  ,hfiS  T03  ^ve  already  been  initiated  as  catechumens  ufe  to 
■nft-.i/Hvt  be,  in  order  to  your  bemg  IbH  bener  acquainted  with 

them,  and  confirmed  in  them. 


j  fTtritUr  WX* 
X  inthedsys 
of  Herod  die  kbij 
of  Judea,  a  «r* 

lain  pfieft  mmed 

ZtthiTitt,  of  tl« 
CfcllirJc  of  Abut- 
and  his  wifr  uw 
of  the  daughter! 
of  Aaron,  and 
tier  mma  wor  K* 
iiTabdJv 


d  And  they 
were  both  righte- 
oil*  before  God, 
ivalkiog  in  ail  the 
wmnandmnHs 
audoidinaoce*  of 
tfvc  Lordjjriarae* 

hb. 


rpO  begin  their  with  a  fliort  account  of  job*  the  Arp- 
■*■  tifif  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord,  which  will  natu¬ 
rally  lead  us  on  to  the  hiftory  of  Chrift  bimfelf:  There 
was  in  -  the  reign  of  Htrod  the  Great  r  who  held  the 
kingdom  of  "ju.it a  by  deputation  from-  the  Reman  em¬ 
peror,  a  certain  prieft,  Zacharias  by  name,  who,  be* 
ing  of  the  family  of  Akiat  was  one  of  thofe  that  were 
to  officiate  in  the  eighth  of  the  twenty-four  courfes, 
into  which  the  family  of  Aaron  was  divided  in  David’s 
rime,  (i  Chron.  jnriv,  7, — 19-);  and  then  ame  of  his  wife 
Was  EliJabttkrvrho  waslikewife  adefeendent  from  Aaron* 
6  As  eo  the  character  and  ctrcum fiances  of  tbefe  two 
perforts,  both  of  them  were  eminent  for  religion,  not 
in  appearance  only,  but  in  a  fincere  confcientious  re¬ 
gard  to  God,  as  fen  Able  of  their  being  always  under  his- 
eye  ;  and  hi  the  account  of  God  him  felt,  who  accepted 
them,  as  righteous  in  his  fight :  Arid  this  was  clearly 
mimifelted  by  the  tenor  of  their  lives,  they  being  ftrift 
observers  of  aH  natural  dudes  of  piety  and  morality,  and 
of  all  pofitivc  irrfirnitioaa,  in  their  behaviour  toward 
God  and  man ;  fo  that  they  allowed'  tfiemfelves  in  no 
known  fin,  and  nose  could  charge  them  with  any  re¬ 
markable  defeds. 


NOTE. 


7  Aad 


A*  this  ajvtrfi  («ru9o)  properly  dgni* 
Me  Jrsm  ebovt,  and  »  often  old  in  tint 
tenfc  in  the  New  Tcitament,  and  Is  a  ilifle- 
pent  word  from  t  which  is 

rendered  (vw  x.)  from  kniimag.  /  and  a* 
£»me  welMneamag  perfons  Had  made  hjfto- 
ibl  collection*  of  ChrSft’s  difeourfes,  as- 

veil  as  of*  his  works,  and  of  other 

fcarcly  from  ihdr  memories,  a*  they  hod 
heard  them  from  eye  and  Car  ivitntfles;  why 
may  we  not  foppofe,  that  oar  evangetift,  to 
recommend  his  account  tn  T hdopkltts  u 

ttr&aij  be  decoded  upon,  ah 


kdgod  |te t  be  wo*  under  dWbie  iafaeoce 
lo  ftcvn  him  front  miitakcs  in  life  aamtiic 
<rf  diinn  which  he  himJcii"  had  not  Am  or 
heard-  unoiduiiiy  ftou  Chrifl  hlmfclf  ? 
This  fcems  to  be  of  no  fmaU  weight  to  affimr 
on*  of  (r w  mXji^v)  ihc  car;*  ivy  of  his  ac¬ 
count  t  Ckc  other  a  iic  he  imftht  be  liiMe  to 

milhhes  hi  k,  ns  weit  as  other  snutfpirvd 
men  wbufc  writings  he  had  taken  notkf  of 
vet.  i.  Eui  I  have  iibewilc  brought  into  the 
purtpbnfc  another  Huerprti  at  ion  of  (he  word 

/A<  tbn 

tile  reader  may  elude  tor  niiiiiUjr 


Ch.  i. 


7  And  they 
hid  do  child,  he- 

Laufe  fbjt 
btth  WUhltVCA, 
and  they  both 
wen  *w  wdl 
ItricJtcn  id  rears. 


%  And  it  came 

to  pile,  that  while 
he  executed  the 
pririf*  office  be* 
foie  Godt  in  the 
order  of  his 
cuu  He, 

0  According  to 
the  cuftnm  of  the 
prkft's  office,  bis 
lot  was  to  barn 
incenft  when  be 
went  into  the 
temple  of  the 
Lord. 

to  And  the 
whole  mukitade 
of  the  people 
were  pri\  fog 
without,  at  the 
time  of  inocafc 


The  Ev/tngelift  Luke  paraphrafed.  3 

7  And  though  they  were  persons  of  fuch  excellent 
characters,  they  bad  been  denied  the  hleifing  of  chil¬ 
dren  ;  For  Eiijabetb  had  been  barren,  like  Sarah  the 
wife  of  Abraham ,  all  the  days  of  her  youth  j  and  now 
both  the  hufband  and  wife  were  fo  far  advanced  in  years, 
as  to  be  part  hope  of  having  any  child  in  the  common 
courfe  of  nature. 

8,  9.  But  (*«)  to  Ihew  how  good  God  is  to  them  that 
wait  upon  him,  and  to  awaken-a  peculiar  attention  to 
one  extraordinary  birth,  which  was  deiigned  to  lead  the 
way  to  another  foil  more  miraculous ;  while  Zacbariaty 
according  to  the  courfe  of  his  family,  was  difeharging 
the  priefoy  office  in  the  fanduary,  that  part  of  the  fer- 
vice  which  felt  to  bis  (bare  in  the  ufual  way  of  deter¬ 
mining  it  by  lot  was  to  burn  incenfe  in  the  holy  place : 

ro  And  all  the  people  at  the  fame  time  flood  with¬ 
out  filendy  offering  up  their  prayers,  that  they  might 
alcend  with  the  fmoke  of  the  iricenfc,  which  was  typi¬ 
cal  of  the  interceffion  of  Chrift. 

11  At  this  very  time  he  law  an  ungel  of  God,  ap¬ 
pearing  in  an  illuftrions  form,  and  in  a  (landing  pofturc, 
on  the  north -fide  of  tlfo  altar  of  incenfe,  which  was 
called  the  right  fide  of  the  hoiife,  (Ezeb.  z*  j.)  and  was 
□eraT*  on  the  pri eft’s  right  hand,  as  be  flood  miniftring  with 

***  his  face  toward  the  weft  },  where  was  the  holy  of  holies. 

ii  And  as  foon  as  Zacbaritu  had  this  glorious  fight, 
the  extraordinary  appearance,  and  the  weakneft  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  together  with  a  confrionfnefs  of  his  own 
guilt  and  unworthinefs,  ftniek  him  at  firfl  with  terror, 
as  fuch  vlfions  are  apt  to  do  the  holieft  men  upon  earth 
while  they  know  not  what  may  be  their  meaning; 

13  Buttbe  angel  accofted  him  in  a  friendly  manner, 
to  compofe  his  mind,  and  encourage  his  attention  and 
fats  hope,  laying,  Zacbdrias,  let  no  fears  diftrafk  or 
diftrefi  your  heart,  as  if  I  were  come  to  hurt  you,  or 
to  be  a  meflenger  of  evil  tidings,  while  yOu  are  mint- 
firing  before  the  Lord,  and  I  appear  in  his  houfe-  My 
errand  is  of  the  joyful  kind :  For  God  has  accepted  and 
anfwered  your  prayers,  for  all  Ifratly  relating  to  the 
coming  or  the;Melfiah,  who  will  quickly  appear ;  and 
he  has  beard  the  petitions  which  you  hare  often  put  up 
for  yourfelf,  in  lb  much  that  Ekfabeth  yotir  wife  lhall 
conceive  and  bring  forth  a  fon  to  you,  who  (hall  call  his 

A  2  name 

NOTES. 

f  There  items  to  be  *b  aliofibn  w  chb  doLurous  woHblppers  were  rt  preferred,  a* 
cuftoin  in  Sen*  viii.  1^-4,  Handing  bttwtta  tb<  ptrch  trad  the  alter,  with 

\  The  entrance  into  the  tethpk  w  at  the  thor  bach  toward  the  tempk,  and  :bc>  facts 
call  end;  and  tbey  who  went  in  to  offiijaie  toward  the  raft,  a\d  wtrfaippinT  the  fan  /?- 
%ad  prn  toward  the  holy  orach,  had  their  ward  tbt  «;?,  Seek.  yiii.  16.  rid.  ^kld-  fit 
free;  toward  tbc  weft,  On  the  soitfnry,  i-  Xpetir*  fit*  iiu  cup.  xvi.  $  c* 


him  an  uni  of 
the  Lord,  Hand¬ 
ing  on  the  right 
tide  of  (be  auar 
of  mccnfe. 

ia  And  wbqi 
Zidurin  law 
him,  he  was  liw- 
bled,  and  fear  fell 
upon  him*. 

11  Boi  the  an¬ 
gel  laid  onto  him, 
fear  not,  Zadn- 
rU* :  for  thy 
prayer  if  heard ; 
and  thy  wift  £- 
lifibeth  Hull  bear 
thee  a  a  fim,  and 
tbra  flialr  nil  his 
name  John. 


4 


The  Evangel! ft  Luke  parapbrafed, 


Cb.i. 


14  Arid  Hion 

|hJt  Ittvc  joy 

tjy  ftttii  reprift  M 
hit  birch. 


ij  For ht&aX 
be  great  in  'ibe 
f*ght  ofthcLrfnri, 
and  (luU  drink 
neither  wirtt  nor 

ftrong.dTiiik  j  and 

be  Ml  be  Ail¬ 
ed  with  the  ho* 
}y  Ghufl,  ,  rreo 
fromhit  mother 'e 


name  John  J. 

14  And  the  birth  of  this  child  (hall  he  matter  of 
great  joy  to  you  and  years,  not  barely  becaufe  he  is 
given  in  your  old  age^  beyond  all  expectation,  after,  you 
had  been  io  many  years  childlefs ;  but  principally  on 
account  of  bis  extraordinary  qualifications,  work)  and 
character.;  and'  this  (hall  he  the  eaufe  of  great  gladncfs 
to  many  others,  who  (biitl’reap  its  happy  cottfequences. 

- 15  For  though  he  will  nM  be  great  in  the  world’s  ac¬ 
count,  with  refpeft  to  parentage-,  titles  of  honour,  ex¬ 
ternal  appearances,  or  manner  of  life ;  yet  he  (hal)  be 
a  :fruly  great  man,  and  highly  honoured  of  God  i.jjreat 
in  his  contempt  of  this  world,  in  his  office  and  endow¬ 
ments,  and  in  hit  falthfiilnefs,  ufefulnefs,  and  labours: 
Ami,  tike  a  Na-znritr,  entirely  devoted  to  the  Lord  and 
to  his  fervice,  he  (hall  drink  no  fjrirituous  liquors,  hue 
'  lead  an  abftetmous  life ;  yea,  he  ihall  he  early  filled  with 
fuch  influences  from  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  im predion  (hall  eaufe  him' to  leap,  even  in  bis  mo¬ 
ther’s  womb,  at  the  tidings  of  the  Saviour,  (ver.  41, 
4d.)\  and,  from  his  childhood  up,  holinefs  and  pui' 
of  life,  and  remarkable  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spi 


(hall  appear  in  hint. 

,s  /tnd  ro:*ry  16  He  (hall  HkewHe,  by  bis  do&rme  and  example, 

be  an  happy  iuftrument,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  for 

fod* Lor^tlkS  n>any  from  their  iniquities,  and  from  their  falfc 

dod.  opinions  and  dependences,  to  the  Mdfiah, ‘ that  they 

may  believe  in  him  who.  is  the  Lord  their  God. 

tt  And  h«  17  And  in  order  hereunto,  he- (hall  be  +  the  Mcffiah’s 

ft*11 ,  ST  forerunner ;  appearing  juft  like  Elijah  the  TifbBite^  in 

birt>  m  uis  pint  ^jg  ogjCj.qttai;fi(3rti0nS|  itt  'htB  gafb  and  feverity  of 

manners;  in  his  living’  much  in  the  wildernefs,  and 
having  heaven  opened  to-  him  near  Jordan ;  is  his  au- 

thorky  and  faithfulnefe,  zeal,  fervour,  and  faced*;  in 
the  perfoe utiona  that  he  (hall  faffer  for  his  integrity ; 

and 


H  O  T  R  S. 

B  7^5*  GcJ*  of  hi*  foraonfur. 

Anil  j*  Iijjnrficaiive  iuw*i  wre  iifraNy  given  f  Theoqly  antccedntf  to  to*  relative  it m9 
to  children*  the  mpl's  ordifinj;  this  to  bfc  it,  tit  Lord  that  God.  And  tbo  tfi(  the 
pat  itpotf  the  dijtrl  might  iiHinute,  that  he  IJwA  Gad  of  7jra*t,  before  whom  Jtbi i 
vM^eivta  as  a  gruckwt*  »nfwcr  of  pniff p  f  went,  hu  the  Ufd  Oifitl?  He  was  the 
and  that  hi*  {h?ra£tcr  IhouM  ^refp^nti  to  ./tiMiirthcp,  m^of  God  the  Father*  but  of 
ii*  name*  as,  he  fbould  b'l  highly  in  favour  Cln'Wt  of  whom  Joint  lkidr  Ke  that  row  tib 
«rMi  God*  andenddcrl  with  au  jliftuUnocnf  of  Ur  wis  prtftrrtxf  lijorc  Wk1,  fir  be  vas  kt- 
gtijcc;  and  a*  he  rhnidd  open  the  way  to  ihd  firs  me;  and  L&tribf  vw:t  Of  OQt  £fJ.:K^  W 
imA  glorious  rlifm'iiUunn  of  grace  hi  the  \bt  ■u*iMirmfi%Sltibcjiraighttkt  vitj  of thv  Lord+ 
Mtflhh'$  kiit^toiii :  Andtb  Jufju  L  ij-,  13,  ivts  fimi  to  pttbert 

/wrrirr  prayers  for  a  thilil*  and  the  prayer  Ghrlfi't  wy  hffbrt  hint,  and  Wu  tfrat  fi; 1 
4  fiich  he  as  the  reprefettire  of  the  pov(4c  whm  fhoulil  go  before  thfjrtdjoiii,  *»  our 
uks  pmfcabrv  purtfaji  up  su  thft  very  time  in  Lord  hinifilf  ha$  rxphtiitd  it,  Mo/.xl  ih 
the  temple  for  ihe  M  ihe  M'4li+ih,  14.  A  xvji-  io^i  j.  See  thewat  on- 

would  Lc  f»urk^ly  aufw^ud  (u  thU  l/ktli  xi*  lc- 


■  »i  ■_ 


Ch.  i, 

and  power  a F..  E* 
to  turn  the 
hearts  of  the  fa¬ 
thers  uj  ;  Jthcfr 

duldiicn,  and  the 
difobediemtuthe 
wiidotn  of ;  the 
juft  ;  to  r  make 
read f  a  pcopk 
prepared  for  the 
Lord. 


r9  And  Z4- 
chariu  laid  unto 
t  hearted*  Where¬ 
by*  lhall  I  know 
this?  for' tom  aft 

old  oun,  sad  my 

uife  wdl  ftrltk- 
en  in  year*. 


1 9  And  L  *  the 
anjj-l_  anlWing 
Cud  unto  him,  1 
um  Gubrfd,  that 
ltjnd  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  God; 
md  am  &ot  to 
tpi-ak  unto  thee* 

ami  to  (hear  thee 
(he Jit  glad  tiding 


ao  And  be* 
hoLlt  tbi  Iblt 
be  dumb,  and  not 
able  to  fpeak*  on- 
til  the  day  that 
theft-  (hull's  thill 

be  performed,  he- 

caufc 


The  Evatigelijl  Ixke  paraphra/ed*;  £ 

and  in  his  being  filled  with  a  divine  fpirit  and  power* 
as  Elijah  was  in  the  worft  of  times*  to  bring  about  a 
reconciliation  of  young  and  old  and  of  Jews  amt 
Gentitesy  to  one  another*  and  to  the  Lord ;  fo  that  the 

graft  Hubboi  n  ami  rebellious  fh  dl  be  made  wife  to  fid- 

*  ■  m 

cation,  which  is  the  trutft  wifdom*  and  is  found  iir 
thofe  only  that  are  righteous  before  God.  In  a  word* 
he  (hall  be  jnfhumental  m  malting  a 'people  ready  to 
receive  the  I^ord,  the  MefUvrh  ;  for  whom  they  have 
been  prepared  in  eternal  counfels;  and  for  whofe  got 
ming  John*#  mtniflry  (hall  have  prepared  them*  by  con¬ 
vincing  them  of  fiit and  of  their  need  of  fuch  a  Saviour,  by 
removing  their  prejudices  againft  him,  by  railing  theikr 
expectation?  of  him,  and  at  tail  by  (hewing  him  to  JfraeL 

18  Then  Zachariasy  in  the  unbelieving  workings  of 
his  own  heart,  aiked  the  angel*  By  what  token  ffiafll 
be  fatiafied  that  the  great  and  unlikely  thing  you  fpeak 
offhall  certainty  come  to  pais?  For  it  appears  altoge¬ 
ther  incredible  to  me,  becaufe  my  wife  has  not  only 
been  barren  all  her  days  hitherto ;  but  both  ihe  and  I 
are  now  fo  very  old,  that*  according  to  the  courfe  of 
nature,' “it  is  iinpoITiblc  for  us  to  have  a  child. 

19  The  angel  replied*  Do  you  queftion  the  truth  of 
diis  *  and  want  a  fign  to  prove  it?  My  appearing  to  you 
in  this  manner,  ami  in  this  holy  place,  is  fufficient  to 
confirm  it;  For  I  am  CairUly  a  chief  among  the  holy 
angels,  who  fUn d  con tin u ally  in  the  prefence  of  God 
to  receive  and  execute  his  orders;  as  I  was  difp arched 
with  a  gracious  meffage  to  Daniely  concerning  the  Mef- 
Cab,  about  the  time  qf  the  evening  oblationy  (Dan.  ix. 
21*)  fo  I  am  now  fent,  by  God's  fpectal  command,  to 
bring  thefe  joyful  tidings  to  you* 

■  20  And  fince  you  require  a  further  Ggn  to  aJFure  you 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  fay,  you  fhall  have  a  very- awful 
one,  which  (hall  be  a  juft  punifhmeat  of  your  prefent 
unbelief,  and  a  prefage  of  God's  Glenchig  the  Levkical 
priefthood,  as  well  as  a  merciful  fupport  and  confirma¬ 
tion  of  your  future  faith :  Behold,  you  fhall  inffantly  be 
flruck  dumb,  and  from  this  time  forward  net  be  able  to 
open  your  month  more,  till  the  child  I  fpeak  pf  fhall  be 

born  ; 

NOTE. 

an*  bo  7*Vi  haptHm*  dup*  lii*  *1,  14- — 1 
And  is  xafrcxf  If  admirer*  prepared*  IS  *  p»r- 
ridpk  of  the  prewt  ttnfc,  )t  may  at  Infl  IS 
well  refer  to  wLai  God  had  dune,  as  to  vthit 
John  fcoiiLd  do  in  pjrpanng  *  jxuplc  for 
thrift;  and*  raking  Xufca*  for  t he  ablative 
Cife,  the  fenfe  *i1l  be,  a  people  prefarvjlj 
the  Lera*  l  lure  1  bereftne  included  all  theta 
fevlh  in  the  piuvrph^le* 


|  ErirfAfor  **f Jtsf  outlier  trt  TiM&t 

roay  be  rendered,  $9  Itnn  J be  harts' .rf  the 
fathers  wr tk  the  eUidrtn  ;  And  Dr  Ugh/#! 
obtenrw,  tbi,  tn  the  vcriiizigi  of  the  pro 
phris,  the  eburth  of  the  Gentiles  are  fpoken 
of  of  children  bo  the  Jjrvifit  ehorch,  particu¬ 
larly  Id  Ifat  It*.  Si  1 3*  5t  lx.  4;  j,  p.  & 
ii.  f,  3t  Ixvi*  n±  Aceurduia 

wdf 


xvi*  iit  Aceurduialf  Gentile 
piihljeant  and  foldifr?*  as  wdT  as 


T  L 

The  BvangefiJ}  Luke  parapbra/ed. 


I* 


craft  thon  he- 
Iimfl  not  my 
word*  ,  widen 

JhJl  be  fulfilled 
in  their  (Won. 

it' And  the 
people  waited  for 
ZacbuM^)  and 
marvelled  that  be 
tarried  Q>  long  in 
the  temple. 

air  And  when 

he  came  ou,  be 

could  not  fj>eak 
lmto  them :  and 
they  ptredved 
t bat  he  had  teen 
a  vifioo  in  tbc 
temple  i  for  he 
beckoned  tmto 
them  /  and 
mained  fpcecb- 

leli. 

a  3  And  it  came 
to  pafa»  that  a* 
toon  u  the  day* 
of  his  mmiftra- 
lion  were  accom¬ 
pli  ft  td,  be  de¬ 
parted  to  bit  own 
noofe- 

'  14  And  after 
t  hf  dc  day  t  hit  wi  r« 
EtiCibctfi  contri¬ 
ved,  agd  bid  hcr- 
ftif  fire  m  out  hi  t 

faying. 

if  Thus  bath 
the  ljonf  dealt 
with  me  in  the 
days  wherein  he 
bilked  on  me,  to 
take  my  my 
reproach  among 


men.  ^  , 

iff  And  in  the 
fiiuh  ntoiiih,  the 
■"gd  Gabriel  was 
(cut  from  God, 
tinto  a  city  of  G*- 
(ike  named  Na- 
ltreth ; 

ij  T«>*  virgin 
c floated  to  a  man 

Wrhoft 


born  i  becaufe  you  diftrufted  the  power  and  goodnefs  of 
God,  as  if  he  could  not,  or  would  not,  perform  this 
his  promise  by  me,  which  in  due  time  (hall  certainly  be 
accompli  (bed. 

21  While  thefe  things  detained  Zachqriar  longer 
than  ordinary,  the  people  continued  waiting  at  the  door 
for  his  return  to  dibnifs  them  with  the  tdeffing,  as  ufual, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  and  they  were  uirprtfed  to 
find  that  he  fpent  fo  much  time  in  the  temple. 

21  At  length  he  came  out ;  and  they,  perceiving  that 

be  was  not  able  to  pronounce  the  blemng  upon  them, 
thought  fomething  extraordinary  had  happened,  and 
loon  underftood  that  he  had  fees  a  vifion  wnilft  he  was 

^  ■  f 

in  the  holy  place;  for  he  intimated  this  by  making  fome 
awful  Ggns,  he  continuing  to  be  both  deaf  and  dumb  f. 

23  Now  when  he  had  ibid  out  the  days  of  bis  mi* 
niftration  for  offering  incenfe  (which,  notwitbflanding 
his  being  deaf  and  dumb,  be  could  eafily  go  on  with) 
according  to  the  order  of  his  courfe,  he  returned  to  his 
own  family  in  the  country. 

24, 25.  And  foon  afterwards  bis  wife  EUfabeth  con¬ 
ceived,  according  to  the  promife ;  who,  finding  her  lei  f 
to  be  with  child,  retired  from  company  for  five  months, 
that  (he  might  avoid  the  danger  of  contracting  ceremo¬ 
nial  unclean  pc  fs  while  (he  was  breeding  a  Nazarite, 
(ver.  15.) ;  and  that  fhe  might  not  feem  to  boa  ft  of  the 

high  honour  God  had  done  her,  nor  be  troubled  with 
the  difcoqrfe  and  remarks  of  people  about  it  5  but  prin¬ 
cipally  tliat  (he  might  hare  the  better  opportunity  for 
daily  rejoicing  in  her  own  foul,  and  hleifing  God  for 
his  wonderful  favour,  in  looking  with  fuel)  unexpected 
mercy  upon  her,  to  take  away  the  reproach  of  barren  nefs 
even  in  tier  old  age,  and  to  give  her  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  Ion  as  fhould  be  the  forerunner-  of  the  Mdhah  himfelf. 

2 6,  27.  Then  in  the  Hath  month  after  flie  had  con¬ 
ceived,  the  angel  Gabriel,  who  had  appeared  and  car¬ 
ried  good  tidings  to  Zatbarias  in  the  temple,  (ver.  19.) 
was  again  fent  from  God  to  a  city  of  the  Lower  Galilee  % 
called  Nazareth,  to  a  certain  pure  virgin  there,  whofe 
name  was  Mary,  and  who  was  contracted  $  to  one  Je- 

fipb 

NOTES. 


f  Ggntfiw  dtsf,  as  **cll  aj  dmui : 

And  h  Icemj  plain  th'ui  l.e  was  u  unable  to 
hear,  as  h«  was  t«  f|K.k ;  fur  his  friends 
vcit  Cured  to  make  jigns  to  him*  that  he 
might  under  ft  and  ibem,  ver.  6z* 

t  The  PhoriJ&s  'pretended  that  no  pro* 
phet  arofe  but  of  G witty  John  v«i,  $\w  Uut 
Pr  ti obterves,  (hut  the  prophet  Jo¬ 
nah  W43  of  Gvftlttt  rad  that  the  prophets 


Ehjih  and  ESfic  were  very  too  ver  bo  t  there. 

}  It  was  cuflomary  among  ilte  Jrvs,  for 
perfons  that  married,  to  enter  into  mutual 
contract  -iu  the  pretence  of  witndcs,  firnic 
time  before  they  came  together;  rad  as 
Chrift  was  to  be  born  of  a  pure  virgin,  fo 
Ibe  wiHum  of  God  ordered  it  to  be  of  not 
tfptkfrdj  that*  for  the  honour  of  marriage* 
and  preventing  reproach*  he  might  have  a 


The  C  O  N  TEN 

^  Chak  L 

H  E  EvmtjpBft's  ttjUnmy  concerning  the 
eternal  the  tjEcf  W  incarna¬ 

tion  of  Chrift,  iy-^14.  John  the  BaptiftV 

ifaer  1 

Cbr^tt  cnHbtg  cf  jtveraf  to  be  bts&f rifles, 

38,— ji.  p. 

■  .  ■  - 

Cb AF*  IT. 

jVijT  Ainu  uraAr  ruin  n/  Cant  of  Galilee, 

i^U.  Got s  so  Capernaum,  ti«  Goes 

frtmtbfnet  pa' keep  ike  pajfbvcr  d.  Jcn& 

temtvikere  he  tofts  the  testers  ait  of  the 

temple,  vinJteetei  vbdt  he  had  dene,  and 

decline  i  tr lifting  bimft^fvnfi  pretended  difri* 

pletit  3,— as.  ■  p%»8j. 

■  ■-  ■ 

-uC RAF,  ITT. 

Ntcodetuus  about  regene* 
rath*  *md  fritkia  bhnftlfiy  r, — ir.  John 
the  Bapciflrrd^nftr/#  -anti  tie  people  ten* 
ccraiag  Jeffry  p.  aflp. 

1 

-  '  * 

Ghaf.  IV, 

‘hrift  roes  from  Judcr  into  Samuil,  r,— tf* 
Hi  ifiatoft  -qrifb  the  womens  of  Sttnaru,  7, 
—16.  Tbotfefl  if  had  up9*bcry%}r—\o* 
His  Sfionrfe  with  bis  dijiipfes^  31,— 38, 
Mdtj  Samittbni  Mfw  ^  30,-41* 
And  be  tits  to  Galilee,'  mi  teals  'a  noblc- 
sums  fentherc,  43>-"~S4*  ■  P*  3«. 

r 

Chap.  V, 

hrift  ettrep  a  man  onthe  fabboth  day,  who  lay 
at  the  pool  of  Gtffrcfift,  aud  had  been  lame 
tbeny  eight  years,  1,-0*  The  Jew*  qtutr* 
rrf  tibiat  it,  iq, — it.  Chrift  vindicates  Hm- 
Jdft  by  offering  bis  own  divine  ebarafitr  os 
the  Sat  *f  God* .  *7,-31.  Proves  this  by 
the  fcftbM 9  efljoho^tto  Baptifh,  of  l&mun 
?m racks*  of.  bis  Father y  and  of  the  Old  Tefi* 
tamenifenpiurts,  31,-30*  And  charges 
the  Jew*  w/i  warmer  which  they 

wt*tgffitoy<f*io^i+  p.  u** 

■ 

CtjAp.  VI. 

hrifi's  feeing  five  thuja rJ  wtih  five  loaves 
tind  two  fmalt  ftfiet,  1,-14,  H;j  walk* 
ing  upon  the  wafer  of  the  fra,  tj,- — 11*  His 
thfiourfi  with  the  people  at  Capernaum  cm* 
etrairg  btmfclfy  as  ike  bread  of  fife,  tetafott- 
ed  by  she  mradcof  the  leaves,  n, — S9-  His 
difaples  dtifa&sfaHioa  at  sins  difeoarfe,  and 
hi  reproof  of  them  for  it,  6o, — tf*.  The 
epcftacy  of  many  from  him,  and  the  odhe* 
reace  of  ethers  to  him,  on  that  ecu* ft  on,  66, 
71-  p.  330. 

chap.  vn, 

brij  r^fitfes  to  go  with  his  kindred  to  Jeru  la- 
Icra,  Goes  privately  afterwards, 

10,-13.  Preaches  ra  the  temfih,  and  dfi- 
cwrfes  with  the  Jew'*,  in  the  mtyl  of  tie  fa  ft 


Tf  of  JOHN,  Hi 

* 

of  tabernacles,  ahnt  htf  doffrine,  14,-18* 

Ahmf  iheir  charge  of  hr  breaking 

and  going  about  to  kill  him  an  that  account, 

jp,— 14.  A*td  about  btutfilf,  x$t — His 
grachus  iflidiutiott  to  fin  tiers  on  the  left  da*  of 
ike  feaft,  37,* — IP*  Tie 'different  reception 
'  he  me/  with,  40,^4-  And  'the  angry  "da* 
bates  of  the  Fharifcc*  about  the  officers  not 

apprebaufag  him,  4i, — J3*  P-  J4^* 

■  -  ■  ■  --  r 

Crap.  VIII 

Chrifi*!  treatment  of  the  woman  taken  m 
UrjtJs, — ii.  Hh  preach  at  himfetf  as  the 
tghlff  the  work#,  and  landic/rfing  bfi  doe- 
Mtet  1 3, —  30,  Hr;  offer  ting  the  freedom  cf 
hi s  dtfibpleSy  and  anfutering  toe  cavils  of  the 

Jew*  agaittfi  U,  and  their  glorying  m  Ahnt- 
im  at  their  Fatter  y  and  ms  < ft  offing  curt 
of  their  hands,  31, — *0.  p.  jj0, 

Cbap,  IX. 

Chrift  gives  fight  to  a  man  wfo  was  bom  blind) 
1  ,<“7*  Several  difi caffes  en  that  cecnfion 
oniang  the  neighbours  ikemfelves,  and  he  twee  a 

ikcHt  and  tins  poor  man^  By — *  *,  Between 
the  Fhanftea  and  bint,  13^—34,  Between 
C^ri^  and  hint,  35,-36.  And  between 
■  Chrift  and  fame  cf  the  Pharttecr,  30, — 41* 

Tp-  37 

Chap.  X. 

Chrift  the  door  ntsd  thejbepherd  of  the  fieep,  s3 
^—18.  Dfficreji  t  opi  mm  of  ike  people  concern* 
trig  him,  ipT — 11.  His  dif pates  with  the 
j  ew*  about  his  bti  1 tg  the  Chrift,  and  equal  with 
God,  xx, — 38.  JJ/r  tfiaphsj  their  fury,  aud 
returning  bed  hayoad  Jordan,  3^, — 4*. 

P-  304. 

Chap.  XI, 

The  tidings  which  Chrift  received  of  Lazarus’* 
fieknejs,  1 , — -1 4,  ■  The  vifii  he  made  to  kh  fif- 
ters,  when  hekeard  of  his  death,  r  7  ,—  31,  itj 
raifwg  him  from  the  dead,  3  3, — 44*  And 
the  cfc8  of  this  ca  different  forts  of  per * 

MU  5T-,  P-  3J>*. 

J 

Ctiat.  xn, 

Mary  anowts  CknjPi  ftei  aU  Bethany,  i,— 
8.  The  people  fioek  to  fie  him  aud  I.azatttf, 
p.  The  chief  prieji's  cci fit  It  to  kill  drift, 
jo,— 1 1*  He  ride  1  i»‘  triumph  to  Jrrufdcm, 
1  %  t — 1  j).  The  Greeks  defire  to  fee  W,  ao, 
—ii.  He  foretells  lir  crash  and  ki  eft  eels, 
*3i — 33*  Hit  fokmn  warning  to  the  Jewr, 
34,— 3tf.  The  cotltuucd  infidelity  of  toe  ge¬ 
nerality  cf  them,  tlcugh  feme  if  the  rulers 
believed  him  so  he  the  Aieffinh,  bnt  Aid  »;?l 
cm  v  him,  37, — 43*  1H  tfjjoii  his  divine 

tnifticM,  44, — JO,  p.  41'p, 

ch^p.  xnr, 

CbrijPs  ltrfi  time  of  earing  the  p^fi  hat  (upper, 

i? — 3.  Ht*  wfifi'es  hs  difiiples  feet,  to  fit 
ti  Ju  e.;„ifj.y*.V  r-f  Is  maty  a  fid  fove,  4,— 


4*4. 

Tin 
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17.  Gi-ufj  notice  beforehand  who  ftoold  be* 
trey  him,  rS,— 30*  J'T.v/hih  brotherly  love 
upon  bit  difiipks*  jt, —  foretells 

PeterV  denying  him *  — 38.  p.  411* 

Chap,  XIV. 

The  beginning  of  Ckrift's  farewell  fermoa,  in 
which  be  com 1  forts  bis  &  fa  pits  under  their 
troubles  with  promifes  of  heaven,  it — J. 
Speaks  of  himfttf  us  the  way  to  the  Father, 
and  of  his  own  being  one  with  him,  6, — i*. 
Affkret  his  di fa  pies  that  he  will  anfwer  the 
prayers  which  they  offer  up  in  his  name,  t  j, 
tip  Prormfes  another  Comforter,  and  gra¬ 
cious  mamfeftatians  of  Mmfelf  and  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther  ^  i  — 14*  Repeats  the  pranufe  of  iht 
Comforter^  bequeaths  a  legacy  of  peart  to 
them,  and  concludes  the  ftrft  part  of  bis  dif- 

mjfir  If *»3K  D  131. 

Chip.  XV. 

A  continuation  of  Chrift*s  farewell  firman,  in 
which  he  f peaks  of  bimfeljf  and  tis  difsiples 
under  the  firmiitade  of  a  vine  and  its  franeb- 
eSf.  1,-7.  Commands  them  to  abound  in 
fruits  of  bofirtefti  and  particularly  ixHove  one 
to  another,  by  virtue  of  their  union  v ith  him* 

And  comforts  than  agmft  the  ha¬ 
tred  and  perf centum s  of  the  world,  *0,-17. 

p.  44*, 

Chap*  XVK 

The  coneJafian  of  Gbrifi's  farewell  fermost,  in 
which  be  forewarns  his  difriplti  of  perfects- 
cuibns,  and  taka  notice  of  tbar  prefext  jfrit/i 
1 , — 5*  And  promifis  to  fend  the  Holy  Shaft, 
1, — >).  To  vifit  them  again  in  perfon,  as 
well  os  by  bis  Spirit  after  his  rcfurreBian, 
1^— 11.  To  feettre  a  gradovs  anfwer  to 
tbeir  prayers  in  bit  name,  13/— 3*,  And  to 
give  them  peace  amid  ft  all  tbeir  tribulations 
tn  the  world,  33.  p*  44 p. 

Chap.  XVIT, 

Cur  lard>s  prayer  before  bis  death ,  for  Mmfeff 
1  a—  j .  For  all  that  were  already  colled*  6» 


— 10.  Mtft  immcduftclj  far  the  apoftk:, 
tlutt  they  might r  he  prefirved  and  fatmifted* 
1 1 , — 19.  For  the  whole  church,  4s  writ  as 
the,  apoftles,  that  they  might  be  united  and  gto- 
ftfjcd,  101 — 14-  And  particularly  for 
the  apoftles*  *$,  16*  p.  45®» 


Chap.  3CVm, 

Cknfl  U  betrayed  by  ]ssdu,  and  aypnheniai  in 
the  garden,  t , — 11.  Is  examined,  and  aba* 
fed  us  the  court  of  the  Mgb-priefi,  and  demed 
h  Peter,  13, — 47.  And  ts  prifeeuted  he* 
fore  Pibtc,  who  examined  him,  18, — 40. 

p*  44S* 

CtfAP.  XIX* 

The  remainder  of  Gbrffs  trial  before  Pilate, 
tf— 1  f,  Hjx  condemnation  and  execute*, 
itf, — 18.  Hfr  title  placed  m  the  crofi  over 
iht  J fctti 

that  attended  his  hanging  on  the  erofh  13,— 
19.  Hu  death,  and  the  piercing  of  Ks  fide, 
30,—  37.  And  Ms  hurt  A  ay  Jofeph  of 
Arimatbn  and  Nicodei&iis,  39,-41, 

p.  47 <5* 


Chap.  XX* 

he  refetneB&n  of  Chrife  U  proved  bf  Us  bo¬ 
dy's  not  hang  foxnd.  in  she  fepulehre,  and 
the  grave-clothes  lying  in  good  order  there,  t* 
—to.  By  two  angels  appearing  to  Mary 
Magdalene  at  the  jcpuhhrt,  n, — 13*  By 
Chrtjfs  own  appearing  to  her,  14, — 18>  By 
bis  appearing  that  everting  to  all  the  apqftles, 
except  Thomas,  if, — j  £.  And  by  ms  &P~ 

ptfAug  W  them  again  that  day  fcven-nighl, 
Thomas  being  then  with  them,  x6, — 31, 

p*  dpT* 

PtrlD.  3TYT_ 


Chrift  &feavtrs%nfelf  again  to  fevtnd  dtftrples 
at  the  fta  <?f  Tibcrwi,  and  ats  with  them,  1 , 
— T4*  Orders  Pew  fir.  feed  Usfeecp  and 
lambs,  13,-17*  Fbrrtetls  the  manner  of 
Peter 's  death,  18,  19-  And  checks  Ms  cvn- 
ofity  about  John,  aop— *3*  ThecncSajwn 

of  this  Gofctl,  14.  ij.  P-4PJ* 


K 


A  PKAC- 


Ch.  i*  The  Evangetift  Luke  paraphrafed.  $ 

jfi  And  be-  And*  for  tbc  further  confirmation  of  your  faith 

rufebrtl?  heretpj  obferve  what  a  wonderful  thing  God  has  alrca* 

bub  iifocontei*  dy  done  upon  one  of  our  own  relations:  Your  kirtfwo- 
?ed  t  ion  w  her  mafl  on'  your  mother's  lidc,  f  BVj/ditfA  by  name,  has 

kfh?uittbraanib  »imcuIonfly  and  unotpeticdly  conceived  a  fon  in  her 
with  bn-,  who  old  age*  a  ibn  who  is  to  go  infere  tbe  Lord  in  the  /pi - 

vuedtod  barren.  rit  and  p&wer  of  (vcr.  *7.};  and*  though  Ihe  ne¬ 

ver  bore  a  child  before*  the  is  now  fiirfiombt  gone  with 
this,  fo  that  the  figns  of  tier  pregnancy  are  by  this  time 
.  '  vtfible:  The  fame  power  thmiorc  wifi  cautt;  you  alfo, 
though  continuing  a  virgin*  to  conceive  and  being  forth 
a  Son* 


Goa  nothing  Quit 
be  hnpoflUuc. 


|h  And  Mary 

Aid,  Behold  tbe 
handmaid  of  the 
Lord,  be  h  uriro 
me  according  to 
rhy  uiifd.  And 
the  angel  deput¬ 
ed  from  her. 


J9  And  Wiry 
aiute  is  -  choic 
days,  ^nd  went 
into  tbe  htH  - 
coo  d  try  with 

hafle,  into  a  city 

rijudi}  . 


37  For  this  is  as  poflible  to  Got!  as  that ;  It  is  the 
power  of  the  Highdt  that  I  told  you  {hall  come  upon  you 
for  this  purpofcj  and  nothing  can  he  toabard  for  God  to 
do;  he* having  undertaken  and  promised*  will  perform  it* 

38  Then  Mary,  wkh  great  humility,  faith,  and  reve~ 
ret  ice*  replied*  Behold,  here  am  l  before  the  Lord  as 
hts  fervant ;  let  him  do  with  me  what  Teems  good  in  his 
fight ;  I  am  amazed  that  all  this  grace  Ihould  be  fhcwu 
To  me*  who  am  unworthy  of  the  leait  of  bis  mercies * 
but  finCe  God  is  pieafed  to  condefoend  fo  far  as  to  di* 
ftinguilh  me  by  fuch  a  fignal  a£t  of  favour,  I  thankful* 
ly  accept  it,  rejoice  in  it*  and  humbly  depend  jj  upon 
his  power*  faithfulncis,  and  goodnefs,  to  perform  ir, 
according  to  the  word,  which  thou  bait  told  me  from 
the  Lord*  Hereupon  the  angel*  having  difpatched  his 
m  diage*  returned  back  to  heaven. 

39  Soon  after  this,  tbe  virgin  took  a  long  journey  of 
fame  f cores  of  miles,  with  all  convenient  Jpeed,  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  city  which  lay  in  (he  mountainous  parrs  of  Ju* 
den7  where  Zacharies  and  Elijabcih  dwelt*  that  fbe 
might  furt her  fatisfy  herfelf  concerning  the  truth  of  what 
the  angel  had  told  her  about  Elifabetb*&  being  with 
child*  and  might  have  the  opportunity  of  comparing 
notes  and  rejoicing  with  her*  and  of  improving  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  retirement  for  devotion  in  tbe  family  of  fuch 


NOTE. 


n  ^diguing  lie  xeafon,  Dtf  *'hy  Chrift, 
confidi-Fed  me rely  4  God,  bat  why  Jus  *n- 
tirt  Pttltm,  or  vhy  hi$  bwaatt  Mfurc  u  in 
perianal  onion  nith  tbc  divine*  fitmld  be 
failed  the  Son  of  God, 

|  Though  Etifiktib  «u  of  the  houfe  of 
Aaron,  «nd  Mary  of  the  bouie  of  David,  by 
(her  father's  they  might  6c  related  by 
their  mothers ;  for  the  hw  [ft’mti.  xxivl 
9*  $*)  only  forbad  heireffw  merry  lag  in  to 
another  tribe;  and  »  tbc  hn>ii!c»  of  David 
and  of  Lm  often  intermarried*  Providence 
ordered  th*l  the  mother  of  our  Jr^d  Jbould 


U 

be  a-kin  fo  family,  that  royalty  and 

prkfthood  might  unite  m  him. 

y  it  lccm$  by  no  mean*  improbable  but 
that  th|*  rime  of  the  virgin'*  humble  faith* 
cotiknt,  approbation*  and  expectation,  migin 
be  the  very  time  ol  tbc  Holy  GhuEt’s  coo.iiij; 
upon  lxr,  <uid  ufher  conceiving  U y  btsjxivr- 
tr, 

f  It  is  very  likely  that  this  was  Hdr*wt 
beciale  chat  rily  wjj  iitOiiied  in  the  fcill- 
country  of  and  was  given  to  the  h-u'i: 

ot  Aersn  for  i*2icritai;cc.  it* 

IX, 


And  enter* 
ed  into  the  Jioufe 
of  Z^chanUj  and 

talucd  £  tiftbedi- 


4*  And  it 
fame  to  pat$t  that 
ukn  Elilabetli 
hutd  the  fulnta* 
cion  of  Mary,  the 
hebc  leaped  in 
her  womb :  and 
F.lii&btth  was  fill¬ 
ed  'rich  the  holy 
Gholi. 

4.x  And  fbc 
dpafce  out  with  a 
Joud  voice*  ami 
ik<d,  Blefled  ivrt 
thou  among  wo¬ 
men,  and  bkttl'd 
ii  the  fruit  of  thy 


43  And  whence 
ii  thiito  me,  that 
the  mother  of  tny 
Jjord  (hoitld  conic 
*0  me? 


44  For  fat  tr 
foot}  as  t hr  voice 
i>f  thy  fahitatjon 
founded  in  mine 
ears ,  the  luhc 
leaped  in  my 
womb' for  joy. 


4  s  And  blefled 
ii  Ihe  that  belie¬ 
ved  :  for  there 
fliall  be  a  per¬ 
formance  of  thole 
things  which  were 
told  tier  from  the 
(Lor tL 


And  Mary 
faid. 
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a  religious  prieft. 

40  And  coming  into  Zacbariat* 6  houfe,  who  was 
deal'  and  dumb,*  (he,  applying  to  EU/abetb,  congratulated 
her  being  with  child  though  fo  far  advanced  in  yean j 
.telling  her  at  the  fame  time  of  the  vifion  which  fhe  her- 
felf  had  feen,  and  of  wbat  the  angel  had  fa  id  to  her* 

41  No  loaner  did  EUfahtth  hear  tins  lalutation  of 
Mary,  but  the  child,  by  a  divine  tmprefs  upon  it,  made 
an  uncommon,  -lively,  fpringing  motion  within  her, 
like  one  that  leaped  for  joy ;  and  Eli/abeth  herfelf  was, 
at  the  fame  infiant,  filled  with  a  prophetic  afflatus  o£  the 
Spirit  of  God. 

42  And  fhe,  turning  to  Maryt  lifted  op  her  voice, 
faying,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  O  bappy,  thrice  happy 
creature  1  wbat  an  honour  lias  God  put  upon  you  1 1 
have  indeed  been  highly  favoured  beyond  my  defert; 
but  never  was  any  woman  upon  earth  (defied  like  you, 
whom  God,  in  the  riches  of  his  mercy,  has  Jingled  out 
to  be  the  mother  of  the  great  and  glorious  Mettiah,  in 
whom  all  nations  fhall  be  blefled,  and  who  (hall  be 
blefled  in  himfelf,  and  be  ashed  in  hleflings  arid  prai- 
fes  for  evermore. 

43  And  how  can  1  fuffidently  prize  and  admire  the 
honour  done  to  me,  that  I  fhould  have  a  vilit  from  the 
mother  of  the  Mefliah,  who  is  my  Lord,  and  the  great 
Lord  of  all  1  Why  is  this  further  crowning  favour  ad¬ 
ded  to  that  which  has  lately  been  fhewn  to  fo  unworthy 
an  handmaid  as  I  am  ?  It  fills  me  with  wonder  and 
tranfport  to  rhink  of  it: 

44  For,  furpriliug  as  it  may  feera  to  hear  me  fay  it, 
the  very  child  1  am  big  with  was  fo  affe&ed  with  your 
falutation,  that,  as  fbon  as  you  began  to  fpcak,  I  perfect¬ 
ly  felt  it  leap  within  me,  as  if  it  really  knew  that  the 
Saviout’s  bit  th  would  foon  fucceed  its  own,  and  that  I 
had  then  the  honour  of  a  vilit  from  the  happy  woman 
who  fhould  bear  and  bring  him  forth. 

45  And  as  for  you,  who,  like  a  true  daughter  of  A- 
braham ,  daggered  not  at  the  promife  through  unbelief, 
but  was  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God,  you  are 
blefled  indeed,  and  a  happy  inftrument  of  the  greateft 
bleiffrdnefs  to  others ;  for  be  is  faithful  who  has  promt- 
fed,  and  the  wonderful  things  which  you  have  been  af- 
fured  of  from  the  Lord  fhall  certainly  come  to  pafs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  word,  and  according  to  your  faith. 

4 6  Mary>  being  greatly  encouraged  and  confirmed 
by  the  things  fhe  now  heard,  was  likewife  filled  with 
holy  ccflafy }  and,  the  Spirit  of  God  coming  upon  her 
as  well  as  Elifabetht  fhe  broke  out  into  this  praifing 
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laid ,  My  foul 
b  magnify  the 
Lord, 

47  And  my 
ipirit  bach  requi¬ 
ted  in  God  my 
Saviour. 


48  For  he  hath 

regarded  the  lov 
eftztc  of  hi*  h  and- 
maideo;  For  he* 
bold,  from  hence¬ 
forth  all  genera¬ 
tion*  (hail  call  me 
tidied. 


49  Tor  he  chit 
h  mighty  hath 
done  to  me  great 
thing*:  and  holy 
it  hii  name. 


50  And  hit 

mercy  is  on  them 
fii it  for  him , 

lrum  generation 
to  generation. 


&  Tic  hath 
fhc«i  ilmigth 
with  his  arm  ;  be 
hath  Mattered  the 

proud  in  tlie  iaaa- 
ginuiou  o £  their 

Kearw* 
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fong :  A))  the  powers  of  my  foul  are  united  in  exalriog 
and  adoring  the  greatnefe  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord, 
which  he  has  manifefted  to  me  f 

47  And  my  heart  exults  and  triumphs  in  Jefus,  the 
Son  of  the  Higheft,  in  whom  I  believe  f  as  my  own 
God  and  Saviour,  who  will  bring  redemption  to  his  un¬ 
worthy  handmaid,  together  with  tbofe  that  are  looking 
for  it  in  IfraeJ. 

48  For  on  n*  he  has  (looped  fo  low 

as  to  look  with  amazing  companion  on  his  poor  con¬ 
temptible  fervant,  whole  perlon  and  family  were  funk 
into  the  utmoft  obfeurity  and  contempt.  luftearf  of  his 
taking  birth  from  fome  great  and  noble  parentage,  be, 
in  his  mere  good  pleafure  and  matc’nlefs  grace,  has 
chofcn  to  confer  this  Angular  honour  upon  me:  For  many 
in  the  prefent,  and  thro*  all  fucceeding  ages  to  the  end 
of  the  world,  (hall  rife  up,  and  count  me  happy  in  my- 
felf,  thro3  faith  in  him  for  my  own  (klvation ;  and  an 
highly  favoured  inftrument  of  bteCGngs  to  them,  by  be* 

ing  the  mother  of  whom  their  Saviour  was  born. 

49  For  the  God,  whofe  power  is  infinite,  has  done 
wonderful  things,  beyond  expectation  and  expreifion, 
and  beyond  all  thought ;  he  has  magnified  his  fovereign 
and  almighty  grace  to  tne,  for  his  own  glory,  whole 
name  is  holy  and  reverend  in  itfelf,  in  this  and  all  his 
manifeftations,  ways  and  works,  and  in  the  eyes  of  (hints 
and  angels :  As  fuch  let  it  be  folemnly  adored  and  praife<J 
for  ever. 

50  And  this  is  hot  a  juft  acknowledgement  of  him, 
the  riches  of  whofe  free  and  tender  mercy,  efpecially  in 
tbe  incarnation  of  his  own  Son,  are  extended  not  to 
me  only  J,  but  likewife  to  all  who  worfhip  and  ferve  him 
with  reverence  and  godly  fear ;  and  that  from  fathers  to 
children,  and  from  age  to  age,  till  time  (hall  be  no  more. 

j 1  His  way  herein  is  like  tbofe  methods  of  providence 
in  which  he  exerts  remarkable  a&s  of  the  exceeding 
greatnefs  of  his  power  for  the  help  of  his  people  and  the 
confufion  of  his  enemies ;  as  in  former  ditpen rations, 
fo  likewife  in  this  :  He  abafes  the  haughty  in.  all  thefe 
fchemes,  and  chufes  the  weak  things  of  this  world  to 

con- 

N  O  T  B. 


f  Herr,  and  In  the  next  rcric*  the  virgin 
items  co  (urn  her  thoughts  to  Chrilt  himfclf 
who  was  to  he  born  of  her,  calling  him  her 
God  and  Saviour,  bectuft  the  angel  told  her 
thv  he  Ihonld  be  the  Soa  of  the  Higheft, 
whole  Dime  Iboutd  be  Jtfut  the  Saviour  j  and 
fhc  rejoiced  in  hope  of  her  own  everhfting 
frlvttioD  through  faith  In  him,  which  ir  a 
bltjjng  common  to  nil  true  bd^verf,  mure 


then  in  being  his  mother  after  ihcfefh,  whlc U 
war  as  honour  peculiar  to  her;  Ivcaaic, 
without  thefirft.  the  mu  ft  have  bn-nlar  ever 

#  "  H 

miserable  Uotwiihftactdiog  the  lult, 

}  Here  the* virgin  Ix^ttu  m  carry  her 
thoughts,  like  one  of  a  public  (pint,  to  an 
extend vc  rkwof  the  Ipiriwul  km  fits  that 
were  to  be  brought  in  to  others  by  die  Mftiy 
(ush  w]iq  Lhoald  be  boia  of  htu 

■  r  F  1  r 
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fitteliath  put 
do^  n  thi:  ui  ifthiy 
finm  thtlt  'tjrij 
and  rfcaSzul  them 
*tl  luw  (Ic^iCC. 


%  3  Tie  hath  fill-* 
c<1  th«  hungry 
villi  g'uiil  tilings  ^ 
and  the  rich  lie 
hath  lew  empty 
away* 


54  He  hath 
bed  pen  hit  ier- 
vsuit  Ifracl  ,  in 
re  mem  brunet  uf 
h:t  mercy* 

Si  Ashejfpakc 
(ft  our  fathers,  to 
Abraham,  and  to 
fc;s  fe d  lor  ever. 


f d  A  nd  Ma¬ 
ry  abode  with 
her  abour  three 
months,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  her 
p*  a  IrorJe, 


confound  the  mighty* 

52  He  who  humbled  the  pride  of  Egypt*  Ajffiia*m& 
Babylon*  and  pulled  down  Pharaoh*  Sennacherib*  and 
Nebuchadnezzar*  from  their  thrones,  and  railed  upo- 
tbers  in  their  ttcad ;  and  who  in  his  holy  providence} 
brings  fome  lam*  and  lifts  others^*  (l  Sam:  it*  7*  8!) : 
He*  in  rh^dtfpenfatkms  of  his  grace*  humbles  proud* 
felf- righteous*  and  fetf-fufficient  tippers;  deftroys  their 
refuge  oflies,  and  breaks  to  pieces  that  vain  confidence; 
and  he  revives  the  hearts  of  the  humble  and  contrite  ones* 
and  puts  the  htgheft  honour  upon  them. 

53  He  has  granted  the  defire  of  filch  as  fee  their  need 
of  a  Saviour*  are  ear  nett  in  -their  inquires  after  him, 
and  cannot  be  fattsfied  without  him  $  and  has  enriched 
them  with  the  beft  of  bieflings :  And*  on  the  other 
hand,  he  has  rcje&ed  thofe  that  are  full  of  themfelves* 
that  bo  a  ft  of  ridies  iti  their  own  merit*  or  in  the  good 
opinion  of  others*  or  in  having  the  trea fores  of  this 
world*  and  take  up  their  reft  in  thefe  things  as  if  they 
needed  nothing  more  to  make  them  happy;  he  has  dee¬ 
med  them  the  bteftmgs  of  the  Mdliah’s  kingdom.' 

j4>  And*  as  to  God’s  own  peculiar  people  the 
Jews*  he  has  in  all  ages  part  been  particularly  gracious 
to  them  in  many  extraordinary  prefer? at  16 ns  and  ddi* 
rcrances ;  and  now*  when  they  were  funk  into  the 
grofTeft  darkneCs  and  corruptions  in  do&rine  and  prac¬ 
tice*  he  is  fcafonably  railing  up  a  Deliverer  from  their 
ignorance  and  error*  fin  and  ruin:  And  this  he  doth 
merely  for  his  mercy’s  fake*  which  at  fir  ft  induced  him 
to  make  them  his  people ;  and  to  promife  feveral  of  our 
fathers*  and  particularly  Abraham*  that  in  his  feed  all 
nations  of  the  earth  jbould  be  blejfed  t  which  good  word 
ihall  be  fulfilled,  as  it  was  defigned*  not  only  to  Abra * 
ham  himfdfj  but  to  all  his  fpiritual  feed*  firft  among 
the  Jews*  and  afterwards  among  the  Gentiles*  through 
all  ages  in  this  world*  ancLfor  ever  in  the  world  to  come: 

56  Thus  Mary  fang  the  praifes  of  God  on  account  of 
the  Mdfiah  who  fhould  be  born  of  her  :  And  when  Ihe 
had  fpent  about  three  months*  rejoicing  and  blefling 
God  with  ber  coufin  Eltfabrth*  tilt  fhe  was  thoroughly 
alTured  f  by  fads  that  God  was  fulfilling  his  word  to 
herfdf*  fhe  went  back  to  her  own  home. 

57  Now 


N  ° 

j  Ti  is  probable  that  the  Virgin  found  her- 
firtf  to  be  wuh  child  Vforc  Ihc teft  EBUbrih; 

Snd  fume  Aipolc  that  fhe  ftaiil  with  her  tilt 
he  £tw  Jicr  delivered  of  Trfa  the 
though,  for  the  fake  of  finiiuing  the  account 
here  given  of  Mirrjt  the  cvaageljft  uicutiou- 


T  E. 

ed  her  departure  before  EJifabct^s  delivery : 
But  it  is  more  generally  thought,  that  jlfary 
only  ibid  till  EiifabciPs  reckoning  wai  very 
unr  out;  and  then  returned  home,  tn  avoid 
the  company  that  would  tome  to  Zatbaria/ 
frQUreatforcmrkabLcabirrfiaj 
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NpvEUfa- 

h«IT*  fbil .  lime 

came ,  that  flue 
ftooid  be  deliver 
T «d ;  and  the- 
brought  forth  a 
fell,  ' 

j8  And  ber 
ocigHbours  and 

her  omfin*  heatd 

ho  w  the  tori  had 
Jheired  grat  mer¬ 
cy  upon  her;  ami 
*hey  rejoiced  with 

b«v 

S7  Aodkaame 
to  pafs,  that  on 
the  eighth  day 
they  came  to  or* 
cumdfelhc  child; 
and  they  called 
him  Zaehtrba  * 
after  tbe  mane  of 
bis  father. 

do  And  Ms 
mother  anfioeted 
and  laid.  Not/; 
hot  -  he  frail  be 
called  John. 

4i  And  they 
laid  her , 

Thctt  is  dOU  of 
tky  Jd aired  that 
is  called  by  this 
name. 


■  «t  Awl  they 
made  £gna  to  his 
Ltfhcr,  bow  he 
would  have  him 
called* 


<3  And  b  calk¬ 
ed  for  a  writing- 
Ubh,  and  wrote, 
faying}  Hbiuunc 
u  John.  And 
they  marvelled 
ilL 
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57  Nrw  when  EJifabelh'z  reckoning  was  out,  anfwer- 
ablc  to  the  full  time*rhat  Women  nfually  go  vich  childy 
ftc  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon,  according  to  God’s 
promiie  by  the  angel  to  her  hufband* 

58  The  tidings  of  this  were  foon  fpread  abroad  a> 
mong  bci  acquaintance  and  relations,  who  heard  how 
God  (  njiiy*>nni)  bad  magnified  bis  mercy,  in  taking  away 
ber  farmer  grievance,  and  putting  a  fignal  honour  upon 
her,  and.  that  in  old  hge,  by  giving  her  a  fon  out'  of  the 
common  courfe  of  nature,  from  whom  great  things 
might  be  expefted ;  and  they  came  to  vifit  and  congra¬ 
tulate  her  upon  this  joyful  occafion. 

59  And  when,  on  the  eighth  day  from  his  birth,  they 
came  ra  his  ctrcumtifion,  according  to  God's  appoint¬ 
ment  in  the  law  ;  as  it  was  cuftomary  to  name  the  child 
at  that  folemnity,  becaufe  it  was  at  tbe  circumcifion  of 
the  father  of  tbe  faithful  that  God  ftyjed  him  Abraham^ 
(Gen.  xvii.  5,  ire.)  the  company  generally  agreed  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  call  this  fon  Zachariatf  in  honour 
of  his  own  father's  name. 

<$o  But  (»«i)  Elifabetb  replied,  “  No,  no,  that  muff 
not  be  his  name  ;  it  (hall  be  John”  as  fhe  knew  \  God 
had  appointed  it  to  be. 

6 1  Her  friends,  furptifed  to  bear  her  fo  earned  and 
fo  peremptory  in  infilling  on  this,  expoftulated  with  her, 
faying,  What  a  ftrange  fancy  is  y out's  !  "W e  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  what  you  mean  by  it-,  fince  there  is  none  of  this 
name  among  all  your  relations  :  If  therefore  you  will 
not  admit  him  to  be  called  Z  a  chart  as furely,  in  refped 
to  your  own  family,  you  (hould  think  of  fome  other 
name  that  is  found  among  your  near  of  kin  $. 

62  At  laft,  to  end  the  difpute,  they  made  figns,  as 
well  as  they  could,  to  let  Zachnrias>  the  child's  father, 
know  what  they  were  talking  about,  he  being  deaf;  and 
to  delire  that,  as  the  right  lay  in  him,  fo  he  would  fig- 
nify  his  own  mind  as  to  the  name  that  {hould  be  gi¬ 
ven  to  his  fon. 

63  Then  he,  being  dumb  as  well  as  deaf,  made  figns 
to  them  to  give  him  a  writing-book;  and,  having  re¬ 
ceived  it,  fet  down  thefe  words,  according  to  the,  order 
of  the  angel,  (ver.  13.)  M  His  name  i s  John At  which 
all  the  company  were  amazed,  not  knowing  what  had 

palled 

NOTES. 

bcely  become  4  cuftom  among  tbe  J^h  a? 
it  i*  now-*-*  amougft  lUj  to  nil  thd: 
children  fry  ihrir  f;ir  tier's,  or  by  fume  of 
their  oat  kindreds  names;  but  u  wa t>  l*r 


|  Sh#  knew  ibis,  ai  Ik?  did  rbat  ber  fbn 
Aioaid  be  a  Naiaritc,  (ver-  u*)  cidicr  l>y 
infomatiui  from  Zoiturun  in  writing,  of 
bj  rtrcbue*  10  hwfcjf  pcrfunaUy. 


5  It  fotnn  as  if,  for  Ibcwing  honour  to 
luftucs  ood  flcif  relations,  k  were  ihco 


from  being  fo  ui  iincicjucr  time?,  as  ..ij'jHMr* 
from  the  geAwal,  if  nor  univemi  enrren;  ot 
iftm  in  tiw  tfid  Trftar-iciu, 


Ch.u 


*4 

And  his 
mouth  Unopen¬ 
ed.  immediately, 
«j«i  Jits  tongue 
tpvjcd ,  and  he 
(pike,  ami  pnifed 
God. 


Tfo  £vdji£t/f^  Luke  paraphrajid . 

pa  (Ted  betvteen  the  angel  and  him* 

64  And  tbe  time  being  now  expired,  rill  which  he 
was  to  continue  dumb  for  his  former  diffidence,  (ver. 
ao.)  God  immediately  redo  red  to  him  the  ufe  of  hid 
fpecch  *  and  his  tongue,  which  had  been  fo  long  Glen* 
ced,  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  employed  in  {hewing  forth 
the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  by  thankful  acknowledgments 
of  his  great  goodnds  in  giving  him  this  fon,  and  by 
humble  confefhon  of  the  iniquity  and  of  the  juft  punifli- 
ment  of  his  own  unbelief. 


df  And  fur 
fame  on  nil  that 
d'vdt  round  a- 
bow  them:  and 
all  diet  frying* 

vtre  norfca  a- 
brtud  thr&ughuut 
all  the  hilhcoun^ 

try  of  Judea  r 

6tf  And  all 
they  tlut  heard 
thtm ,  bid  t*c « 
up  in  their  hearts, 

frying  ,  W  hiu. 

mitmLf  of  child 
ih All  this he^  And 
the  band  of  the 

Jjo:d  was  with 


6j  And  Ms  fa¬ 
ther  ZadiaH*$ 
tea*  Ailed  with 

flit  holy  frhoftj 
and  prophetic*!  > 
frying, 

tie  BlrfM  be 
the  Lord  God- of 
iiratl;  far  he 
haih  vitited  ami 
redeemed  hbpto- 

pte, 


tfj  Anri  hull 
Failed  up  an  horn 

ol  ftlvaiiaa  for 

m  thr  boufe 
of  his  iViT^nt  Da* 
v*d  ; 


Now  the  report  of  this  birth,  and  of  the  miracu¬ 
lous  rircumftanccs  relating  to  it,  Walloon  fpread  in  the 
neighbourhood  round  about,  and  became  the  fubjeffc 
of  fcrious  converfation  in  all  places  through  the  aiouD' 
tainous  parts  called  the  hill-country  of  Jud*at  the  peo¬ 
ple  being  generally  filled  with  aftoniOiment  and  awful 
reverence  when  rliey  talked  or  thought  about  it* 

66  And  rhey  thar  heard  of  thefe  ftrange  things  took 
particular  notice  of  them,  revolved  them  in  their  own 
minds,  treafured  them  up  in  their  memories,  and  had 
high  expectations  of  fome  very  extraordinary  confe- 
quence,  faying  in  themfdves,  and  one  to  another. 
What  an  uncommon  man  will  this  make !  Surely  be  is 
defigned  for  great  work.  And  the  providence  and  grace 
of  God  were  remarkably  feen,  from  bis  very  infancy, 
in  the  continual  care  be  took  of  him,  and  of  ail  things 
relating  to  him,  and  in  the  holy  qualities  with  which 
he  endued  him. 

67  In  the  mean  while,  his  father  Zacharias  was  a* 
bundantly  filled  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  by  wbofe  infpiration  and  fuggefUon  he  broke  out, 
with  holy  rapture,  into  rhe  following  inftru&ive  and 
prophetic  bymn  of  praife. 

61  Glory,  honour,  andbleflmg,  be  ever  aferibed  n* 
the  only  living  and  true  God,  who  is  IfracH  covenant- 
God  :  For,  tho’  he  feemed  to  neglcffc  them  for  feytfal 
ages  paft,  he  bas  now  at  length  looked  with  compaflion 
upon  them,  (trtnt+&TQt)  and  a£ted  the  kindeft  part  to¬ 
ward  them,  in  fending  his  angel  with  good  tidings,  in 
bringing  the  Melfiah’s  forerunner  into  the  world,  and 
enabling  the  virgin  Mary  to  conceive  that  glorious  ter- 
fon  himfclfj  and,  by  him,  he  Jjs  now  about  toranfom 
his  peculiar  people  from  the  fin  and  miftry*  and  every 
kind  of  bondage,  into  which  rhey  were  fallen.- 

6p  He,  of  his  own  mere  love  and  grace,  has  pro¬ 
vided,  and  is  fending,  a  mighty  and  royal  Saviour  of 
David? s  race,  who,  like  an  horn  of  honour,  (haU  exalt 
us,  and,  like  an  horn  of  power,  {hall  defend  us  from 

our 


Ch.i. 


70  A$hefp afce 
by  line  mouth  of 
hi*  holy  p*o- 
jiIlcu  ,  which 
hive  baa  face 
the  world  began : 


7 1  That  we 
(hould  be  laved 
from  out  ewe- 
dies,  2nd  from 

the  band  of  ali 
that  hate  us; 

7a  To  perform 
the  mercy  pnmi* 
Jed  to  our  fathers, 
and  to  remember 
his  hdy  core* 
xuLAt : 

7%  The  oath 
wlikh  he  JWw 

to  our  father  A* 
brdoin, 

74  That  be 
would  pant  tioto 
n$t  that  we  bong 
dt  Li  re  red  on  of 
the  hand1  of  oar 
enemies  t  might 
fcrvc  turn  without 
fear, 

7f  In  bolinds 
and  rigjateouf- 
nefs  before  himt 
?U  thednysof  our 

Ufa 


7*  And  thou 
child  flub  be  call¬ 
ed  the  prophet  of 
the  Hlghaftt  for 

thoa  fea|f  go  bt> 

fore  the  face  of 

the 
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our  enemies,  and  pulh  them  down  to  utter  deflrudlioc.. 

70  AH  this  is  dome  according  to  the  various  promifes, 
which  be  made  by  the  ancient  prophets,  from  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  world,  thro*  many  generations  afterwards* 
concerning  the  feed  of  the  woman,  who  (hguld  be  raifed 
up,  as  the  feed  of  Abraham^  from  the  tribe  of  Jvdab9 
and  family  of  David 

7 1  That  we  might  be  delivered  from  all  our  fpi  ritual 
enemies,  (in,  Satan  and  the  world,  death  and  hell  •,  and 
might  be  freed  from  the  power  of  thole  that  maliciouUy 
and  invcteiately  oppofed  us,  and  would  otherwise  have 
for  ever  prevailed  again  ft  us. 

7 1,  73.  This  Saviour  is  now  coming  to  fulfil  God’s 
promiles  of  the  Meffiah,  that  mercy  of  mercies ;  and  to 
make  good  his  gracious,  holy,  and  inviolable  covenant 
to  the  children  of  promife ;  and  particularly  the  oath 
(Gen*  ?iH>  16,  17,  18.)  by  which  he  confirmed  it  to 
Abraham  our  father  and  the  father  of  all  that  believe : 

74,  75.  His  great  defign  in  which  was,  that  he  would 
certainly,  in  due  time,  voucb&fe  the  favour  to  us,  that 
being  refeued,  by  the  merit,  might,  and  grace,  of  the 
pronufed  Redeemer,  out  of  tbe  power  of  all  our  enemies, 
whether  temporal  or  fpiritual,  we  might  be  at  liberty 
for,  and  engaged  in  nis  fervice,  and  might  be  enabled 
to  perform  it,  without  diftruftful  flavilh  war  of  God,  or 
dilcouraging  tormenting  fear  of  our  enemies  tbemfeivcsj 
and  that  we  might  pevfift  in  all  the  duties  qf  piety, 
righteouihefs,  and  fobricty,  as  in  bis  fight  and  prefence, 
looking  up  to  him  for  tbe  feafon able  aid  which  he  fees 
we  need,  and  walking  in  all  good  conference  before  him, 
with  conftancy  and  ftedfa&nels  therein,  to  the  end  of 
our  days. 

7 6  And  then,  turning  by  way  of  apqfirophe  to  the 
innnt,  he  went  on,  laying,  Thou,  my  dear  new-born 
loo  of  mine  old  age,  (halt  hereafter  be,  and  be  generally 
owned  to  be,  in  a' peculiar  manner,  the  prophet  +  and 
forerunner  of  the  MdSah,  who  will  be  God  incarnate, 
$  even  the  mod  high  God.  For  thou  (halt  go  before 

this 


NOTE. 

t  Tbe  fruit  of  prophecy  bad  departed  Jobs  mi,  firifily  freaking,  a  prophet,  who 
fw»  I/ratl  about  three  hundred  years ;  but  foretold  what  thrift  would  do,  as  well  3* 
now  begin  to  return :  ZecJteriot  (is  u  pointed  him  oof  to  the  people  m  a  lr«dy 
At jm,  and  others)  was  srfted  by  it,  come  among  them.  Mot  iii*  it,  ix .  Sc 
bciog  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  rcr.  67 s;  u  *3,  17, 

and,  under  hfe  urfpiratioa,  he  foretold  con*'  §  Chrift  bang  one  in  Godhead  with,  tho’ 
striking  baa  foil  ydv,  that  he  Should  he  a  in  perfonalfty  from, -  the  Father  mid 

prophet,  and.  Jhould  be  generally  eftetmed  Spirit,  is  tbt  rxsjl  bifb  Gtd  together  with 
to  be  fo*  as  he  really  was  by  the  common  them  :  Hence  be  is  called  the  great  Gtd,  evert 
people.  And  though  a  prophet  lomaimn  car  Sawovrf  Tit,  ii,  fj,;  and  cvrr  all  G$d 
lijoifet  in  feriptuic  only  00c  who  deliver*  blcfftd  for  erer,  Rom  lx.  $*  which  amount 
the  tnmd  and  will  of  God  to  others;  yet  to  the  chatter  ot  the  in  dilVn&iort 

Uon 


T  6 

b 

the  Lord*  to  pre¬ 
pare  his  ways; 


77  To  give 

k  It  rl  wlcd  tif  J'jl- 

VAiiun  unto  his 
people ,  by  the 
remiflioQ  of  their 
litis, 


78  Through 
the  tcider  mercy 
of  our  God ; 
thereby  the  day* 

Ipring  fnwtt  on 
high  natb  vifucd 
us. 


?fl  To  give 
light  to  them  that 
lit  in  darkoeCs 
And  in  theftudow 


ofdestb,  to  guide 
fitir  feet  in  live 


way  of  peace. 


*flo  And  the 
child  grew,  and 
waxed  fbong  in 
fptrit,  and  wv  in 
the  deiam  till  the 

eLy  of  hi*  fh^u?* 
iog  unto  lirad. 
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this  great  Lord,  the  Jehovah  of  I/rae^  to  give  notice  of 
his  appearance,  and  to  put  things  into  readinefo  for  re¬ 
ceiving  him : 

77  To  give  his  chofen  people  the  knowledge  of  fal* 
ration,  nor,  as  the  Jews  have  generally  expefted,  by 
their  own  perlonal  performance  of  a  legal  righteoufnefs  ; 
but  by  a  free  pardon,  thro*  that  Saviour},  who  is  coming 
to  take  away  the  Jin  of  the  wor/i,  (John  h  29*}! 

78,  79.  The  original  fpring  of  which  benefit  lies 
in  the  mere,  undeterred,  and  compaflionate.  kinduds 

txt*t)  of  our  God,  anfwcrabtc  to  the  tender 
movings  of  a  parent's  bowels,  in  a  way  of  piry  toward 
bis  miferable  children  j  by  which  Ghritt,  {«**«**  14*) 

the  rifing  Sun  of  righteoufnds,  who  is  originally  from 
above,  (beds  his  enlightening,  reviving,  and  faring 
beams,  in  bia  perfonal  appearance  and  fpiritual  influence, 
to.  expel  not  only  the  gloomindsof  Old*  Telia  men  t  types 
and  figures,  but  lifeewifeto  difFufe  light  among  heathen 
nations,  who  were  involved  in  the  thickeft  darknefe  of 
ttupidity  and  idolatry;  to  irradiate  t  be  minds  of  thofe 
who  by  nature  were  overfpread  with  the  mitts  of  igno* 
ranee,  error,  and  wickedncfo;  and  to  guide  his  people 
into  the  way  which  leads  to  peace  with-  God  and  with 
one  another,  and  ttrpeace  in  their  own  fouls,  till  they 
arrive  at  perfect  and  everiafting~h^ppinefs. 

r  89  In  this  manner  Zachariaj  poured  out  his  foul  in 
joyful  thankfgiving  and  praife :  And  his  young-  child 
viubly  increafed,  not  only  in  bodily  ftrength  and  ftatute, 
but  alfo  in  the  natural  capacities,  fpiritual  enlargements, 
holy  fortitude,  and  religious  endowments  of  his  mmd, 
from  his  youth  up,  tike  one  highly  favoured  of  God, 
and  ripening  apace -for  extraordinary  fervice*  And,  as 
he  was  to  ftiew  an  example  of  mortifiednds  to  this 
world,'  and  of  intimate  communion  with  God,  he  pfu* 
ally,  like  a  fccond  £/w,  refided  in  folitary  places  g. 


n  o 

frrtm  all  creatures.  Ami  It  ferow  plain  that 
Sti*.  he  who  ir  hm  ftykd  Highs/t:  For 
«  Aer&t  was  Ws/W*  prophet,  Mwrf*  viu  1 . ; 
fo  Jrfs  was,  hi  a  peculiar  manner,  ChriA's 
prophet  and  forerunner,  which  Zacbariaj. 
ipfjks.  of  In  the  following  words  with  a  plain 
osfcrence  to  what  the  angei  had  fold  coi^ 
him,  vcr.  Sot  the  note  there. 

H  Slime  by  faivatiC/t  here  nndcrftand  Jc- 
fiis  the  Saviour,,  wha  is  cdlcd  an  ltoa  9/ 

vcr.  tip*  and  GotTs  fiteadsan^  chap* 
ii-  jo-  The  latter  part  of  the  paraphrase  re¬ 
fers  to  this  fenfc  of  the  word* 

§  As  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit, 
which  Joint  was  filial  with,  fcl  liiro  abuve 


£  S.  , 

needing  ttrt  advantages  of  a  polite  and  learn¬ 
ed  tiUtfatfan  Iri  the  fchoob  of  the  prophets, 
he  dwelt  in  a  wildernefo,  which  is  moft  ge¬ 
nerally  thoudfit  to  be  that  of  23/J,  ortut 
of  Mdnt,  where  Sami  pmrfttrd  IXzw'd-/*' Sam. 
xxiii*  14,15*  Thoogh  there  were  icvenl 
comUry~towns  and'  village* -In  tbefc  wilder^ 
neiles,  which  were  not  far  from  JM**t 
JofL  av*  54,  jf.  j  yet  ai  they  were  bat 
thin  peopled,  they  are  calkd  deurts.  Mow 
Jehu's  Living  In  one  or  other  of  thde,  which 
lay  the  beft  jun  of  an  hundred  miles  ftoro 
bazar elit  wlwre  Chrift  dwelt,  was  wlAly  a* 
derod,  by  the  providence  of  God,  to  prevent 
a  poTcdial  acqiumutioe  betwat  them,  till 

Jvfiw 


Cb.  i. 
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tree  Troon  much  company*  till  the  time  of  God’s  ap¬ 
pointment  Tor  his  appearing  publicly  in  his  miniftry* 
which,  according  to  the  law*  {Numb.  iv.  3,}  was  ai  a- 
bout  thirty  years  old* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

With  what  care  and  certainty  arc  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel  delivered  to  113 ! 
and  with  what  a  Train  of  miracles  wu  the  incarnate  God  and  Saviour  ulhcrrd  in¬ 
to  the  world,  that  the  ancient  prophecies  concerning  him  and  his  forerunner 
might  be  punctually  fulfilled  I  Nothing  is  too  hard  for  the  Lord  to  do ;  and  un¬ 
belief  will  ever  meet  with  a  juft  rebuke.  The  age  of  miracles  and  prophecy  now 
revived,  to  open  a  blefled  difpenfntion  of  grace  ;  and  the  fame  Sprit,  whofonrtcl 
Chrift’s  body  in  the  womb,  can  form  his  image  in  our  hearts,  and  turn  the  difo- 
bedieut  to  the  wifdom  of  the  juft.  Oh  with  what  reverence  fhonld  we  always 
think  of  Jefus  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  the  Lord  our  God  ;  and  of  line  Holy 
Ghoft,  aa  a  divine  peifon,  who  exerts  the  power  of  the  Godhead  !— Chrift  has  a 
foiritual  kingdom,  which  fhal!  endure  for  ever;  and  all  its  great  and  glorious  blef* 
fings  take  their  rife  from  the  riches  of  God**  tree  and  fovereign  mercy,  and  ai-e 
made  effeftu^  to  us  by  his  almighty  power,  and  faithfulocfs  to  his  own  word, 
not  with  ft  and  mg  all  our  unwortbinefs.  What  a  fulid  ground  is  this  for  faith  !  Its 
language  is,  Be  it  unto  thy  fervant  according  to  thy  word ;  and  it*  efTefts  arc,  hu¬ 
mility  and  admiration,  joy  and  pra!&  ;  BleiTed  are  they  who  thus  believe  $  for 
there  fljall  be  a  performance  of  the  things  that  are  told  them  from  the  Lord*  How 
ftiould  we  rejoice,  and  fing  for  joy,  like  the  virgin  and  ZacAariat>  upon  bearing 
of  a  Saviour  bom  for  us,  and  much  more  upon  receiving  him  into  our  hearts! 
And  with  what  pleafure  fliould  we  reflet  on  the  great  falvation  which  be  bring*  ' 
to  others  as  well  as  ourfelvea!  How  happy  Is  tbe  ft  ate  of  true  believers  in  the  re- 
million  of  their  fins,  in  the  audience  of  their  prayers,  and  in  deliverance  from 
the  power  of  all  their  enemies  1  But  how  miferablc  muft  the  calc  of  others  be,  Who 
are  fidll  in  the  hands  of  thofe  that  hate  them,  aud  that  mean  nothing  left  than 
their  eternal  perdition  !  How  earnestly  then  fhould  tinners  fly  to  Jefus  for  all  fal- 
vationi  And  how  concerned  ftiould  his  people  be  to  give  glory  to  God,  by  be¬ 
lieving;  to  walk  in  all  his  ordinances' and  commandments  btamelefs*  and  that 
particularly  in  the  relation  of  hujbands  and  wives ;  and  to  ferve  him  with  inte¬ 
grity,  freedom,  and  delight,  as  under  his  eye,  abounding  therein  yet  more  and 
more  all  their  days  1  And  when  be  calls  any  to  peculiar  fervice,  as  he  did  John 
iht  Baptifii  they  may  depend  upon  his  being  with  them  to  fit  and  fumifti  them 
for  it.  May  we  Jay  up  all  thefe  things  in  our  hearts,  to  raife  our  expedations^nd 
our  praifing  tongs  l  Bleficd  be  God  for  hi  3  gracious  vifits  by  a  Redeemer. 


CHAP*  n* 

The  birth  qf  Chrijl  at  Bethlehem,  It  it  netted  to  fhepherds  by 

an  angel ,  and  an  heavenly  hofi  attends  with  fangs  of  praifey  8,^14. 
The  Jbepherde  publifb  it  abroad ,  15, — 20.  He  ts  circtmeifed  and 
prefentedin  the  temple ,  2i? —24.  Simeon’*  and  Anna’*  prophecies 
of  hunt  25, — 39.  The  fate  of  Ids  youtht  and  his  difpute  "with  the  doc* 
tort  in  the  templey  40,— j2. 

t*it.  Paraphrase. 

A"D  «£«  TEsus  beinjr  conceived,  and  John  the  Baftifi  born, 
p  thofe  J  the  providence  of  God  fo  ordered  it,  that,  about 
Vol.  II.  %  B  this 

N  O  T  E. 

Jtfus  came  to  Jel/s  hapttfm,  that  ft  there  might  he  no  room  Tor  the  Icaft  ftifpicion  as  if  they 

Lad  contrived  bcfoi1  chart  to  bear  an  honourable  trftinwuy  to  cadi  Dthi'.  Sec  Jtb a.  i* 


19 

tliufe  days*  t hat 
(here  went  enit  a 

linnit  from  Ce¬ 
ja  r  AogoJhiA  , 
that  all  die  wurU 
fhuuld  Ike  taxed* 


i  (And  thk 

tax'mg  use-  firft 

made  when  Cy* 
renius  was  gover- 
Her  of  Syria  ) 

j  And  all  vent 
to  be  taxed,  every 
one  into  his  own 
city. 

4  And  Jttfrph 

iliu  *rni  tip  from 

UxliJcc,  out  of 
ttu  dry  of  h'ua^ 
feth,  into  Judea, 
onto  the  City  of 
lkv*dt  which  is 
called  Scfrbfehtm , 
(hccduft  he  was 
of  the  Future  and 
hncagroFDovid)t 
j  To  be  taxi'd, 

with  Man,  his 

cf  porifed  wife,  be¬ 
ing  piw  with 
child.* 

.  a  And  To  It 
was ,  that  while 

they  were  there, 
the  davs  were  ac- 
comidilhcd  that 
Ae  JhotiLd  f  Jflp 
livered : 


7  Arid  fhs 
brought 


The  Elangdljl  Lure  patafbra/ed.  Ch.  «. 

this  time*  Augujius  Gafary  the  Raman  emperor,  pnbltfli- 
ed  an  edi£t  for  raking  an  account  of  all  the  fubje&s  of 
his  empire,  which  was  then  in  its  higheft  glory,  and 
was  called  the  -j thole  vtorldf  becanfe  it  extended  to  the 
g reate (l  part  of  the  known  and  civilized  nations  ;  the 
delign  of  which  edift  was,  that  a  regifter  might  be  made 
of  their  perfons,  families,  qualities,  pofleflions,  and 
taxes  iffuable  from  them,  and  that  anfwerable  tributes 
might  be  paid  to  Gafar* 

2  And  this  was  done  f  at  the  time  when  Cyreniusf 
called  by  the  Romans  Sulputus  §uiriniusy  was,  by  the 
imperial  authority,  prefect  or  prelident  of  the  province 
of  Syria ,  inclufive* of  Judea  as  dependent  upon  it* 

3  In  obedience  to  this  command,  every  many  who 
was  abfent  from  the  city,  where  the  head  of  his  family 
was  bom  or  had  its  principal  reiidence,  repaired  thither, 
that  he  might  be  iegiftcred  there. 

4,  5*  Now  Jqfcph ,  the  efpoufed  hufband  of  the  virgin 
Jlftzry$  being,  as  well  as  (he,  defeended  from  the  royal 
line  of  Davids  ftt  out  withher  from  Nazareth ,  a  city 
of  -GoRkt*  where  they  then  dwelt ;  and  went  to  a  ciry 
of  Jvdex}  called  BeihUbm ,  which  was  David’s  native 
place,  (i  Sam *  xvh  i,  4.)  that  they  might  be  enrolled 
among  thofe  of  that  family*  And  Nary  was  fo  big  with 
the  child  (lie  had  conceived  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  to  be  near  her  time  of  delivery. 

6  This  order  of  the  emperor  dugujfuS)  which  was 
made  only  with  political  views,  was  wonderfully  over* 
ruled,  by  the  providence  of  .God,  to  fulfil  fame,  and 
clear  up  other  prophecies,  that  related  to,  and  were 
cbarackciiflic  of,  the  Mefliah,  as  he  was^to  be  of  the 
tribe  of  Judahs  and  of  the  family  of  Davidy  and  to  be 
bom  at  Btthlebem%  (Gen*  xlix*  10*  Ifa ■  xi.  1.  and  Micah 
v.  2  *  J ;  for  at  the  very  ti  me  when  both  Jofeph  and  Mary 

were,  on  this  remarkable  occafion,  brought  to  Scthle* 
hcmy  her  reckoning  valour.  . 

7  And  there  (lie  was  brought  to  bed  f  of  that  Son, 

who. 


NOTES. 

t  It  «  moft  ectirraHy  ftippofn]  that  (bis  ■  (hat  vituaiion,  which  was  twelve  years  af* 
taxing  was  fir jl  begmt  riurin  j  ^I'aiuj's  *jo-  ;  arid  by  ibis  time  :hc  Jran  were 

f eminent  d  ipra  ;  But  <is  the  vorili  in  the  not  unly  a  depending  tributary  province*  but 
***1^  (wyel*  vlt^«wakrvi~c  ICtifqwv}  maybe  had  HkcwiJe  a  Jfamjfu  roverror  fet  overthem  ; 
differently  rendered,  and  arrount  and  &  the  great  SbiM  carac  juft  at  the  tiax 

doc-*  nra  agree  with  oor  li  ambition  of  thrm,  of  tUtfefptrc*S  Jepdr£nt  Judah,  accord- 
titntrs  think  they  thuuJd  lx  foad,  thtt  /jivajp  itijj  to  rlic  jimphc'cy  iti  (rf«,  xlix-  jo*  ^ 

ttfwr  Cy  renin*  vtti  ^vcrMcf  $j'-  /W~ w/s  CciWt  ™l.  ii-  8vo.  p,  oj*,  ire. 

f,a  *  And  mlier#  fi>nkdiit  that,  cvvn  kicp-  And  the  whole  world  bein£  then  in  peace, 
M;g  K>  our  traiilktum,  rhry  rrl.uc,  not  KHh(  that  was  a  proper  llfbe  for  the  birth  of  the 
hr**e<if  the  vacation  nr  enrollment,  but  10  Prion;  nf  pe,^ 

.l*-  “f  gittWrix*  the  Mies  according  |j  7  CLriltf  bom  at  the  time  of  this 


€h.  \\. 

brought  forth  Iw 
£rtt  -  twm  Sm  , 

and  wrapped  him 
m  fwaddftug  * 
dothe*,  »nd  laid 

him  in  a  manger, 
because  there  was 
no  r«om  for  them 
in  tbc  inn. 


The  Evangeli/}  Lukr  farafhr&fecl.  tp 

wtiO)  in  his  dmne  nature,  was  rw*t  irinaj 

begotten  before  all  creation,  Coj.  i.  15.)  and,  in  his 

human  nature,  was  her  firft-bom  in  fuch  a  manner  as 

^  P 

to  be,  by  way  of  eminence,  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  tbe 
Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King  of  nia  family  the  church  : 
And  when  the  mighty  God  and  everlafting  Father  thus 
became  an  infant  erf  days,  fb  indigent  were  his  parents, 
that  bis  mother  fwathed  him  with  fuch  mean  blankets 


and  rollers  as  (he  could  get,  and  made  ufe  of  a  (table 
for  his  chamber,  and  of  a  manger  for  his  cradle,  be* 
cauie,  the  city  being  then  full  of  people,  there  was  no 
room  to  be  procured  in  the  inn  itfelf  for  a  perfon  of  her 
poverty. 

a  And  th«rt  8  The  time  of  this  important  birth  was  at  that  feafon 
wen  in  ihe  Am*  of  the  year  when  Jhepherds  were  wont  to  lie  abroad  and 

hartHbidin^ifl  watc^  their  (heep  all  night  j'fome  of  which  were  then 
the  bid,  keeping  IQ  the  fields  near  BttUebem. 

watch  kwt  their  -  p  And,  while  they  were  employed  in  their  lawful 
^^And'^ihc  calling,  obferve  what  an  honour  God  put  upon'  them, 
angel  of  the  Lird  rather. than  upon  the  chief  priefts  and  rulers,  kings  and 
came  upon  fbnn,  nobles  of  the  earth;  and  what  an  early  intimation  he 
thf  lLSlSdm  herein  gave,  that  Chrift  (hould  not  derive  his  authority 
r,)Und  about  from  man,  nor  aim  at  a  temporal  kingdom  !  As  facet 
them  5  and  they  and  Mofts  had  the  vifions  of  God-  while  they  were  keep* 
me  fore  afraid.  jn^  thdr  flocks,  {Gen.  xxxi.  11.  and  F.xsd.  iiL  1,  a.)  # 

fo  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  down  in  a  vifible  form 
from  heaven,  and,-  (bopping  his  courfe  in  tbe  air,  ('***) 
flood  over  their  heads,  that  they  might  fee  him  }  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  glorious  brigbtnefs,  the  emblem  of 
tbe  Divine  Prefence,  fhone  all  around  them  >  at  which 
wonderful  figbt  they,  like  mortal,  tbor  $  good  men, 
were  filled  with  great  furprife  and  fear. 

to  And  the  iQ  Then,  to  relieve  their  labouring  minds*  and  en- 
ugel  Aid  unto  courage  an  bumble  compofure,  confidence,  and  joy,  the 

fur"0  behold  °0ti  anS^  (poke  comfortably  to  them,  faying,  Do  not  be 
bring  yw>  good  dilmayed  or  affrighted,  as  if  any  danger  were  at  hand : 
tiding)  of  great  F0r  behold,  I  am  come  to  tell  you  the  heft  news  that 
£7 S!  ever  Reached  the  cars  of  the  finful  fons  of  man  1  a  mat* 

’  ter  of  the  greateft  joy,  not  only  to  yourfelves,  but  to 
many  others  with  you ;  not  to  tbe  Jrust  only,  but  to 
tbe  Gentiits  alfo,  even  to  people  of  all  nations  that  (hall 
bear  and  receive  it. 

B  1  11  for 

NOTES. 

enrolling,  vtt  probably  him  ft  if  regilleted  10-  before  had  appeared  to  Zecfarin  and  »  Me- 
get  her  with  %ftph  and  Matj,  as  a  fufejtfl  of  rj. 

die  Jbwr  tmpiit ;  and  fo  vn  born  in  the  $  Thtfc  Ihcphrrds  ftrm  to  have  i^fen^re* 
form  of  a  ftrvanr,  and  made  under  tbe  imp*-  iigicus  men,  liui  fraud  tl  e  LuiJ  ;  for  it  it, 
rial  a,  well »»  divine  law.  to  (tub  dial  God  rtw-tslLii  kcuti,  J‘j»L  **v. 

;  Thi*  piubaWy  the  sr.gil  Gzfr'r!,  who  (4. 


so 

i 1  For  unto 
you  is  born  th\$ 

day*  iu  .  the  city 
*r  D*vu,  »  s*- 

*hhk,  which  is 
Chrirt  tin  Lord, 


ii  And  thJs 
Sr  «  fign  un¬ 
to  yon ;  Yt  ft  a  II 

find  the  habe 
wrapped  in  ftvbi- 
dhug-ctahes,  ty¬ 
ing  ut  *  manner, 
t  ]  And  Aid- 

dcnly  there  was 
wh  the  angel  a 
mulihude  of  the 
lieavcoly  ho  ft 

prating  God,  and 
tying, 

14  Glory  ro 
God  tn  the  high- 
t£ty  and  on  earth 
peace,  good-ttiJl 
fowzrdi  men. 


if  And  ft  carte 

to  pals,  as  the 
angels  were  gone 
aw/y  from  them 
Into  heaven,  the 
ftep herds  bid  one 
h>  another,  Let 
us  no*  go  even 
tmro  BcUilehcm, 
and  fee  this  thing 
which  is  come  to 
p ift,  which  the 
Lord  hath  nude 
known  unLo  us. 


The  BdangeBJl  Ld^e  parapbfajid '.  Ch.  ih 

1  i  For  to  yon,  the  children  of  Jfrael,  and  of  the  fa* 
there  to  whom  the  promt  fes  were  made  $  and  to  you, 
tinners,  who  need  a  Saviour,  and  mail  be  for  ever  un¬ 
done  without  him  j  to  you,  in  diftin&ion  from  the  fallen 
angels ;  to  all  and  every  one  of  you  that  fliall  believe 
in  him,  is  the  long  looked  for  MdGab  born,  this  very 
day,  at  Bethlehem,  the  city  of  David,  (t  Sam.  xvii.  12.) 
from  which  it  was  anciently  propheGed  (Mir.  v.  2.}  that 
He  fhou’d  arife  who  is  the  anointed  of  God,  Sion's  King, 
and  Lord  of  all. 

12  And  the  fign  by  which  ye  may  certainly  diftin- 
guiih  the  new-born  Infant  from  ail  others,  is  this :  Yc, 
going  into  the  city,  fiiall  find  him  in  che  (table  of  an 
inn,  wrapped  about  with  Twaddling  clothes,  and  lying 
in  a  manger. 

13  Immediately  upon  the  angel’s  delivering  this  joy¬ 
ful  meff-icc,  a  great  company  of  other  celeftial  fpirits 
attended  him,  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  God,  and  con- 
gtatulate  the  happinefs  of  men,  upon  the  incarnation 
of  his  Son,  in  the  following  lofty  (trains. 

14  The  glory  of  God  is  now.difplayed  more  than  fi¬ 
ver  it  was  before  ;  May  all  polfiMe  honours  be  alcribcd 
to  him,  in  the  molt  exalted  adorations,  among  his  peo¬ 
ple  in  this  world,  and  among  faints  and  angels  on  high  1 
The  greateft  profperity  and  happinefs  is  now  brought  to 
finful  men  on  earth,  \  and  particularly  to  the  objefts 
of  his  peculiar  love  among  them  :  -May  it  fpread  far  and 
wide  in  their  reconciliation  with  God,  with  us,  and 
with  oue  another,  and  in  the  peace  of  their  own  fouls, 
that  enmity  and  dilcord,  confution  and  trouble,  may 
(10  more  be  heard  of  among  them  1  Tbe  moft  affefiting 
inftance  of  the  mere  good  plcafure  of  God’s  good  nets 
now  breaks  out  toward  the  human  race,  in  diitm&ion 
from  the  angelic  nature :  May  all  definable  Uelfings 
fpring  from  thence,  and  be  communicated,  to  the  glory 
of  divine  grace,  in  their  falvation  thro’  the  Mcfliah ! 

15  Aa  Toon  as  thefe  glorious  fpirits  had  in  this  man¬ 
ner  fung  the  praifes  of  the  Redeemer’s  birth,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  heaven ;  and  the  fhepherds,  believing  what 
they  had  been  bearing,  communed  with  one  another 
about  it,  faying,  Come,  let  us  go  forward  to  Bethlehem , 
that  we  ourfclves  may  fee  the  bleffed  Saviour,  who  God 
has  told  us,  by  an  immediate  exprefs  from  himfelf,  is 
fo  lately  born  there. 

t6  Ac- 


NOTE. 

t  A*  this  wle  may  he  midjdmd  under  the  to  which  the  rendering  may  be,  Ptett  **e»f 

fnrrm  uf  d  dccbratioiij  and  of  a  with;  and  ww  tf*  bit good-wili t  I  have  taken  til  thric 
a’»  '«  the  Ii*  cUuft,  the  AUxsnhien  uud  fb.fc*  iuto  rhe  faripWe.  17/.  Mill.  jV.v- 
kvcri  other  copies  rwd  luLit***  3  according  T eft.  ra  toe. 


Ch.  ii .  5X*  Evangelift  Luke paraphrafed,  2 1 

itf  And  they  1 6  Accordingly  they  haftened  thither  with  all  fpeed} 
u^ftand  M*w  ^°^0W'I,K  the  dire&ioos  of  the  angel,  foon  found  out 

and  jofiph,  and  Mary  and  Jvfeph,  with  their  Infant-fon  lying  in  a  manger, 
the  Ube  lying  in  juft  as  the  heavenly  meflenger  had  represented  die  cafe, 
*  17  And,'  their  faith  being  hereby  further  confirmed, 

they  had  feen  it,  drey  were  fo  full  of  joy,  chat  they  could  not  hold  their 
they  made  known  peace  \  but  took  all  opportunities,  wherever  tiny  came, 

wh^f  to  publifti  the  vifion,  and  the  declaration  and  fong  of  the 

jhfm  eoneerning  angeb,  which  they  had  been  favoured  with,  as  alfo  what 
this  child.  they  themfelves  had  feen  at  Bethlehem^  relating  to  this 

child. 


18  And  all 
they  that  hard 
tJ,  urODdered  st 
fhoft  ihiDM 
which  were  told 
them  by  the  Ehep- 
berdi. 


1  p  Bet  Mary 

i  rpt  all  thdt 
things,  and  pon¬ 
dered  tfeia  in  her 
hart. 


i 8  And  alt  that  heard  the  (hepherds  account  of  thefe 
things  were  greatly  amazed,  and  at  a  lofs  to  know  what 
to  make  of  it.  They  could  not  think  it  likely  that  fuch 
a  fort  of  plain,  honeft,  undergoing  men  thould  fqrfti 

the  flory,  and  go  about  to  tmpofe  it  on  the  world  ;  and 
could  not  but  know  that  their  tefiimony  was  ftrength- 
ened  by  the  general  expectation  at  that  time  of  the  Mef* 
fiab’s  appearing,  and  by  the  then  prevailing  notion  that 

his  birth  would  he  at  Bethlehem^  (Mat.  ii*  4,  5.);  And 
yet  it  was  wonderful  in  their  cfteem>  that  he  fliould  be 
bom  of  fuch  mean  parents,  and  in  fuch  dcfpicable  cir- 
cum  (fences  ;  and  that  perfone  of  fuch  low  figure  as  thefe 
Ihepberds  fliould  be  the  men  to  whom  God  fem  411  an¬ 
gel  to  reveal  it* 

ip  But  Maryf  the  mother  of  Jefus,  believed  a s  well 
as  wondered  at  thefe  things;  and,  for  the  (lengthening 
of  her  feith,  and  expectation  of  what  might  further  ap¬ 
pear,  Jhe  carefully  obferved  and  ferioufly  reflc&ed  upon 
them,  comparing  what  the  angel  had  laid  to  the  (hep- 
herds,  and  the  Ihepbenfc  to  her,  with  what  fhe  before 
had  heard  from  Gabriel^  and  from  Zacharias  and  Eti~ 


10  And  the 
Shepherd*  return¬ 
er!  .  glorifying 
and  prilling  Gno 
fordl  thc  thngs 
that  they  had 
beard  and  fent 
as  it  wu  told  un¬ 
to  them. 


%x  And  when 
eight  days  were 
acoompLilned  for 
the  tireumdfion 
0 1  the  chUd»  hi* 

name 


Jhbeth;  though,  to  prevent  an  appearance  of  vain-glory, 
fhe  kept  them  mo  lily  to  herfclf. 

20  And  the  fliepherds  returned  to  the  duties  of  their 
civil  ftarion,  with  the  high  praifes  of  God  in  their  hearts 
and  mouths-;  They  admired  and  adored  his  infinite  love 
and  grace  to  man,  and  his  affefting  oondefcenlion  in 
honouring  themfelves  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner  with 
the  firft  notices  of  it;  they  gave  glory  to  God  for  all  that 
they  had  heard  and  feen  at  Bethlehem  as  well  as  in  the 
fields,  and  for  the  exaft  correfpondence  which  they 
found  between  fafta  and  the  angers  words r 

21  Now,  on  the  eighth  day  after  the  birth  of  this 
child,  (fee.the  note  on  Mat.  xxvii.  63.)  his  parents  took 
care  to  have  him  circumcifetl  according  to  God's  com¬ 
mand,  (Gen*  syii*  8,  9.):  "Which  painful  ordinance  he 
was  brought  under,  not  becaufe  he,  who  was  holy  in 

B  3  frs 
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naioe  caller! 

J  £  3  0  !*,  which 
was  fo  named  of 
the  before 

he  was  ouoctived 
in  the  wooib* 


his  birth,  needed,  like  other  children,  to  be  deanfed 
from  original  fm  ;  but  that  he  might  appear  in  the  like* 
nefs  of  linlul  flefh,  and  be  vilibly  made  under  the  law 
by  a  facred  right,  which  obliged  him  to  keep  the  whole 
law  ;  as  aifo  that  he  might  be  owned  to  be  the  feed  of 
Abrahat zi,  and  a  member  of  the  JtwJb  church  ;  might 
wear  the  badge  of  the  children  of  God,  and  put  an  ho¬ 
nour  upon  the  folemn  covenant  dedication  of  the  infant- 
feed  of  God’s  profiling  people  to  him:  And,  at  his 
circumcifion,  his  parents,  according  to  cuftom,  publicly: 
declared  his  name  to  be  Jefus ,  as  the  angel  ordered  him 
to  he  called,  at  his  appearing  Grit  to  Mary  before  the 
conception,  and  afterwards  to  Jofeph  before  the  birth, 
of  the  child,  (chap,  i*  31*  and  Mat.  i.  21.) 


t%  And  when 
the  days  of  her 
purification ,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the 
Uv  of  Mofes  t 
H'CTC  accompli ih* 

cdr  they  brought 

him  loJtru^Lin^ 
to  prtfent  btm  to 
the  Lokp; 

it  (A*  h  is 
uritteti  tit  the  Uw 
of  the  LorDi 
Every  male  that 
opentth  th  e 

womb  JhaH  be 
called  holy  a>  the 
LotoiJ 


14  ^rtd  to  of¬ 
fer  a  facrifiec  &t+ 

cording  to  tbit 
which  is  Aid  in 
the  Uw  of  the 
Lord,  A  pair 
of  Turtle-doves, 
or  two  yoi^.pt- 
g6Vn*.~ 


1  i  A1**  he  t 
hold, 


22  And  forry  days  after  his  birth,  which  was  the 
time  appointed  in  Mofts* $  law  fax  f  the  purification  of 
the  mother  of  a  male  child,  {Ltv.  xii,  2,  3,  4.)  his  pa* 
rents  brought  him  to  JtrufaUm ,  that  they  might  prcfcnt 
him  in  the  temple  before  the  Lord,  by  which  all  righ- 
teoufnris  early  began  to  he  fulfilled  in  him. 

23  This  was  done  in  obedience  to  the  law,  (Exod. 
xiii.  2.)  where  God  ordered  that  all  the  fiift~born  of  Jf- 
ratl  (ho  old  be  con  fee  rated  to  him,  in  commemoration 
and  thankful  acknowledgment  of  his  haring  delivered 
theirs,  when  thofe  of  the  Egyptians  were  (lain  by  the 
dellroying  angel ;  {Numb.  iii.  13.)  Accordingly  Jefus, 
who  js  the  nrft-born  among  many  brethren,  was  pre* 
fen  ted  in  the  temple,  as  Mary*  3  fir  ft- bom  \%  that  he 
might  be  deemed  holy  to  the  Lord. 

24  At  the  fame  time  his  mother  likcwife  offered  the 
fieri  fice  appointed  iu  the  law  of  God  for  her  purifica¬ 
tion  ;  And  as  her  hufbaud  and  (he  were  too  poor  to  af¬ 
ford  a  lamb  and  a  dove,  which  were  required  of  thofe 
that  were  able,  (he,  as  was  allowed  in  cafe  of-  poverty, 
(Lev.  xii.  6,  7,  8.)  offered  a  couple  of  turtle-doves  or 
young  pigeons  §  one  for* a  burnt-offering,  in  testimony 
pf  her  tbankfulncfs  5  and  the  other  for  a  fin-offering,  in 
teftimeny  of  her  liufulneb,  and  unworthinefs  of  the 
mercy  fhe  had  received ;  an.d  both  together^  to  make  a 
typical  atonement  for  her. 

25  While  Jefus  appeared  in  all  thefe  circumftances 
of  meannefs  ip  the  temple,  obferve  the  honour  which  at 

the 


NOTES. 

t  good  enpie,  rrwl  k,  (ai/iu,)  tetir  Da.  Yli,  MilL  in  Ik. 
yar&Mba,  taking  in  both  the  virgin  suit  J  ChrtR's  birth  being  exprtfled  by  bis 
Jem,}  fend  though  he  bud  no  (in  or  hw  own,  vptmng  tit  vetbb,  Ibcwt  that  he  wu  bom  of 
ytt,  a*  he  was  to  be  nwit  fin hr  at,  be  came  the  virgin  in  the  ulna  I  way  of  women,  briiw- 
jmiler  the  lepi  ordinance  for  purification,  fog  forth  ehltdren,  whatfonvr  font  of  the 
MSe  outer  cnilqrai,  as  if  he  tud  bees  a  fin*  ancients  vainly,  imagined  to  the  contrary. 


Ch.  ii. 


The  Evangeli/}  I.uke  paraphraftd. 


*1 


holdt  there  wis  a 
nan  injerufalem, 
wlmfi;  uair,c  was 

Simeon;  anil  the 
lane  man 
and  devour,  wuii- 
in({  fortht  conlb- 
Jaiion  of  iJrvi  t 
and  the  holy 
Ohoft  wn  upon 
him. 


the  Came  rime  was  put  upon  him  :  There  was  in  Jtru- 
JaUm%  a  Doted  man,  named  Stmem*  who  was  a  perfon 
of  great  integrity  and  devotion,  ftrittty  juft  toward  men, 
and  eminently  religious  toward  God;  and  who  believed, 
and  was  daily  looking  for  an  accomplifhment  of,  the 
pro  tmfes  concerning  the  Mefiiah,  the  hope  of  whom  was 
the  joy  of  rtie  faithful  in  Ifr&el*  and  wfrofc  appearing 
would  bring  to  them  the  richdt  correlations  :  And  the 
Holy  Gholt  came  upon  this  holy  man,  in  a  way  of  ex¬ 
traordinary' revelation  and  prophetic  impulfe  ; 

26  And  he  was  divinely  warned,  hy 

the  infpirarion  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  joyful,  long -looked 
for  day  of  God's  Melliah’s  appearing,  was  fb  nigh  at 
hand,  that,  old  as  he  was,  his  own  eyes  Ihould  behold 
him  before  he  died  f. 

27  Accordingly,  at  the  very  time  when  Jofsph  the 
reputed  father,  and  Mary  the  real  mother,  of  Jefus, 
brought  him  into  the  temple  to  prefent  him  to  the  Lord 
according  to  the  legal  euftom  before-mentioned,  (ver* 
22,)  this  Simon  came  thither  Ukewife  by  the  fuggefticn 
of  the  Spirit  of  God* 

28  And,  as  fixm  as  he  Guv  the  Infant;  it  being  re¬ 
vealed  to  him  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  that  this  was  the  Lord's 
Chrift,  Ins  heart  leaped  for  joy ;  and,  in  holy  transport, 
he  caught  the  dear  Saviour  in  his  arms,  and,  embracing 
him  adored,  ami  magnified,  and  gave  thanks  to  God 
for  him,  in  the  following  fong  of  praife* 

29.  Now,  Lord,  1  have  done  with  the  prefent  life, 
thou  having  given  me  the  utmofl  that  my  heart  could 
with  for  in  it:  And,  as  this  performance  of  thy  pro* 
mife,  about  feeing  riic  MdCah,  ts  an  intimation  $  that 
the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand,  1  am  ready  to  die 
at  thy  command ;  ami  it  is  with  the  greateft  fatisfaition 
that  I  leave  the  Saviour  in  this  world,  and  hope  to  meet 
him  with  rich  advantage  in  a  better* 

30  P05  I  am  highly  favoured  beyond  all  the  prophets 
an<*  mcu  that  have  ever  gone  before  me;  their  pre¬ 
dictions  are  now  accomplifhed,  and  thy  gracious  pro- 
mife  particularly  to  me  thy  unworthy  fervunt  is  fulfilled; 
thefe  mortal  eyes  of  mine  have  Wen  bletfcd  with  the 
fight  of  him,  who  is  the  fum  and  iubtfance,  and  the 
author  and  giver,  of  all  the  (alvation  which  thou  halt 
promifed  to  bellow  thro*  him ; 

B  4  31  Whom 

N  o  r  E  s* 

+  icatb  i$  a  Hebraifm  for  5  Simnn  fcemcJ  to  uiufcilhntl,  that  what 

Flit,  fox  iti*.  4S,  was  revealed  to  him  hy  the  Holy  Utioii*  ver« 

(  fiippolc  that  Sinuon  was  a  prie(lf  il  carried  this  as  as 

and  that  he  took  Jcfus  in  hif'affms  to  per-  he  fhould  have  i«n  the  Lord4*  Chntl,  he 
form  the  prLHTs  pin  in  preJcatjug  liira  to  foouU  die;  and  he  willing  io  luVC  u  fo. 
the  Lord* 


■ 

1 6  And  it  was 

itvealtri  onto  him 
by  the  Judy 
Ghoft,  that  he 
fliouM  nor  tee 
Jrailj,  before  he 

hjtd  lcen  the  Lord 
Chriit, 

17  Aod  he 

came  by  the 
Ipint  into  (he 
temple  :  and 

when  the  parrnis 
brought  in  the 
child  Jdiu,  to  do 
for  him  slier  the 
oiltqm  ofh  the 
law, 

18  Then  rook 
he  him  up  in  his 

arms,  and  bkllcd 
God,  and  Uid, 

ip  Lord,  now 
Irttcrfl  ihou  thy 

fervant  depart  in 
pcict,  Bccordinjr 
in  thy  word  : 


30  For  mine 
„  cs  have 
ii\wwa. 


a4 

31  WtuchtHqii 

haft  prupiad  lw> 
fore  the  fipe 

«D  people ; 


31  A  light  to 
enlighten  the 
Gen  til  a,  and  chc 
glorf  of  thf  peor 
pie  Ural. 


33  And  Jofeph 
and  in*  mother 
marvelled  of  thole 
things  which 
were  rpojtca  of 
luro. 


34  And  fume- 
on  blriTni  them» 
and  frill  unto 
Maty  his  mother, 
Krhnlrt,  this  rhiti 
is  i'et  for  the  fall 
and  ilfijig  4 pin 
of  many  in  JTt*- 
cl ;  and  for  3  Ggn 

which  Ihdl  l)C 
fpokcD  apinft? 


1*  (Yea/* 

iaord  Oii-ii  fierce 

through  thy  o*ti 
foul  jJfbt)  (bat 

the 


*Thc  EvangeJlfi  Litre  faraphrafid.  Ch.  ii. 

3 1  Whom  thou  halt  provided  in  thy  eternal  counfele, 
and  now  fent  into  the  world,  and  for  whom  thou  halt 
prepared  a  body,  that  he  may  appear  with  open  evidence 
and  effectual  operation,  as  a  Redeemer  among  all  nations 
whatsoever. 

32  Thou  halt  given  him  to  be  a  light  to  the  Gentilet* 
who  have  in  all  age6  fat  in  darknels  ;  and  to  rtfivre  the 
preferred  of  Ifrael,  who  were  funk  into  great  degene¬ 
racy,  {If a,  xlix.  6.)  j  yea,  and  to  bring  the  highell  ho¬ 
nour  to  thine  ancient  people  the  Jewi,  as  be  derives 
his  birth  from  them,  will  perfonally  converfe  with, 
preach,  and  do  his  mighty  deeds,  and  begin  bis  faring 
Work  firlt  among  them,  and  will  afterwards  fend  out  his 
gofpel  from  them  for  the  converfion  of  others  ;  and  in 
him  (hall  all  the  true  feed  tf  Ifrael  he  jufifud,  and  JhaR 
gfaj*  (Ifa.  xlv.  25.) 

33  In  this  manner  Simeon  celebrated  the  praifes  of 
God,  giving  free  vent  to  his  faered  joy  at  the  light  of 
the  Mefliah :  And  both  Jofepk,  and  Mary  bis,  mother, 
reflecting  on  this,  together  with  what  they  had  feen  and 
heard  before  concerning  him,  flood  amazed  at  the  re¬ 
markable  concurrence  of  fuch  magnificent  leftimonies  to 
the  great  and  glorious  things  that  were  to  he  done  by  him- 

34  And  while  they  were  filled  with  delightful  won¬ 
der,  Simeon  congratulated  their  happinefs,  and  begged 
of  God  to  hlefs  them  on  account  of  their  relation  to 
Jefus  ;  and  particularly  addrefling  himlclf  to  the  virgin 
Mary,  he  laid,  Obferve,  this  very  child  is  ordained  of 
God,  and  brought  into  the  world,  to  be  eventually  an 
occafion  of  (tumbling  and  falling  to  many  Ifraelittty  as 
was  propbefied  of  him,  ( Ifa .  viii,  14,  xc,  i8.)t  but  the 
direct  and  principal  defign  of  God  in  fending  him,  is 
to  raife  up  many  others  of  them,  and  even  of  thofe  that 
at  firll  (tumbled  at  him,  to  fpiritual  life  and  happinds, 
thro*  faith  in  him  here,'  and  to  eternal  glory  hereafter ; 
Many  alfo  (ball  fall,  in  a  temporal  fenfe,  by  outward 

troubles  and  difgraces  for  his  fake;  aud  (hall  rife  in  a 
fpiritual  fenfe,  hy  the  inward  confolations  and  fpiritual 
honours  that  he  will  bellow  upon  them  ;  And  he  ihall 
appear  in  fuch  wonderfully  mean  and  fuffering  circum- 
ftances,  that  many  will  (peak  with  bitter  enmity,  blaf* 
phemy,  and  revilings,  againlt  him. 

35  Yea,  fo  inveterate  will  their  prejudices  and  cru¬ 
elties  be  againlt  him,  that  you,  who  have  the  honour 
of  being  his  mother  after  theflefh,  fhall  fuffer  as  much 
anguilh  and  pain,  as  if  your  heart  were  thru  ft  through 
with  a  fword,  on  account  of  the  (hocking  things  which 
you  (hall  be  eye  and  ear  witneffe^  of  as  done  and  laid 


Ch.  V. 

the  thoughts  of 
UUQy  beam  may 
he  nvobi 


3 6  And  there 
vis  one  Anna  a 
pruplieteft ,  the 
daughter  of  Pik' 
Doet*  of  the  tribe 
of  Afcr:  Ihc  «*& 
of  a  great  age, 
an A  bad  lived 
wi:h  an  hoftobi 
fcvco  years  from 
her  virginity: 

3T  Gve 

ns  a  widow  of 
about  fwxrfcore 
and  four  y«r«; 
vhtch  departed 
not  from  the  tem¬ 
ple  *  but  lerved 

Ged  wkh  fattiugs 

and  prayers  night 
and  day. 

36  And  flic  co¬ 
ming  in  that  ia- 
foot,  we  thanks 
likewile  unto  the 
Lo  a  ot  and  fpakc 
of  him  to  all  them 
that  looked  for 
redemption  in  je- 
ruialcm* 

■ 

59  And  when 
they  had  per¬ 
formed  all  things 
according  to  the 
U*  of  the  Lor  d, 
they  returned  in¬ 
to  Galilee  , .  to 
their  own  city 
^uarcth. 

40  And  the 
child  grew,  and 
waled  (bong  in 

(piritj 


The  Evangeiifl  L  uk  f.  pnraphtafid .  a  j 

againfthim,  and  by  means  of  tbe  pcrfecutians  which  yon 
Ihall  fuffer  for  his  fake  becaufe  of  your  relation  to  him 
and  profeffion  of  him  t ;  ali  which  wiii  come  to  pals  for 
the  difeovery  of  many  hypocrites  and  Cncere  believers, 
that  it  may  be  clearly  feen,  Who  are  for  him,  and  fhalt  be 
faved  ;  and  who  are  again!!  him,  and  fhaJl  be  loft  for  ever. 

3 6  There  was  likewife  one  Anita ,  who  was  endued 
with  tbe  fpirit  of  prophecy  ;  Ibe  was  the  daughter  of 
Pbartvel,  of  the  tribe  of  Ajbcry  and  a  very  old  woman, 
who  had  been  married  only  to  one  hulband,  aud  lived 
in  a  ftate  of  wedlock  but  feven  years  from  her  virginity 
to  her  widowhood. 

37  The  age  of  this  widow  was  about  eighty 'four  years: 
And  tho’  lhe  was  fo  old,  yet  fuch  were  her  uncommon 
piety  and  devotion,  that  ibe  constantly  attended  the  war- 
fhip  of  God  at  .the  templfe,  morning  and  evening,  and 
on  all  occaGcns  $  an4  was  very  frequent  in  folemn  fait' 
jags  and  prayer,  to  as  great  a  degree,  as  the  frailty  of 
human  nature,  at  her  advanced  years,  could  be  fuppofed 
to  admit  of. 

38  This  holy  woman  coming  into  the  temple,  as  well 
as  Simeon,  at  the  very  time  when  Jefus  was  brought  thi¬ 
ther  ;  and  Ihe,  by  the  inlpiration  of  the  Holy  Gbolt, 
knowing  him  to  be  the  Melfiah,  heartily  blefled  God  for 
him,  and  talked  of  him  to  all  her  religious  acquaintance 
In  Jeru/aJemy  who  were  waiting  with  faith,  hope,  and 
longing  defire,  for  the  falvation  which  they  were  then 
expecting  would  loon  be  brought  to  his  people  hy  the 
great  Redeemer.  * 

39  When  every  thing  relating  to  Chrift  and  his  mo¬ 
ther  had  been  done  at  Jerufalem  as  the  law  required  in 
their  circumftances,  they,  together  with  the  reputed  fa¬ 
ther  Jofrpb)  returned  in  due  time  $  to  Nazareth  in  Ga¬ 
lilee  y  which  was  the  town  of  their  ufual  refidence. 

40  And  the  child  Jefus  tnereafed  in  bodily  ftrengih 
and  ftanuc  ;  and  Q  the  natural  powers  of  his  human 
mind  daily  improved,  with  his  advancing  years,  as  they 
do  in  other  children,  only  with  abundantly  more  ftrength 

and 


NOTES. 


f  Fpifkamuft  *5  i«  trftaily  ohierved,  Ciyi,  fpu-iitd  endowments,  wMch  T  take  to  have 
that  Mery  ijcrfeft1  fdflered  martyrdom  Cor  proceeded  rather  from  (Ik  power  of  the  i**-* 
Chrift.  Vi&  tit,  Hsrcf.  utviii.  dwelling  (Jwlhcari,  H'hich  pcrfbua;*/ 

\  Lake  pafles  over  Joftp&s  flight  with  Jt-  muted  wnftihc  Man  Jtfus>  than  from  thug;! :  * 
fin  and  his  mother  into  &SJPU  vtnch  vc  of  thelloty  Ghoft ;  Iwanife  it  is  mvet  hitd  o;‘ 
hive  id  account  of,  Mat.  it,  and  which,  u  him,  a*  of  J&t*n  tit  (diap-  L  if.)  thjt 

is  generally  fuppofed,  took  up  Uftfcr  than  be JkittlJ bt piici ittilb  UK  defy  Cb  jh  fi'tsfom 
two  year*  before  their  return  ro  Nezsrttb*  tis  mtthtr's  ;  nor  U  any  ti. cation  m*sie 
D  Hi*  WAxiuj  fircjtjin  Jpirit ,  fecmi  10  re-  of  CUrifl’s  being  filled  with  iheHJy 
laic  to  the  natural  improvements  of  ht*  hu-  till  his  bsptifm,  #i-,en  he  cwitiiftl  upni  (be 
idui  foul:  and  the  following  exprdlwni  public  dii charge  of  the  office  fuf  ^iiidi  kii 

cukc  iquncduidy  refjpcft  hU  citraoriunry  Father  biin* 


z6 

fpirit,  GIW  with 
wiftlora :  and  the 
jtutt  of  God  tf«g 
upou  bun. 


4.1  How  bu 
parents  wciu  to 

Jerirfrfem  every 
yti#  at  the  frail 
of  the  paflover* 


The  EvdngeVtfi Luke  faraphrafid.  Ch. ii , 

and  vigour;  and  together  with  the  enlargement  of  rhdc> 
he  was  vifibly  enriched,  every  day  more  and  more  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  with  divine  wifdom,  free  from 
all  mixture  of  folly  or  error,  by  the  irradiating  light  of 
the  indwelling  Godhead,  which  gradually  opened  itfdf 
in  him,  and  fi’led  him  wiiBfcrery  gi^ce,  rar  beyond  one 
of  hU  age,  ft  and  highly  recommended  him  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  God. 

4i  Now,  as  at  the  paflbver  all  the  males  of  Ifrael  were 

obliged  by  the  law  to  appear  annually  before  the  Lord  at 
Jerujaiem^  conftantly  wentupthither;  a niMarjf 

in  the  greatndfs  of  her  piety,  attended  him  every  year  on 
thofe  folemn  occaGond,  to  celebrate  that  great  feflival 

there* 


4%  And  when 
he  was  twelve 
yea rs  old,  they 
vent  up  to  J*rn- 
filtm,  after  the 
ruAoni  of  tl*e 
ftsdh 

4j  And  when 
they  had  fulfilled 
the  days,  as  they 
returned  ,  the 
child  Jrfu$  tamed 
behind  iu  Jendit- 
Um  ;  ami  Jofrph 
and  his  mother 


42  And  when  jefus  came  to  be  twelve  years  old, 
$  his  parents  took  him  along  with  them  to  Jerusalem t  that 
he,  together  with  them,  might  attend  the  ufual  rites 
and  ordinances  of  that  religious  feaft. 

43  And  when  they  had  continued  there  the  full  length 
of  the  appointed  time,  till  all  the  woribip  belonging  to 

that  folemnity  was  over,  his  parents  fet  out  for  their 
journey  back  again  to  Nazareth}  but  Jefus  himfelf  ftaid 
ftill  at  Jerufalrm,  to  manifeft  fomcihing  of  the  glory 
which  was  afterwards  to  be  more  fully  revealed  in  him ; 
Jo/ephf  and  Mary  his  mother,  knowing  nothing  of  the 


knew  not  of  iL 

44  But  they 
fuppi.finjT  him  to 
luvc  been  in  the 
company,  went  a 
day's  journey : 
and  they  fought 
him  among  /wrr 
kindolb  uid  it- 
qudLnu&cc. 

45  A:jd  when 
they  found  him 
hoi,  they  turned 
back  again  to  Je¬ 
rusalem,  ticking 
Ifim* 

46  Audit  earn* 
to  pufs,  that  atrer 
three  day*  they 

1  found 


matter. 

44  But,  as  great  companies  ufed  to  travel  together  in 
their  return  home,  they  concluded  that  he  was  among 
fume  of  their  relations  or  acquaintance,  tho’  not  prelent 
with  themfclvcs  %t  and  lo  were  eafy  till  they  had  gone 
a  day’s  journey ;  when,  neither  feeing  nor  hcariug  any 
thing  of  him,  they  began  to  be  in  great  pain  about  him, 
and  to  inquire  after  him  among  alt  the  companies  with 
wham  they  thought  he  might  mod  probably  afibciate. 

45  And  when,  upon  inquiry,  they  found  their  mi- 
Itake,  and  knew  not  what  was  become  of  their  dear 

^  W 

child,  from  whom  they  juftly  expefled  the  bell  of  blef- 
fings  to  themiclves  and  to  1/rat l,  they,  full  of  frights  and 
fears,  h aliened  back  again  with  all  poffible  fpeed  to  Je~ 

rufaltm ,  to  make  the  Itricleit  fearch  after  him. 

46  Here  like  wife  rhey  fought  lor  him  in  vain,  tillthe 

third  day,  (fee  the  note  on  ftfat.  xxvii.  63.)  when,  to 

the  joy  of  their  hearts,  they  found  him  in  an  apartment 

of 


MOTS. 

'1  Srasc>  fonieiimes  figmfics  an  PcrfcnftwertohlTgtdtodothcdmJesofaddt 

exodtrm  internal  quality  ;  and  at  uihcrs,  the  choirh-roenibctftiip. 
faiGTirofGnd  :  AtkMa  bath  theft:  Crnfc?  it  J  Or  the  men  and  women  travelling  moffo 
ii  applied  to  CKriit,  Jjiii  i,  14.  flt  Lhkz  ii.  iy  in  dijlind  companies,  his  mother 

think  that  he  was  with  his  Father*  apd  ins 
5  At  this  age,  the  Jc-r'Jb  detton  fay,  father  that  he  was  with  hti  mother* 


Ch.S. 

found  bim  m  the 
temple,  fitting  m 
the  mid  ft  of  t  be 
dofiort  y  both 
h^rinj  them  , 
and  iling  them 

queftioDt* 

47  And  all  tli  at 
he*ix!  him  were 
aftonUhol  at  hi* 
undcrflanduig 
and  wfWcrt. 


40  And  vben 
tTity  fi«  him , 
ticy  were  ama¬ 
zed  :  and  bis  men 
rha  ikid  onto 
faini,  Son,  why 
hart  thou  thus 
dealt  wifh  us  1 
behold,  thy  ti¬ 
dier  aud  l  luve 
fc  slight  thee,  lor* 
ioming. 


49  And  be  fuid 
onto  them.  How 
i*  it  that  ye  fought 
art  ?  wilt  yt  cot 
that  I  mult  be  a* 
bout  my  Father's 
bolauds  1 


jo  And  they 
under  flood  not 
the  trying  uhich 

he  fpafct  unto 
thtm. 

j 


Tbt  Evangel ij}  Luke  paraph  afed .  a  j 

of  the  temple  where  the  <1o£Voie  ufed  to  difeofs  matters 
relating  to  the  law  ;  and  there,  though  but  twelve  years 

old,  he  was  fitting  among  them,  and  Shewing  his  great 
modefty  in  hearing  their  debates,  and  his  extraordinary 
wifdom  in  propofmg  qudtions  to  them,  and  in  anfwer* 
itig  fuch  as  they  put  to  him : 

47  In  to  much  that  all  the  audieoct  were  exceedingly 
amazed  at  the  manner  of  his  talking,  which  was  nut 
like  a  child,  hut  like  one  who  had  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  him;  fomethiug  or  his  divinity  difplaying  iifelf  on  this 
occafion,  in  fuch  a  furprifing  manner,  that  he  outfhone 
all  the  Fabbics  thcmfelves  io  the  fiigacity  and  prudence 
of  his  queftkms  and  replies- 

48  And  when  his  parents  found  him  thus  employed 
and  admired  among  fuch  company,  they  were  amazed 
to  think  what  early  appearances  here  were  of  the  great 
things  that  they  had  reafon  to  espeft  from  what  they 
before  had  heard  and  feen  concerning  him:  And  as 
Jofeph%  heiri£  only  his  father-in-law,  niighr  nor  think 
proper  to  chide  him,  his  mother,  taking  him  afide,  er- 
po(  Lula  ted  with  him  after  the  following  tender  maimer: 
Ah,  my  dear  fon  t  why  did  ft  thou  ftay  behind  thy  father 
and  me,  without  our  knowledge  or  coofent,  to  put  us 
into  fuch  a  terrible  fright  about  thee  f  O  !  think  of  the; 
diltrefs  this  has  coft  us:  Our  minds  have  been  day  after 
day  upon  the  rack,  ever  fince  we  milled  thee;  and  we 
have  been  diligently  fearching  among  all  our  kindred 
and  acquaintance  for  thee,  with  a  thoufand  fears  left 
fome  dreadful  mifefaief  had  come  to  thee:  How  couldit 
thou  give  us  an  occafion  of  lb  much  grief  and  trouble  ? 

49  Jefua  replied,  in  a  way  of  dutiful  refpeft  to  his 
fuppofcd  father,  as  well  as  to  his  real  mother,  How 
comes  it  to  pals  that,  after  all  which  has  been  told  you 
about  me,  ye  Ihould  fo  little  confidcr  my  having  a  Fa* 
ther  in  heaven,  whom  I  mud  prefer  to  all  earthly  pa¬ 
rents,  and  who  has  fent  me  on  fpccial  bufinefs  into  the 
world,  which  I  mult  attend  to?  Where  was  your  faith, 
that  ye  Oioufd  he  Jo  painfully  folicitous  in  your  fee  king 
after  me  ?  and  where  could  you  fo  reafonably  expert  to 
find  me,  as  in  my  heavenly  Father’s  own  houfe,  and 
employed  in  his  affairs  ? 

50  And  yet  they  did  not  take  in  his  meaning  about 
the  fpi ritual  nature  of  his  work,  fince,  according  ro  the 
prevailing  notions  of  that  day  about  rhe  Mefliah,  and 
according  to  the  declaration  ot  rhe  angel  that  he  ihould 
have  the  throne  of  David  hh  father,  (chap,  i.  32-)  they 
expe&ed  it  would  have  lain  rather  among  the  princes  and 

filters  of  this  world,  than  among  the  doctors  in  the  temple. 

51  Wlii'ii 


48 

■ 

ft  And  he 
vent  down  with 
them,  and, came 
to  Nazareth,  and 
ms  fubjeft  unto 
them  :  but  Ms 

tti other  kept  all 
thdc  fay  mgs  in 
Act  heart. 


St  And  Jefus 
io created  in  wif- 
dom  ami  ftacure, 
And  in  favour 
with  God  end 
sun* 


The  Evangefijl  Luke  paraphrafed*  Ch-  \U 

5  x  When  by  this  anfwer  he  bad  plainly  intimated  that 
he,  as  the  Son  of  God,  mi^ht  juftly  claim  the  liberty 
he  had  taken  without  their  leave*  be  neverthelefg,  to 
Ihew  that  he  was  really  a  man*  who  came  to  perform 
the  obcdieuce  belonging  to  every,  relation  of  life  into 
which  he  was  cad,  readily  returned  to  live  with  them  at 
Nazareth  in  a  private  and  obJcure  manner  f  till  about 
the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age,  (chap*  iti.  23*)  and  cheer¬ 
fully  fuhm feted  to  their  commands  in  every  inftanee  of 
filial  duty*  In  the  mean  while*  his  mother  carefully  trea¬ 
sured  up  all  thefe  remarkable  occurrences  in  her  memo* 
ry ;  and  often  refle&ed  ferionfly  upon  them*  in  hopes  of 

underftanding  them  better  in  time  to  come. 

5a  And  as  Jefus  grew  up  in  bodily  flature,  he  all 
airing  remarkably  increafed  in  eittraordmary  attainments 
of  divine  and  fpiritua),  as  well  as  of  natural  wifdom  and 
underftanding,  as  fall  as  his  human  fiend  was  capable  of 
them ;  and  in  his  acceptahlenefs  to  God,  and  to  tfaofe 
men  that  had  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  his 

holy  and  amiable  qualifications. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Who  that  duly  coolidm  siuguftus\  decree,  and  the  great  purposes  anfwcrrd 
by  it,  without  any  detign  in  him  to  aocompKJh  ancient  prophecies,  in  proof  that 
our  Jefus  is  the  true  Mcfiiah,  can  doubt  of  God*s  foreknowledge  and  govern* 
ment  of  tlse  free  actions  of  men  l  And  O  how  glorious  is  the  fahatbn  brought  in 
by  Jtfus  Chrift  1  how  honourable  to  God,  how  full  of  grace  and  peace  to  the  men 
of  his  good-will !  How  delightful  are  the  t  id  mgs  of  it  in  the  gofpe) ;  and  what 
high  pr.iife*  are  due  to  God  on  its  account!  How  cheerfully  fhould  we  embrace 
that  dear  Saviour;  and  how  cordial] y believe  in  him,. and  recommend  him  to 
others!  How  great  is  the  eonfolatiuti  that  fucb  tfialt  Sod  in  him ;  and  how  wil¬ 
ling  mu  ft  it  make  them  to  die,  and  go  to  heaven,  and  leave  this  world  of  fin  and 
furrow  behind  them  under  Chrift’a  care  and  influence  to  form  and  blefa  it,  and  in 
hopes  of  being  with  him  to  behold  his  glory?  And  how,  after  bis  example,  may 
God  he  glorified  in  the  meaneft  bulinefaof  private  life  !  But,  alas !  bow  many 
are  there  that  only  wonder  at  thefe  things  ;  and  how  many  that  ftumble  at  them 
to  their  own  perdition !  Happy  fouls,  who,  after  they  have  fallen,  rife  again  by 
faith  in  ^Redeemer !  How  evidently  did  the  characters  of  the  true  God  and  true 
man,  conftitoted  of  an  human,  improving  foul,  as  well  as  body,  eAiiy  appear  in 
oar  bl e fled  Lord !  How  deep  was  his  abatement  in  fulfilling  all  rig hteoufbcfc,  that 
be  might  be  a  Saviour  to  us!  And  yet  what  fignal  honours  war  put  upon  him 
a  mid  ft  all  hit  humiliation! — How  beauteous  is  the  char  after  of  a  truly  religious 
man,  whilft  he  is  juft  as  well  as  devout,  and  is  cooftantly  looking  for  complete 
redemption  by  Jefus  Chrift!  To  exemplify  this  amiable  charaftcr,  under  (he 
power  of  divine  grace,  our  children  fhould  be  early  brought  under  thcfraloftbe 
covenant,  and  devoted  to  the  Lord ;  young  people  fhould  aim  at  an  imitation  of 
Jefus,  in  filial  duty,  and  in  an  mcrcafe  with  all  the  Sncreafes  of  God,  which  are 
acceptable  to  him,  and  render  them  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  men;  married  perfons 

fhould 


NOT 

f  JttJim  M-artyr  tdlr  hj,  that  be  worked 
at  htt  father's  itadc,  u  i  carpenter,  in  mi- 
king  plough*,  and  yokes  for  oxen:  thereby 
Shewing  forth  the  righceoufaefi,  meaning  of 
private  life,  and  teaching  us  not  to  be  idle. 
Vi&l*  cum  Tryfk*  jif  And  God|w«u  fo 


E* 

highly  honoured  by  Chrift1 V  faithfully  di £ 
charging  the  duties  of  fo  mean  and  ob&nrc 
a  (tat  ion,  tbit  he  reckoned  it  *  part  of  the 
lightc  oufntfe  fay  ydiich  he  juftififs  them  that 
bitierc  in  jefos, 

t  The 


Ch.  iit>  *The  EvangeUJl  Luke  paraphrafed,  39 

ihould  coofdentioufly  imitate  Joppb  and  Mary  ;  women,  after  chTUHdrth,  flioulcf 
offer  public  m  well  as  private  thanksgivings  to  God ;  all  of  ust  whether  young  or 
oki,  or  whatever  may  be  our  places  autl  relations  in  life,  fbouM  ftatcdly  aitcttf 
the  ordinances  of  divine  worflup,  as  opport  uni  ties  offer,  whatsoever  charge  ot 
pains  it  maycoft  us:  Aod  if  we  would  find  Chrift  in  them,  we  Ouwld  feet  him, 
Sorrowing  lor  fin,  and  for  oar  former  ncgkftsof  him,  and  be  very  felicitous  in  our 
inquiries  after  him ;  Ihould  fcek  him  in  all  places,  and  particularly  at  his  houfc* 
where  it  may  be  moft  likely  to  meet  with  hint ;  and  Jhould  not  give  over  till  we 
find  him.  May  we  keep  all  thefe  things  in  our  hearts  I  And  may  the  grace  of  God 
be  upon  us  1 


CHAP,  nx. 


The  general  deftgn  of  the  baptifm  and  mintfiry  cf  Joh  a  t  > — 9.  His  par¬ 
ticular  tnJlruTHons  to  the  common  peopky  publicans  and  folditrs% 
io, — 14,  HU  account  of  the  approach  of  Chrifiy  1  — 1 8,  His  «n- 
pri/bnment  by  Herod,  19,  20*  CbriJPs  baptifm t  21,  22*  And  his  pe¬ 
digree  from  Adam*  23*— 38* 


Tbxt* 

NOW  in  the 
fifteenth 
year  of  the  rttgn 
of  Ttberius  Ccfir, 
Vomhu  Pilate 
being  governor 
of  Judea ,  aod 
Herod  being  re* 
truth  of  Galilee, 

and  his  brother 
Philip  utrercb  of 
Iturea  and  of  the 
region  ofTracho 
mtis,  and  Lyti- 

nias  the  teuarch 

of  Abilene, 

a  Annas  and 
Caiapbis  being 
the  high  pried*, 
the  word  of  God 
came  unto  John 
the  ton  of  Zadu- 
ms,  in  the  wil¬ 
der  ud^ 


N°_Y. 


Par  aphhase, 

n  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Tiberius % 
was  the  third  of  the  Roman  Cafars ;  when, 
with  refpeft  to  the  civil  affairs  of  the  Jfuts>  Pontius 
Pilate  was,  under  the  emperor,  governor  of  Judea  ;  and 
Herody  one  of  the  fons  of  Herod  the  great y  was  f  ruler 
of  Galileey  and  his  brother  PhiBp  bad  the  dominion  of 
Jturea  and  Trachonitisy  and  Lyfanias  had  that  of  Aby* 
lent*  and  when,  with^refpeft  to  the  JffwiJb  religious 
affairs,  Annas  and  Cdiaphas  fliared  in  the  admjmftration 
that  belonged  to  the  office  of  the  high  prieft  t :  Ax  thh 
time  John  the  Bapttfty  the  Ion  of  Zacbarias  and  Etifa- 
betby  hiving  till  then  led  a  retired  life  in  an  obfeure  vil¬ 
lage  in  the  wildernefs,  received  a  commiflion  immedi¬ 
ately  from  God ;  the  word  of  the  Lord  coming  to  him, 
as  it  had  formerly  done  to  the  prophets  of  old,  to  enter 
upon  bis  public  miniftry,  aod  preach  the  do&rines 
which  God  revealed  to  him* 

3  Ac- 

MOTES. 


f  The  left  throe  of  theft  mien  were  call* 

cd  utrmbti  either  btcaufc  «h  of  them  had 
under  hit  government  a  fourth  put  of  the 
dominbiu  of  Herod  the  fwai;  or  beault 
tluirs  was  the  fourth  rank  of  Roman  gover¬ 
nors!  the  firft  of  which  was  the  twptrar*  the 
next  a  prompt!  who  bad  the  government  of 
a  province,  the  third  3  iuf,  and  the  fourth 
a  iciranb*  See  Lighcfwl  or  tk  piece* 

i  The  feeptre  wu  now  departed  from 
Judab9  which  hid  lately  heui  mode  a  pra- 
viucc  to  the  Ram tie  empire;  and  «U  thine* 
wete  out  of  courie  among  the  JrafS  :  Hign- 
pr lefts  wot,  coocnry  to  the  law  of  God, 
frequently  chofto  among  them,  oe  Empoftrf 
by  irnpcrLj)  authority  upon  them,  as  if  ift* 


rimated,  Job#  xi*  1  j-  &  xvi!t*  1  3*  where  it 
is  Aid,  G&ophas  -mas  Ugh* prieft  that  year  hi 
which  Chrift  was  crucified ;  and  fuch  as  had 
once  boie  that  office  ever  afterwards  retained 
the  name*  Some  foppofe  that  Annas  and 
Cmapbat  were  alternately  employed  in  ere* 
curing  that  fonfHon  year  after  year,  or  that 
one  was  (he  deputy  of  the  other ;  But  per¬ 
haps  Annas  tepreftnted  Mofaf  as  ihc 
prince,  btid,  or  ptriident  of  tlic  AnhciMm  j 
and  Ctriapbas  rep  reft  o  ted  A'.rfa^  as  the  pro¬ 
per  high-prieft;  and,  as  appears  flora  J:hx 
j* vtii*  13,  14.  both  theft  continued  in  their 
office  till  the  death  of  ChrilL  Thi*  there¬ 
fore  was  the  proper  time  for  the  gic.tf  5/c- 
M,  the  Rdl^rtr  of  J/raet\  to  cvulc  into  the 
world* 


3° 

3  Andhccaroe 
»to  all  the  evon- 
trj'  dhont  JonliiDi 
[nc^diag  the 
b^itifm  of  re  - 
penance,  for  the 
jctoUIi^n  of  tio$; 


4  As  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  h^ok 
of. the  wonl*  of 
Eiaus  the  pro¬ 
phet*  frying.  The 
'voice  of  woe  cry- 
jTig  in  the  wilder* 
ircJf,  PrcpJix  ye 
the  way  of  the 
niiike  his 

pvih> 


$  Every  valley 

flwll  befilkd,  and 

fver y  nouotaui 
ini  hill  (hall  he 
brought  low  ;  and 
the  trt-okd  Itall 
be:  made  llnight, 
sud  the  rough 
waye  (hall.  ’  be 

made  /month ; 

<5  And  ail  flefh 
AiUice  the  frlva* 
tioo  of  God* 


j  Then  fa:d  he 
to  the  rmihirndt 
that  crnie  forth 
U>  be  baptlrd  of 

ItiiRj  O  genera?* 
than  of  vipers , 

who 


TJx  Evangclijl  Luke  parafhrafed.  Gh.  iii, 

3  Accordingly,  beginning  his  roiniltry,  and  excrci* 
Cng  it  for  a  while,  in  the  wildernels  of  Judea.  (Mat. 
iii.  i.)  he  afterwards  went  further  into  all  parts  of  the 
country  which  by  about  Jordan and,  preaching  the 
necdJity  of  repentance  to  a  corrupt,  degenerate  age,  be 
called  upon  them  that  (hould  make  a  profeflion  of  it,  to 
be  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  approaching  Meffiah,  as 
the  fign  and  feal  of  their  obtaining,  tbro’  iaith  in  him, 
the  forgivenefo  of  all  their  fins,  which  by  their  baptifm 
they  were  obliged  to  repent  of,  \A8s  xix.  4.  See  the 
note  on  Mat,  iti.  2.) 

4  John  did  this,  according  to  the  prophecy,  {If*,  xl. 
3,  4,  5.)  where  he  is  fpnken  of  as  one  who  (hould  lift 
up  his  Toice  aloud  ip  the  defert,  to  proclaim  the  coining 
of  the  MeQiah,  and  to  act  the  part  of  his  forerunner, 
faying,  in  allufiun  to  the  cuflnm  of  harbingers,  that 
ufed  to  go  before  their  princes,  and  give  orders  to  clear 
and  level  the  roads,  and  to  put  (trait  paths  thro*  wild 
and  defolate  places,  for  their  triumphal  entries,  4(  Let 
all  obftruttions  that  lie  in  your  depraved  hearts  and 
lives,  give  way  to  the  Lord  Chrift,  the  Jehovah  of  If- 
raelt  who  is  juft  ready  to  appear  among  you,  that  he 
inay  have  free  accefs  to  your  faith,  and  may  be  received 
in  fuch  a  manner  ar  is  fuitable  to  his  gracious  and  holy 
defign.*'  (Set  the  notcon  Mat.  xi.  10.) 

5  And,'  for  their  encouragement,  John  told  them, 
that  wherever  Chrift  fliould  exert  his  power  and  grace, 
humble  fouls  (hould  be  exalted,  -and  proud  and  lofty 
hearts  fubdued 5  perverfe  tempers  and  difpofmons  (hould 
be  regulated,  and . rough  fpirits  Smoothed  j  and  finners 
of  all  ranks  and  characters  (hould  be  effectually  wrought 
upon,  reclaimed,  and  turned  to  the  Lord, 

6  And  as  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (hould  be  revealed 
in  a  more  illuftrious  manner  than  ever  before ;  foperfons 
of  all  nations,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles,  fliould  -know 
and  enjoy  that  great  and  glorious  falvation  which  Go<l 
was  then  bringing  into  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

7  When,  in  the  courfe  of  John’s  mini  (tr  y,  vaft  num« 
bers,  and  among  them  many  of  the  Pkarifees  and  Sad- 
ducees,  flacked  to  his  baptifm,  {Mat.  iii.  7.  fee  the 
note  there) ;  he,  knowing  their  feveral  characters,  ad- 
dreffed  them  in  the  following  manner :  O  generation  of 
men,  which,  for  fubtilty,  venom,  and  mifehief,  are 
the  feed  of  the  old  ferpent  the  devil ;  Who  could  have 
expected  that  fuch  as  you,  who  either  think  yourfolves 
righteous  enough  already,  or  make  a  jelt  of  all  religion, 
fliould  ever  take  upon  yon  obligations  to  repent,  and  fly 
by  faith  to  the  approaching  Saviour  for  the  remiffion 

of 


Ch.  lit. 

who  hith  wimed 
you  to  Aee  from 
the  vnth  K> 
come? 


ft  Bring  forth 
therefore  fniitt 

worthy  Of  repent¬ 
ance,  end  bcigitt 
not  to  iiy  within 
youHdm ,  We 

have  Abraham  to 

cur  father;  for  1 
fay  umo  you  , 
That  God  U  able 
of  thtfe  floras  to 
raife  up  children 

unto  AbnJum* 
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of  fins*  and  deliverance  from  the  wrath  to  come  ?  What 
is  your  motive  or  defign  herein  i  But  remember  I  now 
tell  you,  that,  unlefs  ye  unfeignedly  turn  from  every 
fajfe  way  to  him,  the  vengeance  of  God  wilt  certainly 
come  in  a  little  time  upon  you  to  your  utter  ruin  as  a 
nation  In  this  world,  and  upon  every  one  of  you  per- 
Tonally  to  your  everlafting  perdition  in  the  next. 

8  If  therefore  ye  profels  to  repent,  arid  turn  to  God 
thro’  thp  promifed  Seed,  fee  that  ye  give  good  proof  of 
your  Cncerity  therein,  by  the  humble  and  holy  obedi-. 
ence  of  your  hearts  and  lives ;  and  let  none  of  yon  go 
about  to  evade  iny  folemn  admonitions,  or  to  bolder 
yourfdves  up  with  prefumptuous  hopes  of  happinefs  and 
fafety  becaufe  of  your  peculiar  covenant •  pi  ivileges,  as 
the  dependents  of  Abraham ;  For,  if  ye  go  on  in  youy. 
tins,  and  reje&  the  expe&cd  Mefliah,  I  aftttre  you  that 
God  will  utterly  caft  you  off1,  and  (hew  his  almighty 
power  in  railing  up  a  fpuiraal  feed  to  Abraham,  who 
fhall  be  blefled  with  him,  through  faith  in  Chriit,  from 
among  the  Gentiles,  fuch  as  thefc  Roman  loldiers  and 
publicans,  (vcr.  12,  14.)  tho',  in  your  account,  they 
are  as  unlikely  to  be  made  alive  to  God,  and  taken  into 
his  favour,  as  the  very  (tones  under  your  feet. 

9  And  as  an  ax,  levelled  at  the  root  of  a  tree, 
threatens  immediate  deQru£Hon ;  and  barren  trees,  after 
all  means  have  been  ineffectual  to  make  them  fruitful, 
are  cut  down  and  burnt :  So  God’s  hand  is  now  lifted 
up,  juft  ready  to  ftrike,  for  the  many  provocations  that 
have  been  offered  him ;  and  if  any  of  you  rejc£t  the  lad 
and  moft  endearing  methods  and  overtures  of  his  grace, 
and  bring  forth  no  good  fruit  by  thofe  means,  ye  will 
fpeedity  be  cut  off  in  his  great  righteoufiiefs,  and  con- 
fumed  by  bis  wrath. 

10  And  while  the  Pharifeet  and  Sadduceet,  thro’  the 
pride  of  merit  on  one  hand,  and  of  rcafon  on  the  other, 
feemed  to  be  altogether  unmoved  by  the  engaging  and 
the  awful  things  that  John  laid  to  them,  many  of  the 
common  people  were  (truck  with  convi£Hons  of  their  (in 
and  danger  j  which  put  them  upon  ierious  inquiry,  fay¬ 
ing,  What  are  the  fruits  meet  for  repentance  f  that  we 
fttould  bring  forth  ? 

1 1  John  replied.  To  evidence  the  fincerity  of  your 
repentance,  (hew  compaGton  to  the  poor,  by  diftrihuting 
out  of  your  conveniences  for  the  relief  of  their  uecc  ffities ; 

As 

N  O  T  F. 

f  yth*  hid  fcid,  w,  ft.  See.  **  Do  therefore,  cr  produce  fruit*  irrvt 

for  rtputuct;''  nud,  in  exact  tsorifTpamlence  to  this  exprtrfioiif  th?  people  aiL,  rt  ** 

<(  What  thereJfrc  foil!  w*  do,  a  wbai- fruits  ?re  to  produce  meet  for  reprnt- 

ance  i'* 


9  And  now  at- 
t h  the  ix  U  laid 
unjo  the  root  of 
the  trees:  tvtrj 
tree  therefore 
which  hnugeth 
not  forth  good 
fruit ,  is  hewo 

down*  and  caft 
it  the  dm 


10  And  the 
people  aflted  him, 
fepug  ,  What 
AaiL  wc  do  (ben  l 


■1  He  lofaer- 
cthT  ubdfidth un¬ 
to  them,  He  that 

huh 


*2 

b+h  two  coats, 
let  him  imparl  to 
him  that  ■  hath 
nunc :  and  he 
that  hath  meat* 

ta  hint  do  like-* 


it  Then  omit 
•3fo  publican*  to 
be  btpthcd,  and 
kid  unto  him  , 

Matter,  what  frail 
we  do? 

13  Anri  he  fa*! 
unto  them,  EMet 
no  more  than  that 
which  U  appoint* 

td  fOUi 


14  And  the  G>l- 
dkrs  libmie'rie- 
mended  of  him, 
%ing.  Andvhat 
frail  we  do?  And 
he  Aid  onto 
them.  Do  vio¬ 
lence  to  no  man, 
neither  accufe  nnj 
ftlliily  3  and  be 
Content  with  your 

»*£«• 


if  Anri  as  the 
people  were  in 
expectation,  and 
•11  men  muted  in 
their  heart*  of 
John,  whether  he 
were  the  Chrilt 
or  not, 

id  John  an* 
fVereJ ,  &vinz 
Unto  them  all,  I 

indeed 


The  Evangeliji  Luke  paraphrafed *  Ch.  iiL 

As  fbr  instance,  Let  bim  who,  having  two  coats,  can 
do  very  well  with  one,  give  the  other  to  Tome  miferable 
objeft  that  wants  neceffary  clothing ;  arid  let  him  who 
has  food  enough  and  to  fparc,  give  feme  of  it  to  fuch 
as  are  ready  to  pcriQi  with  hunger.  This  will  be  a  good 
Ggn  that  your  hearts  are  turned  from  the  love  of  this 
world,  and  from  finful  and  luxurious  indulgences,  to 
the  love  of  God  and  of  your  neighbour. 

12  Then  the  collectors  of  taxes,  being  under  the  like 
convictions,  came  to  be  baptized  of  him,  and  afleed  the 
fame  queftion,  relating  to  themfelves,  faying,  Fray,  ma* 
fter,  what  are  the  particular  fruits  of  repentance  that 
wc  fliould  produce  ? 

tj  To  th  etc  he  anfwered,  Reftify  the  atmfes  of  your 
office;  do  the  duty  of  your  places,  with  mercy,  and 
with  faitbfulnefs  between  the  government  and  tbe  fub- 
je£t;  and  do  not  add  to  the  people's  burden  by  extort* 
ingor  infilling  on  more  from  them  than  is  due  to  C*far3 
or  by  taking  bribes  to  increafe  your  own  wealth  :  This 
13  the  proper  fruit  of  repentance  in  thofe  that  have  been 
bard* hearted,  covetous,  and  oppreffive. 

14  Some  of  the  foldiers  likewife,  Coming  to 
baptifm,  aJked  him,  TjFhat  are  the  ^edal  things  to  he 
done  by  us  to  Qiew  tbe  truth  of  our  repentance  T  He  re¬ 
plied,  The  bell  proof  ye  can  give  of  it  is,  to  abandon 
the  vices  that  perfons  of  your  calling  are  moft  incident 
to :  As  for  in  (lance,  Do  not  be  infolent  and  outrageous 
by  huffing  and  frighting,  or  plundering  and  abufing, 
the  people;  or  by  breaking,  inftead  of  keeping,  the 
peace  t  Never  mifreprefent  your  fcUow-foIdiers  to  their 
officers,  or  other  fubje£Ls  to  the  government,  either  to 
gratify  a  malicious  blood -thirfty  temper,  or  to  extort 
money  from  them  :  And  never  murmur  at  your  lawful 
pay,  npr  be  mutinous  about  it,  nor  want  to  add  to  it  by 
any  undue  means ;  but  live  contentedly  upon  the  public 
allowance.  Thus  he  advjfed  every  one  to  take  a  con- 
feientious  care  about  keeping  hitnf elf  from  his  own  ini¬ 
quity. 

15  And  there  being,  at  this  rime,  a  general  expec¬ 
tation  of  tbe  Meffiah’s  appearing;  the  extraordinary 
ftrain  of  gravity,  piety,  and  authority,  which  ran  thro* 
John**  enmiftry  and  behaviour,  put  the  people  upon 
thinking  whether  this  perfon  himfelf  werfe  not  be  whom 
they  were  looking  for. 

16  Johiy  obferving  this,  took  the  utmoft  care  to  un¬ 
deceive  them,  faying,  I  am  only  come  as  the  forerunner 
of  the  Me  Utah,  top  reach  tbe  do£trine  of  repentance, 
and  re  million  of  fins  through  faith  in  him ;  and  to  turn 

you 


Cb.  iil 

indeed  bapdu 
yon  *ith  w-Awr; 
bat  One  mijhticr 
thin  l  coracih, 

die  liti'hd  a  f 

whole  foots  1  am 
not  worthy  to  an- 
(oofe ;  be  OijII 
b^pihe  you  with 
the  Holy  Qboft, 
4nd  with  fire ; 


17  Whole  f^n 
tl  in  his  band, 
and  he  will 
throughly  purge 
bis  floor  ,  and 
will  gather  the 
wheat  into  his 
gamer;  but  the 
duff  he  will  burn 
with  fire  hu  - 
quendubJe. 


lB  And  many 
other  things  in 
bis  ethoriudon 

prattled  be  onto 
ihe  people. 


ip  But  Herod 

the 


*Tbe  Evangelift  Luke  faraphr&fid .  33 

you  over  to  him*  by  baptizing  you  f  with  water  ;  But 
the  Chrilt  of  God,  who  is  jult  ready  to  appear,  is  infi¬ 
nitely  fuperior  to  me,  in  his  per  fort,  and  in  the  excel¬ 
lence  and  efficacy  of  bis  qua  I  ifi  cations,  office,  ami  works; 
fo  that  I  think  myfelf  unworthy  of  the  honour  of  even 
carrying  his  (hoes  after  him,  (Mat*  iii.  it,)  or  untying 
and  taking  them  olF  from  his  feet:  He  will  baptise f 
fame  of  you  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
which  he  will  ihed  down  upon  you  in  a  vifible  appear¬ 
ance  of  fire,  ii.  3.)  ;  and  which  will  be  as  much 
more  powerful  and  penetrating,  in  its  operation  for 
fpi ritual  and  holy  purpofes,  than  my  baprifm,  as  (ire  h 
than  water,  in  an  external  application  of  them  to  the 
body.  (See  the  note  on  Mat ,  iii,  6,) 

17  Axul  as  a  hufbandman  fep mates  wheat  from  the 
chaff*,  which  lay  mixed  together  on  the  floor,  by  Ihakmg 
and  winnowing  it  in  a  fan  ;  and  lays  up  the  wheat  in 
his  granary,  but  throws  the  chaff  into  the  fire:  SoChrtft 
will  make  a  thorough  fearch  into,  and  an  exa£t  repara¬ 
tion  between,  true  believers  and  hypocritical  profe flora 
in  the  vifible  church,  by  his  word.  Spirit,  and  provi¬ 
dence  here,  and  at  death  and  judgment  hereafter  \  and 
he  will  preferve  the  righteous  from  the  fore (l  tribulations 
on  earth,  and  receive  them  to  his  everlafting  kingdom 
in  heaven;  but  will  execute  deflru£tive  judgments  on 

the  wicked  in  this  world,  and  caftthem  into  everlafting 
burnings  in  the  next* 

18  This  is  a  brief  fpecimen  of  John's  mimftry,  in 
which  he  added  many  other  particulars  fui table  to  his 
character  as  the  forerunner  of  our  Lord,  preaching  to 
the  people  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gofpel  (tv*yytxt*tT9 
juhv)  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whom  he  pointed  out  to  them, 
with  aferious  application  to  their  minds  and  confcientesi 
in  the  exhortations  he  gave  them. 

19  But  at  length,  after  having  preached  about  a  year 
and  half  ||,  he,  not  fearing  the  face  of  any  man*  dealt 

Very 


NOTES. 


f  Some  fuppoft  that  the  worth  John  tiled 
in  applying  the  want  veretheie;  I  baptize 
ijbu  tw/fr  mater;  W  a  migbtitr  than  1  &metht 
it/h  jbali  baptize  yea  with  the  Holy  Gtay?,  a*d 
-with  fire  /  and  fo  kl  vat  baptizing  them  in¬ 
to  the  fifth  of  Chrift  for  the  remiflicMj  of  fins, 
that  they  might  believes*  Him  lthcjhekU  came 
after  Awm,  as  it  is  raprvficd,  Afts  xix;  4* 

|  it  U  not  the  common  rChriftUn  iMptifin, 
bur  CbriiV?  own  baptizing  with  the  Holy 
tihoft  and  whh  fire,  that  VV'Ji  We  oppnfes 
to  hi?  own  baplilin  :  For  JwaV,  and  iht  Chri- 
ftian  hipiifm,  abating  tbe  different  for  mi  or 
t*ordlion  ufed  io  them  ft  derail  v,  were  for 
V-/L  II, 


fubftancc  the  fame,  both  in  the  dement,  and 
in  the  figiiiiicatiou  of  tlw  ordinance;  only 
oil e  tns  baptizing  them  into  the  faith  of 

him  who  was  to  cotnc,  dnd  the  other  into 
tbc  faith  of  him  who  is  come.  And  tjiofe 
apofUu  whom  ChHft  called  during  y<rhu*t  mi¬ 
ni  (try,  had  no  other  baptifm  with  *atcr  than 
that  of  John;  fince  Chrift  hlmfolf  admini- 
ftred  water- kaptifm  to  nolle,  iv_  t.  and 

there  h  no  appear  ante  of  thdr  baptizing  one 

another. 

J1  Dr  Llghifzzt  fivs  it  was  abont  twenty 
months;  *nd  th  *C  J-Afu  hep*  hi  priJon 
fome  lEontlii  ulove  a  year,  before  he  was 

|  C  ^ 


Ch. 


ui. 


tctfarch,  be¬ 
ing  reproved  by 
liim  for  He  radios 
brotlkt  Phi¬ 
lip'*  wife ,  anil 
for  all  the  evil* 

ivluch  Herod 

* 

fcath  done, 

10  Added  this 
alwvc  all,  that  be 

Dint  up  John  in 
pffjftu* 


ft  Now  when 
ill  the  poodle 
were  boipjucd,  it 

c.^Tii  to  pjJ<  that 

Jelir  al hr  being 
l>u[i'Lsed  ,  and 
pnyia^,  the  hea- 
ftp  u  +$  opened : 


it  And  the 
Holy  Ghoft  <Ie- 
fee  li  dev  |  ht  a  bo¬ 
dily  fhape  like  a 
dove  upnu  him, 
and  a  voice  came 
from  haven  , 
wuich  fuel*  Thou 
art  my  btlnvtd 
Son,  in  thee  1  un 
veil  pleated. 


aj  And  lefts 
Siimiclf  began-  to 
h  -iboirt  thirty 

years  of  sgc,  be¬ 
ing  (as  was  fujv 
pofttl)  the  Ion  of 
Joicph  *  which 
was  tht  fan  of 

Jldi, 


very  plainly  with  Herod  the  governor  of  GaliUe^  about 
all  his  beloved  vices,  and  particularly  his  fin  of  adultery 
and  inedt  in  marrying  Herodtaij  his  brother  PbiRp*$ 
wife,  while  Philip  himfdf  was  (till  living,  and  after  he 
had  children  by  her  %. 

ao  Herod  was  fu  esafperated  at  this  elofe  and  home 
reproof,  that  though  he  had  fometimes  heard  Jchn  with 
pleafure,  and  had  a  fecret  veneration  for  him  as  a  good 
and  holy  man^  yet  to  get  rid  of  fuch  an  impartial  mo¬ 
nitor,  and  to  gratify  Herodia^  he  added  this  horrid 
wtekednefs  to  all  the  reft,  that  be  clapped  hi  in  op  in 
prifon,  and,  after  a*confidcrable  time,  was  prevailed  upon 
to  take  away  his  life. 

21  Now,  to  return:  While  crowds  of  people  came 
to  Jfobn9  and  he  hud  baptized  them,  Jefus  himfdf,  tW 
he  needed  not  like  others  to  be  baptized  into  the  faith 
of  the  Mcffiah,  or  with  a  baptifm  of  repentance  i  yet 
refolding  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs,  and  to  fancfify  this 
ordinance,  and  enter  himfelf  into  the  Chriftian'Cfiurch 
by  it,  as  hg  had  been  entered  in  his  infancy  into  that  of 
the  jf-vsby  circumcifion,  healfo  was  baptized  by  John$ 
and  immediately  thereupon,  betaking  himfelf  to  prayer, 
there  was  a  vifiblc  opening  of  the  firmament : 

22  And,  in  anfwer  to  his  prayer,  the  Holy  Ghoft 
defeended  from  thence  in  the  appearance  of  a  luminoos 
body,  which  came  down  hovering  like  a  dove,  (fee  the 
note  on  Mat-  iii*  i &)  till  it  retted  upon  his  head,  to 
Intimate  his  being  then  anointed  with  the  Spirit  for  his 
office;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  an  audible  voice  was 
dire£led  to  him  from  God  the  Father,  faying,  Thou  art 
my  dear  aud  eternal  Son,  in  whofe  perfon  and  office  my 
foul  delights,  and  m  whom  1  think  with  pleafure  of  my 
great  defign  of  faving  all  that  1  have  given  to  thee*  (See 
the  note  on  Mat.  i\u  17*) 

23  Jefus  was  about  thirty  years  old  when  he  was 
baptized,  and  tints  diftindlv  and  mi raculoully  owned 
and  fealed  by  his  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  order  £0 
his  entering  upon  his  public  mini  ft  ry :  And  his  genea¬ 
logy,  according  to  the  fldh,  by  his  mother's  fide  ^ 

rec- 


N  o  r  k  s. 


put  to  death  i  Rut  the  crangclffl  iDcntioMs 
theft  things  here  in  Hew  worth,  thar  he  might 
afterwards  go  on  with  the  hillory  of  ChriJf, 
wifhtnit  inUrro|rttofi,  frtrfn  fits  bajitilin  ; 

(huugh  Jiiii  CuDlUltfc.l  |>reit'hlntf  a 

jodrartcr  heh,i*.l  hjptizoj  Chrilt,  before  his 
•wn  impriliimcm, 

£  Sec  iF&tfo  on  AL;/,  xiv* 

'  §  A*  Mffitkmt  £iv«  us  Clhrift's  and , 
rtjyjIJtAC  tiomhls 


defended  If  hn  own-  father  yamb  Trooi  .?► 
forrfcn,  the  fyn  and  fa'Ctflur  or  David  to  his 
throne  :  So  Lutt  feeim  io  giveu*  ChrifVs  na- 
lufal  line,  as  the  feed  of  the  woman,  from 
Ub  mother  who,  u  ft  me  lure  uken 

lu^iec,  tlkr  tulntud  fays,  was  the  daughter 
of  if.'fi  ;«aod  lb  de Trended  from  tvatbaa^  a- 
Higher  of  (he  ftni  of  David.  But  as  ihc  fa¬ 
milies  of  wnmrri  vu*rt  not  enrolled  under 
tbcit  name*,  or.reetcGcd  u  dHtinft  fanulir? 


Ch.  iit.  The  Evangel! ft  Luke  paraphrased* 


a4  Which  was 
the  fiuof  Matt  bat, 
which  wu  the fin 
of  Lev?,  which 
was  the  fin  of 
Melchi ,  which 
wsthefitt  of  Jan- 
na,  which  was  lie 
fin  of  Joltpli  9 

i J  W  bich  was 

tht  fin  of  Matta- 
thiu,  which  «u 
thefimsi  Amo*, 
which  was  the  fin 
of  Nmni,  which 
was  the  fin  of  E- 
tii*  which  was  tht 


reckoning  upwards  to  the  fir  ft  man  Adamy  to  ftiew  that 
he  is  the  prom i fed  Seed  of  the  woman  who  fhould  break 
the  ferpent's  head,  frauds  thus  :  Jcfus  being  the  real 
Son  of  the  virgin  Maryy  and  being  born-after  her  efpou* 
fal  to  Jtftph}  he  thereby  became  the  ion-in-law  of  Jo* 
fiph }  and  Jofeph ,  by  bis  marriage  with  Mary ,  was  the 
legal  fon  of  /fa/r,  her  own  father* 

24  This  Htii  was  naturally  defeended  from  Matthat* 
Matt  bat  from  Levi)  Levi  from  Meictn^  Melchi  from 
Jannay  Janna  from  Jofeph) 

25  Jofeph  from  MattathiaS)  Mat  tat  bias  from  AmpSj 
Amos  from  Naumt  Naum  from  Ejiiy  EJli  from  Nagge^ 


pm  of  Nlggc, 

*4  Which  was 
the  fan  of  Maath, 
which  V4i  the fin 
4 f  Matuthias , 
which  vu  the fin 
tfi  Sc  met,  which 
was  the  fin  of  Jo- 
icpb,  which  was 
the  fin  of  Juda. 

17  Which  wu 
tht  fin  of  Joanna, 
which  was  the  fin 
of  Rhefa,  which 
vnh  the  fin  of  Zo- 
robabcl  9  which 
was  the  fin  of  Sa* 
brhiel,  which  was 
the  fin  of  Neri, 

18  Which' was 
ih<-' fed  of  Mctehi, 
which  w 'll  the  fin 
of  Addi,  which 
was  i he  fon  of  Co- 
hm,  which  wan 
the  fin  of  Kino* 
dam  9  which  was 
the  fin  of  Er, 

19  Which  waa 

fin  of  Joft , 
which  was  fin 
of  Eliczer,  which 
was  the  fin  of  Jo- 

rim,  which  was 
the  fin  of  Mat  that* 
which  was  the  fin 
of  Levi, 

}4  Which  was 

the 


26  Nagge  from  Maathy  Maetth  from  Mattatbiat , 
Mattatbiat  from  Semti,  Semet  from  Jofeph,  Jofeph  from 
Juda% 


27  Juda  from  Joanna ,  Joanna  from  Rhefa,  Rhefa 
from  'Zorobabei,  Zorobabel  from  Salat /nil,  Salat  bill  from 
Nerit 


28  Ncri  from  Melcht,  Melchi  from  Addi,  Addi  from 
Cofam,  Cofam  from  Elmodatn,  Eknodam  from  Er. 


29  Er  from  Jofe,  Jofe  from  E liner,  Eliezer  from 
Jorimy  Jorim  from  Mattbat,  Mai  that  from  Levi. 


30  Levi  from  Simeon.  Simeon  from  Juda ,  Juda  from 

C  a  J°fepK 


MOTE, 

in  Ifr&tl :  So  this  account  is  copied  out,  ae-  in  hv  of  HfiS,  M nr/s  father ;  and  it  may  ho 
cording  to  thecuftom  of  the  from  one  obJcrveri,  that  the  words  or  which 

of  their  authentic  ccneaiogiei,  under  the  we  render  ns  urns  fipptfctl,  ra*hrr  fipiify» 
ho  (twnd’s  name;  which  is  the  reafhn  why  referring  to  the  genealogy,  M  l*$eftwchum  efit 
Jilniy  is  not  mentioned*  though,  ftriAiy  as  it  was  legally  fettled,  i>r  ws*  found  on  re- 
fptrjking,  it  iceFTijf  to  fx  Chriir$  genealogy  cord.  He  that  would  &c  other  rcprcfenta- 
by  her  :  For  as  Jofipb's  natural  father  was  rions  of  thefe  thing*,  may  confuli  Cretins, 
J»tsbt  {AUL  L  1$  )  he  was  only  the  fou*  JJghtfi^  and  tyhlify 


Jvr  of  Stntcon, 

which  was  the  fin 
«f  Juda,  mhiclt 

waj  ^  of  Jo*- 
fcph,  which  was 
tfr  pa  ot  jonsn, 
which  the  fin 

Of  EUiifcrm, 

31  Which  was 
of,  Mtka> 
which  was  the  fin 
of  Mcnan,  which 
was  the  fin  of 
MjUalha,  which 
was  pH  of  Na¬ 
than,  which  was 
the  fin  of  DaTidt 

3i  Which  was 
ihe  fan  of  Jcfle, 
which  was  the  fa* 
d  Obed,  which 
was  tht  fan  of 
Booz,  which  was 
the  fan  of  Salmon* 
which  was  the  fan 
of  Naaflbrij 

33  Which  w 
the  fin  of  Ajulju- 
3*b,  whith  was 
the  fin  of  Aram, 
which  was  the  fan 
of  fcrvom,  which 
was  the  fatt  of 
Pharos ,  which 
was  ike  fan  of  Ju- 
da, 

3  $  Which  vas 

the  fan  of  Jacob, 
which  was  the  fan 
of  if-iac,  which 
was  the  fan  of  A- 
braham ,  which 
was  /ir  of 

Thar  a,  which  was 
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Jofrph,  Jofrph  from  Jonan,  Jonaji  from  E  Hakim, 


31  E Hakim  from  Melt  a,  Mclea.  from  Menan ,  Menan 
from  M&ttatha,  Mattatha  from  Nathan,  Nathan  from 
David, 


32  David  from  Jeffe,  Jeffe  from  Obed,  Obed  from 
Boot ,  Boas  from  Salmon,  Salmon  from  Naaffen, 


33  Naaffon  from  A. minaiab ,  Aminadab  from  Aram, 
Aram  from  Efrem,  Efrem  from  Pbares,  Pbaret  from 
Juda, 


34  Jtida  from  Jacob,  Jacob  from  IJaac,  Ifaac  from 
Abraham,  Abrafoufl  from  Thara,  Thara  from  Nachor, 


tic  fan  of  .Nacber, 
Which  was 
the  fan  or  Sanjch* 
which  was  the  fan 
of  Rarau,  which 
was  the  fan  of 
Pita  lee  ,  which 
Wis  the  fan  of  He* 
ber,  which  m 
tcefam  oh  Sihj 
3<5  Whkh  waff 
fax  fan  of  Caiiuu, 


35  Nachor  from  Sarttck,  Saruch  from  Xagau,  Regan 
from  Chalet,  Pbaltc  from  Heber,-  Jitber  from  Sola, 


3d  Safa  from  Catnan  f>  Cainan  from  Arpkaxed,  Ar * 

phaxad 

K  O  T  E. 


f  This  Cowan  i*  foniil  onh  In  the  fcptu-i- 
gjnt ;  and  ow  evangdhi  writin"  moil  imme¬ 
diately  foe  the  nft  of  the  HetenifUc  Jews,  who 
chiefly  ufcd  that  tnhAaiiori,  might  in  fen  C?ii“ 
hah,  as  he  met  with  it  there*  or  \a  fomc  other 
public  records  then  in  being.  Bor  all  the  o- 

fttar  squictv  from  Almbnm  back  to  Ada//\y 


are  found  alfo  in  the  Hfirewof  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  in  the  like  order  as  Lithe  has  placed 
them  ;  ami  all  ibe  names  from  David  back 
to  Abraham  are  the  very  fame  as  are  mention¬ 
ed  in  Matthew's,  genealogy.  See  the  fttie* 
on  Ahf.  i,  But  the  learned  Eschars  fiippotcs 
that  fouic  tramci  :ba  might  infert  Ccunas  here' 

kj 


Ch.  iit . 

which  «« tbcfin 
of  Arphaxad  , 
which  the  fin 

of  5cm ,  wluch 
wtf  tbtfinnf  Noe, 
which  was  tbt  fin 
or  .Lantech, 

3  7  Which  was 
the  fin  of  Maihu- 
6li,  vhidi  was 
ihc  fin  of  Enoch, 

which  was  t&*  fin 
of  Jared*  which 
vtsthffinof  Ma¬ 
ided,  which  was 
the fin  of  CaJOio, 
jft  Which  vu 
the  ft*  of  finos, 

which  vis  the  fin 
of  Seth ,  which 
vu  A*  /<?«  of  A- 
damT  which  was 
A >i  of  God. 
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pbaxad  from  im,  from  A*br,  Noe  from  Lantech* 


37  Lanurfifrom  Mathufala }  Mathufala  from  Enoch* 
Enoch  from  Jared*  Jared  from  Mate  Lei*  MateUet  from 
Cain  an* 


38  Cainan  from  Enos*  Enot  from  Seth,  and  Seth  wa* 
defended  from  Adam*  who  wasf  by  creation,  tbc  Son 
of  Cod* 


RECO  LLECTIONS, 

The  great  Shifoh*  who  according  to  ancient  predictions  was  to  beihe  feed,  of 
the  woman  after  the  flefti,  has  certainly  been  ufliered  into  the  world, <  under  a  di¬ 
vine  character,  by  his  forerunner  Jvhn  the  Bapttft ,  and  by  the  witnefs  from  he  a* 
ven  that  was  given  from  the  eternal  Father  and  hfs  Spirit*  in  a  miraculaus  manner* 
to  Chrift  as  the  Son  of  God  and  a  difHnd  Perfnn  in  the  Godhead.  How  inferior 
are  the  heft  of  men  to  him;  and  O  what  an  honour  is  it,  anti  how  fenfible  fliould 
we  be  of  our  otter  unworthinefs,  to  be  employed  even  in  the  inraneft  fer  rices  for 
him  l  How  fliould  every  heart  be  opened  to  receive  Him  ;  anti  how  affecting  is  the 
motive  to  repentance,  taken  fr*>m  the  grace  brought  in  by  the  gofpri  for  remif- 
lion  of  fins,  that  all  forts  offtnnen;,  even  Gentiles  themfelves,  may  fee  the  falva- 
rion  of  God  1  Where  this  grace  prevails,  it  rectifies  the  diforders,  and  levels  the 
mountains  of  oppofition,  that  He  in  firmer*  hearts  ;  who,  whatever  their  charac¬ 
ter  may  be,  have  need  to  flee  unto  jefws  for  an  efcane  from  the  wrath  to  coinr : 
And  where  there  is  repentance  unto  life,  it  uftialJy  Wgm$  with  the  (ins  that  we 
are  moft  addicted  to ;  and  is  difcovered  by  a  departure  from  them,  as  fruit  meet 
for  repentance*  Though  externa!  privilege*  and  divine  ordinances  arc  to  be  pri¬ 
zed  and  improved  according  to  the  circumftauceg  of  things ;  yet  they,  of  them- 
felves,  can  be  of  no  laving  advantage  to  us,  and  therefore  are  not  to  be  retted 
in  :  For  whatfoever  our  pretences  and  vain  confidences  may  he,  if  we  bring  not 
forth  good  fruit,  deftru&ioci  will  be  unavoidable :  And  white  many  think  welt 
of  themfeives ;  and,  depending  upon  outward  privileges,  mifcjirry,  to  their  eter¬ 
nal  perdition  ;  how  often  doth  the  almighty  power  of  God  raife  up  monuments  of 
his  fovereigtj  grace,  from  among  the  moft  unlikely  finners,  lo  hiscverlafting  praife! 
But^fag,  how  mixed  and  imperfect  is  the  ftate  of  the  church  in  l  his  world  J  How¬ 
ever,  a  clean  fing  and  fepareting  time  will  come,  to  the  joy  of  the  faint,  arid  \  he 
terror  of  the  hypocrite  and  finner  ;  and  a  man,  whofe  heart  is  carnal,  may  be  e* 
ridently  difeerned,  even  now,  by  ht&  flinching,  and  bring  enraged  at  frithful  re- 
proofs  for  beloved  fins  ;  though  fometimes,  lilac  fit  rod f  be  may  have  a  fecret  ve¬ 
neration  for  godly  imniftcre,  and  may  hear  them  gladly. 

NOTE 

fry  miftakr;  *nd  vindicates  the  fiorpd  canon,  even  on  that  fuppulitiuu.  Y'td*  pw  i# 

A  ii.  e.  xiin 


CHAP. 

■ 

ChrtjPs  temptation  and  fafling,  i> — 1 3. 


IV. 

His  entrance  on  bis  public 

mini/iry. 


Ts  %  T- 

An  d  jcfus 

bring  full 

of  the  Holy 

GL:*dl  t  returned 
from  Jordan*  and 
was  led  by  ibe 
Spirit  into  ihc 
wildcmcfi, 
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minifry,  14,  ij*  His  preaching  at  Nazareth,  where  the  people 
'WOfiiUr^  and  yet  generally  defpife  him  for  the  meannsfs  of  his  parent 
tagt)  16,-30*  At  Capernaum,  inhere  he  caft  out  a  devil,  and 
heaVs  Pcter^i  mother  An  law  and  many  Jick  peopley  31,^41*  And  his 
preaching  in  feyeral  other  place  s^  42,-44* 

Paraphrase, 

JEsus  being  folemnly  anointed  for  bia  mediatorial  of¬ 
fice,  at  his  baptifm,  by  an  umneafurable  effufion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  retired  in  the  lulncfc  of  the  Spirit, 
and  by  his  immediate  fuggeftion,  from  Jordan  to  a  very  f 
defer t  place  }  that,  like  a  fei  vant  devoted  to  bis  Father^ 
work,  be  might  give  htmfelf  to  failing  and  prayer,  as 
a  proper  preparation  for  it}  and  that,  like  a  champion, 
be  might  enter  the  field  of  battle,  and  might  fignally 
overcome  the  evil-one. 

j  r 

2  There  he  continued  for  forty  days  together,  pray¬ 
ing  to  his  heavenly  Father,  and  conflicting  with  and 
vanquifhing  various  temptations  which  the  devil  offered 
to  him :  And. all  that  time  he  was  miraculoufly  fuppnr? 
ted  without  eating  or  drinking  any  thing;  but  at  the 
clofe  of  thofe  days,  he,  being  truly  a  man,  was  hungry. 

3  Hereupon  Satan,  taking  the  advantage  of  his  faint¬ 
ing  circumftances  in  a  barren  wiidernefs,  faid  to  him. 
If  you  are  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  as  was  lately  declared 
at  Jordan^  I  challenge  you  to  prove  it  by  turning  this 
itone  which  1  prefent  to  you,  or  any  others  now  before 
yon,  into  bread,  that  you  may  not  fuffer  to  the  utmoft 
extremity,  and  even  perifh  with  hunger 

4  But  fince  complying  with  this  demand  would  have 
looked  as  if  our  Lord  were  impatient  of  hunger,  and 
diitruflfu]  of  his  Father’s  love  and  care;  or  as  if  he  would 
Yet  up  for  acting  feparately  from  him,  and  independently 
on  him  *,  be  replied,  ft  is  written,  with  relation  to  If~ 
rasPs  hunger  in  the  wiidernefs,  {Deut.  viii.  3.}  that  the 
life  of  man  is  not  fuftained  merely  by  natural  food,  but 
by  the  all -governing,  influential  Providence  of  God, 
which  commands  a  biding  upon  it,  and  can  preferve 
life,  either  by  providing  extraordinary  means,  or  by  its 
own  immediate  power,  when  ordinary  means  fail ;  and 
that  therefore  man  ought  to  trull  in  him  for  all  necriTary 
fupplies,  in  the  way  of  duty,  according  to  his  word. 

5  Satan  having  been  defeated  in  his  attempt  to  en- 
fnarc  our  Lord  by  the  lujt  of  the.  flefb^  tried  whether  bp 
could  not  prevail  upon  him  by  the  hfl  of  the  eye  ;  and 

there* 

N  0  *r  E. 

-j-  Spme  fnpiK>'e  that  tins  was  in  the  viUvntii  of  fnJcs  ;  ami  others  that  it  was  in  th: 
great  »!efth  of  Hor::\  or  i'a#,  where  Ijtiti  were  tried  for  forty  '  eats,  aad  Mofu  and  tJi * 
jii  fcn«l  forty  davr.  '  ■  ' 


\  Being  foflf 
day  5  tempted  of 
tile  devil-  And 
in  thole  dqys  tie 
did  cat  nothing : 
And  whtp  they 
uerc  ended,  he 
afterwards  hnn~ 
gered  < 

3  And  the  de¬ 
vil  Ujd  tuitp  him. 
If  thou  be  the  fen 
of  God ,  com¬ 
mand  this  [tone 
that  it  miy  be 
nude 


4.  And  Jcfus 
flniwered  ■  him  , 
laying.  It  is  writ¬ 
ten,  That  man 
ihaJI  not  live  Uy 
bread  alone,,  bot 
by  every  word  of 
God* 


j  Aod  the  d 


Ytl 
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FiJ  taking  him  up 

into  &d  high 
mounUiot  Ihew- 
cH  jjnto  him  -ill 

the  kingdoms  of 

the  world  in  a 
-moment  of  tinie. 


6  And  the  de¬ 
vil  ftid  un(a  fi:iDt 

All  this  power 
wHl  I  ghtc  thetf, 
and  the  glory  of 
them  ;  for  that  is 
delivered  unto 
me ;  and  to 
whomlbcvcr  I 

will,  I  give  at* 

7  Iftnou  there¬ 
fore  wilt  worlhip 
me,  all  fhall  be 
thine, 

H  And  Jefus 
tftfwBTrd  f  and 
iitid  unm  him. 
Get  thee  behind 
me,  Saua:  for  It 
U  written,  Thon 
LhaSt  worlhip  the 
J.ord  thy  God, 
ami  him  only 
fhalt  ebon  fme. 


9  And  he 
brought  him  ro 
Jervfileni  t  and 
Ji;t  him  on  a  pin¬ 
nacle  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  n id  fnid  un¬ 
to  him.  If  thou 
b*  the  Son  of 
tiod  ,  calf  thy- 
lelf  down  from 

hence* 
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therefore,  f  carrying  him  up  to  the  top  of  an  exceeding 
high  mountain,  be,  like  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
air,  inftantly  formed,  in  the  valleys  round  about)  a  re* 
prefentation  of  ali  the  grandeur  of  this  world,  u  in  a 
large  land  Ik  ip,  containing  an  appearance  of  Itates  and 
kingdoms*  courts  and  palaces,  and  the  like. 

6  And  together  with  this  representation  he  faid,  Be* 

bold  the  riches  and  delights,  the  honours  and  powers* 
that  are  found  among  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  1  Alt 
thefe  charming  pofTeflions  are  entirely  at  my  difpofal  $ 
for  they  are  committed  to  my  order  and  management, 
and  I  bellow  them  on  whomsoever  1  pleafe* 

7  If  therefore  you  will  but  for  oner  pay  religious  ho* 
mage  to  me  as  to  the  deputed  god  of  this  world,  I  will 
immediately  transfer  the  whole  of  niy  power  over  them* 
and  property  in  them,  to  you* 

8  But  Jefus  rejected  this  a  (Emit,  not  by  urging*  as 
he  jufUy  might,  that  Satan  was  a  liar,  and  an  infamous 
enemy  to  God,  and  therefore  unworthy  of  fuch  ho¬ 
mage;  but  by  faying  with  the  utmoft  indignation.  A- 
way  with  all  this  infolence,  I  cannot  futlW  your  thus 
invading  the  divine  prerogative  :  For  the  eternal  ami 
unchangeable  rule  of  worfhip,  to  the  excluiion  of  all 
mere  creatures,  is  eftnbliJhed  in  what  is  written*  {Deut* 
vh  13,  r4-  and  r*  20,)  which  plainly  carries  this  fenfe. 
Thou  Jbalt  ivorjbip  the  Lord  thy  God}  and  him  only  jbait 
thou  ferve+ 

9  As  Chrift  could  no  more  be  {educed  by  the  lull  of 
the  eye  than  of  the  fleih,  the  devil  accofted  him  with 
another  temptation  foiled  to  work  upon  the  pride  pf  life ; 
Accordingly  uur  Lord,  going  with  him  to  Jerufalem3 
permitted  his  fetting.  him,  in  a  very  frightful  and  dan¬ 
gerous  height,  upon  one  of  the  wings  or  turrets  of  the 
temple,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat,  iv*  5*};  ami  then  Saran, 
having  no  power  to  thru  ft  him  down  from  thence,  faid 
to  him,  If  you  are  indeed  the  Son  of  God,  yon  may  be 
fure  of  your  Father's  protc&iun,  cfpecially  at  this  facrecj 
place,  where  he  Is  more  remarkably  prefen t  than  any 
where  clfe  upon  earth,  and  where  angels  attend  to  do 
hi&  will ;  Throw  yourfelf  therefore  headlong  down  from 
hence ;  and  let  that  noble  exploit  prove  cither  your  own 

divine 


n  0 

f  Tli is  temptation  U  placed  after  that  rc- 
Lfrng  to  Chrift'j  catting  Him/elf  down  from 
the  pi  a  rack  of  the  temple,  in  Ma/,  ivt  And 

tbe  onier  in  u?hlch  Matthau  1m  placed  (hem 
J'wmi  to  be  (he  (rue  order  in  which  they  oc¬ 
curred  ;  For  he  plainly  methodized  ihtm  by 
frit  particles  tbwt  (rtr*  5* )  and  again,  (vtr. 
ZA  ;  and  adds  V  (be  coaclufitHi  of  tlie  temp- 


T  E, 

ration  about  Chiitt*s  calling  MmfLIf  down 
front  flic  piitrsclc  o(  the  temple,  that  jhett 

the  devil  left  hi  tv,  (ver,  11,5  hut  our  er-n*- 

gtlift  his  not  thus  dll  tingin' died  rju  m  ;  ha¬ 
ving  nvglcfled  the  order,  n$  vi  no  important 
to  the  hiflory;  or  pcihj-pi  inverttfl  it  for 
fmiie  particular  reafbn-s,  for  wfiich  ltt  Lrp^r 
jwt  oa  the  place. 


40 


in  For  it  is 
written,  He  fhtdf 
give  his  angels 
charge  over  thte 

tO  UuTil  tllOCi 

1 1  And  lit  their 
tai'iU  they  flail 
bear  thet  up,  Lit 
at  >i.y  time  thou 
dufh  ihy  foot  a- 
gaintfc  a  {lone, 
ia  And  Jefus 

aiifwmng  Aid 

unto  hint*  It  is 
jVid,  Thou  ftulc 
irof  tempt  the 
Lord  thy  God* 


the 


\l 
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divine  power,  or  the  care  of  your  pretended  Father  to 
prefer vc  you  from  hurt, 

IQ,  n.  For*  fince  you  appeal  to  the  feripture*  I  will 
appeal  to  it  like  wife  to  ,pro?e  that  this  is  a  reafobabie 
demand,  and  that*  if  your  pretentions  are  juft*  you  can 
run  no  rilk  by  complying  with  it  :  For  it  is  written  of 
the  Meffiah*  (Pf*L  xci*  1 1,  12.)  God Jballgive  his  a ngeh 
charge  over  thee7  to  keep  thee ;  and  in  their  hands  they 
Jbalt  bear  thee  up,  fejl  at  any  time  thou  dajb  thy  foot  a- 
gqinft  ajlone* 

12  But  Jefus  replied*  This  prefumptuous  proceeding 

would  be  going  out  of  the  way  of  duty,  and  fo  would 
be  none  of  my  ways,  in  which  protection  is  promifed, 
or  is  to  be  expedted ;  but  would  contradict  another  ferip* 
ttire,  where  i;  is  faid,  {Deut*  vi.  1 6*)  Thou  Jbalt  not 
Umpt  the  Lord  thy  God;  which  plainly  intimates  that 
dangerous  hazards  are- not  to  be  run,  nor  extraordinary 
methods  to  be  tried,  without  necdBty  ;  and  that  God 
has  not  promifed  miracles  for  the  prefervarion  of  any, 
when  it  may  be  had  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  providence* 
(See  the  note  on  Mat*  iv-  7,}  4 

13  In  this  maimer  Chrift  effe  flu  ally  refuted  all  the 
temptations  of  the  devil;  ^nd  when  Satan  had  tried  his 
utmoft,  and  found  tiimfelf  Qiamefolly  baffled  in  every 
attempt,  he  left  him  for  the  p refen t*  refolving  to  try 
afterwards  to  do  that  by  bis  inflrumcnts  and  by  violence, 
which  he  could  not  do  by  fraud  himfdf, 

14  Then  jdus  returned  like  a  viflorioua  champion 
into  Galilee^  under  tbc  powerful  anointing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft;  and  entered  upon  his  public  minifiry,  which 
loon  fpread  his  fame  thro’  all  the  country* 

1 J  Arid  the  feafon  oi  this  was,  bccaufc  he  preached 
in  the  fynagogucs,  wherever  He  came,  with  fuch  ma* 
jelly  and  authority,  and  confirmed  his  doflrine  hy  fuch 
great  and  merciful  miracles,  that  the  people  were  uni- 
YcrfcUy  J  truck  with  wonder  and  pleafure,  and  could  not 
but  think  and  fpcak  of  him  with  honour  and  applaiifc, 

16  After  he  had  been  fome  time  in  other  parts  of 
GatiUer  he  went  to  Nazareth  where  he  had  moflly  re* 

tided  in  the  days  of  his  minority;  and,  upon  coming 
hither,  he  retimed,  as  ufual,  to  the  fynagogue  on  the 
tabbaiH-day :  And  being  a  member  of  that  congrega¬ 
tion  f,  by  virtue  of  his  having  con  Itantly  joined  in  wor¬ 
ship 

T  E. 

congregations,  but  only  of  tins ;  And  the 
JtvnJb  writer*  tell  us,  that  none  but  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  fynagoguc  might  rad  there.  Bui 
his  gtcai  repnutiou  as  a  prophet,  and  the 

varietur 


Ar-d  *heu 

Til  hod  end- 
d  all  the  tempid- 
ttoa,  he  departed 
from  him  for  a 
iiulbn, 

14.  And  Jcfus 
returned  in  the 
power  of  tlic  fpi- 
t!t  into  Galilee: 
snd  there  *TenC 
out  a  fame  of  him 

though  all  the 

icnii/n  round  a- 
boUL 

i£  And  he 
lijjrht  tu.  their 
iVnago-uei  #  be  - 
frig  gloriired  of 

alt.  ■ 

i<t  And  he 

rame  to  N  aia- 
Tdh,  where  ‘  he 
had  been  bronchi 
up  :  and,  as  hi$ 
obtain  ' he 

went  into  the  fy- 

uagogue  an  the 
/jlibuit-dav,  and 

flood 

H  O 

t  We  do  not  Hod  that  Drift  ever  read 

the  feripture in  .i-iy  other  tynagu^uc  but  this 

i-.+Nazartfh  ;  the  reiton  of  vhtc’n  tieem*  to 

*  ■ 

hu,  bc*:ij*c  he  Vat  iiut  a  rucaiber  of  thole 


Ch.  iv, 

fktfd  up  ftK  Co 


it  Aod  there 
wj*  delivtnd  «u- 

to  him  rhe  bonk 
of  the  prophet 
Klaiu;  and  when 
be  had  opened 
the  book  , 
found  the  place 
where  it  was  writ¬ 
ten. 


1 8  The  fpirit 
of  the  Lordirnp* 

on  me,  became 
he  hath  anointed 
me  to  preach  the 
gofpd  to  the 
poor ;  he  bath 
lent  me  to  heal 
the  broken- Heart* 
fid*  to  preach  dfr 
Uvcrance  to  the 
c^tivn,  and  re¬ 
covering  of  fight 
to  the  blind,  to 
ftr  at  liberty  them 
that  are  broiled ; 

19  To  preach 

the  acceptable 
year  of  tire  Lord. 

10  And  he 
dofed  the  book, 
aud  he  gave  il 
^ain  to  the  mi- 
oilier ,  and  fat 
down ;  and  the 
eye)  of  ail  then) 
ilidt  in  the 
lynagoguc  were 
fattened  on  him. 

a  t  And  he  be- 

Sn  to  fay  unto 
cm,  This  day 
is  die  fdipltire 
fuifilLcd-in  your 
cars. 


The  Evangelift  Luke  farapbrafed.  4 1 

fliip  with  them  during  his  former  1  elide  nee  there,  he 
flood  up  to  read  fome  lection  of  the  holy  feripture,  as 
was  cuitomariiy  done  on  the  fabbath-dajrs,  {A8t  xiii* 

»4»  15*) 

17  And,  as  every  book  of  the  law,  and  of  the  greater 
prophets,  was  a  (ingle  toll  of  parchment  by  itl'clf ;  that 
which  f  the  miniltcr  of  the  congregation  put  into  his 
hands,  and  part  of  which  was  to  be  read  that  day,  was 
the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah .*  Then  Chriii,  unrobing  the 
parchment,  fixed  upon  a  pafiage  relating  to  himfelf, 
(dup.  Ixi.  1,  2.)  wich  in  lenie,  and  moifcjy  according 
to  the  feptuagint,  ran  thus  |j ; 

18,  19.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  it  upon  met  becaufe  be 
hat  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor,  he  hath 
fent  me  to  beat  the  broken- hearted,  to  preach  deliver  awe 
to  the  captives,  and  recovering  cf  fight  to  the  blind ,  to 
fet  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruifed 't  to  preach  the  accept¬ 
able  year  of  the  Lord, 

20  When  our  Lord  had  read  thefe  words,  he,  rolling 
up  the  volume  again,  returned  it  to  the  public  imniftcr 
from  whom  he  received  it;  and  then  §  fat  down  to 
preach :  And  as  the  fame  of  his  being  an  extraordinary 
prophet  had  by  this  time  reached  Nazareth ,  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  looked  intently  toward  him,  expelling  that  he  would 
explain  what  he  had  read,  and  earnelUy  wilhing  to  hear 
what  he  would  fay  on  fo  remarkable  a  text. 

21  Hereupon  he  began  bis  difcouiic,  in  which  he 
faid,  The  prophetic  words  I  have  been  reading  are  at 
this  very  time  fulfilled  in  myfelf,  and  in  what  ye  lhall 
now  hear  from  me.  1,  who  was  filled  with  the  Holy 
Gholl  at  my  baptifin,  am  come,  with  a  commiflion 
from  my  Father,  to  publilh  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation, 
and  effectually  evangelize  the  poor  of  this  world,  and 
the  poor  in  fpirit,  who  are  emptied  of  themfelves  ;  10 
fuccour,  heal,  and  fare  fouls  that  are  wounded  and  di- 
ftrefled  in  reflections  on  their  own  unworthinefs  and 
vilenefs,  guilt  and  danger 5  to  bring  redemption  to  thole 
that  were  in  bondage  under  the  law,  and  under  the 
power  of  fin  and  &atan  $  to  open  the  eyes  of  their  un- 
derftandings  that  w*re  fpi ritually  blind,  as  well  as  to 

reftore 


NOTES. 

vinous  i&  trade*  he  wrought  10  omfinn  it,  jj  Whether  this  was  thefrflion  which 
procured  him  admidjuu  to  preach  in  any  ly-  in  tourfe  to  be  read  that  day,  or  wlicthf? 
□rigugue  wherever  he  went.  our  Lord  purpofety  turned  to  U  for  the  iub- 

J  The  m’mtlVer  of  the  fynagoguc,  fays  jeft  of  hi>  ifcfigucd  dijcfluric,  is  unceftaii** 
Dr  Ligbtfitiy  was  called  the  angel  of  the  jj  The  doctors  uied  u>  Hand  i:p 

church,  the  bilbop  or  overteer,  who  prayed  when  they  read  the  feripturcii  and  to  he 
publicly,  took  care  of  jhc  reading  of  the  law,  down  when  thy  taught  the  people ;  aixoni- 
^nd  fraieiiine?  preached,  &c*  See  /Wr*  and  iiigly  our  Lord  read  Handing,  and  prudej 

Kxcrrit*  o a  Mai*  iv.  a}. 
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reftore  fight  to  them  that  were  corporally  blind ;  and  to 
fet  the  opprdTed  free  from  all  their  legal  yokes,  and' 
their  bondage  of  fpirit,  by  which  they  were  brought 
into  as  miferable  a  condition  as  perfons  f  that  are  galled 
and  bruifed  with  fetters  and  chains :  In  a  word,  [  am 
fern  to  proclaim  a  moil  joyful  dnd  glorious  jubile  %  by 
the  gofpel  of  fal ration,  that  firmer?  may  have  free  re¬ 
in  iflion  of  all  their  penal  obligations  to  divine  jullice  in 
the  fo’rgiveucfs  of  their  fins,  may  be  delivered  from  all 
their  mifcrics,  and  may  be  reftored  to  the  divine  favour 
and  to  the  forfeited  inheritance  of  eternal  life. 


si  AndaH  bait 
him  minds,  and 
worxkrcrl  a  the 

words 
which  proceeded 
CHitof  Ids  mouth. 
And  i hey  laid,  ?5 
roc  this  Jofleph’s 
fort  f 


13  And  he  laid 
ujuo  them,  Yc 
will  furely  lay ♦ 
unto  me  this  pro¬ 
verb,  Phyfieian, 
heal  thy  I  elf  : 

uhatfoever  we 
have  heard  done 

in  Openrtum  , 
do  alfo  here  in 
thy  country. 


21  And  the  words  which  he  fpoke  upon  this  occafion 
were  fo  full  of  majefty  and  grace*  that  all  the  people  in 
the  fynagogue  were  ftruck  with  wonder  and  a ftoni fo¬ 
ment  to  hear  one  who  bad  not  been  educated  in  the 
fchools  of  the  prophets  talk  at  this  uncommon  rate: 
And  yet  the  generality  of  them  cavilled  at  him*  faying* 
by  way  of  contempt  and  reproach.  Is  not  this  the  Ton  of 
Jofoph*  the  poor  carpenter,  who  was  brought  up ‘with 
him  ?  (See  the  note  on  chap,  ii*  15.) 

23  Jcfus  therefore,  knowing  their  prejudices  againfl 
him,  faid  to  them.  Though  your  own  conferences  tell 
you,  that  my  doQrine  fpeakd  furpriftngly  good  and  ex¬ 
cellent  things  $  yet  your  unbelieving  hearts  are  objec¬ 
ting,  and  turning  an  old  proverb  again (l  me*  faying* 
**  Pbvficiany  heal  thytfcff :  As  it  is  reported  that  you  have 
done  wonderful  works  in  other  places,  and  particularly 
at  Captrnaum  we  infill  upon  it,  that,  if  you  are  able, 
you  heal  our  lick,  our  lame,  and  our  blind,  here  at 


14  Anil  he 

fud.  Verily  I  fiy 
unro  ymi  ,  No 
prophet  is  ac  - 
ccptcd  his  v*u 
country. 


home,  among  your  own  kindred  and  acquaintance  ; 
■otberwife  we  will  not  regard  you.” 

24  But  I  aflu redly  tell  you,  that,  were  I  to  work 
ever  fo  great  or  many  miracles  among  you,  ye  would 
not  believe  v  For  your  objedion  again  ft  me,  on  account 
of  my  being  the  Ion  of  Jofepb^  verifies  another  old  ob¬ 
servation,  That  a  teacher  lent  from  God  is  not  ordinarily 
fo  well  thought  of  or  received  among  bis  own  neigh¬ 
bours,  as  among  ftrangers :  The  meanneis  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  and  the  low  circumftances  in  which  he  all  along 


lived  among  them,  bring  his  office  into  contempt;  and 

it 


k  °  T  e  sl 

f  Here  it  4  beautiful  gradation,  m  alhifion  hid  mortgaged  their  (faces,  who,  at  the  rc- 
to  the  nuierablc  dire  of  fueh  captives  a*  turn  of  the  fiftieth  year*  were  ice  fr«i  li- 
were  not  only  tail  into  prifoit,  but,  like  Zt~  J  berry  being  then  proclaimed  through  all  die 
had  their  eyes  put  out,  and  were  land  of  Ifradt  Lem-  view  8,-17. 

bound  with  chains  and  loaded  with  irons,  §  This  intimates,  that  Chrtft  had  been 

(l  Kints  **v,  7.)  for  tome  time  preaching  and  working  roira- 

1  This  has  a  manifcft  reference  to  the  cies  in  ocher  places,  before  he  came  to  No- 

greit  year  of  jukHc,  which  was  a  joyful  year  zartib* 

40  (ervauts  and  l  ddttof  s,  usd  to  thepi  that  t  A« 


Ch.  iv. 


ij  But  1  tell 
you  of  a  truth. 

Many  vMon 

were  in  TfhtcJ  in 

tin;  Hays  of  Klust 

when  tw  h^ivcii 

■ 

was  that  up  thite 

years  'utd'  fix 
months ,  when 
pt4r  famine  wa* 
ihMiighoiUalltlit 
land ; 

id  But  unto 
cone  of  them  wu 
Elias  fait,  lave 

unto  fijrtpis,  j 

;  of  Sidon,  un- 
to  a  woman  that 
was  a  wido*T 
17  And  many 
lepers  were  in  If* 
r,td  in  the  time 
of  Elifois  the 
prop  bet  ;  and 

none  of  themes 
ckinlcd  ,  laving 
Nasman  the  Sy¬ 
rian  * 
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it  becomes  a  mutter  of  envy,  that  he  who  in  private  Hie 
ltood  uu  the  level  with  or  was  below  themfdvcs,  flimihl 
wear  the  tuperior  cbaracicr  of  a  prophet  to  them.  l\  is 
therefore  much  litter  lor  me  to  perform  my  miracles  in 
other  places*  thin  among  a  people  whole  prejudiced 
will  uut  give  way  to  conviction. 

25,  26.  Betides,  God  ofes  u  holy  foverctgnty  in  the 
ditp  dilations  of  his  favour,  not  as  man  judges  to  be 
\nolt  likely*  but  as  ieems  good  in  his  light;  Thus  in 
the  days  at  Elijah  the  prophet*  there  was  a  great  drought 
lor  three  years  and  a  half  together  f,  widen  occalioncd 
a  diitreflmg  famine  upon  the  earth ;  ami  though  ar  that 
time  there  were  many  nccelikous  widows  in  the  king¬ 
dom  ot  JJr&ttf  and  even  at  Jem/alem  itlcif*  yet  it  is  cei  tata 
matter  oi  fact,  that  Elijah  was  lent  foi  the  relief  of  uone 
of  them*  but  only  ot  a  poor  widow,  whuJivetiat^d/vytffl* 
a  Gentile  town  which  lay  within  the  borders  of 

2j  ihere  were  Jikewife  many  leprous  perfons  in  the 
land  ot  Judea*  in  the  days  of  Elijba*  (vhofe  name*  in 
the  Greek*  is  Elifeus  ,•)  and  yet  none  of  them  were  cured 
by  means  of  that  piupbct:  But  («  jtu)  ftaaman  the  $y~ 
rian  was  healed,  (i  Kings  v,  8, — 14.)  though  he  was  fo 
far  from  being  an  Ijrackte f  that  he  was  of  a  nation 
which  were  not  only  itrangers*  but  enemies  to  Ijratl 
and  to  their  God.  If  therefore  1  chufe  to  difplay  my 
glory  autl  ihew  mercy  among  IfradiUs  in  difkant  parts* 
rather  than  among  my  own  townfmen,  neighbours,  and 
acquaintance;  yea,  were  1  to  do  this  even  among  the 
Gentiles  themfeives*  rather  than  among  the  Jews ;  there 
is  no  more  rcafou  to  cavil  at  me  for  it*  than  there  was 
of  old  at  Elijah  and  Efijbu *  and  the  difpaifauon  of  pro¬ 
vidence  by  them*  for  relieving  necdlhous  and  difesfed 

GcntiU\t% 


NOTES* 


|  An  atfftiint  of  this  famine  we  have  at 
large,  t  Kings  tvii.  &  JtviiL;  andtbeupo- 
l\U  jams  refers  to  it,  chap*  v*  t*.  Hurt 
ju  1  xviii.  1.  it  U  faid,  that  the  wird 
*f  tLe^f&rd  w?K£  to  Elijah  w  ih  third  ycart 
Jjiufy  Go  firm  ihfttf  to  Ahah>  and  1  mitt 
ft  nd  mix  ftp  On  fhf  e^rfb  :  And  yet  Chrift  lays, 
jbe  heaven  was  jdul  ftp  three  years  and  fix 
rtitnfhi  ;  and  the  apoftle  James*  that  it  rain¬ 
ed  not  *>*\  it*  earth  bj  the  oj  three  years 
vnd  fx  mmlhs.  To  reconcile  this,  we  are 
to  o bier vc,  that  the  third  year*  in  which 
God  fpofce  to  Elijah  about  lending  raid,  U 
to  be  ret-koned,  not  from  the  beginning  of 
the  drooght,  bur  from  the  time  when  Elijah 
began  to  lbjonrn  with  the  widow  of  *Y arepta/ 
and  that  a  year  of  drought  had  preceded, 
vhiltt  he  dwelt  at  the  brook  Ch&Hh*  and 
vs*  fed  by  the  ravens  there;  and  after  a 

witfr,  or  at  the  end  of  Jajst  (p  t*  rpoj 

■«  ► 


uliL'h,  ID  that  bnpiS(jft  often  fianifas  tli^ 
end  of  a  year,  th  h'vh  dried  up*  hvcanje  there 
bad  been  we  rnix  in  the  land?  i  Kings  xvii*  i, 
—7*  So  thar,  putting  tin:  time  ilJ  togi'tlier, 
it  wa s  iu  the  fourrli  yeor,  from  the  hu^i Sl¬ 
uing  of  the  droughty  iliut  GmI  f|ukt  lo  Eli¬ 
jah  of  lending  rain ;  and  this  li  determined 
by  Chrift,  and  the  apollle  Joshes*  to  U: 
thrrr  years,  and  a  half  or  Ih  muiiilij, 

|  bn&it  was  a  (j entile  city,  MU  +>i  ibt  Ixrt- 
ders  of  the  Liul  uf  JjraeL  God  Intt  Efy-f 
thither,  who,  in  the  Greet?  is  called 
and  lb  made  him  a  prophet  of  rhe 
the  firrt  that  ever  uunt  am;»Mu  [turn  ;  Atvt 

4> 

when  oar  -Lord  nimJelf  went  amon^  if.; 
Gentikit  it  into  the  enalt  of  Ttn  an ! 

j 

Sidofjy  Mat^  xv*  iu  to  Ihew  merer  to  a  |wr 

woman,  as  Elijah  had  dotre  before  to  a  p™*r 
Hidow,  herein  giving  a  fperimen  ot  d*e 
n^ercy  dc^-gned  fwr  tbe  Gentiles* 


44 
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Gentiles,  rather  than  f/raelites  that  were  in  like  mtferable 
circum  dances. 

*a  AnK  alt  28  As  loon  as  our  Lord  had  (aid  thefe  things  in  the 
the)-  w  the  fy-  fyn»£ojiue,  and  thereby  (uggefled  as  if  the  people  of  that 

tiicr  ht-irrl  tilde  town  were  unworthy  of  his  favour,  ana  the  Gentiles 
nun#,  war  till-  themfclves  (houid  be  made  partakers  of  it ;  they  who, 
«d  with  wwdt,  but  juj^  before,  bore  him  witne/s,  and  -wondered  at  bis 

gracious  words,  (vcr.  22.)  were  generally  filled  with  the 
utmoft  indignation  and  rage  againtt  him: 

*9  And  rale  29  And,  in  the  beat  of  their  fury,  they  tumtiltuoafly 
op,  and  thrott  broke  up  the  alterably  all  at  once ;  and  thruft  him,  not 

dt"1  »i!d  led  him  011  If  out  °f  the  fynagogue,  but  of  Nazareth  i tfelf ;  and, 
unra  the  hro*  of  hurrying  bint  away  to  the  brew  of  the  hill  on  which  the 

the  hill,  (where-  town  Hood,  they  attempted  to  difpatch  him,  by  throw- 

huiif ')  tltaM*8*  anS  him  down  the  precipice,  tho’  he  had  lived  fo  many 
Blight  c»ft  him  years  unblameably  among  them. 

down  headlong.  30  Bui,  as  his  time  for  dying  was  not  yet  come,  and 

this  was  not  that  fort  of  death  which  he  was  to  fader, 
,‘nijlt  of  them,  he  miraculoufly  fprang  away  from  them  before  they  were 
ivcot  his  way,  aware,  leaving  them  to  the  dreadful  confluences  of 

their  outrage  againft  him. 

3r  And  '  31  And  he  removed  from  thence  to  dwell  at  Caper - 

down  to  Ctper-  naum,  another  town  in  G alike ;  and  preached  in  their 

Gd”*!**  *itTami  fynag°Pac  on  the  fabbath-iays. 

taught  them  on  32  And  his  do&rine,  together  with  his  gracious  and 

the  fjhhuh-days.  authoritative  manneT  of  delivering  and  confirming  it, 

were  srto'nifhcd  »t  was  ftriking,  that  the  people  could  not  hut  (land  ama- 
Kk  iiitflrint fur  zed  at  it ;  for  it  wa6  attended  with  divine  and  powerful 
Jm  word  wa*  with  £  v  j  denCC* 


povv^r. 

33  And  to  the 

there 

uas  a  man  which 
bad  a  uf  un 

unclean  dtvh  ; 
andcricrii'Ut  with 
1  loud  voice, 

34  Saying,  Let 
US  away  :  what 
have  vc  to  do 
with  thee*  thou 
Jcfus  of  Nazi  - 
teth  ?  art  thoCt 
come  to  deftroy 
pf  ?  I  hoc"*  thee 

yhn  it  ion  art ;  the 

iioly 


33,  34-  And  among  other  wonderful  works  which 
he  wrought  to  confirm  it  there,  the  following  inftancc 
was  very  remarkable*  One  fabbath-day,  whilft  he  was 
preaching  in  the  fynagogue,  there  was  a  certain  man 
poflefled  of  the  devil,  that  wicked  fptrii,  who  was  fo 
full  of  enmity  to  Chrift,  fo  afraid  of  his  power,  and  fo 
enraged  againft  his  gofpel,  that  be  fpoke  in  or  by  the 
man,  crying  out  with  great  vehemence,  and  with  an 
audible  voice,  in  the  name  of  himfelf  and  his  alTociates, 
O  thou  Jefus  of  Nazareth^  pray  give  us  no  difturbance ; 
thy  proper  bufinefs  lies  with  men,  and  not  with  us  who 
defire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee;  furely  the  time 
is  not  yet  come  for  thee  to  deftroy  our  dominion,  or  to 
torment  us:  Alas!  I  dread  contending  with  thee;  for 
1  know  that  thou  art  the  Son  uf  God  f»  holy  in  thy  na¬ 
ture 


NOTE, 

t  Thu  caDfdTIon  of  Chrift  vu  eitorted  from  the  devil  by  the  term  he  w«  in,  or 
die  he  made  h  Vub  a  drign  of  paying  foch  a  public  compliment  to  Chrift  u  might  ren- 
hi*  tUra^Ur  fulpc^ed  among  ic  jiruj;  a  ad  it  is  prob»ble  that  the  took  oc* 


Ch.  iv. 


45 


31  And  JeTo* 

rebuked  him  t 
frying.  Hold  thy 
and  come 
uuf  of  him.  And 
when  (he  devil 
hid  thrown  him 
hi  the  midft*  he 
nme  out  of  him, 
And  hart  him  not* 


%6  And  they 
were  ail  unx&cd, 
and  fpike  among 
thanfclvti,  lay  - 
in*  What  a  word 
it  thu!  for  with 
authority  and 
power  he  com* 
xnandcdi  the  un¬ 
clean  ipiriti*  and 
they  come  out. 

37  And  the 
lame  of  hun  went 
out  into  every¬ 
place  of  the  coun¬ 
try  round  about. 

And  he  a* 
role  tHit  uf  the  fy* 
tiagoguc*  and  tn+ 
tem  into  Simon's 
liuufc :  and  Si- 
mao*?  wife's  mo* 
tlwr  was  taken 
with  a  great  fe¬ 
ver;  and  they  bc- 
fotigbt  him  lot 

ha* 

39  And  he 
flood  over  her, 
and  fghnN  the 

fever ;  ^nd  k  kit 

her.  A&dimmc* 
diardy  Iht  arofe 
and  jnioiftcrtd 
unto  them. 


40  Now  wlien 

the 


Tbe  Evangelijl  Luxe  parapbretfed. 

turc  and  defign. 

35  But  Jefus,  refuting  to  receive  teftimony  from  the 

devil,  fcv’crely  checked  him  $  and,  with  foveieign  and 

awful  authority,  commanded  him  to  be  Client,  and  to 
quit  pofleflion  of'  the  man.  Hereupon  Satan  was  in- 
ftantly  forced  to  retire :  And  tho%  to  fhew  his  rage  and 
reluctance  at  parting,  he  threw  the  poor  creature  into 
violent  convullions  before  all  the  company,  and  left  him 
like  odc  dead  }  yet  he  immediately  recovered,  by  which 
it  appeared  that  be  had  received  no  manner  of  hurt. 

36  And  the  people  feeing  that  Chrift  wrought  fo 
great  and  undeniable  a  miracle,  in  fuch  a  godlike  man¬ 
ner,  were  extremely  fur prifed  at  it,  faying  within  thero- 
fclvee,  and  one  to  another,  What  an  aftonifhing  word 
is  this !  Who  ever  (aw  or  heard  any  thing  like  it  ?  For 
he  oniy  fpeaks,  and  it  is  done  *,  fuch  power  and  autho¬ 
rity  go  forth  with  his  word,  that  even  the  infernal 
wicked  fpirhs  are  (breed  to  fuhmit  to  his  abfolute  com¬ 
mand,  and  to  do  as  he  orders  them. 

37  And  the  report  of  this  amazing  cure  was  foon 
fpread  abroad,  and  gave  him  a  raft  reputation,  far  and 
wide ;  fo  that  the  whole  country  rung  with  bis  praifes. 

38  How  as  loon  as  Jefus  had  publicly  wrought  this 
miracle  in  the  fynagogue,  he  retired  from  thence  to 
Simon  Piter* s  boufe,  whole  habitation  was  in  this  town}, 
f  and  his  wifc*s  mother  being  at  that  time  dangproufly 
tick  of  a  fever,  her  friends,  encouraged  by  what  he  had 
juft  before  done  in  tbe  fynagogue,  acquainted  him  with 
net  threatening  cafe,  and  earneltly  intreated  him  to 
(hew  his  power  and  goodnefs  in  healing  her. 

39  They  no  looner  a  iked,  hnt  received.  Jefus,  in 
the  greatnefs  of  his  companion,  went  into  the  room 
’where  (he  lay ;  and,  as  be  flood  looking  upon  her,  In', 
like  the  (bvereign  Lord  of  all,  without  any  ceremony, 
or  application  to  his  Father,  commanded  the  fever  to 

depart  from  her,  and  took  it  o(F  to  the  perfeft  recovery 
of  her  health  and  ftrength  all  at  once:  And,  as  an  evi-, 
dence  of  this,  (lie  prdently  got  out  of  bed,  went  about 
the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  and  did  what  was  requifice  for 
die  entertainment  of  our  blcffed  Lord  and  the  company. 

40  Then,  as  (bon  as  the  fun  was  fet,  at  which  time 
tbe  fabbath  was  over,  all  the  people  thereabouts,  who 
had  any  tick  relations  or  friends,  brought  them  to  Jefus, 
that  he  might  heal  them,  whatfoever  their  difeafes  were* 

thb 
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eifam,  from  the  devils  owning  him,  tv  re-  thra  of  the  eelihicy  of  the  fleijj ■  For  the 

lisoach  him  M  if  hr  rtjf  *>:  ieviu  ty  Beetle-  ajioltlc  Prttr  hirrkll  had  a  wife,  whole  OSO- 
bnl>  tie  ftittc  tf  devils,  M»,  *:i.  1*.  ll>cr  lay  lick  at  hi*  iioulc;  and  ti.re  it  one 

+  This  evidently  confute!  (he  P*pp  no-  that  our  Loid  probehly  dwelt. 


a6 
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Ch.  iv» 


cU  fun  was  fcr- 
ling,  *Jl  thryih.it 

hud  any  fk'k  wi  h 
divers  cuf talcs  , 
biotL^hMltein  un¬ 
to  h'.iti ;  mul  he 
h:d  t:is  Ini  vis  on 

rvci  f  one  of 
them,  and  beakd 

tht::n » 

4]  And  devils 
alft*  came  out  of 
ir.aiy  *  cirying 
ou\  andtiay;ng, 
Tlimi  art  Omit 
the  Son  of  God* 
Ami  he  rebuking 

them  ,  fullered 

them  not  ru 
4\>cjk?  for  they 
knew  that  he  Wi* 
ChrilL 

41  And  when 
it  was  d-y  *  he 
dt  parted  and 
v  ent  into  a  dtlart 
pUoe :  and  the 
people  fought 
him,  and  came 
unto  him,  uni 
flayed  him  that 
he  Ehould  not  do* 
part  from  them, 

43  And  belaid 
unto  them  t  J 
■nun  prtach  the 
kiu^dorn  of  God 
to  o:hcr  cities  aU 
fo :  for  therefore 
I  Lent. 


44  And 

prerched  in 
Analogues 

(ialikt 


he 

the 

ut 


the  Pbarifies  having  fuggefted,  that  it  was  unlawful  for 
them  to  carry  their  tick  to  him*  or  indeed  for  him  to 
heal  them,  on  the  fabbath-day  :  And  lb  great  were  bis 
power  and  mercy,  that,  as  faft  as  they  came,  he,  by  a 
bare  touch,  without  the  ufe  of  any  means,  inftamly  heal¬ 
ed  them  all,  of  what  kind  or  degree  foever  their  belt- 
lidTes  were  5  not  one  of  them  went  away  without  a  cure- 

41  There  were  likewife  many  brought  to  him,  out 
of  whom,  in  the  fame  fovercign  way*  he  call  out  evil 
fpirirs  barely  by  his  word  of  command ;  and,  upon  their 
taking  leave  of  the  poffeffed  perfons,  they  made  hideous 
outcries,  faying.  Ah,  we  lind  that  thou  art  the  Mefliah, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God :  But,  as  their  teftaiuony  was 
of  no  advantage  to  him,  he  commanded  them  to  be  filent, 
and  would  not  fuffer  them  to  publilh  who  he  was  *  for 
they  indeed  ceminly  knew  him  to  be  the  true  Mefliah* 

42  And  the  next  morning  +,  before  day-light  ap¬ 
peared,  he  arofe,  and  retired  to  afolitaryplace,  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity  for  fecret  prayer,  ( Mark  u 
35O  but  as  foon  as  the  people  miffed  him,  they  care¬ 
fully  fcarchcd  after  him  till  they  found  him ;  and,  when 
they  came  to  him,  they  were  very  urgent  in  their  in¬ 
trudes,  that  he  would  pleafe  to  honour  and  bids  them 
with  a  conftant  abode  in  their  city  and  neighbourhood. 

43  But  (is)  he  told  them,  that,  whatfoever  might  he 
their  ends  in  this  requeft,  he  could  not  grant  it,  con¬ 
fidently  with  his  great  defign  of  preaching  the  gofpelof 
the  kingdom  in  one  place  as  'well  as  another,  faying. 
My  mmiftry  is  not  to  be  confined  to  Capernaum »  hut  I 
muft  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  to  other  cities 
as  well  as  yours;  for  fo  the  com  million  runs  which  I 
have  received  of  my  Father- 

44  Accordingly,  taking  his  leave  of  them  for  the  pro- 
fent,  he  travelled  about  from  town  to  town,  thro*  all 
Calilee^  pleaching  in  their  fynagogues  wherever  he  came, 
and  confirming  his  excellent  doit  fine  by  his  beneficent 
and  wonderful  works.  ( Mark  i.  39J 


RFC  OLLECTIONS. 

How  often  do  the  greateft  temptations  fucceed  the  higheft  tdlimouies  of  God's 
love  l  As  Toon  as  our  bldftd  Lord  htmfdf  had  been  owned  from  heaven  as  the 
Sou  of  God,  and  filled  with  his  Spirit*  he  was  tempted,  like  as  we  are,  yet  with¬ 
out  fin ;  but  came  off  with  triumph,  that  he  might  be  able  to  fuccour  them  that 
are  tempted.  When  Satan,  taking  the  advantage  of  ueceJfttous  and  dangerous 

cir- 


N  O 

t  Tri  Marl t  i.  jj-  it  is  fidd,  lhai  i*  the 
rifiugup  u  yreiit  tt *bite  Jffire  d.;yt  be 
w/,  R nt  he  might  rift  hrforc,  and  vet 
rni  go  our  till  it  w*4  dtv  t  ur,  a *  Dr 
Ji3l  rcconctks  theft  occtmnts,  Thoagh  the 
O-UUt.tl  lU)  oT  Lilt  Jrvri  %Cga n  from  Xuu  ft;* 


T  E. 

ting;  yet  they  alfo  made  the  midnight  a  dt- 
liimTUve  pcrmdT  to  part  between  day  and 
day;  lo  that  they  reckoned  up  till  midnight 
for  the  day  that  was  pall,  and  reckoned 
down  from  midnight  for  the  rooming  of 
the  folio  wing  day. 
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circumftsmctt,  put  him  upon  firft  diftruftiag,  and  then  prefumfrig  uptm,  the  pro* 
vide  nee  and  promifts  of  God ;  and  when  he  gnew  fo  iufolent  as  ro  ^fier  him  the 
pufleflum  and  the  government  of  the  world,  upon  condition  of  Ida  pa>iny  rdlgiuua 
worfliip  to  him  as  God’s  delegate,  which  is  due  to  none  but  God  himftlf ;  Chrift 
defeated  all  his  afTaults  by  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  thereby  letting  us  an  t  sam¬ 
ple,  and  (hewing  us  the  way  to  relift  and  overcome  eve  17  temptation  through  him 
that  loved  us.— O  what-  dreadful  work  has  fid  made !  It  has  turned  once  good 
and  holy  angels  into  malicious  and  unclean  (pint#  ;  has  perverted  human  nature, 
and  fabje&ed  it  to  the  devil's  cruel  tyranny  ;  has  introduced  all  the  difrafes  and 
miferies  that  affli £t  mankind  ;  2nd  has  brought  our  dear  and  bteflld  ftm-iour  into 
all  the  humbling  and  iii&ring  dncurattanctrs  that  he  endured  in  our  w*  rid.  But 
what  a  gracious,  firilable,  and  almighty  Saviour  have  we  !  He  is  the  fove reign  Lord 
of  life  and  deatb,  of  devils  and  men ;  and  by  virtue  of  the  office  to  which  his  Fa* 
ther  has  anointed  him,  he  is  the  deliverer  of  miferabie  captives, and  the  great  phy- 
Acini  of  foul  and  body,  who  can  eafity  heal  the  di tampers  of  both,  by  his  word, 
and  the  divine  energy  that  attends  it :  And  he  exerts  his  power  and  grace  on  the 
moft  unlikely,  and  the  moll  unworthy,  as  Teems  good  in  his  fight.  How  excel* 
Unt  is  bis  do  A  Hue !  how  laborious  and  diligent  was  he  in  preaching  it,  dpec;;d«* 
ly  on  the  fabbath-days  E  and  how  glorioufiy  did  he  confirm  it,  without  the  leaft 
room  for  fufpkion  of  fraud!  but,  alas,  bow  few  are  frying] y  wrought  upon  and 
converted  by  it  E  And  how  many  are  there  that  get  no  further  than  the  very  dv* 

vils  theroWves  in  their  faith  concerning  him  as  the  bon  of  God  and  the  true  Mcf* 
fiah;  or  than  the  people  that  heard  his  preaching  and  Taw  his  mi  me  lea  with  at¬ 
tention  and  wonder,  and  bore  witnefs  to  his  gracious  words,  and  yet  immediate* 
ly  were  filled  with  prejudices  and  envy,  turned  head  again  ft  him,  and  fought  to 
defiroy  him  1  But  no  defigns  a  gain  A  his  life  could  profper,  till  he  had  fulfilled  his 
mrmftry  and  the  time  was  come  fur  him  to  relign  it. 


CHAP.  V. 


Chrift  preached  out  of  Peter\f  Jhip^  l> — 3*  His  intimation  of  the  fuccefs 
of  Peter'/  and  bis  partners  muiiftryt  by  a  miraculous  draught  ofjiJbesf 
4, — 1 1 .  He  heals  a  leper  >  1 2, — 1 5.  Retires  for  prayer*  and  returns 
to  preaching*  iG*  17*  Cures  a  man  Jick  of  the  paljy*  i8> — 26.  Calls 
Levi,  and  converfes  with  publicans*  27, — 32.  And  vindicates  his 
dijciplet for  not  jqfting  in  thofe  days ,  33, — 39. 


Tax. 

AND  It  ame 
to  pali,  that 
as  the  people 
prtftcd  upon  him 
to  hear  the  word 
of  God,  he  Aood 
the  lake  of 
Genncliret, 

a  Arid  &w  two 

fhips  ftanding  by 
the  take:  but  the 
ftAurmen  wm 
gone  011  c  of  them , 
*nd  were  walking 
tear  nets. 

3  And  he  en¬ 
tered 


N 


Paraphrase. 

O  W  while  Jefus  continued  in  Galilee,  he  was  fo 
acceprable  to  the  common  people,  that  they  /lock¬ 
ed  and  crowded  in  vaft  multitudes  about  him,  to  hear 
him  preach  the  gofpel  of  fa  1  ration,  which  was  indeed 
the  word  of  God  :  And,  as  the  fynagogues  were  not 
large  enough  to  contain  them,  he  went  to  the  Ihore  of  the 
fea  of  Ttbtriai)  which  is  called  the  lake- of  Gennefaretb. 

2  And  there  he  faw  two  filhing- boats  lying  near  the 
fhore ;  but  the  fervants  that  belonged  to  them  f,  ami 
had  been  fifhing  a  great  while  to  no  purpofc,  were  gone 
out  of  them  to  wain  and  cleanfe  their  nets. 

3  In  the  mean  time  our  Lord,  to  avoid  the  inconvc- 


N  O  T  E. 

f  Some  fappoft  (hat  theft  After  men  were  to  walh  the  net  after  Billing  :  Bur  I  ratlin 
Sim/a  and  Andrew,  who  litre  laiiUu  be  t cfl-  lake  this  10  relate  lu  the  Itrvants  wathing 
Mf  ihar  net  ht»  the  fee,  (Mat.  i*.  iS.  and  thrir  nos,  uhile  Smm  and  A-:di  C  J  tiinain- 
id.)  It  fo,  it  fixms  to  luvc  been  cd  :a  die  u-  .t. 


4« 

If  red  ioto  one  of 

the  l}ni]iS|  vi  hi  ell 
vi.^  Simon\  -and 
prjycf!  him  that 
he  wuirid  thmil 
out  a  little  from 
the  hnd :  ami  he 

hr  down  t  utd 

taught  the  people 
cut  of  the  fbip* 


4  Now  when 
he  had  Lett  fpcak- 
in^+  he  faid  unto 
jjmwn  ,  Launch 
out  into  the  <]«pf 
audit  rtLuvrti  your 
na;  furadraLi^K. 


f  And  Stmon 

ant  wirings  frid 

unfo  him,  M*- 
fler,  behave  toil¬ 
ed  all  the  night, 
and  have  taken 
nothing :  ucw- 
Ihcleis ,  at  thy 
ward,  I  wilt  let 
down  the  net* 
fl  And  when 
they  had  this 
done,  they  titdo- 
feda  great  multi¬ 
tude  of  fifties ; 
and  their  net 
brde* 


7  And  they 
Tuckoned  unto 

their  pan&er* 
which  were  in  the 
other  ihip,  dui 
they  fhuuld  come 
and  help  them. 
And  they  came, 
and  filled  both 
l  he  (hips,  fo  that 
they  hewn  to 

fink, 

8  When  Simon 
Tcrer  taur  ft,  he 
felt  down  at  je^ 
l us*  kntes,  jay. 
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nience  of  being  crowded  by  the  multitude,  and  of  ha* 
ving  his  voice  drowned,  went  into  one  of  the  boats, 
particularly  Simon's  whom  Chrift  named  Peter,  {John 
i.  4a.}}  and,  meeting  with  him  there,  he  court  coufly 
entreated  him  to  put  off  to  a  fmall  diftance  from  thelaudi 
which  being  done,  Jefus,  without  regarding  any  dilHoc- 
tion  of  places  for  religious  worfliip,  fat  down  in  the  vef- 
fel,  and  preached  from  thence  to  toe  people  as  they  were 
Handing  on  the  Ihore. 

4  And,  when  he  had  finilbed  his  diTcourfe,  he  de* 
fired  Simeon  to  fleer  Hill  further  to  a  deeper  part  of  the 
lake,  and  there  to  drop  his  nets  for  filh ;  thereby  de¬ 
ft  gning  to  man  i  fell  his  own  power  and  goodnefs,  and 
to  give  a  lively  emblem  of  the  wonderful  fucccfs  which 
his  lervants  Ihould  have  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry  un* 

der  his  command  and  influence. 

■ 

5  llut  (>u)  Simon,  not  knowing  Cbrifl*s  intendon, 
faid  to  him,  Sir,  I  doubt  it  will  be  loft  labour  $  for  we 
have  been  fifhing  all  night,  and  taken  a  deal  of  pains 
already  without  any  fuccefs :  However,  in  obedience  to 
your  command,  and  in  hope  that  it  may  noc  be  altoge¬ 
ther  in  vain,  I  and  my  men,  weary  as  we  are,  will  make 
another  trial. 

6  Then  they  let  down  their  net;  and  Chrift,  as  fo- 
vereign  Lord  of  the  fcas  as  well  as  of  the  dry  land, 
made  it  well  worth  their  while  to  obferve  his  orders, 
he  bringing  together  a  prodigious  number  of  flfhes  by 
his  own  influence  upon  them ;  fo  that  the  men  imme¬ 
diately  inclofed  fuch  a  vaft  multitude,  that  the  net  be¬ 
gan  tp  tear  by  means  of  their  bulk  and  ftruggling. 

7  Hereupon,  their  partners  being  in  the  other  boat, 
at  a  con  fide  ruble  diftance  out  of  call,  they  made  Ognals 
for  them  to  come  with  all  (peed  to  their  alb  fiance  in 
drawing  up  the  set ;  And  they  coming,  helped  them 
to  manage  it  in  luch  a  manner  that  they  catch ed  filhea 
enough  to  load  both  the  boats  with  them,  and  even  to  o- 
vciload  them,  fo  that  they  were  in  danger  of  (inking  by 
the  great  weight  of  their  cargo. 

8  This  was,  in  all  the  circumftances  of  it,  fuch  an 
unexpected  difplay  of  divine  knowledge  and  dominion, 
that  when  Simon,  who  was  like  wife  called  Peter »  faw 
it,  he  threw  himfelf  down  atChrift's  feet :  And  infteail 
of  fuing  for  pardoning  and  fan&ifying  grace  to  deliver 
liim  from  the  guilt  and  power  of  his  fins,  as  be  ought, 
and  certainly  would  had  he  then  clearly  underflood  on 
what  a  faving  defign  Jefus  came  into  the  world  ;  he, 
on  the  other  hand,  full  of  awful  confufion  and  fear,  as 
even  good  men  ufed  to  be  at  any  uncommon  appearance 

of 

m. 


Ch 
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Depot  f ran 

me;  for  t  am  a 
finfd  mi ,  € 
Lord, 


all  tbtt  wen  with 
him  t  at  the 
draught  of  the 
fithei  which  they 

hu^  fihffl  *  ■ 


to  And  £>  vet 
*Ub  Junes  tad 
Tnhrt,  the  ibns  of 
Zebcdce ,  which 
were  paitnen 
with  Simon.  And 

Sefus  faul  unto 
imon,  Fear  not; 
from  henceforth 
thou  bait  catch 

(Del* 


afed.  49 

sf  the  divine  prefence,  humbly  befought  him,  faying* 
Lord,  I  beg  that  thou  wouldcft  pteafe  to  withdraw  from 
me,  and  go  out  of  my  boat ;  for  1  am  a  linful  wretch, 
utterly  unworthy  and  unable  to  ltand  in  thy  prefence* 
and  to  convcrGe  with  thee. 

i  F«  k  'w  9  for  he  having  ufed  to  fifli  in  that  fca  many  years, 
ilofii&ec] ,  md  and  never  (ecu  or  heard  any  thing  like  the  fuccels  which 

enfued  upon  his  obeying  Chrift’s  word,  was  (buck  with 
exceeding  great  amazement,  as  were  alfo  alt  the  men 
in  the  boat  with  him*  at  the  vaft  (hoal  which  they  fo 
miraculouflycatchcd'acone  draught*  after  they  had  been 
foiling  all  night  before  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. 

io  James  likewise  and  John,  the  two  Ions  of  Zehedeep 
who  belonged  to  the  other  boat,  and  were  partners  with 
Simon  in  the  fiftiing-trade*  were  much  aftonilhed  at 
this  event:  And  to  relieve  them*  Jefus*  in  (lead  of 
Caking  Simon,  as  he  juftly  might*  at  his  word,  fpoke  in 
a  kind*  meek*  and  encouraging  manner  to  him*  fay¬ 
ing,  Let  not  your  fear  and  furprife  thus  overwhelm  you* 
and  make  you  rafldy  wilh  for  my  abfence  as  if  I  were 
an  enemy :  What  1  have  now  done  is  an  ad  of  miracu¬ 
lous  goodaefs*  as  well  as  power ;  and  1  have  further 
defigns  of  much  greater  favour  to  you.  As  now  yon 
have  caught  a  great  multitude  of  fifties*  by  letting  down 
your  net  at  my  order ;  fo  I  intend*  from  this  time  for¬ 
ward*  to  make'  you  a  mimftcr  and  an  apoftle ;  and  by 
preaching  the  gatfpel*  according  to  my  command*  and 
under  my  influence*  you  (hall  be  as  remarkably  fuccels- 
fill  f  in  a  better  fort  of  filhing  for  the  fouls  of  men*  that 
they  may  be  drawn  to  me,  and  fo  may  be  brought  out 
of  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery  into  a  ftate  of  falvation. 

ti  In  like  manner  he  fpoke  to  Andrew,  Simon's  bro¬ 
ther,  who  was  with  him  in  the  boat ;  and  loon  after  to 
James  and  John,  who  were  in  the  other  veffel,  and 
whom  Jefus  afterward  met  a  (ho  re,  {Mai.  iv.  (8, — 22.) 
and  his  word  went  with  fuch  power  to  their  hearts,  that* 
inftead  of  going  to  make  their  market,  they*  amidft 
the  greatdt  flufli  of  profperity  in  thdr  filhing- trade* 
immediately  threw  up  that  employment,  and  all  their 
worldly  interefts  with  it,  and  from  that  time  forward 
con  dandy  attended  him  as  his  difcipJes.  (See  the  note 
on  Mark  i.  18.) 

12  And  while  Jefus  was  travelling  thro*  Galilee  with 
thefe  difciples*  as  he  was  one  day  entering  into  a  cer¬ 
tain  city  I,  behold*  a  man  all  overfpread  with  a  leprofy, 

feeing 

NOTES. 

f  This  W*l  rcmarkiMy  fulfilled  in  the  con*  own  after  ChrifTs  refiTm-ftinn,  41.) 

Vtrrfioo  of  jooo  by  means  of  Altar1*  firft  ler-  }  This  uns  Ceftrudtt.  t  and  Clirill  had. 
Vo  L-  IL  i  D  * 


it  And  when 

thejr  tad  brought 
their  fhlp*  to 
land,  they  tor- 
ft*ik  til,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  him. 


11  And  it  camo 
to  pjft,  when  he 
vu  in  1  certain 
city  *  behold,  * 
nunftillofkpro* 

fJfi 
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fy ;  wh t>  fertng 
Jefiis,  fell  on  btt 
face  *  and  be  - 
tfougtiL  him,  fay¬ 
ing  t  Lord  *  if 
thou  vih,  thou 
tanfe  make  me 
dean. 


t  j  Andhepat 
forth  hand, 
and  loucltcd  him, 
f  will ; 
be  thou  dean* 
And  immediate¬ 
ly  the  leprosy  de¬ 
parted  from  him. 


T4  And  he 
charged  him  to 
tell  no  man:  hut 
| »t>  and  Blew  thy- 
felf  ro  the  priclt, 
and  ofo-f  for  thy 
dcinlin^  accord* 
ing  a*  Mofrs 
commanded,  for 
a  leftimony  unto 
them. 
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feeing  him,  fell  proftrate  before  him,  and  humbly  in* 
treated  him,  with  great  earneftads  and  importunity, 
faying,  Lord,  my  cafe  is  very  miferaUe  and  dangerous, 
part  hope  of  relief  by  human  means ;  but  I  firmly  be* 
lieve,  that,  if  thou  pieafeft,  thou  canft  eafily  cleanfe  and 
heal  me  •,  and,  as  I  have  heard  of  thy  pity  to  others,  I 
throw  mytelf  at  tby  foot  for  merer.  - 

1 3  Hereupon  Jefus  llretching  forth  his  hand,  laid  it 
upon  bim,  as  a  prophet  might  do  on  a  leper;  and  at  the 
lame  time  to  (hew  that  his  will  is  no  more  to  bediftruf- 
ted  than  his  power,  he,  like  the  forereign  Lord  of  all, 
faid  in  the  authoritative  manner,  **  I  will;  be  thou 
cleanfed.”  And  at  that  my  infant  the  man  was  per¬ 
fectly  cured  rtf  his  leprofy,  according  to  his  faith  in  the 
power  of  Chrift,  and  even  beyond  his  faith  in  his  will. 

14  And  Jefus  peremptorily  commanded  him  not  to 
publifh  abroad  what  he  had  none  :  But,  fays  he,  go  di* 
reftly  to  a  prietfc,  whofe  office  it  is  to  judge  of  leprofies, 
and  whether  perfons  are  cleanfed  foom  them  or  not, 
[Lev.  xiik  a.)  and  offer  yourfolf  to  his  examination,  that 
he  may  pronounce  you  clean ;  and  then  perform  the 
rites,  which  in  that  cafe  are  required  by  the  Law  of  Ms* 
fej,  in  acknowlcgmcnt  of  your  purification,  {Lev.  xiv. 
4,-7.)  that  the  molt  obftinate  of  the  Jews  may  have  a 
legal  conviftioit  of  your  being  really  cleanfed,  and  of 
my  divine  power  in  healing  you;  and  that  none  may 
object  againft  me,  as  if  I  disregarded  God's  law. 

ry  But  the  man  was  fo  full  of  joy  and  eefafy,  and 
fo  delirous  to  fpread  the  praifes  of  his  gracious  benefac¬ 
tor,  that,  feeming  to  forget  himfelf,  or  not  to  under* 
ftand  the  defign  of  Chrift’s  charge,  he  could  not  tell 
how  to  hold  his  peace :  And  Jefus  became  fo  very  fa¬ 
mous  by  this  means,  that  prodigious  multitudes  flocked 
after  him,  to  hear  bis  excellent  difeourfes,  and  to  have 
their  difeafes  healed. 

1 6  And,  the  crowd  being  fo  great  and  continual,  he 
privately  retired,  as  he  was  often  obliged  to  do,  to  feme 
folitary  place  in  the  wildcrnefs,  that  be  might  have  op¬ 
portunity  to  refreih  himfelf,  and  to  fpend  time  alone  in 
folemn  prayer. 

1 7 .  A  while  after  this,  he  returned  again  to  Caper¬ 
naum  t  and  one  day,  whtlft  he  was  preaching  there  in 
a  houfe,  ( Mark  ii.  i.)  feveral  of  the  Pharifces  and  feribe 
the  moil  captious  of  all  the  Jews,  were  fitting  to  hear 
him,  that  they  like  fpies  might  feek  occafions  of  quar¬ 
relling 

NOT  K. 

not  vet  entfttxl  into  the  city,  as  appears  from  viii.  t,— 6.  Accordingly  the  prep<.- 

fit -'m  u  imy  be  r«mlri«l  «.7,  or  tjt  »  the  |uep«i!uott  a  in  (he  tfeknw  u,  Jefi.  v.  < 
3Ad  iii 


f  j  Rntforofcch 
the  more  went 
that  fun  cab  road 

of  him :  and  great 
mut:itudtf  came 
together  to  hear, 
atid  to  he  healed 
by  him  of  their 

in£ntiitkit 


iff  And  he 
withdrew  himfelf 
bin  die  wilder 
neis,  tod  prayed. 


17  Andttcflmt 
to  pafs  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  day*  u  be 
was  teaching,  that 
there  wet  t  Phari¬ 
sees  and  doctors 
of  the  kw  fitting 

by. 


(_> y  j  which  were 
wmcootofevtry 
uuii  of  Galilee* 
and  Judea,  and 
JmfikiD  : 
the  power  of  ttic 
Lord  wjs  prtfcut 
to  heal  them. 

1 8  And  be¬ 
hold  t  men 
brought  in  a  bed 
a  tmn  which  wit 


trtkeh  with  &  pd- 

if ;  and  they 
{ought  means  to 
thtjw  him  in,  and 
to  by  him  before 
him* 


And  when 
they  co old  not 
hod  by  what  way 
they  might  bring 
him  in,  htciuJe 
«tl  the  joultiuule, 
they  went  upon 
tiic  hotife-top , 
and  let  him  down 
through  the  tiling 
with  Mi  couch, 
into  the  midft  be¬ 
fore  jefus. 

jo  And  when 
he  Jaw  their  faidi. 


he  Jaid  notv  bim, 
Man ,  thy  fifu 
are  forgiven  thee. 


%  t  And  ihe 
feribes  and  the 
Pharifoes  began 
to  realbo,  faying. 
Who  U  this  which 
fpukctb  bkfphe* 
mi«  ?  Who  can 
forgive  fins,  but 
God  abac? 


i»  fist  when 

Jefus  perceived 
thdr  thoughts , 
heiafvcrW,  (aid 
unto  them,  what 
r cifhn  ye  in  your 

heart* ? 


a  3  Whether  i$ 

ca- 
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Veiling  with  him.  For  this  purpofe  they  came  together 
from  all  parts  •,  foroe  from  fever al  towns  and  cities  of 
Galilee,  others  from  Judea,  and  others  as  far  as  from 
Jerusalem  itfelf:  And,  in  the  ptrience  of  all  thefe,  the 
power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  exerted  itfelf  in  the  miraculous 
cures  of  many  that  were  lick  of  various  diftempers. 

18  Among  the  reit,  there  was  an  aftoniihing  iuliance. 
A  certain  man,  being  grievoufly  affli&ed  with  the  palfy, 
was  fo  very  weak  as  to  be  brought  in  a  couch  or  bed 
upon  the  fhoulders  of  four  of  his  friends,  {Mark  ii.  3.) 
who  endeavoured  to  get  him  into  the  room  where  Jefus 
was,  and  lay  him  at  his  feet  for  a  cure ; 

19  And  when,'  after  muth  driving,  they  found  that 
all  tbeir  attempts  to  carry  him  in  at  the  door  were  is 
vain,  becaufe  of  the  throng  of  people  before  it,  they 
found  means  of  getting  up,  on  the  out  fide  of  the  houfe, 
to  its  flat  roof ;  and  there,  breaking  open  a  trap-  door, 
they  let  him  down,  as  he  lay  in  his  bed,  into  the  very 
room  where  Jefus  was  preaching  to  the  people.  (See  the 
note  on  Mark  ii,  4.) 

20  As  foon  as  the  man  was  in  this  manner  laid  at  his 
feet,  Jefus  obferving  the  greatnefs  of  the  paralytic’s 
faith,  as  well  as  of  thole  that  brought  him,  put  a  pu¬ 
blic  honour  upon  it,  faying  to  him  with  great  tendefnefs, 
aft'e&ion  and  authority,  tu  fhew  his  power  and  will  to 
heal  him,  Son,  your  fins  are  pardoned  ;  and  you  may 
confidently  expeffc  their  penal  effect,  in  your  grievous 
diftemper,  to  be  removed. 

2 1  The  feribtt  and  Phartfees  hearing  him  pronounce 
the  remillion  of  this  man’s  fins  in  fuch  a  fovereign  and 
abfolute  way,  were  filled  with  prejudices  and  envy  a- 
gainft  him,  and  reafoned  in  their  own  minds  about  it 
after  this  manner :  Who  does  this  man  pretend  to  be, 
that  he  dares  afTume  to  himfclf,  in  this  biafphemons 
ftyle,  the  unalienable  prerogative  of  Deity  ?  For  who  hut 
the  great  God  himfelf,  again  ft  whom  all  fins  are  com¬ 
mitted,  can  have  fuch  abtojute  power  to  forgive  them  ? 

'  22  But  Chrift,  being  as  privy  to  all  their  fecret 
thoughts  and  wbifperings  as  if  they  had  fpoke  them  out, 
replied,  Why-do  ye  argue  at  this  perverfe  and  injurious 
race,  and  entertain  evil  furmifes  againft  me  as  if  1  were 
a  blafphemcr  on  this  account  ?  I  will  put  what  I  have 
laid  upon  a  fair  trial,  whether  I  am  ponefied  of  this  pe¬ 
culiar  property  of  God  or  not. 

23  Is  it  not  as  much  the  prerogative  of  God  %t  merely 

by 

NOTE. 


J  If,  u  Tome  prtterd,  Chrift  mran!  n»  more  i-hni  he  faiil,  Tfr  lias  k  site, 

th.ii  wb«i  he  Aid,  Sift  up  end  vm'k,  his  quettion  would  fccui  io  be  very-  tiiflii.g,  ««  a- 

1>  1  iuvliiiw«f 
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crier  ?  io  % , 
Thy  fins  be  for- 
grren  iiu?c;  Or  to 

iby,  Kile  up  and 
Tatixi 


14  Bntriiityf 
■^ay  too*1  that 
Ihe  ^on  of  man 
hath  power  upon 
earth  to  forgive 
fins,  (he  fuid  tm- 
Co  the  fick  of  the 
pally,)  I  lay  unto 
thee,  Arife,  and 
take  op  thy 
ouch  ,  and  go 
into  thine  houfc* 


15  And  imme¬ 
diately  he  mft  up 
before  them,  and 
took  np  that 
whereon  he  lay, 
and  departed  to 
hi*  own  houfc, 
glorify iog  God, 


16  And  they 
all  amazed* 

and  they  glorified 
God,  and  were 
filled  tvith  fear, 
faying*  We  have 
fan  fl  range 
things  to-day. 


sy  And  after 
theft  things  he 
went  forth,  and 
Jaw  a  publican 
barrel  Lni,  fit¬ 
ting  at  the  receipt 
of  rullo'n  ;  and 
he  ftid  rnto  him, 
Follow  me. 
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by  a  fovereiga  abloluce  word  of  command,  to  reftore 
this  extremely  weak  paralytic  to  perfed  health  in  an  in- 
flam,  as  it  is  to  forgive  his  (ins  ?  If  I  have  power  in 

myfclf  to  do  one,  is  not  that  an  evident  proof  of  my  au¬ 
thority  to  Jo  the  other  like  wife?  Nay,  if  I  blafphemed 
in  wh.it  I  find,  would  God  ever  fuffer  me  to  confirm  it, 
by  enabling  this  man  to  rife  tip  immediately  and  to  walk 
away  with  full  flrength  and  vigour  ? 

24  Now  that  ye  may  be  plainly  convinced,  that  T, 

who  appear  among  yon  under  the  ctiara£ber  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  am  indeed  a  divine  perfon,  and  have  power,  even 
whHft  I  am  here  on  earth,  to  pardon  (in,  I  will  give  you 
a  clear  dcmoeilration  of  it,  by  infhintly  removing  this 
man's  di  (temper,  which  (ns  all  difeafes  are)  is  the  fruit 
of  fin :  And  then,  turning  to  the  lick  man,  he  fpoke  to 
him,  with  ail  the  majelty  and  authority  of  a  God,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner,  I  abfolutdy  command  you  to  get  up,  and 
in  the  prefence  of  all  this  people  to  carry  borne  your  bed, 

25  And,  at  this  word  of  command,  the  man  was  all  at 
once  reftored  to  the  perfe&ufe  of  bis  limbs,  and  got  up  im- 
med  iate]  y  in  the  fight  of  all  then  prefent  $  and,  as  if  nothing- 
had  ailed  him,  carried  home  the  bed  on  which  be  lay  fick 
before,  rejoicing  mid  bteffing  God  for  the  wonderful  cure 
that  was  fo  fuddenlyand  efte&ually  wrought  upon  him. 

26  Yea,  all  the  common  people  like  wife,  tho’  they 
had  not  juft  conceptions  of  Chrift’s  afting  by  a  divine 
power  inherent  in  himfelf,  were  ftruck  with  the  greateft 
aftomfhment,  and  aferibed  glory  to  God  for  fending  him 
among  them;  and  at  the  lame  time  they  werepoflefled  with 
an  awful  reverence  and  dread,  like  perfous  apprehend  Ye 
that  the  divine  prefence  was  in  a  fort  of  vifible  manner  a- 
mongthem:  And  upon  the  whole,  they  cried  out.  Such 
mighty  works,  and  fucb  a  fovereign  way  of  performing 
them,  as  we  have  feen  to-day,  are  very  furprifing  indeed, 
far  beyond  all  that  was  ever  -feen  or  beard  of  before. 

27  After  this  our  Lord  went  out  of  Capernaum  again ; 
and  as  he  was  walking  near  the  fea  of  CaKket  (Mark  H. 
13*)  he  faw  one  Levi%  who  was  alfo  called  Matthew, 
fitting  at  his  office  to  receive  the  toll  for  goods  which 
was  carried  over  that  fea :  And  Cbtift,  preventing  him 
wi:h  his  loving- kindnefs,  faid.  Come  along  with  me, 
and  I  will  make  you  an  inftrument  of  gathering  the 
noblefl  tributes  of  praife  and  glory  to  God. 

28  And 


W  o  t  E. 

jiMHitilinji  to  no  mure  that*  l!u$,  *■  Which  U  rcfpect  to  the  eternal  punilhmeoi  of  fin,  i**, 
raficr  ?  to  heal  the  min,  or  to  heal  him  ;  To  fertbed  to  Chrift,  Afli  vii,  (So.  and  GW*  lit. 
«lo  vi  hat  I  mean  indcr  one  if  tlidfc  forms  uf  1  3,;  io  it  is  here  plainly  dinintuilbed  from 
txpn  flion,  or  to  Jo  iht  fame  ihtng  that  I  his  lulling  die  pally  ;  and  the  Pnartfm  evl- 
mein  itodcr  the  other  ?  To  tike  t*iTihe  pally  Jen  tty  uiit'erltood  i:  Li  that  nuaocr.  Set  tkc 
as  the  rt-niporal  puniMimcnt  of  his  fin*  or  r«  ooctoji  it,  1. 

cu.ifiii'"  AiU  a*  a  proper  forgivcncS,  with 


Ch.  v. 

*8  And  lie  left 
all,  nk  op,  tad 
fallowed  hua. 


tp  And  Lrri 
made  him  a  great 
fad  in  hi*  own 
bottle :  and  there 
whs  a  great  com* 
pany  of  publi- 
cans,  and  of  o- 
ihera  due  fit 
down  whh  (htn* 


3P  But  thdr 
feribc;  and  Phi- 
dftci  murmured 
again  ft  hif  difcU 
plea,  fay  ing,Wi? 
do  ye  eat  and 
drink  vidi  pot 
Jicuu  and  tin  - 
um? 


ji  And  Jefus 

anlwertng ,  laid 
unco  them.  They 
that  are  whole 
need  nor  a  phyfi- 
dui  j  bur  thry 
that  m  lick. 


31  I  came  not 
to  cjU  the  ri^ne- 
ou$  hue  tinner*  to 
repentance. 


1 


3  3  And  they 

Aid 
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28  And  thefc  words  were  let  home  with  fuch  divine 
energy,  that}  without  conferring  with  flelh  and  blood, 
he  immediately  obeyed  the  heavenly  call}  threw  up  his 
com  million  as  a  publican,  quitted  his  great  and  exor¬ 
bitant  gains,  and  became  a  fincere  difciplc  of  C brill, 
accompanying  him  wherever  he  went. 

29  Ami  Matthew* s  foul  was  fo  inflamed  with  love  to 
Chrift,  that  he  took  an  opportunity,  being  rich,  to  in¬ 
vite  him  and  his  difciplcs  to  a  liberal  entertainment  at 
his  own  houfe,  {Mat.  ix.  9, 10.) :  And  there  he  got  to¬ 
gether  a  great  number  of  tax-gatherers,  and  others  of  his 
former  companions,  who  were  perfons  of  ill  repute  a- 
mong  the  people,  to  take  part  of  the  feaft,  chat  they 
might  convene  with  Jefus,  and  be  in  the  way  of  finding 
grace,  as  well  as  himfelf. 

30  But  fome  of  the  envious  and  hypocritical  fcribtt 
and  Pharifeet  obferving  this,  were  highly  offended;  and, 
not  daring  to  attack  our  Lord  himfelf,  muttered  to  his 
difciples,  hoping  to  prejudice  them  again  If  him  for  ir, 
faying,  How  fhameful  is  this  in  vour  mailer,  to  bring 

ou  into  company,  and  caufe  you,  together  with  him- 
elf,  to  eat  and  drink  fo  familiarly  with  luch  wicked, 
wretches  as  thefe  publicans  and  the  reft  of  the  profligate 
Gnners  that ‘are  with  him. 

3 1  Jefus  knowing  this  (for  nothing  could  be  hid  from 
him)  took  up  the  argument;  and,  anfwcring  for  his 
difciples,  faid,  My  converting  with  this  fort  of  men  is 
not  to  approve  of,  or  encourage  them  in,  but  to  turn 

them  from,  their  iniquities  ;  I  go  among  them,  as  a 
phyfleian  does  among  his  patients,  to  recover  and  heal 
them ;  and  every  one  knows  that  a  pbyfician’s  work  lies, 
not  among  the  healthy,  or  fuch  as  think  themfelves  fo 
well  as  to  have  no  occafion  for  him,  but  among  thofe 
that  are  lick  and  would  be  glad  of  his  help. 

3a  Accordingly  my  bufineis,  in  coming  into  the 
world,  is  not  to  bring  fuch  to  repentance  as  never  Gn- 
ned,  if  there  were  any  of  that  character  upon  earth  ; 
nor  can  I  reafbnably  hope  for  fuccefe  in  this  work  among 
thofe  who  are  as  conceited  of  their  own  righteoufnefs  as 
if  they  had  no  fin  :  But  1  am  come  to  recover  thofe  do¬ 
ners,  and  the  chief  among  them,  whofe  conferences 
convi&  them  as  tranfgreflors,  and  who  fee  and  feel  their 
fpiritual  ficknefs  and  danger,  and  are  fen fj hie  that  they 
heed  a  cure.  This  fufficiently  jollifies  my  admitting  the 
worft  of  men  into  my  company,  in  order  to  their  con- 
verfion  and  falvation. 

33  About  this  time  fome  of  John's  difciplcs,  {Mat. 
ix.  14.)  being  egged  on  by  the  Pharifeet ,  took  occafion 

D  3  to 


54 

Aid  onto  hire. 

Why  do  tht  dil- 
cipb  of  Juhfi 
fatf  often  t  and 
make  prayers , 
and  likeutte 
dijUpki  of  the 
Pharifco* ;  but 
thiuc  eat  ipd 
drink? 


34  And  he  fold 
ij;Uu  them,  Gm 
ye  make  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  che  bride- 
chamber  faft  , 
while  the  bride- 
groom  U  with 
tlum  > 


Rnt  the 
fays  nil]  come, 
■when  the  bride* 
groom  dial]  be  la* 
ter  away  from 
them,  and  then 
fall  they  fall  in 

tfeoie  days, 

3<J  And  he 
fpake  alio  a  para* 
Lie  unto  them ; 
Ho  man  puttetji 
a  piece  of  a  new 
garment  upon  an 
old :  If  otlierwife, 

t  htfii  I  nub  the 
new  maketh  a 
rent  j  and  the 
piece  that  u^as  ta¬ 
ka*  out  of  the 

pew  Jgrreth  not 

with  the  old. 

37  And  no 
man  puttcih  new 
vine  into  old  bot¬ 
tle*  ;  cite  the  pew 
urine  will  bnrft 
the  bottles,  and 

lie  ipilltd  t  and 
the  bottles  fall 
perifli. 


38  But  new 
vine  u:uft  he  put 
into  ocv  honk*  ; 

a*  d 


■ 
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to  object  aguinit  the  more  focial  and  lefs  auftere  way 
of  living,  which  Chrift  allowed  to  his  followers,  than 
they  thcmfelves  praflifed,  faying  to  him.  How  cornea 
it  to  pafs,  that  while  we,  the  difciples  of  John  ibe  Bap* 
fifty  that  unqudlionably  good  and  holy  man ;  and  while 
the  Phariftssy  who  pro  Ms  the  drifted  fanclity,  are  of¬ 
ten  engaged  in  days  of  folemn  falling  and  prayer,  (fee 
the' note  on  Mark  iu  18,)  your  difciples  ne  vert  briefs  live 
more  a|  large,  and  neglefk  thefe  pious,  bumbling,  and 
felf- mortifying  duties? 

34  Jefus,  in  reply,  intimated  to  them,  that  every 
thing  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon,  faying,  How  undatable 
and  improper  would  it  be  for  the  friends  of  a  bridegroom* 
who  are  called  to  rejoice  with  him  in  the  feitivafs  of  a 
wedding,  to  give  themfelves  up,  at  that  very  time,  to 
the  authorities  of  falling?  As  therefore  your  matter,  John 
himftlf,  has  truly  called  me  the  bridegroom  of  the  church, 
{John  iii.  29*)  it  would  be  very  unfeafon able  and  unbe¬ 
coming  for  my  difciples  to  fpend  their  time  in  falling  and 
mourning  whilll  1  am  perionally  prefent  with  them* 

35  But  it  will  not  be  long  before  I,  with  whom  they 
now  rejoice  as  with  a  bridegroom,  fhall  he  removed 
from  them  by  death,  and  Audi  leave  them  expo  fed  to 
many  trials  and  dangers,  which  will  fumilh  proper  oc- 
caftons  for  days  of  humiliation  and  falling,  with  prayer* 

3 6  And,  ftiJJ  further  to  illuftrate  the  matter,  he  ad¬ 
ded  the  following  (imilitudes :  As  no  one  of  common 
fenfc  would  go  about  to  mend  an  old  rotten  garment 
with  a  piece  of  new  ftrpng  doth ;  or  if  any  fliould  be 
fo  imprudent  as  to  attempt  it,  the  ftrength  of  the  new 
cloth  would,  upon  every  Itrctcb,  occaGona  Hill  greater 
breach  in  the  old  coat,  and  the  new  and  old  (luff  would 
appear  to  be  very  improperly  put  together,  (fee  die  note 

on  Mat*  ix.  id.Ji  fo  it  would  be  utterly  incongruous  for 
my  difciples  to  damp  their  rejoicings,  in  my  prefence, 
by  the  fc verities  of  abundant  fadings* 

37  And  as  no  prudent  man  hits  old  leathern  bottles 
(fee  the  note  on  Mark  ii*  22.}  with  new  and  fpirituoug 
wine  \  if  he  ftiould,  the  brifkneft  of  the  wine  would  en¬ 
danger  the  bur  ding  of  the  bottles,  and  the  lofs  of  both: 
So  my  difciples  being  but  weak  and  tender,  and  tmac- 
eudomed  ro  fading,  they  having  been  only  publicans  and 
Bdicrnien,  and  being  not  yet  thoroughly  fettled  in  their 
principles  about  the  nature  of  my  kingdom ;  it  would  be 
too  great  a  burden  and  diftouragemeut  for  thnn,  to  be 
put  all  at  once  upon  levere  abdtnences  and  mortifications* 

38  But  as  it  is  apparently  heft  to  putney  fomenting 
wine  into  new  bottles,  which  are  ordinarily  the  ftrongeft, 

and 


CU.  v. 

and  both  are  pre¬ 
served. 


IP  Nomanal- 
fn  having  diunk 
old  wUc ,  ftraight- 
wily  (k-linth  new* 
for  he  Jaith,,  'llie 

old  is  better. 
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and  by  that  means  both  are  molt  likely  10  be  fccured  : 
So  it  lfi  moll  fu  it  able  to  iny  wildom,  tendernefa  and  care, 
not  to  over-load  my  difciples,  but  to  proportion  their 

work  and  difficulties  to  their  light  and  fiiength,  and  to 
thecircumfhmccs  of  things;  and  this  makes  al)  agreeable* 
39  And,  to  ufc  a  proverbial  expn.-flion  upon  thisoc- 
cation,  As  no  perfon,  who  underftamU  good  wine,  and 
has  been  ufed  to  that  which  is  old,  is  prefentiy  brought 
to  reliQi  that  which  is  new,  but  prefets  the  old  to  it ; 
fo  the  life  and  power  of  religion  is,  to  experienced  Chri- 
ftians,  like  old  wine,  vaftly  preferable,  in  their  eflccoi, 
to  all  the  noife  and  (hew  of  bodily  fervices,  which  are 
like  the  bouncing  and  frothing  of  new.  wine :  And  what* 
ever  advantage  there  may  be  in  Arid  and  frequent  fall¬ 
ings,  as  fob  ferv  lent  to  felf-denial  and  a  mortification  of 
the  flelh ;  yer  thefc  will  not  be  eafily  rdifhed  by  fuch  as 
have  been  always  ufed  to  a  freer  way  of  living,  till  hy 
degrees  the  foul  finds  the  benefit  of  tbefe  dulies,  and  they 
become  familiar  to  it  by  pra&icc* 


RECOLLECT  IONS, 

How  vile  do  we  appear  in  our  own  eyes,  when  we  fee  ourfelves  in  the  light  of 
Chrift’g  glory,  who,  like  the  Cod  of  nature,  commanded  the  watery  tribe  to  come 
into  Pcicr\  net,  as  an  emblem  of  his  powerful  grace  in  gathering  fouls  to  himfdf 
by  the  nwiiflry  of  the  gofpcl  !  But  if  we  have  right  thoughts  cf  him,  as  1  Saviour, 
under  our  fenfb  of  finfulnefa  and  unworthinellt,  we  ffiafl  Ice  a  ncccftity  oi  drawing 
near  by  faith  to  him,  inftead  of  defiling  him  to  depart  from  us.  To  them  that 
believe,  he  wifl  grant  remtffion  of  fins,  and  deliverance  from  all  their  dreadful  ei- 
fe<5U> :  And  how  fhoirid  our  obtaining  this  mercy  fill  us  with  the  higheft  rejoicing, 
thankfulnefc,  and  praife  I  if  Jefus,  feeing  our  faith,  fays  to  any  of  “  Thy  6m* 
are  forgiven  thee,”  no  powers  of  hell  or  earth  can  reverie  the  blcfled  fcntcucc; 
and  if  fie  fpeaks  to  the  heart,  ft  readily  yields  to  his  commaud,  who  came  to  call 
the  chief  of  finam  to  repentance,  and  to  bring  falvatioo  to  them  from  all  their  i- 
niquities  and  diftrefles.  And  O  how  abundant  is  his  grace  to  repenting  ami  be¬ 
lieving  fouls  1  He  takes  them  into  a  marriage -re lati on  to  himfdf,  In  which  all  their 
joys  and  griefi  depend  upon  his  prefcnee  with  them,  or  his  withdrawiugs  from 
them :  But  he  will  never  utterly  leave  or forfake  them;  he  will  always  dpoulc  their 
caufe,  help  them  over  their  difficulties,  proportion  their  work  to  their  ft rength, 
and  by  degrees  familiarize  to  them  the  moft  humbling  and  fdf- denying  duties 
And  though  days  of  Faffing  and  prayer  are  not  niiueceffarily,  much  left  fuperfti* 
lioufly,  to  be  multiplied ;  yet  times  of  great  afiiidiun  and  trial  are  proper  occa- 
fions  for  them  ;  and  Chrift  will  incline  and  enable  hits  clitcipks  to  perform  lliofc 
dut^t;  in  their  Jeafbn,  to  rich  advantage. 
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Ttxr. 

AND  it  nine 

to  piA  OQ 
the  Iconid  fab- 

bath  alter  the 
fieft,  that  he  vent 
through  the  corn- 

field:  ;  and  his 

diieiples  pladted 
the  can  of  com, 
*nd  did  At,  rub¬ 
bing  them  in  thrir 
hauls* 

%  And  ktuId 
oF  the  Pharifcet 
iaid  unto  them. 
Why  do  ye  that 
which  U  not  law¬ 
ful  to  do  00  the, 
{abbath'daya? 

3  And  Jeftw 
anfwvnng  tncn>> 
laid,  Have  ye  not 
rrad  fo  much  aa 
as¥  what  David 
when  him- 
Jclf  was  an  huo- 
gred,  and  they 
which  were  with 
him ; 

4  How  he  went 
into  the  houfc  of 
God  ,  and  did 
lake  and  eat  the 
jhew-bread,  and 
gave  alto  to  them 
that  were  with 
him ,  which  Is 
not  lawful  to  eat 

but  for  the  pvicA* 
alone  ? 

S  And  he  fiiid 

«nfo  them.  That 
the  Sun  of  Dun 
is  Lord  alfo  of 
die  ftbbach* 


«  And  it  came 

to 


Pah  a  phra  se. 

OW  on  the  firft  fabbath  after  the  fecond  day  t  of 
the  paffbver,  Jcfus  was  going  thro*  a  field  of  corn 
which  was  then  near  ripe ;  and  his  difciples,  who  were 
with  him,  being  hungry,  plucked  fome  of  the  cars,  a* 

the  law  allowed,  (Dtut*  xxiii  25.)  j  and  having  cleared 
the  corn  from  the  chaff,  by  rubbing  it  in  tbeir  hands, 
they  fayed  their  hunger  wkb  it. 

2  But  (ft)  fome  fuptrftmoua  Pbarifets  being  nigh, 
and  obferving  this,  took  occafiori  to  quarrel  with  the 
di Triples,  anu  tacitly  to  reflet  upon  th^tr  Lord  himfelf 
for  it  I,  faying,  How  dare  ye,  the  followers  of  jefus, 
profane  the  tabbadi  at  this  rate,  by  doing  what  is  equi¬ 
valent  to  reaping,  or  dreffing  victuals,  which  are  for¬ 
bidden  on  God’s  holy  day. 

3  In  anfwer  to  this  cavil,  and  in  defence  of  what 
the  difeiptes  had  done,  Jefus  replied.  Have  ye,  who  pre* 
tend  to  fo  much  fkill  and  exa£tnef$  in  undemanding  and 
obferving  the  law,  never  taken  notice  of  what  D&vut  and 
his  company  did,  in  a  like  cafe  of  neceffiry,  when  they 
were  hungry  in  a  journey  ?  (1  Sam.  xxi*  3, — 

4  Do  not  ye  there  read,  how,  on  that  occafion,  he 
went  into  the  court  of  the  tabernacle,  and  took  from 
thence  fome  of  the  loaves  that  had  been  offered  to  God, 
which  he  and  his  followers  eat*  though,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things,  thefe  were  the  portion  of  the  priefts, 
and  the  law  allowed  none  but  them  to  eat  of  it)  And 
yet  David  was  never  charged  with  any  crime  fordoing 
this ;  it  was  jufti  fable  by  the  law  of  neceffity  and  mer¬ 
cy  3  and  fo  is  what  my  difciples  have  now  done. 

5  And  in  further  vindication  of  them,  he  added, 
That,  as  they  did  this  in  his  own  prefence,  and  by  his 
allowance,  while  they  were  attending  upon  him,  they 
had  a  fuffiriem  authority  for  it*  becaufe  the  inftitution 
of  the  fabbarh  itfclf  was  from  him,  as  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture  and  the  God  of  IJratl ;  and  is  fubje£t  to  his  expla¬ 
nations  and  alterations,  as  the  Mcffiah  and  Head  of  the 
church.  (Sec  the  notes  on  Mat.  xit*  8.  and  Mark  ii*  28.) 

6  On  another  fabbath-day  alfo  he  went  into  one  of 

their 


NOTE 

f  From  tbit  day  were  reckoned  feren  weeks 
to  the  feaft  of  fxhtreoft ;  and  tkr  firft  fah- 
hath  jfttr  it  vu  c&Jlt4  0«tCCa7w  ttv1t£Qvgtt- 
(See  Lif*  and  tf'fii/ry.  A  nd  n  U  na¬ 
tural  ro  filppOJr,  thfa  being  the  fabhnht  thit 
cither  going  ro,  or  retaining  iron, 

line  Tyrugogue^  m,  is  jvprcfcutcd  Id  the  pa* 


S. 

rapbnA  on  Mat,  xiL  t  * 

t  In  .Mol-  xii,  >>  and  JVItffi  iu  *4™  the 
Plitriftrs  are  reprefenuxt  ss  freiktug  after  ftii  * 
manner  to  Ghriftj  9$  they  are  here  laid  to  do 
to  hi*  diitipta j  but  both  might  be  omt,  they 
Ipeaking  firft  to  oac,  and  then  to  the  oifacT. 

t  I* 
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their  fynagogues  to  preach ;  and  there  was  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  a  certain  mao  whoferighthand  was  wafted  andflmmk, 
and  rendered  utterly  incapable  of  any  ufe  or  fervice, 

7  And  as  the  Jfu>ift>  doctors  and  Pbarifees  knew  that 
Cbrift  had  ufed  to  take  pity  on  mtferable  objects,  they 
carefully  obferved  whether  he  would  go  about  to  cure 
this  man ;  that,  if  he  flionld,  they  might  endeavour 
from  thence  to  expofe  him  to  the  people,  as  a  profaner 
of  the  fiibbath  himCeif,  as  well  as  a  defender  of  thole 
that  in  their  account  had  broke  it* 

8  But  Jeflis*  knowing  the  malicious  and  ill-natured, 
as  well  as  fuperftitious  thoughts  of  their  hearts,  ordered 
the  man,  whole  band  was  fhriveled,  to  (land  up  in  the 
tnidft  of  thealfcmbly}  thereby  intimating  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  to  heal  him:  Accordingly  the  man  Hood  op,  in  hopes 
of  a  cure. 

9  Then  Jefus  turning  to  the  PbAri/ea ,  who  by  this 
time  had  exprefled  their  thoughts  as  if  it  were  not 
lawful  for  him  to  heal  on  that  day  t,  he  fa  id  unto  them, 
1  will  make  one  appeal  to  your  own  conferences,  and 
demand  your  anfwer  :  Is  it  moll  lawful,  honourable, 
and  pleaung  to  God,  and  mod  agreeable  to  the  defigu 
of  a  fabbath,  to  perform  au  ad  of  fo  much  mercy  and 
goodneis  without  delay,  as  healing  this  man,  and  there* 
°y  preferving  his  life  J,  and  making  him  capable  of 

s  hereafter  getting  a  livelihood  ?  Or,  under  a  pretence  of 
ftriftnefsinobfervingthis  holy  day,  to  be  fo  hard-hearted 

and  cruel,  as  to  let  him  continue  languiihing,  and  in¬ 
capable  of  getting  a  fubli Hence,  when  only  by  a  word's 
fpeaking  I  can  recover  him  ? 

jo  And  as  they  made  no  reply,  becanfe  they  could 
think  of  none  that  might  ferve  their  own  turn,  he,  fir  ft 
looking  round  about  upon  them  for  a  while  with  holy 
indignation  and  grief  at  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts, 
(Mari  iii>  A>  5-)  and  then  turning  to  the  poor  man, 
commanded  him,  with  ail  the  majefty  of  a  God,  to 
ftretch  out  his  withered  hand:  And  he  inftantly  enabled 
him  fo  to  do ;  it  being  perfectly  reUored  to  its  proper  Gze 
4ft  ftrength,  colour  and  a&ivity,  equal  to  the  other. 

11  Hereupon  the  Pbarife«t>  in  ft  tad  of  admiring 
Cbrift’s  power  and  goodntfs,  were  filled  with  the  utmoft 
rage  and  fury  at  bis  having  fo  openly  expofed  them  and 

gained 

NOTES. 

probable,  that  upon  Chrift**  bid-  vw%  fos  Bfty  feenis  to  intimity  as  f«mc  of 


Oh.  vi. 

to  pofi  ohb  on  s- 

nuthcr  fabbai 
tint  he  entered 
into  the  fyna* 
gogotaodraughi; 
and  then  was  a 
nun  whole  right 
hand  was  wither¬ 
ed. 

7  And  the 
ftribes  and  Pha- 
rifcM  watched 
him,  whether  he 
would  heat  cm  the 
fabbath-day  j  that 
they  might  hod 
an  actD&kn  a- 
gainft  him* 

8  Hot  he  knew 
their  thoughts » 

tod  tid  to  the 

man  which  had 
the  withered 
hand,  Klft  up, 
and  Hand  forth 
in  the  -tnidft. 
And  he  arolc , 

and  {food  forth. 

0  Then  fail] 
Jcftu  urn*  them, 
[  will  lik  yon  one 
thing;  It  it  law- 


good*  or  to  do 
evil  ?  to  five  lire, 
tr  to  deft  toy  id  i* 


10  And  look¬ 
ing  round  about 
upon  cheat  all,  he 
laid  unto  the  man, 
Stretch  fbrth  thy 
hand.  And  he 
did  fo;  and  hi* 
bndwu  reiWed 

whole  u  the  o- 
iber. . 


n  And 
were  filled 
nadncfi  y 

communed 


they 

with 

and 

one 

viih 


ding  the  man  Aindfon^  by  which  they  per¬ 
ceived  that  he  deigned  to  heal  bin,  they  ail¬ 
ed  the  qoeftiaD  which  is  recorded  J&attb. 
jii.  jo, 

I  Chrift  calling  the  cure  of  this  man, 


the  ancient*  frppofcd,  that  hy  the  lot*  <rf  his 

right-hand  he  vaa  difabhd  from  gcftiitr,  his 
living ;  he  having  no  other  way  to  Fnhlilt 
liimlelf,  and  his  family,  if  he  h;d  vnv,  ihua 

by  :lir  labour  cfhis  hands. 


5* 

with  another 
what  they  might 
do  tQ  Jefut. 


it  Andittime 
to  pais  in  thole 
t  that  he 
went  out  into  a 
moon  tain  to 

pray,  and  conti¬ 
nued  all  night  in 
prayer  to  God. 


13  And  when 
it  wav  day.  He 
called  unto  him 
bis  difripJes:  and 
of  them  he  chafe 
tvchc,  whom  al* 
lb  he  named  »po- 

(ties; 

[4  Simou  + 

(whom  he  a!!b 
named  Peter,} 
and  Andrew  his 
brother  t  James 
and  John,  Philip 
and  Barthoio  ■* 
mew, 

1 5  Matthew 

and  Thomu  , 
James  the  fin  of 
Alphas,  and  Si¬ 
mon  called  2ft- 

loteS* 

1 

itf  And  Judas 

of 

James,  and  Judas 
flcariot ,  which 
alto  was  the  trai¬ 
tor- 

17  And  lie 
came  down  with 
them,  and  flood 
ja  the  plaint  and 

the 
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gained  fuch  reputation  to  himfelf ;  in  fo  much  that  they 
refolved,  if  poiEble,  to  he  hta  death,  and  confulted  ont 
with  another,  and  with  the  Herodiansy  what  fteps  to 
take  for  accomplifhing  it.  (Mark*  iii.  6-) 

it  About  this  time  Jefus,  having  made  many  dif* 
ciples  by  means  of  his  preaching  and  miracles*  retired 
one  evening  to  the  top  of  a  hill  for  fecret  prayer ;  and, 
as  a  particular  defign  of  the  great  eft  importance  then 
lay  immediately  before  him,  he  fpent  the  whole  night 
in  folcmii  devotions,  to  recommend  it,  and  all  con¬ 
cerned  in  it,  to  his  Father's  bleffing,  in  a  houfe  of  prayer, 

[tif  r* 

13  And  the  next  morning,  ordering  all  his  dlfciples 
to  draw  near,  he,  by  a  fove reign  a£k  of  his  own  will, 
as  Lord  of  his  kingdom,  chofe  from  among  them  twelve  J, 
whom  he  called  apofties,  or  extraordinary  meflengm  \ 
and  whom  he  authorifed,  as  his  chief  minifters,  to  he 
his  fpecial  witndfes,  and  to  pablHh  the  gafpei,  and 
work  miracles  in  confirmation  of  it. 

14  Now  the  names  of  the  twelve  were  thefe^  Shnmy 
whom  Chrift  fumamed  Peter  \  and  Andrew^  Smods 
brother;  James  and  John9  who  were  likewife  brethren 
according  to  the  fle(ht  being  the  fens  of  Zebcdee^  and 
were  made  brethren  in  Chrilf,  as  well  as  in  the  apoftle- 
Chip ;  j]  Philip^  and  Bartholomew ; 

15  Matthew  the  publican;  and  Therms,  who  was 
more  incredulous  than  all  the  reft  of  the  apoftles  about 
Chrift^s  refur rection  ;  James  the  fon  of  Alpheasy,  who 
was  likewife  called  James  the  kfs9  and  the  brother 
of  our  Lord ;  and  Simon  Zehtes ,  who  was  alfo  known 
by  the  name  of  Simon  th z^Cana&nite ; 

16  Judas  or  Jude ,  who  was  likewife  called  Lehheus , 
and  furnamed  Thaddeus  ;  and  iaft  of  all  was  Judas  If* 
earioty  who  proved  the  perfidious  traitor  of  his  Lord. 

17  Jefus  having  chofen  thefe  twelve  apofUes,  who 
ever  afterwards  attended  him  as  his  family,  became 
down  with  them  to  a  lower  flat  part  of  the  mountain, 
where  he  ftood  $  ready  to  receive  all  that  fhould  come 

to 


NOTES. 

t  The  Jews  bid  oratories,  Chrift,  the  fpiritu8l|fathm  or  the  Ntn^Tcf* 

£V  houfe  of  prayer,  in  bclds  and  mountains,  lament  church,  batting  them  to  him  by  the 
for  retirement,  and  for  the  convenience  of  gofpd. 

iuch  Dave  Her*  as  might  come  thole  ways :  g  This  PblYip  was  not  the  deacon  and  r- 

And  it  loruis  that  our  Lord  fpent  the  night  vangclift  of  that  name  fpnken  otH  dtfj  ru 
,  in  prayer  in  one  of  theft  houfes.  Vid,  Vi-  &  viii.  1  but  we  read  of  him,  vi.  acH* 

tring*  dz  Yet*  /.  L  f>  1,  r.  i>  Ik  xiv.  And  lome  think,  that  Baritote mew 

4  The  number  A  the  apoUks  was  twelve,  was  Xathatiaei;  fee  Hannond  on  7^***  4*- 
antwinblc  to  [tie  number  of  the  tribes  of  If*  And  foe  an  account  of  fntral  others,  fee  the 
rati  that  fpung  from  the  twelve  Tons  of  ji-  notes  on  Mat.  x*  3,4.  and  Mark  H.  14. 
cfb  :  And  theft  twelve  apofllcs  were,  under  §  Tsir®-  W;*©-  may  very  well  fignifjyi 


Cb.  vt. 

t1>e  company  or 
his  dilcipJef,  and 
a  grot  multitude 
or  people  oat  of 
all  Judea  and  Je~ 

rufalcm  ,  and 
from  the  fca-coaft 
of  Tyre  and  Si- 
don^  which  cieik 
to  luvr  turn,  tid 
Ut  he  healed  of 
their  difeafe; 

iB  And  they 
that  ut  vexed 

with  unclean  fpt- 

iiu  :  and  they 
were  heated* 

Tj>  And  die 
whole  multitude 
fought  to  touch 
himt  for  there 
went  virtue  out 
of  him,  and  heal¬ 
ed  them  alL 


59 


10  And  he 
lifted  up  htf  eyes 
•n  his  diiaplre, 
and  laid,  liUfied 

it  yc  poor:  for 
yours  is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God. 


ar  Blefled  art 
\e  that  hunger 
:  for  yc  (ball 

be  hi led.  BUffcl 
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to  him  >  and  immediately  the  company  of  difelples  thne 
ufed  to  follow  him  reforted  to  him  again  \  and,  his  fame 
being  fpread  far  and  wide,  a  great  multitude  of  people 
flocked  about  him,  from  all  the  towns  and  villages  of 
Judean  and  from  Jcrufalzm  itfejf,  and  from  theft  pans 
of  the  fea*coait  that  lay  toward  Tyre  and  Sidon  :  Some 
came  a  great  way  to  hear  him  preach,  and  others  to  he 
cured  of  their  various  diiiempers; 

1 8  And  fome  that  were  miferably  po He fled  of  devils* 
and  thereby  difpoflefled  of  themlelves,  were  brought  to 
him :  And  all  difeafes  arid  evil  fpirits,  how  great  or 
many  foever,  flew  away  at  his  command,  who,  in  ait 
inftam,  recovered  them  that  were  afflicted* 

19  Yea,  fo  vifible  and  remarkable  was  the  divine 
power  by  which  he  healed  them,  that  every  one  who 
wanted  to  be  freed  from  any  kind  of  malady,  pre  fled  hard 
to  come  at  him,  believing  that,  if  they  could  hut  touch 
him,  they  fhould  certainly  be  cured  ;  and  it  was  to  them 
according  to  thtir  faith :  lror  efficacious  influencenot  only 
came  at  his  will  and  word,  but  proceeded  from  his  own 
perfon,  as  the  fountain  of  all  power,  to  the  healing  of 
every  one  of  them*  {See  the  note  on  Mark  v,  30*} 

20  And  as  he  was  the  great  Phyfician  of  fouls  as 
well  23  bodies,  fo  he  preached  the  gofpel  of  his  grace  to 
them  that  came  to  hear  him  ;  when,  looking  upon  his 
difciples,  he  began  with  faying,  in  the  audience  of  the 
people,  Ye  are  greatly  bkfled  incited  who  arc  among 
the  poor  of  this  world,  and  have  left  all  its  allurements 
to  follow  me;  and  who  are  fo  meek  and  lowly  in  heart, 
under  an  affecting  fenfe  of  your  utter  infufficiency,  fiu- 
fulriefs  and  unworthinefs,  as  to  renounce  all  urn  ft  and 
confidence  in  your  own  wifdom,  ftrength,  and  righte- 
oufnefs :  Fur  ye  are  the  fubjeeb  of  the  kingdom  of  grace, 
to  whom  all  its  Mcflings  belong;  and  are  entitled  to  the 
kingdom  of  glory,  which  fliallbeyourinheritanceforevtr, 

2 1  Blefled  are  ye  who  willingly  fuffer  hardfhips  and 
hunger  for  my  lake,  and  are  more  earn  eft  in  your  de- 
fires  and  purfuiu  after  fpiritual  and  eternal  b  I  effing  s  than 
after  your  neceflary  food:  For  all  thefe  appetites  of  your 
renewed  fouls  (hall  be  certainly  and  abundantly  fotisfied, 
"Whatfocver  the  world  may  think  of  you,  ye  are  really 

blcflcd, 

£  s. 

difeaurfr  ddivtrtil  ac  a  didcrcat  time  iutd 
place:  A  ad  the  chief  objection  agai nft  this 
foppofition  firms  to  be  rtn^ved,  it  l-c  wu 
then  on  a  phio  part  toward  the  foot  of  ;hc 
mountain',  or  if,  as  fome  think,  he  hei*£ 
preyed  by  the  multitude  in  the  plain,  u  ^ut 
up  the  bill  again  w  preach  io  them. 


NOT 

flat  and  even  part  of  the  moumaitt  toward  the 
foot  of  it;  and  fo  it  egrets  with  Mat,  v,  i, 
if  this  and  that  relate  to  the  fame  difeourie. 
And  after  aJl  that  commentators  have  laid, 
fro  and  era,  it  may  be  more  natural  to  fup- 
poft,  that  this  is  rather,  partly  an  abdralt, 
and  partly  an  enlargement,  of  Chnft’s  ftrmon 
pn  the  mount*  v-  &c,  than  another 


apt  ye  tint  weep 
now:  jbr  ye  Hull 

lartilh 


1  u  Blcfled  art 
ye  wlicti  men 
HvlU  hale  you , 
uhl  when  they 
IbaLi  feparatt  you 
from  thnr 
»j%  and  (bill  re¬ 
proach  jwr,  *nd 
call  oui  ,your 
natneu  evil,  for 
Jbe  Sod  of  nuro** 
6he* 

*j  Rejoice  yc 
in  chat  day*  and 
leap  for  joy :  for 
heboid,  your  re¬ 
ward  h  j^neat  m 
heavcu ;  for  in 
the  Jjke  manner 
did  their  ftflien 

unto  the  pro¬ 
phets. 


*4  Bat  wo  un¬ 
to  yon  that  are 
ikh !  tor  ye  hare 
received  your 
{bofiriation. 


aj  Wo  unto 
yen  that  it  full ! 
for  ye  tall  hun¬ 
ger.  Wo  unto 
you  that  laugh 
f Anw !  for  ye  tall 
noun  and  weep. 


%6  Wo  unto 
you  when  all  men 
tall  fpeak  welt 

of 


■ 
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bleffed,  whole  outward  circumflances  are  now  affli&ivs 
on  my  account;  and  whole  inward  grief  and  mourning 
far  fin,  and  for  the  dllhonour  done  to  my  name,  are  AiU 
more  touching  to  you :  For  ye  (ball  have  fecret  conlbla- 
tions  to  fweeten  thefe- troubles;  and  in  a  little  time  e- 
verlalting  joy  aud  gladnefs  (ball  be  upon  your  beads, 
and  all  your  forrow  and  fighing  (hall  flee  away. 

22  Once  more,  Blefled  are  ye,  even  when  the  wic¬ 
ked  of  the  earth  (hall  be  full  of  enmity  and  (pite  again  ft 

Jrou,  and  refufe  to  have  any  fociefy  with  you  in  civil  or 
acred  concerns ;  and  when  they  (ball  load  yon  with  in* 
famousflanders,  as  if  ye  were  tbe  moftdeteftablc  wretches 
on  earth,  and  (hall  pals  unrighteous  decrees  againft  you, 
merely  for  your  faithful  adherence  to  the  true  Mefliab. 

2  3  Think  of  thefe  things  as  your  glory :  Rejoice* 
and  be  exceeding  glad,  that  ye  are  counted  worthy  to 
fuffer  (hame  for  my  name's  take :  For  obferve  what  1 
fay,  heaven  will  make  you  a  rich  and  everlafting  amends 
for  all  your  tribulations  in  this  world.  And  ye  are  here* 
in  only  the  brethren  and  companions  of  the  belt  men 
that  ever  lived  upon  earth :  For,  in  former  days,  tbe  an* 
ceftors  of  thefe  wicked  perfecutors  ufed  the  molt  famous 
prophets,  and  holy  men  of  God,  in  the  like  barbarous 
manner;  and  as  ye  have  fellow  (hip  with  them  in  their 
fufferings,  ye  (halt  Ukewife  be  partakers  of  their  glory* 
24  But,  on  the  contrary,  Dreadful  is  the  calc  of  thofe 
among  you,  whether  ye  profefs  to  be  my  difciples  or  not, 
w  ho  arc  rich  in  your  own  conceits,  felf-opinionated  and 
felf-righteous;  and  who  truft  in  the  riches  of  this  world, 
as  if  your  happinefs  lay  in  them  ;  For  ye  already  have 
your  all ;  and  as  your  confolation  is  more  imaginary  than 
real,  and  there  will  be  none  after  it,  it  is  but  a  milerable 
portion.  . 

25  Wo  unto  thofe  of  you,  that  are  fo  full  of  your* 
felvea,  and  of  creature-comforts,  35  to  defire  nothing 
better  1  For  ye  (hall  hereafter  be  entirely  deftitute  of  e~ 
very  thing  that  is  good ;  and  your  eager,  painful  appe¬ 
tites  for  nzppinds  (hall  never  be  farisfied.  Wo  unto 
thofe  of  you,  that  now  fpend  your  days  In  jollity,  mirth, 
and  pleafure,  are  ftrangers  to  godly  forrow,  and  indulge 
yourfelves  in  fenfual  delights !  For  ail  your  joy  (hall 
foon  be  turned  into  bitter  mourning,  weeping,  wailing, 
and  gnaftiiog  of  teeth,  for  ever. 

26  And  a  heavy  wo  lies  upon  tbofe  of  you  who,  pre¬ 
ferring  the  apphufe  of  men  to  tbe  favour  of  God,  tem¬ 
porize  and  ftick  at  nothing  to  gain  the  good-will  and 
good  word  of  every  man,  ana  ftudy  to  accommodate 
yourfelves  to  their  lulls  and  paffions,  that  they  may  flat¬ 
ter 


Ch.vi. 

of  you !  for  fi> 
did  thrir  btlun 
id  the  f»Ut  pro* 
phcu. 


17  But  1  &f 

onto  you  which 
bear,  l(W  your 
ernmb,  do  good 
to  them  which 
lute  you, 


•Tbe 


<>X 


>8  BU6  them 
that  oirfc  you> 
and  pay  for  then 

that  ddpdttfiiUy 
ufe  foiL 


19  And  unto 
him  that  faiitcth 
thee  on  the  cw* 
cheeky  offer  alfo 
the  other  \  and 
htm  thiit  taketh 
smy  thy  cloak, 
forbid  not  to  take 
tbj  coat  alio. 


30  Ottc  to  c- 

rtry  man  tint 
afketb  of  thee ; 
and  of  him.  that 
taketh  away  thy 
foods,  ilk  them 
Turt*g&L 


3*  And  u  ye 

woqLl  that  men 
fbouU  do  to  you, 

do 


ter  ynu|  as  ye  do  them !  For  it' was  by  tbefemkans  that 
men,  in  former  ages,  were  generally  brought  to  cards 
hypocritical  and  falfe  prophets,  more  than  the  true  and 
faithful  fervants  of  God. 

27  But  to  proceed ;  I  fay  unto  every  one  of  you  that 
hear  me  preach.  Do  nor  coniine  your  love,  as  ye  have 

been  taught  by  the  rabbles,  to  your  own  countrymen, 
friends,  and  relations,  nor  to  thofeof  your  own  religion} 
but  bear  all  good-will,  even  to  your  enemies,  and  be  fi> 
juft  to  them  as  to  have  a-  due  efteem  of  every  thing  that 
is  valuable  in  them  or  done  by  them :  And  how  inveterate 
foever  they  may  be  again!!  you,  be  ye  fo  far  their  friends, 
as  to  da  wbat  in  you  lies  to  promote  their  happineft. 

28  Speak  as  well  as  you  can  of  them,  and  wifti  all 
good  to  them,  who  revile  and  imprecate  the  worft  of  e- 

vils  upon  you;  and,  in  ft  ead,  of  returning  their  injurious 
and  fpiteful  ulage,  recommend  them  to  the  mercy  of 
God,  begging  that  he  would  convince  them  of  their  i- 
niquities,  change  their  hearn,  and  forgive  them}  and 
that  he  would  reftrain  and  defeat  their  wicked  purposes, 
and  he  better  to  tbcm  than  they  are  to  you,  or  than  ye 
youifelvcs  can  be  to  them. 

29  And  if  the  violence  which  any  one  offers  be  as 
affronting  and  provoking  to  your  perron  t  u>  cuff  on 
the  ear  or  face,  and  as  injurious  to  your  property  as  ta¬ 
king  away  a  ufeful  garment^  rather  yield  to  his  repeat¬ 
ing  the  affront  ana  injury,  than  gratify  malicious  re- 
fentment  in  righting  yourfelf.  If  you  cannot  readily 
get  relief  by  legal  authority,  and  in  methods  becoming 
Chriftian  charity,  rather  1  offer  wrong,  than  leek  pri¬ 
nce  revenge,  or  than  indulge  a  litigious  quarrelfome 
temper  by  expenfive  and  tedious  law -nuts,  in  which  the 
remedy  may  be  worfe  than  the  difeafe. 

30  If  any  one,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  aiks  relief, 
and  you  are  well  fatisffed  be  is  In  want,  be  ready  to 
give  to  him  according  to  your  ability ;  and  if  any  honeft 
man  has  borrowed  your  money,  or  taken  your  goods 
upon  truft,  and  is  not  able  to  return  or  pay  for  them, 
donotarreft  the  pom  infolvent  debtor,  and  throw  h  im  in¬ 
to  prifon,  nor  be  fever  e'  in  demanding  what  cannot  be  had. 

31  And  let  this  be  the  general  rule  of  your  conduct 
toward  every  one,  in  all  fituarions  of  life,  Whatfocver, 
upon  ferrous,  cool  and  difinrerefted  conGder&tion,  ye 
would  think  to  he  fit  .and  reafonable,  in  equity  or  chari¬ 
ty,  in  honour  or  confrience,  for  others  to  do  or  refrain 
doing  to  you,  were  ye  in  their  circumftanccs,  and  they 


in 


NOTE. 

*  Thefe  feem  to  bar?  been  prsrtrbiil  expitffiot 
ptUAU  of  honour  utd  property. 


6  2  ■ 

ye  a  (To  to  them 
CiL^iTe, 


raph 
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31  For  tf  yc 
lore  them  which 
Jove  you,  *1^1 
thank  have  ye  ? 
fir  Hone n  love 
thofc  that  love 
them* 

33  And  if  y* 
do  Jgnod  to  [hem 
which  do  good  to 

Joii|  whai  [hank 
awe  ye?  for  fm- 
*£t?  alfo  do  even 

the  fame. 

3 if  And  if  ye 
kod  to  them  of 
vhnm  ye  liopr  to 
receive  ,  whzx 
vhuik:  have  ye? 
for  Jinivtrs  alfo 
lend  io  finDnr5,  to 

receive  as  much 
again. 


3£  But  love  ye 
your  enemies  , 
and  do  good*  and 
lend,  hoping  for 
nothing  again  : 
and  your  reward 
ftail  U- great,  and 

yc  ilialT  be  the 

children  of  the 

Hi  £  hr  A  :  for  he 
is  *ind  unto  the 
o u thank? i=t9  and 
to  the  eviL 


3$  Be  yt  ihcrf- 
fore  merciful, 
jour  Father  alfo 
is  merciful. 


37  |ud«enot, 

and 


wnat  ifi  mere  in  an  mis  trm  can  oe  or  any  acoou 

■■  ^ 

God  ?  Or  what  man  will  have  any  great  efteem 
or  think  himfelf  obliged  to  you  for  it?  For  tl 


in  your’s ;  put  yourfelves  into  their  place,  fo  as  to  make 
their  cafe  your  own,  and  do,  or  forbear,  the  very  fame 
things  to  them, 

32,  33,  34,  Thcfc  are  the  holy,  excellent  and  difiin- 
gu idling  duties  of  religion,  which  I  enjoin  upon  them 
that  would  be  my  dtfciples :  For  if  ye  only  return  love 
to  thofe  that  have  an  affection  for  you,  and  are  kind 
only  to  them  that  are  fb  to  you,  and  lend  only  to  them 
from  whom  ye  expe£t  to  receive  again  as  much  or  more, 
what  is  there  in  all  this  that  can  be  of  anv  account  with 

of  this, 
the  com¬ 
mon  principles  of  humanity  and  prudence,  of  gratitude 
and  juftice,  yea,  of  intereft  itfdf,  naturally  prompt  to 
thefe  things.  And  all  this  is  no  more  than,  generally 
fpeaking,  people  do,  who  know  nothing  of  God,  and 
have  no  confidence,  or  principle  of  religion  to  govern 
them.  It  is  no  more  than  is  done  by  the  very  heathens, 
nay,  by  the  publicans  themfelves,  who,  as  ye  your* 
fclves  judge,  fbnd  in  the  rank  of  the  worft  of  Gimers, 
and  are  fume  of  the  molt  fclf-iiuerefted,  covetous  and 
oppreflive  fort  of  men  io  the  world  \  and  they  do  all  this 
to  perfous  as  bad  as  themfelves.  If  therefore  ye  go  no 
further  than  this,  what  do  ye  more  than  others?  or  what 
are  ye  better  than  they? 

35  But  I  infill  upon  it,  as  ever  ye  would  be  my  dif- 
tiples  indeed,  That  ye  be  kind  even  to  fiich  as  injure 
you  ;  that  ye  do  good,  and  lend,  as  there  may  be  oc* 
cation,  to  them  from  whom  ye  can  reafooabiy  hope  for 
no  returns.  And  know  for  your  encouragemenr,  that 
w  hat  fo  ever  ye  thus  do  from  a  principle  of  faith  in  me, 
and  of  love  and  obedience  to  me ;  the  left  hope  ye  hare 
of  a  due  reward  from  men,  the  greater  fliali  be  your  re¬ 
ward  of  grace  from  God,  who  will  often  return  it  with 
large  incieafe  in  this  world,  and  will  certainly  remem¬ 
ber  and  own  it  to  vour  everlatting  advantage  in  the  next : 
And  ye  will  hereby  refemble,  and  fliew  yourfelves  to  be, 
the  children  of  your  heavenly  Father ;  for,  in  his  provi¬ 
dential  difpen  fat  ions,  he  is  merciful  and  good  ro  the  un¬ 
grateful  and  wicked,  as  well  as  to  the  thankful  and  holy. 

36  Let  it  therefore  be  your  higheft  ambition  and 
concern,  that  ye  may  have  grace  to  imitate  the  blefled 
and  glorious  God  himfelf,  as  children  of  his  own  like* 
nefis,  in  extending  your  beneficence  and  charity,  as  far 
as  pofftble,  to  all  forts  of  men,  whether  they  he  friends 
or  foes,  good  or  had. 

37  Moreover,  take  heed  of  rafhly  cenfuring  others, 
or  judging  ihcir  hearts  and  their  eternal  Hate :  And  do 

not 
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and  ye  (bill  not 
be  jodgcd;  coo- 
demn  ootf  and 

ye  (hall  hoc  be 

condemned  j  for* 
give*  and  ye  (ball 
be  forgiTca* 
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not  be  forward  to  aggravate  any  one’s  crime,  or  utterly 
condemn  him  in  doubtful  calcs,  or  for  a  tingle  act,  as 
ever  ye  would  not  be  judged  and  condemned  by  others, 
bv  the  great  God*  for  your  uucbaritableneft.  and 


jB  Girt,  and 
it  (hall  be  given 
unto  yon;  good 
meifure,  prefled 
down,  and  Ciafcea 
together ,  and 
tuoqtng  no , 
Hull  men  give 
into  your  bofom. 
For  with  (he 
fame  iDOttirtthat 
ye  mete  withal, 
it  Hull  he  rnca- 
fured  to  you  a- 
gain. 

39  And  be 
fpeke  a  parable 
uiud  them,  Cut 
the  blind  lad  the 
blind  ?  fheil  they 
not  both  fall  into 
the  ditch? 


40  The  difcl* 
pie  is  not  above 
hie  matter;  bat 

every 


for  taking  his  judgment  into  your  own  bands :  And  when, 
in  private,  penonai  affairs,  any  offend  you;  pot  the  mo  ft 
favourable  conftru£tion  on  their  conduct,  and  be  ready 
to  pafs  it  by*«$  ever  ye  defire  and  hope  for  forgivenefs 
from  thofe  whom  ye  yourfelvcs  may  di  (oblige ;  and  efpe- 
cially  from  God,  againft  whom,  in  many  things  >  ye  ail 
offend.  (Jam.  iii.  2.) 

38  And,  whenever  ye  are  called  ro  charitable  diftri- 
butions,  give  freely  and  liberally,  as  ye  are  able,  and 
as  need  requires;  and  God  will,  one  way  or  other,  re* 
turn  hlefEngs  upon  you,  either  in  kind  or  value,  with 
fuch  an  advantageous  overplus,  as  (hall  be  like  not  barely 
filling,  but  even  thru  fling  and  heaping  a  bufhel,  till  it 
runs  over :  For  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  a  pro* 
verbial  expreflion,  He  that  fonts  or  gives  fparmgly,Jball 
reap  or  receive  fparmgly ;  and  he  that  fetus  bountifully^ 
JbaU  alfo  reap  bountifully.  (a  Cor.  ix.  6.) 

39  Our  Lord  likewife  took  occalion  to  caution  the 
people,  under  the  coven  of  a  parable  f,  againft  ignorant 
and  falfe  teachers,  and  particularly  the  feribes  and  Pha- 
rifees ,  thofe  blind  guides,  and  to  warn  his  difdplcs  a- 
gainft  being  like  them ;  faying,  *(  If  one  blind  man 
leads  another,  what  can  be  expeded  but  that  they  both 
fhonld  fall  into  mifchief  Thereby  Intimating,  that  if 
any  ignorant  and  erroneous  preacher,  who  knows  not 
God  and  the  way  of  falvation,  pretends  to  teaeh  others, 
and  they  give  themfelves  up  to  his  guidance,  they  are 
all  in  the  otmoft  danger  of  falling  into  the  pit  of  de- 
ftru&ion,  and  of  perilhiflg  there  together ;  the  people 
without  excufe,  and  the  preacher  with  high  aggravations 
of  his  fin  and  mifery. 

40  'Whatfoever  difficulties  and  fufTcrings  therefore, 
fald  he,  may  attend  my  followers  in  obferving  and  com* 
municating  the  better  inftrudions  which  I  have  given, 
them  in  my  do&rine  and  example,  let  them  not  think 
much  at  it :  For  the  difciple  (hould  not  expeft  to  be  ex¬ 
empted  from  doing  what  his  mafter  doeth,  nor  from  fuf- 

fering 


N  o 

f  A*  parables  wot  Allied  to  prerent  pre¬ 
judices  asunft  the  truths  intended  by  tbcoi, 
and  to  iftr  op  inquiries  after  them,  (fee  the 
on  Mat*  aiii*  jOt  ^  Ciirifl  to  me  times 

fpake  by  them  for  gracious  infoWion  to 
Jiti  own  difcijdt*,  and  for  righteous  con¬ 
cealment  from  others  who  wilfully  (hut  thdr  ■ 
tyet  dcaier  light,  i Mat-  aii:.  iOj  r  r a 


T  E, 

1 3.  And  at  other  lime*  he  nfd  them,  vhen 
he  knew  that  plain  and  open  dccliratiims 
would  too  much  provoke  the  of  Sis 

heurtrs,  and  that  they  could  not  i»c  horne, 
Mark  iv*  33,  it  i«t  thb  icafmiih.it  he 

ietmj:  in  oli;  (he  p~ni>ic  l/  Sis  hii*d  tiJiHitg 

She 
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ewrf  one  that  Is 
perfect,  lhall  be 

iris  matter- 

4t  And  why 
fcchobteit  thou 
the  nxxf  chat  is 
$n  ihy  brother’s 
eve,  but  pcrcti* 
vrlt  wot  the  beam 
that  is  in  thine 
wa  eye? 
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feting  what  he  fubmitteth  to  j  but  the  higbeft  perfection 
of  a  riifciple  lies  in  his  being  like  bis  ro  after,  and  learn* 
ing  of  him. 

41  And  let  him  who  would  be  duely  qualified  to  in* 
ftruA  and  reform  others,  begin  firil  at  home :  For  how 
prepoflerous  and  unbecoming  is  it  for  any  of  yon  to  be 
quick* lighted  in  difeeming,  and  fevere  in  aggravating 
and  confuting,  even  the  fmaJleft  failings  of  others}  but, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  be  blind,  or  exceeding  favourable, 
to  your  own  more  heinous  crimes,  fo  as  to  overlook,  ex¬ 
tenuate,  and  excufe  them,  as  if  they  were  mere  trifles, 
or  there  were  no  harm  in  them  ? 


41  Either  how 
canft  thou  i\y  to 
thy  brother, 
ther,  la  me  putt 

out  the  mote  that 
is  in  rhiuc  eye, 
when  thou  thy- 
felf  bdwldcA  not 
the  bc'an  that  is 

in  thine  own  eye  ? 

Ill  uu  hypocrite, 
call  uut  firf I  the 
bedm  out  of  thine 
Own  eye ,  and 
then  fltak  them 
ftc  dearly  to  putt 
out  the  mote  that 
la  in  thy  brother's 
eye* 


43  For  a  good 
tree  bringeth  not 
forth  corrupt 
fruit  t  neither 
doth  a  corrdpt 
Btt  bring  forth 
good  fruit. 


44  For  every 
tree  is  known  by 
hi?  f'wn  fhrit :  for 
of  liionw  men  do 
uo;  gather  fiflt, 
twr  of  a  hnnnbLe- 

hnfli  biihd  they 

gtipetu 


4?  Or  bow  can  you  be  fit  to  correA  lefler  matters 
that  are  amifs  in  your  brother,  and  with  what  face  can 
you  attempt  it,  while  you  take  no  notice  of  your  own 
much  greater  faults ;  or,  if  you  are  confcjous  of  them, 
take  no  care  about  redreffing  them  ?  This  is-  the  grofieft 
hypocrify :  And  whatlbever  fiich  an  one  may  pretend  to, 
he  is  no  enemy  to  fin,  as  fuch  j  but  is  ratber  an  enemy 
to  his  brother,  than  to  his  fin  j  nor  is  be  like  to  da 
much  good  by  his  reproofs.  If  therefore  yon  would  aA 
a  wife,  and  upright,  and  a  fncctfsful  part  in  correAing 
and  inftruAing  others,  begin  firft  with  your  own  heart 
and  ways }  fee  that  they  be  purified  from  the  guilt  aud 
power  of  all  iniquity},  and  then  you  will  he  more  cap?* 
Me  of  reproving  and  directing  your  brother  with  judge¬ 
ment,  decency,  and  authority,  and  more  likely  to  fuc- 

cccd  in  it. 

43  For  every  man  is  good  or  bad,  according  to  his 
governing  principle ;  and  his  life  will  be  anfwerable  to 
it-  As  the  fruit  of  a  good  tree  is  excellent,  and  that  of 
a  bad  one  is  worth  Ids,  according  to  their  rcfpeAive 
kinds :  So  a  good  man  and  holy  miniflier,  whofc  heart 
is  renewed  by  grace,  brings  forth  the  genuine  fruits  of 
rtghteoufnelsinbis  life  and  doArine;  and  an  unrenew- 
ed  man  and  corrupt  mtnifter,  whole  principles  are  wrong, 
brings  forth  fruits  of  iniquity  and  lalfebood  in  his  con- 
verfation  and  minillrations ;  nor  can  the  contrary  m  this 
be  reafonably  expeAed  from  them  feverally. 

44  For  as  men  rightly  judge  of  the  nature  of  a  tree, 
by  the  fort  of  fruit  it  bears  5  fo  they  may  of  peoples  pre¬ 
vailing  thoughts  and  dtfpofitions,  by  their  tendencies 
and  effeAs.  For  as,  in  the  natural  and  vegetable  world, 
every  thing  produces  according  to  its  own  nature,  fig- 
trees  figs,  and  vines  grapes,  neither  of  which  can  grow 
upon  thorn- trees  and  bramble-bullies :  So,  in  the  fpiri- 
tual  and  moral  world,  gracious  and  boly  men  and  mi- 
nifters  bring  forth  fpi ritual  ahd  boly  words  and  aAions ; 

and 
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4S  A  good 

nun  out  of  the 
crtafbrc  of 
Lis  heart,  bring- 
tth  forth  that 

which  is  good ; 
mtd  an  evil  mao 
out  of  the  evil 
treasure  of  his 
lmrt  t  brinaeth 
tonh  that  ftnfch 
U  evils  for  of  the 
^Imiuhticc  of  ihe 
heart  bis  tuouth 
^cakcth. 


4 6  And  why 
cii]  ye  me  Lord, 
1  .ord,  and  du  not 
the  things  which 
i  %  ? 


47  Whofocvcr 
Cometh  to  '  me, 
and  htaieth  my 
hyiiip,  and  do- 
ab  them,  I  wiU 
(hew  yon  to  wliom 
he  is  like, 

43  He  is  like 
a  man  which  bulk 
an  hoofs ,  and 
digged  deep,  and 
hid  the  founda¬ 
tion  on  a  rock: 

and  when  the 
flood  arofe,  the 
Jticam  beat  vehe¬ 
mently  upon  that 
hotifc,  and  could 
r±ot  (hake  it;  for 

it  was  founded 
upoA  a  rock. 


49  But  he  that 
hea*- 

Vol.  H- 
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mid  un regenerate  carnal  men  cannot  product  fruits  o t 
jjghteoufridsin  their  lives  and  miniftry,  while  their  no* 
tions  are  corrupt  and  their  hearts  vicious. 

45  This  may  be  iuriher  illuftratcd  by  the  nature  of  a 

fountain.  As  a  clear  and  tweet  fpring  will  fend  forth 
clean  and  plealant  water ;  fo  the  man*  whole  heart  is  en* 
riched  with  ftores  of  fpiritual  knowledge  and  grace,  will 
bring  forth  fnch  things  in  his  life  as  are  favour y  and  e- 
difying,  and  well- plea Gng  in  God’s  fight:  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  a  filthy,,  muddy  fpring  will  fend  fortii 
foul  and  naufeous  Area  ms;  fo  a  gracelefs  man,  whole 
heart  is  full  of  vile  lufls  and  corrupt  affections,  will  vent 
fuch  things  as  are  ofFenfive  to  God,  and  injurious  to 
himfelf  and  others  i  For  mens  language  and  behaviour 
will  be  according  to  the  prevailing  thoughts  and  bias  of 
their  hearts.  ~ 

46  Now,  to  apply  all  this  to  yourfelves:  What  figm* 
fies  your  pretending  relation  to  me;  or  your  verbal  ac¬ 
knowledgements  of  me,  with  Teeming  refpeft,  as  your 
Lord;  or  your  loud  aridrefles,  with  fetming  eameftnefs 
and  importunity,  to  me  as  fuch ;  or  even  your  preaching 
in  my  name  to  others  ?  How  prepofterous  and  abfurd, 
how  vain  and  hypocritical,  is  all  this;  what  an  affront 
to  me,  and  whaia  cheat  upon  yourfelves?  Or  with  what 
face  can  ye  do  it,  or  what  good  ends  can  yc  ptopofe  to 
yourfelves  by  it,  if  at  die  fame  time  ye  do  not  receive 
me  and  my  words  into  your  hearts  by  faith,  nor  yield 
yourfelves  up  to  mine  authority,  nor  act  fu  it  ably  to  your 
profefBon  of  my  name  ? 

4 7,  48.  Hie  cafe  of  fincere  believers,  and  of  hypo* 
critical  profeflors,  may  be  fitly  reprefented  by  this  plain 
fimilitude:  Whoever  comes  by  faith  to  me,  attends  to 
my  do£bine,  and  heartily  falls  in  with  it,  that  he  may 
obferve  and  put  it  into  praftice;  he  is  like  a  careful,  pru* 
dent  man,  who,  being  to  build  an  houfe,  dug  away  the 
loofe  ground,  till  he  could  lay  its  foundation  upon  a  fo* 
lid  rock;  and  this  was  fuch  a  ftrengthenlng  to  it,  thi*t 
no  floods  or  ftorms  could  undermine  or  overfet  it*  Ha 
the  true  believer  cannot  farisfy  himfelf  with  notions  and 
profeflions  or  fuperficial  pretences  in  religion,  but  fearch* 
es  rill  he  find  a  fure  foundation  to  reft  upon ;  and  then 
builds,  by  a  praftica)  faith;  on  the  Rock  of  ages;  and, 
being  founded  on  this  Rodk,  no  temptations  or  terrors, 
perfections  or  dangers,  how  furioufly  focicr  they  may 
beat  upon  him  and  Drake  trim,  {hall  ever  be  ahlc  to  o- 
vertbrow  ami  ruin  him  in  his  fpiritual  and  crernal  con¬ 
cerns;  he  will  endure  to  the  end,  and  be  Lvah 

49  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  orly  jrives  my  word 

%  £  the 
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feeareth  and  docth 
co:,  is  like  a  man 
that  without  a 
fouutbnon  built 
an  Koutb  upon 
the  earrK 
*hidv  the  ft  ream 
did  heat  vebe  - 
ttieruly,  and  tm- 
medtaely  U  tell; 
1ml  tile  rtiifl  of 
that  hotiTc  was 
gjxat. 
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the  hearing*  and  takes  up  with  a  bare  profeflioQ  of  my 
more?  without  concerning  him felf  any  further;  he  is 
like  a  foolifti?  weak  roan,  who;  being  to  build  an  houfe* 
took  no  manner  of  care  about  its  foundation;  but  fet  it 
upon  loofe  or  faady  ground?  which  had  no  ftrength  or 
firrpncfc  in  it;  and  as  fooo  as  cwr  any  Rood  or  ftorm 
heat  upon  it?  down  h  fell  to  its  utter  min.  So  will  it 
be  with  the  hypocritical?  Jalfe  profrflorr  He,  having 
no  folid  fiippoit  for  his  pFerences  to  religion  or  his  hopes 
of  happinefs,  will  never  be  able  to  ftand  in  a  day  of  great 
trial ;  but  when  the  times  run  againft  him,  and  grievous 
perfections  befal  him  for  the  gofpel’s  fate,  he  will 
prove  a  (*A  apoltate  ir>  this  world,  and  periih  with  a 
vengeance  m  the  worH  to  come* 


RECOLLKCTIONS.' 

ffdw  ccTVfiffent  are  works  of  nreeffity  and  merey  with  the  CmdHfieatkm  of  a 
fabbath  to  the  Lord  1  and  vet  bow  vain  are  plea*  from  thence  again  ft  a  religious 
©bfervation  of  the  Lord’s  day  !  Christa  authority  is  a  futBcientamwerto  theemis 
of  own ;  hut  is  not  to  he  flretcbed  beyond  his  ddign.  He  knows  all  our  thoughts, 
and.  fees  when  any  one'a  eye  is  evil  bccaufc  his  is  good ;  and  we,  after  his  exam¬ 
ple,  fhouid  never  be  afraid  of  doing  good,  how  much  foerer  others  may  be  en¬ 
raged  at  tt,  or  how  malicioafiy  foever  they  ipa^r  reproach  us  for  it:  It  is  our  duty 
to  attempt  every  thing  that  he  commands  as,  in  hope  of  ftrength  from  him  to 
liable  us  to  perform  it ;  but  we,  like  him,  fboulct  give  ourfelves  to  prayer,  espe¬ 
cially  when  important  affairs  he  before  u$*  How  wonderful  and  effectual  are 
Ch rift’s  works  of  power  nod  mercy  !  They  are  bkflfcd  indeed,  whom  he  bldles  * 
but  they  muft  be  dreadfully,  miferable  that  fall  under  bis  wo  and  curfe*  O  what 
rich  advantages  will  the  faint  have  over  the  (Inner  in  the  other  world  ;  and  what 
a  wide  difference  is  there  In  their  rewards,hotv  much  foever  the  tinner  may  prof- 
per  and  the  faint  may  be  3 Sliced  here  !  And  autidft  all  the  trials  of  the  prelent 
how  beneficent  and  kind,  beautiful  and  excellent*  is  the  fpirit  and  detign  of 
Chriftiamty,  which  calls  us  to  **-  imitation  of  our  heavenly  Father?  in  his  010ft  a- 
miable  and  endearing  perfection*  and  operations,  to  forgive  injuries,  and  tg  over¬ 
tome  evil  with  good !  It  is  a  great  thing  to  bo  a  Chriflian  indeed ;  and  what  a  re* 
preweft  i*  it  for  pcrfbira  of  that  character,  not  to  do  more  than  others  toward  God, 
and  toward  enemies  as  well  as  friends  l  What  occalion  have  they  for  daily  humi¬ 
liation  and  repentance^  on  account  of  their  continual  fallings  fhort  of  the  glory  of 
God ;  and  what  need  of  daily  foypivene&fcr  daily  fins!  Were  we  more  feufible 
of  orurewu defects,  we  fUould  be  Ids  favere  in  oufomruret  of  othm  ;  but  holy  mcir 
are  thcfi&tcftand  moft  likely  to  beinkrumriitsof  promoting  hoUnefiui  thofc  about 
It  therefore  highly  concerns  ua  to  take  hted  whom  wr  hear  and  follow, 
autt  how  we  teach  and  lead ;  Our  chief  ambition  ibould  be  to  copy  after  Chrift ; 
and  if  we  are  but  conformed  to  him  in  his  hotineft,  we, frail  not  think  much  at 
being  To  in  his  fufferings,  The  great  end  of  hearing  hb  doctrine  is,  to  receive  it 
by  faith,  and  pradifc  it  in  evangelical  obedience:  For  true  religion  ttcgin&in  the 
Change  of  a  maiFs  heart;  and  the  only  way  of  others  judging  concerning  it,  is  by 
the  fruits  u  produces  in  his  lift.**  if  we  indeed  come  to  Chrift,  and  receive  him 
with  flich  a  faith  as  works  by  love,  we  reft  on  a  fare  foundation ;  and,  whatfo- 
ever  our  temptations  and  difficulties  may  we  fhaU  hold  on  and  hold  out  to 
our  eternal  farety  and  joy :  But  if  we  take  up  with  hypocritical  pretences,  ftdws, 
arid  forms,  without  the  power  of  irlijrfon,  wc  frail  certainly  miicai'iy  in  a  day  of 
trial,  to  our  ptefcut  frame  and  cvcrUlliaj:  nun* 


CHAT 


Ch .  vii . 


Tbe  EvangeRJt  Luke  paraphrafed. 


& 1 


C  H  A  P.  VIT. 

Chrijl  cures  the  centurion's  fervent*  i, — to .  Raifes  the  widow*  s  fort 
from  the  dead  at  Naiii,  1 i, — [8/  Jotm’j  mejfengers  to  Cbrifi^  and  his 
anfwer  to  them ,  19,-23-  His  account  of  John,  and  of  his  miniftry , 
24, — 30,  His  reproof  of  the  Jews  for  rejeSing  both  John  and  him- 
felf  3 1,— 55*  And  his  ilJitf  ration  of  Cod* s  free  forgivenefs^  with  its 
effeRSt  hy  tbe  fimilitude  of  a  forgiven  debtor f  36, — 50* 

Para  phrase* 

Now  wh«i  VfOW  when  our  Lord  had  finiftied  the  afore-mentiori- 
e  a  '  ^  ’  ed  difeourfe,  which  he  delivered  in  a  public  man* 

ner  to  his  difciples  and  abundance  of  other  people  then 
prefent,  he  went  to  Capernaum^  the  place  of  his  molt 
ufual  refidence* 

2  And  at  this  city  there  was  a  fervant  of  a  certain 
Roman  captain  over  an  hundred  foMiers,  who  was  much 
efteemed  by  bis  mailer,  and  lay  dan ge foully  Tick  of  a 
palfy,  {Mat.  viii.  6.)  juft  upon  the  point  of  death*  and 
pa  ft  all  hope  of  recovery  by  any  human  means. 

3  And  when  the  captain  heard  of  Ch  rift’s  miracles, 
and  of  his  arrival  at  that  place,  he  believed  that  this 
wonderful  Perforr  could  heal  his  fervant:  But,  being 
himfelf  a  Gentile ,  and  a  Roman  officer,  thought  it  might 
be  too  prefumptuous'to  go  in  perfon  aotl  afk  filch  a  fa* 
vour;  and  therefore,  in  leftitnotiy  of  his  own  humility, 
and  great  refpefl  to  Jcfus,  he  got  fome  of  the  JewiJb 
elders,  men  of  character,  to  go  to  him,  and  eameftly 
intreat  that  he  would  come  to  his  houfe  and  cure  his 
lick  fervant*  (Sec  the  note  on  Mat,  viii*  5,  6-) 

4  Accordingly,  when  thefe  me  (lingers  came  to  our 
blefted  Lord,  they  were  very  urgent  with  him  to  gratify 
the  centurion  ;  and,  to  enforce  his  requeft,  faid  for  him, 
what  he  never  would  have  laid  for  himfelf,  viz.  Thac 
he  was  worthy,  not  only  of  regard  from  the  Jewifb  na¬ 
tion,  who  were  highly  indebted  to  him;  but. even  of 
ChrilPs  kindeft  notice,  as  if  he  were  obliged  to  £bew 
him  this  favour ; 

5  For,  fay  they,  though  he  be  a  Roman  officer,  yet  he 
has  a  great  afft£tion  for  us  fen/s^  and  for  our  religion  f  ; 
and,  in  teftimony  of  his  faith  in  the  God  of  Ifraett  he 
himfelf  has,  at  his  own  proper  colt  and  charges,  built 
us  a  Synagogue  for  divine  worfhip. 

6  Then  Jcfus,  who  loves  to  erfeourage,  and  grant  the 

E  2  requefls 

E. 

b 

relates  to  Ms  rtfpedt  to  their  above  all  other 
nations,  though  k  r^ivuoi  W  fuppolvd  il.jt 
he  li;d  an  cltnnj  Tor  cvciy  mur.  idu.d  ptilon 
aruorg 


Text* 

O  W  when 
he  had  end¬ 
ed  all  his  layings 
in  the  audience  of 
che  popple,  ho 
entered  into  Ca¬ 
pernaum* 

1  And  a  cer¬ 
tain  centurion's 
fervint,  who  was 
dear  unto  him> 
wasftcfc,  and  rea¬ 
dy  10  die. 

3  And  when 
lie  heard  of  Jefu$T 
he  fent  unto  him 
the  elders  of  the 
Jews,  hdccriiing. 
him  that  he 
would  come  and 
heal  his  ftmni* 


4  And  when 
they  came  to  Jc» 
fus,  they  befuught 
him  inftadtJy , 
laying,  That  he 
was  worthy  for 
whom  be  mould 
do  this ; 


J  For.  he  lo  - 
veih  our  nation, 
and  he  hath  built 
us  a  fynagpguc. 


«  Then 


JdiiS 

weoc 


NOT 

f  He  probably  had  acquainted  himfelf 
with  tbe  Uw  and  tbe  prophet*  whtfft  he  li¬ 
ved  among  the  and  from  thence  had 

conceived  a  good  opinion  ot  them  as  the 
pejp!e  of  Godj  and  his  k  lifir  ttxfx# 


i  WUti 


69 

went  with  them. 
And  when  he 
Jiuw  nut  far  from 
rhe  home  t  the 
cent  nr:  an  tint 

friend*  to  hun, 
living  unto  him, 
Lordt  trouble  nut 
ihyfdf :  for  I  am 
not  worthy  that 
thon  IlLiiDliidt 
ruler  under  my 
toof; 


t  Wherefore 
r either  thought  I 
my  let  f  worthy  io 
otitic  tut<f  thee : 
but  lay  ia  i  word, 
and  my  ftrvant 
IhaLi  be  heakd. 


S  For  I  alio 
am  a  man  fet  uu- 
dor  nithority,  ha- 
under  me 
fiddier?  ;  ud  1 
f  iy  unto  one.  Go, 
anil  he  goeth ; 
*ud  to  another. 
Cone,  and  he 
Ctimeth ;  and  to 
my  fervant*  Do 
(his,  and  he  do* 
tth  it, 

9  When  Je  - 

ftl£  heard  tnclc 
things,  he  nur- 
ttllcd  at  him  , 
and  turned  Mm 
about,  and  IUk] 
unto*  tilt  people 

t  b;-  E  folia  wed 

him,  1  fay  unto 
you,  I  hare  not 
found  io  (treat 

faith. 


The  Kvangdifi  Luke  paraphrafid •  Ch*  vii. 

requefts  of,  humble  fouls,  readily  went  with  the  meften* 
gerc,  io  order  to  his  working  the  cure  for  which  they 
came  to  him  :  And  as  foon  as  the  centurion  heard  of  his 
couHcfcenfion  and  grace  in  coming  with  fuch  a  Hlciign 
toward  his  houfe,  he  (lill  humbled  himfelf  yet  more  and 
more,  and  fem  other  friends  to  meet  him  in  the  way; 
and  th?Yj  perforating  the  centurion,  faid,  Lord,  It  is 
too  much  for  tbcc  to  give  thyfelf  the  trouble  of  coming 
home  to  me:  I  am  far  from  in  lifting  upon  this;  for, 
whur-ver  kind  things  others  may  (ay  of  me,  I  am  a  poor 
GentlU  firmer,  who  cannot  but  think  myfetf  utterly  un¬ 
worthy  of  being  honoured  with  thy  pretence  in  myhoufe* 

7  This  thought  prevented  me,  orherwife  I  had  cer¬ 
tainly  waited  in  jwrfon  upon  thee;  and  I  much  more 
count  myfdf  unworthy  of  thy  coming  unto' me:  Betides, 
I  am  well  fnisfittl  that  there  is  no  need  of  thy  (looping 
thus  far  to  fuch  a  poor  (infill  wretch  as  I  am,  in  order 
to  thy  anfwering  my  requeft;  but  that,  wherefoever  tbou 
art,  if  thou  wilt  only  give  the  word  of  command,  my 
fervanr  lhalj  be  as  dfcttually  recovered  as  if  thou  were 

corporally  prefent  with  him. 

8  For  even  1,  (*ru  **/>  **s)  a  mean,  pettv  officer,  hqve 
fuch  authority  over  my  band  of  ibldiers,  tfiat,  whenever 
I  give  the  word  of  command,  rhey  readily  obey  me,  and 
go  and  come,  and  do  this  and  the  other  bufittefs,  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  appointment,  whether  lam  prefect  or  not: 
How  much  more  emit  thou,  who  cxercifeft  abfoiute 
power  f  in  the  way  of  thy  working,  tike  the  Sovereign 
Lord  of  ficknefs  and  health,  life  and  death,  fee u re  obe* 
riicnce  to  thy  orders ;  fo  that  all  diflempers  mu  ft  come 
and  go  at  thy  command,  wbcuever  thou  pleafeft,  and 
wherever  thou  art  f 

9  When  Jefus  heard  thefe  uncommon  expreffions  of 
the  centurion’s  faith,  attended  with  fuch  profound  re¬ 
verence  and  humility;  though  he  could  not  but  know  it 
beforehand,  being  himfelfthe  author  of  it,  he  feemed 
as  if  he  were  mightily  furpriled  at  it,  as  people  ufe  to 
be  at  rare  and  unexpected  events:  And,  turning  to  the 
company  that  were  going  along  with  him,  he  ipake  of 
it  to  them  in  terms  of  high  admiration  ami  applaufc,  fay¬ 
ing,  to  the  centurion’s  honour,  and  the  reproach  of  the 

I  have  not  met  with  any  inftantc  of  fo  remarkably 
eminent  and  humble  a  faith  before,  no,  not  among 

God’s 


N  0 

t  When  wt  obfcrve  |^v  t^c 

®f  the  centurion  an  fiver  rn  what  he  may  he 

lhpiiofel  to  have  tcad*  t!:c  fovsn.ljrn 

dominion  that  was  pecuiiaiSv  ^ferihrd  the 
God  of  Ljftich  in  ordering  to 

iivi  c&ptw  hb  pLufri-Cj  (/Ap*.  vii. 


T  E. 

xitxii,  3c  r  Saw.  i;»  tf.)  wc  can  Intdly 
Ibr'ietr  thinking  1 1  ill  he  believed  in  Chritf, 

a*  y  divine  Prnbn,  who  could  fend  or  take 
otf  dlttarnpcri,  \ti  a  foYC  rrigri  m inner,  hjr 
Ilia  h^n  word,  whenever  he  plcaicd* 

t** 


Ch.  vit. 

faith,  no  not  in 


to  Aad  they 
that  were  fent, 
returning  to  the 

houlc,  itjurnj  the 
Servant  H-liole 
that  bsd  been 

fick. 

)  j  And  it  came 
in  pais  the  day 
iftvr ,  ihai  he 
ueu t  into  a  city 
olkd  Naln;  and 
many  of  hisdif- 
<\pla  vent  viih 
htt?i,  and  much 

n  Now  vheu 
he  came  nigh  to 
the  gate  01  the 
city  ,  behold  , 
there  was  a  dud 
man  carried  diu, 
the  only  Jon  of 
his  mother!  and 

ihc  a  widow; 
and  much  people 
of  iLc  dtp  was 
vrkh  her. 

tf  And  when 
the  Lord  law  her, 
he  had  crnnpa£ 
dun  on  her*  and 
liid  unto  her , 
W«p  not, 

14  And  he 
came  ;ind  touched 
the  biert  (and 
they  that  hire 
him  flood  Hill :) 
and  he  Haiti  , 
Young  man,  I 
lay  unto  ihee , 
A  rife* 

15  And  he 
that  was  dead, 
(it  up,  and  be* 
gan  w  fpeafc  ; 
and  he  ddiTcml 
him  to  hi*  mo¬ 
ther 

rtf  And  there 
nmc  a  fear  on 
all :  and  tbeyglo* 
riGtd  Cod,  lay* 
ing,  That  a  great 
prophet  is  rifcn 

op 


7 he  Evangel! ft  Luke  paraph  rafted,  £  9 

God’s  own  covenam*peopIc  the  I/raclites  themfelvcs,  as 
h 2$  now  been  mimifefted  by  this  Gentile  officer,  from 
whom  there  was  little  room  to  expe£t  any  at  all. 

10  And  as  Chrift  thus  commended*  16  he  gracionfly 
owned  and  anfivered,  his  faith,  (Mat.  viiu  13*);  for  as 
foon  as  the  centurion's  friends  returned  home>  they 
found  his  fervant  perfectly  recovered  from  his  late  dan¬ 
gerous  difeafe. 

n  As  Jefus  ahvays  went  about  doing  good,  fo  the  next 
clay  he  turned  his  cotirfe  to  a  certain  town  called  Itfain9 
in  the  outward  border  of  Jjfachar  toward  Samaria ;  and 
feveral  of  his  difciplcs,  with  great  multitudes  of  other 
people,  accompanied  him  thither, 

l  a  Now  as  he  approached  the  entrance  into  the  town, 
obferve,  a  remarkable  opportunity  offered  for  difplaying 
his  divine  power:  He  met  with  a  dead  man,  whom  the 
Jews*  according  to  their  cuftam,  were  carrying  upon  £ 
bier  to  bury  him  in  a  place  out  of  the  city;  and  whom, 
being  the  only  fon  of  a  widow,  flic,  with  a  great  com* 
pany  of  her  friends  and  neighbours,  were  attending  to 
his  funeral. 

13  When  therefore  the  Lord  Jefus  Taw  the  tender 
mother  bitterly  lamenting* the  iofe  of  her  fon  +,  he,  of 
his  own  mere  goodnefs,  without  any  one’s  fpeaking  to 
him,  was  moved  with  compaflion  towards  her » and,  re¬ 
viving  in  hunfeif  what  to  do,  fpoke  in  a  friendly  man* 
ner  to  her,  faying,  Do  not  take  on  at  this  mournful 
rate  for  the  death  of  your  £on. 

14  Upon  whkh  they  that  carried  the  corpfe  made  a 
ftop  to  fee  whritjpfus  intended  to  doj  and  he,  coming 
up,  laid  his  hands  upon  the  bter  on  which  the  dead  bo¬ 
dy  lay;  and,  with  the  majefty  and  authority  of  a  God* 
fairf.  Young  man,  I  command  thee  to  get  up. 

15  As  foon  as  Jefus  had  uttered  thefe  words,  the 
dead  man,  inftandy  fifing,  fit  upon  the  bier,  and  began 
to  fpeak,  in  the  audience  of  the  people,  as  if  nothing 
had  ailed  him:  And  Chrift  reftored  him  to  his  mother 
alive  and  well,  that  he  might  be  a  comfort  to  her,  and 
that  every  one  might  he  fully  fatisfied  of  his  being  truly 
raifeil  from  the  dead, 

16  And  all  the  company  write  ft  ruck  with  awful  fear 
and  wonder,  to  fee  a  dead  man  immediately  recovered 
to  life  by  a  fovercign  word  of  command:  And,  being 
convinced  that  nothing  lefs  than  rhe  power  of  Gdd  him- 
fclf  was  in  it,  they  broke  out  into  thankful  and  admi¬ 
ring  praifes,  faying,  An  extraordinary  prophet,  even  tho 

great 

NOTE. 


f  He  probably  had  been  the  chief  Support  and  comfort  of  her  widowhood. 


Tlx  EuangeUfl  L  u  kf.  faraphrafed.  Ch.  vji. 


up  among  us  ■; 
aiuJ,  'i'hdf  God 
hail)  yKitod  his 
people. 


\y  Andchurn- 
Tuouridhim  wnt 
fortii  throughout 
sli  jndea,  and 
throughout  all 
the  region  round 
aboi;L 

1 8  And  the 
difripk?  of  John 

fhesveri  him  of  all 
thej’e  thiols. 


19  And  John 
railing  unro  him 

two  of  his  dhVi- 
pics  1  frnt  tketn 
unto  Jefus,  fay¬ 
ing,  Ait  thou  he 
rhiit  flfcouldcome? 
or  look  we  for  1- 
n  01  her? 


%o  When  the 
men  were  come 
unto  him,  They 
faid,  John  the 
Eaptifl  hath  fcnc 
n t  unto  fbw,  fay- 
ing,  An  tIiou  he 
th't  Qioiif J  cwme? 
or  L^k  we  for  a- 
nothcr  ? 

ft  t  Aodin  that 
fame  hour  he  co¬ 
in'd  n.any  of  their 
inbruiii  ICS-  and 
plagues,  and  uf 
evLt  Spirits:  and 
unto  many  that 
were  Mind  he 


great  Mdliah  himfelf,  whom  we  expefled,  is  come  a- 
mongft  us,  (John  vk  14+)*  and  God  at  length  (tn*-*4ara) 
has  looked  upon  his  people  f/ra^l  m  much  mercy,  to  re¬ 
deem  them  from, all  their  troubles.  {Chap,  i,  fib*) 

17  And  this  miracle  was  fb  evident  unexception¬ 
able,  and  divine,  that  it  could  not  be  concealed  or  de¬ 
nied  ;  hut  the  report  of  it  was  fpread  to  Chart's  honour, 
ami  became  the  fubjeft  of  common  conversation  far  and 
near,  through  the  whole  province  of  Jvdea7  and  all  the 
countries  on  every  fide  that  bordered  upon  it. 

18  Among  others,  there  were  fome  difdples  of  John 
the  Baptiftf  who,  framing  to  be  concerned  for  his  cre¬ 
dit!  and  envious  of  Chart's  growing  reputation,  went  to 
their  m after  in  prifon,  and  told  him  all  that  they  had  feen 
or  heard  of  this  and  other  wonderful  miracles,  that  they 
might  have  his  opinion  about  him  who  wrought  them* 

19  And  as  John  had  all  along  dire&ed  his  difciples 
to  Chart,  fo  he  was  defiroua  to  have  matters  further 
cleared  up  and  confirmed  to  them  concerning  him:  And 
therefore.  Tingling  out  two  of  them,  who  might  be  de¬ 
pended  upon  as  faithful  wi indies,  he  ordered  them  to 
go,  as  from  himfdf,  to  Jefus,  and  alt  him  this  plain  tjue- 
ft  ion.  Whether  he  was  indeed  the  Meftiah, 

who,  according  to  ancient  prophecy*  fhould  come  into 
the  world;  or  whether  they  were  to  expe£t  any  other 
perfon  under  that  chara&er?. 

20  Accordingly,  when  the  two  meffengers  came  to 
Jefus,  they  told  him,  John  the  Baptifi  had  fern  them 
to  defire,  that  be  woul<LpIeafe  to~T»ti$fy  them,  whether 
he  was  indeed  the  ptiJfeifed  Mrifiah,  whom  they  ex¬ 
pected  to  come  into  tbe  world;  or  whether  they  were 
lUU  to  wait  for  the  appearance  of  fome  other  ? 

21  And,  at  the  very  inftant  of  their  arrival,  Jefus 
was  working  and  went  on  to  work  many  miracles,  in 
healing  all  forts  of  difeafes,  carting  devils  out  of  perfons 
that  were  po  tie  fled,  and  reftoring  fight  to  the  blind,  and 
to  do  other  at Is  of  mercy  and  power  that  were  prophe* 
Bed  of  a3  to  be  particularly  performed  by  the  Meftiah, 


gave  fight,  f //Ei. 

NOTE. 

1  It  ts  horrid  arid  ridicnlouF  in-  tiMbns  that  inlild^  have  of  Chrifl  wert  true, 

flttul  of  arguing  *  for  any  infidels  to  iufitnt-  how  could  he,  corning  bv  as  a  flr.mgri\ 
are,  without  the  tail  fruncblion,  again!!  the  know  better  than  alt  the  yoiuig  min's  own 
phuiiell  matter  of  latl,  as  it  this  young  man  Acquaintance,  that  he  only  in  a  lerhargy  ? 
uas  pot  really  dead,  but  was  only  in  a  fort  Or,  11  he  fancied  fbeh  a  thing,  bo«  could  iie 
of  lethargy  :  For  bis  met  her  and  other  rrta-  itU  that  lie  wopld  awake  out  of  it  jull  ar  ihc 
tions  and  friend*  certainly  believed  hin\t*j  be  minute  when  he  fhould  touch  the  bier  and 
dead;  and  he  being  an  only  ihu,  for  whom  fpwk  to  him  ?  And  uhy  Ihnbld  hcT  of  hk 
llierc  ib  much  lamentation,  we  may  be  own  accord,  hazard  his  reputation  fb  far,  as 
lute  they  would  never  have  attempted  to  hq-  to  offer  to  raijc  him  to  life,  upon  fuch  nn- 
Hf  had  there  been  the  UaU  ground  of  likely  fuppolit ions  in  hi*  owh  mind  ? 
Jhijdriop  to  iJic  funtrcry.  'ttdidci,  if  ihf  |  CbriA 


7» 


Cb.  vii. 


Then  Jefu* 
atifwering ,  laid 
onto  dign,  Go 
your  *'ayt  and 
till  John  *b*t 
things  yc  hare 
Ictn  and  heard; 
how  thnt  the 

Mind  tec the 
lame  w; iifc,  the 
kpiTS  arc  dcjtu- 
fed,  the  deaf  hear* 
die  dead  ere  rai¬ 
led  ;  to  the  pour 
the  golpeL  is 
preached* 

a  3  And  blrf&d 

is  he  whomever 
{halt  not  be  of* 
fvtjJed  in  nid. 


The  Evangel} ft  Luke  paraphrafed . 

{Ifa*  xsrv*  j,  6 *  sind  1st.  I.) 

22  Then,  turning  to  the  meffengers,  he  ordered 
them  to  go  ba?k  to  Jobu^  am!  tell  him  all  that  they 
themfdves  had  been  eye  and  ear  witneCcs  ofj  as  certain 
proofs  of  his  being  the  true  Mclfiah;  particularly,  that 
he  opened  the  eyes  of  the  blind,  made  the  lame  to  walk, 
cleanfed  lepers,  restored  the  deaf  to  their  hearing,  and 
even  raifrd  the  dead  to  life  again*  that  he  did  all  thefe 
in  a  fovercign,  godlike  manner,  barely  with  a  touch  or 
a  word,  according  to  his  own  will  *  and  that  the  gofpe), 
for  the  confirmation  of  which  he  wrought  thefe  mira¬ 
cles,  was  preached  to,  and  moftty  received  by,  the 
poor  of  this  world,  and  was  heartily  embraced  by  meek 
and  humble  fouls* 

23  And  to  all  this  our  Lord  further  added.  He,  and 
he  only,  is  happy,  and  lhall  be  fo  for  ever,  who  is  not 
prejudiced  againlt  me;  nor  rejects  me  by  unbelief;  nor 
is  afhamed  to  own  me,  on  account  of  my  fpintual,  feif* 
denying,  and  holy  dcclrine,  or  the  meannefs  of  my 
appearance  aud  followers,  or  the  envy  of  mine  enemies, 
and  the  like. 


14  And  When 

tlit  roefleiiflers  of 
John  were  depart¬ 
ed  t  he  began  10 
fjiuk  diho  the 
people  concern- 
isg  John,  What 

cent  yr  out  1010 

t\n  wildernete  for 

to  tec  ?  a  reed 
[lukeo  with  the 
wind  l 


t%  But  what 
ueot  ye  out  for 
to  fee:  A  mao 
clothed  in  lbftr 

r.imcdtj  Behold, 
they  which  are 
guigeoully  appa- 

railed)  wd  live 


24  When  John's  difciples  were  gone  back  to  him  ^ 
with  this  anfwcr,  Jefus  began  to  fpeak  to  the  common 
people  with  high  commendation  of  him  and  of  his 
mimfiry,  faying,  What  end  dkl  ye  propofe  to  yourfelvca 
in  (locking  after  John*  when  he  preached  and  baptized 
in  the  defert  ?  Did  ye  follow  him  for  nothing?  Or  did 
ye  go  to  fee  and  hear  a  whim  fical  man  talking  backward 
and  forward,  in  the  teftimony  he  gave  to  me  ?  If  fo, 
this  was  mere  trifling  indeed,  like  running  to  fee  a  reed 
fliaken  to  and  fro  with  the  wind;  But  he  certainly  was 
another-guds  perfbn ;  his  doctrine  was  important,  and 
always  the  fame ;  and  you  ought  to  have  been  ftecilali  in 
your  adherence  to  it. 

2  j  Whar  was  it  then  that  yc  followed  him  for  ?  Did 
yecxpe&  to  meet  with  a  man  appearing  in  all  the  pomp, 
luxury,  and  gaieties  of  this  world,  that  ye  might  gratify 
your  curiofiry  with  fuch  a  fight?  Or  dkl  ye  go  to  hear 
him,  and  to  be  baptized  by  him,  in  purfuit  of  temporal 
honours  ?  This  was  as  foolifh,  as  it  was  unworthy:  For 
a  man  of  fiich  a  character,  and  promoting  iuch  views, 

was 


NOTES* 

+  Chrfft  did  not  fpeak  the  fiJWio£  liberty?  fc,  for  J&e  vtafont,  he  nughi  «fc- 
tliingi  in  the  hearing  of  yabn'i  difdptc^i  left  Set  thte  commend  at  t^n  oi  him  riU  the  ir>d- 
he  ihotiU  teem  to  flatter  or  to  puff  tenders  mere  ^e;  B&d  tfo  n  driivci  it  to  the 

up  hi*  pride, "  or  to  compliment  him  into  people,  10  p^tiu  fli  iit^gindutns  *is  -f 
in  adherence  to  his  former  icftiroony  to  Jtbn  vm  warning  in  his  former  opinion, 
him  (elf.  Ah  to  avoid  all  fufpictoui  of  this  and  had  tent  the  twodilripleSonrii^vrraiKl 
kind,  he  held  no  rorrdpuudeoce  with  jWw  for  hif  own  r-iihir  ih^n  iiicir 

Ji  priioo,  nor  did  any  thing  to  tea  'him  at  tout  bit  bring  ihe  ChriJt. 
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dflicjrdy,  arc  in 
courts* 

0 


i6  Buf  what 
tfcut  ye  cut  for 
to  ice  ?  A  pro¬ 
phet  ;  Yea ,  I  fay 

unto  you  f  &nd 
much  more  tlim 
a  prophet 


it  This  U  he 
of  whom  >1  was 
'written,  Behold, 
1  fend  my  mef- 
fouler  hctiKC  thy 
late,  which  Aialt 
prepare  thy  way 
before  thee- 

1 8  For  X  fty 
Unto  you }  AoicMig 
rl>ofe  that  arc 

horn  of  uumtn, 
there  is  not  a 
greater  prophet 
than  John  the 
Baptift :  but  he 
that  it  kaft  in  the 
kingdom  nfGod, 
is  greater  than  he. 


A  fid  all  the 
people  that  heard 
A/e rs  and  the  pub¬ 
licans  *  jurtifari 
God,  being  bap* 
liLed  unh  the 
btiptiim  of  John : 


30  Bpt  the 
Flturilc^  and 
lawyers  rejected 
the  cofinkl  of 
God  again  ft 
themlelvetj  hdny 
not  baptized  u  t* 
him* 

3*  And  the 
I<orrJ  laid,  Where- 
unto  then  (halt  { 
liken  this  gene- 
ration  1  and  to 
what  arc  they 
like  ? 
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was  to  be  expe&ed  in  a  royal  court  \  and  would  have 
appeared  in  another  fort  of  place,  and  made  another 
fort  of  figure,  than  John  did. 

z6  If  then  it  was  not  with  fuch  expectations  as  thefe, 
What  was  it  that  ye  went  out  after  him  for?  Was  it  to 
hear  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  ?  This  I  know  ye  then 
thought  him  to  be,  and  yc  thought  right:  For  I  tell  you, 
that  he  was  indeed  a  prophet,  font  from  God  to  reveal 
his  mind  and  wtU,  and  to  tell  you  things  to  come;  yea, 
he  did  more  than  any  of  the  prophets  that  went  before 
him,  as  he  plainly  pointed  out  the  MelTtah  bimfelf,  and 
flie wed  him  to  the  people  as  already  prefent  among  them* 

17  So  great  a  man  was  John  in  his  office,  that  he  is 
the  very  perfon  of  whom  the  Jehovah  of  Ijrail  faid, 
{Mat*  hi,  1.)  Behold)  /  will  find  my  mtjfinger  before  the 
Mcffiah’s  face,  as  his  immediate  harbinger,  to  tell  the 
Jewsoi  his  heing  juft  at  hand,  and  to  turn  their  eyes  to* 
ward  him  that  they  may  receive  him,  (feetbenoEeonAfa*. 
xi.  10.}  In  this,  John  excelled  all  that  went  before  him* 

28  For  I  allure  you,  that,  on  this  very  account,  none 
of  the  holy  prophets,  born  of  women,  ever  were  fc 
great  and  eminent  in  their  light  and  work  as  John  the 
Baptifi :  And  yet,  great  as  he  was  in  what  he  faw  and 
faid  concerning  the  Mcflhh,  themeaneft  faithful  mini* 
fter  in  my  kingdom  ftiail  know  and  preach  more  of  me, 
and  fo  (hall  be  more  excellent  and  honourable  in  his 
work  and  office,  than  John  bimfelf ;  and  the  weakeft 
true  believer,  under  the  gofpcl-fhte,  (hall  exceed  him, 
in  his  knowledge  of  my  perfon Land  office,  righteouf- 
nefs  and  grace* 

ip  And,  as  his  miniftry  was  fo  eminent,  great  mul¬ 
titudes  of  the  common  people,  yea,  even  fome  of  the 
publicans  themfelves,  men  of  the  vileft  chara£lerst  were 
fo  wrought  upon  by  means  of  his  preaching,  that  they 
j unified  God  as  righteous,  and  condemned  themfelves 
ns  Jinncrs,  when  they  heard  John  fpeak  of  the  wrath  to 
come  ;  and  they  publicly  owned  him,  and  his  doctrine, 
to  be  of  God,  by  their  fo  readily  fubmitting  to  his  baptifni* 

30  Bin  the  men  of  figure  and  learning  and  high  con* 
ceit  of  themfelves,  fuch  a^  the  folf righteous  Pharifies 
and  the  feribes ,  refufed  and  defpifed  JohtC%  doctrine 
and  baptlfm,  and  thereby  turned  that  (UfpcnfatioTi  of 
God's  wifdom  and  grace  toward  them  into  an  aggravation 
of  their  own  guilt  and  condemnation* 

31  Hereupon  the  Lord  Jefus  look  occafion  to  fay, 
What  fhall  I  compare  the  men  of  this  perverfe  genera¬ 
tion  to  ?  or  by  what  fimilitude  (hall  I  reprefont  them  ? 
It  is  hard  to  find  a  proper  parallel  %o  them* 

32  They 
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li  The y  arc 
like  onto  children 

ken -pi ice  ,  aod 
dlinj;  one  to  a- 
nothcr*  arM  Ciy- 
injf.  We  have 
pipe!  onto  you, 
and  ye  have  not 
deuced:  we  have 
mourned  unto 
you,  and  ye  have 
no  L  wept. 


31  For  John 
the  Jfrpttft  came 
neither  eating 
bread,  nor  drink- 

wine  ;  jtiid  ye 

ftv,  He  li«h  a 

#  r  k 

drviL 


34  The  Son  of 
nan  15  come  eat¬ 
ing  and  drink¬ 
ing;  and  ye  Jay, 
heboid,  a  glut¬ 
tonous  man*  and 
1  wmi-biLiljer,  a 
friend  cf  publl- 
and  fimicrs. 


15  Btifc 

h  jitfltfieJ  of  all 
her  child  ten. 
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32  They  are  like  fome  Airly  and  auk  ward  children  at 
play  in  the  ftreets,  who  are  juiUy  complained  of  by  their 
companions  for  not  acting  their  part  in  concert  with 
them,  faying,  Whilli,  in  imitation  of  muficians  at 
feafta  and  other  joyful  occafions,  we  played  cheerful 
tunes  to  you,  ye  would  not  anfwer  them  with  a  dance 
or  any  other  expieflions  of  joy ;  and  whillt,  as  if  we  were 
at  a  funeral,  we  gave  you  mournful  tunes,  ye  would 
not  weep  or  life  any  tokens  of  forrow  j  but  always  did 
direftty  contrary  to  what  ye  were  culled  to  :  Juft  fo  the 
men  of  this  corrupt  age,  cfpccially  the  ferihes  and  Pha - 
rifees ,  do  by  John  the  Baptifl  ami  me,  oppofing  us  ia 
every  thing,  and  regarding  us  no  more  than  if  all  that 
we  faid  were  a  mere  farce,  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
and  fcorn.  • 

33  For  when  John>  like  the  children  that  afied  the 
part  of  mourners,  came  preaching  the  definite  of  re¬ 
pentance,  and  led  a  retired,  auft<*  re,  and  abstemious 
life,  fui table  to  the  nature  and  defign  of  his  work,  they 
would  not  weep;  hut  rejected  both  him  and  his  Hoc- 
trine,  and  loaded  him  with  reproach,  as  if  he  were  a 
melancholy  man  poflfeflcd  by  an  evil  fpirit, 

34  On  the  contrary,  when  I  the  Meffiah,  like  the 
children  that  played  cheerful  tunes,  came  preaching  the 
glad  tidings  of  faWation ;  and,  fuitable  to  the  nature  of 
my  joyful  work,  went  into  a  free,  open,  and  engaging 
conversation,  eating  and  drinking  foinetimes  with  Pkz* 
rifees%  and  at  others  with  publicans  and  finners,  to  do 
them  good ;  thefe  men  likewife  rejected  me,  and  the 
gracious  words  that  proceeded  out  of  my  mouth,  and 
turned  all  into  the  vileft  reflections  upon  me,  as  if  l 
were  a  glutton  ami  a  drunkard,  and  an  cncourager  of 
the  moft  odious  and  infamous  Tinners.  So  horribly  p^r- 
verfe  were  they,  notwithftanding  <dl  that  evidently  ap¬ 
peared,  or  could  be  urged,  to  the  contrary. 

35  But  the  wifdom  of  God  in  thefe  different  methods 
of  wearing  and  trying  them,  and  in  the  duftrines  preach¬ 
ed  by  John  and  me  for  the  recovery  of  loft  iumers;  and 
the  wifdom  of  falling  in  with  thefe  doctrines,  ro  ths 
acknowledgment  of  me  as  the  perfonal  f  Wifdom  of 
God,  ( Prcv .  viii.Jj  is  owned,  and  heartily  approved  of, 
by  alt  true  bctt6vefs  j  who  are  taught  of  God,  and  made 
wife  to,£itvation;  and  are  (landing  inttances  ot  his  wif¬ 
dom,  and  witnefles  to  it,  in  its  holy,  powerful,  and 
facing  effects  upon  them ;  and  who  will  at  hil  reap  its 

rich 


NOTE, 

f  As  -jriphtt  will  heir  all  thefe  jcde$,  and  it  is  difficult  ro  fix  on  mic  to  the  cjul’Jior, 
the  red,  1  have*  as  often  qq  like  occaiions,  taken  tlisai  all  into  lac  piLV4ph-afc. 
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AntJoneof 
tlie  Phurifces  dc- 
^  him  that  he 
^votrfd  ett  With 
hun  *  And  he 
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rich  adv:m tapes,  to  the  glory  bf  God,  and  their  own  c- 

terniil  happinefts* 

36  After  this  f,  a  certain  Pharifce ,  whofe  name  was 
Simny  (vsr.  40*)  courteously  invited  Chrift  to  take  a 
meal  at  his  hoiife;  and,  as  be  fought  all  opportunities 
,  of  drain*  good,  and  was  an  example  of  civility  as  well 

went  Jftto  rhe  *  .* 0  J*  .  *  ,  ■  .  ,  1 

Pharifce#  houfc.  as  Iiohnef*,  nt*,  accepting  the  invitation,  went  home 

with  the  Pharifeti  and  fat  down  to  eat, 

3;  And  whilft .  he  was  at  table,  behold,  a  certain 
wo-mn,  who  had  been  notorious  for  her  wickednefc, 
being  informed  that  Jefus  was  gone  to  the  Pkarifed S 
houfc  to  refreih  himfelf,  came  thither,  bringing  an  ala- 
baiter* box  of  rich  and  coitly  ointment,  which  fhe  de- 
ftgned  to  by  out  upon  him  ;  (lie  being  a  penitent  belie* 
ver,  whofe  he  :rt  was  full  of  refpect  and  affeftion  to  him. 

38  And  an  he  w;i$  fating  at  table,  according  to  the 
ufuat  manner  of  the  Jrurr,  in'  a  leaning  pofture,  with 
his  legs  thnift  out  behind}  (he,  placing  herfdf  at  his 
back,  fell  a  weeping  fo  plentifully  as  to  drop  her  tears 
upon  his  feet,  and  then  wiped  them  with  her  own  hair 
the  chief  ornament  of  her  head,  trifled  them  moft  affec¬ 
tionately,  and  fupplcd  and  perfumed  them  with  the 
ointment}  hereby  teftifying  her  deep  humility  and  for- 
row  of  heart  for  her-former  iniquities,  her  ardent  love 
to  Chrift,  and  defire  of  his  favour,  and  her  great  wil¬ 
ling  nefs  to  do  her  utmoft  to  honour  and  ferve  him* 

39  But  f tt)  when  the  Pharifctj  who  had  invited  him, 
faw  what  this  woman  did,  he,  knowing  her  former 
bafe  ehara£ker,  was  highly  offended  at  it,  thinking  with 
himfelf,  according  to  the  fuperftirious  opinions  of  his 
fe£t>  Surely  if  this  Jefus  were  really  fuch  a  prophet  of 
the  Lord  as  he  profcfics  10  be,  he  could  not  be  a  (Iran* 
gcr  to  this  woman’s  infamous  charadler,  and  to  the  vi¬ 
cious  courfe  of  life  that  (he  has  led;  and  would  not  have 
fullered  her  (o  much  as  to  touch  him,  much  lefs  to  handle, 
wipe,  kits,  and  anoint  his  feet,  left  he  Ihould  be  defiled 
thereby;  for  fhe  certainly  is  a  very  fcandalous  wretch. 

40  Then  Jcfus,  knowing  his  thoughts  as  perfefUy  ad 
if  he  had  fpoken  them  out,  and  defining  to  return  an 
anfwcr  to  them,  faid  to  him,  Shnon^  I  have  a  cafe  to 
lay  before  you.  The  Pbarifre  immediately  replied, 

I  am  ready  to  hear  you. 
proceeded  to  propofe,  and  alk  his 

thoughts 

E  S. 

which  bitt  fix  days  before  hit  laft  pa  fliv¬ 
ver,  (Job#  xiL  1.  ft.c  the  note  on  Mat *  kxvu 
tf,  lie  continued  in  Betianj  and  Jervfa- 
/;V;\  (Mark  ii*  0,)  See  Whhfy  on  the  place. 

t  This 

1  1 


and  fat  down  CO 
mfit. 

jt  And  be- 
hoM,  u  'Admail 
in  the  city,  ^iridi 

when  fhr  kntw 
tk:n  liii  -il 

liiut  in  che  l:hj- 

fiti  tTS  hoiifc  , 
brought  an  - 1  ■ba- 

(let '-box  of  o»>t- 

36  And  floivd 
at  hi?  fi*CT  behind 
him  ,  weeping » 

audl>tj>iirj  tn  iv^lh 

bis’  f«t  with 
tears  ,  and  did 

wipe  i*um  with 

the  hairs  of  her 
brad*  3ixl  kitted 
bis  feet,  and  a* 

nomted  itifii  with 
the  oiiumcnt, 

jS  Now  when 
the  FhuHfcc 
which  had  hidden 
him.  Taw  lie 
fpaKe  within  him- 
Idf,  laying,  This 
nun,  if  ire  were 
&  prophet,  would 
have  itnuwn  who 
and  whit  mai?- 
ntf  of  woitun 
tits  b that  touch - 
cth  him  :  tor  flic 
is  ^  tinner. 

4 

40  And  Jefus 
answering  ,  laid 
imto  hh>i?  JS'.inOu, 

|  have  jbtriewhtt 
ta  fay  unto  tiiee. 

And  he  faith  , 
frl  after,  fay  on. 

41  There  was 

a 

NOT 

■f  That  this  hiflnry,  and  one  like  it  in  Mat* 
vi.  7*  &  Mtirk  niw  3.  wltc  not  the  fjotc, 
rteiiif  very  evidei;! :  Urcaulc,  aiter  tbij,  Jt- 
jTuj  Treat  tlrtitgb  everj  city  G&d  niltage  pra:ch~ 
ifrj,  Ac  (diap.  viii*  i,)t  vh^rcas  after  that. 


Pray,  fir,  go  onj 
41  Jcfus  then 
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a  certain  treilitor, 
whidi  had  iw 
(kb/TS :  the  one 
owed  five  him- 
dred  pence,  and 
tlie  other  fifty, 

41  And  when 
they  had  nothing 
to  pay,  he 
)y  forgave  them 

both.  Tell  n>c 
therefore,  which 
of  thcoi  will  love 
Mm  moll } 


43  Simon  an- 
fttrcil  asd  iih), 
1  tuppulc,  that 

he  w>  whojn  he 

Jti  rg  a  VC  moll  * 
And  he  fahl  Unfa 

him.  Thou  h^lt 
rig  1 1  tty  judged. 

44  And  he 
turned  10  liw 
man ,  and  tetd 

imtuSimon,  Seett 
tnoutbii  wumaui 
1  enteral  into 
thiochoulc,  thou 
ftivell  me  iro  wa¬ 
ter  for  my  ftet : 
hut  (he  hath  wattl¬ 
ed  my  feet  with 
tern,  and  wiped 
ihe»n  with  the 

hairs  of  hex  head. 


45  Thou  |a- 
veLt  me  no  kill ; 
but  thtf  woman, 
Mice  tfie  time  1 
came  in,  hath  not 
ccafed  to  kifj  my 
feet. 

46  Mine  head 
with  oil  thou 
didft  not  anoint : 
hut  thii  woman 
hath anointed  my 
f«t  with  oiui- 


The  Evangelift  Luke  paraphrafei .  75 

thoughts  upon,  the  following  parable,  faying,  A  certain 
man  was  creditor  to  two  other  perrons,  who  had  run  in 
debt  to  him  for  confiderable  films  of  money ;  but  one  of 
them  owed  him  ten  times  as  much  as  the  other, 

42  And  when  they  were  both  fo  very  poor,  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  them  had  any  thing  leit  toward  difeharging  his 
own  debt,  the  creditor  in  his  great  guodnefs  and  com¬ 
panion  freely  forgave  each  of  them  the  whole :  Now 
what  1  dcGre  of  you  is,  to  tell  me  treely,  which  ol  theie 
two  you  apprehend  will  have  the  greatcll  ailed  ion  for 
his  generous  beneiador,  and  think  himfelf  molt  obliged 
to  teftify  his  gratitude  to  him* 

43  The  Pharifte^  not  perceiving  'what  Chrift  aimed 
at,  readily  anfwcrcri,  It  is  plain  to  me,  that  the  man  to 
whom  the  greateft  debt  was  forgiven  will  be  moil  f-n Ci* 
bly  affefted  with  the  exceeding  kinrind^  of  his  creditor, 
and  will  love  him  belt-  Jtfus  replied,  You  are  certain- 
ly  in  the  right,  and  your  anfwer  is  undeniably  juft* 

44  Then  turning  and  pointing  to  the  woman,  at 
whom  the  Pharifte  had  taken  offence,  Jdiis  laid  to  him, 
SiitUMt  apply  your  anfwcr  to  the  calc  of  this  wom.ia. 
Do  you  look  with  wonder,  and  with  carping  eve*  at 
what  flie  has  done?  It  is  becaufe  you  have  nor  luch  a 
fenfe  of  the  gi  eauiefe  of  your  lins,  and  of  the  endearing 
merey  of  forgivenefs,  as  fhe  has,  whofe  love  has  far  fur- 
paffed  yourYs.  \rou,  who  think  your  felt'  more  holy  than 
your  neighbours,  have  indeed  invited  me  with  civility 
to  your  houfc ;  but  have  heen  wanting,  even  in  the  u:ual 
tokens  of  refpcct  \  to  invited  and  acceptable  guefts:  13 \it 
flic,  who  looks  upon  herfdf  as  the  chief  of  tinners,  has 
abounded  and  exceeded  in  them  all,  You  have  not  fo 
much  as  given  me  a  little  water  to  wafli  my  feet,  nor 
a  towel  to  wipe  them:  But  (he  has  wafhed  my  feet,  not 
with  common  water,  but  with  her  own  nffccliouate  and 
penitential  tears,  and  has  ufed  the  very  hairs  of  her 
head  as  a  towel  to  wipe  them. 

45  You,  at  my  entrance  into  your  houfc,  did  not  fo 
much  as  give  me  the  ufual  ^duration  of  friendfliip  in  a 
kifs:  But  this  woman,  whom  youdcTpife  and  are  offend¬ 
ed  at,  has  been  in  a  manner  inceflamiy  killing  my  feet 
over  and  over  again,  in  token  of  her  humility  and  love. 

46  You  have  not  bellowed  upon  me  lo  much  as  com¬ 
mon  oil,  to  anoint  my  head,  in  retail  of  your  rdpcil: 
But  this  woman,  who  came  hither  to  pay  me  honour 
has  anointed  even  my  feet,  and  that  with  precious  «itu- 


m  tut*  ment, 

NOTE, 

f  TbU  intimates  that  h  was  oifloroary  with  the  Jrws  fo  (Vwr  icfjicft  anti  kMei^cu 
10  their  tfdcomc  by  laluthig  tiicm  with  a  kif^,  by  iheiv  frit* 

ud  aDoiniiog  their  bc^da  with  til  or  feme  fine  vintniem. 


•j6 


47  Wherefore 
■  I  lav  unto  thet) 

f  x 

Her  Dos.  «hich 

Are  many  i  are 
forgivt  n :  for  flit 
lovrd  imiew  :  Sut 

to  w^ojji  Wait 
is  for^-i  .‘n,  i  he 
fatneluvcU)  liuie. 


4?  And  he  laid 
Pt:to  her,  Thy 
Ctu  arc  furglvm^ 


4p  And  they 
that  fjt  at  meat 
with  him,  began 
to  lay  within 
tlwmftlves,  Who 
if  thii  that  forjd- 
VtUh  finsalfo? 


50  Andhef&d 
to  ihe  woman, 
lliy-  fckh L  hath 
fjv cd  thee :  go  in 
peace.  ■ 


The  EvangeTift  Luke  paraphrafed.  Ch.  vli* 

mem,  as  thinking  nothing  too  much  to  be  done  for  me, 
or  too  coftly  to  be  beflowed  upon  me. 

47  Now  the  rcafon  of  this  difference  betweeen  her 
behaviour  and  yoiu's  toward  me,  lies  in  the  different 
fenfe  ye  rdpectivdy  have  of  the  greatneft  of  your  fins, 
and  of  the  neceffity,  worth,  and  obligation  of  a  full  and 
free  pardon.  I  therefore  tell  you,  Thefc  expreffions  of 
lfer  love  and  gratitude  are  a  plain  evidence,  that,  what* 
foever  fire  has  been,  her  many  fms  arc  now  gracioufly 
fbrg  <ven  her ;  +  for  Ihe  has  difeovered  a  moft  uncommon 
afftiiion,  like  one  melted  with  the  thoughts  of  her  high 
obligation  to  me  for  the  remifGon  of  her  uncommon 
crimes;  But,  on  the  other  hand,  one  who,  ijke  you, 
thinks  lightly  of  his  (ins,  and  imagines  that  he  has  me¬ 
rit  enough  of  his  own,  very  near,  if  not  entirely,  to 
quit  {cores,  will  have  little  attention  for  me,  and  little 
fenfe  of  his  obligations  to  me;  but  will  treat  me  in  a 
cold  and  indifferent  manner,  as  you  have  done. 

48  Then  di reft ing  his  words  immediately  to  the  wo¬ 
man  herfelf,  that  he  might  comfort  her  againft  the  di* 
ftrefe  of  her  own  fpirit,  and  again  ft  the  Pbarifeti  frowns 
arid  cenfures,  he  fpoke  with  wonderful  endearment  and 
authority  to  her,  laying,  Thy  fins,  many  and  great  as 
they  have  been,  are  all  freely  remitted  to  thee- 

4p  At  the  hearing  of  this,  they  that  lat  at  table  with 
him  were  ftill  more  offended,  and  prefently  thought  in 
their  own  minds,  and  began  to  fay  privately  among 
thtrnfdves,  («  What  muft  we  think  of  this  man, 

who  not  only  admits  fuch  a  vile  wretch  to  handle  and 
kifs  his  feet;  but  like  wife  pretends  thus  abfolutelyto 
2 flu  me  to  himfelf  the  unalienable  prerogative  of  Cod, 
in  forgiving  Gns. 

50  But  (ft)  he  neverthelefs  perfifted  in  alluring  the 
woman  of  her  pardon,  faying.  Thou  art  brought  into  a 
Hate  of  fixation,  to  the  complete  remiflion  of  all  thy 
Gas,  through  faith  in  me;  do  not  be  difeouraged,  but 
go  home,  rejoicing  in  a  fenfe  of  the  abundant  grace 
which  I  have  extended  to  thee* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  unreafoTiihle  are  the  objections  of  infidelity  agaiult  Chrift  in  his  divine  and 
uving  characters,  which  he  lias  fo  evidently  demo  nitrated  in  healing  all  manner 

of  ditVafes*  railing  the  dead,  and  pardoning  fins*  with  all  the  efficacy  and  autho¬ 
rity  of  a  God  i  How  tender  are  hit  companions  to  the  afflicted  and  ddtitute;  and 

how 


NOTE. 

t  The  parable,  of  which  this  is  the  ap*  bout  it.  And  in  tHU  manner  the  particle 
plication,  plainly  ffwnre,  that  lur  hwg  for  U  often  ufnl,  as  particularly  in  Hof,  i>. 
maebu  mentioned,  not  lithe  caufe  or  rta-  fj.  where  God  Gytof  Efhrmmt  Ail  Mr 

fen,  but  as  the  efiett  and  erukntt,  of  her  vkkriatfsu  w  Cthalj  for  there  I  bated  tktm* 
being  Corgtraj,  mad  of  her  apprchcnftoa^  a- 
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haw  foveixigii,  free,  and  plenteous*  Is  bis  mercy  to  all  forts  of  Aimers,  in  the  for* 
giveneft  of  multiplied  and  aggravated  iniquities  What  hi^lt  ami  cxdrmg  thoughts 
then  flioutd  we  have  of  him !  what  staling  thoughts  of  ourfdves  before  hinj : 
what  pleafure  fhouid  we  take  Eu  doing  *tKidf  on  all  occAfions,  a*tcr  his  ex  oiplc  1 
It  is  tartly  matter  of  great  importance  tor  us  to  inquire  after  Chrift,  that  *  t  may 
know  who  and  what  he  is,  and  may  be  in  low  with  him*  ?ud  not  prejudiced  a- 
gainft  him ;  and  be  is  ever  ready  to  inflru&  and  fatisfy  humble  and  inquiring  fouH) 
who  fhould  never  think  the  worfe  of  him,  or  of  his  religion,  whatever  reproach* 
cs*  Ioffes,  or  difficulties,  they  may  fuffer  for  his  fake,  or  how  much  fowr  others 
may  be  offended  at  him,  and  may  perverfely  frt  thrmfoWra  agahift  \  m,  The 
meek  he  will  teach  his  way,  that  they  may  be  vrititriliw  for  God  and  rclig  on,  and 
may  be  ojadc  wife  unto  faWation;  whtlc  ftlf-righteous  and  felf-foffieient  ptrfona 
arc  in  the  greateft  danger  of  being  left  to  reject  God's  counfeL  to  iheir  own  con* 
folinnl  And  O  what  a  wonderful  change  does  grace  make  upcu  a  ii  liner's  heart 
and  life,  as  wed  as  upon  bis  fate  before  God,  in  the  full  rcn.iflfon  of  all  hjj  tins 
through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  I  what  great  humility,  relenting^,  nod  godly  for* 
row  for  (in !  what  ardent  l<we  to  Chvtit,  and  eameft  dtfirts  10  ierve  and  honour 
him,  will  a  feofe  of  great  fomvenefi  iufpire  us  with  -  And  if  he  fays  to  any  of 
us,  Your  fins  are  pardoned,  we  may  well  go  on  otir  way  rejoicing. 


CHAP*  VIII, 


Ckrijt  preaches  in  fiveral  places*  1,-4.  His  parable  of  the  fewer}  1 pith 
its  explication*  5, — I  j*  His  parable  of  the  lighted  candle*  16, — if* 
The  high  account  he  makes  cf  bts  true  difeiptes*  as  his  nearefi  rela¬ 
tions*  19,-22.  Be  lays  a  form  at  Jea *  23,-25.  He  cajh  a  legion 
cf  devth  cut  of  a  man*  and  fvffers  them  to  enter  a  herd  of  f-wine* 

2 6, — 36*  He  is  rejetled  by  the  Gadarenes,  37, — 40*  He  cures  a 
bloody  fax*  and  raifes  Jairus^  daughter  from  the  dead*  41,-56. 


Text* 

AND  k  mu* 
10  pafe  af¬ 
terward,  that  be 
won  throughout 
tray  dty  and 
village ,  preach¬ 
ing,  aitdlaewulg 
the  gUd  tidings 
of  the  kingdom 
of  God  ;  aid  the 
twelve  -jhtc  with 
him ; 


Paraphrase. 

A  Fter  the  things  before -mtiitioned,  jefus  travelled- 
^  ^  about  from  place  to  place,  through  many  cities, 
towns  and  villages,  taking  indefatigable  pains  in  pub* 
lifting  and  inforcing  among  the  people  the  belt  news 
that  ever  was  brought  to  tinners,  relating  to  their  feta¬ 
tion  through  faith  in  him,  who  came  to  fet  up  a  king¬ 
dom  of  grace  in  this  world,  in  order  to  his  training  up 
fubje&s  for  the  kingdom  of  glory  in  the  world  10  come: 
And  the  twelve  difeipies,  whom  he  had  choten  to  be  a- 
poftlcs,  ufually  accompanied  him,  as  his  domdlics, 

wherever  he  went. 


*  And  eensSzi 
women  ,  which 
had  bfcen  healed 
of  cvUfpJrits  and 
infirmities,  Man 

cJltd  Mika* 
lent,  out  of  whom 
&  nil  fcitn  dtf  ill, 


2  And  beGdes-  thefe  more  fated  attendants,  there 
were  feveral  women  of  confiderable  cir  cum  fiances  in  the 
world,  who,  as  they  had  opportunities,  followed  bim, 
to  bear  arid  convcrfc  with  him,  they  haring  found  mer¬ 
cy  in  his  cafting  devils  out  of  fome,  and  curing  the  dif* 
eafes  of  others  of  them,  as  well  as  in  enlightening  and 
changing  their  minds  and  beans*  One  of  thefe  v;ia 
the  remarkable  Alary  Magda  Une ,  whom  he  had  in  a 
miraculous  way  delivered  from  the  power  cf  many  evil 
fpiiits  that  had  taken  poflcfljun  of  her. 


3  There 


*8 

3  Andjnanna 

tlit  n  ifr  ofChnii 

ftcvnnl, 
an d  Sillanna,  anil 
many  orhers  , 
which  mmilteivd 
uuiO  Mm  nf  UkK 

fubiUacr, 


^  And  ivhfli 
SDiidi  peuplc  were 
gathered  tnge  - 
thtT,  and  were 
come  to  him  out 
t>f  mry  city,  lie-- 
fp^kt,  by  a  plia¬ 
ble: 

S  A  Tower 
went  out  to  ibw 
hi*  iced  :  and  us 
be  Towed  j  ibme 
fell  liy  ibe  way- 
fitlc;  and  it  was 
trodden  down  , 
and  the  fowls  of 
rhe  a*ir  devoured 
it* 


€  And  Tome 
fell  upon  a  rock  ; 
and  as  iboo  as  it 
was  fprung  op, 
it  wit  hill'd  away, 
be-^ofe  it  idCkecl 
swift  ure* 


7  And  tame  fell 
among  thorns ; 
and  the  thorns 
jpMiig  up  with  Jt, 

aedchobed  it. 


S  And 

other 

fill  Oil 

ground  ; 

and 

IpKug  up. 

^  anr| 

The  Evitnge&Ji  Lure  pnrapbrafed.  Ch,  viii. 

3  There  wu  alfo  a  woman,  of  no  mean  figure*  whofe 
name  was  Joanna^  and  who  was  the  wife  of  Chuza  a 
lie  ward  or  office;  in  HcrviPs  court;  and  another  woman* 
named  Sufanrui;  with  feveraf  others*  which  accompa¬ 
nied  Jeftis,  not  as  his  domeftics  that  ufed  to  be  in  the 
fame  houfe  with  him*  but  as  friends  and  admirers  of 
him  and  his  doctrine:  And  as  be  humbled  himfelf  fo 
low  as  to  need  aifiitances  from  others*  unlefs  he  would 
be  continually  working  miracles  to  fnpport  bimfelf  mid 
the  upoftles  his  family;  fo  thefe  good  womcn^put  of 
their  great  refpect*  would  not  fufter  him  to  be  oirden- 
fomc  to  Grangers*  but  cheerfully  fupplied  him  at  their 
own  expence*  ,  - 

4  And  one  day*  when  abundance  of  people  were  come 
together  from  all  the  neighbouring  cities*  towns  and 
villages,  to  hear  him,  he  represented  the  nature  of  the 
gofpel -tHfpeiifati  on  to  them  by  the  following  fimilittfde, 
among  others*  (See  the  note  on  Mat ,  xiii*  3,) 

5  <(  A  certain  hufbandman  (faid  he)  went  forth  to 
fow  corn  in  his  field;  and*  as  he  was  calling  his  feed* 
fome  of  the  grains  fell  upon  a  hard  beaten  path*  and* 
not  being  covered  with  mould*  they  were  cither  trod  to 
pieces  hy  paffcagere*  or  picked  up  by  the  birds  ^—There¬ 
by  meaning*  that  whilft  be  or  any  of  his  fervants  are 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  all  forts  of  people*  fome  of  them 
arc  fo  carelefs,  ftupid*  and  hardened  in  their  iniquities* 
and  Satan  has  fuch  power  over  them*  that  it  makes  no 
manner  of  impreffion  upon  them* 

<5  w  Other  parts  of  the  feed  fell  upon  a  bed  of  ftoncs* 
covered  over  with  only  a  very  thin  lay  of  earth*  which 
gave  it  an  opportunity  of  fpringing  up  prcfently ;  but  it 
withered  away  for  want  of  a  fuificient  depth  in  the 
ground*  and  moifturc  enough  to  chcrifli  the  roots:” — 
Thereby  meaning,  that  others  hear  the  word  with  fome 
flirtings  in  their  affections*  hut  it  having  not  entered 
into  their  hearts*  and  worked  effectually  there*  a  day  of 
perfection  and  temptation  foon  blafls  and  deftroys  all* 

7  Other  grains  were  fcattered  among  weeds  and 
thorns,  and  began  to  fpring  up  together  with  them ;  but 
thefe  foon  got  head  of  the  corn,  overtopped  and  choked 
it*  fo  thnr  it  came  to  nothing:”—Thercby  meaning, 
that  other  hearers  of  the  gofpel  go  ftiU  further*  under 
the  power  of  ftroiig  convictions*  in  fome  hafty  refolu- 
rinns  for  the  prefent;  and  yet  the  bnfmefs*  cares,  pof- 
fdlions,  and  pleaiurcs  of  life,  have  fuch  a  fuperior  power 
over  them  as  to  itifle  all  again* 

8  But  there  were  fome  other  parts  of  the  feed  that 
fefi  into  a  good  fort  of  earth*  where  it  fprang  up*  grew* 

and 

■ 


Ch.  viitr 

bare  fruit  u  haft* 
di«l  fold*  Aitd 
when  he  hid  laid 
thefe  thing*,  he 
tried,  H«  that 
hah  ears  to  hear, 
let  him  hear. 


Tbe 
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^  And  hu  dif- 
tipks  silted  him, 
frying  ,  ^  What 
mi£ht  this  part- 
hit  Lt  ? 


io  And  he  Cud, 

Unto  yon  it  is  gi¬ 
ven  to  know  the 

my  Aeries  of  the 
kingdom  of  God; 
bet  to  others  in 
parables ;  that 
feeing  they  might 
not  fee  t  and  hear¬ 
ing  they  might 
not  underftand. 


1 1  Mow  the 
parable  u  this: 
The  feed  is  tbc 
word  of  God. 


n  Thoft  by 

the  tny-fide,  an 
they  tba  heart 
then  GonxtX  the 
devil,  and  taketh 
away  the  word 
out  of  their 
hcartip  left  they 
fltoulri  bcUevt  and 
be  Caved. 


and  thrived,  and  produced  a  very  large  crop,  fome  of  it 
to  an  hundred - fold  'increafe  — Thereby  meaning,  that 
there  are  other  hearers  who  receive  the  truth  in  the 

h 

love  of  it  into  their  very  hearts,  they  being  Icaibued 
with  grace;  and  it  becomes  exceeding  fruitful  in  their 
lives.  And,  at  the  dole,  Jefus,  to  awalun  the  people’s 
inquiry  into  the  meaning  and  importance  of  the  parable, 
laid,  Whofoevcr  is  capable  and  defirous  of  being  in* 
ftrufted  in  things  that  concern  his  own  hdvation,  let 
him  feriouSy  confider  what  1  have  been  hning* 

9  Our  Lord  having  delivered  this  parable,  as  he  did 
feveral  others,  without  explaining  it  to  the  people;  the 
apolllcs,  and  fome  of  his  other  difciplcs,  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity*  when  he  was  alone,  to  defire  that  he  would  pleafe 
to  open  to  them  what  he  meant  by  it.  (Mark  tv.  ro,} 
to  Heanfweiing  told  them.  That  God,  in  his  diftin- 
guiQiing  favour,  had  given  them  an  heart  to  deiirc,  feet 
after,  and  underftand,  the  great  things  of  the  gofpel- 
kingdom,  pertaining  to  his  glory  and  their  own  falva- 
tion,  which  were  all  entire  iecrets  till  he  came  to  reveal 
them,  and  are  ftill  ftrauge  things  to  carnal  and  unbelie¬ 
ving  hearts  that  are  prejudiced  againft  them  and  cannot 
fee  thdr  true  excellence  and  glory,  and  which  continue 
to  be  incomprehenfible  in  fome  refpeds  even  to  thofc 
that  are  enlightened  by  his  fpirit  as  well  as  by  his  word; 
But,  faid  he,  I  reprefeited  thefe  things  to  others  only 
in  a  fimjli tude,  without  explaining  it,  that  as,  through 
wilful  perverfenefs  and  ohflinacy,  they  fliut  their  eyes 
and  harden  thdr  hearts  againft  my  plainer  mftru&kms, 
they  may  be  righteoufly  left  under  the  power  of  their 
chofen  ftupidity  and  blindnefs;  and  fo  the  awful  prophe¬ 
cy  (I/a.  lxix.  q.)  may  be  fulfilled  in  them,  as  a  people 
that  fee  and  hear  the  mod  plain  and  important  truths 
in  the  mtniflry  of  the  word,  and  yet  do  nor  truly  difeern 
them  nor  defire  to  be  acquainted  with  them* 

1 1  Then  he  explained  the  parable  to  his  difctples, 
faying,  The  feed  fown  re  preferred  the  do&nncs  of  the 
gofpel,  which  the  great  Prophet  of  ihc  church  came  forth 
to  preach,  in  his  perfonal  mimftry,  and  by  the  mini- 
ftry  of  hts  femnts* 

12  Theperfons  meant  by  the  hard  beaten  path,  into 
which  the  feed  did  not  enter,  were  thofe  hearers  of  the 
gofpel  upon  whom  It  makes  no  good  imprelhon  through 
the  hardnefsof  their  beam;  fo  that  Satan  obtain*  his 
will  upon  them,  and  effectually  deprives  them  of  all 
benefit  by  what  they  hear,  turning  off  their  thoughts 
from  it,  left  it  fhould  prove  the  means  of  their  being 
brought  tc  believe  to  the  laving  cf  their  fouls. 

n  The 


So 

x%  They  on 
(he  rock  arc  thej 
vhidi,  wtoi  they 

hor,  nee-rive  the 

«<?rd  vi;h  joy; 
■n4  theic  hi vo 
uo  ru  it*  which 
for  a  while  bi> 
litVii.  uul  in  tiire 
of 'eiHptailon  fill 

1  +  Anil  that 

whit;  1 1  fill  iVDung 
[horns  ire  they 
which  t  when  they 
h«^  head ,  go 
forth ,  and  wv 
choked  with 
cues  and  riches, 
and  plcjfurc^  of 
#4ci  life,  and  bring 
po  fruit  to  per- 
fcfiiaii. 

IS  Uuttlintoa 
(he  good  ground 
arc  they)  which 
io  an  huiclk  and 
good  heart,  ha¬ 
ving  heard  the 
word,  ktfp  it, 
and  bring  forth 
fnjii  with  pati¬ 
ence. 


itf  No  min 
when  he  hath 
lighted  1  tuv&, 
covcrcth  tl  *'Uh 

a  veffil,  or  put* 
teth  U  umter  a 
bcd\  hut  &ucth 

it  on  1  eiiuili- 
JMek  ,  that  they 

which  enter  id 
may  fer  iht  light. 
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1 3  The  perfons  fignified  by  the  rocky  ground,  on 
which  the  com  fprang  up  at  tuft,  but  foon  withered  for 
want  of  depth  and  moifturc  to  cherifli  the  root,  were 
thofe  hearers  that  attend  to  the  word ;  and,  having  ftarts 
of  joyous  affections  under  it,  take  up  fonie  ftddeti  re* 
fotmions  to  comply  with  it ;  hut,  for  want  of  a  princi¬ 
ple  of  grace  in  their  hearts,  as  foon  as  temptations,  re* 
proaches,  and  fufferingg  for  the  gofpej,  ocfal  them, 
they  are  dlflieartened,  and  turn  apoftates. 

14  And  the  perfons  deferibed  by  the  ground  in  which 
thorns  and  weeds  fprang  up  with  the  corn  and  choked 
it,  were  lucb  as,  under  the  hearing-of  the  word,  have 
promoting  appearances  of  receiving  the  truth  in  the  lore 
of  it}  but  as  foon  as  they  return  again  to  the  affairs  of 
this  prefent  life,  their  fuperior  attachment  to  its  hulincfs 
and  hurries,  riches  and  pleafurcs,  overpower  their  con¬ 
cern  about  their  fouls,  fo  that  nothing  is  efie&ually 
brought  to  pafs  for  God’s  glory  and  their  own  falvalion. 

15  But  he  told  them,  that  the  peifons  reprefented  by 
the  good  foil,  which  produced  a  plentiful  harvell,  were 
thole  hearers,  whole  hearts,  being  thoroughly  changed 
by  the  grace  of  God,  receive  rhe  doctrine  of  the  gofpel 
with  a  fincere  faith,  and  upright  delire  of  improving  it 
and  profiting  by  it  to  all  the  practical  purpofes  for  which 
it  is  defigned  \  and,  having  thus  received  it,  they  retain 
it,  prize  it,  and  make  frequent  reflections  upon  it,  that 
it  may  have  its  proper  influence  upon  them,  even  after 
the  fenfible  joy  is  gone  which  they  had  in  hearing  it ; 
and  for  hey  habitually  and  pcrfeverjngly  bring  forth  fruits 
of  right  eoufneb  to  God  in  great  abundance,  and  that 
with  a  holy  calmnefs  and  fortitude  of  Ipirit  under  all 
the  trihulations  and  perfections  they  may  meet  with 
for  their  holy  profetiion. 

16  Chritl,  having  thus  clearly  and  fully  explained  all 
thefe  things  to  his  difciples,  proceeded  to  intimate  their 
duty,  as  to  fpreading  abroad  that  fight  to  others,  in  their 
lives  anJ  preaching,  which  they  had  received,  or  might 
further  receive,  from  him}  faying,  As  a  man  never 
ufes  to  light  a  candle  with  a  deflgn  to  conceal  or  hide  it 
under  a  bufhel,  or  in  any  ohfeure  place  where  it  cannot 
he  fecn ;  but  fets  it  up  vifihly  in  a  candleftick,  that  fuch 
as  come  into  the  room  may  have  the  henefit  of  its  light : 
So  I  have  given  you  tiiefe  inftructious,  not  that  ye 
lhould  fmother  them  in  your  own  boforps,  or  keep  them 
to  yourfelves}  but  that  ye  may  communicate  them,  both 
by  word  and  example,  on  all  proper  occafiuns,  to  others, 
for  thrir  knowledge  and  practice,  to  the  glory  of  God 
and  their  'dvaiion. 


17  Pot 


Ch.  v»U; 

17  For  nothin* 
is  fccreMllit  fhall 

^  mT 

not  be  made  ma- 
nifrft ;  neither  a- 
ny  thing  hid  that 
fhill  nor  he 

known  and  coeic 

abroad* 

iB  Take  heed 
therefore  how  ye 
hear:  for  whom¬ 
ever  hathj  to  him 

lli all  be  given  > 
and  vhofuerer 
hith  not,  from 
him  fhafl  he  ta¬ 
ken  even  char 
*hich  he  fremeth 
id  have. 


19  Thai  cvnc 
to  him  hi*  mo¬ 
ther  and  his  bre¬ 
thren*  and  conld 
not  come  at  him 

for  the  prtfi- 


10  And  it  was 
told  him  ly  ctr- 
terw*  which  faid* 
Thy  mother  and 
thy  brethren  fhuid 
without,  defmng 
to  fee  thee. 

1 1  And  he  an¬ 
swered  and  laid 
onto  them,  My 
mother  and  my 
brethren  we  thefe 
uhich  hear  the 
uTi+dof  God,  acid 
do  it*  - 
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17  For  whadoeKr  I  feerctly  communicate  in  my  in* 
ftru&ious  to  you,  mutt  hereafter  he  publicly  preached 
by  you*  wherever  ye  goj  and  nothing  that  I  now  fpeak 
with  obfeurity,  under  the  covert  of  unexplained  fimU 
litudes,  (hall  be  always  concealed ;  but  ye  in  due  time' 
muft  publifh  it,  with  the  gteateft  freedom  and  plain* 
nets,  to  the  whole  world. 

1?  As  ever  therefore  ye  would  dread  anfwering  for 

the  contrary  another  day,  when  every  fecret  thing  Jhall 
be  brought  into  judgment,  take  heed  in  what  manner, 
and  to  what  purpofes,  ye  bear  the  great  things  of  my 
gofpel ;  for  he  that  heartily  receives  the  truth,  and 
faithfully  improves  his  light  to  the  good  of  others, 
fhall  have  a  ftill  further  increafe  of  underftanding  and 
affiftances  for  his  own  and  their  advantage  j  but  who* 
foever  *  thinks  lightly  of  the  truth,  and  do  not  concern 
himfelf  about  making  a  right  u£e  of  it,  for  the  profit 
ting  of  others,  (hall  lofe  even  the  good  notions  he  he- 
forc  had,  and  be  left  to  give  them  tip  for  their  oppofite 
errors,  being  neither  cftabUfhcd  in  them,  nor  favingly 
benefited  by  them,  as  before  he  might  feera  to  have 
been. 

19  At  another  time,  as  Jefus  was  preaching  in  an 
houfe,  and  was  forntunded  with  a  vail  multitude  of 
people,  (Mark  iii.  30,  31.)  his  mother,  and  others  of 
his  neareft  kindred,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth,  xiu  46.) 
came  tbitber  to  fpeak  with  him ;  but  could  not  get  near 
enough,  the  crowd  being  fo  very  great. 

20  Then  fome  of  the  company  informed  him,  that 
his  mother,  with  feveral  other  relations,  who  were  call- 
cd  his  brethren,,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth .  xii.  46.)  were 
waiting  abroad,  and  wanted  to  change  a  few  words 
with  him. 

2t  But  (*)  inftead  of  anfwering  them  dire&ly,  he, 
in  his  ufual  way  of  giving  things  a  fpintual  turn,  took 
that  occalion  to  carrels  the  afFc&ion  he  bore  ro  his 
true  difciples  |  and,  pointing  to  them,  faid,  Thefe 
who  receive  and  yield  themlelves  up  unro  my  divine 
teaching,  are  nearer  and  dearer  to  me  than  any  rela¬ 
tions  according  to  the  flefli  ;  and  whilft  I  am  engaged 
in  my  heavenly  Father’s  work,  for  his  glory  and  their 
fpintual  benefit,  X  cannot  fuffer  myfclf  to  be  interrupt* 
ed  by  the  refpeft  that  I  owe  to  an  earthly  parent,  or  any 
other  relation  in  the  ocher  world.  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  ili.  34.) 

22  And 


N  O  T  J. 

*  Onr  Lord  hot  fptats  not  of  Ipcciitl  ft-  we  receive  frotlt  him,  that  we  might  com- 
vinj*  grace,  but  of  fpiritna)  gifts,  and  parti-  municite  it  to  others.  aa  appear!  from  the 
culirly  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  which  whole  fcopc  of  the  d-fcourie 

VwL.  II.  t  * 


1 


I  J 

The  EvangeYift  Lukb  paraphrased*  Ch.  viiL  ■ 


xx  Nowit  earns 
to  pafi  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  day,  that  he 
went  into  a  (hip 
with  hUdifcxplcf, 
and  he  fall  onto 
them,  X*cLiU£0 
over  unto  the  o* 
ther  fide  of  t Jie 
lake.  Ami  they' 
bunched  fuilh* 
xi  but  a*  they 
failed,  be  fell  a- 
fleept  and  there 
came  down  a 
floftu  of  wind  on 
the  Ute,  aiid 
they;  were  filled 
unit  vraUff  aod 
were  in  jeopardy* 


22  And  (“■)  oo  anothet  occaGon,  when  Jefus  had 
been  much  employed  in  preaching  and  working  mira¬ 
cles,  and  great  numbers  crouded  about  him,  ( Mark 
ir.  35,  36.)  he  took  boat  with  his  difitiples,  and  order¬ 
ed  them  to  pals  over  the  lake  of  Gmnefareth  to  the  op- 
polite  fhore  j  accordingly  they  put  off,  and  fleered  their 
coorfe  thither,  at  his  command.  - 

13  But  while  they  were  making  the  belt  of  their  way, 
he,  as  a  man  of  like  bodily  infirmity  with  ourfelves, 
having  been  fatigued  by  labours,  lay  down  with  his 
head  upon  a  pillow,  and  fell  fall;  afleep,  (fee  the  note 
on  Matth.  viii,  20.)  j  and,  as  he  was  deeping,  there 
arofe  a  terrible  florin  of  wind,  which  all  on  a  fudden 
caofed  fneb  a  fweiling  fea,  that  the  boat  was  almofl 
filled  with  water,  and  m  the  ottnoft  danger  of  being 

funk. 


S4  And  th«y  24  Then  the  difciples  ran  to  him  in  a  great  fright} 
afcnkc^hirn^*  fty-  anc*»  waking  him,  cried  out,  Lord,  have  companion 
ing,  Mailer,  ma-  upon  us,  stife  fpeedily  for  our  help,  we  are  thUmo- 

?l«n*Re  'arof*  ment  juH  00  *"*  pomt  of  being  loft  :  And  ehey  no 
antflebulwd^hc  fooner  call  therafelves  upon  his  care  in  their  diftrefs, 
wind,  and  thexa*  hut  he  got  up,  and,  with  the  majefty  of  a  God,  char- 

*  ged  the  wind  to  ceafe,  and  the  waves  to  rage  no  more, 

cnir«d*"nil  there  aRd  immediately  they  obeyed  their  fovereign  Lord : 
wu  a  calm.  The  wind  was  calm,  and  the  waters  became  Smooth 

and  flill. 


__  *t  And  lie  25  And  having  thus  wrought  falvation  for  them,  he 

whwT'i, 'your  rcPr0TC^  them  for  their  unbelief,  laying,  Where  was 
tttf,  ?  and  they  your  depen  dance  upon  my  power  and  goodnefe,  after 
being  afraid, von-  all  the  miraculous  proofs  I  have  given  of  them  ?  What, 

MumhcrTwiMt  ^  Te  think  that  I  was  not  able  to  help  you,  or  had  no 
manner  »f  man  care  or  concern  for  you,  becaufe  X  was  afleep  ?  Could 
u  ihi*;  for  be  not  ye  remember,  that  ihe  great  Watchman  of  J/rael 

STigrSj:  neither  flumbers  nor  fleeps  ?  Or  did  ye  confider  me  as 
and  water,  md  W>‘  more  than  a  man,  that  ye  fo  fhamefully  Ai drafted 
they  obey  him,  my  care?  upon  whieh  they  were  ft]  led  with  awfai  re¬ 
verence  and  amazement  at  their  wonderful  deliverance, 
and  with  confufion  and  fhame  for  the  diffidence  and 
the  terror  that  they  had  fo  finfully  given  way  to ;  and 
they  faid  one  to  another,  what  fort  of  perfon  is  this  f 
furely  he  mull  be  more  than  a  mere  man  j  for  he  has 
a£led  the  part  of  the  fovereign  Lord  of  univerfal  na¬ 
ture,  and  even  the  winds  and  waves  were  forced,  in  an 
Ihftant,  to  flop  their  furious  courfe  at  bis  command, 
'the  ^<5  after  this,  they  got  fafe  to  the  fliorc  for 
country  of  the  which  they  were  bourn!,  and  which  lay  in  the  country 
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Gad  Irenes,  which 
is  over  -  Sgainft 
Galilee* 
ay  And  when 
he  went  forth  to 
land,  there  met 
him  out  of  the 
city,  a  certain 
man  which  had 
devils  long  time, 
and  ware  no 
(Iotbesr  neither 
abode  in  aey 
houl^  hut  in  the 
tombs* 

ill  'When  he 
(aw  Jefos,  he 
cried  out,  and  fell 

down  before  Mm* 
and  with  a  loud 

Toh-efaid,  Whic 
have  I  to  do  with 
thee.  Jrfi*  thou 
.Son  of  God  mod 
high?  1  befceeh 
I  Lee  torment  me 
not. 


The  Ev&ngelijl  Luke  faraphrajed . 

of  the  Gadareim  *,  a  heathen  land,  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  lake  oppofitc  to  Galilee* 

27  And  upon  ChrWt’s  landing  there*  he  met  with  a 
man,  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  v,  6.)  who  was  formerly 
(I*™* w»xjc»cJ  jn  inhabitant  of  an  adjacent  town,  bpt 
had  been  a  great  while  fo  miferably  poflelTed  and  har- 
raffed  by  devils,  that  he  ran  about  like  a  furious  mad¬ 
man,  would  beep  no  clothes  upon  his  back,  nor  dwelt 
manyhoufe;  but  continually  roved  through  dc folate 
places,  among  the  fepulchrcs  of  the  dead,  to  the  terror 
of  ali  who  palfed  that  way* 

28  When  this  poor  mifcrable  wretch  fet  his  eyes  up* 
on  Jefus,  he  immediately  roared  our,  under  the  power 
of  the  indwelling  devil;  and,  running  toward  our 
Lord,  threw  himfelf  down  at  his  feet,  and  the  evilfpi- 
lit,  fpeakiog  in  the  man,  cried  out  with  a  loud  and 
hideous  voice,  being  forced  by  a  fuperior  power  to  ct- 
prels  his  own  terror,  faying,  O  thou  Jefus,  whom  I 
know  to  be  the  Son  of  the  moll  high  God,  1  dread  thy 
power,  and  defire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  thee  ;  buc 
furely  the  time  for  my  full  torments  is  not  yet  come,  I 
therefore  earneftly  beg  thouwouldft  not  inflidl  them 


19  (For  be  hd 
commanded  the 
unclean  fpirit  to 


Come  out  of  the 
man.  For  of* 
centimes  it  hud 
caught  him  ; 
And  he  was 


kept  bound  with 
Ahaint,  and  In 
frtterc;  And  he 
brake  the  ban :1s, 
and  was  driven 
of  the  devil  imo 
the  wildeniefO 


30  And  jefus 
a  Iked  him,  fay- 
iag,  What  is  thy 
name  ?  and  he 
laid,  Legion;  lie- 

caufe 


upon  me  now.  * 

29  He  faid  thisbecaufeCbrifl  had  already  command* 
ed  him  to  depart  f  from  the  man,  whom  he  had  fo 
long  and  fo  cruelly  pofleffed :  For  this  vile  fpirit  had 
often  thrown  him  into  fucb  an  ungovernable  fury,  that 
though  feveral  attempts  were  made  to  fallen  him  down* 
and  fecure  him  in  chains  and  fetters,  he  was  tooftrong 
to  be  held  by  them,  and,  breaking  loofe,  was  hurried 
away  into  the  moll  melancholy  and  defolate  part  of  the 
country*  . 

30  Then,  that  the  ftanden-bye  might  have  the  more 
affecting  thoughts  of  this  poor  man's  mifery,  and  of 
the  greatnefs  of  Cbriffs  power  in  delivering  him,  he 
ordered  the  evil  fpirit  to  tell  him  his  name?  in  reply  to 
which  he  faid,  It  was  Legion^  thereby  meaning,  that 

not 


NOTES* 

*  la  v'nl  id*  U  is  called  the  couu-  nor  made  common  fenfc  or,  without  fuppn- 

trv  of  the  whofe  inhabitant*  foftie  Cng  him  to  be  poiTrtRd  of  ihc  devil  1  As 

fuppofe  vcivUie  amiem  Girfajhifts,  mm-  parucuhrly,  when  he  fays  his  name  is  ra¬ 
tioned  in  D&L  vii.  f*  This  country  of  the  gion,  and  cx  pullulates  with  Chrrft  far  com- 
Gcrttfm  included  that  of  the  Gudartncs;  ing  to  torment  them  before  their  time;  and 
And  fi>  it  appeals  that  (he  place  where  wficti  they  inuoital  that  Lbey  irtglu  not  he 
thrift  landed  was  in  that  part  which  was  fent  out  of  that  country*  and  afleert  bis 
called  the  country  of  the  Gtukrtnts-  leave  to  enter  into  the  twine,  and,  upon  per- 

t  As  our  Lord’s  carting  out  derate  U  often  miflion  obtained,  a€hiat!y  entered  iutn  the  m;- 
diftingoUhtd  from  bis  bealiu^  diicafes ;  lb  nor  can  wc  rcdbnabty  frppofc  that  any  dat* 
there  are  icveral  Ouugs  mtniioncd  in  the  cite  could  add  fuch  lircnj^h  10  this  iTnnB 
f}ory  of  this  nun,  that  cannot  he  account*  that  no  chains  or  fetter*  eouid  b***d  bun. 
id  fur  by  any  inert  d  if  ton  per  ufcsifbcw*  See  the  note  on  ttefth*  iv*  *+■ 

Fa 


84 

tnifc  m4ny  dev \\t 
were  entered  into 
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31  And  they 
jbrftntght  him 
th;*t  he  would  not 
command  them 
to  £i>ouc  into  the 
deep* 


3*  And  there 
vu  ( hone  to  herd 

<rf  many  fwine 
feeding  on  the 
mountain ;  anti 
they  ^eTot^ht 
him  that  he 
would  f>  Her  them 

to  eater  into 
them,  And  he 
faltered  them. 


dof  one  only,  bur  a  great  many  devils  were  at  that 
time  in  poflelEon  of  the  man,  under  one  of  their  chiefs. 
{See'the  note  on  Mark  f.  9.) 

3 1  Hereupon  the  whole  legion,  finding  that  they 
could  not  refift  Ch  rift's  power,  joined  in  their  requeft, 
that,  upon  catting  them  out  of  this  man,  he  would  not 
fend  them  hack  to  hell,  to  be  confined  in  the  bottom- 
left  pit  *  ;  but  {Mark  v.  id.)  would  fuffex  them  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  the  country  of  the.Gadarerui,  where  they  had 
hitherto  ruled,  with  great  power, 

33  And  as  there  was  at  that  time  a  great  herd,  of 
about  two  thou  fa  ml  fwine,  grazing  upon  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  hill  by  the  fea-fide,  the  devils,  knowing  that  they 
could  do  nothing  without  Ch  rift’s  leave,  earneftly  beg¬ 
ged  him  to  permit  their  taking  poilcilion  of  that  herd : 
And  he  fuffered  them  to  enter  into  the  fwine,  and  do 
their  worft  againft  them,  as  a  righteous  punifliment 
upon  fome,  and  as  a  juft  and  merciful  rebuke  anJ  trial 
to  others  of  that  country.  (See  the  note  on  Matth , 
viii,  32.) 

33  No  {boner  had  our  Lord  ordered  the  devils  to  go 
out  of  the  man,  without  laying  any  further  reftraint 
upon  them,  but  they,  acting  according  to  their  own 
vile  malicious  temper,  wentdirc£My  and  took  pofTeflion 
of  the  whole  herd  of  fwine ;  upon  which  they  were  all 
immediately  feized  with  a  pbrenzy,  and  ran  furioufly 
down  a  precipice  into  the  fea  of  Galilee ,  where  they 
were  fuffocated  and  loft. 

34  The  fwine-herds  feeing  this,  were  terribly  affright¬ 
ed  at  it,  and  ran  with  all  hafle  to  tell  it,  as  a  piece  of 
wonderful  news  to  all  the  people  they  could  meet  with 
in  the  neighbouring  city  and  country,  wherever  they 
went. 

35  Which  when  the  people  heard,  their  curiofity  and 
concern  carried  them  out  to  fee  what  truth  there  was 
in  the  ftrange  report  that  had  been  made  to  them ;  and 
coming  to  the  place  where  Jefus  was,  they  faw  him,  and 
the  man  whom  he  had  djfpoffeffed  of  the  infernal  le¬ 
gion,  fitting  at  his  (feet,  regularly  clothed,  rational, 
compofed  and  calm  in  his  mind  like  other  men  :  And 
they  who  before  had  often  feen  him  running  about  na¬ 
ked,  raving,  and  galhing  himfclf,  now,  beholding  fuch  a 
great  and  ludden  alteration  in  him,  were  ftruck  with 
awfnl  amazement. 

3 6  And  fome,-  who  faw- all  that  had  pa  (Ted  from  the 
beginning,  told  them  bow  Jefus  had  reltored  him  to 

his 

,  „  NOTE. 

Thus  utt) i»  Uic  capreffioDhere  ull-d,  it  rtn-JtreJ,  hu  il <  l-etiinkfi  ft.  Rev. ax.  3. 


33  Then  went 
the  devil*  out  of 
the  man,  and  en¬ 
tered  into  the 
Twine ;  and  the 
herd  ran  violent¬ 
ly  down  a  fteep 
pbtc  into  the 
lake,  and  were 
choked 

34  Wlienthey 
that  fed  them 
jaw  what  was 
done,  they  fled, 
and  vent  and 
told  in  thecky 
and  in  the  coun- 
try, 

3*  Then  they 
went  put  to  fee 
what  was  done ; 
and  «oic  to  j*- 
fus,  and  ft  Mind 
the  man  out  of 
whom  the  devil* 
were  departed, 
fitting  at  the  feet 
of  Jefus,  clothed, 
and  m  his  right 
ciiod:  and  they 
were  afntixL 

Stf  They  alfo 
which  fkW  tfy 
told  them  by 

what 


Cfa.  viii. 

vhal  means  be 
dut  was  poflHbd 
of  [he  devils  was 
)  »calcd. 


3T  Then  the 
whole  roaiUit&de 

of  the  country 

of  the  Gadaitnes 
round  dniiit,  be* 
iuiigfathiin  to  de¬ 
pan  from  them , 
i'o v  they  were  ta¬ 
ken  wth  great 
fair:  amt  he  went 
up  into  the  (hip, 
sod  returned  back 
again. 


38  Now  the 
man  out  of  whom 
the  devils  were 
departed  ,  be  * 
ftnnht  him  that 
he  might  be  with 
him:  but  Jrfui 
fent  him  away, 

laying, 

$$  Return  to 
thine  own  houfe, 
anil  (hew  how 
great  things  God 
hath  done  unto 
thee*  And  he 
went  hU  .way, 
a  od  puttUbod 
throughout  the 
whole  city,  how 
great  things  Jefui 
had  done  unto 
him. 
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bis  fenfes,  by  carting  out  the  devils  that  before  had 
poflefled  him,  and  bow  he  had  permitted  thofe  evil  fpirits 
to  fulfil  their  defire  of  entering  into  the  fwtne,  upon 
which  they  were  harried  down  the  bill  into  the  fea, 
where  they  were  all  drowned, 

57  The  Gadar&neS}  having  heard  the  whole  ftoiy* 
ar.d  loving  their  fwine  and  their  fins  more  than  Chuft 
and  their  own  fouls,  were  more  afraid  of  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  toft  by  the  devils,  under  his  per  million* 
than  pleafed  with  the  good  he  had  done,  and  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  Hill  further  doing  among  them  ;  and  therefore* 
mftead  of  deGring  him  to  flay  with  them,  that  he 
might  retrain  the  powers  of  darknefs  from  doing 
them  any  further  imlchief,  and  might  fave  them  from 
their  fins,  and  from  the  wrath  of  God,  they  all  impor* 
tuned  him  to  depart  from  their  country,  that  they 
might  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him  ;  and  he  gave 
them  up  to  their  own  choice,  and  going  aboard  a  veffel, 
returned  back  over  the  fea  of  Galikt* 

38,  39  But  (h)  the  man  out  of  whom  the  devils  were 
call,  eameftly  begged  that  he  might  go  along  with  Jefus, 
and  fo  continuing  under  his  gracious  care,  might  be 
fecured  againft  their  iniuGblt,  as  well  as  vifiblc  power 
over  him,  might  receive  inftru&ions  about  a  ftill  bet-* 
ter  faJvation,  and  might  go  away  from  that  wicked 
people,  who  would  not  content  that  Cbrift  fhould  Hay 
with  them :  However,  Jefus  would  ndr  allow  of  his  at¬ 
tending  him,  left  it  fhould  look  like  often  tat  ion  and 
rain-glory;  but  ordered  him  to  go  home,  and  rell  his 
countrymen  *  and  acquaintance  what  a  wonderful  de¬ 
liverance  God  had  wrought  for  him,  that  they  might 
be  turned  from  idols  to  ferve  the  living  and  true  God : 
Accordingly  he  obeyed  Chrift^  command ;  and  return¬ 
ing  home,  took  alt  opportunities  of  relating  to  every 
one  he  met  with,  in  Gadara%  and  the  reft  of  the  cities 
iti  Dtcapoliii  (fee  the  notion  Marky.z c.)  what  a  gra¬ 
cious,  miraculous,  and  god-like  deliverance  Jefus  had 
wrought  for  him,  which  was  in  effect  the  fame  as  if  he 
had  faid.  Which  God  had  wrought  for  him,  becaufe 
Jefus,  who  worked  it  by  his  own  power,  was  indeed 
the  true  God. 

40  Now  upon  the  return  of  Jefus  hack  to  the  other 
fide  of  the  fca  of  Gal\kty  the  people,  who  were  ftill 

waiting  there,  in  hope  of  his  coming  to  them  again, 

were 

T  E, 

rificsf  nor  feem  to  f«k  hi*  own  gtory ;  but 
having  wrought  one  imunig  th£  liathcnj,  he 
nrdcTCri  it  to  be  publtjhnl,  a*  the  mc:m  of 
bringing  others  to  believe  in  him* 


40  And  ■  it 
canie  to  pafs,  that 
when  Jefus  was 
tu  11  rncdjth^  peo¬ 
ple 

N  O 

*  When  our  fjflttf  wrought  wonderful 
uwks  in  Jtufttiy  he  ufually  oracm!  that  they 
not  be  (iirntjjed,'  bccaofc  h«  would 
eg*  uecillciilv  pryvukc  ;ht  fttibes  and  Pta* 


u 

pb  rt«tv- 

cd  him;  forthcjr 
were  all  waiting 
/or  him. 

4>  And  be¬ 
hold  there  came 
a  man  named 
Jalrus,  aod  ha 
was  a  ruler  of 
me  fynaeogue  i 
and  ho  fell  down 
at  jcfiu  feet,  and 
befought  him  that 
he  would  come 
into  his  honfc ; 

4a  For  he  had 
one  only  diiijrh- 
ter*  about  tw3« 

years  of  age,  and 

flic  by  a  dy¬ 
ing.  (Hut  as  he 

went,  (he  people 
thronged  him. 

43  And  a  wo¬ 
man  having  an 
a  due  of  bipod 
twelve  years  , 
which  had  /pent 
oil  her  living  u- 
pon  p  by  fauns, 
neither  could  b$ 
healed  of  any, 

^4,  Came  behind 
him.,  and  touch¬ 
ed  the  border  rf 
his  garment;  and 
immediately  her 
iiTuc  of  bipod 

fiimchtd. 


m* 

Till* 


41  And  Jefot 
faid.  Who  touch¬ 
es  me ;  When 
all  denied ,  Peter, 
and  they  that 
were  with  him, 
laid.  Matter,  the 
multitude  ibrantr 
thee,  and  prt£ 
fettp  9414  fayed 

thou 


m m 
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were  exceeding  glad  to  fee  him,  and  received  him  joy- 
folly. 

41  And  whilft  he  continued  in  tbefe  para,  obferye  a 
vety  rare  inftance  of  a  great  man’s  faith  in  him,  and 
public  acknowledgment  of  him !  Jairviy  a  noted  per- 
ion,  and  a  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,  hearing  of  Jdiis, 
came  to  him  \  and  proftrating  himfelf  before  him,  in 
the  prefence  of  all  the  people,  humbly  and  earneftly 
begged,  that  he  would  pleafe  fo  go  home  with  him  and 
heal  bis  child*  (See  the  notes  on  ebap.  xiii.  14*  and 
Mattb .  ix.  18.) 

-  42  For  his  only  daughter,  of  about  twelve  years  old, 
was  fo  exceeding  weak,  that  when  he  left  her,  (he  lay 
at  the  very  point  of  death ;  and  as  Jefus  refufed  none 
that  came  to  him  with  faith  in  his  power  aud  goodnefs, 
he  readily  confented  to  go  along  with  this  ruler,  a  great 
crowd  of  people  accompanying  him,  fome  out  of  cu- 
riofity,  and  other*  out  of  affe£Hon  to  him. 

43,  44  And  as  he  was  walking  toward  the  faoole, 
there  was  a  certain  woman  who  had  been  foreiy  afflict¬ 
ed  with  a  bfoody-flux,  for  twelve  years  paft,  and  had 
impoverilhed  herfelf  by  her  great  expence  in  applying 
to  phylicians  for  relief,  and  all  in  vain,  fhe  grow¬ 
ing  rather  worfe  th  an  better,  {Mark  v.  2$. )  \  this  wo¬ 
man  bad  a  mind  to  try  for  a  cure  from  Jefus,  who  (he 
believed  was  able  to  heal  her,  and  certainly  would  da 
it,  if  {he  could  hut  get  lb  near  him  as  to  touch  any 
part  of  his  clothes,  {Mattb.  ix.  21,) ;  And  therefore, 
with  great  modefty,  humility,  and  privacy,  fhe  crept 
hehind  him  in  the  crowd,  and,  without  any  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  ohferving  her,  touched  the  bept  of  nis  garment, 
in  expectation  of  a  cure  by  that  means ;  and  it  was 
done  for  her  according  to  her  faith,  fhe  immediately 
finding  a  wonderful  alteration  in  herfdf  to  a  perfect 

recovery. 

45  But  Jcfns  knowing  all  that  had  pafs’d,  and  deign¬ 
ing  to  bring  it  to  light,  for  the  manifellarion  of  htG 
own  and  his  Father's  glory,  for  the  encouragement  of 
Jairus1*  faith,  in  what  he  was  about  to  do  few  him,  and 
for  the  comfort  of  this  poor  woman,  who  feemed  to 
have  ftolen  a  cure  from  him,  turned  himfelf  about  and 
a&ed,  Who  had  touched  him,  meaning  with  a  defign 
of  deriving  virtue  from  him  ?  And  when  the  people 
that  were  nearelt  him  generally  denied  that  any  of 
them  had  done  it,  Peter,  and  fame  others  of  his  dif- 
ciples,  fuppofing  that  he  fpoke  of  barely  touching  him, 
replied.  Mailer,  it  is  unavoidable,  but  that,  in  fucb  a 
crowd,  fome  or  other  of  the  people  {hould  come  too 


Cb.  v’m. 

iKou»Who  toadi¬ 
ed  me? 

4 6  And  Jefus 
faidf  Somebody 
hath  touched  me; 
for  I  perceive  that 
virtue  itgaue  out 
of  me* 


47  And  when 
tfve  woman  £tw 
that  Ok  wu  not 
lutl,  ftie  came 
trembling*  and 
AlEng  down  be¬ 
fore  him,  (be  de¬ 
clared  unto  him 
before  all  the 
people,  for  what 
entire  Ok  had 
touched  him, and 
how  (be  was  heal¬ 
ed  immediately* 
4?  AndhtJ'aid 
unto  her,  Daugh¬ 
ter,  he  of  good 
comfort ;  thy 
faith  hadi  made 
thee  whole;  go 
zd  peace.  J 


49  While  he 
yet  Ipalte,  there 
c^meth  one  from 
the  niter  of  the 
fvnagogtK’sm^, 
laying  to  him. 
Thy  daughter  is 
dead  ;  trouble  DOC 
the  Matter* 

go  _  But  when 

Sfua  heard 
anfwered  him, 
faying,  Fear  not; 
Klieveonly,  and 
the  (hall  be  made 
whole. 


yi  And  when 
be  nme  Into  the 
houfe,  be  linTcrci 
no  man  to  go  in, 
tavc  Peter,  and 

4  tmu, 
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near,  and  be  thruft  upon  tbee ;  we  wonder  therefore 
that  thou  fhouldft  afk,  "Who  touched  me? 

4 6  But  (**)  Jefus  not  willing  to  hare  the  matter 
(tided,  laid,  with  great  earneftnefe,  One  of  the  com¬ 
pany  I  am  fure  has  touched  me,  out  of  the  ordinary 
way,  with  a  defign  of  getting  a  private  cure  from  me ; 
for  1  am  no  (tranger  to  the  power  that  is  gone  forth 
from  my  peifon,  who  have  knowingly  and  willingly 
communicated  virtue  for  healing.  (See  the  note  on 
Mark  r.  30.) 

47  Then  rhe  woman,  finding  that  (lie  conld  no  long¬ 
er  be  concealed,  came  tremhling  for  fear  of  a  rebuke  ; 
and  proftratiug  berfelf  at  hia  feet  in  the  humbled  man¬ 
ner,  made  an  open  declaration,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  multitude,  that  (lie  had  indeed  touched  him,  in 
hope  of  a  cure  from  him,  and  that  (he  had  not  failed 
of  her  hope,  but  tnftamly  found  herfelf  reitored  to 
perfect  health,  though  her  cafe  had  been  all  along  fo 
defperatc  before. 

48  And  at  (he  thus  put  herfelf  into  C  hr  id’s  hands, 
to  do  with  her  what  might  further  feem  good  in  his 
light,  he,  to  take  off  her  fears,  faid,  in  the  molt  ten¬ 
der  and  affectionate  manner,  Daughter,  let  thy  heart 
rejoice  in  my  favour  and  love  >  thy  faith,  which  broke 
through  all  difficulties  and  difeouragements  to  honour 
and  derive  mercy  from  me,  has  been  owned  and  ho. 
soured  by  me,  to  tne  healing  of  thy  grievous  difeafe : 
Go  home  with  fatisfa£lion  in  thine  own  mimt,  and 
fear  no  evil ;  I .  have  Mefled  thee,  and  thou  lhalt  be 
blcfTcd. 

49  Whilft  he  was  fpeaking  in  this  comfortable  man¬ 
ner  to  her,  mrffengere  came  to  Jairur3  having  been 
fent  from  his  houfe,  to  tell  him  that  his  daughter  was 
aft  11  ally  dead,  and  that  therefore  it  was  now  too  late, 
and  would  be  to  no  manner  of  porpofe,  to  give  tbc 
great  Mailer  of  Ifrael  the  trouble  of  coming  to  her,  or 
to  make  any  further  applications  to  him  about  her. 

50  But  when  jefus  beard  this  meffage,  and  few  how 
the  young  damfd’s  father  was  affected  with  it,  he 
fpoke  comfortably  to  him,  laying.  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled,  neither  be.  afraid,  as  if  there  were  now 
no  hope  ;  only  believe  that  I  am  gracious  and  able  to 
raife  her  even  from  the  dead,  and  ihc  thall  live  and  du 
well. 

51  And  they  going  dill  forward  till  they  came  to 
the  houfe,  Jefus,  to  avoid  often  tation,  ordered  the 
multitude  to  withdmw,  and  permitted  no  perfon  to  go 
in  with  him,  except  three  of  his  difciples,  viz.  Peter , 

James* 


Sff 

James,  and  Joint, 
amt  the  father 
and  the  mother 
of  the  KHidCLt, 

5  a  And 

vrpt  and  bewail- 
rd  he* :  hut  he 
faid,  WVrp  not; 
Ifcr  is  not  dcitl, 
hut  ilccpeth. 


*** 

▼lit 


jj  And  they 
Untied  him  to 
fcoru^  knowing 
that  Hiewudtaat 


54  And  he  put 
them  all  our,  and 
took  her  by  the 
hand,  and  called, 
frying,  Maid,  a- 


riic* 


SS  And  her 
fpirit  came  again, 
and  ihe  arofe 
ilrajghrw'iy  ;  and 
be  comma  n  rW 
to  give  her  mcat1 


jtf  And  her 
parcriu  &erc^(lo- 
jiiJhcd :  hnr  he 
f!iar£edthem  that 
they  ihould  (ell 
Tiom^tivybat  wa$ 
done. 
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James,  and  John,  and  the  parents  of  the  child,  that 
they,  being  prefent,  might  he  eyc-wimefles  of  the 
miracle  he  defig  ned  to  perform* 

5a  At  his  entering  into  the  room  where  the  young 
creature  lay,  he  found  a  company  of  people  all  in 
tears,  bitterly  lamenting  her  death,  and  preparing  for 
her  funeral :  But  he,  applying  himfelf  to  thefe.  bufy 
mourners,  faid,  There  is  no  need  of  all  this  burry  and 
forrow ;  for  Ihe  is  not  fo  dead  as  to  require  prepara¬ 
tions  for  her  interment but  her  prefoot  condition  is 
rather  to  be  accounted  a  fieep  than  a  death,  becaufe 
ihe  Dull  prefently  awake  out  of  it  in  perfeft  health,-  as 
•  one  does  out  of  Deep* 

53  But  they  being  as  fure  as  they  could  be  of  any 
fuch  thing,  that  Die  was  really  dead,  laughed  at  him 
with  great  derifioo,  for  talking  fo  contrary  to  the  plain¬ 
ed  evidence,  and,  as  they  imagined,  at  fuch  a  whim- 
fical  rate* 

54  However,  he  clearing  the  room  of  all  this  .com¬ 
pany,  and  having  with  him  only  the  three  fore-men¬ 
tioned  difciples,  and  the  father  and  mother  of  the 
child,  went  up,  and  taking  her  by  the  hand,  fpoketo 
her  with  divine  majefty  and  power,  faying,  Young 
damfei,  I  will,  and  command  thee  to  get  np. 

55  And  thefe  words  were  attended  with  fuch  vital 
energy,  that  her  foul  immediately  returned  ioto  her 
body  again,  and  {he  inftantly  got  up  in  perfeft  health 
and  ftrengch,  as  if  Die  had  only  awaked  out  of  a  com¬ 
fortable  and  refre filing  fieep  ;  antf'to  {hew  that  {he  was 
raifod  to  the  fame  auimal  life  which  Die  had  enjoyed 
before,  and  was  as  capable  of  feeding  as  if  {he  had 
never  been  lick,  be  ordered  that  fomething  Ihould  be 
given  her  to  eat. 

56  And  her  father  and  mother  were  filled  with  great 
amazement  and  joy  at  this  miraculous  recovery  of  thetr 
daughter,  by  a  refurreftion  from  the  dead :  but  Jefus, 
not  feeking  bis  own  glory,  commanded  them  not  to 
make  any  public  noife  of  what  he  had  done  j  and  yet 
the  fame  of  this  miracle  foon  fpread  abroad.  ( MaXth^ 

ix.  26,) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

O  the  deep  humiliation  and  con defee  1; lion  of  our  Melted  Lord,  that  he  Ihould 
ftand  in  nerd,  of  aiiiltance,  and  accept  of  fupptics,  from  fuch  as  had  been  the 
preateft  of  licnos !  All  forts  of  perfons  were  efleftually  wrought  upon  by  the 
go  (pel,  which  brought  forth  fruit,  more  or  Ws,  in  them  ft  ve  rally;  and  where- 
fwr  *  fails  of  fuccefj,  it  is  not  from  any  dried  in  the  good  feed  of  the  word, 
but  from  the  criminal  difoider  of  peoples  own  hearts,  which  either  relilts  its 
tmprrilion  upon  them,  or  foon  lofes  it,  through  the  fubtiity  of  Satan,  and  the 
temptations  of  this  world*  With  what  foriout  concern  Ihould  we  feet  L-race  to 

make 
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make  our  hearts  good,  and  take  heed  how  we  hear,  and  how  we  improve  our 
l.ght  for  the  benefit  of  others,  as  well  as  of  our  own  fouls !  They  that  cordially 
embrace  the  gofpel,  are  as  dear  to  Chrift  as  the  nearclt  relations  on  earth  can  be 
to  one  another ;  and  though  he  may  fuffer  them  to  meet  with  many  a  threaten* 
ing  and  furprifing  ftorm,  yet  bis  prefence  is  their  fccurity  and  relief  in  all  their 
troubles,  frights,  and  dangers;  and  they  ought  to  fly  to  him,  triiftia  him,  and 
adore  bim,  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  who  h  never  unmindful  of  them,  though 
fo  me  times,  like  one  aBeep,  he  mzy  feem  to  hrgleft  tb*m. — But  O  what  a  null* 
cious,  cruel,  and  hateful  enemy  is  Satan  !  Were  be  to  have  his  will  of  us,  he 
would  make  ns  the  molt  mifenible of  alt  creatures;  and  none  but  Chrift  can  re- 
Ccue  us  out  of  his  hand,  or  lay  him  under  reftraints:  But  he  has  fudi  a  complete 
dominion  over  him,  that  he  can  do  it  whenever  be  pleafes.  How  fooKih  and 
wicked  then  are  they  who  prefer  any  thing  in  this  world  to  Chrift,  and  who, 
under  terrible  apprehenfions  of  fin  and  danger,  have  hard  thoughts  of  him,  and 
put  him  away  from  themfcltea !  And  bow  juft  is  it  in  him  to  take  them  at  their 
word  and  choice  !  But  how  wife  and  happy  are  they,  who  gladly  receive  him, 
and  depend  upon  him  ;  whofe  faith  prefles  toward  him  through  all  difcourage- 
meets  and  appre  hen  lions  of  tbrir  own  unurorthineft  5  He  is  willing  to  receive, 
help,  and  &ve  them ;  and,  having  his  warrant  for  our  faith,  wefhould  think 
that  nothing  can  be  ton  great  for  him  to  do  for  us.  How  like  a  God,  did  he, 
by  virtue  in  himfelf,  heal  difcafcs,  oft  out  devils,  naife  the  dead,  and  call  back 
their  departed  fouls  to  animate  their  bodies  again  !  And  how  (houlrf  we  glorify 
him,  who  fought  not  his  own  glory !  In  whatever  he  commands  we  JhoukL  rea¬ 
dily  obey  him,  how  felf-denjing  foever  it  may  be  To  to  do.  But,  as  gracious 
fouls  cannot  but  wifh  to  be  as  near  to  Jcfus  m  poflible,  and  to  abide  with  him, 
how  dcftrablc  is  it  to  be  admitted  to  immediate  attendances  or  him,  when  the 
rircurnttauecs  of  things  admit  of  it!  And  how  peat  is  the  Ucfletiiidsof  that 
w  orld,  where  nothing  wilt  hinder  our  being  ever  with  the  Lord ! 


CHAP.  IX. 


-u 

Jcfut  fends  forth  the  twelve  apofllcs,  I> — 6.  Herod’ r  perplexing 
thoughts  about  him,  and  defire  to  fee  him,  7, — 9.  He  miracuhufiy 
feeds  five  thoufand,  10, — 17.  His  difeourfe  with  his  difciples  con~ 
censing  himfelf \  and  following  him,  ijp-jy.  His  transfiguration, 
28,-36,  His  cafiuig  the  devil  cut  cf  a  youth,  which  the  difciples 
had  attempted  without  fuccefs,  3  7,-42,  He  foretells  his  own  fuf- 
fe rings  to  death  43 » — 45 •  Checks  the  ambition  of  hit  difciples,  4 6, 
—48,  Reproves  them  fir  a  'forty ,  felfifb ,  and  revengeful  Spirit, 
49,-5 6.  find  fbews  the  danger  of  delaying  and  of  drawing  back, 

57* — to* 


Test. 

T'Hcfl-  1|h  cdbd 
his  twelve  dif- 
tiples  together, 
and  gave  them 
powerand  autho¬ 
rity  over  all  de¬ 
vils*  and  to  cure 
dhcafo. 


j  And  he  ftnt 
them 


Paraphrase, 

OUR  blefled  Lord  having  fome  time  ago  fingled 
out  twelve  of  his  difciples,  whom  he  dciigned 
for  apoftles,  {chap.  vt.  13, — 16.)  and  who  ever  fince 
had  attended  him,  'and  been  training  up,  as  it  were  at 
his  feet,  for  their  office,  he  took  an  opportunity  of  catl¬ 
ing  them  together:  And  that  they  might  be  thorough¬ 
ly  qualified  for  his  fetvicc,  he  veiled  them  with  proper 
powers,  which  fhould  be  cffeQual,  through  his  name, 
to  call  out  devils,  and  heat  all  manner  of  diftempers. 

2  'Whereupon  he  fent  them  forth,  with  a  com  mi f* 

fion. 
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tlrem  to  preach  Con,  to  publifh  in  feveral  parts  of  Judea ,  [Matth.  x. 
the  fcjnplom  of  ^  ^  y  that  he  would  foon  fet  up  the  kingdom  of  grace, 

the  tide!  (°  •  which  IHould  be  perfe£ted  in  tbc  kingdom  of  glory  \ 

and  for  the  confirmation  of  their  doflrine,  and  recoin- 


j  And  he  faid 
vneo  them*  Take 
nothing  for  jom 
Journey,  rather 
fiaver,  nor  trip, 
neither  bread  t 
neither  monqr ; 
neither  have  two 
coal*  q^picee. 


4  And  vhttTo- 
ever  bonfe  ye  en¬ 
ter  into,  there  a- 
hide,  and  thence 
depart. 


S  And  whom¬ 
ever  will  not  re¬ 
ceive  you,  when 
ye  go  dut  of  that 
city,  {hake  off  the 
very  dud  from 
your  feet  for  a 
teftiinony  qgrinft 
them* 


mending  it  to  the  affe&ions,  as  well  as  judgment  of 
the  people,  he  ordered  them  to  heal  the  fick,  and  do 
other  wondeiful  works,  asoccafions  might  offer,  where* 
ever  they  went. 

3  And  as,  by  this  fitft  million,  they  were  not  to  go 
very  far,  and  were  foon  to  return,  he  faid  to  them, 
Do  not  trouble  yourfelves  about  making  provifion  for 
your  journey  before-hand ;  but  go  forth  depending  up¬ 
on  the  providence  of  God  fix*  prote&ion,  and  for  a  fop* 
ply  of  all  the  neceflaries  of  life  i  carry  with  you  no 
ftaff  for  defence,  but  only  that  which  you  commonly 
ufe  for  walking  ;  no  bag  for  viduals,  nor  any  food  or 
money  to  buy  it  >  nor  any  change  of  raiment. 

4  Nor  be  ye  folicitous  about  entertainment  where 
ye  go ;  but  take  up  your  quarters  with  the  firit  fober 
family  that  is  willing  to  receive  you  ;  and,  to  avoid  all 
appearance  of  ficklenefs,  enriofity,  or  daiminels,  there 
continue,  without  changing  your  lodging  till  ye  leave 
that  town  or  city. 

5  And  whatfoever  place  yc  come  to,  if,  upon  trial, 
the  people  make  an  uproar  againft  you,  or  the  civil 
magiltrate  will  not  fatter  you  to  preach  ;  when  ye  go 
away  Horn  thence,  (hake  off  the  *  duft  of  pur  feet, 
as  a  witnefs  that  the  gofpel  of  felvarion  was  fent  to 
them,  and  they,  like  hardened  and  ungrateful  wretch¬ 
es,  rejected  it  to  their  own  perdition )  and  as  a  fignal 
of  pur  detefling  their  wickednefs,  and  refilling  to 
have  any  communion  with  them,  and  of  God’s  (hi¬ 
king  them  off  as  contemptible  and  vile,  like  the  dull 
of  one’s  feet. 


'  0  And  they 
departed  ,  and 
vent  through  the 
to-wus,  p  reaching 

the  golpd,  and 
healing  every 
where* 


T  Now  He¬ 
rod 


6  With  thefe  and  fuch  like  tnftrufUons  they  went 
forth,  according  to  Chrilfa  command;  and,  travel¬ 
ling  over  the  towns  and  cities  of  Judea ,  executed  their 
commiffion,  in  preaching  the  gofpel  wherever  they  came ; 
and  both  confirming  and  recommending  it  by  miracu- 
loufiy  healing  the  fick,  and  calling  out  devils,  and  the 

like. 


7  Now  this  fpread  the  fame  of  Jefus  wider,  and 
railed  hU  character  higher,  than  ever  before ;  fo  that 
all  the  great  things  that  were  done  by  him  in  perfon, 

ar.d 


N  O  T  Z. 

*  Some  hwe  ob&rved,  that  as  the  Jean  teftimony  that  they,  *ho  refuted  the  gof- 
thought  the  very  dud  of  the  heath?*  land  to  pel,  were  to  be  looked  upon,  and  treated 
Ire  polluted  i  fo  our  Lord  ordered  hit  ipo-  like  the  heathens  r  to  whom  he  had  £oruid 
illtfi  tj  thake  off  the  duftof  their  feet,  u  a  them  to  preach  it* 


Cb.i«. 

rod  the  trtnrcH 
heud  of  all  that 
war  done  by  him ; 
and  he  TO  per¬ 
plexed,  boetoic 
d»E  it  to  Aid  of 

fane,  dur  John 

vraa  itTcn  from 
the  dead : 


6  And  of  fomc, 

(Jut  Elia*  had  ap¬ 
peared  ;  amt  of 
others,  that  one 
of  the  old  pro* 
pheta  was  rifen 
again. 

p  And  Hcro'l 
faid,  John  have  I 
beheaded  ;  but 

who  u  this  of 
whom  E  hear 
fucH  filings  ?  and 
he  defind  to  fee 
him. 

to  A  od  the 
a  pottle* ,  when 
they  were  return* 
ed,  told  him  *[{ 
that  they  had 
done.  And  he 
took  them,  and 
went  afide  pri¬ 
vately  into  a  de¬ 
fer:  place,  be- 
longing  to  die  ci¬ 
ty  called  Beth*' 
fa  id;, 

1 1  And  the 
people  when  they 
knew  it,  followed 
h;m  ;  and  be  re¬ 
ceived  them*  and 

fpjke  unto  then) 
of  the  kingdom 
of  God,  an<f  heal¬ 
ed  them  that  had 
nccdof  healing. 

ii  And  when 
the  day  began  to 
wear  away,  then 
came  the  twelve, 
aM  (aid  Wit* 

him.  Scad  the 
multitude  away, 
that  they  may  go 
i  nto  the  town* 
and  country 
round  about,  apd 
i'xljje  end  get 
v&iulf;  Cor  wc 
arc  hete  in  a  dt- 
t-Tf  place. 
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add  by  his  apoftles  in  bis  name,  and  by  virtue  derived 
fiotn  him*  reached  the  cats  of  Herodt  the  tetrarch  .of 
Galilee,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  iii.  i.)  who  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  diftrefled  with  horror  in  his  own  confidence,  for 
having  beheaded  John  the  Baptift,  and  with  fear,  left 
now  it  Aionld  be  avenged  opon  him ;  becaufe  it  was  re¬ 
ported  by  feme  that  this  wonderful  perfon  was  no  o- 
tber  than  John  appearing  again,  as  rifen  from  the  dead. 

8  But  (A)  others  imagined  that  Jefos  was  Elias* 
who  the  Jews  thought  would  perfonally  appear  before 
the  coming  of  the  Melliab  ;  and  others  fancied  him  to 
be  one  of  the  antient  prophets,  ratfed  to  life  again. 

9  Amidft  this  variety  of  opinions,  Herod*  full  o( 
terrible  anxieties,  faid,  I  have  indeed  beheaded  John, 
but  cannot  tell  what  to  chiok  of  this  perfon,  who,  as  I 
now  bear,  appears  with  extraordinary  power,  and 
works  abundance^  of  miracles,  both  by  his  own  and 
his  difciplcs  hands.  1$  this  John  the  Baptifi  t  or  if 
not,  who  can  it  be  ?  And  he  earneflly  wilhed  for  a 
fight  of  Jefus,  hoping  thereby  to  iatisfy  himfelf  about 
it. 


io- In  the  meanwhile,  the  twelve  apoftles,  having 
executed  their  commilEon,  came  back  to  their  Lord, 
and  gave  bina  an  account  (as  all  bis  fervants  mull  of 
their  labours  in  the  final  judgment)  how  and  where 
they  bad  preached  and  wrought  miracles ;  and  what 
'reception  they  had  met  with :  Upon  which  he  retired 
with  them  to  a  folitarv  part  of  the  country,  not  far 
from  the  city  of  Bethfaida ,  that  he  might  give  them  a 
little  relaxation  from  their  late  labours  and  fatigues, 
and  might  further  inftruft  and  encourage  them  in  what 
related  to  their  work. 

11  But  (J<)  the  common  people,  knowing  to  what 
place  he  had  withdrawn,  followed  him  in  great  crowds 
thither :  And  though  they  broke  in  upon  bis  meafures 
for  a  little  reeels  and  refrdhment,  yet  fo  great  was  bis 
good  uels,  that  be  kindly  received  them  $  and,  in  Head 
of  fparing  himfelf,  preached  the  gofpel  of  his  kingdom 
to  them,  and  healed  focb  as  were  diltempered,  and 
came  to  him  for  a  cure. 

12  And  when  it  grew  toward  night,  his  twelve  a- 
pollles  deGred  bipi  to  difmiis  the  people,  that  they 
might  have  rime  enough,  •  while  day-light  lafted,  to 
reach  fomt  of  the  neareft  towns  and  villages,  and  get 
lodging  and  entertainmeot  there :  For,  faid  they,  we 
are  here  in  a  ddblate,  barren  part  of  the  country, 
where  there  arc  no  accommodations  for  them ;  fo  that 

u  _ 


T  3  Bat  be  ftld 
onto  them*  Give 
ye  them  Lo  cat. 
And  thtv  £utf4 
W(  liivt  no  niurt 
but  five  loaves 
and  two  fijbes; 
except  wt  thuuld 
and  boy  mrat 
for  all  thu  peu- 
pic. 


14  Tot  they 
tttrt  ah' nit  five 
thouund  men* 

Aud  he  Old  to 

Jill  riifctpks , 
Make  them  fk 
down  by  fifties 
ia  a  company* 

r  i 

a  ij  And  they 
did  To,  and  made 
die  m  all  fit  down* 


x6  Then  be 
look  the  five 
loam  and  the 
two  fifties,  and 
looking  op  to 
heaven,  be  blcf- 
th\  the:n,  and 
brake,  and  gave 
in  the  diiciflet 
to  kt  before  the 
uttdtuude* 

tj  And  they 
did  cm;*  and  wen! 
all  tilled  ,  and 
t!'cr:  was  taken 
tin  vt  fragments 
that  rcm.iinc !  to 
them,  twelve  baf- 
fcets* 

18  And  it 
ramc  to  pafs  as 
lie  was  alone 
praying,  bis  dif- 
cipTos  were  with 
him;  and  he  Alli¬ 
ed 
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they  mu  ft  neceflarily  iufFer  great  hardship,  if  they 
flay  any  longer* 

13  But  he  replied.  Give  them  fomething  to  eat  be¬ 
fore  they  go,  left,  having  had  no  refrefhment  lb  long. 
Tome  of  them  ftionld  faint  by  the  my:  The  apoftlea 
not  considering  how  God  fed  Ifracl  of  old  in  the  wil- 
derndi,  nor  how  eafily  their  Lord  could  do  the  fame 
now,  ohje£ted  to  tbia  motion,  faying,  We  have  only 
a  little  of  our  common  fare,  five  barley-loaves  and 
two  fmall  fifties,  juft  enough  for  a  meal  or  two  at  moft 
for  ourfclvts  ;  it  would  therefore  be  only  to  tantalize 
the  people,  were  we  to  ofler  them  an  entertainment, 
tin  Ids  we  were  to  go  to  fome  neighbouring  town,  and 
buy  provifions  there  for  this  vaft  multitude. 

14  The  reafon  of  their  fpeaking  after  this  manner 
was,  btcaufc  the  number  of  men  only,  then  prefenr, 
was  about  five  thou  fa  nd :  However  Ch  rift,  having  de* 
rer mined  111  himfdf  what  to  do,,  commanded  his  apo~ 
ftles  to  ilefire  all  the  company  to  fit  down  on  the  graft, 
and  to  place  them  by  fifty  in  a  rank* 

15  And  the  apofties,  without  any  farther  deputing, 
obeyed  their  Lord's  order,  caufingthe  people  to  fit 
down  in  that  manner,  by  which  means  they  might  be 
the  more  eaGly  numbered,  and  the  food  more  readily 
diftributed  among  them.  (See  the  note  on  Mark  vi. 
40.) 

16  Then  Jefiis,  having  the  five  loaves  and  two  fifties 
before  him,  took  part  of  them  into  his  hands ;  and, 
according  to  his  exemplary  cuftom  at  meals,  afited  a 
b) effing  upon  thetn,  turning  his  eyes  upward  toward 
heaven,  from  whence  every  good  gift  defeends,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mattb*  xiv*  19*):  And  then,  dividing  the 
food  into  pieces  fit  for  diftribution,  he  conveyed  it, 
through  the  hands  of  his  apofties,  to  all  the  people,  as 
they  fat  in  their  feveral  rows. 

1 7  And  hy  his  creating  power,  he  gave  it  fuch  a  fur- 
prifing  incrcafc,  that  the  whole  company  eat  of  ic 
till  they  were  fully  fatisfied  :  And,  finall  as  the  quan¬ 
tity  was  before  they  began,  there  were  no  lefs  than 
twelve  bafkets  full  left,  after  they  had  been  fo  plenti¬ 
fully  icfreflied,  and  had  quite  done  eating*  (See  the 
note  on  Matt h.  xiv.  30.) 

18  Having  thus  (hewn  his  compaftion  both  to  the 
fouls  and  bodies  of  this  great  multitude,  he  difmifted 
them,  and  retired  to  converfewith  God  his  Father,  and 
with  the  dife Spies  his  friends,  that  he  might  open  his 
heart  freely  in  his  petitions  for  them,  and  in  his  in* 
ftructions  to  them  j  and  when,  like  the  mafter  of  his 

ho  a  (bold. 
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cd  tb«m,  ftr-"*.  houlhold,  he  had  given  them  an  example  of  family* 

prayer,  he  proceeded  to  a  free  and  religions  converfa- 
tion  with  them  concerning  himfclf,  fay Lag,  What  is 
the. general  opinion  that  men  have  of  me  ?  Or  whom 
do  they  take  me  to  be  ? 

i*  They  an-  The  apo  files  anfwered,  that  people  were  much 

j ^"6*  Baptift;  divided,  and  had  very  different  notions  about  him; 
hut  fane  fayt  fosse  fancying  that  he  was  John  the  Baptifi  come  to 
Muu:  and  other;  ]jfe  again,  whilft  others  if>  fitted  that  he  was  Elijah  the 

fur,  that  one  of  ,7 , . .  .  .  •  .  £r  ir  i 

the  old  prophets  Tyonte,  appearing  among  them  to  anoint  the  Median, 
is  riicn  again.  whom  they  were  looking  fur  ;  and  ethers  talked  as  if 

'  he  were  one  or  other  of  the  antis  m  prophets  come  to 

them  from  the  dead. 


xo  He  CM  un* 
to  tfc«r» ,  But 
whom  lay  ye  that 
I  um  1  Peter  *□- 
twering  ,  CM  , 
The  Chrifl  of 
God. 


xi  And  he 
ftrahly  charged 
thcn>,  and  com- 
mended  ibtnt  to 
tell  no  qua  that 
thing. 


si  Saving,  The 
San  of  man  mult 


many 
things,  and  he 
rejected  at  the 
cum  and  chief 
pridh  ,  and 
Jcrihcs,  and  be 
ttain,  and  benif* 

cJ  ita  third  day. 


-  4 


j  And  he  laid 

to 


50  Then  Jefus  faid  to  his  difciples,  But,  amidft  all 
thefe  various  conjedlurea  and  debates  of  the  people, 
tell  me  the  fenfe  of  your  own  hearts ;  Whom  do  ye 
believe  me  to  be  ?  Peter  faid  in  all  their  names,  they 
confcnting,  What  foe  ver  others  chink  of  thee,  we  arc 
fatiified  that  tbou  art  the  only  true  Mrfuah,  and  the 
eternal  Son  of  God.  ( Mattb ,  xvi.  16.) 

21  And  though. Chriit  highly  approved  of  this  con* 
fefiion  of  their  faith  in  him,- yet  he  ftrl&ly  forbade  their 
publiftiing  it  for  the  prefear,  that  the  Jev>ty  who  ex* 
pefied  the  Meffiah  to  he  a  temporal  prince,  might  not 
raife  a  tumult  on  his  account,  either  by  contending  for 
or  againft  his  being  their  king,  and  fo  attempting  ei¬ 
ther  to  hinder  or  halten  his  death  out  of  its  proper 
feafon ;  as  alfo  that  the  full  manifestation  of  the  glory 
of  his- character  might  be  referved  till  he  (hould  rife 
from  the  dead. 

b 

22  Accordingly  he  took  this  opportunity  ro  turn  off 
their  own  expeditions. of 'temporal  advantages  from 
him,  or  of  his  immediately  appearing  in  the  glory 
even  of  his  fpirittial  kingdom,  faying,  TheMefliah, 
according  to  divine  appointment  and  predictions,  and 
for  anfwcring  the  great  deiign  of  his  coming  into  the 
world,  mult  undergo  many  terrible  fu Seringa  and  iu- 
dignities ;  and  particularly  mult  be  oppofed,  reviled, 
and  condemned  by  the  great  council,  con  lifting  of  the 
elders  of  the  people,  and  of  their  chief  priefts  and 
doflors ;  and  at  length  mull  be  put  to  a  cruel  death  : 
And  he  added,  for  their  comfort,  that  oil  the  third  day 
he  muft  rife  again,  to  Ihew  that  he  is  a  divine  perfon, 
and  that  his  Father  accepts  and  owns  him  in  his  work. 

21  And  as  his  difciples,  and  Peter  in  particular, 
conld  not  tell  how  to  brook  what  he  had  faid  a  boat  his 
fufferings  and  death  ;  and  as  hy  this  time  a  multitude 
of  people  were  come  again  to  him,  {Mark  viii.  32— 

34*) 
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to  thim  all,  If 
any  man  will 
came  after  me* 
let  him  deny  fadA* 
felf,  and  take  up 
hit  crofs  daily 
and  follow  me. 
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Ch.tr. 


04  Forwhofo- 

ever  wilt  fave  his 
life  flull  toft  it ; 
but ,  whofccvef 
will  lofe  hU  life 
for  my  lake,  the 
£udc  mall  five  k. 


%$  For  what 
la  a  man  advntw 
tigcd,  if  he  gnu 
the  whole  world* 
and  loft  him&if, 
or  be  aft  away* 


\6  ForwhcJo- 
ftull  be  *- 
fltatned  of  me 
and  of  my  words, 
of  him  mill  the 
Son  of  map  be 
afhamed ,  when 
he  fhall  come  (a 
his  own  glory 
and  ia  his  Fa¬ 
ther's,  and  of  Ihc 
holy  apgdi. 


%7  Bat 
yon  of  a 
there  be 


I  tell 
troth, 
forae 


34*)  be  fa  id  to  them  all  in  general)  If  any  one  would 
be  my  difeipfe,  and  fhare  in  tbe  bleffiogs  lam  come  to 
be  flow,  he,  after  my  example,  mult  be  contented  to 
pan  with  the  riches,  honours,  and  plea  Cures  of  this 
life,  and  fubmit  to  tbe  be  a v  left  hard  Grips  and  fuffer- 
ings  day  by  day  for  my  fake,  even  unto  death  *,  and 
mull  follow  me  with  faith  and  patience,  through  much 
tribulation,  till  he  arrives  at  my  heavenly  kingdom. 
(S  ee  the  note  on  Mark  viiL  34.) 

24  For  whoever  declines  thefe  duties,  to  fave  his 
temporal  life  in  this  world,  (hall  fall  too  it  of  eternal 
happinefs  in  the  next,  which  is  lofiag  bis  life  in  the 
word  fenfe  that  poilibly  cad  be :  But  whoever  is  will* 
ing  to  put  them  into  prafHce,  even  to  the  lofs  of  this 
tranfitory  life,  foe  his  faith  in  me  and  profeffion  of  my 
name,  fhall  certainly  obtain  eternal  lire,  which  is  the 
bed  that  any  one  can  enjoy. 

35  For  the  foul  of  roan  is  bis  life  and  his  glory,  his 
principal  and  immortal  part  $  and,  as  it  fares  with 
that,  he  himfelf  mud  be  extremely  happy  or  miferahle 
for  ever :  What  coroparifon  then  can  there  be  between 
all  this  world  and  bis  own  foul  ?  or  what  advantage 
could  he  have,  were  be  to.  gain  the  utmoft  grandeur 
and  delights  on  earth,  and,  after  all,  were  to  be  him¬ 
felf  eternally  loft  or  deftroyed  ? 

26  And  yet  this  will  be  tbe  dreadful  condition  of  all 
tbofe  that  refute  to  take  up  their  croCs  and  follow  me : 

For  whoever  is  -afraid  or  afhamed  to  own  me  and  my 
gofpel  now,  in  the  prefence  of  men,  left  they  fbould 
persecute  or  reproach  him,  or  laugh  at  him  for  ir,  him 
will  tbe  Mefliah  publicly  refufe  to  own,  and  upon  him 
will  he  pouf  the  greateft  contempt  at  the  great  day, 
when  he  fhall  appear  In  his  own  perfbnal  and  media¬ 
torial  glory,  as  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  and  Judge  of 
all,  and  in  the  glory  of  his  heavenly  Father,  whofe  di* 
vine  perfections,  majefty,  and  authority,  will  then  dif- 
play  themfelves  in  him;  and  when  he  fhall  be  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  pompous  retinue  of  holy  angels,  to  execute 
his  commands  and  celebrate  his  praife  *. 

27  And  { **)  I  folemnlv  a  Sure  you  that  it  will  not  be 
long  before  a  lively  emblem  of  this  fhall  appear :  For 

feme 

T  E. 

ry,  it  was  his  glory  as  veil  as  tbe  Father's. 
And  we  way  add,  that  tbe  living  creatures, 
and  the  chcrobimt,  being  aUorepfcfcmcdm 
fercral  of  tbofe  appearances,  as  the  mint- 

Iters  or  providence,  and  attendants  on  this 
glory,  Cbrlft  fam*  to  fpcak  liicwifr,  m  the 
&me  aUutton,  oj  bis  coming  bt  tbt  $hrj  rf 
tkt  boij  OBgtU .  9ct  Ex<t*  i.  and  x,  chapters* 


{trading 

N  O 

*  Here  feemsto  fce,  according  to  T>TJPbit~ 
ijf's  observation*  anoihiGontotlU  Shtfl4rt&bt 
which  was  called  tbt  riorytf  tht  Cod  of  Jfratl, 

V 


fnally  thus  appeared,  and  who,  after  his 
aftcQdon,  vu  inverted  again  utiili  this  glo~ 


Ch.  it. 
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landing  here  | 
ikliich  frail  not 
:j11c  uf  dcaih  till 
ihiy  fee  the  king- 
iurc  of  God* 


9! 


fome  here  prefent  {hall  live  to  fee  the.  kingdom  of  the 
MelGab  fet  op  In  the  world  with  great  glory,  by  his 
FcfurreQton  and  exaltation  at  the  Father’s  right  hand, 
by  the  plentiful  effuGon  of  his  Spirit,  to  glorify  him, 
and  fpread  his  gofpel  with  fpeedy  and  futprlGng  fuc- 
cefs,  aod  by  his  coming  to  take  vengeance  upon  the 
Incorrigible  Jew*}  in  the  utter  (icftruftkm  of  their  ci¬ 
ty  and  nation ;  and  here  are  fome,  who,  in  a  few  days, 
fhall  be  eye-witnefles  of  an  tlluftrious  difplay  of  his 
glory.  (See  the  note  on  Mattb.  xvi.  28.) 

28  About  a  week  *  after  Chrilt  had  faid  thefe things, 
he,  defigning  to  give  a  little  fpecimen  of  his  future 
glory,  fingled  out  three  of  bis  difciplft,  Peter ,  Jchnr 
and  Jamesy  to  be .  eye-witnelJVs  of  it,  as  they  after¬ 
wards  were  to  be  of  bis  agony  in  the  garden,  {Mattb, 
xxvi.  37.);  and  taking  thefe  along  with  him,  he  went 
up  an  nigh  bill,  as  he  was  wont,  to  fpend  fome  time 
in  fecret  prayer. 

29  And  while  he  was  thus  humbling  himfelf  in  the 
form  of  a  fervant,  his  divine  glory  broke  forth  to  give 
him  an  appearance  in  the  form  of  God ;  fo  that,  all 
on  a  fudden,  a  dazzling  luftre  flufhed  through  his 
countenance,  and  a  ftiimng  brlghtncfs  through  all  his 
clothes,  by  which  he  appeared  all  over  glorious,  like 
the  God,  “who  cover t  himfelf  with  light  as  with  a  gar¬ 
ment*  (Pfah  civ*  2.  See  the  note  on  Mattb •  xvii.  2.) 

30,  31  There  were  likewife,  at  the  fame  time,  two 
of  the  greatest  men  that  bad  ever  lived  upon  earth, 
who  came  to  own  and  honour  him  % .  one  was  M<frst 
the  giver  of  the  law ;  and  the  other  was  Eiias,  the  re- 
ft  ore  r  of  it:  Tbefe  appeal  in  glorious  forms,  like 
perfons  that  came  from  the  hlefled  ft  ate  aftd  world 
above,  and  they  converted  with  Jefus  about  the  nature 
and  deftgn  of  bis  fufferings  and  death,  which  he  was 
fhortly  to  undergo  at  Jerufalem, 

32  But  at  the  beginning  of  this  wonderful  feene,  Peter 
and  ,h*r  *J*“  and  the  other  two  difeiplea  were  fo  exceeding  drowfv, 
we™  wn  jm,  they  could  hardly  attend  to  any  thing  about  it? 

til],  recovering  themfelves  out  of  their  fteepy  fit,  and 
being  perfeCUy  awake,  they  plainly  faw  the  glorious 
appearance  that  Chrift  made,  and  took  notice  of  Mofes 
and  Elidst  who  were  with  him, 

33  And 

T  E. 

thrift's  frying  thffe  thing#,  and  the  day 


iS  And  it 
time  to-  paf#  a- 

Lout  an  eight 

t'.vy s  after  thefe 
feyiaga,  he  took 
J'cttr,  and  John, 
*nd  James,  and 
uent  up  Into  a 
mountain  tepjay* 

xp  And  as  he 
prayed,  the  fa- 
fhinnofbisamn- 
tccuucc  was  el* 
lard,  md  his  rai¬ 
ment  vex  while 
and  glifleriog. 


30  And  behold, 
theft  talked  with 
him  two  men, 
which  wcrcMofet 
and  Elias. 

3 1  Who  ap¬ 
peared  in  glory, 
and  Qttkt  of 
l:i*  deteafe  which 
)■*  fhoald  accotn- 
plifr  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem. 

31  But  Peter, 


■were  heavy  vkh 
fleep;  and  when 
1  hey  were  awake, 
titty  faw  bis  glo¬ 
ry,  and  the  two 
n;en  that  flood 
vtilh  him. 


N  O 

+  TnMatfkxriL  1,  and  Merit  1st.  i,  this 
h  faid  to  be  fix  dayi  #fltr  the  foregoing  di£ 
tourfc,  meaning  only  the  days  dial  polled  be¬ 
tween  that  and  the  day  of  Chrift's  transfigu¬ 
ration  ;  but  here  it  is  Grid  to  be  ohcot 

after  ii,  induGve  both  of  ths  day  of 


of  his  going  up  fa  the  mount,  which,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  t:x  intermediate  <hyf,  made 
up  obtttl  eight  days,  though  not  eight  coin-* 
plwe. 


33  And  It  cure 
to  p?ft,  u  they 
depart  from 
him  t  Peter  fabi 
tmta  Jefns*  Mif- 
ter,  U  is  good  for 
us  to  be  here; 
end  Id  vs  make 

three  tabernacles, 

one  for  diet,  and 
one  for  Motcs, 
and  one  for  Eii~ 
as;  not  knowing 
wbat  he  Aid' 


34  'While  be 
thus  fpakc,  there 
came  a  cloud 
Andover  dudowed 
them :  and  they 
feared  as  they 
entered  into  the 
cloud* 


3S  And  there 
came  i  vokc  our 
of  the  cloud,  fay* 
W»  This  is  my 
beloved  Sou,  hear 
him. 


34  And  when 
the  voice  w» 

paft,  Tefus  was 
found  alone :  and 
they  kepti/ctafe, 
and  sold  no  man 
j a  thoJe  days  any 
of  tiiofe  things 
which  they  had 
iecn. 

37  And  it  came 
to  pats,  that  on 
the  nest  day, 
when  they  were 
come  down  from 
the  hill,  much 
people  met  him. 

36  And  be¬ 
hold,  a  man  of 
the  company  cried 
out,  faying,  Ma¬ 
tter,  I  bdocch 
thee  look  upon 
my  Jon,  for  be  is 
miL>e  only  child. 
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33  And  while  the  difciples  were  filled  with  alto  nidi* 
ment  and  delight  at  what  they  had  leen  and  heard. 
Peter?  obfenring  that  thofc  two  ancient  prophets  were 
about  to  withdraw,  add  refled  himfelf  to  Cbrift,  fay* 
ing.  Lord,  bow  glorious  arid  transporting  is  it  to  be 
here  !  and  how  happy  would  it  be  if  we  could  always 
enjoy  fuch  heavenly  mamfeftatioos.  difeourfe.  and  com* 

pany,  as  this !  Suffer  us  to  fet  up  three  tents ;  one  for 
thee,  the  fecond  for  Mofes .  and  the  third  for  Eftas, 
that  we  may  all  dwell  together  in  this  place;  This  he 
faid  in  a  fort  of  rapturous  furprifc.  which  made  him 
un capable  of  duly  confidering  whether  it  might  be  fit 
and  proper,  or  not. 

24  But  at  the  very  inftant  that  he  was  uttering  thefe 

words,  the  difciples  found  themfelves  covered  with 
fucb  an  awful  cloud,  as  was  an  emblem  of  the  divine 
prefence,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth .  xvii.  5.) ;  which, 
when  it  began  to  fpread  over  them,  not  only  deprived 
them  of  all  further  fight  of  Mofet  and  Elias,  (ver.  36.) 
but  filled  them  with  great  fear,  as  not  knowing  what 
might  be  the  confequence ;  though  Chrift  being  with 
them,  there  was  no  room  to  apprehend  any  danger. 

35  And  to  (hew  that  this  cloud  was  a  vifible  token 
of  divine  favour,  and  not  of  wrath,  they  immediately 
heard  a  voice  from  the  eternal  Father  out  of  the  cloud, 
faying,  This  is  the  Son  of  my  higheft  love,  in  whole 
peifon,  office,  and  performances,  my  foul  delights, 
and  by  whom  I  will  make  the  laft  revelation  of  my 
mind  and  will :  Attend  therefore  to  him,  and  obey 
him,  in  whatfoerer  be  (hall  fay  unto  you. 

36  Immediately  after  this  voice  the  whole  vifion 
doled}  Mofes  and  Elias  were  gone,  the  cloud  of  glory 
withdrew,  the  transfiguration  was  over,  and  JeTus  was 
with  them  alone  in  his  ufual  form ;  And  they,  accord* 
ing  to  his  command,  \Matth.  xvii.  9.)  kept  counfel  for 
the  prefect,  without  difeovering  what  they  had  feen  to 
friend  or  foe,  till  after  his  refurre&ion,  when  it  was 
much  more  eafily  credited  than  it  would  have  been 
he  fore. 

37  Now  (J*)  when  our  Lord  anti  the  three  difciples 
returned,  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day,  from  the 
mountain,  he  found  abundance  of  people,  with  the 
reft  of  his  difciples,  waiting  for  him  below. 

38  And  as  foon  as  he  appeared,  they  flocked  about 
him,  and  one  of  the  people  falling  down  at  his  feet, 
cried  out  with  great  earneftoefs,  Lord,  I  humbly  beg 
that  thou  wouldft  look  with  an  eye  of  compaffion  up¬ 
on  my  (on,  and  heal  him  ;  for  he  is  a  dear  and  onlr 

child, 


CB.il. 


%9  And  b,  ■ 

f pint  taketh  him, 
and  be  fuddcolj 
erieth  out,  and  it 
teartth  him  that 
he  fcuneth  a- 
£atD,  and  fcraif- 
ing  him,  hardly 
dcparteth  from 
him. 


40  And  I  be* 
fanght  thv  dii- 
ripld  to  eaft  him 
Air,  and  they 

could  not. 


41  And  Jefiu 
an  faring,  laid, 
O  bithufs  and 

pcrTerft  genera¬ 
tion,  how  tong 

hall  I  be  with 
yutij  and  Aider 
you  ?  Bring  thy 
ion  hither. 


4a  And  as  be 
was  yet  a  coming, 

the  d^vtl  threw 
him  down,  and' 
tare  him :  and  Jc* 
in*  rebuked  the 

ii.:deiti  fpirit  , 
Jiid  healed  the 
dhild,  and  deli¬ 
vered  him  again 
to  hUfzihcr. 
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child,  for  whom  I  cannot  but  be  tenderly  concerned  in 
his  prefent  deplorable  condition,  which  is  this : 

39  An  evil  fpirit  has  taken  pofieffion  of  him,  and 
diftrefles  him  in  fo  terrible  a  manner,  that  lometimes 
he  Ihrieks  out  all  oa  a  fudden,  and  talks  like  one  fright¬ 
ed  out  of  his  wits ;  at  other  times  he  is  racked 'and  tor¬ 
tured,  and' thrown  into  violent'  convnlfions;  till  he 
foamff  at  the  mouth,  and  feems  to  be  quite  fenfelefs ; 
at  other  times  be  falls  down  in  an  inftant  -wherever  he 
is,  and  receives  abundance  of  hurt ;  and  fo  cruel  and 
malicious  is  the  devil  in  tormenting  him,  that  he  hard¬ 
ly  ever  gives  him  any  refpite. 

40  Having  therefore  heard  of  thee,  and 'of  what 
wonderful  works  even  thy  difciples  have  done'  in  thy 
name,  I  applied  to  them,  while  thou  wert  abfcnt,  beg¬ 
ging  that  they  would  cad  out  this  evil  fpiriti  But,  alas! 
they  attempted  it  in  vain ;  and  now  I  come  to  fee  whe¬ 
ther  thou  thyfelf  canft  do-  any  thing-  to  help  him. 

{Mark  mx2.) 

41 '  Hereupon" Jefus  fevetely  reproved  the  father  of 
the  lad,  together  with  the  unbelieving  multitude,  and 
cfpccially  the  forties^  who  had  run  down  bis  difciples 
becaufc  theycould  nor  work  this  cure,  {Mark  ix.  14.)} 
and  he  laid'  to  them,  O  ye  defpetately  incredulous,  cb- 
fiisate  generation  of  men,  hew  long  (hall  I  be  work¬ 
ing  divine  and  merciful  miracles  among  you  ?  and  how 
long  muft  I- neverthelefe  bear  with  your  pfcrverfc  diffi¬ 
dence,  einpity,  and  oppofition  to  me  ?  Then  fpeaking 
to  the  father,,  for  tbe>  encouragement  of  his  faith,  and 
to  the  people,  and  particularly  the  feriber,  {Mark  ix. 
19.)  for  the  confuting  of  their  unbelief, ^  he  laid,  Bring 
the  child  to  me  *.  - 

42  And  as  the  youth  was  coming,  the 'devil,  who 
knew  ChrilVs  power  better  than  the  forties  did,  was 
enraged  at  the  thoughts  that  he  muft  now ’be  call  out ; 
and  to  fhew  his  furious  inclination-  for  doing  all  the 
mtfehtef  hC  could,  he  threw  the  poor  young-  creature 
down  with  great  violence,  and  (hoot  him  as  if  be 
would  have  torn  hrm  to  pieces  ;  But  (J»)  Jefus  tpoki 
with  fove reign  power  and  authority  to  the  evil  fpirit  to 
depart;  and*  immediately  re  ft  erred  the  child  to  perfeft 
health,  and- delivered  him  back  to  his  father  fife  and 

found. 


43  And  they1 
were  ail  unmd 
«  the  mighty 

power 


43  And  tbc  whole  multitude  were  (truck  with  great 
aftomfliment  at  ftr  plam  x  demon  ftru non  of  the  truly 

divine 

tf  0  T  E. 


*  See  the  notes  on  Matib*  xvii.  ty.  and  Mark  ix.  19.  where  Chrift  fpcak?  to  the 
AUlilcfs  gcocutkm  to  bring  the  child  to  him. 

'  Vo  L*  LL  G  \ 


98 

power  of  God  i 
But  while  they 

wondered  every 
one  at  *11  things 
wiikt>  Jci'us  d:jlt 
he  Ibid  unto  htS 
difdpk'S, 


44  Let  thefe 
f&yin^sfinkdnwn 
intu  your  caifi 
for  the  Son  of 
mao  (hull  be  de¬ 
livered,  into  the 
lyuidf  of  men. 


4$  Bat  they 
tnikritawl  not 
this  liyifijr,  mid 
k  was  hid  from 
them,  that  they 
perceived  it  nul : 
and  ihty  ftrticdto 
aflt  him  of  that 
laying* 


46  Then  there 
flrole  a  rcafojiin^ 
among  them  , 
which  of  them 

Jliould  be  ereat- 

dt 


4T  Arid  Jefns 
perceiving  the 
thought  of  their. 

heart*  took  a 
child*  and  ftt 
him  by  him. 

48  And  fa  id 

tmt<nhrui.  Who- 

foever  (ball  re¬ 
ceive  this  child  in 
my  name,  re¬ 
ceived)  me  1  and 

U'hoioever  (hall 

receive  me,  re- 

ccivcth 
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divine  power,  which  our  Melted  Lord  exerted  in  per* 
forming  this  (tupeildious  work,  and  thereby  defeating 
the  ummphs  of  hie  enemies.  But  while  the  people 
were  ad  mi  ling  this  and  -other  miracles  which  Jefus 
had  wrought,  and  he  and  his  difciples  were  again  got 
together  alone,  (Matth.  xvii.  19, — 22.)  be,  to  guard 
them  againft  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  his  appear* 
itig  in  worldly  power  and  grandeur,  faid, 

44  Take  particular  notice  of  what  1  have  told  you 
before,  and  am  going  to  tell  you  again  ;  often  think  of 
it,  reflect  ferioufly  upon  it,  and  live  in  the  daily  be¬ 
lief  and  expectation  of  ir,  that  ye  may  not  be  furpri* 
fed  and  fhocked  when  ye  come  to  fee  it ;  viz.  That  I, 
whom  ye  know  and  believe  to  be  the  Meffiah,  Ihall  cer¬ 
tainly  be  given  up  to  tbe  power  of  mine  enemies,  who 
will  put  me  to  death. 

45  But  how  plainly  foever  he  talked  to  them  of  thefe 
things,  their  heads  were  fo  full  of  notions  about  the 
Mefliah’s  appearing  with  external  pomp,  that  they  could 
not  tell  how  to  under  ft  and  his  fuffering  and  dying  in  a 
literal  fenfe,  nor  could  they  imagine  what  he  intended 
by  fuch  expreflions :  And  yet,  he  having  fo  often  ufed 
them,  and  (hewn  his  difpleafure  at  the  exceptions 
which  Peter  had  lately  offered  again  ft  them,  [Matth, 
xvi.  21, — 23.)  they  were  alhamed,  and  afraid  to  make 
any  further  inquiries  about  his  meaning  in  them. 

46  And  as  Jefus  was  .going  with  his  difciples  toward 
Caperaawnt  { Mark  ix.  33.}  they,  lagging  behind,  en¬ 
tered  into  a  warm  debate,  about  which  of  them  fbould 
have  the  pre-eminence  in  thetemporal  kingdom,  which 
they  (till  expected  Chrift  would  foonfet  up  in  the  world, 
nocwithlbiuding  all  that  he  bad  faid  to  the  contrary. 

47  But  Jefus,  who  knew  what  was  in  man,  was 
perfeQly  acquainted  with  all  their  ambitious  views,  and 
with  tbe  whole  of  their  vain  difpute,  though  he  was 
not  corporally  within  hearing  5  and  therefore,  as  foon 
as  they  arrived  together  at  Capernaum^  he,  calling  for 
a  young  child,  fet  it  before  them. 

46  And  then  be  faid  onto  them.  This  child  is  a 
proper  emblem  of  the  true  fubje&s  of  my  kingdom, 
who,  like  him,  Ihould  be  dilinterefted,  meek,  and 
humble,  free  from  all  ambition,  euvy,  and  malice ; 
and  whoever  (hall  receive  any  perfonaof  thefe  holy  dif- 
pofitions  into  his  afteftion,  and  (hew  kin  duels  to  them 
in  ohedience  to  my  command,  and  for  my  fake,  be- 
caufe  they  bear  my  image,  and  are  in  favour  with  me, 
(hall  be  accounted  of  as  if  he  had  done  it  perfunally 
to  myfdf ;  and  whoever  (lull  receive  me  into  his  heart. 


Ch.  It. 

ecWctli  him  that 
fcnt  me;  for  be 
liar  1$  Iraft  a- 
mong  you  ill, 
tlic  fame  Jhali  be 

gW. 


49  And  John 
an  (Wired  iinUVkJ  > 
MiA«rt  *c  faw 
one  calling  on i 

d^viU  in  ii»y 
name ;  and  ue 
forbad  him*  be* 
auii  he  foitaw- 
eth  not  with  ua» 


$q  And  Jefus 
kid  unto  him* 
Furbid  him  not : 
UiT  he  that  is  not 
jg^inA  u s,  is  fur 


yi  And  it  came 

to  paft,  when  the 

lime  was  come 
that  he  Aon  Id  be 
r retired  up,  he 
rtedUftly  fet  his 
face  to  go  to  Je- 

rufataa* 


S%  And  ferrt 
medengm  before 
his  face:  and  they 
u-?nr>  and  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  Tillage 
of  the  Samari¬ 
tans  to  make  rea¬ 
dy  for  him, 

yj  And  they 
did  (tot  revive 

.hi®, 
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by  a  fclf-denying  faith  and  lore,  for  fpi  ritual  purposes, 
(hall  be  efieemed  as  paying  tli«  fame  religious  regard  to 
iny  Father  himfdf,  who  lent  me  into  tbc  world :  For 
this  is  the  rule  of  .my  kingdom,  that  be,  who  is  mod 
humble,  condefcending,  and  felf-abafed  among  you, 
fhatl  be  advanced  to  the  greateft  honours,  and  molt 
highly  favoured  with  my  fmiles  and  bleflings. 

49  Then  the  apoflle  John,  dtfirous  ro  know  whether 
he  had  preferred  tbis  excellent  temper  on  another  oc- 
cafion,  faid,  Matter,  1  and  others  of  tby  difriples,  not 
long  fince,  faw  a  certain  man  making  ufe  of  thine 
authority  in  catting  out  devils ;  and  we  thought  pro* 
per  to  rebuke  him,  and  forbid  bis  doing  fo  any  more, 
as  fuppoiing  that  be  had  no  right  to  ufe  thy  name  for 
fuch  purposes,  becaufe  he  did  not  affociate  with  us,  or 
with  any  of  thy  conllaut  followers. 

50  But  («>)  Jefus  being  difpleafed  at  fuch  a  peevifb, 
narrow,  unbecoming  party-fpirit,  reproved  Jam  and 
his  companions  that  joined  with  him  in  it,  faying,  Ye 
ate  much  to  blame  for  going  about  to  hinder  fuch  an 
one  in  my  work,  and  to  rob  me  of-  my  praife  ;  tor  he 
who  do  not  oppofe  us,  and  especially  he  who  carries  ou 
the  fame  ddign  with  us,  can  never  be  reckoned  as  an 
enemy,'  but  (houid  be  efteemed,  embraced,  and  en¬ 
couraged  as  a  friend;  though  for  reafons  which  ye 
know  not  he  may  not  think  proper  to  join  in  compa¬ 
ny  with  you. 

51  Now  the  time  drawing  on,  when,  according  to 
the  determinate  counfel  and  foreknowledge  of  God, 
our  Lord  Jefus  was  to- pals  through  his  laft  fu fFe rings 
to  glory,  his  heart  was  fo  fully  let  upon  the  redemp¬ 
tion  of  the  church,  that  he  refblved,  and  fet  out  to  go 
to  Jerusalem ;  nor  would  he  hear  of  any  perfuafions  to 
the  contrary,  though  he  knew  the  terrible  things  that 
would  befal  him  there,  by  the  righteous  ordination  of 
God,  and  tbc  malicious,  wicked,  and  cruel  manage¬ 
ment  of  men  and  devils. 

5  a  And  as  his  direft  road  from  G alike  to  Jem  fa • 
falem  lay  through  Samaria,  he,  to  give  as  little  offence 
as  poflible,  fent  two  of  his  difciplcs  beforehand,  to  let 
the  inhabitants  know  his  defign  of  puffing  through  their 
country,  and  to  prepare  neceffiry  entertainment  in  one 
of  their  towns  for  himfclf  and  company. 

53  But,  fooliJh  and  wicked  creatures  as  thefe  were, 
they  would  not  receive  this  noble  ftranger,  who  would 
have  borne  bis  own  charges,  and,  had  they  defired  it, 
was  ready  as  well  as  able  to  have  blefled  them  ;  nor 
would  they  fuffer  him  to  enter  into  one  of  their  villa* 

G  2  ges, 


10* 

him,  becaufe  hi* 
face  was  although 
lie  would  go  tor 
JcmJalem. 


54  And  when 
hU  difciplcs 
James  and  John 
Aw  rim,  they 
Aid,  Lord*  wilt 
thou  that  we 
command  Or 
to  come  down 
from  heaven,  and 
confiunc  them,  c- 
vea  u  Elias  did? 


55  But  he  turn-* 
tdB  and  rebuked 
them,  and  Aid  t 
Ye  know  not 
what  manner  of 
fpirit  ye  are  of* 


jtf  For  the 

Son 
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ges,  to  take  the  reft  and  the  accommodations  which 
were  jieccflary  for  him  and  his  followers  on  their  jour¬ 
ney,  becaufe  they  perceived  that  he  was  going  to  wor- 
ihip  at  Jerufalcm,  and  thereby  pra&ically  declared  a- 
gainft  the  Samaritans,  who  warmly  denied  that  to  ho 
the  place  appointed  of  God  for  his  worfhip  *. 

54  Then  the  dtfctples  James  and  John  looking  up¬ 
on  this  to  be,  as  indeed  it  was,  a  heinous  indignity  to 
their  Lord  and  Mailer  $  their  love  to  him,  and  zeal  for 
his  honour,  fo  inflamed  their  paJEons  sgainft  the  Sa¬ 
maritans,  that  they  were  for  revenging  the  affront  up¬ 
on  them  in  the  feverelt  manner,  fnppofing  that  they 
had  power  enough  in  their  commiffion  fo  to  do ;  and 
yet,  not  daring  to  attempt  it  without  his  leave,  they 
a  (Iced  hhn  to  permit  their  ordering  fire  from  heaven* 
to  deftroy  thefc  abulive  wretches,  in  Eke  manner  as 
Elijah  did  of  old  for  the  defoliation  of  the  two  cap¬ 
tains  and  their  fifties  that  came  to  offer  violence  to 
him  f.  (2  Kings  i.  to,  12.) 

55  But  our  btefled  Lord  turned  quick  upon  them, 
and  fbarply  rebuked  them,  faying,  Alas !’  ye  do  not  con- 
fider  what  fort  of  fpirit  it  is  that  would  pufh  you  upon 
thefe  croel  meafures ;  how  much  paflion  and  revenge, 
pride,  and  effeftation  of  temporal  power,  mingle  with, 
and  fecrctly  govern,  your  love  and  zeal  for  me ;  nor  do 
yc  confider  the  different  nature  and  deGgn  of  the  dif- 
penfations  then  and  now. 

56  For  Elijah  was  the  mtnifter  of  the  law,  and  Came 
to  difplay  its  terrors  againft  the  horrible  abominations 
of  thofe  days,  when  vain  idols  were  confulted,  and  fet 
in  competition  with,  yea  preferred  to,  the  living  and 
true  God:  This  was  high  treafon  agaihft  Jehovah  as 
Ifrac?  s  King,  as  well  as  flagrant  idolatry  In  op  po  fit  ton 
to  him  as  their  God ;  and  it  was  fuitable  to  that  ftate 
of  things,  and  to  the  terror  of  the  mount'&nai  dif- 
peiifation,  that  Elijah  fhould  have  a  com  million  for 
bringing  fire  down  from  heaven,  to  vindicate  the  au¬ 
thority  which  God  had  given  him,. and  to  execute  ven¬ 
geance  upon  them.  But  the  defign  of  the  difpen ra¬ 
tion 


n  o 

11  As  the  fame  of  JeAs  was  fpread  among 
the  SajHaritaKSi  on  account  of  what  he  lad 
formerly  done  in  (heir  country,  (y?w«  iv-) 
and  he  was  iboknl  upon  as  at  leaft  an  emi- 
ncul  prophet ;  they  were  provoked  to  think 
tlut  he  fhotihl  tfo  to  Jtnfiiicm  at  this  time, 
which  tas  to  have  to  the  feaft  of  taber¬ 
nacles*  (Jwtt  vii,  a.J  and  Ihoold  thereby 
thiamipd  dire&Ey  a  gain  ft  them*  that  not 
mount  C ifizitrlf  bat  *jcrmfalxwt  wu  the 


E  S. 

place  where  God  boukl  he  worQupped : 
And  therefore,  fuD  of  all  refentment,  they 
would  by  no  meins  entertain  him. 

f  EKjtb  did  this  in  Snmaria9  very  near, 
if  not  a t  this  particular  place;  and  this 
might  probably  put  it  into  the  difcipks  heads 
to  make  fuck  <1  fudooi  motion  now,  rather 
than  at  any  other  time  and  place  where  Chrift 
had  received  like  arfronu*  as  particularly 
among  the  A fazarancs  and  the 


Ch.  ii. 

Son  of  mia  is 
taut  come  to  de- 
ftroy  mens  iivtf, 
hut  to  few  ihtm* 
Add  they  went 
to  another  vil* 

Up. 


-5T  And  it  came 
to  pais  that  as 
they  vent  ia  the 
way,  a  certain 
fnan  hid  wnto 
him,  Lord,  i 
will  follow  thee 
whither*  fo-  ever 
thou  jjoeA. 

jfc  And  Jefus 
(aid  unto  bun  * 
Foie*  have  holes, 
and  birds  of  the 
air  hurt  nefts ; 
but  the  Son  of 
man  bath  not 
fiacre  w  Uy  his 
be  wl( 


And  he  fail 

a  tux  her  * 
Follow  me  ;  Sot 
lie  hiil ,  Lord , 
iiifTer  me  firft  to 
po  and  bury  my 
father. 


Cq  Jrfus  fa  id 

vuto  him  ,  Let 
t  be  dead  bury 

tbdi 
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tlon  of  love  and  mercy  which  I  the  Mtfliah  am  come 
to  fet  up.  is  not  to  deftroy  enemies  by  kindling  flames 
of  wrath  to  confume  them,  but  to  melt  and  win  upon 
them  by  heaping  coals  of  a  better  fort  of  fire  on 
their  heads,  and  to  work  fuch  miracles  for  the  eftabfiftr- 
ment  of  my  caufe  and  intcreft,  as  are  sot  of  the  re¬ 
vengeful,  but  merciful  kind.  And  having  faid  thefe 
things  to  pacify  and  inftrufit  his  difciples,  he,  with  all 
meeknefs,  turned  afide  with  them  from  this  place,  and 
went  to  another  town  or  village,  wbofe  inhabitants 
might  not  be  fo  ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  him. 

57  And  as  Jefus  and  his  difciples  were  walking  to¬ 
gether  *  in  the  road  to  Jerttfalenit  where  the  Jevts  ex¬ 
pected  the  Mefliah  would  fet  up  his  throne  and  appear 
in  his  glory,  a  certain  man  came  to  him,  am!  offered 
his  fervice  to  attend  upon  him  wherever  be  went,  in 
hopes  cl  getting  great  riches  and  honour  under  him. 

58  But  Jefus,  knowing  the  carnal  defign  of  his 
heart,  faid  to  him,  I,  the  Mefliah,  am  fo  far  from, 
coming  with  the  magnificence  of  a  prince  to  fet  up 
a  temporal  kingdom,  that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  the 
convenieitctes  which  are  afforded  even  to  the  foxes  and 
the  fowls  of  the  air,  who  have  their  places  of  abode 
and  fafety,  retirement  and  refl ;  whereas  I  have  nei¬ 
ther  houfe  nor  home  of  my  own,  nor  can  meet  with 
common  civility  in  my  travels  for  lodging  or  enter¬ 
tainment  :  If  therefore  you  expect  great  things  in  this 
world  from  me,  you  will  meet  with  a  fad  difappoint- 
menr. 

59  There  was  another  perfon,  to  whom  Chriil  made 
the  fir  ft  motion,  faying.  Come  thou,  and  attend  up¬ 
on  me  and  my  fervice  ;  and  this  mao  intimated  that 
he  would  readily  comply  with  his  command,  only  he 
begged  leave  to  defer  it  till  he  ihould  have  performed 
the  laft  offices  of  duty  and  refpefl  to  his  father  in  fee¬ 
ing  him  buried.  (See  the  note  -on  Matth .  viii.  21.) 

60  But  our  Lord,  who  will  admit  of  no  excufes  or 
delays,  nor  will  fuffer  any  to  indulge  them  when  he 
comes  to  work  effectually  upon  them,  replied,  It  is 
Dot  for.thofe  that  are  alive  unto  God,  and  are  called 
to  devote  themfelves  to  him,  to  put  off  my  fervice  fc»'r 
thefe  lower  concerns*  Lee  them  who  are  *  dead  in 

fm, 

notes. 

without  fiippafinjrt  that  in  ti.e  former  chute 
our  hlclfcd  Lord  mcLiu  prrfimi  wlw  u’tre 
fpintiiiilly  or  monily  deed,  acrorrlin^  t* 
iu  1  j  5*  OtU  ii*  t  5-  and  i  Tiw.  v.  6*  Ar»d 
rhi*  t::*Uucc  p!>ii*ly  Jhcvs,  (hat  (be  fmp- 
tuiM-rKdyu  of  ibis  fyii  of  dc-ith  U  twit  to  he 


*  This  fcccns  not  to  refer  to  the  fame  cafe 
tlavl  is  mentioned  Mufth.  viii.  19,  (be  dr- 
^umflanm  of  pkee  and  time  kdn£  tlififr- 
fM,  though  tbc  fubftancc  of  the  wnwifi- 
uon  #21  the  IHme* 

■  \Yc  emirnot  make  fen  ft*  of  this  pafljje, 


~I02' 

their  dead  ;  hut 
go  thou  and 
prtadi  the  king¬ 
dom- of  God. 


Ci  And  ano* 
ther  alia  laid  , 
J-oH*  I  vrill  fol¬ 
low  thet ;  but  let 
me  firft  go  bid 
them  farewcl 

uliich  aic  at 

home  at  my 
Jinufc. 

61  And  [efus 

unto  (urn  ( 
Ko  in;in  Ivivinir 
put  hi;  band  to 
th *  plough,  and 
looking  back,  is 
fit  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God, 


H 
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fin,  and  dead  to  God,  by  a  diflolution  of  the  union 
which  originally  was  between  him  anti  their  fouls,  at¬ 
tend  to  the  bufinefs  of  burying  them  that  die  corpo¬ 
rally,  by  a  diflolution  of  the  union  of  their  fouls  and 
bodies :  I  infill  upon  your  going  immediately,  at  my 
call,  to  preach  the  gofpei  of  my  kingdom  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  loft  Snners  ;  and  he  was  made  willing  in  the 
day  of  Chriii’s  power,  without  any  further  objection 
or  delay  *. 

6 1  And  there  was  a  third  perfon,  who  offered  to  be 
one  of  Ch  rift’s  difciples,  and  a  preacher  of  his  gofpel, 
faying.  Lord,  I  would  willingly  giro  myfelf  up  to 
thee  and  thy  work,  only  let  me  firft  go  and  take  a 
decent  leave  of  my  relations  and  friends,  and  fettle 
the  affairs  of  my  family  at  home,  that  neither  my  re¬ 
putation  nor  my  temporal  interefts  may  fuffer. 

62  But  (Jt)  Jefus  replied,  in  a  way  of  fharp  rebuke 
to  him,  As  a  ploughman  mult  be  always  keeping  his 
eye  forward  upon  his  work,  and  never  be  looking  back, 
or  vile  his  hand  cannot  guide  the  plough  to  make  re¬ 
gular  furrows  of  a  due  and  equal  depth  $  fo  no  perfon 
who  takes  upon  him  to  be  my  difciple,  or  to  preach 
my  gofpel,  and  looks  wilh fully  back  to  the  affairs  of 
th  is  life,  as  if  he  were  loch  co  part  with  them,  can  be 
a  meet  fubjeft  for  my  kingdom,  nor  jit  to  be  engaged 
in  its  fervict. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


With  what  authnrityjlioe&  Chrift  coinmifEon  his  fervants  to  preach  the  gofpel; 
and  with  what  faithfulnefs  Jhonld  they  attend  to  their  work*  as  knowing  that 
they  mult  give  an  account  to  him  of  ail  their  behaviour  in  It !  And  O  how  much 
will  it  be  to  the  joy  or  grief  of  their  hearerSj  according  as  they  either  receive  or 
rejeft  them  ana  their  Lord  ■  Happy  are  they  who  are  not  afhamed  to  own  Cbrift* 
whatfuever  fu  firings  or  reproaches  they  may  meet  with  for  it;  but  fueh  as  are 
aftutmed  of  him*  his  truths  and  wavs,  Aid!  be  di  fawned  hj?  him*  to  their  utter 
cotifufion*  aiHl  to  the  cvcriaflinp  loft  of  their  own  fouls*  which  can  never  be 
compensated  by  thegreatefl  affluence  of  the  good  things  of  this  world  .-*"0  the 
trauiporiinp  pica fare  of  the  divine  prefence  i  Jt  is  good  for  us  to  bo  there  :  The 
vrciiuids  ot  human  nature,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  would  indeed  loon  be  overfrt 
with  it*  hrigUeft  mamfeftatioos  <m  earth;  hut  It  admits  of  lively  emblems  of 
what  will  he  feen  in  heaven,  where  all  the  taints  Jhall  appear  with  Chrift  in  glory* 
and  lltiiie  in  robes  of  light  like  him*  fn  the  mean  while*  alt  that  wc  do  in  veil* 
gion  mud  be  under  bis  direction  and  command*  and  all  our  hopes  toward  God 
mud  be  only  in  and  through  him*  in  whom  his  Father  is  well  p leafed.  Our 
Lord  obferves  whether  we  have  ftny  true  faith  in  him*  and  to  what  degree  it 
prevails  in  us;  what  the  disputes  arc  which  we  mo  ft  eagerly  go  into*  and 

what 
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confined  to  the  Gwisits ,  as  if  it  rrLrcd  tm-  beinp  Ci*d  nf  this  man’*  continuing  to  oi>jcA 
ly  to  their  deplore  Me  omdiiion  as  (bch  ;  for  it,  intimdtc^  that  hi&  hcuri  was  over* 

the  perCws  hr  re  fpi'kcn  of  were  TfVJ/  come  by  and  thai  he  no  longer  jo  Aft* 
*  Chrilt  ordering  him  to  go,  aii £  no  more  cd  on  b;$  former 
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what  manner  of  fpirit  we  ate  of:  Anti  0  how  great  are  the  defrffc,  preju¬ 
dice#*  pride*  anti  portion,  tint  remain  with  hi*  own  dUctplL^  !  He  highly  dif* 
approves  of  thefe  thinpa;  but  wilh  what  tcodcnwfs,  .nul  applaufe 

docs  he  treat  meek  and  humble  fouls  1  And  how  wonderful  is  bis  conde- 
feenfion  and  grace  to  fmners*  in  bearing  with  them*  in  having  rcfolutefy  un¬ 
dergone  the  greateft  fuflerings  for  them*  and  in  taking  the  most  endearing 
methods  to  overcome  them  !  and  yet  upon  whnt  unworthy  preLer-ccs  do  they 
rejeft  him,  or  excufe  themfelvcs  from  embracing  him  !  But  whoever  once 
beg  in  3  to  profeft  his  name,  or  to  engage  in  his  work,  fhould  per  lift  therein* 
and  never  look  bach  with  an  hankering  and  in /haring  affection  to  the  bufi- 
nds*  pteafures,  or  honours  of  this  prefent  life,  as  ever  he  would  /hare  in  the 
bluings  and  glories  of  Chrift’s  kingdom  here*  and  for  ever  hereafter. 


CHAP,  X 


ChrijF s  ommiffon  to  the  Seventy^  i*— id.  His  difcourfc  to  themy  and 
tbankfgivmg  to  his  Father  on  their  return *  17, — 24,  His  difcGurfs 
with  a  lawyer  about  the  way  of  attaining  eternal  life *  2£s — 37* 
His  reproof  of  Martha,  and  c&nincndation  tf  Mary*  38, — 42* 


Text. 

AFTER  ihcfc 
“  things,  the 
Lord  appointed 
other  Twenty  si* 
fo,  andfent  them 
two  £ud  two  be¬ 
fore  his  free  into 
cwy  city  and 
place r  whither  JiC 
him;clf  would 
<unie. 


t  Therefore 
TiU  he  uniat  hern. 
The  iurvdl  truly 
b  ^rtar,  but  the 

v  '  . 

l;d:i>urcHm  few: 
jitay  ye  iherefort 
the  Lord  of  the 
hairdl,  that  he 

would  unit  forth 
hnntirmimohi* 
luivdU 


5  Go  ymr 

:  Iklickl,  1 
■  ^ 

lend  vou  forth  as 
* 

limt'S  a^iong 
wolwii 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  our  Lord  had  about  a  year  before  fent  forth 
twelve  a pollles,  {chap,  vi.  12.  fee  the  note 
there  j)  fo  he  fent  out  feventy  other  difeipies  with  the 
like  com  million,  anfwerablc  to  the  ferenty  elder6  of 
Ifraely  who  were  partakers  of  the  fame  fpirit  which 
was  upon  Mofes*  (A'wwA.  xi.  25.):  And,  having  chofen 
thefe  to  a  mil  the  apolllcs,  he  fent  them  like  wife  by 
pairs,  to  go,  as  his  harbingers,  to  every  town  and  city 
of  the  Jews,  to  which  he  himfelf  defigned  afterwards 
to  follow  them. 

2  And  as  he  had  a  great  haraft  of  fouls  to  gather 
in  to  himfelf,  by  means  of  the  gofpcl,  full  among  the 
Jev/Sy  and  afterwards  among  the  G entiles  s  he  intima¬ 
ted,  that,  not  with  llan  ding  this  addition  of  feventy  to 
the  twelve,  the  number  of  hands  would  llill  be  very 
fmall,  compared  with  what  there  would  be  occalion 
for ;  and  therefore  ordered  them,  as  he  had  his  dif- 
ciples  before,  (Matth.  ix.  38.  fee  the  note  there)  to 
apply  earnefdy  to  the  great  Lord  and  Proprietor  of  the 
haived,  that  he  would  add  dill  abundance  of  others, 
who  ftiould  be  (kilful,  faithful,  and  laborious  preach¬ 
ers  of  the  gofpel. 

3  And,  fays  he,  go  ye  forth,  for  the  prefent,  to  the 

work  to  which  I  have  called  you  :  Obferve  who  has 

fent  you,  and  what  fort  of  people  I  tell  you  beforehand 

ye  will  meet  with  :  l  have  given  you  your  warrant, 

and  will  a  Cord  you  all  needful  protection  and  afliihnce, 

nmidft  the  great  dangers  and  difeouragements  ye  will 

be  expofed  to,  and  unable  to  defend  youildvcs  again!! ; ; 

v/hiic 


104 


4  Canv  wi- 

^  4 

thcr  purfc,  ntvr 
fcrip,  nor  /hoc; ; 
£nd  fitluCr  no 
man  \tj  the  wap 


5  And  into 
vkitfotYtr  Iiouie 
yc  enter,  firfl  (#y% 
iJ«cc  U  to  this 
huulc., 

6  And  If  I  he 
fit fi  of  pcire  be 
tbercr  your  peace 
Ibail  reft  ppon  it; 

if  not,  it  fhutl 

ttirn  Uy  yoq  a- 
pio* 


T  Anfl  in  the 
fame  hqufe  je- 
tildn,  eating  and 
drinking  Juch 
things  a*  they 
dve ;  for  the  la- 

worcr  is  worthy 
of  his  hire.  Go 
j>ot  from  boufe 
to  lioyjjp, 


into 


8  And 

Mhitliitvcr  dry 
ye-  enter,  and 
they  iverive  you, 
eat  t'iurh  things  as 
fet  bpfbrc 

y«U* 
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.  while  ye,  like  timorous .  and  hdplefc,  as  well  as  meek 
and  inoffenftve  lambs,  will  be  call  among  enemies, 
who,"  like  crafty  and  cracl,  violent,  and  furious  waives, 
are  feeking  to  harrafs  and  deftroy  you. 

4  .Commit,  you  rfclvcs  by  faith  to  the  care  of  divine 
'Providence,  for  a  fupply  of  fiich- neceffaries  of  life  as 
ye  may  have  occafion  for ;  And,  in  confidence  that 
God  will  raife  up  friends  to  Ihew  you  kindnefs,  do  not 
trouble  yourfelvcs  about  carrying  with  you  money,  or 
food,  or  any  other  conveniencics,  no,  not  fo  much  as 
a  pair  of  Ihoes  more  than  ye  have  On  your  feet :  And 
apply  yourfelves  fo  diligently  to  your  main  work,  as  to 
lofe  no  time  in  exchanging  compliments,  or  entering 
into  unneceffary  difcqurfe  with  any  whom  ye  may  meet 
with  in  your  -way. 

5  And  whenever  ye  go  fpto  any  houfe  for  enter¬ 
tainment,  exprefs  your  hearty  concern  at  your  en¬ 
trance  into  it,  for  the  profperify  of  all  who  dwell  there, 
begging  that  God  would  abundantly  blefs  them. 

6  If  there  arc  any  who  hereupon  Ibcw  a  friendly 
difpoGtion  toward  you,  a  defire  of  peace  with  God, 
and  a  will!  ngnefe  to  -receive  die  gofpel  of  peace,  they 
fhall  le  blefied  in  anfwer  to  your  prayers  for  them : 
But  if  they.difcover  an  obllinate  and  prejudiced  fpirit 
againfl  you  anti  the  .gofpd  of  falvation  relating  to  the 
wayof obtaining  favour  with  God;  though  your  pray¬ 
er  may  not  be  anfwered  for  them,  it  fhall  return  with 
double  hleflings  upon  your  own  heads. 

7  And  take  up  your  abode  in  the  firft  family  that  ye 
go  into  and  find  djfpofed  to  entertain  you,  courteoufly 
accepting  fuch  pravifioo  as  it  affords,  though  it  be  the 
meant1  ft  fare,  and  freely  eating  and  drinking  wbat 
they  fet  before  you,  without  any  jincafincfs  in  your 
own  minds  V  if  ye  were  a  burden  to  them  :  For  as  the 
.labouring  man  has  a  lawful  right  to  .bis  wages,  fo, 
•while  ye  are  employed  .in  the  ftryice  of  their  fouls,  ye 
have  a  juft  claim  to  fiiftcn?nce  for  your  bodies,  and  fo 
every  pne  will  think  who  receives  any  fpiittual  benefit 
by  your  labouss :  Do  not  therefpre  fliife  your  quarters 
while  ye  have  any  work  to  do  in  the  neighbourhood, 
that  ye  may  not  teem  to  be  fickle  or  papiperers  of  your 
appetites,  nor  lofe  the  opportunity  of  oftabliunng 
friend  ft.  ip  with  your  firft  acquaintance  there. 

8  In  like  manner,  whatfuever  town  or  city  ye  go  to, 
if  its  inhabitants  ,lhew  any  dtfpofitions  to  hear  your 
mefiage,  and  ro  enterrain  you  among  them,  do  not  be 
nice  or  curious  about  wbat  fort  of  food  they  offer  you, 
or  in  inquiries  whether  it  be  ceremonially  clean  or  not^ 

bat 


p  And  heal 
die  title  th^t  amc 
therein,  «nH  f»y 

unto  them,  The 
kingdom  of  CJoi 
h  come  nigh  on¬ 
to  you. 


to  But  into 
uhatfbevcr  city 
yv  enter,  wa 
they  receive  you 
not,  go  your 

*  5  out  into  tbe 

Greets  of  die 
iiimc,  and  tity, 

1 1  Even  the 

scry  duft  of  your 
city  *Kirh  etcav- 
v;h  on  us,  we  do 
wipe  off  agtioft 
you  ;  notwiih- 

Ojoding,  be  ye 
fore  of  this,  that 
[he  kingdom  of 

C*od  tscomcnigb 

vnto  you* 


>1  Bot  1  fa  y 

unto  you,  that  it 

ihall  be  more  to¬ 
lerable  in  that 
day  for  Sodom, 
ihta  for  that 
city- 


1 3  Wo  unto 
thee  Chomin ! 
wo  onto  thee 
BethJaida !  fur  if 

tie  mighty  works 
had  been  done  in 
Tyre  and  Sidon, 
which  have  Iicen 

done 


Tie-  EvangtHJi  Ldke  parafbrafitd.  jo j 

but  eat  heartily,  like  perfons  pleafed  with  your  fare, 

9  And  in  return  for  their  civilities,  as  well  as  m 
confirmation  of  the  divine  authority  of  tbecoramiflion 
which  I  have  given  you,  fet  yourfelves  to  heal  their 
Gck,  by  miracles  wrought  in  -my  name ;  and  while  ye 
are  doing  fneb  kind  and  endearing  works  among  them, 
tell  them  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Mefiiah,  with  all  its 
rich  and  glorious  bleifingi,  is  brought  near  to  them  in 
the  gofpel,  which  ye  are  fent  to  preach,  as  his  harbin¬ 
gers,  who  will  foon  follow  you  thither,  and  appear  in 
perfon  to  receive  all  that  come  to  him. 

jo  Bat  if  ye  go  into  any  town  to  perform  miracles, 
and  preach  my  word  there,  and  the  people  refolutely 
fet  tbemfelves  againft  you,  and  will  by  no  means  fuffer 
you  to  go  on  with  your  work,  withdraw  from  thence  ; 
and  as  ye  pals  along  the  ftreets,  enter  a  folemn  and 
public  ptoteft  againft  them,  faying, 

II  We  fiiake  off  the  very  dull  of  your  city,  which 
(licks  to  our  feet,  in  token  of  God's  abhorring  and  re¬ 
jecting  you,  and  of  our  reaving  yon  to  his  righteous 
judgment,  for  your  obftinately  and  malicioufly  reject¬ 
ing  the  means  of  grace  which  we  were  fent  to  bring  to 
yon :  But,  at  the  fame  time,  charge  it  upon  them  to 
refieQ  upon  the  dreadful  confequences  of  their  de- 
fpiGng  this  great  mercy ;  fince  they  lhall  certainly  one 
day  know,  that  the  gracious  difpenfation  by  the  long- 
cspe£ted  Medial)  was  at  laft  brought  to  their  very  doors, 
and  freely  tendered  to  them  j  and  that  there  can  be  no 
other  remedy  for  them,  but  that  they  mull  inevitably 
fieriih  with  a  vengeance  for  their  wilfully  rejecting  it. 

1  a  And  1  a  fibre  you,  their  incorrigible  wickednds 
and  infidelity  (hall  be  fo  far  from  going  unpuniihed, 
that  the  deilruflion  of  Sedan  and  Gomorrah  by  fire  and 
brimftone  from  heaven,  (halt  be  found,  is  the  day  of 
judgment,  to  have  been  Incomparably  Ids  terrible  than 
that  which  lhall  be  brought  upon  them  \  and  the  guilt 
and  miferies  of  the  notorionfly  wicked  inhabitants  of 
thofe  actient  cities  (hall  be  far  lefs,  in  that  day,  chan 
thefe  ohftinate  refofers  of  gofpel-light  and  grace  (hall 
then  be  loaded  with. 

13  Qn  this  occafion  our  Lord  laid,  The  greateft  of 
all  woes  hangs  over  your  heads,  ye  impenitent  and  un¬ 
believing  inhabitants  of  Cborozin  and  Betbfaiday  who 
have  been  moll  remarkably  favoured  with  endearing 
means  of  grace,  and  yet  have  lhut  your  ears  and  hearts 
againft  them  :  For  if  the  impious  heathen  cities  of 
Tyre  and  Sidon  themfclves  had  been  indulged  with  fo 
dear  a  revelation  of  Chrift,  and  fuch  numerous  un- 

quellionable 


io6 

Aont  id  yiMl,  tl^y 
Jud  a  wUls 

Ago  rrjttr.id,  lil¬ 
ting  in  Cickctpih 
aud  aJbtt. 
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Cb. 


14  1«lt  ft  Siutl 

hft  ffli'rf  lnkfd^lc 

i’or  Tyre  and 

den  ai  the  j«dg- 

iww,  then  /or 

you, 

1  j  And  thou*  Ca- 
pcnauin,  vliich 
art  exalted  to 
htavtn,  fhall  be 
fUm£t  down  to 
hell. 


1 6  He  that 
ht  ■irvrhjrou*  hea¬ 
rth  nit  ;  and 
lie  that  dffpfrlh 
you  t  dtTjjifah 
mr. ;  and'hc  that 
rirTpifcth  me,  dc- 
fpifah  him  Uia: 
fcot  me* 


quefl!  enable  miracles  to  confirm  his  divine  authority, 
as  have  been  vouch fafed  to  you ;  it  is  highly  probable* 
that  even  they  would  long  ere  now  have  yielded  to 
comittiun*  and  exprefled  their  humiliation  am!  repents 
since  in  the  mo  ft  affe£Ung  tokens*  like  perfots  who 
cover  thcmfrlves  in  days  of  the  deeped  mourning  with 
fickdoth  and  athes*  (See  the  note  on  Matth.  li.  21.) 

14  liut  your  guilt  is  fo  highly  aggravated*  that  when 
God  Anil  come  to  execute  vengeance  in  the  great  day 
of  account*  it  Dial]  fare  better  with  the  people  of  Tyre 
and  S'tdon  than  with  you, 

15  Ami  as  for  thee*  O  Capernaum *  who  haft  been 
as  it  were  my  head-quarters  where  I  have  chielly  re- 
tided,  preached*  and  performed  miraculous  works*  and 
who  haft  been  exalted  in  gofpel* privileges  to  the  very 
gat  ks  of  heaven*  and  art  now  proud  and  profperous  * 
thou  lhah  be  caft  down  from  all  thy  riches,  privileges* 
and  glory,  and  thy  inhabitants  QiafJ  be  prefled,  by  the 
heavieft  weight  of  God’s  wrath*  to  the  very  low  eft  and 

horteft  place  in  hell. 

16  However,  Jefns,  to  encourage  the  fcventy  dif- 
ciples  in  preaching  the  gofpel  wherever  they  could  get 
opportunity  for  it*  intimated,  that  their  labour  fliould 
not  be  altogether  in  vain;  but  that  they  ftiould  be 
owned  and  honoured  among  many*  whatsoever  might 
be  the  event  as  to  others  ;  faying*  He  who  attends  to 
you*  and  heartily  embraces  your  meflage,  does  in  ef¬ 
fect  pay  all  that  refpefl  to  me ;  but  he  who  flights  and 
rejc£ls  you,  and  your  preaching-in  my  name,  thereby, 
in  reality,  thews  the  greateft  difregard  to  me  ;  and  he 
who  treats  me  with  negligence  andfeorn*  pours  all  that 
contempt  upon  my  heavenly  Father  himfelf*  who  fent 
me. 


I*  And  the 
frremv  roT*Jri>cd 
afcah*  with  j^v, 
frying  ,  , 

even 


17  Upon  this  warrant,  and  thefe  encouragements* 
the  Seventy  fet  out  for  their  journey*  to  execute  Cbrift’s 
com  million  In  fevctal  towns  and  cities  where  they  could 
meet  with  any  favourable  reception  ;  And,  after  fome 
time,  they  returned  to  give  an  account  of  what  they 
had  done  5  and,  having  fucceeded  beyond  their  own 
expectation*  all  the  fatigues*  hardflups,  difcouragements 
and  dangers  they  met  with*  were  as  nothing  to  them  ; 
but  their  hearts  were  wonderfully  lifted  up*  andthejrfpake 
to  Chrift  with  a  fort  of  joyful  furprife  **  faying*  Lord* 
we  have  not  only  healed  difeafes  in  confirmation  of  the 
doctrine  we  preached*  but  have  even  beco  enabled  to 

call 


H  o  T  E. 

*  TMr  feemed  to  he  with  a  mixture  than*  as  far  *4  appears,  ChrifV  hrf  cxprcf?!y 
•f  fur^ijic1,  tfc* auic  this  power  was  more  nKusionod  m  ihcir  cummtfion,  w.  p. 


Ch.  i. 

even  die  dnill 
art  fubjed  imro 
m  through  thy 

UUDC. 

r&  And  he  laid 
unto  them,  I  be¬ 
held  SoUfi  a $ 
lightning  foil 
from  heard)* 


r  o  Behold,  I 
give  unto  you 
powr  to  tread 
on  ftrpcotS  and 
icorpsons  >  and 
over  all  the  pow- 
it  of  the  enemy- 

Uiid  nothing  fball 

by  any  means 

hurt  you* 

10  Hot  with - 
Ruuling,  in  this 
rejoice  uot,  that 
the  fpiritt  arc 
Jhbjeft  unto  you: 
hut  rather  rc  * 
juice  ,  bccaufc 
y'tuc  names  are 
written  in  hca- 
raw 


it  In  that  horn 

Jtfu>  rejoiced  in 
Spirit,  and  Aid,  I 
thjut  thee,  O 
Father,  Lord  of 
ikcavcji  and  earth, 

that 


m  i 
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caft  out  devils  in  thy  name  ;  fo  that  nothing  can  (land 
before  thy  power  which  has  been  with  ns*  and  has  tub* 
jetted  them  to  us* 

18  Jefus  replied *  This  is  no  more  than  I  knew  be- 
fore-band  :  For  when  I  font  you  forth  to  preach  the 
gofpel  and  confirm  it  with  miracles,  I  faw  the  forces  of 
hell  falling  before  you  all  cn  a  fudden*  like  lightning* 
which  darts  down  in  an  inftant  from  heaven  ;  and  this 
is  but  the  prefage  and  beginning  of  the  fpeedy  triumphs 
that  my  gofpel  {hall  make*  with  an  amazing  fpread 
over  the  whole  kingdom  of  darknefs*  in  turning  the 
hearts  of  Tinners  from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God. 

19  And  in  order  to  the  further  advancement  of  this 
great  end*  behold  I  now  renew  and  enlarge  my  former 
comtmifion*  and  give  you  power*  through  my  name*  to 
fubdue  and  triumph  oyer  your  grand  adverfary  the  de¬ 
vil*  and  all  his  inflruments*  who  are  as  fubtile  and 
mifehievons  as  ferpents  and  fcorpions;  and  over  all 
forts  of  venomous  creatures  **  that  none  of  them  may 
be  able  to  do  you  any  harm. 

20  Neverthelefrf  that  they  might  not  over-value 
themfolves  upon  the  powers  they  had  already  eicerci- 
fed*  and  now  further  received*  he  added  this  gracious 
caution*  Let  not  your  rejoicing  terminate  here*  nor  let 
it  be  your  chief  joy*  that  evil  fpirits  themfelves  are  pot 
into  fuhjettion  to  you*  and  are  difpoflefied  by  the  au¬ 
thority  which  I  have  given  you;  for  all  this  honour 
might  be  conferred  upon  you  for  promoting  my  caufe 
and  kingdom  in  the  world*  and  ye  yourfdves  might 
notwithstanding  eternally  perifli  1  But  exult  and  triumph 
principally  in  this*  that  ye  are  enrolled  in  heaven*  a- 
mong  the  cbofen  and  called  of  God*  as  perfons  whofe 
names  were  written  in  the  book  of  life  from  the  foun* 
dation  of  the  world*  {Rev*  xvii,  8*)  and  who  {hall  be 
adjudged  and  received  to  the  everhfiing  inheritance. 

a  1  While  Jefus  was  thus  directing  his  difciples  to 
rejoice*  above  all  things  elfe,  in  God's  free  favour  and 
love*  relating  to  their  eternal  falvntion*  his  own  heart 
was  fo  exceedingly  delighted  with  this  thought*  that 

TtfjrMv/aarj}  ft  even  leaped  for  joy;  and,  in 

holy  rapture*  he  faid*  I  adore  and  blefs  thee,  O  my 
Father*  thou  great  proprietor*  difpofer*  and  governor 
of  all  perfons  and  things  in  heaven  and  earth*  that 

while 

w  o  T  E. 


*  Here  ^ ms  co  be  analluftwito  jy&tAxd* 
13.:  av-d  this  wjs  literally  fulfilled, 
x&viii*  j,  y.  And  1  he  poutr  CKrifl  here 
£i\c  to  the  Seventy  3aun  %nd  ail  his 


inflruments,  was  a  remarkable  in  fiance  nr 
OocFk  fulfilling  the  tirll  pmmiir,  fir*  ii»*  15- 
that  the  tel  of  the  woman  ItauH  bruifcihe 
ferpent's  head* 


lot 

that  them  hallhid 
thing*  from 
rile  tvifc  and  pni* 
deni,  and  haft  re¬ 
vealed  them  unto 
babe*:  even  fo* 
Either,  for  fu  ii 
foemrd  good  in 
thy  ftgliL 


tx  Alt  things 

are  delivered  u> 
me  or  my  Father ; 
?.nd  no  tnin 
knowcih  who  the 
Son  ii,  but  the 
Falhcr;  and  who 
life  Father  is,  but 
the  Son,  and  he 
tu  whom  the  Son 
will  reveal  far* 
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while  thou  haft  feen  fit  to  f  leave  men  of  parts  and 
learning  to  their  own  wilful  blindnefs  and  prejudices, 
which  hinder  their  difeerning  the  truth,  excellence, 
and  importance  of  what  they  have  heard  concerning 
the  myfteries  of  thy  kingdom ;  thou  haft,  nevertheless, 
in  tlie  riches  of  thy  grace,  and  to  fee  it  off  with  the 
more  advantage,  freely  discovered  them  by  thy  fpirit  to 
perfons  of  low  capacity  and  mean  figure  in  the  wo  rid, 
and  haft  opened  their  hearts  to  embrace  them  :  This  is 
the  way  which  thine  infinite  wifdom  and  good  pleafure 
have  taken  to  glorify  thyfelf  in  their  falvation,  and  it 
highly  hecometh  thy  greatnefs  and  goodnefs  to  difpofe 
of  thine  own  free  favours  in  a  fbvereign  manner. 

22  And,  to  fhew  his  own  full  concurrence  with  his 
Father  herein,  he  immediately  added.  As  univerfal  do¬ 
minion,  fo  all  the  perfons  whofe  names  are  written  in 
heaven,  and  all  things  defigned  of  God  to  be  revealed 
and  communicated  to  them,  ate  committed  to  my  ma¬ 
nagement  in  my  office-capacity :  And  there  is  fuch 
an  entire  intimacy  and  harmony  between  the  Father 
and  Son  in  their  knowledge  of  one  another,  that  none 
but  the  Father  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  nature 
and  will,  defign  and  work  of  the  Son  *,  nor  docs  any 


one  under ftand  what  rhete  things  are  in  the  Father  ex¬ 
cept  the  Son,  and  fuch  other  perfons  as,  in  their  mea- 
fure,  receive  them  by  revelation  from  him,  whofe  fo- 
vereignty  in  revealing  them  is  anfwerahle  to  that  of  his 
Father  in  his  eternal  purpofes  about  them. 

*j  An4  he  35  Then,  turning  to  his  difciples,  he  pronounced 

triples, them  bieffed,  becaufe  he  had  made  them  fo,  faying  to 
/aid  prirauly  ,  them  in  private,  Ye  are  happy  creatures  indeed,  who 
kiefled  1 .re  the  fee  the  Meffiah  appearing  in  the  fleih,  and  fetting  up 

*'hT  things  that  bis  kingdom  in  the  world ;  and  who  know  thefe  im- 
yc  fee.  poFtant  things  for  yourfelves,  having  been  affined  from 

my  own  mouth  that  your  names  are  writen  in  heaven, 
(wr.  ap.) 

i*  For  i  tell  24  For  J  afliire  you,  that  many  prophets,  holy 

Jwprophrt*  and  men»  and  kings  of  ffrael ,  who  were  beloved  of  God, 
Jungs  have  defi-  and  eminent  for  their  religion,  longed  to  fee  the  glori- 
vrf  »  fee  ihofe  ous  Hgbt  privileges,  and  bleflings,  of  the  MeJEah’s 

fee,  and  have  not  kingdom,  and  to  ihare  in  them}  but  were  never  in- 
feen  than ;  and  in  dulged  with  this  favour,  as  ye  are  :  And  they  would 

t^to'^c'hcar*  ^3ve  been* glad  to  hear  the  bieffed  tidings  of  falvation, 
ye  ^  with  that  clearnefs,  pleafure  and  advantage,  as  ye  have 

heard 


NOTE. 

f  Chrift  rejoiced  oat  in  the  deftruftwn  of  r^crvei  to  him  the  enure  glory  of  ourfjl- 
the  wife  And  prudent ;  bur  in  the  difphy  of  vjtmu,  and  hides  pride  from  the  of 
the  Kdieij  frttaefs,  and  fotcicignty,  of  man* 
pod's  grace  to  other* ,  in  fuch  a  manner  *1 


Ch.  x. 

znd  have  sot 
Jttvd  i&tm* 


1 5  And  behold, 
*  certain  lawyer 
Aood  up,  and 
tempted  him  , 
faying »  Mailer  * 
what  (ball  1  do 
to  inherit  eternal 
life? 


%6  Hefaidim* 
to  him.  What  it 
writ  ten  in  the 
Liw  ?  how  red- 
tit  thou  i 
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heard  them,  but  never  obtained  this  defire  of  their 
hearts.  Thefe  things  were  bid  from  ages  and  genera¬ 
tions  pail,  iq  comparifon  with  the  plain  difeoveries 
which  are  now  made  to  yon. 

35  At  another  time,  there  was  a  remarkable  con* 
reflation  between  our  Lord  and  a  certain  feribe ;  This 
man  came  to  Jtfiia  with  a  defign,  if  poifible,  to  pofe 
him,  or  get  fame  advantage  againft  him,  laying,  Mas¬ 
ter,  as  you  profefs  to  teach  the  way  to  eternal  life, 
pray  what  is  neceflary  lor  me  or  any  other  man  to  do 
to  obtain  it  ? 

26  Jcfus  blowing  the  captions  temper  with  which 
he  put  this  queftion,  replied,  Since  you  are  a  pro fe fled 
interpreter  of  the  law,  and  expe&  lalvation  by  it,  what 
do  you  fay  are  the  terms  which  it  propofes  for  life  ? 
What  do  yon  read  there  ahont  it,  and  how  do  you  un¬ 
derhand  the  matter  i 


17  Audheau- 
fWtriiig  £ud , 
Thou  fhah  love 
the  Lord  thy 
fatid  with  aJUhw 
bean,  and  with 

alLthy  foul,  and 

nllli  ail  ihy 
ftreng'li  t  und 
with  all  thy 
mind  1  and  thy 
neigh  hour  » thy* 
felf. 

iB  And  he 
Hiid  unto  bin)} 
Thou  haft  an¬ 
swered  right  * 
this  do,  and  thou 
ihJi  live. 


27  The  feribe  readily  anfwered,  What  the  law  in¬ 
lifts  on  as  the  condition  of  life,  is  fummarily  compre¬ 
hended  in  loving  the  Lord  our  God  fupremcly,  unre- 
fervedly  and  conftantly,  with  the  united  concurrence 
of  all  the' faculties  of  the  foul ;  and  in  bearing  fnch  a 
fincere  good-will  to  our  neighbour,  as  to  make  the  love 
of  our  (elves  the  rule  or  meafure  of  our  difpoftrioBs  and 
behaviour  to  him,  fuppofing  he  were  in  our  circumftan* 
ces,  and  we  in  bis. 

28  JefilS  owning  this  to  be  a  juft  fnmmary  of  what 
the  moral  law  requires,  and  deGgning  to  convince  the 
feribe  of  his  own  defefts,  replied,  Thefe  are  indeed  the 
demands  of  the  law  for  j unification  and  falvation ;  See 
then  that  you  fully  come  up  to  all  this  in  your  duty  to 
God  and  your  neighbour ;  and,  on  that  condition,  you 
(hall  inherit  eternal  life. 


29  Rut  he  f 
willing  lo  juftify 
hunrdf,&ulnntu 
]cfuft  And  who 
my  neighbour? 


30  And  Jcfus 
jnfwcring,  A  id, 
A  cmaia  man 
uuit  down  from 
Jomialcm  to  Je- 
jtcho,  uidltlh- 

nuDg 


39  But  the  feribe  being  delirous  to  fhift  off  con¬ 
viction,  and  fupport  a  good  opinion  of  himfelf,  flipped 
over  what  related  to  the  Jove  of  God,  and  afked  what 
was  meant  by  our  neighbour;  imagining  that  it  figni— 
lied  only  one’s  friends  and  acquaintance,  or  perfons  of 
the  lame  country  and  religion,  and  that  a  juft  and  kind 
behaviour  toward  fuch  fufliciemly  anfwered  this  de¬ 
mand  of  the  law. 

30  Then  Jefus  replied,  You  may  form  a  good  no¬ 
tion  of  what  the  word  neighbour  imports,  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  rrpi efcotation  of  a  fuppofed  cafe :  A  certain 
Je'tit,  travelling  from  JcruJ'aUm  to  •  Jtricbo,  fell  into 

the 


NOTE. 


*  Jaricho  wis  in  ifce  tribe  of  Baijeimi,  a-  Jeru/.ifem ;  and  Ji-ipiji  writers  tell  us.  th:t 
eighteen  orcidctcca  miles  va  fieri)  front  it>voi  [  .wive  thoaftiid  fi.tioQ.iry  prierts  and 

Levity, 


Tra 

UllMlg  tl»ifiTTJ  I 

widen  ftrip  ped 
him  of  his  rui- 
men  t^odwfiQiiJ- 
cJ  Arntf  anti  <le~ 
putud ,  J  taying 
Um  half 'dead . 

jr  And  by 

ch  auecthcrc  ca  me 
down  a  certain 
prieft  that  way; 
and  A'hcn  lie  fav 
litm  he  parted  by 
on  the  other  Jide. 


3*  And  Itfce- 
wife  a  Lcvitc , 
wIicd  he  war  at 
the  phee,  came 
and  looked  an 
himy  and  puffed 
by  on  the  other 

fide- 


33  But  a  cer¬ 
tain  Samaritan , 
2S  he  journeyed* 
came  where  he 
w^s  :  and  when 
he  £aw  him  he 
had  companion 
«»  Aiot, 

34  And  went 
to  him*  and 
bound  up  his 
wound*,  pouring 
in  oil  and  wine, 
and  ftt  him  on 
hi*  own  heart, 
and  brought  him 
to  an  inn,  and 
took  care  of  him, 

3f  And  on  the 
morrow  t  when 
he  departed,  he 
took  out  two  - 
pence,  and  gave 

tkm  to  the  hurt* 

and 
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the  hands  of  wicked  men,  who  having  robbed,  ftripped, 
wounded,  and  barbarouily  abufed  -  him,  left  him1  wal¬ 
lowing  in  his  blood,  and  almofi  dead. 

31  Now  Providence  fo  ordered  it,  that  the  Grit 
perfon  who  paflird  that  way  was  a  certain  prieft,  whole 
profeffion  and  public  character  ought  CO  have  engaged 
him  to  fliew  the  utmoft  tenderoeis,  compffion,  amt 
care,  toward  this  poor  mi  (enable,  hclplefs,  and  peri  Hi - 
ing  object,  especially  he  being  one  of  bis  own  religion 
and  nation ;  and  yet,  as  fooa  as  be  fair  him,  he  turned 
off  to  the  other  fide  of  the  road,  and  purfued  his  jour* 
ney  without  doing  any  thing  toward  bis  relief. 

32  The  next  that  came  was  a  Levite  f,  whofe  of¬ 
fice  and  profusion  likewife,  one  would  have  thought, 
might  have  moved  his  compaflion  toward  lb  diftreflid 
a  countryman  and  brother  ^  and  yet  he  hardened  his 
heart  again  ft  him,  and  only  juft  looking  upon  him 
to  gratify  his  curiofiry,  pffed  by  at  a  dilUnce  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  way,  without  giving  himfelf  any  trou¬ 
ble,  or  being  at  one  farthing’s  charge  to  help  him* 

33  Bat  at  length  a  certain  Samaritant  travelling 
on  that  road,  came  to  the  place  where  he  lay ;  And 
though  the  enmity  between  that  people  and  the  Jems 
has  been  fo  extremely  great,  by  means  of  their  frequent 
bitter  quarrels  about  religious  end  civil  concerns,  (fee 
tbe  note  on  John  iv.  9.}  yet,  as  foon  as  this  Samaria 
tan  faw  the  poor  Jewijb  manger  in  all  his  diltrefs,  his 
eye  moved  bis  heart  into  compaflion  toward  him  : 

34  And,  going  np  to  him,  he  walked,  fupple J , 
and  drefled  his  wounds  tn  the  belt  manner  he  could  ; 
and  then,  helping  him  to  mount  hi9  own  beaft,  he 
carried  him  to  a  public  houfc,  where  he  might  have 
better  afli  fiance,  and  took  care  that  all  proper  means 
might  be  ufed  immediately  for  his  comfort  and  recovery 
there. 

35  And,  being  obliged  to  proceed  on  his  journey 
the  next  morning,  he  called  tbe  inn-keeper ;  and,  pay¬ 
ing  him  *  what  tbe  wounded  man’s  lodging  and  other 

nt-ceflaries 

NOTES. 


Levitts  dwelt  there,  who  itfed  to  attend  the 
imwe  of  the  temple..  The  road  therefore 
between  thofc  two  enter,  which  lay  through 
defert  and  rucky  places,  was  much  frequent* 
cd  by  prierts  and  Lcritcf*  and  infefted  with 
thieves* 

+  By  Lmittt  were  principally  meant  filch 
defendants  of  Levi  25  were  employed  in  the 
lower  offices  of  the  temple,  in  fuburdiita- 
lioij  to  the  priefts,  who  likewife,  being  of 
the  family  of  Aar  oh,  ddcemlcd  from  Lew 
by  iCeAfffli,  *  Qbw*  xani. 


h  -v  -i 


m  Two  Reman  pence  amount  to  about  fif¬ 
teen  pence  of  our  money,  which,  according 
to  the  rate  of  provifioos  in  that  country, 
might  anfwer  the  charge  of  a  night's  lodg¬ 
ing,  and  of  the  titti*  fond  that  die  poor  man 
might  be  fiippoftd  to  hare  cat  t  But  fome 
think  that  this  is  to  ke  underftood  of  money 
left  in  hand  for  future  charges,  with  a  pn>- 
mife  of  paying  whatfbever  they  might 
mount  to  more ;  and  others  fuppotq  that 
here  is  a  reference  to  the  half  Ihckcl,  which 
was  to  be  paid  for  the  fauftm  of  airmr* 

■  *  t 

t*#u  l 
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Lnd  £dd  Unto 
him,  Take  care 
r,i  him  ;  aod 
nhatfm.'vcr  thou 
fprndHt  more  * 
utiC(L  1  conic  a* 
i^in,  I  will  repay 
the?, 

^  Which  n ow 
•■f  thefc  three , 
tLh;kcft  tlicu  t 
v:*$  nrighboor 
mio  him  that 
jt  It  among  the 
iLjcvcs  ? 

\ 

i 

^7  And  he  faid* 

lie  thii  Dwwcd 
nuTcy  on  him  * 
Ti:cn  laid  ]cfu5 
unto  himt  Uo  t 
-ri‘ri  do  thou  like* 
iv  iic* 


<;3  Now  it  came 
t  >  jKij\,  j>  they 
v  eil,  that  he  ca¬ 
tered  into  a  or- 
tt;u village;  and 

i  cert  at  11  woman 
n.itd  Martha 
u±cii'£d  him  iflio 
her  h&ttft. 


neceJTariea  there  came  to,  charged  him  to  tale  all  for* 
ther  requisite  care  of  him  ;  and  promiftd*  that  what¬ 
ever  the  eipence  might  be,  he  would  detray  it  at  hi* 
return  f 

3 6  Now,  fa Id  our  Lord  to  the  fcrlbc,  which  of 
thefc  three  men  do  you  think  might  juiily  be  deemed 
the  neighbour  of  this  poor.  It  ripped  and  wounded  man  ? 
Was  it  the  prteft  or  the  Levite,  who  flmt  up  the  bowels 
of  their  companion  again  It  him,  and  did  nothing  for 
him?  or  was  it  the  Savmrit£tty  Avho,  though  a  ftmn- 
ger,  and  of  a  different  religion,  took  fuch  tender  care 
of  him,  and  did  fuch  kind  0 dices  for  him  ? 

37  The  feribe  replied,  lie  who  was  fe  ccmpstffion- 
ate  and  kind  mo  ft  certainly  beft  deferred  this  charac¬ 
ter  *■  Then  our  Lord  fait!  unto  him,  See  that,  in  w 
miration  of  this  Samaritany  you  maintain  a  like  bene¬ 
volent  and  merciful  regard,  not  only  ro  your  friends 
and  acquaintance,  and  per  «>its  of  your  own  religion 
and  party,  hut  likewife  to  fuch  as  it;  angers  and  c- 
nemics,  before  you  pretend  to  have  perfectly  kept  the 
law,  or  to  claim  a  title  to  eternal  life  for  your  obedi¬ 
ence  to  it* 

38  At  another  time,  Chrift  and  his  diftiples,  being 
on  their  travels,  went  ro  a  town  called  B$lbany%  near 
two  miles  from  JtrufaUm^  {John  xi*  1  S*) :  And  as 
Martha)  the  filler  of  Lazarmy  lived  there,  J^fuj  went 
to  her  houfe,  who,  with  the  reft  of  the  family,  gladly 
took  in  this  noble  Goeft,  and  all  his  attendants  for  his 
fake. 


And  ftis 
h  ^  i  a  lifter  called 
M-iy,  which  al¬ 
ia 


39  And  as  upon  entering  the  honfe,  he,  according 
to  his  ufual  way,  began  to  preach  the  glad  tidings  of 
lalftuop,  there  was  a  lifter  of  bers  named  Maryy  who. 


* 

NOTES* 


foul  or  life,  Fxvd.  xxx*  aa,  1 3*  tiro  pence 
m  iking  that  thaw 

t  F:oui  men  have  confidered  this  parable 
n*  u  fit  reprefcntatioti  of  the  miserable  fhtc 
oi  mankind  liy  nature.  Siu  ud  Swan  have 
v- i:udcd  us  to  death,  and  wo  are  utterly 
;o  help  otirieim.  The  law,  like  the 
pricO  and  LcvUc,  the  minifttrs  of  it,  ihews 
ro  compaHion  to  us*  nor  is  It  In  its  nature 

rr>h;lp  bsj  it  code*  yt$  as  tranf^irflors,  hut 

c^inot  blifs  us,  or  afford  any  relief  in  our 
t\  plorabic  peril  hi  d£  drcumfUnces.  But  our 
Lord  Jcfus,  like  die  good  Sama*tiaat  !us 
I1j.1l  compaffion  upon  us.  Though  we  hire 
Uco  enemies  to  him,  have  dilbonnured  and 
pmwtkcd  him,  and  never  can  make  him  a* 
for  any  favour  he  fhews  us;  yet*  of 
1  L  oqu  infinite  love,  his  eye  has  pitied  us, 


and  kc  [Acs  cart;  of  us  at  the  fiwnct  of  his 

m 

own  precious  bi^od,  He  liLu*  iip  our  wound* 
ed  /pints ;  beats  the:  broken  in  heart,  and 
pours  into  them  the  virtue  (if  his  blind,  and 
the  coiifokrdon*  <a  !ijs  Spirit,  which  are  in¬ 
finitely  better  than  utl  and  wine.  Jtat  lunv 
apt  and  be^itti till  Ibevcr  the  JVnHiin  le  m;iy 
be  to  i  tin  Ante  the  rmlr  riu*  1'ive  cam*' 
p^flion  of  LhrHt  in  p;vir,  v.aou;:dcO»  and  pe¬ 


ridliojj  Jim!;  .  yet  tJ.c  view  of  aitf 


l.orJ  in  this  ]»ra!dc  I*  fur  iolL  urfon  in  im^ 


pnrtant  points  of  blather  as  a;ipLars 

by  hi  sown  applied  ion  of  it  in  ti:c  follow  ing 
verfiis. 


*  He  cnuld  rot  for  frim-  fay  orherwifet 
though  lie  the!  eb  y  « :::  lvo  ui  .t  *.  i  y  cn  nHe  m  tr ■  E 
tumlicif*  and  overthrew  h:s  lalfc  notKrt 
of  the  n;:**hbcur  to  v.lioni  i-^ve 


n* 

ft  ht  it  Jtfus 

feet*  and  beard 
fils  word. 


paraphrafsiL 


C%.  tr 


40  But  Martha 
was  cumbered  a- 
boat  much  ferv- 
lngt  sad  came  to 
Mo »  and  fold  » 
Lord,  tloft  thou 
soc  care  iJia  my 

lifter  hath  left  me 
to  ftrvc  alone  ? 
bid  her  therefore 
that  fitc  help  me* 


41  And  jefal 
anfwcrd  and  Lid 
unto  her,  Mar- 
tha^Mart^thvu 
ait  careful  and 
troabted  about 
many  thing!  \ 


being  a  great  lover  of  Chrift,  took  this  opportunity  to 

place  herfdf,  with  all  humblenefs  of  mind)  like  a  learn¬ 
er,  at  his  feet,  that  {he  might  attend  onto)  and  receive 
i nftru&ion,  by  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded  our 
of  his  lips. 

40  In  the  mean  while,  Martba>  being  defir  oua  to 
(hew  the  bed  refped  Ihe  was  capable  of  to  her  Lord, 
was  mighty  bufy  in  preparing  a  fuitabie  entertainment 
for  him  $  and,  finding  that  Mary  was  unwilling  to  be 
called  off  from  hearing  his  difeourfe,  (he  went  and 
complained  of  her  to  him,  faying.  Lord,  I  cheerfully 
take  all  the  pains  X  can  to  proride  for  thee  and  thy  dif- 
ciples,  but  the  work  is  really  more  than  I  am  well  able 
to  manage  by  myfelf:  Don  thou- not  think  it  reafon- 
able  that  my  filler  (hould  take  her  pan  with  me  in  it  ? 
Pray  be  plcafed  to  order  her  to  give  me  her  alii  fiance, 
and  not  fit  ftill  to  bear  till  our  hurry  is  over,  when  (he 
may  have  a  fitter  opportunity  for  it* 

41  But,  contrary  to  her  cxpe£Ution,  Jefus  replied 
with  great  eamcflnefs,  O  Martha,  Martha ,  you  are 
over-foliritous,  and  too  much  employed  about  things 
which  are  not  wotth  fuch  anxiety  j  1  do  not  need  or 
require,  nor  do  I  like,  that  you  (hould  fpend  fo  mach 
thought,  time,  and  pains,  about  entertaining  me,  who 
came  not  to  be  miniftred  to,  but  to  minuter;  and. 


though  it  be  intended  as  a  token  of  refpeft,  you  di- 
Jlra&  and  encumber  yourfelf  about  every  filing's  being 
done  In  the  handfomeft  manner,  beyond  what  is  proper 
fer  the  occafion  of  my  coming  hither. 

4*.  B»*  42  But  let  me  tell  you,  One  point  is  hecefiary, 

snd^itorv  hath’  which  your  many  other  things  ought  to  give  way  unto 
chore n  that  nod  aa  infinitely  more  important ;  and  that  is  the  firing 
pan  ihail  knowledge  of  myfelf,  and  of  the  true  do&rine  of  eter- 

from  her.*'  na^  *bieh  I  am  come  to  preach :  Mary  has  had 

fuch  an  a(Te£Hng  fenfeof  the  excellence  of  this,  as  to 
make  it  her  choice,  in  preference  to  all  things  elfe ; 
and  (he  has  herein  chofen  the  greattfl  good,  which  no 
powers  of  eaxth  or  hell  {hall  ever  be  able  to  derive  her 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

flow  great  are  the  difficulties  011  otae  hand,  and  the  affiftances  on  the  other, 
that  attend  the  ferrants  of  Chrift,  whom  he  employs,  like  labourers  in  a  harvrit, 
to  gather  fouls  to  himfelf  i  But  O  biow  much  work  is  there  of  this  fort  to  be 
done ;  and  how  few  are  the  laborious,  skilful,  and  faithful  agents,  under  Chrift, 
’  that  are  engaged  in  it  1  We  had  need  be  daily  praying  to  the  Lord  of  the  bar¬ 
red,  to  furnilh  out  good  mmifters  for  his  fenrtce;  and  Jhould  remember.  Owl 
as  all  their  authority,  qualifications,  and  affiftances,  fo  all  their  fucccb  depend  ; 
entirely  upon  him.  How  great  is  the  joy  of  bong  isftrumentil  in  advancing 


Ch.  il*  The  EvangiSfi  Liter  paraphrafed.  ttj 

his  intereft,  and  overthrowing  the  kingdom  of  Satan  !  But  how  much  happier 
ftill  is  it  for  our fetvw  to  b*  fqiliuT enrolled,  as  God’s  fpecial  favourites*  among 
his  chi  Him  and  the  heirs  of  glory  1  And  how  fltonld  they,  that  arc  magnify 
the  riches  of  his  fovervigii  grace  to  them,  who*  notivithfcmiiing  all  external  re* 
v  el  at  iooe  of  God*s  mind  in  his  word,  would  nrrer  have  been  made  wile  to 
fetation  unMsChrift  had  been  plea  fed  to  render  them  dfedual  by  the  internal 
light  and  energy  of  his  Spirit  1  But  the  worft  of  all  woes  belcmg  to  fuch  os  wil¬ 
fully  rejeft  him  and  his  gofpel :  ■  And  as  for  thole  that  define  to  be  under  the  law 
as  a  covenant  for  life*  let  them  hear  its  high  demands*  to  confute  their  vain 
hopes  of  being  ju&ified  by  their  own  obedience  to  it ;  and  yet  let  every  one  re¬ 
gard  it  as  an  everUfting  rule  of  righUuu fcefi,  fummarily  comprehended  In  tbc 
great  command  of  perfect  love*  in  heart  and  behaviour*  toward  God*  and  to* 
wards  all  men,  whether  they  be  friends  or  enemies*  acquaintances  or  ft  rangers* 
of  the  fame  religion  with  one’s  felf  or  not.  But  how  fhotild  all  ittouirims  after 
eternal  life  and  fetation  be  made  with  a  ferious,  and  not  with  a  curious  or  cap* 
tious  temper*  as  ever  wc  would  be  dire&ed  into  the  right  way  of  obtaining 
them  !  And  as  the  concerns  of  our  fouls  are  of  the  greateft.  importance  above 
at!  others*  how  fhotifd  we  take  heed  that  no  fecolar  affairs  interfere  with  them  ! 
Gbrift  win  grarionfly  encourage,  countenance,  and  fecure,  the  happinefs  of 
thufe  that  are  more  fuficitous  about  a  faring  acquaintance  with  hnrucif,  than  a- 
bout  outward  tdli  monies  of  refoeet  to  him  which  he  never  required,  or  about 
any  bufmefs  relating  to  this  prtfent  life.  May  we  be  helped  to  chute  that  good 
part  which  (hall  never  be  taken  from  tis  1 


CHAP.  XI. 

Jefus  teaches  his  dtfciples  hens  to  pray ,  1,-13.  Csjtt  out  a  dumb  de* 
1/(7,  and  proves  that  be  did  it  not  by  any  power  of  devils ,  14, — 26. 
Shews  that  the  durs  if  the  word  are  hlefidy  27, — 28.  Reproves 
the  perverfenefs  and  ohfiinacy  of  the  Jews,  2p,”36. 5  and  the  hypo- * 
crify  <f  the  Fbarifees  and  knbts>  and  denounces  woes  againjl  them 

f>rit9  37*— 54- 

TEtx,  PlEAPHRASp. 

and  it  came  A  T  a  certain  feafon,  Jcfns  having  been  at  prayer, 

he  w**  raying  ^  28  W2S  wonC>  onc  bis  difctpUs  took  OO 

in  a^rtatn  pUtt,  ttfion  to  apply  to  him,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  bis 
when  he  ceafed*  brethren,  faying.  Lord,  we  humbly  beg  that  thou 

Afi  a  hlfli  dill  1  1  n  *  ^  i>  A  ■  '  ^ 


Text* 

and  ii  came  A  T  a  certain  fea 

topaftthata*  a8  foe  was  wo 

ht  wa*  praying  -  *  ^  , 

in  a  certain  place*  t2fi0n  to  apply  to  h 

when  he  cu&d*  brethren,  faying,  1 
one  of  hi.  dil-  wouldft  pleafe  to  di 

him,  Lord,  tebch  Baptijl  did  bis  dih 

us  to  pray,  as  2  In  anfwer  to  V 

£h“ift;pie“U8bt  Pra^>  Jer  Jour  Pe 

2  And  he  laid  principally  be  uimn 

u  mu  i  hero  t When 

«  ho 

*  flow  jiff  taught  hi*  difri* 

(>ti  to  pjay,  cannot  Be  determined  »rth 
certainty,  either  by  (criptutt  or  thy  remain* 
of  antiquity  ;  but  k  Jbemj,  that,  as  the 
wcot  chiefly  ituu  than  hfei yin £*  and 
tioxnlij^lej  in  their  prayers ,  ib  ]rba  £sve  hi* 
tii  ciplet  i  fthhiDHTy  ®f  pttuitn r,  which 
Itauld  go  into  tbclis,  tollable  to  the  rwure 
of  the  difpcnlacioD  they  were  then  under* 
A^rordingly  ow  ef  Chri(P$  rfifciplrs,  pn>- 
fcaMv  one  of  chc  Severn r,  w lio  not  prafeiu 
Vit.  If.  t 


wouldft  pleafe  to  direct  us  how  to  pray*  as  John  the 

Qaptifi  *  did  bit  difeiplea. 

2  In  anfwcr  to  which  he  fald,  As  to  the  matter  of 
prayer,  let  your  petitions  be  for  fuch  thing3  as  may 
principally  be  fummed  up  in  the  following  add  refs  i 

«  O 


T  E. 

it  hii  trmofl  on  she  iriw.t,  f  Maith.  vi.) 
aiked  him  to  tell  them,  Wlm  rcquetl*  they 
(ht'Uld  make,  fuirablc  to  the  ditpcnfarcon 
vhich  was  now  further  advanced  under  him* 
XTi&he  leaving  out  thedoxology,  icmind*! 
them  of  t'fofc  which,  tn  thu  ivrmon  loruij 
time  before,  he  had  L-u^ht  them  To  ofi'.T, 
vi.  9,  &c*  fte  the  ntrtcs  there ;)  an*! 
then  added  further  ift(ln:Oions  concerning 
iho  manner  in  wbfeh  they  G'.uuld  pcifcrn^ 
that  du*y. 

U 


i 


U4 

ft  pray,  ftv,  Oar 
r*uhjr  whidi  art 
ill  h^jvcn ;  bil¬ 
lowed  he  thy 
f.?™.  Thy  knu'.- 
do::i  tome*  Thy 
^il]  he  dont^  as 

V\  IftMViJv,  fy  m 

caiih* 


3  Oivewtl’ty 
Ly  diy  our  ddiy 
brtiiS. 


4  And  forgive 
us  our  fins  i  for 
vt  alfo  forgive 
etrrry  one  th>t  h 
j'ldctikid  to  iis4 
And  E^d  us  not 
iniu  ump^tiont 
but  deliver  tu 

J*v in  ev:U 


f  Ami  he 
itlil  unto  them  , 
"Which  of  you 
fhilt  have  a 
friend,  and  ilall 

go  uuto  him  at 
midnigh:,3ad  j>y 
unto  him,  hricntl, 
lend  me  three 
lo  arc* ; 

6  For  a  friend 
of  mint  in  his 
journey  h  come 


The  Evanwlijl  Luke  pafapbrafed*  Ch,*u 

<f  O  thou  common  Father  of  all  mankind  by  creation, 
and  our  God  and  Father  by  covenant,  whofe  throne  is 
in  the  heavens;  We,  encouraged  by  thy  power  and 
goodnefs,  humbly  int^cat,  that  thou  wouldeft  difplay 
the  glory  of  thy  perfcfiions,  by  thy  Spirit,  works,  and 
word ;  and  wouldcft  enable  us  aud  others  to  reverence 
and  adore  thee,  and  to  fliew  forth  thy  praife.  May  the 
Mefliah  be  exalted;  his  word  run,  and  be  glorified; 
and  many  fouls,  through  faith  in  him,  be  brought  into 
thy  kingdom  of  grace,  and  made  more  and  more  pjr- 
takers  of  its  hlefnngs  till  all  (ball  be  perfected  in  glory  \ 
And  O  that  we,  and  all  abound  us  on  earth,  may  be 
enabled  to  imitate  the  blefled  inhabitants  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  world,  in  a  cheerful  and  univerfa)  compliance  with, 
approbation  of,  fubmifCon  and  obedience  to,  thy  will, 
in  whatsoever  inftances  thou  mayft  make  it  known  to 
us ! 

3  «  Bcftow  upon  us,  ifit^feem  good  in  thy  fight, 
the  neceflary  and  convenient  provifions  of  the  prefen t 
day,  and  fo  on  from  day  to  day  ;  And  add  fuel)  a  bid* 
fmg  to  them  as  (hall  fanctify  them  to  our  ufe,  and  re- 
fretli  us  by  them  that  we  may  be  fitted  for  all  the  du¬ 
ties  to  which  thou  called  us  while  we  continue  in  the 

4  44  And  gracioufty  pardon  alt  our  fins,  of  every 
kind,  that  have  been  committed  again  ft  thee,  as  thou 
haft  commanded  and  inclined  ua  to  forgive  thofe  who 
have  wronged  or  offended  ua:  And  we  earnrftly  be- 
ferch  thee,  that  for  the  future  thou  wouideft  either  not 
fuffer  us  to  be  tempted  to  any  unlawful  thing,  or  not 
leave  us  to  the  power  of  any  temptation  whatfoever  ;■ 
but  that  thou  wouldeft  feafonably  ftrengthen  us  again  ft, 

and  give  ua  victory  over,  the  corruption  of  our  own 

hearts,  and  over  that  evil-one,  the  devil,  together  with 
all  his  wicked  In  ft  ru  me  ms,  and  thereby  prevent  our  dis¬ 
honouring  thy  name,  and  bringing  trouble  and  ruin  u- 
pon  ourfclves/* 

5,  6  And  our  Lord  further  faid  to  his  difciplcs. 
As  to  the  manner  in  which  ye  are  to  prefent  fuch  peti¬ 
tions  as  thefe  that  they  may  be  heard  and  anfwered,  it 
ftiould  be  with  great  earneftneik  and  frequency,  and 
with  believing  importunity  and  perfeverance  till  ye  ob¬ 
tain  the  bleffiiigs  yc  pray  for ;  as  may  be  HI  uft  rated  by 
the  following  fimilitude:  Suppofe  any  of  you  bad  a 
friend,  and  ftiould  go  to  him,  in' the  dead  of  the  night, 
to  beg  a  fupply  of  fuch  ncceflfary  provifions  as  you  want , 
telling  him  that  another  friend  of  your’s,  being  on  a 

journey, 


Ch.  m. 

1o  me,  inj  t 
Jijvc  nothin «  to 
ft-:  before  him  ? 

T  And  he  from 

ttithin  frail  ca- 

t*sr  4iJ  fay  , 
Tiuulilc  me  rat; 
the  door  is  uow 
frut,and  mycfail- 
dicn  ine  with  me 
in  bed  ,  I  cannot 
rife  and  *iveike. 

S  1  by  unto 
y<m>  though  he 
w\h  rior  rile  aod 
jfvc  him,  lice*;  ufc 
he  is  his  friend , 
yctt  braufe  of 
h\s  importunity, 

he  will  rife  and 

give  him  as  ma¬ 
ny  as  he  need* 
CLh. 

p  And  I  fay 
Onto  yotlj  Aft, 

and  it  frill  t* 
jmvcu  you ,  feck. 
Hod  ye  Hull  fuld, 
knock,  and  it 
frail  be  opened 
liruo  you. 


do  For  every 
one  that  ifkciU, 
rmiveth  ,  and 
lie  that  fccktth, 
Hr.de th  ,  and  cu 
him  that  knock- 
eJi,  it  [bail  he 
opened. 

j  r  If  a  ion 
JtfcU  aik  bread  of 
any  of  you  th*t 
is  a  father,  litJl 
Jj:  gi\e  him  a 
franc  *  or  if  he 
cfk  j  fifli,  ufrl  he 
for  a  Hih  jjive 
him  a  ferptnt? 

ix  Or  if  he 
fr:«ll  jflt  an  ejry, 
v:d[  lie  ofiir  huri 

■j  lCi-qk'£*(E  1 
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journey,  is  jutt  came  to  you  for  refreshment  and  that 
you  have  no  manner  of  food  to  give  him. 

7  And  fuppofe  that  the  friend  you  apply  to  Should 
at  firit  fo  far  difeourage  you,  as  to  call  from  within  his 
houfe,  and  tlcfire  you  iiot  to  give  him  fo  uiifeafcnablc 
a  trouble,  telling  you,  that,  it  heiiig  late,  his  doors 
were  fattened  up,  and  he  and  all  bis  family  were  got 
to  bed,  and  therefore  he  mutt  be  cztufcd  from  rifing 
to  anfwer  your  requeft- 

8  If  a  man  in  thefe  circumftances  were  ft  ill  to  con* 
tinue  infixing  on  the  urgency  of  the  cafe,  and  to  repeat 
his  pleas  with  him,  like  one  who  hoped  in  his  good* 
nefs,  and  would  not  take  a  denial ;  1  tell  you,  that  at 
length  he  would  be  prevailed  upon,  by  fucb  preffing 
importunity,  to  rife  and  let  him  have  all  that  he  wants, 
though  he  would  not  do  it  merely  in  confideration  of 

the  friendfhip  that  had  been  between  them* 

t>  Now,  to  apply  this :  if  one,  who  fhcwtd  fo 
much  backwardness  to  grant  the  reejueft  of  his  friend, 
was  overcome  at  laft  by  his  repeated  intrcatics;  how 
much  more  will  your  heavenly  Father,  who  has  the 
ki ruled  heart  toward  you,  and  never  thinks  you  trouble* 
feme  or  unfea  Gamble  in  your  addrcfles  to  him,  fuffer 
himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  your  fervent  importu¬ 
nity,  though  he  may  not  immediately  anfwer  your 
prayers,  but  at  firft  may  feem  to  refufe  you*  1  there¬ 
fore  fay  unto  you,  Wbatfoerfrer  mercies  ye  fbitd  in  need 
of,  all:  them  of  God  in  faith,  according  to  his  word, 
and  he  will  freely  grant  them  :  Seek  to  hiru  with  ear- 
ne  finds,  and  ye  (hall obtain  them:  Be  importunate  foe 
them,  like  one  knocking,  and  continuing  to  knock, 
as  at  the  door  of  bis  mercy,  and  be  will  give  you  a 
gracious  an  fiver* 

to  For  every  one  ifrho  applies  to  God  in  prayer,* 
with  faith  in  his  power  and  goodnefs,  and  in  his  pro- 
mife  Through  the  mediator  of  his  appointment,  aiul 
with  perfevering  earneftnefs  like  one  heartily  concerned 
for  the  ble flings  he  afks,  Audi  furcly  be  anfwcrcd,  in 
GocPs  way  and  time,  either  in  the  very  thing  he  prays 
for,  or  in  what  Infinite  Wifdum  knows  will  be  as  good 
or  better  for  him* 

II,  12  And,  further  to  iliuflrare  and  enforce  this, 
our  Lord  added  another  Gmilitudc,  faying,  Sunpofe 
any  of  you,  who  is  an  earthly  parent,  had  a  fon  that 
iliotild  afk  fur  neecflkry  food,  fuel]  as  bread,  fifb,  ati 
egg,  or  the  like;  would  you  deny  him,  ami,  inficad 
thereof,  give  him  what^yon  know  would  be  as  ufdcfs 
ami  injtmjus  to  him  as  a  flonc,  u  ferpenr,  or  a  icorpi- 

11  i  on  i 


t  IF  vc  then, 
being  evil,  know 
Jimv  toipve  j»uod 
gtfi>  unto  your 
children  , '  now 
much  more  IhiH 
jott  heavenly  Fa- 
t her  give  the  ho¬ 
ly  Spirit  to  them 
that  iik  him  £ 


14  And  he  wa* 
Vafling  out  a  de¬ 
vil,  and  it  wag 
dumb*  And  it 
came  to  pii$t 
when  the  devil 
Was  gone  ont, the 
dumb  fpafcc,  and 
the  people  w ua- 
dered* 


zt  But  fome 
of  them  fakl,  He 
Mallei  h  out  devils 
through  Hcclze- 
bub  the  chief  of 
die  devils. 


id  And  others, 
tempting  Aiw, 
f might  of  him  a 
itgn  from  hea¬ 
ven- 


i?  Bat  he, 
knowing  their 
thoughts ,  fall 

unco 


Tta  Evangdiji  LlMCC  par&phraftd*  Ch*  xu 

on  *  ?  Let  any  one,  who  bas  tbe  heart  of  a  father* 
confab  his  own  bowels,  and  think  whether  he  could  do 
(b  unnatural  and  cruet  a  thing  to  his  own  Ion. 

13  If  therefore  ye  yourftlves,  who  are  under  the 
influence  of  irregular  paflions  and  various  humours, 
would  neverthelefe,  merely  from  natural  affe&ion  to 
your  own  offspring,  hear  their  cries,  and  give  them 
what  ye  know  to  be  necefTary  and  proper  for  them  i 
how  much  more  will  the  infinitely  perfttt  Father  of 
mercies  give  fuch  things  as  he  knows  to  be  for  the  Cafe* 
ty  and  happinefs  of  his  children?  [Mailb.  viu  1 1.) 
Yea,  how  certainly  will  be  bellow  that  bed  and  moil 
necefTary  of  all  blelliiigs,  hi$  holy  Spirit,  upon  them 
who,  relying  on  bis  grace,  earncftly  feck  to  him  in 
prayer  for  it  ? 

14  At  another  time,  our  tidied  Lord  undeitoolc 
tbe  calling  out  of  a  devil,  who  had  utterly  deprived  the 
poffcffed  man  of  his  fpeecfa :  and,  as  loon  as  Satan  was 
forced  to  depart,  the  dumb  man  fpoke,  thereby  making 
it  known  to  all  the  company  that  he  was  effectually  re¬ 
leafed.  And  the  generality  of  the  fpc&ators  were  a* 
mazed,  that  one  woo  made  fo  low  a  figure,  contrary  to 
wfiat  they  expected  from  the  Meffiah,  would  exert  fuch 

Sod  like  authority  over-  devils,  and  heal  the  poor  di« 
irelTed  creature  in  an  inftant. 

15  But  the  envious  Pharifeei,  and  fome  of  the 
people  under  their  management,  gave  a  malicious  and 
wicked  turn  to  this  miracle,  privately  infinuating  one 
to  another,  that  he  call  out  devils,  not  by  the  power  of 
God,  but  in  concert  with,  and  under  the  influence  of, 
the  prince  of  devils,  called  Betlzebvb  who  made  un¬ 
derlings  yield  to  his  fuperior  authority  over  them. 

16  Others  took  a  more  artful  way  to  diferedit 
Chrift  among  the  people,  demanding  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  fign  from  heaven  as  a  demoaftration  of  his  being 
the  MclEah ;  thereby  intimating,  as  if  all  the  miracu¬ 
lous  works  he  performed  upon  earth,  might  poflibly  be 
by  the  black-ait,  and  to  proved  nothing  in  his  favour. 

17  But  Jcfus,  knowiug  their  evil  intent  in  ail  this, 
and  particularly  what  fome  privately  muttered  among 
thcmfelves  about  his  calling  out  devils  by  tbe  prince  of 

devils. 


NOTES. 


*■  A  (corpian  is  a  fmall  bUckifli  creimrc  from  tbrit  temples  and  lacrifccs.  The  PM* 

of  the  ferpent  kind,  and  is  exceeding  veno-  hjtinci  worihipped  a  deity  under  this  title,  at 
niouff  and  mifcnkvoiu,  the  god  of  £ir+*,  (a  Kings  i.  U.)  From 

f  The  iiamc  BtchiM  fignifirs  tht  god  «/  hence  ll  it  probable  that  the  Jrurs  took  the 
files;  aiul  vat  %\ yeti  10  the  heal  hen  7 name,  and  applied  it  to  the  chief  or  prince 
whom  his  worth!  p per*  accounted  flic  chief  of  the  deviU,  who  waj  fuppo&d  to  have 
of  their  gods,  but  whom  they  meanly  re-  fome  rule  and  dominion  over  the  reft  of  the 

prcwuied  iii  emp^cd  iu  driving  **  kingdom  of  ttakneft* 


Ch.  xn 

amtn  than.  Every 
kingdom  divided 
it  fdf  U 
bronght  to  defo* 
latum  j  and  4 
hmtJe  dWd  ft* 
gainfl  «  houtc 
felktl* 


18  If  Satin  al* 
fo  be  divided  i- 
eainft  hrcnfdf, 
n  o*r  ftull  his 
kingdom  fland* 
borao&  ye  lay 
thit  l  caft  out 
dcriU  through 
JJttJzcbuU. 


to  And  if  1 
by  Beelzebub  tall 
out  devils ,  by 
vhom  do  your 

Ions  aft  them 
our  i  therefore 
Ihitl  ihfy  be  your 
judge* 


to  But  if  1 
viih  the  finger  of 
Cod  cad  out  de¬ 
vils,  no  doubt 
the  kingdom  of 
God  U  «ome  up¬ 
on  you. 


11  When  a 

Jimng  mao  arm¬ 
ed  kcepeih  hr* 
palace  » 
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devils,  replied  firft  of  all  to  that  monftrous  calumny, 
faying,  It  cannot  reafonably  be  fuppofed  that  any  com¬ 
munities  fttould  leek  an  eftablifomenc  of  themfelves, 
or  that  their  interefts  foonld  really  be  promoted  and 
fecured,  by  foe  bead  and  members  being  divided  in 
their  defigns  and  afiiogs  one  again  ft  another  in  what 
relates  to  their  common  caufe.  On  the  other  hand,  e- 
very  one  mu  ft  think,  and  all  obfervation  and  experience 
proves,  that  fucb  meafures  tend  to,  and,  if  purfeed, 
mu  ft  end,  in  tbeir  utter  dcfolarion,  whether  they  be 
kingdoms  or  families,  or  any  other  focieties  whatfoever. 

18  If  therefore  Satan  were  to  aflift  in  reftraining 
and  confounding  his  own  agents,  and  that  in  confir¬ 
mation  of  a  doctrine  fo  good  and  holy  as  mine,  how 
is  it  poftible  that  bis  kingdom  (hould  fubfift?  This 
would  be  the  direct  way  to  ruin,  inftead  of  ftrengthen.- 
ingand  eftablifoing  it;  and  fince  it  cannot  be  thought 
that  he  is  fo  foolifh  and  ftnpid  as  not  to  know  this,  it  is 
malicious  and  abfurd  to  the  la  ft  degree  for  you  to  fey 
that  I  defeat  devils  by  any  power  derived  from  him. 

19  And,  to  retort  the  invidious  charge,  he  further 
fa  id,  If  ye  fuggeft  that  I  caft  out  devils  in  confederacy 
with  their  chief,  pray  wbat  do  ye  fay  to  your  own  difei- 
ples,  who  eaft  them  out  in  the  came  of  the  God  of  A- 
braham ,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  ?  Ye  never  ventured  to  talk 
thus  of  them.  And  wbat  do  you  think  of  your  own 
honeft,  plain,  undefigning  countrymen,  who  do  the 
like  in  thv  name  ?  Ye  have  no  room  to  imagine  that 
fucb  as  thefe  are  In  league  with  the  devil,  (fee  the 
note  on  Mattb,  xii.  27.):  They  therefore  (hall  witnefe 
again  ft  you,  and  condemn  you  for  vour  partiality,  rafli- 
nefs,  and  injuftice,  in  aferioing  what  I  do  of  the  feme 
kind  to  the  power  of  Satan. 

20  But  if,  contrary  to  your  blafphemous  inGnuations, 
I  caft  out  devils  by  tne  power  of  God  *,  as  1  evidently 
do,  ye  cannot  deny  but  that  I  am  come  from  him  to 
fet  up  his  kingdom  of  grace  among  you  j  and.  by  op- 
pofiog  me,  ye  are  foe  greateft  enemies  to  yourfelves, 
Gnning  againlt  your  own  mercy  to  your  utter  confab- 
on. 

21,  22  And  ftill  further  to  (hew  that  wbat  he  did 
herein  was  really  a  deftruftiou  of  the  devil’s  power,  he 
ill u (bated  it  by  this  fitnUitude,  faying,  When  an  arm¬ 
ed  and  mighty  man  is  in  poftefoon  of  his  boufe,  be 

rules 


K  O  T  E. 

*  The  fagtr  of  God  feemj  to  be  an  at-  viii.  19.),  and  it  is  tslW  tbc  Spirit  n£  Go43 
luFon  to  wnat  the  nujftuni  laid,  .when they  {hlaith,  jul,  iW*) 
found  the mkEi ves  out-done  bj  Mofu*  (Kxod* 


Il8 

pabcc,  his  goods 
are  hi  peace. 

12  lint  when 
a  (Iron^rr  than 
he  ll&tt  dime  up¬ 
on  htm^nd  over* 
come  himt  he  ta¬ 
ker  h  from  him 
oil  his  armour 
whereto  he  tnid- 
tdr  and  (liviilctt 

btffpuib. 


sj  He  that  is 
jm«  with  nr>r,  i* 
me ;  and 
he  th.it  {ftihciYib 
not  vi'h  met 
jcatLacib. 


s|  When  the , 
unclean  fpirfc  is 

gone  <mt  of  2 
imitf  he  wulkcih 
ih*onj>h  dty  pU* 
ecst  lc«Jiii!i;rell  l 
and  ^Tiding none, 
he  faith,  I  wilt 
rerojrn  unto  my 
ho4)ic  whence  1 
e;me  out* 

15  And,  when 
he  roxncch,  lie 
fjndfith  */  iwept 
and  ^  inufh^iL 
id  Then  "wih 
he,  and  t-keth  to 
him  liven  other 
fpir  its  pwn:  wick* 

ed  than  Irimicif, 
anil  they  enter  in 
aisd  dwell  there  : 
and  tht.  Liii  lUtc 
of  th.ir  man  is 
wnrfc  tlun  the 

fall. 
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rules  without  conrroul,  and  thinks  himfclf  (ecu re  ;  but 
wheu  t>ne  (till  more  powerful  breaks  in  upon  him  and 
gets  the  mattery  over  him,  be  dHarms  him  and 
takes  all  his  goods  into  his  own  bands.  So  when  Satan 
has  got  pofleflion  of  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men  and 
by  bis  wiles  and  ttrength  keeps  them  under  his  owq 
dominion,  there  are  fio  mutinies  againft  him,  and  he 
thinks  himfrlf  able  to  hold  them  faff  J  but  when  I  come 
upon  him  with  fuprrior  ttrength,  and  exercife  my  au¬ 
thority  over  him,  I  break  to  pieces  all  his  power  by 
which  he  before  detained  them,  raife  an  oppofition  a- 
gaintt  him  in  thofe  who  before  were  tamely  fubjcct  to 
bis  tyranny,  and  deliver  the  prey  of  the  terrible  one 
out  of  his  hands  that  1  may  ufe  it  for  myfelf* 

23  I  Its  intered  and  mine  are  fo  dirc&ly  oppoGte, 
tint  it  is  impotHbtc  we  Ihcuild  agree  in  the  fame  ddfigns: 
He  therefore  cannot  approve  of  my  doctrine,  and  of 
the  works  which  I  perform  to  confirm  it  for  the  de- 
ttruftiop  of  his  power  and  kingdom  ;  nor  can  he  fide 
with  me,  hut  will  ever  do  his  utinoft  to  oppofe  me 
therein  ;  and  fo  do  all  thofe  of  you  that  deny  my  opera* 
tions  to  be  the  clTt£t  of  the  power  of  God  :  There  is 
no  neuter  in  this  caufe ;  but  every  one,  who  will  ncr 
allow  my  doctrine  and  miracles  to  be  truly  divine,  is 
really  an  enemy  to.  me. 

24,  25,  26  And  your  lamentable  condition,  O  ye 
hypocritical  and  cavilling  Jewsf  may  be  illuftrated  in 
the  following  manner:  When  an  evil  fpiiit  is  catt  out 
of  a  man,  he  difcontentcdly  wanders  about  feeking  a 
fettleinenc  elfcwhcrc:  But,  mectipg  with  perpetual  dif- 
appointments,  he  returns  to  attempt  a  recovery  of  his 
old  habitation  $  and,  upon  trial,  finds  nothing  to  oppofe 
him,  hut  every  thing  ready  to  entertain  him.  Upon 
which  he  enters  again,  and  gets  fatter  hold  of  the  fame 
man  than  ercr,  bringing  many  other  more  malignant 
fpiritA  than  himfelf  to  take  pofTdTion  with  him  :  And 
by  tins  means  the  cafe  of  that  man  is  much  more  de¬ 
plorable  than  it  was  before*  So  when  the  power  of  Sa¬ 
tan  is  fhaken  by  what  I  do  among  you  of  this  wicked 
generation,  he,  being  fowed  to  retire  againft  his  wilt, 
roves  about  among  the  Gentiles ,  to  carry  on  his  empire 
there  :  But  at  length  the  gofpel,  attended  with  the 
power  of  miracles,  and  with  imernat  operations  of  the 
Spirit,  following  him  thither,  to  overthrow  his  intertft 
amon^  them,  by  vanquishing  their  idols,  and  captiva? 
ring  the  fouls  of  multitude*  to  the  obedience  of  faith, 
he  will  return  to  make  another  trial  upon  the  Jtvss ; 
and,  finding  them  ddKtutc  of  the  grace  of  God,  and 

unreclaimed 


CJi>  xu 
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unreclaimed  under  their  high  pretcncc3,to  religion)  he 
will  enter  again  among  them  with  greater  power  and 
prevalence;  And  they  thereby  will  become  more  vile 
and  wicked  than  ever)  to  their  utter  ddtrn&ion  both 
in  this  world  and  the  next.  And  thus  it  is  with  all  in 
whom  there  has  been  only  a  temporary  work  :  Satan 
returning  again- £0  fee  how  things  fland  with  them*  and 
finding  that  they  are  only  cleaned  from  fome  former 
grok  fins*  and  garnifred  with  fome  falfe  appearances 
of  gcodnefsj  but  are  void  of  all  true  principles  of  reli¬ 
gion*  he  takes  pofleffion  of  them  again*  and  works  in 
them  with  more  malignity  and  power  than  ever  before  * 
fo  that  they  prove  utter  apoftates,  turn  to  be  the  worft 
of  men*  and  are  brought  to  the  moll  dreadful  condem¬ 
nation  and  min* 


IT  And  it  fame 
to  pali  «  he  fpafcc 
theft  things  >  a 
certain  woman 
of  the  company 
lift  op  her  voice, 
and  Aid  Until 
him,  BlciTed  is 
the  wnoib  that 
bare  thee,  find  the 
(tps  ^rhkh  thou 
fucked. 

18  But  he  fa  id, 
Tea,  rather  bWJ- 
cd  are  they  ^hat 
hear  the  u-ordof 
Hud,  and  keep 
it. 


27  Whilft  our  Lord  was  difcourCng  in  this  excellent 
and  awful  manner*  a  certain  woman  was  fo  mightily 
aflefted  with  it*  that*  in  a  rapture  of  admiration  and 
joy*  (lie  interrupted  him*  crying  out  aloud  among  the 
people*  What  a  wonderful  perfon  is  this  !  with  what 
authority  does  he  command  devils*  and  with  what  wif* 
dom  does  he  confute  men  !  O  happy  woman  who  bore 
and  brought  thee  up  !  what  would  I  have  given  to  have 
been  the  mother  of  fuch  a  Son  !  All  generations  will 
rife  up  and  call  her  bleflcd, 

28  But  he  replied*  Do  you  think  it  fuch  an  honour 
and  privilege  to  have  conceived,  brought  forth,  and 
fuckled  me  ?  a  much  greater  dignity  and  hippinefi 
than  this  frail  be  conferred  on  thole  who  hear  my  gof- 
pel,  and  receive  tbe  love  of  the  truth  that  they  may  be 
laved.  It  is  this  that  leads  the  way  to  real  bkflednefs 


and  glory*  and  is  inexpreflibly  better  than  ihe  ncareft 
relation  to  me  according  to  the  Qcili, 

*T  And  when  2p  The  people*  being  alarmed  at  this  furprlGng  in- 

th£k  ran  together,  crowding  up  ftii!  nearer  ro  him  \ 

tether,  he  be*  and  then  lefuming  his  difeourfe*  be  proceeded  by  way 
to  fay,  This  of  reply  to  tbofe  that  bad  demanded  a  Hgn  from  heaven* 

!irun:"h4'nr«t  (wr*  r.6')  fiT™8»  The  mcn  of  *h»  degenerate  age  are 
a£gn,  ajidihrrc  exceeding  obilinatc  and  perverfe.  Notwithftanding  all 

i\M  the  unqueflionable  miracles  I  have  wrought*  ftili  they 
unreasonably  infill  on  proofs  of  my  divine  com  million* 
by  fome  extraordinary  vifible  appearance  in  (he*hea~ 
vena  *:  But  their  wilful*  and  inconigible  infidelity 


frail 


NOTE. 

*  The  time  was  not  yet  comein  grv<;  them  not  fa  fir  httmmtr  ihrir  iinreafhnaMs  oM*U 
a  Gpi  from  heaven  *  'fids  was  not  to  lie  till  rn?cy  aiul  unbelief',  asui  *jivc  them  frith  lijsiw 
after  Christ**  aftfinfian,  firfl  at  the  nmthruw  tu  iJioy  mfrflcd  it^n  thru;  but  at  a»«kr 
of  J*rtipUtrtw  which  would  be  the  dcftrirflion  time  Jit  told  them,  64.)  litre- 

n\  the  then  p relent  generation;  and  after*  after  ft  fail  fie  the  of  w*  tic 

urjrds  at  Chi  ifTi  itcond  fkuJOUS  appearing  ri*h  <tj  ^\vrrt  tit,d  the  ifesuil  *>J 

to  ihc  u+*:r!H  :  Amt  thrrfrfure  Lt  u-i .■ 
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fl»D  no  fign  be  {ball  not  be  gratified  by  any  other  fort  of  wonders,  for 
f™of  joouthe  Ae  prefent,  than  I  have  already  wrought ;  except  fuch 
jjTOplitt.  an  one  as  refembles  that  of  the  prophet  Jo nah%  which 

wilt  clofe  iny  appearance  among  them  on  earth,  and 
will  leave  them  altogether  without  excufc. 

For  as  To-  30  For  as  the  miraculous  deliverance  of  Jtn&h  from 

ooioTho  Vwc-  ^caA>  on  the  third  day,  after  he  had  been  buried  in 
v fits,  r<i  ihait  ii'lfo  tbe  belly  of  a  great  fi(h  in  the  fca,  was  an  evidence  to 
the  Son  of  man  tbe  Nitevitei  that  God  fentthem  to  warn  them  of  their 

tion! 1  lU  approaching  deftrudtf  on  unlcfs  they  fhould  repent ;  fo 

l,  who  am  truly  man,  (hail  be  demon (trated  to  this 
generation  to  be  the  Son  of  God  .with  power,  by  my 
rifing  from  the  dead,  on  the  third  day,  after  I  (hall 
have  been  crucified,  and  buried  in  a  fepulcbre  ;  and  if, 
after  this  proof  that  my  meffage  to  them  is  from  hea¬ 
ven,  they  continue  in  unbelief,  deftru&ion  (haU  come 
upon  them  to  tbe  urtermoll. 

31  Tbeijwen  31  And  our  Lord  forrfeeing  that  this  grand  evidence 

Tift1* upTin  fl|*ie  his  being  A*  Mefliah  would  likewife  be  rcjc&ed  by 
jndgtueot  trith  the  bulk  of  the  JeviiJb  nation,  faid.  The  example  of 
the  men  of  thb  the  Queen  of  Sheba,  {who  dwelt  in  that  part  of  Arabia 

£taTtte£  which  was  called  Sabaa,  and  lay  foutberiy  from  Jtn- 
for  (be  came  from  faltm,)  will  turn  to  the  confuuoa  anq  reproach  of  this 
the  utouift  pans  unbelieving  and  hardened  generation  of  men  in  the  day 

hU^he^fdom  of  judgment :  For  (he,  though  a  great  woman,  and  a 
or  Salomon,  Arad  llranger  to  tbe  common-wealth  of  Ifrael ,  took  a  long 
Mioki  *  grcaitr  journey  from  the  mod  diftant  part  of  the  continent,  to 

!£[«■—  **  (atisfy  btrfclf  about  what  flie  had  heard  of  Sohmon'i 

wifdom ;  and,  upon  feeing  fome  (pec i mens  of  it,  (he 
was  convinced,  and  (truck  with  admiration  at  it.  Bat 


b 


Thi  tiicn 
wf  Ninrvth  flialt 
rift  up  Ln  the 
judgment  with 
thU  gctimtinn, 
and  HioiJ  con¬ 
demn  ie  ;  for 
ihcf  repented  at 
the  preaching  of 
Jonifij  2m)  5e- 
noW  a  greater 
than  Jonas  is 
b»rc, 


obferve  the  perverfenefs  of  the  profefiing  people  of  this 
age!  one  of  incomparably  greater  dignity,  wifdom,  and 
glory,  than  Solomon^  now  appears  among  them  at  their 
own  doors,  and  that  with  much  higher  evidence  of  the 
divine  excellence  of  his  perfon  and  do£trine ;  and  yet 
they  rejeft  and  vilify  him. 

32'  The  behaviour  of  tbe  Nhtevites  (hall  likewife 
teftify  agaioft  the  obftinate  perverfenefs  of  the  people 
of  this  age,  to  aggravate  their  condemnation  in  tbe 
great  day  of  account :  For  though  they  were  heathens, 
and  the  prophet  Jonah  was  a  Granger,  and  a  man  of 
like  iinful  padions  with  themfelves$  and  though  be 
preached  to  them  but  three  days,  in  which  he  denoun¬ 
ced  nothing  but  deftru£tion,  and  wrought  no  miracle 
in  their  fight ;  yet  they  believed,  and  wetc  influenced 
by  his  mellagc,  to  go  into  a  general  humiliation  and 
repentance.  But  obferve  the  difference  1  a  much  great- 
flier  phrophet,  even  the  Mefliah  himfelf,  is  now  code  x- 


mong 
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73  Ko  mm 
when  he  hath 
lighted  a  candle 
f  utter h  it  in  a  fe- 
rjrct  plact,  neither 
under  a  huifctl; 
but  on  a  candle* 
flick,  that  they 

which  come  in 

may  fee  (li« 
light. 

34  T!ie  light 
of  the  body  is  f  he 
eye  :  therefore 

%hcn  thine  eye 
ic  tingle  t  thy 
uhote  body  alfo 
3*  full  of  light; 

but  whttwAuuttc 

hevil,  thy  body 
iltu  IJ  full  of 
darknefs. 


33  Tale  heed 
therefore ,  that 
t  he  light  which 

h  imnee  be  not 
d  if  tat  ft* 


3$  If  thy  whole 
body  therefore  f# 

foil 
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mong  too  ;  And  though  he  is  one  of  your  own  nation 
fent  of  God  to  you  as  a  people  vifibly  in  covenant  with 
him ;  though  be  has,  year  after  year,  preached  the 
glad  tidings  of  {alvation  through  faith  in  himfdf,  as 
well  u  denounced  the  righteous  vengeance  of  God 
which  wQl  certainly  come  upon  you  in  cafe  ye  conti¬ 
nue  impenitent  and  unbelieving  j  and  though  be  has 
multiplied  miracles  of  various  kinds  before  your  eyes', 
to  confirm  his  chara&er  and  his  doctrine ;  yet  ye  har¬ 
den  yourfclvcs  in  your  wickednefc,  and  will  not  believe 
in  him* 

33  Thefe  are  awful  truths.  But  as  no  man  lights  a 
candle  to  conceal  it  or  to  hide  it  under  a  veffel,  but  to 
fet  it  up  in  a  candleltick  that  all  in  the  room  may  fee 
by  it :  So,  whether  ye  will  receive  my  do&rinc  or  not, 

I  muft  go  on  to  publifh  it,  and  it  will  vifibly  turn  to 
your  advantage  or  confufion  according  to  your  enter¬ 
taining  or  reje&ing  it  j  a  further  illuflxation  of  which, 
ye  may  take  in  the  following  Gmilitude. 

34  As  it  is  a  man's  eye  that  lets  in  the  light  of  this 
world  *,  and  therefore,  if  this  valuable  organ  be  free 
from  catarafh  and  all  vicious  humours,  his  whole  body 
has  the  benefit  of  the  light  for  its  dire&ion  and  com¬ 
fort  ;  but  if  his  eye  be  perifiied,  or  its  fight  be  loft, 
how  clearly  (oever  the  beams  of  the  fun  itfelf  were  to  fur- 
round  him,  he  can  have  no  advantage  by  it,  hut  is  as 
incurably  dark  as  if  no  light  (hone  upon  him :  So  It  33 
a  man's  uoderftanding  that  lets  in  fpiritual  light ;  and 
therefore,  if  bis  judgment  be  free  from  the  influence 
of  pride  aad  covetoufneTs,  carnality  and  unbelief,  his 
whole  foul  is  enlightened  with  the  glorious  things  of 
the  gofpel,  approves  of  them,  takes  pleafure  in  them, 
and  is  directed  and  profited  by  them  ,  but  if  bis  judg¬ 
ment  be  corrupted  by  any  depraved  affections,  bow 
brightly  foever  the  evidence  of  gofpel-truths  may  be  fet 
before  him,  his  whole  foul  is  as  full  of  darkneu,  con¬ 
fufion,  andmifery,  and  is  as  effectually  deprived  of  guid¬ 
ance  and  influence  to  falvation,  as  if  no  external  rev^ 
lation  were  made  to  him. 

35  Let  every  one  therefore  take  care  that  the  eye  of 
his  mind,  which  ought  ro  receive  the  light  of  my  doc¬ 
trine,  be  not  {hut  up  under  the  power  of  lulls  and  pre¬ 
judices  :  For  this  will  be  the  word  of  all  darknefs ;  and 
will  certainly  miflead  the  foul  to  ruin,  juftcad  of  its 
being  dire  died  into  the  way  to  everiafting  hkflednefs. 

36  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  judgment  be  enligh¬ 
tened,  and,  together  with  this,  the  will  and  affeflions 

be  renewed  and  fan&ifiedi  the  whole  man  will  be  Ai¬ 
led 


IU 

full  of  light,  h*T- 

fag  no  partdark* 

the  whole  Ihalt 
be  full  of 
ju  when  the 
bright  ifcinjtijf  of 
a  Candle  doth 
give  (he  light* 

37  And, at  he 
fpafcc,  a  certain 
F  harilTt  e  be&pgEu 
him  todijic  viilh 
him  :  and  be 
went  in,  irtd  fat 
down  to  meat* 

jS  And, when 
the  PliariJces  law 
fr,  he  marvelled, 
that  he  had  not 
hrif  walbcd  be  - 
l^re  diuiier* 


^9  And  the 

?*'>rrl  laid  Lln'c 

him.  Now  do  ye 
l’harLftcs  make 
clean  the  nuclide 
nf  the  rup  and 
the  pbrtcr  :  hue 
youv  inward  part 
u  full  of  raven- 
hig  and  wicked* 

rail, 


4^  Ye  fonU  , 
did  not  he  that 
made  that  which 
1*  without,  make 
that  which  ii 
within  alfo  l 


41  But  rather 
give  aim*  of  filch 
Xbings  a*  you 
have :  and  lie  - 

hold 
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led  with  the  light  of  truth,  holinefs,  and  comfort  ;  and 
the  gofpel,  winch  is  as  a  light  (tuning  in  a  dark  place, 
will,  like  the  clear  burning  of  a  candle  in  a  dark  room, 
fhed  ite  light  into  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the 
foul,  for  its  direction  in  the  way  of  life  and  peace  to 
eternal  glory, 

37  Whilft  our  Lord  was  engaged  in  this  difeourfe  to 
the  people,  a  certain  Pb&rifee  civilly  invited  him  tq 
take  a  dinner  at  his  houfe  ;  and  as  Jefus  was  a  (Table  and 
courteous,  and  took  pleafurein  opportunities  of  in (truc- 
ting  all  forts  of  men,  he  readily  accepted  the  invitation, 
and  fat  down  to  eat  with  him* 

38  But  (*)  the  PbarifM}  like  the  reft  of  his  fuperfti- 
tious  feQ,  holding  it  to  be  Gnful  and  defiling,  accor¬ 
ding  to  their  traditions,  to  eat  a  common  meal  without 
washing  one’s  bands  immediately  before  it,  thought  it 
ft  range  that  a  prophet  of  fo  much  fanftity  as  Chrift  pro¬ 
filed  to  be  fliould  begin  to  cat  without  having  firft 
performed  that  rite. 

3  9  And  our  Lord  ohferving  this,  reproved  him  and 
his  brethren  for  their  folly  and  hypocrify,  faying.  Ye 
Phrifees  are  like  perlbns,  who,  to  get  a  reputation  for 
clcaniujefs,  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  fccur  the  out- 
fide  of.their  cups  and  difhes;  but,  at  the  Time  time, 
leave  them  very  filthy  and  naufeous  within  :  So  ye  are 
fuperftitioufly  nice  and  exaft  in  external  w  a  filings  and 
cleanings,  that  ye  may  appear  with  a  face  of  ftri£t  ho- 
linefs  in  the  eyes  of  men,  while  your  minds  and  con¬ 
fidences  are  defiled,  being  full  of  rapine  and  extortion, 
cruelty  and  covetoufriefe,  and  all  manner  of  vile  a  flec¬ 
tions,  which  render  you  abominable  rn  God’s  fig  hr* 

40  What  a  (illy  as  well  as  hypocritical  part  do  ye 
herein  aft,  as  if  ye  could  jmpole  upon  the  all-feeing 
and  heart* fearching  God,  who  defires  truth  in  the  in¬ 
ward  parts  !  Did  uot  he  create  the  foul  as  well  as  the 
body  ?  and  can  yc  fuppofe,  that  be  is  plcafed  with  your 
ceremonious  wa  things  of  the  flefli,  and  takes  no  notice 
of  the  impurity  of  your  fpirita  ? 

41  But  there  is  a  better  way  of  having  an  allowed 
and  fan£bfied  ufe  of  your  common  food;  and  that  is, 
by  liberal  diftributions  out  of  your  worldly  fubfta nee  to 
refrefh  the  bowels  of  the  poor,  according  to  God’s  or¬ 
dinance,  for  a  holy  enjoyment  of  creature* comforts, 
and  of  bis  bluffing  upon  them,  {Dtvt*  xxvi*  12,-15*} 
And  as  the  duties  of  mercy  and  charity  are  of  moral 
obligation,  and  are  proper  fruits  of  true  repentance, 
efpectaHy  when  pc rfo ns  nave  been  guilty  of  extortion 
and  oppreCIon,  ye  thould  be  much  more  felicitous 

about 


Cb.  xu 

h«id  things 

SI:  £  dtlO  UUtO 
you. 


4.1  But  «o  un¬ 
to  yon  Phuilea: 
tor  yc  tithe  mint 
and  rue,  and  all 
manner  uf  htrku, 
and  psfs  over 
judgment ,  and 
the  (ore  of  itods 
ihetc  oeghi  ye  to 
hare  done*  and 
nu  to  leave  the 
other  undone* 


4j  Wo  unto 
you  Pharifec*  ; 
jor  ye  love  the 
uppeimofl '  feats 
in  ihc  fyiujjoguts 
and  greciin^s  in 
tbc  onikcUt 

i  ■ 


44  Wo  ur,io 
yob  (bribes  and 
Phurifc^t  hypo* 
elite.*;  fur  yoare 
as  grave*  which 
appear  D^t  t  and 

t  jac 
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about  thefe  than  about  external  waitings,  that  all  things 
may  be  clean  to  you,  as  they  are  to  him  who  is  clean, 

(7*Y.u  15.) 

41  But  the  greateft  of  all  woes  hangs  over  your 

heads,  ye  hypocritical  Pkarifees !  for,  under  pretence  of 

extraordinary  puty,  ye  are  wonderfully  exa£t  in  pay¬ 
ing  tithes  of  the  mod  inconfiderable  parts  of  your  in- 
creafe,  fuch  as  mint,  anife,  rue  and  cummin,  and  all 
forts  of  herbs,  which  are  of  little  value,  that  ye  may 
gain  the  admiration  of  the  people,  ingratiate  yourfelves 
with  the  prieft’s,  and  make  a  merit  of  it  with  God  1 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  ye  lhamefully  n  eg  left  the  plain* 
eft  duties  of  the  moral  law,  fuch  as  the  praftice  of  juf- 
tice  and  righteoafne£»  in  your  dealings  with  men,  and 
a  fincere  ane&ion  to  God :  Whereas  ye  ought  to  have 
attended  to  thefe  duties  in  the  firft  place,  as  of  chief 
importance  and  eternal  obligation,  though  not  to  the 

negleft  of  fach  ritual  performances  as  arc  of  divine  in- 

fUtutioiu 

43  The  heavieft  vengeance  is  coming  upon  you,  O 
ye  hypocritical  Pkarifeet !  for  ye  are  exceflively  fond  of 
appearing  in  feats  of  diftinguilhing  and  fupertor  ho* 
nonr  in  places  of  public  worihip,  where  there  ought 
to  be  the  moft  humble  fentiments  and  behaviour  as  in 
the  prefence  of  God ;  and  your  ambition  is  fo  extrava¬ 
gant,  that  ye  are  eagerly  defirous  of,  and  mightily 
pleafed  with,  the  higbeft  compliments  and  homage 
from  the  people  in  all  places  of  common  refort,  as  if 
ye  were  holier  than  others,  and  were  the  lords  of  their 
faith  and  obedience. 

44  1  like  wife  pronpunce  you  to  be  extremely  mife- 
rable,  O  ye  fertbes  and  P&arifees,  who  play  the  hypo¬ 
crite  with  God  and  man  !  For  as  the  *  graves  of  dead 
men  are  full  of  rottennefs  and  corruption  ;  but,  lying 
level  with  the  ground,  and  being  overgrown  with  grafs, 
are  not  eafily  difttnguilbed  $  and  they  that  walk  over 
rhem,  not  being  aware  of  them,  are  ceremonially  de¬ 
filed  by  touching  them,  (Numb.  xix.  16):  In  like  man* 
ner  your  outward  appearances  are  fofpecious,  that  men 

cannot  eafily  difeover  your  hypocrify  ;  but  yc  are  full 

of 


NOTE. 


*  Same  graves  or  fcpu_lchrcs  were  whited 
5r*rh  dulfc,  or  Umc,  that  people  might  know 
a.idavotd  them,  to  prevent  being  defiled  by 
tlifm,  'I  heic  arc  mentioned,  Maitbt  xxlii, 
js  full  of  all  InalhJomcnefi  within,  not- 
wtthftjnding  the  beauty  of  their  outward 
appnrano\  But  other*  wcti*  hvcignmin 
with  herbs  or  pr afs,  which  hindered  their 
being  known  to  lie  pTAVts.  TiicJc  arc  refer¬ 
red  ty  tfcrc,  to  ripd'.T.t  ilic  digger  of  ^r- 


fans  b^tng  unawares  defiled  by  them*  bmiifc 
they  could  not  be  dlftinguithcri.  And  m 
both  tbcle  confiricrations  our  Lord  might 
ijjC'ffc  of  them  iis  fir  emblems  of  the 

and  in  different  difeourfes  as  ihcfi; 

were;  for  this  was  in  the  houfe  of  a  Pharfrct 
ver*  j). ;  but  the  other  was  fomc  time  afrer^ 
in  the  I  cm  pic,  in  the  hearing  of  the  di  Co¬ 
pies  .ind  multitude,  sVfvf/iL  xs^ii,  fltc*  and 

s Ip 


«4 

the  men  tiut 

vratk  ovrf  tbtm 
arc  not  awaxe  of 
fcxitt. 

4f  Then  an- 
fwered  one  of 
(he  lawyer?,  and 
ibid  rnuo  Hml 
Mafter}  thttf  fay¬ 
ing  ,  thou  re  * 
prauchcft  ua  alfb. 

4<  And  he  bid* 
¥o  imio  you  al- 
ye  lawyer* , 
for  ye  iade  men 
with  burdens 

frievvus  to  be 
omt,  and  ye 
yonrfeWes  touch 
not  the  burdens 
with  one  of  your 
fin^cn, 
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of  all  uncleannefs  within  \  and  they  that  cortvcrfe  with 
yoo  are  infe&cd,  and  drawn  into  fin,  by  your  corrupt 
doctrines  and  mannerfl,  before  tht*  are  aware. 

45  At  thefe  words,  a  certain  do&or  of  the  law  then 
prefent  was  highly  offended ;  and,  interrupting  Ch rift's 
dlfcotirfe,  faid,  Matter,  you  not  only  have  been  reflec¬ 
ting  on  the  Pharifets  in  general,  but  now  you  make 
too  free  with  our  character  in  particular,  confide  ring 
the  eminence  of  our  fnnftion  •* 

4 6  But  (Jf)  Jefna,  who  was  no  refpe£tcr  of  per  fons, 
nor  afraid  of  the  faces  of  men,  replied.  Ye  alfo  are  ex¬ 
ceeding  guilty  before  God,  and  expofed  to  his  dread¬ 
ful  wrath,  O  ye  expounders  of  the  law!  for,  m  your 
interpretations  of  it,  ye  ftretch  fuch  things  as  may  be 
moft  burden  lb  me  to  the  people  beyond  what  God  ever 
intended,  and  ye  furthermore  add  many  feme  and  ex* 
pen  five  precepts  of  human  invention  ;  and  all  thefe  ye 
enjoin  with  the  utmoft  rigour  upon  others,  without  the 
lea  ft  abatement:  But  ye  yourfelves  live  in  the  neglect 
of  the  molt  important  things,  which  it  is  your  office  to 
teach  and  enforce  upon  them,  how  ftri£t  foever  ye  may 
be  to  fome  rituals  that  coft  you  little  charge  or  trouble 
and  may 'recommend  you  to  the  reverence  and  applaufes 
of  men. 


4T  Wo  unto 
you  j  yf  build 

(he  fcpulchrcs  of 
the  prophets,  and 
your  farhere  kill¬ 
ed  them. 


4S  Truly  ye 
kfirVitarfi  that 
ye  allow  thedeeds 

of  your  fathen  j 

for  they  Indeed 
killed  them,  And 
ye  build  their  A- 
puldvcf. 


47  Wo  unto  you,  ye  hypocritical  boaftersl  for  ye 
fliew  abundance  of  zeal  to  keep  up,  repair,  and  beau¬ 
tify,  the  fepulchres  of  the  holy  prophets  that  were  per¬ 
secuted  to  death  for  their  faithfulnefs,  and  to  garuilh 
their  tombs,  under  pretence  of  yoor  haring  all  poflible 
veneration  and  refpe&  for  their  memory ;  but  (*•)  your 
fathers  were  the  perfons.  that  fo  cruelly  dellroyed  them. 

48  And  ye  are  the  inheritors  of  their  wickedncfs, 
and  praftfcaliy  approve  of  what  they  did,  being  as  tru¬ 
ly  their  offspring  in  your  temper,  difpofition,  and  beha¬ 
viour,  as  by  natural  defeenr.  For  it  is  indeed  true  that 
they  were  the  murderers  of  the  Lord’s  prophets,  and 
that  ye  take  care  to  keep  their  tombs  in  good  repair : 
But  this  is  fo  far  from  being,  as  ye  would  have  it  thought, 
an  evidence  of  your  piety,  that  it  Is  realty  a  perpetua¬ 
ting  the  memory  of  that  malignant  fpirit  in  your  ance£> 
tors  who  put  them  to  death  j  which  reigns  with  greater 

fury,  and  will  difeover  itfclf  with  ftill  higher  aggrava¬ 
tions,  in  you  riel  vei. 

49  There- 

N  O  V  E. 


*  The  (crihcs  or  lawyer)!,  which  are  term*  therefore  they  a  (Turned  to  themftlm  an  air 
«r  the  fame  import,  were  by  their  office  in-  of  gnat  parity,  and  valued  themfclvts  up- 
rrr  pretext  of  the  law,  and  «m  eommnnly  on  the  dignity  of  their  A  at  Ions;  and  they 
judges  in  the  yevfifi  ffinhrdrim,  and  teach-  were  moflly  of  the  fcfl  of  the’fwri/rci. 
era  in  drlr  Jchjoli  and  fynago^ues  ;  and 


Cb.  a!. 

49  Therefore 
a)  lb  laid  the  wif- 

dom  of  Gedp  I 
will  ftid  th^m 

prophet*  aiul  a- 
pottles,  and  fame 
of  them  (hey  IbalL 
flay  ted  perfe  - 
cute; 


So  That  the 

blood  of  all  the 
prophets,  which 
walked  front  the 
foundation  of  the 
acrid  f  may  be 
required  of  this 
gcucriLioJi  ; 


$t  From  the 

hfood  of  Afad  , 

Aioto  the  blood  of 
'/achjrbt,  which 
perilbod  between 
the  altar  and  the 
temple  ;  verily,  I 
fay  umo  you,  It 
1UU  he  rrquired 
of  this,  genera¬ 
tion. 


'W'o  tint q 
you  lawyers ,  foe 
ye  have  taken  t- 
vty  the  key  of 

k  no wkdge  J  ye 
entered  not  in 
yoarfrlm,  and 
them  ihit  went 
entering  in  ye 
hindered. 
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49  Therefore  the  Son  of  God  f,  in  whom  are  hid 
all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge,  and  by 
whom  their  brighteft  glory  is  difplayed,  proceeded  to 
deal  ftill  more  plainly  with  them,  faying,  I  will  fend, 
atnong  you  of  this  age,  divinely  infpited  prophets,  and 
extraordinary  meflengers,  to  publifii  my  gofpel ;  and 
Tome  of  thefe  ye  will  barbaroufly  dellroy,  and  others  of 
them  yc  will  perfecote  with  reproaches,  imprifonments, 
foo urges,  and  other  cruelties. 

50  Hereby  ye  will  far  exceed  your  fathers  in  ex  ten- 
five  and  outrageous  inftanceB  of  wickednefs,  which  Gcd 
will  fufFer  you  to  commit,  in  defiance  of  greater  mer¬ 
cies  and  more  evident  means  of  conviQion  than  they 
ever  enjoyed,  that  ye  may  bring  upon  the  prefent  ge¬ 
neration  of  the  Jrws  all  the  terrible  wrath  threatened 
and  due  for  national  guilt  in  ihedding  the  blood  of  the 
ferrants  of  God  in  former  ages  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world. 

51  Even  from  the  blood  of  righteous  dbel,  which 
was  fhed  by  Cain  on  account  of  religion,  and  which 
cried  aloud  to  heaven  for  vengeance  before  the  giving 
of  the  law,  unto  the  blood  of  that  well-known  Zacha - 
riw,  under  the  law,  whom  your  predecefiors  (toned  to 
death,  for  reproving  their  idolatry,  in  the  court  be¬ 
tween  the  alter  of  burnt-offering  and  the  temple,  and 
who,  when  he  died,  faid.  The  Lord  leak  upon  it,  and  re¬ 
quire  it,  (2  Chron.  xxiv.  20, — 22.  fee  the  note  on  Matth. 
xxiti.  35.) }  I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  God,  in  his  righ- 
tons  judgment,  will  revenge  all  this  blood  upon  the  men 
of  this  generation,  for  their  (tilt  more  flagrant  iniquity 
of  the  fame  kind,  in  the  utter  definition  of  their  city, 
temple, *.  and  nation. 

52  Wo  unto  you,  in  particular,  ye  perverfe  inter¬ 
preters  of  the  law !  for,  inftcad  of  faithfully  difebarging 
the  duty  of  your  office,  ye  millead  the  people  *,  and 
will  not  fuffer  them  to  take  the  feriptures  in  aqy  other 
fenfe  than  ye  think  fit  to  irnpofe  upon  them  5  and  fo 
yt  not  only  refufe  to  enter  into  the  gofpcl-kingdom 
yourfelves,  but  Jikewife  keep  them  in  ignorance  who 
feem  inclined  to  put  in  for  its  benefits,  and  do  all  ye 

can 

MOTES. 


+  lft  at  fame  fitppofc,  Cfirift  himfclf  here 
fpoke  of  that  divine  perieftion  which  we  nil 
ihe  wtffoM  of  &vd,  it  it  difficult  U>  make  any 
tolerable  fenfe  of  this  verte,  oulcTf  the  things 
here  mentioned,  aa  laid  by  the  vlfdoro  of 
Oa\t  were  to  be  found  in  the  Old  Tcfta- 
meat,  which  I  think  is  Aleut  about  them. 
Aiti  ihrrcturc  I  tjkc  this  pKnfc  lo  lie  the 
cvangdilFs  appellation  at  Chriil,  who  is 
csprclsty  faid  to  Jpdlta  theft 


(MaUb.  xxriL  54.);  and  who  ^  repre- 
fcnteJ  under  the  chandcr  of  J Ytfthrx*  \rt 
JVs  */.  viih ;  and  is  called  ihe  vifabrn  &/  God* 
3  Cor.  i.  14* 

*  The  j&cj  of  ktnwled^  as  fome  think*  is 
an  ailuGon  to  the  cuitom  of  the  ancient 
who,  m  tht  ordination  of  1  or 

teitber  of  tha  L wt  him  a  key,  to  in¬ 

timate  that  Lie  was  to  pen  :h:  icripiiiraj  to 
the  people  v 
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can  to  binder  them  by  the  h)k  gloflcs  which  ye  give 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  by  hiding  from  them  its  plain* 

eft  references  to  the  Mdfiah. 

j  j  Whilft  our  Lord  was  thus  freely  exposing  and  re¬ 
proving  the  wickedness  and  bypocrily  of  the  feribes, 
they,  together  with  the  Pharifees,  were  enraged  at  it } 
and  therefore  prefled  him  with  many  captious  queftions, 
to  tfy  whether  they  could  not  provoke  him  to  drop  fome 
unguarded  expreflion,  which  might  one  way  or  other  be 
turned  to  his  difadvantage  s 

54  They,  at  the  fame  time,  critically  obferving  every 
thing  he  laid,  and  endeavouring  to  put  an  invidious 
conftru&ion  upon  it,  that  might  give  them  a  pfiuiible 
pretence,  either  of  prejudicing  the  people  againit  him 
as  an  enemy  to  their  law,  or  of  profecuiing  him  as  an 
enemy  to  the  Roman  government* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

’What  need  lure  we  that  Chrift  fhtmld  teach  us  to  pra j  tmto  God,  as  cur  h ea- 
venly  Father,  for  ail  temporal,  aod  efpeciaUy  fpi  ritual  biri5ng&f  with  holy  ado¬ 
ration  and  reverence,  importunity,  faith,  and  fenrour,  and  with  a  charitable 
and  forgiving  frame  of  fpirit,  that  God  in  all  things  may  be  glorified !  And 
what  encouragement  have  we  to  hope  for  a  gracious  anfWer,  when  wc  are  en¬ 
abled  in  this  manner,  and  with  an  eye  to  the  great  Mediator,  as  difeovered  in 
the  clearer  light  of  the  gofpel,  to  pour  out  our  hearts  before  the  Lord!  But 
while  fome  arc  defirous  of  Chrift’a  teaching  them  to  pray,  how  are  others  left 
to  blafpbeme,  inftead  of  receiving  him,  who  is  the  only  deftroyer  of  Satan’s 
power,  and  deliverer  of  Ms  mUfernble  captives  1  And  though  fome  arc  more  def- 
perately  wicked  than  others,  there  are  no  neuters  in  religion,  but  all  are  really 
either  friends  or  enemies  to  the  only  Saviour;  and  many,  who  feem  to  be  reform¬ 
ed,  and  freed  from  the  power  of  the  devil,  may  turn  the  vileft  apoftates,  and  be 
more  than  ever  fubje&  to  his  tyranny  over  them.  But  O  happy  foul*;  that  be¬ 
lieve  and  obfera  the  word  of  God!  They  are  dearer  to  our  Lord  than  his  near- 
eft  kindred  according  to  the  fie(h ;  whilft  others,  wliofe  unbelief  will  not  fubmrt 
to  the  ckare ft  evidence,  fall  under  bis  feverc  rebukes :  Even  heathen  natrons 
will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  them*  What  a  mtferable  cafe  is  it  to  be  Minded 
with  Gnful  prejudices  in  the  mtdft  of  gofpeUlight !  But  their  folly  and  wiefced- 
tvefs  is  moft  aggravated  of  all  others  who  pervert  and  abuie  the  means  of  grace, 
under  the  power  of  afuperftitioas,  hypocritical,  and  persecuting  temper:  They 
prefer  external  forms  and  ceremonies  to  the  fubftanml  duties  of  love  and  obe¬ 
dience;  they  take  up  with  fair  fliewsuf  religion,  whilft  all, manner  of  impurities 
are  indulged  and  retgu  within;  and  they  are  inveterate  enemies  to  CEirift,  bin 
golbcl,  and  his  followers,  while  they  pretend  to  condemn  others  of  a  like  tem¬ 
per  in  former  ages*  But  God  will  take  the  heavieft  vengeance  upon  them,  if 
not  in  this  world,  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  and  national  tins  mult  ifl'ue  In  na¬ 
tional  reformation,  or  national  ruin*  BJrifcd  be  GodT  tor  the  free  Life  of  the 
leriptures :  May  none  of  us  incur  the  wo  of  taking  them  out  of  the  Hands  of 
the  common  people,  or  of  impofing  our  own  feme  of  them  upon  tlieircou- 
ftiences !  Ana  may  none  of  us  be  ever  fo  impatient  of  reproof,  ay  to  hive  heart - 
rifings  againft  Chrift  ami  his  word  fur  cosdcoiaiii£  our  fan  Its*  iuftcad  of  taking 
conviction  of  them  ! 
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r 3  And,  as  he 

laid  thefe  thingi 
unto  them,  the 
fcribcc  and  the 
VbariJcn  b*gxn 

TO  urge  him  W- 

heoitmly  ,  and 
to  provnke  him 
to  fpcik  of  many 
thing*. 

14  Laying  wait 
for  him,  and 
faking  to  catch 
iomethtng  out  of 
hu  mouln  ,  that 
they  might  ac- 
cuSc  Mol. 


Cb.  xiu 


The  EvangcB/l  LuiE  paraphfafed* 


i*7 


CHAP. 


xn. 


I 


Ckrift  caul  ions  his  difciplcs  againjl  hypotrijy  and  cowardice  in  their  pro“ 
ftjfion  and  preaching^  I  1 1,  >  and  again f  cffvttohjncfs,  13, — 21. 
Directs  them  to  cafi  dll  their  care  upon  Godl  and  to  make  religion 
their  chief  hujinefs ,  22. — 34.  Shews  them  the  mcejfity  of  watch- 
fulnefii  35, — 48.  Bids  them  expeSt  pcrfccvtim%  49, — ■53.  And 

warns  the  people  of  the  danger  of  negleHis  and  delays,  54, — 5^;. 

H 

Paraphrase. 

TTTHILST  our  Lord  was  difeourfing  with  ths  ferihej 
*  *  and  Pbarifeeiy  a  Taft  multitude  of  the  people 
crowded  about  him,  and  were  ready  to  trample  one 
another  under  foot  in  prefling  forward  to  get  near 
enough  to  hear  him ;  Then,  in  the  audience  of  all  the 
people,  he  turned  his  difeeurfe  particularly  to  his  dif¬ 
ciplcs,  laying,  Take  heed,  above  all  things  elfe, 

of  hypocrify,  which  is  the  reigning  (in  of  the  Pharifeesy 
and,  like  leaven,  puds  them  up,  fours  and  corrupts  their 
fpirits,  fp reads  its  infie&ion  through  all  their  profeflioas, 
words  and  a£tfons,  and  utterly  fpoils  their  fpecious  pre¬ 
tences  to  religion.  Be  not  ye  like  them  : 

2  For  how  dole  and  artful  foever  your  bypocrify  may 
he,  it  cannot  be  lb  fee  ret,  but  that,  as  it  is  always 
known  to  God,  it  (hall  one  day  be  manifefted  to  others  j 

nor  can  it  be  fo  difguifed,  but  that,  fooner  or  latter,  it 

Lhail  be  expofed  in  its  true  light  to  public  view,  fame- 
times  to  the  confounding  of  its  own  defign  even  iu  this 
world,  and  certainly  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

3  Your  molt  concealed  tranfa&ion9  therefore  with 
one  another  (hall  hereafter  be  made  marii fed ;  and  whac 
private  inftruftions  foever  I  have  communicated  to  you, 
and  ye  have  hitherto  talked  over  only  among  yourfelves, 
like  perfons  wbifpering  in  the  dark  or  in  a  clofet,  ye 
{hall  publith  them  in  the  plained  manner  wherever  yc 

go,  that  they  may  he  fee  a  like  the  light  at  noon-day, 
and  may  be  heard  like  a  proclamation  from  the  hattle- 
ments  of  an  houfe,  by  all  about  you  *  ;  Remember  that 
it  (halt  appear  at  la  ft  whether  ye  have  been  lincere  and 
faithful  in  all  thefe  things  or  not. 

4  And  let  me  caution  you,  my  difciplcs,  whom  I 
efteem  and  am  concerned  for  as  my  dearelt  friends,  not 
to  be  difeouraged  in,  or  turned  slide  from,  the  way  of 

vour 

T  E. 

)ci,  as  it  is  here  htroght  in  by  v&y  of  emo¬ 
tion  againft  bypocrify,  I  hate  idfe  had  4  re¬ 
gard  the  difroverv  of  t’vCrct  lltulkfliui)* 
:u  d  ;y  of  judgoKui* 


Tic  xt* 

K  the  mean 
lime  j  when 
lilt rt  were  r- 
thrred 

an  iitnumcr^blc 
rv.u  Lit  rude  of  peo¬ 
ple  ,  infijinuch 
tlxy  trwfc 

011c  upon 
tfcdr,  he  bigiiu  tu 
fby  unut  hi*  Jif- 
Kill  of  all , 
Beware  ye  of  the 
j raven  uf  the 
rharifeest'  which 
i s  hypocriiy. 

t  Fur  there  is 
nothing  covered 
that  ihJI  nui  be 
revealed ;  neither 
that  (hullnot 
be  known. 


3  Therefore , 
wh  it  foever  yc 
have  fpoken  in 
diirkncTsi,  Dull  be 
heard  in  the 
light :  and  tlu 
which  ye  have 
fpoken  in  -the 
car  in  cloJetS  t 
(halt  be  proclaim¬ 
ed  upon  the 
houfe- tops. 


4  And  I  fiy 
unto  you,  my 
friend^  fie  not 

afraid 


It  ftctns. 


N  o 
tins  with  Malib. 
x,  [fee  the  note  there)  and  Mark 

h,  ii,  ut,  that  our  Lord  {poke  it  vrich  reL- 
livaio  his  di-vi^ks  publishing  tjregolpel;  und 


i*C 

afraid  of  tlitm 
that  kill  the  bo¬ 
dy  *  and  after 
that  have  uo 
more  that  they 
can  do. 


5  But  1  will 
forewarn  you 
whom  you  dull 
fear :  Fur  him 
which t  after  he 
bith  killed,  hath 
power  to  caft  in¬ 
to  hell;  yea,  1 

lay  unto  you  t 
Fear  him. 


6  Are  not  fire 
fparrowt  fold  for 

two  farthing* , 
and  not  one  of 
them  la  forgotten 
hefort  God  r 


7  Bdimnthc 
very  hain  of  your 
head  are  »H  num¬ 
bered*  Fear  not 
therefore;  years 
of  more  value 

than  many  spar¬ 
rows. 


8  Alfo  I  fay 

Unto  you,  Who- 
foever  Hull  con* 
feft  me  before 
men,  him  fliall 
the  Son  of  man 

alio  confcfs  be¬ 
fore  the  angels  of 
Ood. 
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your  duty,  by  fears  of  provoking  the  Phari/ees  or  any 
man  whatsoever :  For  the  utmoft  that  their  malice  and 
power  can  do  againd  you,  is  only  to  deftroy  the  life  of 
the  body,  which  would  quickly  die  of  itfelf ;  they  after 
all  can  neither  deprive  the  foul  of  its  life  and  happinefa, 
nor  hinder  the  body's  riling  again  to  eternal  life. 

5  But  I  will  tell  you,  whom  ye  ought  to  regard  as 
the  objeft  of  religious  fear,  and  to  be  afraid  of  offend¬ 
ing  by  the  omiffion  of  any  duty  or  eommiflion  of  any 
fin  ;  and  that  is  the  great  God,  who  is  able  to  kill  the 
body  whenever  be  pleafes,  and  afterwards  to  make  both 
foul  and  body  for  ever  miserable  in  the  torments  of  hell ; 
but,  without  whofe  permiifion,  the  word  of  your  ene¬ 
mies  can  do  you  no  harm  :  It  is,  I  fay,  your  highed 
wifdom  and  mtcreft,  as  well  as  duty,  to  be  governed 
by  a  holy  fear  of  him. 

6  Are  not  fparrows  of  fo  little  worth,  that  five  of 
them  are  ufually  fold  for  two  farthings  ?  and  yet  the 
all-governing  providence  of  God  fo  carefully  watches 
even  over  them,  that  not  one  of  them  dies  or  is  killed 
without  his  cognizance  and  leave.  {Mattb.  x*  29.  fee 
the  note  there. ) 

7  But  there  is  Hill  a  more  fpedal  care  of  providence 
cxcrcifcd  about  you,  infbmuch  that  all  yoor  minuted 
concerns,  even  to  the  hairs  of  your  head,  are  under 
God's  exa£k  infpe&ion  and  djfpoui  \  none  of  them  can 
fuffer  injury,  much  lets  can  your  lives  be  dedroyed  or 
hurt,  without  his  knowledge  and  will.  Be  not  there¬ 
fore  afraid  of  what  man  can  do  unto  you :  For  yc  as 
men,  and  efpecially  as  God’s  fervants  and  children,  are 
in  the  rank  of  creatures,  and  in  bis  account  of  much 
greater  value  than  ever  lb  many  fparrows  ;  and  he  who 
does  forget  them,  ye  may  be  fure,  will  never  be  on- 
mindful  of  you. 

8  And,  for  your  further  encouragement  and  caution, 
I  aflure  you,  that,  whether  God  thall  fee  fit  to  pro- 
tc£t  you  from  the  fury  oi  your  enemies  in  this  world  or 
not,  your  being  courageous  and  faithful,  or  timorous 
and  men-ptealing,  in  your  profefiion  and  preaching, 
will  be  of  the  graced  confequence  in  the  world  to  come : 
For  whoever  fliall  boldly  own  and  profefs  his  faith  in 
me  here,  and  fhall  (land  up  for  my  honour,  truths,  and 
ways,  in  the  face  of  all  oppoGtion,  reproach,  and  per¬ 
fection  from  men ;  1,  the  Media h,  will  hereafter  pub¬ 
licly  own  and  honour  him  as  one  of  my  difciples,  ami 
pals  a  fentence  of  eternal  blcffcdnefs  upon  him,  in  the 
pretence  of  m v  Father,  (Mattb-  x.  32-)  and  his  holy  ao- 


Ch.  xij* 

6  tiut  he  that 

Aeniciti  before 
*nent  ftialt  lx  de¬ 
nied  before  the 
»£tls  of  God. 


to  And  who 

fi  sever*  [hi  11  ipe  A 
a  wpnl  ag -drift 
Hie  So  a  of  man, 
U  (hall  be  fur* 
j;ivcn  him  :  but 
Hftto  him  that 
b^fphemeth  a  - 
jjmift  Hie  fluly 

Clhoft ,  it  It) ill 
not  be  forgheu. 


i  x  Aod  whea 

they  bring  you 

u  nto  the  fyna  * 

gogucs,  and  ante 
magif  tracer,  and 
powrrs,  take  ye 
no  thought  how 
or  what  cltlftg  ye 
ihall  *nfi*er#  or 
what  yc  Hull  fay ; 


it  For  the  ho* 
ly  Oho  ft  Ihall 
teach  you  in  the 
fume  hour  whai 
ye  ought  to  £iy. 


13  Aa^oneoF 
the  company  Aid 

onto 

VoL.  II* 
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9  But  whoever,  through  fear  or  fhame,  in  days  of 
terror  and  calumny,  for  my  fake,  {hall  refute  an  honou¬ 
rable  teftimony  to  me,  and  fhall  decline  or  caft  off  an 
open  profeffion  of  my  name,  to  the  gratification  of  mine 
enemies  and  difheartening  of  my  friends,  in  this  1:7c  ; 
he  flial!  certainly  be  difowned  by  me,  and  expofrd  to 
public  fhame,  before  God  ( flfattb.  x,  33.)  and  angels, 
as  one  whom  I  never  approved  of,  and  fhall  be  con¬ 
demned  to  eternal  tnitety  and  confufjon  in  the  day  of 
judgment. 

10  And  while  ye  make  a  due  profeflion  and  declara¬ 
tion  of  my  gofpel  to  others.  If  any  among  them,  in  my 
prefent  (late  of  humiliation,  {hail  fpeak  lightly  of  r.ie, 
and  even  riifputc  againft  my  being  the  Cbrilt  of  God, 
through  their  own  ignorance  and  prejudices,  occafioned 
by  the  meanneft  of  my  appearance,  and  the  great  nefsr 
of  my  fufteiings,  contrary  to  their  cxpc&atious  about 
the  Mefliah  ;  they  may  obtain  repentance  and  re  million 
ofthefe  fins,  through  the  Spirit's  influence,  and  mv  me¬ 
diation  :  But  whoever,  after  my  refurretbion -from  the 
dead,  afeen fieri  to  beaver,  and  pouring  down  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  (ball  fpeak  miditioiifly  againft  him  in  hi*  extra¬ 
ordinary  gifts  and  operations  for  the  confirmation  of  my 
chara£teT,  imputing  them  to  the  agency  of  ihc  devil, 
as  fome  of  the  Pharifces  do  the  miraculous  works  which 
I  now  perform  ,  the  guilt  of  their  fin  will  bo  fo  great, 
and  fo  directly  again  ft  the  laft  and  only  mean;  <7  ccu- 
vi&ion  and  fidvation,  that  no  repentance  or  forgivenete 
of  it  (hail  ever  be  granted. 

!  t  But  (■**)  whatever  he  the  event  fo  others,  ant!  how 
much  foever  any  may  be  enraged  again  It  you  for  the 
teftimony  ye  bear  to  me,  even  though  they  (Loutd  car¬ 
ry  you  to  Ccclcfiaftic.il  courts  of  judicature,  held  in  the 
fynagogues,  to  be  tried,  judged,  and  condemned  by 
the  JnuiJb  rulers,  or  fhould  bring  you  before  ^...gi¬ 
ft  rates  and  governors  among  the  Gent  He /,  to  anfwcr 
for  the  dnftrine  which  ye  profefs  and  preach  ;  yet  fear 
none  of  their  faces,  nor  be  over-folicitous,  much  kfo 
anxioufly  and  diftruftfully  careful,  nh/uit  what  defence 
ye  fliali  make  for  yourfeives  and  fur  the  truth. 

12  For,  as  the  caute  is  mine  more  than  yours,  I 
will  (land  by  you  $  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  fliail  be  at  that 
inftant  a  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  courage  m  you,  that  ye 
may  know  what  to  anfwer,  and  how  to  behave,  as  may 
be  meft  for  my  glory  and  irttereft  'in  the  world,  ami 
moft  becoming  yourtelm  as  my  tervams. 

13  Whilft  our  Lord  was  difeourfmg  in  this  manner 
to  his  diteiples,  one  ofthe  ftanders-by,  a  woridly-mind- 

I  j  ed 
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unto  him,  Mi- 
Ifcr,  {peak  to  my 
brutiici,  that  he 
divide  the  inhe¬ 
ritance  *ith  mci 
■ 

>4  And  ht  (aid 
cn!o  him,  Mzn, 
who  mute  me  a 
judge,  <;r  *  divid¬ 
er  uw  you  ? 


i  y  A  fid  be  (aid 
uuto  them.  Take 
heed ,  and  be  - 
ware  of  covet  - 

ouJiitfs  :  for  a 
man'*  Ufa  con  (S  ft  - 
tth  wit  in  the  a- 
bun  dance  of  the 
thiriej:  u-Jtiefa  he 
pode&tb* 


id  And  he 
jpakt  a  parable 
Unto  them,  fay¬ 
ing,  The  ground 

of  a  certain  rich 
man  brtrtijjht 
forth  plentifully. 

17  And  he 
thought  within 
himJetf,  faying, 
What  (hall  I  do, 
became  I  have  no 
room  where  to 
be  (low  my  fruit*? 

jfl  And  he  laid* 
•Hits  will  1  do  :  I 
will  pull  down  my 
barm,  and  build 
greater ;  and  there 

will 
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ed  man,  broke  in  upon  him,  faying,  Sir,  as  you  are  a 
pcvfon  of  an  extraordinary  character,  and  fet  up  for  the 
Mdfiah,  I  beg  that  you  would  be  fo  good  as  to  decide 
a  controveify  between  my  brother  and  me  about  an  he- 
reditary  eftate,  and  order  him  to  do  me  j  office. 

14  Due  (*f{)  Jefus  replied,  Friend,  whatfoever  your 
notions  of  the  Meffiah’s  temporal  power  may  be,  I 
make  no  pretences  to  interpofe  in  an  affair  of  this  na¬ 
ture  ;  my  bufinefs  lyes  in  fpiritual  things,  relating  to 
tbc  inheritance  of  eternal  life,  and  not  in  fccular  con¬ 
cerns  relating  to  the  inheritances  of  this  world:  And, 
were  I  to  meddle  with  them,  no  doubt  but  fome  would 
fay  to  me,  as  tbe  Egyptian  did  to  MoftS)  in  a  way  of 
refentment  and  reproach,  Who  made  thee  a  .ruler  and  a 
judge  over  us  f  (Exod.  ii.  14.) 

15  Chriff,  having  in  this  manner  waved  interefting 
himfelfin  temporal  affairs,  took  occafion  from  theuiw 
feafonable  motion  that  bad  been  made  to  him  about 
them,  to  fay  to  his  dilciples  and  the  reft  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  lie  watchful  over  your  own  hearts,  and  ftand 
upon  your  guard,  left  the  fin  of  covetoufnefs  infenfibly 
enfnare,  defile,  and  ruin  yon.  Do  not  give  way  to  a 
fondnefs  fot  the  good  things  of  this  world,  to  an  over- 
folicitude  about  them  and  eager  -purfuit  after  them,  or 
to  an  unwillingness  on  proper  occafions  to  pan  with 
them :  Fot  as  a  little  will  fuffice  for  the  neceflaries, 
eonveniencies,  and  comforts  of  the  body;  fo  the  happi- 
nds  of  the  prefent  life,  and  fatisfadlion  of  the  foul,  doe9 
not  con  (ill  in  an  affluence  of  earthly  poffeffion  S,  which 
ufually  brings  incumbrances  and  fnares  rather  than  con¬ 
tentment  and  advantage,,  and  is  rather  an  hindrance 
than  furtherance  of  a  man’s  ufing  and  leaving  this 
world  with  decency  and  exchanging  it  for  a  better. 

16  To  illuftratc  and  confirm  this,  our  blriTed  I*ord 
added  a  fuppofed  inftancc  of  a  rich  man,  who  was  far 
from  being  an  happy  one,  faying,  A  certain  man  pof- 
feiTed  and  occupied  a  very  large  eftate  in  land,  which 
yielded  fo  great  an  inereafe  of  fruits,  that  be  had  not 
ftowage  fufficteiu  to  bold  them. 

1 7  Hereupon,  inftead  of  contriving  wbat  be  fbould 
render  to  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits,  and  Jiow  he  might 
bell  improve  them  for  his  glory  and  tbe  good  of  others, 
his  mind  was  full  of  felicitous  concern  how  to  fecure 
and  difpofe  of  all  this  abundance  for  bis  own  ufe.  - 

1 8  And  at  length  the  refolurion  be  came  to  was  this  : 
I  will  even  pull  duwn  my  old  barns,  and  build  new  ones 
mote  commodious  and  capacious  than  the  prefect ;  and 

wiU 


CkiiL 

wxkl  1  btftow  all 

my  tod  mf 
floods. 

ij)  And  I  will 
£iy  to  my  fool, 
Sod,  thou  baA 
much  goods  hid 
up  for  many 
yean;  ukethiae 
taic,  m,  drink, 
tnd  be  merry* 


la  Bdt  God 
tiid  unto  him  > 
Thou  foul,  this 
night  llty  foul 
(hall  be  requirtA 
of  thee  ;  then 
vhofv  (hall  ihofe 
tldnes  he  which 

i!:on  nail  provid¬ 
ed  i 


at  56 if  he  that 

Jiyttft  up 
fure  for  Idmfrlf, 
ard  it  tux  rich 
towards  God. 


ta  Andhefald 
it  cio  his  d  Stcipl«> 

There* 
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will  pot  my  rail  inereafe  into  them,  that  T  may  keep  it 
in  ftore,  and  ufe  it  for  my  plcafure. 

19  And,  having  fo  much  treafure  heaped  together, 
he  vainly  congratulated  himfelf,  as  if  nothing  more 
were  neceflary  for  his  fafety  and  comfort,  faying,  O, 
my  foul,  thou  haft  now  enough  to  regale  thyfelf  with, 
to  the  ntmoft  of  thy  inclinations  and  appetites,  for  a 
great  many  years'to  come j  fear  no  evil,  and  fpare  no 
coft  on  any  account  whatfoever,  but  indulge  thyfelf  in 
all  the  indolence  and  pleafure,  luxury  and  merriment, 
that  heart  can  wiih  for. 

*20  But  juft  as  he  was  thus  laying  out  his  fch eme* 
without  any  thought  of  death  or  danger,  God  broke  al! 
his  meafures  in  ait  infant,  by  an  awful  fummons,  lay¬ 
ing  1  O  vain,  i  qc  on  federate  creature,  who  imagine  your- 
fclf  to  be  lord  and  foie  proprietor  of  all  this  plenty,  as 
if  you  neither  received  nor  held  it  of  me,  nor  were  ac¬ 
countable  to  me  for  it ;  and  who  are  grown  fo  fclMufli- 
cient,  as  to  fancy  that  thefe  uncertain  riches  would  fi> 
cure  long  life  ami  pleafure,  and  make  up  an  entire  fa* 
tisfa&ion  to  your  immortal  foul  it  ft  If ;  This  your  way 
is  your  folly  ;  that  foul  of  your’s  (hall  this  very  night 
be  flapped  of  all  thefe  poflemons,  and  be  required  to 
give  an  account  of  itfelf  and  them  at  my  tribunal  \  and 
futrounding  devils  will  demand  it  for  their  own,  that 
it  may  be  tormented  wirh  them  for  ever ;  And  then, 
who  will  inherit  the  treafures  which  you  with  care  and 
toil  have  feraped  together  ?  How  do  you  know  whe- 
thcr  they  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  friends  and  rela¬ 
tions,  or  of  ftrangers  and  enemies,  of  wife  men  or 
fools,  of  niggards  or  fpendth  rifts  f  hut  whoever  may 
be  the  pofleflbr,  they  will  be  no  longer  your’s  \  you 
can  carry  none  of  them  away  with  you  y  and  they  wilt 
be  fo  far  from  profiting  in  the  day  of  wrath,  that  they 
will  rife  up  in  judgment  againft  you  for  your  abufes  of 
them* 

ti  Such  a  fool  as  this  is  every  earthly-minded  cove¬ 
tous  man,  who  fets  bis  heart  upon,  and  feeka  after,  the 
riches  of  this  world,  as  if  his  chief  hnppiuefs  lay  in 
affluent  circumftances,  and  in  making  provifion  for  the 
flefli,  to  fulfil  fhe  lulls  thereof ;  and  who  is  nut  rich  in 
faith,  hope,  and  bolinefs,  nor  is  fcrioufly  concerned 
about  a  fture  in  the  treafures  that  are  incorruptible,  un¬ 
defined,  and  never  fade  aw<;y,  and  from  which  he  him¬ 
felf  Ihall  never  die* 

22  But  (Ji)  as  Chrift’s  clifciples,  being  generally  poor, 
might  be  apt  to  think  that  they  had  little  or  no  concern 
in  wbat  he  had  faiJ  about  the  rich,  lie  proceeded  more 

I  2  particularly 


1 31 

Therefore  I  ft? 

onto  you*  Tike 

t\o  thought  for 
you1  life,  what 
)cU  cit;  (wi¬ 
ther  for  the  body, 
vfut  ye  (halt  pot 
iju- 


**  The  life  is 
shore  then  meat, 
and  the  body  it 
wore  than  rai  - 
medu 


%  4  Gonfi4cr 

the  ravena ;  for 
they  anther  foiy 
nor  Trap ;  whith 

neitlwT  have 
fiore- hoiifc  nor 
bint ;  end  God 
feedeth  them , 
llow  much  mote 
ere  yc  better  than 
tbe  fowls  J 


15  And  which 

bf  yoitj  with  uk- 
inv  thoughf,  can 
bid  to  hi?  tiaiure 

one  cubit  ? 


1 6  If  Ire  then 
be  not  able  to  do 
lhat  thing  which 
is  why  uke 
yc  thought  for 
the  reft  t 


%  7  Gonfticr 

the 


*  k 
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particularly  to  warn  them  againft  fuch  folichude  of 
mind  about  the  neeejfarus  of  life,  as  their  low  and  ex¬ 
pired  circum dunces  were  the  greateft  temptations  to, 
faying,  Take  heed  of  being  ansioufly  careful,  and  dif- 
quietiug  vourfelves  with  unbelieving  fears,  even  about 
thofe  enjoyments  of  this  world  that  are  requifite  to  the 
fupport  and  the  ordinary  comfort  of  yonr  lives,  fuch  as 
food  and  raiment,  and  accommodations  of  that  kind; 
but  depend  on  the  providence  of  God,  in  the  way  of 
your  duty,  for  fuch  things  as  may  be  needful  and  con¬ 
venient  for  you* 

23  For  as  the  human  life  and  body  are  more  valuable 
than  food  and  clothes,  which  are  only  the  meant  of  their 
fudenance  and  comfort;  fo  God  having  already  brought 
you  ioto  heing  without  your  own  concern  about  it  or 
contribution  toward  it,  he  will  much  more  give  you  a 
fufficiency  for  continued  fubfiftence,  without  your  per¬ 
plexing  though'rfulnefs  about  ir,  as  long  as  be  de- 
figns  you  to  live,  or  has  any  work  fot  you  to  do  in  the 
body. 

24  As  to  faod%  obferve  what  care  God  in  his  providence 
takes  of  the  fools  of  the  air,  even  of  tbe  moll  hungry 
and  voracious  among  them,  fuch  as  tbe  ravens  ;  he  con- 
dandy  fupplies  them  with  the  provilions  of  the  day, 
though  they  can  do  nothing  to  prepare  it,  nor  have  fore¬ 
fight  enough  to  lay  up  for  time  to  come;  And  are  not 
ye  a  much  more  noble  part  of  God’s  creation  as  men, 
and  much  dearer  to  him  as  bis  children  i  finely  then, 
be,  who  feeds  and  takes  care  of  ravens,  will  not  ftarve 
arid  neglcfl:  you. 

25  And  your  carktng  thoughts  About  thefe  things  are 

as  fooliih,  as  they  are  ucediefs.  To  convince  you  of 
this,  confider,  that  ye  infallibly  grew  up  to  that  deter¬ 
minate  ftature  and  age  (»*«»*)  0f  the  body  which  God 
has  appointed  to  you  r effectively ;  And  who  among 
you  can  by  any  contrivance,  an,  or  management, 
make  it  one  degree  taller,  or  ftretch  out  its  Life  one 
moment  longer,  than  God  pleads?  It,  after  all,  mud 
be  jud  as  he  fees  lit  to  order  it,  * 

26  If  therefore  it  is  impoffibie,  by  your  utmofl  anxi¬ 
ety,  to  do  fo  trivial  a  thing  as  adding  ever  fo  little  to 
that  ftature  of  the  body,  or  that  time  of  its  life,  which 
God  has  fet  for  it ;  llovv  much  lefs  can  ye  do  all  things 
that  are  ncccflary  for  the  fupport  of  its  whole  frame, 
and  lengthening  out  its  age  to  any  number  of  years  f 
Why  then  Ihould  ye  diftrefa  your  lei  ves  about  them  ? 

27  And  as  to  raiment,  there  is  as  little  reafon  to  be 
ovcr-folicitous  about  this :  For  do  but  obfave  how  the 

flowers 


Cft  xii. 

the  lili«  how 
they  grow*  Ibtf 
loll  boi,  they  fpin 
not;  and  yet  I 
fay  unto  you  t 
that  Solomon*  in 
all  hi*  glory,  wi$ 
not  arrayed  Hke 
one  of  theft. 

*8  If  then  God 
ft  clothe  the 
£t  aft,  vWh  U  to¬ 
day  la  the  field, 
and  tomorrow  i( 
cad  into  tbc  0- 
ven ;  bow  much 
more  vii'i  he 
tktfa  you,  0  ye 
of  Hide  faith  ► 


19  And  lede 
not  ye  what  yt 
Jhdl  cat,  or  wlut 
vc  fbali  drink  _ 

j  p 

neither  be  ye  of 

doubtful  mind. 


30  ForaUthde 

things  do  the 
nations  of  the 
u-orbi  feck  after ; 
and  your  Fattier 
knoweth  that  ve 

V 

have  need  of 
theft  things. 


It  Hat  rather 

feck  ye  the  king- 
fk>iti  of  Otnl,  and 
all  rhefi'  things 
ftnlt  be  added 
un.o  you. 


3*  Fear  not , 

little  flock,  for  it 

■ 

is 
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flowers  of  the  field,  and  particularly  the  lilies  or  tulips* 
are  arrayed,  without  their  own  weaving,  or  (pinning, 
or  taking  any  pains  to  provide  for  them  Tel  ves  And  yet 
I  tell  you,  that  God  in  his  providence  adorns  then 
with  a  beautiful  clothing,  of  various  colours,  vaftly  fu- 
pertor  in  their  paint  to  the  richeft  robes  of  Solomon  and 
his  courtiers  when  on  high  days  be  appeared  in  all  his 
fplendor. 

28  If  then  God  puts  fuch  cxquifitely  fine  and  cu- 
rious  ornaments  on  thefe  fliort-Iived  flowers  of  the  graft, 
which  one  day  flourifh  in  the  field,  and  the  next  either 
fade  of  themfclves,  or  are  mowed  down  and  confirmed 
in  heating  an  oven}  Can  ve  fuppofe  that  he  will  not 
much  more  give  you  at  lead  nee  diary  apparel,  till  ye 
be  cut  down  by  death,  and  your  bodies  be  confutned  in 
the  grave?  Surely  your  faith  is  low  indeed,  if  ye  dif- 
trull  the  cate  of  Providence  .to  clothe  you. 

39  Be  not  therefore  pcrplexingly  thoughtful  about, 
and  eager  in  your  purfuits  after,  the  things  of  the  pre- 
fent  life,  fuch  as  meat,  drink,  and  raiment,  whether 
ye  (hall  be  provided  with  them,  or  whether  they  fliall 
be  of  the  more  ordinary  or  of  the  more  delicate  pr 
fumptuous  kind  j  nor  giye  way  to  a  diltrafling,  un- 
fe tiled,  fluctuating,  and  djftruftful  temper  about  them, 
(m»  j  as  if  God  would  pot  fupply  you  wiiK 

fuch  things  as  are  proper  for  you, 

30  Such  a  temper  as  this  is  very  unbecoming  you, 
my  difciples :  For  this  is  to  hehave  juft  like  the  hea- 
then,  who  are  ignorant  of  God  and  his  providence, 
and  lire  without  hope  of  a  hlcfled  life  to  come ;  anti 
who,  for  want  of  knowing  better,  are  carkicg  and 
caring  about  the  concerns  of  this  world,  as  if  their 
happinefs  lay  in  them,  and  nothing  more  than  their 
own  induftry  were  requifite  to  fecurc  them*  But  (*•) 
as  all  things  are  under  the  management  of  your  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  and  he  knows  that  fomc  of  them  are  necef- 
fary  to  your  fubfiftence  and  comfort,  ye  may  well  cruft 
in  him  for  feafonahie  fupplies. 

31  But  let  your  principal  care,  dcfircs,  and  purfuits, 
be  after  the  more  important,  fpiritual,  and  eternal  blrf- 
fings  that  belong  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  j 
feck  thefe,  rather  than  even  tbe  neceilaries  of  the  pre- 
fent  life ;  feck  them  fir  ft  and  principally,  before  and 
above  all  things  elfe ;  and  if  ye  are  but  partakers  of 
thefe,  ye  may  be  fure  that  he  who  has  given  the  great¬ 
er,  will  not  wtth-hold  the  lefs,  but  will  add  all  fuch 
temporal  things  as  he  knows  are  fitted  for  you. 

31  Fear  do  want  of  any  good  thing,  O  ye  my  dear 

property 


*34 

as  your  Father's 
good  pleafure  to 
give you  ticking* 

Jom. 


33  Sell  that  ye 

have  t  and  give 
alms  ;  provide 
your  ft  Ives  b'igs 
T*hk'h  wax  xutf 
old  ,  a  tr£::i  - 
ft  ire  in  the  hei- 

vens  Uut 
not*  where  no 
thief  approjeh- 
«h*  neither  rrn>th 
cajrupttth. 


54  Tor  where 
your  trrajurc  is* 
there  wiil  your 
heuc  be  alfo* 


35  Let  your 
be  girded  a- 
bout,  atnd  jjfir 
lights  burning ; 

3  <5  And  ye 
yotirirlves  like 
unto  men  that' 
wtii  for  their 
Lord*  when  he 
will  return  from 
the  w milling  * 
when  hp 
Cornel  h  and 
Juockcth  t  they 

m  ay 
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property  and  charge*  who,  compared  with  the  mime* 
rous  herds  of  the  wicked,  arc  like  a  fmall  flock  of  fheep 
and  lambs:  For  your  heavenly  Father,  by  a  fovereign, 
gracious  ail  of  his  mere  good  plcafurc,  has  appointed 
and  provided  for  you,  has  given  you  a  right  and  title 
to,  and  will  bring  you  to  the  poflefnon  of,  ail  the  riches, 
honours,  and  delights  of  the  kingdom  of  glory ;  bow 
much  more  will  be  give  you  all  the  nece (fanes  of  this 
life  ? 

33  Indead  therefore  of  following  the  cbace  of  this 
world,  or  being  anxioufly  thoughtful  about  food  and 
raiment;  be  ready  to  pan  with  even  what  ye  have, 
when  God  in  his  providence  calls  you  to  re  fig  n  it  for 
his  glory  and  the  relief  of  the  poor:  And  let  your 
principal  concern  be  about  the  heavenly  inheri¬ 
tance,  that  all  things  here  may  be  managed  in  a  due 
fubferrience  to  this  ;  which  is  like  a  t  re  a  Cure  put  into 
bags  that  will  never  rot  or  decay  ;  nor  will  it  ever  wade, 
or  be  fpem,  or  ftolen  from  you  by  fraud  or  violence  ; 
nor  be  moth  eaten,  like  garments  for  the  body;  but 
will  endure  incorruptibly,  and  make  you  happy  with¬ 
out  abatement  or  end* 

34  For  whatfoever  ye  efteera  as  your  chief  treafure* 
will  command  and  govern  your  hearts  and  affeiUons, 
d? fires  and  hopes,  cates  and  fears,  whether  it  be  any 
thing  in  this  world,  or  the  glory  and  bleflednefs  of  that 
which  is  to  come* 

35,  3  6  And  as  the  bed  of  treafures  arc  to  be  enjoyed 
or  loft  when  your  Lord  (hall  come  to  judgment,  the 
time  of  which  is  unknown  and  uncertain  ;  be  ye  like 
fervants  that  are  continually  waiting  *  with  their  loins 
girt,  and  lights  burning,  in  all  readme!*  to  receive  their 
m after,  at  the  firft  notice  of  his  returning  home  from 
a  wedding.  See  that  ye  live  inadaHyexercileof  grace* 
and  performance  of  duty  :  Labour  to  keep  your  eviden¬ 
ces  clear  for  heaven,  and  to  fp  re  ad  the  knowledge  of 
fpiutual  things  ^1]  around  you,  that  ye  may  be  contimr* 
ally  prepared  in  your  frame  and  employment,  as  well 
as  m  your  date,  and  may  be  waiting  with  expectation 
and  hope  for  your  I^ot6}  whenever  he  Hull  appear  in 
his  glory  to  take  up  the  church  to  heaven,  which  be  has 
cfpoufcd  tp  bimfelf  by  ihe  mmittry  of  tbe  gofpel  on 
earth  :  And  be  always  circumfpe£t,  that,  as  foon  as  ever 
the  alarm  {hall  be  given  of  his  being  juft  at  band,  ye 

T  E, 

to  be  attended  to  ;r  as  »Hb  to  the  lights  that 
femurs  vert  wont  to  carry-  at  weddings, 
which  were  ufoaliy  iu  the  night. 


N  O 

*  Here  U  a  manifeft  allaflon  to  the  lonj; 
garments  that  ufed  to  he  worn  by  the  eaftcr- 
Tf  nations  down  to  their  feet,  and  to  be 
girded  about  the  loim  when  any  Service  «u 


a.xTu 

a  ay  open  onto 

him  immediate- 

ly- 

37  BldTed  dff 
rhoi;  (cmnt& 
vbon  the  Lnrdf 
when  he  comcth, 
Hull  find  watch¬ 
ing  ;  verily,  1  Cl y 
imtu  yon,  tl)«t 
hefhaUgirdhim- 

fdf,  ami  make 
them  to  Pt  down 

to  meat',  and  will 
come  forth  nod 
fern  them, 

38  And  if  he 
fhaU  come  in  die 
feranct  watch,  or 
come  in  the  third 
watch,  and  Had 
tkftu  fo,  lrftlloi 
arc  thoft  fer- 
vaotv 

39  And  tin* 
know,  that  if  the 
good  man  of  the 

hnufc  had  known 

what  hour  the 
ihicfurooldoomr, 
lit  would  have 
wiTched,  and  not 

fc-vc  fudged  hi* 
Jiuufe  to  he  bro¬ 
ken  through. 

40  Beyetber;' 

fore  ready  alfo ; 
for  the  Sou  of 
man  comet*  zt 
an  hour  when  ye 
think  not. 


41  Then  Peter 
feid  unto  him, 
Lard  *  fpenkeft 
thou  this  parable 
unto  us,  or  even 
to  all  ? 

41  And  the 
Lord  Jaid,  Who 

tLea 
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may  be  in  no  furprife  j  but  may  be  ready  to  bid  him 
welcome*  and  to  enter  with  him  into  his  joy* 

37  Thofe  faithful  fervants  are  happy  beyond  txpref* 
lion*  whom  their  Lord*  at  his  fecond  appearing*  (hall 
find  to  be  thus  diligently  waiting  in  expe&ation  of  it : 
I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  he  will  ftiew  the  greateft  con* 
defeenfionto  them4,  and  put  the  higheft  marks  of 
honour  upon  them*  in  admitting  them  to  his  glory* 
and  entertaining  them  with  all  the  delights  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  world* 

38  And,  whether  he  (hall  appear  fooner  or  later*  at 
the  beginning  of  their  cvpc£Ution,  or  after  they  have 
long  waited  for  him*  Every  one  who  {hall  be  found  rea¬ 
dy  m  this  manner  to  receive  him*  Hull  be  truly  and  for 
ever  blefled  with  him* 

39  Am!  as  the  coming  of  your  Lord  will*  for  its  fur- 
prtfing  fuddennefs,  and  fad  coufequences  to  tbc  un¬ 
watchful  and  unprepared*  be  like  that  of  a  thief  in  the 
night*  obfesrve  what  I  fay  in  the  following  parable  :  If 
any  houfe-keeper  certainly  knew  before-hand  the  cxnft 
time  when  thieves  would  attempt  his  dwelling,  he  could 
not  be  fo  fttipid  and  car  clefs  as  not  to  be  on  his  watch 
juft  then  to  prevent  them  ;  But  every  wife  and  prudent 
man  will  do  more  than  this  ;  he  will  rake  care  that  his 
houfe  be  always  in  a  ftate  of  good  fecurity,  left  it  fliould 
be  aflaulted  at  unawares* 

40  In  like  manner  therefore,  fee  that  ye  defer  not 
your  preparation  for  the  coming  of  your  Lord  to  judg¬ 
ment,  till  the  furprifing  hour  overtakes  you  ;  bur  that 
ye  he  always  in  fuch  a  ftate,  and  frame,  and  courfc  of 
life,  as  ye  would  wtlb  to  be  found  in,  whenever  it  may 
be  ;  for  the  MeQiah  will  certainly  and  fud daily  appear* 
to  your  confuGon,  or  joy,  at  a  time  when  ye  may  leaft 


of  all  expect  it. 

41  Then  Peter  bid  to  jefus,  Lord,  is  this  awakening 
parable  fpohen  to  US  only,  who  arc  thy  lervanrs  in  the 
work  of  the  miniftry  \  or  doll  thou  intend  that  it  (hauld 
be  applied  in  common  to  all  that  hear  it? 

42  Our  Saviour  replied,  Tho*  all  in  general  are  con¬ 
cerned  in  it*  I  fpoke  it  more  diiuclly  to  you  :  Tor  who, 

think 


NOT  E* 

v  We  are  not  to  ftippofe  that  this  is  to  morsg  the  ancients*  and  piriieubriy  among 
be  nodcritood  literally,  as  if  tmr  Lord,  at  rhe  Kuuans  at  thdr  Salurrwfor,  «r  frails  dc- 
his  fecond  glorion&appMriog,  will  put  him-  diuted  tn  Safari  ;  where  for wms  had  rhe 
Jelf  into  Curb  an  abject  farm,  and  minUtet  tuncur  of  fstc=rtg  at  table,  and  their  mailers 
to  his  faints  in  freh  an  humble  manner,  as  waited  upon  them  fo  ferve  them ;  as  it  U 
he  dul  when  he  girded  himicif  and  walued  cuftonia*y  amon«  fomc  of  mir  nation,  1.1 
his  dimples’  feet  on  c*nh.  But  theft  fit-  the  prefrut  tor  the  bridegroom  to  wait 
are  to  be  taken  ia  a  /i^Lir^ifc  f*.nfc,  at  u!)Lj,  like  *  tivvJw;,  oil  iiii  uC(ldinjj4^t 
alluding  to  tlio  at  JotiiC  fails  i* 
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•lien  it  tVot  faith- 
In!  Mid  wiii*  flirtt'- 

witl,  whQjn  f*is 
loicl  ftutl  make 
ruler  over  his 

Jirmihulri,  to  pv« 
item  t&ir  p«r ;  ioi> 
of  meat  iii  iluc 

Jeafrn? 

4J  iS 

tbit  Iitv-ie?  ,, 
whom  his  hr*l 
vlicn  he  Cornel  h, 
flialFfijid  Jo  do¬ 
ing- 

44  Of  a  ;ru:h 

I  fay  i;»i(o  you, 

rlwt  lie  will  ni4f;c 

him  ruler  oy<t 
*11  chat  he  luth. 

45  Bin  end  if 

tint  fervent  fry 
in  III*  heart*  My 
lord  dchyctH 
hi*  tomi;^;  and 
fhill  I>e«in  to 
bcit  the  mtn-ier- 
v juts,  aM 

b^lUt  Slid  to  t'jt 

and  drink,  and 
to  be  drnnkcL, 


** 
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4*  *rhe  bsd 
of  that  frrvMnt 
will  camt  in  § 
day  uhen  he 
looketh  not  fer 

him,  aiid  dt  an 
hour  when  be  Is 
not  aware,  ^itii 
will  cut  him  in 
J Under,  anil  will 
appoint  h:pi  hit 
|ii>it:on  with  ihc 

unbeliever  s- 
47  And  [Tut 
fhrvj'it  wh;cii 
kutw  lit?  lord's 
lvtil,  an;!  prepar¬ 
ed  net  &*': fit ft 
neither  did*  ac- 
folding  ro  his 
Will,  ftaU  he 

betun 
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think  ye,  but  fuch  as,  like  good  ftewards,  are  faithful 
in  improving  their  various  talents,  will  be  highly  acU 
yauced  in  their  lord's  houfe,  to  have  the  management 
of  his  affairs  according  to  bis  will,  and  to  make  fuch 
diftributions  in  proper  time  and  feafou  as  are  fu  it  able  zq 
the  riTpcdive  ftjtes  and  circumltances  of  all  Under 
their  chajgc?  # 

43  Such  a  ml  fuch  only  are  happy  fervants,  xrhatfo- 
cver  their  flation  may  be,  who  (hall  be  found  faithfully 
difeharghtg  the  trulls  commitred  to  them  whenever  their 
Lord  (hall  come  to  call  them  to  an  account. 

44  I  affurediy  tell  you,  that  he  will  own  and  accept 
them  in  their  work  and  labour  of  fidelity,  faith,  and 
Iovr*  and  will  raife  them  *  to  the  higheft  dignity  and 
glcry,  when  he  frail  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  at 
his  appearing  and  kingdom. 

45  Out  if,  on  the  other  handj  any  one,  who  profef- 
fes  to  be  my  difciple  and  fervant,  (hall  give  way  to  un¬ 
believing  thought*,  as  if  his  great  Lord  and  Matter 
would  never  come  again  to  call  ihim  to  an  account,  be¬ 
ta  ufc  he  fees  no  prefent  appearances  of  it ;  and  if,  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  this  practical  infidelity,  he  (hall  grow 
rerntfs  and  care  left,  arid  (hall  thereupon  give  himfetf  li¬ 
berty  to  revile,  in  full,  abufe  and  perfecute  others  of  his 
fellow* fervants,  and  to  be  luxurious  and  intemperate  in 
bis  fenfuai  appetites^  as  well  as  outrageous  in  his  paf- 
(ions ; 

46  His  Lord  will  furprife  him  In  the  imdft  of  all  his 
unbelief  and  wickedncfs,  when  he  little  thinks  oFiti 

r  i  T 

and  will  cuf  him  oft'  by  death  from  alt  his  vain  and  flat¬ 
tering  imaginations,  from  alt  his  comforts  here,  and 
Trtjm  all  hope  and  happinefs  hereafter  t  He  will  feparate 
his  foul  from  his  body,  and  -  feparate  them  both  from 
God  and  bleflcdncfe^  and  fen  ten  ce  him  to  everUflpig 
dcftruciion,  whiph  is  the  portion  of  unbelievers. 

<17  Only  there  will  be  this  difference  ;  As  under  the 
law  a  diit:n£lioii  was  made  between  fins  of  ignorance 
aqd  prefumptuous  fins,  (Air  si.  xv.  29,  30.)  and  crimi« 
nals  were  to  be  beaten  with  a  number  of  (tripes,  more 
or  Jef$,  according  to  the  degiees  and  aggravations  of 
their  faults,  (Druf.  xxv,  2,  3  }j  fo  he  who  had  a 
clear  knowledge  of  what  his  Lord  requires  and  ji^y  rca- 
fonnbty  exp^ii  from  him  under  all  nis  advantages  and 
opportunities,  and  yet  neglefls  his  duty,  and  tins  agatuft 
the  light  and  pon*i£Upfl$  of  bis  own  confluence,  (halt 

be 

T  E. 

tft  be  pradent  ud  falrhfuk  ss  Ph^ 
tu'Jt  dtak  with  G;q.  xli.  49; 


H  O 

*  Chrift  litre  aJIiule*  to  the  Arrthcr  ho¬ 
nour*  ant!  try thit  mailt rs  u:>  to  ^  nftr 
wi  iboic  i.rviui*  who  k&v*  approval  lLceo- 


Ch.  sir. 

Lcacen  wUb  nu* 
n  j 

48  Bat  he 
that  knew  not, 
*nd  did  commit 
thtagt  worthy  of 
ftrijic*,  Ihdf  be 
beaten  with  few 
Jiriptu  For  on¬ 
to  whomsoever 
■ 

much  15  jriven,  of 
him  QmiI  much 
be  rtoulred ;  and 

to  whom  men 
have  committed 
ranch*  of  him 
they  wilt  aJk  the 

more. 

4?  I  am  come 
to  fend  fire  on 
the  earth  ,  and 
what  will  J  if  it 
he  alrtady  ku> 
cfkd. 


re  Ihit  T  hare 

a  Laptifni  to  be 
tiled  with  , 
*::ui  tuny  #m  I 
llraitcned  till  li 
pc  accompli  Jbcd! 


51  _Suppofc 
jC  that  I  fam 
come  to  give 

?wcc  on  cmh  ? 

I  ell  you*  Nay  ; 
but  rather  divi- 
fioo : 


51  For  from 
henceforth  there 
ftijIJbcfiretnorie 
lipuJc  divided', 

(hrec 
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be  proportiooably  punifhed  with  the  heariclt  ftrokes  of 
divine  vengeance. 

48  Bat  he  who,  though  he  had  proper  means  of  be* 
log  acquainted  with  his  Lord's  will,  did  not  underAand 
«>  and  fo  a&cd  contrary  to  his  commands,  fliall  be 
puniflied  with  lefs  fe verity  than  the  other  :  For,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  umver  fal  law  of  equity  among  men,  the  grea¬ 
ter  capacities,  opportunities,  ana  advantages,  any  fer- 
vant  has  for  difeharging  a  truft  committed  to  him,  the 
higher  will  be  bis  Matter's  expectations  and  demands 
from  him  ;  and  the  more  he  is  intrufted  with,  the  grea¬ 
ter  will  his  guilt  and  punifhment  he,  if  on  any  account 
whatfoever,  he  prove  negligent  and  unfaithful. 

49  I  am  come  to  eftablifh  a  doftrine  fo  contrary  to 
the  pride  and  prejudices  of  men,  that  it  will  incenfq 
them  againft  me  and  my  difciples,  and  be  the  occafion 
of  great  animofiries,  contentions,  and  perfecutions  in 

the  world  :  And  atthefe  fiery  trials  are  already  begun  in 
the  eppofirion  40  d  rage  of  the  Jcribet  and  Pharifeet  and 

others  on  this  account,  wbat  (hall  I  fay,  or  do,  or  wilh 
for,  with  refpeft  thereunto?  Shall  I  defift  from  my  de- 
fign  of  publifhing  my  gofpel  ?  No  j  it  is  too  important 
for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  finners,  to 
be  declined,  how  much  foever  I  and  my  followers  may 
fuffer  for  it  upon  earth. 

50  For  my  part,  I  know  that  the  firft  and  heavieft 
floroi  will  fall  upon  myfelf  in  the  rooft  terrible  igno¬ 
minious  fufferings  and  death  $  fo  that  I  (hall  be  foleran- 
ly  confecrated  to  my  prieftly  and  kingly  offices  by  the 
baptifm  of  my  own  blood,  as  I  have  been  to  my  pro¬ 
phetic  office  by  tbc  baptifm  of  water  and  of  tbe  Holy 
Ghoft  :  But  lam  fo  far  from  refilling  the  dtftrefs,  that, 
like  a  woman  in  travail,  who  longs  for  her  pains  to  in- 
creafe  upon  her  that  the  may  bring  forth  heF  child,  I 
am  exceeding  defirous  of  going  through  it,  that  I  may 
fee  my  feed,  and  the  pleasure  of  tbe  Lord  may  profper 
in  my  hand. 

51  And  as  for  you,  my  apoflles  and  difciples.  Do 
ye  imagine  that  the  defignof  my  coming  into  the  world 
is  to  fettle  temporal  peace  and  profperity  ?  Alas !  that 
is  a  very  great  mi  flake,  I  allure  you,  the  event  will  be 
fo  far  from'  this,  that,  on  the  contrary,  ye  will  find  it 
turn  to  greater  ftrifes  and  divifioris,  miferies  and  con- 
fufians,  than  ye  ever  knew  before. 

52,  53  For  though  my  gofpel  is  fullof  love  and  good- 
nets,  and  (firefly  fuired  and  defigned  to  promote  friend- 
fliip,  kindnefs,  and  foetal  attention,  and  will  have  thia 

happy 


ij8 

three  aguofttwo, 
and  two  egaiult 
three. 

S  *  The  father 
dull  be  divided 
agatnft  ihe  fent 
and  the  fon  a* 
gaintt  the  father; 
the  mother  a  - 
gain  ft  the  daugh¬ 
ter  ,  and  the 
daughter  again  ft 
the  mother :  the 

tnotKer-in^hw  a* 
gsioft  herdnigh' 
tcr-ln-hw ,  and 
the  riaoghter-ln^ 
lav  agtioft  her 
IDothcr-iD-hw, 

S4  And  be 
laid  aljb  to  the 
people.  When  ye 
fee  a  cloud  rife 
cm  of  the  wdt, 
fhaightway  ye 
fay.  There  com- 
<tn  a  Ibovcri  and 
fo  U  is. 

jj  And  when 
ye  fie  the  foutli- 
wind  bbw  ,  ye 
fay ,  There  will 
be  heat;  and  it 
cometh  to  pofb 

jtf  Ye  hypo¬ 
crites,  ye  can  dif- 
ccfn  the  face  of 
*thr  Iky,  ud  of 
the  earth  j  bat 
how  is  fr,  that 
ye  do  not  dif¬ 
fer  n  this  time  l 


SI  Yea  r  and 
why  even  of 
you  Helves  judge 
it  not  what  is 
right  ! 


_  ■  i«  .  ■  -i,  _  *  ~ 

The  EvangeTtfi  Luke  paraphrafed.  Ch.  liL 

happy  effect  on  tbofe  tbat  cordially  embrace  it ;  yet, 
through  the  corruptions,  enmity,  and  oppofitior*  of 
others,  it  will  henceforward  prove  an  occauon  of  fierce 
contentions,  and  cruel  persecutions;  So  that,  when 
fome  in  the  fame  houfe  (hall  receive  and  others  reject 
me,  as  fuppofe.  In  a  family  con  fitting  of  five  perfons, 
there  be  two  of  one  lore  and  three  of  the  other,  they 
who  continue  in  unbelief  will  be  fo  enraged  at  the  con¬ 
verted,  that  even  father  and  fon,  mother  and  daughter, 
every  rank  and  degree  of  relations,  according  to  the 
flefh,  will  call  off  alt  the  tender  (entiments  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  natural  affection,  and  be  the  molt  implacable 
perfecutois  of  one  another. 

54,  55  Then  Jefus,  turning  to  the  unbelieving  mul¬ 
titude,  reproved  them  for  their  flupidity  and  lolly  in 
rejecting  him,  notwith  (landing  the  plain  evidences  he 
bad  given  of  his  being  the  true  Mefiiah »  faying.  If 
at  any  time  a  cloud  appears  toward  the  fea,  which  lyes 
weft  of  Judeot  ye  immediately  conclude  that  there  wilt 
he  a  Ihower  of  rain ;  and  if  ye  obfcrve  that  the  wind 
blows  fouth,  from  the  hot  eounrry  of  Africa^  ye  rea- 
fonably  expelt  that  the  weather  will  be  hot  and  fuhry, 
and,  generally  fpeakiog,  ye  are  not  mi  (taken. 

56  O  ye  hypocritical  people,  what  blindaeO,  obfti- 
nacy,  and  prejudices,  are  ye  under,  with  rcfpelt  to 
your  spiritual  concerns  ?  ye  are  fagadous  enough  in 
obferving  the  motions  of  the  wind  and  clouds,  and  prog- 
nofticating  the  weather  from  thence,  that  ye  may  or¬ 
der  your  affairs  accordingly;  but  ye  take  no  notice 
of  the  much  plainer  and  furer  tokens  of  the  prefent  day 
of  merciful  vifitatton,  which  is  of  infinitely  higher  im¬ 
portance  to  you*  Ye  may  fee  that  the  Old-Teftament 
prophecies  tutheMdfiab  ate  fulfilled  in  my  birth,  tribe, 
and  family,  in  the  place  where  1  was  bom,  in  John  the 
Baptift  as  my  forerunner,  and  in  the  manner  of  my 
life  and  do  Urine ;  and  ye  may  fee  that  all  my  preten- 
Gons  to  that  character  are  confirmed  by  numerous  mi¬ 
racles.  How  is  it,  then,  that  ye  do  not  difeern  this 
time,  tbat  it  is  indeed  a  day  of  grace,  in  which  1  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  Saviour  among  you? 

57  Yea,  why  do  not  ye  take  example  from  your- 
felrs  ?  («t  »**«<»)  In  the  inftance  but  now  mentioned  ye 
are  fidlfiit  and  diligent  obfervers,  and  act  with  prudence 
according  to  your  obfervations :  Why  then  (hould  ye 
not.be  excited,  by  what  ye  do  in  thofe  Idler  things,  to 
take  the  fame  care,  and  ule  as  much  obfervation  and 
prudence,  with  refpett  to  the  greater  things  that  relare 

r  to 


$B  When  then} 
{dcA  with  thine 
adverfary  to  the 

niagiftnitC.afffeB 

drt  in  the  way, 
give  diligence 
that  thou  niarcft 
be  delivered  from 
him:  left  he  hife 

thee  to  the  judge, 
and  the  judge  dt- 
liver  thee  to  the 

eAccr  ,  and  the 
officer  call  thee 
into  prison. 

S9  1  tell  tl'tce, 
tltou  (halt  pot 
deport  thence,  till 
fliDU  halt  paid 
tl^vcry  Lit  mite. 


bv  w  iu  bvui^vim  wiiipU hi  * 

,  S8>  59  SnppoCc  any  of  you  were  going  to  a  con 
judicature  with  an  adverfary  who  has  an  attion  of 


L° 
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■  to  your  eternal  peace  ?  and  why  do  not  ye  a &  in  tbia 
affair  as  the  common  prudence  of  a  man  would  fugged 
to  be  right  in  temporal  concerns  *  i 

court  of 

judicature  witn  an  aaverury  wuo  nas  an  attion  of  debt 
agaiaft  you,  which,  if  profecuted,  would  be  your  ut¬ 
ter  ruin  ;  common  fenle  would  tdl  you,  that  all  poffible 
means  fhould  be  nfed  for  a  timely  compromife  with 
him,  left  be  fhoald  get  judgment  and  execution  againft 
ou,  to  your  imprifonmeot  all  the  days  of  your  life. 
-  like  manner,  as  fin  has  brought  yon  into  a  ftate  of 
enmity  with  God,  and  were  he  to  mark  iniquity  yon 
could  not  Hand  ;  it  is  your  higheft  wildom  now,  while 
you  are  in  the  way  of  mercy,  to  fall  down  at  his  feet, 
acknowledging  your  trail  fg  re  Ifions,  and  to  feek  peace 
and  reconciliation  with  him,  thro*  faith  in  the  Mefiiah, 
that  you  may  be  delivered  from  the  hands  of  his  vin- 
tlittive  jufticc;  left  he  bring  you  into  judgment  for  rcr 
jetting  the  only  Saviour  and  for  your  other  innumerable 
fins,  and  the  Judge  of  all  Ihould  condemn  you,  and 
deliver  you  over  to  the  executioners  of  his  righteous 
vengeance,  and  they  Ihould  caft  yon  into  the  prifon  of 
hell.  1  affurc  yon,  that  if  once,  through  your  o*n 
impenitence 'and  qnbelief,  this  becomes  your  cafe,  you 
mull  be  held  there  in  eternal  torments,  becaufe  you 
will  never  be  able  to  fatisfy  divine  juflice,  or  pay  the 
debt  of  fufle rings,  which  is  due  for  your  iniquities. 

recollections. 

Wliat  a  fenfelcfe  (in  is  hypocrify,  finee  our  moft  fecret  thoughts  ly  Open  to 
the  omiwfdent  eye  of  that  Got!  who  will  bring  them  all  to  light !  And  how  pre- 
pr.r  trtius  is  it  to  fear  man  more  than  him ;  Gnce  we  have  immortal  fouls  which 
cannot  he  killed  with  the  body,  and  men  cannot  hurt  the  body  itfclf  without 
Cod’s  permiflio*,  but  he  can  make  both  foul  and  body  for  ever  tniferable  in  bell; 

and  linre  Chrift  will  certainly  own  or  reject  them  in  the  other  world  who  own 

or  rejetfl  him  in  this  I  But  there  is  forgivennefs  with  God  for  all  forts  of  fina  ex¬ 
cept  that  agaiuft  the  Holy  Gbcft,  which  none  that  have  any  ferious  defires  after 
the  gofpei- falvation  ca:i  be  guilty  of.  And  O  with  what  fatisfa&ion  may  true 
beliven  commit  all  the  concerns  of  this  life  to  that  God,  who  jit  Providence 
takes  care  of  all  his  creatures,  and  extends  to  the  mi  mite  ft  affairs !  And  with 
wliat  humble  confidence  may  they  commit  tlie  concerns  of  their  fouls  to  Chrift, 
who  was  eagerly  deftrous  of  dying  the  wprft  of  deaths  to  redeem  them;  and  to 
the  God  of  all  grace,  whofe  good  plea  fu  re  it  is  to  give  them  a  kingdom  of  glory ! 
That  kingdom  pon  lifts  of  riches  infinitely  preferable  to  all  the  pofiefifiong  of 
this  world;  and  therefore  they  fhould  be  fought  before,  and  above  all  things  die, 
as  they  will  be  by  thofe  who  really  dleem  them  as  their  chief  mature ;  This 
is  the  way  to  all  true  happinefs  here,  and  efpedally  hereafter ;  but  covetous  and 
anxious  cares  about  the  things  of  the  prefeat  life  are  the  bane  of  religion,  and 


the  riches  of  thi3  world  arc  often  the 


N  O 

*  IF  wt  conne/l  this  Tprfic  with  the  forr~ 
totb  thcic  imcrprrt  aliens  oity  fttud; 


of  carnal  minds .—^^uarrcla  and  con 

furioni 

T  E, 

but  if  it  be  ronnefted  with  Lhe  following 
vcriVj  xbc  latter  15  to  b£  preferred* 
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fufiona  will  indeed  arife  among  men,  on  account  of  Cbrift  and  hie  go  f pel,  as 
long  as  the  lufls,  pattons,  and  prejudices  of  multitudes  ly  in  oppofition  to 
them :  But  diftinguifhing  grace  malus  a  difference  in  others,  and  that  in  the 
lame  families  ;  and  if  we  are  hated  and  perfecuted  for  Chrilt's  fake,  antf  do  not 
bear  a  guilty  part  in  religious  quarrels,  he  will  enable  ns  to  make  a  juft  defence 
of  his  caufc,  and  of  nurfirlves  for  our  profeflum  of  it.  How  careful  ftiould  mi* 
ni  tiers  of  the  gofpel  be  to  imitate  their  gitat  Lord  in  keeping  to  their  own  pro¬ 
vince,  and  not  intermeddling  as  umpires  in  fecutar  affairs,  nor  a  limning  to  them- 
Iclvcs  civil  powers  J  And  how  apt  fhould  they  arid  all  others  be  to  take  every 
word  of  Chrift  to  tbemfelves,  that  they  may  be  always  ready  to  meet  him  in 
death  and  judgment,  not  knowing  how  foon  he  may  fuminon  them  to  appear 
before  him  !  Hut  O  what  a  fotirce  of  ftupidity,  fenfaality,  and  wiekednefs,  ts 
unbelief!  And  how  are  fecure  li  liners  in  perpetual  danger  of  being  furpriled  in¬ 
to  utter  deft  ruction!  Their  ignorance  am!  inobservance  of  what  they  ought  to 
know  and  conftder,  is  no  jolt  excufc  for  their  fin ;  and  yet  fuming  again  A  light 
and  comri&ioa  is  attended  with  dill  higher  aggravations,  and  fhaU  be  more  fe~ 
vertly  puniihed*  How  pemrfe  are  the  hearts  of  men  that  fet  them  reives  againft 
the  only  Saviour,  and  the  only  way  of  falvation  by  him !  and  how  much  more 
careful  and  prudent  are  the  generality  of  them  about  their  temporal,  than  about 
their  fpiritual  concerns  £  But  as  their  natural  Jtatc  is  a  ftatc  of  enmity  with 
God,  and  expofes  them  to  the  utmoft  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  ju- 
flicc;  fo,  (inlets  they  feet  and  obtain  peace  and  reconciliation  with  him  now, 
through  faith  in  his  Son,  while  there  are  means  and  hopes  of  it,  their  naifay 
wilt  be  unavoidable,  i&fupportabU,  and  without  end. 


» 


CHAP.  xiir. 


Chrift* s  remarks  upon  the  deftruStion  that  fell  on  the  Galileans  and 
other st  i» — 5*  His  parable  of  the  barren  Jsg*tree7  6t — 9.  His 
healing  a  crooked  woman  on  the  fabbalh-dayf  10, — 17*  His  para¬ 
bles  of  a  grain  of  mujtard-feed%  and  of  leaven^  18* — ir*  His 
preaching *  and  anfwer  to  the  qaeftion  whether  feus  JhaU  be  favedt 
22, — 30.  His  flighting  Herod’s  threatening*  f  and  lamenting  over 
Jemfalem,  31  j— 35* 


Tut* 

*T*Here  were  pre- 
*  fent  at  that 
fei/bn  (bone  that 
told  him  of  the 
Galilean**  whofe 
blood  rilite  had 
mingled  with 
their  facrifices. 


Paxafhxase. 

TTTHILST  our  blefled  Lord  was  fpeaking  of  the  im- 
”  porta  nee  of  being  in  a  (late  of  peace  and  friend- 
fhip  with  God,  feme  of  the  company  took  occafion  to 
mention  to  him  the  fudden  tragical  {laughter  of  cettatn 
Galileans »  whofe  blood  Pilate,  the  Roman  governor, 
had  fhed,  by  fending  foldiers  to  cut  them  in  pieces, 
even  while  they  were  offering  their  facrifices  at  Jcru^ 
faiemt  becaufe,  being  followers  of  "Judas  of  Galilee  *, 
they  perfuaded  the  Jew t  that  they  were  a  free  people, 
and  ought  not  to  be  fubje&  to  a  foreign  government  or 
to  pay  tribute  to  Cafar, 

2  And 

T  E. 

like, '  mJ  drrnt  mat  mnh  fwplt  sfttr  hitJi  ; 

be  aijb  pmfMt  and  ri/i,  rvt*  as  manj  a* 

qbtytd  tiat  vert  differ  fed* 


HO 

*  Thefc  frem  to  have  been  fame  of  th«t 
which  Gometiei  referred  to  vrtieD  be 
ftid^  37.)  stflcrSti. j  «kii  (vit  Titt- 

a  noted  uiipuiM,)  rubify  Judas  of 
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»  a  ad  J«fi«  i  And  as  the  persons  who  made  this  report  would 
S6,  sJp.  thereby  Teem  to  intimate  as  if  thefe  mud  needs  be  an* 
pufe  ye ihu  tlidc  commonly  wicked  people*  and  very  unprepared  to  die, 
OJikam  w«»  fince  vengeance  fo  remarkably  fell  upon  them  in  the 

tlirGilil-T"”  be-  tnidftoftheir  external  devotions  ;  Jefus,  to  guard  againft 
canfe they  fotTeml  this  uncharitable  cenfure,  replied,  Do  ye  conclude  from 
Inch  things*  the  time  aiid  manner  of  thefe  CaHltans  being  thus  bar* 

baroufly  murdered,  that  they  were  more  notorious  jin* 

ners  than  all  the  reft  of  their  countrymen  ? 
i  I  tcD  yon,  3  I  allure  you  that  no  fuch  inference  can  be  juftly 
Nay:  but.cucrpt  drawn  from  thence ;  But  as  thefe  men  are  only  exam* 

pies  in  providence  of  the  miferies  that  every  (inner  de¬ 
pend).  ferves  and  is  in  danger  of ;  fo,  unlefs  ye  repent  of  your 

infidelity  and  wtekednefe,  your  whole  nation  (hall  as 
certainly  be  deftroyed,  and  your  blood  (hall  be  ming* 
led  with  your  facftfices  in  as  dreadful  a  manner,  by  the 
fword,  as  theirs  was  fi  and  all  impenitent  tinners  (hall 


perifli  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,  if  not  in  this 

world,  yet  inevitably  in  the  uext. 

«  Or  tboie  4  Or,  to  remind  you  of  another  awful  providence, 
e^iiwcn  npon  which  ye  know  befel  fome  among  yourfelves  nearer 

in^siWin  “  home.  Do  you  imagine  that  the  eighteen  perfons  who 
ar.d  flew  then ,  were  killed,  without  the  immediate  hand  of  men,  in 
wo*  fin*  t*lc  tower  of  Si  loam  *,  were  more  flagitious 

cm  *tove  till  (inners  than  all  the  reft  of  the  people  of  Jcrufafem  ? 


men  that  dwelt 
in  Jerufoirm  t 
5  1  tell  you. 
Nay:  bet*  except 
ye  repent ,  ye 

Oull  Jt  Jfrvft 
perifli. 


5  What  foe  vex  ye  may  think  of  the  matter*  I  tell  yon* 
No  fuch  cenfiire  ought  to  be  palled  upon  them*  Once 
alt  things  relating  to  the  prefent  life  come  alike  to  all: 
But  this  is  likewife  a  fampte  of  the  dreadful  calamities 
which  are  coming  upon  all  the  inhabitants  of  Jsrvfatemt 
who*  unlefs  they  are  brought  to  repentance*  (hall  penfh 


in  the  ruins  of  the  whole  city*  a s  thofe  perfons  did  by 
the  fall  of  that  tower;  and  ,the  guilt  of  every  one  of 
you  is  (bgreat,  that*  if  ye  perfift  in  impenitence  and 
unbelief*  ye  (hall  certainly  be  punifhed  with  everlafting 
deft  ruction  in  the  world  to  come*  whether  ye  fall  by 
any  re  mat  table  judgment  here  or  not* 

6  And 


NOTES* 

f  This  *n&  literally  fulfilled,  according  water  to,  the  pool  of  Bethtflu :  That  It  be- 
to  Jjfephut*  account,  that  many  thoufriuU  longed  to  one  of  the  porches,  whetc  the 
of  the  Jfvfs  were  dieghtercd  in  the  temple*  impotent  people  by  woretiiii"  for  the  mo- 
and  vound  about  it,  at  the  feaft  of  the  pif<-  viiig  of  the  worm ;  an d  that  tome  of  them* 
over*  bcciofc  of  then1  oppofitioD  to  the  Jfc-  or  Ibiue  others,  who  caret  thither  to  putify 
rttan  joke  ;  and  fo  their  blood  was  mingled  themfclves  for  the  icrtiple-fervice,  were  kill- 
v/ith  their  fccri fires  by  tbe  fvorJ,  erl  by  the  furfilrn  fall  of  that  tourer*  But 

and  that  for  (be  fame  caufe,  as  the  blood  of  when  or  how  this  tower  fell,  or  where  it 
theft  GaUUsxs  had  been  by  Piftrfr,  Vid.  Hood,  is  oncenaia  to  it*,  urhiving,  asfar 
7 nftph  Jh A  f  vl.  e.  ir.  St  L  C*  ij<  a*  T  ran  learn,  no  otlicr  account  of  it,  ei- 

A  Ebfeh  Eidtf,  Hift.  t.  iii.  t ,  $*  ther  in  ftcred  or  civil  hlttory,  than  what  i* 

*  Dr  Lrjffr/w/  fappnfa  that  this  V'as  a  here  bid  about  ic,  where  our  Lord  fpe^ks  of 
tower  hy  thepoul  of  SUoattt9  which  was  the  its  fall  ^  a  re  markable  wtil-Suiann  i*£X  eq 
fame  or  at  kafl  cgjatr.iL'yt'itfvd  It*  tbvfc  day*. 


J4* 

{  Hefp&keal* 
fa  this  parable: 
A  certain  nan 
had  a  fig*  cm 
planted  in  his 
vineyard* ,  and  he 


ne 
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came  and  fought 


6  And  lull  further  to  enforce  tma  loletnn  warning, 
and  {hew  the  danger  and  aggravations  of  their  iniquities 
under  the  rich  advantages  they  enjoyed,  our  Lord  ad* 
ded  the  following  (imilitude ;  **  There  was  (faid  be)  a 
certain  owner  who  had  planted  a  fig-tree  in  bis  vineyard. 


ftttiEthcKontond  and  coming  at  the  proper  fealbn 


j  Then  (aid 
Tic  unto  the  dref- 
let  of  hb  vine* 

yard  ,  Behold  , 
theft  three  yean 
I  come  failing 
fruit  on  this  fig* 
tree  f  and  find 
none  ;  eat  -it 
down,  why  cum* 


f oo«d  booc.  gathering  fruit  from  it,  he  found  none.”— So  God, 

whofe  vineyard  is  his  church,  gave  his  peculiar  people, 
the  Jfeuis,  all  the  fpiritual  privileges  of  that  £tcred  in* 
clofnre;  and  when  it  might  be  realonably  expeded 
that  they  fhould  bring  forth  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  to 
his  glory,  he  found  that  they  bad  orily  the  leaves  of  an 
outward  formal  profefGon,  a,od  continued  to  he  carnal 
and  fenfual,  impeoitent  and  unbelieving  :  And  this  is 
the  cafe  of  all  obltinate  Tinners,  and  hypocritical  pro- 
feflors,  under  the  means  of  grace. 

t  Then  Taid  7  “  Then  the  owner  faid  to  his  vine-drefler,  See  how 
he  unto  the  Jtcf-  long  I  have  waited,  even  three  years  paft,  in  vain,  and 

yard°f  MwMN  this  fig-tree  is  entirely  barren  :  Cut  it  down  *  why 
theft  chiec  yean  fliould  it  any  longer  take  up  the  plaoe  of  better  plants, 
I  come  faking  and  draw  away  the  frudifying  juices  of  my  ground, 

tree*  ^ °  •ad'*  fi!&  t*,at  m*ght  be  profitable  to  other  trees  (''*«  yn  *»- 
none  :  ent  it  So  God,  having  exerci fed  much  patience,  and 

v?wl>h  whjreum’  bellowed  many  fpiritual  advantages  upon  the.  hardened 
gn«ud?  -  nobelieving  Jrwt,  faid  to  his  Ton,  and  to  his  fervants 

who  laboured  in  tbe  miniftry  under  him,  Behold,  I 
have  with  great  long-fuffering  borne  with  this  incorri¬ 
gible  people  year  afteryear  *,  while  there  was  any  room 
to  expefk  fruit  from  them  ;  take  no  further  pains  with 
them,  but  deliver  them  up  to  fpeedy  executions  of  wrath : 
For  to  what  purpofe  fhould  my  care  and  kindnefs  beany 
longer  a  baled  by  them,  who,  like  cumberers  of  the 
ground,  do  more  harm  than  good,  mifimprove  the  means 
of  grace,  and  fill  up  tbe  room  of  others  that  might  pro¬ 
fit  07  them  ?  And  in  like  manner  he  fpeaks  of  alt  that 

9  And  lie  an.  continue  obftinate  and  unfruitful  under  the  preaching  of 

facring  bid  an-  the  gofpeL 

to  him.  Lord ,  8,  9  M  But  p*)  the  vme-dreffer  anfwered  the  own- 

1  tr>  Sir,  I  heg  that  you  would  bear  with  the  fig-tree  one 
*  fliall  year  longer,  rill  1  have  tried  lome  further  methods  of 

N  o  T  £.  cultivation, 

*  The  three  yean  of  God*s  patience  are  to  bear  longer  than  t brae  year*  before  they  be* 
fuppofod  by  feme  to  relate  to  the  three  years  gon  to  beer  ;  Therefore,  till  that  time  there 


bertfh 

jnwad 


the 


B  And  he  an- 
fwering  fold  an* 
to  him.  Lord  * 
kt  it  alone  this 
year  olfo,  till  1 

fall 


n  was  between  toirty  ana  lorty  yean  aiur 
the  death  of  Chrift,  before  tbtjtmjlt  church 
and  nation  were  defrayed*  Tbe  conjee* 
tu ttAf  Groiiv*  teems  lc&  liable  to  exception; 
which  is,  Thai  thefc  three  years  are  men-' 
tinned  with  a  reference  to  the  nature  of  fame 

d  i  Trt  etflt  Arinnlklp  \ivll  i  /»tl  4tJ  niV  11C 


hope  for  it  afterwxtds.  But  be  this  as  it 
will,  there  fams  to  he  a  direct  reference  in 
this  parable  to  what  the  prophet  fold  of  the 
chord*  of  jfjfarf,  (Ifa-  v.  1^—7.)  andmudi 
light  may  be  received  from  thence  to  tfc- 
nuio  k« 


1 


Ch,  ini. 

rb-Jl  dig  ibout  it, 

Slid  dong  if* 

9  And  if  rt 
bear  trait*  vmU% 
ant!  ii  not,  fbnt 
aft^r  that  tfioa 
ibab  cw  k  down* 
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Ui 


id  Aid  hew** 

tufting  iu  oik 
^ffhcffnagogUCT 

on  the  fthbaih* 

1 1  And  he  * 
iioM  there  was  a 
uo:n.m  wilier 
>1^!  a  fr*irit  of 
infirmity  righ  - 
rro  years  ud 
am5  bowed  to- 
TL'dier,  and  could 
n  no  wifir  Lift  up 
&rr/r//- 

ii  Aod  tthtt 

jefus  6»  her, 
ic  railed  frrr  to 
linifind  iaidnn- 
o  iier,  Woman, 
t^iu  art  looted 
rom  thine  in* 
inuity. 

1 1  And  he  laid 
h  hinds  on  her; 
ud  iinmedbiely 
he  wts  made 
freight,  and  gb* 
ifi  J  God. 

14  And  the 
uler  of  the  fyna* 

rtgue  anlwcrcd 

;ith  indignation, 
it  juris  that  Je- 
j*  had  healed  on 
;c  ftbbaih-day, 
nd  faidumothe 
people. 


cultivation,  fuch  as  digging  about  it  and  dunging  it ! 
If  by  thefc  means .  h  (hall  become  fruitful,  all  wifi  be 
well;  but  if  not,  do  with  it  as  you  pleafe.” — So  Chrift, 
in  the  greatnefo  of  his  coin  pa  (Hon,  in  treated  for  f pa  ring 
mercy  to  be  extended  a  little  longer  to  the  Jtviijp 
church  ;  as  be  likewjfe  does  for  others  under  tbe  gofpcl  | 
and  that  foroe  further  meaosof  conviction  might  be  ufed 
with  them,  before  God  (bould  utterly  cut  them  off  f  t 
And  his  fervants  are  eameftly  deCrous  and  importunate 
with  God,  that  their  obftinate  hearers  may  be  f pared 
fome  time  longer,  and  tried  with  further  means  of  grace, 
in  hopes  that  he  may  give  them  repentance.  If  at  length 
they  (hall  be  effectually  changed,  the  patience  and  pains 
bellowed  upon  them  will  hare  a  happy  ilTue,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  to  tbe  joy  of  Chrift  and  his  fenants,  and 
to  the  falvation  of  thofe  fouls  themfelves :  But  if,  after 
all,  they  Hill  continue  ftupid,  hardened,  and  carnal, 
neither  Chrift  nor  his  fervants  will  offer  any  thing  in 
their  favour;  but  will  leave  them,  as  utterly  ineacufa- 
blc,  to  the  executions  of  God's  righteous  wrath. 

10,  1 1- Now  as  Jefus,  according  to  hiscuilom,  was 
preaching  on  a  certain  fobbath  in  one  of  the  fynagogues, 
behold,  a  lamentable  obje&  prefented  to  his  notice. 
There  was  a  poor  woman,  whole  body  bad  been  con- 
vulfed  to  fuch  a  degree,  for  eighteen  years  together,  by 
the  power  of  Satan  who  had  been  permitted  to  afflict 
her,  (1 >tr.  itf.)  that  (he  could  by  no  means  raifo  her 
head,  or  ftand  upright, 

-  ii  And,  as  foe  came  with  great  difficulty  to  public 

worfoip,  Chrift  looked  with  compaiTion  upon  her ;  and, 
calling  her  to  him,  faid.  Woman,  I  command  that  you 
be  now  delivered  from  your  difeafe,  by  which  you  have 
been  bowed  down  fo  many  years. 

13  And,  whilft  he  was  (peaking,  he  laid  his  hands 
upon  her  ;  and  £>  powerful  were  his  authoritative  word 
and  touch,  that  in  an  mftant  her  body  was  reitored  to 
its  proper  ftature  and  ftraightnefs :  And  foe,  feeling 
loch  a  Hidden  and  furprifing  cure,  bleffed  God  for  it 
with  great  joy  before  a}]  tbe  people. 

14  But  the  ruler  of  the  fynagogue,  (fee  the  note  on 
Matth .  is.  iS.)  envying  Chrift  tbe  glory  of  this  undoubt¬ 
ed  miracle,  cavilled  at  it  becaufc  it  was  wrought  on  the 
fabbath }  and,  intimating  to  the  people  as  if  it  were  a 
profanation  of  that  holy  day,  he  feverely  reprimanded 

them 


N  o 

+  Thefc  further  meant  Teem  mod  imme* 
i.i'cly  to  refer  to  the  higher  evidences  that 
I*  given  of  the  truth  and  excellence 
V  JJhritU  wity  after  the  itfvrreflion  of 


T  Zi 

Chrift  and  eflufioii  or  his  .Spirit*  and  tlie 
fotemn  export  illation*  lhal  wrre  to  he  made 
with  thrm  Uy  the  jpoftlcs  on  ih^foot* 
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t»ople  ,  There 
arc  fix  clays  on 
which  men  ought 
to  work;  in  them 
therefore  come 
and  be  healed* 
and  not  on  the 
Jabhath-day* 
if  The  Lord 
then  anfacrcd 
him  and  feld  * 
Thou  hypocrite, 
doth  not  each 
one  of  you  on 
the  Gibbarh  looft 
his  ox  or  bis  aft 
from  the  toil* 
and  lead  him  a* 
way  to  watering  I 
rtf  And  ought 
not  this  woman* 
being  a  daughter 
of  Abraham  * 
whom  Satan  hath 
bound,  k>,  thde 
eighteen  yean  , 
be  Loafed  from 
this  bond  on  the 
frbbath-day  i 


17  And  when 

he  had  faid  theft 
thing*,  all  his  ad- 
vemrit*  were  *- 
framed;  and  all 
the  people  rt* 
joierd  for  all  the 
glorious  things 
that  wot  done 
by  him* 


iB  Then  faid 
he,  ITnto  »hac 
is  the  kingdom 
of  God  Tike  f 
and  whereiinto 
frail  I  rdemble 

k* 

*p  It  i*  like  a 
grain  of  milliard* 
to H  whidt  a  man 
took  and  cail  in¬ 
to  hi*  garden  ; 
and  it  grew,  and 

waned  a  great 
tree  ,  and  the 
fowl*  of  the  air 
lodged  in  the 
bnsdM*  of  it* 
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them,  faying,  God  has  appointed  fix  days  in  the  week 
for  doing  all  manner  of  works;  and  therefore,  if  ye 
want  to  be  healed  of  any  diftempers,  ye  ought  to  come 
on  thofe  days  for  it,  and  not  on  the  fabbath  which  God 
has  appropriated  to  his  own  immediate  fervice* 

V£  Then  the  Lord  Jefoa  bimfelf,  taking  up  the  cairfe, 
replied,  O  hypocritical  pretender  to  a  mighty  zeal  for 
the  fan&ificatlon  of  the  fabbath,  that  you  may  defame 
the  divine  and  merciful  work  which  I  have  wrought  in 
this  cure !  Is  it  not  an  univerfal  and  allowed  practice 
among  you,  to  untie  and  let  out  your  qx,  your  af$,  or 
other  cattle,  and  to  lead  them  abroad  to  a  watering 
place  on  the  fabbath -day  l 

16  If  this  is  done  without  any  fcrtipleforthe  relief  of 
a  bead,  that  it  may  not  fuffer  fo  much  as  one  day's  third, 
is  it  not  (HU  more  evidently  and  unqueiUonably  lawful 
for  me,  merely  by  a  word  and  touch,  to  fet  a  woman 
at  liberty,  on  the  fabbath-day,  from  a  much  forer  di- 
ftrefe,  which  (he  had  been  affli&ed  with  for  eighteen 
yean  together;  efpeciaily  coufidering  that  fee  is  not 
only  3  rational  creature*  but  a  defeendant  from  your  fa* 
ther  Abraham^  and  a  daughter  of  thecovenant,  to  whom 
the  promife  of  Abrahonti  blcfling  belongs  ;  and  that 
what  was  done  for  her,  was  refeuing  her  out  of  Satan’s 
hands  who  had  fo  long  and  £6  cruelly  opprefled  her  ? 

17  The  force  of  this  dnfwcr  was  fo  exceeding  plain 
and  convincing,  that  all  his  enemies  were  entirely  baf¬ 
fled,  and  were  afhamed  that  any  of  them  had  made 
fuch  a  weak  and  frivolous  cavitas  could  hy  no  means 
be  fupported  with  the  lead  (hew  of  argument ;  And,  on 
the  contrary,  there  was  a  general  rejoicing  among  the 
common  people,  who  were -much  affected  at  the  glori¬ 
ous  appearance  of  Chrift’s  wifdom,  power,  and  mercy, 
in  what  he  had  done  and  fpoken  on  this  occaGon- 

18  Then  faid  our  Lord,  By  what  fit  emblem  ihall  t 
reprefent  the  rife  and  progress  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
as  it  relates  both  to  tnegofpel  in  the  world,  and  the 
work  of  grace  in  the  heart  £  Or  by  what  Gmilrtude  Ihall 

I  illtiftrate  it  to  you  ? 

19  u  It  may  be  compared  to  a  grain  of  muftard-feed, 

which  a  man  lowed  in  his  garden,  and 'which,  though 
it  is  one  of  the  leaf!  of  ail  feeds,  grew  up  to  a  tree, 
whofe  branches  were  large  enough  for  the  birds  of  the 
air  to  lodge  and  build  their  neltofn  them  the  gof- 

pel  of  the  kingdom,  which  in  the  firft  preaching  of  it 
is  confined  to  a  corner,  and  is  received  but  by  very  few, 
(hall,  in  due  ‘time,  fpread  through  the  world  of  Jcun 
and  Gentikf}  and  be  the  power  of  God  to  the  lalntion 

of 


ch.  ini. 


ia  And  again 
lie  Wlicrr- 

(yi  1  liken 

rlie  kingdom  of 

*i  If  is  like 
Icivtn,  which  a 
woman  took  and 
hid  in  three  mca- 
krtu  of  meal  f 
riil  the  frhole 
Ixwvtned* 


air  Airi  1  he 

wr<t  ihnmgh 
ths  evict  and 
villages  teaching, 
a  lid  joufthejrtng 
t  awards  Jerttfa- 
h  n. 

i  j  Then  /aid  one 
ui.»  him.  Lord, 

tre  there  few  that 
T:s  lived  t  And 

fald 

djTiWj 


14  Strive  to 

rnltr  id  at  the 
i'trait  gate ;  for 
niuiy,  I  £iy  mi* 

lo 
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of  multitudes  ;  and  the  work  of  grace  in  the  heart* 
which  ie  at  firft  fo  very  final!  as  to  be  hardly  percci  lia¬ 
ble,  (hail  gradually  increafe  and  flouriih,  to  ilie  joy  and 
encouragement  of  others^  as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of 
the  foul  hfelf  in  which  it  is  planted,  till  h  (hall  be  per* 
fe&ed  in  heaven, 

ao  Again  he  faid,  Bv  what  further  fimilituda  fhall  I 
reprefent  the  filent,  feerct,  and  efficnciou*  power  of  the 
gofpel,  and  of  the  grace  of  my  kingdom,  a$  one  is  the 
means  of  conveying  and  propagating  the  other  t 

2t  u  It  maj  be  compared  to  the  nature  of  leaven* 
which,  when  it  is  put,'  as  it  ufually  is  by  women,  into 
a  great  quantity  of  meal  or  dough,  ferments  anti  oiiTufes 
its  virtue  through  the  whole  mats/1 — So  t!it*  dciirine 
of  rhe  gofpcl  comes  not  with  outward  pomp  or  fh:w,  or 
human  authority  5  bu:  feoretiy  and  effectually  makes  its 
way  in  the  world,  and  into  the  hearts  of  men,  hv  a  di* 
vine  evidence  and  powt-r;  and  the  grace,  which  it  is 
the  means  of  begetting  in  the  foul,  fc crctly  and  cflec* 
tually  operates  there,  till  it  makes  a  thorough  change 
in  the  heart  atul  life*,  fo  that  old  things  pafs  away,  ami 
all  things  become  new,  and  grace  at  length  is  ptrfcfted 
in  gionr* 

22  After  this,  our  bkffcd  Lord,  who  was  indefati¬ 
gable  in  his  labours,  travelled  through  many  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  directing  his  courfe  toward  Jc- 
ru/alem*  and  preaching,  as  opportunities  offered,  in 
every  place  where  he  c*me. 

23  And  a  certain  perfon  faidto  him,  Lord,  are  there 
but  few  of  mankind  that  (hall  be  faved  f  but  \  Jefus, 
pcrfc£fcly  knowing  with  what  temper  of  mind  this  que- 
Ition  was  put,  waved  a  dire  it  and  pofitive  anfwiT,  that 
he  might  neither  gratify  curiofity,  nor  give  a  c.;p:ious 
heart r  any  advantage  again  ft  him  ;  and,  turning  to  the 
people,  took  this  occafloa  to  fay  to  them, 

24  Inftead  of  making  curious  inquiries  whether  few 
or  more  {hall  be  faved,  let  it  be  youi  chief  concern  that 
ye  vourfeives  may  be  of  the  happy  number  of  tholVr  who 
lhail  get  into  the  way  to  eternal  life,  the  entrance  into 
which  is  indeed  exceeding  flraic  and  difficult :  Be  dill* 
gent  in  your  attendance  on  the  mtniflry  of  the  word  * 
leek  after  an  experimental  acquaintance  with  the  only 
true  way  offalvauon  through  the  Mclfiah  5  wrcftle  ear* 
nclUy  wib  God  for  his  Spirit  to  teach  and  affiib  you,  to 
change  ^Qur  hearts,  and  to  give  you  faith  and  uptiit* 
ance;  and,  in  a  dependence  on  him,  fparc  no  time 
or  pains,  which,  by  his  grace,  may  fubferve  your  arri¬ 
val  to  everlafting  bappinefs.  For  I  afiure  you,  that 

Yol.  U.  ft  maoyj 
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to  you,  will  &  tit 

to  enter  in,  md 

Hull  not  be  able. 


Whenouee 
the  matter  of  the 

houft  is  rifon  up, 

ami  hith  (but  to 
the  door,  a*vi  ye 
be^ixi  to  tU fid 
n-itbout,  and  to 
knock,  at  the 
door  *  Ikying  * 
Lord,  Lord,  o- 

pta  unto  u*;  arul 
he  /hall  imwer 
and  /ay  unto 
you,  I  know  you 
not  whence  you 

ire ; 

ad  Then  fhall 
ye  berm  to  fay* 
We  ha  Ye  eaten 
and  drunk  in  thy 
prefence  ,  and 
thou  iiaft  laugh* 
ia  our  streets. 


a  7  But  he  (hall 
fay,  1  tdl  you, 
1  know  you  not 
whence  you  are: 
depart  from  me 
all  ye  workers  of 
iniquity* 


±9  There  flidl 
be  weeping  and 
gnafhi  ng  of  teeth, 
when  ye  fhaU  fee 
Abraham  t  and 
]fuc,  and  Jacob, 
and  all  the  pnv 
jihci;,  in  the 
kingdom  ofGod* 
anrt  you  «nr- 
fctvft  thru  ft  out. 


Tbs  EixmgtHjl  Luke farafhr&fid*  CfcxKL' 

many,  who  would  willingly  go  to  heaven*  feet  after  it* 
either  in  fuch  a  formal,  cold,  and  flothful  manner,  or 
by  fuch  miftaken  methods  which  their  own  ignorance 
and  carnality,  pride  and  prejudices,  fuggeft  to  them, 
that  they  will  never  be  able  to  obtain  it* 

2 5  And  if  ye  reft  Ihortof,  or  turn  afide  from,  the 
true  way  to  that  bleifcd  ftate  now,  it  will  quickly  be  too 
late  to  hope  for  admiflini)  thither  ;  For  though  at  prelent 
a  door  of  mercy  is  opened  before  you  in  the  gofpd,  and 
there  are  rich  encouragements  for  Itriving  to  enter  into 
it  by  faith;  yet,  as  foon  as  ever  the  great  Lord  of  his 
houfe  (hall  (hut  up  this  door  at  death  and  judgment,  it 
will  then  be  too  late  for  you  to  find  mercy,  how  earned 
and  importunate  foever  ye  may  be  for  it,  or  how  con¬ 
fidently  foeverye  may  expect  it :  For  he  will  turn  a  draf 
ear  to  all  your  cries,  and  tell  you,  to  your  everlalting 
confufion,  that  he  never  owned  or  approved  of  you  as 
his  real  difciplrs. 

26  Then,  full  of  confternation  at  your  miferaWe  rc~ 
pulfe,  ye  will  begin  to  plead  various  privileges  which 
ye  reded  in  here  as  if  they  would  be  your  paJTport  to 
heaven  hereafter :  Some  will  be  ready  to  urge,  that  they 
had  frequent  converfation  with  the  Lord  himfdf  upon 
earth,  were  admitted  into  his  company,  and  freely  eat 
and  drank  with  him,  and  heard  him  preach  in  their 
ftreets  1  and  others  will  think  to  make  a  merit  of  their 
Having  often  attended  upon  ftimons  and  prayers,  and 
gone  to  the  Lord’s  table,  and  made  a  drift  profdfion 
of  his  name* 

27  But  alas  1  he  will  n eve nh clefs  rejeft  you,  faying, 
with  awful  and  tremendous  vnajelty,  I  tell  you  that  I 
never  looked  upon  or  efteemed  you  as  my  true  difctples ; 
What  figmfied  all  your  external  privileges  and  profef- 
fions,  while,  under  the  power  of  unbelief,  ye  continu¬ 
ed  to  be  in  love  with  one  or  another  Jin,  and  to  go  on 
in  the  praftice  of  it  ?  Depart,  all  ve  habitual  impent* 
tentGnners,  from  my  hldTed  and  holy  prefence;  and 
be  gone  to  your  own  company,  to  (hare  with  them  in 
everlafting  torments* 

28  Then  anguifh  and  defpair,  thebitterefi  lamenta¬ 
tion  and  horror,  will  fetze  you,  like  perftms  howling 
and  grating  their  teeth  for  vexation  and  envy,  when  yc 
fhall  behold  the  famous  patriarchs,  Abraham,  lfaac+  and 
Jacob f  and  all  the  holy  men>  and  Servants  of  God,  tri¬ 
umphing  am  id  ft  the  exalted  houptita  and. delights  of  the 
heavenly  world;  and  at  tbe  fame  time  (hall  find  that  all 

Jrour  hopes  and  pleas  are  defeated,  and  that  ye  arc  vio- 
ently  pufljed  back  with  indignation,  though  ye  were  a 

people 


a.  xiiL 


10  And  they 

Hull  oobic  fmm 
the 

the  weft ,  2nd 
from  the  north* 
and  /rff™  the 
iluth,  and  ih*il 

fit  down  in  the 

kingdom  of  God. 


30  And  he  - 
hold  ,  three  *re 
tth'rh  Hull 
U  (lift.  Mid  thrre 

are  Juft  which 
IliJl  be  Uft* 


3*  The  fame 
day  there  c*me 
certain  of  the 
Phtrifeti,  frying 
unto  h[mf  Ga 
flee  out,  and  de* 
part  hence;  for 
Herod  will  ki U 
thee. 


31  And  he 
fhid  unto  them. 
Go  ye  and  tell 
that  fox,  Bd+old, 
I  c-ift  out  devita, 
ajttl  I  do  rurts 
to-d^y,  and  to¬ 
morrow. 


1  ' 
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people  v  I  fitly  id' covenant  with  God*  the  natural  feed 
of  glorified  faints,  and  the  children  of  the  promifc. 

29  Add  What  wilt  ftill  further  add  to  your  confter- 
dation  and  envy,  O  yc  unbelieving  will  be,  that 

while  ye  are  thus  difappointed and  reje£t,d  for  your  ob- 
flincy  and  wickednefe,  great  multitudes  of  the  GentiieS} 
being  made  by  faith  the  fpiritual  children  of  Abrabam9 
and  walking  ip  his  fteps,  ihall  come  from  all  parrs  and 
nations  of  the  earth,  and  be  admitted  to  a  ftate  of  rclt, 
UeJTcdnefs,  and  glory,  with  your  own  renowned  and 

godly  anceftors* 

.0  So  that,  O  ye  depth  of  the  riches  both,  of  the  wif* 
dom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  the  Gentilesy  who  fur  ma¬ 
ny  ages  were  not  his  people,  (hall  be  favoured  with  the 
rich  ulefiiTigs  of  the  gofpel;  and  the  Jfuu,  who  for¬ 
merly  were  his  people,  ftiall  be  rejected  lor  ibeii  impe¬ 
nitence  and  unbelief:  And  it  (hall  appear  it  the  day  of 
judgment,  th;:t  they  who  feemed  in  human  view  to  be 
at  the  Ltmoft  diftance  from  heaven  and  Ieufl  likely  to 
get  thither,  (hail  at  length  obtain  it  through  faith  in 
the  Saviour  of  Ifrad\  and  they  who  feem  to  ftand 
faired  for  heaven,  (hall,  for  their  iniquities,  fail  fhorz 
of  it* 

31  The  fame  day  came  Ibme  of  the  Ph&rtfets%  Quiffs 
moll  inveterate  and  implacable  enemies,  who  envied 
his  growing  reputation  among  the  people,  and  wanted 
Jo  get  rid  of  him  3  and  they,  hoping  to  fcare  him  out 

Gafitetf  told  him,  It  would  be  his  wife  ft  way  to  batt¬ 
en  out  of  ffttod’z  jurittli£tion»  becaufe  he  had  formed  a 
deCgn  again*1  his  life,  ami  was  feeling  an  opportunity 
to  apprehend  and  put  him  to  death,  as  he  did  John  the 
B&ptift* 

32  But  our  Lord  was  fo  far  from  being  intimidated 
hy  this  malicious  and  artful  inGiumion,  th^t  he  boldly 
replied,  Te  may  go,  if  yc  pleafe,  ro  that  fubtile  con¬ 
triver  *,  who,  like  a  crafty  fox,  thinks  to  remove  me 
from  his  neighbourhood  by  ftratagera,  whiUt  be  dare 
not  attempt  my  life. ;  and  ye  may  tell  h:m  from  me,  tha% 
let  him  do  his  word,  I  am  not  afraid  of  hiiru  but  (hall 
go  on  whh  my  work  for  fome  time  ftill :  My  triumph 
over  devils  in  catting  them  cut,  my  ccmp'j&an  ro  the 

fide 


NOTE. 

*  Though  this  dishonourable  appellation  had  liberty  and  commiflion  t 0  reprove^  and 
«r  a  pri n*ii  fr^ni  2  private  per  (on  might  ‘that  Jharply,  the  greeted  prince  npuiv 
be  thou^hr  opprobrious  lan'O-iapej  and  a  re-  earth,  according  to  «'hat  God  frvd  to 
Vibgaf  tlic  mien  of  the  people,  contrary  jmebt  feh,  t  17*  18,);  and  ilie  name  which 
tu  .God’s  vet  it  not  fo  10  Chrift*  Chtilt  give  litrad  mod  fitly  agreed  to  bis 
licrvin  af\ oi  muter  the  dia  rafter  oi  j.  crafty  chatiftu*  Hi  t  Conduct*  p*r.icu]irly  0* 
prophet ;  and  iu,  by  virile  of  his  after,  this  ccciijOia  „ 


14# 

morrow,  amt  the 
third  day'l  fhall 
be  perfected  4 


33  Wr  vert  ho 
Irik,  I  tnuU  v  aik 
ta-dj^  and  tu- 
raurrotf,  and  the 
day  following  v 
for  U  cannot  \* 
that  a  praplia 
petifh  out  of  Jo 
t^Jem* 


34  0  Jem  fa  - 
hn,  Jerusalem  * 
which  killeil  the 
prophets  t  acd 
/Weft  them  that 
are  fcui  unto 
ibee:  how  often 
Utmld  I  have  p- 
thertd  thy  chil¬ 
dren  together,  is 
a  hen  doth  fioshtr 
h«r  brood  under 
her  w\*g%  and  ft 
would  not/ 
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fick  in  healing  them,  and  my  preaching  to  the  people, 
mult  be  carried  on  *  a  little  longer :  And  at  the  time 
appointed  of  my  Father,  which  is  very  near  approaching, 
I  lhall  firtilh  the  work  that  he  gave  me  to  do  on  earth, 
lhali  be  perfectly  qualified  for,  and  confecrated  to,  the 
remainder  of  my  office,  by  my  fuffe  rings  and  death,  and 
fhvill  be  as  willing  to  die,  a  iaciificc  for  fin,  as .  Herod 
can  be  to  kill  me. 

33  However,  in  the  mean  while,  be  bis  deligos  or 
tbreatnings  what  they  will,  they  arc  all  vain  and  impo¬ 
tent :  I  mail,  according  to  divine  appointment,  purftie 
my  journey,  (ver.  22  )  and  go  on  a  little  longer  in  my 
Father’*  bulincfs ;  and  I  Hull  not  fall  by  Herod*  hands 
in  Galilee  :  For  as  God  has  fore-ordained  the  place,  as 
well  as  the  time,  of  my  death  j  fo  no  prophet  can  be 
tried  and  executed,  under  pretence  of  law,  in  any  other 
place  than  Jerufaletx ,  where  the  great  conncil  fit,  who 
claim  the  power  of  judging  about  the  Lord's  prophets, 
and,  by  long  prrfci iption,  have  exetcifed  it  in  murder¬ 
ing  them. 

34  Hereupon  our  blelFed  Lord,  as  a  holy  man  and 
afFc£Honate  miniftcr,  took  occafion  to  lament  over  Jc~ 
ritfolem,  faying,  with  a  moll  tender,  earnell,  and  mo¬ 
ving  pathos,  O  Jervfalem ,  Jervfaientt  who  odcc  wert 
the  holy  and  beloved  city,  but  no.w  art  become  defpe- 
rately  and  incorrigibly  wicked,  even  unto  the  murder¬ 
ing  of  the  prophets  of  the  Lord,  and  cruelly  perfecting 
his  meflengers  of  peace  \  in  which  you  will  go  on,  to 
fill  tip  the  meafure  of  your  iniquity,  by  putting  mc  and 
m y  followers  to  death  1  How  often  have  I  initruQcd, 

cautioned,  reproved,  encouraged,  and  expaftulatcd  with 

your  inhabitants,  and  ufed  all  manner  of  convincing 
and  engaging  methods  to  bring  them  into  my  fell,  that 
rhey  like,  chickens  under, the  wings  of  an  hen,  might 
be  fe  cured  from  the  dcilrultion  which  -would  other  wile 
come  upon  them,  and  might  be  cherilhed  and  comfort¬ 
ed  with  my  mercy  and  falvatioii  1  But  al&ltbcy  would 
not  come  to  me  that  they  might  have  life,  nor  would 
they  that  I  Ihould  n»ign  over  them  >  and  ye,  their  teach- 


MOTE. 


*  7W«y,  fo-mertov,'  oxi  Ik  ifcrrf  iajt  of  ful  ration,  amsnlmg  to  the  common  oft 

be  under  flood  to  fignify  a  htikti* rr,  of  this  word  as  panlculuiy  in 

and  not  prccifcly  fucti  .a  mimbcr  of  duys  :  Hrh  ii.  to.  St  f*  8,  p,  io,  &  rii,  ay,  i8,  ; 
For  ia  the  next  verie  Ghritt  fpealts  of  bis  and  U  k  the  fiu»c  word  which  ii  u/ed  in  thtf 
continuing  to  wall  on  the  day  after  the  Scptimgiat  to  fighify  the  amfecracion  of 
jaovtowi  h  herteL*  here  he  fpeaksaf  his  be*  Asm  and  the  legal  prisfts  to  theifoJEecd 
ing  perftltrd  on  the  third  day,  which  f*c-  Hot  it  was  mm y  days  after  thrift  /poke 
ULet  to  his  fin  if  hW  the  work  of  redemp*  this,  that  be  continued  to  week,  before  be 
tion,  and*bcing  coblecruced  by  death  to  his  waj  crucified* 
o/Bc*,  wourgrtit  Jij^h-Prksl  and  Captsjil 


Ml 

Co.  n«. 
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*rs  and  rulers,  would  neither  go  into 'my  kingdom  your* 
-felres,  nor  fuffer  your  difeipiej  and  dependents  to  en¬ 
ter  into  it.' 


35  BeticU  , 
par  home  i!  teft 
unto  yoo  drfr- 
Ute:  aid,  verily, 

1  fay  unru  put 

Ye  (hall  not  fre 
mr  t  until  the 
time  come  when 
ye  (hall  Cay,  flW- 
H'd  is  he  that 
cumeih  in  the 

Banc  of  di€ 

Lord, 


IS  Behold  tbereforenow  with  dread  andaftonifliment, 
and  know  for  certainty,  that  your  temple  and  city,  the 
houfe  of  God  1  and  your  own  houivs,  are  configned 
over  to  final  and  utter  dcftruftioni  which  fliall  quickly 
lay  them  defolate:  And  I  afluredly  tell  you,  that  the 
time  h aliens  apace,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth.  xxiiu  59.) 
when  I  will  vifit  J^rn/alem  in  mercy  no  more  ;  and  ye 
fiiail  never  fee  me  again,  til),  as  an  emblem  of  my  laft 
awful  and  glorious  appearing,  I  fhall  come,  to  dellroy 
it:  Then  ye  will  have  quite  other  thoughts  of  me  than 
ye  now  have,  and  be  forced  to  own  that  I  am  the  blcf- 
fed  one  and  the  Tent  of  God,  whom  ye  treated  as  an  im- 
poftor,  and  loaded  with  a  curfe ;  and  then  ye  would  be 
glad  to  he  found  among  thofe  who  fhall  bid  me  welcome 
and  embrace  me  as  their  Saviour* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


How  ftuniM  we  guard  againft  uncharitable  centres  of  others,  with  refped  to 
the  judgments  of  God  falling  upon  them  1  And  how  much  rather  lhould  wc  go 
into  n  humbling  -fenfe  of  our  own  iniquities  and  obnirxioufnefH  to  his  wrath, 
whufc  exaft  retributions  of  juftice  are  reser  ved  for  the  world  to  oauic  !  In  the 
mean  while*  he  takes  notice  of  alt  the  ftafons  and  means  of  grace  that  we  en¬ 
joy,  and  of  all  our  un  profit  ahlenefs  under  them :  But  as  long  a?,  through  the 
mediation  of  Chrift,  the  gofpd  is  continued  to  ust  there  is  room  for  hope  of 
others;  and  wherever  it  is  received  in  truth,  and  is  the  means  of  producing  a 
principle  pf  grace  in  the  foul,  it  ihatl  flmmfh  and  prevail  to  a  thorough  change 
in  heart  arid  fife,  like  the  growth  of  a  grain  of  mustard- Led,  and  the  efficacy  of 
leaven  in  tncal.  But  God’s  patience  will  not  always  laft  towards  incorrigible 
tinners;  their  abufcs  of  gofpeh opportunities  will,  fooner  or  liter,  turn  to  their 
righteous  and  utter  ruin:  Then  they  would  be  glad  of  the  fid  vat  ion  which  they 
before  ncgkfled ;  but  all  thgir  cries  for  mercy  then  wiii  be  in  vain;  all  their 
hopes  and  pleas  from  external  privileges,  and  pretences  to  rvligioii,  will  be  de¬ 
feated;  and  thete  will  be  none  to  intercept:  for  them;  This  will  be  the  awful 
churiition  of  vaft  multitudes,  But  of  how  much  greater  is  it  Ut  us,  to  Cock  in 
good  earned  after  our  own  fa! ration,  than  to  indulge  curious  qu;  ftions  about 
the  fewnefs  of  thgip  that  fhall  be  laved !  And  yet,  to  quicken  our  diligence  and 
dependence  upon  God’s  grace,  and  to  raifr  our  admiration  and  praiie,  if  we  are 
made  partakers  of  it,  we  fhould  remember  that  the  number  of  thefc  is  very 
fmalh  compared  with  thofe  who  will  be  loft;  and  that  God  maintains  fneh  a  wife 
ami  holy  foverdgnty  in  bellowing  his  favours,  that  the  leaft  likely,  in  human  nc*- 
count,  many  times  freely  receive  them  in  his  way,  whiift  others,  more  likely, 
fall  fliurt  of  them.  And  O  what  rich  encouragement  have  we  to  hope  and  try  ftn 
mercy,  while  we  are  in  the  way  of  it,  and  fueh  an  almighty  gracious  Saviour  as 
Chrift  is  fet  before  us  :  How  gfKtiike  was  his  power  and  gnodnefs,  in  his  nurn- 
rulous  cures,  to  prove  his  divine  character;  and  what  .1  lively  emblem  did  he 
therein  give  of  bis  tender  companion  to  ihofe  that  are,  and  have  been,  long* 
]  <  1  wed  down  in  fpirir,  under  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan  !  He  prevents  them 
with  his  grace,  and  commands  their  deliverance How  indefatigable  was  be  in 
his  labours  and  preaching  t  What  an  honour  did  lie  put  upon  public  worfltip, 
**nd  fabbath  folcmnitks  I  And  with  what  wlfdom  did  he  fettle  the  Jaw  oi  God’s 


Indy-day,  that  wrks  of  pi-sty  and  m nr y  may  be  attended  to  thereon  !  How 
*»id  he  clcfpilg  the  terrors  uf  rnwi ;  and  Uow  vviibugly  did  he  hhnfclf  up  to 


the 
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the  ivnrft  of  deaths,  to  make  atonement  for  fio  J  Hut  till  his  time  was  come* 
no  pnwe rs  on  earth  were  able  to  deftroy  him*  What  lonjj-fuflCTmg  and  howeta 
of  a*ivp:ilTnm  d*d  lie  ihew  to  litmers ;  what  a  variety  of  endearing  methods  did 
h\-  <;Jl'  to  win  upon  them !  And  who  can  think  of  ftech  a*  are  fruity  obflinatc 
and  impair  tent,  and  tvd*  like  the  tender-hearted  Jefua,  mourn  ov^rthem*  in 
that  thev  wilfully  rcieft  him  and  his  gofpel*  and  reColutely  prrlift  in  their  fins 
with  high  aqpravjtiuiis,  for  which  their  dcfLru&ioD  at  fait  wit)  be  iofuppqrtabls 
and  u»  avoidable* 


CHAP.  XIV. 


Chrifl  cures  a  dropfyy  and  vindicates  bis  doing  it  on  the  fobbatbday, 
I , — 6,  His  Ujfon  of  humility^  7,- —  IK  Of  charity  to  the  poort 

I2»— 14.  The  parable  of  t/se  gurflt  invited  to  a  great  fuppert  15, 
— 24.  A  defer  ipthn  cf  true  difhiplejbip>  25, — 33.  And  the  differ* 
cues  between  good  and  had  mini/lers  and  proifeffors ,  34,  33. 


Tixt* 

AND  11  Cl  Tt\a 
la  pari;,  £$  he 
xvtni  into  l 
hoctfc  of  one  o{ 
the  chief  Pha- 
to  eat 
hn-id  on  rhefib- 
ha:  b  -  djyT  1  hiit 
they  witched 

him* 


x  And  behold, 
there  uu  a  cer¬ 
tain  man  before 
him  which  had 
the  <1  reply, 

3  And  Jefus 
antwring  fpafce 
tn:o  ihc  lawyers 
and  Pharilccs, 
faying,  TskLu*- 
fuL  to  heit  on  the 
Abbath-day  ■ 

4  Aiwi  they 
Jit-id  riwir  pett. 
And  he  moh  him 
and  liiakd  him, 
sad  In  bam  go. 


PjRaPHJUSE. 

/^UR  Lord  being  invited  (ver,  12-)  on  a  certain  fab- 
^  barb-day  to  a  neceffary  refr /fement,  at  Che  houfe 
of  a  great  man  *,  who  was  a  Pbarifte  ;  he  cuiutcoufly 
accepted  the  invitation,  and  went  in  to  take  ft  meal 
with  him ;  But  feme  of  that  fetl,  and  feveral  doctors  of 
the  law,  being  prefent,  narrowly  watched  him,  as  ufu* 
al,  {Mark  iii.  2*)  to  fee  if  he  woqld  do  any  thing  con* 
trary  to  their  rules  about  the  fabjmh,  that  they  might 
take  an  occaCon  to  accufe  and  reproach  him* 

2  And  a  remarkable  opportunity  offered  to  try  him. 
For  at  that  time  there  was  prefent  f  a  poor  miferabtc 
man,  who  was  grievoufly  affltded  with  tfie  dropfy  ; 

3  And  as  Chrift,  in  his  womed  companion,  deter* 
mined  tq  heal  him,  but  knew  the  captious  defigns  of  the 
feribes  and  Phariftesy  he,  anfwcring  to  their  inmolt 
thoughts,  adted  them,  Whether  it  were  contrary  to  the 
law  of  God  to  do  fuch  an  a£t  'of  mercy  and  charity,  as 
to  heal  a  dilWeri  iqan  on  the  fabbathrday  t 

4  They  not  knowing  how  to  make  a  defensible  reply, 
confiftem  with  tbeir  fpperftitious  rites  about  tbc  obfer- 
vation  of  the  fabbith,  chofe  to  be  filent :  And  therefore 
Chrift,  wirhoiiE  more  ado,  took  the  dropfical  man  a  fide, 
to  avoid  oAe ntation,  and  laying  bis  hand  upon  him, 

reduced  his  fwoln  body  to  its  proper  fhape 
and  bulk  in  an  inllant ;  and  then  fent  him  away  in  per¬ 
fect  health,  that  the  Phari/eej  might  not  uafrel  with 
him  for  futferiog  htmfeif  to  be  cured  on  that  day. 

t  Then 

NOTES, 


*  H*  Items  to  have  been  one  of  tbe  f  He  probably  came  there,  hoping  fqr  a 

fanhrrtriro,  juid  a  cjikf  rabr  In  cJjc  ijrm-  cult ^  or  peihiu  wascite<|f  tbc  fiindT. 

pa®.  ,  '  . 1 


4 


Ch.xiv: 

I  ABdmAvcr- 
cdthtm,  faying, 
AVhirii  of  you 
frill  have  an  afs 


or  an  ox 
into  a  pit,  aod 
will  no(  ftrei^ht- 
vi y  pull  him  out 
on  the  JLbbatb- 
tUy, 

tf  And  they 
could  not  anlvcr 
jhixn  again  to 
thefe  thing*. 

7  And  ne  put 
forth  a  parable 
to  thofc  which 
utre  bidden  , 
»hen  He  marked 
bow  they  elude 

out  the  chief 
*00 mi  *  faying 
unto  1  hem, 

4  When  thnu 
an  bidden  of  any 
man  to  a  wed¬ 
ding  ,  lit  not 
dowf  n  iu  the  high¬ 
lit  mom  i  kit  a 
more  honourable 
man  than  thoit 
be  bidden  of 

him  * 

p  And  he  that 
bade  thee  and 
liim,  come  aod 
fay  to  thee.  Give 
this  man  pheef 
and  thou  begin 
,whti  fhuae  to 
take  the  lowed 
room* 

j 

to  Hut,  when 
thou  art  bidden# 
go  and  Ct  down, 
in  the  Weft 
room,  that  when 
he  that  bade  thee 
cometh,  he  may 
&y  unto  tbre , 

go  np 
higher  then  fh^lc 
thou  bare  wor- 

Ffr  u 

Gup  to  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  them 
that  Cl  xt  meat 
with  thee, 

1 1  for  uho- 
fbercr  cxdicth 
Iitinfrlf  fhall  he 
abided ;  and  he 
that  humbkth 
Mmfclf  fall  be 
exalted. 


The  Evangel#  Luke  paraphra/ed,  151 

5  Then  Jefus,  turning  again  to  the  Pharifeett  faid, 
Who  is  there  of  you  all,  that,  if  bis  ox  or  his  afs  were 
fallen  into  a  pit,  would  make  any  Temple  even  of  ta¬ 
king  great  pains  to  poll  it  out,  on  the  fabbath«day  ?  none 
of  you  would  refufe  td  do  this,  or  think  there  were  any 
harm  in  it.  Ye  cannot  therefore,  without  the  greateft 
partiality  and  injuflice,  count  me  guilty  of  any  crime, 
in  only  ftretebing  forth  my  hand  to  heal  a  poor  diftref- 
fed  man,  in  danger  of  his  life,  on  the  fabbath-day? 

6  And  there  was  fuch  undeniable  evidence  in  this 
way  of  reafoning,  that  they  were  all  confounded,  and 
could  not  reply  a  word  a  gain  ft  it. 

7  Out  Lord  observing,  that  when  the  invited  guefts, 
efpecially  thofe  of  the  feribet  and  Pharifecst  came  to 
place  thcmfclves  at  the  table,  every  one  ftrove  for  the 

upper  hand,  endeavouring  to  get  the  higheft  feat,  he 
took  occafion  from  thence,  as  from  a  proper  fimilitude, 
to  reprove  their  pride,  and  recommend  the  excellence 
and  advantage  of  humility,  faying, 

8,  9  When  any  of  you  arc  invited  to  a  wedding,  or 
other  public  feat);,  do  not  put  forward  for  the  htghcft 
place,  vainly  conceiting  yourfclf  to  be  worthy  of  it  ;  left 
there  fhould  he  feme  other  gueft  of  higher  rank,  by  his 
age,  ftation,  or  qualifications,  and  thereupon  the  maftcr 
of  the  feaft  fhould,  out  of  due  refpeft  to  him,  coma 
and  defire  you  to  let  him  takeyourfeat ;  and  To  you  Ihonld 
he  expofed  to  contempt  before  all  the  company,  and 
be  forced  with  confufion  and  difgrace  to  remove  lower. 

to  Bu4  on  the  Other  hand,  whenever  you  have  fuch 
an  invitation,  chufe  to  fet  yourfelf  in  one  of  the  loweft 
feats,  with  a  due  fenfe  of  your  own  unwonhinefs,  and 
with  a  preference  of  others ;  that  when  the  maftcr  of 
the  houib  obferves  it,  be  may  defire  you,  in  a  refpect- 
fui  manner,  to  remove  to  a  more  honourable  place : 
This  will  procure  you  much  efteem  and  reputation  a- 
mong  all  that  Avail  be  at  table  with  yon.  And  as  in 
this,  fo  in  all  other  actions  of  life,  let  your  behavir 
toward  God  and  man  be  with  all  humblencfs  of  mind 
and  becoming  modefty. 

II  For  whofoever  is  wife  and  deferving  in  his  own 
conceit,  and  would  take  honour  to  himfelf  before  the 
Divine  Majcfly,  or  fellow-creatures,  (hall  certainly  have 
contempt  poured  upon  him  ;  God  will  abhor  and  bring 
him  low;  and  men  will  defpife  and  difdain him:  But 
whoever  is  of  an  humble  fpirit,  abafing  himfvlf  at  the 
foot  of  God  under  a  fenfe  of  his  own  nothlnguefs  and' 
vilenefs,  and  preferring  others  to  himfelf,  he  fhall  be 
highly  honoured  of  God  and  mart.  {Pm*  xxix.  23.) 

■  12  Then 


iSa 

ti  Then  faid 
lie  cilb  to  him 
that  hade  hiin, 
When  tliwi  IM 
ku!^  *  dinner  or 
a  fopper  i  uU 

not  tUv  frir.iid*, 

y  p 

nwtliykrHhrm, 

rei^r  thy  kinf- 

uk  nt  iior  ;3y  rich 

mt^hhourc  ;  Left 

i lie.  j.Lo bid  thee 
■ 

ajpii,  and  a  re- 
co^pcocc  be 

made  ihce. 


r  a  Tint  'when 

thou  tn  kr|l  a 
ftolt ,  ra(|  the 
poor*  the  in  Jim- 
td,  the  Umr,  tlitf 
-  blind* 


f-1  And  thou 
ftnt  he  h:efE:d ; 
for  i‘«y  pnnot 
rrc»j'if>ewt!irc: 

fur  ihou  llwlt  he 

tv  compelled  at 
the  rrfii  rre£ih  ip 
of  the  jvilL 


IS  And  wk^n 
On*  of  them 
that  ftr  at  meat 
Uith  him  heatd 
thcCe  lhin^T  h? 
(aid  unto  him, 
JUciTcd  h  lie  that 
foal  I  cat  bread  in 
the  kingdom  of 
UP* 


The  EvangtTifl  LtTKK  paraphres/ed.  .Ch.  livC 

■ 

12  Then  Jefus,  obferviiig  what  fort  ofgudh  were 
at  table  with  him,  turned  to  the  Pharifoe  who  invited 
him,  and  fa  id,  When  you  defign  to  make  an  entertain¬ 
ment,  it  you  would  have  it  pleating  to  God,  and  real* 
ly  advantageous  to  yourfelf,  do  not  confine  it  to  your 
fr'eiid^  and  ncareft  kindred,  nor  to  your  rich  neigh* 
hours  and  acquaintance,  cxclufiveof  others,  to  the  waft¬ 
ing  of  your  fubftance,  and  hindering  your  liberality* 
where  it  may  be  ner tied  ;  tior  be  fond  of  making  lump* 
tuous  ;tnd  collly  feafts,  char  your  great  ami  wealthy 
-friends  and  relations  may  honour  your  table,  and  ad* 
mire  iis  elegancy;  left  they  retaliate  your  bounty,  by 
/calling  you  wkh'tbeir  dainties  again,  and  that  be  the 
whole  ot  your  reward*  For  all  this  is  only  feeding  your 
own  fclfithneft,  pride,  and  luxury, 

13  But  when  you  make  a  feaft,  let  it  ordinarily  be  of 
good,  wholefomcj  and  -left  cofily  food;  and  invite  cr 
fend  portions  of  it  to  thofe  (Nsh.  vfii*  ro.)  that  are  reaU 
ly  in  want,  fuch  as  the  poor,  the  maimed,  the  lame, 
and  the  blind ;  who  arc  objefls  of  great  companion,  and 
unable  to  provide  for  thrmfciVes, 

14  And  though  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  thefe  to  re* 
turn  the  i.imz  fort  of  lundnefs  to  you,  ye  fliall  □  ever  the* 
left  be  blcflVd  m  the  beft  manner,  for  they  will  hlcft 
OiJtl  for  you ;  and,  being  fenfible  that  they  have  noo- 
rhtr  wav  to  make  you  amendsvwiH  pray  for  bis  bkffing 
upon  you,  (fob  xxix.  13.)*  And,  you  being  found  a- 
mong  the  righteous,  he  will  own  and  honour  th^fe  cha¬ 
rities,  and  grjemufly  reward  them,  if  not  in  this  wasld* 
yet  wi(h  rich  advantage  at  (he  general  judgment.  Bhfo 
fod  are  the  merciful^  for  they  jbdli  obtain  merty%  (Mat* 

V.  7.) 

15  Now  one  of  them  *no  fat  at  table  feemej  to  be 
.  much  aflfc&ctl  with  this  difeourfe  \  and}  breaking  oat 

in  a  fort  of  ccflacy,  laid  to  Jefup,  They  are  bleflcd  in* 
deed  that  11] ail  *  (hare  in  the  privileges  and  pleafures  of 
the  Mcdiah’s  kingdom  on  earth,  and  (hall  be  admitted 
to  all  the  delightful  enreminments  of  the  heaven!* 
^voild  at  the  refurrefUon  of  the  jail. 

|6  T* 


NOTE. 


*  To  cat  Jr was  *  urail  pht\iic  for  a 
meal,  whether  of- common,  or  defi- 
cinni  ptorifii'ns,  (*  ix.  t,  aud  vib  i  7* 
find  Pnw.  in.  y*)  And  as  the  company 
fee fr  nov  at  uMc,  and  Chr-IVsdiftourfe  had 
turned  upon  fp*riti»i  luKji in  allufioit 
tij  a  Cr.tft  ;  the  advantages  of  religion  here, 
fnd  the  fclf&4uf£>  f>f  h«»»«n  fecrtatipr,  «r< 


vrry  Ica/brsibJy  esprelfi.il  by  the  jneutpho^, 
of  eating  bread  in  the  kirvEdpm  of  Godt 
Though,  as  fom?  tdi  us,  tlus  was  a  Ikying 
common  amonp  rhe  fwpi  Bjarx? 

days  j  and  if  pmbabli,  chat  ihj>  pun  had 
faml  notions  about:  the  hem  tiers  of 

■*>ep  m 


Cbvxir.  ' 

x*  Then  find 
he  unto  him,  A 
certain  man  made 
*  fcrvat  flipper, 
jiuu  Udf  Euia/ t 


The  Evangehfi  Lines  far&phraftd.  153 

i$  To  this  our  Lord  replied,  What  you  fay  is  very 

true ;  my  kingdom  is  full  of  bleflings,  though  many 
defpife  and  rejeft  them  ;  a$  may  be  represented  in  the 
following  parable,  A  certain  man  made  a  great  frail, 
which,  as  ufual,  was  atfupper,  and  invited  many  guelte. 
So  Chrift,  now  in  the  end  of  the  world,  has  made  plen¬ 
tiful  provifions  of  gofpel- grace  for  fpiritual  refreflunent 
and  perfeft  happinefs,  that  linners  may  be  holy  here 
and  bhrfll-d  for  ever  $  and  he  freely  invites  all  that  hear 
the  gofpel,  beginning  with  the  JauiJb  nation,  to  accept 
thole  rich  provilions  for  their  prefent  relief  and  comfort, 
and  for  theit  eternal  falvation. 


17  And  {cot 
hfc  it 

fuijptrrd  ,  to 

{■J.V  to  111 C(T1  tlttft 

bidden  , 
Come  ;  for  iilL 

ihibgb  JlTL  now 

ie*ly* 


find  thej 
nil  with  one  ma* 

u*t  bcp*n  to 

nuke  exccfe/The 
fir  ft  laid  vn  - 

to  him,  I  have 
bright  t  piece  <\f 
firtHUld ,  in4  I 
imift  nerd*  go 
aviifrtiti  tprvy 
ti'oc  have  me  ex- 
tuierf* 

ip  And  ?no 
tier  fa  id,  1  have 
It in  five  yoke 
of  ox^n,  arwl  ] 

go  rp  prove 
thefn  ;  I  pray 
i!ht  have  me  cx- 
euft-d  - 

20  And  ano- 
therfaid,  f  have 
married  a  rife, 
and  therefore  I 

M 

pnoot  mine. 


17  And  when  the  feat!  wav  fully  prepared,  and  bat 
few  of  the  guefts  were  come  in,  the  matter  fent  his  Ser¬ 
vant  again  to  them  who  had  been  invited,  to  let  them 
know  that  all  things  were  now  ready  for  their  enter  tain- 
me  nr,  and  to  bid  them  come  without  any  further  de¬ 
lay.  So  Chrift  having  called  the  fetus  by  his  peribnal 
mini  dry  and  by  the  preaching  of  his  fervants,  whom  he 
fent  to  the  cities  of  fade  a ,  with  little  fuccefs,  he  cum¬ 
in  iffioned  the  apofllcs  and  evangel  i  ft  a,  after  his  refur - 
reft  ion,  to  renew  hia  gracious  invitation,  and  to  allure 
them  that  now  all  things  were  thoroughly  prepared,  that 
the  work  of  redemption  was  a£lually  finifhed,  that  the 
Spirir  was  ■poured  out  from  on  high  to  bear  witnefs  and 
give  efficacy  to  it,  and  that  he  was  fttll  willing  to  re¬ 
ceive  every  one  who  fhoutd  come  hy  faith  to  him.  And 
this  is  the  language  of  the  gofpel,  wherever  it  is  preach¬ 
ed  *. 

1 8,  19,  20  And  yet  the  invited  guefls,  as  it  were 
hy  common  con  fent,  put  off  their  coming,  upon  vari¬ 
ous  pretences :  One  alledged,  that  he  had  lately  bought 
a  piece  of  ground,  and  mutt  needs  go  to  fee  how  the 
bargain  was  like  to  prove ;  and  therefore  begged  to  be 
excufed :  Another  pleaded,  that  he  had  juft  bought  five 
yoke  of  oxen,  and  mill  go  to  try  whether  they  were  fit 
for  his  hufinefs ;  and  therefore  de fired  that  he  might  be 
excufed:  And  another  infilled,  that  he  was  lately  mar¬ 
ried;  and  therefore  peremptorily  declared,  he  could  not 

So  the  Jev/s  in  general,  and  the  feribes  and 


come. 


Pharifees  in  particular,  and  many  others  that  fit  under 
the  gofpel,  rsj eft  its  gracious  invitations,  upon  frivolous 
and  carnal  pretences}  fome  preferring  their  worldy 
gains  and  advantages,  and  othrrs  their  lenfual  cafe  and 
pleafure,  to  Chrift  and  the  bleflings  of  eternal  life  $  and 

all 


W  p  T  E. 

•  Though  this  parable  primarily  rcbica  perfons  to  ell  of  the  world  to  trhoai 
to  thetallifijr  of  the  T™ j,  lod  afetm-ardi  Cbrifl  GrjitU  hit  g«>fpeL 
gf  tile  Gfnzfctt  yet  it  is  applicable  to 


%.%  Sathttlcr- 
vart  came,  and 
fhcwed  his  lord 
thcfc  things  « 
'ftm  the  raaAcr 
of  the  houfc,  lie* 

i»2  *»ff 7  » 
to  his  lerv&nt. 

Go  oat  quitLty 

into  the 

and  lanes  of  the 

Gty,  and  bring 

in  hither  the 

poor*  and  *  the 

maimed,  and  tlie 

halt  ,  and  the 

blind. 


u  And  the 
fervant  fatd  , 
Lord,  tt  if  done 
as  ihovtuAcom* 
mandcd^f.nd  yet 
there  Is  room. 


%  i  And  the 
lord  fakL  unto 
the  frrvant.  Go 
oat  "  into  tbe 
high  *  ways  and 
hedges,  and  com¬ 
pel  them  to  come 
in  ,  that  my 
boute  may  be  fil¬ 
led. 


'The  Evangels/}  LbK£  paraphrased.  Ch.  rrv» 

■  " 

all  unbelievers  are  for  fhiftirig  off  a  prefent  attention 
to  his  oils,  which  carries  in  it  a  real  denial,  though 

they  arc  athamed  in  plain  terms  to  avow  it. 

21  The  fervanr,  returning  to  his  lord,  reported  the 
fevcral  excufes  they  had  made:  And  the  mailer  of  the 
fcaft,  being  provoked  at  their  ingratitude  and  contempt) 
ordered  him  to  go  immediately  into  the  public  parts  of 
the  city,  and  invite  the  poor,  rhe  maimed,  the  halt  and 
bjind  whom  he  might  meet  with  there.  So  the  mini* 
tiers  of  Chrift  give  him  an  account,  with  grief,  in  their 
prayers,  of  the  anfuccefsfulneis  of  their  labours,  faying. 
Lord  we  are  a  favour  of  death  unto  death  to  manf  ; 
they  will  not  heir  and  receive  our  meffage:  And  he, 
being  highly  offended  with  daofe  firft  refufers  of  his 
grace.  Cent  his  fervants  to  the  difperfed  Jews  and  the 

Gentile  profelytes,  to  preach  the  gpfpel  to  them,  and 
even  to  the  mod  defpi cable  people,  who  make  but  lit- 
rfe  figure  in  the  world,  and  are  remarkably  ignorant, 
impotent,  and  miferable. 

22  And  when  the  Cervant  had  executed  this  commif* 
fion  with  fome  fuccels,  he  laid  to  his  mailer,  Lord,  thy 
orders  have  been  obeyed,  and  fome  are  come  in,  and 

yet  there  is  room.  So  upon  preaching  the .  gofpel  to 
thofe  Jews  and  profelytes,  many  of  them  believed  $  and 
the  fervants  of  Cbrift  rgoicp  to  cell  him  of  the  fuccefs 
of  their  mtniftry,  whenever,  by  his  grace,  their  preach¬ 
ing  is  made  a  favour  of  life  to  life;  and  this  revives 
their  hearts,  and  encourages  their  pleas,  that  ftill  there 

is  room  for  more  in  the  church,  and  in  die  heavenly 
man  lions,  which  are  not  yet  full,  and  in  the  grace  of 
God  and  merit  of  the  Redeemer,  which  are  not  yet  ex- 
haufted. 

23  Then  the  lord  of  the  feaft  ordered  his  fervant  to 
go  into  the  high  roads  and  hedges  without  the  city,  and 
to  be  very  earnefl  with  even  the  beggars,  and  the  coun¬ 
try  people  there,  to  come  in,  that  his  houfe  might  be 

filled.  So  the  Lord  Jrfus  lent  his  gofpel  to  the  igno¬ 
rant  and  idolatrous  G entiles  t  who  were  afar  off,  (Ej-h. 
ii.  12, — 17.)  and -to  the  moft  notorious  linnets;  and  he 
made  it  cffcQual  among  them,  who  flocked  in  multi¬ 
tudes  to  him  and  his  church,  like  perfons  conllrained 
to  ir,  not  by  force  of  aims,  but  of  arguments  attended 
with  the  Divine  Spirit,  wbo  perfuadcs,  encourages,  con¬ 
vinces,  and  fweetly  overcomes  the  hearts  of  the  difo- 
bedient,  and  draws  them  with  cords  of  a  man,  with 
bands  of  love,  that  they  may  be  a  willing  people  in  the 

day  of  Chrift’s  powerj  {Hof’  xi»  4<  and  P/d/,  cx.  3.) 

24  And 


Ch.  iir. 

»4  For  I 
■unto  you  ,  that 
none  of  thofc 

iDt'it  *hndi  vcife 

hhlfko  *H*U  taile 
of  jny  fupptr* 


ij  And  that 
vrm  preat  wol* 
litudw  with  him; 
?nd  lie  torited* 
aod  laid  uoto 
then, 

iff  ff  any  nan 
some  to  me*  and 
fc*i«  not  hi*  fc- 

thcr,  and  mother, 
and  wifCf  and 
«hildrensand  bre¬ 
thren,  and  fiftcti, 
vc«(  and  his  own 

jife  alii*  he  can- 
rot  be  my  dif- 

tiple* 

■ 


The  EvangcBJl  Ltnes  paraphrafid 

24,  And  the  reafon  why  the  matter  of  the  feaft  would 
fend  no  more  to  the  refolute  refufeis,  was*  becaufe,  be* 
ing  angry  with  thrm,  he  declared  not  one  of  them  (hould 
ever  taile  of  his  rich  entertainment.  So  Chrift,  being 
promoted  at  the  ingratitude  and  ob  ft  in  ate  infidelity  of 
the  fevtt  ordered  bis  apoiUes  to  make  no  further  pro* 
pofals  of  the  gofpel  to  them  }  but  to  turn  to  the  Gen tiles  y 
\j4EU  xiii. 4 6.) :  And  Cod  has  fworn  in  his  wrath  againft 
them  who  believe  not,  that  they  iliall  not  enter  into 
his  reft.  {Heb.  iii.  18.) 

25  After  this,  a  great  multitude  attended  our  blef- 
fed  Lord  to  Jerufalem  ;  and  that  they  might  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  he  his  followers  in  expeftation  of  fecufcr  ad¬ 
vantages,  he,  turning  to  them,  faid, 

2d  It  is  not  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  be  my  difciples,  n<JY 
fo  confiftcnt  with,  much  lets  fo  fubfervient  to,  your 
carnal  pleafure,  and  worldly  lafety  and  interefts,  as  ye 
may  imagine  j  do  not  deceive  yourfelves  in  a  mattet  of 
fuch  conlequence  as  this :  For  if  any  one  would  come 
by  faith  to  me,  would  make  a  profdHon  of  my  name, 
and  cleave  to  me  for  the  hldfings  of  my  kingdom,  bp 
mutt  go  into  fuch  a£t$  of  felf-denial,  and  fubmit  to 
fuch  hardftiips  and  perfecutions  for  my  fake,  as  Ihew 
that  he  prefers  me  to  all  the  deareft  comforts  and  rela¬ 
tions  of  life,  fuch  as  parents,  wives,  children,  bre¬ 
thren,  and  fitters ;  and  mull  be  as  ready  to  part  with 
them,  and  to  be  feparated  from  them  at  my  call,  as  if 
he  really  hated  them  ;  and  mutt  be  indeed  averfe  to 
them,  and  to  bia  own  enjoyment  of  them,  fo  far  as 
they  would  binder  bis  faith,  and  love,  and  faith  fulneft 
to  me :  Tea,  he  muft  hare  the  fame  felf-denying  tem¬ 
per  of  fpirit,  with  regard  to  his  own  life  too,  being  as 
willing  to  refign  that  alfo  foy  my  glory,  when  they 
ftand  in  competition}  or  elfe  he  cannot  be  a  true  dif- 


iy  And  whff- 
foever  doth  not 
[war  his  croft  , 

and  come  gfltr 

me,  cannot  be 
fry  difoipLc* 


tB  7or  which 

of  pu,  intend¬ 
ing  to  build  a 
Jutcth  nnt 

flown 


ciple  to  me,  nor  (hare  in  my  bldfings. 

27  And  whofoerer  is  not  willing  and  refolved,  by 
the  grace  of  God  before-hand,  to  fubmit  to  reproaches, 
injuries,  and  cruelties,  even  unto  death,  if  he  fhould 
be  called  to  endure  them,  for  my  fake,  and  after  my 
example,  that  he  may  maintain  bis  fidelity  to  me,  can¬ 
not  be  in  truth  one  of  my  difciples,  nor  will  I  own  him 
as  fuch  :  Think  therefore  of  thefe  things  ferioully  and 
deliberately  now,  as  ever  ye  would  be  Cbriftians  in¬ 
deed  ;  left,  in  a  time  of  fore  trial,  ye  be  difeouraged, 
and  all  your  profeflion  and  hopes  come  to  nothing. 
Thus  men  ufe  to  do  in  other  cafes  of  importance. 

28,  29,  30  For  who  is  there  among  you,  that,  de¬ 
igning  to  build  an  houfe,  would  not,  before  be  begins 

the 

b 


-irg 

-dtnvn  Grft  tnd 

«ninrtih  the  Cull, 

m+iitth*r  he  h'*ve 

J^Sirwif  to  fiuifh 
*1? 

*9  Ldl  haply 
after  hcldlh  laid 
the  fiKindattan, 
util  is  not  able 
to  finitfi  iit  alt 
that  behold  if  ht- 
jin  to  mock  him, 
\o  Saying  * 

This  man 

to  build,  and  was 
Hot  able  to  fiailh. 

31  Or  mihat 
kui£*  piing  1 1-> 
sake  war  agaioft 
another  kin^  y 
litteih  nor  down 
Ji;ft,^nd  confiiil- 
♦th,  whether  he 
be  ahLf,  with  ten 
thonfrnd,  to  meet 
litai  that  come i h 
again  ft  him  with 
twenty  t  hoc  find? 

31  Or  clft, 
while  the  other  34 
yet  a  great  way 
off*,  he  fendem 
an  ambaflage  , 
and  defireth  con¬ 
ditions  of  peace. 

33  Solikcvifr, 
whofoner  he  be 
of  you  that  for- 

faketh  Dot  all 
that  he  hath,  he 
cannet  be  mydifr 
tipk* 


rte 


Ch. 


zir, 


34  Sallftgo-'vf; 

but 


the  work,  (It  down  and  carefully  compute  the  whnb 
charge,  and  confider  whether  he  is  able  to  go  through 
with  it?  left*  after  he  has  inconfideratelv  begun  the 
building,  he  be  forced  ro  defift  fur  want  of^  a  fuSicient 
flock  nf  money  to  defray  the  ncceffiry  expener;  and 
fo  thould  expofe  himfelf  to  the  derifi^n  of  all  f hat 
know  him,  for  having  foofifhjy  attempt'd  what  h-:  had 
no  rcafonable  profpeft  of  ever  being  able  to  ficifti 

3  Is  5^  Or,  to  give  you  another  inftanctr  of  prudence 
among  men  \  What  kings  of  common  thought  or  con¬ 
duct,  who  is  in  danger  of  being  engaged  in  a  war 
with  fome  other  potentate,  would  not,  before  he  ven¬ 
tures  a  battle,  deliberate  ferioufly  with  himfelf,  whether 
he  be  able,  with  only  ten  thoufand,  to  encounter  twenty 
thou  find  of  hifi  enemy's  forces  ?  and  if  he  thinks  he  is 
no  match  for  him,  what  man  in  his  fenfes  would  nr,t 
rather  fend  ambafladois,  while  the  enemy  is  at  a  di- 
ftance,  and  fue  for  a  treaty  of  peace  upon  any  tolerable 
terms,  than  rartily  give  him  battle,  to  the  apparent  ha¬ 
zard  of  a  total  defeat,  and  entire  lofs  of  all  his  domi¬ 
nions,  and  even  of  his  own  life  ?  Surely  every  thought* 
ful  prince  would  do  this. 

33  It  is  therefore  of  much  greater  necefiiry  and  im¬ 
portance  for  thofc  of  you,  who  would  engage  in  a  jno- 
feUion  of  my  name,  and  entertain  hopes  from  o  c-  to 
fit  down  and  thoroughly  count  the  coft,  reckoning  ;*;** 
on  the  very  worft,  as  well  as  the  beft,  that  y^j  mav  i\- 
prek  to  meet  with  for  my  lake.  And  then  it  i>  hw<:$ 
you  to  think  feiioully  with  your'clve*,  whether  ye 
fetootupon  fuch  a  foundation  as  will  fuppnrf  your 
hopes  and  views  for  eternal  life,  and  carry  you  through 
all  the  difficulties  that  lye  in  the  way  to  it ;  whether, 
though  ye  cannot  go  on  in  your  work  and  go  cut  a- 
gain  ft  your  enemies  in  your  own  ftrengrh,  my  grccc  be 
not  fufficient  for  you  ;  and  whether  yc  find  your  hearts 
engaged  thereby  to  run  all  rifques  and  encounter  a)] 


oppofuion  froip  Satan,,  the  flefb,  and  the  world,  rath: 
than  abandon  me  ?  for  I  have  already  told  you,  that 
unlefs  ye  come  to  a  point  in  the  fpirituil  difpofirions 
and  fettled  purpofes  of  your  fouls  about  rhefe  things, 
even  to  the  lots  of  all  this  world,  if  need  be,  ye  cannot 
be  really  my  dtfctples,  owning  me,  and  owned  by  me* 
34*  35  My  ddftrine,  and  a  holy  proftfiion  of  ir,  are, 
like  fait  *,  very  valuable  and  ferviceable  \  and  truly  gra¬ 
cious  and  holy  Chriftians,  andtfpecially  found  and  faith¬ 
ful 


#  Rf  flit  njay 

tnpc  ot  Chriil, 
pane,  (Mu a  iK* 


N  0 

he  meant  either  t hr  doc- 
a  net  a  prafcJUort  of  his 
39*)  or  grad  Chriftkui*, 


T  E. 

and  cfpcci ally  pood  mt  flitters*  whim)  ChriJl 
calls  fit  fait  sj  the  ttsth  (Mat*  v,  13*) 


Tbt  Rvangzllft  Ltfics  parapbraftd*  l$f 

fii]  mi  outers,  are  the  excellent  of  the  earth,  and  of 

great  ufe  to  fpread  the  favour  of  the  knowledge  of  God* 

to  prevent  corruption,  and  improve  alJ  company,  where 

they  come  :  Bui  if  my  do&rines  be  debafed  j  or  a  pro* 

it  Hi  on  become  loofe  and  lifelefs*  ami  pro  fetors  and 

minifters  tbetnfelvcs  degenerate,  and  prove  carnal, 

gr  tcclefs,  deftirute  of  the  power  of  rdigiop  in  their 

hearts  and  lives,  and  fo  fink  under  the  difficulties  and 

di (courage merits  they  meet  with  for  my  fake  |  they  be^ 

corae  like  tall ek Is,  ipiiitUfs  fait,  which  has  loftaU  ka 

viiruc  and  relilh  f  5  ami  no  other  principles  or  mcana 

can  ever  recover  fucb  perfons  from  their  depravity 

and  apoftacy  :  And  as  in  lipid  fait  is  neither  fit  for  fo 

much  as  to  manure  land,  or  to  make  dung  ;  fo  error 

is  mifehierous  and  fuch  pcifons  are  ra:het  injurious, 

than  fmiteable  to  any  die  leaft  valuable  purpofks  what* 

foever  j  and  are  to  i>e  irterly  abandoned  and  n-jtileil, 

to  be  call  out  of  the  church  in  chid  world,  and  fluit  out 

from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  in  the  next ;  Attend  there-* 

fore  to,  *nd  deliberate  can-full y  upon,  what  1  have  fatdt 

as  a  matter  of  the  higheft  moment  to  yourfclvefi,  if  ye 

would  br  indeed  my  difciples* 

- 1 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

Row  careful  (houW  we  be  to  ohferve  the  law  of  the  fabbath,  free  from  the 
extremes  of  iuperltitjon  on  one  hand,  and  *.f  profanation  od  the  other!  Happy 
is-  be  wh«  fWs  not  allow  him  t  elf  in  that  which  he  condemns  hi  others:  Nature 
lX'fuirci  proper  npafts  on  the  Lord* a  .day,  a  nd  religion  demands  fuch  adts  of 
mere y  ind  goodnef*  as  are  fui  table  to  prefent  drcumftancca;  but  our  chief  ein- 
payment,  difeourfe,  and  table  talk,  like  our  blefftd  Lord’s,  (houkl  be  of  a  re¬ 
ligious  (train  —How  amiable  and  exalting  is  tme  humility ;  but  how  odious  and 
debating  is  pride,  both  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man,  and  in  its  different  event** 
relating  to  this  world  and  that  which  is  to  come  j  And  how  little  is  the  higheff 
honour  and  efteera  among  great  men  and  friends  on  earth,  to  be  compared  with 
the  glorious  recompence  which  faall  he  made  at  the  reftrrefUon  of  the  juft  f  in 
order  to  the  obtaining  of  t Me,  behold  the  rich  provisions  of  gofpd -grace,  and 
\t>  fnre  invitation  to  all  forts  of  tinners,  even  the  mo  ft  unworthy  1  And  behold 
its  victorious  power  in  bringing  them  in  to  Chrift  J  None  fhall.be  excluded*  who 
do  not  by  unbelief  exclude  theintelvcs;  and  yet,  alas  !  how  many  are  there  that 
nuke  light  of  its  blcffings,  prefer  this  world  to  them,  exalte  tbemfeWcs  by 
trilling  pretences  from  embracing  them,  and  provokingly  refute  them,  to  their 
own  eternal  lofs  and  ruin  1  Rnt,  Weflted  be  God,  there  is  yet  roo  v.  ;  and  as  all 
things  are  now  ready,  they  flull  not  be  utterly  loft:  The  whole  human  race  fliafl 
not  bp  fuffered  to  rejett  the  gofpel  j  but  -fovereign  grace  will  make  h  effectual  to 
many,  even  to  (kitten  of  the  Gttuih rj,  and  to  the  molt  unlikely  in  human  view* 
till  Chrift1*  ho ute  be  filled.  Minifters  muft  gire  an  account  to  him  of  their  la¬ 
bours  and  fueccfs,  in  their  prayers  hen',  and  at  the  day  of  judgment  hereafter ; 
and  whilft  he  accept  them  in  the  faithful  difirharge  of  their  office,  he  will  be 
angry  with  the  obftinate  ivfufcrs  of  his  grace,  and  never  allow  than  to  partake 
of  its  faring  beneftu:  Hut  he  will  make  ail  tluife  heartily  welcome  who  by  faith 
receive  him*  How  (ho^ld  he  hare  the  pcrfrrrnce,  in  our  hearts,  to  life  itfelf, 
and  all  Us  dears  ft  relations  and  comforts  !  and  how  concerned  ftiuudJ  we  be  to 

cuter 


CV  XtT*' 

but  if  the  kltbas 
bill  in:  favour, 
vhcreufah  Jhail 

li.  he  fra  founts 

3$  it  h  neither 
ft:  for  rbc  bod, 

a>t  ycL  for  the 
dunghill;  btti  men 
(dt  it  odu  He 
thet  hiih  t-jr*  to 
J  ,  let  him 


N  O  T  E* 

f  This  uftridi  fait  is  fuch  aj  xhv  d>y  njltU  tail  aftpr  Capai  mertewH* 


it; 8  The  Evangeltfi  Luke  paraphrafed.  Ch.  ta 

enter  upon  a  profeflkm  of  his  name,  on  Rich  principles  as  will  carry  qb  through 
the  wnrft  that  can  befoJ  us  for  his  lake  i  Wp  ftiould  lit  down  and  count  -  what 
our  religion  will  coft  us,  and  what  bid  fed  afliJbmces,  cncou  rage  in  exits ,  and  com¬ 
forts,  arc  to  be  found  in  Chrift,  to  fupport  us  under  tribulation,  uver-bahnee 
it,  and  crown  us  with  vifiury  arid  triumph  over  it ;  And  O  how  excellent  is  bis 
definite*  and  how  etTefioal,  when  maintained  in  its  purity,  and  the  heart  is  fci* 
fooed  with  grace !  We  then  are  blcfTcd*  and  made  bk  flings*  But  how  pernicious 
is  error;  and  how  ufckfs  and  injurious  at  p  relent,  and  mifcrable  at  laR,  will 
Ionic  and  carAaJ,  corrupt  and  care  left  profcflbrs  and  mioifteTS  be  !  They  Ihall  be 
rejefied  of  God  as  contemptible  and  vile.  With  what  attention  and"  couctrn 
Ihould  we  think  on  thefe  things,  that  we  may  not  be  of  them  that  dmv  back  to 
perdition ;  but  of  them  that  believe  to  the  laving  of  our  fouls! 


an 


CHAP. 


XV. 


The  Pharifees  offended  at  ChrijVs  converjing  with,  and  preaching  to, 
publicans  and  finners,  1,2*  He  vindicates  himfeif  in  the  parable 
of  the  iqfl  Jheep,  3, — 7.  ,•  and  cf  tbe  lojl  piece  if  money,  8, — is.  / 
and  if  tbe  prodigal  font  11,-32. 

Paraphrase. 


Tr  xt, 

TiHen  drew  near 
unto  him  all 

the  publican  %  ud 
fin  nen  for  to 
hear  him. 


a  Aod  the 
Pharifees  and 
feriha  murmur¬ 
ed,  faying,  This 
man  recti  veth 
linncrt,  and  cat* 
eth  with  them. 


%  Andhefpake 
this  pars  bit  unto 
them,  favidfl. 


4  What  man 
of  you,  having 
an  herd  red  fheep, 
if  he  J oft  01  it  of 
them,  doth  not 

leave 


As 


were  prefent  a  company  of  men  who  collected  the 
tribute  which  the  Romans  demanded  of  the  Jews,  and 
were  moftly  perfons  of  ill  character  j  thefe,  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  other  infamous  finners,  came  to  hear  and  re¬ 
ceive  inilrudion  from  him,  under  a  convi£tion  of  their 
fin  }  and  with  a  defire  to  learn  the  way  of  recovery  and 
falvation. 

2  Upon  this,  the feribet  and  Pbarifeet ,  a  ftiperftfti- 
ou6,  fell-conceited  people,  took  offence,  quarrelled 
with  Jefue,  and  reproached  him,  as  if  he  could  not  be 
a  good  and  holy  man  becaufe  he  preached  to  fuch  des¬ 
picable  and  abandoned  wretches  as  thefe,  and  fullered 
them  to  come  fo  near  him,  and  even  fometimes  to  eat 
with  him.  {Chap,  v.  29,  30.) 

3  But  (*<)  our  Lord,  to  vindicate  his  own  conduffc 
for  the  recovery  of  loll  finners,  and  to  {hew  the  conde- 
feenfion  and  the  riches  of  Divine  grace  to  the  chief  of 
them,  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  illuftrated  bis  dclign 
in  the  following  Gmilirndes  f,  faying, 

4  Suppofe  any  of  you  had,  an  hundred  flieep,  and 
obe  of  them,  going  aftray,  were  loti  in  the  wildemefs, 
and  in  danger  of  being  deftroyed,  Would  he  not  leave 

ttll 

NOTES, 


*  It  feetns  that  our  Lord  vu  now  in  &e+ 
like  of  the  Gentiles,  bcyontl  Jordan t  fmm 
whence  he  after  ward  went  10  Jeru/ukmr 
chap-  xvvi.  it,;  and  that  the  (inner*  here 
mentioned  lb  emphatically,  wen:  tinners  of 
the  G  n:!lfcst  which  Left  agicet  with  thtftoye 
of  the  following  parables 


f  Herr  are  tLrtt  parable*  of  like  import, 
the  firit  of  which  rcprrfent  the  grart 
God  iu  fcird^n^  his  people  out,  tbi  .'3y 
among  the  /  and  the  other  in  re- 

cdvtng  them  whh  tfreat  kiudncR,  upon  their 
return  to  him  ;  and  all  of  them  Tepivfnir 
the  great  pkal'ire  he  \mi:  in  1  ),zii 


Ch,  xr.  • 

leave  the  ntaetf 
and  nine  in  the 
*  iUenKfe  t  «nd 
fp  iftcr  that 
which  is  io!t,  un¬ 
til  he  find  it? 

$  A  ad,  when 
W  hath  found  if, 
he  layeth.  it  on 
*:ii  Moulders  ro 

j'J  icing* 

6  And,  when 
he  come;  h  home, 
he  cattah  toge¬ 
ther  his  friend* 
a^d  neighbours, 

mitothcm, 
Rejoice  with  me; 
for  [  have  found 
my  (beep  which 
was  loft* 

7  J  fay  unto 
ysUjthatlikra'ife 
joy  [hall  be  in 
heaven  over  one 
(inner  that  re- 
pen  teth  t  more 
than  over  ninety 
and  nine  Juft  p«t- 
fons  which  need 
50  rcpcauace. 


7b  EwtngeM 


*tst 


8  Either  what 

woman'  bifbf 

ten  pieces  of  fiP 

vtr,  if  (be  lt>lc 
one  piece,  doth 
rot  light  1  can¬ 
dle,  and  {Weep 
the  hovi&  T  and 
feck  Hlli  gen  rJ^ 

tiU  Aw  find  it? 


all  the  reft  of-  his  flock,  which  were  vifibly  lit  fafer  cjr- 
cumftances,  and  go  in  fearcb  after  that  which  was  loft, 
till  he  ftiould  find  it  ? 

5  And  when  he  meets  with  it,  he  would  certainly 
take* it  up,  and  carry  it  back  upon  his  (boulders,  with 
more  than  ordinary  pleafure,  in  the  thought  that  he 
had  recovered  and  fared  it  from  ruin. 

£  And,  as  (oon  as  he  gets  home,  he  would  exprefs 
greater  joy  among  his  friends,  neighbours,  and  acquaint¬ 
ance,  and  expetk  them  to  rejoice  with  him  more,  at 
his  finding  and  bringing  back  this  loft  (hcep,  than  on 
account  of  all  the  reft  which  were  not  fo  expofed  to  dao- 
gcr. 

7  In  like  manner,  I  tell  yon,  that  I  have  (heep  a* 
mong  the  greateft  of  finners,  Gentiles  as  well  a*  Jews, 
who  are  gone  aftray  from  God,  have  loft  their  way  to 
heaven  and  happinels,  and  are  running  headlong  to  de¬ 
ft  ruction  ;  and  who  are  loft  to  the  fervice  and  honour 
of  God,  and  to  their  own  fafety  and  comfort :  And 
wherever  they  arc  Scattered,  or  into  wbaribever  lengths 
of  fin  and  danger  they  have  run,  I  will  follow  them  by 
my  word,  providenee,  and  Spirit,  to  fearcb  and  find 
them  out,  and  bring  them  into  my  fold ;  And  when 
my  grace  becomes  effeclual  for  bringingthem  to  repent¬ 
ance  unto  life,  this  is  matter  of  rejoicing  to  my  Father 
and  me,  who  delight  in  mercy  |  and  tor  the  holy  angels, 
who  rejoice  in  our  glhry,  and  in  their  happin£f :  Yea, 
freaking  according  to  the  ufual  workings  of  mens*  paf- 
fions  upon  obtaining  what  was  much  defired,  and  yet 
feemed  pail  recovery.  There  is  more  joy  in  the  conver- 
fion  of  a  (inner  of  human  race,  than  in  the  confirmation 
of  the  angels,  who  never  finned'}  in  the  converfion  of 
the  G entiles ,  than  in  the  preservation  of  the  Jtwijb 
church,  whole  covenant-relation  luppofes  them  to  be 
already  turned  to  God  :  in  the  converfion  of  notorious 
finners,  than  of  thofe  who  have  always  been  fo  civili¬ 
zed  as  not  to  need  fuch  a  vifible  change  ;  and  there  is 
undoubtedly  more  joy  in  the  converfion  of  all  ranks  and 
degrees  of  finners,  than  in  the  pretended  religion  of 
fucb  fclf-righteous  perfons  as  think  themfelves  too  good 
to  need  any  repentance.  And  if,  on  tliefe  occaGons, 
there  is  fucb  joy  in  heaven,  it  (honld  fare  I y  be  matter 
of  high  approbation,  and  not  of  murmuring  on  earth. 

8  Again,  Suppofe  a  woman  had  ten  pieces  of  money, 
and  out  of  her  little  ftock  had  loft  one  of  them  in  her 
houfe,  Would  (he  not  light  a  candle,  and  look  about 
for  it,  fweep  the  room,  and  narrowly  fearch  every  creek 
and  corner  till  (he  ihould  find  it  l  . 


9  And 


t<So 

9  And  vHcn 
flic  hath  found  if) 
die  cilictU  htr 
frkivli  ind  her 
neighbour#  loje* 

titer,  laying  Re¬ 
joice  vitb  me; 
for  I  have  found 
the  piece  which 
1  had  I'lft- 

i©  JLikcwifc,  I 
±Y  unto  you  , 
There  h  joy  in 
the  presence  of 
(hcingclt  of  Uod 
ow  one  fmner 

due  repentetb. 


ti 


u a, 

in  an 
|biu. 


And  he 
A  certain 
tud  two 


t%  And  the 
younger  of  them 
laid  to  Jh'r  father, 
Father,  jpve  me 
the  portion  of 
goods  chat  falleth 
is  nfr  And  he 
di  videdu  utotbem 
Ju  tiring. 


r$  And,  not 

pnny  days  after, 
the  y onager  fen 
gathered  all  toge¬ 
ther. 


Y&t  Evangelijl  Luts  fiaraphrafid*  Cfo-  xt* 

p  And*  as  foon  as  fhe  finds  if,  fte  would  naturally 
exp  refs  more  abundant  joy  to  her  friends  and  neigh¬ 
bours,  and  expect  them  to  be  more  pleated  on  that  oc- 
cafion,  than  if  Ihe  bad  never  loft  it- 
/  io  In  like  manner,  I  tell  you,  that  all  who  belong 
!  to  God,  and  are  in  a  loll  ft  ate  of  (in  and  mifery  among 
^the  Gtntiks  as  well  as  Jrats^  are  of  high  account  with 
.  him,  who  will  fearch  till  he  finds  them  out,  and  will 
*  fuffer  noilc  of  them  to  be  loft  for  ever  :  And,  upon  the 
|  conversion  or  true  repentance  of  any  one  of  them,  fucb 
13  the  joy  of  God  therein,,  that  he  will  difeover  it  a- 
,  roong  his  holy  angels  in  heaven  j  and  they  will  rejoice 
;  in  it  more  than  if  this  penitent  had  never  finned  and 
expofed  htmielf  to  the  damnation  of  beii, 

ii  Then,  Hill  more  direftly  to  convince  the  Jews 
in  general,  and  the  feribes  and  Ph&rifecs  in  particular, 
of  their  pride  and  wickednefs,  in  being  envious  at  his 
(hewing  favour  to  publicans  and -Goners,  and  that  even 
among  the  Gcntikt*  he  added  another  fmulicude,  frying, 
Te  may  cafily  conceive  of  a  certain  man,  as  having  two 
fom.  So  God,  as  the  Creator  and  Preferver,  Beuefac* 
tor  and  Governor  of  all  mankind,*  is  the  common  Fa¬ 
ther  both  of  Jtv/t  and  GtntiUs,  who,  in  their  original 
.  (bate,  had  a  fullnefs  of  all  things  as  his  offspring :  And, 
fince  the  apoftacy,  he  has  fons  of  both  thefc  torts,  by 
gracious  choice  ami  adoption  ;  the  eider  being  the  Jru>f9 
whom  he  calls  his  fir  ft- born,  (Excd.  iv.  22.)  hecaufe  Jirft 
taken  into  his  covenant,  and  the  younger  being  the 
GentiUs,  And  the  like  may  be  faid  of  all  thofe  who 
have  long  been  vi fitly  in  covenant  with  God,  and  of  o- 
there,  who,  having  gone  on  a  great  while  in  a  courfc 
of  fiii|  are  at  length  turned  to  him* 

,  12  Now  the  younger  of  the  fons  not  caring  to  be  un¬ 
der  his  father’s  eye,  and  imagining  he  could  improve 
a  flock  to  the  bell  advantage,  pertly  demanded  his  por¬ 
tion  ;  Ami  his  father  "made  a  proper  divifion  to  them 
both-  So  the  GentikS)  and  all  mankind  by  nature,  and 
young  people  in  particular,  cfcmfe  co  be  at  tbeir  own 
difpofe,  without  controul;  and  being  conceited  of  their 
own  abilities,  are  apt  to  challenge  good  things  as  their 
due:  And  God,  in  the  bountiful  difpenfat ions  of  his 
providence,  giving  them  all,  and  more  than  they  havd 
any  juft  claim  to,  righteou fly  leaves  them,  at  leaf!  for 
a  while,  to  follow  the  way  of  their  own  hearts,  in  ma¬ 
naging  his  gifts  and  talents,  that  they  may  fee  what 
tbeir  own  conduct  will  bring  them  to, 

13  And  foon  after  the  younger  Ton  had  received  his 

portion,  he  turned  it  into  ready  moneys  went  with 

Jus 


Ct.iV- 

thcrf  and  took 
hit  joom)*  into 
a  far  cmntrjr, 
and  there  wafted 
his  fubfhnrtwith 
rioioas  living. 


The  Evdngtlijl  Luke  paraphrafed 


i6t 


t4  And,  when 

he  lud  fpent  alt, 
there  arofe  a 
iniuhty  famine  m 
thar  land,  and  he 
began  to  be  fn 

u-ant. 

ij  And  he 
went  and  joined 

him  ft  If  to  a  ci- 
tiienofthatoun- 
try}  sort  iir  fe»t 
him  into  his 
Felds  tt>  feed 

i'A'inc, 

id  And  he 
would  fain  have 
Filed  his  belly 

vhh  the  hulks 

th.it  the  fiviLie 
JuL  eat :  and  no 

nan  rare  unto 
him. 


if  And  .when 
he  came  to  trim- 
feif,  he  frid,Haw 
Hi  any  hired  frr- 

VaiUS  of  01  jr  fa- 

ther^  have  bread 
enough  r  and  to 
fpare,  end  1  pe* 
ri:hwitb  hunger f 


his  whole  flock,  from  his  father's  prefence,  into  d  di- 
ftant  country,  and  there  fpent  it  all  in  riotoufnefs« 
loofenefs,  and  debaucheries.  So  it  wa&  with  the  Gen* 
tiles :  Soon  after  they  were  left  to  natural  light,  and 
foroe  traditions  of  the  earli^ft  revelations  of  God  to  man, 
they  corrupted  their  notions  and  their  way,  fell  into 
idolatry,  fupeiftition,  feudality,  ami  profanenefu,  mif* 
applied  all  their  talents,  and  became  vain  in  their  imi-i 
jgioations ;  Apd  fo  it  is  with  particular  fiances,  who, 
being  left  to  themfclvea,  abufe  their  mercies,  run  into 
every  kind  of  excefs  and  wickednefs,  and  lofe  all  fenfe 
of  God  and  religion* 

14,  15,  16  iiut  after  forhe  tune,  when  the  young 
man  hid  fpent  all  his  fubfhmct*,  there  was  a  great  fj* 
mine  in  the  country  where  he  dwelt  j  and  he  began  to 
ivanf  all  the  neceffiries  of  life  i  And  finding  himldf  re-* 
dliced  to  the  utmoft  (traits,  without  any  friend  ro  help 
him,  he  was  obliged  to  hire  hirofelff  for  mere  fufte- 
nance,  to  one  in  thetfe  parts  who  employed  him  in  the 
mean  drudgery  of  looking  after  the  fwine,  and  fo  ftinr* 
ed  him  in  his  wages,  as  not  to  allow  him  to  eat  to  the 
full,  even  of  the  very  hulks  which  the  hoga  rhemfelvea 
lived  upon  j  though,  if  he  might,  he  would  have  been 
glad  to  Satisfy  his  hunger  with  them;  So  the  Gentiles 
in  general,  after  they  had  departed  from  God,  defaced 
the  fm all  remains  of  religion  that  were  formerly  found 
among  them,  and  yielded  themfelves  up  to  the  will  o£ 
Satan,  who  ruled  with  tyranny  over  them,  carried  rhem 
Into  the  worfhtp  of  devils  and  many  iupcrOitious  and 
Cruel  rites,  and  into  the  moft  abfurd  methods  of  feeler 
ing  peace  and  happinefe,  in  which  they  could  never 
find  the  fati&fatfion  they  fought  for  :  And  fo  all  fin  tiers, 
bring  far  from  God,  and  having  Gnned  away  their  light 
and  mercies,  give  themfelves  tip  to  the  mean  ell  and 
worft  of  ferVitude,  to  the  lufts  of  their  own  hearts,  to 

Satan  and  the  world,  and  ftek  their  happinefs  in  tlid 
empty,  unfatisfying  enjoyments,  and  iinfal,  fordid 
pleafures  of  this  life,  in  which  they  can  never  find  it,  t 
till  at  length  they  are  reduced  to  the  utmoft  perplexity 
and  want. 

17,  18,  19  At  la  ft,  the  youths  pinching  neceflity 
and  extreme  dillrefs,  even  to  a  defpair  of  rc'ief  in  ihjc 
far  country,  brought  him  to  his  ft'iife?  ;  and  put  him 
upon  thinking  with  himftlf,  What  have  I  done,  in  mn-* 
ning  away  from  itiy  fathtr*s  huufe,  when*  the  pooreft 
of  his  hired  fervams  are  daily  eating  to  the  full,  and 
leave  enough  for  the  fatisfacHon  of  mariy  others,  whillt 
I  ?m  juft  read*  to  flarvc  by  means  of  my  extravagant 

t  k  cies  1 


Vot.IL 


The  Evtuigeftjl  Lukb  paraphr&fed.  Ch.  xvi 


i9  I  wfllanft, 
and  g*>  to  my  fa¬ 
ther,  and  will  Jay 
unmliimtfii  her, 
I  have  fiiuicil  a- 

gam  ft  heaven  and 
before  thee, 

1 <j  And  >vn  no 


cits !  hereupon  he  refolved  to  go  to  his  Father,  with 
humble  confeflion  of  his  hi:h  offences*  and  with  earned 
fuppHcatton,  that,  thoug-)  he  was  unworthy  to  be  put 
among  his  children,  he  might  neverthe[e&  be  received 
into  his  family*  among  the  mcaneft  of  his  fcrvants,  to 
have  their  fare  ami  do  their  wort  So  Tinners*  who,  in 


t"  to  ‘  the  days  of  their  unregencracy  and  departure  from  God* 

™  afted  direflly  contrary  to  all  true  principles  of  rcafon 

make  m.  u  one  .  t  «  .  .  *  . 

of  thy  hired  fa-  and  religion,  are  at  length  brought  to  their  right  mind 
vsctt,  when  God  comes  to  work  effeftuaily  upon  them  :  He 

by  his  word  and  Spirit,  and  oftentimes  by  means  of 
difappointing  a-' id  iliftrrfling  providences,  lays  a  fenfe 
.  of  guilt  amt  danger  upon  thetF  confci cnees,  fhews  them 
what  madnefs  and  f.Ily  they  have  been  guilty  of,  in 
'  running  away  from  him,  and  betaking  themfelves  to 
creature- comforts  for  happinefs,  and  that  there  is  no 
poflible  relief  for  them,  but  in  the  rich  provifions 
which  he  has  difeovered  as  made  in  Chrifi  for  the 


houfliold  of  faith*  Hereupon  a  fenfe  of  neceffity 
brings  the  awakened  finner  to  fay,  Whatever  the  event 
,  may  be,  I  am  refolvcd,  in  the  ftrength  of  divine 
grace,  to  depart  from  fin  and  Satan,  and  from  all  de- 
pendance  on  felf  and  the  world,  and  to  go  to  God,  as 
a  Father  of  mercies  in  Chrift;  1  will  humbly  confefs 
mine  iniquity  to  him',  faying,  w  I  have  heinoafly  fin- 
net!  againft  thee,  the  God  of  heaven,  before  thy  face,- 
and  under  thine  eye  ;  1  therefore  own  myfelf  to  be  ut¬ 
terly  unworthy  of  being  received  and  dealt  with  as  a 
fon,  and  Hull  think  it  wonderful  condefcenfion  and 
grace  if  I  may  but  be  admitted  to  have  the  privilege  of 
only  a  door-keeper  in  thy  houfe,  and  in  ferving  thee 
in  whatfoever  thou  flialt  command  me  all  the  remain- 


oo  AtuT  he  a- 
itrfc,  and  came  to 


ing  days  of  my  life/1  Thus  it  wafl  with  the  heathens* 
when  they  turned  from  idols  to  fetve  the  living  and 
true  God^  (i  Thejj\  i.  9.)  j  and  thus  it  was  with  every 
finner*  when  God  U  bringing  him  home  to  himfelf  by 
convening  grace. 

70  Accordingly  the  young  penitent  fet  out  between 
hope  and  fear  for  a  return  to  his  father:  But  wMIft  he 


hh  father.  Eat, 
when  he  was  yet 
a  £rc*t'  way  oiF, 
his  father  Ciw 
Ii:m  y  and  had 
toaipjlTiu/i,  and 
nn,  and  fell  on 

hit  neck  and  till¬ 
ed  him. 


was  yet  at  a  great  diftance,  his  father  was  quick-Ggbt- 
ed  to  difeover  him ;  and,  his  howeh  being  moved  to¬ 
ward  him,  he  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  meet  him,  and  in 
a  mod  affectionate  manner  embraced  and  killed  him* 

;  So  the  flmier,  under  a  true  fenfe  of  fin,  and  apprehen* 
fion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in  Chrilt,  fets  about  return- 
:  iug  to  him  from  all  iniquity  in  good  earn  eft,  and* 
without  delay :  And  whit  ft  he  is  full  of  doubts  and 
‘  fears  left  fo  vile  a  wretch  as  himfelf  fhould  never  find 


acceptance^ 


Cb-  it* 


i  i  And  tht  (bn 
C*vl  un-o  ijm  , 
Father  ,  I  have 
finned  againtfc 
lit* veil  ,  and  io 
tly  and  am 
rwi  more  wnrni  y 
to  be  called  thy 

ft*. 


Ifat  the  fa- 
rTier  (aid  to  hi* 

fcrvaiiis  ,  Brtw 

forth  the  hsii 
tobe,  and  put  H 
on  him,  and  put 
a  ring  on  hfr 
hand*  and  Aloes 
on  lit  feet 

13  And  bring 
hHher  tbe  fitted 
Calf,  and  kill  it ; 
anti  let  us  cat  and 
be  merry. 

14  For  this  my 
ion  irasdttul><md 
is  alive  ag-iin;  he 
wm  lott  and  is 
found.  And  they 

to  bt  m^r- 

*7* 
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acceptance,  God  obferves  him  in  all  his  did  refs,  and 
in  the  very  firft  motions  of  his  foul  toward  him*  and, 
being  full  of  compaflion,  prevents  him  with  the  blef- 
fings  of  his  goodneC*,  mates  hade  to  relieve  his  fears, 
and  manifcfls  bit  love  to  him,  with  great  endearments* 
and  in  molt  affectionate  exprdiions,  to  fhew  that  he  is 
reconciled.  Thus  God  gracioufiy  dealt  with  the  Gen- 
Hies ,  when  he  granted  them  repentance  unto  life ;  and 
thus  every  returning  firmer  is  accepted  of  him  in  the 
Beloved. 

21  Upon  this  dtfeovery  of  the  fathers  kintinefs,  thd 
young  prodigal^  heart  was  mrltcd,  and  encouraged  tt? 
claim  relation  to  him,  and  to  call  himfelf  upon  hi* 
mercy*  with  ingenuous  ccmfe (lions  of  his  aggravated 
offences,  and  of  his  utter  unworthmeGs  ever  to  be  own* 
ed  and  received  as  his  fom  So  God's  manifeflitig  his 
favour  to  the  Gentiles  wrought  on  them,  and  embold- 
ened  their  humble  hopes  toward  him  :  And  an  awaken* 
ed  iinner’s  heart  is  much  affected  with  the  difeoverie* 
of  God’s  condescending,  free,  and  pardoning  grace, 
end  is  thereby  encouraged  to  plead  with  him  a?  a  fa-* 
ther,  and  to  hope  in  his  mercy,  through  Jeftis  Chrift, 
for  all  falvation  ;  and  a  fenfe  of  forgiving  love  is  fo  far 
from'  making  him  think  the  lighter  of  fin,  that  it 
bumbles  him  the  more  for  it,  arid  makes  him  the  more 
afliamed  of  it,  and  the  more  ready  to  confcfs,  with 
the  greateft  contrition,  that  God  might  juftly  have  (lit* 
owned  and  abandoned  him  for  ever. 

22,  23,  24*  Bat  inftead  of  the  fathers  rebuking* 
the  recovered  prodigal,  he  Teemed  to  ftop  him  lb  on  irt 
bis  fubmUfior^,  as  if  he  fhuuld  fay,  It  is  enough  thatf 
thou  art  thus  deeply  fcnfible  of  thine  own  unworchi* 
nefsj  I  will  be  better  to  thee  than  all  thy  deferts,  and 
alt  thy  hopes :  And  he  ordered  his  fervaitta  to  bring 
out  the  very  bell  gannem  in  his  wardrobe,  and  clothe 
him  with  it :  to  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  dices  oii 
his  feety  and  to  kill  the  fatted  calf,  arid  make  a  fcaft 
for  him,  that  they  might  eat  tfful  rejoice  together  ;  be- 
caufe  his  Ton,  whom  he  had  looked  upon  as  dead,  and 
had  given  up  for  loft,  was  now  alive,  and  returned  t>  him 
in  fafety:  Accordingly  they,  and  the  whole  family  then 
preftnr,  began  to  ripr<  &  great  joy  on  this  happy  ticca-* 
fion.  So  when  finners  come  in  tn  Cod  through  k'hviffc* 
the  moic  they  loathe  arid  condemn  tl\emfe*ves  for  their" 
iniquities,  the  lefs  will  he  fiiew  any  tokens  of  difplea-* 
Tore  ;  and,  for  the  glory  of  his  own  grace,  he  will  not 
only  make  them  fervams,  but  font  >  and  do  exceeding 
abundantly  more  for  them  than  they  are  able  to  aft  o? 

t  $  tbmh  * 
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Cfa. 


*S  Now  his  d*- 
Aerfon  wif  m  rhe 
Add  :  and  as  he 
came,  an<t  drew' 

tv  thehotiiC, 
he  hntvl  mufic 
ani  d^dnp. 

sd  Aori  JiO  oil* 
cd  one  or  the  fcr* 
vants  And  alVttl 
vhatthde  things 
nranr* 

17  And  herald 
unto  h;m1  Thy 
brother  U  come: 
and  t?iy  father 
hath  killed  thf 
fatted  ratf,  ht~ 
ciiil^  lie  hath  re* 
reived  him  fafa 
and  numi, 
att  And  he 

angry,  and  would 
nut  go  in  *  there* 
fbre  came  his  F  St* 
ther  out  and  in- 
treated  him. 


think  :  Astlicy  come  to  him  in  filthy  garments,  he  gives 
themch,in?e  of  raiment,  clothing  them  with  the  glorious 
robe  of  Ch  nil’s  righteoufnefe,  and  with  the  rich  drris 
of  heavenly  graces:  As  they  come  poor  and  deftituto, 
he  gives  them  a  pledge  and  earned  of  the  cverlafting 
inheritance  by  the  H  ly  Spirit  of  promife:  As  they 
come  hune'and  wounded,  like  cripples  unable  to  gor 
hc  furnifhes  rh  m  with  the  preparation  of  the  gofpel  of 
peace,  chat  they  may  walk  with  cafe  and  cheerful  neis, 
and  may  hold  on  and  hold  out  in  his  ways:  As  they 
come  in  a  ftarviug  condition,  he  fets  befnre  thrm  a  frail 
of  fat  things  in  the  gofpet,  and  gives  them  the  bread 
of  life,  that  thry  may  eat  and  brr  farisfied,  and  may  be 
iiourifhed  unto  eternal  life :  And  as  they  were  in  great 
di  ft  refs  and  fcrrow  of  heart  before,  he  rejoices  to  com¬ 
fort  them,  and  to  make  them  glad  with  the  light  of 
his  countenance  j  and  alt  bis  family  in  heaven  and 
earth  exceedingly  rejoice  with  them,  upon  informa¬ 
tion,  that  they  who  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins  are 
now  made  alive  to  God  5  and  they  who  were  in  a 
loft  condition  are  now  recovered  to  a  ftare  of  fafety, 
i]fcruinef;,  ami  hlrJFednefs.  Thus  when  God  called  the 
Gentiles^  he  freely  admitted  them,  not  only  to  ail  the 
external  privileges  nf  the  gofpet  ftarc,  but  to  the  raving 
and  eternal  bleflings  of  his  covenant;  whereupon  they 
and  the  believing  J<n vs  rejoiced,  {Acts  xu  18.  ani 
liii,  48*};  and  he  holy  angels  rejoice  in  this  greatly 
to  a H  people.  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  7*mr,  ^Lukc  it.  10, 
Tj,  .4*}:  And  thus  when  any,  efpecialiy  notorious 
tinners,  are  converted,  Chrift  is  made  to  them  wifdom, 
nghteoufnefs,  fiin&ification,  and  redemption  *T  and 
there  is  great  rejoicing  in  heaven  and  earth. 

25,  26,  27,  28  Now  the  elder  fort  returning  from 
theficlds,  and  hearing  an  unufua]  frund  of  extraordina¬ 
ry  rejoicing  in  the  bopfe,  inquired  of  one  of  the  fervants 
what  might  be  the  meaning  of  it  :  The  fervant  told  him 
that  his  younger  hrotber  was  renamed  home,  beyond  all 
expeflation ;  and  his  farher  was  fo  rxceedmgJy  alFtfted 
with  it,  that  he  had  killed  the  fatred  caif  to  entertain  him, 
and  exprefs  his  joy  5  beciufe  he  had  received  him,  not 
only  in  heahh  ot  body,  but  a  Mb  as  a  thorough  penitent, 
and  in  his  right  mind:  But  the  eider  brother,  iirftead 
of  heing  pleaf  d,  s  he  ought  to  have  been,  was  highly 
offended  at  his  father’s  favour  to  the  young  prodigal,  arid 
icfolvcd  not  to  go  in  :  Whrreupon  the  father  himfelf 
went  out,  and  with  grear  condrfcenGon  and  kindnefe, 
intre^ted  him  to  come  am!  partake  of  the  entertainment 
and  joy*  So  the  jfaw  in  general,  and  the  feribes  and 

rharifec* 


■f 
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in  particular,  were  highly  offended and  enraged 
when  they  heard  of  God*s  (hewing  mercy  to  rhe  Gentiles* 
and  making  them  partakers  of  rhe  richeft  privileges  and 
bleffings  of  the  gofpel**  And  to  great  was  their  envy 
at  thiSj  th^t  they,  through  unbelief,  refund  and  (hut 
themfelvts  out  from  its  benefits:  Nevertheless,  God  did 
not  immediately  call  fhnn  off  j  but,  bearing  long  with 
them,  came  in  the  miniftry  of  Chrift  and  his  fervamF, 
preaching  peace  to  them*  In  like  manner  +,  many  of 
\a  Pharifaicai  fpirit,  that  have  liv,'d  fofcerly,  and  made  a 
profeffion  of  religion,  are  offended  at  the  d^cVrhits  of 
.God’s  free  and  fovereign  grace  to  the  vileft  and  uii- 
worthitft  of  tinners  j  and  this  is  fuch  an  offence  to  feme 


if  And  he  an- 
ffralDg  kid  Co  t;J 
father,  Lo,  Uw/e 
many  years  do  1 
ferve  tlieei  nei¬ 
ther  tracer  dfrd 
1  it  any  tbne  thy 

conumuadmenl  ( 
and  yet  them  nc- 
V^r  gayeft  me  3 
h;l,  th'jf  I  n:;«hL 
nuV.r  merry  with 
my  friend*; 

30  But  illwji 
as  thit  thy  ton 
was  co&t*  which 

hath  tk'TOWxd  t  hy 
living  with  har- 
loti;,  thou  hail 
killed  for  him 
the  fatwd  calf* 


of  them,  char,  through  their  own  pride  and  envy,  it 
proves  an  occaffon  of  Ji  heir  reje&ing  Chrift  and  tbc 
gofpel  to  their  own  perdition;  And  ycr  God  dots  not 
take  their  firft  refufal,  but  continues  befeeching  them 

to  be  reconciled  to  him, 

ay,  30*  but  (St)  the  elder  fon  ftill  continuing  oMU- 
nate  and  refilling  to  go  in,  talked  very  pertly,  faying. 
As  for  me,  I  have  always  been  your  obedient  fon,  have 
lived  like  a  fervant  in  your  family,  and  never  offended 
you  in  any  inftance  whatfotver;  and  yet  To  cool  and 
unkind  have  you  been  to  me,  that  you  never  fo  much 
as  gave  me  a  kul  to  enterrain  my  friends,  that  they 
might  rejoice  with'  me:  But  no  fooner  was  this  vile 
wrerch,  your  fon,  come,  whom  1  am  afhamed  to  own 
as  a  brother,  and  who  has  profufdy  J'quandered  away 
all  the  portion  which  you  gave  him,  in  rioting,  luxury, 
and  debaucheries,  but  immediately  the  fatted  calf  mull 
be  killed  to  entertain  him  and  make  merry  with  him* 
So  the  feribes  and  Pharifees ,  and  the  generality  of  the 
Jews*  not  with  Handing  the  repeated  gracious  invita¬ 
tions  of  the  gofpel,  continued  nbiUnatefy  to  refufe  co¬ 
ming  in  to  Chrift,  and  behaved  infolentiy  toward  God  : 
They  bonfted  of  their:  own  exact  regularity  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  as  U  rhey  had  never  offended  him  ;  they  thought 
thcmfelvea  fo  worthy  of  his  favour,  that  all  the  bit  (lings 
i>l  the  Jvleffiab’s  kingdom  ought  to  be  confined  to  them  * 


VOTES* 


*  They  wen  filled  with  fuch  envy  on  thU 
i^caGud  that  they  ipoke  Again  ft  the  things 
I\:nf  preaehtd  :o  them,  coatradkbng  and 
hUjdiciu  jci£T  (jftk  isiL  45*}  And  wlmi 
he  was  afterwards  making  ItU  <lcft  nee  to 
them,  as  (non  as  he  fpokc  of  Chrift’s^HiS^ 
ibi  Crrfft'rf,  they  loft  all  patience,  and 

■  _  j_  ™  j  +  ^ji  j  * 


as  ready  to  Gone  him,  And  flrtvr  Juft  firfs  tic 
i>,  to  itew  1  heir  iadi^iutioa  agjinft  him, 
( 1],  1L,  13.) 

j-  Something  like  this  was  the  cafe  even 

of  the  unbelieving  Jrrj  thcnsicIvLs,  who 
eon  Leaded  uiih  IWtr  fur  in  to  the 

GfHtiUs,  and  tTdcovercJ  thu*-  dtiphafure  *it 
it,  t-Li  he  chared  vp  that  ditptnfcuiou  of 
Cod's  £ricc  to  the^i,  xi.  j, — >3,) 


fig  rThe  EvangeRJl  LvKE  parapbrajld,  Ch.  x7. 


And  tu*  faid 

Unto  h*m,  Son, 
thou  art  tTCrwiili 
pc,  and  all  that 
2  haw  is  thine, 

31  It  WiipS  meet 

that  wt  thruaM 

make  mtrr>\  and 
be  glad;  for  t!ii$ 
phy  brniher  was 
dead,  and  rs  alive 

ajj-dn  ;  and  vu 

amt  i?  fenud. 


they  looked  with  indignation  and  difdain upon  the  Cert* 
tiles  as  the  muff  irfpi cable  wretches,  that  ought  not  to 
be  owned  as  their  brethren ;  and  could  not  bear  the 
thought  that  they  fiiould  be  equalled  to  themfelves, 
much  tefs  that  they  fhould  be  preferred  before  them  : 
And  thus  it  is  with  fclf- righteous  profeflors  of  ChrilVs 
name,  who  are  apt  faucily  to  arraign  the  dUpe illations  of 
God  *15  grace,  not  with  fUndlng  the  continued  overtures 
that  are  made  of  it  to  themfelves. 

31,32  But  his  father  replied*  Son,  what  room  is 
there  for  all  this  difcontpnt,  and  all  rhefe  murmuring 
complaints  ?  you  have  conftantly  eat  at  my  tabic,  which 
has  been  fupplied  with  rich  provifions  every  day,  and 
ha  ye  continually  lived  in  my  prefence,  under  the  tokens 
of  my  favour,  who  have  hitherto  confined  them  to  you  * 
and  l  have  (till  enough  for  you  :  But  here  is  a  fit  occa-? 
fion  for  cJtpreffing  more  than  ordinary  joy,  in  that  your 
brother,  whom  I  love,  and  you  ought  to  h>vc  too,  and 
who  was  given  up  for  dead  and  loft,  is  now  returned 
alive  and  well,  deeply  fallible  of,  humbled  for,  and  re¬ 
claimed  from,  his  extravagant  wickcdnefs  and  folly. 


and  is  now  a  dutiful  fon  to  me.  So  God  vindicates 

1 

L  the  free  difpenfations  of  his  grace  to  the  Gentiles^  and 
to  the  moll  infamous  finners,  agalnft  all  the  diffarif* 
faction  and  murmurhigs  of  its  enemies :  He  had  been 
exceeding  liberal  to  the  yru/*,  confining  his  covenant- 
mercy  for  many  ages  to  them,  among  whom  he  had 
pitched  his  tabernacle  with  the  (pecul  tokens  of  hit 
prefcnce,  {Rom*  ix*  4,  5,);  and  if  they  fhould  not  cut 
themfclves  off  by  unbelief,  all  would  ftiil  be  theirs,  he 
having  enough  for  them  and  others  too.  But  the  cont 
vcrjjou  of  thp  GfntiU$t  and  of  remarkable  tinners,  is 
the  quickening  of  them  who  were  moll  evidently  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  and  a  bringing  them  home  who 
were  far  from  Gcd  in  a  perilling  lUtc :  And  this  can¬ 
not  but  be  a  juft  occafion  of  exceeding  great  joy,  m 
tbq  account  pf  God  aod  angels  and  all  good  men  *. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


ffnw  dreadful  is  a  ftatp  of  fin  and  apoftacy  from  God  l  It  h  a  loft,  periling* 
entjaved  fUtc ;  injurious  to  the  author  of  our  brings,  to  ourfidves,  and  o- 

tbere; 

NOTE, 


*  The  elder  {an9  a  Making  go  reply  to  this, 

piav  intimate  either  chat  l  hole  jfitd*  who 

pcrfiilcd  in  their  ui tktclityt  ftijl  retained  their 
prejudices  the  "pfjiel  on  this  account, 
being  enemies  to  it  for  the  Cer*tia  Jakes, 
i turn.  xL  tS.  Or  it  may  intiirate,  iliac  thole 
*f*vr  *bo  believed  were  femjjed  with  this 
;Ao;uit  «i  th*1  OtntiiiS  hdug  made  frllow- 
Ju-iii,  iJi-  jr? j  anj  had  nothing tu  r*,;pIjT 


it,  aerordtng  to  Afh  *1.  j9.  And 
the  lame  may  he  fiid  of  trite  and  formal 
profefiora  of  ChrLft  on  one  bjod,  and  of 
feme  reel  believers  on  the  other,  with  rrfp^t 
to  the  inveterate  prejudices  of  the  one,  and 
the  u«ik  and  ignorant  murmuring*  of  the 
other,  #£ainft  the  riches  of  divide  grace  19 
the  worit  of  iiuptn, 


cb..xrf&; 
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then ;  d^ftitofe  of  all  that  is  honourable  and  comfortable ;  involved  in  djfrppolnt- 
inents  and  perplexity,  want  and  mife  y ;  and  expofetl  to  otter  ruin  Hot  behold 
tii:;  riches  of  divine  grace  to  the  worft  of  Goners  and  young  prodigals  1  <  ftarch- 

cs  after  h h  loft  fherp,  finds  them  out,  and  brings  them  home  to  himfrif,  and  his 
heart  and  arm's  are  open  to  receive  every  humble  penitent ;  he  obfrrve*  all  their 
groani  ngs  and  di  ft  refs,  all  the  *  orb  mgs  of  their  conferences  and  Joliet  to  js  thoughts 
about  their  w nr t died  condition,  all  the  firft  and  diilaoi  motions  of  their  hearts 
toward  him,  all  their  ddircs.  fears*  and  hopes*  and  all  their  nurpofrs  and  at¬ 
tempts  of  coding  to  him;  his  bowels  move  toward  them,  and  Lc  prevents  them 
with  Ids  mercy,  fecrctly  draws  them,  that  they  may  run  after  him,  helps  them 
again  ft  their  difeourapements,  melts  their  hearts  into  ingenious  repentance  for 
and  emboldens  their  truft  and  hope  in  lir$  mercy  through  the  f-ord  jefu? ;  and 
he  gr^cioufly  accepts  them  in  their  returns  to  him,  forgives  all  their  Jins,  rites 
them  into  bis  family,  ftunUcfts  himfclf  to  them  *s  he  does  uot  unto  the  world, 
iheds  abroad  hh  love  in  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fupplies  all  their  wants* 
and  enriches  them  with  the  bMings  of  grace  and  glory,  as  if  they  had  never  cf- 
fended  him  And  O  what  a  happy  change  does  his  grace  make  upon  them ! 
They*  who  before  were  befide  themfdves*  arc  then  brought  to  their  right  mind* 
and  made  wife  to  falvation ;  they  that  were  proud  ami  fdf-fufiteient,  and  had  nia 
great  lengths  in  Gn,  are  mnde  humbic,  ami  brought  back  again  to  God  ;  they 
that  were  loft  to  all  that  is  good,  nnd  to  their  own  or  others  power  to  work  ei- 
finally  upon  them,  are  recovered  to  every  thing  that  h  happr  and  glorious ;  and 
they  that  were  dead  in  IrefpafTes  and  fins  art  ma-Jc  alive  to  God,  to  glor*fy  hirn 
here,  and  enjoy  hi;n  forever  :  And,  on  this  occaliou,  what  exceeding  great  joy 
is  there,  in  their  own  finds,  and  among  the  faints  and  fervnnts  of  Chrift  trporr 
earth  :  Yea,  in  the  heart  of  the  bh;flcd  God  him  ft  f,  and  among  the  angels  in 
he  :ven  1  Bat  U  how  n  sturdily  perverfe  is  the  ft  ruler's  heart,  that,  not  witbfi  slid¬ 
ing  all  this,  he  will  try  to  make  auy  Ihi ft*  rather  than  rc'um  lo  God  through 
Chrift ;  and  that  nothing  but  a  fenfe  of  abtblute  cecefiity  will  ever  bring  him  in  1 
And  how  monftroufly  wicked  are  they*  who,  from  a  high  conceit  of  themCdves* 
rife  up  with  prejudices  againft  the  frecncft  and  fovereignty  of  ■ mu's  grace*  and 
would  hinder  or  murmur  at  the  happltrefi  of  tinners  in  their  converftou  to  him  1 
And  yet  how  patient  and  uarcctpi  muably  kind  arc  the  overtures  of  mercy  in  the 
gofpj,  even  lo  the  moft  fro  ward  in  heart !  I  tippy  Tor  them,  who  at  length  are 
overcome  by  It  i  But  wo  to  them*  who  after  all  continue  obftlnatcly  to  reject  it. 


CHAP.  XVI, 


The  right  ufc  of  worldly  enjoyments  reprefen  fed  in  the  parable  of  the  vn - 
juft  Jlewardt  r, — 13*  A  reproof  <f  the  Pharifces  for  their  cavctouf- 
nefi  and  hypos  rify^  14, — And  the  danger  of  felting  one's  heart  on 
earthly  treafures  itlujl rated  in  the  parable  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazo- 
rus,  1^—31. 


A 


Text. 

HD  ht  Aid 

alio  Uftf  o  hit 
There 
tiiu  retiin  rch 
man  which  had  a 
fit; ward ;  and  the 
Urr,c  was  necmcd 

unto 


Paraphrase. 


OTJR  Lord,  having  reproved  the  ferihes  and  Plan* 
fees  for  their  pride  and  envy,  proceeded  to  mltruct 
his  difeipies,  in  a  parable,  about  the  right  ufeof  world¬ 
ly  enjoyments,  faying,  A  certain  great  man  committed 
the  management  of  bis  eilate  to  a  fteward  and*  after 
feme  time,  an  accufation  was  brought  againit  him,  that 

he 


NOTE. 

*  The  rich  man  In  this  pnrtbl  r represents  are  minified  with  (he  bounties  0/  provi* 
Cjd;  and  toe  fUtvanl  rcprtients  b ow,  that  deuce,  and  *bufc  them. 


«6s 

unto  Iiln  that  he 
had  wafted  his 


i  And  he  e»I-* 

lt.1  him,  and 
unto  Hm,  iJow 
is  it  that  1  htor 
i  W's  of  Uicc?  j;ivc 

i*n  jcimuih  of  thy 
flm-  udlhliv  t  fov 
ihou  nuy<rt  benrt  < 
tsti^cr  ftcvjrd. 


3  Th*n  the 
ftewarn  fi*d  wwh- 
in  liirulclfj  What 
iiid.ll  l  Ao:  for*^y 

h*vd  tak^ili  iiw^y 

from  me  the  1U«  - 
arJlbip ;  I  uni)Ot 
dig,  to  1  w 
jitU^acJ. 

4  I  aui  rdulvM 
vlut  iudot  th*r, 

whcijlam  ptJioiit 
€>f  the  LtkWjjd* 
Ih;p.  i*i£y  miv  to 
ocv?  in  ci  moth  dr 

5  So  ii:  called 
cvei  v  Oil,'  of  m,; 
iordvii  debtor;  tin 

to  Jttmr  fj.J' 

mudi  n«cll  thou 
ymo  try  * 

<f  A  ml  he 
An  hundred 
jure  o*oii,  And 

Ur  Cm!  lili  o  hiui, 

Ji\k-  tny  .dil,  ilid 
f-t  iht«n  qui-kly* 
and  write 1  fifty 
1  yhc«  ia;d  he 
to  aiiothcr,  au:l 
huw  iriteh  invert 
thou?  apdl:Ci':d4j 
An  hunt!  cjmea 
jiirt'F  *-r  ulruat-' 
hr  ird  unto 
h;m,  lake  thy 

UiJt  and  write 
fcirfryi  ^ 

i  r  r*  ■ 


The  Evangtlijl  Luke  paraphafed*  Cb*  wu 

be  had  wronged  his  matter,  and  mi  (applied  hi$  goods* 
So  it  may  juttly  be  charged  upon  the  men  of  this  world, 
that  through  unfaithful  nets'  find  neglect,  they  hare  a* 
bufed  the  bounties  of  providence,  and  applied  them  to 
other  purpofes  than  rhofe  for  which  God  be  flowed  them* 

2  Thereupon  the  lord  of  the  ttewardTuuimoned  him 
to  appear  before  him,  and  faid,  What  a  fad  report  do  I 
bear  of  your  treachery  ?  deliver  up  your  accounts  cf  ail 
that  1  have  entruflrd  you  with  »  for  now  I  will  turn 
you  out  of  your  office.  So  the  cry  of  their  iniquity  who 
abufe  the  goodnefs  of  providence,  is,  like  the  fin  Sodcmt 
great  againft  them,  {Gen*  xriii*  20.) ;  And  the  time 
is  coming,  when  God  wilt  fay  to  them,  as  he  did  to 
£lzia,  IVh&t  hafi  thou  done?  (Gen.  iv.  10  }  And  as  he 
therf  wilt  fuffer  them  to  have  no  further  ufe  of  his 
bounties,  fo  he  gives  them  warning  before-hand  in 
their  own  conferences  and  in  his  word,  that  every  one 
of  them  Jhall  give  an  account  of  himfelf  to  God*  (Rom* 
xiv.  n:) 

3,  4  Upon  this  notice  from  his  lord*  the  flic  ward  rca- 
foned  in  himfelf  after  this  manner,  I  {hall  foun  be  dif* 
miffed  from  my  matter’s  fervice,  and  reduced  to  the 
utmoft  neceffity;  What  lhali  Ido  for  a  fuhiittence,  who 
have  never  been  brought  up  to  labour,  and  am  a  framed 
to  go  a* hogging  ?  but  at  length  he  icfojvcd  upon  a  prev 
feci,  to  ftcuie  triends  to  himfelf  among  his  lord's  debt¬ 
ors,  that,  when  he  fhould  be  difchsrgtd  from  hisftew- 
ardfrtp,  he  might  find  entertainment  with  them.  So 
floth,  and  pride,  anti  unrighteous  ways  of  living,  hav¬ 
ing  brought  fhe  fpendthrjfr  to  dtftrefcj  and  to  expect- 
+  arums  of  utter  ruin,  he  is  at  his  wit’s  ends,  atiti  is  full 
of  inquiries  after  a  provifion  for  time  to  come,  till  ho 
has  encouraging  profpeCls  of  obtaining  it ;  And  th? 
fiiiner,  who  is  fnjly  brought  to  fee  his  danger  by  fin, 
will  dread  the  confluence,  and  never  reft  till  he  bath 
hopes  cf  eternal  happintfg* 

5,  <S,  7  Now  the  policy  of  this  fie  ward,  to  provide 
for  himfelf,  was  this,  he  tent  for  all  ii is  lord's  debtors, 
and  baying  taken  tbeirjuft  accounts,  ordered  one  of 
them,  in  ail  hafte,  to  deduct  half,  and  another  a  fifth 
part  cut  of  the  bill;  which  was  to  be  given  to  bis  lord  j 
and  fo  abated  every  one  a  greater,  or  lefs  proportion  of 
his  debt,  that  he  might  fecure  a  retreat  when  his  matter 
fliouM  put  him  out  of  his  place.  So  the  men  of  this 
f  world  ate  full  of  fubtlie  contrivances,  and  n  eg  left  no 
!  means,  though  ever  fo  unjufl,  to  retrieve  their  defperate 
|  affairs ;  And  the  fiuner  ought  to  confult,  in  q  better 
4  manner^  what  he  {ball  do  to  be  fayed; 


Cb.  sti-  7$r  Evangclift  Lu2e  parapbrafed. 


a  And  t be  lord  8  And  when  his  lord  heard  how  artfully  this  man 
con  •pawled  the  had  managed,  he  owned  that  it  was  a  politic  fchem* 

bw"oi«  ht  h»d  ®*r  fccuring  a  fupply  w  hen  he  fhould  be  reduced  to  ex- 
«ioae  wifely ;  for  tremiry  *.  So,  though  the  difhonefty  of  fuch  a  fervant 
*J*  is  detdlable ;  yet  his  fore  light,  care,  and  contrivance 

tfcdr**gen«Mion  aboa:  the  intercAs  of  this  life  defer vc  an  imitation, 
»ifcr  than  the  with  regard  to  the  more  important  affairs  of  another, 
ftyUren  of  light,  an(j  condemn  tne  i  u  con  fickra  rear  fs  and  ftupidiry  of 

[hole  that  are  Jcfs  thoughtful  about  them  :  For  world* 
ly  wife  men,  who  place  their  chief  happmefs  in  what 
relates  to  the  body,  arc,  generally  (peaking,  more  faga- 
cious  and  induArious,  in  their  way,  to  form  and  com- 
pals  thtir  defigns  for  temporal  advantages,  than  the 
profeflors  of  religion,  who  have  the  light  of  the  gofpel, 
are  for  the  concerns  of  their  fouls  and  eternity,  though 
they  know  that  in  a  little  time  they  muA  die,  and  give 
an  account  of  themfelvec  to  God :  And  even  true  be¬ 


9  AaJtfaynn- 

to  you,  M^kc  to 
y  f\u  rfd  ve*  fr ie  n  ds 
pf  the  mimpiQu 
pi  tforighteouf- 
nefs;  that  when 
yc  fail  they  may 

iffriw  you  into 
flawing  habi¬ 
ts  uMit, 


t  o  fie  that  ij 
faithful  In  that 
whkh  U  icatl,  is 

fntr  ful  ah'o  to 
jnttch ;  and  he 
ih-i:  is  ufijuft  in 
thread*  ii UJijUlt 
all ©  in  much. 


lie  vers  do  not  ordinarily  contrive  and  lay  out  them- 
fclves  fo  much  about  fpi ritual,  as  the  men  of  this  world 
do  about  temporal  things. 

9  I  therefore  advife  and  charge  you  to  ufe  as  much, 
fort  fight  and  diligence  about  the  concerns  of  eternity, 
as  worldly-minded  men  do  about  the  things  of  time. 
Jnftead  of  employing  f  uncertain  riches  in  any  un¬ 
righteous  way,  ufe  them  in  a£ts  of  piety  and  charity, 
with  a  fiibfervienee  to  real  and  cverlafting  happinefe  ; 
that,  wfjen  flefh  and  heart,  and  all  thefe  enjoyments 
fill,  and  ye  come  to  die,  (*>.<««}  God  may  receive  you, 
as  faithful  ftewards,  to  eternal  manfions  in  the  heavens, 
the  holy  angels  may  take  charge  of  your  fouls  to  eon? 
du£t  them  to  glory,  and  the  poor  members  of  Chrift 
may  receive  you  with  joy  in  the  other  world, whole  bow¬ 
els  ye  refrdned,  and  whofe  prayers  were  offered  for  a 
blcfling  to  come  upon  you,  io  this. 

to  It  may  generally  he  obferved,  that  a  man  who  is 
found  faithful  or  unfaithful  in  a  fmall  truft  will  prove 
to  he  fo  in  a  greater  j  accordingly  it  is  ufual  to  advance 
an  h  on  eft  diligent  fefvant  from  a  lower  to  an  higher 
poll :  But  no  prudenr  perfon  will  ever  venture  to  do 
this  by  oue  that  is  treacherous. 

It  If 

NOTES. 


•  Some  fupp*>fe  that  the  Lord  here  Intend¬ 
ed  is  Chrtft  him  (elf,  who  palled  this  judg¬ 
ment  upon  the  ftrtirdV  wftdqfl. 

f  (igiiiJb  riches  ;  end,  accord¬ 

ing  to  the  heathen  theology,  the  god  of 
pkmy  \  And  all  the  treaftires  of  this  world 
are  here  railed  the  mammon  or  riches  of  un- 

xi^htconlbefc,  in  oppo&ion  to  (ax^iwir} 
the  true  riche;,  ver*  xr,  bccaufctbey  w 


empty  and  tmfatisfyhig,  prettifou*  and  dis¬ 
appointing  to  the  expeditions  of  thole  that 
place  tlicir  happmefs  in  them.  And  yet 
they  may  likewise  be  io  called,  becattfe 
they  are  often  unju fUy  obtained  and  poflet- 
fcd>  ahufed  and  made  the  means  of  corrupts 
i/ig  many,  and  are  the  only  portiop  of  ui»r 
righteous  men, 


w 


The  E vangeViji  LOSS  paraphrajeJl 


Ch.xvx* 


ml 

it  A  ltd  if  ye 
have  not  be^n 
faithful  ia  thit 
which  is  aunt  her 
who  ihsll 
give  yo«  that 

«h]ch  is.  your 


it  If  therefore  ;  n  If  rhertfore  you  are  io  unfaithful!  as  not  to  im- 

Sthfulio'thc'nn-  ’  Prove  mean  and  pcriJhing  enjoyments  of  this  world 
lightoas  mam- 1  for  the  great  ends  for  which  Coil  committed,  them  to 
man.  who  will,  youi  ehargr ,  how  can  ye  e$pe&  that  he  ihontd  ever 

*ntTu^  yo«  with  the  more  important  and  fublhntlal 
1  '  riches,  that  relate  to  the  heavenly  world  ? 

12  And  if  yc  acl  the  part  of  dilhoncft  ftewards  in 
in  the  management  of  the  good  things  of  this  life* 
which  are  not  y«mr  own,  but  which  God  has  commit* 
ed  to  you,  as  a  truft,  to  be  employed  for  his  glory,  and 
the  good  of  others,  and  which,  in  a  little  while,  ye 
mull  leave  to  ye  know  not  whqm,  how  can  yc  expect 
that  be  (ijou'd  enrich  you  with  thofe  better  treafures, 
which,  wh?n  oner  they  are  bellowed  upon  you,  arc 
that£  o?d  part)  u 'hick,  by  the  conttitution  of  his  cove¬ 
nant^  jhall  never  be  tahsn  from  you  ? 

13  Add  to  all  this,  that  it  is  impofEblc  for  any  one  to 
be  heartily  errj^jgtd  in  the  inEcicfts  of  matters* 
whofe  demands  are  dire&Iy  oppofice:  For  if  he  loves 
one  of  them,  and  lays  himfelf  out  in  his  forvicc,  he 
muft  of  neceffity  be  averfe  to  the  other*  and  chufc  to 
neglect  hie  affairs*  Thus  it  is  with  refpeft  to  God,  and 
the  rtchfs  of  this  world;  the  man*  who  fupremely  loves 
God,  as  his  chief  good,  will  defpife  all  earthly  trea¬ 
ties,  when  they  come  in  competition  with  him,  and 
wUt  ufb  them  to  honour  and  pleafe  him  ;  but  the  man, 
who  has  an  inordinate  a JFe&ion  to  this  world,  will  dif- 
rdifh  and  neglert  the  ferviee  of  Ged*  and  make  religi¬ 
on  itfelf  fubforvient  to  his  fecular  views.  (See  Jam/iv*  4#) 

14  Some  of  the  Pharifees *  a  covetous,  hypocritical 
fet  of  m^n,  being  prefom*  heard  this  difeourfe,  and 
treated  Chi ift  with  contempt  for  it;becaufe*  though 
they  couki  not  confute  irf  they  were  refolved  to  comply 
with  directions*  which  Uy  fo  entirely  oppofite  to  their 
darling  lulls. 

15  But,  though  he  knew  how  to  defpife  the  ftiame* 
he  Teproved  them  for  their  fin,  faying,  Ye  indeed  ver¬ 
bally  difehim  every  charge  of  iniquity;  and  by  your  out* 
wardfhewsof  uncommon  devotion,  and  great  exaftnd? 
in  ceremonial  obfervances*  pafs  for  extraordinary  feints 
in  the  eyes  of  men:  But  God  fees  through  tbe  inmolt 
pride,  covetoufnefe,  and  hypocxUy  of  your  hearts;  and 
fo  ye  {land  quite  other  wife  in  his  account  than  in  theirs : 
for  your  high  pretences  to  holinefs  and  piety  among 
men,  who  can  only  fee  your  outward  appearances  and 
profeffions,  are  deteftable  in  the  judgment  of  God* 
who  foes  you  as  ye  are*  and  beholds  all  the  fecret 
and  governing  vilenefe  of  your  hearts  *  and  he  will  re- 


1}  No  frnwit 

tiafervttwo  mil¬ 
ter*  :  for  either  he 
*riU  hater  the  one, 
tnj  lovcth^lhei'i 
crdiehc  wiilhohl 

to  the  one,  ind 

<kfpfc  the  other* 
Yc  cay  out  ierve 

God  ajad  mam- 
0100. 


14  And  the  Vhi- 
Ttfcci  a)  lb,  w'w 
wtrt  covetous  , 
heard  all  thefc 
things :  and  they 

derided  him. 


ij  And  hefjid 
unto  them  ,  Yc 
%n  they  uhich 
juftify  yoarfthtfs 
before  nicn;  but 
God  itnoiceih 
your  hiurt^ :  for 
chit  which  is 
flighty  erteemed 
amonjft  men,  is 
abomination  jn 
ftM  fight  of  God. 


Ch.  *«• 


if  The  law  and 

fhe  prophet  * 
until  John  ;  ft  net 
that  i  i:  ns- the  tinm¬ 
en  m  ot  is 

preached,  iTid  t- 
w'ry  man  pjtilctji 
into  if. 


tt  And  it  is 
cafter  (or  heaven 
anti  earth  to  paft, 
thin  one  Mttlcof 
*t;  \x¥  co  fait. 


iS  Whofoercr 

ptiiteth  away  his 

Trifcf  ntd  mant- 
ah  mother*  com- 
mkttdi  *lultciy : 
whofoevrr 

■ 

mavricth  her  that 

js  put  umy  from 
fljj  lu;sJ  j  and  ^a>ra  - 
znittetli 


The  Evmtgelifl  Lvcb  paraplrafctt 


jefl  you,  and  admit  others  to  his  favour  in- your  room* 
not  with  da  riding  your  high  conceit  of  you  rfc  Ives,  aod 
contempt  of  them,  as  veil  as  of  me  and  my  docXrine* 

16  For  the  Old  Teihirnent-difpcntation,  which  prefi¬ 
gured  %nd  prophefied  of  the  Meffiah,  continued  till 
John  appeared  to  point  him  out  unto  the  people ;  and,  a 
that  dilpenfation  was  in  a  manner  confined  to  the  Jeyos , 
ye  have  an  high  opinion  of  yuurfeives,  on  account  of 
your  external  compliances  with  it :  But,  from  the  time 
of  John  tbe  Baptifi,  a  difpenfation  of  much  greater 
light  and  grace  began  to  be  publifhed }  and  now  mul* 
tit  udes  of  portions,  of  what  nation  or  cha rafter  foever, 
even  publicans,  and  Gnners  of  the  Gentiles,  are  ear* 
neftly  defireoos  of  bearing  and  embracing  the  gofpel, 
are  putting  is  by  faith  for  an  intereft  in  its  hleflings, 
and  are  admitted  to  them,  though  they  are  no  observers 
of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  law. 

17  And  yet  the  law  is  not  hereby  made  void  ;  the 
prophecies,  types,  and  fbadows  of  the  Old  Teftament 
are  folly  accomplifhed,  and  the  moral  law  is  honoured 
and  confirmed,  by  the  gofpel  ;  its  precepts  are  explain* 
ed  by  my  doctrine,  and  are  exemplified  and  fulfilled  by 
my  obedience $  it  is  eftahlifhed  as  an  dTential  law  of 
my  kingdom  and  as  an  eternal  and  unchangeable  rule 
pf  riglnco u fuels  •,  its  obligations  are  enforced,  and  the 
practice  pf  it  is  feebred  upon  the  mofteffeftual  princi¬ 
ples  $  So  that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  fhall  looner 
fail,  and  the  whole  frame  of  them  be  diflolved,  than 
any  precept  of  this  law  fhall  be  difannulied  by  tbe  New 
Teltament-difpenfauon,  which  is  defigued  to  vindicate 
it  from  all  corruptions,  to  re  (lore  it  to  its  primitive 
purity,  and  to  dilcountenance  all  depraved  affections 
that  lye  in  oppofition  to  it,  as  appears  (among  other  in* 
fiances)  in  that  which  relates  to  the  original  law  of 


marriage. 

18  Mofes  indeed  permitted  a  man,  in  various  cafes, 
to  give  his  wife  a  bill  of  divorce,  and  put  her  away,  for 
tbe  preventing  of  greater  mifehief,  which,  through  the 
perverfenefs  of  your  hearts,  might  have  enfued,  { Matth , 
xif*  4,i— 8.)  but  to  (trike  at  the  root  of  all  iniquity,  and 
reduce  this  ordinance  to  its  primitive  inftitution,  which 
was  mofl  fui table  to  the  Hate  of  human  nature,  X  declare 
that  this  fhall  be  permitted  no  longer ;  but  that  wbofo- 
ever  (hall  divorce  his  wife,  and  marry  another,  except 
it  be  on  account  of  his  firit  wife’s  having  been  guilty  of 
adultery,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth <  v.  32.)  he  himfelf 
(hall  he  accounted  an  adulterer ;  and  whofoever  (hall 
piarrv  the  divorced  woman  (hall  be  accounted  an  adul¬ 
terer 


*7* 

milteth  adultery* 


T%e  E van  gift jt  Luke  p&r&phrafed. 


Ch.  xvL 


iyTIititwis  a 
cerium  rich  man, 
vhich  wu  clothed 
io  purple  a od  fine 

Kmnf  and  fared 
finpraoufty  eve- 
fy  day* 


terer  too,  he  having  no  lawful  claim  to  her,  w hi  1ft  her 

£rfl  hufband  is  alive* 

19  Our  blcHed  Lord  having  thus  reproved  the  Pba* 
rifets  for  their  pride,  covetoufnrfs,  and  hypocrify,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  difeourfe  about  the  right  ufe  of  temporal 
riches,  and  reprefrmed  the  great  danger  of  perverting 
them  into  frififh,  fenfual  and  licentious  purpofes,  in  the 
following  parable,  faying.  There  was  a  man  of  a  very 
large  eftare,  who  indulged  himfclf  to  the  utmoft  in  the 
enjoyment  of  it :  He  was  arrayed  in  the  rich  eft  and  fi- 
reft  appaicl,  wdh  purple  robes,  like  a  nobleman  ora 
prince,  and  leaded  on  the  moft  delicious  rarities,  and 
elegant  dainties  every  day.  So  many  of  the  rich  men  of 
this  world,  fpend  all  their  treafurcs  upon  rhcmfdvts,  to 
appear  gay  and  great,  to  gaip  the  admiration  of  others* 
and  to  gratify  their  own  fenfual  appetites  m  ail  the  lux¬ 
uries  of  life  that  wealth  and  art  can  provide; 

20,  21  At  the  fame  time  there  was  a  certain  man, 
fitly  named  Lazarus  *,  who,  being  reduced  to  ptrfeft 
beggary,  and  {*\*w*n)  all  over-fpread  with  ulcers,  was 
laid  at  the  rich  epicure’s  gate,  where  he  begged  for  the 
broken  in  eat  or  fci  apes,  yea,  rather  than  fail,  for  the 
very  crumbs,  that  the  dogs  ufed  to  pick  up  under  the 
table;  But  this  prof  ufe  and  unnatural  man  hardened  his 
heart  ergainfl  his  miferies  and  his  cries,  and  would  take 
no  notice  of  him,  to  order  him  the  lea  ft  relief;  and  yet 
(****  *«.}  his  fores  were  fo  grievous,  that  the  very  dogs 
got  about  him,  and,  file  wing  more  pity  than  their  cru¬ 
el  matter,  licked  them.  So  many  of  God’s  own  chil¬ 
dren  are  among  the  poor  of  this  world,  and  afflicted 
with  diftempers,  pains,  and  fores,  as  well  as  others; 
in  thefe  drcumltaoccs  they  are  fom crimes  caft,  by  pro¬ 
vidence,  in  the  way  of  rich  and  fenfual  men,  who  have 
ability,  but  no  hearts  to  relieve  them,  and  will  rather 
wafle  their  fuperfiuities  upon  their  dogs,  than  refrefh 
the  bowels  of  thrfe  poor  faints  with  them,  and  are  more 
unnatural  and  unmerciful  than  the  brutes  themfelves* 
22,  23  But  (*‘)  in  a  little  white  the  poor  diftrrffed 
beggar  was  difmiDed,  by  death,  from  all  his  afflifttve, 
wretched,  and  nrceflitous  ci  re  uni  fiances ;  and  bb  foul, 
as  the  departing  fouls  of  all  believers  are,  was  immediate¬ 
ly  conduced,  with  fafety  and  grandeur,  under  a  convoy 
of  angels,  to  a  date  of  glory  and  bleffednefs,  where 
be  had  the  honour  and  the  delight  of  being  lodged  and 

chcrifhcd, 

NOTH* 

*  By  tlie  rich  man  clothed  In  purple,  for  hu  Help,  he  might  mean  Tome  eminently 
Chrift  perhaps  pointed  to  JJtr*/;  an d  bj  pious  man  of  that  name,  who  was  a  known 


ao  And  there 
wa£  a  ctruin  hrg~ 
gar  turned  Laza- 

run,  *■  hleft 
laid  at  Ins  gate, 
full  of  fores, 

-11  And  deft* 
rin£  f^hefed  with 
the  oumbvnhxh 
fell  irum  the  rich 
mansuble;  more¬ 
over,  the  doge 
came  and  licked 

|u*  lores* 


t%  And  it  came 
to  paft,  that  the 
logger  died,  and 
vn  carried  by  the 
wgels  into  A  bra*. 

hun*| 


JLczanti  which  JjgniCei  one  who  h*s  G 


tZufediy* 


Th  tvangelifi  Luke  parafiraftl \ 


ham'shofooi:  the 
rkh  mui  alfodi- 
ed,  utd  wii  buii* 
cl* 

x )  And  in  hdl 
be  Jilt  up  his  eyes* 
being!  n  tonne  ots# 
and  treth  Abn- 
hat n  afar  olT,  and 

and  Lazanu  in 
bU  bo&u« 


14  And  be 

cried*  and  fi'd, 
lather  Ahrab  ra, 
have  mercy  on 
mcv  and  fend  Lj,~ 
that  he 
may  dip  the  tip 
of  his  finger  in 
viler,  and  cool 
my  tongue;  for 


cberiflied*  like  one  leaning  on  Abraham**  bofom*  amidH 

all  the  rich  entertainments  of  the  heaven  Ip  world  f. 
The  rich  man  litewife  died,  as  well  as  the  poor  beggar> 
and  had  a  pompOas  funeral,  which  finilhed  all  his  glo¬ 
ry  ;  but,  alas!  how  infipid,  vain,  and  worth Idi  were 
the  I  aft  honours  paid  tu  his  formerly  pampered,  and 
now  infcnfible  and  loathfome  carcafe*  whijit,  at  the 
lame  time,  bis  foul  was  no  longer  confcious  of  them, 
but  was  tortured  in  the  midA  of  terrible  agonies,  which 
is  the  cafe  of  all  that  die  in  their  fins,  how  grand  foe- 
ver  their  lives  and  burials  were:  For  in  his  feparate 
fUtc  *»  immediately  after  the  death  of  the  body,  he  fell 
under  executions  of  vindictive  wrarh,  for  his  abufts  of 
God’s  goodntfsj  and  there,  furrounded  with  devils  and 
damned  fpi fits,  his  companions  in  hideous  horror,  he 
bad  a  difeovery  of  the  feat  and  company  of  the  bleffed, 
at  a  great  diftance  from  him,  which  aggravated  his  own 
tnifeiTf  and  that  fo  much  the  more,  as  he  there  beheld 
poor  Lazarus,  whom  he  had  lormerly  neglected  and 
defpifed,  lodged  with  fafety,  honour,  and  joy  in  the 
very  bofom  of  Abraham  himfelf. 

24  The  rich  man  feeing  Lazarus  poffefledof  all  hap* 
pinefs,  and  himfdU  plunged  intnali  infttpponable  mife* 
ries*  cried  out  to  Abraham 4*  with  great tarneftnefc,  in 
the  dcfpairing  agony  of  his  foul,  O  thou  Father  of  all 
Ifradites ,  have  compalTion  upon  me,  who  am  one  of 
thipe  06 spring,  amt  who  hoped  to  be  blefled  by  tby  co 
venant,  as  a  defeendent  from  thee,  order  Lazarusy  I  be* 
fetch  thee,  to  come  hitber,  and  give  me  a  litrle  relief, 

it  be  no  more  than  a  drop  of  water,  banging  on 
of  his  finger*  might  be  to  cool  the  tongue  of 

one 


N  o  ‘ 

|  Abraham's  bafmt  wm  a  phrafe,  by 

which  the  Jews  cxprelfcd  the  happiori*  of 
the  fouls  of  the  righteous,  immcdurely  upon 
their  death,  which  they  ufed  to  fay  were 
carried  thither  by  good  angdH  And  this 
rieferiptioa  of  heavenly  bWIcdnete  fwoit  to 
allude  to  the  porture  that  wa*  cwflomary  a- 
mungthe  antients  at  thrlr  feafts,  where  the 

viicOs  fit  leaning  backward*,  the  foraJ  in 
the  bofom  of  the  firfi,  and  fo  on  to  the  » 
Thus  the  beloved  dl&iple  kaet  vn  Jufta's  k- 
fim  ;  {J*bn  xiii*  sj.)  And  fo  pttar 
m  had  the  honour  and  the  felicity  of  being 
placed  next  ro  Ahrahm^  the  father  of  the 
faithful,  and  the  friend  of  God,  to  ftiare  fo 
communion  and  reft*  in  rcfrelhment  and 
entertainment  with  him,  a*  Chrift-  doc*  with 
his  Father,  who  is  iaid  to  be  in  his  hfijru 
{Jfiha  L  IS,) 

•  the  vfotd  here  ttaaflaced  h&9 


L  E  S- 

properly  (Sgnifics  the  Hate  of  Separate  fouls  ; 
and  u  ap|»cafs  from  livnee,  as  alfo  from  thin 
rich  man's  having  fire  brethren  flit!  leaving 
upon  earth,  under  the  means  of  £nccr  that 
hi*  mtfery  and  Lfizarm***  bJcflodnefs  imeae* 
duteJy  followed  their  refpc^l ive  deaths,  tho* 
their  different  frames  are  repreiented,  in  a  fi¬ 
gurative  ftnin,  hy  moll  tflifting  image*, 
taken  from  the  Iralj,  and  fmm  what  wo 
know  to  he  moft  fenlibly  touching  to  it,  in 
the  painfill  or  pleaffon  way. 

T  The  follow*  ngeu«  reflation  between  thfl 
rich  man  and  Atraijam  is  not  to  he  literally 
nnderitood,  as  if  in  fuft  fudi  difeourfe  had 
pafled  between  them  ;  it  is  only  a  repiefm- 

talion,  by  harrowing  iangn^ge,  of  the  hap¬ 
py  and  miferahie  ttur  of  things,  and  of  the 
fenfe  which  ihc  righteous  and  wicked  have 
of  them,  in  the  other  world* 


M4 

Jain  tormented  id 

•Mi  fame. 


%$  Bat  Ahrt- 
Iitm&ld,  San, Ye¬ 
men  ber  that  tbno 
fn  thy  life  time  re¬ 
ceived  It  thynod 
things,  anil  like* 
w(e  Lazarus  evil 
things  i  but  now 
he  is  eomfortcdp 

and  thou  art  tar- 
mnuiL 


The  Evangefyl  Lu  £e  patdphrafei.  On  tti* 

one  in  the  midft  of  a  raging  fire,  which  is  the  livdied 
emblem  of  what  I  feel :  For  I  am  dreadfully  tortured* 
under  the  fenfe  andlmpreflions  of  divine  vengeance*  as 
in  an  intolerable  flame.  So  the  fenfual  and  flourilhing 
Cnnef,  who  negle&ed  and  fcorned  the  people  of  God 
in  their  poverty  and  aflli&ion*  being  mifcrably  torment¬ 
ed*  immediately  after  death*  in  hell*  whatever  his  re¬ 
ligious  privileges  were  on  earth*  would  be  glad  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  favour,  though  ever  lb  little,  at  their  bands 
to  whom  they  refufed  the  lead  ktndnefs  before. 

25  But  Ahrahant  bid  him  reflect,  as  the  damned  in 
hell  can  do*  upon  his  own  and  Ldzantz’t  former  and 
prefent  circumlbnccs,  faying,  You  are  indeed  my  fon, 

according  to  the  ilefli*  and  bad  many 'privileges  asfuch; 
but  how  ttnworthy  have  you  a&cd  of  the  father*  from 
whom  you  vainly  boaft  of  your  defer nt  ?  and  how  un¬ 
gratefully*  as  well  as  fooliJldy,  have  you  finned  away 
the  advantages,  which  might  have  been  hoped  for  from 
thence?  Confider*  that  you,  whilft  oq  earth,  had  rich¬ 
es,  pomp,  and  plcafure  in  abundance ;  'Hiefe  were  alt 
the  good  things,  that  you  deGred,  efteemed,  and  pla¬ 
ted  your  happinefs  in ;  thefe  you  ufed  only  for  yourfdf  * 
and  having  abufed  thefe,  through  the  hardnefs  and  im¬ 
penitence  of  your  heart,  no  further  good  remains  to  you 
for  ever.  And  confider  that  Lazarus,  whilft  he  lived 
in  the  body*  was  deftimte  and  afHifted*  pining  with 
hunger*  and  a  defpicable  object  in  human  view :  Thefe 
circumftances  were  very  uncomfortable  him  ;  tbefe 
he  received  with  fubmimon  and  patience,  from  the  fove» 
feign,  holy,  all  difpofing  providence  of  God;  andfome 
of  thefe  he  received  immediately  from  cruel  and  unmer¬ 
ciful  men,  who,  lihe  you*  flint  up  their  bowels  of  com¬ 
panion  againlt  him.  But  now  the  tables  are  turn’d,  all 
his  evil  things  are  pa  ft  and  gone,  and  he  poflefles  blef- 
fednds  without  allay  *  but  all  your  good  things  are  at 
an  end*  and  you  are  infupportably  tormented :  And  how 
can  you,  who  would  not  allow  him  a  crumb  of  bread, 
expeft  a  drop  of  water  from  his  hand  now  ?  So  none  of 
the  enjoyments  of  the  (inner  and  none  of  the  aflH&ton? 
of  God’s  people*  reach  any  further  than  the  prefent 
(hart,  perifhtng  life ;  the  faint  at  death  will  exchange 
his  forrows  for  all  comforts}  and  tbe  Tinner  will  ex¬ 
change  his  mercies  for  all  miferies,  and  (hall  then  be 
forced  to  remember  all  tbat  palled  on'  earth,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  will  condemn  bimfelf,  and  add  a  fting  to 
his  torments,  and  will  jollify  God’s  righteoufnefs  in  in- 
fii&ing  them. 

Abraham  furthermore  added.  Ah  poor  wretch!  the 

time 


Cb.  xvi. 

And,  bdidcs 
*11  this,  between 
ku  ■ nd  you  there 
i&  igra?  gulf  fix¬ 
ed;  Jo  that  they 
which  would  puls 
from  hence  to  you 
Cannot  ;  neither 
can  they  p^fs  to 

hsj  that  -wo&fd 

tome  from  l lienee. 


17  Then  he 
fuel,  I  pray  thee 
thcreiore  father, 
thit  thonwoukltl 
fen d  him  to  my 
father's  hoitfe : 

a8  For  1  haire 
fi¥C  brethren;  that 
hemaytcAify  11^ 
to  them,  Ht  they 
alfo  come  inio 
this-  place  of  tca- 

tttut. 


igT  Abraham 
faith  onto  him. 
They  have  Mofcs 
and  the  prophets; 

let  them  hear 

ih^m. 


The  SvangeSfi  LtjKe  parapbra/tdL  -tf§ 

■ 

time  of  mercy  and  hope  is  now  over;  God  hath  fixed 
fuch  a  vaft  and  unpayable  diftance  between  the  Happy 
and  the  mifcrable*  by  an  irreverfiblc  decree  and  fentence, 
that  if  any  of  us  were  ever  fo  deiirous  to  go  and  relieve 
you,  it  would  be  abfolutcly  impofliblc  to  do  it  ;  and  it  is 
as  impoilible  for  any  of  your  diftrefibd' company  to  come 
to  us,  and  {hare  in  our  joys,  though  they  were  ever  fo 
earned  in  attempting  it.  So  the  date  of  every  foul  at 
death  is  unalterably  fixed  in  heaven  or  hell,  there  is  no 
medium  ;  to  one  of  thefe  it  mnft  go*  and  there  abide 
for  cycL 

ay,  28  Then  the  rich  man,  defp;iiring  of  any  com¬ 
fort  for  himfeif,  faid  to  dbraham*  I  entfeut  thee*  by  all 
the  tendemefs  of  a  father,  to  Ihevv  me,  at  lead*  fo 
much  favour,  as  to  cUfpatch  Lazarus  to  my  father’s 
houfe,  where  I  have  five  brethren  Hill  living,  who  are 
your  offspring"  too,  that  he  may  acquaint  them  with  the 
true  (late  of  things  in  the  eternal  world;  Let  him  tell 
them  what  a  dreadful  condition  my  G ns  have  brought 
me  into;  and  Itt  him  warn  them  of  the  danger  of  tread¬ 
ing  in  my  fteps,  left  they  fhare  with  me  in  my  plagues, 
and  increafe  my  guilt  and  torment*  for  having  drawn 
them  into  ruin  by  my  example.  So  though  there  is  ncr 
compaflion  or  charity  in  hell,  yet  the  damned  there  are 
in  fearful  expectation  of  growing  mifcrics,  when  their 
Companions  in  iniquity  come  thither;  and  as  their  pu- 
ni fitment  is  already  more  than  they  know  how  to  bear, 
they  would  fain  have  every  thing  prevented,  that  might 
add  Hill  further  to  their  diftrefs* 

29  To  this  Abraham  replied,  No  requeft  cm  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  you,  who  are  under  an  irrcvckahlc  fcmence  of 
damnation  j  and  as  to  what  you  ufle  for  your  brethrenr 
it  is  unreafonuble;  God  will  not  go  out  of  his  appoint¬ 
ed  and  fettled  way  to  humour  you?  or  them;  they  have 
fufficient  notices  and  warnings  in  the  writing*  of  Mofos 
and  the  prophets,  which  they  may  read  as  often  as  they 
pi  cafe,  and  which  are  read  and  preached  in  the  fyna- 
gogues  every  fabbatb-day ;  If  therefore  they  would  e- 
feape  the  torments  of  the  damned,  and  obtain  the  blef- 
fedneft  of  the  righteous,  let  them  attend  to  thole  In- 
fhuflions,  which  God  has  already  afforded  then}.  So 
tinners  in  bell  will  find  no  expedient  to  prevent  their 
recreating  calamities  ;  and  Gnners  under  the  means  of 
grace  upon  earth  mu  ft  ftand  or  fall,  according  to  their 
afe  or  abufe  of  thofe  means,  having  no  room  to  expert 
that  God  will  convert  them  by  voices  or  viGcms  from  tba 
other  world,  or  go  out  of  his  ordinary  and  inftiteted 
way  to  fore  tbcmr 

J  30  The 


The  Evangelift.  Losti  pa.raphmfea* 


Ch*  ivi« 


yo  And  lie  Grid, 
Nvft'  filhcr  A- 
brvbam  i  but  if 
one  went  unto 
them  from  the 
dead*  they  will 


30  The  rich  man  anfwercd,  Nay,  father  Abraham^ 
what  I  urged  for  them  is  more  likely"  to  be  effectual  than 
what  you  mention;  The  doftrines,  the  commands  and 
threatening^  contained  in  the  law  an d  the  prophets** 
are  become  fo  common  and  familiar  to  them*  that  they 
the  left  regard  them  3  but  what  I  fpeak  of,  would  be  a 
new  and  ft  range  thing*  and  fo,  much  more  affe&ing 
and  convincing;  And  therefore  if  fucb  an  one  as  Laza* 
ruiy  who  was  known  to  be  a  good,  though  a  poor  and 
afflicted  man  upon  earth,  were  to  rife  from  the  dead,  on 
purpofe  to  tell  them  of  the  vaftly  important  things  of 
the  invifiblc  world,  and  toadmomfh  and  warn  them  by 
hia  own  and  my  example,  they  could  not  but  be  brought 
to  alter  their  fentiments,  and  to  turn  from  fin  fo  Godf 


It  And  he  fJd 

Untohim,  l flirty 

heir  not  Moics 
and  the  prophets, 
neither  will  they 
be  per  folded  tho* 
one  rale  from  the 
4cuL 


that  they  might  efcape  my  torments,  and  enjoy  his  blef- 
fedneft-  So  people  infenfible  of  the  power  of  natural 
corruption,  and  of  the  ueceffity  cf  divine  grace  to  make 
an  effc£hnl  change  upon  the  heart  and  life,  arc  apt  to 
Imagine  that  fome  other  means  would  be  more  effectual 
to  converfiont  than  thofe  which  God  himfelf  has  ap¬ 
pointed, 

31  But  Abraham  replied  again.  If  they  will  nor  be¬ 
lieve  the  warnings  given  by  A Ufis  and  other  irifpired 
writers,  whofe  doftrine  is  plain,  and  has  b  en  confirm¬ 
ed  by  unqueflionable  miracles;  an  exprdfs  fent  from  rhe 
dead,  might  indeed  ftarde  and  furprize  them,  but  they 
would  give  no  more  credit  to  his  teftimony  than  thry 
do  to  that  which  tbey  have  already,  and  which  is  Ids 
liable  to  be  fufpe&ed  of  any  fraud ;  So  the  fame  depra¬ 
vity  and  perverfenefc  of  fceart,  which  will  not  he  prevailed 
upon  by  ordinary  means,  would,  were  a  man  left  to 
himfelf,  as  effectually  throw  off  die  influence  of  all  ex¬ 
traordinary  ones  whatfoever;  and  it  is  only  by  the  bid- 
fin  g  of  God  on  his  own  appointments,  that  any  can 
warrantably  estpeft  converGon  and  falyation* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  art  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  tranfitoiy  life,  but  fruits,  which  God  has 
committed  lo  us  for  his  glory  and  doing  good  i  We  cannot  hold  them  long,  and 
a  day  of  reckoning  will  quickly  come,  God  only  knows  how  foon,  when  every 
one  of  us  mutt  give  an  account  of  our  [tewardfhip  to  him  ;  and  O  how  great  is 
the  eoheem  that  we  be  found  faithful  in  the  great  day  !  How  tooUfh  is  it,  and 
how  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  common  prudence  in  other  affairs,  to  fee  mure  in- 
duftrinus  in  purfuing  earthly  riches,  than  eternal  treafurcs  l  Who  that  is  as  wife 
for  another  world,  as  prudent  men  are  for  this,  would  not  »fe  all  his  opportu-' 
nities  Arid  Advantages  here,  in  fubfervi  ence  to  everlafting’  abodes  of  bkilednefs 
hereafter  f  And  they  only,  who  are  earneft  in  prcffuig  after  them,  can  expert  ter 
obtain  them .  How  watchful  fhould  we  be  againft  all  unfaithMncfs  and  iniquity  y 
fioce  little  fins  lead  on  to  greater,  and  an  abufe  of  lower  tmfts  and  enjoyments  is 
a  juft  reafon  why  Ged  fltould  deny  us  higher  \  But  alas  fcoiv  apt  are  covetous 

provd; 


■ 
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proud*  find  hypocritical  people*  and  all  under  the  dominion  of  an*  fin,  to  dc- 
ride  reprotrf*  rather  tfuit  fait  under  conviction  by  it!  And  how  often  is  that, 
which  is  of  high  account  with  men,  abominable  in  God\>  light,  who  knows  the 
heart*  and  whofe  law  is  a  rule  of  righteoufiK'fs  and  of  judgment,  which  never 
CHti  be  rrverfed  :  How  in  confidence  and  worth  left  arc  all  the  ridica  of  thij 
world;  iincc  God  Jets  fc  light  hy  them,  as  to  bcftuw  them  with  the  jrrcatefl  af¬ 
fluence  on  wick td  men*  and  they  grow  wovfe,  injlead  of  better  by  ti^m,  con- 
Turning  them  on  their  lulls !  And  how  much  more  deiirahlc  is  the  lot  of  the  poorelt 
and  moft  diftrerTed  Chriftian  upon  earth,  whofe  evil  tilings,  which  wilt  foot)  have 
an  end,  arc  only  in  this  world*  and  wbofe  good  things  will  be  enjoyed  :n  the  next 
with  rverlafiiug  anil  unutterable  delight,  than  that  of  the  richeli  tinner,  whofe 
uncertain  and  imfatisfyiug  comforts  are  confined  to  this  thort  and  vanifhing  lift, 
and  who  wilt  be  dripped  of  all  enjoyments,  and  exchange  them  For  in  Tuppor table 
and  cudlcft  torments  in  the  world  tocome  !  There,  immediately  after  death,  th« 
diiftrcnt  dates  of  untntxcd  happinefs  or  mifrry  will  be  unalterably  fixed  for  ever, 
to  the  exceeding  joy  of  the  now  afflicted  heliever,  and  to  the  utter  confuLinn  of 
the  impenitent  epicure.  And  O  how  terrible  will  the  reflections  uftiifk  fouls  be 
then,  bow  much  foever  they  may  flight  and  triilc  about  their  eternal  concerns 
now  !  Hut  Veiled  be  God,  that*  on  this  fide  hell,  there  is  yet  room  for  a  happy 
change  of  ftate;  from  nature  to  grace,  from  wrath  and  cnrfe  To  favour  and  a 
bl effing,  by  means  of  God*a  word  and  the  miniflry  of  it*  Hut  if  by  ihele  we  ar^ 
not  brought  to  repentance,  there  is  no  room  to  expert  that  any  other  means  will 
be  given,  or  be  made  eflofhial  for  that  puipoEc*  How  carneftty  therefore  fhouM 
wc  beg,  that,  while  we  are  in  this  world  of  mercy,  thegofycl  may  he  Jet  home  u- 
pon  our  hearts  by  the  bkffcd  Spirit,  and  fo  may  be  the  power  of  God  to  our  own 
fj]  ration  I 


¥ 


a 


CHAP.  XVII. 

Cbriffs  difcmtft  about  offences  and  forgiving  of  injuries,  i, — 4.  About 
faith  and  humilitu  jy—  io.  His  curing  ten  lepers,  it, —  iy.  And 
his  account  of  the  nature  of  his  kingdom t  and  of  the  dejlrucikn  of  the 
Jevtifb  nation t  20, — 37. 

Text* 

Til  EH  faiil  lie 

unto  the  dif- 

<iplcf,lt  is  impel  * 
fi  ble  but  that  of* 
fences  will  come: 
hut  vo  ur.fy  him 
thro*  whom  they 
co  cue. 


o 


1  tl  were  better 

for 

Vol*  IL 


Paraphrase. 

UR  Lord,  turning  his  difccmrfc  to  his  difciples* 
re-minded  them  of  fevera]  things  which  be  had 
delivered  to  them  before,  {Mat*  xviii.J  faying,  Such 
is  the  wickedrtefs  and  perverfenefs  of  mankind,  and 
fuch  their  pafflons  and  prejudices,  that  it  is  morally 
lmpolfiblc,  but  that  occifions  will  arife  to  the  Hum¬ 
bling  and  falling  of  many.  It  is  therefore  to  be  ex- 
pefted  that  persecutors,  feciucers*  and  carnal  profef* 
Tors  will  ufe  fuch  violence,  vent  fuch  corrnpt  doctrines* 
and  lead  fuch  fcandalous  lives,  as  will  grieve  and  dif- 
courage  fume,  and  pervert  others  from  the  fimplicity 
of  the  gofpel,  and  draw  them  into  fin  :  But  great  will 
be  the  guilt  and  ruin  of  that  man,  through  whofe  er¬ 
rors  and  evtt  practices  any  fuch  olTcnfive  and  injurious 
things  (hall  be  brought  into  the  world. 

2  It  would  have  been  much  better  for  him  to  have 
undergone  the  word  of  capital  puni flun cuts,  from  the 

M  ^  hand? 


*7* 

£>rhimthatamil~ 

A’tflf  flnCrC 

cd  about  hit  iierk, 
anJ  he  ait  into 
the  Gm,  iliat)  rhat 
he  ihoitld  offend 
one  of  thefe  liulc 

ODCS. 

3  Take  heed  to 
yaurich'c&?  It  thy 

hroihertrefpafo 
Rjfdcifl  thee,  w* 
hkc  him ;  :.nd  if 
he  repent,  forgive 

Umv 


4'Andifhe  tref- 
paffi  agduft  thee 

fcren  times  in  a 
day,  and  feveti 

ajpin  to  thcc,  fty- 
ingj  rcjxrnf;  rhuu 
ihidt  forgive  hioy 


%  And  the  a- 
podlCS  tid'd  LB  to 
tJic  Lord^Incvcafe 
oar  faith* 


d'Anil  the  Lord 
jhid,  If  ye  had 
faith  as  a  grain  of 
ro  it  ft  ard- feed,  vc 

might 
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hands  of  men,  fuch  as  being  thrown  into  the  Tea  with 

a  great  (tone  about  his  neck,  to  drown  him,  than  that 
he  Ihould  have  lived  to  dtihonour  and  provoke  God  fo 
highly,  and  to  bring  fuch  dreadful  mifcrics  upon  him- 
felt,  by  doing  fo  much  mifcluef  to  any  one,  even  of 
the  weakeft  of  them,  who  believe  in  me*  (Aftf^A*xviii*6.) 

3  Take  heed  therefore  that  by  your  example,  doc¬ 
trine,  or  mifeonduef,  ye  do  not  lay  f tumbling-blocks 
in  the  way  of  any,  or  become  an  occafion  of  fadden- 
ing  their  hearts,  or  of  drawing  them  into  fin  ;  but  do 
all  that  in  you  lyes  to  encourage  them,  to  prevent  their 
falling,  and  to  recover  them  from  chexr  falls ;  in  or¬ 
der  hereunto,  if  one,  who  is  called  a  brother,  fhodd 
affront  and  injure  any  of  you,  be  watchful  over  your 
ownfpirit,  that  it  be  not  filled  with  prejudices  ag&inft 
him,  or  again!?  me  and  my  gofpel  for  his  fake*  but, 
in  a  prudent,  tender,  and  brotherly  manner,  endea¬ 
vour  to  convince  him  of  his  fault*  and  of  the  greater 
mifchicf  it  docs  to  himfeif  than  to  yon;  and,  when¬ 
ever  he  difeovers  a  concern  for  it,  pafs  it  by,  and  be 
heartily  reconciled  to  him* 

4  Yea,  fuppofe  it  Ihould  happen  that,  through  for- 
get fu hie fs,  carelcflhcfs,  imprudence,  and  the  like,  he 
ffrould  foon  and  often  repeat  his  offence,  even  to  feven 
times  in  one  day,  and  ihould  as  often  renew  acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  it,  with  promtfes  to  take  care  that  he  be 
no:  guilty  of  the  like  for  time  to  come,  fo  that  he  at 
ljft  feems  to  be  in  good  earnefl,  go  on  (till  to  forgive 
him,  perfeVering  in  your  duty  toward  him,  till  you1 
thoroughly  overcome  and  reclaim  him* 

5  The  apcftles  having  heard  Chrift's  charge  about 
thefe  great  and  difficult  duties,  which  Lay  fo  contrary 
to  natural  refentments,  were  much  affe&ed  with  a  fenfc 
of  their  excellence  and  importance,  and  of  their  own: 
indifpenfible  need  of  his  fpecial  affiitancc  for  putting 
them  into  practice;’  and  therefore  carneftly  be  fought 
him,  as  their  Lord,  that  he  would  ftrengthen  their  faith 
in  God's  fergivenefs  of  their  own  great  and  multiplied 
provocations,  and  would  draw  it  into  lively  exercifer 
for  deriving  (Irength  from  him,  whereby  they  may  be 
inclined  and  enabled  to  anfwer  thefe  high  demands* 

6  And  the  Lord  Jcfus  replied.  If  your  faith  in  me 
be  of  the  right  kind,  though  it  were,  comparatively 
fpeaktng,  as  final  I  as  a  grain  of  mu  (lard-feed,  it  has 
fuch  a  vigorous  communion  with  my  fiffnefs,  that,  in 
its  proper  exercife,  ye  might  perform  all  thefe  difficult 
duties,  which  by  yourown  power  are,  and  in* your  own 
fcnfe  of  things  may  fetm  £0  be  33  hard  and  impoffiblc 


tb.  iv li- 

fay  unto 
thi$  *ycu»  iuctrcc, 
£c  thou  plucked 
up  by  the  nxitj 
and  be  thoupWt- 
cd  indie  tea;  and 
It  Ibonld  obey 
you* 

y  Rut  which  of 
you  having  aier- 

Viiiti  plowing,  or 
Coding  nrttcjwiU 
Ay  unto  him  by 
and  by,  when  he 
is  come  from  the 
fold.  Go,  and  fit 
doun  to  meat? 


i  And  wifi  not 
father  fiy  uuio 
him,  Make  ready 
therewith  l  may 
f  "p,  anJ  thp 
fdl,uul  fcrirc  me, 
till  l  hM  cuta 
and  drunken ; and 
aferrvard  then 
Jbeil  eat  and 
drink  ? 

p  Ltarh  he  think 
that  icrfint,  be* 
ttiifc  be  did  the 
things  that  were 
£o mounded  him? 
I  trow  not* 
to  So  Ifltcwffr 
te ,  when  ye 
have  done  alllhofe 
things  which  are 
coiumanded  you, 
iaytWcareuupro- 
iublc  fervuut  ; 

uc  have  done 
that  which  waj 
out  duty  to  do. 


Jr 


jlcame 

*0 
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for  yon  to  do,  as  it  Is  by  a  bare  Word,  to  root  up  that 
fyComore-rree,  which  ye  fee  growing  in  the  earth,  and 
to  plant  it  in  the  fea :  And  thefe  juries  are  as  cafy  to 
the  lea  ft  true  and  faring  faith,  by  ftrength  derived  from 
me,  as  fuch  trunfp  laming  of  a  tree  can  be  in  2  miracu¬ 
lous  faith)  for  ye  may  do  all  things  through  my 
ftrengthenings,  {Phi!,  iv.  13.) 

‘  7  But  always  remember  that,  bow  great  or  difliculc 
duties  foever  ye  perform  for  the  glory  of  G<»),  your 
own,  or  other’s  good;  as  the  Urength  whereby  ye  do’ 
them  is  from  him  through  me,  fo  ye  can  deiave  no¬ 
thing  at  his  hand  on  their  account.:  For  if  any  of  you 
have  a  fervant  who  is  your  own  property,  and  whom 
you  maintain  at  your  own  charges  to  do.ycitr  btitinefs  j 
when  he  has  been  plowing  your  land,  or  feeding  your' 
cattle,  and  returns  home,  do  you  immediately  order 
him  to  go  to  flipper,  before  you  yourfclf  hare  been  fer- 
ved  ? 

1 

8  Or  rather,  will  you  not  charge  him  fo  do  ihe  nc- 
ceflary  bufinefs  of  the  houfet  in  order  to  your  own  flip¬ 
ping,  and  then  wait  upon  you  at  table,  till  you  haVo 
done  eating  and  drinking  ?  and  after  all  this,  but  not 
before,  do  not  you  ufe  to  bid  him  take  his  own  (upper* 
itf  refrefh  bimicH  ? 

9  And  when  his  matter's  injunttionshave  been  com- 
plied  with  in  all  thefe  things,  does  he  think  hiniftif  in¬ 
debted  to  that  fervant,  or  obliged  to  return  him  thank? 
for  it?  No,  by  no  means*  he  having  done  no  mord 
than  his  matter  had  a  right  to,  and  the  duty  of  his  owii 
place  required, 

10  Even  fo  the  cafe  Rands  between  the  great  God 
and  you;  Ye  are  his  fervams,  and  abfolutc  property, 
and  ought  to  be  fo,  more  tban  any  creature  can  be 
yours  j  and  when  yc  have  gone  through  one  ftTvioe,  iiJ 
obedience  to  his  commands,  ye  mutt  not  think  your- 
felves  discharged ,  but  go  oti  tfitfr  the  grdatcfl;  applies-*' 
tioit  and  diligence  to  another,  as  long  as  he  has  any 
thing  for  you  to  do  j  and  ye  mutt  continue  Waiting  u- 
pou  him,  and  waiting  hi*  time,  before  ye  re  it  front 
your  labours,  and  are  entertained  with  e7erlufting  re- 
frefhments  i  And  after  all  that  it  was  poffible  for  you 
to  do*  by  the  richcft  fupplics  of  grace  and  flrength,  yc 
muft  humbly  own  that  ye  could  merit  nothrog  at  the 
hands  of  the  fovefeign  Lord  of  all,  nor  ljry  tire  leu  ft  ob¬ 
ligation  upon  him,  no*  mi  fo+  much  as  to  drferve  any 
thanks  from  him,  becaufe  ye  have  only  done  what  was 
your  proper  bufineb  and  mdifpenfibU  duty  ti  ita. 

1  x  As  Jefus  was  afterwards  travelling  to  JerufsJepu 

34  J  i  ^ 


C)l*  xvir* 
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to  pa£\  he 
went  to  JernJj- 
tem,  fhsit  he  puff¬ 
ed  through  the 
mid  ft  of  Samaria 
and  Galilee* 
ix  And  :*$  he 
enured  in:ii  a 
Certain  viil  t^e, 
there  met  him 
ten  men  that  were 
lepers  3  which 
Hood  a  fur  olf. 


13  And  they- 
lifted  up  thfir 
voices,  and  faiJ, 
Jtf«s ,  M after  , 
have  mercy  on 
us. 


*4  And,  when 
he  faw  thoti,  he 

laid  unto  them. 
Go  ftiew  jour- 
IHve*  unto  the 
pridts*  And  it 

Ciflieto  pais  that, 
as  they  went,  they 

were  clean  fed. 


he  by  a  facial  defign  of  providence  took  the  courfe, 
which  carried  him  into  thofe  parrs  of  Samaria  that  lay 
next  to  Galilee^  ami  To  palled,  as  it  were,  iev  the  midtt, 
between  tbofc  countries  ** 

12  And  as  he  came  near  to  a  certain  village,  ten  le¬ 
prous  perfons,  who  were  excluded  from  towns  and 
common  conversion,  because  of  their  uncleannefs, 
were  got  together  to  converfe  with,  and  condole  one 
another  f,  and  they  meeting  with  our  bldTrd  Lord, 
and  knowing  whq  he  was,  kept  at  a  di fiance  from  him, 

in  obedience  to  the  taw,  [Lev,  xlii*  4 6*)  and  under  a 
fenfe  of  their  own  unworthmefs ; 

13  But  believing  that  he  was  able  to  clcanfe  them* 
they  called  upon  him  with  a  loud  and  earned  cry,  as 
witn  on^  confenr,  and  one  voice,  faying,  Jcfus,  thou 
ccmpalTioiiate  Saviour,  who  halt  the  maflery  and  do¬ 
minion  over  ail  difeafes,  look  upon  our  miferable  con¬ 
dition  with  an  eye  of  pity,  and  cure  us  of  our  leprofy* 

14  And  he  feeing  their  ditlrcfs,  and  their  faith  and 
importunity  for  healing,  took  pity  on  them,  refolding 
in  him  fell  to  magnify  his  power  and  goodnefr  by  grant¬ 
ing  their  requrft  :  In  order  thereunto,  he  kid  them  go 
and  prefent  themfeives  to  feme  of  the  priefts  at  Jfrtk* 
faUnii  according  to  the  appointment  of  the  law,  [Lev* 
xiv*  2.) ;  thereby  intimating  that  they  fhould  pronounce 
them  clean,  and  thereby  give  a  public  testimony  to  his 
miracle  in  cleanfing  them;  And  as  they  were  going, 
iu  obedience  to  [us command,  they  all  found  tbemfebes 
reftored  to  perfect  health  ;  the  power  of  Chrift  being 
as  cflefhiai  to  recover  them,  vvhen  they  were  corporal* 
]y  at  a  distance  from  him,  as  if  they  had  ftiJl  been  be¬ 
fore  him. 


t|  Asti  one  of 
them  3  when  tic 
faw  that  he  w;is 
heaLd  3  turned 
and  u-hfi  4 

Mud  voice  glcii' 
fied  God, 


16  And  fell 
d^un  on  hi j  face 
at  his  feet,  giving 
him  if  1  auk*  :  and 

he 


15  Then  m  one  of  them,  finding  what  a  wonderful 
work  Chrift  had  wrought  upon  himfelf  a 3  well  as  the 
reft  of  his  companions,  was  fo  aftefbed  with  it,  that 
he  went  back  again  to  him,  with  a  heart  full  of  grati¬ 
tude  and  joy,  being  as  earneft  to  proclaim  the  praifes 
of  God  with  a  loud  voice  for  bis  cure,  as  he  had  been 
before  to  beg  for  it : 

16  And,  pro  ft  rating  himfelf  with  profound  humility 

and  reverence  at  Jefus*  feer,  he  particularly  returned 
fokirin  thanks  to  him,  who  was  the  immediate  author  of 

this 


NOTES. 

*  ^  Light  r,  H*r,  flrfr,  ^  to  be  dirchv^d  from  the  eor^nemeot  they 

t  thtry  mitjiit  have  lieifJ  of  Chris's  had  been  under,  by  rcafoii  of  their  Icpmfy  ; 

coining  rlvit  and  might  he  got  to*  and  then  ail  b«t  oitc  went  about  their  bula* 

®c<?fV0.wa*t  *'or  refs,  without  taking  sny  farther  notice  of 

*  *Tit  likely  ihjt  they  aii  went  to  the  p.ieft  the  hMaflr they  had  received* 
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lie  uu  a  fomari- 
un* 


17  And  Jcfui 
artfwcring  laid , 
Wen;  then  not 
ten  clean  dal,  blit 
where  art  U*e 
niric  * 

1 3  There  are 
nut  found  ihit 
returned  to  ph:ve 
f\  *ry  w  God  , 

£*vc  iliii  ftruage  jr. 


T9  And  he  frid 
unto  him,  A  rife, 
£0  thy  way;  thy 
iitth  nath  made 
Ei;CC  Ahjltf* 


±0  And  wiico 

he  ua*  tkmaufkil ' 
of  the  Phari&c* 
when  Ehc  ting’ 

dflm  of  God 
fhaoid  eomet  he 
anfacicd  them , 
nnd  laid*  The 
kingdom  of  God 
eornefb  not  with 
ohlet  vatioil* 


ii  Neither  ft) all 
thrytay,  i.ohere, 
cr  lo  there  ;  for 
khold  the  king* 
dorti  of  God  is 
within  you* 


this  great  deliverance  :  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  the 
grateful  creature  who  thus  honoured  him,  by  doing  the 
duty  which  the  rcll  neglr&ed,  was  a  Samaritan^  who* 
as  fuch,  knew  and  profefled  left  than  the  Je^Sy  nine  of 
which  were  healed  with  him* 

17,  ]8  But  (J<)  Jefus,  knowing  what  he  had  clone  in 
curing  them  all,  fa  id  publicly,  by  way  of  reproof  to  the 
Jrvjiy  and  approbation  of  this  Samaritan^  Was  not  the 
fame  mercy  {hewn  to  ten  lepers,  in  thtir  being  all  heal¬ 
ed  at  once  ?  what  is  then  become  of  the  other  nine, 
who  arc  mine  own  countrymen,  and  proofs  ihe  God 
of  IfraeU  and  from  whom  it  might  moft  of  all  have  been 
expefted,  that  they  fhauld  render  thinks  according  to 
the  benefit  bellowed  upon  them  ?  How  is  it  that  none, 
but  this  ftranger  to  the  common  wealth  of  Ijrael^  is 
came  back  to  glorify  God  for  his  mercy  to  him  ?  What 
a  better  feufe  of  gratitude  and  religion  does  he  difeover 
than  they  ?  and  wbat  a  reproach  is  this  to  them  ? 

19  Then,  turning  himfclf  to  the  Samir  it  an  ^  he  en¬ 
couraged  and  comforted  him,  faying.  Get  up  from  your 
proftrathm  at  my  feet  \  go  in  peace  :  I  have  obfrrved 
your  faith,  exprefled  in  your  prayer  and  piaijes,  which 
hath  been  uncommon,  and  hath  obtained  a  cure  for 
you  with  rich  advantage,  not  to  your  body  only,  but 
likewife  to  your  foul  ** 

20  Our  bleffed  Lord  and  his  difciples  having  often 
declared  in  their  preaching,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
was  at  handy  feme  of  the  Pharifeesl  afked  him,  when  ic 
Ihould  be  fet  up  in  the  world  ?  In  anfwer  to  which  be 
fiiid.  Your  notions  of  the  Me  (fish's  kingdom,  are  very 
wrong,  while  ye  imagine  that,  like  earthly  kingdoms,  it 
will  make  a  pompous  appearance  in  external  riches  and 
grandeur,  and  will  rife*  and  fpread,  by  temporal  poiver^ 
to  draw  the  eyes  of  the  people,  .nd  force  their  fubj^c- 
tion  to  its  feeptre  j  thtfe  things  are  not  fimable  to  its 

nature* 

21  Nor  (lull  any  be  able  to  fay,  Behold  in  this  or  the 
other  particular  place  is  the  Mcfliah’s  throne  and  court, 
or  this  or  that  is  the  city  or  nation  where  he  reigns. 
No,  the  gofpeUkingdom,  which  I  am  came  to  erect,  is 
altogether  fpuittial  in  its  nature,  power,  and  de- 
ftgns,  fuired  to  the  benefit  of  fouls  for  another  world  > 
it  works  inwardly  in  men’s  hearts  and  cmlfciences,  and 

makes  wondcr/ui  revolutions  there,  turning  them  from 

darknefi 


K  O  T  E* 

*  A!t  thefe  lepers  had  frith  £0  be  tailed,  to  the  fixation  of  the  foula  Tr 
hui  this  mart*<  frith  h?d  fom^tliinp  fmjeuUr  w*  m 

ia  It  \  and  Cbrifl's  afifw-  JeciRS  to 


r jy;  * 

j  li< 


ji  And  he  !Ysd 

untfl  thcclilciplcj^ 

Tlie  day*  will 

(■runt  ivJmi  ye 

|;m'1  ilefirt  to  fe? 

one  i»f  (he  days 

*rl'  the  Sun  oi 

jn-in,  And  ye  ib  ill 

poc  fee  £, 

■ 


a  3  A  ii.i  ihcy 
fhdll  fay  t«  you, 
fiee  here ;  or*  ^ee 

jlitTL  :  jt<>  no:  .if- 
tvT  tbcmt  hoc  icl- 
low  ih'vu 


H4  For  as  the 
+t^htnin<  ,  that 
Ji-ihineih  turn  of 
fhtf  ooe  ^r/  uu- 
(if  r  h-ravtfn, 
cl  It  inu>  I  he 
thtir  part  under 
lioivcdt  fri  \\uli 

allb  the  on  of 
nun  be  in  his 


1 5  Ttnfi  firft  qprjfl: 

fre  fuller  many 

and  he  re¬ 
jected  of  this  £Z- 


And  ;s  ;C 
h'.T1  sJ-e<h*y* 
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d  i r k nefs  to  light,  and  from  the  poorer  of  Satan  to  God ; 
Behold,  therefore  it  is  already  begun  in  the  preaching 
of  the  gofpei,  and  in  the  converfion  of  fome  among  your- 
felves,  though  ye  perceive  it  not ;  it  is  »*»*)  in  the 
hearts  of  thofe  among  you  that  believe,  though  invifible 
to  others. 

22  He  likewife,  directing  his  difeourfe  to  his  difci- 
ples,  laid,  Do  not  ye  entertain  any  fond  notions  of  the 
temporal  glory  of  my  kingdom  :  For  fuch  tribulations 
will  beftll  you,  together  with  the  whole  nation  of  the 
jrwst  and  fuch  fey  -re  reftraints  will  be  laid  upon  you, 
befote  ye  have  fulfilled  your  miniftry,  that,  in  thofe 
times  of  fore  diftrefs,  ye  would  be  glad  of  one  fuch  day 
of  my  p-rfonal  piefcnce  with  you  oq  earth,  as  ye  now 
enjoy  j  hut,  alas !  ye  wilt  with  for  it  in  vain. 

13  And,  in  the  mtdft  of  the  difappointmenu  and 
troubles  that  will  furround  you,  fome  will  pretend  to 
tell  you,  that  the  Mtfliah  is  in  this  or  the  other  private 
place,  or  in  this  or  that  city,  ready  to  deliver  his  follow* 
erf,  and  to  put  an  end  to  all  the  troubles  of  thofe  days* 
However,  do  not  let  your  fondnefs  for  his  per fonal  pre¬ 
fence  incline  you  to  giye  any  heeil  to  them,  but  look 
Upon  all  fuch  reports  as  faffe  and  fool » ft. 

24  For  as  the  lightning  does  not  thine  merely  in 
this  or  that  particular  part  of  the  heavens,  but  darts  at 
once  ihro*  ail  the  air,  fo  the  Me&ah  will  not  appear 
in  this  or  that  particular  place  only,  when  he  comes  to 
dcflroy  the  Jews,  and  advance  his  kingdom  in  the 
world  :  but  vengeance,  by  his  providence,  fhal!  fodden- 
ly  fpread  through  all  Judies  to  cut  off  his  obftinate  e- 
ltemies  5  and  the  gofpcj,  by  the  mighty  power  of  hi.? 
Spirit,  {frail  fly  like  lightning  through  the  nations,  and 
prevail  with  wonderful  fuccefs  among  the  Gc/itifeft  far 
^nd  wide. 

25  But  before  all  thefe  things  come  topafs,the  eter¬ 
nal  purpofe  of  God,  the  ancient  prophecies,  the  rights 
qi  divine  juftice,  the  wickednefs  of  the  Jcvii,  the  per¬ 
fection  of  the  gofpeUflare,  and  the  everhiting  falvation 
of  the  church  make  it  neceflary,  that  I,  the  Mcffiah, 
(hculd  undergo  many  grievous  fuffe  rings  of  pain  and 
iliame,  even  to  the  word  of  deaths,  fry  the  unbelieving, 
fpittful,  and  wicked  Jevtt  pf  this  age s  After  this, 
jny  gofpcl  will  diffufe  its  light  thro*  the  earth,  and  my 
vengeance  will  fall  upon  thofe  mine  enemies  all  at  once, 
and  before  they  are  aware,  juft  as  it  was  in  the  deft  rue* 
tion  of  the  old  world,  and  of  Sodom. 


2 6,  27  For  as,  in  Noah's  days,  the  people  went  on 
fecure,  and  merry,  and  bufv,  following  the  affairs  and 

?  ~  diverftons 
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Noe,  fo  Ihali  it  be 
alJo  in  the  days 
of  the  Sea  of 
Din  : 

17  They  dM 

eat,  they  drank, 

tliry  married 

wives,  they  were 

given  id  mar- 

ruge.  until  the 

,d:tv  that  Noe  rct» 

# 

tered  imotbcai'fc; 
and  the 
came,  and  dc- 
|\royt  J  them  all. 

18  Likeodlcal- 
foas  it  wasinthc 
(Lysof  Lot*  they 
did  eat  ,  they 
drank  ,  they 
bought, they  fold, 

they  plantedjtliey 

buildcd* 
ip  Hat  the  fame 
day  that  Lot  went 
out  of  Sothim,  ie 
raided  li^c  and 
brim  done  from 
Jieaven  1  and  de¬ 
frayed  them  all. 

3^i  Even  thus 
fell  it  be  in  the 
jday when  thc&oa 
of  man  u  reveal* 

<d. 

3t  In  that  day, 
he  uhich  iball  l*e 
upon  the  hoafc- 
top,  and  htf  fluff 
in  tlithouICj  Jet 
him  not  co  rue 
dourn  to  take  h  a- 
way  ;  and  he  that 
Is  in  the  field,  let 
him  like  wile  not 
return  back- 
jt  Remember 
Lot's  wife. 

33  Whofocvcr 
fh-ll  feet  to  (ave 
£i6  life  frail  Infc 

it: 


diveifions  of  life*  and  contrafling  marriages,  in  expec¬ 
tation  of  continued  fafety  and  pjeafure ;  yea,  they  mock¬ 
ed  at  that  holy  man’s  warnings)  rather  than  gave  any 
heed  to  them,  and  fo  they  continued  fo  do,  till  on  a 
fuddeo  the  deluge  came,  and  fwept  them  all  away. 

28,  29,  30  And  jufl  as  in  Lot's  age*  the  people  of 
Sodom  lived  in  fenfualtry  and  fccurity,  gave  themfclvea 
up  to  the  lufts  of  the  flclb,  and  to  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  traflick,  provided  for  pofttrity*  and  defpifed  the  ad¬ 
monitions  of  that  righteous  man,  as  if  they  were  in  no 
manner  of  danger  i  and  fo  they  lived  at  a  carnal  and 
riotous  ratC)  till  the  very  day  on  which  he  left  that 
city,  and  God  poured  utter  deftruftion  upon  them  and 
confumed  them  all,  hy  a  dreadful  tempefl  of  extraordi¬ 
nary  lightning  from  heaven.  Even  fo  the  unbelieving 
Jews  will  per  lift  obftiimely  in  the  purfuit  of  hufineis 
and  pleafure,  in  rheir  wicked  courfes,  nnd  in  expects- 
tion  of  a  temporal  Saviour ;  will  defpife  all  (he  warn¬ 
ings  which  I  and  my  apoltlea  ftiall  give  them:  And, 
will  continue  fo  to  do,  till  the  very  rime  that  my  righ¬ 
teous  fervants  find!  be  hid  with  fafety,  and  my  ven¬ 
geance  fhall  come  with  Hidden  furprilc  upon  mine  c- 
nemjes,  by  the  hands  of  the  Romans y  to  their  utter  de< 
ftruflion  *■ 

3f)  32  When  an  army  therefore  fhall  come  to  be- 
fiegc  Jeruf<iUm^vAo^y\:i  would  be  fafe,  let  him  fly  with 
fuch  fpeed,  as,  if  he  be  on  the  top  of  his  houfe,  not  to 
go  into  it,  (fee  note  on  Matth ,  xxiv.  17.);  and  if  he  be 
abroad  in  the  fields,  not  to  go  home,  to  take  care  of 
even  his  moil  valuable  treafure  there;  And  for  ymir 
caution  againtt  hankering  After  worldly  pofleflions,  when 
God  fliall  call  you  to  fly  for  your  lives  from  among  the 
people  of  his  wrath,  remember  how  fief's  wife  was  de- 
llroyed,  and  turned  into  a  pillar  of  fait,  as  a  monument 
of  divine  vengeance*  only  for  lingering  and  looking 
back  with  a  wifhfui  eye  upon  her  temporal  concerns  in 
Sodom%  which  God  had  maiked  out  for  ddlnjfliorr. 

33  In  like  manner,  whoever*  in  the  terrible  days  I 
am  fpeakmg  of,  flu  11  think  to  freure  his  own  life,  by 
any  worldly  policy  in  difobediencc  to  my  commands, 
hy  giving  up  his  profelUon  of  my  name,  or  by  henik* 
ening  to  the  ^'W,  and  Imfuily  complying  with  them, 
lie  (li ail  certainly  fall  by  the  righteous  judgment  of 

God 

T  E, 

ail  cftunfi:!  and  KpmoL  and  againil  ail  war¬ 
nings  u\  iltmb  nhJ  judgment,  nil,  ta  thiir 
PTvai  miiiTcrn^tu^i,  Lhriil  ^*11  itintronn 
them,  Imfuft  they  art  awiac,  tj  appear  *t 
l;:s  ttibupjL 


N  ° 

*  ThU  is  applicable  to  other  fisners 
in  all  agrjj  and  particularly  At  the  cud  of 
life  and  time;  They  go  on  carclcfe  and  ft> 
cure  in  the  worldly  and  itr.fual  temper  of 
thrir  beam,  hariku;^  ilan;frivc&  igtoiU 
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it;  snd  whofo- 
eva  finll  loi'c  his 
life  Itajl  [^elct  vc 
it. 


34  1  fell  you, 
Intlut  ui^iil  then; 
thill  \ic  t  *o  men 
3u  one  bel;  the 

one  ihzl!  l^e  inikcn 
■tui  dj(_v  ocher 
ihjtll  be  tc>. 

jj  Two  wo- 
1HC«  thill  Iw 
grinding  to£C  - , 
flier;  the  one  thJl 
lKtake»}  and  the 
other  left. 

?<s  't\*«>  min 
fh^U  be  in  the 
field  ;  i he  ortC 
liull  be  taken  and 
ike  oilier  leit- 
37  AiiJ  \h?y 

anfucitdand  i" a iit 
onto  hltn/WhcFC, 
J-nrd?  And  J;c 
uoto  them, 

Wlierelbver  the 
fjody  j(,  thither 

vill  the  caglti  be 
gilhertd  tO"C  ■ 
th^r. 


God  in  the  common  calamity  with  thfm:  But  he  who, 
not  with  (tan  ding  all  vilible  danger,  {hall  ftedfaltly  adhere 
to  me,  and  regard  the  notices  I  have  given,  (hall  be  in 
a  fair  way  of  efcaptng  the  miferies  of  that  dreadful  de¬ 
flation,  and  {hall  certainly  obtain  everlalting  life. 

34*  3!*  36  Ye  may  depend  upon  thefe  things :  For 
I  who  am  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Wituefs,  af- 
fure  you,  that  in  the  darkeft  of  thefe  tribulations,  di~ 
ftingui  flung  a  As  of  providence  an  d  grace  {hull  appear 
to  fame,  beyond  others,  who  may  be  equal  as  to  their 
Tifihle  danger  and  ctrcumftances  in  life  ;  like  two  men 
in  the  fame  bed,  or  in  the  fame  field,  or  like  two  wo¬ 
men  grinding  together  at  the  lame  mill ;  God  will  then 
feparare  the  precious  from  the  vile  $  one  fhall  be  taken 
into  his  peculiar  die  and  protedlion,  and  the  other  {lull 
be  left  to  perifh  in  the  common  ruin  for  his  iniquities* 

37  Upon  hearing  thefe  things,  the  difciples  put  the 
following  qu  eft  ion  to  him,  faying.  Lord,  where  is  it 
that  all  ibis  deltruclion  on  one  hand,  and  fafaty  on  the 
other,  fhall  be  found  ?  And,  referring  to  the  Reman  cn- 
figns,  which  had  an  eagle  for  their  arms,  he  replied, 
"Wherever  the  unbelieving  Jtw  fhall  be,  the  Rsman  fol- 
diers  will  purfue  them  to  their  deftniAiorr,  while  others 
fliall  efcape.  And  according  to  a  proverbial  espreffion. 
As  thofc  quick-lighted  birds  gather  about  a  dead  car- 
cafe  to  devour  it,  fo  the  judgments  of  God  will  find 
out  estimate  tinners,  wherever  they  are  ;  and  as  eagles 
fly  fwifrly  to  their  prey,  fo  wherever  Chrift,  the  Saviour* 
is  to  be  found,  thither  will  true  believers  flock,  with 
eager  defire  for  their  fafety  and  refrefhmcnt,  till  at 
length  they  fliall  all  be  gathered  up  to  him  in  glory* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Wh.it  an  imperfedh  wretched  world  is  this  !  How  fait  of  fins  and  farrows,  dv- 
fhlationfi  and  deaths,  of  infidelity  and  licrntioufncfe,  of  earthly  afftfUous  and  in- 
Fratitiide,  a^d  of  ftupidity  and  contempt  of  Chrift’a  word  and  warnings;  and 
how  expofcd  to  fnriricn  [urprizes  by  the  righteous  judgments  of  Cod  !  How  mnuy 

#  _  #*  .  M  •  +  m  A  1.  +  iT  .  V  _ .  t.  ^  fi-  e  nl  *rt  I 


1  ^  1  ■r  # 

often  five  and  injurious  things  are  found  among  the  profcfTore  of  Chrift  9  name, 
tothe  grieving  ami  (tumbling  of  fame.  a  nd  t  o  the  c  verb  fling  ruin  of  others!  And 


Atiu  iiuw  if  eh  u  uu  uiLt  imu  jt  up  in  utmu  1  nuw 

tlu-y  to  offend  God  ai  d  one  another  l  (low  backward  h  the  offender  to  repeat, 

■  ^1  lift  _  k  i  |l  *  t  1  I  1  /■_  .11  «  IS  1  1  I  *  I 


ivumu  vc  irviruicu  wmi  Hjjnm;  u  mi  mi atrti  1 1* •  ui  vuKibt  iiik(  kil  it- 

bukes  and  mifancs  thereby  brought  upon  them,  be  a  caution  to  v.s  that  we  be 
neither  ungrateful  to  God  and  our  Saviour,  like  then inelc pei»,  who  were  dean- 
fad;  nor  hanker  after  this  world,  like  Lot’s  wife;  nor  defpife  divine  warnings* 
fo  to  go  on  in  fin.  ti!)  death  and  judgment  furprife  ns,  like  the  oM  world,  and 
ihc  uihabiUais  of  Sodcm,  and  like  the  Jt  with  nation !  What  need  hire  we,  under 

a  ftufc 


Ch*  rviii*  The  Ev&ngelijl  Luke  paraphrafed*  iBj 

?  lcafe  of  our  own  vileuefe,  to  cry  out  with  the  lepers.  Lord,  have  mercy  upon 
us;  and,  with  a  dependence  on  his  power  and  grace,  to  po  on  in  the  way  of  hi» 
appointment  for  healing!  And*  under  a  fanfe  of  all  difeou raceme nt&>  how 
iboold  we  fay.  Lord,  increafe  our  faith  ■  And  after  the  utmoft  that  we  can  at¬ 
tain  to.  in  a  way  of  duty,  what  low  thoughts  fiiouM  we  have  of  ourfdves  as 
unprofitable  fcrvanU,  who  defevve  nothing  at  God  s  hand  !  And  wfaat  honour* 
able  thoughts  Jhould  we  ever  have  of  Jefua,  as  a  divine  perfon*  and  the  true  MeP* 
Jiahj  who  is  the  author  and  finiJher  of  our  faith,  and  can  heal  and  fave  when¬ 
ever  we  are,  as  if  he  were  viftbly  prefent  with  us ;  and  whofe  predictions  have 
been  punctually  fulfilled,  with  Tigard  to  the  destruction  of  the  in  fide!  Jews,  and 
the  fprradiug,  like  lightning,  Among  the  Gen  tiles,  that  kingdom  which  is  of  a 
fpirituai  nature,  and  do  not  come  withobfenration,  but  lyes  within  men+s  iwn 
hearts !  And  whatfaever  we  may  fuller  from  men  for  Ckrift's  fake,  all  our  fafety 
and  happmefs  Ires  in  a  faithful  adherence  to  him,  who  is  tenderly  affected  toward 
the  weakeft  believers,  rtfentsthe  injuries  and  griefs  that  arc  brought  upon  them* 
and  will  dittmguifli  his  own,  and  gather  them  at  length  to  hirofdf  in  heaven. 


ttaac 


CHAP.  XVIII. 


The  parable  %f  tbs  importunate  widow  f  t#— 8,  Of  the  Pharijie  and 
public  an  ^  9, — 14+  ChrijVs  kind  and  gracious  regard  to  infants  f  i£» 
— 17.  The  rich  ruler  s  coming  to  hini^  and  ChrtjVs  difeourfe  m  that 
occafion  with  his  difciples,  18, — 30.  His  prediction  of  bis  own  fufi 

firings  t  death)  and  refurreciiony  34 — 34.  And  refitting  a  blind 
man  io  fight)  35>“43* 


Teit- 

aND  he  fpake 
^  a  parable  on¬ 
to  rhero,  tc  V:a 

th^t  men 
auglu  always  to 
pray,  and  not  to 
i*iut ; 


1  Saying,  There 
in  a  city  a 
judge,  which  fear¬ 
ed  110c  0ml,  nei¬ 
ther  regarded 

JtlUi 


3  And  there 
was  a  widow  in 
thit  city,  and  file 
came  unto  hi oi, 
f’V inS  >  Avcnjse, 
me  of  mine  ad* 
Yetiary* 

4  And  he  would 
nol  for  a  while ; 

bur 


•  Paraphrase. 

A  S  prayer  la  the  duty  of  all,  and  believers  are  a  ge- 
Deration  that  feek  God's  face, our  Lord  intimated, 
that  they  ought  daily  to  go  on  with  perfeverance  in 
that  duty,  and  not  give  way  to  defpondenev,  becaufe 
of  any  prefent  troubles,  or  becaufe  their  prayers  are 
not  immediately  anfwercd :  And,  to  ftir  up  a  holy  fer¬ 
vour  and  conftancy  therein,  he  reprefented  the  happy 
fuccefs  of  importunity  in  the  following  (imilitude  ; 

1  There  was,  fatd  he,  an  unrighteous,  wicked  magt- 
ftrate  in  a  certain  city,  who  had  no  confcience  or  ho¬ 
nour,  no  religion  toward  God,  nor  concern  for  his  own 
reputation*  among  men,  no  regard  to  right  or  wrong, 
but  only  to  his  own  pailions}  and  therefore  little  juftice 
or  mercy  could  be  expected  from  him. 

3  And  in  the  fame  city,  which  was  under  the  jurif- 
di&ioa  of  this  magiftnte,  there  was  a  certain  poor  wi¬ 
dow,  who  being  opprefled  by  a  powerful  enemy,  and 
having  no  other  way  of  relief,  was  forced  to  apply  to 
him,  begging  that  he  would  plead  her  caufe,  and  do  her 
juftice,  as  by  his  office  he  was  able  aud  obliged  to  do. 

4  And,  for  a  while,  he  took  no  notice  of  her  petition, 
hardned  his  heart  againft  her  niifertes,  turned,a  deaf  ear 
to  her  earns,  ft  cries,  and  would  do  nothing  to  red  refs 
her  grievance :  But  flic  continuing  time  after  time,  to 

follow 


■ 
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hat  afierwd  he 

laid  within  him- 
jt&tf  Though  l 
fear  not  God,  nor 
regard  man  ; 

f  Yet,  bccmlc 
this  widow  tnni- 
Ueth  me,  1  will 
avenge  her,  Icit 
hy  her  cniumoal 
coming  the  weary 
jnc* 


6  And  the 
I^rd  hid,  Hear 

whft  the  unjoft 
judge  h. 


j  And  flull 
tint  God  avenge 
his  own  tied, 
which  try  day 
.and  night  aoto 
him,  though  he 
knr  tong  wilh 


%  I  tdl  you 
tfnt  he  will  a-* 
venge  them  fpee- 
dily.  Neverthc- 
ldit  when  the 
Sou  of  mut  com* 
tth,  (hall  he  find 
hithoa  the  earth? 


follow  him  with  importunate  intreaties  j  and  taking  no 
denial,  he  at  length  thought  with  himfelf,  Tho'  I  have  no 
regard  to  conference  or  honefty,  to  the  fear  or  favour  of 
God,  or  ro  the  reproaches  or  applaufes  of  men, 

5  Yet,  for  mine  own  eafe  and  quiet's  lake,  1  will  do 
her  juftice,  and  deliver  her  out  of  the  hands  of  her  cru¬ 
el  adrerlary  \  left  ifhouid  be  perpetually  teized, and  have 
no  reft  at  home  or  abroad,  by  reafon  of  her  repeated 
prefling  importunity  ;  sad  (o,  to  get  rid  of  her  he 
granted  her  requeft, 

6  Obferve,  faid  our  Lord,  how  even  this  hard-heart¬ 
ed,  unrighteous!  and  unmerciful  creature  owns  himfelf 
to  be  perfectly  overcome  by  the  earned  and  continued 
intreartes  of  this  poor  woman,  and  how  be  refolved  to 
efpoufe  her  caulc  againft  her  opprdTur,  though  be  had 
no  value  for  her,  or  concern  for  her  miferiee* 

7  How  much  more  then  will  the  holy  and  gracious 
God,  who  has  tided  himfelf  a  God  hearing  praya,  and 
delights  in  mercy,  attend  to  the  cries  of  them  that  call 
upon  him,  and  arife  for  the  fuccour  and  fa  1  vat  ion  of  his 
own  chofen  people,  whom  he  loves,  and  whofe  concerns 
lye  near  his  heart  i  Can  ye  think  that  be  will  not  do 
this,  when  they  are  In  any  temporal  or  fpiritual  trouble, 
ami  when,  according  to  bis  own  appointment  and  their 
duty,  they  w  re  file  with  him  in  their  continual  prayers, 
though  for  wife  ends  he  may  exercife  forbearance  to¬ 
ward  their  enepucs,  and  may  try  his  people's  patience, 
by  deferring  his  vindication  of  their  righteous  caufe  to 
the  fitted  feafon  ? 

8  I  allure  you,  that  ere  long  he  will  hear  and  deli¬ 

ver  them :  His  compaflionate  nature  and  will,  his  affec¬ 
tion  and  promifes  to  them,  and  peculiar  propriety  in 
them,  bis  juft  vengeance  againft  their  enemies,  and 
righteous  regard  to  their  high  pritft  and  advocate,  the 
glory  of  his  own  name,  and  the  intereft  he  himfelf  has 
in  their  caufe  as  bis  own,  and  his  delight  in  their  belie¬ 
ving  and  fervent  prayers,  will  certainly  engage  him  to 
hear  and  anfwer  them  in  due  feafon*  But,  notwithftand- 
log  all  this,  whenever  the  time  Avail  be  at  hand,  in 
which  Chrift  will  remarkably  appear  againft  their  per¬ 
fecting  enemies  in  this  age  among  the  or  in  a- 

ny  after-ages  among  the  G entiles y  and  in  which  he 
fhall  come  to  execute  judgment  upon  all  the  wicked  and 
ungodly,  and  to  fave  his  deft  at  the  hit  day,  how  few 

true  believers  and  faithful  men  will  then  be  found 

■ 

on  the  earth  ?  how  few  that  have  any  faith  in  him,  and 
particularly  concerning  his  coming  ?  and,  among  Gn- 
cerc  Chiiflians  themfelvc*,  how  few  will  be  found  in 

a  lively 


Cb.  ivuu 


I 
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9  And  he  fpakc 
this  parable  un¬ 
to  certain  which 
fruited  in  (hem- 
felw  that  they 
were  Tightens  , 
and  dtJpa&d 

.«)«« * 


o* 


10  Two  men 
went  up  into  the 
temple  to  pray; 
the  ooc  a  Phir'h 

fee,  and  the  oilier 
*  publican. 


a  lively  esercife  of  faith,  praying  vith  holy  importuni¬ 
ty  and  continuance  for  it  ? 

9  Our. Saviour  having  encouraged  and  enforced  the 
duty  of  importunity  and  pcrfeverance  in  prayer,  pro* 
cerded,  in  another  (uppofcd  tuflwcc,  to  caution  againft 
a  felf-righteous  Phartlaicsl  fpirit,  which  mult  ds  re¬ 
nounced,  and  to  recommend  humility  and  felf-abafe* 
meat,  which  mall  have  a  place  in  the  heart,  if  ever  we 
find  acceptance  of  our  pcrlons  and  prayers :  And  he 
di retted  this  difeourfe  to  a  fet  of  people,. who,  like  the 
Pbarifctfi  had  high  confidence  in  their  own  merit,  and 
made  this  their  great  plea  with  God  for  acceptance, 
and  who  looked  with  contempt  and  difdain  upon  others, 
as  not  worthy  to  be  regarded  of  God,  or  compared 
with  them  (elves, 

iq  To  illuftrate  this  defign  he  laid,  Two>  men.  of 
very  different  characters  went  up  *,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  prefent  their  prayers  to  God  in  the  temple,  one  of 
them  was  a  proud,  felf-tonccited  Pharijee,  who  traded 
in  hi$  own  righteoufne&  to  recommend  him  to  divine 
acceptance and  the  other  was  a  poor,  humble,  peni¬ 
tent,  felf*coudemned  publican,  who  had  an  afiefting 
fenfe  of  his  own  guilt  and  viknefs,  and  of  his  abfolut* 
need  of  pardoning  mercy, 

j  i  The  Pharifee  flood  by  himfelf,  with  great  forma¬ 
lity,  in  a  place  where  he  might  be  taken  molt  notice  of, 
and  made  his  addrefs  after  this  lofty  and  cenforioiu 
manner,  1  tbank  thee,  O  God,  thou  author  of  my  be¬ 
ing,  for  the  noble  powers  with  which  thou  haft  endow¬ 
ed  me,  by  my  own  wife  and  careful  improvement  of 
which,  I  nave  kept  myfclf  from  bdng  fo  wicked  an<| 
irreligious,  as  {•*  M,TW)  the  reft  of  the  world.  I  am  u* 
cruel  oppreflbr,  no  knave  or  chear,  no  adulterous  or  un¬ 
clean  perfon  ;  nor  am  I  guilty  of  any  of  the  vices  which 
in  particular  yonder  poor  defpicable  wretch,  the  publi¬ 
can,  has  doubtlcfs  committed ;  none  of  all  this  iniquity 
is  found  with  me. 

I  a  But  lam  a  perfon  of  more  than  ordinary  piety 
and  holinds ;  I  keep  a  foieznn  faft  two  days  in  every 
week ;  and  I  devote  the  tenth  part  of  all  my  worldly 
poffedons  to  religious  ufes,  whether  they  be  tithabie 
by  the  law  or  not. 

13  On  the  other  hand,  the  poor  publican,  like  a 
truly  humble  and  contrite  penitent,  flood  at  a  great 

diftance 

NOTE. 

*  tliftMiplc  Hood  npon  mount  M'/riti;  cnli  it  nt  not  only  the  appointed  place, 
jad  h  «u  uiiial  for  the  people  of  ii  «t  to  go  but  likewite  the  medium  nf  acceptable  wqt- 
ija  thither  and  oiler  their  prayers  there,  he-  (hip,  as  it  vtf  a  type  of  Chrift. 


at  The  Pbp 

rite  hood,  and 

prayed  thus  with 

nrmlrlf,  God,  I 

thank,  thee,  that  1 

an)  not  as  other 

* 

men  urf,  eilorv 

tioiwrt  ,  unjnft  * 
adulterers,  ur  e* 
vru  jjthp  publi¬ 
cs 


li  !  fift  twice 
in  the  wtek,  I 
give  tithwof  all 
that  1  poilc&a 


t  %  And  the 
publican  (foil  r!ing 
afu  ulf,  vwilj 

nut 
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not  lift  up  To 
much  u  his  eyes 
VDtohmoi,  but 
finoic  upon  his 
hreaft  ,  frying  , 

Cod  be  mtrriful 
is  me  a  finuer* 


ii  I  fdl  ycaf 
thif  man  went 
down  to  his 
hwifc  Jiiflifk-d  ro- 
thtT  than  the  ei¬ 
ther  ;  for  every¬ 
one  that  c&iiltuh 
Iiimfetf  Hull  be 
aba  fed  ;  and  he 
riui  humMeth 
bimfelf  (hall  be 
tilted. 


ij  And  they 
brought  unto  him 
alfb  infants,  that 
tie  would  touch 
them ;  but  when 
bit  difciples  Aw 
it  they  rebuked 
them* 


didance  from  the  holy  of  holies,  as  unworthy  to  draw 
nearer,  and  as  deferving,  that  God  fhould  for  ever  be¬ 
hold  him  afar  off;  yea,  fo  deep  was  the  fenfe  he  had 
of  his  own  vilenefs,  that  he  feared  it  would  beprefump- 
toous  for  him  to  lift  up  fo  mnch  as  his  eyes  to  the  ha* 
hication  of  God's  glory  in  heaven  ;  but,  looking  down¬ 
ward  with  dejection,  he  beat  his  bread,  as  if  he  would 
take  revenge  upon  his  own  wicked  heart,  and  cried  out 
with  great  earndinefs,  O  thou  God  of  all  grace,  mercy 
and  not  merit  is  my  plea,  I  mod  humbly  befccch  thee 
to  'be  propitious  to  me,  (  )  a  poor  perilhing 

(inner,  as  thou  (licw’ft  thyfelf  to  be  unto  fuch,  by  the 
atoning  Sacrifices  offered  at  this  place,  and  by  the  mci- 
cy-feat  here. 

14  Then  our  Lord  added,  I  adore  you,  that,  what* 
foe  vfr  opinion  thtfe  two  men  fevtrally  had  of  themfclveSy 
or  others  might  have  concerning  them,  the  humble, 
(elf-aba frig,  penitent  and  believing  publican  returned 
home  difeharged  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God,  and  not  *  the  proud  felf-juftifying 
Pharifee :  For  whofever  is  righteous  in  his  own  eyes* 
or  conceired  of  his  own  goodnefs  to  the  contempt  of 
others,  and  expc £ta  that  God  fliould  accept  him  on  ac¬ 
count  of  any  merit  in  himfelf,  frail  be  righteoufly 
brought  low  to  his  utter  condition  and  ruin  $  but  every 
one,  who  is  fdf- diffident,  mean*  worthlefs,  and  vile 
in  his  own  eyes,  depending  entirely  on  the  mercy  of 
God  for  pardon  and  acceptance,  as  he  bas  difeovered 
himfdf  to  he  propitious  to  tinners  through  an  atone¬ 
ment,  frail  be  gracioufly  advanced  to  cndlefs  glory. 

15  After  this,  tome  of  the  believing  'JrwSy  who 

were  concerned  for  their  childrens  happinefs  as  well  as 
their  own,  brought  babes  in  their  arms,  and 

prefented  them  to  Clmft,  ddying  that  he  would  lay  his 
hands  upon  them,  as  a  tigaal  of  his  owning  them,  and 
conveying  the  bleflings  of  his  kingdom  to  them,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mari  x.  13  }  according  to  a  famous  pro¬ 
phecy  of  the  Meffiab’s  days,  that  God  would  pour  bis 
Spirit ,  upon  their  foed}  and  bis  bkjfing  upon  their 
fprirtgy  (Ifa-  xliv.  3*)  But  when  his  difeipies  obferved 
their  attempt,  they  frewed  a  difpleafure  at  it,  and  went 
about  to  prevent  them,  left  it  ftould  lead  the  way  to  a 
practice,  that  mighr  be  too  fatiguing  ro  their  Lord,  and 
prevent  what  they  took  to  be  more  important  work. 

16  But 


NOTH* 

*  Etlbtr  Teems  fmm  what  follow*  Kpb  iv*  it*  and  t.  4,  n,  and  the  partn 
lobe  pot  for  not*,  a*  rather  h  ofed  in  the  de  {«}  if  put  for  h)  in  thU  ev*i*- 

pofiiivc  iuftcid  of  the  comparative  lcnfr,  grilft,  chap*  ir,  7,  iod  in  t  Qtr.  x>v*  *)* 


Ch.  i\iiu 
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16  r  But  Jdus 
called  them  onto 
him  ,  sod  laid  , 

Sudxr  Itulc  dail- 

dreo  Eo  come  un¬ 
to  /nr,  and  forbid 
them  not;  for  of 
inch  Is  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God* 


17  Verity  Tfay 

unto  you.  Who* 

foever  flail  not 
receive  1  he  king¬ 
dom  of  God  u  a 
Huh  child,  ttis.il 
in  no  wife  enter 
therein. 


li  And  a  cer¬ 
tain  10  hr  aflted 
Mm  , .  faying  , 
Good  Matter  , 
what  frail  1  do 
to  inherit  eternal 
life? 


rp  And  Jdui 
laid  onto  him  t 
Why  called  thou 
me  T*wd  f  Doriu 

o 

ii  good,  five  one, 
that  ii}  God. 


%o  Thou  know- 

eft  the  comiTund- 
ftients,  IM  not 
commit  adultery. 
Do  not  kill.  Do 
noi  ftol,  l>o  not 

bear  Life  vitnefs, 
Horwir  thy  la¬ 
ther  ukl  thy  mo¬ 
ther. 


16  But  Jefus,  to  {hew  his  favour  to  the  infants*  and 
encourage  thofe  that  brought  them*  fatd  to  the  difei* 
pies*  By  all  means  let  the  little  children  come  unto  mef 
that  I  may  blefs  them  ;  and  do  not  do  any  thing  to  bin* 
der  or  difeourage  it :  For  the  gofpd-difpenfation  is  not 
deflgned  to  exclude  them  from  GuiJ’e  covenant ;  but 
fuch  as  thefe*  as  well  as  adulc  perfons,  are  to  be  deem* 
ed  fubjctls  of  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom*  (See  the  note 
on  Matth*  xis*  14.) 

17  Hereupon*  to  rebuke  his  difeipies  for  their  rath 
and  haughty  zeal*  and  to  improve  this  occurrence  to 
fpirhual  advantage*  he  added*  I  folemnly  afliire  you, 
that  no  man*  wbo  do  not  receive  the  things  of  the  gof- 
pelj  with  a  teach  a  blent  Is  and  mcchnets*  humility  and 
fimplicity  offpirit,  and  with  a  child  like  fubjc&ion  to 
mine  authority*  {hall  ever  enjoy  its  bk flings  of  grace 
here  and  of  glory  hereafter* 

18  AsChriftiras  going  from  this  place*  there  met 

him  a  certain  young  m^n,  {Nattb*  acix.  20 ,)  a  perfon 
of  diltinftion  and  authority  among  the  who* 

falling  upon  his  knees,  (Mark.  x.  17.)  faluted  him 
under  the  title  of  Good  mailer  *;  and,  with  thcfetc- 
kens  of  fuperior  reverence,  a£ked*  by  what  works  of 
righreoufnefs  he  might  ohrain  everlafling  life  ? 

19  Jefus  replied*  by  way  of  reproof.  What  means 
this  high  fwelling  title  to  one  whom  you  take  to  be 
no  mure  than  a  man  ?  It  is  God  only,  who  is  ftriftly 
and  properly  (peaking  good*  there  being  none  original¬ 
ly,  ahfulurely,  and  perfectly  good  befides  him  ;  and 
therefore,  unlcfs  you  believe  me  to  be  God,  you  go 
too  far  in  applying  this  epithet,  with  fo  much  reve* 
rente*  and  in  fuch  an  abfolute,  unreferved  manner  to  me. 

20  Then  our  Lord,  without  raking  any  notice  whe¬ 
ther  he  bimfelf  were  God  or  nor*  proceeded  to  the 
question*  faying,  If  you  would  get  eternal  life  by  your 
own  performances,  you  know  what  God  in  the  law 
has  commanded  them  to  do,  who  would  live  by  it: 
As  for  inftance,  thou  {halt  not  commit  adultery,  nor 
be  guilty  of  any  kind  of  uncleaunefs  ;  thou  {halt  not 
injure  any  one’s  life,  or  reputation  \  thou  {halt  not  rob, 
or  cheat  him  of  bis  property;  thou  (halt  not  tell  un¬ 
truths*  or  give  into  falfe  reports  or  accufarions  again  ft 
anyone  whatfoever;  thou  {halt  pay  all  due  reverence 
and  honour  to  thy  parents  and  fuperiois^*  and  the  like* 


NOTE  s\ 

*  This  the  am  bit  id  as  rabbit*  of  that  age  4  Guifl  MlKne?;!  o^!y  In  UieTc  dntin  of 
alleged  to  be  honoured  with  ;  but,  as  fomc  the  iecond  tiblc,  thu  It*  might  convince  the 
iuppofe,  it  wis  ^  higher  title  tiuun  ufctl  to  ruler  t>f  His  tlckCl  e  ven  in  them,  and  Vo 
given*  ewa  to  the  nwfl  «no*g  mijjht  Ihew  him  iM,t  Mt  wis  fat  from  Iming 

iPl^zn  rilltfw  l!rJ*  u  lir.M  .’Jilr 


itp 

*1  And  he 
Judj  All  theft 
hm  I  kept  from 
my  youth  op* 


H  Now 'when 
Jrfiii  heanl  theft 
things  he  ftld 
onto  him  9  Tel 
lackcft  them  one 
thug  ;  fell  all 
that  them  halt, 
and  fliftrihuce  on¬ 
to  the  poor,  and 
thou  Quit  have 
trcaTaie  in  he** 
Qtn  %  end  e&mtj 
follow  me. 


%%  And  when 

tie  heard  this  he 
tta*  wry  forrow* 
fid ;  for  he  vu 
toy  rich* 


14  And  w&en 
jdbs  ftw  that  he 
,was  Tery  formw* 
ful,  he  raid.  How 
hardly  (ball  they 
that  hat-e  riche* 
enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God! 


ij  For  it  it 
tifier  for  a  camel 
to  go  through  a 
acedlc*$eye,than 
for  a  rich  man  to 

enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God* 


He  tiv&ngtlijl  Lu  EE  pdrapbrafaL  £(1.  xvufr 

At  The  young  man,  having  been  of  a  fober  and  re¬ 
gular  behaviour,  but  ignorant  of  the  exceeding  Ariel* 
nels  and  fpirituality  of  God’s  law,  as  extending  to  the 
heart  as  well  23  life,  faid,  I  have  always  punctually  ful¬ 
filled  every  one  of  thefe  commands  from  my  childhood 
to  this  very  day*,  furely  then  I  mull  befafe  for  heaven, 
there  is  no  flaw  in  my  title  to  it. 

22  Now  when  Jefus  heard  this  snfwer,  he,  to  con¬ 
vince  him  that  he  was  far  from  being  perfed,  replied. 
You  are  neverthdefs  deficient  in  one  thing,  viz.  hear* 
ty  love  to  God  and  your  neighbour,  which  the  law  re¬ 
quires,  as  the  main  principle  of  all  obedience :  And, 
for  your  trial  in  this,  I  infill  upon  your  going  and  fel¬ 
ling  all  yonr  eftate,  and  giving  the  money  away  for 
the  relief  of  poor  diflrdfed  ohjetts  j  and  if  you  chcar- 
fully  fab  mi  t  only  to  this  one  proof  of  yoar  love,  I  tell 
you,  fur  your  encouragement,  that,  tnftead  of  earthly 
treafure,  you  fliall  have  an  heavenly  one ;  And  when 
you  have  done  this,  come  again,  and  give  up  yourfclr 
to  me,  as  my  difciple  and  fervant,  and  I  will  further 
inftruQ  you  in  the  fure  way  to  cvcrlaftiog  life.  (See 
the  note  on  Mattb.  xi*<  17.) 

23  At  this  be  was  forely  difappointed ;  and  as  he 
was  really  deftitete  of  a  governing  principle  of  love  to' 
God,  ana  to  them  who  needed  help,  he  went  away 
from  the  only  Saviour,  much  troubled  In  hjmfelf  to 
think  that  he  moft  lofc  a  treafure  in  heaven,  becaufo 
he  could  not  eonfent  to  part  with-  all  his  temporal  en¬ 
joyments,  in  profpedl  of  it :  For  he  bad  great  poffeffions, 
which  he  rcfolvcd  nor  to  quit,-  whatfoever  might  be 
the  confequence. 

24  Our  Lord  Jefus  obferving  what  2  frtare  this  rich 
man's  eftate  was  to  him,  took  that  occafion  to  caatioif 
his  difeiptes  (Mark  x,  23.)  againft  an  inordinate  love 
of  this  world,  faying.  How  bard  a  matter  is  it  for  fuch 
as  are  in  affluent  circumltances,  and  are  fond  of  them, 
to  fobmit  to  tbe  felf-denial  that  is  Aeceflary  to  my  dif- 
ciples,  when  their  temporal  enjoyments  ftand  in  com-* 
petition  with  the  bleflmgs  of  grace  and  glory  1 

25*  For  fuch  is  the  deceitfulnefs  of  riches,-  and  fuch 
the  natural  addiftednels  of  mens  hearts  to  them,  and  fo 
many  arc  the  temptations  and  incambraAG'es  which  at¬ 
tend  them,  that  hardly  any  thing  can  be  imagined  fo 
difficult,  no,  not  for  a  camel  to  pafs  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle,  as  for  a  man  of  a  great  eftate,  whofe  heart 
is  fet  upon  it,  to  be  willing  to  refign  it  for  the  buffings' 

of  my  kingdom,  or  to  be  fo  weaned  in  his  aflieftions 

from  it,  as  is  neccfiary  for  one  of  my  difciples  to  be 


Cb.  xvui. 


16  And  they 

that  hcaffl  irCaid* 

Who  i  him  caa  be 
f*vcd  > 


*1  And  he  faid* 
The  thiagivhich 

see  impolGhlc 

with  men,  are 
yojUble  ttkbGod. 


i9  Then  Peter 

fit  A,  wc  hive 
tetf  all,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  the*. 


1$  And  he  Odd 
Uoto  them.  Veri¬ 
ly',  T  fay  ufita 
you,  There  it  no 
nidn  that  hath 
left  houfe,  or  pa* 
rcit^  t  or  bre* 
[lircti,  or  wife,  or 
children,  for  the 
kingdom  ot'Ged/s 

Jjk^i 

30  Who  frail 
r\M  receive  mani¬ 
fold  more  in  this 
prcfrni  time,  ami 
in  the  world  to 
mate  life  ever- 

1  - 

i*:ti rs* 
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in  profpc  €t  of  an  eternal  inheritance.  (Seethe  note  on 
Mattb .  xix.  14.} 

26  When  the  difciples  beard  him  fpeak  after  tbit 
manner,  they  were  greatly  amazed  to  think,  what  a 
fad  condition  the  affe&ion  of  moil  mcifs  hearts  to  ihit 
world  has  brought  them  imo,  and  what  a  difappoim- 
mem  they  them  (elves  mud  meet  with,  who  expected 
that  in  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom  they  Gioutd  abound  in 
riches;  and  thereupon  they  cried  out.  If  thisbefucb 
a  bar  to  good  hopes  of  eternal  life,  who  among  man* 
kind  can  ever  be  f aved?  And  what  fuccefscan  we  ex- 
peft  in  the  miniftry  to  which  tbou  baft  called  us? 

27  Our  Lord  replied.  It  is  indeed  impoffible  for 
any  man,  by  his  own  ftienth,  ot  by  any  natural  prin* 
ciples  within  himftlf,  to  get  the  mattery  over  his  world* 
}y  affections,  and  to  become  fc  dead  to  the  allure* 
ments  of  this  prefent  finfut  life,  as  to  prefer  future  and 
inviQhlc  things  to  them,  and  be  willing  to  part  with 
them,  whenever  I  cal!  him  to  rcfign  them  :  But  all 
this  may  eafily  be  done  by  the  power  of  God's  almigh¬ 
ty  grace,  which,  accompanying  my  gofpel,  works  ef* 

fcftually  in  them  tbit  believe. 

26  'then  P*t*rf  reflecting  upon  what  he  and  the 
reft  of  the  difciples  had  done,  when  Cbrift  firft  called 
them,  fiid,  with  a  mixture  of  humility  and  pride,  Be¬ 
hold,  Lord,  how  readily  we,  thy  difciples,  have  by  the 
power  of  this  grace,  at  thy  command,  and  for  thy  faker 
givtn  up  our  trade,  friends,  and  relations,  together 
with  the  beft  accommodations  and  advantages  of  life, 
which  we  enjoyed  !  and  as  thou  telleft  us,  that  abun¬ 
dance  of  wealth  and  temporal  poff-ftions  is  fo  far  from 
going  into  the  bUffings  of  thy  kingdom,  as  to  be  a 
hindrance  to  perfons  enjoying  rhem  ;  what  may  we 
expert  from  thee  in  this  world  and  the  next? 

29,  30  To  this  our  Lord  replied,  I  folemnly  a  flu  re 
you,  that  no  one  (hall  be  a  Jofer  by  me  :  Whether  a 
man  have  more  or  lefs  of  the  good  things  of  this  worldr 
tfhelofes  his  temporal  pofleflions,  or  his  ncarelt  and 
deareft  friends  and  relations,  and  is  willing  to  forfake 
and  give  them  aft  up,  rather  than  abandon  me  and  my 
caufe,  and  his  hopes  of  the  bieftings  of  my  kingdom  ^ 
he  ftiall,  even  in  this  prefent  life,  have  more  valuable 
friends,  whofe  hearts  will  be  inclined  to  pity,  favour, 
and  aflift  him  ;  and  Oiali  have  infmrdy  better  fupports 
and  joys,  and  more  contentment  of  fpirit  in  his  cir- 
cumitancc*,  than  he  ever  had  before  ;  and  in  the  o* 
ther  world  he  flul!  poflefs  the  urmoft  glory  and  bldlcd- 
nds  without  interrupt  ion  or  end* 


Chriftj 


w 

3i  Then  he 

toot  unto  him 
the  turkc,  and 
laid,  unto  them* 
BcWiI*  we  go  up 
to  JernJalem,  and 
aft  things  that 
are  written  by 
the  prophets  con* 
ec ruing  the  Son 
of  mac  (hall  be 
accompli  thed. 
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H  For  he  Hull 

be  delivered  unto 
the  Gentries,  ami 
Jhall  be  mocked  t 
and  fpiicruliy  ih- 
tttircdi  and  fpuv 
ted  ou. 


33  Anil  they 
ft  all  foonrge  Aim, 
and  put  him  to 
death ;  and  the 
third  day  he  ft  all 
life  again* 


31  Chrift,  being  now  on  the  journey  that  would 
iffue  ta  bis  death,  took  the  twelve  apoflJes  afide  from 
the  company,  and  told  them  what  would  veryfoon  be- 
fal  him,  that  they  might  not  be  furprized  and  difeou- 
raged  when  they  fliould  fee  it  come  to  pafs  :  Ob&rvc, 
fays  he,  what  I  am  about  to  tell  you,  we  are  now  go- 
ing  up  to  and  this  is  the  time  in  which  all 

rhofe  things  fhall  be  fulfilled  in  me,  that  have  been 
foretold  by  the  antient  prophets  concerning  my  fuffer- 
jngSt  and  the  glory  that  is  to  follow  them  ;  the  word 
of  God  mull  he  herein  fulfilled,  which  will  be  a  clear 
and  certain  proof,  that  I  am  indeed  the  true  Mcffulu 
*  3a  For  as  it  was  prophefied,  that  kings  and  rulers 
fbould  take  counfei  together  again  ft  him,  IPfal*  xxii* 
6,  7*)  and  that  lie  would  not  hide  his  face  from  ihamc 
and  fpitrtng,  {If a*  1.  6*)  fo  I  Jhall  be  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  the  Romans ,  (hall  be  fummoned  before 
their  tribunal,  and  be  derided,  in  Halted,  and  abufed  by 
their  foldicnr,  and  they  will  fpit  upon  me  with  con¬ 
tempt  and  difdain. 

33  And  as  it  was  foretold  that  the  Mefliah  fhouIJ 
give  his  back  to  the  frtmers,  and  his  cheeks  to  them 
that  pluck  off  the  hair,  (Ifa.  1+  6*)  %  that  he  fhould  he 
cut  off,  hut  not  for  himfelf,  (Dan.  ix.  2 6.)  j  and  that 
God  his  Father  would  not  leave  his  foul  in  a  feparate 
flare,  nor  fuffer  his  holy  One  to  fee  corruption,  (Pfa** 
xvi.  10.)  ;  So  mine  enemies  will  lay  me  under  the  lafh, 
as  if  I  were  a  contemptible  wretch,  and  put  me  to  the 
m oft  cruel  and  ignominious  death,  even  that  of  the 
crof$,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat*  xxvii*  26.)  ;  and  on  the 
third  day  I  Dial!  break  through  the  bands  of  death,  by 
rifing  again* 

34  He  fpoke  thefe  things  in  the  plaineft  manner  pof- 
fible  ;  and  yet  thedifciple’s  heads  were  fo  filled  with 
notions  of  the  temporal  grandeur  of  his  kingdom,  that 
they  could  not  tell  how  to  nnderfbnd  his  reproaches, 
fufferings,  and  death,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  nor  what  to 
make  of  his  rifing  from  the  dead,  but  thought  feme 
other  unknown  conftru£tion  mult  he  put  upon  all  thefe 
words* 

35  As  Jtfus  was  palling  along,  providence  fo  order¬ 
ed  it,  that,  when  he  was  near  Jiricboy  he  met  with  a 
noted  blind  begga^  *,  who  being  poor,  and  unable  to 

get 

T  E. 

ms  the  moil  noted  beggar*  Ms*(brot  aM 
Mark  fay  ChriG  wrought  this  miracle,  as  he 
wtnt  out,  or  departed  trom  Jttiehoi  vhere- 
as'Luiefeec ns  to  fpcak  of  M*  doing  it,  he 

drew  near  u>  Jtrkiv ;  Out  perhaps  the  wwd 


34  And  they 
under  flood  none 
of  theft  thinjp  ; 
and  this  faying 
was  hid  from 
them  ,  neither 

knew  they  the 
th  in  g  s  wli  ich  were 
fpoken. 

35  And  it  came 
to  pate,  that,  as 
he  wa *  come  nigh 
unto  Jericho,  a 
certain  blind  man 

£* 


N  O 

*  Matsbrar  xv.  30,  34.  fptaks  of  twi> 
tlind  men,  that  were  cured,  and  Mark  x. 
4*-  lefts  ns  the  name  of  one  of  them 
was  Berriww,  Here,  and  3n  our  evangel* ft 
notice  is  uken  only  of  this  wacf  because  be 


Cli. 


XYltU 


The  Evangtlifi  tuKB  paraphrafid. 


6t  by  the  way- 
£de  begging. 


j6  And  hear¬ 
ing  the  multitude 
puCs  by,  he  ask¬ 
ed  whit  it  meant* 


get  his  livelyhood,  fat  by  .the  fide  of  the  road,  as  beg-* 
gars  life  to  do  in  public  places,  to  alk  the  charity  of 
the  people. 

3  6  And  when  be  heard  the  noife  of  the  great  com¬ 
pany  that  went  along  with  our  Lord,  his  curtofiry, 
or  bis  hopes  of  (bine  advantage,  put  him  upon  inqui¬ 
ring  what  might  be  the  occafion  of  fuch  a  steal  con* 
courfe  ? 


yt  And  they 
told  biro,  that 

jefiu  of  N^23- 
rcth  paflcil  by. 

3d  And  he 
cried,  laying,  Je- 
1'us,  thou  Soil  of 
Tiatid,  have  mer¬ 
cy  on  nrc. 


3$  And  they 
which  went  be¬ 
fore  rebuked  him; 
that  he  ihould 
hold  hli  peaee  i 
blit  he  Cried  fo 
much  the  more. 
Thou  Son  of  Da¬ 
vid,  have  mercy 
on  me. 

40  And  Jdiu 
flood,  and  com* 
ftiittdd  him  to 
be  brought  unto 
him:  and  when 

he  wu  come  near 
he  uked  biro, 

4t  Saying, 
What  wilt  tilou 

that  I  (hiU  do  trn- 
to  thee?  And  he 
faid.  Lord*  that 
1  may  receive  my 
light. 

4a  And  Jefu* 
falil  auto  him, 
iCeceivcthy  fijftat: 

thy  fauh  hath  fa- 

ved  thee. 

43  And  im- 
rrediaidy  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  light, 
*ud  folio  wexLli  i  m, 
gtorify- 


37  And  fome  of  the  company  informed  him  that  je~ 
fus  of  Nazareth  was  there,  and  that  all  this  multitude 
was  going  along  with  him. 

38  Upon  which,  being  defirous  of  a  cure,  he  lifted 
up  his  voice,  faying,  with  great  earneftnefs,  Lord  Jo< 
fus,  as  t  believe  thee  to  be  the  promifed  Mcffiah  of 
David's  race,  who  are  fent  of  God  for  the  fa  1  vat  ion  of 
Jfraelt  t  bdircch  thee  to  have  compaflbn  upon  me* 
who  need  tby  help. 

39  And  fome  of  thofe,  who  went  in  the  foremoft 
part  of  the  crowd,  reprimanded  him  for  it,  bidding  him 
be  quiet,  and  not  teaze  Oh  rift  with  bis  clamour  now' 
upon  his  journey:  But,  inftead  of  being  reftrained  by 
their  chiding?*  he  cried  out  with  fo  much  the  more* 
importunity,  O  thou  MefEah,  who  art  raifed  up  in  rhe 
houfe  of  Davidt  I  beg  that  thou  wouidit  hear,  and 
have  pity  upon  me. 

40,  qi  Then  Jefus  feeing  his  faith,  and  being  full 
of  mercy  and  tendemefs  toward  him,  whifft  others 
Checked,  difeou raged,  and  defpifed  him,  made  a  fraud* 
and  ordered  the  people  to  bring  this  poor  creature  to 
him :  And  upon  his  coming  near,  he*  for  the  further 
trial  of  his  faith*  and  more  difrinft  notification  of  his 
own  goodnefs  in  giving  him  the  very  thing  he  wanted* 
a  Iked  him  what  the  particular  mercy  was  which  be 
(0  eameftly  begged I  the  blind  man  prefently  replied* 
Lord,  it  is  not  for  an  alms,  but  that  thou  wouldtk 
pleafe  to  open  mine  eyes# 

42  And  jefiis  approving  of  his  faith  and  his  choice* 
faid  to  him,  t  command  that  your  fight  be  reftored  a 
Your  faith  has  prevailed  with  me  to  anfwcr  your  re- 
quelL 

43  And  no  fooncr  did  he  fpealc,  but  it  was  done  j 

the  blind  man  immediately  faw,  and  was  fo 
with  rhe  inftantancoas  and  perfect  cure,  that  he  fol¬ 
lowed  jeftis  in  his  way  to  JtrttfaUyn  *,  and,  with  a  heart 

full 


N  O  T  Jt. 

hm  rendered  rertrrrcv  may  fig-  hiftory*  which  lie  teiimits  hi  theJ^inuiri^ 
nfry  only  {W/t*  tiyvzt)  his  ft'iwj  t-tvr  7lv;-  of  the  next  chapter*  See  a  u«e  reining  to 
cto ;  and  fo  thi*  faft  ij  ur.lcipiutd  v\  Luht*s  Jericav  in  eh x. 
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glorify  in*;  Gad  : 
and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  when  they 
few  j7t  gave 
pntife  unto  God* 


full  of  thank fulnefs  and  joy,  glorified  God  for  this  fig* 
nal  mercy,  which  was  Iheurn  to  himfelf,  and  for  fend^ 
iiig  the  long- looked  for  Saviour  to  open  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  ;  Ami  all  the  people  joined  their  thankfgtvings 
and  praifes  to  God,  who  had  railed  up  an  horn  of  fal- 
varion  for  them,  in  the  boufe  of  bis  fervant  David* 
{Chap,  i.  69.) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

ft  is  fnrdy  good  for  us  to  draw  nigh  to  Hod ;  and  the  more  perfevering  and 
importunate  our  faith  is  in  the  duty  of  prayer*  the  more  welcome  and  fiiccefsful 
we  ilia! I  he*  Though  the  anfwer  may  be  deferred  for  a  time :  yet  every  cunti- 
deration  of  God*  as  uvealed  in  ihc  gospel*  a (fures  his  people  that  it  lhall  ccr- 
Lainlv  come  in  the  proper  feafon-  But  how  differently  may  the  fame  duties  be 
peri  or  med  by  iiiffcr  cut  forts  o *  perfona;  Some,  like  the  PTiari  fee*  manage  them 
with  pride,  hvpnerily,  tbrm.ilTty,  and  contempt  of  fellow-  worfhippers,  to  the 
provoking  of  God,  inftcad  of  getting  advantage  to  themlelves;  whil ft  others, 
like  the  humble*  contrive  publican,  abaft  thtmfelves  at  his  footftool,  truft  in  his 
mercy  and  grace,  through  the  great  Atonement,  and  obuin  j  ufti  fi  cation  to  c* 
tcrual  life.  And  O  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  believers,  that  Chrm  takes  notice  of 
their  l;ttk  ones,  has  confirmed  God's  covenant  with  their  feed,  has  enrolled 
them  with  themfelvcs,  as  the  ftibje&s  of  his  vifibfe  kingdom  under  the  gofpcl* 
ftate,  and  is  ft*  much  fet  on  their  being  prefented  tn  him,  to  blcfs  them,  as  to 
take  it  ill  of  thofe  that  would  dcbir  then  of  their  privileges!  But  neither  privi¬ 
leges  nor  rhitit-B  are  to  be  nr  fled  in;  hr  po-fans  may  go  a  grvat  way  in  religion, 
like  the  Pharifce,  and  in  morality,  like  the  young  ruler,  and  yet  fall  Ihortof  fa¬ 
ring  grace;  And  were  we  to  have  a  right  view  nf  ourfelvcs  in  the  light  of  God  « 
bw,  we  fhnuld/oon  be  convinced  of  uur  dcfe&s,  and  of  our  need  of  a  better 
Tighteoefnrfe  than  our  own  to  entitle  us  to  heaven.  But*  alas!  what  dangerous 
fiiare^  arc  the  riches  of  this  world  to  men  of  earns!  minds !  Nothing  fbort  of 
GotPs  almighty  trace,  with  whom  all  things  are  pi^flGWe,  can  effectually  change 
the  blafa  of  their  hearts,  and  make  them  think  it  worth  their  while  to  give  tip  all 
Their  temporal  enjoyments  for  Chrift  But  whatfoew,  upon  principles  of  faith 
and  love,  we  may  lofc  fur  him,  wc  may  be  fure  of  kifing  nothing  by  him :  And 
what  Oh ri ft ia  11  would  think  much  of  fuffering  for  him,  who  was  atofed  and  cru¬ 
cified  for  us*  and  rofe  again  from  the  dead,  according  to  the  predictions  of  this 
prophets,  and  his  own  declarations  before- hand,  as  a  demon  ft  rat  ion  of  Its  being 
the  Chrift?  And  yet  how  great  u  the  power  of  carnal  prejudices  to  hide  the 
pLtineft  truths  from  us !  Hut  as  the  companions  of  the  great  and  merciful  Savi¬ 
our  air  extended  to  the  moft  wretched  objects,  he  cm  as  eafily  cure  the  depra¬ 
vity  of  our  umlerftandmgs,  ay  open  the  eyes  of  fuch  as  were  corporally  blind: 
And  when  ivt*  receive  any  fignat  mercies  from  him,  wh  it  Ipecfal  engagements 
are  they  upon  u*,  to  follow  him,  and  glorify  God  for  ratling  up  fuch  a  powerful 
and  "radius  Saviour  to  us  I 


chap,  xix, 

■ 

The  converjicn.  pf  Tiacchcus,  i, — 10.  The  parable  of  the  ten  pounds*  it* 
—  if.  Cbriji's  riding  into  Jeruftlem*  28, — 40.  His  lamenting  0- 
ver  it*  41 » — 44.  And  his  cafiing  the  buyers  and  fellers  out  of  the 

temple*  45, — 48. 

Teir-  Paraphrase. 

A**11  jefus  en-  H  RTST  proceeding  on  his  Journey  toward  Jens- 

Ctd  Kujh  Pje-  ^  bis  waT  >ay  through  the  city  of  Jericho,  in 

1  kiio.  the  ttibc  of  Benjamin* 

a  Amt 


Cb,  zlz. 

%  Andbcholli 
tkrt  vif  a  man 
pavwd  ZicchcDi, 
which  the 
chief  anioDg  the 
publicans,  and  he 
was  rich. 


I  And  he 
fought  to  fee  Je- 
fu$  u4k>  he  was, 
and  could  not 
for  the  prefs,  bo* 
caufe  he  was  lit¬ 
tle  of  lietqrc. 

4  And  he  nn 
beforehand  climb¬ 
ed  up  into  a  fyea- 
more  tree,  to  fee 
him  ;  for  be  was 
to  paj$  that  way, 

J  And  when 
Jefiu  came  to  the 
place,  he  looked 
up  and  few  him, 
and  fai  d  nnto 
him  ,  Zaccheus , 

make  halle  and 
comedown;  for 
t^-iUy  J  mult  a- 
hide  it  tbyboufet 


G  And  be  made 
hatte  ,  and  eame 
down,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  him  joyfully. 


y  And  when 
they  £xw  if*  they 

all  murmured , 
laying,  That  he 
was  gone  to  be 
£Utft  with  a  maa 
rhat  u  a  Umicr. 

8  And  Zaccheus 

ftwd, 


The  Bvafigelijt  Lck£  paraphrased*  ijjj 

2  And  behold  a  wonderful  instance  of  his  grace, 
be  puffed  along !  There  was  in  that  neighbourhood  a 
certain  man,  called  Zacckeus ,  who  was  one  of  the  chief 
collectors  of  taxes  tor  the  Roman  emperor,  or  a  receiver- 
general,  to  whom  the  other  publicans  brought  their  mo¬ 
ney  ;  and  fo  he  had  more  authority  and  influence,  and 
a  larger  (bare  of  profits,  than  the  reft,  and  by  this  means 
was  grown  vay  rich  *■ 

3  This  man  having  heard  much  of  the  fame  of  Jefus, 
which  rung  through  all  the  country,  had  a  great  curt- 
ofiry  to  1«  whar  fort  of  perfon  be  was  ;  bur,  being  low 
in  ftatme,  be  could  not  hope  to  obtain  his  etc  fir?,  Hand¬ 
ing  on  the  ground,  becaufe  of  the  crowd  of  taller  people. 

4  Therefore,  laying  a  fide  all  itate,  he  ran  io  a  fyco- 
moretree,  by  the  fide  of  the  road,  where  he  knew  fus 
was  to  go  \  and  climbed  up  into  the  tree,  that  he  mighc 
have  a  full  view  of  him. 

5  And  it  was  happy  for  him  that  he  was  found  ia 
Chrift’s  way,  tbo'  only  curioGty  brought  him  thither  ; 
For  as  Jefus  came  to  lave  the  chief  of  Tinners,  fo  when 
be  arrived  at  the  place,  where  Zaccheus  bad  fee  himfdf, 
he  looked  up  to  the  tree  ;  and,  feeing  him  there 

knew  him  to  be  one  of  bis  (beep,  vhofc  name  was 
written  in  the  book  of  life  $  and,  contrary  to  this  man’s 
expeftations,  he  took  a  kind  and  particular  notice  of 
bim,  and  calling  to  him  faid,  Zacchcui ,  come  down 
with 'all  fpeed  ;  for  I  mu  ft  needs  ftay  a  while  to-day  at 
your  houfe, 

;6  TheCc  words  wrought  effectually  upon  him  by  a 
fecret  energy  that  attended  them ;  and  he  was  fo  affect* 
ed  with  the  thought  of  Chrift’s  taking  fuch  particular 
notice  of  him,  that  he  inftautly  came  down,  and  cheer¬ 
fully  received  him  into  his  heart,  and  then  inro  his  houfe. 

7  And  when  the  company  law  the  kind  falurations 
and  behaviour  that  pafied  between  them,  they  were 
highly  offended,  and  exprefled  their  refemment  at  it, 
faying,  How  unworthy  is  this  of  the  proMTcd  fanctity 
of  Jcfus,  that  he  fliould  go  for  entertainment  to  ouc  of 
the  greateft  fmners  in  all  the  city 

6  But  (Jf)  Zaccheust  tofhew  that  the  grace  of  Chrifi 

bad  indeed  reached  his  heart,  and  that  he  was  now  be¬ 
come  another  man  than  he  had  been  before,  and  than 
they  uncharitably  aud  malicioufly  fuppofed  him  to  be 

toil, 

T  E* 

ordinarily  managed,  rcinlcred  Mm  odious  to 

ihtm  >  ..n<l  (hr  nrokr  1  C  ihc  m^;a 

criminal  aud  dwilabfe  they  accju&t^l  iiiaw 


N  O 

*  This  Z-vcbttrs  vu  probably  a  as 
hu  name  intimates^  it  being  a  common  name 
among  that  peoples  his  ofHcv, 

aial  the  Bbuftvc  method*  with  wiiidi  k  was 


Ha 


Tie  Evangslijl  L~tf  KB  pafaphrdfedL  Cb.  xix* 


,  and  fitd 
\mio  the  LnnL, 
Behold  ,  Lord  , 
the  half  of  my 
I  give  to 

tne  poor:  and  if 

I  have  taken  any 
tiring  from  any 
man  by  talk  ac- 
cu  fit  ion  t  l  rc- 
ftorc  him 

faUL 


p  A tid  JeTus 
fTid  unto  him , 
This  day  is  f*I- 
vatio  t  come  to 
this  houie,  fur* 
Jbmuch  is  he  ai- 
£»  is  the  foQ  of 
Abraham, 


to  for  the  Sotr 
of  matt  is  eutnc 
Id  feek  and  to 
fave  that  which 

W4S  loO* 


ftiil,  flood  and  publictly  pro  felled  his  faith  and  repent¬ 
ance  before  all  the  people,  faying*  Behold*  O  Lord, 
thou  expected  Mcffiah,  what  an  effect  thy  words  have 
had  upon  me  I  whereas  I  hare  gathered  a  great  eftate, 
and  hitherto  iffed  it  only  for  my  (elf,  I  now  feel  fbch  re-' 
morfe  and  grief,  as  evenconftnun  me  to  give  away  one 
moiety  of  it  immediately,  for  the  benefit  of  rhe  poor, 
that  I  may  honour  God  with  my  fubftance,  and  do  all 
the  good  I  can  with  fuch  money  as  may"  hate  beta 
injurioufty  taken  from  perfons  at  prefem  uoknown  to 
me  :  And  if  any  one,  whom  I  have  wronged  by  fraud 
or  extortion,  by  falfe  charges  or  oppreflkm,  wih  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  repaying  him,  I  am  ready,  in 
teflimony  of  my  hearty  repentance,  to  make  him  a- 
mends,  not  only  by  restoring  as  much  as  I  took  from 
him,  but  even  four  times  mote  with  it,  according  to 
the  utmoft  demands  that  tbe  law  makes  of  refiitution* 
iu  any  cafe  of  injury  whatsoever  *« 

9  jefus,  to  encourage  him,  and  vindicate  him  ft]  fa- 
gain  ft  the  murmurs  of  the  people,  replied,  I,  the  +  Sa¬ 
viour  of  loft  finners,  am  this  day  come  hither,  bring* 
ing  the  glad  tidings,  and  ail  the  bit  flings  of  filiation 
along  with  me  to  this  man,  who  ye  hear,  by  bis  own 
confcflion,  is  become  a  true  believer  and  penitent ;  and 
this  day  the  promifes  of  fataatkm  are  brought  to  his  fa¬ 
mily,  they  being  taken  into  covenant  together  with 
himfdf;  becaufe  be  is  now  not  merely  by  birth,  but  by 
faith  tn  me,  one  of  the  true  and  fpiritu?l  feed  of  Aim * 
ham  what  I  have  therefore  done  herein  cafmot  reason¬ 
ably  be  ohjcfled  againft* 

10  For  I,  tbe  Mcffiah,  am  fent  to  fearch  and  feek 
out  my  Iheep,  wherever  they  are  feat tt red j  efpecially 
thofe  of  the  boufe  of  Ifratl\  and  as  ibis  man,  by  be* 
ing  a  publican*  was  looked  upon  as  loft  to  God  and  all 

gpodnebj 


N  O'  T  E  s. 


*  In  cafes  <rf  theft  and  ftand,  and  fwear- 
ing  falftly,  to  deprive  another  uf  his  pro* 
petty,  the  law  required  a  rt  flotation  of  the 
principal,  whh  the  addition  of  a  fifth  part. 
{ljCv*  vi.  x*—?.)  If  rhc  theft  were  found  hi 
a  mWs  pofltfliorr,  it  required  roftoring  doti- 
Hi* ;  and  for  a  (lolea  ox  that  vit  killed  or 
*bltl,  it  demanded  five  oxen  to  be  reftored. 
(Exod-  xxiL  1 ,  4,)  y,Qfcbeui  thertfurc)  to- 
flitw  the  fm eerily  of  hi;  repentance,  decla¬ 
red  himfclf  willing  to  comply  vidi  the 
Ar'^il  of  til  the  lam  tlfout  rt  it  itutiou* 
And  repentance  can  never  be  protvd  to  be 
Gncrrc,  without  leititurion  for  the  injutici 
have  done  to  others*  according  to  out  a- 
bil.Lyj  and  the  opportunities  ®*y  buv 


for  U»  This  ft  the  genuine  nay  in  which 
tree  grace  works  in  the  heart)  and  where 
there  u  no  concern  about  this*  when  wo 
have  cheated,  robbed,  or  defrauded  any  man, 
in  vain  do  we  flitter  ourfelves  that  our  re¬ 
pentance  U  unto  life* 
t  By  jalvafon  may  be  meant  Cbnfi  iiw- 
ftift  the  author  of  JaWatfan,  (](a.  iAi.  6. 
'and  Luke  ii.  ap,  jo*)  or,  at  Is  moil  ofual, 
rhc’i/q^fcgj  of  lalvaCior^  (A^ft  it.  t*0  or 
the  fmtrfrs  and  the  gifpct  of  ttlvation, 
(John  tv*  ax*  and.  Ads  ixvuLaS)  Audby 
Zxtcbtvs1*  being  tbe  Jqq  of  Abr&hrttj  may 
be  meant,  his  bang  fo,  both  by  birth  ajicf 
by  faith  in  Chrift,  Accordingly  all  thef* 
fenfeparc  iadusM  in  the  jucjfbiefe. 


Ckiir. 


A 


n  And  U 
they  heard  thcfe 
thing*,  he  added, 
uod  fpake  a  pa¬ 
rable,  betauie  he 
tt'is  nigh  to  Je- 
nrialem  ,  and 
becBiWc  they 

thought  that  the 
lunftdon]  or  Cod 
fhould  itn  medi¬ 
ately  xppw* 


ii  He  &id 
therefore,  A  tcr- 
laift  nobleman 
vent  into  a  far 
country ,  to  rc- 
edre  fur  himfclf 
a  kingdom,  and 

(pie;  mo. 


rj  And  he  cal- 
led  iti*  ten  fer- 
Yaoijj  and  deli¬ 
vered  them  ten 
pounds,  and  laid 
unto  them.  Oc¬ 
cupy  till  1  come. 


Tit  EvangeKJi  Luke  parapbrafed.  %pj 

J 

good neft,  and  as  he  really  was  in  the  loft  Hate  and  con¬ 
dition  of  a  finner,  1  am  doing  my  proper  buGncfs  in 
converting  him,  and  bringing  CaJ ration  to  him  and  bis. 

n  Tbe  people  having  heard  Ohrid  fpeak  of  his  co¬ 
ming  to  aft  the  Saviour's  part,  and  knowing  that  he 
was  oo  his  way  to  JsrtijaUm^  tbe  feat  of  their  ancienc 
kings,  imagined,  that  as  foon  as  he  (liould  get  thither, 
he  would  openly  declare  bimfelf  to  be  the  MeJIiah,  and 
fet  ap  his  kingdom  with  great  pomp  and  worldly  pow- 
er  there;  And  therefore!  to  reftify  their  miflaken  no¬ 
tions,  he  acquainted  them  that  the  nature  of  his  king¬ 
dom  was  very  different  from  what  they  apprehended, 
that  the  generality  of  the  Jews  would  exclude  them* 
feKcs  from  it,  and  that  its  glory  would  not  appeal  To 
foon  as  they  vainly  fancied ;  and  this  be  ill  nitr  ated  in 
the  following  GmUitude: 

n  A  certain  noble  lord  took  a  long  journey  into  an¬ 
other  country,  to  be  veiled  and  confirmed  in  hi*  king¬ 
dom,  and  then  to  return,  with  all  his  honour  and  au¬ 
thority,  to  diftrihnte  proper  rewards  ro  his  fubjofts*. 
So  Chnft  is  of  high  and  noble  birth,  as  the  Lord  frem 
heaven *  and,  being  King  of  Jfr&el9  and  of  the  whole 
church  of  God,  he  attended  up  on  high,  to  be  veiled 
in  his  fpiritual  and  glorious  kingdom*  and  afterwards 
to  return  in  power  and  great  glory,  to  execute  judg¬ 
ment  in  the  rewards  and  punilhmerits  of  the  great  day. 

13  And  before  the  king  fet  out  on  this  defign,  he 
Called  together  ten  of  bis  fervants,  and  divided  among 
them  ten  pounds  f,  ordering  them  to  trade  with  thefe 
to  the  belt  advantage,  till  he  Ihonld  return.  So  Cbrill, 
before  he  left  this  world  and  went  to  the  Father,  in- 
ftead  of  raiGng  bisdifciples  to  temporal  preferments, 
as  they  were  ready  to  expeft,  called  them  to  duty  and 
fervice*  in  order  to  which  he  bellowed  upon  them  fc- 
vcral  gifts.  Tutted  to  tbe  nature  and  delign  of  his  king¬ 
dom,  fuch  as  %  knowledge  and  grace,  utterance,  mi¬ 
racles,  and  the  means  of  falvation,  commanding  them 

to 


NOTES, 

*  Hmfctmstobe  an  iUufmn  to  the  kings  much  the  fame  import  wuh  that  of  theta* 
of  who  ufed  to  go  t*  JCffne  to  receive  terns,  (Mauh*  which  were  <1  rtf n hull'll, 

the  iavcIHtu^  of  their  kingdoms  from  the  in  various  allotments,  to  one  and  aiKrtr.iT 
jtaifcrt  empCTon>  and  then  return  to  Jadca  fervent ;  and  thcfe  pound*  and  taints  in* 
in  the  full  glory  of  their  duraAtr*  chide  all  the  gifts,  which  Chrtfl  b;  (tow*  ou 

f  The  value  of  a  ponnd  is  uncertain,  tho*  different  perfbn*,  whether  of  common  priv 
fome  have  reckoned  it  at  about  three  poortds  vide  nee,  of  common  affifUno-s  and  gofpcl- 
two  (hilling*  and  fixpcnce;  and  othm  at  privileges  to  unbefcver*,  and  unf*i:&ifkxl 
uveu  much  of  our  moDcy.  mini fl err,  or,  together  with  them,  thcad- 

4  We  arc  not  to  fuppofe  that  the  gifts,  dittonal  gifts  t’f  rpcci.il  ^r,ice  to  true  belie- 
tonified  by  the  pounds  delivered  to  each  vers,  and  his  faithful  ferruiE**  See  th^ 
pcvfon,  wre  all  of  one  fort,  and  were  be-  note  oo  IVUttb,  xxv<  i*. 
itoacd  upon  all  alike »  for  this  parable  is  of 


*the  Evangelift  Luke  paraphrafeJ. 


Cfa.  x?xi 


r 


14  Tkit  his  ci- 
duns  hated  him, 
aj^dknr  1  mdljgt 
after  him,  fLying, 
Wc  will  hast 

tlits  man  tu  feign 
PVC?  MS, 


ij  And  it  came 

To  paft  4  that , 
vhen  lie  wu>  re¬ 
turned  ,  having 
jccelvedihc  ki  it£* 
dom  t  then  Ive 
commanded  thtJk 
fcrvjms  to  Ik: 
oiled  unto  him, 
to  whom  he  hu4 
*iv<n  the  mmtev, 
that  be  mhht 
know  how  much 
every  man  bad 
gained  by  trad* 

ins 

-  4^- 

itf  Then  tame 
the  fir/Y*  fiyiug, 
Len],  thy  pound 
hath  gained  icrt 
j>ouucU. 

ij  And  hefaid 
unto  him,  YVdl, 
thoa  gtsod  fer* 
yztit  ;  breaufe 
thou  haft  been 
faithful  in  a  very 
iitde,  hare  thou 
Biithority  over  ten 
CttitE* 


to  make  a  proper  ufe  and  improvement  of  them  for  the 
advancement  of  his  intereft  in  the  'world,  till  he  ftiould 
come  again,  and  call  them  to  an  account, 

14  Bur  as  foon  as  the  prince  was  gone,  his  own  ci¬ 
tizens,  who  all  along  had  hated  him,  declared  that  they 
would  not  fubmit  to  his  dominion.  So  the  body  of  the 
JtwiJL  nation,  who  were  Chri'ft’s  kindred,  according 
to  the  flefh,  and  his  covenant-people,  difeovered  their 
conTimicd  enmity  a  gain  ft  him  by  their  obflinate  refu- 
Cals  of  his  grace  and  government,  and  violent  oppofiti- 
on  to  his  gofpt],  after  he  was  afeended  into  heaven* 
.And  in  like  manner,  all  unbeliever**  hearts  are  naturally 
fo  averfe  to  him,  that  they  wit!  have  nothing  to  do 
with  him  y  or  if  they  would  have  him  for  their  Saviour, 
they  will  by  no  means  have  him  for  their  Kiqgi 

15  And,  being  ettablifhed  in  his  kingdom,  he  order¬ 
ed  his  fervants,  at  his  return,  to  give  an  account  of  the 
money,  which  he  had  entrufted  them  with,  that  he 
might  fee  what  improvement  each  one  had  made  of  it* 
So  Chrift  being  exalted  at  the  tight  hand  of  the  throne 
of  God,  far  above  all  heavens,  will  come  again  at  the 
la  ft  day,  and  make  a  ftrift  inquiry  of  every  one,  how 
he  has  ufed  the  fcv<T5l  gifts  and  talents  committed  to 
him,  according  to  his  it  at  ion  and  char  after,  circum- 
(lances  and  opportunities  in  the  world,  and  what  good 
he  has  done  by  them,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  his  own  and  others  fouls* 

16,  17  Then  one  of  thefe  femnta,  whofe  improve¬ 
ments  had  been  moil  considerable,  gave  in  his  accounts 
to  his  lord,  faying,*  The  produce  of  thy  one  pound, 
wbich'thou  committed  ft  to  me,  is  ten  more  for  thine 
honour,  and  fer  vice  :  And  his  lord,  commending  his 
diligence  and  faithfulnefs  in  the  good  ufe  he  had  made 
of  fo  fmall  a  truft,  generonfly  rewarded  him  with  the 
government  of  ten  cities*  So  when  Chrift  (hall  come 
again  to  judgment,  fuch  of  his  fervams,  as  have  the 
grace  of  God  in  truth,  and  have  been  mod  laborious, 
faithful,  and  fuccefsiul  in  laying  it  out,  together  with 
all  other  gifts  and  furniture,  for  the  intcreft  of  Chrift 
and  religion,  will  aferibe  the  improvement,  not  to  them- 
felves,  but  to  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  them ; 
and  yet  he  will  publicly  declare  his  approbation  of  their 
care  and  faithful  nets,  and  will  amply  bellow  upon  them 
gratuitous  rewards,  letting  them  know,  at  the  fame 

time. 


NOTE* 

*  The  frrrcnt’*  faying,  Thy  pound  h«i  made  by  it  fpnmg  out  of  the  ported  itfelf, 
gained  ten  pourdi,  may  in  rim  ate  that,  tho*  and  waj  owing  to  Uui,  rather  than  to  bite* 
he  vii  aAive  in  employing  it,  the  id  vantage  ftlf. 


Ch.  xix. 


iB  And  the  fe- 
cond,  came  lay¬ 
ing,  Ufdf  thy 
potmd  hath  gain¬ 
ed  live  poiimls. 

10  An  l  litifrid 
tike  wife  Co  hini^ 
Be  thou  *Uo  owr 
live  ciiio. 


ao  And  arvo- 
thtf  ciac/ayin^ 
Lord  *  behold  , 
ixr<  i$  thy  pound 
which  I  have  kept 
laid  up  in  a  nap¬ 
kin  : 

x  1  tor  1  fear¬ 
ed  then*  bectufe 
thog  art  an  ju- 
iteec  man ;  tkna 
takeit  Dp  tb« 
tlioa  kldm  not 
di'A'K,  a :;i  rert;'- 
x!U!ut  thou  did  ft 
not  &** 


14  And  he 
£iith  unto  him, 
Qnt  of  thine  own 
mouth  will  [ 
judge  thoc,  tfcou 
wicked  levant , 
Thdo  kne*vcil 
that  I  was  zn  au- 
ftcrc  Jttau,  ulting 
up  that  l  liid 
nor  down,  acd 
raping  thit  i 

did  not  fow ; 

1 3  Wherefore 
then  grtfft  not 
thou  my  money 
into  the  bank, 
that  at  my  com¬ 
ing  I  might  hare 
required  mine 

ojr  a 


The  Ev&ngtliji  Luxe  f&rapbrafed .  igp 

time,  that  what  they  bad  done  in  fo  very  little  *  matter, 
and  that  by  virtue  of  his  own  free  gifts  ro  them,  could 
never  deferve  fo  high  an  honour  and  advantage,  as  an- 
fwers  to  being  made  a  governor  over  tea  citits* 

i8>  19  Another  of  his  ferwmts  f*id,  By  means  of 
thy  one  pound,  five  more  are  gained  for  iluc*  and  his 
lord,  exprefling  his  approbation  of  him  alfo,  bountiful* 
ljf  rewarded  him  wirh  the  government  ut  five  cities* 
So  fuch  of  Chtiil's  feivarm  as  have  been  helped  to  be 
faithful  in  improving  his  gifts,  though  not  with  fuch  re¬ 
markable  and  uucomcnon  diligence  and  fuccefs  3*  fome 
others,  for  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  in  the 
world,  will  be  publicly  and  favourably  approved  of  by 
him  $  and  he  will  give  them  fuch  a  proportion  *of  bis 
free  rewards,  as  Ihuil  carry  like  evidence,  that  it  is  all 
the  vouchfafemenc  of  bis  own  rich  and  fovereign  grace* 

20,  21  And  a  third  of  thefc  fervants,  who  had  been 
carciefs  and  flothful,  came  with  excufes  of  himfelf,  and 
accufations  of  his  lord,  faying.  Mere  is  thy  money, 
which  1  have  wrapped  up  and  laid  by  >  for  I  durd  not 
venture  to  trade  with  it,  led  it  Oiould  not  turn  to  good 
account,  becaufe  thou  area  fever  e  ex  after,  who  1  cx- 
pefted  wouldft  demand  more  than  thou  gaveft  me*  So 
it  is  with  grace  id's,  carelcfs,  and  {kvthful  minifters  and 
profdfors  of  Chrift,  who  having  gifts  fuired  to  the  edi¬ 
fication  pf  otfiers,  have  no  concern  about  doing  good 
with  them,  and  tbink  it  enough  if  they  do  no  harm  : 
They  are  apt  to  form  vain  txcufcs  for  themfeives,  as  if 
there  were  danger  of  lofs,  and  no  profpeft  of  fuccefs, 
though  they  were  to  take  ever  fo  much  pains  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  do  their  dory;  and  they  entertain  hard  and 
unrighteous  thoughts  of  God,  as  if  he  demanded  more 
difficult  ferviceSj  than  he  had  furnifhed  them  for,  or 
would  aflift  them  in. 

22,  23  But  (**)  the  king,  being  offended  at  his  fri¬ 
volous  pretences  and  unjtifl  charges,  find  to  him.  Thou 
wretched,  evil-minded  fervant,  not  only  your  own  ini¬ 
quity,  but  even  your  own  mouth  fhall  condemn  you  ; 
If  you  thought  that  I  was  a  fevere  matter,  who  demand¬ 
ed  more  than  I  gave,  Why  did  not  that  very  confi- 
deration  put  you  upon  trying  fomc  way  or  other  to  i:n~ 
prove  my  money,  at  leafi  by  putting  it  to  imrreft  *  in 
fome  public  fund  where  it  might  have  been  fafe,  and  I 
might  have  received  it,  chough  not  with  the  great  eft, 

yet 

T  E. 

ertofmv  money  by  leading  1:,  is  not  to  tie 
deemed  uuhftfu!* 


N  O 

*  Chrift  here  feems  to  allow  of  improving 

money,  by  way  of  intercft  in  public  fund*; 

and  therefore  every  hind  of  ufbvy,  or  wf  in- 


%00 

pvn  with  afujy  ? 


^4  he  Oid 
jsuio  them  eJiat 

I  Mod  by,  Tit^ 

fmiyi  him  the 
pound,  and  £ly£ 
it  to  him  that 
Jiath  icnjiomuk. 


a 5  (And  they 
faid  unto  him, 
J*Oftl ,  he  bath 
fco  jrtinuU.) 


atf  For  I  Ay 

ttofo  jmi,  Thac 

»;nfo  every  one 
winch  hath  (hill 
}ic  given  i  and 
ft  om  hhn  that 
hath  not,  even 
rhat  he  hath  flnty 
he  tAtp  auray 
from  him. 


a?  Fut  thote 
jbjc  enemies , 

which 


yjx  Evangeliji  Luke  p&raphr&feJ*  Ch.  xit. 

* 

yet  with  fame  increafe  ?  So  it  prill  be  in  the  day  of 
judgment:  The  cardefeigraccltfs?  and  flothfui,  will 
then  be  found  to  be  bafe  sod  wicked  fervants;  and 
Chrift  will  condemn  them  a*  fnch,  not  only  for  their 
jnjguous  charges  upon  him*  but  for  their  not  doing 
what  even  their  own  wrong  notions  about  him  told 
them  he  expeftrd  from  them  :  For  if  they  knew  that 
he  would  demand  an  improvement  of  his  gifts,  to  his 
glory,  and  their  owij  and  others  good,  as  indeed  he 
j  nitty  may.  How  could  they  eipeft  to  cfcape  his  auger 
for  thetr  negligence  and  flotb,  in  making  no  good  ufe 
of  them  at  all  ? 

24  Hereupon  the  king  ordered  Tome  that  were  pre¬ 
fect,  to  take  (his  pound  away  from  the  wicked  and 
flothfui  fervanr,  and  give  it  to  him  who  had  already  ten 
pounds*  So  Chrifl»  in  the  adminiftration  of  bi&  king¬ 
dom  in  this  world,  often  biafts  the  gifts  of  thofe  that 
make  no  good  ufe  of  them,  and*  in  the  day  of  judgr 
mem,  will  ilrip  them  of  all  the  advantages  they  enjoy¬ 
ed  before ;  and  he  increafes  the  gifts  and  graces  of  his 
good  fervants,  that  live  in  the  exerdfe  of  them  here, 
and  will  diftinguilh  them  that  have  been  moll  faithful 
and  diligent,  with  remarkable  degrees  of  glo  ry  hereafter. 

2c  The  Itanders-by,  ohje&ing  again  ft  this,  laid  to 
the  King,  How  is  it  that  fhou  wilt  order  this  pound  to 
be  given  to  him  who  has  already  ten  pounds?  So  feme, 
who  are  ftrangers  to  the  rich  liberality  of  Chrift,  in  hi? 
gracious  dealings  with  bis  faithful  people  and  fervants, 
me  ready  to  envy  their  fnperior  gifts  here,  and  the  high 
honour  Chrift  will  put  upon  them  in  the  day  of  judgment. 

26  But  the  ting  fignifipd,  that  his  order,  mould  nqt 
be  reverfed  :  For  I  tell  yon,  laid  he,  it  is  my  will  that 
he  who  makes  a  right  ufe  of  what  I  have  entrufted 
him  with,  Ihall  have  ftill  more;  but  be  who  makes 
DP  good  pfe  of  it,  Ihall  be  deprived  even  of  that 
which  l  had  given  him.  60  Chrift  allures  us,  that  his 
faithful  difciples  apd  fervants  who  make  a  right  im¬ 
provement  of  the  graces,  gifts,  and  opportunities  he 
bellows  upon  them,  Ihall  have  the  gregtell  increafe  of 
them  here,  and  (hall  Ihine  as  the  liars  in  the  firma¬ 
ment  for  ever  and  ever;  and  that  the  unprofitable  and 
flothfui  fervant  and  profeflor  Ihall  often  be  deprived  of 
his  gifts  and  abilities  in  this  world,  and  Ihall  be  call  in¬ 
to  outer  darknels  in  the  next.  {Mattk.  xxv.  30.) 

'  27  When  the  king  had  taken  this  account  of  his 
fervants,  and  dealt  with  them  fuitahle  to  their  different 
characters,  he  at  laft  proceeded,  with  the  utmoft  fere- 

fityf  againft  his  oblbnatc  and  implacable  enemies, 

faying, 


Ch*  xfe 

which  TpnU  urt 
that  I  Amid 

reign  over  tbem, 
bring  hither,  *nd 
ILy  than  before 

me. 


The  EvangcUft  Luke  paraphrafed. 


And  when 
he  had  tliQt  fpo- 
Jtcn,  he  went  be¬ 
fore,  afu  ndi  ng  op 
to  JcrifaJpai- 


faying,  But  as  to  thofe  rebellious  fubjc&s  of  mine  ova 
city,  who  abfolutely  refute  to  have  me  for  their  ruler* 
I  will  make  them  the  mod  dreadful  examples  of  my 
juft  indignation,  by  bringing  them  forth,  and  putting 
them  to  death  before  my  face.  Ho  Chrift  will  execute 
the  moft  terrible  vengeance  on  the  rebellious  nation  of 
the  Jews,  and  on  all  that  obftinately  rejeft  bis  autho¬ 
rity  and  grace,  efpecially  on  tbofe  that  bore  a  vifiblc 
relation  to  him  *. 

18  Our  blcfled  Lord,  having  thus  guarded  a  gain  ft 
miftaken  prejudices  about  the  nature  of  his  kingdom, 
continued  his  journey  toward  Jemfalem  ;  and,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  approaching  paflover  was  the  appointed 
time  for  his  being  made  a  fa  orifice  for  fin,  he  went 
foremoft  of  the  company,  to  fbew  how  ready  he  was  to 
offer  himfelf. 

39,  30  And  when  he  arrived  at  the  mount  of  Olives s 
near  Betbphage  and  Bethany^  he  thought  fit  to  make  a 
public  entry  into  Jerufalcm ,  in  a  fort  of  humble  tri¬ 
umph,  which  might  at  once  rrprefent  his  low  condi¬ 
tion  in  this  world,  and  the  high  honours  that  were  ne- 
verthelefs  due  to  him,  as  the  King  of  ifrael ,  and  in  a 
little  time,  would  be  conferred  upon  him  in  his  exal¬ 
tation  to  his  kingdom,  at  the  Father's  right  hand* 
And  therefore,  having  a  perfect  fore- knowledge  of  e- 
very  minute  circumftance  of  things,  he  ordered  two  of 
his  difciples  to  go  into  a  village,  which  lay  at  a  little 
diftance,  telling  them,  that,  at  their  very  entrance  into 
it,  they  Ibould  find  an  afs's  colt,  which  had  never  been 
backed,  and  bade  them  untie  and  bring  it  to  him,  (See 
the  note  on  Matth.  xxi.  "]■) 

3 1  And,  faid  he,  if  any  one  go  about  to  prevent 
you,  afking  what  bufinefs  ye  have  to  meddle  with  the 
colt,  and  lead  it  away,  ye  Ihall  ajifwer  him,  that  your 
Lord  and  Matter  has  at  prefent  a  fpecial  OGcafion  to 
make  ufe  of  it  ;  and  this  (hall  fo  far  pacify  him,  that 
he  will  readily  let  you  bring  it  to  me- 

32  Then  the  two  difciples,  in  obedience  to  their 
Lord’s  command,  went  into  the  village;  and,  pun  du¬ 
ally  following  his  directions,  found  every  thing  come 

Aid  to  pafs,  juft  as  he  had  foretold. 

33  Accor- 

T  E. 

made  of  tliffn  by  the  Jfrmra;,  And  thb 
was  co  be  a  lively  emblem  of  the  (till  jdoic 
terrible  and  cvenalUng  deflru£Hun  he  will 
bring  upon  them,  and  open  all  the  ungodly 
who  ohftinately  perfift  In  their  Half  and  m 
thdr  rejecting  of  Chrill  and  his  gofpd,  and 
efpctklly  ojion  apofctts,  wheu  he  Jhall 
come  to  judge  the  world  at  hH  dayT 


ip  And  it  came 
10  pafs  when  he 

vat  come  nl^ti  to 
Bcibphagc  and 
Jldhun/j  at  the 
mount  caJkd  tbf 

of  Olives 
he  fen t  two  of 
his  difciples, 

30  Saying,  Go 
ye  into  the  vil¬ 
lage  over- again  ft 
ysn  i  in  the  which 
at  your  entering 
ye  (hall  find  a 
cult  tied,  where¬ 
on  yet  never  man 
UK ;  loofe  him  , 
and  bring  bm 
hither* 

31  And  If  any 
roan  ask  you  , 

Why  do  you  looie 
bivx '?  rhuj  Ihull 
yc  fay  unto  him, 

Bccoufe  the  Lord 
hath  need  of 
him* 

31  And  they 
that  were  ibit 
went  that  Way, 
and  found  even 
os  he  had 
unto  thrgL 

N  O 

*  As  the  JeTOf,  after  Chrifl's  afeehJjon 
^nd  the  effufion  of  bis  Spirit,  continued  re* 
lolutdy  to  oppofe  his  grace  and  government, 
perfifted  in  ! heir  impenitence  and  unbelief* 
pert  ecu  ted  his  difciples,  and  blasphemed  his 
name,  he  deftroyed  their  city  and  nation  by 
a  moft  exemplary  execution  of  his  vengeance 
tpun  them,  :q  ijie  dreadful  bayock  that  was 


4©  i 

33  And,  as 
iVty  were  lotffiny 
the  coir  %  the 

etfnerii  theroof 
fciri  uirto  them* 
Why  iotiTcytthe 
colt  ? 

34  And  they 
Aid,  The  Lord 
filth  ifdcd  of 

him. 

33  And  they 
brought  hint  to 
Jefiis  :  id  they 
caft  tbrir  gar¬ 
ments  4tpou  che 

colt,  arid  thfeylct 

Jdtw  A  aeon. 


T8*  SvangeM  Loxe  paraph 


Gi.  xir» 


id  And*  u  he 

teoh  -tbdy  ipxmd 
tlurir  dutkei  in 


37  And  when 
be  was  come 
High,  ertn  now 
tie  tbe  Afent  df 
the  mount  of 
Olives,  the  whole 
multitude  trf  the 
dlBripIcs  began  to 
rejoice  ladpruie 

God  with  i  loud 
votete,  for  ill  the 
mighty  works 
tbit  they  bad 

J*  ■ 

J&kfled  b<  the 
Kf  Jig  that  otf  met  h 
in  the  name  of 
the  LdtJ  peace 
in  heaven,  and 

fifty  'in  the 
ifitert. 


33  Accordingly,  while  they  were  untying  the  coir* 
fome  of  its  proprietors  a Deed  them,  what  they  meant 
by  offering  ro  take  it  away  ?  thereby  intimating,  that 
they  (hoold  let  it  alone* 

34  Bur  {&)  they,  according  to  the  inftruftions  Chrift 
had  given  them,  replied.  That  their  Lord  and  Matter 
had  a  fpecial  ocedion  juft  then  to  make  ufc  of  it ;  i>* 
pon  which  thefe  peffons  made  oo  further  oppofition, 
but  let  the  difciplcs  take  their  own  courfe. 

35  And  they,  bringing  the  colt  to  Jefus,  put  their 

clothes  upon  it,  for  the  cafe,  convenience,  and  decen¬ 
cy,  of  his  fitting;  and,  having  thus  arrayed  it,  they 
mounted  him  upon  it,  that  he  might  ride  in  the  meek 
glory  of  his  triumph  to  Jentfakm\  whereby  Tome  an* 
cient  prophecies  of  the  Meffiah  were  fulfilled  in  him. 
{Sec  Mattb*  xxi.  4,  7.  and  the  notes  there*) 

3 6  And  as  he  marched  toward  the  city,  the  people* 
to  exprefs  their  high  refpeffc  and  joy,  fpiead  their  gar¬ 
ments,  like,  carpets,  in  the  way,  for  him  to  pafs  over, 
as  was  ufual  at  the  triumphal  proceffions  and  entries  of 
great  princes  into  their  capital  cities;  others  cut  off 
the  hrauchcs  of  trees,  and  flrewed  them  in  the  road, 
{Nattb.  xxi*  8.  fee  the  note  there.)  And  many,  when 
they  heard  at  Jeru/alem  of  his  approach,  went  tiut  from 
thence  to  meet  him,  with  branches  of  palm-trees  in 
their  bands,  {JcbnxYu  13.) 

37  And  when  he  arrived  at  the  lower  part  of  mount 
Qtivtti  on  that  fide  which  was  next  the  city,  and  not 
far  from  it,  a  numerous  crowd  of  difcipies,  that  attend* 
ed  him,  began,  as  with  one  heart  and  one  mouth,  to 
unite  their  voices  in  fitch  loud  and  joyful  acclamations, 
as  caufed  the  air  to  cccho  with  the  nigh  praifes  of  God, 
for ,  the  many  great  and  wonderful  miracles  which 
thetr  King  and  Saviour  had  wrought,  and  which  were 
brought  to  their  remembrance  by  what  they  had  late* 
ly  fecn,  or  heard  of,  in -his  railing  Zazarvs  from  the 
dead*  (jfebnzu.  17,  18.) 

38  Therefore,  amidft  their  praifes  of  God,  they 
honoured  Jefus,  and  expreffed  their  joy,  as  they  ufed 
to  do  at  their  feaft  of  tabernacles,  faying,  Bleffed  be 
Mefliah  our  King,  who  is  come  with  a  divine  com  mi  f- 
fion  and  authority  to  fave  us  :  Peace  is  hrought  to  eanh 
from  heaven,  God  now  fhews  himfclf  to  be  reconciled, 
all  is  fafe  and  happy  :  May  profperity  attend  the  Savi¬ 
our  and  his  kingdom,  and  every  glory  be  heaped  upon 
him!  we  extol  him  in  the  bigbeft  Grains  3  may  his 
throne  be  exalted  above  every  other  throne!  And  may 
the  bleffed  angels  join  thetr  loudeft  fongs  with  ours, 

that 


Ch.nL 


39  And  ibloe 
of  the  PbiriJta 
tram  among  the 
fti  altitude  (aid  un* 
to  him,  M after, 
rebuke  thy  dif* 
ctpks* 


40  Andhesn* 
fwcitd  ud  Cud 
uocq  them,  I  rtll 


peace,  the  Rones 
would  immedi* 


aidy  ay  out. 


41  And,  when 

he  whi  come 
near,  he  beheld 
the  city ,  and 

wept  over  It, 


4*  Saying, 
If  thoQ  had  ft 
known  ,  even 
thou,  ID  thu  thy 
day,  the  things 

which 


■ 

Ybe  EvangtSfl  Luke  paraphra/ei. 
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that  his  name  may  he  ever  glorified,  and  God’s  name  in 

him !  (See  the  notes  on  Mattb .  xxi.  9.)  - 
*  39  While  they,  under  a  divine  afflatus,  wete  thus 
paying  their  honours  to  Chrift,-  his  enemies  were  vex¬ 
ed  an.l  enraged  at  i»*  and  fame  of  the  Pbartfees7  who 
mixed  with  this  vaft  multitude,  fearing  that  it  would 
tffcQualiy  deftroy  their  authority  among  the  people, 
and  defeat  their  malicious  cteGgns  again  ft  him,  fpakc 
tn  him  wii-h  great  contempt  and  indignation,  faying. 
Matter,  how  does  this  confifl  with  your  pretences  to 
gravity  and  humility !  Wh.it  a  ridiculous  farce  is  here ! 
and  how  mutinous  and  frdiuous  is  this!  Command 
your  difciples  to  be  quiet,  and  not  to  make  fiich  an  in* 
tolerable  lioife. 

40  But,  infttad  of  checking  them,  he  Severely  top 
buked  the  Pbarifeest  faying.  Whatever  evil  conftritc- 
tions  ye  put  upon  their  joyful  acclamations,  I  aflurd 
you,  ihcy  are  fo  fit  and  necrlTiry,  and  due  to  me,  -and 
fo  much  to  my  Father's  honour,  that  if  thefe  perfonb 
were  to  he  filent  to  our  praife,  others  fhouldbe  found 
to  proclaim  it;  yea,  rather  than  fail,  as  £reat  a  mira* 
clc  fhould  be  wrought  for  this  purpofe,  as  if  the  very 
ftones  were  to  burft  out  into  the  loud  eft  fongs  ;  and  if 
all  the  Jews  were  to  with  hold  the  honour  which  be** 
longs  to  me  as  the  Mefliah,  the  moft  ftiipid  andun* 
likely,  fuch  as  ye  reckon  the  heat  he  os  to  be,  flxmld 
rife  up  and  pay  them* 

41  When  he  drew  fo  near  the  city,  as  to  take  a  full 
protpeefc  of  it,  he  beheld  its  grandeur  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  \  and,  his  human  pillions  being  moved  with  the 
thoughts  of  its  approaching  defolarion,  for  the  obfti- 
nate  impenitence  and  unbelief  of  its  inhabitants*  he,  a* 
midft  the  hofannas  of  the  people,  compaflionaccly  la¬ 
mented  over  it  with  tears  *. 

41  Saying,  as  a  man  and  minifter,  O  thou  great 
and  populous  city,  who  haft  been  flourifhing  and  prof- 
perous,  and  once  wert  the  city  of  God's  peculiar  ha¬ 
bitation,  how  melancholy  is  the  thought,  that  erelong 
thy  glory  will  depart!  O  that  thou  hadft  been  wife  ft 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  thee,  hadft  thou  but 
underftood,  and  ferioufly  confidered  the  things,  which 

relate 


NOTES, 

*  He  did  this  to  Jbev  that  he  had  the  real  +  Some  fuppofe  this  to  be  the  form  of  a 
afleOioos  of  human  nature,  wu  tenderly  aifli ;  otlier$ukc  it  to  be  an  ihrujif  ftaienovt 
touched  with  the  thought*  of  Jernfaltms  under  thong  working*  of  the  paffinn*,  which 
iniquities  and  mtfertei,  and  would  try  *11  >*  to  be  fupplied  with  fuch  words  a*  theft, 
proper  mean*  10  awaken  a  juft  concern  in  lUppy  wwld  it  have  been  for  tbtt,  If  then 
the  people's  minds  about  their  pwu  fin  and  hadft  known,  JiSrf.  accordingly  1  have  taken 
ruin,  both  Icnfes  into  the  paraph  cafe* 


9%g  Evdngeltfi  Luke  fulr&phrafed. 


Ch«.xlt« 


wiiVfc  fabet  utrto 
thy  peace!  but 
now  they  arc  hid 
from  thine  eyes* 


43  Pot  the  days 
tiull  come  upon 
thee,  that  thine 
dKVJtj  (ball  aft 
a  trench  about 
thtt,  and  com* 
pafr  thee  round, 
nnil  keep  thee  ui 
on  eveiy  fide, 

44  And  flutt 
lay  thee  even  with* 
the  ground*  and 
tli  ydii  idrcnwiih  - 

in  thee ;  and 
they  ftkajl  noc 
leave  ia  tboc  one 
Done  upon  ano¬ 
ther  ;  becaufe 
4bon  kneweft  not 
the  time  of  thy 

vifitaticuu 

+ 

41  And  he  went 
into  the  temple, 
pud  began  to  raft 
ont  them  that  fold 
lh4fdn,snd  them 
that  bought, 

46  Saying  m>~ 
to  them.  It  ia 
driven  ,My  houir 
as  the  houfe  of 
prayer ;  but  ye 

have 


relate  to  thy  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs,  if  not  be¬ 
fore,  yet  soar  at  lead  in  this  Iaft  feafim  of  grace !  But, 
alas !  whaifoever  may  be  the  cafe  of  fome  few  among 
you,  it  is  now  too  late  for  you,  as  a  commonity,  and 
for  the  chief  and  greateft  part  of  you,  to  obtain  mercy: 
God  is  about  to  deprive  you  of  all  means  of  falvation, 
to  give  you  up,  in  righteous  judgment,  to  that  blind- 
nefs  of  mind  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  which  ye  have 
ebofen,  and  to  bring  upon  you  the  utter  deftru&iott 
which  ye  have  deferred. 

43  For  the  appointed  time  draws  near,  in  which 
your  enemies  w  ill  furround  and  clofety  befiege  you  on 
every  fide,  and  will  fhut  up  all  your  inhabitants  within 
your  walls,  fo  that  none  of  them  (halt  efcape. 

44  As  to  tby  ftrong  and  fumptuous  buildings,  they 
(ball  be  fo  utterly  razed  to  their,  very  foundations,  that 
not  one  (lone  (hat!  be  left  upon  another,  to  (hew  the 
ruins  of  thine  antient  grandeur;  and  as  to  thine  inha* 
bitants,  they  fhall  all  be  mifetably  deftroyed  by  the  fu¬ 
ry  of  their  enemies,  and  by  the  juft  vengeonce  of  God, 
becaufc  thou  haft  (hut  thine  eyes,  and  hardened  thine 
heart  again  ft  the  light  of  my  word,  and  the  drivings 
of  my  Spirit,  and  would  ft  not  regard  my  warnings  and 
threatnings  on  one  band,  nor  my  kind  invitations  and 
overtures  of  mercy  on  the  other*, 

45,  46  Jefus  at  length  arrived  to  the  city ;  and,  a  - 
lighting  from  the  afs's  colt  went  not  to  the  royal  pa¬ 
lace,  as  if  he  defigned  to  fet  up  for  a  fecular  prince, 
but  to  the  tempfe,  as  to  his  own  houfe,  whofe  kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world  :  And  upon  his  entering  into  the 
outward  court,  called  the  court  of  the  G entiles  7  where 
the  profelytes  ufed  to  wpribip,  be  found  that  the  p to¬ 
pi  e,  by  t|>e  encouragement  and  for  the  advantage  of 
the  pr iefts,  had  turned  it  into  a  market-place,  foe 
changing  of  money,  and  for  buying  and  felling  of  oxen, 
(beep,  and  doves,  (fee  the  parapnrafe  on  Matt.  ni. 
12.) :  But,  he  drove  out  all  thefc  traders,  and  would 
not  fufler  them  to  continue  there ;  faying,  It  is  written, 

(  if  a.  Ivi,  7.)  Thy  houfe  fhall  he  called  an  hwje  if  prayer 
for  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jrws  ;  bat  ye  have  profaned  it, 
by  putting  it  to  fecular  ufes,  to  which  it  was  never 

con- 


NOTE. 

*  All  this  was  verified,  when,  a-  pic  and  city*  arid  to  by  all  Icvd,  rzreptlng 

boot  forty  year*  afterwards,  Thus  btiicgi'd  three  towers,  which  in  Juftm  ths  apeJtaU1* 
JtTufaicmt  caft  up  a  trench,  and  built  a  wall  days  were  alfc  levelled  with  the  ground,  a* 
round  about  it,  that  uonc  of  the  Jtwi  might  we  are  told  by  Jtfipbus  and  other  hiftprant. 
deape  \  and  at  laft  the  temple  being  fired  Vid*  Jofifh,  ir  fail*  Jad ,  /,  j.  r.  aj*  Jt  /.  f* 
contrary  to  his  will,  ha  commanded  the  Ail-  c*  1*  &  SetraT  r,  10, 
dim  to  dig  up  the  foumbtuHis  of  die  uu»- 


Of.  lit 


¥he  ivatigefifl  Luke  p&raphrdfc<l. 


hit  tntde  it  > 
den  of  thieves* 


41  And  He 

uughE  daily  'n 
tluc  temple.  Bitt 
the  chief  priefts, 
and  the  ffribet, 
and  the  chief  of 
ilte  people,  fought 
to  dtftroy  him  ; 

48  And  toolJ 
net  find  what 
they  might  do t 
for  ail  the  people 

were  very  iticn^ 
i;tc  to  hear  bimt 


confocrated  ;  and,  according  to  the  complaint  in  auo- 
tber  prophet,  { Jtr .  vii.  ir.)  Ye,  by  your  covetouf* 
nefs  and  unlawful  gains  here,  have  turned  the  tanQu« 
ary  of  the  Lord  into  a  place  for  robbery  and  extortion* 
(See  the  note  on  Mark  xi,  15.) 

47,  48  And,  when  he  had  purged  the  temple  from 
thtfc  abufes,  be  continued  preaching  there  every  day  of 
that  week,  till  the  paffbver  came  on  at  which  he  fuf- 
feied  t*  Bnt  the  chief  priefts,  doctors  of  the  law,  and 
the,  principal  heads  and  rulers  of  the  people,  were  fi> 
enraged  at  his  fpirtiual  and  holy  doftrine,  and  at  his 
opposing  their  corruptions  and  their  authority,-  that 
they  held  dole  confutations  about  putting  hhn  to  death  j, 
and  yet  they  could  not  tell  how  to  contrive  a  fcheme 
for  doing  it  effettually,  and  with  fafety  for  themfelves  r 
For  the  generality  of  the  common  people 
hung  upon  Mm,  and  were  exceeding  diligent  in  attend^ 
ing  bis  miniftry,  who,  they  thought,  fpoke  like  one  ha* 
ving  authority,  and  not  in  fticb  an  empty,  jejune* 
trifling  manner  as  the  feribts. 


RECOLLECTION?. 

What  riches  of  foverrign  grace  are  there  in  Chrift,  whnfe  eye  is  upon  hla  (beep 
wherever  they  are  l  He  prevents  them  with  his  free  mercy,  touches  the  heart* 
of  the  rich  as  well  as  poor,  and  of  greater  as  well  as  k-fler  linn  era,  and  fonre  times 
turns  curiofity  itfelf  into  clEe&ual  faith  and  repentance  ;  it  is  good  to  be  found 
in  his  way  And  O  what  a  wonderful  change  does  grace  make  in  its  feerct  ope¬ 
rations  i  It  opens  the  car  £0  Chrift**  caD,  and  the  heart  to  receive  him  gladly;  it 
brings  the  whole  man  into  an  obediential  fubjcdKouto  him,  in  what  foe  ver  he 
demands:  it  turns  tlw  covetous,  proud,  and  cruel  opprcfFornnd  extortioner, 
into  an  humble  and  honed,  merciful  and  liberal  man;  and  it  engages  him  to* 
make  reftitution,  as  for  as  poffibJe,  for  every  injury  he  has  done  to  others.  How 
great  is  the  happmefs  that  attends  this  change,  as  the  Welling  of  Abraham  there¬ 
in  comes  npon  him,  who  was  In  a  left  ftate  before;  and  as  it  opens  a  door  of 
hope  for  his  family,  together  with  himfdf  1  And  how  high  fhould  Chrift  fltand  ia 
our  account,  who  came  to  fave  us  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  i  All  that  we  eaJiour 
property  is  his,  and  nothing  fhoukt  be  with-held  from  him ;  he  is  worthy  of  the 
moft  exalted  triumph,  arid  joyful  prnife;  and,  however  foi r.e  tmy  envy  and  de- 
tmft  from  his  honour,  he  will  have  a  feed  to  ferve  and  glorify  him :  His  hmife 
fhaHbe  reformed,  divine  folk  tut  ions  fhafl  be  preferred,  and  his  authority  i  halt 
bear  down  ail  oppoTition  before  him :  All  our  knowledge  and  aiUftancea,  privile¬ 
ges  and  means  of  grace  arc  bis  gifts,  to  be  improved  for  him ;  and  when  he  comes 
again  to  judgment,  he  wiU  require  a  ftridt  account  of  what  wc  have  done  with 
them-  How  earned  then  ftiould  we  be  for  grace  to  make  a  good  life  of  all  his 
other  gift*  !  Dreadful  will  be  the  cafe  of  the  fiolhful  fervant;  Chrift  will  count 
him  a  wicked  one,  for  not  doing  what  he  might  and  onght,  aud  wfll  righteously 
ft  rip  him  of  all  the  comforts  and  advantages  he  ever  enjoyed  or  hoped  for;  The 
things  that  belong  to  bis  peace  may  Jbou  be  hid  from  l±is  eyes ;  and  thofe  etic* 

mica 


N  O  T  E- 


f  lie  in  thc&  few  days  rliWirfcd  con¬ 
cerning  the  nature,  and  design  of  his  death, 
the  incredulity  ami  rejection  of  the  yintrj, 
4(id  bringing  in  of  the  GrEftVrj,  his  own  di¬ 
vine  authority,  and  his  coming  to  judge  the 
v.uiid  *1  the  kft  d»y,  with  foord  ether 


things,  relating  to  him  (elf  and  bis  faring 
work,  as  uc  fijid  them  recorded  In  the  next 
chapm,  tunlin  M'.uh.  xati,  xaii,  xaiii,  xxivr 
xkv.  chapter?,  Murk  *\t  xih  chaptrra,  ufet 
John  sdl  zg+  Lu  lLc  cud  of  the  charter* 


ao6> 


The  Evangtlift  Lvkb  para pbrafei. 


Ch.  xx. 


nice,  who  will  not  thit  Chrift  Ibocid  reign  o>'er  them,  (hall  be  Haiti  before  him. 
But  O  what  free  and  bountiful  rewards  will  he  beftow  upon  his  faithful  fervants, 
ia  wife  proportions,  beyond  their  expectations  or  deferte  1  God  •works  in  item 
that  nibich  it  ’uicll-pUvJing  in  th  Jigbt,  through  Jeftts  Chrift^  that  tiny  way  do 
hit  •will ;  and  they  are  encouraged  to  be  always  abounding  in  the  work  <j/  the 
lord,  for  as  wueh  at  they  know  that  their  labour  Jhalt  net  be  in  vain  in  the 
Lord L  Htb.  xiii.  si.  and  I  Cor.  iv.  58. 


CHAP.  XX. 


Chrifl’t  vindication  of  bit  authority  by  a  queJHon  about  John's  baptifm f 
I, — 8.  Tbe  parable  of  the  vineyard 9*— 19.  The  obedience  that 
it  to  be  paid  to  tbe  civil  magiftrate ,  70, — id.  The  rcfvrreRion  vin¬ 
dicated  againfi  tbe  Sadducet ,  77, — 38.  Tbe  feribet  puzzled  with  a 
quejlion  about  Cbri/Ps  being  David's  fen,  39»— -44.  And  a  caution 

againjl  tbe  feribet,  4J>— 47* 

Text.  PARAPHRASE. 


AND  it  cam  t  to 

***  pafs,  that,  on 

one  of  thofc  days, 
«  he  taught  the 
people  in  the 
temple  ,  and 
preached  the  gof~ 
pd  t  the  chief 
priefts  and  the 

leribes  cam  t  upon 

him  with  the  el* 
d*n. 


%  And  fpake 
onto  him,  faying, 
Tdl  U£  by  what 
lUthoricy  doft 
thou  t  hefe  things? 
or  who  it  he  that 
gave  thee  this 
.authority  l 


3  And  he  an¬ 
swered  and  laid 
no  to  them,  I  will 
a]fo  you  out 
thing  i  and  in* 
fwer  met 


T^IIE  chief  priefts,  feribes ,  and  eldera,  that  made  op 
■*"  the  JcviiJb  fanhedrim,  having  formed  a  defign  a* 
gain  ft  ChrifPs  life,  wanted  a  fair  pretence  to  execute  it ; 
and  as  they  were  afraid  of  provoking  tbe  people*  who 
had  generally  a  good  opinion  of  him*  they  refolvedto  try* 
whether  they  could  not  urge  him  to  fay  fomething  that 
might  give  them  a  plaufibkoccafion  of  hying  fed  it  ion* 
or  blafphemy  to  his  charge  :  And  therefore  as*  from 
day  to  day*  he  was  continually  iciftruding  all  that  came 
to  the  temple*  and  preaching  the  gofpel  to  them  ;  lb* 
on  one  of  thofe  days*  thefe  men  came  in  a  body,  ho¬ 
ping  to  furprize  and  terrify  him. 

a  And  they  faid  to  him,  in  a  fierce,  intuiting  man¬ 
ner,  Wc  come  as  perfous  that  have  a  right  to  demand 
what  you  mean  by  this  way  of  going  on,  and  Infill  up¬ 
on  your  telling  us  by  whofe  commiJEon  you  thus  take 
upon  you  ?  Who  empowered  you  to  enter  Jerufulan  in 
fuch  a  public  and  noify  manner,  to  rum  the  buyers  and 
fellers  out  of  tbe  temple,  to  broach  new  do&nnes,  and 
preach  down  thofe  which  have  been  fo  long  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  to  attempt  the  IdTcning  of  our  character  a* 
mong  the  people?  Fray,  who  could  pretend  to  give  you 
a  com  miff]  on,  and  from  whom  do  you  fay  you  had  au¬ 
thority  for  doing  fuch  things  as  thefe  ? 

3  But  (*)  Jefus  knowing  thdr  invidious  dcflgm, 
and  having  many  a  time  before  aflerted  his  divine  com- 
miflion,  and  proved  it  by  various  fignai  miracles,  faid, 
1  have  likewise  a  queftion  of  the  time  nature  to  put  to 
you  ;  and  if  ye  will  anfwer  if^  I  will  tell  you  plainly 
yrho  ir  is  that  has  authorized  me  to  do  all  thefe  things  : 


4  Thetaptifoi  '  4  When  John  came  preaching  the  doctrine  of  re- 

pent  a  ace,  and  baptized  the  people  into  the  faith  of  the 

approach' 


a. 


cf  John,  wu  if 
from  heaven,  or 
of  men? 

S  And  they 
rcaJoncd  with 
tiK.ni  (Lira,  fey* 
iuj.  If  ve  Ihall 
fay.  From  hea¬ 
ven;  he  wi\\  fey. 

Why  then  be¬ 
lieved  yz  him 
nor  ? 

tf  Rut  and  if 
rc  fey1  Of  men  j 
2*1  the  nenple 
will  (lone  ns .  for 
th<!j  he  persuad¬ 
ed  that  John  w 
a  prophet* 


Tit-  Evangtiyi  Lore  paraphrnbi. 


*>* 


7  And  they 
anfiwned  T  that 
they  could  not 
tell  whence  it 
"jtas* 


$  And  Jefus 

fevt  unto  them. 

Neither  telll  you 

by  what  apthori* 

tr  1  do  thefc 
■ 

iking*  * 

p  Then  b tgui 

he  to  fpeakto  the 
[voptc  this  para¬ 
ble:  A  certain 
man  planted  & 
vineyard,  and  let 
U  forth  to  huf- 
handmen  t  and 

went  into  a  far 
country  tor  a 
hug  time, 


approaching  Me® ah*  Was  it  by  a  cormniflion  from  God; 
or  only  of  his  own  head*  or  by  the  order  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  any  other  man  ? 

5 1  6  This  qucitioQ  exceedingly  gravelled  them,  their 
thoughts  working  after  this  manner  :  If  we  (halt  fay 
that  John  the  Baftift  was  (cm  of  God  to  preach  and 
baptize,  we  (hall  give  up  our  main  point*  and  confirm 
the  authority  of  Jefus  again!]:  ourfelvcs;  for  he  wiHccr* 
tainly  reply  upon  us,  that  then  we  can  never  anfwer 
our  reje£ting  himfelf  and  his  do&rine*  to  which  that 
divine  meffengtr  gave  teflimony  ;  And,  on  the  other 
hand*  if  we  (hall  fay*  that  John  came  of  his  own  head, 
or  only  by  the  order  and  appointment  of  fome  other  man, 
the  generality  of  the  people  will  be  fo  incenfed  again  ft 
us*  as  to  ftone  us  ;  for  they  are  fully  per  funded  that  he 
was  a  prophet,  who  had  a  divine  oommiffion  for  what 
he  faid  and  did. 

7  And  therefore*  perceiving  the  danger  of  anTwering 
either  way*  they  declined  giving  their  real  fentiments 
about  Joht i*s  do£krine  and  bantilm*  and  pretended  not 
to  know  whence,  or  from  what  original  his  authority 
was  derived. 

8  Upon  this  Jefiis  faid  to  them.  Since  ye  refufe  to 
an  Tver  fo  plain  a  queftion,  which  would  have  ferved  for 
a  juft  reply  to  your  own*  1  inay  well  he  excuferi  telling 
you  from  whom  1  have  my  authority  to  do  what  ye 
have  feen  and  heard;  and  therefore  at  prefent  (ball  fay 
nothing  farther  about  ir. 

.  9  Having  thus  defeated  the  defign  of  thefe  his  im¬ 
placable  enemies*  in  fuch  a  way  as  carried  a  fmart  re¬ 
proof  for  their  disregarding  both  his  own  and  John’s  au¬ 
thority*  he  proceeded  in  a  difeourfe  ro  the  people*  to* 
gerher  with  them*  to  deliver  the  following  parable;  by 
which  he  intimated,  that  God  would  call  off  the  Jevs* 
ijb  nation*  and  particularly  the  fcri&es  and  Pharifies » 
notwith  Handing  all  thcii  pretences  to  religion,  for  their 
ohftinatcly  r?j<£Ung  him;  and  would  receive  the  be¬ 
lieving  Gentiles  in  their  room :  There  was,  faid  he,  a. 
certain  man,  who  planted  a  vineyard*  and  provided  ic 
with  everything  necrOary  and  convenient;  and,  hiviog 
let  it  out  tofome  hufbandmen,  to  cultivate  and  improve 
it,  be  took  a  long  journey,  from  which  he  was  nor  to  re¬ 
turn  for  a  great  while.  So  God  in  flouted  the  JewiJb 
church  by  the  hand  of  Mofes^  enriching  it  with  many 
privileges  and  hleftings,  fuitable  to  that  difp^nfation ; 
and  then*  committing  its  admimftration  to  the  chief 
priefU  and  rulers  of  the  people*  he  withdrew  the  viG- 
ble  appearances  of  his  pre  fence*  and  left  them  promt  fez 
of  returning  again  iu  fome  future  age, 


fcofr 

id  And  at  the 
fafoti  he  fent  z 
firvant  to  the 
inidnodmcn^hat 

they  Aiould  give 
Jiim  of  the  fruit 
of  ihe  vineyard  i 
hut  ihe  husband¬ 
men  heal  him , 
and  Jent  him  n- 
way  empty. 


it  And  a  gat  rt 
he  Cent  another 
Jtryant !  and  they 
heat  him  lift?, 
and  entreated  Aim 
JhuDtfnlly ,  and 
fart  him  away 
empty* 

ii  And  apio 
he  fait  the  third: 
and  they  woo  tid¬ 
ed  him  alio,  ud 
4afl  him  out. 


13  Thru  IM 
the  lord  of  the 
-vineyard  t  What 
Hull  I  do  ?  I  will 
fimd  my  beloved 
Son:  it  may  be 
they  will  reve¬ 
rence  him  when 
they  fie  him. 


T*  Rot,  when 

the  husbaodmen 
f»v  him  ,  they 
tnfoned  among 

tfanJchts,  fay- 

bgf 


*fbe  Ev&ngetift  LniCB  paraphrafeJ* 


C&.  XZ4 


10  And  when  the  proper  feafon  for  vines  hearing  and 
bringing  forth  ripe  grapes  was  come,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mark  xiu  2.)  the  matter  font  his  fervants  to  the  huf- 
band  men,  to  require  the  profits*  and  to  affilt  in  gather- 
ing  and  managing  the  fruits :  But  they,  infiead  of  an* 
fwering  his  juft  demands,  fhamefully  a  b  tried  his  fcrvantsr 
and  drove  them  empty  away*  So  when  God’s  ancient 
people  the  Jews  had  enjoyed  thefe  rich  advantages  for 
a  confiderable  time,  and  brought  forth  little  good  fruit 
anfwerable  to  them,  he  fent  feveral  prophets,  under  the 
former  part  of  the  Old  Teftament-difpenfation,  to  (tic 

them  up  to  their  duty,  and  to  inftrutt  and  encourage 
them  in  hi$  ways;  But  they  nrifed  up  perfections a- 
gainft  his  fervants,  and  difregarded  their  mefTage,  i li¬ 
ft  ead  of  returning  to  him,  and  yielding  the  holy  obedi¬ 
ence  he  demanded  of  them;  and  the  corruptions  of  the 
priefts,  and  rulers  had  fuch  an  influence' upon  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  God  had  no  revenues  of  glory  frtfiri  them. 

it,  12  And  again  the  matter  fent  other  fervants,  orie 
after  another,  from  time  to  time:  But  (*)  the  hulband- 
men,  ftill  perfifting  in  their  difobedience,  abufed  them 
more  than  the  former,  driving  them  away  aifo  empty* 
handed.  So  God  continued  to  fend  the  latter  prophet? 
to  the  JtwSy  with  further  ootmfcls  and  cautions  to  re¬ 
claim  them  ;  and,  at  the  clofe  of  that  difpenfation,  he 
fent  Jchn  the  Eaptift  to  point  out  the  Mefliah,  and1  to 
call  them  to  repentance,  and  to  faith  in  him  :  but  they 
ftill  perfiitmg  in  their  obftinacy,  impenitence,  and  un¬ 
belief,  rejetted  and  defpifed,  vilified  and  pvtfecurtd 
ail  thefe,  one  afrer  another,  with  yet  greater  virulence; 
and  thruft  them  away,  retaking  not  to  be  reformed. 

13  Then  the  matter  of  the  Vineyard  confide  red  with 
himfetf  what  might  be  proper  for  bi#n  to  do  father,  to 
win  upon  theta  obfttnare  rebels;  and  at  latt  refolved  to 
fend  his  own  fon  and  heir,  fuppnfing  that  they  might 
fhew  a  due  refpeft  to  his  authority.  So  God,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  eternal  counfel  of  his  will,  determined  to 
fend  at  length  his  only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son, 
who  is  Lord  of  all,  as  the  Iatt  expedient  for  working 
upon  the  rebellious  Jews  ;  Gncc  it  might  juttly  be  ex- 
petted,  that  they  fbould  homage  and  fubinit  to  fuch  a 
divine  pertan,  who  gave  the  plained  proofs  of  his  being 
fo  by  the  miraculous  works  which  he  wrought  in  a  God¬ 
like  manner  among  them* 

14,  15  But,  upon  the  huiband men’s  feeing  their  ma¬ 
tter's  fon  and  heir,  they  thought,  that  if  they  could  but 
get  rid  of  him,  they  might  take  pofiefEon  of  the  citato 

for  tfwmfdircE;  And  therefore  they  dcfperaiciy  refolded 

.....  -  - -  tar 
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b|>,  TbU  »  (be  to  lay  violent  hands  upon  him ;  and,  dragging  him  out 
*«»(  «>"’■*  l*1  of  the  vineyard,  deftroyed  him.  iSo  when  the  Son  of 

thtfk !,1in™riian«  Go(1  appeared  anion^ the  jVtw;  and  the  chief  priefta 
nay  be  ours.  and  rulers  faw  with  what  authority  he  preached  and  be- 
ij  So  ttieyeaft  j,avcd,  what  wonderful .  miracles  he  performed,  and 

vlmyard  and  how  the  people  applauded  him,  they,  inflate!  of  helie-> 
killed  *!«.  What  ving  in  him  thenifelves,  and  encouraging  others  to  em- 
ihcMfure  Uiall  him,  were  filled  with  envy  at  him  }  and  think- 

vineyard  do  uuio  >ng  that,  if  they  could  but  tlifpatch  him,  there  would 
then  i  be  none  left  to  oppofc  their  authority,  they  rofe  up  in 

ruge  agaiitft  him,  call  him  out  of  the  church,  who 
was  indeed  its  chief  Comer-ftone,  and  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory.  What  punilhmcnt  therefore,  f.iid  Chrlft, 
mult  ye  fuppofe  the  Lord  of  the  vineyard  will  inflict  u- 
pon  thofe  wicked  wretches,  meaning  the  jfi-.u.r,  for  a- 
bufing  and  deftroying,  not  only  the  fervams  he  fenr  to 
them  time  after  time  before,  but  at  lafl  his  own  dear  foit 


j  tS  He  fh3.il 

llscie  husband- 
me  a  t  and  lLjII 
five  clw  vineyard 
tv  others.  Anti, 
Vrlivn  flit*/  liCdid 

P 

if,  they  tiidj  God 
forbid* 


alfu  ? 

16  He  ’vriil  certainly  execute  judgment  upon  them, 
to  their  utter  definition  ;  and  commit  the  care  of  hig 
vineyard  to  others,  who  will  be  more  true  10  their  truft* 
and  yield  him  its  fruits  in  due  feafon-  And,  as  Jefus 
had  not  explained  this  parable,  the  chief  priefts  luid  ci¬ 
ders,  not  confidcring  at  firllhow  far  they  might  be  con'* 
cerncd  in  it,  condemned  thofe  wicked  htUband men,  as 
drfcmng  to  be  dettroyed  without  mercy,  that  more 
faithful  men  might  be  put  into  their  place-  {Mdtth.  xxl. 
41,)  But  as  fuon  as  they  perceived  that  Ciiriit  herein 
pointed  at  themfdves,  as  the  perfons  reprefrnted  by  the 
huibandmen,  they  faid,  Far  be  it  from  us  to  be  guilty 
of  putting  the  true  Meflhh  to  death;  wheneverhc  comes* 
vre  ihall  take  care  that  wre  do  not  commit  &  horrible  a 


it  Aodbcl«- 

heUl  them,  and 

l1. id,  What  is  this 
thru  that  is  writ-- 
ten,  The  ft  one 
*hich  the  build  - 
cri  rejected,  the 
fame  b  become 
the  head  of  the 
corner  I 


tS  Whofnmr 

(h-Al 
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villany, 

ry  But,  (Jf)  while  they  were  thus  profefliirg  their 
deteftationof  fuch  wickednefs,  our  Lord,  looking  upori 
them  with  compaffion,  and  yet  with  feverity  and  dif- 
dain,  faid,  If  what  ye  pretend  be  real,  what  means  that 
ancient  prophecy,  where  it  is  written,  (P/ul*  cxvlii.  22- ) 
The  fane  'which  ihc  builders  refufed^  is  become  the  bead* 
flonc  of  the  corner?  i.  c.  The  Mcfliah,  who  was  rc- 
jefted  by  the  chief  prief Is  and  tiders,  that  ought  to  haw; 

been  builders  of  God’s  houfc,  and  by  the  generality  of 
the  Jews  under  their  influence,  is  made  the  foundation 
and  chief  Corner-done  of  the  church,  upon  wh^m, 
when  he  comes  to  be  exalted,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles 
fhotiUi  red*  like  the  two  fides  of  a  building,  and  be 
firmly  and  beautifully  knit  together  in  him. 

iS  If  therefore,  under  the  power  of  pr/- 

\  O  judiies. 
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ft'iU  fdl  upon 

tit  it  Hoik  ihidl 
be  br:»ke«;  Utft 
on  whomsoever ;{ 

ih^;i  un+  k  will 

£nn-l  him  to 
powJcr* 


T9  And  the 

chkf  pilcllf,  itni 
the  i  he 

famcbourjlongh: 
to  by  hands  on 
him ;  ill  id  liny 
fr :red  \hc  pe-j- 
pb  :  for  they  pc;'- 
fdvnl  that 
had  fj*r»krn  thh 
jurdirfc  ag  lind 
tfctm. 

io  And  they 
watched  Hat*  anj 
/cut  forth  fpirs 
which  (UuuM 

fu.*n  the  mi  elves 
jiiil  men,  ihar 

llicv  m;*bt  like 
hi>h)  of  Lii+.Vi  *Vi\iT 
that  fit  they  mi^ht 
deliver  Eiim  un to 

t?ic  power 
utithority  of  the 
£■  j  ver  uor . 


ai  And  tb.y 
a&kul  lnrnt  by- 
J0£p  we 

Jcmr.v  that  tht'U 
fiviH  and  rwch- 
erf  tightly,  nei¬ 
ther  accept  eft 
thou  the  peribn 
&f  tiny-  but  ici«eh- 

"j1_  ""i 

eft  tl-c  way  of 
God  truly; 

ii  I*  it  lawful 
for  uj  to  jive 

tribute  unto  Cc- 

lor,  or  no  ? 


1 3  Hut  he  per¬ 
ceived  their  crat- 

tinefs. 
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judices,  any  fliould  be  fo  offended  at  the  Mefliah,  be* 
caufe  of  his  mean  appearance  on  earth,  us  not  to  believe 
in  him,  he  expofes  himfelf  to  great  hurt  and  danger 
which  will  belike  flinging  him  down  upon  a  great  (lone: 
liut  if  any  fhail  utterly  reject  Chrift  after  his  exaltation* 
he  flialJ  be  inevitably  detliroyed  without  mercy,  and  that 
forever,  like  one  cruflied  to  death  by  the  weight  of  a 
heavy  (lone  call  upon  him-  (See  the  note  on  Maitk. 

xxf  -id*! 

iy  Then  the  chief  priefts  and  ferthes ,  who  by  this 
time  clearly  faw  that  Jefils  meant  all  this  againft  them, 
inflend  of  being  concerned  about  it,  and  humbled  ut> 
der  it,  were  fo  much  the  more  incenlcd  at  it*  and  would 
immediately  have  feized  him  by  force*  and  put  him  to 
death,  bad  they  not  been  retrained  by  their  frar  of  [he 
people,  who  thry  knew  had  a  high  eltcem  of  him- 

20  And  Therefore,  that  they  might  get  a  fairer  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  it,  they  refolved  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  over 
him,  and  fet  fome  Pharifees^  who  were  Zealous  for  the 
liberty  of  the  and  fome  Herodians^  who  were  as 

zealous  for  the  Roman  authority,  to  be  fpi^s  upon  him, 
(Mattb*  xxii.  1 6*  fee  the  note  there)  \  ordering  them  to 
put  on  Ehe  appearance  of  honeft,  confcieutious  men, 
who  wanted  him  to  fatisfy  the  fcruples  of  their  own 
minds ;  and  in  that  way  to  try  whether  they  could  not 
diaw  fonrrething  from  him,  that  might  cither  offend  the 
common  people,  or  expofe  him  to  the  refentments  of 
the  government,  xnd  lay  a  foundation  for  a  judicial  pro 
ccfs  again#  him. 

21,  22  And  they,  according  to  their  inffruQions,  ad- 
drefled  him  hi  a  refpeiitful  manner,  laying,  Mnfter,  we 
arc  well  allured  that  you  are  a  perfon  of  great  integri* 
ty  ami  wifdmn,  and  teach  the  right  way  of  pleating  God, 
and  that  your  impartiality  and  refolution  fet  you  above 
being  influenced  by  favour  or  affection,  or  by  the  fear 
of  any  man  what  foe  ver.  We  therefore  deft  re  that  you 
would  refoive  a  cafe  of  conscience  which  lyes  in  debate 
between  ns,  Wz  Whether  it  be  lawful  for  us,  who  are 
God'*  own  peculiar  people,  and  under  his  immediate 
government,  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  the  emperor, 
who  hy  nation  and  religion  is  a  foreigner,  and,  in 
confluence  thereof,  to  pay  the  tribute  he  demands  of 
us  ?  What  do  you  fay  is  our  duty  in  this  cafe  ? 

2j  But  he,  who  faw  through  their  treacherous  and 
wicked  detigns  again#  him,  knew  that  if  he  fhould  an- 
fver  in  the  negative,  they  would  accufe  him  as  an  e* 
nemy  to  Ctfar^  and  if  in  the  affirmative*  they  would 
isceufe  the  people  againft  him*  as  an  enemy  to  their 

rights 
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rincfs,  and  &i<I 
unto  thcmt  Why 
tempt  ye  me  ? 

*4  me  a 

pcuny ;  Wtuft 
linage  dad  fupct- 
Jcriptiafi  hath  it  f 

They  an  {Wen:  d 
nod  foul*  Gefsu-'i 
i|  And  he  fad 
tuuothcoi,  Ri^v- 
dcr  ikrcfuie  un¬ 
to  Cdiir  tb« 
thing!  whhHi  be 
Odir's,  and  unto 
God  the  things 
which  be  God's. 

iff  And  they 
Could  oot 
h&idof  his  wofdi 
btiore  tlie  ptu* 
pie  i  and  thty 
fnarrtlLd  at  his 
aul\rcrT  and  hvid 
their  peace  - 
17  Then  came 
ct>  him  certain  of 
the  Sari'UKvcs, 
(\vhLh  deny  that 
iliere  is  any  re- 
ferret  tion)  arid 

they  him, 

i3  laying,  M** 
fla,  Mo£cs  wrote 
luito  u.:>  It  yny 

tn  ail's  brother 

die,h*viit£awiie, 
ind  be  die  with* 
out  children  *  that 
Lis  brother  lb ould 
Lkc  his  wife,  and 

reife  up  feed  unto 

his  brother. 

ip  There  were 
therefore  ieven 
brethren:  and  the 
firit  took  a  wile, 
and  died  wllhoiK 
children. 

30  And  the  fe- 
cond  took  her  to 
wife,  and  he  did 
child  Ms. 

3  f  And  the 
third  took  her ; 
and  i»  Hke  man¬ 
ner  the  feven  alto. 
And  they  left  no 
chiUrat  ,attfUic<L 
31  Lift  oi  ail  the 

woman  dlni  silo* 
33  Then:  to  re, 
hi  the  returnee- 
iioijj  whole  wife 

Ikil 


rights  and  liberties;  and  therefore  he  fa  id  to  them,  Why, 
under  a  pretence  of  refpect,  in  referring  a  cafe  of  con** 
fcience  to  me*  do  yc  attempt  to  eufuare  me,  as  if  I  did 
not  anderftand  your  deceit  ? 

24  Let  me  fee  a  piece  of  your  tribute-money  ;  and 

when  they  (hewed  him  a  Roindii  penny,  which  ufod  to 
be  paid  on  that  occafion,  he  afked  them  whole  image 
and  fuperfeription  were  (lamped  upon  it?  They*  hoc 
perceiving  his  defign,  immediately  replied,  as 

the  Roman  emperors  were  ordinarily  (tiled* 

25  Upon  which  he  anfwered,  Your  receiving  Ga'far** 
coin,  as  current,  is  a  pra£tic;d  co  nielli  on  of  his  author^ 
ty  ;  it  being  always  accounted  the  prerogative  of  the 
higher  fecular  powers  to  coin  money,  and  thereby  to 
ascertain  its  value,  and  make  it  current ;  Ye  therefore 
ought  to  return  the  tribute  of  that  to  C^far^  which  y€ 
receive  and  enjoy  by  his  authority  and  protection,  as 
far  as  ye  can  do  it  confidently  with  the  homage  and 
fervice  ye  owe  to  God,  to  whom  ye  muft  likewife  bo 
faithful,  in  rendering  all  religious  obedience  unto  him* 

26  And  there  was  fo  much  wifdom  and  equity  in  this 
an  fwer*t  hat  thefe  captious,  febrile  enemies,  did  not  know* 
how  to  give  a  bad  turn  to  what  he  Lid,  in  the  hearing 
of  all  the  people  :  but  were  amazed  at  his  prudence  and 
Caution,  and  were  entirely  fifenced  and  con  founded. 

27  They  having,  failed  in  this  attempt,  fume  of  ihd 
Saiiduetejt  who  were  the  free-thinkers  of  the  age,  and 
denied  me  immortality  of  the  foul  and  the  refurrccticii 
of  the  body,  came  on  the  fame  day,  {Mattb*  sail.  23.) 
and  put  the  following  quettion  to  him, 

28  Saying,  Matter,  Mcfes  ordered  in  the  law,  {Dzut* 
xxv.  5,}  that  if  a  married  man,  who  has  brethren, 
fhould  die  without  iflue,  one  of  them,  bung  Gngle, 
(bo old  marry  his  widow,  to  keep  up  his  name  and  fe-' 
mily,  and  perpetuate  his  inheritance  in  !ft  acL 

29  Now,  fay  they.  It  happened  that  there  were  in  a 
certain  family  feven  fuch  brethren,  the  eldeft  of  which* 
having  taken  to  him  a  wife*  died,  and  left  herwuhuuc 
any  child* 

30  And  the  fecond  brother  marrying  her  died  like¬ 
wise*  leayuig  no  ifliic  behind  him. 

21  And  then  the  third  in  order  tonk  the  widow  fnf 

■L* 

his  wife ;  and  fo,  in  their  turns*  did  all  the  sett,  noud 
of  which  had  any  child  by  her. 

32  At  laflthe  woman  herfell  died  without  IlTuc  like* 
wife. 

33  If  therefore  there  he  a  future  (late,  and  n  refur- 
rection  of  the  bodv*  we  would  alk  you*  whole  wile  itv.dl 

O  2  ibis' 
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of  them  If  ft?  ? 

for  lfv«i  hid  her 
to  ttife* 

34  Anri  [d'ns 
an  fueling  fiM 
lintn  t!it  pnf  The 
children  (if  this 

xmrld  many,  3ml 
ar?  tyv'en  in  msr* 
fii£C; 


35  But  they 
vbich  (hall  he  sc- 

counted  U’^nhy 
to  obtain  thjt 
world,  and  tin  rv- 
furrtOioti  'from 
tlic  tfcadt  neitlier 
many,  nor  are 
given  in  mar¬ 
riage  -f 

3  <S  Neit  ■  r 
can  they  die  any 
more  f  for  they 
arv  equal  unto  the 

anj^lf,  and  arc 
the  children  of 
CoJ,  btln  \r  t  he 
riiilrircn  of  the 

rdurrcttioiu 

3?  Nnii/  that 
the  dead  arc  raif* 
rrt ,  even  Moles 
Jfcnvtd  at  rhe 
hufh,  «hcn  he 
ciHcth  the  Loid 
the  God  of  A- 
hndiam,  and  the 
God  of  E1W, 
and  the  God  of 
Jacob, 


j8  Tor  he  is 

nut 
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this  woman  be  in  that  other  tforld,  fmee  they  were  all 
married  to  her  in  this,  and  Ihe  bore  mi  child  to  either 
of  them*  to  give  one,  more  than  another*  a  claim  to  her  ? 

34  Jefus  replied*  Ye  are  grofsly  mi  (taken*  in  fuppe- 
fing  that  this  is  any  real  objection  again  ft  the  doctrine 
of  a  future  exiftence,  and  of  the  refumffion  of  the  deadj 
and  all  your  cavils  pf  this  fort  proceed  from  your  own 
ignorance  of  the  true  defign  of  thefe  and  other  fcripturcs, 
and  of  theexceeding  greutnefsuf  God's  power,  as  if  he 
could  not  raife  the  dead,  {Mat*  xrii.  19.  and  Mark  xii* 
14*}  here  indeed,  in  this  mortal  date,  it  is  nccdTary  for 
the  continuance  of  mankind  upon  earth,  and  is  proper 
for  their  convenience  and  comfort,  that  men  fhould 
marry,  and  women  fliould  be  given  to  them  in  marri¬ 
age  ;  and  the  law  of  inheritances,  and  of  keeping  up 
diftin£l  families  in  IfracU  made  it  expedient,  that  fur- 
viving  brethren  ftioidd*  in  their  order,  marry  the  child- 
lefs  widow  of  *  dc-ceafed  brother: 

35  Bur  they,  whom  God  (hall  graciously  accept  as 
worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life* 

t  ^ 

and  to  he  raifed  from  the  dead  to  the  pofitffion  of  it*  in 
the  other  world,  will  have  no  occaficm  for  marriages, 
either  to  keep  up  rhe  dock  of  its  inhabitants,  or  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  own  conveniency  or  comforts,  or  to  entail 
their  inheritances  upon  their  families  after  them* 

36  Nnr  can  they  die  oat  of  that  world,  and  leave  fuc^ 
ceflors  behind  them,  as  they  do  in  this  :  lor  they  (hall 
all  be  as  glorious*  happy*  and  immortal,  as  the  holy  au- 
gets  ihemfrlves  j  their  manner  of  living  and  enjoying 
fhall  be  juft  like  theirs,  and  they  fhall  polTefs  all  the 
glory  of  a  divine  adoption,  as  the  Tons  of  God,  who  arc 
to  abide  in  his  houfe  for  ever,  after  the  rcfurreCtiou  from 
the  dead. 

37  And  (fr)  that  there  really  will  be  a  refur re£Hon 
of  the  body  to  a  hlcfled  immortaHty*  may  he  fairly  ar¬ 
gued  from  what  even  Mofcs  himfclf  faid,  (fee  the  note 
on  Mitttb *  xxii.  31-)  in  his  recital  of  t be  words,  which 
God  fpofcr,  when  he  appeared  to  him  in  the  bulb,  faying, 
(ExciJix*  6*)  Not  /'utfijjbut  lam  the  God  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac ,  and  Jacoh%  many  years  after  they  were  dead  ; 
thereby  intimating,  that  they  ftill  continued  to  be  his 
children*  and  fo  the  fons  of"  the  refurreftion,  who  are 
mailing  for *  and  (half  receive  the  adoption ,  to  wit,  the 
red  xpii&n  of  the  body *  {Rom*  viii*  23-  fee  the  note  on 
Matth.  xxih  32.} 

38  For  his  being  their  God  implies,  that  he  is  their 
portion,  and  exceeding  great  reward  :  But  as  they  never 

were  partakers  of  the  full  glory  of  this  relation  here  * 

_ 


Ch.  M, 

not  1  God  of  the 
dead,  hut  of  the 
Jh'injj  ;  for  oil 

Li^i,  U£tO  liiiu. 
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39  Then  cer* 
t-mi  of  the  ftiibct 
'iiifivering  fald  , 

Mailer,  thou  lull 
\idi  L\ii> 


40  And,  after 

tbit*  they  durft 
j*nt  .i>k  him  any 
nt  Lit  all. 


4T  Andhefiid 
unto  them,  How 
toy  (hfv  rhrtt 

Chrflis  David’s 


41  And  David 
liimftlf  ikitn  id 
ti:e  book  of 
p  Lints,  TheLord 
ildd  unto  mv 

r 

j  .ord,  bit  thou 
00  my  right 
V.ritl, 

43  Till  I  make 
ikaceneimcsihy 

44  rjiiv’id  there¬ 
fore  eallrth  him 

Lord,  how  is  he 

!ii&  loti  - 


fo  he  could  much  lets  be  (till  the  God  of  thofe  human 
per  fans,  if  that  eficntial  part  of  the  man,  which  is  now 
dead,  were  never  to  life  again.  Therefore,  as  their  fouls 
already  live  in  another  world,  and  it  c:mnot  he  laid  that 
in  all  rcfpe£ts  they  are  even  now  dead  ;  fo  their  bodies 
{hall  revive  at  the  rdurrc£lion  of  the  juft:  For  all  ills 
people  live  to  him,  that  not  only  a  part  of  them,  but  the 
whole  man,  according  to  the  tenuur  of  his  covenant* 
may  be  for  ever  and  completely  happy  in  the  enjoyment 
of  him;  and  they  now  live  in  his  account,  who  calls 
thofe  things  luhifh  be  ncty  as  though  they  uere,  becaufe 
he  quickens  the  dead,  (Horn,  tv*  17,) 

39  Upon  this,  fome  of  the  JrwiJb  doctors,  who  be* 
Heved  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  the  refurrecHon 
of  the  body,  were  fo  pleated  with  his  judicious  anfwer 
to  the  Sadduccesy  that  they  could  not  hut  exprefs  their 
fatisfa£Uon  in  it,  faying.  Mailer,  you  have  clearly  fol- 
ved  the  difficulty,  and  eftabHfhed  thefe  great  doctrines 
beyond  all  reafonable  contradiftioiu 

40  And  Such  was  their  conviction  of  his  wifdom  and 
ability,  by  this  and  feveral  other  aniwers  to  queftions 
which  were  put  to  him,  that  they  were  afraid  to  offer 
any  more,  or  to  engage  in  any  further  difpure  with  him* 

41  He  then  took  an  opportunity, in  histurn,  to  pro- 
pofe  the  following  queflion  to  the  Vharifeesy  (Matth* 
xxii-  43  )  faying.  Why  do  the  fcribesy  (Mark  xii*  35-) 
or  interpreters  of  the  law  affirm,  that  the  Meffiah  In  ail 
be  a  (bn  of  David's  race  *  £  liow  can  that  be,  or  how 
do  ye  underftand  it  ? 

42, 43  JJjvj't/himfclf,  under  the  infpiration  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God,  owned  him  as  then  cxilling,  and  honoured 
him  as  his  fu  peri  or,  and  as  a  divine  perfun,  faying, 
(Pfal  cx.  I «}  God  the  Father  faid  unto  my  Lord,  the 
Meffiah,  Sit  thou  enthroned  in  all  dignity  and  power* 
glory  and  delighrs  in  heavenly  places  i  and  continue 
reigning  in’thy  mediatorial  kingdom,  till  all  thine  ene¬ 
mies  be  effectually  and  emit  dy  put  under  thy  feet,  in  a 
way  of  fubjec\ton  to  thee* 

44  Since  therefore  Dftvid9  in  this  known  prophecy  cf 
the  Meffiah,  cxprefcly*  fiiled  him  his  own  Lord*  by 
way  of  fuperlority  to  himfclf ;  Ilcw  can  ye  reconcile 
this  with  your  other  notion,  which  ye  truly  h*ve,  of  his 
being  a  descendant  from  David?  And  his  enemies, 

being 

T  K. 

fiitvidy  am!  of  the  town  of  3?^'  ■  ■**  where 
£)*n-*irf  was  ?  (John  vti-  4$.)  Anti  the  ufUal 
appdbtbo  of  Chrilt  aironrr  rhoft,  who  look¬ 
ed  ujion  him  as  lift  Mcflkili,  Ib&a  S&& 
of  David* 


N  O 

*  3t  w; is  ger.erilly  edited  amor*g  the 
'Ti-ft-f,  th-vi  the  wsis  to  fp ring  from 

Joins  :  Accordingly,  occniion, 

iotne  of  them  pleaded,  not  the  fcrip- 

titfip-faid,  tiiat  Chrift  comt*  o£  lift  tied  01 
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45  Then, 

ihc  aiirtk-nn:  of 
x'i\  tli *„■  j>e-*pir,  be 
f?M  uniu  hli  dii- 
c  Spies, 


45  F'^rc  cf 
jhc  fcritH'at  uhich 
drfiic?  to  u+jlk  in 
Jong  robes,  ami 
bvc  greeting*  in 
the  nwkets,  and 
I  he  hij'heft 

jo  the  fvtu- 

^ognrs,  auTthc 
chkf  rooms  i+t 
feztis ; 


43  Which  de¬ 
vour  widows  bon- 
fcs(  for  a 

|hf  v  mat r  lon^ 

i  iia  0  rt£*l  ve  great- 
5:  rl  im ration* 


* 
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being  at  n  lofs  what  reply  to  make,  held  their  peace, 
{Mfiuh.  xxii.  46.) 

45  Then  as,  by  this  and  other  inftznces  of  their  per* 
Terlentrfs  it  appeared  that  whatever  he  faid,  and  how 
much  foever  he  confuted  them,  thev  either  would  not 

■*  -f 

he  convinced,  or  wouid  not  own  themfdves  tq  be  ft?, 
Jcfus  applied  hirnfelf  to  his  dlfciples  ;  and,  in  the  hear¬ 
ing  of  all  the  people,  publickly  cautioned  them  againft 
thiA  men,  faying, 

46  Take  heed  of  being  Impofed  upon  by  the  feribes 
and  Pharifeet%  and  of  imitating  or  gratifying  their  pride, 
hypocrify,  and  felf- conceit,  who  wonderfully  affect  to 
put  on  fulemn  airs,  that  they  may  command  the  great* 
cii  reverence,  and  get  an  afccndency  over  others  :  Ac¬ 
cordingly  they  chufe  to  wajfc  about  in  long  garments 
down  to  their  feet,  with  an  appearance  of  (lately  gra* 
ytty  ;  they  are  ambitious  nf  receiving  high  compliments, 
?.:ul  vinble  tokens  of  refpedl  from  the  people,  in  the 
ftreers  and  markets ;  and  they  are  ever  pufhing  forward 
for  the  uppen-hand  and  highest  feats,  in  all  places  of 
publick  worfhip,  and  a:  all  enrertainments,  as  if  they 
were  holier  and  more  worthy  than  the  reu  of  mankind. 

47  They  likcwife  make  high  pretences  to  uncommon 
piety,  anl  draw  out  their  prayers  to  a  much  greater 
length  than  others :  But  all  this  fond  appearanceoffanc* 
tit v  and  zeal,  is  onlv  a  cloke  to  their  covctoufnefs  and 

/  r  j 

opprtiTion,  that  they  may  be  the  lefs  fufpected  of  any 
ill  defigr;sj  and  may  the  better impofe  upon  and  injure 
the  richer  fort  of  widows,  atid  their  fatherlefs  children, 
by  getting  their  affairs  into  their  own  hands,  and  facri- 
ficing  them  to  their  own  gain  ;  And  as  they  commie 
this  wiekednefs  under,  and  by  means  of  a  hypocritical 
■  form  of  god’iiirfc,  the  more  aggravated  and  prorating 
is  their  guile,  and  the  more  dreadful  vengeance  will  the 
righteous  God  inflict  upon  them  for  it* 


RECOLLECTIONS- 

How  unreaforinble  are  all  exceptions  againft  the  authority  of  Chrlft*  whomjpht 
io\y'  n  verenced  :is  God1*  oiyn  Son,  anti  the  chief  Corner- ftutie  of  the  church  : 
And  what  hard  fhife  do  his  eoeniies  make  to  avoid  the  convl^lon  that  would 
lead  thrm  to  own  and  honour  him  i  And  yet  behold  tiie  furpvivjng  patience  id 
(dod,  and  the  virions  means  of  grace,  which  he  fends,  time  after  time,  to  -n 
unir  jii  ful  nnd  rebellious  people,  before  he  utterly  enfts  them  oflf  J  But  b:j\v  dit.id  ■ 
ful  will  be  the  nviVry  of  thofc,  that  finally  rqcft  Chrift,  and  fet  themfclves  as  unit 
bis  ferv  ji*U  and  biin  1  They  are  all  along  doing  mifchfcf  to  themfelvcs,  and  p"!: 
Jii:^  down  the  heavteft  deftruftion  upon  their  own  heads  ;  while  they,  who  build 
on  him  as  'htir  u;dy  foundation,  fiiall  find  the  utmofl  Security  and  fat  isf act  ion 
|n  him,  flnil  be  taken  into  hi$  vineyard,  kept  under  his  eye  and  care,  and  made 
fru'Uui  to  rml  lift-. — U  what  a  wonderful  perfon  h  Chrift,  who  was  DaviiTs 
J  ;n  r,nd  Lvid ;  it  13  only  a  confederation  of  Ms  dirrnc  ar*d  by  man  natures,  thrd 
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can  reconcile  the  fremingly  contradictory  diameters  of  fupremacy  and  inferiority, 
which,  t be  icripturtr  gives  of  him*  \  low  feeurdv  may  we  depend  on  him  without 
danger  of  being  deceived  1  And  ho,v  c*uviidh  ftiuuM  wu  frewdre  of  trii  men, 
that  we  may  guard  agatnft  their  deSguing  hyjvHTify,  and  never  place  an  implicit 
lu'.lh  in  any  human  guiflc$*  how  dignified  anti  fncred  foever  their  pmfeiTtona  may 
be  I  But  therein  no  mconfifteiice  between  an  entire  fohjrction  of  cunfcteiree  to 
(iad-t  in  alt  matters  of  religion ;  and  v:cld>ng  faithful  obedience  to  evil  magi  Antes, 
in  fecalir  concerns:  And  though  difficulties  may  U*  finned  and  urged  agatuft  the 
jnofl  evident  and  important  truths ;  yet  our  faith  fliould  nut  be  Ihaurn  by  them : 
but  whatever  is  a  fTerted  in,  or,  by  juft  con  returners,  cteduciti  from  the  word  of 
God,  Ehoukl  be  heartily  believed ;  and  we  may  be  lure,  according  to  its  infallible 
tetfimony,  that,  a* there  will  fx>n  bed  change  in  thcchcumftanccs  and  ri-taiiiriis 
of  thii  dying  world  ;  f<>  true  believer*  can  never  die  away  from  their  0”d.  And 
O  what  abldlcd  lot  will  they  have  in  the  world  to  come,  where  they  Shall  be  the 
children  of  the  rdurrcftH)n3  and  belike  the  holy  angels,  at  the  imal  immdVfiadoii 
of  the  Sons  of  God ! 


JL'Jt-  JC 


CHAP*  XXI. 


ChriJPs  obfervatten  of  a  pcor  widow7  j  ccfting  two  mites  into  the  trea- 
fury9  i , — 4.  His  prt  dUlion  of  tf/e  d*jiru3\on  of  Jcriftlem^  *n  q> 
type  a,l<l  A  litre  of  the  end  of  the  world;  j* — 33.  His  Citation  to  he 
watchful;  34, — 36,  jfnd  a  general  account  of  his  preaching;  37,  38* 


Tf.vt, 

AND  be  Joofc- 
*  Cil  lip,  and 
frtW  ihe  rich  men 
dflktlg  lltcii'  git’ls 
into  the  trc»ury. 


x  And  he  frw 

^jfo  a  errtain 
poor  widow  talt- 
jnjj  in  ihither 
uo  inittt* 

3  And  he  fidd. 
Of  a  truth,  1  lay 
U:urtyou1ih.it  rhis 
jumr  u'idov*  hJth 
t  Ai  in  more  than 

lht¥  jtll* 


4  For  all  tliefc 
have  <if  their  a- 
iiiittitaAce  raft  ■« 

uuto  the  olfrr* 
of  l ;  hut 
l!u:  of  hrr  penury 
l-cli  in  t!l 
(hr 


P  Aft  Am  rase, 

A  S  our  Lord  wa3  one  day  litEing  over-ag^intl  the 
treafury  iu  the  temple,  {Mari  xii.  41.)  he  took 
notice  of  fcvcral  rich  perfons  making  very  large  frec- 
will-offcrings,  which  rhey  put  into  the  public  chcfl  f;»r 
the  fcrviccof  that  holy  place,  and  for  the  feveral  reli¬ 
gious  ufes  to  which  thofe  gifts  were  to  be  applied, 

2  And  he  obferved  there  came*  among  others,  a 
poor  widow,  who  being  defirous  to  honour  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to,  and  even  beyond  her  ability,  threw  in  two 
fmall  pieces  of  money,  which  amounted  to  the  value 
of  but  one  faulting.  (Seethe  note  on  Matth,  x,  29,) 

3  Hereupon  C brill,  to  (hew  his  approbation  of  it, 
called  his  difeipics  to  him,  Atark'xiu  43.)  and  bade 
them  obferve  that  indigent,  and  yet  generous  creature, 
alluring  them,  that  the  little  prefent,  which  Ihc  had 
made,  was  really  more  for  her  to  give,  and  of  higher 
account  with  God,  than  all  the  large  offerings  of  the 
rich, 

4  For,  faid  he,  all  thefe  have  parted  only  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  what  they  might  well  fpare  out  of 
their  abundant  wealth ;  whereas  this  deilitote  widow, 
being  hetfelf  in  nrccflnous  circumflances,  has  freely 
given  ull  that  fiie  had  in  poffcflion  for  her  prtfeui:  fub- 
fdtence,  which  Ihews  that  her  love  and  zeal  are  greater 
than  theirs, 

5  Soon 


The  Evangelijl  Luke  pornpbrajid.  Ch-  «I« 


5  Amt  as  f^ne 

fpAcot'thc  tc.n- 
pk^  hnw  it  was 
ador  licit  wiffi 
jjoodly  fVnirs  f 
jowl  lie  lh.;d, 


ts  /Tj  /-sr  t^efe 

w!jich  ye 
rtv*  tUyS 
iviit  c^mo,  in  the 
vihlch  there  ibjll 
nor  Ire  left  one 
ftane  ufton  an  ft* 
ihcr,  tb.it  JiuE! 
;i^t  he  riirowp 
down* 

7  A  ivl  tTify 
asked  him,  lay¬ 
ing,  Matter.  Imr 
vt»Mi  fh  <11  thcio 
things  be  -  jrd 
what  fi^u  -stf.// 
/£<rr;r  /v  when 

thde  !?utl 

lO.-nc?  r»  p  i  ft  ? 

S  And  he  AM, 
i  jkc  heed  that 
ye  he  not  deceiv¬ 
ed  :  for  nuny 
il'-att  came  in  my 
fiyinj,  l 
am  C'n;! ;  and 
the  time  drawiih 

|HMll  ;  gf>  ye  nftt 

llivrofon;  after 
them. 


p  Bui  when  ye 
(hail  hear  of  wars 

t;ml  co^ittiolturiSj 

u  T 

tic  im 

far  tiiei^  rfa-n^s 
iDflft  t:rit  CiMOC 

to  pitfs ;  i*ur  r he 
end  ft  nOE  by  and 

i>y. 

iq  Then  faiii 
he  urMo  them, 
ih  it  rlie 
ir^tmd  ratlin, 

kingdom  a- 


5  Soon  after  this*  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  (Nark  xBL  I-)  feme  of  his  difciples  took  notice 
ivith  what  vaft  ftones  and  beautiful  ornaments  Herod 
had  rebuilt  it,  (fee  the  note  on  John*  ii,  20,}  and 
with  what  rich  prefents  the  people  honoured  it ;  and 
they  deli  red  him  to  obfexve  and  refleft  upon  all  this, 
that  the  dreadful  fentencc  might  not  be  executed,  which 
he  had  juft  before  pronounced  again  ft  it.  {MdttL  xiiu* 

37*  38-) 

6  But  he  replied.  Do  the  external  pomp  and  gran- 
detir  ot  thefe  things  ralfe  your  admiration  and  move 
your  concern  that  they  miy  never  be  demolifhed  ?  A* 
las  !  I  allure  you,  the  time  is  hafteniog  apace,  in  which 
this  ftately  building,  with  all  its  glory,  fhall  be  fo  en¬ 
tirely  tlcftroyed,  that  there  fliall  he  no  remains,  fo 
much  as  to  Ihew  where  it  ftood.  (See  the  note  on  Mattb. 
xxiv.  2.) 

7  The  difciples  hearing  this  plain  and  peremptory 
declaration,  sliced  him,  how  long  It  would  be  before 
the  furprizing  things  he  had  mentioned  fhould  come  to 
pals,  and  by  what  evident  figns  they  might  know  when 
to  expetk  inch  alterations,  as  they  fuppofed  would  put 
an  end  to  ihe  prefent  (late  of  things  upon  earth,  and 
confu  nun  ate  the  glory  of  his  kingdom.  {Matth*  xxiv.  3*) 

6  Our  biefled  Lord  replied.  Be  very  cautious  that 
no  man  delude  you  by  fpecious  and  falfe  pretences ; 
For  before  the  accomplilhment  of  the  terrible  deflati¬ 
on*  1  fpake  of,  various  importers  will  take  upon  them 
the  character  of  the  Mcffiah,  each  of  them  pretending, 
thsr,  if  l/rai'l  would  obtain  the  expefted  advantages 
of  his  kingdom,  they  mull  repair  to  him,  and  that  the 
time  of  deliverance  from  ail  their  bondage  and  mifery 
i^5  juft  at  hand  :  Give  no  heed  to  any  of  thefe  feducers, 
for  by  their  fair  promifes  of  what  they  will  do  for  theif 
followers,  and  by  other  ft  rat  age  ms  and  falfe  appearan¬ 
ces,  they  will  deceive  many,  10  their  utter  perdition, 
(Natth*  xxtv,  y.) 

9  But  when  ye  (bail  have  rumours  of  great  tumults 
and  wars  among  the  Jews^  and  berwren  them  and  Ot 
tlicr  nations,  do  not  be  furprizedor  affrighted  at  them* 
to  the  difcoiiragement  of  your  faith  and  holy  profef- 
lion  ;  For  all  thefe  troubles  mult  precede  the  deltruc-t 
tion  of  Jeriifahm  j  but  they  will  be  fome  rime  before  it, 

10,  1 1  Then,  by  way  of  further  explication  of  thefe 

events*  he  laid  to  them,  One  body  cf  Jews  will  take 
up  arms  agamft  another,  and  Gentiles  againft  Jews  j 
and  fo  civil  and  foreign  wars  will  make  dreadful  ha^ 

yock  in  Judea  :  And,  btfidcs  the  miferies  arifing  from 
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11  And  j;rtat 
eanhqittke&  (hall 
toe  in  divers  pla¬ 
ces*  and  famines, 
and  peftiknees, 
aiuJ  fearful  tights, 
u  iid  great  Ji jrt  s 

fnall  there  be 
from  heaven. 

11  Hut*  before 

all  tliefir,  lliey 
fn^ll  lay  ilkcir 
hands  on  you* 
And  pcrfccutt  jsit, 
delivering  jw 
Bp  to  the  fyn?.- 
gugucs,  and  into 

priuws  *  bilug 
iuoif^ht  before 
kings  and  rulers 
frr  my  tame’s 
fake* 

13  And  it  (hall 
tisrn  to  you  for  a 
(£itunony+ 


ti  Fade  it 
therefore  in  your 
hearts,  not  u> 
meditate  before, 
what  ye  Hul]  itn* 
f*cr* 


13  For  I  will 

g*vc  you  u  irout  h 
^id  wjJikuttj 

Vrljirli  s\[  your 
adveTf^rics  tiia!! 
ml  he  able  to 
^litilsy,  nor  re- 

lift. 


hence,  there  will  be  terrible  earthquakes,  diftrefEng 
famines  and  plagues,  and  fur  prizing  appearances  in  the 
air,  fuch  as  comets  and  blazing- liars,  which  will  flrike 
a  pannick  fear  of  fome  tremendous  judgment  asathandf* 

12  But,  before  all  theft;  public  confufions,  your  e- 
ncmies  will  dtfeover  a  cruel  temper,  and  raife  up  per¬ 
fections  of  all  forts  againft  you  ;  they  will  deliver  you 
up  to  ccdcfiattic*]  courts,  as  if  ye  were  the  worft  of 
apoltircs,  and  ftir  up  kings  and  civil  magi  (traces  againft 
you,  as  if  ye  were  the  vile  ft  of  criminals;  and  they 
will  throw  you  into  jails,  and  exercife  all  manner  of 
feveritics  againft  you  lor  my  fake  *. 

13  Nevenhelciii,  {-*)  God  in  his  providence,  and  by 
xhe  iuflurnc^of  his  Spirit  upon  your  hearts,  will  over¬ 
rule  all  this  to  his  glory,  and  your  own  and  others 
good  :  For  by  means  of  thefe  fullering*,  and  your 
Chriftian  behaviour  under  them,  ye  (hall  bear  an  ho¬ 
nourable  teftimony  to  me,  to  the  truth,  excellence, 
and  power  of  my  gofpd,  to  yonr  own  faith,  and  inte¬ 
grity  in  your  profeffion  of  my  name,  and  to  your  be¬ 
ing  alfiftal  and  owned  of  God  in  it ;  and  ye  will  there¬ 
by  have  opportunities  for  preaching,  clearing,  and  de¬ 
fending  my  gofpel,  fo  much  the  more,  to  the  confu¬ 
tation  of  its  tncmies,  to  the  convcrfion  of  many,  and  to 
the  confirmation  of  my  difciples  in  their  moft  holy  faith. 

14  Since  therefore  yourcaufe  will  quit  coft,  in  (lead 
of  being  anioufly  careful  before-hand  how  to  anfwer 
interrogatories,  a  ecu  fat  ions,  and  inditemems,  cither 
in  tcdcfiaftical  or  civil  courts  ;  and,  inftead  of  being 
diffident  about  the  iffiie,  becaufe  ye  are  ftrangers  to  the 
arts  of  pleading,  let  it  be  a  fettled  point  with  you  to 
commit  the  affair  to  me. 

1 5  For  I,  your  Lord  and  Mailer,  will  give  you  fuch 
a  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  courage,  and  will  furnifli  you 
with  fuch  convincing  proofs  of  the  truth  and  excel¬ 
lence  of  my  doCtrinc,  and  of  its  being  your  duty  to 
profefs  and  preach  it ;  and  1  will  fugged  fuch  proper 
expreflions  for  your  defence,  as  the  very  worft  of  your 
malicious  and  fubtle  enemies  (hall  by  no  means  he  able 
to  withftand  or  con  trad  i€t  $. 

16  But 


NO 

+  Thus  tell  us  it  was  before  tlu 

iWinirtion  of  Jrr:ffahm  ;  an*!  thus  we  may 
expert  h  10  be  in  other  nation*,  toward  the 
of  the  world,  fjre  the  notes  op  Matih* 

k 

**lv,  and  the  parj ph rife  on  chat  chapter, 
and  on  M  irk  *iii  ;  where  thefe  and  fevct^l 
o: her  event,  urr  confiJercd  21  applicable  to 
ihe  time  of  CbrifTs  coming  to  judge  the 
1  cl  at  (he  hft  day. 


E  8* 

*  The  A£b  of  the  apoftles  inform  lie 
chat  all  (heft  things  uot  fulfilled  in  thole 
days, 

$  How  remarkably  was  this  fulfilled,  when 
Peter  and  Jehu  were  c«tl  led  to  an  account  *- 
bout  the  cripple  kfore  rulers,  eiders,  fcrtbcs^ 
and  others,  with  the  high-priefrj  as  met  to* 
getber  b  counlU!  Aits  iv,  j,— az* 


YSt  E vanotlijl  Loss  parapbr&fcd.  Ch.  sxfy 


rtf  And  ye 
/hall  be  betrayed 

l?oth  by  parents, 

and  brethren*  and 
kinsfolks ,  and 
friends;  andfomt 
of  you  Hull  I  hey 
€4nfc  to  be  put 
to  death. 


i  T  And  ye  /hall 
le  hated  of  all 
men  fur  my 
name's  lake. 


1 3  But  there 
/hull  tmL  an  Unit 
of  your  head  pe- 
liHu 


yp  In  your  pa* 
tit  nee  poflif*  ye 
your  JbuU. 


t-o  And'W-heu 
ye  fiiaH  fee  Jeru¬ 
salem  mmpafied 
wiLh  annicr,  then 

know  that  the  de* 

fobtiou  thereof  is 
righ* 

ar  Then  let 
them  which  we 
in  Judea  Are  to 

the  mountain* ; 

and  la  them 

tt-hkh  are  in  the 
midft  of  it  de¬ 
part  out  ;*  and  let 
not  them  that  are 

in 


T 6  But  (^)  notw  it  h  {landing  all  this,  furh  i&  the  di- 
re<Jl  contrariety  of  my  gofpd  to  the  corrupt  principles 
anti  practices  of  the  world,  that  even  the  neareft  rela¬ 
tions  and  acquaintances  will  break  through  all  the  bonds 
of  naiund  uiVt&toii  and  fricndfhip,  to  oppofe  you  for 
owning  and  publishing  it :  8o  that  kindred  and  inti¬ 
mate  friends  will  deal  perfidiously  with  you,  and  even 
your  own  brethren  and  parents  will  betray  you  imo  the 
bauds  of  cruel  perfccutcrs,  and  by  the  means  of  put¬ 
ting  fome  of  you  to  death* 

17  Yea,  a  malignant  fpirit  again  ft  you  will  fpread 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  generality  of  men*  even  all 
the  feed  of  the  old  ferpent,  will  unite  in  their  amipa- 
thy,  opposition*  and  rage  againltyou,  becaufe  ye  be¬ 
long  to  me*  and  bear  my  name* 

1 8  But,  I  tell  you  for  your  comfort*,  furprizing 
deliverances  fhall  be  wrought  for  you,  whilft  I  have 
any  work  to  do  by  you;  and  if*  after  that,  any  of  you 
fhall  Mi  by  death  for  your  faithfulnefs  to  me,  it  (hall 
be  only  exchanging  this  mortal  life  for  an  immortal 
one;  and  fo  hi  the  halance  of  accounts  all  will  be  fa£ct 
and  turn  to  your  own  profit* 

1 9  And  therefore  wbatfoever  your  danger  or  fiifFer- 
ings  for  my  fake  may  be*  do  not  be  difoouraged  in 
yourfclves  ;  and  let  not  the  terror  of  your  advcrfcrics 
difeompofe  and  ruffle  your  fpirtts ;  but  keep  poffcf- 
Con  of  your  own  fouls  in  quietnefs  and  peace,  in  holy 
fortitude  and  calm  refignation,  with  all  long- fuffe  ring 
and  pat  Mite,  by  a  humble  confidence,  that,  As  your 
days,  fo  your  firtngtb /ball  bs+  (Deur*  xxxiii.  25.) 

20  And  now,  that  I  may  give  you  an  immediately 
preceding  fign  of  the  utter  destruction  of  this  magni¬ 
ficent  city  and  temple,  when  ever  ye  fhall  fee  the  Re¬ 
man  forces  laying  fiege  to  Jerufaiem%  and  calling  their 
lines  about  it,  ye  may  affu redly  conclude,  that  the 
time  of  this  dreadful  calamity  is  f  very  near* 

'll  Then  let  them  that  are  in  any  part  of  Judea^ 
flee  for  their  lives  Into  fome  diftant  mountains,  or  pla¬ 
ces  of  retirement,  to  hide  themfelves  from  the  obferva- 
tion  and  fury  of  both  Jews  and  Romans  ;  and  let  thofe 
that  are  in  the  holy  city,  get  out  of  it,  before  they  be 

hemmed  in;  and  let  no  one,  who  is  in  the  fields  or 

villages 


NOTES* 


*  This  may  poflibty  rrfer  to  the  remark¬ 
able  preservation  of  the  Chrtftian*  at  the  de- 
ftru/iion  of  Jcr»fa!emt  whim  fuch  vail  mul¬ 
titudes  of  1  he  Jews  were  ftaugLuenri  Ire  the 
P/ts  i  or  rather  it  may  he  corfiderfdt  U 
«  pruvubial  cxprvfljou  to  dtuuu  tlic  utft  of 


fafety  and  advantage  in  times  or  danger; 
for  Chrlil  had  uprcfsly  fold*  (vff,  i/*) 
Some  ihaJJ  be  put  to  dciib* 

■f  It  afterward*  appeared  that  the  fic^e 
\ra*  never  railed,  till  JerkfaltiG^  and  loi 
temple  with  it,  wEdcftrofttL 


Ch. 


;n  the  countries 

t:;Ur  thereinto# 


¥he  Evangtlift  Luke  paraphr&fed. 


Ira 


For  thefe 

be  the  days  of 
vengeance,  that 
ail  ridings  which 
arc  wrircii  may 
be  fulfilled. 


13  Btuw  un¬ 
to  them  that  arc 
with  child,  and  to 
then  that  giro 
fuck  in  tfioft 
diy$:  for  there 
Dial]  he  great  cU~ 
lirefi in  (he  hitd, 
3*>d  wrath  upon 

this  peopled 


14  And  they 
Hull  fall  by  the 
cil^c  of  the 
fword,  and  0)431 
be  led  away  cap¬ 
tive  into  all  nv 
ti^ni:  and  Jeru- 
Idem  (halt  be 
trotSen  down  of 
the  Gentiles,  un¬ 
til  the  ttmcf  of 
the  Gentiles  be 
infilled. 


1  j  And  there 
Cull  be  figns  in 

the 


Tillages  round  about  it,  venture  to  go  Into  ir,  either 
from  a  vain  imagination,  as  if  he  might  be  fafdt  in 
Iticb  a  plape  of  ftrengrh,  or  from  a  covetous  defire  o£ 
carrying  off  fome  elicits  which  be  may  have  there: 
But  let  everyone  flee,  with  all  polfiblc  fpeed,  as  ever  he 
would  not  fall  in  the  common  de  fol  at  ton. 

22  For  this  will  be  the  very  time  in  which  God's 
patience  toward  this  provoking  people  will  expire,  and 
bis  righteous  wrath  will  flame  out  upon  them,  that  all 
the  horrible  delations,  fo  often  threatened  in  the  pro* 
phecles  of  th  e  Old  Teft  ament  may  be  in  Aided  upon  them* 
to  their  utter  ruin# 

23  But,  fince  fpeedy  flight  will  be  fo  neceflary  to 
lafety  in  thofe  days,  fad  will  their  condition  be,  whole 
circumftances  render  them  incapable  of  expedition* 
fuch  as  women  with  child,  and  thofe  who  have  infants 
banging  at  their  breads;  it  will  be  very  difficult  for 
them  to  efcape  :  For  that  will  be  a  time  of  extreme 
and  fpreading  diflrefs  through  all  the  land  of  Judeay 
and  full  vials  of  divine  and  human  wrath  will  be  pour* 
ed  out  upon  its  inhabitants# 

24  Qivil  wars  among  themfclvcs,  and  the  fword  of 
the  common  enemy  agaiull  them  all,  will  make  a  dread* 
fol  daughter  among  them ;  and  fuch  asefcape  the  fword 
Aral!  be  ltd  into  captivity,  for  death,  or  flavery,  in  all 
the  nations  round  about  *»  And  jerufalem  i  tie  If  lhall 
be  fucked  and  trampled  upon  with  indignation  and 
contempt,  and  {hall  be  kept  under  the  jurifdiftion  of 
the  Gentiles>  and  never  be  rebuilt  again  with  any  gran? 
dcur,  fuitablc  to  its  prefent  ftate,  till  the  glorious  days 
fliall  come,  which  are  appointed  for  the  general  con* 
verGon  of  the  Jrtvty  and  bringing  in  of  the  fulnefs  of 
the  G entiles  ^ 

25,  26  And  at  the  clofc  of  the  forementioned  de* 
fol  at  ions,  the  fubverfion  of  the  JewiJh  government,  re* 
ligion,  and  laws  will  be  fo  great,  that,  (as  the  prophet 
exprefleth  thefe  terrible  revelations,  Joel  ii-  31*  and 
iii#  15#  16*)  they  may  be  represented  under  the  figures  $ 

of 

NOTE  51. 


*  Accordingly  J*fcphas  tellf  us,  (hat  the 
number  of  thofe  wl*,  were  taken  captive  by 
the  femjiiS,  during  this  war,  wit  nincty- 
irven  thoufind,  molt  of  which  Titus  dif- 
pencil  through  the  Rtman  province*,  to  be 
deftroyed  in  the  theatres  hy  the  fword  and 
wild  beafU:  Eut  they  that  were  under  feren- 
tern  years  of  ago  were  fold,  17 d.  dc  bcL  Jad. 
Al#  C*  4P* 

p  Uiir  Lord  hereby  feems  to  ipikpate  that 


then  Jtrufakm  ftiould  he  rehniit,  and  the 
Jctvs  ^throd  to  their  own  country  and  city 
agrin  i  and  that  the  (trufi/cj  fhall  then  no 
fcnj'T  lord  it  over  them  ;  but  d!  nations 
(hafl  Row  hi  unto  them  ;  and  lhall  walk  in 
their  light,  rejoicing  in  God’s  mercy  to 
them,  and  (baring  in  all  fpirilual  bldting* 
with  *h cm, 

5  Theic  espreflions  may  be  fonfidered  in 
a  meiaPb&kat  &Mc,  relating  to  the  de¬ 
ft  mflia* 


Cb.  xxx. 


The  Evangetifi  Luke  par&pbrafid » 


the  fan,  arwl  In 
the  moon,  and  in 

the  fbn ;  and 
upon  the  earth 
diftrcfiof  nation  s, 
with  perplexity, 

the  fn  and  the 

Haves  roihig. 

xf  Men's  heart* 
failing  them  for 
feared  for  loot¬ 
ing  after  thole 
tiling  which  arc 
Coming  on  the 
earth ;  for  the 
power*  of  heaven 
£}»1J  be  (taken, 
iT  And  then 
frail  they  fee  the 
Son  of  man 
coming  in  a  cloud 
with  pft.wcr  and 
grtae  g lory. 


iS  And  when 
tilde  thing*  begin 
to  come  to  pafs, 
then  loot  upt 
&nd  lift  op  your 
heads;  for  your 
rtdem  ption  draw- 
<th  nigh. 


%p  And  he 
fpake  to  them  a 
parable  ,  Behold 
the  fig-tree,  and 
all  the  trwi ; 

30  'When  they 
now  (boot  forth, 
yc  foe,  and  know 
of  your  ova- 
fclvej,  that  Cum¬ 
mer  is  now  nigh 
at  hand* 

jl  So  tike  wife 
ye.  when  ye  lee 
thefc  thing*  come 
to  pals*  know  jc 

that 


of  the  fun,  mwii,  and  ftars,  the  heavens,  the  earth, 
and  the  fea  being  confounded,  and  the  whole  frame  of 
nature  diflblved  ;  and  then  the  nations  of  the  earth  will 
be  filled  with  conftemation  and  diftrefs;  and  the  hearts 
of  the  unbelieving  Jrws  will  be  utterly  funk  and  over-* 
whelmed  with  angutfh,  in  expectation  of  the  dreadful 
miferks  chat  are  coming  upon  them  :  And  at  the  clofe 
of  like  troubles  toward  the  end  of  the  world,  there 
(hail  be,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  a  difiblution  of  the  prefen t 
frame  of  the  heavens  and  of  the  earth*  (2  Pet*  Hi.  10,  11.) 

27  The  unbelieving  Jtuts  ihemf elves  (halt  then  fee, 
though  alas  too  late  !  that  Jefus  is  indeed  the  only  true 
Mefliah;  and  he  will  appear  in  fuch  a  folemn  manner, 
ab  fliall  fully  convince  every  one  of  bis  great  majefty, 
power,  and  glory,  to  the  y  v  of  his  faints,  and  the 
contufion  of  his  enemies:  And  thus  it  will  be  ftHl 
more  remarkable,  when  every  eye  (hall  fee  him  per- 
fonally  appearing  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  at  bis  co¬ 
ming  to  the  final  judgment, 

2#  Aud  whni  thefe  figns  of  JerufaUit?%  dcftru£lion 
begin  to  appear,  look  opward  by  faith  for  protection, 
fuppoit,  and  a  happy  iflue;  and  rejoice  with  exceeding 
joy,  in  the  near  profpcfl  of  approaching  mercy  to  you  \ 
for  tvhatfoevcr  becomes  of  others,  ye  may  be  fure  that 
your  deliverance  will  then  be  juft  at  hand,  and  that 
my  kingdom  fhall  fobn  be  exalted:  And  when  like  to¬ 
kens  of  the  laft  general  judgment  fhall  be  feen,  let  all 
my  dilciples  rejoice  in  a  believing  confidence,  that  they 
fhall  quickly  have  com  pleat  deliverance  from,  their  fins 
and  for  rows,  and  obtain  falvation  with  eternal  glory. 

29  And  for  an  i]  l  Lift  rat  ion  of  thefe  awful  things, 
Chrift  further  faid,  Obfetve  bow  they  may  be  reprefenr- 
ed  by  a  fimilitude  taken  from  the  fig-tree,  and  all  o 
ther  trees 

30  As  ye  now  fee  alt  nature  in  its  fprirg,  and  all 
the  trees  round  about  you  breaking  out  in  buds  and 
leaves  and  tender  fh  ;ots;  ye  are  fully  latisfied,  from 
your  own  obfervauon  of  things,  that  the  fu turner  is 
juft  now  coming  oik 

31  So  when  ye  (hall  fee  rhe  fore-mentioned  progno- 
fticks  come  to  pafs,  be  allured  upon  the  credit  of  my 
word,  that  the  deftruflion  of  the  Jewijb  temple  and 

city, 


NOTE. 


ft  tuition  of  Jcrufdcm  \  or  in  a  literal  fcnfc^ 
a*  they  may  relate  to  the  diflolution  of  all 
things  at  the  end  of  the  world;  And  ft  I 
have  represented  the  meaning  of  thefe  p  ada¬ 
ges,  according  to  thefe  different  ways  of  ap¬ 
plying  them. 

*  Ii  was  in  the  fprlogj  juft  before  thepaf* 


fovcr,  that  Chrift  fpokc  theft  words ;  and 
ft,  according  to  hfccufloro,  he  took  anoc* 
caflon  frofn  the  prtftnt  feaftn  of  the  year, 
when  all  the  tree*  were  budding  on  the 
mount  of  Otfvtj,  where  they  ihen^  were* 

(Mantu  xxiv.  3O  to  make  oft  of  this  fia i* 
lUuds- 


Cb.  ixi.  The  Eva ngeliji  Luke  paraph  fa/M.  2%t 


that  the  kingdom  city,  religion  anti  polity,  to  make  way  for  the  advance* 
°r  ^  **  H*ah  ment  of  my  kingdom  in  all  its  glory  through  the 
““"n  world,  will  be  then  juft  at  hand:  And  the  like  may 

be  obferved  in  after-days,  with  regard  to  the  di Ablution 
of  the  world,  to  introduce  the  iait  and  moft  exalted 


Verily  T  fay 
tinto  you,  'Fhis 
gc  nerat  too  flwh 
not  pafs  away, 

till  all  bcfulfilkd* 

31  Haven  and 
flit))  fhall  pals 
away ;  bat  my 
vo  d$  Hull  not 
a«y, 


34  And  take 
heed  to  your* 
fclvci,  left  at  any 
time  your  heart* 

t>r  overcharged 
with  forfeit  rrw* 
and  driui  kennels, 
and  cares  of  this 
life,  fr.nd  I*>  that 
day  come  upon 
you  unawares. 


35  For  as  a 

{am 


glory  of  the  Mefliah's  kingdom* 

32  As  to  the  events  which  particufoiTy  relate  to  the 
definition  of  Jerufalcm^  and  the  calamities  that  (hall 
precede  it,  1  tell  you  for  certain,  th^r  there  are  fome 
now  living,  who  nidi  not  be  carried  off  the  ftage,  till 
they  (hall  fee  every  onet  of  them  fully  accomplished* 

33  And  as  to  the  like  e vents,  which  will  go  before 
the  definition  of  the  world  at  the  laft  day,  I  further 
affiire  you,  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  viable  heavens, 
and  of  the  earth,  fhall  certainly  in  due  time  be  diflol- 
ved :  But  nothing,  that  I  have  foretold  you,  fhall  ever 
fail  of  a  punftuil  accomplifhment,  though  the  precifc 
time  for  thefe  laft  things  is  not  certainly  known  as  yet*. 
[Matth.  xxiv*  36.) 

34  Since  therefore  the  time  for  the  ditToIutiou  of  the 
whole  frame  of  nature,  and  for  the  final  judgment, 
will  as  certainly  come,  as  the  ddolation  of  the  fews* 
but  Done  knows  when  ;  fee  10  it  that  ye  never  indulge 
luxurious  and  intemperate  appetites,  in  eating  and 
drinking  to  excels,  nor  give  way  to  any  fenfual  and  ir¬ 
regular  pleafurcs,  which  will  bring  grear  guilt  upon  the 
conscience,  and  fiupify  and  unfit  you  for  all  fpiritual 
and  important  concerns ;  and  take  heed  that  ye  do  not 
greedily  involve  yourfelves  in  cares,  proje£b,  and  pur¬ 
suits  after  the  riches  of  this  world,  which  will  ingraft 
your  time  and  hearts,  and  fhut  out  better  things,  left 
the  day  of  God’s  dreadful  vengeance  ihould  rufh  upon 
you  before  ye  are  aware,  and  when  yc  will  be  worft  of 
all  prepared  for  it* 

35  For  the  folema  judgment  of  the  great  day,  as 

well 


N  O 

f  Tn  the  apoftlc  Jibs  and  others  did 
fee  and  forvive  this  dreadful  catiftropbe. 

*  TIua  fen [e  of  thde  words  teems  beft 
fuited  to  the  mixed  defign,  which,  as  ap¬ 
pears  to  mt,  our  .Lord  carried  on,  through 
this  difeoude,  to  notify  his  coming  to  de~ 
Jhoy  Ji rafikm^  and  to  judgv  the  world  at 
the  lift  day;  Far  as  noe  was  a  lively  type  of 
the  or  her;  fo  he  here  dechres  vhat  in  fa£t 
fhotild  be,  with  rcfpc£t  10  the  final  altera¬ 
tion  ukich  is  to  be  made  upon  the  whole 
face  of  nature,  and  To  palles  on  to  what 
moll  direfily  and  immeduicJy  relates  to  the 
gcucra!  judgment,  which  would  come  as  a 
lb  are  on  ail  them  that  dwell  on  the  face  of 


T  E  S, 

the  whole  earth,  T^r*  35,  and  of  which  he 

fays,  if Ut  /Li/  aV?/  /mu  ijwr  n&  jnjns 

it*  Ml  fie  attgfh  v  f  hm  u?ijt  txt  my  Fairer  on- 
ht  Matlh,  xxi'/-  3^.  thereby  intimating 
tiut  as  to  the  precilo  time,  when  that  day 
will  be,  it  ivat  then  a  lecrct  m  hU  Father’* 
own  breaft,  vti!c:i  lie  ii^I  nut  itvcdtd  h> 
any  mao  or  n%  not  to  the  Melljah 

himfVlf,  as  man,  at  Ituft  not  with  any  com- 
miflion  to  itvcal  u  to  others  at  ;  And 

an fwc table  to  this  ctmehiimn  uf  Ch rill's  pre¬ 
dictions,  relring  to  the  final  judgment,  be 
ditboorfed  at  lar"u  on  tint  fuhjcifc  in  the  next 
chapter.  xxv.)  See  (he  notes  oa 

Mat  til.  aixiv.  VLud  Mark  sill.  3*. 
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fhaic  (hill  St  come 
on  alt  then:  that 
dwdJ  on  the  face 
of  ibt  whole 
earth. 


1$  Watch  ye 
f Tier cf ore  T  and 
pny  always,  that 
ye  may  be  ac¬ 
counted  worthy 
to  efcape  alt  theft 
thingi  that  fliiU 
come  to  pafSj  and 
to  ftand  before 
the  Son  of  mao* 


1?  And  in  (fie 
4iy-tiinc  he  wat 
teaching  in  the 

temple.  And  at 

night  he  went 
optf  and  abode  hi 
the  mo\i at  that  is 
called  rbe  mount  of 
Gliirca* 

And  all  the 
people  came  ear* 
ly  in  the  morn* 
ing  to  him  in  the 

temple  for  to 
hear  hix&» 
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well  as  that  on  Jervfalem$  will  certainly  come  with 
fur  prizing  and  inevitable  ruin  to  all  carelef$,  fenfunl, 
and  woildly  minded  fitinerg,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  they  may  be:  And  juft  as  birds,  when  they  arc 
caught  in  a  fnarc,  are  frighred  ami  flutter,  but  cannot 
get  our ;  fo  they  will  be  fnared  in  an  evil  £iW,  vtken  it 
fuddenly  fails  upon  them j  (Ecclef,  is.  1 2.) 

36  lie  ye  therefore  always  in  a  wakeful,  drtum- 
fpe£t  temper,  ami  ftriftly  upon  your  guard  againlt  temp- 
rations  to  fin  on  one  hand,  and  dreadful  furprizes  on 
the  other;  and  be  mftant  in  daily  prayer  for  continual 
aififtance  unto  the  dife barge  of  every  duty,  and  depar¬ 
ture  from  every  iniquity,  that  ye  may  be  found  *  bear¬ 
ing  the  charaCter  of  thofe  whom  the  Mefliah  fhall  ad* 
judge  to  the  honour  and  privilege  of  efcaping,  not  on¬ 
ly  the  vengeance  which  (hail  be  executed  in  this  world, 
but  the  fling  of  death,  and  the  condemnation  of  the 
ungodly  at  his  awful  tribunal  intbehftday;  and  that 
ye  may  be  deemed  meet  to  (land  in  the  congregation 
of  the  righteous,  who  fhall  be  acquitted  by  him,  and 
have  bold  nc  fa  before  him  at  his  coming. 

37  Now  after  ChrilVs  public  entry  into  JerufakMt 
he  tonflumly,  for  a  little  while,  repaired  to  the  tem¬ 
ple  by  day,  that  he  might  preach  there,  and  retired  to 
the  mount  of  Olives  by  night,  that  he  might  have  the 
better  opportunities  for  private  devotion,  in  view  of  his 
approaching  death,’ and  that  he  might  not  be  flint  up 
within  the  walls  of  the  city,  aod-fo  be  taken  before  his 
appointed  time  was  folly  come. 

38  And  in  the  morning,  upon  his  return  to  the  tem¬ 
ple,  the  common  people,  either  out  of  curiofity,  or 
from  a  good  opinion  of  him,  flocked  thither  betimes 
in  great  multitudes,  that  they  might  he  ready  to  attend 
on  his  miniftry  ;  fo  that  be  always  had  a  crouded  audi¬ 
ence,  though,  alas  !  there  were  but  few  among  them 
who  received  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they  might  be 
faved. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


'  What  a  critical  notice  does  our  Lord  take  of  all  onr  offerings  and  of  all  the 
drcumltances  that  attend  them  1  And  who  can  think  of  hi?  awful  predi4ftf'kn£j 
and  their  accomplishment,  and  not  read  in  them  the  baviouraud  the  God,  ns 

alto 


NOTE 


*  Wir/jS;*  fn  the  fcnplutt-fcnfe  of  ihc 
term,  (bmerimes  rvhtc*  to  an  honour  pul 
upon  a  person,  as  when  it  fpeak?  of  bewg 
counted  worthy  ro  faflrr  fhame  for  Chriffc ; 
(Aftt  V.  41,)  and  ax.  other  time*  it  fignilrrs 
mrekneis,  and  what  U  becoming,  as  when 
when  to  are  laid  to  walk  worthy  of  God* 


and  of  the  vocation  wherewith  wc  arc  tailed, 
and  to  brinj»  ibnli  fruirs  worthy  of  repent* 
tan cc*  (1  ThcfT.  ii.  11*  Eph.  ir.  1.  and 
Luke  hi*  8*)  And  1b  tn  lie  KiiiRted  worthy 
to  dope,  i*  tu  have  the  honour  of 
and  to  be  fitted  vr  prepared  for  it* 


Ch*  xiii.  M*  Eitangilift  Luke  paraphrdfttL  51J 

alfo  the  demolition  of  the  Jtnijb  frame  of  worfhip,  with  the  temple  at  Jem* 
fattm*  and  the  eftabliffiment  of  a  new  difpcnlatiuii  of  grace  on  its  ruins  !  Cbfti- 
nate  tinners  may  well  expert  favere  judgments  upon  earth*  for  perfiftiug  in 
their  iniquities,  and  m  their  am  tempt  of  Chrifl  nud  hU  gofpel  ;  and  the  heavi* 
eft  definition  will  certainly  overtake  them  at  the  great  day,  unleft  they  fly  to  Jo 
fus,  and  cleave  to  him  in  oppoticion  to  all  other  pretended  Saviours,  though 
heaven  and  earth  fhall  pa 6  away*  his  wonts  fii*ll  utver  ;  but  his  thre&tnmga 
again  ft  the  wicked  as  welt  as  promifes  to  his  people,  wUi  have  a  fare  accompliflv 
incut :  And  O  how  will  hi*  freond  coming  be  to  the  iiUer  coiifution  of  the  oos^ 
ant)  the  unfpeakablc  joy  of  the  other  S  He  faithfully  gives  his  followers  notice* 
before -hand  of  their  dangers  and  deliverances;  and  whatever  tribulations  may 
befal  them  for  his  Cake,  from  the  great  eft  power*  on  eartb,  or  from  the  handa 
of  their  neareft  kindred  and  friends,  why  mould  they  be  terrified  or  difeoura- 
£ed  at  them  ?  All  fhnll  he  accom  par.ied  with  fpecial  aids;  and  turn  for  a  teftimony 
of  good  account,  to  the  honourof  their  Redeemer,  the  confutation  of  his  enemies* 
and  the  comfort  of  their  own  fouls ;  They  may  life  up  their  heads  and  rcjoice- 
for  their  redemption  draws  nigh ;  and  faith  and  patience  will  carry  them  fafe 
through  at)  difficulties,  in  their  way  to  the  belter  ft  ate,  which  (hall  faceted  the 
diifolution  of  ail  things  here,  Hut  O  how  dangerous  ar r  the  cares,  the  pleafures* 
and  ckccAcs  of  life,  and  what  need  is  there  ot  CGtiftani  Watchfidnefs  and  pray¬ 
er  agamftthero,  and  for  an  efcape  from  the  mi  tries,  and  an  arrival  to  the  biet* 
fcduefc-fpoken  of  in  the  word  of  God  !  And  how  happy  will  it  be  for  thofe,  who 
fhall  be  enabled  toftand  till,  and  to  Jtand  at,  the  appearing  of  Jefua  Cl* rift  hi  the 
clouds  of  heaven,  in  all  Imm^jcfty  and  glory  !  fn  order  hereunto,  may  we  have 
wifdom  to  difeem  the  ligns  of  the  times,  and  our  calls  to  auhver-iblc  duties  Ami 
nny  w n  attend  upon  go fpeUimnift rations  in  Rich  a  manner,  as  to  hear  that  oar 
fouls  may  Jive  1 
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Judas’s  betraying  bis  Lord,  i, — 6.  Chrifi’s  eating  his  laft  pajpn>er, 
7 , — i8.  His  inftituting  bis  /upper ,  iyt  20.  His  difeourfe  -with  bis 
uifcipUsy  21, —  ;8.  His  agony  in  the  gar  deny  39, — 46.  His  being 

apprehended,  47 , — 53.  Peter's  denying  him,  54, — 6i.  And  his  tri¬ 
al  and  condemnation  in  the  high-pri*ft's  ball ,  03, — 71. 


Ttxt. 

WOW  the  feed 
of  unleaven¬ 
ed  bread  drew 
n:tjb,  which  is 
tilled  the  paif- 

VV^  ♦ 


2  And  the 
chief  priefts  and 
i  bribes  fought 
hoTF  they  might 
kULhim-  far  they 
l>^rrd  the  poo- 
pic. 


Paraphrase, 


A  T  this  rime*  the  fourth  paflbvcr  after  Chri(l*$  bap- 
tifm*  at  which  according  to  the  determinate  coun* 
fcl  of  God  he  ffiouid  fufftr,  was  coming  on  within  two 
days,  ( Mark  xiv.  k)  and  was  Called  the  fcaft  of  unlea¬ 
vened  bread,  bccaufe  xhzjtws  were  to  have  no  leaven 
in  their  bread  or  houfes,  during  that  folemnity. 

2  And  then  it  was  that  the  (anhtdrim,  made  up  of 
chief  priefts  and  doctors  of  the  law,  together  with  the 
elders  of  the  people*  men  of  great  reputation  for  piety 
and  learning*  met  to  confult  how  they  might  moit  con* 
venicntly  apprehend  Jefus,  in  order  to  their  putting 
him  to  death  >  for  they  were  under  u  difficulty  about  it* 
becaufe  of  the  cxtraardinaiy  concourfc  of  people  at  than 
fcafon,  who  they  knew  had  a  high  veneration  and  clteem 
for  him,  and  who  they  were  afraid  would  take  his  parr* 


*the  Evaagelifi  Luke  parapbrafed.  Ch.  xxu.’ 


3  Then  enter- 
ed  Satan  into  Ju- 
du,  fimamed  Hr- 

Carku,  bring  of 
the  number  of 

the  twelve ! 


4  And  he  went 
his  way*  and 
communed  with 
the  thief  priefts 
and  explains »hbw 
he  might  betray 
him  \ into  them. 

5  And  they 
were  glad*  and 
covenanted  to 
give  him  money. 


6  And  he  pro- 
niifcd,  and  fought 

opportunity  to 
betray  him  unto 
them  in  the  ah- 
fence  of  the  mul¬ 
titude. 


y  Then  came 
the  day  of  un¬ 
leavened  bread* 
when  the  paff- 
over  muft  be  kill¬ 
ed. 

0  And  he  fcnt 
Peter  and  John, 
faying,.  Go  and 
prepare  us  the 
padbver,  that  wc 
may  cat* 


and  rife  up  in  arms  to  refeue  him  out  of  their  hands  ; 
and  therefore  they  refolded  to  attempt  it  not  by  open 
force,  but  privately  by  lhatagem,  ( Mark  xiv,  I,  2.) 

6  At  the  fame  time  Satan,  who  had  jet  them  to 
work,  itirred  op  the  corruptions  and  covetoufnefs  of  Ju¬ 
das  ffcariot ,  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  and  drew  him 
Into  a  treacherous  dcGgn  again!!  bis  Lord,  (fee  the 
note  on  John  xvli.  2J.)  and  it  pleafed  God  to  per¬ 
mit  it,  that  by  the  over-rulings  of  a  wife  and  holy 
providence,  he  who  was  the  true  pafchal  Lamb,-  might 
die  ar  the  very  time  of  the  pafTover,  and  before  many 
witneiTcs. 

4  Accordinglyxhis  bafe  and  perfidious  difciple,  know¬ 
ing  where  to  find  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  captains  of 
the  temple,  whom  they  had  called  in  to  their  afliftance, 
went  and  proffered  his  fervice,  by  making  a  propofal  a- 
bout  his  own  privately  and  eft'etlually  betraying  Chrift 
into  their  hands. 

5  And  they  no  fooner  heard  this,  but  were. mightily 
pleafed,  and  readily  accepted  the  oiler,  it  exafily  fall¬ 
ing  in  with  tbeir  own  fcheme ;  and  to  encourage  and 
bind  him  to  a  performance  of  this  projeff,  they  agreed 
to  give  bitn  a  fom  of  money,  to  the  value  of  thirty 
Ibekels  of  filver.  ( Mattb-  xrvj.  ij.  fee  the  note  there.) 

6  And,  though  this  offer  was  of  no  more  in  the  law, 
appointed  to  be  given  for  a  (lave,  (Exod.  xxu  32.)  this 
fordid,  covetous,  and  vile-fpirited  wretch  ft  ruck  a  bar¬ 
gain,  and  engaged  to  do  his  utmoft  to  deliver  Jefus  in¬ 
to  their  hands,  not  doubting  but  he  fhould  be  able  to 
accomplifh  the  horrid  defign:  And  from  that  time  for¬ 
ward,  he  watched  for  an  opportunity  of  letting  them 
know  the  place  of  ChrifVs  retirement,  that  they  might 
privately  come  upon  him,  when  none  of  the  people 
fhould  be  prefeut  to  make  an  Uproar,  or  attempt  his 

refeue. 

7  Then  came  on  the  fir  ft  day  of.nnleavened  bread, 
Mattb.  xsvi.  17.)*  on  which  the  Je-w;  were  obliged 
by  the  law  to  kill  the  pafchal  lamb,  in  order  to  eating 
it  at  the  evening,  which  belonged  to  the  following  day. 

8  And  as  our  Lord  caine  to  fulfil  all  righteoufiiefs, 
be  ordered  two  of  his  difciples,  Peter  and  John  by  name, 
to  go  before  him  into  JtrufaUm ,  and  there  to  get  every 
thing  ready  for  the  paffover,  which  he  defigned  to  cele¬ 
brate 


N  o 

*  Tt  is  obfemhle  that  our  Lord,  who  wus 
typified  by  the  pafchal  lamb,  liiflcral  at 
thu  pafloYtr  fur  the  redemption  of  life  |>eo- 
ple  j  food  was  friac ct  on  the  ver  j  day  (the 


T  E. 

fifteenth  of  the  month  on  *hich  Jf- 

rati  were  delivered  out  of  Fzjpt*  (Num1,  ■ 
uiieIU*  j. 


Cb.  xxlf. 


9  And  they 
unto-  him. 
Where  wilt  thou 
that  we  prepare  J 

vo  And  he  laid 
unto  them,  lie* 
hold,  when  yt  art 
entered  into  the 
city,  there  Dull  a 
in  on  meet  you, 
bearing  a  pitcher 
of  water;  follow 
him  into  the 
houfe  where  he 
entereth  in* 

ti  And  ye  Ihall 
fay  uxuo  the  good- 
man  of  the  houfe, 
The  Matter  frith 
untothec,  Where 
b  thcgHdl-dum- 
her,  where  1  Hull 

cat  the  poorer 
with  my  difd- 

plCif 

1 1  And  he  fhnil 
fiiew  you  a  krge 
npper-room  fur- 
ti  i  died  i  t  h  crc 
make  ready* 

ij  And  they 
vent,  and  found 

as  he  had  /kid 
uiifo  them:  and 
they  made  ready 

thepafloTcr* 

14  And,  when 
the  hour  was 
come,  be  fat 
down,  and  the 
twelve  apoftke 
with  hits* 

15  And  he  laid 
nnrothem,  Wfth 
defire  I  have  de- 
fired  to  «ai  this 
pa  Hover  with  you 
before  [  falTer* 


^Tht  Evangelift  Luke  paraphrased. 

brate  in  the  city,  together  with*  Ms  dUciples,  whom  be 
bad  taken  under  bis  care  and  charge  as  his  family* 

9  And  as  they  had  no  dwelling  of  their  pwn  there, 
they  defired  him  to  let  them  know  at  what  houfe  he 
would  pleafe  to  have  them  get  things  ready  for  that  for- 
vice*  r 

10  And  for  a  demon  lira tion  of  his  own  foreknow* 

T 

ledge  and  government  of  all  events,  as  well  as  for  their 
direction,  he  gave  them  this  token,  faying.  When  ye 
are  got  into  the  city,  obferve  a  man,  whom  ye  wiil 
meet  with,  carrying  a  pitcher  of  water ;  and  whate¬ 
ver  houfe  he  goes  into,  follow  him  thither*  (See  the 
note  on  WUtth*  ixvi.  18.) 

1 1  And  as  foon  as  ye  enter  the  houfe,  tell  the  honeft 
man  who  keeps  it,  that  I,  your  Lord  and  Mailer,  fent 
you  to  afle  him  for  a  proper  room  for  me  and  my  difei- 
ples,  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamb  together. 

12  And  ye  need  not  fear  bis  King  offended,  or  his 
refuting  you  a  fui table  accommodation  ;  for  as  foon  as 
ye  have  told  him  this,  he  will  immediately,  without 
making  any  difficulty  of  the  matter,  conduct  you  to  a 
large  chamber,  which  is  proper  for  your  purpofe  :Thert' 
prepare  all  that  is  needful  in  order  to  our  celebrating 
that  ordinance. 

13  Accordingly  tbefe  two  difciplcs,  believing  ths 
words  he  had  fpoken,  went,  and  found  that  every  cir- 
c  urn  fiance  punctually  anfwered  his  predi&ton  j  and  in 
that  room  they  made  everything  ready  again  Cl  his  arri¬ 
val  to  eat  the  pafiover. 

14  And  when,  after  fur-fet,  the  latter  evening  came 
on,  which  was  the  time  appointed  in  the  law  for  the 
Jews  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamb,  (fee  the  note  on  Nattb* 
xx vj.  20.)  Jtfus  came  to  this  houfe,  and  fat  down 
with  his  twelve  apoftles  to  fupper* 

15  And  whilll  be  was  fitting  with  them  round  the 
table,  he  faid  unto  them,  I  have  mod  came  Illy  looked 
and  longed  for  the  time  in  which  I  might  eat  this  my 
lad  paflover  with  you  before  my  death ;  1  know  my  bit- 
tereft  fufferings  arc  now  juft  at  hand,  by  which  I  fliali 
finifti  the  great  work  of  redemption  ;  and  fuch  is  my 
delight  to  „do  my  Fathers  will,  that  I  have  as  eagerly 
wifhed  for  this  time  of  fulfilling  it,  as  if  no  terrors 
were  to  attend  it;  and  I  am  glad  that  it  is  now  fo  near, 
and  that  I  have  this  opportunity  of  freely  opening  my 
heart,*  and  giving  you  fome  ufeful  and  comfortable 

counfei 

T  E. 

which  follow  in  thii  chapter*  anti  in  the  iliir* 
teen tli  and  fourteenth  of  Ivhn  *  to  which  ho 

P  ‘  id* 


N  O 

*  It  i*  obTcfnble,  that  at  thi*  time  he  de¬ 
livered  thole  cxccLlaot  difeonrfes  to  them, 
Yo  L*  If.  t 


a  iC  The  EvangeSJl  Iv  kb  faraphrafid Cb.uii. 


xS  For  I  fij 
unto  yon,  I  v;fl 
not  any  more  cat 
thereof,  until  \t 
be  fulfilled  in  the 
kingdom  of  Gcd< 


jj  And  he  took 
the  cup,  and  guv* 
thanks,  and  laid. 
Take  this,  and 
divide  il  among 
youifdvcs* 


iS  For  1  f&y 
unto  you,  I  will 
not  drink  of  the 
fruit  of  the  vine, 
until  the  king* 
dom  of  God  (LaJi 
come. 


ip  And  he  took 
bread,  and  gave 
thanks,  and  brake 
if,  ;snd  gave  unto 
then  f  faying , 
Tniv  is  my  b'ldy 
w|i(rh  is  giver  for 
yon :  this  do  in 
remembrance  of 
Oic* 


counfel  alone,  juft  before  I  am  to  bleed  and  die  for  yon 
and  to  be  taken  from  you. 

16  For  I  allure  you,  that  I  lhall  never  have  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  eating  another  paflbver  with  yon,  dll  its  types 
and  figures  ftiall  be  really  accomplifhed  in  me,  the  true 
pafcbal  Lamb,  and  their  fubftance  or  -antitype  thail  tale 
place  in  that  gofpel-ktngdom,  which  1  am  come  10  fet 
up,  and  in  which  I  will  inftitute  another  ordinance  to 
fuperfede  this ;  nor  till  at  length  we  (hall  delightfully 
commemorate,  in  the  kingdom  of  glory,  that  greater 

redemption  from  fin  and  wrath  by  my  death,  which 

was  typified  by  the  deliverance  of  Ifratl  out  of  Egypt. 

17  And  Chrift,  as  was  ufually  done  by  tbe  matter 
of  thr  family  at  this  feaft,  took  a  cop  of  wine  into  his 
hand,  and  gave  thanks  in  a  folemn  manner  to  God  his 
Father;  and  then  drinking  part  of  it,  delivered  the  reft 
to  his  difciples,  ordering  them  to  hand  it  round,  and 
partake  of  it  in  their  turns. 

1 8  For,  laid  be,  I  again  tel!  you,  that  I  (hall  never 
have  an  opportunity  of  drinking  the  pafchal  cup  any 
more,  till  this  divine  inftitution  (hall  be  fuperfeded  by 
a  redemption  from  all  fpiritoal  and  eternal  evils,  ana 
by  another  ordinance,  in  the  gofpel-ftate,  to  com  memo- 
rate  it,  which  was  prefigured  by  that  deliverance  of  If- 
rati,  in  remembrance  of  which  the  paflbver  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  has  been  obferved  to  this  day;  and  front 
henceforth  I  will  rejoice  with  you  in  no  otner  falvation, 
than  that  which  ye  (hall  enjoy  with  me  for  ever  in  the 
kingdom  of  glory.  (See  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvi.  29.) 

ip  As  loon  as  the  pafchal  (upper  was  ended,  our  Lord 
again  took  bread  into  his  bands;  and,  fetting  it  apart  by 
thankfg*  ving  and  prayer  ibr  a  religious  purpoTe,  he  broke 
and  dillributed  it  among  bis  difciples  f>  faying,  ( t  Cor. 
xi.  24.)  This  is  what  1  appoint  to-be  henceforth  the  me¬ 
morial  of  my  body’s  being  broken  by  terrible  fofferings 
in  your  Head,  as  freely  given  up  to  death  for  your  re¬ 
demption,  and  made  over  to  you  for  falvation :  From  this 
time  onward  to  my  fecood  coming,  eat  ye  bread,  with 
faith,  thankfulnefs,  and  joy,  in  perpetual  re nembrancC 
of  my  dying  for  you,  even  as  ye  have  hitherto  eat  the 
paflbver,  in  commemoration  of  JfraeP s  deliverance 
from  *  Egyptian  miferies. 

20  In 


NOTES. 

lUi)  added  thole  in  the  fifteenth  and  fiitcentli  fit  it  apart  to  laoednfi,  tint  they  night  talc 
nf  that  F.Mnjwlift,  is  fbon  u  he  went  out  of  and  cat  It.  See  the  note  on  Mart  xw.  la¬ 
the  htrofe  to  (he  mount  of  Olivrt.  *  At  Chrift  had  juft  DOW  Celebrated  the  paf- 

t  He  did  not  Hand  at  an  altar  (o  offer  a  la-  dial  fupper,  which  was  called  the  paflbver  ; 
rrifice  to  God,  that  hi*  diiciple*  might  adore  lo.  In  the  like  lacramcnta)  language,  be  call* 

lha  bread ;  but  Le  fi:  at  acvmnwn  table,  and  tbit brndliix body:  And ll«» cirsutnftan  of 

ilfitf 


a.  ixiu 


7l (f  Svingttifl  Lace'  paraphrafed, 


2*7. 


’  1  a  Lifcewifi  -  ao  in  like  manner,  after  the  pafcbal  flipper,  and  after 
dTo  the  cup  after  ‘eating ^  bread  in  thin  new-  induction,  be  took  a  cap  of 

*ii  i£  vine  10  his  hand  f  i  and,  having  likewifc  folemnly  fet 
new  tefanent  in  this  apart  for  facred  life  by  tbankfgiving.  and  prayer,  he 

is Ihe^r&ar  'on'*'  8aTC  to  !**•  difciples,  faying,  l)rink  ye  all  of  this, 
IS  *  ^U*  (Afatih.  xxvi.  27*))  for  1  appoint  that,  from  this  .time 

forward,  your  drinking  wine,  in  this  ordinance,  ihall  be 
ft  perpetual  memorial  of  the  confirmation  of  the  new 
covenant  by  my  blood,  as  Hied  for  the  reroilfion  of  your 
fins,  inftead  pf  drinking  wine,  at  the  pafchal  fupper,  in 
commemoration  of  IfrasFo  great  deliverance  *. 
it  But,  behold,  ti  Bat  while  they  were  celebrating  the  pafTovcr  $, 

{Maith.  TXVU  21,  md  Afark  riv.  18.)  Jefas,  knowing 

it  with  me  00  the  the  mod  fecret  defign  of  Judas's  heart  againft  him,  rook 
table.  an  opportunity  to  give  them  an  alarming  hint  about  it, 

faying,  Behold,  -one  of  you,  my  molt  intimate  and  fa¬ 
miliar  friends,  who  ate  now  fitting  with  me  at  table, 
will  perfidioufly  betray  me  into  the  hands  of  mine  ene¬ 
mies,  according  to  that  antient  prophecy,  (Pfal.  xli.  9.) 

Mitts  own  familiar  frisndt  which  did  eat  of  my  bread,  has 


ix  And  truly 
the  Son  of  man 

£ith,  u  tt.woi 

attlnd;  bnt 


wo 


lift  up  his  hctl  againfl  me* 

32  And  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  T,  the  Mefliah, 
am  juft  now  going  freely,  and  not  by  conftrainr,  to  the 
jdace,  where  I  Ihall  be  apprehended  in  order  to  my  lad 
fufferings  and  deaths  accoraingto  the  dete  nuina  tc  coonfel 
nd  .fordmdwfodge  of  God,  and  various  prophecies  in 
the  Old  Teftament,  concerning  me :  But,  though  (he 
wicked nefs  of  the  traitor  will  he  overruled,  by  the  wif- 
dona  of  God,  to  accompli  (h  his  own  moft  gracious,  holy, 
and  eternal  purpofe  for  the  redemption  of  the  church  ; 
this  is  no  excufe  for  that  man’s  Gn,  who  a £h  upon  the 
worft  of  principles,  without  any  knowledge  of,  or  intent 

tioa 


NOTES. 

JtTdf  ms  fufiSacnt  to  prevent  my  rottlabe,  as  Maabr*  and  Merk't  placing  and  ex  pee  fling 
If  this  brad  were  his  red  body  my  mm  Ctnifl**  dlfixuric  on  tbb  eteafiou,  as  if  ic 
than  the  pafcbat  hmb  was  really  the  paflovef.  at  the  pafchai  flipper,  and  not  ai  the 
(See  the  note  oh  Match*  xxvi*  *&)  lord’s  Copper,  that  he  gave  thisnotice ;  F  or 

f  Htn  i)  01  undeniable  figure,  whereby  they  both  Kprefatt  this  intimation,  as  made 
the  cup  is  pot  for  the  wine  in  the  cop;  and  while  they  wit  tiling  the  patchrl  fupprr,  and 
this  b  called  the  new  teftameot  in  ChrilTs  bring  it  in  before  our  Lord's  proceeding  10 
blood,  which  could  not  po&bly  mean*  that  the  inftjttttbn  of  his  flipper  £  And  they  tell 
It  wistheiicw  teftamem  itfrli,  but  only  the  us,  that  he  notified  the  perflm  who  would 
fal  of  itf  and  the  fign  or  memorial  of  (hat  betray  him,  by  faying  that  it  waa  hr  wb#  dip* 
blood  which  was  filed  to  Confirm  it-  prrf  *1  band  with  Um  in  tht  &fi,  which  codd 

*  Thb  appears  come  to  be  a  plain  and  relate  to  no  other  than  the  pafrhal  fopper; 
eafir  account  of  the  iiatorv  and  defign  «f  this  xtvi*  a  r » *  J*  and  Afjri  xiv,  1 S,  ao.) 

hflitudon;  and  equally  overthrows  the  And  lair himfclf here  exp  reffcs  itby thrift’s 
Popfh  doftrint  of  traufablbrntfattoo,  which  faying,  that  the  traitor’s  hand  was  vtiib  him 
t$  contrary  to  ihe  very-  nature  of  a  memorial,  e®  thetahift  which  (cams  to  refer  rather  to  the 
ns  well  as  is  full  of  all  imaginable  abfiuditats,  matuiarof  eating  the  paflover,  chan  the  Lord** 
and  direa  wulradiftkms.  flipper*  See  the  note  on  Mar*  xiv-  ao. 

$  It  Jteras  by  the  way  of  the  mngplifts 

Pa 


228 

wo  unto  that 
by  who tn  he  is 
betrayed » 


7T>e  Evangeliji  Luke  paraphrased* 


Ch.  xxiu 


i>  And  thry 
begin  to  inquire 
unwng  them* 
fclvcv  vhith  of 
than  it  was  that 
fhould  do  this 
tiling* 


14  And  there 
was  dfr  a  drift 
among  them  B 
which  of  them 
fbould  be  ac¬ 
counted  thegicat- 

dL 


15  And  he  faid 
unto  there,  The 
kings  of  the  Gen- 
tiles  exercifc  lord - 
ibip  over  them; 
a,nd  they  that  ex- 
creife  authority 
u|»n  them  are 
called  benefac¬ 
tors* 


itf  Hvxytjball 
not  he  fo :  but  he 

ibitt  15  grtairft 
umong  you  let 
him  he  as  the 
younger;  and  he 
that  ts  chief,  as 
he  that  doth 
few* 


ay  For  whe¬ 
ther 


tion  to  fulfil  this  purpofe;  and  therefore  the  moth  terri¬ 
ble  of  all  woes  belong  unro,  and  ihati  be  inflidied  upon 
him,  who,  under  a  cloak  of  difciplelbip  and  friendfhip, 
will  treacberoufly  deliver  me  up  to  my  cruciHcrs. 

23  Upon  ChrilFs  giving  fo  plain  and  moving  a  bint 
as  this,  all  the  difciples,  except  Judas ,  were  (hocked 
and  grieved  to  think,  that  any  among  them  fbould  ever 
go  into  fo  bale  a  villany  againft  their  Lord ;  they  were 
humbly,  jealous  of  tbeir  own  hearts,  left  they  fhould  de¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  were  exceeding  felicitous  to  cleat  them - 
feives,  and  to  know  wbo.it  was  that  fhould  be  guilty  of 
this  horrible  wickedneis, every  one  of  them  faying,  Lord 
is  it  I  ?  {Matth.  nvi,  2a.) 

24  A  little  before  this  time  likewife,  the  difciples, 
having  entertained  carnal  notions  about  Ch  rift’s  king¬ 
dom,  difeovered  great  emulation,  and  entredinto  warm 
debates,  which  of  them  fhould  have  the  higheft  polls  of 
truft  and  honour  under  him  ;  one  and  another  pretend¬ 
ing  that  the  pre-eminence  belonged  t6  himfelf,  either 
on  account  of  his  fuperior  age,  or  talents,  or  inter  eft  in 
their  Mailer’s  favour, 

25  And  *  our  Lord  gave  them  a  gentle  reproof  for 
it,  faying,  !□  the  kingdoms  of  tbis  world,  among  the 
heathens,  who  have  no  higher  views  than  what  relate 
to  the  prefent  life,  every  one  is  aiming  to  be  uppermoft-; 
Icings  and  emperors  are  -exceeding  ambitious  of  autho¬ 
rity  and  power  over,  their  fubjeds,  and  over  one  another 
and  they  that  have  the  greateft  interefl,  influence,  and 
power,  and  the  larged  purfe,  are  mod  highly  honoured, 
and  readily  fubmitted  to  j  and  io.all  this  they  would  fain 
pafs  for  common  benefa&ors. 

26  But  fuch  a  temper  and  fuch  views.muft  not  be  in¬ 
dulged  among  yon,  tbe  fubjc&$  of  my  kingdom,  the 
nature  and  defign  of  which  is  fpiritual :  If  therefore  any 
would  be  great  and  eminent  under  me,  whatfoever  his 
(landing,  privileges,  <y  attainments  may  be,  he  mull 
not  aim  at  worldly  pomp  and  authority,  "but  mull  be 
willing  to  condefeend  to  perfons  of  low  degree,  andfub* 
mit  to  the  meaneft  offices  of  love  and  lcindnefs ;  and 
mull  labour  to  promote  their  edification,  and  help  tbeir 
joy,  as  if  he  himfelf  were  (he  youngeft  among  bis  bre¬ 
thren,  and  were  indeed  their  fervant. 

27  For  ye  fhould  learn  of  me,  who  am  meek  and 

lowly 

T  K. 

ij* - iS,  itid  Mark  4*,—™ 4J,}  And 

ihk  oaturdily  atcoiii»5 for  Luke*  plating  thii 
part  of  tlic  biliary  In  a  different  order  from 
thole  Evaogrfiltf. 


NO 

*  I  fee  no  ahfiudity  in  Aippofing  rlut  our 
blcilcd  Lord,  upon  walhing  lii>  difciples  feet* 
reminded  them  of  hit  late  ritfcouric  to  them 
aiming  at  pre-eminence.  (  Malta-  xx* 


Cb.xxu* 


Tbe  EvangeUJl  Luke  parapbrafed,  229 


thaii  pater,  he 
that  utteth  at 
meat,  or  ho  tbit 
fcrrerh?  £r  not  he 
that  firteth  «t 
not  ?  but  t  tot 
among  you  v  he 
that  iervetha 


18  Ye  ue  they 
orhkh  haTcotHH 
tinned  wnb  me 
an  my  tempta* 

tioa$; 


And  1  ap* 
pocDt  unto  you  a 
kingdom,  n$  niy 
Funer  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  unto  me ; 

ID  ThatyCtnay 
cu  atid  drink  At 


my  rih[e  in  my 
kingdom,  and  ut 
on  thrones,  judg¬ 
ing  the  twelve 
tribes  of  IfaeL 


31  And  the 
Lord  frid^Simon, 
Simon, 


lowly  of  heart :  Which  is  moft  honourable,  he  who 
fits  at  table,  and  is  waited  upon  ;  or  be  who  Hands, 
and  waits  upon  him  ?  *Ye  will  readily  agree,  that  the 

pre-eminence  belongs  to  the  former  of  thefe :  But  I, 
your  Lord  and  Mafter,  am  fo  far  from  taking  Hate  u- 
pon  tnyfrlf,  or  indulging  mine  own  eafe,  that  I  hare 
fubmmed  to  the  form  of  a  fervant,  and  performed  all 
offices  of  condcfcenfion,  lore,  and  fervice  to  you,  as 
if  I  were  your  inferior*.  If  therefore  ye  would  be 
truly  great  in  my  kingdom,  follow  my  example  in 
all  poffiblc  condefcenAon,  mccknefs,  and  kind  nets  to¬ 
wards  one  another,  as  there  may  be  oppoi tunnies  and 
occaGods  for  them. 

28  Ye  have  hitherto  attended  me  in  my  trials,  a- 
bafement,  and  fuffe  rings,  wherein  ye  have  feen  no¬ 
thing  like  the  pomp  and  glory  of  this  world,  or  any  af- 
fedarion  of  it ;  nor  have  I  given  you  any  promt fes  re¬ 
lating  to  it;  and  yet  ye  have  not  been  difeouraged  from 
abiding  with  me:  Go  on  then,  not  with  Handing  the 

further  fuffvrings  ye  may  fee  in  me,  and  undergo  ycur- 
felves,  to  maintain  yonr  adherence  to  me,  and  the  in¬ 
tends  of  my  kingdom,  in  expectation  of  what  is  every 
way  better  than  all  the  riches  and  grandeur  of  this  life. 

29,  30  And  as  my  Father  has  appointed  to  me,  in 
my  office-charaCter,  a  fpi ritual  kingdom  on  earth,  and 
a  glorious  kingdom  on  high  f :  I,  in  like  manner,  ap¬ 
point  unto  you  honours  and  bleffings  of  a  fpi  ritual  na¬ 
ture  in  my  gofpel- kingdom  here,  and  in  heaven  here¬ 
after  ;  that  ye  may  have  the  dignity  and  delight  of  in¬ 
timate  communion  with  me,  like  the  nobles  of  a  king¬ 
dom,  who  are  admitted  to  eat  and  drink  with  their 
prince  at  his  table;  and  that  ye  may  have  the  honour 
and  authority  of  publishing  and  iaforcing  the  laws  of 
my  kingdom  on  earth,  to  bind  the  consciences  of  all 
the  tribes  of  lfracl%  and  of  publicly  approving  of  my 
fcocence  upon  them,  and  confenting  to  it  as  righteous, 
in  the  final  judgment. 

31  And  yet,  to  humble  them  for  their  contentions 
about  dignities,  our  bleded  Lord  forewarned  them  of 
the  offence  which  they  would  take  at  bis  approaching 
fufferings,  ( Mat .  xxvi.  31.);  and,  turning  to  Petcfy 

he 


N  O  T  E  S. 

*  Tt  Teems  as  if  Chriit  were  fitting  at  table  darilyto  all  ChrifTs  ft  r  vines  and  difciplci, 
when  he  fpokethefe  wonts,  and  thrt  munc-  whale  fpiritaal  powers,  honours  andddight*. 
dutcly  afterwards  lie  rofcatid  uaflied  IrisdU-  arc  here  represented  in  figurative  terms,  uiih 
ripics  feel ;  in  account  of  which  \\c  hive  nfpeft  to  their  uhfKiccmi  iii  in  the  kingdom 
J'Jw  xiii.  4,  $.  of  grace  here,  and  xu  the  khi^Sonj  of  jlo:y 

f  Thefe  exprelTioas  feem  to  he  primarily  Itcrc^dtr. 
apidursMe  to  the  twslvc  apuftScs*  and  itraii- 


J 
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Simon,  behold, 

Safin  hath  ddlr- 
■ 

ed  te  have  ymi, 
that  he  may  lift 
j?w  u  wheats 


31  Bot  I  have 

prayed  for  thee, 
that  thy  fat  b  fVi 
not :  and  when 
thnv  art  convert¬ 
ed  Artngthta  thy 
brttlutn. 


'33  And  he  Aid 
unto  Kim,  Lord, 
I  am  ready  to  go 
with  thee  both  in¬ 
to  prifyn,  and  to 
death* 


34  And  he 

f»btt  1  tell  thee, 
Peter,  the  cock 
itull  not  crow, 
this  day,  before 

thou  Oult  tbnee 

deny  that  thou 
hnoweft  me. 


3f  And  he 
Aid  oni o  them, 
When  1  lent  you 
without 


he  fpoke  to  him,  and  bp  him  to  them  alt,  frying  with 
great  earneftnefs,  Simon,  Simon  *,  attend  ro  what  I 
am  going  to  tell  yon :  The  devil  has  an  evil  defigp  tt- 
pon  you  and  the  reft  of  my  diiciples ;  and,  be* 

ing  exceedingly  defirous  ro  have  you  a&  in  his  power, 
has  alked  leave  to  frarch  and  lhake  you,  like  wheat, 
when  it  is  winnowed.;  and,  in  a  very  little  time,  he 
will  take  advantage,  from  my  fnffierings  and  death,  to 
hurry  and  fright  you,  that  ye  may  Sing  up  your  pro* 
feflion,  faith,  and  hope,  and  may  forfake  and  reje&  me. 

32  But  as  I  know  that  bis  fiercclt  afiaulrs  and  giea* 
teft  prevalence  will  be  on  thee,  Peter,  I  particularly 
allure  thee  of  my  having  prayed  for  thee,  that  how 
terribly  foever  thy  faith  may  be  ihaken,  it  may  not  be 
utterly  and  finally  deftroyed  ;  And  when  thou  (halt  be 
recovered,  by  a  fort  of  fecond  converfion,  from  thy  ap~ 
proaching  fall,  fee  that  tbou  improve  thine  own  expe* 

rienoe  for  the  oonnfel  and  caution  of  thy  fellow-  chri- 
ftlans  and  miniftero,  again  ft  temptation,  and  for  their 
relief  and  comfort  under  it,  and  reftoration  after  they 

may  have  been  overcome  by  it. 

33  Peter  replied  with  too  much  fejf-con  fide  nee,  tho* 
with  an  boneft  heart,  which  meant  as  he  laid.  Lord, 
I  fear  no  temptations  of  Satan ;  but  am  prepared  lor 
all  events,  and  fully  refolved  to  (land  by  thee,  and  take 
my  fullering  lot  with  tbee,  though  it  (hould  be  unto 
imprifonment,  and  death  itfrif :  Be  nly  trials  ever  fo 
great,  J  never  will  defert  or  dtfown  thee. 

34  Then,  to  warn  him  of  the  dcccitfulnefe  of  his 
own  heart,  our  Lord  faid,  Notwith Handing  all  thefe 

high  profellions  of  refolutioo  and  courage,  zeal  and 
friendihip,  I  tell  tbee,  Peter  f,  that  this  very  day  on 
which  vre  are  now  entered,  even  before  the  time  of 
cock*  crowing  in  the  morning,  tbou  wilt  pofuively  de¬ 
ny,  three  times  over,  that  thou  ever  hadft  the  lew  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  me. 

35  And,  that  be  might  (till  further  lead  hisdjfcl- 
ples  to  an  expectation,  of  a  near  approach  of  dangers 

and  fufferings,  he  reminded  them  that,  when  be  bad 

formerly  [Mat.  x.  9,  10.)  fent  them  forth  to  preach 

the 


NOTES. 

*  Chrsft  here  feeing  to  call  him  by  UU  better  thin  Peter  knew  Mmfrlf;  and  char, 
former  name  £1*0*,  and  not  Peter *  which  to  huipble  him,  he  would  iotfer  him  to  fall 
lignifiesa  Rock,  btxiulc  what  he  washing  vervftroly,  tliough  he  had  prayed  iluibis 
to  fay  to  him  was  an  argument  of  hi*  in  fir-  faith  fhoold  not  utterly  fail.  See  the  notes 
uiitYr  and  not  of  his  ftafriliry  or  (length  :  on  Mat/b*  xxvi.  34,  and  Afar!  siv*  30,  for 
And  hac  is  a  plain  aliuGou  to  the  blftory  of  reconciling  the  different  ways,  in  atiich  tito 

chap,  i,  ii.  ifrangdiib  ttprdftd  the  ticnc  here  r»£cr 

j-  Chrut  hereby  tbeured  that  he  knew  Peter  fed  to. 


Clu  nib 

without  puric, 
and  foip ,  and 
0iocs,  lacked  ye 
any  thihe  ?  And 
tb*y  iaid  No¬ 
thing* 
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3*  Then  fiid 
be  unto  iben  , 
But  now  he  that 
Jitth  a  porfe*  let 
him  take  if,  and 

iikcwlic  Ah  trip; 
and  he  that  hath 
no  ■  fwovd,  let 
him  fell  hb  pr* 
mait,  and  buy 
one- 

3T  For  1  fay 
unto  you,  that 
thtt  that  is  writ* 
ten  mull  yet  be 
aecompti Hied  in 
me.  And  he  «a* 
reckoned  among 

the  tnmfgrcflbri 

Tor  the  things 
concerning  me 
have  in  cud 


38  And  they 
faid,  Lord,  be¬ 
hold,  hoc  are  two 
f words.  And  he 
Ja id  unco  them. 
It  is  enough. 


the  gofpel,  be  ordered  (hem  not  to  male  any  proviGon 
for  themfclves  of  money,  or  vi&nale,  or  of  more 
Ihoes  or  clothes  than  they  had  on,  or  of  weapons  for 
their  defence  i  but  to  depend  entirely  upon  Providence 
for  their  fupply  and  fafery  ;  And  he  alked  them,  whe¬ 
ther  when  they  went  out,  in  thofe  circumftanccs,  they 
they  ever  fuffered  a  want  of  any  thing  that  was  need* 
ful  for  them  ?  to  which  they  replied.  No,  none  at  all. 

36  Then  laid  be  unto  them,  But  now  things  will 
immediately  take  fuch  a  perilous  turn,  and  ye  will  be 
lo  friendless  and  expo  fed,  that  ye  had  need  have  both 
money  and  food  before-hand  for  the  nec diaries  of  life, 
and  fwords  too  for  your  defence  again!!  the  enemies 
that  are  coming  upon  you :  Tea,  your  danger,  wiil  be 
Jb  exceeding  great,  that  ye  would  be  glad  even  to  part 
with  your  coats  on  your  backs  for  a  fword  to  defend 
you  againft  it  ** 

37  For  I  tell  you,  that  there  are  Hill  antient  prophe¬ 
cies,  concerning  the  Mefiiah’s  ignominious  and  bitter 
fufferinga  and  death,  which  mull  be  fulfilled  in  me  $ 
as  particularly  that  he  mull  be  looked  upon,  and  trear- 
ed  as  a  tranlgreiTor,  and  mull  fuffer  and  die  under  all 
the  infamy  of  that  cbaraQer,  in  company  .with  the  vi¬ 
le!!  malefaOors :  For  the  time  is  now  juft  at  hand, 
wherein,  according  to  God’s  eternal  council,  all  di¬ 
vine  predictions  relating  to  my  bearing  the  fin  of  many* 
(Ifa.  liii.  t2.)  mull  have  tbeir  complete  accomplilh- 
ment,  that  I  may  finilh  the  work  which  my  Father 
gave  me  to  do,  and  that  all  may  end  welt  for  me  and 
them. 

38  Upon  this,  the  difciples,  underftanding  Chrift 
to  have  fpoken  literally  of  uling  the  fword  for  defence 
againft  their  enemies,  faid  to  him.  Lord,  we  are  rea¬ 
dy  to  obey  thy  orders ;  fee,  here  are  two  fwords  a- 
monglt  ue :  Shall  we  take  care  to  get  more,  that  we 
may  all  be  armed  againft  any  aflauh  upon  thee  or  us  ? 
bur  he  having  intended  only  to  intimate,  by  the  fym- 
bol  of  the  fword,  how  great  their  danger  was,  replied, 
Thefe  two  are  fu&cient  to  anfwer  the  inftrufllve  defign 
for  which  I  mentioned  them  :  Let  me  therefore  hear 
do  mere  of  your  providing  fuch  fort  of  weapons  for 

your 

T  E. 

no t  rtptl  thorn,  but  by  the  power  of  the 
fword-  For  he  afterwards  fitid,  (i/rr.  3ft,) 
that  J  wrds  vptg  w.  hicli  could 

not  be  true,  if  their  armed  entmtet  were  to 
he  refitted  by  Ibrcc;  and  when  /V-'^uhnI  a 
fword  in  th^  wav,  Cfitirt  Kj'roicd  ium  leu 
t:*  (Matth,  xxxl*  $z*) 


N  O 

*  It  ftcow  as  if  wlut  Chrift  Gid  about 
nnitig  fword*  were  to  be  iiDdcrifood  not 
lutrally,  ju  an  order  to  buy  them,  but  em- 
Uvmaricilly,  as  an  mtinistbn  of  duikers 
coming  on,  which  would  be  fn  extreme,  that 
the  difciples  had  need  be  util  pttrvjdcd  a* 
plnft  rh«u,  and  would  think  tha?  they  could 
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your  defence  and  vi&ory,  as  if  my  kingdom  were  of 
this  world  *. 


30  Ami  he  came 
out,  and  went,  as 
he  was  wont,  to 
the  m  tiu  hi  of 
Olives ;  and  his 
diitiples  alfo  fol- 
lowu]  him. 


40  And,  when 
he  was  it  the 
pUcc,  hefaid  un¬ 
to  them,  Fray, 

that  yt  enltr  not 
into  leinptoioa. 


4t  And  he  w« 

uilhd  ravrn  from 

t  hem  about  a 
floods  ciO,  and 
kneeled  do  wd  and 
yrayed, 

frying,  Fa¬ 
ther,  if  thou  be 
wilting,  tonuve 
thiscuprrora  me: 

IKvcrtheJcJs,  not 

my  *ili,buuhi;ie 
ted one. 


4}  And  there 

appeanrd  an  atioel 
unto  him  Horn 
heaven,  ftrenyk- 
cuhig  him* 


39  After  thefe  difeourfes  Chrifl  vent  out  of  the 
room,  where  he  had  eaten  the  pafchal  Iamb,  and  cele¬ 
brated  the  Lord’s  flipper  j  and,  night  being  come  on, 
he,  according  to  cuftom,  retired  to  the  mount  of  Olives ; 
and  all  his  difctples  accompanied  him  thither,  except 
Judast  who  before  had  gone  from  (upper,  in  order  to 
his  betraying  him  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  {Jtbn 
xiti.  30.) 

40  And  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  a  place  called  Gtih- 
femanef  ( Atatth ,  xxvi*  36*)  which  was  at  the  foot  of 
the  mount  of  Olives  t  he  found  his  dtfciples  were  heavy 
for  fl*ep  ;  and,  to  roufe  them,  laid,  This  is  not  a  time 
to  indulge  yourfclves  in  doth,  while  danger  is  fo  nigh 
at  hand :  begearneftly  of  God  to  keep  you  from,  or 
in,  the  di  ft  re  fling  trials  which  are  coming  upon  you, 
thar  ye  may  not  be  hurried  into  fin  by  them,  but  may 
be  fupported,  and  enabled  to  behave  in  a  becoming  man¬ 
ner  under  them,  and  carried  fafety  through  them. 

4t,  42  Then  having  taken  with  him  three  of  his 
difciples,  {Matth*  xxvi.  37.  and  Mark  xiv,  33-)  aTld 
having  afterwards  retired  from  thefe,  to  the  diftance 
of  about  a  Hone’s  call,  for  fecret  prayer,  he  kneeled 
down,  and  with  alt  humility  and  reverential  fear,  and 
with  eameftnefs  and  tears,  add  re  fled  his  Father,  {Hcb* 
v.  7.)  faying,  O  my  heavenly  Father,  the  near  view* 
I  have  of  the  terrible  fufferings  and  death  which  lye 
juft  before  me,  and  what  I  now  begin  to  feel  from  the 
weight  of  thy  band  ;  and  the  powers  of  darknefs  id  fo 
(hocking  to  my  human  nature,  that,  were  it  confident 
with  the  eternal  counfds  of  thy  will,  relating  to  thy 
glory,  and  the  falvation  of  thy  people,  I  fhould  be  glad 
tp  escape  them  ;  Neverthelefs,  I  freely  bow,  and  Cub* 
nut  to  thy  difpofal,  renouncing  alt  the  will  of  the  flefh, 
and  de firing  that  not  this  will  of  mine,  but  that  thy 
tnoft  holy  will  may  be  done,  what  foe  ver  it  coll  me* 

43  And  immediately  thereupon,  an  angel  was  dif* 
patched  from  heaven,  to  encourage  him  in  his  work, 
by  intimations  that  the  iflue  of  bis  fufFerings  fliould  be 
to  his  own  and  his  Father’s  glory,  and  that  they  fhould 
be  crowned  with  a  full  reward, 

44  How* 


NOTE. 


*  It  is  too  curious  to  inquire  how  theft 
difejple?  unc  to  have  two  Iwords  among 
them  :  Bat  it  may  be  fufTii'Kiit  fr>  Uyt  that 
it  wit  providentially  ordered,  to  give  our 
liordan  opportunity  of  ufing  this  emblem, 

vihJ  of  Leading  hU  difciplfs  to  underfbnd 
bis  in  it*  And  teU  that  it 


waft  cuftnm ary  among  the  GdhfcaniVP  wear 
fwurdt  when  they  tm'elW,  that  they  might 
defend  ihcnifcjrcs  againft  rhe  rohher*  and  a& 
iaJltuft  which  infddcJ  (heir  toads;  aad.Bj 
tbb  was  (awful,  Chtitt  might  very  wdl  *\r 
!ow  of  it  in  his  difdpEcs,  though  he  weu 
none  hifJitvk* 


Ch.xxu. 
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44  And  befog 
in  in  jigoif  be 
puycJ  own  cir- 
ne(l!f :  and  his 
JWcjt  wm  u  it 
were  great  drops 
«f  blood  falling 
(lo.vn  to  the 
ground* 


45  And  when 
he  foie  op  from 
prayer,  and  wu 
come  to  hi*  dif* 
clplcj,  he  found 
idem  fleeping  for 
forrow. 


4 6  Ati^I  faid  un* 
to  them.  Why 
flrep  ye'  rife  and 
priy,  left  ye  en¬ 
ter  into  ftiupta- 

tiuQt 


47  And,  while 
he  yet  Ipakc,  be¬ 
hold,  amulcitudc, 
and  he  that  was 
called  JudiSt  one 
of  the  twelve, 
went  beforetbem, 
and  drew  near 
unto  jttui,to  kill 
him. 


44  However,  as  bis  lively  apprehenfions  of  what  he 
was  tx>  endure  were  enlarged  j  and  as  his  foul  then  be* 
gan  to  feel  the  terrors  of  the  Almighty*  that  were  due 
to  the  iniquities  of  hie  people  *,  bis  confternation  and 
horror  increafed j  upon,  which*  prod  rating  bimfclf  on 
the  ground*  he  prayed  with  (till  more  vehement  ferven¬ 
cy,  to  the  like  purpofc  as  he  had  before :  And  the  ago¬ 
nizing  conflids  and  terrors  of  his  mind  were  fo  ama¬ 
zingly  d  idle  fling,  that*  though  it  was  a  cold  night* 
and  he  was  lying  on  the  ground*  his  blood  and  animal 
ipirite  were  thrown  into  fuch  a  violent  fermentation* 
as  opened  the  pores  of  his  body  in  an  extraordinary 
manner*  and  forced  their  way  through  them  in  a  bloo¬ 
dy  fweat*  which*  being  thickened  by  the  cold,  fell 
down  in  clods  to  the  ground. 

45  And  after  he  had  fpent  fome  time  in  thefe  great 
conflifls*  and  in  earned  fuppltcations  and  prayers*  he 
got  up  from  his  pro  ft  rati  on*  and  returned  to  his  difci- 
ples,  who*  he  found,  were  all  afleep*  it  not  only  bung 
very  late*  but  their  fpirits  being  alfo  exha ufted  by  grief* 
at  what  he  had  told  them.  [ytr.  36.  37,  40.  and  Mattb, 
xxvi.  38.) 

46  Then,  reproving  them  in  a  gentle  manner  for 
their  own  caution*  he  faid*  Why  do  ye  fuffer  yourfelvcs 
to  deep  at  fuch  a  time  as  this*  wherein  I  am  fo  full  of 
forrow*  and  ye  yourfclves  are  fo  near  to  danger  ?  is  this 
your  love  to  me,  and  your  care  for  yourfelvcs  ?  Get 
up*  and  pray  for  help  againft  tbis  unrcafonable  drowfi- 
nefs,  and  againft  the  evils*  that  are  juft  at  hand}  left  ye 

be  furprized  unawares,  and  be  overcome  by  the  approach¬ 
ing  trials. 

47  And  whilft  our  Lord  was  thus  talking  to  them* 
behold*  the  very  thing  he  was  hinting  came  upon  them: 
There  immediately  appeared  a  large  party  of  foldlers* 
and  of  fervants  and  officers*  and  others  (vir.  5a,)  from 
the  fanbedrim,  all  armed  witb  fwords  and  (laves,  ( Matth. 
xx vi.  47.  and  John  xviii.  3.)*,  at  the  head  of  which* 
that  perfidious  wretch  Judast  one  of  his  twelve  apoftles* 
appeared  as  their  leader ;  and*  according  to  the  fignal 
he  had  before'  agreed  to  give  them*  [Matth,  nevi.  48.) 
he  marched  dire&ly  up  to  Jefus*  and  faluted  bim  with 
a  kjfs.  (See  tbc  note  on  Matth,  xxvi‘.  49.) 

48  But, 


NOTE. 


*  Aithtir inkjQiticswCTeljUuponChrift, 
And  it  pkifcd  tbc  Lord  bimfclf  to  hruifi 
him,  wad  to  awaken  the  fword  of  julHre  a- 
giifift  him,  Jfa,  liil  and  Zeeh*  xiii* 

7,  So  an  Id's  our  great  Lord  had  a  prefent 
view  and  ftnfation  of  this,  Tti$  to  me  uiuc* 
unstable*  that  he  Aould  be  to  fuch  terrible 


dill  refs  before  his  external  fiifierlngs  came 

upon  him ;  eTpeciili^  confide  ring,  char,  at 

ibis  very  time,  an  ange I  was  tent  from  liea>- 

veil  to  ftrcngthtn  hint*  and  that  io  many 

martyrs  hare  thought  of*  and  gone  through* 

as  j*rwt  corjxirti  liitfcr.ti*''  v:tl:  undaunted 

hf  av:rv'n:tw 

■*  ■■ 
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49  Hut  Whs 

(aid  uoto  nnn, 
Judas,  betrayert 
thou  the  Son  of 

mm  with  a  kHs? 


49  When  they 
which  were  about 
him  law  what 
would  follow , 
they  faid  mto 
him,  Lord,  Qiali 
we  finite  with  the 
fword  ? 

50  And  one  of 
them  fmote  the 
fervacit  of  the 


high  pried,  and 
cut  off  his  right 


jr  And  Teflas 
onfWmd  autdi aid, 
Suder  ye  thus  fur. 
And  he  touched 
his  ear,  end  heal¬ 
ed  him. 


Si  Then  Jcfbs 
faid  Onto  the  chief 
priefts  and  cap* 
crins  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  and  the  el- 
den  which  were 

come 


4$  But,  though  Chrift  did  not  go  about  to  avoid  hia 

fuffer  ings,  as  knowing  that  the  time  appointed  for  them 
was  then  come,  he  reprimanded  the  traitor  in  foch  a 
meek  and  melting,  and  yet  dofc  and  cutting  manner, 
as  one  would  think  mull  have  affefted  the  hardeft  heart, 
faying.  What,  Judas  /  one  of  my  old  and  intimate 
friends  and  acquaintance,  who  ball  bad  Jo  many  proofs 
of  my  divine  authority,  goodnefs,  care,  and  kmdneJs, 
and  never  found  any  evil  in  me,  Doll  thou  come  hither 
to  betray  me  into  the  hands  of  my  implacable  enemies, 
that  they  may  cruelly  dellroy  mer  And  what,  art  thou 
capable  of  doing  this  under  the  form  of  friendflup,  and 
by  the  tendered  fymbol  of  love  and  peace  ?  'Whatcanft 
thou  think,  Judas *  of  (uch  aggravated  bypocri  jy,  in¬ 
gratitude,  and  treachery  as  this  7  or  how  cQuldu  thou 
find  in  thine  heart  to  be  guilty  of  it  ? 

49  Now  when  the  dtfeiplea  faw  die  defign-  upon 
which  tbis  multitude  came,  with  Judas  ax  their  head, 
and  that  they  were  about  to  feize  their  Lord  ;  fume  of 
them  alked  him,  whether  they  Jhould  draw  upon  the 
enemy,  and  ufe  their  {words  in  his  defence  ?  (wr.  38.) 

50  And  one  of  them,  Peter  by  name,  being  in  too 
much  heat  and  hade  to  wait  for  an  anfwrr,  immediate¬ 
ly  drew,  and  aimed  at  the  head  of  Malthas ,  one  of  the 
high-pried’s  fervants  $  but,  miffing  bis  drokc,  cut  off 
only  bis  right  ear.  {John  xviii.  10.)  ‘ 

51  But  (*)  Jefus,  observing  this,  rebuked  Peter  for 
being  fo  ralh,  {Mattb,  xxvi.  52.) ; .  and  then  to  appeafe 

bis  enemies,  he  faid  to  them.  Do  not  refent,  but  pafs 
by  this  injury  and  affront,  which  one  of  my  diiciples 
hath  offered  without  my  order,  and  which  1  will  im¬ 
mediately  repair*  :  And  thereupon,  to  (hew  his  divine 
power  and  goodnefc,  he  touched  the  wounded  man's 

car,  and  inftantly  healed  it. 

52  After  jefus  had  (hewn  all  this  meeknds,  mercy, 
and  power,  he  addrefled  himielf  to  the  chief  prieds  and 
captains  *  of  the  temple,  and  to  the  elders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  came  along  with  them  to  apprehend  him ; 

and, 


NOTES. 


*  Softie  think  that  our  Lord  fpoke  to  his  give  end  heal  his  enemies,  above  that  of  Pc- 
difiriplet  to  be  quiet,  and  make  do  further  ttr%  who  wanted  to  deftroy  them* 
oppofiEira,  when  he  £>id  tafr  rvtit,  per*  *  Some  fuppofe  that  thefe  captains  of  the 
nut9  or  fifir  ft  thi tf  fare  But  his  h tiling  temple  were  captains  of  the  ievcral  watches 
the  wounded  ear  immediately  upon  his  fay-  which  the  pcicIH  and  (tribes  kept  there  t  and 
Ing  thefe  words,  makes  it  probable  that  (as  other*,  that  they  were  captains  of  the  JUman 
Dt  Wbiih  ubftrrcs)  he  (poke  to  his  enemies  (frldicrs,  whkh  ufbally  kept  garrifon  in  the 
to  pacify  them,  that  they  might  not  revenge  tower  of  hut  ar-ibe  three  great  fif¬ 

th*  affront  which  they  bad  fe  far  fbflered  (Hvili  were  placed  at  the  pordttf  of  the 
from  Peter* s  band;  and  he  hereby  (hewed  temple  to  keep  the  peaces 
the  excellence  of  bis  Spirit,  who  would  for-  -  * 


OHM  tD  hl0U  BC 

ye  com  <nt 
agatoft  s  thief 
with  ftronU  and 
fttftt  i 


Tir  EmagtEJl  Lvbb  paraphrased* 


*34 


sjWbotlm 

fUlty  wl(b  you  in 

the  temple*  Y* 
ftrercHcd  forth  no 
hinds  agaixift  me) 
bat  this  U  poor 
hour,  and  the 

power  of  dark* 
J1C& 


•nil,  expostulating  with  them,  {aid,  What  means  your 
coming  armed  with  fwords  and  clubs,  in  this  qu*un*T 
to  laze  me,  as  if  I  were  fome  defperate  rogue,  who 
tnuft  be  taken  hy  main  force  ?  Have  I  ever  behaved  like 
inch  a  per  fan,  or  appeared  with  any  guard  about  me  ? 

53  when  I  was  £o  often,  day  after  day,  publicly 
teaching  in  the  temple,  ye  had  all  deiirabLe  opportune- 
ties  to  feize  me,  if  ye  knew  any  evil  by  me  j  and  yet 
none  of  you,  ever  offered,  in  fuch  an  hoftile  manner,  to 
make  me  your  prifoner  then :  But  I  know  that  the  time 
appointed  of  .ibc  Father*  and  foretold  in  prophecy, 
{Mark  xiv.  49.)  for  my  fnfferings  is  now  come  j  and 
therefore  his  over-ruling  providence  has  taken  off  the  re- 
ftraints,  by  which  he  hitherto  with-held  you :  This  U 
the  feafon  in  which  he  has  determined  to  let  you  have 
your  will  againft  me,  and  to  fuffer  the  infernal  powers 
of  darknefs  to  ftir  you  up,  as  their  instruments,  to  cut 
me  off:  I  therefore  readily  acquiefce,  fubmit,  and  yield 
aiyfeif  up  into  your  hands,  and  am  prepared  for  the 
word. 

54  Then  the  foldiers,  taking  Jefus  into  cufiody,  led 
him  sway  like  a  criminal ;  and,  according  to  their  or¬ 
ders,  carried  him  away  to  the  palace  of  Caiaphas,  the 
high-prieft,  where,  though  it  was  fo  late  at  night,  the 
fcrihis  and  elders  of  the  people  were  gathered  together, 
ready  to  fit  in  judgment  upon  him.  {Mattb,  xxvi.  57.  j 
And,  the  reft  of  the  difoiples  flying,  Peter  followed 
him*  ac  a  confide!  able  diftance,  to  fee  what  would  he- 

1  1  >■  x  ■  -  _  -  h  w 

come  of  him. 

55  And  fome  time  after  the  company  entered  into 
the  houfe,  he  got  admiffion  too,  where  be  found  the 
fervants  fitting  round  a  fire,  which,  the  night  being  cold, 
they  had  kindled  at  one  end  of  the  ball  to  warm  them- 
felves  while  the  council  were  examining  Jefus  at  the  ei¬ 
ther  j  and  Peter  fat  down  with  them  *,  hoping  by  that 
means  to  conceal  himfclf,  and  to  hear  how  things  went 
with  his  Lord, 

56  But  there  was  a  maid-fervant  of  the  higb-prieft's 
who  obferved  him,  as  he  fat  in  company  with  the  reft 
round  about  the  fire  i  and,  looking  wiftly  at  him,  (aid, 
I  am  ftrongly  peduaded  that  this  man  was  one  of  the 
friends  and  followers  of  Jefus  of  Galilee, 

57  At  this,  Peter’s  courage  failed  him  ;  and  being 
full  of  fear  and  furprize,  be  in  all  hurry  and  coDfufion 

denied 

NOTE. 

(dap.  xviH#  P trier t  being  rcftkft  in  his  own  mind, 
ih ttty  tad  Peter  like  wife  rcfllefs  in  his  poffauc*  foroctimi 
with  them.  Some  of  them  it  fccra  fitting,  and  at  oihcrt  fowling  among  than 
fbudinji  and  others  fitting  ;  aud 


44  Then  took 

they  him,  and  led 
jhm,  and  brought 
him  into  the  high 

haw&  . 
And  Prter  fol¬ 
lowed  afar  oft 


Arid  when 
itu:y  had  kind  ted 
a  fire  in  the  mid  ft 
of  the  haH,  and 
were  let  down  to- 
ether,  Peter  fat 

[own  among 

them. 


5(5  But  t  cer¬ 
tain  maid  beheld 
him,  as  h*  fat  by 
the  fire,  and  ear- 
Deftly  looked  up¬ 
on  him,  and  Cud, 

This  man  vu 
stfb  with  htm. 
jj  And  he  de» 

uied 

*  The  CTangdift' iky 
i3,)  the  fervants  flood  ih 


Tired  him,  Joying, 
Woman,  l know 
him  not. 

j9  And  after  a 
little  while  ano¬ 
ther  Aw  “  him, 
and  laid.  Thou 
art  iUb  of  them* 
And  Peter  laid. 
Mod,  I  am  not* 

t* 
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the  fpufl  of  one 
hour  aficfi  ano¬ 
ther  confidently 
affirmed,  frying 
Of  a  truth  thu 
fctl&w  alio  woj 
with  him ;  for  be 
iiaGiKLeani 


Co  had  Peter 
fiidfMntI  Unotf 
mat  whu  thon 
ftyeft.  And  im¬ 
mediately,  while 
he  yet  Spate,  the 
codetta. 


denied  the  charge,  faying  with  an  air  of  confidence 
and  refeittment,  Woman,'  you  do  me  a  great  deal  of 
wrong,  I  am  a  ftranger  to  him. 

58  Soon  after  ibis,  a  man  *  in  the  company  looked 
at  Piter ,  and  taxed  him  home  laying,  Whaifoever  yon 
pretend,  you  certainly  are  one  of  the  followers  of  Je- 
fus :  But  (*•)  Peter,  ftill  fail  of  furprife  and  fear,  and 
under  the  power  of  temptation,  denied  it  again,  lay* 
mg)  Man,  I  tell  you  it  is  no  fuch  thing,  1  do  not  be¬ 
long  to  him,  nor  do  I  know  any  thing  of  him. 

And,  within  the  compafs  of  about  an  hour  alter 
this,  another  of  the  Handers- by  was  very  peremptory 
in  affirming,  that  Peter  was  one  of  the  followers  of 
Jefus  of  Galilee :  Tor,  laid  he,  I  know  by  his  brogue 
that  he  is  a  Galilean  \  and  befides  thiB,  he  fald  he  had 
feen  him  with  Jefus  in  the  garden,  when  he  cut  off 
the  ear  of  one  of  the  high  -  prjeft’s  tenants  to  whom  this 
perfon  was  related.  {John  xviii.  !&)■  ’ 

do  Then  Peter ,  in  the  midft  of  the  utmoft  terror 
and  condensation,  re  Col  ring  (till  to  brave  it  out,  (as 
perfons  are  too  prone  to  do,  when  once  they  have  ifa- 
fnared  themfelves  with  a  lie)  laid,  with  .ftill  gteater  ve¬ 
hemence,  and  with  (hocking  imprecations  and  oaths  I, 
{Mark  xiv.  71.)  I  tell  you  man,  I  know  nothing  of  the 
matter.  And  no  fooner  had  he  this  third  time  denied 
that  he  knew  Chrift,  but  be  heard  a  coek  crow \  it  be¬ 
ing  early  in  the  morning,  which,  by  way  of  eminence, 
was  called  the  time  of  the  cock-crowing.  (See  the  note 
on  Mattb.  xxvi.  34.) 

6 1  Immediately  upon  this,  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  was 
(landing ‘before  the  high -pried,,  with  bis  back  ’toward 
Peter ,  and  by  bis  divine  omnifcience  knew  all  that  had 
paffed,  turned- himfeif  about,  and  in  much  mercy  look¬ 
ed  upon  him,  to  reprove,  flume,  and  humble  him ; 
and  this  was  with  fuch  power,  that  it  melted  him  in¬ 
to  repentance:  Then  Peter  inftantly  called  to  mind 
the  warning  which  bis  Lord  had  given  him,  when  he 
faida  Before  the  time  of  cock- crowing  U'paft,  thon  wilt 
three  times  over  peremptorily  deny  me.  {ver.  34.) 

62  And  Peter ,  finding  how  ladly  this  was  verified, 

got 

NOTES. 

*  We  oft  told  {Matt b.  nri.  yi-  and  Mirk  Pttcr  himfi&f,  anAthtt  probably  upon  vlut 

he  had.  heart  th«s  tooman  lay  concerning 
him  i  which  takes  off  the  fotmiog  contra- 
diAion  in  thefe  iccoontt, 

+  He  probably  heard  volfies  of  otxhl  in 
the  company  he  then  l&pf  t  and  to  render 
himftlf  die  urfs  fttfpt^edj  thought  of  cot1 
fine  lor  hit  denial  in  their  own  wn, 


di  And  the 
Lord  corned,  and 
looked  d fom  Pe¬ 
ter  1  and  Peter 
reme  cohered  (he 
word  of  the  Lordj 
hy  w-ha~Jiad~  Aid 
tonto  him,  Before 
the  code  crow 
thou  fhah  deny 
mriiurlae* 


And  Peter 
went 


mud 

P*tert  when  he  the  ictond  time  denied 
Chrift;.  whereas  Z«h  here  {peaks  of  this 
peribo  as  another  me :  Bat  it  u  to  be  oh* 
frrraif  that  both  Affl/Mrip  and  Jvfart  lay  the 
maid  fpofce  concerning  Pcttr  to  thtm  (bat 
vert  tbcr*+  or  loAn  thu  food  by ;  whereas 
L»ke  mentions  aJecoiuTs  fpdiioe  direftiy  to 


Qu  xxii. 

went  ootf  and 

butcriy. 


W 


S  ]  And  die  men 
that  held  Jefus 
mocked  him,  ind 
l'mote  tow. 


got  out  of  the  h5gh-pri eft’s  hall  as  faft  as  lie  could, 
chat  he  might  give  free  vent  to  the  grief  and  anguifh 
of  his  fpirit,  in  fome  private  place  by  himfelf ;  and 
there  he  poured  out  floods  of  penitential  tears,  with 
bitter  lamentations  and  hewaiiings  of  his  felfconE- 
dence,  wealenefe,  and  wickednefs,  and  of  bis  fhameful 
ingratitude  to  his  dear  Lord. 

63  Jefus,  in  the  mean- while,  being  under  arraign¬ 
ment,  in  the  high-pr ieft’s  hall,  the  abjeBs  gathered 


64  And,  when 
they  had  bKnd- 
ffthied  him,  they 

(truck  him  00  the 
face,  and  aJkcd 
him,  faying,  Fro- 
phefy,  who  ti  k 
time  I'mcnc  thee  l 

tfj  Aod  many 
other  things  bhf- 
phemnufly  ipakc 
Uicy  again  It  him* 


hood' 

- r  /  u  P  *■  / 

ed  him,  2nd  then,  like  children  at  play,  fportfally 
fmote  him  on  the  face,  and,  jeering  his  prophetic  of¬ 
fice,  (aid.  Come,  you  who  pretend  to  know  all  things, 
tell  who  it  is  among  os  that  ftrihes  you.' 

6j  And  to  thefc  they  added  abundance  of  other 
blafpbemous  affronts,  to  ridicule  and  revile  him,  a9  if 
he  were  the  fool  of  a  play,  and  to  abufe  him  with  fptt— 
tings  and  buffettings,  and  other  rude  and  fcornful  bar¬ 
barities,  as  if  he  were  the  mod  odious  and  contempti¬ 
ble  wretch  upon  earth. 

66  And  a  great  part  of  the  night  having  been  fpent 
in  examinations,  and  in  ludicrous  and  cruel  treatment 
of  our  Lord,  the  JiwiJh  elders,  chief  priefts  and  in. 
terpreters  of  the  law  alTembled  together  in  full  council, 
after  a  (bore  recefs,  Very  early  in  the  morning,  and 
had  him  brought  before  them  for  further  examination, 
(fee  the  note  oh  Mattb .  xxvii.  i.) 

67,  68  Saying,  Do  you  indeed  profefs  to  be  the 
true  Mcfliab,  wbd  is  the  Son  of  God  •  (Matth,  xxvi. 
63.)  Tell  us  plainly  whether  you  do  avow  and  ftaod  to 
this  or  not.  But  (*)  he  replied,  If  1  fhould  affirm  and 
demon  ft  rate  it  ever  fo  plainly,  fuch  is  the  obftinacy  and 
malice  of  yoor  prejudifed  hearts,  that  ye  would  not 
believe  me:  And  if  I  (hould  afle  you,  what  ye  can  ob- 
jeft  again  ft  the  proofs  that  I  have  already  given  of  it, 
ye  would  neither  give  me  a  fair  anfwer,  nor  agree  to 
my  being  dtfeharged ;  it  is  therefore  to  little  putpofe 
to  fay  any  thing  to  you  about  it. 

69  However,  this  I  will  tell  you,  7,  who  am  truly 
man,  (hall  ere  long  be  enthroned  in  majefty  and  glory 
at  my  Father’s  right  hand,  and  tny  great  power  amt  au¬ 
thority 

NOTE. 

*  This  fort  of  ill  ufage  i*  placed  after  (he  venienw  in  fup[vi(intf  that  hr  was  abuJci  irt 
rounciPs  condemning  him  in  Mattb,  xxvi.  this  manner,  Utih  before  ami  after  his  cun* 
0;.  Mark  my*  €$+  But  I  fre  no  irevn*  demotion. 


66 

as  it  wn  d xy,  the 
eUcrii  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  chief 
priefts  and  the 

feribet  exmeto- 
(Lcrhcr,  and  led 
him  into  ,tbeir 
council, 

™  •m 

07  Saying,  Art 
then  the  ChriA? 
teU  ns.  And  he 
fakl  unu>  tbtfti, 
If  I  tell  jrou,  you 
will  not  believe, 
tfft  And  if  1 
alfn  aft  jot,  you 
will  not  anfwer 
me,  nor  tee  me 

8V* 


6  9  lierciftcr 
(haft  the  Sod  of 
man  (it  00  the 
right  hand  of  the 
rower  of  God, 


The  Evangttfft  L tfSB  parAptrafeTL  Ch.  xxtu 

thority  will  appear  afterwards  with  undeniable  evidence, 
in  the  deftra£tion  of  your  city,  temple,  and  cation,  and 
in  the  amazing  prog  refs  of  my  gofpcl  *  and  at  lift  in 
arraigning  you  and  the  whole  world  at  my  awful  bar ; 
Then  all  your  procefs  again  ft  me  now  {hall  be  tried  over 
again  ;  and  ye  flial]  he  convinced,  to  your  coftjthat  I  am 
the  Chrift  of  God* 

70  Hereupon  they  all  cried  out  with  tumultuous  rage. 
What  then,  do  you  indeed  fet  up  for  tbat.Meffiah  and 
king  of  Ifrael >  who  is  the  Son  of  God  *  ?  And  he  abiding 
by  his  confd&on,  though  he  knew  he  ftiould  die  for  it, 
replied,  I  do  own  that  I  am  he,  according  to  the  juft  con* 
ftruftion,  which  ye  make  of  my  words  f. 

7 1  And  as  foon  as  they  heard  this,  they,  tike  a  council 
that  pretends  to  infallibility,  cried  out  with  infolence, 
and  without  riking  how  he  could  make  his  aflertion  good, 
or  (hewing  the  leaft  remorfe  or  dread  of  his  great  power, 
(fee  the  note  on  Matth*  ktL  66.)  Here  is  evidence  e~ 
nough  for  us, «  an  ecclefiaftical court,  to  condemn  him 
upon ;  why  ftiould  wc  inquire  after,  or  Hand  to  hear  any 
other  w(cnedes  ?  He  has  by  his  own  confeffion  thorough* 
ly  proved  enough  againft  nimfelf  $  for  we  all  have  heard 
direQ  blafphcmy  from  his  own  mouth* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

It  15  hard  to  fay  which  is  moft  to  be  wondered  at,  the  lengths  of  wickedneft, 
that  the  corruption  of  mankind,  under  the  inftigation  of  the  devil,  wilt  carry 
them  to,  or  the  diftrtfs  and  igaommy,  that  Chrift  fnffered  for  fin*  Covetoufncfi 
and  treachery,  infidelity  and  hardrreu  of  heart,  malice  and  rage  know  no  bounds, 
uniris  God  reftrains  them ;  witnefs  the  defperate  malignity,  with  which  they 
vented  themfclvcs  in  betraying  and  confbiring  again  ft,  apprehend!  ng-and  con¬ 
demning,  reviling  and  abufrog  the  Sou  of  God*  And  O  what  terrible  agonies 
did  he  undergo  ia  bis  foul,  what  fatigues  in  his  body,  wbat  mdetnfiifb  and  ri¬ 
dicule  in  his  name  and  character  1  But  with  what  matchleft  patience  and  resigna¬ 
tion  to  hkTather’a  will,  and  meeknefs  and  compaffiqn  to  his  enemies,  did  be  be¬ 
have  under  them  !  and  how  amazingly  did  Infinite  Wifdom  over-rule  the  hour 
and  power  of  darknris,  for  the  accornpliihmciit  of  antlent  prophecies,  to  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  Salvation  of  the  church  1— Chrift  our  pailbver  was  frerifi- 
ccd  for  us ;  and  under  the  goipel-ftate  we  have  a  better  deliverance  to  comme- 
tnorate,  than  that  of  ifrael  out  of  Egypt  O  with  what  thankfulnefs,  folemnity, 
and  joy ,  ftiould  all  his  diiciptes  proftfs  their  frith  in  a  redeeming  Saviour,  and  re¬ 
member  his  dying  love,  in  afieAlon  to  his  perfbn,  in  obedience  to  his  authority, 
and  for  the  honour  of  his  name !  He  will  commune  with  them  in  ordtnancees  01 
his  own  inJUtutfon  here,  till  he  receives  them  to  nearer  intimacies  and  dcEghta 

in 

NOTES* 

•  The  couftciTs  queftion  whether  he  hwm  jfsA.  iebo  Was  both  Cod  and  man. 
the  5n  of  Godt  ocdlmied  by  hii  having  f  If  We  compare  this  pal&ue  widi 
fpokcof  biridfu  lb*  Sex ef  maxt  who  IWla  uni.  64*  and  Mark  ilv*  it  appear*  thit 
fit  m  the  right  hand  of  the  power  of  Godt  fhew*  yt  fag  that  I emy  and  ye  have /*rfr  are  terms  of 
that  both  theft  wm  known  characters  of  the  the  rune  import  in  'rhe  Jftrijb  phrafeology, 
Mtfliib ;  one  taken  from  bU  human,  and  with  faymr,  1  am:  So  that  Chrift  hereby 
the  other  from  hit  divine  nature; -aod  that  to  plainly  deured  bhnftlf  to  k  is  trtth  tte 
own  him,  other  k  the  Son  of  Godr  or  tlx  Son  of  (Tad, 

Som  of  aw nt  was  to  owa  him  as  the  M*fi 


*3* 


70  Then  {tad 
they  all.  Art  thou 
then  the  Son  of 
God?  And  he 
fiid  uaio  them. 
Ye  &y  that  I  am* 

ft  And  they 
Aid,  Whit  need 
we  any  further 
witnd*  ?  fur  we 
onridues  have 
heard  of  his  own 
mouth* 


Cb.  xxiii  Tit  Evangdift  Luke  parap&ra/Hu 

In  bis  heavenly  kingdom;  and  they  who  foithfiiDy  abide  with  him*  in  dayi  of  the 
greatest  trial!  fliaft  bet  nothing  that  is  needful  for  them  in  this  world!  and  (hall 
fit  on  thrones  of  glory  with  him  in  that  which  is  to  come ;  :Bot  as  all  that  make 
a  prcj&fion  of  Ch  rift  are  not  his  true  diiciples,  what  a  godly  jcaloufy  ihould  we 
have  over  ourfelves,  left  we  prove  treacherous  to  him,  or  have  ambitious 
or  temporal  views,  imfiiiUble  to  the  humility  and  fpirituaiity!  that  .belong 
unto  his  children  !  O  the  danger  of  feltconfidence,  and  of  entering  into  temp¬ 
tation;  and  the  need  of  watchfulnefs  and  eamdt  prayer  for  help  agafoft  them  1 
But,  after  all,  the  fecurity  of  true  believers  lyes  in  Cbrift%  uitercefffon  for  them* 
that,  how  much  foever  their  frith  maybe  Ihaken,  h  may  not  utterly  fail ;  And 
when  any  of  us  have  found  its  powerful  influence  for  our  recovery,  how  fhould 
we  improve  our  own  experience  for  the  cautioning  and  lengthening  of  our  bre* 
them  i— -Kow  great  is  the  difference  between  the  fins  of  believers,  and  others ! 
They,  like  Peter,  fall  into  fin  by  fiirpnze,  and  under  the  hurry  of  temptation, 
contrary  to  their  habitual  diipofitions  and  defigns ;  and  a  remembrance  of  it  cuts 
them  to  the  heart,  and  makes  fotne  of  them  weep  bitterly:  Hut  others,  like  Ju¬ 
das,  and  the  high-prieft  and  council,  commit  iniquity  with  deliberation  and 
choice,  and  perfift  in  it  with  bbfiinacy  and  hardnefs  of  heart,  .  And  how  for  are 
they  from  all  hope  of  recovery,  and  from  fin  cere  inquiries,  who  alt  after  Jefos, 
and  his  d offline,  only  that  they  may  ftrengthen  their  ovm  and  others  prejudices 
againft  him  !  But  he  will  hereafter  appear,  in  all  his  majrity  and  glory,  to  the 
confufion  of  thofe  that  defpife  and  rejeff  him,  as  well  as  to  the  unJ'peakable  joy 
of  thole  that  believe  in  him* 


t 


1 
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Teit 

AND  the  whole 
multitude  of 
them  trofe,  uad 
led  him  no  to  Pi- 
hue. 


%  And  they 

Segan  to  accute 
him,  frying.  We 
found  this  /f/kv 
jurvtrting  tlic 
;udon,  and  for- 
bidding  to  give 
trilwte  10  Grisr, 
Joying,  that  ht 
him  (elf  it  thrift 
•king. 


Paraphrase.. 

nr*  HE  council  having  condemned  our  blefled  Lord  In 
1  their  cede  Gaft  t  caJ  court,  as  ablafphemer,  and  Ending 
themfeives  under  a  difficulty  about  their  own  power  of 
putting  him  to  death,  (fee  toe  note  on  John  xviii.  31.); 
they  proceeded  to  bind  him,  as  a  malefn&or,  (fllattb* 
xxvii.  2.)j  and  the  whole  multitude  attending  them,  went 
with  him  direftly  to  the  judgment-lull,  to  impeach  him 
of  high  crimes  and  mi  {demeanors  before  Pontius  Pilate , 
who,  under  the  Homan  emperor,  was  then  governor  of 
Judea, 

2  And,  that  they  might  render  him  obnoxious  to  the 
ftate,  they  entered  a  charge  againft  him  as  an  impoftor, 
pietending  that  they  could  prove  him  to  be,  not  only  a 
notorious  deceiver,  who  raided  the  people  into  pernici¬ 
ous  notions  of  religion,  but  Jikewife  a  {editions  fellow, 
who  endeavoured  to  raife  itifurrecUon^  againft  the  go¬ 
vernment,  by  difluading  the  people  from  paying  any  taxes 
to  the  emperor,  and  fetting  bunfrlf  up  as  King  of  ifrael, 

in 
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j  And  Pilate 
ifk«d  him,  fry¬ 
ing,  Art  thou  the 
Viing  of  the  Jew*? 
Am  he  anfwtrrd 

him,  and  Aid, 

Than  frycft  iL 


4  Then  Aid 
Pilate  to  the  chdcf 
priefc,  and  to 
the  people,  1  find 

j»o  fault  in  this 
man* 


J  And  they 
wen  the  more 
fitift,  faying.  He 
flimth  up  the 
people,  leaching 
throughout  aU 

Jewry,  beginning 
torn  Gaulcc  to 
tbit  place* 


6  When  Pilate 
heard  of  Galilee, 
he  miked  whether 
the  man  were  a 
Galilean. 

y  And*  a  (Toon 
u  he  knew  that 
he  belonged  note 

He  rod's  jurifd  lo¬ 
tion. 


in  oppofition  to  Tiberius  Cafar ,  whom  they,  on  this  oc* 
cation,  profefled  to  acknowledge  as  their  lawful  and  only 
fovereign.  {John  xix.  1 5.) 

3  Upon  their  urging  this,  Pilate  thought  bimfelf  0- 
bliged,  as  the  Roman  governor,  to  take  fome  notice  of 
the  matter}  and  therefore  he  put  our  Lord  to  the  quef- 
tion,  faying,  Do  you  indeed,  as  they  alledge,  profefs  to 
be  the  King  of  IJrael  f  To  which  he  replied,  What  you 
fay  U  in  a  certain  fentetrue.  I  do  indeed  own  myfelf  to 
be  the  Mefliah,  and  Co  IfraeFs  King ;  but  not  fuch  a 
king  as  to  intcrefere  with  Cafat* s  civil  authority,  or  to 
invade  his  rights,  and  difturb  his  government  in  a  fe- 
ditious  manner,  as  they  maticioufly  and  falfely  accufe 
me ;  for  my  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  (John  xviii.  36.) 
but  relates  only  to  fpiritual  and  religious  concerns. 

4  When  Pilate  had  heard  Ch rift's  defence,  he  went 
out  of  the  judgment* hall  to  the  chief  priefts,  feribes,  ei¬ 
ders,  and  all  the  people,  who  would  not  venture  in,  left 
they  Ihould  be  defiled,  {John  xviii.  28.}  and  faid,  What* 
foerer  ye  may  have  to  charge  him  with,  relating  to  the 
religious  do&rines  hepreaches  up  among  youjwnieh  do 
not  fall  under  my  cognifance-  as  a  civil  magiftrztc,  I 
cannot’fee,  upon  examination,  that  he  aflerts  or  attempts 
any  thing  feditious,  or  injurious  to  the  government ;  and 
therefore  it  does  not  belong  to  me  to  troublejnyfelf  any 
funher  about  him. 

5  And  when  the  Jews  perceived  that  Pilate  was  de¬ 
li  rous  to  difmifs  him,  they  cried  out  with  the  more 
vehemence  and  furious  outrage,  faying.  What,  fee  no 
fault  in  him  1  We  infill  upon  it,  aod  can  prove  It,  that 
he  has  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  taife  infurrectio;js 

among  the  people,  by  his  rebellious  principles,  through 
all  parts  of  our  land  }  and  has  fpread  his  dangerous  no¬ 
tions  wherever  he  has  gone,  even  from  his  head-quarters 
in  Galilee  to  JentJalem  itfelf  V 

6  When  Pilate  heard  them  mention  Galilee ,  he  ho¬ 
ped  he  bad  a  fair  opportunity  to  get  rid  of  Jefus  ;  and 
therefore  inquired  whether  it  were  true  that  be  was  a 
Galilean  ? 

7  And  finding  that  his  moll  ufual  refidcnce  was  in 
that  country,  and  that  he  lately  came  from  thence,  Pilate 
thought  that  the  cognifance  of  this  cafe  might  properly 
belong  to  Herod,  who  was  then  governor  of  Galilee,  ard 

at 


NOTE 

m  They  Term  to  have  mentioned  hisbqpn-  that  cutiotry,  and  ic  chert  the  people  tofhmw 
ring  from  Gahtffy  to  IHrup  Pihte  ro  much  offlhe  Jk/urtii  yoke,  thcmihil  payW. 

the  mote  tgjtind  bcoulc  the  Ga&ifG&t  tribute  10  Ct/br  *ts  a.  fign  of  finery;  il  * 
wre  notorious  for  thdr  inclinations  to  rebel;  account  of  whom  we  hive  la  ABt  T-  3?. 

Jnd  Juda t  of  G&RUc  bad  before  appeared  in 


Gti.  ixlil.  TpeEvangelift  Luxe  faraphra/eJ. 


tion,  he  Tetil  him 
to  Herod,  who 
liimfclf  was  atjb 
ut  Jmlale-A  at 
iha:  time* 


S  And,  wlicn 
Herod  law  Jcfits, 
he  exceeding 
glad  •  for  he  was 
ilcliroas  to  dee 
him  of  a  loiig 
t^ibn,  tmulc  he 
Jud  heard  many 
things  n£  him  j 
:ihd  M  hoped  tO 
hive  fecit  foiue 
itiindc  done  by 
him. 

9  Then  he 
queftionod  with 
him  tn  many 
v-ords  *,  hot  he 
a  .'JWrcil  him  no¬ 
thing. 


at  this  very  time  was  come  up  to  the  feaft  at  $ernf&lem  y 
and  therefore  Pilate  immediately  ordered  jelus  to  be 
carried  before  hiiri,  that  he  might  eafe  himfrlf  of  this 
troublefome  affair  ;  God  Over-ruling  this  rfrcumftance^ 
by  his  providence,  tb  accompli fh  a  remarkable  prophecy* 
(P/aL  ii,  2-  *) 

8  And  Herod  wad  mightily  pleafed  at  the  fight  of 
Jefiis:  For  he  bad  long  wiflted  that  it  might  come  ire 
his  way  to  fee  him,  becaufe  he  had  heard  much  of  his 
fame  in  his  own  country,  (Mattb,  xiv.  jj)  j  ami  now  he 
hoped  that  bis  curiofity  would  be  gratified,  by  being  ati 
eye  wittiefs  of  Ohrid’s  performing  fome  wonderful  work 
in  bis  prefence. 

9  Accordingly  he  put  fcverdl  que (lions  to  our  Lord* 
relating  to  the  miracles  that  were  reported  to  have  been 
wrought  by  him,  with  intimations  how  defirous  he 
that,  if  he  could  do  any  Orange  thing,  he  would  oblige 
him  fi>  far  as  to  ltt  him  fee  it :  But  as  Jefus  knew  thas 
Herod's  defire  was  not  from  any  good  inclination  or  de* 
fign,  but  merely  to  give  bimfdf  and  bi3  courtiers  a  little 
divcrfioiii  that  they  might  have  Jbmethm*  to  taik  of, 
he  would  neither  proftitutc  his  divine  power  to  fiich  z 


to  Anil  the 
chief  pr tells  *ml 
Itribtf*  Jfcood,  tad 
vthemeatly  sc- 

oifcd  hiiTi* 


■ 

xi  And  Herod 
tritb  hh  mm  of 
war  fa  liia  at 
nought  ,  lod 
mocked  Aiw,  and 
arrayed  him  in  a 
^rijeoas  robe, 

and 


Tain  and  ludicrous  humour  ;  nor  reply  to  any  .questions 
that  were  put  to  him  about  it. 

io  And  as  the  chief  prieits  and  Jeu'ifb  dnftors  had 
exhibited  clamorous  accusations  againft  him  to  Pilate  . 
Co  they  followed  him  to  Herod,  and  were  as  unify,  bold, 
and  urgent  in'  the  fame  charges  there,  fiercely  and  fe- 
verely  accufmg  him  of  publilhing  infectious  and  rrea- 
fonable  principles,  that  they  might  awaken  Herod’s  fears, 
left  the  people  of  Galilee ,  as  well  as  of  Judea,  fliould  be 
thereby  influenced  to  make  iofurreflions,  and  drlturb'tba 
civil  government. 

it  Then  Herod  finding  that  Jefus  would  neither  ft-* 
tisfy  bis  euriofity,  nor  anfwer  for  himfetf,  he,  and  his 
fbldicrs  by  bis  encouragement}  treated  the  Lord  of  glory* 
with  difdain  }  (*»•#*»»***)  they  making  nothing  of  him,  fee 
him  afide  as  a  weak  and  GUy  wretch,  who  could  neither 
do  nor  fay  any  thing  worth  minding,  and  was  rather  to 
be  defpifed  than  feared :  And  therefore,  in  dead  of  in¬ 
flicting  any  capital  punifliment  upon  him,  he  and  his 
guard  made  their  game  of  him,  derided  and  infulttd  him, 
and,  by  way  offeom  and  mockery,  put  him  into  a  gaudy* 
drets,  which  refembled  the  purple  robes  of  princes,  to 

ridicule 


d  o  t  t  . 

*  This  1;  eaprefsiy  taken  notice  ©f  a*  ful-  tiered  timber  ngainj}  Cknft,  h  fo  vrhx-fiever 
lifScd,  when  Hared  and  Pontius  Pilate,  wifi  G&T s  ham!  and  eosafet  determine J  before  »  it 
tie  C  entiles  uitd  tie  people  4  Jfn.il,  werega*  dent.  Acts  iv.  *«,*?>  »8. 

Vwt-  Hi  t  ‘L- 
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and  fcn(  hlai  1- 
£iiin  to 


ri  And  the 
iliine  dav  Pi  Luc 
and  Hctw!  were 
made  friends  to¬ 
gether:  foe  be¬ 
fore  they  were  it 
enmity  between 
thcinielvcs. 

13  And  PiUte, 
when  he  had  call¬ 
ed  together  the 
chief  priefh,  wxl 
the  mlcrt,  and 
the  people, 

1 4  Said  tm  i  a 
them,  Ye  have 
brought  this  man 
unto  me  a$  one 
that  pervoritih 
the  people:  and 
behold,  1,  hav¬ 
ing  aamiird 
him  before  you, 
have  found  no 
fault  En  this  man 
touching  ihofc 
tilings  whereof 
yc  accurfc  him ; 

if  No,  noryet 
Herod  :  for  I  fen  t 
vou  to  him;  and, 
fu,  nothing  wor¬ 
thy  of  de^rh  is 
done  unto  him. 


ridicule  his  kingly  office,  as  if  all  his  claims  of  that  na~ 
cure  were  a  fham  pretence ;  and,  after  all  thdeviJe  a* 
bufes,  He  rod  font  him  backagain  to  Pilate  to  do  what 
he  would  with  him. 

17  And  the  mutual  metfages  and  civilities,  that  paf* 
fed  on  this  occtfion  between  PilaU  and  Herod ,  were 
the  means  of  reconciling  tbemr  one  to  the  other,  who  * 
for  feme  time  before  had  been  at  variance. 

13,  14  Now  Jfefus  being  brought  back  from  Herod9 
who  had  flighted  the  informations  laid  againft  him, 
and  pafled  no  fentence  upon  him,  Pilate  fommoned  to* 
gether  the  chief  priefls  and  elders,  with  the  reft  of  the 
council,  and  the  principal  perfons  among  the  Jt wsy 
that  had  appeared  to  accufe  him,  and  faid  unto  them. 
Ye  have  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  bringing  this  man  to 
his  trial ;  he  has  been  already  before  me  under  the 
charge  of  being  a  pretender  to  the  JewiJh  crown,  and 
a  fomenter  of  tumults  and  iofu  creations  among  the 
people  ;  and  ye  fee  that  I  have  given  you  fair  play,  I 
have  openly  examined  him,  and  heard  all  that  ye  have 
to  fay ;  hut*  upon  the  whole,  f  cannot  And  that  ye 
have  made  good  your  allegations  againft  him* 

15  No,  nor  has  any  thing  of  this  nature  been  found 
upon  him  even  by  Herod  himfclf,  who,  being  one  of 
your  own  nation,  is  better  acquainted  with  your  prin¬ 
ciples,  laws,  and  cuftoms,  than  I  am:  for,  to  oblige 
you,  I  fent  you  to  have  the  caufe  tried  before  him;  and 
yet,  fee  how  this  man's  innocence  appears!  he  has 
ordered  nothing  to  be  done  to  him,  that  carries  the 
leaf!  intimation,  as  if  bethought  bhn  to  hare  deferred 
death. 


16  I  wilt  r  bar- 
fa  rc  dwftifc  hiriij 
aod  releaft  bimr 


if  For  cf  ne- 
cuHiy  he  mull 

rdufc 


16  Therefore,  for  yoar  fatishr&ion,  and  to  avoid  the 
ftedding  of  innocent  blood,  I  will  order  him  to  be 
fcoarged  as  if  be  were  a  criminal,  though  not  guilty 
of  a  capiral  offence;  and  then  1  will  difeharge  him,  at 
your  requeft,  in  honour  of  the  folemn-  feftival,  which 
is  now  returned.  This  he  faid  to  appeafe  the  clamour 

of  the  people,  and  to  fnare  Ch rift’s  life  in  a  way  of  as 
much  complaifance  to  them  as  poflible. 

vj  Tor  the  cuftom-of  thofe  times  made  it  necefiary. 

that,  at  every  return  of  the  paflbver,  the  governor  of 

Judea 


H  O 

*  Their  former  quamds  had  probably  Kreu, 
cither  about  the  extent  uf  their  jtinlihftiort 
and  autlMiriljr,  or  on  account  of  nnuUtions 
that  weir  between  [hem,  or  of  fame  encroach¬ 
ment  which  one  had  made  upon  the  odter, 
Ami  porbapd  Htr#i  thought  Piiatt  had  inva- 
dxl  iu$  rights  bj  putting,  to  death  tho  Gziik* 


T  E, 

aast  who  were  his  fobjefti,  when  they  due 

up  to  y^rajk/tm  looflcr  facdlict,  which  feems 
to  be  referred  to  in  Luke  xlii,  r*  Hat  now 
they  fbrpx  their  former  grudge*,  and  were 
reconciled  into  the  frkiullhip  of  this  world, 
which  wu  comiiy  with  God*  (Jfca. 


CL  sxul 

ittafe  oac  m *to 
them  attbefeift- 

it  Am!  they 
Cried  oat  nil  at 

once,  raying,  A- 
way  with  thU 
ifliia,  and  rcUafe 
unto  us  Hirpb- 

: 


(Who  for  3 
certain  £dkfan 
made  in  the  citjfr 
ini  for  Punier, 
aft  iiuu 
prifon.) 


ao  Fitacihcre* 
fore,  wilting  to 

Jefus  , 

iguti  to 


re  kale 

fy*kt 

ilum. 


it  tfm  they 
cried ,  ftytoj;) 

Crucify  tat,  eni- 
eify  him* 

31  And  he  Grid 
into  tb&u  the' 
third  lime,  Why; 
vd;at  evil  huh  he 
Jo^ie  ?  1  h itt 

found  no  taufc  of 
death  in  him :  I 
ail  I  therefore 
rhatftfc  Star,  and 
let  him  go. 


*3 

Ttcrc 


And 


they 

with 

loud 


*t&e  Ebdtigelifl  LtJKE  pafap&rafe<&  £4 j 

Judea  ftiould  gratify  the  Jfiu;  with  tie  release  of  a 
prifoner,  whom  they  fhould  ddife  to  be  fet  free* 

18  But,  Inftead  of  being  pacified  with  this  propofitl* 
the  chief  priefU  and  elders  perluaded  the  people  by  ntf 
means  to  hearken  to  it ;  and  thereupon  they  all  cried 
ODt*  as  with  one  voice,  Let  this  man  be' hanged  ;  away 
with  him  from  the  earth,  as  one  not  fit  to  live  ;  we  in-* 
fift  upon.it,  that,  in  (lead  of  him,  you  would  favour  us 
with  the  releafe  of  Barabbas* 

19  Now  this  B or abbas ^  whom  they  preferred  to  thd 
holy  Jefus,  was  a  notorious  malefactor,  and  was  then 
in  prifon  for  a  dreadful  riot  at  Jervfalemy  in  which  hd 
was  one  of  the  chiefs,  and  had  been  guilty  of  murder* 
as  well  as  of  robbery  and  plunder*  (John  xviii.  40*) 

to  Pilate  therefore  finding,  by  this  monitroufly  bafd 
and  unworthy  demand,  that  their  furious  outcries  a* 
gainft  Jefus  proceeded  from  bitter  malice  and  envy* 
was  the  more  dcGroos,  if  polfible,  to  fet  him  at  liberty  4 
and  ex  populated  with  them  again,  pcrfuadlng  them  to 
ddift  from  cbeir  impetuous  clamours,  and  to  be  fat  it* 
fied  with  bis  being  fmanly  enrrefted  by  fcourging* 
which  was  a  proper  pamfbmeut  for  fucli  us  ernpoied 
their  laws. 

* 

21  But  they  cried  our  with  flill  more  noife  and  fury* 
Crucify  him,  crucify  him  ;  let  nothing  fhort  of  that 
wctiI  of  deaths,  which  belongs  to  the  rileft  (lave?,  bef 
inhi£ted  upon  him,  who  pretends  to  be  our  king* 

22  And  Pilate  feeing  flill  more  thoroughly  into  theif 
wickedirefe,  and  being  loth  to  comply  with  it,  argued 
with  them  again  a  third  time,  faying,  Why  do  ye  fo 
tartulriroufly  call  upon  me  to  order  an  innocent 
man  to  be  crucified  ?  What  capital  crime  have  jc  been 
able  to  prove  upon  him  ?  for  my  part,  upon  tin:  flri£l> 
eft  examination,  I  cannot  fee  that,  according  to  out' 
law,  he  has  done  any  thing  for  which  he  dclcrves  ta 
die*  much  lets  to  be  put  to  the  infamous  death  of  the 
crofs;  And  therefore,  if  ye  wili  he  fatisfied  with  it* 
I  will  (as  1  fatd  before)  order  him  to  be  fcourged,  2nd 
then  difeharge  him** 

23  But,  {^}  jnftead  of  yielding  to  his  arguments 
and  in  treaties,  they  grew  more  furious  ftillj  and,  ur^ 


N  o 

*  As  3  difcipk  of  Chtift,  dilho- 

JioureJ  him  by  denvine  him  thrice,  though 
Sif  believed  him  to  be  tne  Son  of  God ;  fi  fi- 
/ve,  a  heathen,  honoured  Chrift  by  owning 
him  thrice  to  be  innocent,  lining h  fie  did  not 
believe  in  him:  And  it  Teems  to  me  that  it 
after  this  third  plea  for  Chrifti  tad  he- 


s'»e 


T  E. 

fore  fcnicncc  was  pcfled  adrift  hlmr  that  PS- 
fate  ordtAJ  him  to  lie  Sctuuged  driigmrsg 
thereby  to  nrnvc  die  pity  of  the  -owid 
him,  and  To  to  prevent  thetr  fi:viltn  mfiitiiuj 
0*1  his  being  crucifctX  Sev  iIk  iw*<  on  * V 
xxrii.  atf« 


Q. 
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Imirt  ralccc,  re¬ 
quiring  that  he 
mi^ht  he  cruci¬ 
fied  :  And  the 
voices  of  them 
and  of  the  chief 
pi  ie(U  prevailed. 


34.  And  Pibtc 
^ve  Sentence  that 
it  AiimiM  be  as 
they  required. 

t$  And  here* 
leafed  unco  them 
him  that  fur  (t> 
dituin  and  mur¬ 
der  was  curt  ia- 
ta  priibn,  whom 
they  had  deli  red; 
hut  he  delivered 
Jdus  to  their 

id  And,  zi 
they  led  him  a- 
w.iy,  they  1-id 
hold  upon  ons 
Kimoii  a  Cyre- 
man  ,  coming 
out  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  ami  on  him 
thry  laid  the 
trois ,  that  he 
might  bear  it  af¬ 
ter  Jcfiu, 


17  And  there 
followed  him  a 
great  company  of 
people,  and  of 
women  ,  which 
alio  bewailed  and 
htticutcd  hirp. 


10  But  Jefus 

turning  linto 
them  j  faid  , 
Daugh* 


ging  him  with  repeated,  loud,  and  tumultuous  cla¬ 
mours,  they  proceeded  to  fuch  iofolence  at  length,  as 
even  to  demand  tbai  he  Ihould  condemn  him  to  cruci¬ 
fixion  ;  And  the  people,  together  with  the  chief  priefis 
and  rulers,  prefled  him  with  fuch  vehemence  and  high 
threats,  [John  xix.  12.)  that,  though  he  believed  Je- 
fus  to  be  innocent,  he  had  not  virtue  enough  to  refill 
their  unrighteous  importunity',  and  to  overcome  his 
own  fears  of  a  further  mutiny,  and  of  being  expofed 
to  Ca/ar* s  refentmenr. 

24  And  fo  Pilate  yielding  to  what  he  took  to  be  the 
neceQuy,  as  well  as  the  iniquity  of  the  times,  paffed 
fentence  upon  Chrift,  according  to  their  requeft,  tho’ 
direfUy  contrary  to  his  own  rcafon  and  cotifcieuce. 

25  And  to  curry  favour  with  the  Jews*  and  go 
thorough  flitch  with  tbeir  dirty  work,  he,- in  violation 
of  all  right  and  juftice,  complied  with  their  demands, 
both  in  difeharging  that  notorious  villain,  Barabbaj9 
who  was  then  iu  prifon  for  a  real  and  known  riot  and 
murder,  and  in  condemning  the  ftnlefc  Jefus,  and  put¬ 
ting  him  into  their  power  to  fee  the  fentence  executed 
upon  him*  {Matth*  xxviu  26*  See  the  notes  then**) 

26  Hereupon  they,  together  with  the  Roman  fiddl¬ 
ers,  led  him  as  a  criminal  to  be  crucified  ;  And  though 
at  Grft  they  obliged  him  to  carry  his  own  crofs,  {John 
xix.  17-})  yet  finding  that,  through  the  fatigues  he  had 
lately  undergone,  bis  natural  fpirits  and  ftreugth  began 
to  fail,  they  were  afraid  of  lufing  the  cruel  pleafuie  of 
feeing  him  publicly  and  fhamefuHy  executed  ;  and 
therefore,  meeting  with' one  Sbnon9  a  Cyrtnian ,  who 
was  coming  out  of  the  country  into  the  city,  they  fer* 
zed  upon  him,  and  forced  him  to  undergo  the  irkfomc 
drudgery  of  carrying  Chrift’s  crofs  after  Mm  to  the 
place  of  execution,  (Sec  the  note  on  Matih*  xxvii*  32.) 

27  And,  as  they  were  going  thither,  vail  multitudes 
of  people  crouded  after  him  to  be  fpedarors  of  his  cru¬ 
cifixion  ;  and  among  others  there  were  many  women, 
who  wept  heartily,  as  they  went,  to  fee  a  perfon  of  bis 
innocence,  worth,  and  ufefulnefs  going  to  be  put  to  fo 
miferable  and  ignominious  a  death:  Some  of  them  being 
moved  thereto  by  the  common  principles  of  humanity 
and  companion,  others  by  the  refpeft  which  his  fame, 
or  their  own  knowledge  of  him  had  raifed  in  their 
minds  toward  him,  and  others  by  a  peculiar  affeftiou 
to  him. 

28  But  Jefus  turning  his  head,  and  feeing  the  bitter 
lamentation  of  fome  that  were  near  him,  was  moved 
with  pity  toward  them,  though  he  him  ft  If  was  in  fuch 

diftreffing 


CKssnL 

Dmgiiten  Jc- 

rafikm  t  weep 
Dot  lor  oic,  but 
weep  for  yror-p 
itlvct,  tad  for 
jw  cbiUrcn. 


ip  For,  heboid, 
the  (tap  are  com* 
ingi  jo  the  which 
tl>ef  (halt  £tf, 
Jticflol  m  the 
barren,  sad  the 
wtunbithat  never 
hare, and  the  pipi 
which  never  gave 
feck. 


30  Then  IhaJl 

they  begin  to  fay 
to  the  moon  - 
taini.  Fill  tmm; 
and  to  the  hilli, 

COYtl  U£. 


%x  For  if  they 
do  ihefe  things  in 
a  green  tree,  what 
fiill  be  done  in 
the  dry  ? 


31  And  there 

were 


m 

tte  Svangellfi  Luke  par&phrafed* 


diftr  effing  circumftances,  and  faid,  Yc  daughters  of 
Jrrufaltniy  my  friends,  do  not  weep  and  take  on  fo 
much  for  me,  who  am  entirely  resigned  to  my  Father’s 
will  in  all  tbefe  fuffe rings,  and  freely  undergo  them 
for  his  glory  and  the  falvation  of  my  people  \  but  turn 
off  the  tide  of  your  forrow  into  tears  of  lamentation 
for  yourfelves  and  your  dear  offspring,  on  account  of 

the  fins  which  in  a  little  time  will  bring  the  heaviest 
judgments  upon  the  inhabitants  of  your  city,  whether 
they  be  young  or  old* 

Z9  For,  obferve  what  1  fay,  the  days  of  Cod’s  yen* 
geance  haften  apace,  in  which  he  will  execute  fuch 
ten i hie  wrath  on  this  city  and  nation,  for  thefe  and  alt 
their  other  crying  abominations,  that,  inftcad  of  rec¬ 
koning  children  a  blefiing,  it  will  then  be  a  fort  of  com¬ 
mon  proverb,  Happy  would  it  have  been  for  us  never 
to  have  been  born,  and  happy  are  thofe  women  that 
never  bore  and  nourtlhed  any  children  to  be  involved 
in  the  dreadful  calami  tics  which  it  would  pierce  their 
beans  to  behold* 

30  Yea,  thiti  wicked  people,  in  their  anguifti  andde- 

fpair,  will  then,  with  to  be  fpeedily  cutoff,  and  even 
buried  alive  under  the  ruins  of  their  mountains,  rather 
than  be  expofed  to  the  further  extreme  miferUs,  which 
they  will  find  to  be  unavoidable :  And  fuch  as  refufe 
to  take  refuge  in  tbe'Meffiah,  (hull,  like  thofe  trem- 
bling  and  amazed  Gnners  of  old,  x*  8*)  call  in 

vain  to  the  hills  and  mountains  to  fkreen  and  flicker 
them  from  the  fierce  anger  of  the  Lord* 

31  For  as  dry  wood  is  fitter  for  the  flames  than 
that  which  is  greeny  fo  if  thefe  JcrufaUm  firmers  bring 
fuch  di  ft  refs  upon  me,  who  am  innocent,  and  have  de¬ 
ferred  no  evil  at  their  hands  %  how  dreadfully  wilt  it  be 
repaid  upon  themfelves,  who  are  loaden  with  iniquity, 
as  fuel  fully  prepared  for  wrath  ?  If  the  Romans  are 
fuffered,  by  the  in  (ligation  of  thefe  Jews^  thus  to  a- 
bufe  and  put  me  to  death,  who  have  never  done  any 
thing  to  offend  them  j  what  fury  will  nor  God  fuffVr, 
and  even  ftirthem  up  to  fhew,  in  the  juft  punifhrvient 
of  this  people,  who  will  provoke  both  nim  and  them  ? 
And  if  Divine  juftice  proceeds  with  fuch  fe  verity  a  gai  nit 
me,  who  have  no  guilt  of  my  own,  hut  am  only  come 
to  be  a  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  others^  what  will  be¬ 
come  of  thofe  heinous  tranfgrcflbrs  themfelvA,  whole 
iniquities  will  be  upon  their  own  heads,  through  their 
rejecting  me? 

32  Now  to  put  the  greater  indignity  upon  Chrift, 
which  God  over-ruled  for  the  literal  fulfilment  of  that 

ancient 


were  al  Hi  twn  o- 

(hrr  m  l\c  M  ort 

k\i  «  th  him  to 
:  t<i  dcJtlh. 
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they  ur\rc  cjmc 

Jo  tlit  yA.iCC 
which  is  ejlkd 
C.ilvary  t  (he  e 
they  crucified 
him  4  and  the  m  i 
1  Let  >rs ;  nne  oil 
the  r\*flt  b^nd, 
pn.[  the  oher  on 
ti;r  ictri, 

34  Then  feid 

jrtin  4  ivirher  , 
foivjve  th/tni 
iUy  know  ROC 
^ '  hry  d:>, 
Aad  mey  jiarted 
mimetic,  and 
loIS- 

W  r  ■  »p 


anrienr  prophecy,  He  was  numbered  with  tranfgr effort 
{Ifa*  till-  iz*)  his  enemies  Jed  him  in  company  with 
two  infamous  malefactors,  who  lay  under  fen  te  nee  of 
death  for  robbery,  that  he  might  be  crucified  together 
with  them,  and  the  people  might  be  induced  to  think 
that  his  crimes  were  as  great  and  injurious  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  a*  thdrs. 

33  And  when  they  arrived  at  mount  Cafvaryy  which 
fignifics  the  place  of  a  fltull,  (fee  the  note  on  Mat *  xxvii* 
33*)  there  they  nailed  him  through  his  bands  and  feet 
to  the  croft  ;  and  then  fet  it  up,  between  the  two  noto¬ 
rious  thieves,  they  hanging  one  on  each  Gde  of  him* 
as  if  he  were  the  worft  criminal  of  the  three*  (See  the 
fecond  note  on  fflatfb*  xxvii,  a6.) 

34  Then  h^difeoveredamoftejpemphry, compaflion- 
ate,  and  gracious  temper,  even  to. his  barbarous  crucit 
fier^,  faying.  Father,  lay  not  this  iniquity  to  their  charge; 
and  inflrad  of  revenging  mv  blood  upon  them,  which 
they  ate  (bedding*  let  it  plead  for  their  obtaining  re* 
pcmancc  and  rrmiflion  of  fin  :  For  though  their  guilt 
be  exceeding  great  and  aggravated,  there  is  room  for  a 
pardon,  fincc  they  do  not  know  that  they  are  crucify* 
ing  the  Lord  of  glory*  And  whilfi  he  was  thus  pity# 
ing  and  praying  for  them,  the  four  foldiers,  who  were 
Iris  mod  immediate  executioners,  werehufy  in  dividing 
his  clothes,  which  were  their  perquifite  :  Bur,  as  his 
upper  garment  was  all  of  one  piece,  they  caft  lots  who 
fhould  have  it,  and  fo  pun&ually,  though  not  defign- 
edly,  fulfilled  the  prophecy,  ( P/ai  xxii*  iS.)  where  it 
is  faid,  They  parted  nty  garments  among  thetny  and  cajt 
lets  upon  my  vejlure. 

35  At  the  fame  time  the  common  people  Handing  by, 
looked  at  him,  and  (poke  of  him,  with  (corn  and  deri- 
(ion;  and  the  chief  priefts  and  elders,  not  with  Handing 
the  gravity  of  their  chara&ers,  joined  with  the  moh  in 
infulting  and  ridiculing  him,  faying,  He  pretended  to 
heal  difeafes,  caft  out  devils,  raife  the  dead,  and  bring 
fa  i  vat  ion  to  lfrac!\  Jet  him  now  (hew  his  miraculous 
power  in  delivering  himfelf  from  the  crofs  *  ;  if  he  be 
indeed  the  Meifiah,  as  be  vainly  beads,  now  is  his  time 
to  give  proof  of  it,  by  Caving  himfelf  from  death* 

36,  37  The 

T 

to  confirm  bk  doAnne*  ami  not  to  make  an 
atoneiceu:  for  fin,  his  delivering  himfelf  from 
the  crofs,  after  he  vs,  oaikd  to  it,  would 
buve  undoubtedly  anfwoti]  that  end,  much 
floeit  wre  the  nbfiinate  prejudices  of  their  ‘  more  tUn  his  undergoing  doth  hftlf  couM 
thiit  thev  would  not  hire  believed  in  be  fuppofed  to  doit*  Sec  the  apteou  Matfiy 
fclm  :  And  yet  if  Chilli  deilg^eJ  only  jfXyiL  4a* 


And  the 

ffciplc  flood  hf' 
oldhsg:  and  the 
ruler*  alio  with 
tliem  derided  b f«, 

Hived 

other*  ;  let  him 
f ive  himfelf,  If 
he  be  Clvrift  the 
pholen  of  God* 


. NO 

*  They  faid  this  to  infuk  him,  tq  iqctnic 

the  pi'iptc  ag.dnft  him  *  and  to  jnftify  them’ 
in  brin^in^  him  to  this  (ham  eful  death, 
Put  hod  bedded  this  mirydr  mail  hisothen, 


Cli*  Xxliu 

36  And  tl it  ibl- 
dicn  ?Uq  mocked 
him,  coming  to 
him,  and  offering 
him  vinegar,  ( 

3T  And  frying. 
If  thou  bo  the 
king  of  the  Jew*, 
lave  dtyfelf. 


3 9  And  a  fu- 
pcrfcriptfon  alfb 
was  written  over 
him,  to  letters  of 
Greek*  and  U* 

Ijd,  and  Ilchrev, 

THIS  IS  THE 
KtMG  OF  THE 
JEWS, 
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IP  And  one  of 
the  male  fetter*, 
which  were  hang* 
ed,  railed  on  him, 
laying*  If  thon 
be  Chrift*  liivc 
diyfelf  and  us. 


40  But  the 
ther  anfwermg 

tc  btiked  hloiffay* 
ing,  Doft  not 
them  fear  God, 
feeing  thou  art  in 
the  feme  con* 

duonatioa  f 


4t  And  we 
indeed }uftly»  for 
we  receive  the 
due  reward  of 
our  deeds :  but 
tbU  man  hath 
done  nothing  a- 

nufi. 


3 <5,  37  The  foldters  tbat  attended  his  crucifixion 

like  wife  abufed  and  vilified  him  ;  and,  in  (lead  of  com- 

paffionately  giving  him  Tome  cooling  or  intoxicating 

cordial  to  ea(e  his  pains,  they  came  and  offered  him  vi¬ 
negar  to  drink,  (fee  the  note  on  John  xix.  3  8,  29.) ; 
and,  in  a  way  of  icornful  infult,  they  challenged  him 
to  free  himfelf  from  the  tortures  and  the  death  of  the 
crofs,  and  thereby  prove  himfelf  to  be  IfraeP s  Melliah. 

38  And,  further  to  expofe  him  to  the  ridicule  and  re- 
tenement  of  the  people,  Pilate,  according  to  the  Roman 
cuftom  of  Ipeafying  the  crimes  of  malefaftors  at  their 
execution,  wrote  a  title  of  this  import,  JeJus  the  King 
of  the  Jews  1  and  this  was  placed  over  his  head  in 

GrcehtLatin#aA  Htbre 10, the  three  chief  living  languages 
of  the  day,  that  (hangers  as  well  as  Jews  might  be 
able  to  read  it :  But  God  over-ruled  the  infeription  to 
the  honour  of  his  Son,  it  being  in  fact  a  declaration  of 

the  real  truth  of  his  chara&er,  and  an  intimation  of 
the  near  ccnccm,  which  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  perfous  of 
all  languages  and  nations  had  in  it. 

39  Qne  of  the  thieves  alfo,  that  were  crucified  with 
him,  being  infenfiblc  of  his  own  fin,  and  of  the  inno¬ 
cence,  worth,  and  dignity  of  Chrift,  reproached  him 
as  if  he  were  an  impoftor,  crying  out,  wirb  daring  in- 
folence  and  mockery.  If  you  be  the  Meffiah,  as  you 
pretend,  come,  let  us  fee  what  you  can  do  to  deliver 
yoorfelf  and  us  from  our  miferable  and  dying  circuru- 
ftanees.  (See  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvtj.  44.) 

40  But  the  other  thiePs  heart  being  touched,  and 
melted  by  diftinguifhing  grace,  was  made  deeply  fen- 
fible  of  the  enormity  of  his  own  guilr,  and  bi  ought  to 
believe  in  Jcfus  as  the  true  Mefluh  and 'therefore,  call¬ 
ing  to  his  fellow-criminal  and  fufferer,  he  feverely  re¬ 
proved  him,  faying,  What  defperate  and  infolem  lan¬ 
guage  is  this?  How  dare, you  be  fo  horribly  wicked, 
and  call  off  all  fear  of  God,  and  of  further  provoking 
him,  juft  as  you  are  going  to  appear  at  his  awful  bar  ; 
fince  yon  are  fuffering  under  a  feme  nee  of  death,  as 
well  as  Jefus  and  1? 

41  And  as  for  you  and  me,  it  is  highly  juft  in  God, 

and  in  the  government  too,  that  wc  iliould  undergo  all 
the  punifhment  infli&ed  upon  us  j  for  the  notorious 
crimes  we  have  been  guilty  of  deferve  it :  But  as  for 
this  righteous  and  holy  perfon,  he  fuffers  wrongfully, 
having  committed  no  fault  at  all,  nor  done  any  thing 
unworthy  of  his  great  and  glorious  ch.irai.ler:  See  with 
what  meeknefs,  patience,  and  mercy  toward  his  very 
enemies  he  behaves  under  all  their  injuries  and  affronts! 

4i  And 


343 

41  And  he  Hli-l 
unto  jrlki?,  lord, 
nifticsnhrr  me 
■when  thou  fum- 

rit  ed to  thy  kiag- 
dcm. 


4}  And  Jcfiis 

^iid  unto  him , 
Verily  I  liiy  unto 
yoB,To-day  (halt 
thmj  he  with  me 
in  Fsradjiu 


44  And  ii 

about  ibc  flMll 
llou^  and  there 

w  jf  %  eUrknds 
over  all  ihe  earth 
pntij  the  ninth 


4S  And  the  (yq 
was.  darkened  .and 
f.\\e  vjil  of  the 
lenjple  was  rent 


The  Evangelist  Luce  paraphrafed.  Ch. xxiii, 

43  And  having  thus,  by  eonfcflir.g  his  own  crime, 
given  glory  to  God,  and  rebuked  his  companion  in  fin, 
he  then*  directing  bis  fpeech  to  Jcfus,  confpfled  his  faith 
in  him,  and  implored  his  grace,  faying,  Lord,  I  believe 
that  thou  art  indeed  the  Meffiah,  and  Saviour  of  all 
who  truft  in  thee,  and  that  thy  fuffe rings  will  iffue  in 
an  advancement  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  O,  when 
thou  art  exalted  upon  thy  throne  of  glory  there,  re-; 
member  me  in  the  greatneis  of  thy  mercy,  and  grant 
that  1  may  dwell  with  thee  for  ever  *  ! 

43  Jefus,  in  the  riches  of  his  condefcenfion  and 
grace,  replied.  Thy  petition  is  granted  ;  1  affine  thee, 
that  this  very  day,  as  foon  as  ever  you  breathe  your 
lad,  your  foul  (hall  be  with  me  in  that  {fate  of  blefled- 
nefs,  which  the  feparate  fpirits  of  the  righteous  enjoy 
in  the  heavenly  man  Rons,  and  which  is  a  paradife  of 
divine  delights,  much  better  than  the  earthly  paradife, 
which  man  was  expelled  for  his  apofbey  from  God. 

44  By  this  time  it  was  full  noon,  which,  according 
to  the  jevitfb  way  of  computation,  was  the  fixth  hour 
of  the  day ;  and  then  there  was  a  thick  darknefs  over 
ail  the  land  of  Judeat  and  other  countries,  which  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  ninth  hour,  or,  according  to  the  Roman 
way  of  reckoning,  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  (Sec 
the  note  on  Mark  zv.  25.) 

45  And  this  darknefs  was  occafioncd  by  a  miracu¬ 
lous  eclipfe  of  the  fun,  as  if  that  great  luminary  bluth- 
ed  to  behold  the  wickednefs  of  Chrift’s  cruciCers,  and 
the  extremity  of  his  fufferings.  (See  the  note  on  Mattb. 
xxvii.  45.)  And  another  prodigy  attending  his  death 
was,  that  the  hanging  between  the  fanttjjary  and  the 
holy  of  holies  was  torn  a  funder  from  top  to  bottom,  as 
an  intimation,  that  the  holtnefs  of  the  temple  was  abo* 
lifted,  that  the  formerly  vailed  ray  ft  erics  were  explain¬ 
ed,  that  the  partition-wall  between  Jews  and  Gentiles 
was  broken  down,  {Eph,  ii.  14.)  and  that  a  way  was 
Opened  by  the  blood  of  jefus  for  all  true  believers,  of 
what  nation  foever,  to  have  free  accefs  into  the  holiril 
of  aJI,  even  heaven  ifl'ejf.  {Hpb.  1,  19,  20.} 

'  4 6  And 

T  S. 

is  a  good  argument  again  A  deCpair;  hat  Iv 

no  enttwragCifient  to  any  in  defer  iff  nr  feidt 

and  repentance  to  the  bA  hour,  fince, 
far  as  appears,  thb  vt;  the  firft  timt  that 
tbb  criminal  b#d  ah  opportunity  of  knowing 
an y  thing  about  Chrift ;  and  his  conycrftob 
was  deljgntd  to  put  a  peculiar  jjlory  upon  the 
Saviour  it  his  death,  whilft  his  enemies  dei 
ridctl  him,  and  h:s  otflj  difeipk^  either  jlpr 

or  for foot  J 

'  h  F  i  4  > 


N  0 

t  JI’i~  vas  31  furprrai/ig  degree  of  know* 
fjidi,  rryuntancr,  and  other  graces, 
pH  of  work?,  as  their  rniir^ 

ill  thh  tliitfs  public  (anfcflipu  of  hit  (io, 

his  fdjmv-rrjivinal,  and  honour* 
it;  ft  i  muoy  to  Chrift,  and  prufeffion  of 
f;drh  in  him,  whilft  be  wis'lo  fuch  difpmre- 
tul  an  diutiVriugcirciitn  fiances,  as  wtwRum- 
hJia^cvcn  to  lus  difriplcr.  This  thews  the 
power  and  of  divine  and 


Ch.n S3. 

46  And,  when 

Jcfus  bd  cried 
*Aiihah^d  voice^ 
h  Aid,  Father* 
into  thy  hind*  I 
cnmmeodmyfpir 
tit :  and}  biin£ 
ftid  [hu»,  he  gave 
tjp  [be  ghoft* 


ffe  Epaegetift  Lukb  parapbrafed. 
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47  Now*  when 
the  centurion  Taw 
u'jt&t  was  done, 
be  glorified  God, 
Jiytng,  Certainly 
ihU  was  a  rigbte- 
put  miQ, 


49  And  ill  the 

people  that  came 
togeriicr  to  that 

fight*  Molding 
the  things  which 
were  done,  fmotc 
their  hittils  aod 
k  turned. 


49  And  ill  his 

*  cqi  urinta  net*  and 
the  women  that 
followed  him 
from  Galilee  * 
flood  afar  oJf  be¬ 
holding  theft 
things- 

fo  And,  he- 

hold,  tbtre  TUdi 

ji  itiui  named  Jo* 
feph,  a.  cauniel- 
lor;  and  bt  vat 
2  good  man,  and 

*  ju<t* 

ci  (The  lime 
f  had 


'  46  And  about  tbroco’clock,  to  (hew  how  willing  be 
was  to  yield  himfelf  up  to  death*  (fee  the  note  on 
Mattk*  xxvii.  50.)  he  cried  out  with  a  flrong  voice* 
in  the  words  of  David,  {Pfal.  'xxxi.  ^  Father,  into  tbj 
hands  I  command  my  J pint .  q.  d.  Father*  the  work  is 
done}  I  now  make  the  offering  of  my  foul  to  thee*  and 
pay  it  down  as  a  price  of  redemption  into  thine  hand*  in 
confidence  that*  according  to  covenant- agreement  be¬ 
tween  ns*  I  Hull  receive  a  full  reward  s  and  I  commit 
my  departing  fpirit  to  thy  faithfulnefs*.  care*  and  love* 
in  full  dependence  that  it  fliail  be  received  to  glory*  and 
re-united  with  my  body  to  dwell  with  thee  for  ever. 
And*  as  foon. as  he  had  thus  fpoke*  he  refigned  his  la|k 
breath*  to.  teach  and  encourage  his  difciples  to  die  fob- 
miffively  and  in' faith*  after  his  example*  with  the  word 
of.  God  in  their -mouths. 

.  47  NoJw  when  the  Roman  officer  of  the  hand*  that 
had. the  care  of  his  execution*  faw  the  great  cclipfe* 
and  the  earthquake*  and  obferved  Chrilt’s  holy*  meek* 
and  heavenly  behaviour,  during  his  crucifixion*  be*  the 
fbtdiers  therein  joining  with  him*  could  not  help  fay¬ 
ing*  to  the  divine*  glory,  that  he  verily  believed  Jcfus 
to  be  an  extraordinary  holy  man*  and  even  the  Son  of 
God*  {Matthi-'-xtrsL  54.)  though  he  had  been  char¬ 
ged  with  hlafphemy*  and  crucified  for  averting  it* 

48  And  the  generality  of  the  multitude  there  pre¬ 
fer  t,  when  they  faw  all  the  affe&ing  things  that  attend¬ 
ed  bis  death,  were  (truck  with  grief  and  rcraorfe  at  the 
thoughts  of  what  had  been  unrighteoufly  done  to  fuch 
an  innocent  and  excellent  perfon  j  and  went  away  from 
the  fight  fruiting  their  breads*  in  token  of  their  bitter 
lamentation  and  trouble  on  that  account,  and  in  fear 
of  what  might  be  the  dreadful  confcquence  to  them* 
(elves  and  others. 

4p  There  were  like  wife  a  great  number  of  bis  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  difciples*  and  among  them  feveral  wo¬ 
men*  who*  out  of  their  great  affe&ion*  bad  attended 
him  in  his  mini  dry  and  labours,  even  as  far  as  from 
Galilee  \  thefe  ftood  among  the  fpeftators*  moil  of  them 
at  a  great  difiance  from  the  crofis,  looking  upon  their 
fufFcring  Lord  wirh  mournful  hearts  and  weeping  eyes. 

50,  51  And  as  he  was  put  to  death  before  many 
witnefles,  in  clrcumfiances  which  punctually  accom¬ 
pli  (hed  feveral  prophecies  concerning  him  j  fo  it  is  ob- 
fcrvahle*  that  Providence  ordered  his  burial  to  be  made 
Vfitb  the  rich  in  bis  death *  according  to  the  prediction 
in  I/a .  iiii.  9.  Theje  was  a  jsani  of  diftindton  and 

character. 
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)nd  not  confetti* 
c4  tofoccounid 
and  dcedtf  them: 
bt  waf  of  Arbns- 
thca,  a  cuy  of  \ht 
lews:  (whodfo 
himfdf  «aitedf«r 
ike  kingdom  of 


S%  TTiij  man 
went  unto  Pibte, 
*nd  tagged  the 
body  •TJefup* 


charter,  Jofeph  of  Arimatbea  *,  who  was  a  mem  be  r 
of  the  great  council,  and  a  man  of  probity  and  religi¬ 
on,  who  alfo  expe&ed  the  MefBah’s  appearing  at  this 
time  to  frt  up  his  kingdom  in  the  world,  and  was  a  fe- 
Crct  dilctple  of  Jrfus,  though  for  fear  of  the  JeviSy  he 
did  not  publicly  own  it,  (Join  xix.  38.) :  This  man, 
when  his  Lord  was  examined,  Judged,  and  condemned 
by  ibe  fanbedrim,  would  by  no  meaii9  content  to  their 
Cruel  and  unrighteous  confultations  and  proceedings  a- 
gainft  him. 

52  And  he  was  fpirited  to  fbew  an  honourable  re* 
fpefl  to  Chril),  even  whiilt  he  lay  under  the  wcaknrfs 
and  difgrace  cf  a  crucifixion  :  For,  as  foon  as  he  was 
certainly  known  to  be  dead,  JoJepi  cook  courage  and 
went  to  P ilatey  begging  a  grant  of  his  body,  that  be 
might  have  power  to  difpofc  of  it,  and  fo  might  pre¬ 
vent  its  being  ignominioufly  buried  with  the  two  other 
criminals  that  were  executed  with  him. 


S3  AnJtwtook 

it  down*  and 
wrapped  U  in  li¬ 
nen*  and  laid  it 
in  *  frpakhre 
that  TV25  hewn  in 
done  *  wherein 

-never  nvm  before 

vmliid* 


53  And  having  obtained  this  requeil,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  went  to  the  crofs  with  the  governor’s  warrant ; 
and,  unnailing  the  body,  took  it  away,  and  wrapped  it 
up  in  a  clean  Ihtet,  and  then  placed  it  in  a  new  tomb^ 
which  had  betn  cut  in  a  folid  rock,  and  in  which  no 

corpfe  had  ever  been  interred  before ;  fo  that  the  feput- 
chre  could  not  ealily  be  broke  into,  nor  could  any  other 
body  be  miftaken  for  that  of  Jifus,  which,  with  other 
ciicumftances  of  laying  a  great  ftoue  to  flop  up  the  door, 
and  fetting  a  Teal  upon  it,  and  a  watch  before  it,  was 
ordered  by  Providence  for  the  more  unexceptionable  e- 
vidence  of  Ch rift’s  refurrefUon,  when  it  Oiould  come 


14-  And  (fat 
day  vu  the  pre¬ 
paration*  and  the 
rabbafo  drew  on* 


Sf  And  the 
women  altf>  * 
which  ea me  with 
film  £rwn  Galilee* 
followed  after  * 
and  beheld  the 
ftpiilchrc  t  »nd 

how 


to  pafs. 

54  Nov  all  this  was  done  on  the  filth  day  of  the 
week,  the  day  before  the  fabbath  *  and  fo  much  expe¬ 
dition  was  ufed  in  it,  that  theft  affairs  might  not  break 
in  upon  the  religious  ferviees  of  that  holy  day*  which, 
it  being  toward  fun*fer,  was  then  coming  on* 

55  And  during  all  tbefe  tran  fail  tons  about  the  cru¬ 
cifixion  and  interment  of  our  Lord,  the  good  women, 
who  had  attended  him  from  GaHUdf  followed  him  for- 
rowing,  firft  to  his  crofs,  and  afterwards  to  his  funeral, 
and  particularly  obfcrved  the  fepulcbre,  where  his  ho- 

dy 


NOTE. 

*  ms  probably  Eemth  in  the  that  were  fit  over  th;  affairs  of  a  co- 

Inta  of  which  Ufpoktn  of  in  Jajk*  lony,  But  alt  tbc  orcumftanoes  rebted  Cop- 

xvii L'  if.  It  was  alfo  called  Eataafbtam,  and  ttming  him  feem  rather  to  Lrttmatc  that  he 
was  (he  place  where  Semtitl  was  born,  (i  vu  a  Jtvt ;  and  its  being  find*  that  be  con* 
$a i-  1*  10.)  Some  fupjmfc  that  jiftpb  fcntcd  not  totht  titunfcl  end  tbt  dttd  of  the 
was  one  of  Pf tor*#  council,  and  others  that  fcuhedirm,  intimates,  that  he  war  one  of 
jie  vis  a  Dmiw,  or  one  of  foe  uo  chief  men  them,  or  one  of  foe  kigh-prieft**  cotmeiL 
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dy  vas  hid, and  in  what  Banner  it  wasdepofited  there. 

56  And,  immediately  after  tbis»  they  went  their 
way  ro  get  and  mis  coltiy  fpices  and  fweet  oils, 

for  an  embalmcnt  of  the  body  of  JeTus  \  and  the  next 
day, -being  the‘fabhatb>  they,  in  obedience  to  the  com* 
mand  of  God  for  r tiling  from  ferviie  works  thereon, 
deferred  going  to  perforin  that  office  of  rcfpcS  to  him* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

■ 

How  worthy  is  ottv  dear  Redeemer  to  be  received  and  owned  u  our  Saviour 
and  our  King !  But  b t\w  great  is  the  power  of  prejudice  agaipft  him !  It  flight* 
and  derides  him,  btcatiifc  be  does  not  gratify  curiofity,  and  anfwcr  unfrafonaMf 
demands;  it  nufee  evidently  falfe  accufationa  againfthim,  prefers  the  vileft  of 
men,  and  temporal  interefls  to  him*  and  cannot  be  fatisfied  that  be  IbouM 
reign,  or  that  his  name  and  intereft  fhould  live  in  the  world.  But  how  did  God 
over  rule  alMhe  defigns  and  management  of  his  enemies*  for  fulfilling  the 
fcriptuirs  concerning  him;  and  publicity  own  him  hy  the  prodigies  that  attended 
his  death  1  How  did  he  conftrain  the  heathen  judge,'  centurion,  and  foldiers, 
that  were  concerned  in  Chrift's  crucifixion,  to  bear  an  honourable  teftimony  to 
him  *  and  make  the  multitude  of  fpeftators,  as  well  as  his  difdptcs  and  friends* 
finite  their  breafts  in  bewailing  him !  And  how  were  the  hearts  of  high  and  low 
inclined  to  fhew  tokens  of  the  greateft  refped  to  him  !  But  O  the  weak  refs  and 
depravl*y  of  human  nature,  even  when  it  appears  to  be  beft  difpofed  1  How  ma¬ 
ny,  litePflate,  fee  in  to  be  w^l(  affctfted  toward  Chrift,  convinced  of  his  worth* 
and  inclined  to  favour  his  righteous  caufc  ;  and  yet  through  importunity  am!  fear, 
and  through  the  temptations  of  this  world,  violate  all  the  facred  bonds  of  right 
and  truth*  coricienee^nd  honour,  in  their  behaviour  towards  him !— What  a  day 
pf  lamentation  and  diftrefs  was  that  in  which  our  bkfled  Lord  was  crucified ; 
how  terrible  to  him,  and  with  what  holy  *  mourning  fhould  his  people  reflect  on 
what  their  fins  then  coft  him  !  But  our  affections  may  be  touched  at  the  moving 
floiy  oft  be  barbarous  ulage  be  met  with,  and  of  Ms  dying  love,  without  an  effec¬ 
tual  change  upon  our  hearts,  a od  without  true  faith  in  him,  or  love  to  him; 
arid  if  after  alt  we  vejeft  him  through  unbelief,  our  lamentation  will  one  day  be 
dreadful  for  ourfelves,  on  account  of  our  neglects  of  him,  and  oppofition  to  him* 
Ah  how  little  do  tinners  think  what  they  are  doing,  while  they  rejeft  ChiiJl  1 
and  yet  their  ignorance  is  attended  with  ib  many  aggravations,  as  make  it  high¬ 
ly  criminal,  and  need  forgivenpfs?  But  how  much  more  aggravated  frill  are  tins* 
compiled  agaiaft  light  and  evidence  1  What  dreadful  Jiardnefs  of  heart  do  thefe 
bring  r  pon  the  tinner;  and  what  mfupportahle  wrath  do  they  expofe  him  to  | 
and  yet  how  cnmpafiionate  and  gracious  is  a  fu tiering  and  interceding  Saviour* 
toward  the  worft  of  his  enemies)  How  ready  to  forgive  them!  And  how  free 
and  difiirguilliing  is  his  grace  in  bringing  one  mak  factor  to  faith,  repentance* 
and  eternal  life,  and  that  at  the  laft  hour,  whilft  another  is  left  to  pcrfiit  in  the 
defperate  wicked nefs  of  his  own  heart,  to  his  eternal  perdition!  And  when 
grace  mfccs  an  effectual  change*  wh*l  confrfitoti  of  fin,  and  of  the  juftice  of  our 
fuflerings  for  it;  what  honourable  thougbts  of  ChriA,  and  grief  at  the  iniquity 
of  fellow -criminals ;  what  companion  for  them,  and  endeavours  to  reclatm  them; 
and  what  concern  about,  and  applications  by  faith  to  the  Lord  Jefus  for  Jalva* 
Hon,  will  it  produce  in  us  I  But  late  examples  of  mercy  fhould  never  encourage 
any  to  prcfiune^Thcfe  fouls  of  ours  are  immortal;  and  if  we  have  an  intcreft  in 
Chrift,  they  go,  immediately  after  death,  to  be  glorified  with  him*  With  what 
compofure,  therefore,  in  a  dying  hour,  may  the  believer  commit  his  departing 
fpirit  into  the  hands  of  a  reconciled  God  and  Father,  through  the  great  Redeem¬ 
er,  and  after  his  example,  in  humble  confidence  that  he  will  accept*  and  own* 
wd  receive  it  to  glory! 


hnw  hk  body  vis 
U:d. 

j*  And  they 
returned  *  inn 
prepared  (pices 

dtd  otatmsoti ; 

reflad  the 
Lbhath-4iy,  ic- 
conding  to  the 

CL-mmaralmeat* 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 


The  refurre&ion  <f  Chrift^  as  declared  to  the  isfomen^  i , — 8.  As  reported 
to  the  di/ctpleSi  9> — 12.  As  made  known  by  Chrifi  himfelfto  two  cf 
them  who  were  going  to  Emmdujj  13, — 35,  To  the  reft  of  them 
affembled  together y  36, — 49*  And*  laft  qf  ally  at  hie  aftenfton  to 
heaven^  50, — 53. 


Tbit. 

WOW  upon  the 
firft  iay  of 
the  week,  very 
early  in  (he  morn¬ 
ing,  they  came 
unto  the  fepiit* 
jthre  t  bringing 
the  firiots  w£[ch 
they  had  prepar¬ 
ed,  and  cenam 
others  with  them. 


%  And  they 
Jonod  the  rtone 
foiled  away  from 
the  Jepolcbp-* 


3  And  they 
entered  ior  and 
found  not  the  to* 
dy  of  the  Lord 
Jcfiu* 


4  And  it  cunt 
to  paf$f  at  they 
were  much  per¬ 
plexed  the  re  a  - 
tout,  betold ,  two 
men  flood  by 
them  in  Aiding 
garment*. 


I  And  ,  as 

fhey  Were  afraid, 
Iikd  bowed  down 
fhnr  facet  to-  the 
*ar:h ,  they  find 

unto 


PdRAf  HRASE+ 

TT^HEN  the  JewiJb  fabbatb  was  ended,  (lee  the 
”  ■  note  on  Mattb.  xxviii.  i.)  the  women)  who  on 
the  evening  before  that  day  had  prepared  fpices  and 
ointment,  went  and  carried  them  to  Chrift's  fepulchre, 
about  fun-riling  of  the  .full  day  of  the  week,  in  hopes 
of  an  opportunity  for  tiling  them  in  embalming  his  dead 
corpfe :  And  fome  other  good  women,  having  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  their  dengn,  attended  them  to  teftify 
their  a fle£Uo n,  and  indulge  their  grief,  and  to  i&ft  in 
the  work. 

2  And  when  they  arrived  at  the  place,  they,  to  their 
great  furprize,  found  one  of  their  chief  difficulties  re¬ 
moved,  in  that  the  great  ftone,  which  they  had  Teen 
placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  fepulchre,  was  rolled  a- 
way  hy  an  angeL  (See  the  paraphrafe  on  Mattb. 
xxviii,  2.) 

3  Then  the  women  came  op  with  a  defign  of  going 
into  the  fepulchre}  and,  (uwahrti)  as  they  were  enter¬ 
ing  in,  they  looked  and  faw  that  the  body  of  their  Lord 
was  removed.  (See  the  notes  on  Mattb.  xxviii.  7.  and 
Mart  xvi.  $.} 

4  And  while  they  were  thereupon  exceedingly  trou¬ 
bled,  in  thinking  what  might  become  of  ir,  they 
were  furprifed  with  the  appearance  of  two  angels,  in 
the  form  and  likenefs  of  men,  who  (**•»»»««)  present¬ 
ed  themfelves  near  to  them,  and  were  arrayed  in  robes 
of  Uluftrious  light  and  glory}  and,  being  two,  were 
fufficient  for  a  valid,  as  well  as  honourable  teftimo* 
ny,  to  their  great  Lord.  (See  the  laft  note  on  Mattb . 
xxviii.  2.) 

y  At  this  amazing  fight  the  women  were  filled  with 
terror,  as  finful  mortals  are  apt  to  be,  under  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  guilt  at  any  extraordinary  appearance ;  and 
in  the  reverence,  awe,  and  furprife  of  their  minds, 
they  bowed  themfelves  exceeding  low,  with  their  faces 
toward  the  ground,  (till  looking  about  for  the  body  of 


Ch«  xxiiL’ 


onio  them,  Why 
fcck  ye  the  Hviag 
among  the  dad  ! 

tf  He  is  not 
here,  but  iirifen* 
r  emember  how  he 
udco  you 
when  He  «u  yd 
in  Galilee, 

7  Saying,  The 
Son  of  man  mull 
he  delivered  info 

the  hands  of  fin- 

t'ul  men,  and  be 
crucified,  and  lire 

ill  ltd  day  rift  a* 
£UQ. 


8  And  they  re- 
n  cm  be  red  hU 
words. 


9  And  return¬ 
ed  from  the  fe- 

pvilchrt,  aod  told 

k\\  thtfc  things 
unto  the  eleven, 

and  to  all  the 
fell. 


to  It  wai  Muy 
Tvla^iaknc,  and 
joaima,  and  Ma¬ 
ry  jlv  metbrr  of 
Janies,  and  other 

w>intn  thvl  mif 

ukli  them  t  which 
told  theft  things 
unto  theapoftles. 

vi  And  itmr 
words  ftemed  to 
then*  as  idle  tales, 
and  they  bettered 
them  dou 


The  EvangtBft  Luke  parapbraftJ. 

Jefua  ;  Then  one  of  the  angels,  fpeaking  in  the  frame 
of  both*  {ftfattb*)  xxviii.  5.  and  Mark  xvi.  6*)  faidun- 
to  them  *  Why  do  ye  rake  fo  much  pains  in  coming  hi* 
ther  to  find  a  perfon  in  a  frpulchre  of  the  dead,  who  19 
realty  alive  ? 

<i>  7  Jcfus^whom  ye  thus  carefully  are  fcarcbmg  af« 
wr,  and  who  was  dead*  is  actually  rifert;  and  ye  need 
not  wonder  at  this,  htitfhould  rather  have  believed  and 
expected  it,  confidering  what  he  himfelf  often  told  you 
beforc-hand  about  it*  Do  not  you  remehihei  how  again 
and  again,  and  particularly  when  he  was  with  his  dif- 
ciples  in  Galilee  y  (Mattb*  xvi*  21-  and  xx.  jp*  and 
Luke  11.  22,  44*)  be  afTured  them  that,  according  to 
the  determinate  council  of  God,  he  mull  be  given  up 
into  tbc  bands  of  wicked  mm,  and  be  put  to  death  by  a 
crucifixion,  and  that  on  the  third  day  he*  ihould  rife  again  ? 

8  Upon  their  being  reminded  of  this,  they  recot* 
lefted  what  they  had  formerly  heard  of  their  Lord’* 
own  predictions  about  it;  which  was  a  great  evidence 
that  he  was  nfen  indeed,  though  it  did  not  fully  filence 
their  doubts*  (Sec  the  note  on  John  xx*  2.) 

9  And,  according  to  the  direction  given  by  the  an* 
gels,  they  immediately  departed  from  the  fepulcbre  to 
carry  the  aftonifliing  tidings  of  all  that  they  had  feet* 
and  hoard  to  the  eleven  apotUcs,  and  to  any  other  djf- 
,ciples  whom  they  might  meet  with  there,  they  them- 
ftlvcs  being  (truck  with  a  mixture  of  fenr  and  wonder* 
as  not  well  knowing  what  to  believe,  (Mark  xvi*  7,  8.) 

10  Now  the  names  of  thefe  women,  who  were  the 
fir  ft  witnefles  of  the  refurre&ion  of  Chrift,  and  the 

firft  meflengers  of  it  to  the  other  difciplcs,  were  Mary 
MagdaUnet  out  of  whom  he  had  caff  feven  devils ;  and 
Joannat  the  wife  of  Cbuzay  Herod's  flewatd,  (Luke 
Tiii.  2, 3.)  ;  and  another  Mary*  who  was  the  mother  of 
James  the  left,  (Mark  xv.  40.};  with  the  other  wo¬ 
men,  who  attended  them  to  his  ftptdchrc*.  (vtr.  1.) 

11  And  when  they  came  and  delivered  their  mef- 
fage,  the  difciples  were  fo  full  of  prejudices  againfl  the 
dodrtne  of  Ohrid's  refur  region,  fo  though  clefs  about 
it,  fo  ignorant  and  unbelieving  with  regard  to  the  inti¬ 
mations  be  had  given  of  it,  and  fo  overwhelmed  with 
deje&km,  difappointmenr,  and  defpair,  that  they  look¬ 
ed  upon  thefe  women's  report,  as  a  filly,  fanciful,  weak, 
and  unlikely  (lory,  and  could  not  give  any  credit  to  it. 

12  How- 


NOTE. 

*  Theft  w ere  the  Grit  wltnedei  and  mef-  cton,  as  if  either  fora  fir  fraud  had  been  em* 
linprs  of  bis  [eftmdbn,  lo  {hew  the  ctmdc-  ployed  tn  the  of  this  important 

leer  Gun  of  Chrift  (  and  co  take  ^fF  all  fbfpi*  aHair* 


aj4  72#  Etoafigetift  Ltf  £“£  faraphra/ed.  C&«  zsiiL 


i»  Then  aioft 

Finer,  and  ran  in¬ 
to  the  fiepolcHrej 

Add  ,  ftoflprng 

down,  be  beheld 
the  Knot  clothe* 
| aiil  by  then- 
gives,  and  de¬ 
puted,  'wonder ' 
jug  in  hunfelf  at 
that  whldb  was 

come  to 


v  3  And,  be¬ 
hold,  two  of  them 
went  that  fame 
daf  to  a  village 
called  Eiatnau^ 
which  was  from 
Jerafaiem  abetti 
(hrecfcorc  fur¬ 
longs. 

*4  And  they 
talk  dt  together  of 
ail  theft  things 
which  had  bap* 
pened. 

1 1  And  it  came 
I?  pais  ,  that , 
while  they  com¬ 
muned  together  f 
and  roTond,  Je* 
fiu  himftlf  drew 
near,  and  went 
with  them* 

j6  Hot  their 
eye*  were  hoideo 
that  they  ibcruld 
not  know  him. 


12  However,  (*)  Petfr9  upon  hearing  this  ftrangc 
account,  haftened  away  to  the  fepulchrc,  together  with 
jhbnf  {John  xx,  2,  3*)  to  fee  Whether  there  were  any 
appearance  of  ice  being  true  ;  and  going  in  {John  it, 
6-;  he  faw  the  linen  clothes  in  which  the  body  of  his 
Lord  had  heen  buried,  but  could  not  find  the  body  it* 
felf.  And  when  he  had  thoroughly  frarched  the  fepul- 
chre,  and  obfcrved  that  the  orderly  pofinon  of  the  bu¬ 
rial*  wrappers  had  no  appearance  of  fuch  hafte  or  hur¬ 
ry,  as  might  be  expe&ed  in  clandeftmdy  removing  the 
deadcorpfe,  he  returned  full  of  aftontfhmem  and  per* 
plexity  of  mind,  not  knowing  what  to  conclude  from 
all  thefe  circum (lances  >  nor  yet  underftandirig  and  be* 
Heving  the  fcripture-prophecies,  or  Chr  ill’s  own  former 
words  about  his  rcfurre&ion.  (See  the  note  on  John  xx*  8.} 

13  Soon  afterthefe  things,  obferve  another  remark* 
able  teftimony  to  this  great  fa£H  Two  other  of  Chrirt’s 
difciples  were  walking  together  that  very  day  on  which 
be  rofe  from  the  dead,  to  a  certain  village  called  Em* 

rnaus*i  which  was  about  (even  or  eight  miles  diftanE 
from  Jerufalem. 

14  And  as  they  were  on  their  journey,  the  conver- 
fatioo  turned  upon  the  late  fufferings  and  death  of 
Chrift,  and  upon  the  reports  which  they  had  that  morn* 
ing  heard  concerning  his  being  rifen  again. 

15  And  while  they  were  thus  talking  over  the  mourn¬ 
ful  ftory  of  bta  death,  and  arguing  about  the  probabi¬ 
lities  or  improbabilities  of  his  refurredtion,  he,  know¬ 
ing  their  hearts*  and  the  ftraits  they  were  in,  graci- 
oufly  took  that  opportunity  to  come  and  join  corn** 
party  with  them,  like  a  ftranger  who  was  going  the 
fame  way,  that  he  might  man  i  ft  ft  himfelf  Co  them. 

16  But  as  he  delimited  for  a  little  while  to  conceal 
himfclf,  that  he  might  give  them  the  fairer  occafion  of 
telling  their  own  fenfe  of  things,  and  might  afterward, 
with  the  greater  advantage,  reprove#  convince,  and 
comfort  them  ;  lb  he  miraculoully  affefted  their  fight 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  Had  not  a  juft  difeerning 
of  him*  and  little  fgfptQed  him  to  be  their  Lord  j* 

And 

NOTES,. 


*  They  might  be  going  thither,  either  u* 
pon  bnfinefs,  or  on  a  vi Jit,  *r  rather  to  get 
from  the  noift  and  heats,  inllilt Kjiroivhci, 

«nd  dangers' of  their  enemies,  vi;h  a  dclign 
of  retiring  ftjfl  further  into  bccatift 

of  the  dhappoiutment  they  hul  iml  with* 
and  the  confufioa  thty  were  in,  relating  10 
their  cnidfid  Lord  and  Saviour, 
f  This  is  very  confident  with  its  i«nn^  fiid 
xvi*  that  he  appeared  in  another 


form  to  them  $  for  this  alteration  upon  th* 
air,  nr  upon  the  organ*  of  light,  gave  hi* 
pe^rance  a.  dificrenc  form  from  iti  own:  iiut 
that  the  difiinguifhing  form  of  his  body,  arid 
features  of  his  fare  theailelvcSj  wrre  not  .'d- 
icrcd,  is  evident,  beCaulr  tt^n  there  vott'ul 
have  been  no  ofi'ufioo  to  wiih-hutd  (heir  t}  ft 
from  knowing  him  ;  and  as  toon  as  thui  <dr- 
UrufUou  was  removed,  they  knew  who  £<;. 
was* 


Ch.  xsir* 


fte  Evangefijt  LtrxtE  parsphtsfe^L 


T?  AmJlwfaid 
■cnto  then.  What 
manner  of  com- 
mnaicaliona  are 
that  yc  bare 

otic  to  ah  ocher, 
*i  ye  walk  aod 

y  j 


i  6  And  the 
one  of  them, 
whole  nune  wit 
Cleoph«£  y  in* 
fvrsring,  raid  un~ 
to  ham.  Art  thou 
only  a  Arid  germ 
fcrBfdcm  ,  and 
halt  not  known 
the  thing*  which 

are  come  lO'-  paii 

there  in  thefe 

d-iys  ? 

tp  And  he  &ul 
unto  then,  What 
th:ngtf  Andthey 

&M  unto  him, 
Oiiivvrning  Jeftl! 
ot  Nazareth  , 
wh  Lch  w«  a  pro- 


17  And  he,  like  a  fellow-traveller  providentially  eaft 
into  their  company,  afted  them  in  a  courteous  and 
friendly  manner,  What  an:  ye  fo  earneftly  talking  a- 
bout  in  your  journey,  that  gives  you  fo  much  uneaG- 
nefs,  a$  difeovers  itfel f  in  your  countenances,  language, 

and  behaviour  ?  Pray  be  fo  kind  as  to  tell  me,  that  I 

may  Sympathize  with  you,  or  offer  fomething  for  your 
relief. 

18  Then  one  of  themf  named  Clwp&as*,  repliedr 
Do  you  a(k  what  makes  as  fo  fad  ?  Alas!  wc  have 
caufe  enough  for  it  £  and  methinks  you  might  eafily 
imagine  what  it  is  ;  Surely  you,  who  fetrm  ro  have  come 
direftly  from  fervfakm,  cannot  but  have  heard  the 
difmal  news,  which  all  the  city  rings  of,  relating  to 
the  mod  (hot king  and  amazing  tnmfaftions  that  had 
fallen  out  there  within  thefe  two  or  three  days  laft  pafL 
If  you  are  ignorant  of  thefe  things,  you  are  certainly  the 
only  perfon  there  that  is  fo. 

17  Our  Lord,  making  himfclf  loot  ft  Ill  more  like 
a  ftrangtr,  anfwered,  What  furprizing  and  melancholy 
things  do  you  mean  l  to  which  Glrtphat  replied.  Why* 
if  we  mull  tell  you,  we  mean  the  cruelty,  even  to  the 
moft  fhameful  death,  that  has  been  crxercifed  upon  him 
who  was  commonly  called  Jcfus  aj  Nazarsth ,  and  who, 
pha  nudity  k  to  fay  the  lead,  was  certainly  a  great  prophet,  as  ap- 
UA  ,«  >**ir  pCiiri^  the  cxce}|cn xy  heavenly,  and  holy  doctrine* 

which  he  preached,  and  by  the  many  great  and  glori¬ 
ous,  merciful  and  divine  miracles,  which  he  evidently 
and  often  wrought  to  confirm  it :  So  that  he  was  high-, 
ly  owned  and  honoured  of  God,  and  had  obtained  a 
great  reputation  and  eftcem  among  tbe  generality  of 
the  people. 

20  And  yet,  alasf  to  go  on  with  the  account,  it  ia 
notorious  that  the  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  not  being  able  to  bear  the  purity  of  his  doftrine* 
and  its  oppofitioir  to  their  authority  and  imerefts,  were 
fo  full  of  envyagdnft  him,  that  they  apprehended  him, 
tried  and  condemned  him  in  their  ccclefiafttcal  court, 
as  an  importer  and  blafphemer;  and  then,  delivering 
him  up  to  the  Raman  power,  they  accufcd  and  profe- 
cu red  him,  as  a  feditiotis  perfon,  and  an  enemy  to  Ga-+ 
far,  till  they  got  a  fentence  of  death  parted  upon  him, 
and  took  care  to  fee  him  aftually  crucified.  Is  not  this 

a  very 

NOTE. 

*  Tills  Claplms  feem*  toWc  been  Alpbtu. rt  appears  by  com  paring  -vrr,  jo*  with  Malth*  x* 
uhr>  ufai  the  hujhand  of  M<uyt  the  mother  3,  A1W  xv.  40.  and  Jjhn  *5 ,  And  Eufc- 

nf  J*mfs  the  Iris,  ivbicb  Mary  a(t«nikl  tells  us  from  that  ^ 

Cltrift  to  his  crof-s  and  went  that  morning  the  brother  of  yo/rp,*t  the  rrpj^ed  father  of 
with  Mwj  Mag&Usf  (4  ihc  fcpulc!tf?r  tvr  L?r4<  E'/:f+  JEattf  Wf*  L~  $.  1  f 


Ut'jfc  CJ^d  and 
-41  me  people : 


10  And  how 
the  chief  pH  efts 
imi  our  fillers  de¬ 
livered  him  to  be 
condemned  to 
and  have 
crucified  him. 


it  But  we  trott¬ 
ed  that  It  had 
ten  he  which 
ibould  have  re¬ 
deemed  lind  r 
and,  betide  all 
tbi%  to-day  Is 
the  third  day 
finer  thefc  things 
wen  done* 


11  Tea,  and 

Certain  women 
aho  of  our  com* 
pany  made  us  a- 
floirilhed,  which 
were  early  a!  the 
ftpotdnet 
%  3  And  when 
they  found  not 
hi*  body,  they 
came  t  laying  t 
that  they  had  al- 
fo  ran  irififio  of 
ftngcli,  which  laid 
thar.  he  wu  alive. 


14  And  cer- 
tiin  of  them 
which  wen  with 

tU  went  to  the 
iepulchre ,  and 
found  if  even  fo 
at  the  women 
bad  laid ;  but 

him  they  lav  not. 


X 


Tie  Uvangeliji  LuK£  parapfoafoii  Gh.xXtV. 

dver jr  fod  and  affc£ling  cafe,  enough  to  make  any  one's 
heart  ake  to  think  of  it  I  Toil  therefore  need  not  think 
it  ftrange  that  we  are  troubled  in  our  reflections  upon 
it,  and  talk  about  it* 

2 1  But  even  this  is  not  all  with  refpeft  to  «/,  who 
have  met  with  a  dreadful  difeppointmen* :  For  we  own 
ourfelres  to  have  been  two  of  his  difciples,  and  to  hare 
received,  and  lirmty  depended  upon  him,  as  the  Met* 
fiah,  the  Saviour  of  f/rael,  expediting  that  in  a  little 
time  he  would  have  fet  up  his  kingdom  with  great 
power  and  glory  amongft  us:  But  what  are  all  our 
hopes  come  to  now?  alas!  they  are  dead  and  buried 
with  our  crucified  Matter*  And  yet  there  are  Tome 
circumftances  which  throw  us  into  vaft  perplexity,  be¬ 
tween  hope  and  fear  :  We  remember  he  talked  fome- 
thing  about  his  riling  again  on  the  third  day  ;  but, 
though  that  day  is  now  come  and  for  fpCnt,  (vet.  29.) 
none  of  us  have  feen  any  thing  of  him. 

22,  23  We  have  indeed  («*»*  “<)  heard  fomething 
this  very  morning,  which  looks  a  little  like  his  being 
rifen  ;  but  this  iucreafes  our  perplexity,  as  nor  know* 
ing  what  to  make  of  it :  For  fome  good  women,  who 
were  his  affectionate  difciples,  furprized  us  with  an  ac¬ 
count,  that  they  went  to  his  fcpiitchre  a  little  after 
break  of  day,  with  a  defign  to  embalm  his  body  }  and 
when  in  order  thereunto  they  fearched  for  it,  they 
could  not  find  it :  Hereupon  they  came  back  to  feve- 
ral  of  us  full  of  this  ftory,  like  peifoas  in  an  ecftacy  of 
wonder,  mixed  with  fear  and  joy,  and  added  withal, 
that,  to  their  further  amazement,  they  had  been  fa¬ 
voured  with  a  vifion  of  angels,  who  informed  them 
that  their  Lord  was  really  rifen  again :  But  we  arc  ape 
to  look  upon  all  this,  as  merely  the  fancy  of  weak  and 
credulous  women,  it  'not  being  likely  to  us,  that  an¬ 
gels  fhould  be  fent  with  fuch  an  important  meffage  to 
them,  rather  than  to  tbc  apollles  of  our  Lord. 

24  And  yet  we  have  had  a  further  confirmation, 
that  by  fome  means  or  other  his  body  is  removed  from 
the  fepulchre :  For,  immediately  upon  this  report, 
fome  of  our  number,  two  perfons  particularly,  being 
defirous  to  fee  what  appearance  of  truth  there  might 
be  in  it,  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  his  tomb,  and  were 
themfelves  eye-witnefles  that,  as  the  women  had  foul, 
the  body  of  Jefus  was  not  there ;  but,  alas !  they  nei¬ 
ther  faw  him  alive,  nor  heard  what  was  become  of  him, 
as  might  have  been  expedited,  if  he  indeed  were  rifen 
from  the  dead :  And  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  we 
are  in  great  confufion  and  fear,  left  all  hopes  of  this 

hisd 


Ch.  niv. 


The  Svaa geUJi  Lu&b  farapbrafei. 


isTheiibtfaid, 

tanui  them,  D 
fro)*,  and  Dow  of 

jican  to  beltane 
»U  due  dx  pro- 
pheu  have  ipo- 
ken! 


x6  Ought  not 
Chi  ill  to  '  lure 
fr&itd  thefe 
thittp,  and  to 
enter  into  bit 

tf-r* 


*  T  And,  be- 

ginnuigatMofea, 

aud  »U  the  pro- 
pbett,  he  cx- 
pouuded  uoto 
them,  in  *)t  the 
Icripnuctt  the 
thing!  cotKtrn- 
ing  EimleiL 

And  they 

drew  nigh  uittt> 
the  village  whi¬ 
ther  they  went; 
and  he  made  as 
though  he  utoold 
have  gO&C  far¬ 
ther. 


»p  But  they 
toa  (trained  him, 
frying  |  jU>U1c 

with 


kind  be  vain ;  we  donbt  the  news  of  a  rifett  Saviour  is 
too  great  and  too  good  to  be  true. 

25  Then  our  Lord,  though  Ail!  concealing  who  be 
was,  thought  it  high  time  to  teprove  and  inArud  them, 
laying,  How  prodigious  is  your  folly  *,  and  your  back- 
wardnefs  of  heart  to  refleft,  and  depend  upon  the  va¬ 
rious  tefli monies  of  God  by  the  ancient  prophets  con¬ 
cerning  thefe  very  things  1  Had  ye  but  considered  and 
believed  them,  ye  could  not  have  been  fo  diftruftfut 
and  fufpicious  about  .thefe  events  as  ye  are,  but  would 
bave  been  well  fatisfied  tbac  your  crucified  Saviour  is 
rifen  from  the  dead. 

26  Was  it  not  neceflary  for  the  divine  honour,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  cleared  determinations  of  prophecy,  and 
the  eternal  couofel  of  God  made  known  therein,  thac 
the  Meffiab  Ibould  undergo  the  fofterings,  reproaches, 
and  death,  which  of  late  nave  befallen  your  Lord,  and 
that  afterwards  he  Should  rife  again  to  enter  upon  his 
kingdom,  and  to  be  exalted  in  a  date  of  immortal  giory, 
Suitable  10  his  own  merit  and  dignity  ?  Why  then 

Should  ye  be  Aumhled  at  his  ignominious  death  and 

fufierings,  or  doubt  of  his  refurretlion  to  compleat  his 
great  defigns  t 

27  And  having  thus  referred  them  to  tbe  Old  Te£* 
tameot- writings,  he  began  with  the  five  books  of  Me- 
Ja%  and  then  went  on  to  tbe  fucceeding  prophets,  and 
Other  parts  of  the  feripture,  particularly  reciting  and 
explaining  the  principal  types  and  prophecies,  that  re¬ 
lated  to  his.  own  fuffertngs  and  death,  re  fur  re&ion  and 
glory,  and  thereby  proving  that  they  were  all  necelfary 
in  their  proper  place  and  order. 

28  Whilft  our  Lord  was  talking  10  them  in  this 
infiru&ive  and  moving  manner,  concerning  himfeif, 
and  Ail!  Seemed  to  be  a  Stranger,  they  arrived  it  Em- 
mausy  whither  they  were  going  j  and  when  the  difei- 
ples  (topped  at  a  certain  houfe  there,  Jefus  made  no  of¬ 
fer  of  turning  in  with  them,  hut  behaved  as  if  he  were 
travelling  further,  that  he  might  give  them  an  opportu¬ 
nity,  either  of  letting  him  go,  or  of  defiring  his  con¬ 
tinuance  with  them. 

29  But  they  were  fo  aifeded  with  his  excellent  and 
feafonable  difeourfe,  that  they  could  hy  no  means  think 
of  parting  with  him  j  and  therefore  importunately  in- 

treated 


NOTE. 

*  They  wore  feel,,  a,  they  refuftd  proper  recovery,  is  no  breach  of  bis  own  rule,  (Aft/, 
evidence,  and  afted  agoluA  their  own  com-  v.  as.)  where  he  forbids  calling  our  brother, 
fort  ini  intereOs  by  their  inadvertence  and  fool,  which  is  10  be  understood  of  doing  ir, 
unbelief.  And  f  hrift's  calling  them  foj  by  by  way  of  cinfdcli  contempt  and  injurious 
»fy  of  juft  teptoof,  for  their  con  viftion  and  rcprmeh,  to  ccnfurc  and  expofc  liiat. 

Tot.  1L  f  R 


7 hi  Evangflijl  Luke  parapbrafed 1  Ch.  exit* 


Kiili  u &  j  for  it  it 
towards  evening, 
uulihc  day  is  far 
fptat,  And  he 
went  in  to  tarry 
with  them. 


30  And  it  tame 
to  pais  as  he  Jj t 
at  nica:  with 

them*  he  took 
bread,  and  (def¬ 
ied  itt  and  brake, 
uni  gay? to  them* 

31  And  their 
eyes  were  open¬ 
ed  T  and  they 
knew  him  ;  tad 

he  inmihori  01U 
of  their  fig!  it 


ji  And  they 

laid  one  to  ano¬ 
ther,  Did  not  our 
bean  burn  with¬ 
in  u$,  while  he 
talked  with  in  by 
the  way  ,  and 
while  he  opened 

to  us  t be, Imp- 
Urci  i 


S3  And  they 
itrfc  up  the  fame 
hour,  and  return¬ 
ed  to  Jerufaiem, 

and 


treated  him  to  favour  them  with  more  of  hid  good  com* 
pany,  urging  that  it  grew  too  late  for  him  to  go  much 
further,  and,  that  they  (hould  be  extremely  obliged  to 
bimf  if  he  would  pleafc  to  tarry  with  them  ;  And  he, 
who  is  always  rejady  to  be  found  of  them  that  feck  him, 

yielded  to  their  importunity,  flaying  feme  time  with 


them  *• 

30  And  a  fopper  having  been  ordered  for  their  re* 
freihment,  he,  fitting  down  at  table,  took  bread,  and 
aiked  a  blefling  upon  it*  and  then  brake  and  gave  it  to 
them  to  eat,  juft  as  he  had  ufed  to  do  at  ordinary  meals, 
as  well  as  at  miraculous  and  religious  feafts* 

31  Hereupon  they,  beginning  to  fiifpeft  who  he  was, 
looked  at  him  more  intently ;  and,  the  obftru£tions 
to  their  light  being  then  removed,  they  faw  plainly 
that  it  was  Jefus  himfelf;  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
thoroughly  filthified  of  this,  and  confequemly  that  be 
was  indeed  lifen  from  the  dead,  he  fuddenly  dipt  away 
from  them  +. 

32  And,  immediately  upon  his  difappearing,  they, 

reflecting  on  all  that  had  palled,  fa  id,  each  of  them  in 

their  turns,  and  with  mutual  agreement.  What  an  in- 
flrudive,  quickening,  and  comforting  difconrfe  had  we 
from  our  blrflcd  Lord,  as  we  came  along  in  the  way 
hither!  with  what  force  and  fw eet nets  did  he  explain 
the  feriptures  to  us !  how  home  did  he  bring  things  to 
our  cafe  and  conferences!  and  wbatdivine  energy  was 
his  words  attended  with!  Were  they  not  fpirit  and  life! 
Did  not  we  feet  their  power!  and  did  not  our  hearts 
glow  with  a  divine  and  heavenly  warmth  while  we 
heard  them!  how  ftrange  is  ir,  and  what  fools  were 


we  indeed,  that  we  (hould  not  undeiftand  him,  nor 
perceive  who  he  was  then,  or  (hould  ever  thick  that  any 
but  he  could  have  fpoke  in  fiich  a  fuitabie  and  effectual 
manner  to  us  \  * 

33  And,  being  full  of  rapture  and  joy  at  this  difeovery 
of  Chrift,  they  prefcntly  gni  up  from  table,  and,  late 
as  it  was,  haft  cried  away  with  all  fpeed  back  agitn  to 
Jeru/altm ,  to  give  vent  to  their  own  traufpons,  and 

to 


NOTES. 

*  Them  was  no  diftmnfttiorT,  as  Tome  +  He  might,  at  that  infant*  make  him* 
have  fuj£*cfted>  iti  our  Lord**  conduit  on  left  invifibJt  to  them  by  a  miraculous  interpo* 
this  ncrafion;  tor  he  only  h-haved  herein*  furs  of  z  cloud  upon  their  eyes,  or  upon  i^s 
jolt  ■as  cosiimuii  rules  of  civility  would  have  body,  to  conml  it  from  I  heir  view  til!  he 
obliged  any  Granger  todo*  that  he  might  not  got  out  of  the  room  i  by  which  he  gave  them 
feem  to  thntJl  hhnfelf  upon  other  company,  to  underfand*  that  they  were  not  to  expefi 
but  might  leave  it  to  them'  to  invite  him  or  loch  a  continuance  of  his  compun*  with  them 
*ot+  determining  in  his  own  mind  to  fay  in  his  rifeo  fare*  u  they  had  biCQ  ufcd  l# 
with  them*  upon  their  dlfeuvering  a  defire  of  before  bU  death, 
futiier  convcriuku  with  hue- 


Cb.  xsm 


7b*  SvMgeliJl  Lues  paraphfafed. 


and  found  the 
derat  gathered 
together  i  and 
iheAi  chat  were 
with  them* 

34  Sayiiig,  The 
l-ord  U  rifen  in¬ 
deed,  and  hath 
appeared  to  Si¬ 
mon 


3S  And  they 
told  whut  things 
dev*  in  the 
way,  ajod  how  he 
was  known  of 
them  in  breaking 
of  bread. 


jd  And*  as 
they  thus  ffflke, 
TefUs  himi’tlf 
flood  in  the  audit 
of  them,  and 
filth  unto  them* 
Peace  ikf  unto 


37  6m  they 

were  tem lied  and 
ajfnghtcd ,  and 
fu  ppoTed  that  they 
had  ftea  a  JpiriL 


to  comfort  the  hearts  of  their  brethren  ;  and  there  they 
found  the  greateft  part  of  the  eleven  apoftlcs,  with  o- 
thera  that  ufed  to  affocUte  with  them,  aflembled  toge¬ 
ther,  (See  the  note  on  Mark  xvj*  14.) 

34  Andthetwodifciplcs,  at  their  cmring  the  room*, 
heard  fbnie  of  the  company  faying,  O  btefled  tidings  1 
we  have  had  feveral  reports  that  our  dear  Lord  is  rifen 
from  tbe  dead ;  and  Simon  Peter  has  had  the  honour  of 
a  vifit  from  him, 

35  Then  the  two  difciples,  ft  ill  further  to  confirm 
their  faith,  gave  them  a  particular  and  full  narrative  of 
all  that  had  puffed  between  Chrift  and  them  that  after¬ 
noon,  in  their  way  to  Emmaus ,  and  how,  when  they 
got  thither,  he  plainly  difeovered  himfelf  to  them, 
while  they  were  fitting  together  at  table,  and  he,  like 
the  Mafter  of  the  fcaft,  was  breaking  the  bread,  which 
had  been  provided  for  their  refrefhmcnt. 

36  And  whilft  all  thefe  di Tuples  were  thus  confer¬ 
ring  about  the  refurre&ion  of  their  Lord,  in  a  private 
faoufe,  the  doors  of  which  were  Jbut  for  fear  of  the  Jews, 
{John  xx.  19.)  jLfus  himfelf  appeared  on  a  fudden  a* 
mong  them,  and  pronounced  all  happintfs  upon  them  ; 
thereby  aflitririg  them  that  he  came,  not  to  refenr  their 
late  unworthy  treatment  of  him,  -when  they  all  for  foot 
him  in  his  extremity,  but  to  fatisfy  them  of  hisrefurrec- 
tion,  and  of  his  abiding  love  to  them,  and  to  comfort 
and  blefe  them* 

37  But  inftead  of  being  delighted  with  this  appear¬ 
ance,  they  were  furprized,  and  terribly  frighted  at  it, 
becaufe  Chrift  came  fo  unexpectedly -among  them,  and 
without  making  any  noife,  though  the  doors  were  (hut. 
And,  in  the  hurry  of  their  thoughts,  forgetting  the 
many  proofs  they  had  formerly  feen  of  his  divine  power, 
and  the  feveral  evidences  they  had  but  juft  before  re¬ 
ceived  of  his  refurre&ioo,  they  prefently  fancied  it  was 
Only  a  fpirir,  which  formed  the  appearance  of  a  body  a* 
among  them  j. 

38  Then, 


NOTES. 

*  The  coaftniftion  of  the  Greek  {hiynUe  apejUes ;  by  which  it  is  evident  that  Jcfiw,  in 
hang  the  accufttive  eafc)  plainly  fbews  fhat  hi'  wonderful  condeicenfion  and  grace,  had 
theft  were  the  words*  not  of  the  two  dtfHplc*  taken  an  opportunity  on  the  former  part  of 
that  came  from  JCm >musf  but  of  feme  of  the  tLa  day  to  Ihcw  himfelf  to  Peter,  that  he 
company  which  they  found  at  who  might  early  relieve  his  diftreUcs  and  fears,  on 

were  either  fpcaking  in  this  manner  one  to  aceotintof  his  having  fo  Ihainefui-ly  denied  his 
another ;  or  clfe  filured  the  two  difcpLes  as  JLord;  though  where,  or  In  w ha  manner 
£m>q  as  they  appeared,  with  the  good  new,  this  whs  done  is  not  recorded-  See  the  note 
they  had  received  from  Peter  :  And  we  learn  on  Mark  xvi.  1 3. 

from  1  C&.  xv.  that  Chrift  was  focn  of  $  kU  vain  to  inquire  how  Jdiia  came  a* 

&at£A  Peter.  Wfdtc  be  iBaifm  of  tbe  tv  the  mong  them,  the  doors  being  Ibm,  or  to 

R  *  irrupt* 


a6o 


Tie  Zvangstifi  Lock  parapbraftd*  Ch.  xxif* 


3B  Aodhcfaid 
unto  ihccnf  Why 
a/e  je  troubled; 
and  why  do 
thoughts  arifc  ini 
your  hcjrtti 


30  Behold  my 
lunik  an  d  my 
ftet,  'hat  re  i*  1 
jnyiclf,  Handle 
me,  2iul  fee:  for 

a  fpiru  hath  not 

flcih  and 
u  ye  Ac  me  hare. 


40  And*  when 
he  had  thus  fpo- 

ken,  he  hewed 
tJicm  Us  hands 
and  feet* 


38  Then,  to  quit  and  futisfy  them,  he,  in  a  free  and 
friendly  manner,  faid  to  them,  What  means  all  this 
confufion,  which  difeovtrs  itfelf  in  your  counrenances 
and  behaviour  i  and  why  do  ye  give  way  to  fuch  uttrea-* 
fonable  fears  and  terrors,  jas  1  know  di  ft  raft  and  diftrefa 
your  minds,  as  if  what  you  faw  were  an  imaginary  and 
not  a  real  body  ?  but  to  convince  you  of  the  contrary, 

39  Obfrrve  the  marks  of  my  crucifixion,  and  exa¬ 
mine  my  hands,  and  feet,  and  fide,  [Jcbn  xx»  20.)* 
look  carefully  upon  my  body,  and  feel  it  with  your  own 
hands  for  your  fatisfaftion,  that  it  is  I  myfclf,  your 
Lord  and  Mailer,  who  am  rifen  from  the  dead :  For  a 
fpirit,  with  all  the  appearances  it  can  make,  has  not 
fuch  a  corporeal  fuhltance,  as  may  be  feen  and  felt,  antf 
difling uilhed  to  be  a  body  of  flefli  and  bones,  and 
as  your  own  eyes  amt  touch  may  prove  this  to  be,  in 
which  1  now  appear  before  you. 

40  And  at  the  fame  time  he  held  out  hie  hands  and 
hi*  feet,  and  Hie  wed  them  bis  Gd^,  ( John  xx.  20*)  that 
they  might  both  fee  and  feel  the  fears  of  the  nails 
which  had  fi lined  him  to  the  crofs,  as  well  as  of  the 
fpear  that  had  pierced  bis  fide  j  which  proved,  beyond 
all  contradiction,  that  there  could  be  no  deceit  in  the 
appearance  he  then  made  to  (hem  \  who  had  been  fb  long 
acquainted  with  him,  and  had  fo  lately  feen  him  cru¬ 
cified* 


41  And  while 
tfuf  yet  believed 
u<4  for  joy*  and 
wondered*  hefiid 
wmo  them,  Have 
ye  here  any  niai? 

4%  And  they 
ive  him  a  pine 
of  a  bruited  fifhT 
and  of  an  honey- 
ernnh. 

41  And  betook 
uf,  and  Jkl  cat  be¬ 
fore  them. 


41  And  while  thdr  ecftacy  and  affoniftinaent  were 
fo  great,  that  they  hardly  knew '-what  to  htlicve,  he,  to 
give  them  more  time,  and  (till  further  evidence,  afked 
them  to  frt  fomething  before  him,  that  he  might  eaiin 
tn  their  prefence* 

42  Then  they  gave  him  a  part  of  fuch  fare  as  they 
had  with  them,  which  was  a  piece  of  broiled  fith,  and 
of  an  honey-comb* 

43  And  though  h:s  rifen  body  had  no  need  of  ani¬ 
mat  refreflimcnt,  yet  he  eat  part  of  this  (bod  in  their 
company,  for  the  confirmation  of  their  faith,  and  to 
give  an  advantage  to  tbeir  future  tefUtftony  concerning 

him  ",  44  Our 

NOTES. 


imagine  that  hi,  body  ptmtnttd  other  !»» 
dks  ;  finee  it  an  il  «fy  to  his  divine  power 
to^operr  a  door  iuJifcernibjy*  and  without 
nolle,  as  10  liavs  ot*tnc  in  at  a  door  opened 
hy  fomr  other  hand;  and  to  preteiKl  tjitl 
his  tiody  pcxia rated  any  door  or  wall*  with¬ 
out  opening  or  breaking  it,  if  to  fiippob  that 
his  [wdy  wag  not  a  na[  haven  body  of  flelh 
und  Iwiwt,  tlwn|jh  the  reality  of  its  hdng  fo 
was  the  wry  thing  which  he  defiffned  fry  this 
ippcaftaw  to  convince  his  dijciplet  of. 


*  The  apofflc  Prttr  afterwards  blitted  on 
this  part  of  the  evidence*  lhai  he  wu  jaen-a 
epeafy  to  his  difciplcSy  £ J  cat  and  dr\f:k 

wi/i  bi*K  #ftcr  he  reft  fnm  tic  dead*  (^f  s, 
4 t.l  To  aft  what  became  of  ihit  foexl  dtrr 
he  had  eat  it*  ii  as  u&Jfft  and  ovcrWai^ 
as  to  wit  what  became  of  the  meat  «!uch 
the  angel*  eat  with  Abraham  and  Lott  ( Go* 
aviii.  8,  and  six,  j.)  But  as  Cfcrifl  eat  with 
hts  difeipk1  «n  this  oeculion  only  to  demon* 
time  his  iciur region  j  fo  he  could  cafUy  dif- 

-  tahe 


Ch.  xxivi 


The  Evangetijt  LUKE  paraphrafcd* 


44  And  he  fud 

sqko  them  *  Thcfe 
are  tbe  word® 
which  Ifpakeun- 
to  ytra,  while  I 

was  yet  with  you, 
that  all  thing* 
idoA  be  fulfilled 

which  were  writ* 
ten  in  the  law  of 
Mote,  and  in  the 
prophets*  and  id 

the  plaints,  eon- 
ceruiag  me. 


41  Then  open¬ 
ed  he  (hear  un- 
dcrftandmg,  that 
they  Client  tm- 
derftmd  the  feip* 

fidmj 


4$  And  fUrt 
into  them.  Thus 
it  is  written,  and 
chit*  u  behoved 
Chrifl  to  fuller, 
und  to  rife  from 
the  dead  ibe  third 
da;  i 

4  7  And  that 
repentance  and 
remiffion  of  (ins 
fuould  be  preach¬ 
ed 


44  Our  Lord  hating,  on  this,  and  afterwards  on 
Other  occaGons,  given  them  unqu  eft  ion  able  proofs  tbit 
he  was  really  the  fame  perfon  whom  they  formerly  u- 
fed  to  convcrfe  with,  proceeded,  time  after  time,  till  his 
afcenGon,  to  give  them  more  clear  and  txrenfive  in- 
ftruflions,  than  ever  before,  concerning  rhe  ncceflity 
and  deGgfi  of  his  fafferings,  death,  and  lefureftion,  fay* 
ing,  Tbefe  are  the  very  rhings  which  1  intended  to  fug¬ 
ged  to  you,  by  the  feveral  intimations  1  heretofore  gave 

Jrou,  whilft  I  was  daily  converting  with  you  :  I  then  af* 
bred  you,  that  every  thing  relating  thereunto  mult  be 
accomplished,  which  had  been  anciently  foretold  4  in 

the  feveral  parts  of  the  Old  Tdt ament  concerning  me, 
as  the  Mefliah  }  and  now  ye  fee  they  are  all  exactly 
come  to  pals. 

45  Then,  as  he  had  before  opened  the  fenptures  to 
{bme  of  his  difeiplea  in  a  doctrinal  way,  aud  made 
their  hearts  burn  within  them  +,  { ver *  27,  52*};  fo  ho 

furthermore  took  off  the  vail  from  all  their  hearts,  by 
the  fpecial  illumination  of  his  Spirit,  who  removed  the 
darknefs,  doubts,'  and  prejudices  of  their  minds,  that 
they  might  readily  apprehend,  and  fall  in  with  the  true 
meaning  of  the  feriprures,  e fpccial I y  in  what  related  to 
their  accomplifhment  in  him* 

46  And  in  this  manner  he  evidently  dementi rated  to 
them,  that,  according  to  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament  concerning  the  Metiiah,  and  according  to  the 
eternal  counfel  of  God,  with  refpc£t  to  his  own  glory, 
and  tbe  filiation  of  his  people,  it  was  necellary  rhai  he 
fhould  die  for  tbeir  fins,  and  rife  again  tor  tbtii  j  unifi¬ 
cation  ; 

47  And  that,  upon  this  foot,  the  great  evangelical 
doctrines  of  ingenuous  repentance  of  all  iniquity,  and 
forgiven efs  of  tins  through  faith  in  him,  as  infcparably 
connected  in  the  gofpel-difpenlauon,  fliould  be  publitli'- 

ed 


NOTES. 


fl/re  thrived,  ordireharpe  ir  iimfibjyby  hi® 
iiivin£  potff,  a®  loon  as  he  had  car  it*  tincc 
the  (late  of  his  rifen  body  did  not  nud  it  Cor 
pou  rift  mart  »cut  fupport,  as  the  fime  body, 
whjltf  it  wa*  mortal,  did  before  his  death, 

*  The  general  divilioit  of  the  book®  of  (he 
Old  Tcftamcnc  mthofedays,  wa*  mtn  thefe 
three  pan*,  (1,}  The  Ltfurr  which  contain¬ 
ed  the  five  book*  of  Mitft  1 7  (»*)  The  Prc- 
which  contained  not  only  thofc  book* 
that  were  merely  prophet  Sail*  but  thole 
JiLewlfe  whkHi  were  hiftorical,  end  wc 
wrote  by  prophetical  men:  And  (j.)  The 
J which  contained  divine  hymn*. 
ti:*l  morA  urflrufliotit  fwrtheconjuttof  life. 


and  went  under  the  general  lirle  of  tlic 
faccaufe  thde  sreve  eftccrccd  a*  the  moli  c- 
rnincDt,  and  were  placed  at  the  head  of  that 
ii>rt  of  writings:  And  to  CtiFt(lt  by  mrn* 
turning  tht&  three,  cook  in  the  «h*‘L*  of  the 
did  Ttdumm,  which,  m  fevers  I  phrra, 
(poke  of  h»  Ihtferings  atid  of  rhe  glory  that 
fltouht  follow. 

f  Though  the  two  difdplci  heart*  burned 
within  them  u  hile  he  opened  to  them  the 
ftripturc*  ;  yet  there  was  more  warmth  than 
itjdit ;  and  it  do  no:  appear  that  they  duly 
uihIcKIuoiI  tboll  fciiptr.rcs,  or  btliwctl  in  4 
rifeo  Saviour  according  10  thQtf,  till  after 
they  ctmc  to  k'rjju'^ 


The  EvangeSjl  Lvks  parspbrafid.  Cb.  xxiv* 


cd  in  his  nutie 

aQiong  *11  ns* 
turns,  beginning 

ti  Jcnifrlcm* 


cd  fay  his  authority*  power*  and  efficacy*  and  in  the  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  merit,  among  all  forts  of  people,  whether 
Jnvs  or  Gentiles ,  beginning  at  the  city  of  Jerufalem  ; 
And  this  he  particularly  took  notice  of,  that,  according 
to  antient  prophecies,  the  word  of  the  Lord  might  go 
forth  from  thence;  that  the  Jews  might  hare  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  firft-born;  that  the  eleft  of  God  among 
them  might  be  called  in  great  numbers  there,  as  the 
firfWruita  of  the  gofpel-miniftry;  that  Jefus  might  the 
more  evidently  prove  himfelf  to  be  the  Son  of  God, 
and  the  true  Meffiah,  at  that  very  place  where  he  was 
crucified;  that  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  might  have 
the  quicker  fpread  from  thence  to-other  countries  ;  and 
that  the  greateft  of  tinners,  even  fitch  as  were  concern¬ 
ed  in  his  crucifixion,  and  all  others,  to  whom  this  gof- 
pel  Ihould  be  afterwards  preached,  might  be  encoura¬ 
ged  to  hope  in  the  riches  of  divine  grace  through  him* 


4?  And  ye  are 
wuncflV*  of  thefe 
things. 


49  And,  h^- 
holri,  i  tend  the 
prorniie  ('f  my 
3-41  her  upon  you : 
but  tarry  yo  in 
the  city  of  Jem- 
fblem,  until  ye  be 
endued  with  pow¬ 
er  from  on  high* 


So  And  he  led 
them  out  as  far 
as  to  Bethany : 
and  he  lift  up 
hU  bauds,  aod 
blcfied  them* 


for  their  recovery  and  hlvation. 

48  And  ye,  laid  be,  my  apoftles  and  di triples,  are 
the  perfons  whom  I  appoint  to  bear  wheels  in  your 
mini  ft  ry,  that,  according  to  what  ye  yourfelves  have 
feen  and  heard,  all  things  which  were  predi&ed  of  old, 
concerning  the  death  and  refurre&ion  of  the  Mcfliah, 
have  been  punctually  accomplifbed  in  me* 

49  And,  for  your  encouragement,  obferve,  Soen  af¬ 
ter  my  afeenfion  to  heaven,  I  will  Died  down  the  Holy 
Ghoft  upon  you  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  according 
to  my  Father’s  promife,  (7^  ii*  28.) ;  and  therefore  I  or¬ 
der  you  not  to  go  forth  immediately  to  preach  the  got 
pel,  but  to  continue,  for  awhile,  waiting  together  at 
Jensfalemy  till  ye  {hall  have  this  plentiful  efTution  from 
the  throne  of  the  Majefty  an  high,  to  enrich  too  with 
all  needful  gifts  and  graces,  and  fupernaturaf  powers, 
for  the  work  on  which  I  fend  you,  and  to  confirm  your 
tetlimony,  and  fucceed  you  in  it. 

50  Having  in  this  manner  given  them  many  infalli¬ 
ble  proofs  of  bis  refnrre&ion,  and  various  irmru&ions 
relating  to  his  kingdom  and  their  miniftry  in  it,  he, 
at  the  end  of  forty  days,  conducted  them  out  to  tbe 
mount  of  Olive*)  which  lay  in  a  tr aft  of  land  called 
Bethany^  not  far  from  the  village  of  that  name  *  ;  and 
having  brought  them  thither,  he,  lifting  up  his  hands 

toward 


NOTE 


*  The  town  or  village  of  Britan?  >  where 
Litarui  (Writ,  and  ua*  railed  from  the  tod* 
Vis  about  fifteen  furlongs  from  : 

*i,  18.)  But  there  was  a  trait  of 
gro'md  called  by  that  name,  which  reached 
front  tlicuct  to  the  room  of  Qfivest  within 


a  fablwtK-ilay's  joutticy  of  Jfrt/tf/fJB,  which 
i-W^ppofeJ  to  have  l*xn  about  rijjht  furlongs 
And  this  wa*  the  ptace  to  which  Chilli  kd 
his  difcipFe*,  and  from  which  hcafcended,  a, 

appears  from  Atlx  i*  ia.  Pm.  K n* 


Ch.  xxir. 


J»  AndttC4BK 
to  pafi»  whik  he 
biefled  them  he 
w*$  parted  from 
them,  hihI  enr- 
xM  up  into  iwa- 
ven, 

5»  And  they' 
worth  ipped  him, 
and  returned  to 
Jemfalciti  *  with 
great  joy; 


53  Ami  were 
continually  hi  ihe 
temple,  praiftng 
and  Meflang  GwL 
Awcu. 


The  Evmgehfi  Luke  parapbraftd. 

toward  them*  as  Aaron  did  toward  the  people,  {Ltv*  ix# 
22.)  authoritatively  and  effe&ually  commanded  a  blefc 
fing  upon  them,  to  Ihcw  his  aflfctiimt  to  them,  and  to 
affurc  them  of  what  they  might  further  expect  from  him. 

51  As  foot)  as  he  had  taken  this  gracious  and  folemrt 
farewell,  he  left  them*  and  vi  fitly  afeended  up  into 
heaven  by  his  divine  power  %  they  all  looking  at  him, 
till  a  glorious  (hud  rcceiwd  him  cat  of  their  fight*  (Acte 

••  9) 

52  And  as  he  was  ifccndlng,  they,  beholding  his 
glory,  adored  him  as  their  God  and  Saviour,  and 
went  back  to  JerufiaUmf  according  to  his  order,  bring 
filled  with  exceeding  joy  in  reflection  on  what  thty  had 
Teen,  beard,  and  felt,  and  in  expeftarion  of  an  atcom- 
plilhment  of  his  parting  proimfes,  which  would  ilTue 
in  the  advancement  of  his  kingdom  on  earth,  and  in 
their  being  at  length  received  up  to  glory  after  him. 

53  And  they  attended  religious  fervices  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  *,  day  by  day,  reforring  rhither  at  the  hours  of  pray¬ 
er,  and  bit  fling  God,  in  repeated  praifes,  for  the  glory 
he  had  difplayed  in  their  crucified,  rifeit,  and  exulted 
Redeemer  :  And  in  this  manner  they  continued  waiting 
in  faith  and  hope  of  their  Lord's  making  good  his  pio- 
mife  of  the  Holy  Ghoft*  Ameny  fak!  they;  Amen^iix^ 
the  writer  of  this  gofpd ;  anti  Amen*  fays  every  nue 
believer ;  So  let  it  be,  and  may  God  be  ever  magnified 
for  all  this ! 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  fure  and  Uefled  tidings  are  the  refuneiftiun  of  Chrift  !  And  how  often 
does  he  furprizc  the  molt  unlikely  and  unworthy  with  fuch  discoveries  of  htmftff 
a>  they  arc  apt  to  think  are  too  great  and  good  to  be  true  l  But  early  fetker? 
of  him  fiiall  fiod  him ;  and  while  they  are  converting  together  about  him,  he 
will  honour  them  with  his  prdcncc>  open  their  underdone  lings*  and  mike 
their  beam  burn  within  them  to  their  exceeding  juy  :  Though  thdr  hopes  may 
fometimes  be  ready  to  fail,  yet  in  due  feafon  he  will  make  himfclf  known  to 
them*  and  clear  up  what  the  fcrlplnres  fay  concemu:^  him,  as  a  fullering  and 
exalted  Saviour ;  and  they  that  arc  importunate  for  his  abiding  with  them,  fhall 
be  favoured  with  further  manifeftations  of  himfclf  to  them  ;  and  when  they  End 
him  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  their  own  fouls, they  cannot  hut  be  dclirous  that  othr-t 
Ihoukl  be  comforted  with  their  comforts.  But  O  the  folly  of  unbelief,  ;is  it  lies 
againft  the  cleared  evidence,  and  again  ft  our  own  belt  and  truclt  iutcrdb  i  Mow 

grtum  dMs 

NOTE. 

*  Some  fuppofc  that  all  this  while,  the  i,  53,  14*)  about  thetr  going 
di  triplet  dwelt,  and  continued  together  for  into  an  upper  rmt  vikI 
iupplk-aiion  and  prayer,  in  fome  upper  dum-  and  tviifc  <w  newd  there  t  w  pr»ur 

ber  nr  jpartrocBt  of  the  temple,  by  the  per*  ecd  fttppUcaton  :  And  admitting  this,  the 
miflion  nf  fome  nrieft  or  Invite,  to  whom  it  fecmlng  diflmiwe  hawceii  thniciwa  jj^drKi^ca 
bdongrd  ;  and  that  what  h  here  called  their  h  calily  reconciled,  Imre  nit  ihe  buildings  in 
being  J**«*7©*  tv  7 1*  Ufa,  tOKtirrnfilh  in  lie  the  temple  vcreeJU'd  the  temple,  (a  kiu^t 
Umpk%  pnuOng  and  blelfing  God,  is  much  xi.  i,  j+)  Se*  \ Ids  argued  fr$  and  iw 
of  die  fa jw  import  with  whir  U  hid*  (Afit  flutn/neud  and  on  AV.i  i*  1  j. 


Ch,  ixir* 
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ground! da  are  the  fears  of  Chrift’s  difciplcs;  and  yet  bow  does  be  condefceod  to 
their  infirmities  to  relieve  them  !  And  how  endearing  is  the  constancy  of  his 
lore,  who,  after  all*  will  blcfs  them,  and  fend  the  promiftd  Spirit  to  them,  that 
they  may  be  fitted  for  every  trial  and  fervice  to  which  he  calls  them  !  Yet,  how 
exceeding  and  abundant  are  the  riches  of  his  grace  to  the  worft  of  flnnm, 
like  thofe  of  Jer&JaUm,  that  had  erabrued  their  hands  in  h is  blood  l  And  what 
blelfcd  grounds  of  hope  are  there  even  for  fucht  that  they  may  obtain  repent* 
ancc,  and  remiffion  of  0ns  through  faith  in  his  name  !  And  O  how  fliould  our 
faith  and  hope,  hearts  and  affections  follow  the  afeended  Mead  and  Redeemer  into 
heaven,  looking  after  him;  adoring  and  worfhiping  him,  btefting  God  for  him, 
living  in  daily  expectation  of  aU  needful  bWEngs  front  him  here,  and  of  afeendv 
ing  pp  to  him  in  our  own  perfons  hereafter,  that  where  he  is,  there  we  twy  be 
aifa !  Amen  and  ameu;  fo  let  it  be  to  every  one  of  ust 
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CHAP.  L 


Tit  EvangeUft’s  teflimony  concerning  the  eternal  Godhead the  office  and 
incarnation  of  Chrijlt  i, — 14.  John  the  Bnptifi's  tejlimony  concern • 
ing  him ,  1 5,— 3  7 .  And  Chriffis  calling  of fever  a!  to  be  bit  difctplet , 
38,-51. 


Tbit, 

IN  the  begin¬ 
ning  wu  the 
Ward,  and  ihc 
Word  was  with 
Cod,  and  the 
Wu rd  was  Cod* 


Paraphrase. 

IN  the  beginning  *  of  the  world,  when  God  created 
the  heavens  and  the  earth,  a  Divine  perfon,  filled 
emphatically  the  Logos  t  01  word,  neceflarily  extft* 
ed;  and  fo  the  Word  was  co* eternally  prefent  with  God  $ 
the  Father,  and  the  Word  himfelf,  though  perGanally 
diftinft  from  him,  was  in  a  ftri&  and  proper  fenfe  God 


NOTES. 


*  The  fiift  Segntiaas  under  flood  thlt  o t 
the  beginning  of  the  gofpcl;  and  fo  inter- 
prctEdiiltlkiCibliottf,  as  relating  to  the  go£» 
pcMoraiationt  Butt  bare  reading  of  the 
foil  owing  rerfes  with  attention,  is  fnffdent 
to  confute  that  interpretation,  as  exceeding 
unnatural  and  forced;  accordingly  there  are 
few,  if  any  now,  that  plead  for  it. 

+  The  term  Logos  t  tranJUied  word,  lig- 
idfies  wifoom  or  rcafcn,  u  well  as  word ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  Chtift  is  tailed  both  the  WtfdomJ 
and  the  frord  of  God,  (JVei/.  vliL  and  Luke 
xi»  4^4  iffo.  six.  13.)  He  is  the  tfifdom  of 
God,  fay  feveral  of  the  fathers,  confidrriiig 
him  in  nis  pre-exiftence  before  alt  worlds; 
and  fo  be  is  compared  to  filent  thought  reft- 
ingin  the  mind  :  And  he  is  the  Wore  of  GW* 
conGdering  him  in  bii  incarnate  fete;  and 
foheucompatvdtoOQlward  fpcech,  where¬ 
by  he  reveals  the  Father  to  u*<  And  that 
this  word  is  more  than  an  attribute,  or  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Father,  is  evident  from  the  per* 
fonal  charaltcrs  under  which  he  is  Jpokcn 
of  in  this  and  fevers  1  following  pillages, 
where  he  is  pxpreftly  calledGW  wtihutd^  ver* 
h  g*)  Sc  diftioguifhed  from  John  ibt 


8.)  Is  &id  to  cow  after  ftfnr,  and  to 
mu*  fa  fa rtvii+  fver,  t ohctbt&nff 

begotten  of  the  Father^  to  be  made  JBcJh,  and  to 
dwell  amotigft  ui,  ( vtr,  14,) 

£  The  term  Cod  in  this  paflage  is  plainly 
meant  of  God  the  Father,  as  ftrjbnatfy  dU 
ftlnguifhcd  from  the  Word ;  tnongh  lie  U 
not  here  called  the  Father,  becanfc  the  E- 
vangcHft  had  not  yet  ipoke  of  Chrift  under 
tbe  title  of  the  Son ?  And  this  Word%  who 
in  the  dole  of  the  verfe  is  called  God,  was 
with  God;  not  v  one  God  with  another 
God,  bm  as  one  divine  perfoo  with  another 
in  the  lame  Godhead, 

#  The  chief  objection  again  ft  this  inter¬ 
pretation  is,  that  in  the  Grerjfe  the  article  is 
added  to  the  word  GW,  when  fpoken  of  the 
Father,  which  is  left  out  when  applied  10 
the  Son  :  But  this  is  no  more  than  the  rules 
of  grammar  made  proper  to  determine  the 
nominative  cafe  in  the  feme  nee,  which,  if 
the  article  bad  been  added,  would  have  been 
more  naturally  lendoed,  GW  w  the  Wori9 

than  the  Word ‘tom  Cod;  and  there  are  fe- 
veral  places  in  this  very  chapter,  where  the 
word  Cod  is  applied  to  the  Divine  Being  *tK 

Mutely 
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tie  EvangeSfi  John  parapbrajed. 


Cb.  I 


%  Tbe  fin« 
vat  in  the  begin- 
nmj;  «3th  CmL 
j  All  thing* 
were  made  by 
him ;  and  with¬ 
out  him  was  DOC 
any  thing  made 
that  wax  made* 


In 

and  the  life 

w 

wax  the  light  of 

men* 


j  Aud%  the 
tight  nriueth  in 
darfcnefe;  and  the 
darfcnd*  compre¬ 
hended  it  not*’ 


partaking  of  the  lame  divine  nature  and  eflenttal  per* 
fc&tons  with  the  Father.. 

i,  3  This  divine  perfon  bad  all  along  an  infeparable 
existence  with  God  the  Father,  not  only  before  he  was 
born  of  the  virgin,  but  even  from  everlafting,  before 
there  were  any  creatures,  he  being  the  author  of  all 
made  things  whatfoever :  So  that  by  him,  as  their  Cie* 
ator,  they  were  brought  forth  into  being  ;  and  without 
his  efficiency  -no  one  of  them,  from  the  higheft  to  the 
loweft,  was  formed  at  all  +. 

4  fie  not  only  created  ail  inanimate,  but  likewise  all 
animate  things,  whether  of  the  fenfitive  or  rational  life, 
and  that  by  a  vital  principle,  which  was  originally  and 
necefiarily  in  himfeif;  and  this  was  the  fpring  and 
fource  of  all  kinds  and  degrees  of  life,  that  are  com¬ 
municated  to  others,  and  particularly  of  all  the  reafon 
and  underftanding,  that  is,  or  ever  was  found  among 
men,  and  of  all  that  can  be  called  the  light  of  life. 

j  The  light  of  natural  confciencc,  which  proceeds 
from  God  rhe  Word,  glimmers  amidft  the  moral  dark- 
nefs  that  is  brought  upon  tbe  minds  of  men  by  fin ; 
hut  this  darknefs  is  fo  great,' that  it  overpowers  ana  ftifles 
it,  inftead  of  being  overpowered  by  it :  And  the  light 
of  revelation,  which  he  communicated  with  a  gradual 
increase  through  various  difpenlations  of  grace,  fhines 
now  at  length  in  all  its  luftre  amidft  the  darknefs  of  t 
degenerate  world;  bot-fuch  is  the  blindnefs  of  mens' 
hearts,  that  they  naturally  do  not  underftand  it,  but 
four  their  eyes  againft  it,  hare  and  oppofe  it,  and  will 
not  receive  it,  having  loved  darknefs  rather  than  light , 
hecavjr  tbeir  deeds  are  evil .  {Chap,  iii.  ip,  30.) 

6  The 

NOTES. 


Iblutdy,  or  to  the  Pat  her  perlon  ally,  without 
tbe  arrick,  v  particularly  ivr,  0,  1 5.  18*  At 
dthcr  ti'Tvcxtttx  applied  «kh  fbe  article  to  the 
Son,  (ekap+  xi.  xH  }  \  and  at  other*,  even  to 
faife  Oodit  ji\y.  1  r.  mod  %  Gsr*  iv,  4,) 

So  that  no  (trds  can  he  bid  upon  the  omif* 
lion  of  the  artide  here*  And  that  Chrifl 
wu  properly  God  by  nature,  and  not  by  of¬ 
fice,  i*  evident,  bccaufe  he  was  God  before 
any  creatures  were  made,  and  mnkqiiemly 
before  any  dominion  could  be  cxcreiicd  over 
them*' 

f  TU  not  fuffirient  to  objrrt  agawft  thi*, 

that  by  Mm  denotes  only  an  inftruiMnt,  or 
undcT-agent,  in  the  making  of  all  things,  and 
roc  properly  rhe  efficient  or  author  of  them  ; 
For  an  inftniment,  or  under’ ages:  to  God, 
Id  creation-work,  do  not  agree  to  any  no* 
tinn*  of  creating  power,  which  mu  ft  be 
iMfliy  and  pvopeny  divine  and  in  finite, and  is 
always  fpoken  of  in  fcripttttt,  at  immediate¬ 
ly  and  entirely  peculiar  to  Gad,  -who firetthed 


forth  the  heavens  ALotfE,  end  jprtrJ 
the  earth  by  HiMSBt.F,  (If*.  xJiv,  14-}; 
and  tf  him,  through  blm,  or  by  &«,'(£■* 
are  all  tliuzt,  (Rom.  xi-  3**)+  find  Chrilt 
it  tpoken  01,  as  the  IW,  or  Jehovah,  who, 
by  KU  own  proper  efficiency,  in  the  famriiig 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth,  and  the  hca- 
I’fdc  are  fax!  to  be  the  Tvtrrh  of  his  hands, 
(Hcbtit  so  )  Thefe  exalted  char«£terf  of 
the  Legos  cannot  agree  to  any,  the  moft  glo* 
riuus  creature,  that  can  be  imagined ;  ftnee 
that  moll  be  a  made  being,  ana  ail  focb  ho* 
ingi  are  here  diftitiguifted  from  tbe 
who  made  them :  and  therefore  he  cannot  he 
hlm&lf  made*  Nor  can  they,  1  think, 
agree  to  a  fnppofed  pre  exifteot,  evened  foul 
of  Chrift- ;  fince  the  Divinity  and  the  power, 
here  and  in  the  following  wfe  afenbod  to 
him,  are  didingoilhfid  from  sit  Imtde  things 
and  axe  peculiar  to  Godhead,  «  will  appear 
In  the  Evancdifr’i  further  account  of  them* 


Ch.  i# 


Tbi  Evangdift  Johm  panpbrajkt*  WSj 


6  Thar  was  a 
non  ftot  from 
Godj  whofeiume 
w$  John* 


*  The  lime 
came  for  a  wtl- 
nds,  to  bear  ail* 
nefs  of  the  Liehti 
tlutaJ]  iDcaturo* 
him  might  be¬ 
lieve 


t  He  was  not 

that  Light,  but 
'uwj  /fn/  to  bear 
wiincfi  of  that 
Light, 


6  The  opening  of  the  lad  and  cleared  of  thefe  dif- 
penfations  began  in  the  miniftry  of  John  the  B apt  if,  vfao 
vis  really  a  man,  and  no  more,  though  an  extraordi- 
nary  one  in  his  birth,  gifts,  qualifications,  and  remark¬ 
able  fluidity,  and  a  man,  who  was  thereby  ptrove^  to  be 
Cent  of  God,  that  he  might  be  the  forerunner  of  the 
glorious  perfon  before  fpoken  of. 

7  This  John  came  among  the  Jews*  as  a  witneft 
from  God,  and  for  God,  to  fpeak  of  Chrift,  and  point 
them  to  him,  as  a  divine  perfon,  in  •whom  were  hid  all 
ike  treafures  of  lui/dom  and  knowledge,  and  who  was 
juft  ready  to  appear,  and.diffufe  a  glorious  light  among 
them  :  And  the  great  defign  and  tendency  of  his  tefti- 
mony  was,  -that  through  his  miniftry,  as  a  moral  and 
appointed  means,  all  forts  *  of  men  might  be  induced 
to  believe  in  Jcfus,  as  the  proper  objed  of  their  faith, 
(ver.  is.}  whether  they  were  Pkarifees ,  Sadducees,  or 
the-  common  people  among  the  Jews,  or  publicans  and 
foJdiers  among  the  Gentiles* 

-8  It  might  be  truly  laid  -of  Jobs,  that,  by  the  clear- 
nefs  of  his  preaching,  the  fervour  of  his  fpifit,  and  the 
holinefs  of  his  life,  he  was  miniftenalJy  (•  *»*«»)  <, 
burning  end  Jhining  light ,  {John  v.  35.)  But,  as  he 
himfelf  confe  fifed,  he  was  not  that  divine  perfon,  who, 

by  way  of  eminence,  is  (»**«#)  the  light,  from  which 
all  others  are  derived,  but  was  feat  of  God  to  (hew  him 


to  the  people,  who  really  was  lb,  and  to  allure  them 
that  he,  as  the  Sun  of  righteoulhefs,  was  then  riling  o- 
pon  them. - 

9  TSdwattU  9  This  matchlels  perfon  was,  by  way  of  eminence 
tnic Light,  which  and  excellence,  the  true  light ,  in  oppoGtion  to  the  falfc 

minThit  wmah  ^E*115*  of  the  Gentile  philofophers,  and  the  corrupted, 
into  the  *wtd,  as  well  as  the  faint  typical  tight  of  the  Jews  ;  and  in 

diftindion  from  John  the  Bapfift,  and  the  apolllcs,  who 
bare  a  more  dired  witnefs  to  bim,  and  derived  their 
light  from  him.  He  is  indeed  the  original  fountain- 
■  light,  from  whom  all  kinds  of  natural  and  divine  know¬ 
ledge  are  communicated  to  every  man,  whether  Jew 
or  Gentile ,  who  has  been  partaker  of  them  in  former 
ages,  or  now  is,  or  ever  (hall  be  fo  to  the  end  of  the 
world  $.  10  He 

NOTES. 

*  AH  met  in  this  place  can  net  pofRbly  -ati  the  inr  fybt, -which,  t^mhig  !ate  tbe  merU, 
mean  every  individual  oT  mankind,  beemfe  tniighttMh  every  mart.  And  lb  coming  ufr 
(lie  EvangeUft  here  {peaks  of  the  defign  of  the  v&rfd,  refers  not  10  every  many  but  to 
John  the  Bapttft's  perfond  miniftry,  to  prt*  Chrift  ihc  true  Light,  who  is  uiuatly  ftit&l 
pare  Cbrift  s  way,  which  mioiilry  wjs  con*  c  Ac  that  aimeth  ;  and  then  tc  molt 

fried  to  the  land  of  and  bvt  fewt  peculiarly  relates  to  his  appearing  in  the 

comparatively  fpcaVmg,  beard  his  tcflimony,  world  10  fpread  the  Eight  of  thegofpdaruoDg 
See  the  notes  on  vtr *  and  chap*  ilL  1 6*  GtntHtu  **  well  as  or  amoirgft  all  tlut 

J  Or  theft  words  may  be  rendered,  He  are  ttitigtucaed  by  i:# 


*68  The  EvangeUJt  John  parapbrafed,  Ch.  it 


10  He  wis  in 
the  world,  and 
the  world  wu 
made  by  bun  ; 

and  tbc  world 
knew  him  not. 


iv  He  one 

unto  hit  own  t 
and  his  own  re* 
wcjTed  him  not. 


is  By  him,  as  was  raid,  (ver.  3.)  the  whole  crea* 
tion  was  formed,  and  he  has  ever  lines  been  prefent  in 
the  world  by  his  Being  and  Providence,  upholding  alt 
things  by  the  word  of  bis  power  ;  and  by  feveral  difpen- 
fations  o£  light  and  grace  in  different  degrees  through 
ail  ages.  And  yet  fuch  is  the  blindnefs,  fenfuality, 

and  depravity  of  mankind,,  that  the  Gentile  world  nei¬ 
ther  underftood  nor  owned  the  characters  of  the  Deity, 
which  he  impreffed  on  his  works,  as  the  Creator’ of  ait 
things ;  nor  did  the  generality  of  men  obferve  and  be¬ 
lieve  the  characters  of  grace,  which  he  discovered  by 
tradition,  or  by  his  word,  as  the  only  Saviour. 

1 1  Yea,  in  the  fnlnefs  of  time,  he  perfonaily  appear¬ 
ed,  in  his  incarnation  land  miniftry,  among  the  Jews, 
and  manifelted  him  (elf  with  more  abundant  light  and 
power,  by  his  doCtrine  and  miracles  to  them,  who  were 
his  own  people  and  property, _  not  merely  in  common 
with  the  reft  of  the  world,  by  right  of  creation,  but 
likewife  in  a  more  peculiar  manner,  as  he  was  the  God 
of  Ijrael ,  and  they  were  his  covenant  and  profeffuig 
people,  and  bts  own  kindred  according  to  the  fiejh, 
(A’fflw.  ix.  4,  5.)  And  yet  fo  ignorant,  obftinate,  and 
perverfe,  were  the  generality  of  them,  who  were  thus 
his  own,  that  they  wilfully  rejeded  their  Creator,  their 
natural  and  fpecia]  obligations  to  him,  and  would  not 
receive  him  as  their  Mcffiah. 


it  But  m  ma¬ 
ny  at  received 
him+  to  them 
give  he  power  to 
become  the  font 
of  God,  rufjs  to 
them  that  believe 
pu  bit  oaroc. 


v  *  Which  veru 
born  ,  not  of 

blood. 


12  But  there  was  a  remnant ^  according  to  the  election 
of  grate*  {Rom*  si*  5.)  who  embraced  him  as  the  free 
gift  of  God,  with  hearty  approbation  of  him,  and  of 
the  way  of  falvation  alone  by  him,  as  their  prophet, 
prieft,  and  king,  and  with  an  entire  tnift  and  depen¬ 
dence  upon  him  for  thetnJHves,  that  they  might  have 
life  through  him  :  And  on  all  who  thus  by  faith  recei* 
ved  him,  he  beftowed  (*£«-«»}  the  dignity  and  preroga¬ 
tive,  right  and  privilege  of  being  the  children  of  God, 
not  in  name  and  title  only,  but  in  noble  difpofiuons 
and  enjoyments,  whether  they  bztfewj  or  Gentile j,  wea¬ 
ker  or  flronger  believers4,  they  being  all  the  children 
tf  God  if  faith  in  Gbrift  Jefus*  Gal*  iii.  2  6* 

13  He,  as  the  fountain  of  honour,  bellows  this  glo* 

rious  privilege  on  them,  who  are  new  begotten  or  born 
again,  4  not  by  natural  defeent  or  pedigree, 

from 


MOTE. 

* Though  formerly  the  adoption  pertain-  cording  to  the  difcoverles  we  hive  of  his 

ed  only  to  the  yer  under  the  gofpd-  perfon,  cAca(  workst  and  benefits  in  his 

(late,  it  is  no  longer  confined  lo  them,  be-  word.  So  to  believe  in  hll  name  h  to  be^ 

lkving  Jr«rj  and  Gwb  bdn gait  one  in  Chrifi  lieve  in  him,  which  U  the  lame  with  rerri- 

(GaMii.  *8.)  And  as  the  namtoi  ving  him,  as  it  is  eseprefletf  in  the  former  par: 
Chrift  jg  often  put  far  Chrilt  himfclf,  ic*  of  die  vcric. 


Ch.  !* 
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Mood,  nor  of  the  from  Abraham)  nor  by  the  blood  of  ctrcumcifioD,  which 
* J'*  was  the  fien  anil  fcal  of  J/raefo  covenant  relation  to 

nor  of  the  wM  of  ^  .  *  e  „  _ *  . 

man,  but  of  God.  Cod *  nor  by the  intention  of  parents  m  begetting  them, 

nor  bv  tbe  ceremonial  obfervaneca  of  JrwiJb  carnal  or* 
din  anew,  nor  by  any  inclinations  of  corrupt  nature, 
which,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  is  called  fitlh  j  ncr  is  it  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  way  of  man's  wilting,  in  adopting  fuch  as 
are  in  tbemfelvcs  worthy  to  be  bis  heirs  for  want  of  na¬ 
tural  ifltie,  nor  according  to  any  principles  of  a  natural 
man,  whereby  he  gives  a  turn  to  his  own  will,  nor  yet 
according  to  the  mere  power  of  moral  fwafion,  which 
one  man  may  life  with  another :  This  fpiritual  birth  does 
not  proceed  from  any  of  thefe  principles,  which  are  in¬ 
deed  either  contrary  to  it,  or  iufulTicient  to  produce  it} 
bur,  on  tbe  other  hand,  it  is  entirely  of  God,  as  the 
free,  fovereign,  and  efficacious  canfe  of  that  divine  and 
heavenly  principle,  which  is  infufed  into  believers  by 
regeneration,  that  they  might  live  in  all  righteoufnefs 
and  hoiinefs  to  him. 

t4  And  ihe  14  And  in 'order  to  the  faving  defign,  for  which 
Word  w»  made  God  the  Word  appeared  on  eatth,  he  was  made  man, 

•mone* nl  "(and  afliiming  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with 
we  hciidd  hit  himfelf  *  i  and  he  tabernacled  in  delh  with  a  divine 
glory,  the  glory  prefence  and  glory,  like  the  Jehovah  of  Tfrael  in  the  $ 

hegotte  nof  °th«  Shecbinah,  as  all  the  fnlnefr  of  the  Godhead  dwelt  In 
rather,)  full  of  the  temple  of  his  body,  with  a  continued  abode  for  a. 
grace  and  truth,  feafon  arnongft  us  men,  and  amongft  us  particularly 

who  were  his  difciples,  till  at  length  he  removed  from 
earth  to  beaten  ;  And  his  appearance  amongft  us,  was 
full  of  grace,  in  opposition  to  the  law,  as  a  min  Mira¬ 
tion  full  of  vtratb  and  terrort  and  as,  at  bed,  only  a 
Jbadovi  of  good  things  to  coast  ;  and  it  was  full  of  fob* 

fiance 


N  o  ’ 

*  The  term  fefi  U  often  ufed  In  feripture, 
hr  a  Sjnftdttbtr  for  the  whole  man,  u  in 
M&ttb  xaiv*  xi*  it.  17.  and  Ramr  iiL 
Xor  and  federal  other places;  an  il  G>  the  JfV J 
or  being  made  ildht  it  the  fame  la 

f*;nfc  *ith  his  being  made  man,  or  baying  a 
true  human  ibul,  as  well  as  body  t  But  hit 
human  nature  js  moft  diully  called  M,  or 
a  body,  to  exprcli  his  infinite  conddceofion 
and  gram  ia  taking  upon  luiut  even  the  maa* 
eft  parr  of  man,  with  all  the  natural  lofinni* 
ttrs  of  the  body  i  to  fhew  that  be  came  to  re* 
cover  that  fldh  from  corruption,  which  by 
Jin  was  made  obnoxious  to  death,  and 
that  not  the  fowl  only,  hut  the  body  iikewife 
Ibuuld  be  railed  to  eternal  life  t  and  to  allure 
i*s,  tMthehad  a  true  human  body,  or  real 
fitlh,  in  ttppofilion  to  fuch  ai,  iu  early  days* 
pretended  that  it  was  only  a  phantom  or  ap* 
pcarance  of  fieJh*  But  bis  being  made  flclh* 


E  S, 

vu  not  by  his  divine  nature**  being  changed 
into  the  human,  but  by  the  human  azure's 
being  p trio n ally  united  with  tbe  divine  in 
himfelf;  hy  which  perfonal  union  he  did 
not  ceafc  to  be  what  he  before*  wx*  G*dt 
but  became  what  he  was  not  before,  7mt.  j ct.ju/ 
and  ib  both  natures  conftituttd  bur  one  per- 
G>n  in  him.  God-man.  Accordingly  it  is 
laid,  that  he  was  made  or  became  flrih,  as 
was  laid  to  be  made  or  become  a  &  /mg 
fat it*  {Gen.  ii.  7.) 

§  EffKtranr  (r  i?*eti%  hr  d-xcil  emortgfi  *fjt 
evidently  refers  u>  the  in  which 

God  dwelt  in  the  tabernacle  tbit  wm  pitched 
among  the  Ifraciites*  and  was  u  fi»tire  of  the 
incarnation  of  Chrift,  and  of  hb  abode  for. 
fomc  time  on  earth,  by  whii  h  fiod^s  appear¬ 
ance,  in  themanifrilaiuMi  ui  l  b  glory  among 
men,  was  the  molt  vitihlc  and  remarkable* 
that  had  ever  been  rnsde  b cioie. 
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fiance  and  truths  as  he  thereby  completely  anfircred 
all  hi*  own  engagements*  and  was  the  end  of  the  law 
for  righteotsfnefs  to  every  one  that  believes*  and  as  all 
the  promifes,  types*  and  prophecies  were  fulfilled  in 
him  :  And  though  his  divine  glory  was  vail'd  by  his  ta¬ 
bernacling  in  flefc  amongfl  us,  yet  it  was  not  loft*  nor 
totally  hid  ;  but  we*  his  riifciples,  were  eye-witnejfet 
of  his  Mayeftyt  and  beheld  by  faith*  as  well  as  with  our 
bodily  eyes*  fome  radiant  beams,  which  difeovered  the 
Saviour  and  the  God  :  We  faw  the  glory  of  his  divine 
wifdom,  power,  holinrfs,  and  grace,  which*  on  various 
occafions*  di (played  themfelves  in  him  ;  we  faw  the 
glory  of  his  Godlike  miracles,  and  of  his  foveretgn 
way  of  performing  them  ;  we  law  the  glory  that  fhone 
in  his  transfiguration*  refurreftion,  and  afeertfion  to 
heaven  j  (tedfafily  confidered  and  obfer* 

ved  it  with  the  cloleft  attention*  and  higheft  wonder** 
as  the  glory  that  was  really  becoming  the  Son  of  God* 
and  was  proper  and  peculiar  to  him*  who  is  originally 
the  fame  in  nature  with  the  Father,  and  eternally  be¬ 
gotten  of  him,  in  fticb  ait  inconceivable  manner,  as 
none  ever  was  befides  him* 


t%  John  bare  j-  f  Of  this  wonderful  perfon  John  the  Baplijt * 

udoLi* t*iat  G16**  an<*  cxtraorclinnty  prophet,  was  only  the  fore** 
*  Thu  runner,  to  give  notice  of  his  coming,  and  lead  the 

people*  unto  him :  This  he  freely  owned  was  all  the 
honour  he  pretended  to  j  and  in  the  abundant  zeal,  and 
fervour  of  his  Spirit*  he  lifted  up  bis  voice*  to  proclaim 
the  incarnate  God,  faying  to  the  people,  after  he  had 
feen  Jefus  at  his  baptifrn,  The  long  looked-for  Saviour  is 
now  come  $  he  whom  I  have  ihewn  to  you  is  the  very 

perfon 


N  O  ' 

*  The  particle  as  Id  this  pbtc,  h  not  d«* 
Hgncd  to  Ggrrify  a  bare  rdemhlasoe  of  the  Soo 
of  God,  hat  what  was  really  becoming  him, 
and  was  proper  to  him  :  Tnos  we  lay  of  a 
king  when  he  a£U  up  to  cbandcrf  or  appears 
like  him&lf,  he  aCb  as  a  king,  or  he  appears 
as  with  the  majefty  of  a  king:  And  the  lenp- 
tore  often  ults  fuch  forms  of  fpcecli  to  de¬ 
clare  the  reality  of  things,  and  their  fititablc- 
nWl  to  ehara&r.  See  Metib*  jclv*  $,  %  Cor . 
hi*  lit  and  J Zfh*  v,  6*  And  bow  naiu rally 
does  this  mixed  tunGdcratton  of  Cbrift  at 
God-man,  and  as  Mediator  between  God  and 
man,  account  for  all  the  high  and  low  thing* 
■Jut  arc  fpoken  of  him ;  for  all  the  abfb* 
luce  chareders  of  divine  glory,  that  are 
feribed  to  him  as  God,  aod  for  all  die 
characters  of  weakneft  and  dependence,  that 
are  aicribed  to  him  ai  man  for  all  the 
exalted  powers  and  honours  that  are  laid 
o  be  gtvm  to  him  u  God-man  Mediator, 
land  for  all  the  infinite  capacities  he  has  to  re- 
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critc  thole  donations  front  Ida  Father,  and 
to  exertife  the  powers,  and  wear  the  honours, 
that  belong  to  him  in  i  hat  eonfidcration  of 
him  l  And  how  aptly  does  dm  mixed  view 
of  Clirift  account  for  all  thole  paflages  of 
icnpture,  that  on  one  hand  fpeak  of  him 
absolutely  as  God,  vhilll  he  U  conUdered  ig 

his  original  nature*  and  cnemial  perfections 
and  right*  ;  and  all  thofc  places  oo  the  other 
hand,  that  diftinguiih  him  from  God,  whilft 
he  u  fpofc.cn  of  in  hu  otScc,  as  mediator  b 
human  nature  between  God  and  man* 
f  This  and  the  next  teAtmony,  (wr,  19, 
fic,}  which  gave  to  Chrzfl,  leem  to 
have  been  during  the  time  of  our  Lord's 
temptation  in  the  vriLdexocfs ;  for  as  form  » 
he  was  baptized,  he  was  Led  by  the  fpirit  in¬ 
to  the  wildcmcd,  (NUitb.  iv,  1,  sod  Luke 
iv,  i.)  and  J tfu  faw  Jdus  coming  to  him 
again  t  the  next  day  after  the  prkfts  and 
Levitts  from  Jcrxfakm  had-  been  with  hint 
u  EiSkaU re.  (wr.  aB*  19,  of  ibis  chapter.  1 


Ch.f. 
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ayr 


10  And  of 
JtoliMft  have  ail 
vc  received,  and 
grace  for  grace. 


Tim  m  he  of  pcrfon  of  whom  I  before  told  you,  that  be  indeed  apt* 
whom  I  rpake,*  pears  after  me  in  the  excrcife  of  his  miniftry,  but  is 

aftV™  cvcry  way  my  fuperior  in  himfelf,  and  in  his  office  too  ; 

fened  before  me;  he  is  lb  not  barely  in  my  elteem,  but  likewife  in  the 
Cor  he  waa  before  account  of  hts  Father,  and  of  all  the  prophets  who 

wrote  of  him  ;  and  he  (hall  be  fo  in  the  account  of  all 
rhofe  whom  he  will  (end  to  bear  witnefs  to  him,  and 
of  all  that  believe  in  him  :  And  it  is  highly  fit  that  he 
fhould  be  preferred  before  me  ;  for  he  had  an  eternal 
eiide nee  as  a  divine  pcrfon  with  the  Father,  and  was 
fet  up  from  everlaftmg  in  his  uffict>ch  a  rafter,  before  alt 
worlds,  and  therefore  undoubtedly  before  1  bare  wit* 
nets  of  him,  and  before  I  was  born* 

1 6  And  as  *  he  is  fuperior  in  dignity  to  John^  fo  he 
is  in  fulnefs  and  fufficiency  to  all  apoftles  and  New* 
Teflament  believers;  he  receives  nothing  from  them, 
but  they  derive  all  from  him  :  For  as  he  has  an  cflenti- 
al  fulnefs  of  all  divine  perfections,  as  the  God  who  in* 
habits  the  man  Jrfus;  fo  he  has  a  communicative  Ful¬ 
nefs  treafurtd  up  in  him,  by  the  Father's  appointment 
and  his  own  merit,  as  the  head  of  the  church  :  And 
of  this  inctxhauftible  fulnefs  all  of  us,  who  believe  in 
him,  have  received,  and  continue  to  receive  all  fpiri* 
tual  hleflings,  multiplied  one  upon  another,  according 
to  our  capacities  and  wants,  as  an  empty  vefTel  receives 
the  water  that  is  poured  into  it  from  the  fountain  ;  and 
wt  receive  abundance  of  grace,  as  a  beggar  receives 
an  alms,  from  the  treafures  of  hts  grace,  heap  upon 
heap,  according  to  the  meafure  of  his  gift ;  and  all 
that  we  derive  from  his  fulnefs,  is  anfwerable,  in  na~ 
ture  and  kind,  to  the  grace  which  is  in  him  ;  fo  that 
it  bears  the  image  of  his  grace,  as  the*  wax  does  of  the 
Teal,  line  for  line  §* 

vj  This  divine  perfon  is  likewife  fuperior  to  Mofes  : 
For  he  has  done  more  than  that  famous  law  giver  could 
do ;  and  the  glory  of  his  miniftration  exceb  that  which 
was  under  him*  Mcfcs  indeed,  as  a  mini  Her  of  the 
law,  delivered  the  mind  and  will  of  God  to  the 
in  a  manner  fui table  to  their  circum  (lances,  in  a  mini* 
ftiatton  of  death  and  condemnation,  and  in  obfeure 

typed 

NOTES* 

*  Some1  fuppoli  that  this  and  the  tm  fol¬ 
io  win  jf  are  Jafat  tfa  Btylifi's  further 

icflimmijr  ooncemiug  Chrift :  But  they  fcccn 
to  be  rather  the  fivangdifTs  own  words  as 
appears  by  the  variations  of  the  word  <  them* 
ftlvis,  and  the  propriety  of  tbeir  application 
to  Chriftians,  rather  than  to  Twa's  hearers, 
who  were  moftir  ignorant  of  Christ  nr^d  had, 
pi  iliac  umcj  revived  Jiulcoraothiogfrom 


17  Forifaehw 
vatgivcD  by  Mo* 

f«* 


him;  as  alfo  by  the  agreement  of  the  fif¬ 
teenth  and  ferentpenth  vcnV%  with  what  rbe 
Evan ^cli ft  had  faai,  t/  tr,  l*,  aud  further 
fays,  T*r,  18  and  i  Jchn  iv.  ti. 

§  Tliefe  I  lake  to  be  the  moft  genuine.* 
fenfttOf  this  esprdTion*  The  reader  may 
fie  fiverat  other  iDWfpi'rtstioiss  in 
oq  the  place* 


fb,  but  grace 
ai>d  trail]  came 
by  JcTu*  Chiift, 


Tie  Ewwgttift  Johjt  parapbrafdt 


Cbt  * 


tfi  No  man 
bath  fees  God  at 
any  ttac s  the  on¬ 
ly  begotten  Son, 
which  is  in  the 
Worn  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  he  hath  de¬ 
clared  Urn* 


to  And  this  b 

the  record  of 
John,  when  the 

Jew* 


types  and  figures,  which  were  infufficient  to  make  the 
worftiippers  perfect :  But  the  incarnate  Son  of  God  t$ 
the  Lord  and  giver  of  the.  better  things  of  the  gofpel, 
has  brought  in  the  rich  eft  and  plained  difeoveries  of 
divine  love  and  grace,  and  is  the  real  Jubilance  of  all 
JudaicaJ  types  and  predictions,  as  they  are  accomplifh- 
ed  in  and  by  him j  and  all  the  great  and  good  things, 
which  he  is  come  to  bring  in,  proceed  from  bis  grace, 
and  have  their  performance  from  his  truth,  in  d  mini- 
11  ration  of  life  and  righteoulheft* 

1 8  Yea,  this  adorable  perfon  is  fuperior  to  all  crea^ 
tures  whatfoever,  and  his  revelation  excels  all  that  any 
other  could  be  fuppofed  to  make*  No  mere  man  could 
ever  fee  the  invifible  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  and  no 
mere  creature,  (  »r)  not  one,  whether  man  or  angel, 
was  ever  privy  to  God’s  counfels,  as  they  lye  in  his 
own  mind,  or  ever  knew  any  thing  of  them  but  by 
revelation :  But  the  Eternal  Word,  having  communion 
with  the  Father  in  Godhead,  and  in  counfels,  perfectly 
under  Hands  him,  and  all  his  defignsj  he  being,  in  an 
ineffable  and  peculiar  manner,  his  only  begotten  Son, 
of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Father,  and  mtinudy  dear 
to  him,  is,  as  he  alway3  was,  and  will  be,  intimately 
prefect  with  him,  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  his 
whole  heart,  like  a  hofom-friend,  the  Father  being  hi 
bimf  and  be  in  the  Father ,  ( John  xiv,  10.)  He  accord¬ 
ingly  has  revealed  all  that  is  known,  or  was  needful  to 
be  known  concerning  him,  and  particularly  relating  to 
his  infinite  witdom  and  grace  in  the  redemption  and 
falvarion  of  loft  Tinners  ;  whatever  the  prophets  of  old, 
and  his  forerunner  John^  have  £tid  about  thefe  things, 
was  by  his  Spirit;  and  now  he  himfelf  has  come  to 
make  fttll  further  difeoveries  of  them  in  his  own  per- 
fonal  mini  ft  ry,  and  with  ftill  greater  evidence  and  ex¬ 
tent  by  his  Spirit  in  the  apofUes,  whom  he  lent  forth 
in  his  name. 

19  And*,  at  another  time,  John  the  Bnptijl  gave 
the  following,  teftimony  concerning  Jefus,  when  the 
great  council  of  the  Jews  at  Jerttfalem  fent  to  him : 
They  having  beard  much  of  Johri%  fame,  and  how  he 
was  honoured  among  tbi  people,  for  the  ftrifhiefi  of 
his  life,  the  excellence  of  his  doftrine,  and  the  fo¬ 
ie  m  nit  y  of  his  baptifm,  deputed  fome  of  their  number, 

who 


N  o 

*  They  vho  take  the  forrrolDt  vrrfcs  to 
be  Jflfin'j  uftimony,  Gj[)pdc  that  iliii  record 
lxfc™  to  whit  va  then  faid :  But  1  rather 
thitfk  that  the  hiiWry  U  hen  n-aHomeSj  and 


T  E. 

that  this  refer*  to  what  follows,  u\  the  dip 
centric  between  John  tad  the  mcLibagcrs  frum 
Jtrufgltm*  the  notes  on  vtr*  if,  ml 
16, 


The  Ebangefifi  Johk  parephhafii. 


Jew t  fctti  pricftf 
and  icWta  fro  m 
Jcraialw  to  ftik 
Aiqi  »  WHo  art 

thou  ? 

to  A-id  hctuu- 
£cfCrd#  and  denial 
Aot ;  bat  ronfcT- 
ftd>  I  an  not  the 
ChrdL 


it  And  they 

uked  Mill,  What 
ther>?  Art  thou 
Ellis  ?  And  h* 
fauh  I  an  not. 
Art  thou  that 
prophet  ?  And  he 
mfwcrcdj  Ki 


ii  Then  Aid 
thty  onto  tim, 
Who  art  thou  ? 
that  we  roaj  girt 
an  infwtr  to 


them  that  fent 
Ui :  w1i»l  kytft 
thou  erf  tbylaff 


>3  Re  &M,  I 
am  » he  voice  of 
one  crying  in  the 
wilderncff}  Make 
Anight  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  as 
fiitt  the  prophet 
kfiuj. 


14  And  they 
chieh  were  fent 
ilxre  of  the  Ph*- 
rifttfc 


who  were  priefts  and  Levites,  men  of  high  account 
for  their  piety  and  knowledge  in  the  law*  to  examiod 
him  about  the  charader  he  afliimed,  and  to  demand  of 
him  whether  be  profdftd  to  be  the  Mcfiiah  or  not* 
ao  To  tbia  inquiry  John  anfwered  in  plain  terms, 
and  with  great  earneftnefe,  freely  confefling,  and  by 
no  means  denying  the  truth  \  and  (**J)  what  he  ft* 
ftrongly  confrfled  wad,  that  he  neither  was,  nor  ever 
pretended  to  be  the  Meffiah*  nor  would  have  any  one 
entertain  a  thought  of  him  at  if  he  were* 

2i  Hereupon  they  further  afted  him.  What  then  do 
you  prof  eft  to  be  ?  Are  you  the  great  prophet  Elijah  the 
TiJhhiUt  who  our  do&ors  fay  is  to  appear  in  perfod 
immediately  before  the  coming  of  the  Mefljah  ?  to 
this  be  anfwered.  No,  1  am  not  that  Elias  whom  ye  ex-* 
J)c£k.  They  replied.  Are  you  then  Jeremiah,  or  any 
one  of  the  ancient  prophets,  (Matth*  xvi.  14.)  wbd 
before  the  coming  of  Elias  wc  cxpe£l  will  rife  front 
the  dead  1  to  which  he  frankly  anfwered  again,  No,  I 


am  not* 

■  r 

22  Then*  like  perfons  that  knetir  not  what  to  think 
of  him,  they  faid,  If  you  are  none  of  thefe,  who  do 
you  pretend  to  be?  we  infill  on  %  direct  anfwer,  that 
we  may  know  what  account  to  give  of  you  to  the  fa  ti¬ 
lled  rim,  by  whole  authority  we  are  come,  and  to  whom 
we  muft  make  our  report.  As  for  us,  we  cannot  i- 
magine  who  you  are,  or  by  what  authority  you  take  u- 
pon  you  at  this  rate;  tell  ns  therefore  in  plain  terms 
what  yon  call  yourfelf,  and  what  fort  of  coaimilBon  it 
is  that  you  pretend  to. 

23  To  this  their  peremptory  demand  John  replied, 
I  am  the Meffiah’s  baibinger,  whom  Jfatahy  (chap.  xl.  3.) 
described  in  prophecy,  as  the  voice  of  hint  that  cries  in 
the  ■wilder nefs,  Prepare  ye  the  "way  of  the  Lord,  make 
fira.it  in  the  defart  a  high  v/ay  for  our  God.  Te  fee  that 
I  appear  in  the  wildemefs,  and  not-  in  populous  places, 
like  one  who  feeks  his  own  glory;  and  my  fpecial  corn- 
million  is  to  lay  rayfrlf  out  with  Zealand  fervour,  in  rec¬ 
tify  mg:  the  errors  of  the  people,  and  making  way,  by  my 
do&rine  and  baptifm  of  repentance,  for  their  receiving 
the  MelBah,  who  is  Ifraef  s  Jebdvah,  and  whom  I  open¬ 
ly  proclaim,  as  jolt  ready  to  appear  among  you- 

24  Now  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  thefe  mefTcngers 
from  the  council  to  John,  were  of  the  fell  of  the  Pha- 
rifeet ,  who  were  a  captious  fort  of  people,  wonderful 
tenacious  of  their  ceremonies  and  traditions,  and  foe  ft 
proud  felf-  judiciaries,  as  thought  they  needed  no  re* 


pen  ranee. 


Voi.  II. 


4- 

* 


Cb»  i# 


%$  And  \hcf 
alkcd  litni,  and 
£iid  unto  lii*s 
why  Itaptiujl 
thou  tlicn*  ]f 
thtfii  he  not  tliiit 
Cirifi,  nor 
neither  that  pro¬ 
phet  ? 


* 

itf  John  an- 
fu'ered  t!;ccnr  fay¬ 
ing,  f  baptize 
with  water :  but 
thei-e  fljudtth  one 

ye  k:.ow  not; 

%1  He  it  is, 
vhu  coming  after 

me  is  preferred 
before  me,  whole 
fbocs  Utchet  i  am 
not  worthy  totut- 

boie. 


sfrTIwfrtffiti'f 

■  j 

were  done  ia  lb- 
thaliara  beyond 
Jordan,  where 
John  was  bapti- 


The  nejet 
diy  John  feeth 
Jciiis coming  un~ 
to  him*  and  faith, 
Dchuld  the -Lamb 

of 


25  And  therefore  they  depopulated  with  him*  laying* 
If  this  is  all  that  you  pretend  to  be,  what  is  the  reafon 
of  your  making  fo  many  profelytes,  and  baptizing  them 
into  your  new  do&rine  ?  A  mere  harbinger  furely  has 
no  right  to  fet  up  for  bimfetf  as  you  do,  and  to  make 
ftteh  extraordinary  innovations  as  thefe:  Since  then  you 
confcfs,  that  you  arc  neither  the  Mcjftak,  nor  Elias,  nor 
Jeremiah^  nor  any  other  of  the  antient  prophets  raifed 
from  the  dead,  we  wonder  at  your  preemption,  and 
would  fain  know  by  what  authority  you  do  thefe  things* 

26,  27  John  replied.  Ye  greatly  miftake  rhe  matter:  I 
do  not  make  difciples  to  myfelf,  nor  baptize  them  into 
the  profdlton  of  any  new  dodrine  of  my  own  :  1  only 
baptize  with  water,  as  a  fign  and  emblem  of  a  better 
baptifm.  But  there  is  one,  wbo  already  lives  among 
you,  and  lately  Hood  at  *  Jordan  in  the  midft  of  you, 
{ultra;  *  »(un  {o-tmuv}  tho’  be  has  not  yet  fully  appeared  in 

his  public  character,  and  ye  have  not  known  him;  he 
will  (hortlybaptizehis  difciples  with  the  Holy  Ghoft;  and 
my  great  bufinefs  is  to  confign  the  people  over  to  him, 
that  tbey  may  receive  him,  and  his  do£trine,  together 
with  all  the  fupernaturat  gifts,  and  graces,  and  blef- 
lings  of  his  kingdom :  He  is  that  Divine  perfon,  of 
whom  1  have  before  publicly  declared,  (ver.  15.)  that, 
though  he  fucceeds  me  in  the  maui reflation-  of  htmfelf, 
and  in  the  excreifc  of  his  office;  yet  he  is  infinitely 
more  excellent  than  me,  and  bad  an  eternal  exigence 
before  me,  who  does  not  defer ve  to  be  employed  in  the 
meaueft  office  about  him,  no,  not  fo  much  as  to  take  off 
his  ihoes:  But  as  1,  though  unworthy,  have  the  honour 
of  God’s  comimfllon  to'  be  his  forerunner,  according  to 
IJaiah's  prophecy,  I  have  fufficienr  authority  in  this1 
manner  to  make  difciples  unto  him,  and  this  is  all  tbat 
I  pretend  to. 

28  This  conversion,  between  John  and  the  meflen- 
grrs  from  Jerufalem ,  was  held  publicly  at  Bethabnra, 
which  iignifies  the  houfe  vf  pajfage,  and  lay  a  little  be¬ 
yond  that  paic  of  Jordan,  where  people  tiled  to  go  over 
it,  and  which  was  the  place  where  John  had  been  for 
fbme  time  baptizing  the  multitudes  that- came  to  turn. 

29  The  next  day  after  this,  John  feeing  Jcfus,  who 
then  returned  hack  from  the  wildernels,  (fee  the  no  re 
00  ver.  15.)  pointed  to  him,  and  faid  to  the  people 
then  prefen:.  Behold,  here  is  the  very  perfon  of  whom 
I  have  fpoke  fo  much,  now  appearing  before  your  eyes; 
look  with  attention  upon  him,  and  look  by  faith  unto 
him,  for  che.'rerhiflion  of  (ins  ;  receive,  admire,  and 
prize  him,  who  is,  by  way  of  eminence  and  preference 

10 


CL  t. 

cf  God,  which 
uketh  away  the 
fm  of  the  world* 


The  Evaftgelij}  Joh.h  pirapbrnftd. 


in 


3d  This  is  hi 
of  whom  L  taidt 
After  me  comcth  a 
nui  which  is  pre* 
trrml  before  me; 
For  he  «a*  before 


31  And!  knew 
him  not  1  Bat 
tharhcJhovLd  be 
made  nlaitifeA  to 
lft  ad*  therefore 
am  [  come  bapti¬ 
zing  with  rater. 


H 

to  all  others,  the  Lamb  of  God ;  this  15  the  true  and 
only  tffc&ual  propitiatory  Sacrifice,  chofen,  fet  apart, 

and  Tent  of  God,  devoted  to  him,  and  accepted  by  him, 
and  prefigured,  as  by  all  the  typical  facrificcs  cf  atone-' 
meet,  fo  particularly  bythepafchal  lamb,  and  rhofethat 
were  offered  for  a  continual  burnt~cffer'mg%  every  morn - 
ing  and  evening*  (Exod*  Mix.  38,  42.)  Behold,  God 
has  now  provided  amoft  excellent  Lamb  for  himfrlf, 
which  is  no  other  than  this  holy,  meek,  and  humble 
Jefus,  a  Lamb  without  blemijb7  and  without  /pot ,  vjho 
was  fore-ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world 7  but 
u  now  mani/ejled%  (1  Pet*  i.  ip,  20.}  to  take  away  the 
gmltandpunifhmenr,  power  and  pollution  of  all  fin,  both 
original  anda£tual,  and  that  with  abiding  efficacy  from 
everyone, whether  j>Ei; or  £?«rfj/tf,ih3t  believes  in  him  ** 

30  This  is  the  great  Meffiah;  fee  there  he  comes, 
of  whom  ye  have  heard  me  fay  before,  that  a  mighty 
man,  (*^p)  the  man  of  GoiPs  right  band7  whom  he  hat 
made Jirong  for  bimfetf \  and  the  man  bis  follow  ^  {PfoL 
lxM*  17*  and  Zecb>  xiii*  7*)  was  juft  ready  to  appear 
after  me,  as  his  forerunner;  a  man  every  way  fupc.ior 
in  excellence,  dignity  and  authority,  to  myfelf,  and  in- 
deed  God  as  well  as  man.  and  therefore  infinite)  v  to  bo 
preferred  to  me;  for  he  had  a  divine  and  eternal  evid¬ 
ence  before  I  bad  a  being* 

31  And,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  in  all  the  former  part 
of  my  life  and  mini  (try,  1  had  no  manner  of  perfonal 
acquaintance  or  co rrefpon dene e  with  him,  to  bias  me 
in  his  favour,  or  to  give  me  the  leaft  opportunity  of 
concerting  any  meafures  with  him,  about  going  before 
him,  to  give  teftimony  concerning  him:  Bur,  accor¬ 
ding  to,  my  com  mi  Hi  on  from  above,  I  at  firft  only  de¬ 
clared  (as  ye  all  know)  that  .the  Mefliah  would  quiet¬ 
ly  appear  among  you;  and  the  reafonof  my  baptizing 
with  water  into  the  faith  of  him  was,  to  awaken  your 
expectation  of  it,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  more 
particular  andexprefs  difeovery  of  him  afterwards  to  his 
people  Jfraeif  that  they  might  then  take  fpecial  notice 
of  him,  and  might  own  and  believe  in  him. 

32  And  the  way  in  which  I  myfelf  came  to  know 

this 

T  £• 

iq  Jiiw  tke  tkiptjfi'%  ouififliy,  tfboi  lit  ddrl^ 
red  that  alifeht  the  Jblvffihn  cf  Ctd  j 

and  when  the  Jfanwo  Ibldier*  and  pbhlieand 
Came  to  be  baptized  of  him,  tf.  nf 

rj,  14.)  And  here  hticcms  to  Jpeak  ofthtf 
L&mb  of  Cod,  as  taking  away  the  fin  of  the 
world,  in  opposition  to  tltc  typied  hmhj 
thut  were  ofT-^d  in  the  ffczjd  of  the  'Tc  ~ 


31  And  John 
tue  record,  fry¬ 
ing 

N  O 

*  The  terms  world %  All  nu*jrt  and  the  like, 
when  ufed  to  denote  the  per  fo  ns  concerned 
i  11  the  laving  benehu  of  CnriiVs  death,  moft 
generally  fignily  in  the  writings  of  the  New 
Tdlawcm,  and  particularly  of  oor  Evange- 
)ili,  nuc  every  individinJ  of  mankind,  hot  aO 
nations,  ibcLniWeof  Geniilcsyas  well  as  J 
ffce  the  tintn  on  ver.  7.  and  chap*  iiL  \S. 

A  vf-y  Arly  inftmaVjn  of  ’shkhwas  *fytn 


3  a 


vj6 

in^  1  bw  the 
Spirit  driccnriTrej*' 
from  humi  like 
a  duv{t  and  u  a- 

botlc  upon  him. 

33  And  l  knew 
him  no: :  Bui  he 
that  font  me  to 
baptize  with  wa¬ 
ter,  the  £une  bid 
udio  me,  Upon 
whom  them  (halt 
fee  the  Spirit  4e* 
ftrnHing»  and  re* 
mafaiug  on  him, 
the  lame  it  he 
which  Inptfeeth 
with  the  Holy 
Gboft. 

34  And  1  fawt 
and  hare  record 
that  thit  u  the 
tfou  of  God* 


jf  Again,  the 
next  day  after, 
John  flood,  and 

twn  of  bis  dUci- 
pleir 

3d  And',  look¬ 
ing  upon  jdof  ar 
he  walked,  he 
ikith.  Behold  th£ 
Lamb  of  God. 


77  Aid  the  two 
fi&iplci  heard 
B*m  fpeak,  and 
they  followed  Je- 
fcc. 

38  Then'Jefus 
turned,  aud  bw 
them  folWmgy 
and  biih  unto 
Ckc bj>  Whatieek 

yc? 


The  Evafigefjft  John  parapbraj f/d,  Ch.  I* 

this  very  perfon  to  be  the  Meflhdr,  was  by  the  heaven'# 
opening  in  my  fight,  -and  the  Spirit  of  God  defending 
in  a  vifible  appearance,  and  hovering  over  Jefos,  after 
the  manner  or  a  dove,  till  it  relied  upon  his  head.  (See 
the  note  on  Mattb.  fii.  16.) 

33  Before  this  time,  I  again  infill  upon  it,  that  I  had 
no  manner  of  pcrfonal  knowledge  of  him:  But  the 
fame  God  who  commiflioncd  me  to  baptize  with  wa* 
ter,  revealed  to  me  like  with,  wben  Jefus  waa  coming  to 
my  baptifm,  that  I  fliould  prefemly  know  the  true  Mef* 
fiahbyaeeitain  miraculous  token,  faying.  On  whom- 
foeverye  flnll- fee  the  Spirit  vifiUy  defending  and  red¬ 
ing  upon  his  head,  he,  and  no  other,  is  mine  anointed, 
who  {hall  baptize  his  difciples  with  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

34  Accordingly,  I  plainly  law  the  Spirit  defeending 
and  lighting  in  that  wifible  form  upon  Jefus,  and,  at 
the  lame  time,  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  which  gave 
a  Hill  further  teftimony  to  him,  faying,  (Mattb,  iii.  17.) 
This  it  mj  beloved  Son ,  in  whom  lam  uxtf pltafed :  And 
being  hereby  fully  fatisfied,  that  the  extraordinary  fig- 
nal  before  given  was  then  cxa£tly  anfwered,  I  imme¬ 
diately  did,  and  could  not  but  declare,  that  this  very 
perfon,  who  now  appears  among  you,  is  indeed  the 
eternal  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Mefliah ;  and  thence¬ 
forward  I  have,  on  all  oceafions,  folcmiily  repeated  that 
teftimony  concerning  him. 

35  On  the  day  immediately  after  this,  John  was  a- 
gain  teaching  and  baptizing  the  people  \  and  two  of  bis 
difciples,  who-  were  not  only  hearer*  but  believers  of 
his  doftrine,  were  with  him  : 

36  And,  Jefns  pa  fling  by  in  their  Gght  a  fecood  time, 
John,  defignmg  particularly  to  make  him  known  to 
thole  two  difciples,  fixed  hu  eyes  upon  him,  and  laid  to 
them,  in  the  hearing  of  all  the  company,  Obfenre, 
there  the  perfon  now  appears  again  :  See,  there  he  walks  f 
look  by  faith  to  him',  who,  as  I  yefterdaf  told  you,  is  or¬ 
dained  and  font  of  God  to  be  the  only  true  propitiatory 
Sacrifice,  as  a  fpodefa  Lamb  of  his  own  providing,  that  ye 
might  believe,  aud  receive  renuffionof  fins  thro'  him. 

37  And,  upon  hearing  John  repeat  thefe  words,  the- 
two  difciples  looking  were  enlightned,  and  their  hearts 
were  touched  -and  moved  to  go  afrer  J.efus,  that  they 
might  be  particularly  acquainted  with  him. 

3  ft  Then  he,  who  obferves  and  encourages  the  firft' 
motions  of  the  foul  toward  himfelf,  turned  about}  and 
feeing  them'  come  after  him,  began  a  free  and  friendly 
conversion  with  them,  faying,  What  is  the  defign  of 
your  thus  following  me  ?  What  is  your  petition  ?  Come, 


Ch.L 


Tie  Evangefiji  John  paraphrafbi. 


ye?  They  fitd 
note  hlXD«  RaKbi, 
(which  ii  u>  fiy, 
bang  Interpre¬ 
ted  »  Mailer ,) 
when  dwcUcu 
thou? 


3f  He  filth  no¬ 
te  them.  Gome 
it  lid  fie-  They 
cam*  tod  fit* 
when  he  dwelt, 
tod  abode  with 
him  that  day:  for 
lx  wu  about  the 
tenth  hour. 


40  One  of  (he 
two  which  heard 
John  fpc*br  tod 
fallowed  bin,  wet 

Andrew,  Simon 
Peter’*  brother. 

41  Hefirftfod" 

eth  hi*  own  bro¬ 
ther  Simon,  and 
i'i it h  Hiuo  him, 

We 


tell  me  what  ye  want,  and  it  fhall  be  done  unto  you* 
They  replied  with  great  efteem  and  veneration*  *  Rab¬ 
bi,  by  what  we  have  heard  from  John  the  BaptiJIf  we 
look  upon  you  to  be  a  great  matter  in  lfraely  and  beg 
leave  to  wait  upon  you  at  home*  or  (*  j  wherever 
you  lodge  or  ftay  any  time,  that  we  may  be  further  ac¬ 
quainted  with  you*  add  fully  iaftrufied  in  the  things 
that  belong  to  our  peace* 

39  Thereupon  Jefus,  to  ftiew  bis  wiiiingneTs  to  re¬ 
ceive  all  that  come  to  him,  affectionately  invited  them 
to  go  along  with  him,  that*  according  to  their  ddfire* 
they  might  have  bis  company  and  counsel,  might  know 
whereto  have  recourfe  to  him*  and  might  fee  by  the 
meannefs  of  bis  habitation,  that  no  great  things  for 
this  world  were  to  be  expeded  from  him  :  And  they*  en* 
couraged  by  bis  grace*  went  and  faw  his  place  of  abode* 
and  were  fo  taken  with  him*  that  they  thought  it  good 
for  them  to  be  there }  and  they  tarried  with  him  all  the 
remainder  of  that  day*  it  being  then*  according  to  the 
Roman  way  of  reckoning*  about  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning  t* 

4>  Now  one  of  the  two  difctpJes  of  John*  who  was 
induced  in  this  maimer  to  follow  Jefus,  by  what  they 
bad  heard  their  matter  fay  concerning  him,  was  Andreio* 
the  brother  of  Simn9  who  was  afterwards  firnamtd 
Peter 

41  Andrew's  heart  being  much  affe&ed  with  the 
convincing  and  engaging  difcovcrics  that  be  had  re¬ 
ceived  in  bis  converfes  with  Jefus,  immediately  went 
in  fearch  of  bis  friends  and  relations,  that  he  might 
bring  them  into  an  acquaintance  with  Chrift:  And  fit  ft 
of  all  meeting  with  his  brother  Simon  **,  he  told  him* 
with  great  earneltnels  and  eettaev,  That  he  and  another 

of 


NOTES. 

v  title  of  high  refpefi,  by  which  But  the  farmer  account  appear*  rooft  pro- 

M  was  ufuaJ  to  compliment  the  doftort  or  table  to  me,  a*  mow  agreeable  lot  hi*  Evingf- 
t;»chcrt  of  iliftfc  day* ;  ajfd  theft  diftiplet  of  lift1*  way  of  reckoning  the  hour  in  other  pU- 
timing  Chrift  under  this  appellation,  CCS.  See  tha  note  on  Mar*  xr-  a  j* 
was  at  once  an  honourable  way  of  addtdSug  $  And  the  other  probably  uas  J<dw  Mm- 
him,  and  an  intimation 4>f  tlwir  defiretobe  ftif,4hc  writer  of  this  gof|>ek  who  uAialiy 
uu^Tit  by  him.  conceals  his  own  This  diiclpk  and 

■f  It  frema  chat  this  Evaagdift!  writing  Andrew  were  called  before  Peter ;  and  jf«- 
flfier  l he  dcftru&uu  of  JcrpJhlcmi commonly  drew  wai  the  mean*  of  hrinffiup.  Peter  to 
«fcs  ihc  Roiuam  computation  of  the  bourf  of  Chrift,  in  Head  of  }\  ter\  bringing  him- 
the  ddy,  a*  hew,  end  to  ih*p.  i*-,  4,  s»-  and  **  Or  this  firft  finding  of  Peter  may  relate, 
mx.  14.  and  fo  the  tenth  hour  is  ten  o'clock  either  to  Audreir't  Ending  Mm  before  rite 
in  the  morning;  But  others  think,  with  Dr.  oilier  difrtplc  had  m a  with  Mm;  or  before 
Ughtfaty  that  ne  follows  the  Jewifi  compu*  dm  other  difciplc  had  found  any  of  his  own 
lit  ion,  and  £>  make  the  tenth  hnor  to  he  four  friend*  to  bring  them  to  Jctiia :  For  as  faon 
<HCiock  in  the  afternoon ;  and  the  doctor  fnp-  n  the  grace  of  <Wl  reached  theft  dikijiles' 
pofrt  that  theft  di/cipks  abode  with  Chr:ft  beans,  they  were  ddiraus  that  it  might  fpread 
,dl  that  night,  and  that  the  next  day  was  the  Jn  the  heart*  of  jjH  thriv  fi-ltuds  too. 
iibbrth,  which  tLcy  fp^ni  a  Uh  him. 


Clni. 


The  EvangeUJl  John  ■  parafhtafei. 


.We  hare  f'Hiti'l 
»beMt'iCjsfwhieh 
Is  hc'wjr  inter¬ 
preted  jthu  CJirift* 


4*  And  he 

brought  him  to 
ji'iu*.  AikI  vlim 
Jefus  beheld  h  ;w 
he  Grid,  Thou  art 

Simon  the  foci  of 

Jonah  MhonHialt 
tf  called  Ccplw, 
which  is,  by  in* 
terp  relation  ,  a 
ftanc. 


4?  The  day 
folio  whig,  Jrtfij 
irnitUl  gp  forth 
into  Galt  Ice,  and 
findetli  Philip, 
0«d  faith  unco 
hip,  follow  me. 


44  Now  fhllip 
of  flerhiirids 
ihc  city  of  An* 
diew  and  Peter* 


of  John**  difciples  had  been  directed  by  their  matter  t o* 
had  been  in  company  with*  and  were  fully  fatisfied  that 
they  had  at  length  found  the  great  and  promised  Redeem- 
er  of  Ifratlt  who*  in  the  Hebrew  language*  was  (tiled 
the  Mefliah,  which  is  of  the  fame  Ggruficatton  with  the 
Greek  word*  the  Chrift*  or  the  anointed  *, 

42  And  Jndrrwf  having  recommended  the  Saviour 
in  the  heft  manner  he  could  to  his.  brother  Sim$nt  con¬ 
duced  him  to  Jelus;  who*  taking  particular  notice  of 
him*  (hewed  that  he  thoroughly  knew  him,  though  a 
ftrangcr,  laying*  Your  present  name,  which  fignifies  a 
hearer  or  learner*  is  Simm3  and  you  are  the  fon  of  Jo¬ 
nah  :  But  hereafter  you  (hall  be  more  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Cephas  in  the  Syriac^  or  of  Peter  in 
the  Greek  tongue*  which  Ggnifiesf  a  rock  or  (lone; 
and  fo  will  better  exprefa  your  religious  temper  and  be* 
hnviour*  as  a  firm  believer  in  me,  a  ftedfaft  maintain* 
er  of  my  gofpel,  and  a  patient  fufferer  for  it* 

43  Our  Lord*  having  now  be^un  to  make  difciples 
to  himfelf*  was  fo  intent  upon  this  work,  that  the  very 
next  day  be  went  into  the  province  of  Galilee^  to  fearch 
and  find  out  his  (beep:  And  there*  meeting  with  Pbu 
fipt  he  firft  began  with  him*  and,  in  bis  preventing 
mercy,  (aid  to  him*  Come  along  with  me*  yield  your- 
felf  up  to  my  authority  and  grace,  counfel  and  con¬ 
duit*  and  follow  my  example  ;  and  his  words  were  at* 
tended  with  fuch  divine  tight  and  power*  as  made  an 
efTeitual  impreffion  upon  Philip  heart ;  fo  that  be  was 
immediately  brought  over  to  thrift,  and  became  one 
of  his  difciples* 

44  Now  this  Philip  lived  at  Seth/aiJa  5,  which  was 
funs  ted  on  the  eaft  of  the  lake  of  Gennefareth ,  and  was 
a  very  wicked  place*  {Matth*  xi,  21.) ;  and  y«  even 
here  God  had  fome  chofen  veflcls*  Andrew  and  Peter 
being  tike  wife  inhabitants  of  this  city*  and  called  from 
thence* 


n  o 

v  As  the  3M:en!  prophets,  p Hefts,  and 
kings  were  anointed  to  ihcirrefprftive  offices, 
this  title,  bcinjj  by  «iy  of  eminence  applied 
to  our  Imt dt  intimates  that  they  were  types 
of  him,  and  that  GodJi is  Father  anointcrihim 
with  his  Spirit  above  medurefor  chcdrftbarge 
of  all  thofc  nlncc^ 

+  ft  15  obfimbic  that  this  Evat»"eHft  gives 
ns  the  interpretation  of  ih c  aiid  Sy¬ 

riac  woiils  in  the  Grrd,  more  frequently 
l^n  any  uftbc  other  cvan^lifti ;  the  rtajon 
nf  which  lc^«is  to  be,  that  he  wrote  after  tlif 
dcttrirfhou  of  the  yewi/a  nation,  and  after 
r,u  ty  of  eJm  GtustUs  w«c  uikd,  when  (lie 


E  $. 

Greek  ms  mare  commonly  nfed,  and  thole 
other  languages  were  Ufs  knuwn  Lhau  they 
bad  been  before* 

(  Btchurt  in  his  Ge&jr .  Setr*  fp&ks  of 
Rribfai'te*  as  Unifying  a  houfe  of  lifitlng. 

I'r  lightfat  in  hi*  harmony  fays  w  us*  a 
place  of  hunting,  becaufe  it  flood  in  or  near 
the  tribe  of  NaJtbaftj  which  abounded  »ilh 
deer:  And  :hts  which  was  at  fhit  but  a  little 
town  or  vilLge,  was  afterwards  changed  by 
phi  ftp  tht  Tftrarchr  into  the  Ible  of  a  city, 
which  he  called  In  honour  of  Gepn** 

daughter* 


Ch*  L 


The  EvMgtB/l  Jork  paraphrased. 


41  Pbdlqv  find* 

ctb  Nathanael, 

and  faith  natty 

hmf  We  hrr 
found  him  of 
whom  Moftt  in 
the  law,  and  the 
prophets,  did 
wriie^  jeius  oJ 
N^iicih,  the  Jus 

uf  JoUcph, 


46  And  N  '* 

ihaiiocl  faid  Qitto 
him,  Can  there 
any  good  thing 
corns  out  of  Na¬ 
zareth?  Philip 
faith  unto  him. 
Come  and  fee. 


47  JeftiS  fiw 

h'sihsnu)  com* 
in;*  to  him*  and 
faith  of  him,  He* 
hold  an  Ifradite 
indeed,  in  whom 
U  no  guilt. 


45  Philip  having  been  folly  convinced  that  Jefus  was 
indeed  the  Chrift,  as  the  other  difciples  had  been  be* 
fore,  he  likewife  prefently  went  to  feek  out  feme  of 
bis  friends,  to  whom  he  might  communicate  the  glad 
tidings}  and,  meeting  with  Nathanael^  (aid  in  a  tran- 
fport  of  joy  to  him,  1  with  foroe  others  have  at  laft  cer¬ 
tainly  found  out  the  perfon,  haring  been  firft  found  of 
him,  whom  we  have  earneftiy  longed  to  fee,  even  the 
true  Mcffiafi,  whom  *  the  books  of  Mofest  and  the  left 
of  the  prophets  deferibed  by  thofc  very  characters 
which  we  find  in  him  !  It  is  f  jefus  of  Nazareth)  the 
fon  of  Jofeph * 

46  Nathanael  fuppofed  Philip  to  mean,  that  Jefus 
was  born  at  Nazareth  \  and  knowing  from  feripturo 

prophecy  that  the  Me  IE  ah  was  to  come  forth  from 
Bethlehem t  (Af/V*  v-  2*}  and  bring  under  the  power  of 
a  common  prejudice  againft  Nazarethy  (fee  the  note 
on  chap*  vih  52.)  he  cbjedted  to  this  account,  faying. 
How  is  it  pofiible,,  that  any  confirfer;:ble  prophet,  and 
efpecially  the  great  and  only  Saviour  of  Ifracl ,  Ihould 
come  out  of  fuch  a  mean,  defpicabk,  and  wicked  town 
a *  Nazareth?  Philip  being  iguatant  of  the  true  flat* 
of  the  cafe,  and  not  knowing  how  to  folve  this  tliflkruU 
ty,  replied.  Come  along  with  me,  and  talk  with  him 
yourfclf,  as  1  have  done,  *  and  he  will  certainly  an  Twer 
this,  and  every  other  objection,  that  you  can  mile  a* 
gain  ft  him  :  Whereupon  Nathanaely  being  defirous  to 
know  the  truth,  fo  far  laid  afide  his  prejudices,  as  to  go 
and  con*  eric  with  Jefus  himfeif. 

47  And  when  Jefus  faw  Nathanael  approaching,  he 
fooke  of  him  to  the  company  with  high  commendation, 
faying,  Obferve,  and  admire  the  man  who  is  now  co¬ 
ming  to  me  ;  he  is  a  true  fon  of  honeft  Jacoby  plain- 
hear  red  like  him,  an  inheritor  of  his  fpirit,  as  well  as 
a  defeendant  from  him  hy  birth  ;  he  is,  what  an  ffrae- 
life  fhculd  be},  a  man  without  prevailing  or  allowed 
hypocrify  in  his  dealings  with  God,  or  with  his  fellow- 

creatures*  48  Na- 

NOTES. 


*  Tt  is  probable  ihaf  our  X/>rd  hirufidf  had 
referred  Pbiiip  to  the  predictions  of  tbe  Jaw 
and  the  prophet,  concerning  h  untidy  and 
bad  explained  them  in  hi,  dJfoourfc  with 
him. 

f  Though  Betbidhem  the  place  of 
Chrift’,  biitn,  and  not  where  he 

Afterwards  dwelt ;  and  though  be  was  only 
thc  fuppofed  fua  of  Jtftpb  ;  yet,  it  he  was 
commonly  called  Jdns  of  Nazareth  tbe  Jon 
of  Jiff  phi  fbi&p  dclcrlbcdhim  by  (In'  name* 
and  rbls  oceafioned  N&ljikttr*  prejudice  *- 
gsiuft  htm. 


5  Our  Lord  here  ftems  to  refer  to  JVef&ti- 
xatf 5  private  retirement  for  neii^Sou*  cxeivi* 
fes,  (fcr^S*)  *hcrr  no  liumaitcyc  Giw  him, 
and  to  b\p  wiJtmgneft  to  come  to  hira  and 
judge  for  bimtdr,  iiotwithftaudtug  the  imf- 
taken  prejudices  he  had  conceived 
him ;  for  Chrift  knew  all  that  had  fuflul 
twccit  Phirtpmd  him.  He  likcwiic  teem,  to 
refer  to  s  known  character  among 

hi,  neighbours ;  odierwile  tht,  good  man's 
rnodefty  and  humility  would  hardly  have  Al¬ 
lowed  bun  to  alk,  ho*  Jc.iis  knew  him  un¬ 
der  tliat  character. 


Tie  EvangeBfl  John  p&r&pbrafbt.  Chi. 


4B  Nathaniel 

f»lih  .wito  Lint, 
\Yhmee  hncweft 
thou  me  ?  Jcfos 
inferred  md  £ikl 
link)  him,  before 
that  Philip  called 
thoc,  when  thou 
wail  undorthe  fig- 
tfep,  1  £iw  tlicc 


4P  Nathaniel 
£n*Wcfc(i  ami  fiid 
ppCrtoim,  Rtbbi, 

thou  art  the  Son 
tjf  Cod;  thou  ift 
the  king  of  IfiracL 


jo  Jcf«*  aq- 
frered  and  ftid 
nmohimTtie^iuie 
l  Istd  nnro  thee  l 
Jnwthce  under  the 

fig-tiwp  believeft 
tboo  ?  thou  fhjlt 
Jet  greater  ihtflgf 
than  tLefc* 


48  Nathanae/y  being  within  hearing,  wad  much 
furprized  at  this  high  encomium,  and  Aid  to  our  Lord, 
How  is  it  poflible  for  you,  who  are  a  perfect  Itranger 
to  roe,  and,  1  fuppofe,  never  Once  faw  me  before,  to 
know  who  or  what  lam?  How  can  you  tel  1  my  chi- 
rafter,  and  what  I  am  in  heart  and  truth  ?  alas !  I  fear 
I  do  not  deferve  the  praife  you  have  given  me*  Jtfttq 
replied.  How  much  foever  you  may  wonder  at  this,  and 
how  low  thoughts  foever  you  have  of  yourfelf,  I  have 
thoroughly  known  you  long  before  we  had  any  perfooal 
interview  1  and  to  fatisfy  you  of  this,  I  will  tell  you  of 
vfhat  none  but  God  and  yourfelf  were  privy  to,  which 
is,  that  before  Philip  met  you,  aud  a&ed  you  to  come 
to  me,  I  observed.  you,  and  faw  the  in  molt  temper  aud 
thoughts  of  your  heart,  at  a  certain  remarkable  feafon, 
(you  know  when)  while  you  retired  to  a  private  place 
under  a  fig-tree,  and  there  was  employed  in  religion* 
tiercifes 

49  Nathanael  being  fully  convinced  of  CHrilVs  di¬ 
vine  knowledge,  as  the  fcarcher  of  the  heart,  by  this 
evident  and  auefting  in  fiance  of  ir,  anfwered  with  pro¬ 
found  humility  and  reverence.  Worthy  art  thou  of  the 
title  of  Habbi,  in  the  higheft  fenfe  poffible ;  my  preju¬ 
dices  againft  thee  are  ail  overcome  *f  and,  by  what  thou 
haft  now  told  me,  I  am  thoroughly  Satisfied,  that  thou 
art  more  than  a  mere  man  :  I  verily  believe  thpe  ro  be 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  promifed  Mefliah,  Who  Jbatl 
fit  on  tbs  throw  of  Davids  and  reign  over  the  houfe  of 
Jacob  for  every  (Luke  i-  32, 33.) }  as  ftich  a  receive  thee, 

and  trull  in  thee  for  all  ialvation. 

■ 

50  To  this  noble  confdfion  of  his  faith*  Jefns  re¬ 
plied  yith  an  air  of  approbation  and  wonder,  Haft 
thou  fo  high  and  ftedfall  a  faith  in  me,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  and  the  $aviour  of  ifraely  becanfe  I  told  you 
what  I  knew  and  obferred  of  you- in  one  inftance  only, 
relating  to  your  fccret  retirement  under  the  fig-tree  ? 
Great  is  yoor  faith :  And,  for  your  further  encourage¬ 
ment,  yon  Jhall  have  ftill  much  more  extraordinary 
and  n during  proofs  of  my  knowledge  and  power  to  con¬ 
firm  it* 


NOT 

*  Our  Lord  here  ftem$  to  remind  him  of 
fame  foiemn  fccret  tTm&Abns,  that  paged 
between  Cod  and  him*  when  he  was  under 
*  fijj-trse*  in  which  jVviwBjfT*  own  heart 

confcinqs  of  its  ^nj»  moft  finenr*y  en< 
U 11  referred Jy  drreted  to  him  ;  and  To  the  re- 

*  tYilinjf  him  of  ihi*  was  aa  evidence  of 
Clift's  o  nmfcicnoe,  and  of  his  own  inte- 

And  iti*  highly  probable  tbgt  /i^t 


46  And 

E  S- 

ridfof/ was  then  reading  or  meditating  upon, 
am]  considering  the  meaning  of  dream, 
(Gt*+  xxvui*  1**)  wMi  our  Lord  rtcites 
and  explains  as  referring  to  himfelf,  {vtr. 
51-)  and  thereby  iatisfied  Neibanatfi  tpqph- 
fits  *kout  rrt  and  gave  him  aa  undeniable 

proof  of  his  knowing  what  vur  tbtip  ike 

partinaUr  thoughts  of  his  heart. 


Cb.!. 

ji  And  fau 
faith  nolo  him. 
Verily  retfljl  fry 
unto  you,  hm- 
after  you  flwU  fee 
^eaveti  open,  and 
iheaAfdtafGod 
aicenduig  and  de- 
faxdtag  upomht 
£od  of 


jlr  Evangetifl  JbHN  paraphrased.  i6f 

51  And  thereupon  he  laid  to  him  *»  I,  the  Amen* 
who  am  Truth  iifejf,  certainly  afliire  all  of  you,  my 
difeiplcs,  that  in  a  little  time  ye  Hull  fee  the  accom- 
pliftmeiu  of  Jacob’*  vifion  in  me.  A*  he  beheld  the 
angels  of  God  af, tending  and  defeendtng  on  a  ladder  Jet 
upon  the  earthy  the  top  tf  which  reached  to  heaven, 
(Gen.  xxviii.  i*,) ;  6>  while  I,  the  mediator  between 
God  and  man,  am  in  my  human  nature  on  earth,  my 
Godhead  reaches  to  heaven ;  and  ye  (hall  fee  fuch  ma> 
oifeftations  of  my  glory,  in  the  great  and  wonderful 
miracles  I  (hall  work,  in  the  divine  wifdom  and  know* 
ledge  I  fhall  difplay,  and  in  the  friendly  intercourse  T 
ft  all  fet  on  foot  between  God  and  men,  that  all  things 
in  heaven  and  earth  fhall  as  evidently  appear  to  be  un¬ 
der  my  command,  as  if  ye  faw  the  angels  of  God  per¬ 
petually  coining  and  going  from  heaven  to  me,  and 
from  roe  to  heaven,  to  carry  on  a  correfpondcnce  be¬ 
tween  my  Father  above,  and  me  the f  Son  of  man 
here  below ;  and  aa  if  they  were  vifibly  bringing  mef* 
fagts  to  me,  and  executing  orders  according  to  my 
will;  And  dime  time  hence §,  ye  fhall  really  fee  the 
angels,  in  a  literal  fenfe,  attending  to  pay  their  ho¬ 
nours  to  me.  de¬ 

notes. 


*  It  U  obfrrvab!?  that  our  1 
rfungps  the  number,  from  the  lingular  to 
the  pi  uni}  (uyti  bt/tis  Auft  apm  y*~/i*  g- 
/ur|  which  Quwf  (fat  this  vat  ftiil  to  all  the 

«  well  is  to  N*tba*a tL  Vtt'dy%  or 
Amt*)  was  oner  tried  by  any  under  rise  Old 
Teflamcnt,  but  in  the  form  of  a  wiih ;  and 
In  that  manner  the  Jrnrjt  and  afterwards 
Chrifthn*  often  tried  it,  and  Ibmetimev  doub¬ 
led  it  at  the  clofe  of  their  prayers.  BiU  our 
blcflcd  Lord  toatiamly  ufed  it  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  ItDuace,  and  in  the  form  of  a  tu¬ 
ition  aflmrarjon,  to  intimate  that  he  is  the 
Ament  (Ini,  iii,  14,)  and  /£#  Gad  of 
V&  TiSK  (I/a.  fav.  itf„)  and  that  there¬ 
fore  his  own  authority  wtt  liriEricnt  to  cop* 
fra  what*  he  friri;  and  it  is  peculiar  to  this 
Evasgelift  to  represent  Chritf ,  as  doubling 
the  aifeverition,  though  he  bimfelf  prota- 
bly  nfed  it  lingly,  But  the  pea  Ton  of  the  a- 
poftle  Jsia’s  repeating  it*  in  this  manner, 
anight  be  to  expreft  the  double  frnfc  drat  is 
included  in  our  Lord’s  ufe  of  tj)£  tingle  words 
the  true  meaning  of  wh!cb,  as  proceeding 
from  bit  mouthy  i*,  that  He  vho  U  Truth  it- 
irif,  (peaks  the  troth;  aud  lb  the  double 
t/irm  of  e^ttfiion  bring  belt  adapJcd  to  keep 
this  Evaogelifl1!  great  point  hi  riew,  rtb- 
ring  to  Lbc  divinity  of  Chrill,  he  rondantty 
xepre/enu-  ii  in  that  form.  And  J  have  ac¬ 
cordingly,  for  the  moll  part*  Jccpt  up  Its 
meaning  through  the  |unphiric;  though 
perils,  its  fays  J)r.  Zi*hfi*tt  St* 


1  write  for  the  life  or  iheHri/ni^i,  might 
write  the  word  in  the  Hfbrti*  letters,  wtwre- 
In  Chrift  ufed  it,  and  ia  the  fame  letter* 
lrhorcis  the  Grtvh  ofed  it. 

t  Though  /fathtsnaii  owned  onr  Lord  to 
be  the  ion  of  GW;  yet  be  called  hioifdf  the 
Son  of  wji,  to  fbew  bit  own  great  bumUrty, 
and  to  check  his  difri  pies'  expe&aifon  of  tem¬ 
poral  grandeor  in  his  kingdom,  as  alTo  to 
let  ns  Enow  that  he  was  the  pro  mi  fed  Mef* 
fuh*  foretold  under  that  title,  ( PfaL  J&xx* 
it*  end  Jlan.  ath  15.)  who  was  to  he  as 
truly  man  as  God,  and  that  it  was  mod  fui- 
tablc  to  his  ft  ate  or  humiliation,  to  call  him- 
frff  by  his  ioweft  name.  Accordingly,  be 
qfoally  fpoke  of  htftifclf  in  this  ftile,  as  the 
Son  of  man,  though  others  did  not  ufr  It 
concerning  him.  His  enemies  did  not,  that 
they  might  not  fetm  to  own  him  under  this 
known  Aarrikr  of  die  Mtffiah  j  and  bis 
difriii  lei  did  not,  left  they  QvonJd  Icem  to 
fpcak  coo  little  of  him,  who  su  fo  glorious 
fa  himfrlf,  and  in  their  eyes. 

(  This  the  difeiplcs  few  at  the  aieenftoa 
of  our  Ijord ;  hm  as  the  word  c«f7t|  ren¬ 
dered  hmqfur%  property  fignifks  bt  net  forth ¥ 
which  intimates  that  rhisdiicovery  of  Chrift1® 
glory  was  juft  then  commencing ;  and  as  the 
ungds,  that  attended  him  at  Iwf  attention  a- 
bout  three  years  afterwards,  are  no  where 
feid  to  afeend  and  defer nd  upon  him,  I  ra¬ 
ther  prefer  the  metaphorical  fenfe  of  this  paf- 
fegc,  which*  fruen  the  very  time  of  his 

fticakfag 


Cb.t» 


th  The  Eveagilift  John  paratiraftdi 

m 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

How  foletKB  ma!  magnificent  and  awful  b  the  account  here  given  of 

oarbkScd  Lord,  as  Gut  co-eternal  withtbe  Father,  a  diftinft  and  jet  infepa- 
nbk  perfoo  from  him,  and  as  iatimately  prefent  to  him,  a$  thought  is  to  mind; 
as  the  Creator  cf  fit  things  without  reftriftion  or  limitation,  the  proper  fountain 
of  fife  and  honour,  and  the  true  fight,  who  was  in  the  world  to  Tltohntc,  up¬ 
hold,  and  gown  it,  wr  Knee  it  was  created  by  him  ;  and  as  the  objeft  of  faith, 
the  divine  author  of  evangelical  truth,  whole  own,  VtrUy  IJaj  unto  jou*  de¬ 
mands  curftii hand obedience,  and  who  is  the dilcerofr  of  jtfte  thoughts,  and 
the  ruler  of  the  heart !  How  adorable  is  the  conftftutioit  of  his  incarnate  peribn, 
as  the  eternal  Word  made  fldb*  the  Soo  of  God  and  the  Son  of  mao  I  And  what 
dignity  and  honour  ifocs  his  divinity  put  upon  hts  condefcesifion,  who  taberna¬ 
cled  in  flrfli  amwg  men,  full  of  grace  and  truth ;  and  died  a  facrifice  to  take  a- 
way  their  fins!  Behold  this  Lamb  of  God;  look  to  him  and  be  fared ;  look  and 
love,  and  follow  him*  And  O  how  fiwuld  we  exalt  him,  and  abafe  ourk1v«bc- 
fore  him,  aathfaikg  it  honour  enough  to  be  employed  m  the  meanefi  fervicts 
for  him  !  How  evtdr#iiy  dirixie  were  the  tefttmonies  given  to  this  wonderful  per- 
fiem  !  To  htnj  prr  all  the  prophets  witnefe,  and  the  eternal  Father  hivnfelf  difco 
verai  him  to  J&&Kt  and  tturaculoufly  owned  him  From  heaven,  by  an  exprefr 
notification  aed  infallible  iignal  at  his  baptiftn ;  and,  to  prevent  all  pofiible  coL 
^lufioomJW^stcftijnooyjt  be wifilotn  of  providence  ordered  that  he  bimfrlf  footed 
not  pcrfooaflf  know  Jcfua,  till  he  came  to  be  openly  marufdt ed  to  IfracL  How 
excellent  is  a  gofpcf -frjniftry,  which  leads  us  not  to  man,  but  to  Chrift,  as  God- 
man  Mediator,  the  great  prophet  of  the  church,  and  the  only  propitiation  for 
fin,  that  all  who  believe  in  brm  might  receive  of  his  fuEnefe,  grace  for  grace, 
and  as  the  author  of  alt  the  efficacy  of  gofpcl- ordinances  by  the  baptifm  of  the 
Spirit!  And  yet  abs,  how  many  remain  m  darknefs,  in  the  midft  of  noon-day 
light ;  and  how  many  of  his  own  profeffing  people  rejeft  him  and  the  gofpe) ! 
But,  Urficd  be  God,  there  are  tome  that  receive  him  with  a  true  and  faring 
faith,  by  an  aifinit  and  approbation  of  the  mind,  and  by  a  full  content  of  the 
will :  And  O  how  great  is  their  happinefs !  They  are  made  partakers  of  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  priv'le^re  cf  forts  of  God  by  adoption,  and  of  a  divine  nature  by  regene¬ 
ration,  as  tfc  gifts  amt  effects  of  fovereign  gr^ce,  which  begins  with  us  before 
we  begin  with  Limit.  We  are  indeed  brought  to  know*  and  believe  in  him  by 
the  miuiftry  of  his  fctvants;  But,  it  is  a  divine  power,  going  forth  with  his  won], 
-that  fwoctly  overcomes  the  find,  and  makes  it  wilting  to  follow  him ;  and  he  will 
ever  encourage  early  and  tameft  inquiries  after  him ;  Whatsoever  objections  or 
prejudices  they  might  before  have  in  their  hearts  again  ft  him,  how  trill  a  true 
acquaintance  with  him  effechtally  cure  2nd  anfwer  them  all  !  The  foul  that  finds 
Chrift,  finds  enough  in  him  to  determine  it  to  abide  with  him;  yea,  they  that, 
relying  on  bis  teftfrneny,  believe  m  him,  fhall  fee  JUli  greater  things,  for  h  is  glo¬ 
ry,  and  their  own  con  Million  and  eft  a  bli  foment*  And  O  how  happy  is  it  to  hare 
bis  approbation  of  os,  as  //radius  indeed,  in  whom  there  ta  no  prevailing  deceit, 
or  allowed  guile  l  And  what  a  grateful  and  generous  turn  does  the  grace  of  God 
give  to  the  temper  of  a  man's  heart  !  He  wants  to  have  Chrift  exalted  in  every 
foul,  and  fain  would  have  all  his  acquaintance,  friends,  and  relations,  as  well  as 
himfetf,  bfoqgfat  to  a  faring  knowledge  of  him,  and  ini  mil  in  him*  And  how 
fceurvly  may  wf  depend  upon  the  infinite  merit  of  his  blood,  commit  our  all  to 
Min,  and  Junrnder  up  onrfdves  entirely  to  his  authority,  guidance,  and  grace, 
as  God  numfefteri  in  the  fielh,  and  as  able  to  lave  to  the  u;moft,  all  that  come 
unto  God  the  Father  by  him  J 

NOTE, 

fptakiog  thefe  words,  immediately  began  to  be  fulfilled  in  bis  miracles  and  preaching^ 
vrith  ioatafin*  light  and  efficacy. 


cb.n. 
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C  H  A  P.  JL 

Chrift  turns  water  into  wine. ai^nta  of  G alike t  j,— n.  Goes  to  Gt* 
pernaupii  I2>  Goes  from  thence  to  keep  the  paffover  at  Jerufalem , 
where  be  cafts  the  traders  out  of  the  temple ,  vindicates  what  be  bad 
di A#,  and  declines  trujiing  bknfelf  with  pretended  difeiplest  13, — 25, 


Text, 

A  Nd  the  third 
day  there  wj* 
a  murugdn  Ca¬ 
ul  of  Gafikc:  md 
the  mother  of  je- 
iuf  was  there. 

a  And  both 
Jefus  was  called, 
and  his  difeipta, 
to  the  marriage. 


3  And,  when 
they  wjntdvinc, 
the  mother  of  Jo 
f  it  iakh  ’  unto 
him.  They  Jim 
ro  uinCi 


4  Jefus  ftitk 
ontoher.  Woman , 
vha:  Itive  t  to  do 
with  thee  I  mine 

Itour 


Pa&sfhrase, 

■THREE  days  after  Chrift’s  coming  into  Galilee ,  and 

'  beginning  to  gather  difciples  there,  a  wedding  was 
celebrated  at  a  village  called  Cana,  in  that  country,  at 
which  Marj  the  mother  of  Jefus  was  prefent  *.  ‘ 

2  Our  Lord  likewife,  being  at  that  time  in  the 
neighbourhood,  with  the ‘few  di  Copies  he  had  called, 
was  invited,  as  they  alto  were  for  his  fake,  to  the  mar¬ 
riage-entertainment  j  and- that  he  might  not  refufe  the 
common  offices  of  civility  and  friendfhip,  nor  flip  fo 
feafonable  an  opportunity  of  putting  an  honour  upon* 
marriage,  as  the  ordinance  of  God,  he  accepted  of  the 
invitation  for  himfelf  and  them. 

•w 

3  When  by  this  increafe  of  company  there  was  not 
wine  enough  for  all  the  gaefUj  the  mother  of  our 
Lord,  being  concerned  at  a  di  (appointment  of  that  na¬ 
ture,  on  fuch  a  joyful  occafion,  told  him  privately  that 
the  wine  provided  far  the  entertainment  was  juft  spent ; 
intimating  that  it  would  be  kind  in  him  to  fupply  the 
prefent  ncceffity,  which  file  apprehended  he  could  cafi- 
iy  do,  and  which,  he  having  juft  begun  ro  appear  in 
his  public  cbara&er,  (lie  hoped  he  would  do  j-. 

4  jefus  replied,  Though  I  am  willing  to  pay  all  be¬ 
coming  filial  duty  to  you,  and  to  do  good  on  all  proper 
occafidns  to  others;  yet,  what  obligation  am  I  under  to 
regard  this  motion,  for  exerciGng  my  divine  power, 
which  1  have  not,  as  your  ton,  but  as  the  Son  of  God  $  ? 
You  are  not  to  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  my  kingdom ; 
nor  are  you  to  fuppofe  that  1  mud  obey  you,  as  my  mo¬ 
ther,  more  than  any  other  woman,  in  performing  mi¬ 
raculous  works ;  Bendes,  the  time  **  for  the  public  ma« 

nifefiation 


NOTES. 


*  It  is  probatifcthat  this  was  a  mauiaj^of 
f  xnt  n*ar  relation  of  becuufe  the  is  not 

fpoken  of  as  an  invkcd  gwft,  as  ChrUt  Hm- 
fiif  and  his  tli  Triples  were ;  and  beta  life  the 
concerned  herfclf  (b  much  tboot  a  recruit  of 

wine  for  the 

f  As  Jbe  cogIiI  nnt  he  a  pcrfeO  II  raof  cr 
M  the  greatneffr  of  hi*  power,  of  wtant  liic 
M  bextd  fuch  nujrntficcitt  things  fjiokcfl  by 
iitipcls  and  infpircd  men  ;  fo  it  is  not  impro* 
IrTde  hut  that,  tlurin*  hi*  privJtc  bad 

nv.r-indouJly  rclt^vrc!  the  waots*  rirht_T  of  his 


car?  was  taken  to  prevent  its  being  known 

abroad* 

$  What  a  reproof  is  this  to  the  idolatry  of 
the  papifh,  to  praying  to  the  Virgin  Mary  to 
to  in  mind  her  ton  t 

**  I  take  this  intimation  to  rotate,  ratber  to 
the  rime  of  \\U  openly  manifcfttng  his  glory 
{tartly  after  at  (vrr*  13,  Ac.) 

than,  as  feme  Jbppofc*  10  the  time  of  turning 
the  waicr  inlowiw,  as  Toon  u  the  other  wine 
ISimiM  W.  fpcat,  Interval  being  fo 
\cr\  tiiia'i. 

r  r 
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nife  Ration  of  my  glory,  is  not  yet  fully  come,  whstfo- 
J  noiT  do  more  privarely,  in  tbe  mean-while,  a- 
mong  my  1  g^ve  this  matter  therefore  entirely 

to  me* 


f  Hie  taotfacr 
filth  flnio  Ac  fitr- 
V*nti,Wlirt&e*cr 
he  filth  ttotoyoo, 
da  if. 


And  there 
vat  (ettbotfix 
Mlcr^'pou  of 

ftooe,  after  the 
manner  of  the 
parifying  of  ihr 
Jew*,  oontwoiag 
two  or  three  fir¬ 
kins  epiccc* 

r 

T  Jcfac  filth 
umo  i  he  in,  Fill 
tbe  water  -  pou 
vilh  water.  And 
they  filled  them 
op  to  the  brim. 

9  Andhcfiith 
unto  then,  Draw 
out  new,  and 
bar  onto  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  toe 
feaft. ,  And  they 
bare  it* 

9  When  the 
ruler  of  the  feaft 
had  tafled  the  wa¬ 
ter  that  was  made 
wine,  and  knew 
not  whence  k 
was,  (bat  the  fer¬ 
vent*  which  drew 

the  water  knew,) 
the  governor  of 
the  fcaft  called  lbe 

bridegroom  * 


5  Hereupon  Mary,  his  mother,  filently  fubmltred 
to  the  reproof ;  but,  though  he  feemed  to  M  angry,  (he 
hoped  to  his  power  and  goodneb,  and  defired  the  fer- 
nnu  in- waiting  to  obey  any  orders  that  he  might 
give,  without  deputing  or  objecting  agalnft  them. 

6  Now  as  the  Jtwr  were  wont  to  hare  veJTels  in 
their  boufes  to  keep  water,  which  they  daily  ufed,  and 
efpecially  at  tbeir  public  entertainments,  for  wafliing 
hands  and  cops,  and  for  various  ceremonial  purificati¬ 
ons,  fome  of  divine  and  others  of  human  inditotion, 
there  were  in  this  houfe  fix  large  jars,  or  dfterns  of 
ftone,  each  of  which  contained  two  or  three  large  mear 
Cures  *. 

7  Jefus  therefore,  to  clear  his  defigned  miracle  from 
all  fufpicions  of  fraud,  fpoke  to  the  waiters  the rofe Ives 
to  fill  the  fix  (lone  jars  with  common  water:  And  they, 
remembering  Marfs  advice,  readily  complied  with 
bis  directions,  filling  them  up  to  the  very  brim. 

8  And  when  they  had  done  this,  our  blcfied  Lord, 
as  the  bvercign  God  of  nature,,  who  could  work  his 
miracles  how,  when,  and  wherever  he  plcafied,  hy  a 
mere  aft  of  his  will,  ordered  the  fervants  to  draw  out 
of  the  veflels,  and  carry  fi>me  of  the  liquor  to  tbe  prr- 
fon  f  who  had  the  management  of  the  fcaft,  that  he 
might  tafte  of  its  and  they  did  fo, 

p  But  though  the  fcrvaot s>  ivho  at  Cbrift’s  command 
put  to  water  and  £  drew  out.  wine,  faw  the  wonderful 
change  which  was  made,  in  th at  it  was  no  longer  wa¬ 
ter  but  wine $  yet  tbe  manager  of  the  featt  knew  no* 
thing  of  tbe  matter,  nor  whence  tbe  fervants  had  it : 
And  when,  upon  tatting*  he  found  it^to  be  more  plea* 
fjnt  and  generou*  wine  thgm  they  had'drank  before,  he 
called  out  to  tbe  bridegroom  \ 

io  Aod* 


H  o  T  £  & 

*  What  ikfe  {pur^tr*)  Erkins  is  was  dnnk  at  lint  time ;  bat  that  a  confider* 

very  uncertain  to  us,  who  know  fo  little  of  able  quantity  was  left  fur  ihe  ufe  of  the  fa- 
theai'cicnt  Jevifi  measures:  But  *U  agree  milyt  and  for  an  abiding  proof  of  the  mradk, 
that  the  water- pot**  which  held  two  Of  three  which  had  been  wrought  in  this  fiiperiurtuttit 
of  tlicm,  mud  be  of  a  pretty  Urge  fue.  change  upon  the  water  :  Or  perhaps,  as  the 

t  The  governor  of  i  he  fcatk  was  tithe*  the  widow’s  pot  of  oil  iocreafed  in  the  pouring  of 
chief  guett,  who  fit  it  the  upper  end  of  the  it  out,  (a  Kixft  Ev.  4,— -d.)  fo  this  water  was 
table,  or  one  vhofe  office,  like  the  turned  into  wine  in  the  drawing  it  out  of  the 

orcijnf  among  the  Grab,  was  to  take  care  that  vcfiel*;  and  Chrift  ordering  them  ail  to  bo 
tin-re  were  neither  any  want,  nor  any  irregu~  filled,  might  be  only  to  intimate  that,  whit- 
laritici  or  expefc  Set  }Jgbtf+  Harm.  Jbever  quantity  of  wine  there  Should  he  oc- 

%  If  Jefus  turned  all  this  water  into  wine,  cation  for,  be  could  eifdy  fupply  the 
ifM  uot  to  be  fVippofid  did  the  whole  of  it  without  reft  fudi. 


ctuir. 
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IO  And  fifth 
unto  him,  Every 
jt&m  at  the  begin* 
ring  dock  fit 

forth  gwd  «uti 
tad  #Ufhcn  not 
have  veil  dnrak, 

then  that  which  is 


JJOOd 

tow* 


wine  until 


10  And,  returning  the  t banks  of  the  company^to 
him,  he  &id,  The  ufual  cuftom  at-fcafUis  to  begin  with 
the  richeft  wine,  while  the  palate  is  nice,  and  can 
relifli  it  with  the  greateft  plcafure  and  advantage  f  and 
afterwards^  irhen  the  goeils  have  drank  enough  to  paU 
their  appetitesi  and  raife  their  Ipiriu,  a  poorer  fort  of 

wotfe;  ht  tboa  wine  is  generally  fee  before  them,  which  will  eafiergo 
h»ft  *4*  the  dovn>  gn<|  jcfs  imoiicating  :  But  you,  Sir,  though 

our  wine  has  all  along  been  very  good,  luve,  by  an  un¬ 
common  generality,  furnUhed  us  now  at  laft  with  foroe, 
which  is  every  way  better  than  any  that  we  have  drank 
before  *« 

1 1  This  miracle,  at  the  wedding  in  Cana  of  Galilee* 
was  the  fir  ft  that  Jefns  performed,  after  his  entrance  on 
his  public  miniltry ;  and  by  this  he  gave  a  clear  proof 
to  the  whole  company  of  his  divine  power,  which  now 
began  to  break  forth,  as  a  pledge  and  eirneft  of  what 
would  be  more  tlluftrioully  difpUycd  afterwards ;  And 
the  difciples,  whom  he  before  had  called,  and  who 
were  pfefent  at  this  matiifeftation  of  his  glory  f,  were 
hereby  confirmed  in  their  faith  in  him  as  the  true  Mef* 
fiafn 

11  After  this,  our  Lord  went  to  Capernaum*  which 
lay  about  a  day's  journey  eaftward  from  Cana>  and  was 
the  place;  vbere,  after1!  few  months,  (fee  the  note  on 
chap*  iv.  I*)  he  had  his  moft  ufual  refidcnce,  {Matth. 
iv*  13*)',  and  bitber  his  mother,  and  his  other  relations, 
(fee  the  note  gn  JHattb.  xii.  46.}  together  with  big 
four  or  five  difaples,  which  he  had  before  called  in  Ga¬ 
lilee*  went  along  with  him,  to  obferve  wbat  further  cfif~ 
coveries  he  would  make  of  bis  power  and  glory  ^  But 

their 

NOTES. 

'  diifeicut  cafe  from  the  -gather  with  hit  Father's  glory,  is  his  grtat 

tad  deputy  in  ear  nature:  He  was  their  proper 


ti  Tbit  be* 
ginning  of  ni- 

txlcs  did  Telus 

iu  Cana  of  Qdi> 
1^,  and  rosnrfeft- 
ed  forth  his  glo¬ 
ry;  %nd  hu  dlf- 
cipki  bettered  oa 
him* 


iir  After  this 
he  wem  down  to 
Cipematfm,  he, 
and  hU  mother, 
and  hi*  brethren, 

and  hitdi  id  p*«: 

and 


judge*  frv  and  tailed 
ger  the  water  continued 


pretended  tranfUbftanttarton  or  bread 
wine  into  the  body  and  blood 
the  molt  competent  jw 
that,  after  this  charge, 
no  longer  what  it  was  before,  but  was  really 
and  evidently  wine.  '  Whereas,  alter  the  Pe- 
fijb  conftcration,  every  capable  judge  fees  and 
t  after  that  the  elements  continue  to  be  wbat 
they  were  before,  not  fldh  and  blood,  but 
bread  jrtd  sine* 

f  Thu  could  not  be  frid  of  the  miracle* 
wrought  by  any  of  the  prophets  and  apo* 
ftles :  They  did  not  therein  roan  :feft  their 
o^n  glory ;  for  it  ww  uot  by  ibtif  own  paw* 
er  or  hoftnefs  that  they  did  than  ;  they  only 
man  Lulled  (he  glory  of  that  God,  whole 
ikjwct  alone  wrought  thole  vundafot  woHu, 
itui  Chrift,  in  the  performance  of  hi*  mlra* 
cits,  mujifedri  his  o*‘D  glory  as  Ood,  to* 


-p  _  ■■  ■ 

cradeot  caulc,  by  virtue  that  went  out  from 
him ;  and  he  mail  ufuJIy  wrought  them  in 
a  fbverelgn,  god  Etc  manner,  with  an  air  of 
Independant  power  and  divine  Majcfty,  by  % 
thought  as  well  as  by  a  word,  according  to 
hi*  pjealurc,  juft  in  fuch  a  manner  as  the 
eternal  Father  bimfdf  might  be  fufprfk-d  to 
3&,  had  he  been  incarnate;  and  all  this  was 
a  nnnirdhtkut  or  difplay  of  CbiiH's  02a 
divine  glory,  as  the  fohwft  of  tire  Godhead 
thereby  appeared  to  dwell  in  him* 

fi  His  relations  themfehra*  feemed  to  be 
aflefled  at  the  light  of  hit  futt  miracle,  how¬ 
ever  afterwards,  fomcof  them  atleafl,  (fh^t 
viL  j.)  flighted  hid  wonderful  works,  when 
the  frequency  of  them  look  oLr  i!<dr  fiir- 
pne$  ai  them- 
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and  they  coiidnB* 

cd  that  not  ©a- 
nj  day*, 

-  tj  And  th* 
Jevifullbrerval 
it  hand*  andje- 
fbv  went  u|>  to 


Jcrafiki 


14.  And  found 
In  the  temple 
tfaofc  thffl  ibid 
oxen,  and  (beep, 
and  dotes,  and 
the  changers  of 
money*  fining: 


1$  And,  when 
he  had  made  a 

fcouTge  of  fmill 
cords,  he  droTc 
them  all  out  of 
the  temple,  and 
the  niccp,  and 
the  often  ;  and 
poured  out  the 
dungers  money, 
and  overthrew 
the  Lahks ; 

id  And  faid 
unto  them  that 
fold  doves*  Take 
thefc  things 
hence;  make  not 
my  Father's 

hoirfe  an  houfc  of 
mtrchajuJifc 


vf  Add  his 

dlTcipUs  remem¬ 
bered 


their  continuance  together  there  at  this  time,  was  only 
for  a  few  days. 

13  And  the  reafon  of  this  was,  becatife  the  firfl  paf- 
fover  after  Chrift’s  baptifm  drew  near ;  and,  being 
made  under  the  iaw,  he,  in  obedience  to  its  appcAnf* 
mem  for  all  the  males  of  IjraeU  repaired  to  JerufaUm 
as  ufual,  that  he  might  celebrate  the  approaching  fefti- 
val  there. 

44  When  he  came  thither,  he,  having  entered  on 
his  public  office,  went  dire&Iy  to  the  remple,  to  en-* 
gage  in  prayer  and  preaching;  and  as  be  patted  through 
the  court  of  the  Gentiles  t  be  found  the  people  had 
turned  that  boly  place  into  a  market,  ftored  with 
oxen,  flieep,  and  doves,  and  the  like,  which  were  ex¬ 
po  fed  to  tale  there  for  Sacrifices :  He  likewife  found 

fcveral  (tails  of  perfons,  who  traded  in  bills  of  exchange 
aud  in  ftirnilhing  thofe  with  half-Qiekels,  that  were  to 
offer  them  for  ihcfervicc  of  thefancluary.  [Exod.  xxx. 

12,— 16.) 

15  And  as  this  was  a  profanation  of  the  temple,  00 
cafioned  by  the  avarice  of  the  priefts,  who  had  their 
{hare  of  rents  and  fees  for  the  people's  Handing  there, 
our  Lord,  making  a'  *  whip  of  fmall  Cords,  drove  a- 
way  the  oxen  and  fheep ;  and  at  the  fame  time  turned 
out  all  the  traders  with  them,  aud  threw  the  flails  of 
the  bankers,  with  the  money  upon  them,  down  to  the 
ground. 

1 6  And  that  he  tnigh^not  fet  the  doves  a  flying,  to 
the  lots  and  injury  of  their  owners,  he  ordered  them  to 
remove  their  goods  from  thence,  faying,  I  can  by  no 
means  allow  that  the  temple,-  which,  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  my  heavenly  Father,  is  peculiarly  dedicated 
to  his  fer  vice,  and  10  the  honour  of 'his  name,  (hould 
be  turned  inro  a  place  of  common  traffick,  to  the  di¬ 
ll  urbance  of  thofe  wbo  come  to  worlhip  here,  and  to 
the  proflitucion  of  this  facred  honfe  to  covetous  and 
worldly  views.  And  his  divine  power  imprefled  the 
f pints  of  all  the  traders  with  fitch  an  awe  of  bis  ma*> 
jetty  and  authority,  that  they  fubmitted  to  his  com¬ 
mands,  though  be  had  no  human  aid  ro  enforce  them. 

1 7  And  his  dllciples  obferving  with  what  undaunted 
courage,  and  fervent  zeal  of  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
purity  of  divine  in  flit  u  cions,  be  expofed  himtlf  to  the 


N,  o 

*  -Chrifl  prtbabty  found  thefe  conUiff  the 
temple  |  which  might  be  fiich  u  had  been 
Sled  by  the  owner*  of  the  cattle,  cither  to 
drive  w  lyd  litem  thither:  And  w  it  w;i* 


T  E. 


not  lawful  to  briuei  flsfTinto  the  temple,  he 
tried  a  feoBrge,  which  ftemed  to  have  been  in 

the  emblematical,  mber  iluu  io  the  forcible 
way. 


Ch/IL 

% 

bend  lh«t  it  *u 
written,  Tbe  seal 
irf  cbioe  houft 
hath  eaten 
up. 


73*  Ewa&lift 


287 


18  Tbco  an¬ 
swered  the  Jcvt, 
*nd  bid  uot.o 
him,  Wh*I  Sign 
ihcwril  thou  tUKO 
ui*  feeing  (kit 
thou  deft  thtb 
thjxifi  J 


19  Jdns  an- 
fwered  and  laid 
unto  them,  Dc- 

dtfljr  this  tEiipte, 

iid  in  three  days 
1  will  rai£c  it  ’tip* 


10  Then  &?d 
ihc  Jrwst  Forty 

aiki 


h 

rage  of  bis  moft  powerful  enemies,  called  to  mind  (fail 
prophetic  paiTage,  relating  to  the  Meffiab,  {PfiU.  lxix. 
9.)  where  it  is  (aid,  The  zeal  of  thine  bosfe  has  eaten u*r 
up  v  and,  feeing  this  lb  remarkably  fulfilled  in  Jefos, 
they  were  confirmed  in  their  belief  that  he  copld  be  no 
other  than  the  true  Mefliah. 

18  The  common  people  of  the  Jews  being  hereby 
difturbed  in  their  profitable  trade,  and  their  chief  pricAs 
and  rulers  being  highly  difpkafed,  both  at  tbe  lot  of  their 
own  gains,  and  at  this  open  attack  upon  the  prerogative, 
who  pretended  to  bare  tbe  only  right  of  ordering  all 
things  about  the  temple  and  its  Cervices,  joined  toge~ 
tber  in  objeding  againft  the  lawfulnefa  of  his  taking  u- 
pon  himfelf  to  do,  what  they  could  nor  deny  but  was* 
lawful,  and  commendable  in  itfelf  to  be  done ;  and 
therefore  they  expoAulated  with  him,  fayiug.  By  wbat 
authority  have  you  done  this?  If  you  pretend  to  an  im- 
mediate  com  million  from  God  for  it,  where  are  your 
credentials?  By  what  miraculous  works  do  you  prose  it, 
that  we  may  believe  it  ? 

19  Our  Lord  Jefus  having  juft  before  given  a  very 
furpriling  proof  of  his  divine  power,  by  the  awful  and 
irrefifUble  influence  he  had  exerted  upon  all  tbeir  minds} 
and  knowing  that  their  defign  in  this  demand  was  to 
.cavil,  rather  than  to  receive  conviflion,  did  not  fee  fir 
to  gratify  their  perverfe  humour  by  working  a  miracle 
at  that  very  inAant,  but  referred  them  to  one  in  figu¬ 
rative  terms,  which  ere  long  would  be  the  greateft  of 
all  others,  laying,  Dejlroy  *  this  temple ,  and  in  three 
days  J  will  r&ife  it  up :  By  which  he  meant,  that,  as 
they  had  profaned  that  facred  place,  and  he  had  by  his 
own  power  deanled  it  from  their  defilements ;  fo  they 
would  wickedly  deftroy  his  human  body,  of  which  tbe 
temple  was  a  type >  and  then,  by  a  ftill  more  eminent 
a&  of  his  own  divine  power,  he  would,  in  the  fpacc  of 
three  days  afterward,  certainly  raife  it  up  again  from 
the  dead,  and  thereby  undeniably  demon ftrate  himfelf 
ro  be  the  Son  of  God.  (Ami.  i.  4.) 

20  Then  thefe  rulers  and  people  of  the  Jewii  taking 
it  for  granted  chat  he  fpoke  literally  of  the  temple  at  Je- 
ru/altm,  cried  out,  in  a  way  of  indignation,  contempt, 
and  fcorti,  This  ftrong  and  magnificent  edifice,  though 
many  ihoufands  of  hands  were  employed  in  the  work 

con- 

T  E 

lud  eilher  then,  or  afifrwr^,  fbme  notion 
of  whai  he  meant,  tWi^h  to  tervea  turn  tln*y 
put  Another  conftrniiwii  tir-ao  i;,  the 


N  O 

*  *T1*  more  than  probable  that,  tc  fpcai- 
any  theft  words,  he  pointed  to  bis  own  body, 
hr  jrjve  fitmc  other  intimation  by  which  i 
dhicrver  might  difeern  his  referring 
to  it ;  h  fifths  J: -*i  tbcuftlvts 


The  Evangel#  JohS  porapHraftJ.'  Ch.  U 


and  G*  jean  to 
this  ton  pic  in 
bunding,  and  wits 
thou  tear  it  op  in 
three  days? 


%i  Bmhcfpakc 
of  the  tmpk  of 
hU  body, 


%t  Whert  there* 
fore  he  wu  rifea 
from  the  dead, 
hit  dUciples  it* 
mem  bred  that  He 
had  Aid  this  unto 

them ;  and  they 

bettered  the  ferip- 
nirc,  and  the 
'word  which  Jcfiis 
hid  £ud. 

a  j  Now,  when 
he  wit  in  Jerofa- 
Icm  at  the  paflb- 
*«VDtbcfcaft4»i 
Auny  liditvd  fn 
his  name,  when 
f  her  daw  the  rai- 
rades ’'which  he 

did. 


14  But  Jefus 

did  not  commit 

hunfelf  unto 

■ 

them,  brant  he 
faKv  ill  men  i 


po 


continually,  was  no  lefs  than  *  forty-fix  years  in  build¬ 
ing  }  and  what !  if  it  were  now  to  be  demolHhcd,  do 
you  pretend  that  you  atone  could  ered  it  again,  in  fo 
ry  fliort  a  time  as  three  days?  This  is  absolutely  un- 
iuble,  and  a  ridiculous  conceit  indeed. 

21  But  though,  if  he  pleafed,  he  could  eaiily  have 
done  what  they  took  to  he  fo  very  abfurd ;  yet  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  be  fpake  only  of  the  death  and  refurredlion  of 
his  body,  which  was  the  true  temple  of  God,  prefigu¬ 
red  by  that  at  Jerufalem^  as  be  was  holy  to  the  Lord 
as  the  true  Shechinah,  even  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God-' 
bead  dwelt  fuhitantially  in  him,  and  as  he  is  the  grand 
appointed  medium  of  all  communion  between  God  and 
his  people,  and  all  the  acceptance  of  gofpet-worlhip  de¬ 
pends  on  its  relation  to  him  \ 

22  This  therefore  being  his  real  meaning  in  that  re¬ 
markable  exprrflion,  the  Spirit  of  God,  after  his  refur- 
re&ton,  brought  it  to  the  remembrance  of  his  difei- 
ples  in  its  true  light  \  and  they  refleded  upon  it,  as  a 
prediction  of  what  was  then  clearly  accomplifhed,  and 
were  ahundantly  confirmed  in  their  faith  in  him  there¬ 
by,  and  by  coni  paring  the  Old  T  eft  ament- prophecies  of 
the  Mefliah’s  death  and  rcftirrefikion  with  thefe  and  o- 
ther  words  in  which  Chrrft  himfelf  had  foretold  them. 

23  Now  whilft  our  blefied  Lord  tarried  at  Jefufa!emt 
daily  preaching  and  working  miracles,  {wt*****)  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  time  of  the  pafchal  fcaft,  many  of  his 
hearers,  when  they  came  to  fee  how  his  excellent  doc¬ 
trine  was  witnefled  to  by  his  wonderful  deeds,  could 
not  but  own  that  he  was  at  leaft  fome  great  prophet  Cent 
from  God ;  they  aflenting  to  bis  doQrine  as  true,  and 
to  his  miracles  as  divine. 

24  But  as  thefe  were  only  temporary^  or  at  beft  weak 
and  unfettkd  believers,  who  profefied  their  faith  in 
Chrift,  under  the  power  ofafudden  furprizeat  his  migh¬ 
ty  works,  he  was  too  wife  and  cautious  to  truft  bis  per- 
fon  in  their  hands,  or  to  converts  too  freely  and  familiarly 
witbthcfti}  bccaufe  be  was  pcrfcdly  acquainted  with  the 
very  heart  of  every  mm,  and  fio  forefaw  that  few,  H  any 
of  thefe  upftait  difeiples  could  be  depended  upon;  hot 

that 


NOTE. 


*  Grat  (uins  have  ten  taken  by  (tv«ral 
feinted  men,  10  ftiew  that  the  Hide  Ipent  in 
tmiMIng  Zerokebtfs  temple,  wa*  jufl  forty-fiu 
years  (  and  that  the  fame  number  of  years 
had  run  out  in  rebuilding  it,  from  the  time 
that  Htrpd  began  the  work,  to  the  time  vrbed 
thefe  word*  were  Ypoken,  the  temple,  or  at 
kill  it*  obi- buildings,  not  being  then  quite 
fuu&cd  t  Jftu  wfctutf  it  were  exactly  6  tr 


not,  it  no  wtjf  ededi  the  credit  of  the  (acred 
fciftory,  which  only  give$  a  tree  relation  of 
the  fewfe  of  the  Jit»s  about  tl»U  matter ;  and 
it  fetmr  that  it  was  then  forty  years,  from 
the  time  when  Herod  began  to  build  it :  Ac-< 
carding! y  they  roemioned  U  to  fiiggeff  ihc 

ab  Tardily  of  Cfuift’a  pretending  that,  if  ft 

were  again  deftroyed,  be  could  build  il  sp 
again  in  three  days. 


Ch.  ii. 


ay  And  need¬ 
ed  not  that  uiy 
fbotild  ttftify  of 
nan ;  for  he 

kiLcw  whit  vat 
in  muu 


that  feme  of  them  would  be  turbulent  and  mutinous  in 
attempting  to  fet  him  up  for  a  temporal  king,  that  others 
would  be  fo  difeou  raged  and  offended  at  his  (offerings 
and  reproaches^  as  to  defert  him,  and  that  others  would 
betray  him  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies. 

15  And  his  divine  knowledge  of  all  men’s  make  and 
frame;  of  their  prefem  and  future  principles  and  de* 
£gns»  temper  and  difpofitions,  motives  and  a&tons, 
was  fo  entirely  immediate  and  intuitive,  that  he  had 
no  occafion  for  any  information  about  them  from  any 
one  wbomfoever;  or  for  (laying  till  they  appeared  to 
external  behaviour,  to  direct  his  judgment  about  them: 
For  he  infallibly  knew  of  himfelr  before* hand,  the 
Gncerity  or  hypocrify,  the  weaknefs  or  wickednefs, 
the  courage  or  cowardice,  and  all  the  moft  ferret  thoughts 
and  turns  that  ever  were,  or  would  he,  in  the  heart  of 

every  man  j  fo  that  there  was  no  impofing  upon  him* 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  happy  weddings  are  they  that  are  graced  with  (Thrift's  prefence !  and 
how  innocently  may  friends  fealt  together,  when  they  manage  with  a  due  regu¬ 
lation  under  his  eye  1  In  all  our  wants  he  is  able  to  give  us  the  teft  fupptic*  ;  but 
we  ton  ft  not  go  about  to  preterite  to  him  in  our  expectation  from  him,  Irft  he 
fry  to  us.  What  have  l  to  do  with  you  ?  *fV  way  to  receive  any  favour  from 
him  is,  to  follow  his  dimfrions  and  commands,  who  will,  in  due  time.  fh?w  us 
his  glory ;  and  the  more  we  fee  of  this,  the  more  firmly  will  our  faith  be  efta- 
bljfhed  in  him,  and  the  more  we  fhall  want  to  be  with  him.  And  O  what  fo- 
Icmn  and  exalted  thoughts  Oioukl  we  have  of  him,  whofe  miraculous  works 
were  nunifeftatiaiM  of  his  own  glory,  who  vindicates  the  honour,  and  maintains 
the  purity  of  divine  inftitutions,  without  injuring  civil  property,  who  knows  all 
that  is  in  man,  and  can  over-awe  the  fpirks  of  his  mo  ft  fturdy  enemies,  and 
who.  bad  all  the  fullnefs  of  tbe  Godhead  dwelling  in  bis  human  body,  as  m  its 
temple,  and  by  his  own  power  railed  it  from  the  dead  l  What  an  undoubted 
confirmation  ball  this  of  his  divine  chara&er  and  do&rine!  and  yet  how  per- 
verfe  is  unbelief  in  its  oppotitioQ  to  him  l  and  how  foon  is  a  carnal  heart  offend¬ 
ed  at  a  reformation  of  worfhip  and  manners  by  hia  tingle  authority  !  But  bow 
JliouJd  a  remembrance  of  the£e  things,  and  a  comparing  them  with  antient' pre¬ 
dictions  concerning  him,  encourage  our  £uth  in  him,  and  engage  our  obedience 
to  him !  and  with  what  godly  jcaloufy  Ihould  we  fee  to  it,  that  we  be  fine  ere  in 
out  profeflkrae  of  his  name,  and  attendances  on  public  worlhip  after  his  exam¬ 
ple*  fince  he,  whofe  eye  is  always  upon  our  hearts,  perftftly  knows  whether  we 
be  fo  or  not,  and  will  treat  us  accordingly  ! 


CIIAP.  III. 

ChrijCt  difeourfe  with  Nieodemus  about  regeneration  and  faith  in  him * 
/elf,  i, — 21.  John  tbe  Baptifl.*J  difeourje  with  tbe  people  concern-' 

ing  fefvh  22,— 36. 

t*it.  Paraphrase. 

•jUtrt  «u  *  xtOW  among  the  many,  who  profdTed  to  believe  in 

Pharifa*  jum«4  ^  Jefns  at  Jeru/alan,  there  was  one  man  of  great 

Kl«o-  note-  and  eminence,  namely  Nicodentuf)  who  was  of 

Yol.  II.  t  T  tl»c 


The  Evangtfift  Johm  parapbrajed.  Chap.  ill. 


NteoftfRQH^  am* 
Ur  of  the  Jcwi  * 


*  The  fame 
Camuo  Jefuiby 
night,  ad  iiid 

hl;o  him,  R'lhhi, 

we  know  itiai 
thoti  art  a  tcjrhcr 
come  from  God : 
for  no  oan  can 

do  theft;  miracles 

Chat  thou  doff, 
except  God  he 
with  him*  ■ 


j  Jefus  uifv«r~ 
ed  and  iaid  unto 
hin,  Verily  reii* 
ly  I  &y  unco 
thee,  Except  u 
man  be  boro  a- 
gain  he  cannot 
ra  the  kingfioio 
tif  GocL 


feitU  unto  Mm, 
How  can  ^  01411 

be 


the  fe&  of  the  Phari/ecs,  the  moft  bigotted,  proud, 
felf-conceited,  and  fuperftitious  of  all  other  lefts  a- 
mong  the  Jew ;  and  was  one  of  their  rulers,  being  a 
member  of  the  (anhedrim,  ( chap *  wii.  50.} 

3  This  man,  whefe  principles,  as  %  Pharifte^  lay  in 
direft  oppofition  to  the  doctrine  of  Cfarift,  and  whofe 
power,  as  a  ruler,  made  him  capable  of  afting  againft 
it,  was  nevertheless  convinced  by  his  miraculous  works, 
that  there  was  Ibrocrbing  extraordinary  in  him:  And 
therefore  beiog  defirous  of  further  fattsfaftion,  and  yet 
afhamed  to  be  feen  in  company  with  him*  and  afraid  of 
the  rclentment  of  his  brethren  of  the  great  council,  in 
cafe  they  fliould  know  it,  he  went  privately  to  Jcfus 
in  the  night,  and  laid  to  him,  Rabhij  (fee  the  note  on 
Mattk .  xxiti.  7.)  It  is  evident  by  the  wonderful  things 
you  have  done,  and  many  of  the  people,  as  well  as  1, 
are  well  (Satisfied,  that  you  are  a  great  prophet  feot  im¬ 
mediately  from  God  to  us  ;  for  without  doubt  the  a* 
making  miracles,  which  you  have  wrought  in  confir¬ 
mation  of  your  d oft rine  are  fuch,  as  it  is  absolutely 
impoflible  tor  any  man  to  perform,  unlefs  he  were  in 
an  extraord  inary  manner  a  (Tilted  and  approved  of  God : 
Be  pleafrd  therefore  to  inform  me  of  the  chief  points 
that  you  are  come  to  teach. 

3  Jefus  replied,  I,  who  am  Truth  irfelf,  allure  you, 
one  of  my  principal  doftiincs  is  this,  that  no  man, 
con  fide  ring  his  prefect  Hate  of  corruption  and  degene¬ 
racy  by  the  fall,  can  truly  under  (land  or  enjoy  the 
bleftings  of  that  kingdom  of  grace  which  I  am  come 
to  fet  up  here,  and  of  the  kingdom  of  glory,  which  it 
leads  the  way  to,  and  will  tflue  in  hereafter,  unlefs  he 
pafs  under  a  new  birth  by  a  fupematural  power  from  a- 
bo vc  * ;  Meaning  thereby,  that  whatfoever  may  be  any 
man’s  moral  attainments,  religious  advantages,  or  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges,  all  will  be  inefle&ual  to  his  parta¬ 
king  of  the  bleflings  of  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter, 
except  his  heart  and  life  be  thoroughly  changed  in  tbeir 
principles,  courfc,  and  ends,  and  he  become  a  new 
man,  by  the  regenerating  operation  of  the  Spirit  of 
God. 

■ 

4  lint  Nicodemuti  taking  Chrift*$  words  in  a  literal 
and  curual  fenfe,  anfwered*  What !  am  I  to  fuppofe, 
that  after  one  has  defc  ended  from  fo  worthy  a  proge¬ 
nitor  ao  Ah-af?smf  and  has  lived  lb  long  as  1  have  in 

the 


HOT  E, 

*  Anuta,  facte  tranflattd  properly  chap,  xtx-  ft*  and  fi>  Cfarift  intimates,  that 

fipiifits  from  aWf  and  b  frequently  uJed  thU  nev  birth  is  wrought  by  ft  faptnuiunt 
m  diaT&a&t  siul  particularly  1 hver.  jiruul  pone  from  bc&vca. 


Ch.  uL 


Ire  horn  when  he 
ii  uld?  can  he 
enter  the  -frrnnJ 
time  into  hit  nun 
thcr'evomb^aEid 
he  burn  ?  t 


j  Jefutatifwer- 
cd,  Verily  verily 
t  fay  unto  thee, 

V.xrept  i  man  he 
bom  of  vanr^nd 

t/rhe  Spirit^  he 

cinr.oi  cater  into 
the  kingdom  of 
God. 


d  That  which 
is  born  of  the 
fcfli  it  Seth* 
that  which  U 
bom  of  the  Spt- 
til  it  fplrit* 


y  Marvel  not 
that  l  faid  unto 
tire,  Ye  moll  be 

born  Dgiio. 


9  Hie  wind 
biowetb 
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the  world,  he  mu  ft  be  conceived  again  in  his  mother's 
womb,  and  be  a  new-born  infant  as  at  firft  ?  This  is 
furprtztftg  dodriue  indeed  1  tt  teems  an  impolfibility, 
even  by  any  power  of  God  himfelf  j  I  can  neither  un¬ 
der  (land  it,  not  imagine  what  could  be  the  advantage 
of  it* 

5  Our  Lord  replied.  It  is  not  a  corporal,  but  a  mo¬ 
ral  and  fpi ritual  birth  that  I  fpeak  of :  and  1,  whole 
words  ire  truth,  folemnly  a  fibre  you,  that  every  man, 
be  he  young  or  old,  mud  be  renewed  in  the  fptrit  of 
his  mind,  and  have  a  new  vital  principle  formed  with* 
in  him,  by  the  powerful  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
which,  like  water,  clean  fes  and  refrefhes  the  foul,  and 
produces  fruits  of  rigbteoufnefs  in  the  life,  and  is  fig- 
nified  by  Jobnfs  baptsim  of  repentance  unto  the  remit- 
lion  of  fins,  and  by  the  wafliing  with  water,  which  is 
to  be  ufed  henceforward,  as  the  initiating  ordinance 
of  God's  covenant:  In  this  fenfe,  I  fay,  every  one 
imift  be  born  again  from  above  $  or  ctfc  he  cannot  be 
capable  of  enjoying  the  fpiritual  and  faring  bldiings  of 
my  kingdom. 

6  Were  it  pcfiible,  according  to  your  grofs  notion 
of  things,  for  a  man  in  a  natural  fenfe  to  be  born  of 
his  mother  again,  this  would  indeed  be  of  no  advan¬ 
tage  to  him  in  his  fpiritual  concerns:  For  as  nothing 
can  rife  higher  than  its  principles  ;  fo  whoever  is  born, 
though  it  were  ever  fo  often,  of  flefldy  parents,  who 
are  themfelves  corrupt,  mult  be  himfelf  corrupt  iliil, 
(/tfi  iiv*  4*  and  xsv.  4*);  and  whatfoever  proceeds 
from  him,  according  to  this  his  depraved  nature,  muJr 
be  depraved  too,  and  £b  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  is  new  formed,  in  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  of  his  foul,  by  the  regenerating 
Spirit,  is  biinfelf  adpimual  man,  pofTdTcd  of  a  principle, 
which  is  fuited  to  the  holy  nature  of  its  author ;  and 
whatfoever  he  does  by  that  principle,  and  according  to 
it,  is  of  a  fpiritual  nature  too,  and  fo  he  is  made  meet 
for  the  holy  duties  and  enjoyments  of  rbe  gofpebftate, 
and  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light* 

7  Do  not  therefore  wonder  that  1  fpoke  of  this  great 
work  of  hear  ^changing  grace  in  fuch  ftrong  terms, 
and  laid  fuch  ftrefs  upon  it,  as  abfolutely  ncccflary  to 
your  own,  or  any  other  perfon’s  being  a  happy  fubj^ft 
of  my  kingdom;  and  do  not  think  it  impotlible  to  be 
thus  born  again* 

8  Though  you  are  not  able  to  conceive  how,  or  iti 
what  manner  it  is  to  be  brought  about,  that  is  no  ob¬ 
jection  again  ft  the  thing  itfelf;  For,  even  in  the  world 

Ti  of 
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hlowcth  where  it 
lifbrtb,  and  thon 
heard!  (he  found 
thereof  but  con  ft 
not  trll  whence  it 
eometh,  and  whi¬ 
ther  it  goclh :  fo 
ia  every  one  that 
is  bom  of  the 
SpTTiL 


9  Htcodemus 
infurtred  and  laid 
unto  him,  How 
c*n  the&  thine* 
he  } 


10  Jefu*  ait- 
fwtred  and  fud 
uko  him  ,  Art 
thon  a  m  after  of 
Ifraet,  and  know- 
eft  not  thefe 
things  > 


of  nature,  there  are  manifeft  efiefts,  the  immediate 
caufc  of  which,  and  the  manner  of  their  prodo£tions» 
you  arc  utterly  ignorant  of ;  and  fo  there  are  in  the 
world  of  grace  ;  as  for  inftance,  the  wind  blows  when, 

and  wherever  the  God  of  nature  orders  it,  without 

confinement  or  controul ;  and  you  feel  its  force  and 
bear  its  found,  by  which  you  are  fully  allured  that 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  Abe  wind  %  though  you  are  not 
able  to  alfign  the  caufes  of  its  blowing  at  one  parti* 
cular  time  more  than  another,  or  from  one  deter* 
min  ate  point  to  its  oppofite,  rather  than  in  another 
courfe ;  and  though  you  cannot  account  for  the  man¬ 
ner  of  its  motion,  how  it  begins  and  ends,  how  it 
proceeds,  or  what  becomes  of  it :  So  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  in  feripture  is  compared  to  the  wind,  {Cant.  iv.  i6>) 
works  like  a  free  agent,  with  wonderful  power  and 
fovereignty,  upon  fome  men’s  hearts  rather  than  upon 
others;  and  they  themfelves  are  evidently  fenfihle  of 

the  thing  by  its  happy  effe&s  upon  them,  by  its  en¬ 
lightening,  quickening,  fandifytng,and  comforting  their 
fouls ;  tbo*  they  are  not  able  to  conceive  by  what  man¬ 
ner  of  fecret  operation  he  produces  thefe  effeSs,  nor  to 
what  glorious  heights  and  iflucs  he  will  carry  them. 

9  Nicodemus  having  been  trained  up  in  the  felf-fuf- 
ficient  notions  of  a  legal  pharifaical  righteoufnefs,  and 
being  ignorant  of  the  corruption  of  his  own  heart,  and 
of  the  powerful  operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  was 
full  of  prejudices,  and  obje&ed  again (l  this  doftrine, 
even  in  its  fpiritual  fenfe,  as  unrcafonable  and  unlike¬ 
ly,  faying,  I  am  ftili  as  much  at  a  lob  as  ever  to  con¬ 
ceive  your  meaning.  How  is  it  pol&ble  that  thefe  things 
can  be  true  ?  For  my  part,  1  can  never  believe  fuch  in- 
comprehenfibte  and  unintelligible  myfteries. 

to  Jefus  replied,  Are  you  not  only,  as  an  Ifraehte, 
daily  converfant  with  the  oracles  of  God  ;  but  are  you 
likewife  one  of  the  great  Rabbits,  whofe  bufinefs  *  it 
is  to  explain  them  to  others ;  and  yet  cannot  you  take 
in  what  1  fay  about  a  new  birth  in  a  moral  and  fpiritual 
fenfe, relating  to  the  thorough  change  which  maftpab  up¬ 
on  the  fou]  ?  what  a  frame  is  this  f  to  one  of  your  cha¬ 
racter  ?  And  how  defective,  trifling,  and  ufelefs  have 


NOTES.  all 

■  Bj-a  mafler  to  Ijret}  U  meant  a  teacher  f  Our  Lord,  lay  feme,  Mprcflcd  bb  ad- 
of  the  Uw  to  either  as  a  public  prtulw  miration,  t  Kit  Should  be  To  igoo* 

if1  or  in  iheir  divinity  nm  of  hi$iQcaain|sbut  the  new  binh,  and 

ftnooU}  nr  a*  a  member  of  the  lanhedrim,  thou  Id  think  it  an u&pollthlc  thing ;  betaufe 
vrho  DEidenook  to  explain  the  )au»,  and  de-  the  Jew*tbemfclvesu(edtGfp«kgf  buptiatd 
t ermine  11s  waning  t  HtcodtitKii  was  one  of  pfowlyttf,  u  new-born  infants*  Btttav  sU 

probably  a  divinity- profef!br  too,  ibtir  notions  about  that  fort  of  new  birth  re- 
*-ho,  like  GataafitJt  uoghi  it  in  their  fdwoU  j  hired  only  to  earernal,  ceremonial,  and  pha- 
all  thefe  were  called  iihkd  piuifkatioiiSj  thole  notions  rather 

hindered. 


Cfa. 
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all  your  knowledge  and  inftra£tion$  been,  while  you 

are  ignorant  of  to  neceflary  and  important  a  truth, 
which  you  might  and  ought  to  have  learnt  from  what 
the  feriptures  fay  of  God's fprinkiing  clean  water,  and  gi¬ 
ving  a  new  heart  and  a  new  f pit  it,  (Ezrk.  xxxvi.2  36.) 
and  of  a  nation's  being  horn  at  once?  (Ifa.  Ixvi.  8.) 
ti  Veiily  eerily  ill,  who  am  the  faithful  and  true  Wirncfs,  folemn- 

Jy  allure  you,  that,  as  to  what  I  fpeajt  from  my  Father, 
know,  and  ai>d  under  the  anointiog  of  his  Spirit,  who  fpeaks  thrfe 
t edify  that  we  things  together  with  and  by  me,  and  that,  according 
brvc  fB?> ;  *nd  to  what  theinfpired  prophets  of  old,  and  my  forerun- 

ye  receive  DOC  rt  .  ,  *  H  *  _  *  -  .  ■  ,  *  *  f 

uirwicn et  ntz  John  the  Baptijt  bav«  laid  before*  we*  certainly 

know  thefe  things  to  be  true*  and  in  various  methods 
beaHwitnefs  to  them  :  And  yet  fucb  blind  nefe  and  pre¬ 
judices  have  fpread  through  your  own  and  others  minds, 
that  neither  you  nor  they  underhand,  believe,  and  em¬ 
brace  our  do&rinti  which  is  fo  infallibly  true,  fo  plain¬ 
ly  delivered,  and  fc  divinely  teftifietL 
tx  |f  x  bwe1  12  If  therefore  I,  with  all  this  concurring  evidence, 
told  you  cart  lily  have  difcourfed  of  the  nature  and  necefliry  of  a  work  of 

^lkvV iJt^hn'w  Erace*  wbich  muft  be  wrought  and  experienced  in  the 
(h Jl  yc  believe  if  fouls  of  men  upon  earth,  iu  order  to  their  falvation; 
1  tell  yoo  of  And  if  I  have  familiarly  illufUated  the  matter  in  lan- 
nnlj  things  ?  guage  token  from  earthly  things,  which  ye  are  daily 

acquainted  with,  fuch  as  a  human  birth,  and  the  wind, 
and  yet  ye  cannot  take  in,  and  give  your  aflent  and  con- 
fent  to  what  I  fay;  how  much  lefs  would  ye  be  able  ro 
underftand  and  give  credit  to  my  tefUmony,  were  I  to 
declare  unto  you  the  (till  more  fublime  myfteries  of  my 
gofptt,  relating  to  the  dignityof  my  perfon  and  offices,  the 
glorious  defign  of  my  incarnation,  obedience,  fu  fieri  ngs, 

death,  and  exaltation,  relating  totbefpiritualnaturtof  my 
kingdom,  and  the  blefledncfe  of  the  world  to  come  ? 
were  I  to  talk  to  you  of  thefe  heavenly  things  in  a  ftile 
fui table  and  proper  to  their  own  nature ;  how  amazing 
and  (tumbling  would  they  be  to  your  ci;  nal  minds  ? 

N  o  T  il  s,  *3  Now 

liindcrtJf  ibu  forvard^  hu {onceptiont  Af  1  Il«rt  ChriH  changes  the  number  from 

that  internal,  fpiritnaf  birth,  which  Chrift  /indftar,  to  v*  andyr,  to  add  the  greater 
fpoke  of ;  and  therefore  it  wn  no  fact  matter  weight  to  his  teflimony,  audio  a^viitc  the 
of  wonder,  that  NicvJtwtut  wu  not  led  by  oobeiicf  of  all  tlm  vcj tft  ir ;  Uy  ttc  vh» 
thefe  notion*  to  underihiid  our  Saviour’s  tefttfy,  feme  have  thought  be  meant  himielf, 
reining,  as  it  was  that  he  fliould  be  fo  m-  together  with  <hc  ancient  prophets  and  Jtfo 
I  indy  ignorant  of  it,  ihoagh  he  Wu  profef-  the  Bafufc  who  preached  die  fame  dottriin*, 
ftdly  an  expounder  of  die  wont  of  Cod,  in  other*  fuppofe  he  meant  ^  bimfdi,  together 
wticb  this  doOrine  was  fo  deariy  mealed,  with  his  Father  and  Spirir,  wh;>  haci  th.cn 
And  this  flwwa  that,  by  being  bom  again,  fpoken  of  in  the  foregoing  wfa,  and  whit 
Jtfinte  himJelf  underftood  onr  Saviour  uftUicd  thete  things  by  him,  and  vogetW 
to  mean  much  more  than  being  baptised  with  with  him.  And  ^  k,  who  leccive  run  onr 
water ;  otherwife  his  notions  of  profelytes  by  wimefi,  might  be  meant  •Yir$4#M,  togabr-r 
baptifm  muft  neceftartly  have  taken  olfall  with  hbbrcrhrtnof  the  great  counct.,  and 
his  amazement  at,  and  obie£UoiS  agamfl,  the  generality  of  the 
thi&dofirinc  of  ilic  new  birth. 


"the  ’EvangtHji  John  parapbrttfed.  Ch.  iri. 


i  j  And  no 

man  bath  afb*mi- 

(J  up  CO  hea¬ 
ven  but  he  that 

tjinc  from 

heaven,  tv rn  ifiC 

Monof  m  an  which 


-  js  in 


T4  And,  as 
Moles  lifted  up 

tilt  l£rp£llt  lit  the 
vildcrncft,  even 
fn  mult  tic  Son 
of  mail  be  lifted 
up; 


13  Now  to  inftancc  fomc  of  thefe,  no  mere  man 
wbatfbever  has  entred,  or  can  enter  into  the  fecrets  of 
God's  heart  in  heaven,  relating  to  the  great  my  Aeries 
of  falvution,  lb  as  immediately  and  perfectly  to  under* 
fluid  them  and  make  them  known  to  others  :  But  this 
privilege  is  peculiar  to  the  Meffiah,  who  is  l'poken  of  un** 
der  the  character  of  the  Son  of  man,  {PfitL  Ixxx*  17* 
and  Dan*  vii.  13.)  and4  always  had  an  exiftence  in 
heaven  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  who  came  from  thence 
into  an  incarnate  ftate,  that  he  might  reveal  God's 
counsels  to  men*  and  even  now*  while  in  his  human 
nature  he  is  on  earth*  ftilt  continues  in  his  +  divine 
nature  to  be  in  heaven. 

14  And  1  further  tell  you,  that,  great  and  divine  as 
the  Mefliah  is  in  himfelf,  he  muft  be  put  to  an  ignomi~ 
nious  death,  in  order  to  Ms  bringing  fa  1  ration  to  linners, 
according  to  an  eminent  type  of  him  under  the  law  : 
For  as  when  the  children  of  Jfraet  were  bitten  by  fiery 
ferpents  in  the  wilderneft,  Mofes  made  a  fifipent  of  bra& 
in  their  likenefs,  though  without  their  venom,  and  fet 
it  on  a  pole  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  camp,  ns  God's  ordi¬ 
nance  for  healing  all  that  were  wounded,  and  fliould 
look  to  it  for  a  cure ;  and  as  they  that  did  fb  were  per- 
fe£Hy  healed,  how  weak  foever  their  fight,  and  how 
great  foever  their  wounds  might  be,  (JVbtni*  xxi.  6t — 9.) 
So  the  Mefliah,  who  appears  in  the  likenefs  of  finfni 
defti,  though  there  really  is  no  fin  in  him*  muft  be  llfr- 


n  o  t 

*  The  &rrV.?tf  feofc  of  the  words,  Ht  a- 
fr&idrd  up  tn  as  Ggnifving  h:&  local 

afcenfrnn  thither,  (<>  be  fully  infirufled  into 
the  mind  uaiI  will  of  God,  before  he  enured 
on  his  public  niiniftry,  is  entirely  nnferip- 
tutd  and  grotmdWs,  there  being  u a  hint  of 
it  id  airyothcr  part  of  the  word  of  God  ;  and 
it  is  as  entirely  ncedlcis,  betaufc  he  was  un* 
me-ftirably  aDoiittr^xvith  the  Spirit  at  his 
bapiifm,  as  well  as  had  the  divine  narurc 
dwelling  in  him  ;  If  therefore  this  padage  is 
to  be  imdcrftood  of  a  local  afeenfam,  it  ex* 
prefTes  irt  prophetic  {tile  whit  certainly 
would  lie  after  ChriftV  reft)  ret  Aioo,  as  if  it 
weic  already  pall,  in  like  manner  u  it  is  faiH 
in  prophecy*  ( FfuL  IxviiL  ilh)  T&p*  haft  a- 
fttadrd  on  ;  and  fb  thdi  words  of  our 

l,ord  intimate,  that  though  F^nnch  and  E&ts 
had  afeend^d  to  heaven,  yet  no  man  had 
afoended*  by  his  own  power  and  merit,  to 
open  heaven’s  gates  for  the  reception  of  fin- 
hets  as  he  (houtd.  Hut  theft  words  feem  rather 

lo  refn-  to  Dia/,  xtt.  u,  n,  where  httas 
iHid  of  die  com  man  d  men*  of  God,  Wh&  ft  nil 
jpr  vtp  to  and  brivg  h  te  us  ?  i,  t,  who 

thiV,  c.iicr  into  Ucd's  fecret  counfcJ,  and  torn 


it  by  immediate  knowledge  Id  heaven  ?  And 
fo  whs:  L'hrifh  here  ft  id  of  himfclf  is  of  like 
import  with  what  Jzht  the  Baptift  had  laid 
concerning  him,  chap*  i, 

f  A$  the  divine  and  human  natures  were 
united  in  the  perfon  of  Oiriil,  aitributious 
are  made  of  the  properties  of  one  nature  to 
him,  whtfllhe  is  fpu^en  of  under  a  title 
which  relates  to  his  other  nature.  Thus  when 
it  is  Si d,  { 1  Cyr,  ii,  6.)  Tfrr  Lord  of  rlory  vat 
and  iS. )  he  is  called  Gidt 

■B tfo  purebaffd  the  church  with  hit  ova  hbsd  : 

The  meaning  u  nor  tltat  he,  as  the  Lord  of 
glory,  wa&  CTUcirird,  or,  s*  God,  toed  hit 
blood,  as  if  the  divine  nature  could  be  cm* 
cified  and  bleed ;  hot  that  the  perfon,  who 
wa»  the  Lord  of  glory  in  one  nature,  ms 
crucified  tn  the  other ;  and  the  perfon,  who 
was  God  In  one  nature,  redeemed  the  church 
with  his  own  blood,  which  belonged  to  hie 
other  natme  :  So  when  it  is  faid,  The  So*  of 
£i  tn  heaven?  the  meaning  is  not  that  he, 
as  the  Son  of  men,  nas  there  vbilA  he  was 
on  earth,  but  that  he,  who  was  here  in  bit 
hqman  nature^  was  there  in  hU  divine* 


Cb.  in. 
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cd  op  on  the  crofs,  and,  in  cooTcqaence  thereof,  be 
afterwards  exalted  in  heaven,  and  propoftd  35  God’s 

ordinance  in  the  gofpcJ,  for  fin&ers  to  look  to  bf  faith 
for  fafoitian : 


1  j  That  who- 
fomr  bcKcveth 
ia  bin  Quwld 
001  perifb,  but 
Juvt  eternal  life. 


iff  For  God  fo 
to  Ted  the  world, 
that  he  give  hi* 

only  begotten 
Soq,  that  whom¬ 
ever  bolieveth  in 
him  fliould  jwt 
penib ,  but  have 
cvcrhfting  life. 


x  J  That  every  one,  of  what  rank,  degree,  or  nation 
foever  he  be,  who,  under  an  affe&ing  fenfe  of  his  fin- 
fuineft  and  obnoxionfneft  to  divine  wrath,  {hall,  accor¬ 
ding  to  God’s  appointment,  look  to,  and  humbly  troll 
in  him  alone  for  falvation,  may  be  healed  of  his  fours 
difeafes,  may  be  delivered  from  his  perifhing  condition 
tinder  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin,  and  may  be  made 
partaker  of  eternal  life  ;  and  whoever  (hall  thus  with 
the  heart  believe  in  the  only  true  Mefliah,  though  his 
faith  be  ever  fb  weak,  he  fliall  certainly  be  laved,  how 
great  or  many  foever  his  fins  have  been. 

1 6  For  the  great  and  blefled  God,  even  the  Father, 
who  delights  in  mercy,  looking  with  compaffion  upon 
the  loft  anti  miferable  ftatc  of  mankind,  under  their 
dreadful  apoftacy,  conceived  fuch  a  furprizing,  match' 
lefs  deftgn  of  mere  love  and  grace,  from  all  eternity, 
toward  fmners  of  this  wretched,  guilty,  and  rebellious 
world  *,  not  of  the  Jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo, 
that  he  freely  gave  his  dearly  beloved  and  only  begotten 
Son,  to  be  his  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and 
gave  him  up  to  be  crucified,  and  thereby  made  a  pro* 
pi  ti  at  ion  for  their  fins,  that  whoever  (halt  by  faith  cor- 
dially  receive  and  truft  in  him,  as  the  Son  of  God  and 
the  Redeemer  of  loft  finners,  may  not  perifti  for  or  by 
his  iniquities,  but  hare  a  full  remiffion  of  them,  and 
be  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come  \  and  not  only  fo, 
but  may  be  entitled  to,  and  in  due  time  put  in  pollef* 
£on  of  evcrlafting  bleftednefs  and  glory. 


NOTE. 


17  For 


*  To  tmderftand  whit  is  meant  by  the 
TtrJd  in  this  and  the  following  verle,  wc  are 
to  confidcr  that  11  uufeef  in  opposition  to  the 
prevailing  notion  of  rhe  as  if  God  Jo* 

vrd  only  their  own  nation,  and  the  MefiUh 
would  conic  to  lave  only  litem,  and  to  poor 
confufion  upon  all  other  nations  for  their 
fkket;  And  therefore  whw  this  word  is 
it  fed,  efpetndly  in  the  writing*  of  this  Evan- 
gdift,  10  exprefs  the  olyofts  of  Cod's  love, 
and  of  the  benefits  of  Christ  redemption,  it 
commonly  fignifiea  the  world,  at  inciutive  of 
the  Gtntiih*  to  guard  again  ft  that  vain  eon- 
oeit,  and  to  Jhew  that  the  bkfUngt  of  the  Mcf- 
yt's  kingdom  were  not  to  he  confined  to 
the  Jt-tvs ;  but  to  bare  an  etjual  refpeft  to 
Gutiitn  of  all  forts  together  with  them.  And 
zs  Hkc  the  reft,  was  fall  of  that 

conceit,  our  J^ord  iifcd  thiscxpfcfiion  u>  con¬ 
i'  lie  it,  dod  to  give  him  a  larger  view  of  tlic 


go(pd-£i}vation}at  extending  to  other  nations* 
as  well  at  thcmiclm .  And  io  it  intimates  that 
all  the  cleft  among  tbe  Gtnfiki  as  well  js 
JrwSt  are  the  objeftr  of  this  great  love  of 
God,  m  the  gift  of  his  ton  for  their  filvitiwi  j 
For  the  world  here  fpoken  of,  is  the  world 
which  Cod  deUgncd  to.  be  JUvtd :br&tgh  klm$ 
(rcr,  1 7.)  ,  and  thefc  arc  the  famcwitU  chofe 
that  fhould  hfttvt  fa  jnmt  and  are  oppofed 
to  thofo  that,  not  believing  to  him,  ftwlit  be 
iGzdimMd}  (ikt.  iU.)  Now  thefe  may  be  call¬ 
ed  the  world,  bctiufc  they  arc  originally  iff 
this  fallen  world  of  mankind,  iuoppofmon  to 
fallen  angels,  and  arc  Mattered  through  the 
whole  world.  Rev*  v.  p-  and  even  thro*  thofe 
nations  of  the  earth,  which,  by  way  of  di- 
fliiidion  from  the  Jrvi,  are  ftiLd  the  a'orM, 
in  ibm.  xi<  ut  J  i*  the  notes  on  ebep*  i. 

7i  »?• 
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The  Evangelijl  John  parapirafiJ. 


Ch.  tti. 


17  For  God 
fern  doc  htt  Son 
into  the  world  to 
condemn  the 
world;  but  that 
the  world  thro* 
him  might  be 
&vcd» 


18  He  that  be- 
lifrctli  on  hini  n 
not  enudetnned  : 
hut  he  that  be* 
licreth  uot  is  con¬ 
demned  already, 
boanft:  he  hath 
not  believed  in 
iht  name  of  the 

on  tv  begotten  5on 
of  bw. 


AndtHJiis 
the  condcmrra  - 
lion,  that  light  is 
come  into  the 
world,  and  men 
hved  dartnefs  ra¬ 
ther  than  lightj 
bee  an  ft  their 

deed*  were  evil. 


jo  Far  every 
one  that  doth 
evil  hatcih  the 
light  »  neither 
Cometh  to  the 
light,  Uft  hi* 
deeds  fliould  be 

TTjXOVCd, 


17  For  God 9  according  to  this  gracious  defign,  has 
now  ar  length  lent  bis  own  Son  into  this  lower  world, 
not,  as  the  Jews  through  the  powdr  of  their  prejudices 
and  fclf-love  fuppofe,  to  pals  and  execute  a  fentence  of 
condemnation  upon  all  others  befide  themfelves ;  but 
that  per  Ions  of  all  nations  may  be  effe&ually  faved  from 
the  ruins  of  their  apofbey,  and  hlefied  with  eternal  life, 
even  all  and  every  one  of  them,  that  lhall  believe  in 
him, 

t8  So  that  things  are  now  brought  to  this  point,  that 
whofoever,  Jew  or  Gentile ,  believes  on  the  Son  of  God, 
as  mam  felted  and  propofed  in  the  gofpel,  is  freed  from 
the  condemning  fentence  of  the  Uw,  its  curfe  Handing 
no  longer  in  force  again!!  him  :  But  whofoever  rejetts, 
or  neglcfls  the  crucified  Saviour,  remains  under  a  fen-* 
fence  of  condemnation}  and  perfifting  therein  to  the 
end,  he  fliall  certainly  be  cad  in  the  day  of  judgment 
for  all  his  iniquities,  and  cfpecially  for  the  great  fin  of 
unbelief,  in  refilling  his  only  remedy  }  becaufe,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  the  light,  endearments,  and  obligations  of 
this  laft  difpenfction  of  grace,  he  has  not  by  faith  em- 
braced  God's  own  eternally  begotten  Son,  and  the  only 
method  of  fal  ration  brought  in  and  revealed  by  him, 

19  And  this  is  the  greateft  and  fureft  caufe  of  men's 
ruin,  and  the  higbed  aggravation  of  their  fin  and  mife* 
ry,  that,  in  this  glorious  difpenfatiou  of  mercy,  the 
way  of  falvation  opens,  and  is  fhorrly  to  be  fet  with  the 
cleared  evidence  before  them,  whether  they  be  Jews  of 
G entiles  $  and  yet  the  Jews  prefer  their  vain  traditions 
and  corrupt  glofles  on  the  law,  and  the  Gentiles  their 
ignorant  devotions  to  an  unknown  God ;  and  both  one 
and  the  other  prefer  their  own  dark,  fuperfti  cions,  car¬ 
nal,  and  miftakea  notions  of  religion,  to  the  pure  light 
of  the  gafpel :  And  the  real  reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe 
thefe  f pi  ritual,  heavenly,  and  holy  dodrines  lye  in  di- 
ref!  contradiction  to  their  beloved  luft  and  evil  pra£tt~ 
ces,  which  they  wilt  by  no  means  abandon,  and  which 
their  felf~flattering  and  erroneous  conceits  put  them  up¬ 
on  indulging. 

10  For  every  one  that  Is  wedded  to  bis  fins,  and  refof- 
ved  not  to  part  with  them,,  has  a  fee  ret  enmity  in  his 
mind  againd  the  truths  of  divine  revelation,  that  op- 
pofe  and  condemn  them ;  and,  as  they  are  deeds  cf 
darknefi,  he  does  what  he  can  to  difle  convictions,  and 
(bun  the  light  of  that  knowledge,  which  eipofes  bis 
darling  corruptions  in  their  Qiameful,  hideous,  and  dan¬ 
gerous  forms,  left  his  coufciencc  fhould  be  fo  (long  with 

remorfe. 


4 


Ch'iiL 


Jif  EvangtUJl  John  paraph  rated. 


»i  Bnthetktt 

Jreh  noth  com* 
cth  to  the  light, 
that  his  deeds 
may  be  made  mi* 
Tiifdl,  that  they 
art  wrogzhi  m 
God. 


remorfe,  as  not  to  dare  any  longer  to  gratify  them,  and 
take  fuch  pleafurt,  as  he  ufed  ro  have,  in  acting  accor¬ 
ding  to  them. 

2 1  Bat  *  an  upright  hud,  who  defires  to  he  appro¬ 
ved  of  God,  is  fincerelv  willing  to  be  f earthed  and  tri¬ 
ed,  and  to  know  the  Divine  will,  how  contrary  foever 
it  may  be  to  his  own  natural  notions,  inclinations,  and 
worldly  interefis j  and  he  lyes  open  to  convi£Hon,  that 
whatfoever  he  thinks,  fays,  or  does,  may  be.  regulated, 
and  appear  with  evidence,  to  his  own  mind  and  consci¬ 
ence,  as  well  as  toothers,  that  it  is  the  effefi:  of  the  re¬ 
generating  power  of  God,  according  to  his  will,  and  to 
his  glory,  and  that  it  proceeds  from  the  vital  union 
and  comm  anion  which  he  himfdf  has  with  God. 


u  After  0u& 
things  came  Jefii* 
and  bis  difeipka 
into  cbc  bod  of 
udra(  and  there 
e  limed  with 
them,  and  bap¬ 
tized. 


■  a 

i 


si  And  John 
alfo  vn  baptix* 
inginEnon,  near 
loSdim,  becaufc 
there  was  much 

water  theje;  and 

they  tame,  and 
vtrt  baptized. 


,  22  When  our  Lord  jefus  had  thus  difeourfed  with 
Nicodcmus,  who  afterwards  appeared  to  be  a  real  con¬ 
vert,  (chap*  vii.  50,  51.  Jnd  zix.  39.)  he  retired  from 
Jemfaiem  to  the  country  of  Judea t  together  with  thofe 
difciples  whom  be  defigncd  to  make  his  contlanr  at¬ 
tendants,  and  to  call  to  the  apofUeihip:  And  he  conti¬ 
nued  there,  they  accompanying  him,  for  fome  time, 
preaching  the  g  of  pel,  working  miracles,  and  converting 
many,  whom  be  thereupon  baptized,  not  by  bis  own 
hand,  but  by  the  mini  (try  of  thofe  difciples,  (chap. 
iv.  2.)  .  ■  .  '  . 

23  And  at  the  fame  time,  while  Jefus  was  thus  em~ 
ployed  in  Judeaf  John  continued  (till  to  preach  to  the 
people,  and  to  baptize  them  into  the  faith  of  him  who 
now  appeared  openly  among  them.  But,  that  he  might 
not  feem  to  combine  with  Jefus,  he  did  not  aflbeiate 
with  him,  but  went  on  with  bis  work  in  diftant  parts, 
and  removed  toEttanf  near  Salim  \  becaufe  there  were 
many  flreams  of  waier,  which  made  it  a  convenient  li~ 
tuation  for  baptizing  all  the  people  that  might  be 
wrought  upon  by  his  miniftry:  And  they  came,  and 
were  baptized  by  him  there. 

24  For 

NOTES. 


*  A  s  light  wa*  before  Opposed  to  error  and 
miftafces ;  lo  doing  the  truth  U  here  opposed 

to  doing  evil,  and  rdpedU  a  mu’i  acting 
with  fmcctity  and  godly  fimpftrity,  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  his  being  influenced  by  a  love  of  fin. 

f  Expositors  arc  much  at  t  lots  tboui  this 
Em#,  becanfr  it  lx  no  where  die  mcnrioDcd 
in  leripeure,  nor famd  in  the  geography  of 
the  indent* :  Some  apprehend  it  was  on  one 
fide  of  Jordan^  and  other*  on  the  other  *  Some 
think  that  it  was  a  town  or  city  ;  others  that 
it  was  a  river;  and  others*  that  it  was  a  large 
tratt  of  ground  full  of  frelh  fpripgt  and  finall 
rmfttiri  water;  and  that  as  Em  figniiics 


a  fountain  ,  fo  the  words,  breexfe  there 
much  rafrr,  or  as  eJm-a  more  Literally 
fiRQ'fy*  heoafe  there  were  m&y  water, t,  give 
the  etymology  of  the  word  Ex&ty  or  the  re«- 
fon  why  that  place  was  fo  called,  rather  than 
the  m£>n  why  Job*  baptized  there :  The 
argument  therefore  drawn  from  hence  foe 
baptizing  by  dipping  b  very  uncertain,  be- 
eaufc  none  ofthefe  rivulets  might  be  deepe- 
nongfa  for  that  purpofc  ?  And  becdiifc  fnch 
an  open  country,  overfpread  with  fmali 
Attaint,  was  very  convenient  for  baptizing 
yrft  multitudes,  placed  io  proper  order,  by 
saj  of  pouring  water  upon  them. 


49s 


T%e  Evangthfi  John  pdraphraJtJ. 


Ch.  i 


iib 


14  For  John 
vu  oot  call 
into  priloa* 


if  Then  Ant 

*ro£e:  a  qucflicNl 
Utwn  /mi  of 

John's  dtfeiplc* 
and  the  Jcvx  t 
ftbom  pmifyrag. 


34  For  all  the  traefaftiom  of  Cbrift,  hitherto  re* 
hearted,  pa  fled  before  the  time  of  Johri s  being  commit¬ 
ted  toprifou  by  Herod,  on  account  of  the  reptoof  which 
be  gave  him  for  marrying  bis  brother  Philip’*  wife. 
{Mattb.  ziv.  3.) 

'*  35  And  while  both  JeTns  and  John  were  thus  enga¬ 
ged  in  different  places,  fbrae  of  Jabit s  difcipla,  and 
tome  of  the  carnal  Jews  entered  into  a  debate,  on  tbis 
occz&nr,  a  boat  the  preference  of  Johi?  s  baptifm  to  the 

legsl  and  pharifaical  purifications,  that  bad  been  long 

in  ufc  i  his  difeipies  pleading  that  their  matter's  bap¬ 
tifm  was  to  be  preferred  to  all  tbofe  wa  (hinge  and  c  lea  ti¬ 
lings;  and  the  Jews,  on  the  other  hand,  contending 

that  his  baptifm  was  needlefs,  or  at  beft  onfnfficient  for 
purification,  bccaufe  there  was  another  perfon  wbo  had 
pretended  to  fet  up  a  new  and  better  bapufm,  and  was 
more  followed  than  their  matter ;  and  that  therefore 
there  would  be  do  end  of  going  into  dangerous  inno¬ 
vations,  but  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  abide  by 
their  ancient  euttoms  *. 

26  And  John* s  difciples  being  puzzled  with  this  dif¬ 
ficulty,  for  want  of  having  duly  attended  to  what  he 
had  fo  often  told  them  concerning  Cbrift,  applied  to  him, 
faying,  Matter,  the  man,  who  not  long  ttnee  came  like 
a  difciple  to  you,  and  was  baptized  by  you,  on  the  other 
fide  of  Jordan^  and  to  whom  you  gave  a  mod  honour¬ 
able  tettimony  to  recommend  him  to  the  people  ;  this 
very  man,  to  the  fur  prize  of  many,  has  taken  an  ad¬ 
vantage,  from  your  high  encomiums,  to  fet  up  already 
for  himfelf,  and  to  baptize  and  make  difciples  in  his  own 

name :  He  even  fupplants  you  in  your  work  >  and  the 

people  are  fo  fond  of  him,  that  they  generally  run  after 
him,  while  you  take  no  care  to  reftrain  them ;  This 
finks  your  credit,  efpccially  among  your  enemies,  who 
hereupon  object  again  ft  the  authority,  the  ufefulnets 
and  fufficiency  of  your  baptifm and  as  for  us,  we  are 
troubled  to  think  that  any  other  ftiould  arife  to  lelTen  you, 
and  cannot  tell  what  to  lay  to  thefe  things. 

27  John  replied,  Tbis  is  no  juft  objeGion  againft  my 
office,  nor  ought  it  to  be  a  trouble  to  you:  There  is  no 
inconfifteocy  between  Jefus’s  baptifm  and  mine,  which 
tend  to  the  fame  end  ;  mine  is  only  fubfervient  to  his, 
and  his  improves  and  perfedla  mine ;  as  l  bear  witnefs 
to  him,  fo  wbat  he  is  now  doing  proves  the  truth  of  my 
teltiroony  concerning  him;  and  whether  ye  consider  the 

matter 

NOTE. 

*  This  appear*  to  have  been  the  frbjcft  of  difttplei  hereupon  put  to  him  la  the  follow 
tbtir  debate,  front  the  quclUoa  which  John’*  tug  verfo. 


%4  Awl  they 

came  Ditto  John, 

and  fud  onto 
him,  ELabbi,  he 

that  nt  with 
thcc  beyond  Jor- 
d*n,  to  whom 
thou  bareft  wit* 

nefi,  behold,  the 

fame  baptizeth, 

sod  all  meo  come 
to  him. 


%y  John  u  * 
fecred  and  bid, 

A 


Ch.  ill. 


^  -  v 

*fhc  Evangeh/I  John  paraphrqfed. 


39> 


A  man  nil  rt* 

ccm  nothingjicjc- 

c^pt  ie  be  given 

him  from  hea* 

vc^t, 


iB  Ye  yrror- 

Jrtvev  bear  me 
wit  ad's,  that  1 

fcUl»  1  am  not 
the  Chrilt,  but 

that  I  sm  font 
kforc  him. 


*!>  He  that 
hith  the  hrdc  fa 

the  biidi^ronm  ; 

hue  elic  friend  of 
live  bridegroom, 
t  hicti  rtandah 
r.)  \  heartth  him, 
rtv  'ccth  greatly 
biciufc  of  the 
bride  -  mom’s 
roiot;  inis  my 
iov  therefore  u 
fulfilled. 


30  He  tnnff 
inercafc,  bat  I 
mt:l  dccmffii 


matter  with  relation  to  him  or  me,  it  is  all  of  God  *  : 
For  neither  could  I  have  done  what  I  have,  in  pointing 
the  people  to  him,  as  the  long-looked  for  Meffiah,  who 
was  juft  ready  to  appear,  and  in  baptizing  them  into 
the  faith  of  him  j  nor  could  he  have  done  the  1BU  great* 
er  things,  which  he  does  nnder  this  character,  in  bap* 
tizing  and  making  difciples  to  himfelf,  without  a  com* 
million  from  heaven  5  and  the  ohje&ion,  which  his  ene¬ 
mies  make  again  11  him  ami  me  on  this  acccount,  as 
well  as  your  own  {tumbling  at  it,  after  all  that  X  havofo 
often,  and  fo  plainly  told  you  before-hand  about  him 
and  myfelf,  is  an  evident  demonstration,  that  no  man 
can  heartily  embrace  the  plained  do&rmes  of  divine  re* 
vehtioa,  uniris  he  be  enlightened  and  enabled  from  a- 
hove  to  under  Hand  and  receive  them. 

26  I  appeal  to  my  former  tefttmony  on  this  head, 
which  might  have  fatisfied  you :  Te  yourfelves  may  re¬ 
member,  and  ought  to  bear  me  witnefe,  that  1  was  fo 
far  from  pretending  to  be  myfelf  the  MriQah,  that  I 
frankly  and  openly  declared  hefore  you  and  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  (chap.  i.  19,  20,  23.)  that  1  wai  not  the  Chriji , 
but  was  only  his  fore  runner  to  prepare  his  way,  accor¬ 
ding  to  ancient  prophecy  concerning  him  aad  me. 

29  A  hride,  every  one  knows,  is  the  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  bridegroom  ;  but  the  bridegroom's  friend 
has  the  honour  and  the  pleafure  of  doing  all  that  in  him 
lyes  to  help  forward  the  match,  and  court  for  him  :  He 
herdn  chearfuily  parities  his  directions,  and  rejoices 
when  the  bridegroom  tells  him,  that  he  has  at  length 
obtained  the  virgin's  content,  and  efpoufed  her  to  him- 
felf.  So  Cfarift  is  the  Bridegroom  of  the  Church,  which 
is  to  be  for  him,  and  for  no  orher :  But  I  make  no  pre¬ 
tences  to  fuch  an  inter  eft  in  her}  I  have  only  a£ted  the 
part  of  his  hearty  friend,  who  with  well  to  his  caufe, 
and  have-  been  laying  out  myfelf,  with  all  alacrity  and 
faithfuloefs,  in  wooing  the  people  for  him,  by  telling 
rhem  what  a  great  and  glorious  perfon  he  is,  on  what  a 
blefled  defign  he  came  into  the  world,  and  how  willing 
he  is  to  receive  and  fare  all  that  cordially  confent  to  be 
bis:  And  now  I  exceedingly  rejoice  to  hear  that  he  is 
already  enthroned  in  fo  many  hearts,  and  I  gladly  deli¬ 
ver  tbem  all  over  to  him,  who  has  the  only  right  to  them. 

30  It  is  ncceSary  that  Jefus  fhould  increafe  in  the 
manifestations  of  his  glory,  and  in  the  number  of  dif* 
dples  to  be  made  to  him,  and  that  I  Ihould  decreafe 

in 


N  O 

refer  this  to  tb^cwrfmiffion  which 
Chrift  and  Jtbn  reccifrd  tor  their  fevers  I  of- 
ami  others*  lo  the  peoples  receiving 


YE. 

and  entertaining  what  they  did*  by  virtue  of 
tfteir  refpeibye  commUljoLs  j  and  »e  may 
ukc  them  all  in. 


Imm 


TSr  Evangetijl  Jo  BN  parsfira/eJ, 


C3u  liu 


•0. 


in  toy  reparation  among  men}  and  id  the  importance 

of  my  office  rs  a  forerunner  to  him,  who  will  no  long¬ 
er  have  any  oc  cation  for  my  teftimony :  His  honour 
will  ecliptic  mine  every  day  Hill  more  and  more ;  and 
when  my  work  fhall  ceafe,  his  trill  ever  abide  with 
rich  and  growing  advantage ;  and  it  is  highly  fit  that 
it  flxraJd  be  thus. 

ji  He  tlut  31  He  being  of  divine  original  came  down  imme- 
kT-M*  from  heaven,  and  therefore  is  infinitely  fu  p  wi¬ 
fe  „f  his  perfon  and  adminiftration,  to  all  others  : 

1  onUyv  For  as  I,  and  every  other  prophet  that  appeared  before 
^at>  jjj  me,  bad  oar  original  from  the  earth,  like  ourfiril  com- 
a«th'  frn^n  mon  father,  we  being  of  earthly  parents,  and  of  an 
U  above  earthly  frame  ~,  fb  we  naturally  are  molt  affefted 

with,  and  fpeak  of  earthly  tbings,  and  can  of  ourfelves 
lay  nothing  of  heaven,  but  in  a  grofs  and  earthly  man¬ 
ner  ;  and  what  we  fpeak  of  the  tbings  of  God,  even 
under  fame  degrees  of  infpiration,  is  low  and  flat,  and 
favours  of  the  earth,  if  compared  with  the  fublime 
myftcries  of  Infinite  'Wifdom,  as  they  lye  in  God’s  own 
mind :  But  this  divine  perfon  naturally  f peaks  of  hea¬ 
venly  things,  and  that  in  the  moll  furprizing  and  exalt¬ 
ed  (trains  like  bimfelf,  like  one  intimately  acquainted 
with  them,  as  they  lye  in  the  divine  counfels,  and  as 
they  are  in  thcmlelves;  and  lo  he,  who  came  down 
from  heaven,  is  every  way  fuperior  to  me  and  all  other 
prophets  whatsoever. 

a*  And  what  32  And  the  do&rines,  which  be  reveals  and  deli- 

Aewd?1  Stt  *  hi  vers  with  divine  authority,  are  no  other  than*  he  has 
tdtiiiah  t  and  no  been  originally  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with,  by 
min nxciwU kit  h is  intuitive  knowledge  of  God  j  like  one  who  lay  in 

the  bo  lorn  of  the  Father,  and  was  in  counfel  with  him 
about  them  j  and  even  his  human  mind  has  feen  and 
heard  them,  by  the  immediate  illumination  and  dic¬ 
tates  of  the  Spirit,  which  dwells  unmeafurably  in  him. 
Though  ye  therefore  are  apt  to  be  grieved  and  filled 
with  envy  at  his  having  fo  many  difciples,  none  of 
them  embrace  his  blefled  and  glorious  gofpel,  from  any 

Erinciple  naturally  in  themfclves  ;  and  alas  1  the  Burn¬ 
er  is  comparatively  final],  and  next  to  none,  that 
heartily  entertain,  or  believe  and  receive  it  : 

.  .fo*  33  But  every  one  of  the  happy  few  that  believe  in 

r  him  according  to  bis  word,  thereby  fubferibes,  and  puts 

bis  Amen  to  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  himfclf, 
as  believing  that  be  has  fulfilled  his  promifes  concern- 

NOTE  ,,'ng 

*  Th»  may  nhte  cither  Co  the  orighml  man  mind,  as  God  gwe  not  the  Spirit  by 
knowledge  of  ChrifFs  divine  mind,  *•  God  meafbre  to  him,  (w.  34*)  andl  have  bkm 
oyer  all,  who  came  down  from  hcavto,  (ver*  them  both  in. 
li*)  or  co  the  acquired  knowledge  of  hbhu* 


|t  And  what 
he  hath  fee a  and 
Jieard,  that  ho 
Idtifeth ;  and  no 
man  icc«iv«Ui  Uis 
Mftimooj. 


Ch.  UL 


tedimofiyj  bash 
fci  co  Jib  fed  that 
Cod  iitruc* 


]4  Foe  be 
whoa  Cod  buh 

Ant  jprjfcrth  ihe 
word*  of  God  ; 
for  God  giveih 
not  the  Spirit  by 
meafiin  vtto  din* 


jj  The  Father 
Uvnh  the  Son, 

and  hath  jhen 
all  iftiugt  into  hit 
band* 


3d  He  that  be¬ 
lieved]  on  the 
Son  bath  tveriaft- 
tag  life  ;  ud  he 
that  belief  eth  not 
the  Son  dull  not 
Ac  Ufa;  but  the 
wmh  of  Cod  a- 
bideth  on  him* 
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ing  the  Me  (Hah*  anti  (peaks  the  molt  important  truth* 
by  him*  and  that  be  will  certainly  fulfil  all  the  relfc  of 
his  promtfes  to  his  people  through  him*  in  whom  they 
are  all  ypaf  and  amen*  to  the  glory  of  God. 

34  For  this  Divine  perfon*  who  wasfent  by  God  the 
Father  immediately  from  heaven*  not  only  declares  the 
mind  and  will  of  God  at  certain  feafone*  relating  to 
forne  particular  points;  hut*  having  all  the  treafares 
of  wifitom  and  knowledge  in  biro*  he  doth  this  in  eve* 
ry  thing  that  he  fays*  and  is  come  to  make  known  the 
whole  of  that  revelation*  which  is  ever  to  be  comma* 
nicated  to  the  fons  of  men  ;  For  God*  who  gave  his 
Spirit  only  in  certain  degrees*  and  on  fpecial  occaOoos 
to  other  prophets*  Mofcs  him felf  not  excepted*  has*  in 
an  unlimited  manner*  anointed  Jefus*  in  his  office-capa¬ 
city*  with  the  Holy  Ghoft*  who  reddes  perpetually  in 
him  as  an  infallible  and  abiding  principle  of  truth* 
holineft*  and  goodmfr  i  it  having  plea/ed  the  Father , 
that  in  him  Jhould  all fulineft  dwell* 

35  Tea*  fiich  is  the  infinite  fuperlative  love  of  the 
Father  to  his  own  Son,  as  he  is  of  the  fame  nature  and 
perfections  with  himfelf,  and  as  he  freely  came  to  do 
his  will,  that  he  has  committed  to  his  management  all 
affairs,  relating  to  the  kingdoms  of  providence,  grace, 
and  glory,  that  he  may  fttbdue  his  enemies,  diflrihnte 
all  hleffinga  amongft  his  people,  and  judge  angels  and 
men  at  the  laft  day. 

36  The  conclufion  of  all  then  plainly  comes  to  this, 
that  whoever  receives  the  doftrinc  of  Chrift,  and  trufta 
in  him  according  to  it,  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the 
Saviour  of  finners,  has  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life, 
together  with  the  beginnings,  fecyrities,  pledges,  car* 
nefts,  and  fbretaftes  of  it,  which  (ball  certainly  ifliie 
in  his  completely. enjoining  it  $  And,  on  the  contrary, 
whoever  wilfully  reje&a  Chrift,  and  finally  per  lifts 
therein,  (hall  never  be  admitted  10  that  bleffed  life  ; 
but,  whilft  he  obftinately  continues  in  uubelief,  all  his 
fins  are  bound  upon  him  with  high' aggravations,  a 
righteous  femence  of  wrath  Hands  out  in  the  law  of 
God  againft  him,  and  he  daily  lyes  expofed  to  a  dread¬ 
ful  execution  of  it;  fo  that,  unlefs  it  he  prevenred, 
through  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  there  is  no  remedy, 
but  divine  wrath  muft  certainly  come  upoo  him  to  the 
uttermoft,  and  he  muft  bear  it  for  ever. 


RECOLLECTIONS 

How  could  anyone  do  fiich  miracles  as  Chrift  did  unlefs  tie  »i»d  hirdoArines  were 
owned  of  God  J  and  hour  plain  and  import!?::  were  the  dotfrines  of  rigcnera* 
tion  and  frith  in  him*  which  he  preached  as  neccfTiry  to  frtvatiuu  i  ,tid  yet  how 
natural  in  it  for  carnal  minds  to  mibjudge  of  fj>i ritual  things,  to  diibdievc  them* 
and  to  be  prijudiftdtasaiuft  then,  bccaufe*  after  all*  there  ivul  be  to  met  bin*;  in* 


Cb.  ill. 


30a 
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comprehenGble  in  tbettf  !  For  who  can  tell  the  reafon,  and  the  manner  of  the 
fovereSgn  and  holy  Spirit’s  afting  upon,  and  effb&uaUy  changing  one  Gnncr’s 
heart  rather  than  another’s  ?  Or  who  can  tell  how  the  divine  and  human  na¬ 
tures  are  perfonally  united  in  the  God  manifclted  in  (left,  who,  as  the  Son  of 
God*  always  was  in  heaven,  whilft,  as  the  Son  of  man,  he  was  only  upon  earth  \ 
and  O  how  forprizing  is  the  thought  of  the  Lord  of  glory’s  being  lilted  up  on 
the  crofs,  that  he  might  be  propofed  in  the  gofpel  as  a  proper  ohjeft  for  a  finneris 
faith,  and  that  we,  under  a  ftnfe  of  guilt  and  danger,  as  wounded  by  fin,  might 
look  to  him,  and  be  as  effectually  healed  of  our  foul’s  diftsfes,  as  Ifrael  were  of 
their  defpmte  wounds  by  looking  to  the  brazen  ferpait  in  the  wi  Idem  els  !  And 
bow  mcxprdlibly  rich  and  free  is  that  love,  which  is  the  original  caufe  of  feta¬ 
tion,  and  has  displayed  itfelf  in  the  gift  of  Chrift  to  our  world,  to  Gentiles  as 
well  as  Jews,  that  whoever  believes  In  him,  whether  it  be  with  a  weaker  or 
flronger  faith,  may  have  everlaiHng  life  1  With  what  efteem  and  preference  to 
all  others  fhould  we  think  of  the  dear  and  only  Saviour,  who  was  originally 
from  above,  and  was  anointed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  for  office- performances  on 
earth,  without  meafure,  who  is  the  object  of  the  Father’s  higheft  love,  and  who 
]i  the  great  Lord  and  Uufband  of  the  church,  and  is  Head  over  all  things  for  its 
welfare;  and  what  an  honour  and  delight  is  it  to  be  inftnitnental  in  cfpotffxhg 
fouls  to  him  l  What  his  frrvants  do  in  holy  rmn  titrations,  by  his  authority,  is  as 
valid,  as  if  it  were  done  perfbnally  by  himfelf ;  and  they  fhould  go  on  in  his 
work  according  to  the  ability  and  opportunity  he  gives  for  it,  without  envying 
others  that  excel  them  in  £ifts  and  graces,  and  heeds,  as  knowing  that  no  man 
can  receive  any  good  thing  for  the  fertice  of  others,  or  the  benefit  of  his  own 
fool,  uulefs  it  be  given  him  from  above;  for  that  which  is  born  of  the  fie  ft  is 
fiefh,  and  that  which  is  bom  of  the  Spirit  is  fpirit.  But,  alas !  how  much  more 
are  fonoaliffs  in  rdigioa  concerned  about  an  external  haptifm  and  purification* 
than  about  being  baptized  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  having  an  experience  in 
them  tel  v«  of  a  real  work  of  heart- changing  grace  J— How  great  is  the  fin  of 
unbelief!  It  tejefts  the  teftimony  of  God  concerning  his  Son,  and  is  envious  at 
Chr ill’s  glory  *  and  It  proceeds  from  u are afon able  prejudices  again#  him,  from  a 
love  of  evil  ways,  and  unwiUingnefs  to  be  reformed,  and  from  a  hatred  of  the 
pure  light  of  God’s  word,  left  it  Jhould  diftttrb  the  foul's  peace  and  pleafure  in 
an  indulgence  of  beloved  lofts  E  and  how  dreadful  are  Its  effects,  as  it  binds  all 
a  'man’s  other  fins  upon  him,  refutes  his  only  remedy,  and  fubjedis  him  to  con¬ 
demnation  and  wrath  with  the  higheft  aggravations' of  guilt!  But  O  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  true  faith !  It  receives  the  Lord  Jcfus,  fct$  toils  feat  that  God  is  true, 
and  depends  upon  his  fritbfulneft  for  the  performance  of  all  that  he  has  faid  a- 
bouthieSon,  and  faid  to  us  in  a  way  of  grace  and  mevey  through  him;  it  re¬ 
joices  in  the  proTperity  of  his  intereft,  In  the  cfpoufel  of  fouls  to  him,  and  in 
every  thought  of  his  being  exalted;  it  proceeds  from  a  defire  of  coming  to  the 
light  of  Gttl’s  word,  and  from  the  difizovery  that  is  thereby  made  of  the  finner’a 
own  tfleneft,  and  of  the  relief  there  is  in  Chrift  for  hnn,  and  from  a  will  in  griefs 
to  be  laved  from  his  fins,  as  well  as  from  the  curfo  of  the  law#  and  the  wrath  of 
God ;  and  by  means  of  this  Eitith  the  fcntence  of  condemnation  is  nrverfed,  and 
the  ibuFis  entitled  to  eternal  life.  Which  of  theft  Hates  is  mine;  and  in  which 
of  them  am  I  like  to  be  found  at  death  and  judgment? 


CHAP.  IV* 


Cbrift  goes  from  Judea  into  Samaria*  1,— 6.  H is  ds/courfe  with  the  tug* 
man  cf  Samaria*  71—26.  The  efjfeit  it  had  upon  be^  27,-30*  HhdiJ- 
amrje  with  his  difciples*  31,-3®*  Many  Samaritans  believe  in  bsmf 
3  9>~*4  2  -  And  he  goes  to  Oa  Ulee*  a  nd heals  a  nobleman* s fen  there*  43>-J4- 

Paraphrase. 

tew theLord  JESUS  having  flayed  and  preached  a  confiderable 
fcacw  J  timo 


Cfa.  It. 


7 %e  EvaageVfi  John  parapbra/ed. 


knew  ho«  the 
PhuUcts  hiJ 
beard  that  Jeft# 
nude  aud  bap- 
I  more  dif- 
ciplesthu  John, 
a  (Though  Je» 
fui  himJcli'  tnp- 
tUed  not,  but 
Mi  difciples,) 

;  tic  left  Ju* 

da,  iftil  depart¬ 
ed  atiln  iou>  Ga- 

bi«r 


4  And  he  ronft 

need*  go  tbxough 
Samaria. 


5  Then  enm- 
eth  be  to  a  city 
of  Saiuria^Thich 
is  called  Syr  bar, 

near 


time  in  Judea  *,  it  was  no  longer  life  for  him  to 
continue  in  that  country  t  For,  as  nothing  could  be 
hid  from  him,  he  knew  that  his  moft  powerful  and 
malicious  enemies,  the  Pharifees%  wbeD  met  in  coun¬ 
cil  at  Jerufalem,  had  received  informations,  and  were 
provoked  to  bear  that  he  made  more  profclytes,  and 
entered  more  difciples  into  his  religion  by  beptifro, 
than  ever  John  had  done  before  him ;  though  in 
reality,  Jefos  himfelf,  for  good  reafons,  baptized 
none  with  his  own  hands,  but  only  by  the  minidry  of 
bis  difciples  f :  And  therefore  as  he  ordered  bis  fer- 
vants  when  they  fhouldhe  persecuted  in  one  city  to  flee 
to  another,  (Mat lb.  i.  23.)  lb,  the  courfe  of  bis 
mini ftry  not  being  yet  fulfilled,  nor  his  difciples  fit  as 
yet  to  be  expofed  to  bardlhtps  and  dangers,  he  retired 
from  Judea  into  Galilee ,  where  the  Pharifces  would  be 
lets  dift urbed,  and  lefs  capable  of  obferviug  him,  or  of  do¬ 
ing  any  thing  againft  him,  and  where  John* s  mioiflry  had 
prepared  his  way,  and  Jo&o'rimpsifbnraent,  by  this  time, 
had  made  room  for  him.  (Mat.  iv.  V2.  and  Mark  i.  14.) 

4  And,  as  Samaria  $  lay  between  Judea  and  GalU 
leet  there  was  a  natural  nccefUty  of  Ch rift’s  going 
through  fome  part  of  that  country  in  bis  journey*  to 
G alike )  unleb  he  would  take  a  compafs  round  about  $ 
and,  as  he  bad  fpecial  work  to  do  in  Samaria ,  there 
was  a  moral  neceffity  of  his  going  through  it,  that  he 
might  bring  fome  of-  his  (heep  there  into  his  fold. 

$  Accordingly,  in  bis  poffage  through  tbofe  parts, 
be  went  to  a  Samaritan  city  called  Sycb&r  **  bordering 


N  0  n 

*  It  Teens  thtt  he  continued  there  ah  out 
half  a  year,  or  more,  he  hiving  gone  into  Ju~ 
dta  fcon  after  the  paflow,  (cAa*.  \\u  u>)  and 
renamed  to  GaftUc  four  months  before  htr* 
reft,  chap*  iv,  jj, 

t  Wc  may  tappoTe  Chrirt  to  have  taken 
this  method,  that  he  might  maintain  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  bis  own  is  Lord  of  the 

Church)  and  every  way  fopmor  to  who 
wi  <  merely  a  fi-rvanl,  and  baptifed  only  with 
hisoorn  hands*  wit  bout  comm  iffioningotbers 
for  it :  as  alfo  that  he  might  not  fetm  to  afl 
with  impropriety,  and  to  feck  his  own  ho¬ 
nour*  1/y  haptiftng  in  Iris  owh  name;  tbh 
he  might  fliew  himlelf  to  be  fcnt,  not  to 
tapiifc  with  water,  hot  to  tlx  more  tied* 
leer  work  of  preaching  the  gofpcl,  and  hap- 
tiling  with  the  Holy  Choft ;  that  he  might 
prevent  dif 'ptuct  and  emulations  smongft  nis 
dilcipleS)  on  account  of  fome  bdtig  IraptiM 
bjr  himlelf,  and  others  only  by  his  comroif- 
liootd  ftrruits ;  and  that  the  validity  and 
cficaey  of  bdptifm  might  not  he  ftppu&d  to 
(Jcimid  on  the  wort  hi  ads  of  the  peribn  who 
idiuimJkn  bqt  c:i!y  on  the  authority  and 


hjeffingof  Chrift  upon  the  adminiftratfon 
according  to  btr  will, 

$  Samsria  was  inhtliittd  by  Gntrifrr,  mi  Hi¬ 
ed  with  apoftate  J<xirs:And  that  muitgreft 
people  received  the  law  of  and  wor- 

Jhipped  the  God  of  Ifratl ;  hut  denied  the 
divine  authority  of  the  fell  oft  he  Old  Tef* 
umeni,  and  mingled  many  heathen  idolatnn 
and  Ibpcrdilion*  in  their  worlhip-  Sec  P/id, 
Conned,  ftxo-  VoL  U  pig*  jo,— JJ* 

**  This  Sjtbar  is  fuppoftd  to  he  the  lime 
with  Sbtchcmt  which  k  mentioned  xsiv. 
jt.  and  in  fevenl  other  places  of  the  Old 
Tcftament  j  but  which  the  Jcictt  in  their 
comity  to  the  Samar coital  by  my  of 
reproach  ftfMr,  which  ligniiie?  thrr  drunken 
city  1  And  near  to  this  was  the  valley  of  d* 
cb*ry  which  was  given  as  a  iloor  of  Lpc  with 
nfpeA  to  the  calling  of  the  Cwfi/o,  (H^ 
15*)  the  firft  fpecimen  of  their  believing  in 
Chrirt  was  now  to  be  given  here;  and  Twre 
(as  Dr,  TJjrbtfist  obicnrcs  from  Gttt*  xnxh, 
9.  and  aaxr,  a,)  were  tnnleibc  firft  prefe* 
l)-es  10  tbt  church  of  !jrstk 


3°43< 

near  to  the  pared 
of  ground  (bat 
JttpDD  nvt  Is  bli 

fbft  Jo £ph. 


6  No*  Jacob's 

veil  wa  tbot. 
Tdiu  therefore 
bring  'wearied 
with  Ail  joornry, 
fat  thus  oo  the 

well  ;  and  it  «« 
about  Uu  fixth 
hour* 


7  There  com* 

eh  a  woman  of 
£imub  to  draw 

water;  Jefusflbh 

unto  her,  Ghro 
nt  to  drink. 


j 
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upon  a  piece  of  land,  which  the  patriarch  Jacob  bought 
of  the  Tons  of  Hamory  and  gave  at  his  death  to  Jaf*pb9 
as  an  inheritance  for  him  and  his  children,  and  in 
which  Jofipif  s  bones  were  buried.  (Gen*  xlviiL  22* 
compared  with  Jq/b*  xxiv*  32*) 

6  Now  in  this  ground  near  the  city,  was  a  certain 
well,  which  by  long  tradition  was  called  Jacob7*  well  *  : 
And  our  Lord  being  a  man  of  like  natural  weaknefs 
of  body  and  animal  fpirits  with  other  men,  and  ha¬ 
ving,  suitable  to  his  flare  of  humiliation,  travelled  as 
ufual  on  foot,  he  was  tired  and  fpent  with  his  long 
journey,  and  therefore,  like  a  weary,  hungry,  and  tfair* 
fty  traveller  as  he  was,  he  fot  down  by  the  fide  of  the 

well  to  reft  him ;  and  it  was  about  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  (See  the  note  on  dap*  i*  39*) 

7  Whilft  he  was  there,  the  providence  of  God  fo 
ordered  it,  that  a  certain  woman  came  from  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  city  to  fetch  water  from  thence :  And  as  Rt~ 
biccay  Rachel ^  and  Zipporshf  got  their  feveral  hu  (bands, 
Ifaacy  Jacoby  and  Mo/est  by  going  to  draw  water  at  a 
well,  (Gen*  xxiv.  11,  &e,  and  xxix*  2.  ire*  and  Exod. 
ii.  15.  ire.)  fo  this  woman  unknowingly  met  with  Je- 
fus  at  this  well,  that  Die  might  he  efpoufed  to  him.  In 
order  to  which  he,  in  the  greamefe  of  his  condefcen* 
fion  and  preventing  mercy,  began  firft  with  her,  fay¬ 
ing,  Fray  give  me  a  little  water  to  quench  my  third. 

8  Ann  this  was  a  proper  opportunity  for  aiking  fuch 
a  favour,  and  talking  with  her  alone :  For  as  he  did 
not  ordinarily  lire  by  miracles,  and  bad  no  friend  in 
Samaria  to  entertain  him,  he  had  fent  his  difciplcs  into 
the  city  to  buy  food  for  htmfelf  and  them* 

9  Then  the  woman,  knowing  him  by  his  fpeecb  and 
habit  to  be  a  Jcw%  replied  with  wonder  and  from. 
How  comes  it  topafs,  that  you,  who  are  ajrw,  {hould 
thus  unufually,  for  people  of  your  nation,  condefcend 
lb  far  as  to  alk,  or  to  be  willing  to  receive  any  kind* 
nefs  at  my  hands,  who  am  a  Samaritan  ?  Or  bow  can 
you  imagine  that  I  (hould  comply  with  your  delire  by 
giving  you  fo  much  as  a  drop  of  water  for  your  relief, 
wbatfoerer  your  neceflity  may  be  ?  for  it  is  well  known 
that  there  is  fuch  an  old  and  irreconcilable  grudge  be¬ 
tween  the  Jews  and  Samaritans  f,  that  one  will  nei¬ 
ther 

NOTES. 

•  well  is  no  where  dfe  fpokeo  of  f  The  Jfcw  and  Samsriiaat  were  invete- 

in  fenpturt ;  and  it  is  uncertain  why  it  was  nXt  enemies  to  oncaDotber,Qn  account  of  ao- 
Jb  called,  whether  becutfe  he  dug  it,  or  who*  tieut  injuries  that  had  paflol  between  them, 
thcr  only  because  be  was  the  proprietor  of  it,  and  of  thrir  different  temples  and  religions  ; 
and  o&d  it  for  himfdf  and  family,  (yer.  and  the  enmity  had  role  to  fudi  an  lurigbt, 

or  for  what  other  rcafco,  chat  they  treated  vac  au  Other  with  the  mmolt 

>  abhomnro 


a  For  his  di£ 
riples  were  gone 
away  unto  the  c*h 
ty  to  buy  meat* 


0  Then  faith 
the  woman  of 
Samaria  onto 
him.  How  is  it 
that  thou,  bring 
a  jew ,  askeft 
drink  of  me, 
which  am  a  wo* 
man  of  Samaria  * 


Chap.  If. 

for  the  Jew* 
hive  no  dealings 
with  the  Sao&arl- 
Uns- 

to  Jdiit  Ml^ 
fwcrcd  and  ftid 
unto  her,  If  thou 
kneweft  the  gift 
of  God,  end  who 
it  is  that  frith  to  - 
i{tec.  Give  me  to 
drink  ;  thou 
wwldoft  have 
asked  of  him  , 
and  he  would 
have  given  thee 
living  water. 


tt  The  wo- 
ma  faith  onto 
him,  Sir,  thou 
haft  nothing  to 
draw  with,  and 

the  well  is  deep; 
from  whence  then 
haft  thou  that 

living  water  ? 


ri  Art  thou 
greater  than  our 
father  juob  , 
which  gin  Dt 

the  uxJJ,  and 

dunk 
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ther  aft,  nor  receive  the  lead  civility  of  the  other ;  nor, 
if  be  would,  will  the  other  Ihew  it  to  him. 

iq  Jefus  anfwered,  If  you  bad  but  known  how  im¬ 
portant  a  gift  the  great  God,  of  his  own  mere  love  and 
grace,  has  bellowed  upon  (inful  men,  and  *  now  pre¬ 
rents  to  you  in  fending  me  hither;  and  had  you  but 
known  what  fort  of  perfoo  I  am,  who  have  afted  you 
to  give  me  a  little  water  to  drink,  you  would  foon  have 
laid  aCde  your  prejudices  againft  me,  as  a  Jew ;  and, 
inftead  of  refuting  fo  final!  a  requeft,  would  yourfclf 
have  immediately  become  an  earned  fuitor  to  me,  and 
I  would  not  have  upbraided  or  repulfed  you,  but  would 
readily  and  freely  have  given  you  the  mod  excellent  li¬ 
ving  water  ;  thereby  meaning  his  Spirit,  who  was  pro¬ 
mised  under  this  metaphor,  (Ifa,  xliv.  3.  and  Ezek. 
xix vi.  25,  37.)  and  whole  gifts  and  graces  are  more 
refreihing  to  a  neceffitous,  thirfty  foul,  than  the  belt 
water  cau  be  to  a  weary,  droughty  body. 

11  The  woman  underftanding  Chrift  to  fpeak  of 
fpring-water  in  a  literal  fenfe,  and  being  ignorant  of 
his  power  and  grace,  replied  in  a  way  of  difilain,  You, 
Sir,  give  me  the  mod  excellent  fpring-water !  that  is  a 
likely  matter  indeed :  What  occalion  then  had  you  to 
aft  for  any  of  mine  ?  As  for  the  water  of  this  deep 
well,  you  cannot  poflibly  come  at  it ;  for  you  have  no 
veil'd  to  draw  with :  Where  then  do  you  pretend  to 
get  the  fine  living-water  you  talk  of? 

12  Belides,  though  you  feem  to  fpeak  great  things 
of  yourfetf,  and  I  know  not  who  yon  are :  yet  1  fup- 
pofe  you  are  not  a  greater,  a  wifer,  or  more  holy  man 
than  the  patriarch  Jacob  was,  from  whom  we  Samari¬ 
tans,  as  well  as  you  Jews,  claim  a  defeent  as  his  po- 
fterity :  And  he,  as  tradition  informs  us,  left  us  this 
well,  as  the  bed  for  its  water  in  all  the  country,  he 

himfc’4 


N  O  ‘ 

ahborrtnce  and  contempt  *  And  though  in 
cafes  of  nwifity  they  fan  crime*  traded  to¬ 
gether  ;  yet  they  tefufrd  all  aft*  of  frwndflifp* 
humanity,  and  common  civility  to  each  other, 
«*  tbc  iaft  word*  of  this  verfe  intimate, com¬ 
pared  with  vtr.  g,  Many  learned  etpoiltor* 
frppoft  theft  to  be,  not  the  word*  of  the 
woman,  bccadfe  they  thiuk  there  was  no  oe- 
eaTmn  for  her  to  mention  a  thing  fo  univer¬ 
sity  known  to  both  nations  ;  but  the  words 
of  the  EvangcHft,  which  he  added  for  our 
better  undemanding  the  reafai  of  her  qne£ 
lion  too ur  Lord:  And  yet,  a*  this  was  a 
pertinent  fnppoft  of  her  qndtlon,  I  cannot 
fee  why  (he  hcrlclf  might  not  allcdge  it ;  for 
the  more  tbc  feft  was  known,  Ihc  might 

f 


1  E  3. 

think  it  the  more  to  her  purpoft  to  remind 
Chrift  of  St- 

*  Some  think  that  by  fhtjpft  rf  God  is  here 
meant  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  it  fpoken  or  in 
the  cleft  of  the  verft,  under  the  metaphor  of 
ulMf  [ur  livin^witcr,  which  was  a  Hrire m 
phraft  for  fpriog- water,  Gen*  xxvh  19*  But 
other*  take  k  to  be  meant  of  CUrift  hi  01  ft  If  ; 
and  this  fee  ms  molt  natural  to  me,  btaufe 
In  the  next  words,  which  may  be  taken  a* 
explanatory  or  theft,  he  evidently  fpeak*  of 
hirafelfwho  would  give  this  living-wjjer ; 
and  bcQufc  in  the  foregoing  chapter  (*.t, 
id.)  be  hid  (poke  of  tlte  groat  lore  of  God 
in  giving  him 
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drank  thereof 
him  tiff,  and  his 
children*  and  his 
Cattle  ? 

i1  jffas  an- 
fmtrcd  sod  laid 
unto  h  wt  \Vlmfb- 

cvct  drlokcth  of 

this  <^rt+r  ihiLl 
thfrft  agiin: 
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T4  But  whom¬ 
ever  rfrinktth  of 
the  water  that  t 
flu! I  girc  liim 
Ai&lf  never  ihitfl: 
'bat  the  water 
that  1  fiull  give 
him  dull  Ik:  in 
bin  a  well  of 
water  fpringtag 
wp  Lnto  crcriilt- 
iog  life. 


t  j  The  wornao 
faith  mito  him, 
give  me  this 
water ,  that  I 
tliirft  not,  nei¬ 
ther  come  hither 
to  draw* 


*6  Jefcs  faith 

UlUO 


hmiftlf,  and  his  children,  as  well  as  hta  cattle,  haring 
made  ufe  of  it,  and  been  refreshed  by  it:  How  then 
can  you  propofc  to  give  me  better  water  than  this  ? 

13  JeTus  a  nf we  red  her,  faying,  You  are  under  a 
great  miftake,  in  imagining  that  1  fpake  of  common 
water,  like  this  of  Jacob**  well*  which,  how  much  fo- 
evtr  it  may  be  eftccmed  and  ufed,  can  only  refrefti  the 
body,  and  that  bat  for  a  little  while:  For  when  any 
one  has  drank  ever  fo  freely  of  this  water,  he  will  (bon 
grow  as  thirfly  as  ever 4  ;  and  many  other  wants  will 
itill  attend  bim  to  render  him  unhappy;  and  though  he 
drink  it  ever  fo  often,  it  will  not  make  him  immortal, 
hut  after  all  he  will  languifii  and  die* 

14  But  the  b! effing  which,  under  the  figure  of  wa¬ 
ter,  1  fpake  of  giving,  is  fo  excellent  in  its  nature, 
that  whoever  is  made  partaker  of  it,  (hall  find  fuch  a- 
bundant  and  abidiug  farisfa£tion  in  it  to  his  foul,  as 
will  take  off  all  infatiable  appetites  and  inclinations  for 
other  things  $  fo  that  he  will  think  this  alone  fufficleot 
for  his  happinefs :  and  though  he  will  be  defirous  of 
ftill  more  of  this,  yet  he  (hall  never  fo  third  for  it,  as 
to  languish  or  perifh  for  want :  But  fhe  living-water 
which  I  will  give  him,  fhall  abide  in  him,  as  a  perpe¬ 
tual  and  fulficient  four ce  for  his  fupply,  and  fhall  dai¬ 
ly  fpring  up  in  frefh  fupports  and  confolations,  to  an 
overflowing,  till  all  his  wants  and  uneaGndTes  fhall  be 
entirely  removed,  and  all  his  defires  fhall  be  completely 
frtisfird  in  the  enjoyment  of  cterua]  life. 

15  liut  the  woman  (till,  like  Nicodmus  in  the  cafe 
of  the  new  birth,  {chap.  111.  4.)  underftood  Chrift  in 
a  grofs  and  carnal  fenfe,  as  if  he  meant  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  water  of  the  elementary  kind ;  and  therefore 
replied  f ,  Sir,  1  beg,  if  you  are  able,  that  you  would 
let  me  have  fome  of  this  wonderful  water,  that  I  may 
have  no  fun  her  occafion  to  give  myfclf  the  trouble  of 
coming  time  after  time  to  fetch  any  from  this  well. 

16  Our  Lord,  finding  how  her  mind  was  overfpread 
with  ignorance,  ftupidity,  and  infenfibHity  of  her  fpi- 
ritual  wants,  waved  any  farther  explanation  of  his  mea¬ 
ning  about  this  living  water ;  but  proceeded  to  a- 
waken  a  fenfe  of  guilt  in  her  confidence,  and  then  to 
difeover  himfelf  to  her  as  the  Melfiah,  that  the  riches 

of 


NOTES. 

1  Tb\rfiin$  ,r$xh,  and  nct'tr  thbr^ia^  are 
here  to  be  underftood  of  Inch  a  thirft  a, 

Biakrs  oue  faint,  langUTfh,  and  for 


of  fullicbat  relief  ;  as  where  U  is  laid  of  Ifrae^ 
(i/k.  alvitL  ii.)  I'bn  ll}trji%*d  n*ty  vAfn  the 
jLerd  UA  tixm  tlrut^b  ihc  ^riidtrnGfu  i-  *• 

ibou^h  ilicy  were  ve*]T  ihirity,  they  did  not 


pen  It  for  thirft,  being  Tniramloiidy  (applied 
with  vittr,  to  fatUfy  iherr  drought, 
t  She  faM  thii  either  with  fcoraf  as  ftp- 
pofiog  what  he  nrculioued  to  be  ridiculous 
■nd  jnrpoffiblc:  or  with/crioofncft,  as  think¬ 
ing  dtor  he  fpolu  of  fome  unk^pvrn  btocCc 

peruuim^  to  the  body. 


Oubf. 


unto  ha%  Goy  ctB 
tby  hu*hand,ukl 
cumchftbtty 


■H  Ttiewomu 
anTwcred  usd 
tiixd,  1  bm  bq 
hutbtfkL,  Jcfti 
(aid  onto  kcrt 
Thou ■  baft  well 
bid,  '!  haft  no 
httftartd  £ 


JdiIn  p*rapbfa/mL  5®T 

■ 

rf  bf«  grace  might  Be. the  better  underflow!,  s&i'd'  th# 
more  rautd-by  tierr  And  to  in  trod  bee  this  raifiifu^ 
dcfign*  he  faid  to  her,  Gohome*  and  fetch .  youi  hut 
band  to  me*  *  -  ■  *? 

'  17,  The  wonjan,  though  (he  Krtd&dulteroufly  with 
i"lhan^iKnfcW’w«re  her  hu (band,  immediately  repli¬ 
ed,  Why  do  yon  mlh  df  -briuging  hither  my  hufb^ntff 
I  am  a  Angle  perfon,  and  have  none;  rheroby  defignr 
7«g  td  evade  a  difeovery  of  her  reproach,  and  any  fur¬ 
ther  converfatioEt  on  that  head :  But  ifl  ChiiA,  by  his 
1  n  finite  under  Han  dihg^' per  fe£Uy  knew  alHhe  circuits 
ftaactf  of  her  life,  he  anfwered,  What  yon  lay  is  yciy 
true*  ybU  have  indeed  at  prefent  none  that  can'  juftly^ 
he  cralled  yonr  hulband,  frhatfoereryou  may  bare  pjrcr  - 

tended  among  yoar  neighbours*  . . . _ ^  ^  - 

18  For  yon  bare  indeed  had  fucceffivtly  live*,  that 
^rete  your  lawful- hulbnnde;  but  the  man,  with  whom 
you  at  prefent  cohabit,  is  not  fo ;  it  is  an  adulterous" 
life  that  yon  lead  with  him  ;  You  have  therefore  own* 
ed  tbe  real  truth  in  laying  that  you  have  now  no  huf- 
hand.at  ail,  and  yon  have  fo  far  done  well*  - 

ijy  The  woman’s  confcience  being. touched  with  ihU, 
defe  reproof,  and  yet  willing,  as  far  as  poffible  to  IHifr 

it  off,  and  divert  to  another  fubjefl,  (he  replied,  SirV 
as  I  cannorfuppofe  that  any  man  bath  ever  acquainted 
you  with  my  manqer  of  life. all  my  days,  I  ( verily  be¬ 
lieve,  .  by  the  particular  account  you  have  now  given  of 
it,  that  you  are  fome  extraordinary  prophet. 

20  I  would  therefore  gladly  know  what  you  have  to 
fay  upon  a  grand  queftior*  in  debate,  between  the*£a- 
maritam  and. the  Jtwr9  about  th^  w  or  (hip  of  God. 
We,  the  Samaritanjf.  infill  upon  it,  tbit  mount  Gtrt* 
zm  f*  oir  which  our  temple  is  built,  and  which  ia  not 

'  far 

NOTES.- 

9  Sane  fuppofe  Out  fee  hid  boned  five  bad  taken  ftrange  wive*,  to  pot  them  sway, 

-  -  or  to  qtJit  thecohmry  •'  Whwcupoti  Masaf~ 

fiht  being  unwilling  to  part  with  his  wife, 
jtew  to  Samariat  and  wijh  many  others  in 
like  circtunfances,  fettled  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  $anballatt  vho  vw  goTifDor  of  that 
place  i  And  Sa*BaIIatt  tt  his  infliction,  bpilc 
a  temple  on  mount  Gmxm%  like  that  at  J&- 
rttfaicmt  and  in  oppofitMa  to  if  \  and  Aiaw/- 
jfrt  was  (be  bighrprkfi  there..  -  .From  ihit 
time  forward  Samaria  became  the  receptacle. ' 
ofaltdiftonttfuedand  apoftate  J*Test  ami 
bluer  oontcotloiia  were  carried^  on,  from  age  ^ 
to  age,  between  the  two  nation*  shoot  -tfe 
truepkreof  worfldpL.djeJ^r, -hathadiwit  . 
revolted*  pleading  for  Jcnr/aith, « tbe  place  * 
which  God  himftlf  had  cspretsly  appointed 
for  the  temple,  and  hone  need  with  hie  fpeclA 
\  .  prefeicej 


tB  For  ihbd 

haft  had  five  buP 
bonds,  and  he 
whom  thou  now 
haft  is  net*  thy 
husband  1  in  that 
fiidil  thou  truly* 

r 

>0  The  wbm'M 
filth  unto  him. 
Sir,  I  perceive 
tbit  thou  art  a 
prnphtr* 


10  Our  Cabers 
woribtppcd  tn 
mountain  1 
ud 


hu/bam&feccefiivdy ;  Others  that  fee  had  been 
divorced  fittH  fird  for  her  adukerrih  praC- 
tic^jor  had  by  indirect  'means,  contrary  id 
law,  obtained  a  divorce  from  one  or  more  of 
them,  tbat  fee  might  cohabit  wiih  another 
roan,  ■*  ifhc  were  her  hnsbknft?  Bat  1  itthcr 
think  the  (tft  of  thefe  ftppofiriotis  to  bertha 
mofl  probable,  becaufc  Chrift  feems  to  allow 
that  thofirftve  were  bar  kwfol  husbands* 
f  There  was  a  temple  on  mount  Gcrizun, 
and  1  be  aeration  ofboiidhig  It  vuthk*  Sqoa 
after  the  rcballdinttof the  temple  ttjtrttftieim 
voder  Darias  the' Ttrjfcre,  one  qf-thc  fo&s  of 
Jthtiad*  the  high>pne0,  whom  Jtftflm*  cslh 
M**ejfeh%  having  married  the  daughter,  to 
S&nbdihl  the  Hbvdir,  N+kemkkj  lhat  great 

reformer  obliged  all  who,  contrary  M*  ihc  lawT 
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and  ye  fay  that 
la  Jeru&koi  is 
Ch<  place  where 
men  ought  to 

worjfaip. 


it  Jefus  filth 

emu  her*  Wo* 
man,  believe  me, 
the  hour  enmah* 
When  ye  frail  nei¬ 
ther  to  this  moun- 
tain,  nor  jet  at 

icrufalctn  wor- 
ilp  the  Father* 


%%  Y«  worfhip 

ye  know  nut 
What:  we  know 
what  wc  wofihip ! 
for  pitvatioci  it  of 
tbe  Jtwi, 


far  from  this  well,  is  the  place  where  {acrificnand  of¬ 
ferings  are  ro  be  prefrhted  to  the  Lord,  and  onr  anctf- 
tors  have  all  along  ftuclc  to  this  place  of  worfhip;  and 
on  the  other  hand,  ye  the  Jews,  as  eameftly  plead, 
that  Jerufatem  is  the  only  place  where  facrtfices  are  to 
be  offered,  and  praftife  accordingly.  Be  plea  fed  to  in* 
form  me  which  of  ns  are  in  the  right,  and  which  in 
the  wrong. 

it  In  anfwer  to  this,  Jefus  faid  to  her,  Woman,  as 
you  own  me  to  be  a  prophet,  obferve  and  believe  what 
I  am  going  to  fay.  How  important  a  controverfy  foever 
this  has  been  hitherto  between  the  two  nations,  it  will 
foon  be  entirely  pot  to  an  end :  For  ere  long  all  fa  orifi¬ 
ces  themfelves  Avail  be  aholifliedi  and  none  (hall  be  of¬ 
fered  by  any  appointment  of  God  to  bim,  who  is  wor¬ 
shipped  under  the  notion  of  a  Father*,  either  by  you 
at  mount  Gtrizim,  or  by  the  Jews  at  Jerufalem\  and 
then  all  religious  diftinftion  of  places  will  ceafe,  and 
God  may  be  acceptably  worshipped  every  wheTe  alike. 

22  However,  to  come  to  your  point,  I  moil  tell  you, 
that  hitherto  the  Jews  have  been  right,  and  the  Santa* 
ritans  wrong,  as  to  the  place  which  God  had  appointed 
for  offering  sacrifices :  As  for  you  Samaritans^  your  no¬ 
tions  of  God,  and  your  worfhip  of  him  are  corrupted 
by  the  beathenifm  of  your  anceflors,  Who  inrtv  not  the 
manner  of  the  God  of  Ifracl,  (a  Kings  ivii,  26*);  and 
the  homage  you  pay  hum  is  not  according  to  his  infti* 
turion,  but  according  to  your  own  inventions ;  and  fo 
it  is  all  ignorant,  fuperffitious,  random  work,  without 
a  divine  warrant  and  rulef*  But  as  for  us  Jews,  who 
have  the  facrcd  oracles  entire,  have  bad  the  bene¬ 


fit  of  3  fucceffion  of  prophets,  and  pay  our  religious  ho¬ 
mage,  according  to  divine  prefeription,  we  are  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  true  God,  who  is  the  obje£k  of  our  wor- 
lhin  i  and  we  know  where,  and  in  what  manner  it  is 
to  be  performed,  and  upon  what  grounds  we  proceed 
therein  :  For  the  promifes  of  falvation  in  a  particular 
manner  belong  to  the  Jews,  as  his  covenant-people,  the 
means  of  falvation  arc  found  among  them,  and  the  Sa¬ 
viour  bimfclf,  according  to  the  promifes,  proceeds  from 

them, 

NOTES* 


prtfnKt;  and  the  SasMarifans  pleading  that  *  Gtd  and/fo  Father  are  par  prom ifasou fly 
jfbrdham  and  Jacob  Miilt  alters  on  niau.it  lb  this  context  for  each  other,  which  int£ 
Gtriziv*  and  oifered  freri flees  there  long  be-  mates  that  by  the  Father  is  here  meant,  not 
fore  the  temple  w*t  Unit  at  Jint/aitm  ]  that  the  firll  Fcrfou  in  the  Trinity  only,  but  the 
God  himJcJf  ha]  appointed  mount  Qenzim  Divine  Beinfl, 

(DtuT.  xxvJL  i  a.)  for  Uefling  ih*  people;  f  And  fctne  hate  thought  that  the  £mrri- 
and  chit  J'jjbim  had  built  an  altar  there ;  for  hut  flail  continued  to  worfbip  the  tn»  God, 
thefuppufl  of  which  notion  they  bad  cot  nipt-  rather  as  a  local  deity,  like  the  godi  of  the 
cd  their  copy  of  (lie  pcntaUDcL  Sec  Frid.  heathens  round  about  them,  tbia  u  the  God 
J>/-  I.  f,  4a  i,  ■  of  the  whole  uafrtrl& 


Cb.  iv. 


But  the 
hour  Cometh,  and 
po»  ly,  vticn  the 
tree  warlMppen 
(ball  worttnpthc 
Father  In  fpirit 
and  !n  truth ;  Cut 
the  Father  feck- 
etfa  iucb  to  wer* 

Clip  btOK 


&4  God  u  a 
Spirit*  and  they 
that  wnrftiip  him 
mull  wuriliip  him 
in  fpirit  and  m 
truths 


The  vomm 
faith  unto  himt 
1  know  that  Mtf- 
fia*  oraieth  T 
which  is  called 
Chrifl:  when  fie 
is  come  he  will 
tell  US  all  thing*. 


ad  Jefus  faith 
u&to  hert  1  that 

fpcak  unto  thcc 
m  hu 


a,  And  upon 
this  came  hi*  dif- 

riples, 

r 
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them,  and  comes  fir  ft  of  all  to  blefs  them,  in  taming 
them  from  their  iniquities* 

33  Bur  the  time  is  juft  at  hand,  when,  under  a  new 
difpenfation  of  grace,  the  worlhip  of  God  (hall  be  no 
longer  performed  by  burm-offe rings  and  facrifices,  nor 
falvarion  be  reftrained  to  the  7rwj,  as  has  been  the  cafe 
hitherto;  but  the  acceptable  worfhippers  of  the  Divine 
Being,  wbo  is  tbe  common  Father  of  alt  mens  fpirits, 
as  well  as  the  peculiar  Covenant-Father  ol  bis  people, 
are  thofc  who,  wherever,  orof  what  nation  foever  they 
be,  ferve  him,  not  in  ceremonial  obfervances,  but  in 
fpiritual  ordinances,  with  their  whole  hearts,  in  an  ex* 
ercife  of  fpiritual  graces,  and  by  the  aid  and  influenca 
of  bis  Spirit,  according  to  bis  own  appointment ;  For 
God  requires,  owns,  and  approves  of  fucb  worfliippers: 
and  though  the  number  of  them  is  fmall,  he  will  form 
and  find  fucb  as  tbefe  by  the  grace  of  that  difpenfation, 
which  is  already  begun  to  be  fee  up,  and  (hail  hereafter 
mightily  prevail  in  the  world. 

24  For  God  is  an  io finitely  pure  and  perftd  Spirit,  an 
incorporeal,  in vilible,  intelligent,  free,  and  attive  Be¬ 
ing,  poflefled  of  all  poffible  perfections  ;  and  therefore 
they  that  would  wodhip  him  acceptably,  and  fuitablcto 
his  fpiritual  nature,  mu  ft  worihip  him  after  a  fpiritual 
manner,  in  the  fincerity  of  their  fouls,  and  with  be¬ 
lieving,  fpiritual,  and  holy  dtfpofiuons,  by  the  affiftance 
of  his  Spirit,  and  in  conformity  to  his  revealed  will* 

2$  The  p  woman  having  nothing  to  objeft  a  pain  ft  this' 
anfwer,  and  yet  not  being  fully  fatisfied  with  it,  replied. 
How  far  what  you  fay  may  be  true,  1  am  not  able4 to 
determine ;  but  I  am  perfwaded  that,  according  to  the 
general  expectation  of  this  age,  among  the  Samaritans 
as  well  as  Jruu,  tbe  Mefliah,  who  is  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence  called  the  Anointed,  is  juft  ready  to  appear;  and 
when  be  comes,  he  will  certainly  adjuftall  our  difputes, 
clear  up  our  doubts,  and  give  us  a  per  fed  revelation 
of  God’s  mind  and  will  about  thefe  things. 

26  She  being  thus  brought  to  exp  refs  her  faith  in  the 
Mcffiab,  as  ready  to  appear,  and  her  willi  ngnefs  to  re¬ 
ceive  inftrutHon  from  him,  Jefris  took  that  opportunity 
to  manifeft  himfdf  to  her,  laying,  1  allure  you  that  the 
M$ffiah,  'whom  you  expeft,  is  already  come  ;  and  you 
now  fee  and  converfe  with  him  :  For  1,  who  have  been 
talking  in  this  dole  and  convincing  manner,  to  you, 
am  he* 

2j  Immediately  upon  this,  tbe  difciplts  returned 
from  tbe  city,  where  they  had  been  to  buy  provifions, 
[ver*  8.),  add  they,  being  under  the  power  of  narional 

prtjudicea 
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and  mar- 
vclU  tbt  he 
blkrj  with  tlie 
mom)*  ytc  no 
man  frid,  Wh*c 
Jrfked  ftuu  ?  or, 
Why  taikefl  thou 
with  her# 


prejudices)  were  much  amazed  to  find  him  difeourfing 
in  lb*  friendly  a  manner,  as  he  teemed  to  be,  with  a 
poor  ordinary  woman  of  Samaria :  However)  fuch  was 
their  reverence  of  their  Lord,  and  fatisfaftion  in  what- 
foever  he  thought  fit  to  do,  that-  none  of  them  durft 
find  any  fault  with  hint)  qr  afk  him  what  he  wanted 
of  that  woman  i  or  why  be  fo  freely  converted  with 
her  ? 


1 9  The  Toman  28  Our  Lord  having  fo  exprefsly,  and  with  fuch  con- 
tlu-n  left  her «-  vincing  evidence)  told  this  woman  of  his  being  the 

tar  fauTthe  Chrift)  and  the  conference  between  him  and  her  break* 
city,  and  liiih  10  iog  off  by  his  difdples  coming  up  to  them)  fhe  in  the 
th«  awn,  greatnefs  of  her  joy  and  zeal  to  make  him  known  to 

others)  ran  back  to  the  city  in  great  hafte,  leaving  her 
water-pot  behind  her  j* ;  and  in  a  fort  of  rapture  laid 
to  all  fhe  met  with  ; 

19  Come,  lee  29  I  bring  you  blefled  tidings  of  the  Mcfliah,  whom 
g  m*ti  whkh  told  we  are  all  expe&ing  ns  juft  ready  to  appear  ;  1  have 

^tr'fdld'  ^Vcot  certainly  had  a  long  converfation  with  hini)  in  which 
this  the  tirifl,?  he,  though  a  ftranger,  told  me  abundance  of  fuch  fe- 

cret  pafTages  in  my  life,  and  imprefled  a  fenfc  of  them 
with  fuch  power  upon  my  conscience)  as  I  am  very  fure 
none  but  the  Melfialrhimfclf  could  do :  I  am  therefore 


30  Then  they 
went  our  of  the 
ciry,  and  came 
unto  hlni* 


'  jt  In  the  mean 

vhik  hh  dir- 

eiple*  prayed 
him*  faying  Ma¬ 
tter*  ear. 


jt  But  he  fbid 

onto 


fully  convinced  that  this  is  he,  as  he  himfetf  litewife 
told  me :  However,  do  not  tske  my  word  for  it  j  but 
come  along  with  me,  and  1  will  conduct:  you  to  him, 
that  ye  yourfclves  may  talk  with  him,  and  judge  whi¬ 
ther  fuch  an  extraordinary  perfon  as  this  be  not  the  Ch rift- 

30  Upon  this  furprizing  report,  though  made  by  fo 
intonfiderable,  infamous  and  unlikely  a  woman,  mul- 
tudes  of  the  citizens  readily  wetir  with  her  to  fee  and 
talk  with  Jefue,  that  they  might  fatisfy  themfelves  con* 
cerning  hiijiv 

31  While  the  woman  was  gone  to  call  her  neighbours, 
and  Jefufi  and  his  difciples  were  alone,  he  feemed  fo 
far  to  forget  his  wearinefs  and  want  of  food,  as  to  dif- 
cover  no  inclination  to  eat ;  and  therefore  they  impor¬ 
tuned  him  to  it,  faying,  Mailer,  we  beg  that  you  would 
ptcafe  to  leireflt  jourfeif  with  the  provtGons  we  have 
brought,  after  your  long  falling,  and  great  fatigue  in 
your  journey  hither. 

32  Uur,  his  heart  being  feLupon  the  good  work  that 

lay 

N  o  T  £  s* 


*  Pofljbly  at  their  Coming  up,  they  beard 

him  fkyinjj  to  her,  I  th-rt  fptak  auto  ilce  am 
if :  If  lb,  it  pilcht  inenaii  their  umoder  to 
rhinkthat  bo  Ibould  make  hirofiJf  k«o*n 
’with  greater  opentid*  and  freedom  to  hu, 
Out\  he  was  wont  to  do  to  the  Jr*n  theta* 
fcWc. 


f  Site  left  her  water- pot,  either  as  not 
thinking  or  it,  or  nut  willing  to  la  cum  her 
heriell  withic,  or  ?c  ddigoing  thar  Chrlft 
ibouhl  make  as  much  ufe  of  it  as  he  might 
have  OtCufeja  ior  in  tier  ubicece* 

1 


Ch.  iv. 

■ 

Ditto  them,  I 
have  meat  to  cat 
that  ye  know  not 
ol* 


33  Therefore 
fold  the  difctplcv 

one  to  another. 
Hath  any  man 
brought  bim  ottgbi 


to  Clt, 


34  JcAk  faith 
pato  them,  My 
meat  is  to  do 
the  Kill  of  him 
that  font  me,  and 
tufidifhhiswotk,, 


31  Say  not  ye. 
There  we  yet 
four  months,  and 
thee  cometb  lar¬ 
val  ?  behold*  I 

fuf  unto  yon, 
Jiift  up  your 
eyes,  and  look  on 
the  fields  t  for 
they  are  white  al¬ 
ready  to  h  amD, 


5#  And  he  that 
Itapcth 
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lay  before  him,  he  replied,  I  have  much  heitcir  food  to 
eat  than  yours,  which  ye  little  think  of ;  mean  in  7,  that 
the  great  bufinefs  he  bad  begun,,  and  was  going  further 
to  engage  in,  for  the  fa  1  ration  of  the  Samaritans  fouls, 
by  bringing  them  to  know  and  believe  in  him,  was  m- 
eipreffibly  more  defir  able,  entertaining,  and  delightful 
to  bis  mind,  than  the  mo  ft  neceflary  and  agreeable  re- 
pa  ft  .could  be  to  his  body,  though  he  were  ever  fo 

hungry. 

33  His  difei  pies  not  under  (landing  what  he  meant, 
but  fuppoftng  that  he  fpoke  of  corporal  food,  faid  in  a 
fort  of  furptize  one  to  another:  What J.  has  this  wo¬ 
man,  or  fome  other  perfon  privately  brought  him  any 
provifions,  while  we  were  gone  to  huy  fome?  what 
meat  is  this  that  he  fpeaks  of  ? 

34  Jefns  knowing  how  they  miftoOk  him,  and  what 
they  wbifpered  among  themfelves,  correded  their  error, 
faying  to  them,  The  meat  I  fpake  of  is  not  of  a  corpo¬ 
ral,  but  of  a  fpiritual  nature,  and  is  to  be  uhderftood 
in  a  figurative  fenfe :  What  I  mean  by  it  is  this  j  No 
gratification  of  the  mo  ft  hungry  appetites  of  the  body 
can  afford  me  fo  mucb  fatisfa&ion,  as  I  find  in  fulfill¬ 
ing,  that  fpecial  wilt  of  my  heavenly  Father,  for  which 
he  fent  me  into  the  world,  and  fent  me  hither,  hy 
bringing  about  the  converfion  of  thefe  Samaritans . 

3$  Then,  to  explain  himfelf  (Hi!  further,  he  added. 
Is  not  this,  literally  fpeaking,  the  feed-time,  in  which 
the  hufbl'adman  is  towing  his  corn,  and  from  which 
ye  commonly  reckon  four  mortihs  before  the  harvelt  will 
come,  when  He  hopes  to  reap  the  fruit  of  his  labour  ? 
And  do  not  even  tbis  diftant  profpeft  make  him  dili¬ 
gent,  and  give  him  a  great  deal  of  pit aflire,  in  calling 
bis  feed  into  tbe  earth  ?  But,  faid  he,  (the  Samaritans 
juft  then  appearing,  and  flocking  toward  him)  Behold  1 
the  fpiritual  harveft  of  fouls,  which  lyes  before  me,  is 
much  nearer  at  hand :  I  have  no  fooner  begun  to  (ow 
by  the  conyerfation  I  had  with  the  woman,  wno  is  juft 
gone  from  me,  but  1  am  ready  to  reap  j  and  to  allude 
to  the  white  appearance 'of  the  corn*  fields  when  harveft 
is  near  at  hand,  look  yonder,  (pointing  to  the  Samari¬ 
tans,)  fee  what  vaft  crowds  are  coming  out  of  the  town, 
many  of.  which  (hall  foon,  by  means  of  my  preaching, 
believe  and  be  gathered  in  to  me  :  The  convening  of 
thefe  is  that  neceflary  and  important  bufmefs,  which  I 
take  fo  great  delight  in. 

36  And  this  is  a  fpecimen  of  the  pleafant  work,  in 

which  ye  (hall  be  employed,  The  time  is  now  at  hand 

for  gathering  in  of  people  unto  the  pronmed  Shiloh  5 

and 
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mpetb  cvceiftfh 

and  la- 
ihcrtfh  fruit  un* 
E4  life  eternal  t-' 
that  both  be  that 
fbvAh,  and  he 
that  reapefh  may 
sluice  together* 


37  And  herein 
is  that  faying 
true,  Onefovrth, 
and  another  reap- 
tfh* 


j9  I  fmt  you 
to  reap  that 
vhenon  ye  bc~ 
flowed  no  labour* 
other  men  la¬ 
boured,  and  ye 
are  entered  into 
their  labours 


and  as  the  labourer,  who  fows  and  reaps,  receives  a  re 
ward  from  his  mafter,  fo  (ball  ye  from  tbe  Lord  of  this 
harveft  :  He  will  own  you,  and  give  you  a  noble  ttjf- 
fa&ion  in  the  very  fervice  itfelf ;  and  hereafter  ye  (hall 
reap  the  mod  precious  fruits  of  it,  in  the  eternal  61ta» 
tion  of  your  own  and  their  fouls,  that  (halt  be  convert¬ 
ed  by  your  misiftry:  And  then  both  ye,  and  all  the  an¬ 
cient  prophets, and  John  tbe  Baptifiy  yea,  and  tbe  Lord 
of  the  ha-' veil  himfelf,  who  have  gone  before  you  in 
fo  wing  the -good  feed  of  the  word,  (hall  rejoice  together 
io  tbe  mimoerlels  fouls  that  (hall  be  gathered  to  him, 
and  they  lb  all  be  your  joy,  and  crown  of  rejoicing,  in 
tbe  day  of  bis  glorious  appearing,  (i  Tbef.  ii.  19.) 

37  And,  for  your  greater  comfort  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  I  tell  you,  that  the  common  proverb.  One  firwt, 
and  another  reapSy  (hall  be  remarkably  verified,  to  your 
advantage,  in  the  great  fucceCe  of  your  labours,  for 
which  both  I  and  my  fcrvants,  who  prophefted  of  me, 
have  prepared  the  way  by  our  preceding  miniilradons* 

38  I  am  about  to  fend  you  («*»*«*»}  with  a  com- 
mi  (lion  to  preach  the  gofpcl ;  and  when  yc  go  into  one 
place  and  another,  ye  (hall  be  the  reapers  of  this  fptri- 
tual  harveft,  which  was  fovn  by  <others,  and  is  now 
ripened  for  yon  to  gather  it  with  richer  abundance, 
than  either  I  by  my  perfonal  miniftry,  or  any  of  my  for¬ 
mer  for  vanes  by  tneir  preaching,  ever  did  before  you. 
So  that  ye  will  have  the  advantage  and  tbe  increafe  of 
all  preceding  labours,  as  well  as  of  your  own,  and  be 
in  ft  rumen  13  of  perfecting  tbe  blefled  work,  which  they 
only  began  to  the  eonverfion  and  falvation  of  multitudes 
of  fouls*. 


39  And  many 
flf  the  Samaritans 
of  that  city  he- 
lifted  w  him, 
for  the  faying  of 
t  he  woman  t 
wfnch  trill  tied  , 
He  told  me  «U 
that  ever  I  did. 

40  So,  when 
the  Samaritans 

WttC 


39  But,  (*)  to  return,  the  Samaritans  of  Sychar  ha¬ 
ting  heard  the  amazing  account  that  the  woman  gave 
of  Chrift’s  divine  knowledge,  and  of  the  power  with 
which  his  words  came  to  her  heart,  and  of  the  decla¬ 
ration  he  made  to  her  concerning  bimfrlf^  many  of 
them  were  wrought  upon,  by  means  of  her  tefttmony* 
to  believe  that  he  realty  was  the  true  Mefliah,  who  they 
expeded  would  foon  appear  in  the  world. 

40  And  this  faith  of  theirs  had  fuch  an  cffefl  upon 

them,  though  they  were  SamaritanSt  that  they  batten¬ 
ed 


NOTE. 

*  A*  the  vriringg  of  the  prophn*,  litc  tlic  ^vi;  SothMitimberof  ooomin  2 

E^earhinjr  of  Jeb/t  iff  Baptifiy  and  of  cur  l-*nd  years*  under  the  miniftry  of  the  apojtks, 
iitifelf,  laid  the  foundation  of  tho  nmocroiu  vaftiy  exceeded  all  that  had  been  made  for 
conversion*  tlut  were  made  by  the  miniftry  many  tge»  before,  under  the  miniftry  of  die 
of  tbe  tpoftlesamongjnifj  uid  311H  prophets*  and  of  Tffirt  tbr  ifdjMr/h  and  of 

had  facilitated  their  work,  and  in  a  manner  Ckrift  hioUelf* 
half  done  it  to  thdr  baod3}  djicdalty  among 
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were  come  unto 
EiU&t  they  be* 
fou^k  him  that 
he  would  tarry 

with  than) :  and 
he  abode  there 
two  days. 


41  And  many 
more  believed  he* 
lieved  because  of 
his  own  word ; 


4a  And  fa  id 
unto  the  woman. 
Now  we  bdfcvc, 
itot  becaufe  of 
thy  frying:  for 

we  hate  heard 
him  ourieivea , 
and  know  that 
this  n  indeed  the 
Chrift,  the  #avf* 
uur  of  the  world* 


+ 

ed  with  great  defir e,  to  converfe  with  him  themfelves ; 
and  when  they  came  to  him,  they  were  fo  feffeded  with 
what  they  few  and  heard,  that  they  laid  aGdc  their  pre¬ 
judices  againft  him,  as  a  Jnv,  and  earaeftly  entreated 
him  to  go  into  their  city,  and  continue  for  feme  time 
at  leaft  with  them,  that  they  might  (hew  .him  tokens 
of  refpeft,  and  receive  his  heavenly  inftruflions  about 
their  own  (alvation :  And  as  he  is  good  to  the  fouls 
thatfeek  him,  fo  he  went  into  their  city,  and  (laid  two 
days  preaching  to  them,  and  thereby  giving  an  earned 
of  his  mercy  to  the  Gentiles.  * 

41  And,  whilft  be  was  at  that  place,  many  others, 
who  were  not  convinced  by  the  woman’s  tettimony, 
were  brought  to  believe  in  him,  when  they  themfelves 
came  to  bear  bis  excellent  doftrine,  and  feel  die  power 
of  his  grace  upon  their  own  hearts  *. 

42  And  both  the  frefh  converts,  and  thole  that  had 
before  believed  upon  the  woman’s  report,  (aid  to  her. 
Now  our  faith  is  not  founded  upon  your  tettimony ;  For 
we  ourfelves  have  heard  fucb  divine  and  important 
things  from  Jefus,  and  they  have  come  with  fuch  evi¬ 
dence  and  authority  to  our  minds  a  ad  conferences,  as 
fully  allure  us,  that  he  is  in  truth  the  promtfed  and 
long-looked-For  Mefliab,  even  the  Saviour,  whom  we, 
as  welt  as  the  Jews,  may  claim  an  interett  in,  and  in 
whom,  as  God  promt  fed  to  our  Father  Abraham,  all 
nations  (hall  be  b1efled+ 


4)  Non  after  43  Now  when  he  had  fpent  two  days  at  the  city  of 
c«ro  days  he  dc-  Sycbar,  preaching  and  converting  many  there,  he  pur- 

^*s  intended  journey  from  thence  to  Galilee  ;  hut 
M  ’  declined  going  to  Nazareth,  where  he  was  brought  up, 

and  which  lay  in  that  country. 

44  For  Tcfiis  44  For  as  be  bimfelf  had  declared  $,  when  at  the  be- 
him  rdf  [defied  ginning  of  bis  miniitry  he  preached  there.  Even  a  true 

h»h  n  IhoMw  proper,  who  really  comes  with  a  meflage  from  God, 
in  bb  ovn  *s  neverthefcfs  feldom  efieemed  and  regarded  among  his 
uj.  former  acquaintance,  with  whom  he  was  brought  up  in 

low 


NOTES. 

*  ft  does  not  appear  that  he  wrought  aay  See  the  note  on  th&p*  iii*  rtf. 

*  miracles  here :  But  the  hlcfled  dTcS  of  his  £  He  laid  this  with  refjpe#  to  Naianth  ; 
preaching  to  this  people  w*f  furpiifmg ;  and  (Luke  tv.  id,*— *4.)  and  we  are  told,  (  M sffA, 
he  can  as  effectually  convert  the  word  Gn-  \y„  i*>  13-)  that  at  bis  coming  into  GaAft^ 
nan,  and  the  moft  unlikely  to  be  wrought  when  he  heard  of  Jefot’s  being  cal>  into  pri- 
upon,  without  miracles,  as  with  them,  when-  foil,  he  leaving  Natmtb  went  and  dwelt  in. 
ever  he  pleafes  n>  fee  home  his  word  with  Cafieraam:  ttajeis  wotiippofeourEvaiieclift 
power  upon  their  hearu  ■  but  without  this*  to  refer  to  his  not  going  thither,  it  will  bo 
the  greiceft  of  all  minda  will  hate  no  h-  very  difficult  to  make  out  the  comieAinn  of 
ving  etofc.  this  with  the  foregoing  mfe  i  but  upon  this 

f  That  tht  wW  tn  this  place,  as  veil  liippofitioD  it  Aatidscefy  and  plain  thus,  lie 
as  in  many  others,  is  only  made  ofe  of  went  into  feme  parrs  of  Gafsk ,  btit  iilH  in 
to  comprehend  Gem rf«  as  well  as  Jem*  to  the  town  of  Nsztntk 


3*4 


The  BvaagrB/t  John  paraphrafed. 


nCb.  ir 


4S  Then,  whn 
tic  come  into 
Galilee,  the  Ga- 
Kkvs  received 
him,  having  (eta 
all  the  dung*  that 
he  did  at  Jerafr* 

hm  at  the  fcaft  ; 
for  they  abb  vent 
unto  the  £*aJl. 


4d  So  Jefnt 
came  again  into 
Cana  of  Galilee, 
where  he  made 
the  water  wine* 
And  there  was  a 
a  certain  noble¬ 
man,  whofc  Ton 
waafick  at  Caper¬ 
naum* 

47  When  he 
heard  that  Jefu* 
war  come  out  of 

£lca  into  Gafi- 
,  he  went  unto 
him,  and  bcftwgh  t 
]iim  that  he 
would  *  come 
down,  and  heal 
his  Ton:  for  he 
Vu  at  the  point 
of  death. 


■ 

48  Then  faid 
Jcfitf  unto  him, 
Except  ye  lee 
fiifiis  and  won¬ 
ders*  ye  u  ill  dm 
btikvT. 


4$  The  noble 


man 


low  life,  sod  who  are  apt  to  form  their  opinion  of  him 
by  what  they  have  all  along  known  of  his  family,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  circum  fiances,  in  the  world,  rather  than  by 
the  plain* A  evidence  of  his  eminent  qualifications,  and 
divine  authority. 

45  Therefore,  palling  by  Nazareth ,  he  went  into  o* 
titer  pans  of  Galilee,  and  many  of  the  people  therejoy- 
fully  entertained  him,  becaule  they  had  before  been 
much  aflfe&ed  with  his  do&rine  and  miracles,  which 
they  had*eard  and  feen  at  JerufaUm,  when  they  were 
la  ft  there  to  celebrate  the  paflbver;  {chap.  ii.  23.).  For 
it  was  their  conftant  enftom  to  go  up  to  that  city  every 
year,  at  the  time  of  that  foletnnity,  in  obedience  to 
God’s  command. 

46  So  Jcfus,  finding  that  there  was  work  for  him  to 

do,  went  and  preached  in  feveral*  towns  and  villages  in 
that  country;  and  among  others,  he  again  vi filed  that 
Cana,  which  lay  in  Galilee,  where  fome  time  before  he 
had  miraculoufly  turned  water  into  wine,  {chap.  it.  11.) : 
And  during  his  abode  at  this  place,  there  was  cue  of 
■Herwft  nohles  *,  whofe  fon  lay  tick  at  Capernaum. 

47  And  this  man,  great  as  he  was,  and  that  in  a 
wicked  court,  having  heard  of  the  fame  of  Jefus,  and 
of  his  being  come  out  of  Judea  into  thofe  parts  of  Ga¬ 
lilee,  was  fo  concerned  for  his  fon,  and  bad  fo  much 
faith  in  the  power  of  Cbrift,  that  he  took  a  journey,  of 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Capernaum  to  Cana ,  to  pay  his 
refpe£b  per  fon  ally  to  him :  And  when  he  faw  him,  he 
humbly  begged  with  great  earneftnefs,  that  he  would 
plcafe  to  go  home  with  him,  and  work  a  cure  upon  his 
ton,  whofe  difeafe  was  fo  defperate,  that  at  his  Father’s 
leaving  him,  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  dead  child,  paft 
.hope  of  recovery  by  any  human  means  w  hat  foe  re  r. 

48  Hereupon  our  bleffed  Lord  faid  to  him  f,  I  plain* 
ly  perceive  how  it  is  with  you  Galileans :  Though  my 
do&rjues  and  behaviour  be  ever  fo  heavenly  and  holy  ; 
and  many  of  you  have  feen  my  miracles  at  Jeru/alem, 
(wr.  45.}  yet  ye  will  not  believe  in  me,  as  the  Sama¬ 
ritans  did  upon  heating  my  difeourfes,  [vtr.  42.)  un- 
lefs  ye  fee  my  divine  power  exerted  in  performing  fome 
wonderful  works  in  your  own  country. 

49  The  royal  courtier  nevertheless  pe  Hi  fled  in  his 

humble 

NOTES. 

tiers,  uko  had  received  good  impreJEocu  from 

Je ha  the  tajjniflry, 

f  ChrHVfi  frying  this  to  Mm,  together  »iiii 
the  reft  of  the  company,  intimites  that  b.c 
m  a 


*  This  nobleman  ftcnwtoJwvebeeo  either 
CSjrnr,  Hcrif*  toward,  mentioned  Lnkt  viii. 
3.  or  dfr  Mariaftot  who  bad  been  brought 
ii r>  with  Htrsd,  mentioned  Jffis  xiii*  it  But 
whether  ha  were  fo  or  not,  it  is  probable  that 
be  an  HtruHat/,  and  one  of  Kfrafs  cour- 


a.  U. 

suo  fifth  unto 
him,  Sir*  crac 
down  ere  my 

child  die. 


The  Evangelifi  John  paraplrafei. 


3*5 


jo  Tefni  filth 
umo  him.  Go 
thy  way  ;  thy  fen 
liverh.  And  the 
man  believed  the 
word  that  Jefoi 
had  fpoken  unco 
h  im,  and  be  went 
his  iray* 


■ 

humble'  addrefe  to  Cbrift,  faying,  Lord,  as  I  believe 
thou  couldfl  beal  my  child,  were  thou  frith  him,  1  beg 
that  thou  wouldft  go  along  with  me  now  without  delay, 
left  he  be  dead,  and  pad  any  poflihle  recovery  he  fore  wc 
get  to  him, 

50  Jdiis,  to  honour  the  faith  of  this  nobleman,  and 
to  help  its  infirmity  in  thinking  that  Chrift’s  cor  pond 
prefence  was  neceflary  to  the  cure,  intimated  to  him, 
that  he  had  power  in  himfelf  to  heal  his  Con  in  an  io» 
fUnt,  by  a  mere  a£t  of  his  will,  wherever  he  was,  fay¬ 
ing,  Depart  in  peace ;  I  now  at  this  diftance  reftore 
ycur  fen  to-  health,  and  adore  you  that  he  is  alive  and 
well :  Upon  this,  the  faith  of  the  child’s  father  was  lb 
ft  lengthened,  that  he  depended  on  Chrift’s  word,  and 
went  home  to  fee,  and  rejoice  in  the  happy  event. 

5 1  And,  whilfl:  he  was  on  his  journey  back  to  Caper* 
naum ,  fome  of  bis  fervants,  who  were  lent  to  acquaint 
him  .with  the  good  news,  met  him  on  the  road,  and 
told  hint  that  his  Ion  was  perfe&ly  well  again. 

51  Then,  lot  the  further  confirmation  of  his  faith, 
he  ordered  them  to  tell  him  exafHy  at  what  time  bis 
Ion  began  to  grow  better,  fuppofing  that  the  di  (temper 
went  off  by  degrees:  And  tbey  replied,  that  be  did  not 
gradually  recover,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes  ;  hut  that, 
to  their  joyful  furprize,  the  fever  left  him  all  at  once, 
and  he'  became  perfeGIy  well  in  an  inftant  the  laft 
night,  as  near  as  they  could  remember,  at  feven  o’clock. 
(See  die  note  on  chap.  i.  39.) 

53  Hereupon,  the  nobleman  rccolle&ing  the  precife 
time  when  Jefus  faid  to  him.  Tby  foa  Uveih ,  found 
that,  at  that  very  inftant,  his  fon  was  fuddenly  and  mi- 
raculoufly  healed  $  and  be  believed  that  Jefos,  who 
could  work  fuch  a  miracle,  afar  off,  as  well  as  near  at 
band,  was  the  true  Mefliah :  And  when,  upon  coming 
home,  be  few  that  his  dear  child,  whom  he  left  at  the 
point  of  death,  was  indeed  reftorod  to  a  ftate  of  perfect 
health,  and  when  he  and  the  eye-witnefies  of  the  reco¬ 
very  had  compared  notes  about  it,  his  own  faith  was  ftill 
further  eftahlifhed  j  and  all  his  family,  after  bis  exam¬ 
ple,  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus. 

54  This  was  the  fccond  miracle  that  Jeliis  wrought 
in  Galilee,  upon  his  coming  out  of  Judea  into  that  coun¬ 
try,  where  he  had  been  feme  months  before  at  Cana, 
and  turned  water  into  wine.  (Chap.  ii.  7, — 11.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Into  what  a  low  and  humble  ftate  did  our  bleflcd  Lord  eome !  How  was  be  fiir- 
rounded  with  troubles  and  dangers,  and  denied  the  refreftuneat  of  a  little  add 
water !  What  tdilfome  journies  did  hi  take  on  fcot !  and  how,  being  a  man 

made 


jt  And,  at  be 

nt  now  going 
down.hisl’trvaiTO 
(Ml  him,  sod 
uiLtiim,  Crying, 
Thy  ion  iiveth. 

51  Then  en¬ 
quired  be  of 
them  die  hour 
when  he  began 
to  amend:  and 
they  laid  unto 
him  ,  Yeftcntay 
w  the  fereub 
hour  the  lever 
left  him. 

j)  So  the  fa¬ 
ther  knew  that  it 
vm  at  the  fame 

hoar  in  the  which 
Jdiu  laid  unto 
him,  Thy  ion  li* 
veth:  and  htm- 

IHf  believed,  and 

hit  whole  houft. 


Thil  is  a. 
gain  ,ihe  Tecood 
miiadc'tiiif  jefot 

did,  when  he  was 
come  out  of  Ju¬ 
dea  into  Galilee. 


316  73*  Evangelift  John  paraphrafed*  Cb*  iv* 

made  like  unto  bid  brethren,  did  he  fuffcr  wearinefe,  hunger,  and  tfairft !  How 
laborious  was  be  in  his  work,  letting  us  an  example !  and  how  docs  Providence 
fubfervt  the  dcfign  of  bis  grace,  by  throwing  things  into  fach  a  conrfc,  as  is 
ueceflary  for  meeting  with  the  appointed  object  of  laving  mercy!  and  when  he 
meets  with  them,  how  tenderly,  and  yet  how  dofely  does  he  .deal  with  their  con* 
fdences ;  and  what  a  glorious  harveft  of  fouls  doth  be  gather  to  himfelf !  When 
once  they  are  brought  in  eameft  to  inquire  after  him,  he  will  gracioofly  afford 
them  his  prefence,  and  will  manifeft  himfelf  to  them,  that  they  may  have  an  ex* 
perimental  acquarotaoce  with  him,  which  is  beft  of  alb  And  0  what  a  free  and 
rich  gift  of  God,  in  preference  to  all  others,  is  Chrift  in  himfelf,  and  in  the 
efteem  of  them  that  favingiy  know  him,  though  they  were  naturally  ignorant  of 
him,  and  much  more  defiroui  of  temporal  advantages,  than  of  the  fpi ritual 
bieffings  that  come  along  with  him.  But  O  amazing  condefcenfion  and  grace, 
that  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  will  feek  worshippers  among  fuch  carnal  creatures  as 
we  are  l  And  blefTed  be  hitnatne  that  he  mil  accept  of  $ofpe]*worfhipt  without 
dlftiadtion  of  places,  where- ever  rt  is  performed  in  fpint  and  in  truth.-**  What 
delight  docs  our  Lord  Jefu  stake  in  glorifying  his  Father,  and  doing  good  to  ta* 
mortal  fouls !  and  what  abundant  encouragement  have  his  tenant*  to  go  on  with 
his  woTk  1  They,  like  their  blcfled  Saviour,  ftaH  be  received  by  fome,  while 
they  are  reje&ed  by  others :  The  pains  of  thofe,  that  have  gone  before  them, 
preps  re  their  way,  and  make  their  work  the  eafier  to  them  *  and  after  they  them* 
ftlm  are  dead  and  gone,  many  ihall  reap  the  advantage  of  the  feed  they 
fowed  among  them :  Their  labour  is  indeed  great*  like  that  of  (owing  and  reap* 
ing  ^  but  they  (ball  have  the  pleafure  of  being  inftromental  in  gathering  fouls  to 
Chnft,  and  fh alt  receive  a  glorious  reward,  to  their  everlafting  joy.  But,  alas ! 
how  do  prejudices  again  ft  the  miniftry  we  fit  under,  hinderour  profiting  by  it ! 
It  is  well  form,  if  affliAtong  themfolves  arc  fimftified,  as  means  of  bringing  us, 
like  Herod's  courtier,  to  Chrift;  he  will  then  give  us  the  de  fires  of  our  hearts, 
and  even  exceed  our  faith  and  hope,  an d  ftiH  further  confirm  them  in  him*  Hap* 
py  the  ^rcat  men  and4 nobles  of  the  earth,  that  are  brought  to  know  and 
believe  in  jefus,  for  the  faving  of  tbeir  fouls.  And  happy  matters  of  fami* 
lies,  whofc  faith  is  followed  by  aU  that  are  hi  thdr  houfes,  and  who,  *  by 
comparing  experiences  with  them,  gain  ftrength  and  eftabliibment  in  their 
fpirit ual  concerns  !  Whenever  Chrift  difptays  his  power  and  goudnefs  in  thefe, 
or  any  other  inftancea,  how  Jhould  we  record  it  to  his  praife,  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  our  own  and  others  fouls. 


-CHAP.  V* 

Chrift  cures  a  man  on  the  fabbatfadajy  who  lay  at  the  pool  of  Betbefday 
ami  had  bun  lame  tbirty-cigbt  yearsy  t, — y.  The  Jews  quarrel  about 
if,  10, — 1 6.  Chrift  vindicates  himfelf  by  after  ting  bis  own  divine 
character  as  the  Son  of  Codf  17,-31.  Proves  this  fa  the  tejlimony 
of  John  the  Bapttfty  of  his  own  miracles ,  of  his  Father *  and  of  the 
Old  Tcftanunt-feripturesi  3  a*— 39.  And  charges  the  Jews  with  va¬ 
rious  faults  which  they  were  guilty  (fy  40* — 47# 

Text.  PARAPHRASE. 

faS”  A  our  Me®  d  Sav  iour  had  healed  the  nobleman*s 

the  jm%odje*  ^  fon  in  GaHleey  one  of  the  annual  fcafU  *  returned, 

fas  at 

NOTE. 

*  It  Is  highly  probable  that  this  feaft  vat  fecund,  En  this  place,  or  no  w  here:  The  third, 
the  paflover  X  for  it  fenos  that  the  evangdift  b  chap,  vi  4.  (fee  the  oore  ihncj  and  the 
partkularLy  recited  the  four  paflbwjrs,  fourth,  in  chap.  xlH,  1,  Vid.  Light f.  ffer* 
their  order,  that  wm  between  drift's  bap-  Hrir.  /ay.  yj4-  and  Harm.  y*g.  <64, 
tiim  and  death.  The  firft,  in  <bap  it*  13.  The 


Cb.  iv. 


The  EvengeBft  John  parapbrafid \ 


lbs  went  Dp  to 
Jcnifikai. 


t  Now  there 
i$  it  Jcnifilein, 
by  the  uktp- mer¬ 
le/  *  pool  which 
U  called,  In  the 
Hebrew  tongue, 
UctbeHa,  buying 
fire  porches. 


3  Id  thde1ay 
» frrat  multitude 
of  impotent  folk* 
of  blind;  luk, 
withered;  waiting 
for  the  moving 
of  the  watd* 


4  For  an  angel 
went  down  at  a 

certain  fealon  in¬ 
to  the  pool,  And 

troubled  the  va 
ter:  whofbever 
then  frit  alter 
the  troubling  of 
the  water  Helped 
in ,  wu  made 
whole  of  wharft* 

ever  di&afc  be ’ 
had. 


f  And  a  cer~ 
tain  man  was 
there  which  had 
it  infirmity  thir¬ 
ty  and  eight 
years. 


at  which  all  the  males  of  Ifrael  were  obliged  to  appear 
before  the  Lord  at  Jerufatem^  (Exod*  xxiiu  17*);  and 
Jefufl  went  thither,  as  ufual,  that  he  might  pay  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  law. 

a  Now  there  *  was  in  JervfaUm,  mar  the  (beep-gate* 
(1/1  ri«J  a  certain  bath  or  pond  of  water,  called 
in  the  common  dialed  ufed  among  the  8etbefd&% 
which  fignifies,  The  houfe  of  mercy  or  fcindn  $  and, 
adjoining  to  this,  were  f  five  cloy  tiers,  or  covered  walks, 
whofe  roof  was  fupported  by  columns,  for  the  pleafure 
and  convenience  of  the  people,  and  efpecialty  of  thole 
that  came  to  waft  in  this  pool. 

3  In  theft  doyfters  abundance  of  diftempered  peo¬ 
ple  lay,  fomc  blind,  others  lame,  and  others  finew- 
ftrunk,  and  the  like,  who  came  or  were  brought  thi¬ 
ther,  and  continued  waiting  there,  in  hopes  of  being 
healed  by  the  water  of  that  poo],  when  it  ftould  be 
put  into  a  fupematural  motion,  as  it  had  fome times 
been. 

4  For  God,  to  awaken  the  expectation  of  IJr&el ,  that 
he  was  about  to  return  to  them  in  vifible  tokens  of  .bis 
favour,  after  they  had  been  withdrawn  for  feveral  ages, 
and  to  enoourage  periods  attending  on  any  means  of 
his  appointment  far  conveying  bleffings  to  them,  had 
of  late  lent  an  angel  at  fome  particular  feafons,  to  give 
a  difcernihle  motion  jo  the  water  of  this  bath,  which 


immediately  thereupon  became  of  a  healing  nature,  in 
a  very  extraordinary  manner,  not  for  the  curing  of  all 
that  might  go  into  it,  but 'only  of  any  one  perfon  j,  who 
ftepprd  in  full  after  the  moving  of  the  water,  that  the 
Divine  Power  and  fovereigmy  might  be  the  more  re¬ 
markably  feen  id  rhe  cure;  and  bow  defperate  and  long 
continued,  or  of  what  kind  foever  the  difeafe  of  this  per¬ 
fon  might  be,  he  wu  inftamly  and  effectually  healed* 
5  And  among  many  others,  that  lay  in  theft  cloy  tiers 
waiting  for  the  happy  opportunity,  there  was  one  man 
in  fuch  deplorable  dreum dances,  that  he  had  loft  the 
ufe  of  bis  limbs  for  thirty-eight  years  paft. 

6  When 


NOTES. 

*  The  Erangelift 's  mentioning  thu  in  the  .  jbme  meflenger  from  the  ftnhedrim,  or  from 
prefect  wnfe  Items  to  be  an  intimation,  that  the  priefts,  put  the  impregnated  water  into, 
he  wrote  his  golpd  before  thcdcflmfiioD  of  not  io  any  other  itinml  caufr  ^hstfwtr ! 
JcrafiiUm*  Foe  then  id  virtue  wnuld  not  have  been  re- 

J  +Thefc*raysDr.Li>i6f/«tlinlii*IIai,inonyJ  Aimed  to  the  boding  of  the  finale  p*yfon 
were  fuch  wafts  as  are  In  the  Royal  who  firft  fteppedin;  and  no  natural  virtue 
Exchange  at  Ww*  could  be  effirfhial  to  cure  all,  one  as  wdl  as 

J  This  fhews  dial  the  virtue  0/  this  water  another,  of  the  different  foots  or  ditcafci  here 
was  nor  owing,  as  fome  have  fuggefted,  to  a  mentioned ;  and  therefore  every  cure  Ly  4hu 
,  mixture  of  the  blood  of  the  ftcriSce*,  which  means  mud  be  entirely  miraculous, 
nuinto  this  pod,  *tyj  re  t  motion  which 
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0  When  Jefa* 

(ur  him  lye,  and 

knew  that  he  had 

been  no«  a  long 
time  m  that  (aft, 
he  faith  unto 
him.  Wilt  thou 
W  nod*  who  Jo  j 


f  The  Unpo- 
tent  mu  anfwct* 
ei  him,  Sir,  l 
tun  no  man, 
vben  the  water  is 
troubled,  to  pni 

meintothe  poolr 
hut  while  1  am 
coming,  another 
fleppeui  down 
before  me. 


B  Jdhs  &UH 

unto  hint*  Rife, 
take  up  thy  bed, 
and  walk. 


9  And  Umne* 
d  lately  the  man 
was  nude  whole, 
and  took  op  his 
bed,  lod  walked : 
and  on  the  fame 
day  was  the  fab- 
bat  Et. 

10  The  'Jews 
therefore  (aid  un¬ 
to  him  that  was 
cured.  It  is  the 
fabbath-day  :  k 
n  not  lawful  for 
ihcc  to  carry  ihj 
hed, 

vt  Heanfwer- 
cd  them.  He  that 
made  me  whole, 
the  urn  fkidun- 

t9 
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6  When  oar  blefled  Lord  came  among  theft  mifera- 
ble  objeds,  he  took  particular  notice  of  this  diftrefled 
man }  and  knowing  in  h i mfelf,  that  he  had  continued 
fo  many  years  in  this  lamentable  condition,  his  pity  was 
moved  toward  him  ;  and  that  be  might  raife  the  poor 
creature’s  expedition  of  a  cure,  and  give  him  an  op* 
portunity  of  declaring  before  the  people  how  much  be 
needed  it,  Jefua  going  up  to  him  ftid,  Are  you  really 
deGrons  to  be  heated  of  your  diftemper  ? 

7  The  lame  man  having  no  notion  of  Chi  id’s  healing 

him,  but  hoping  that  now,  at  lad,  a  kind  friend  was 
come,  who  might  aflift  him  in  getting  into  the  wa? 
ter,  anfwered  him.  Sir,  the  very  deiign  of  my  coming 
hither  is  to  wait,  and  try  in  the  bed  manner  I  can,  for 
a  cure:  But  alasl  I  am  fo  poor,  that  I  cannot  hire 
a  fervant,  and  fo  negteded  and  defpifed,  that  I  cannot 
find  a  friend  to  put  me  into  the  pool  immediately  up¬ 
on  the  moving  of  its  waters ;  and  wbild  I  am  crawling 
toward  it,  force  other  difeafed  perfon  always  gets  the 
dart  of  me,  jumps  in  before  me,  and  receives  the  be¬ 
nefit,  which  is  obtained  only  by  him  who  gets  in  fird  ; 
and  fo  hitherto,  I  have  not  been  able  to  fucceed  in  my 
defire.  1 

8  Hereupon  Jefus'defigning  to  work  a  miraculous 
cure  upon  him,  and  therein  to  conform  to  the  rule 
that  had  been  fettled  by  providence  at  Betbefdn}  for 
healing,  only  one  petfon  at  a  time,  (aid  to  the.  lame 
man,  in  a  way  of  fovereign  authority.  Get  up,  and, 
taking  your  bed  upon  your  back,  carry  it  hence,  as  a 
proof  that  your  health  and  ftrength  are  perfectly  re¬ 
do  red. 

(>  And  fuch  almighty  power  went  forth  with  this 
word  of  co  mm  and,  that  the  poor  man  was  entirely  healed 
in  a  moment,  and  received  drength  to  enable  him  to 
obey  Chrid’s  order,  which  he  acordingly  did  by  taking 
up  bis  bed,  and  carrying  it  away  in  the  fight  of  all  the 
people :  And  the  time  when  this  miracle  was  wrought, 
and  this  evidence  given  of  it,  was  on  a  fab  at  n  day. 

10  When  therefore  fome  of  the  Jews  obferred  that 
the  man  who  was  healed  walked  along  the  ft  reels  with 
his  bed  upon  his  hack,  they  were  offended  at  it,  and 
quarrelled  with  him  about  it,  faying,  This,  yon  know, 
is  the  fabbath,  and  it  is  a  profanation  of  this  holy  day, 
for  you  to  carry  your  bed,  or  any  burthen  whatfoever  : 
How  dare  you  then  be  guilty  of  fuch -a  great  and  pub* 
lie  fin  ? 

1 1  The  man  replied  in  vindication  of  himfelf,  What 
I  do  is  by  the  exptefc  command  of  the  very  perfon  who 

mira- 


Ch.  t. 

to  roc.  Tike  np 
thy  bedaod  walk. 


ti  Then  ask¬ 
ed  they  him. 

What  man  ii  that 

which  fard  on to 
thcc,Takeoptby 
bed  and  walk  ? 


1 3  And  he  that 

V3f  (u^y  wilt 
not  who  it  vll  * 

for  Jdii!  had  con¬ 
veyed  himfeif  a* 
wiy,  a  ninlikudt 
being  in  tket 
place. 


14  A  Tver  ward 
Jefus  fiudeth  him 
Li  the  temple, 
and  laid  "  smo 
h:mfKcyiltthoH 
art  made  whole  : 
£u  ito  more,  left 

a  worfc  thing 
come  unio  ibcc» 


n  The  n»Q 

departed!  and  ioU 
tin:  Jews  that  it 
was  Jd'us  which 

had 
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mintctrioujly  healed  me  tn  an  inflant,  and  enabled  me 
for  it  *  I  could  do  no  Jefs  than  obey  bin),  after  he  had 
wrought  fuch  a  great  and  memful  cure  upon  me ;  and 
furely  be,  who  did  it,  merely  by  fp calling  a  word,  mult 

needs  be  fome  holy  and  extraordinary  prophet,  and 
would  never  bid  me  do  any  thing  that  is  finful. 

ll  Then  they,  fufpefting  that  jefus  had  done  this, 
made  no  inquiry  about  the  miracle  ;  bur,  palling  over 
that,  faid,  with  a  taunting,  wrathful,  and  contemptu¬ 
ous  air,  to  him  that  was  healed.  Fray,  what  man*  is 
he,  who  darft  prefume  to  authorize  your  fo  notorioufly 
breaking  God’s  law,  by  carrying  your  bed  on  the  lab-* 
bath-day  J 

13  But  {^)  the  healed  man  could  not  inform  them 
who  it  was,  he  having  never  before  feen  Jefus,  who 
had  been  thus  gracious  to  him :  For  as  foon  as  Chrift 
had  cured  him,  he  withdrew  into  the  crowd,  to  con¬ 
ceal  himfelf  among  them,  there  being  a  vail  multitude 
at  that  place,  and  then  flipped  privately  away,  that  he 
might  prevent  the  confufion  which  was  like  to  arife 
from  his  being  cried  up  by  fome  for  the  miracle  he  had 
wrought,  and  cried  down  by  others  for  doing,  and  or¬ 
dering  this  man  to  do,  what,  as  they  fu  per  ft  in  on  fly 
pretended,  was  a  breach  of  the  fabbath. 

14  Afterwards  the  poor  man,  being  difmUTed,  went  to 
the  temple  t,toofferthinkfgivings  to  God  for  bis  miracu¬ 
lous  recovery,  and  to  fhew  that  hepaidareligious  regard  to 
the  lahbatb,  notwithftanding  what  had  .been  fuggefted 
to  the  contrary;  And  jefus  going  thither,  as  he  was 
wont,  met  with  him  there*,  and  fpeakmg  to  him  again, 
fjid,  Behold  how,  in  the  riches  of  divine  and  dutinguilh* 
ing  mercy,  you  have  been  delivered  from  your  late  fore 
affliction,  contrary  to  your  own  expectations  or  deferts  : 
Take  heed  that  you  do  not  knowingly  commit  any  (in 
hereafter,  left,  by  an  ahufe  of  this  endearing  instance 
of  God*s  goodnefe,  you  bring  upon  yourfelf  worfe  mi- 
feries  than  ever  you  yet  felt,  to  the  ruin  of  your  immor¬ 
tal  foul, 

15  At  this  fecond  interview  the  man  found  who  it 
was  that  had  lb  miraculoudy  healed  him  ;  and  he  im¬ 
prudently,  though  with  a  good  intention  to  do  honour 
to  bis  great  Phyfician,  went  to  fome  of  the  chief  of  the 
and  told  them  that  jefus  of  Nazareth  was  the 

perfon 

NOTES, 


*  TW  fremert  to  call  bim  a  mow,  by  way 
of  cotttnipt,  to  infinuite  that  he  W2?  no 
more  tbdn  3  ntitn,  and  thmfon  cookl  hare 
bo  authority  to  order  that  to  be  done  which 


they  prefiuned  to  fay  wu  a  violation  or  the 
Uw  of  God. 

*  Thi?  vat  probably  on  the  time  day,  u 

fooa  1+  he  had  dlfpo&d  of  hi*  bed* 
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bad  made  bln 

wtrok, 

16  And  there¬ 
fore  did  the  Jess 
fcdctutc  Jefos, 
and  fought  to  day 
him,  beoiufc  m 
bad  done  theft 

thiogi  vacbciab- 
bath-dajfr 


tj  Bat  Jefoj 
ufamd  them, 
Mr  Father  work- 
ctb  hitherto,  and 
I  wtrk. 


IB  Therefore 
the  Jews  fonzht 
the  moM  to  Kill 
him,  beeanfe  he 
notonty  hid  bro¬ 
ken  the  Jabbith, 
hot  laid  ilfii,  that 
God  wu  hit  Fa¬ 
ther, 


perftm  who  bad  *  .miraculoully  wrought  the  great  cure 
upon  him* 

16  But  the  Jews,  inftead  of  admiring  ib  undoubted 
and  merciful  a  miracle]  which  was  an  evident  demon* 
((ration  of  Ch rill’s  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  were 
provoked  at  it,  and  took  occafion  from  thence  to  let 
themfelves  with  the  greatefi  malignity  again  ft  him,  and 
even  to  third  for  bis  blood,  becaufe  be  bad  healed  the 
lame  man  t,  as  well  as  ordered  bim  to  carry  his  bed, 
on  the  fahbath,  which  they  called  fitch  an  open  profa¬ 
nation  of  that  facred  day,  as  was  worthy  of  death. 

17  But  our  Lord,  to  defend  what  he  bad  done,- (aid 
to  them.  Though  God  my  Father  has  infticvted  a  fab 
bath  for  man,  ye  mud  all  own  that  he  neverthclefe  baa 
all  along,  from  the  creation  hitherto,  continually  per¬ 
formed  his  providential  works  of  power  and  goodnefs 
on  the  fabbath,  as  well  as  on  other  days  3  and  I,  bis 
Son,  partaking  of  his  nature  and  perfections,  am  un¬ 
divided  in  operation  from  him  ;  Our  work  and  autho¬ 
rity  are  the  lame  in  the  preservation  and  government 
of  all  things  3  and  therefore  as  none  can  preteod  to  (ay, 
that  what  my  Father  does  on  the  fabbath,  is  any  breach 
upon  the  holy  red  of  that  day  }  fo  there  is  no  juft 
grqund  to  objeft  againft  what  1  have  done,  who  am  a 
co-worker  with  him,  as  if  it  were  a  violation  of  the 
fabbath  $. 

18  The  Jraty  at  the  hearing  of  this,  were  (till 
more  abundantly  enraged,  and  determined  to  do  their 
utmoft  to  put  him  to  death,  becaufe  be  had  not  only 
done  what  they  infilled  was  a  profanation  of  the  fab- 
batb,  but,  to  jullify  bimfelf,  had  added  the  higbeft 
btafphemy  to  impiety,  hy  calling  God  bis  own  proper 
Father ,  (*“**?«  **"»)  in  io  peculiar  and  eminent  a  fenfe 


NOTES. 


1  Itii  obJcrahk  t  bar  the  Jt&t,  in  iheir 
qutftion,  (rar*  i*»)  took  do  notice  of  the 
miracle,  bol  only  iflid  what  into  had  or¬ 
dered  this  pcfco  to  take  up  his  bed  end 
walk  ;  Sue  the  mao,  in  his  account  of  Jdu*, 
took  no  notice  of  his  ordering  him  bo  carry 
bis  bed,  but  only  of  his  making  him  whole ; 
which  fhews  that  the  information  this  mao 
give  was  not  from  any  ill  will  to  Chrift,  as 
their  inquiry  wai;  but  that  he  deigned  it 
for  the  honour  of  Ms  great  benefactor. 

f  It  wu  ChrilTs  workiug  the  miracle, 
rather  than  bis  ordering  this  man  to  airy  bis 
bed,  that  ftuag  the  Jirvj*  and  put  them  up* 
on  taking  occukwto  charge  him  with  break¬ 
ing  the  iabbath,  as  appears  from  our  Lord's 
anfwcring  only  to  this  ground  of  the  charge, 
which  in  courts  would  confute  (be  wbokef a. 


as 

§  This  way  of  our  bleficd  Lord's  arguing, 
from  his  Father's  working  to  his  own  t  plain* 
ly  imitates  that  he  fpcafc*  of  himfetf  as  one 
with  his  Father  in  nature  and  operation ; 
ocherwHe  the  argument  tales  its  force  and 
beaut;  ;  For  if  a  mere  creature,  who  only 
receives  a  com mtiCoa  from  God,  as  for  in- 
fiance,  a  prophet  or  an  *poftlef  wen  to  lay, 
God  does  whatever  he  plcafes,  and  therefore 
f  have  a  right  to  do  whatever  I  p?o&  like- 
wife  on  the  Jabbath*day  i  who  would  not  ice 
the  reafoning  to  be  inenndufive  and  ablurd  ? 
Bat  under  ftaxidiag  our  Lord  to  fpeak  of  him-* 
fdf  u  one  in  nature  and  operation  with  the 
Father  in  all  his  works,  the  argument  is  ir* 
refifilblc  t  and  it  is  evident  from  the  following 

vetJe,  that  the  Jrvi  uoderfiood  him  is  iluv 
peculiar  and  exalted  Kale, 
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i  m 

tfacr  ,  making  as  amounted  to  no  left  than  a  claim  of  equality  in.au* 

irirhtfpd  W*ll,t  t^lor^y*  P°weri  3nd  operation  with  God  himfcljf  *. 

i»  TVn  *n-  19  In  anfwer  to  this,  our  blefled  Lord  was  fo' far 

fareredja'us,  and  from  blaming  the  Jews  for  wrefting  his  words,  that  he 

Verily  went  on  to  vindicate  them  in  the  moft  fublime  fenfe 

uato^-ou,  The  that  could  be  ptirupon  them,  fayiug,  F,  who  am  Truth 
Son  cm  do  no-  itfdf,  folemnly  allure  you,  that  the  union  between  the 

but'w^hefoJi  ^3£hcr  and  Son  is  fo  Angular  and  dTential,  and  they 
the  Father  do ;  at*  fo  undivided  in  tbeir  adlinps,  and  in  tbeir  pri  irity 
for  wh«  things  to  each  other’s  defigns,  that  the  Son  can  do  nothing  of 

thtfe^dfo  2*  own  ^eat^»  or  feparatdy  from  the  Father,  without 
the  Sonlikcwiir.  his  confent  and  co-operation,  but  only  concurs  with 

the  Father  in  all  the  worts,  which,  by  his  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him,  he  fees  him  doing:  For  alt  things 
that  the  Father  himfelf  effects,  in  the  continual  "agen¬ 
cy  of  his  Providence,  the  very  fame  does  the  Son 

alfo  perform,  by  his  co-operation  with  him  ;  and  that 
(«****{)  in  the  very  fame  manner,  with  the  Etme  divine 
power  and  authority  with  which  the  Father  bimlcif 
performs  them  :  So  that  the  Father  no  more  does  them 

without  the  Son,  than  the  Son  without  him. 
i«  For  the  Fa-  20  For  they  being^s  much  united  in  will  and  affec- 
ther  loveth  the  tion,  as  in  nature  aud  power,  the  Father  has  fuch  an 

him  rifnungj  ‘n^n'te  Complacency  in  bis  Son,  that  he  delights  in 
Uiaihinrfclfdoth:  communicating  counfels  with  him,  (and  in  laying  open 

and  all  his  deGgns  and  .^operations  to  him;  fo  that  no  one 
thing,  that  is  done  by  the  Father,  is  ever  bid  from  the 
Son  -f;  .  And,  in  the  further  courfe  of  his  difpenlaubns; 

he 


NO 

*  The  Jews  therafdra  often  oiled  God 
ihcir  Father,  and  would  never  hart  found 

tank  with}  much  kfi  charged  biafphemy 

upon,  anrtbtt  tame  to  them  nnder  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  prophet*  for  ufiftg  the  fame  ftile ; 
And  therefore  they  moft  lie  fiippofedto  on* 

rierftand  <nr  Lord,  as  fpcikbif  or  God,  m 

bis  Father,  in  a  ftnfe  faperkt  to  any  fove- 
nant  or  oiite  relation,  and  in  a  firufe  :b  pe- 
rniiarto  himfelf, a* to  intimate  his  partaking 
of  the  font  nature  and  perfections  uriib  him ; 
or  elfc  there  would  have  been  no  room  for 
their  imagining  or  frggrftiag,  that  by  this 
claim  of  relation  to  Xiod  ai’  bis  Father,  be 
made  himfelf  equal  with  God. 

f  If,  as  frmc  think,  fir  Son's  doing  netting 
of  hhnjtlf  hit  vrfat  be  fees  the  Father  A,  and 
the  Father*}  taring  bijrt>  and  Jbrttx#?  Bm  a tb 
ttiags  that  Ki nfelfMtii  &c.  relate  to  nit  officc- 
thanfterasthe  MefGah :  Then  theft  c*pre£ 
fiom  are  to  be  under  flood  wl ih  refpeh  to 
b»  doing  nothing  in  the  execution  of  bis  of¬ 
fice,  but  by  eamnilfion  front  bis  Father,  and 
nothing  but  what  the  Father,  by  the  imftinA 
of  his  Spirit*  iarinuies  to  him  ttm  he  ibauld 
Voiiv  II*  t 


T  E  S. 

do ;  and  the  Father'sj&rwirfg  Km  rhde  things* 
as  to  be  done  by  him*  is  an  antbiiabb  proof 
of  the  Fat hcF*s  approbation  of  him,  and  pba* 
fare  in  him*  and  in  alt  that  he  docs  as  me* 
ditto* ;  And  were  we  tn  take  it  in  thn  ligh:, 
what  our  -blcfled  Lord  here  fays  about  hU 
dmi?  tobei  things  fieverike  Father  Jdry,  and  in 
thejamt  manner  with  him*  and  bis  Father's 
jbewing  Bm  ALL  things  that  inmjetf  doest  rc- 
prefems  him  as  receiving  inch  an  high  office 
from  his  Father,  and  fuch  powers  for  dif- 
charging  ft,  as  he  could  not  be  capable  of  ex- 
ertifingt  tmie&he  were  the  Son  of  God  la  Jb 
high  and  proper  a  feufe*  as  to  be  partaker  of 
the  fame  divine  nature  and  perfeftinns  wit H 
the  Father,  and  to  be  intimately  otif  with  him. 
But  it  does  not  appear  to  sne  that  it  couUl  be 
find  of  Chiift,  merely  as  the 
b  in  his  ftarc  of  humiliation, 
things  the  Father  did,  the  very  ;>?uc  did  ibe 
Son*  and  tlpit  in  the  fame  wanner;  or  that 
the  father  ilirwcd  him  iiniverlaliy  a//  rkingr 

that  himfelf  did :  And  iJicrcfurc  1  rather  in* 
dine  to  t^e  lenfe  given  of  i;  in  the  p^uphraie* 

a?  rtUtine  to  the  Son,  conitdcred  in  hi^  orW 

X 


32* 

aod  he  will  (he# 
him  greater  works 
dun  theft,  that 
ye  may  murel. 


The  EvtatgtSfi  John  fiaraphra/ed. 


Cb.t. 


11  For  u  the 

Father  raifcth  up 
the  dead ,  and 
'quickcucth  them: 

even  Co  the  Sun 
quick  cot  thvhoro 
he  will 


11  For  the  Fa¬ 
ther  judgetb  no 
man  :  but  harh 
committed  'alt 
judgment  unto 
the  con  t 


%$  That  all 
men  fhnuld  ho* 
hoar  the  Son* 
fven  as  they  ho¬ 
nour  the  Father. 
He  that  honour- 
cth  not  the  Son 
boQOurrih  not 
the  Father  uhteh 
kith  Cent  him* 


lie  will  (hew  him  in  real  events  of  his  power  and  good- 
nefs,  and  will  perform  by  him,  and  together  with  him, 
much  greater  works  than  healing  a  lame  man,  that 
thofe  of  you,  who  (hail  believe,  may  be  filled  with  ho¬ 
ly  wonder  and  praife,  -  and  that  others  of  you,  who  will 
neveithelefs  continue  obftinate  in  your  unbelief,  may 
be  aflonifhed,  and  even  confounded  at  them. 

at  For,  to  iufiance  in  feme  of  thefe  greater  works, 
which  the  Son  does  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  which  he  could  not  do  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  as  the  Mefliah,  unlefs  he  were  partaker  of 
the  divine  nature :  As  it  is  undoubtedly  the  peculiar 
property  of  God  to  .raids  the  dead,  and  reUore  them  to 
life,  and  the  Father  has  done,  and  whenever  he  plea* 
fes  can  do  this ;  even,  fb,.  by.  the  fame  power  and  au¬ 
thority,  and  with  like  fove reign ty,  .  the  Son  quickens 
them,  who  are  dead  in  rcefpaflea  and  fiqs,  to  a  (pi ritual 
life,  and  raifes  them  to  corporal  life  again,  who  were 
literally  dead,  whenever  he  will*.  , 

22  For-  God  the  Father  does  not  referve  merely  to 
himfelf,  nor  exercife  immediately  by  himfelf,  even  that 
prerogative  of  deity,  which  conlifts  in  ordering  all  the 
concerns  of  providence  and  grace  here,  and  in  mana¬ 
ging  the  final  judgment  hereafter ;  but  has  put  the  im¬ 
mediate.;  exercife  of  thefc.divine  powers  into  the  hands 
of  his  incarnate  $on* 

23  And  this  he  has  done  to  this  end,  that,  in  (lead 
of  any  one’s  being  Humbled  and  offended  at  the  incar¬ 
nation  anti  humiliation  of  the  Son  of  God,  all  men 
might  be  induced,  by  hie  bearing  and  executing  this 
high  commiffion  in  human  nature,  to  paythe  fame  re¬ 
ligious  adoration,  worfliip,  and  obedience  to  him,  as 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  to  die  Father  himfelf :  And  the 

.  Father  fo  peremptorily  infills  upon  this,  as  to  account, 
that,  after  fuefa  a  revelation  of  the  Mefliah,  whoever 
does  nor  in  this  manner  honour  the  Son,  does  not  tru¬ 
ly  honour  the  Father  himfelf,  who  glorieth  in  having 
fuch  a  Son,  and  has  fern  him  with  all  authority,  to  ex¬ 
ert thefe  peculiar  prerogatives  of  deity,  that  he  might 
he  ewned.and  homaged  as  a  Divine  pertbn.  . 

M  I, 

NOTES* 


liginat  nitcre,  who  v  ~fbch  capable  of 
performing  ait  thole  works  which  belong  tn 
Lis  office,  in  as  divine  amFCkatlilfe  a  maaner, 
as  the  Father  himfelf  would  have  done  had 
he  Keen  incarnate. 

*  It  taenia  to  me,  a*  if  Chrift,  in  this  and 
the  neatverie,  fpcaksof  railiogand  quickca- 
jog  the  dendtand  of  a  ft  judgment  being  com¬ 
mitted  io  him,  m  an  exten five  view *  as  rc- 
hting  both  to  the  admioiliration  of  bis  king¬ 


dom  in  this  work!*  and  tohh  railing  the  dead* 

and  pafGngtbe  final  Sentence  upon  all  man¬ 
kind  in  the  world  fo  come ;  and  that,  in  rhe 
following  veriest  be  enlarges  each  of 
tbeJe  sticks  ditUirfUy,  as  we  flialt  Ice  when 
we  come  to  ihrm ;  Otherwise  it  nay  be  dtfi- 
oak  ro  accoant  fas  Ms  repeating  exprefiions 
of  thiiiiatifte  fo  often  In  ft>  fort  ft  di&uuffc* 
bee  ihe  now  on  vtr*  ip 


Cli*  v. 


14  TaiLyvert- 
ly  I  by  onto 
you,  El*  that 

liunth  of  f nnlt 
and  bdfcveth  on 
Lira  that  if  ut  mep 
tafh  mrialffrife 

life,  and  fluU 
not  com  into 
condemnation  ; 
bit  Is  palled  from 

death  unto  life. 


%$  Tfcrily  veri¬ 
ly  I  fay  unco, 
you,  Tbe  himr  is 
Coming,  and  now 
is ,  when  the 
dead  (hall  bear 
(lie  voice  of  rhe 
Son  of  God :  and 
they  t  hat  bear  dull 

live* 


■ 

The  EvangeBfi  John  paraphrafed,  jn 

74  h  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefc,  who  have  told 
you  that  all  judgment  is  committed  to  me,  do  folemn- 
ly  allure  you,  that  the  rule,  by  which  I  proceed  there' 
in,  is  this,  Whoever  bears,  attends  to,  and  heartily  re¬ 
ceives  my  dofktine,  particularly  with  relation  to  my  be¬ 
ing  the  Soil  of  God,  and  the  true  Mefliah  ;  and  wbo- 
foever  believes  on  my  Father,  who  hatjt-fent  me  to-ex- 
ercife  thofe  'divine  powers,  as  the  Mdfiah,  has  a  right 
and  title  to,  and  the  beginnings,  principles,  and  car* 
nefts  of  eternal  life;  and  he  fliall  never  fall  under  the 
condemning  lenten cc  of  the  law,  or  be  cad  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  judgment ;  but  is  already  tran  flared  from  a  date  of 
condemnation  to  deaths  into  a  (late  of  jollification  of 
life:  And  in  order  hereunto, 

4$ 'I,  who  sun  Truth  itfelf,  afluredly  tell  you,  that 
the  time  is  juft  at  hand,  and  .is.  even  already  begun, 
when  they  that  are  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins  (hall 
bear  the  voice  of  the  Divine  Mefliah,  as  fpeaking  by 
hts  *  word  and  Spirit  with.poweifui  energy,  to  quick¬ 
en  them  to  the  obedience  of  faith.},  and  every  one  who 
thus  hears  it,  (hail-live  for  ever :  And,  as  an  emblem 
of  this,  his  mighty  power  (hall  foon  be  Teen  In  railing 
fame  perfons  to  life,  who  were  corporally  dead }  and 
both  rhefe  a rt  alike- eaTy  to  him. 

26  For  as  the  Father  is  the  fountain  of  life,  who  bas 
it  necdfarily,  and  in- the  mod  perfect  manner  in  biat- 
fc!4  and  communicates  it  to  all  the  living ;  fo  in  tbe 
difpenlation,  whereby  he  has  con  Hit  u  ted  bis  own  cflen- 
tially  living- Sun  to  be  the  Mefliah,  he  has  granted  to 
bim  t,  that  in  his  incarnate  date,  and  in  the  execution 

of 

NOTES. 

*  The  fiofpd  h  called  ChnfT*  {shop*  Father**  pvbij  rt  the  Sw  to  h<nx  ftfe  itr  him- 
k,  r6.)  and  of  ihl$  he  (ays,'  The  words  that  1  feify  rdiict  to  the  eternal  and  inconceivable 

Jptak,  they  are  fpirti  and  ibtj  art  tiff  t  (chap* - ? - *  ” —  1 - L!L  ''  ~  * — 

vu  dj.);  and  beibon  gate*  viable  reprefea- 
ution  of  his  quickening power,  ia  his  ralfirig 
fcveral  perfoas  to  life  that  were  family  dead, 
before  hi*  own  death,  and  11  hr*  own  refer- 
re&iooJ .  So  that  what  he  here  fays  about 
relfiug  she  and  in  wv  *7,  about  exeats 
tug  jttdgmintf  fee  ms  evidently  to  refer  to  the 
power  which  be  then  was  beginning  to  ex* 
erdfc  in  the  admin  Ulration  of  bu  kingdom 
in  this  world :  becaufi  tbefe  are  diftiugutlhed 
from  the  general  refv  noCtion  ami  judgment 
at  the  day,  which  .are  (pokeo  of,  wr,  af , 

19, ;  (ice  the  note  on  vrr*  it-}  and  becaufe  it 
was  prophefied,  that  the  Mwah  jbo*Id  exe* 
suts judgment  attdjpflicei*  the  earthy  and  that 

i*  bit  dan  Judah  jfffltd  brfated,  &c*  and  he 
fimtdh  catted,  THE  LORD  OUS  RIGHTS- 
OUSNESS*  Ter-  JCxiii.  J,  tf, 
f  Some  ju&aous  expofron  think,  thitthc 


iff  For,  ai  the 
Father  btih  life 

iuhritnfclf^  fcbith 

he  given  to  -dm 

Son 


Xt 


generation  of  the  Son,  by  which  the  Cimc 

perfection  of  life  was  neceifirily  communicated 

to  bun,  a*  ii  in  the  Father  himfclf  i  But  others 

tndolhnil  it  of  an  mcooombal  oanmimia* 

■ 

tion  of  life  to  tbe  Soo,  as  man  and  mediator, 
founded  upon,  and  anfwerable  to,  bit  ori¬ 
ginal  participation  of  the  fame  divine  life 
with  the  Father,  And  I  rather  incline  to  (he 
lift  of  theic  ienfet,  because  of  the  dofe  con* 
oedtioo  there  is  between  this  and  what  is 
(aid  in  the  following  verfe,  about  the  Father's 
giving  Hm  authority  to  execute  judgment,  both 
of  which  are  brought  in  as  proofs,  not  of 
what  our  Lord  had  laid,  about  his  doing  alt 
things  in  (he  feme  manner  that  the  Father 
does  them,  (vs r*  19,)  bat  of  what  he  had  laid 
ia  the  ip  mediately  foregoing  verfe,  about  th* 

Son’squickenlngthedeiJ^tntheadirdmftrar  ion 

of  his  kingdom ;  and  betaufe  U  feems  to  me 
(hit  his  being  the  Ssu  of  mat 1  is  added  at  the 


el ok 


3*4 

r 

Sen  t o  have  life 
ia  hindelf ; 


Andhatb  gi¬ 
ven  him  authori¬ 
ty  to  cutnttjod^ 
oi^iitJlb,  iKaufe 
b*  h  the  Son  cl 
■mu 


13  Marvel  not 
at  ihi&i  Cor  the 

hour  U  coining "m 

thewirichaU  that 
arc  in  the  grave* 
ihallhrir  hU  voice, 
*9  And  {haQ 

come  fonhj-  they 
that  have  done 
good,  unto  the  re- 
fuf  redtion  of  life; 
and  they  that  have 
done  evil,  unto 
therefurrcCtiou  of 
damnation. 


t  an  of  mine 
ova  JclT  do  no* 

thing; 


m 

7%t  SvangiUft  John  par&pbrafed.  Ch»  v* 

of  his  office,  he  Hull  have  this  life  in  hknfell',  with  au¬ 
thority  to  communicate  life  to  others,  in  raifmgthem 
from  the  dead,  by  his  own  fund  of  quickening'  power, 
which  is  inherent  in  himfelf* 

27  The  Father  has  like  wife  committed  a  judicial 
power  to  him,  in  his  office-capacity,  to  favc  his  favou¬ 
rites  from  wrath,  and  execute  righteous  vengeance  00 
his  enemies,  (Jtr*  xxiii.  5,  6*}  becaufe,  being  the  Son 
of  God,  he  condescended  to  take  upon  him  human  na¬ 
ture,  that  he  might  bear  and  difebarge  tbe  office  of  the 
Media  h,  for  the  falvatton  of  thofe  that  receive  him, 
and  for  the  definition  of  thofe  that  rerefi  him  ;  and 
fp  men  might  live  or  die,  and  be  juftified  or  condem¬ 
ned  by  the  authority  of  one,  who  partakes  of  their  own 
nature,  as  he  is  the  Son  of  man* 

28,  29  Let  it  not  be  thought  (hinge  by  any  of  you, 
that  1  (peak  of  the  Son’s  doing  the  things  before- men* 
tioned  very  quickly,  in  the  ad mioift ration  of  his  king¬ 
dom  on  earth :  For  1  will  tell  you  of  (till  much  greater 
and  more  furpming  things  of  this  kind,  which  he  will 
do  at  the  end  of  the  world*  The  great  day  is  coming, 
when  all  the  individuals  of  mankind,  who  now  are,  or 
by  that  time  will  be.  dead  anjl  baried,  (hall  hear  his 
powerful  and  awful  voice  to  ‘raife  them  out  of  the 
graves,  and  to  bring  them  before  his  judgment-feat; 
Then  all  the  good  and  holy  that  fliall  be  found  to  have 
proved  the  fmceriry  of  their  faith  by  their  works,  (hall 
be  quickened  by  his  Spirit,  as  the  Head  of  the  body,  and 
(hall  be  adjudged  to  a  glorious  and  blefled  Hate  of  im¬ 
mortal  life}  and  all  that  (hall  have  per  fitted  in  their  fins, 
and  lived  and  died  workers  of  iniquity,  fliaJ]  be  raifed 
by  his  power,  as  Lordof  all,  and  (halt  receive  a  dread¬ 
ful  fentence  of  condemnation,  to  their  utter  and  ever- 

1  r 

Kiting  min. 

30  The  fpm  therefore  of  what  I  in  lift  upon,  in  my 
defence  again  ft  your  accufation*  is  this  *,  I  am  that 
Son  of  God,  who  is  partaker  of  the  fame  divine  nature 
and  perfections  with  the  Father)  and  has  taken  upon 
him  tbe  office  of  the  Meffiab  to  do  thole  great  things* 

which  none  but  fuch  a  Son  of  the  Father  could  poffibly 
perform  j  and  therefore  I  can  do  nothing  of.  myfelf  fc- 
parately  from,  much  lefs  in  contrariety  to  him  :  But* 

accord- 

T  E. 

jttv*?’  fffrfir  wJi r,  the  Son  can  do  nntUn^of  Mm- 
ftlfi  ud  here  they  are,  v  tyo  o« ar* 

at  v<T«,  I  can  if  mine  omnfiif  do  «d- 

thmgt  which  fliewsthat  our  Lord  here  renames* 
sod  rcturaf  to  the  head  of  the  dhoowlv* 


NO 

cloft  nf  the  nat  vcffc,  (uer,  ay,)  as  the  rea¬ 
son  of  boih  thelc  doNtioDh 

*  Dr.  C&rie  ubfervea,  that  the  feme  words 
arc  repeated  here  which  b^gau  the  dtfcMifi 
ijh  There  they  arc  v  0  va- 


Cb.  t. 


m 

The  EvangcJiJl  John  paraphrased. 


thing:  «s  1  hear 
I  judge :  and  mj 
judgment  is  jufl : 
bcouie  I  feck  not 
mine  own  will»but 
the  willof  the  Fa¬ 
ther  whjch  bath 
lent 


)i  if  1  bear 
wknefrof  myWfj 
my  witneft  u  not 
im  t* 


31  There  1*  a- 
nothec  that  bear* 
eth  vltncfeof  me, 
and  l  know  that 
the  wiioefi  *Kich 
he  aitnelkth  of 
me  u  MC. 


According  to  what  I  am  originally  and  perfectly  *  ac¬ 
quainted  with  as  his  Sen,  and  according  to  rhe-inftruc- 
tiona  which  I  receive  from  him  as  the  Me  (Bah  5  fo  [ 
proceed  in  the  adminiftrarion  of  all  the  affairs  of  my 
kingdom,  both  in  this  world  and  in  that  which  is  to 
eome :  Whatsoever  therefore  I  do,  cannot  but  he  right 
and  juft,  bccaufe  I  therein  neither  aim  at,  nor  purfue 
any  private  will  of  my  own,  chfferem  from,  much  Ufa 
in  cjppofition  to  that  of  my  Father;  but  have  the  drifted 
regard  in  every  thing  to  what  is  entirely  agreeable  to 
his  mind  and  will,  and  to  the  comnnihon,  lor  the  dif* 
charge  of  which  he  has  fent  me  into  the  world* 

31  I  indeed  readily  acknowledge,  that,  if  1  only  af¬ 
firm  thefe  things  concerning  myfclf,  and  can  produce 
no  credentials  to  fuppoit  my  teftimony,  this  alone  is 
not  a  fufficient  proof  of  its  truth,  according  to  the  ufu- 
al  coOTfc  of  men’s  judging;  and  therefore  I  will  not 
reft  the  matter  here,  but  proceed  toother  evidence* 

3  a  There  is  another  perfon>  even  f  John  the  Saptyi^ 
who  exprefsly  faid  concerning  me,  TAij  is  the  Son  of 
6W,  {chap,  i*  34*);  and  I  know  that  his  teliimony  is 
certainly  true,  and  dare  appeal  to  it  as  fucb  ;  nor  can. 
ye  your  (elves  juflly  object  again  ft  it,  fince  ye  owned 
hirn  to  he  a  prophet,  and  fubmitfed  to  hisbaptifm  un¬ 
der  tbat  ch  a  rafter* 


33  Yefent  un¬ 
to  John,  a  ad  be 
bate  witness  un¬ 
to  die  truth. 


34  But  t  re- 
fon  not  teftimo- 
ry  from  man ; 
bet  thefe  thing*  1 
lay  tbat  ye  might 
be  fiirtth 


33  Yea,  fo  high  was  your  opinion  of  John,  that,  e- 
ven  when  ye  were  met  in  council  at  Jtrufaiem ,  ye  fent* 
priefUand  Levites  with  a  folemn  meflage  to  him,  to  in¬ 
quire  who  lie  wag,  as  doubting  whether  he  himfetf  were 
not  the  Mefliah  ;  and  he  honcitly  and  plainly  declared  the 
truth,  without  favour  or  affeftion,  faying,  That  he  was 
not  the  Chrifi ,  hut  that  l  am  he  who  came  after  him, 
and  am  preferred  before  him,  hecaufe ,  in  my  divine  na¬ 
ture,  /  was  before  him.  {Chap*  i*  19,-50.) 

34  But  1  have  nc  fceed  of  being  beholden  ro  his,  or 
any  man’s  teftimony  what  foe  ver,  to.  cftabiifh  my  divine 
and  mediatorial  characters,  having  fit II  higher  evidence 
to  produce  :  Neverthelefs,  I  am  willing  to  remind  you 
of  what  John  faid  concerning  me,  not  for  mine  own 
fake,  but  for  yours,  in  condefceofion  to  your  weaknef* 
fes  and  infirmities,  that  I  might  reafon  with  you  upon 
your  own  principles,  and  tbat  no  proper  means  might 
be  omitted  for  your  conviftion  and  falvation* ' 

75  Tho* 

NOTF*5. 


*  Htotingit  m  this  plice  put  for  the  mod  cd,  ver.  37.  And  both  the  ronftrufHon  and 
intimate  and  puft  knowledge  of  a  thing*  connection  of  rhis  fenttnee  moft  naturally 
f  some  fuppofc  that  by  this  other,  vho  lead  u*  to  wider ftaorl  our  I^orcj,  m  hett  Ipcak* 
lmt  viincfi  of  Chrift,  is.  meant  God  the  big  of  John  the  Ikptifl. 

Fritter*  Ctrl  bh  wfcods  is  exprcffly  *intmk>n- 


4 


Tbe  Evangelijl  Joitii  parafhrafed.  Ch.v* 


jj  He  vat  b 
burning  and  a 
Ihininglight:  and 
ye  were  willing 
tor  a  feafon  to  re¬ 
joice  in  hie  light* 


36  But  I  have 
greater  witttcfs 
than  that  of  John; 
for  the  worlu 
which  the  Father 
Jukth  glvtn  me  to 
finilli,  the  fame 
yxrrrkt  that  i  do* 
briTwitndiof  mct 
that  die  Father 
hath  lent  tar* 


35  Though  John  the  Baptifi  was  not  («  ?**•  chap.  i.  8.) 

that  true  light,  which  was  to  come  into  the  world,  to 
enlighten  tbe  Gentiles,  and  to  .be  tbe  glory  of  Ifrsel, 
(Luke  ii.  32.)  but  was  only  (*  *«*»:*)  a  lamp,  or  fubor- 
dinate  light  $  yet  he  way  really  a  great  man,  full  of  ho¬ 
ly  zeal  and  wifdom  in  his  do&rine  andUfe,  which  were 
admirably  fuited,  under  the  influence  of  divine  grace, 
to  warm  the  heart,  and  enlighten  the .  mind :  And  ye 
-were  lb  affected  'with,  them,  at  his  hr  ft  appearing  a- 
mong  you,  that,  for  a  little,  while,  ye  efteemed  and  re¬ 
ceived  him.  as  an: eminent  prophet,  and  were  even  in  a 
tranfport  of  wonder  and  joy  at  what  ye  faw  in-him, 
and  heard  from  him,  till  he  came  toxeprove  you  (harp- 
}y  for  your  (ins,  and  to  give  a  plain  teftimony  to  me; 
then  indeed  your  language  was,  he' bat  a  devil.  ( Luks 
vii.  33.)  *  . 

36  But  I  have  ftill  much  more  clear  and  unexcepti¬ 
onable  teftiroonies  to;  produce  .than  that  of  John :  For 
the  evident  miracles,  which  1  -have  begun  already  to 
perform  among  you,  and  the  ftill  greater  works,  which 
I  have  told  you  I  am  commiffionea  by  my  Father,  and 
-fhall  go  on  to  do,  till  1  have  perfe&ed  all  that  belongs 
to  my  office ;  thefe  wonderful  works  themfdves,  which 
I  myftlf  do  by  my  own  power,  are  fo.  great,  fo  good, 
and  holy,  and  fo  undeniably  divine,  as  to  carry  plain 
credentials  of  my  being,  in  the  higheft  fenfe,  the  Son  of 
the  Father,  and  the  true  Mefliab,  whom  he  has  fent 
into  the  world. 


3T  And  the 
Father  himJclf, 
which  hath  feat 

me,  hath  bora 

vitntfr  of  me, 
_  ■ 

Ye  have  neither 
heard  hi*  voice  at 
aaytime^aorifCA 
hhrf&pci 


37  Yea*  to  advance  yet  further*  God  the  Father 
bimfelf*  whofe  Son  I  am,  and  from  whom  I  have  my 
officc*powcr,  had  dire£Uy  bore  wirnefs  to  me,  by  the 
heaven's  opening ,  and  the  Spirit's  de/c  ending  like  a  dove 
and  lighting  upon  me%  aqd  by  an  audible  voice  immedi¬ 
ately  from  heaven  at  my  baprifm,  faying,  This  is  my 
beloved  Son  in  whom  I  am  ‘well  pUafedf  (Mattb*  iti<  1 6* 

17*)  That  was  a  very  extraordinary  teftimony  to  me* 
fuch  as  fuits  your  own  deli  re  of  a  fign  from  heaven  ; 
and  cone  of  your  nation,  how  highly  foever  ye  have 
been  favoured  of  God,  have  at  any  time  before  heard 
the  Father  himfclf  fpeak  with  an  audible  voice*  or  ever 
feen  a  viable  appearance  *  of  bis  glory* 

38  And 


NOTE* 

*  rendered  fignifin  an  appear-  the  ;  and  trough  intimates  that  this 

aace  or  rqjpcfcmation.  And  as  many  of  the  was  a  peculiar  privilege,  of  r 

Jn vs  heard  the  Father’s  vdict,  and  fa*  the  inrdion  irert  cvrr  favoured  with  }  and,  by 
vifililc  rtprdcn^tion  he  made  at  Ch  rift’s  corfe^uence,  that  all  the  voices  and  appear* 
b^pfifm  ;  and,  ai  after  this  they  heard  a  tocctof  Goj,  endtr  the  Old  Tdhmentt  acre 
voice  to  him  from  heaven,  {chap.  xii.  aS»  nq|  nf  tk  but  of  tbe  Snn,  u prtftgtf 

39.)  what  is  here  fau\  iccttit  10  relate,  not  to  of  bis  ineamatiem  *  Gihci  wife  it  could  r.nt 
ihcfc  particular  perform*  but  to  the  union  of  be  laid  that  l Sw^ru'i*  had  never  before  hta'd 


Cb.*« 

jBAndyehavt 
not  bis  word  a- 
biding  b  yon;  for 
whom  be  bstb 
font,  him  ye  be¬ 
lieve  not. 
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39  Search  the 
ftripcucs;  for  in 
them  ye  ihuik.ye 
bare  eternal  life  J 
and  they  ore  they 
which  teftify  of 
nit 


38  And  though  be  has  now  given  -.teftimohy  to  me  : 
in  this  immediate  manner,  as  well  as  formerly  hy  his. 
prophets  ;  yet  his  word,,  in  either  of  thefe  ways  of  de¬ 
livering  it,  makes  no  lifting  impreflion  upon  you,  to 
engage  your  faith  in  me ;  For,  after  all,  ye  will  not 
believe  in  me*  .who  am  thus  plainly  proved  to  be  fent 
of  tie  Father. 

39  Ye  Jev/t  profefs  *  to  fearch  the  footed  writings 
of  infpiiedtnen,  and  are  indeed  often  converfant  with 
them,  as  they  are  read  io  your  Synagogues  every  fab- 
bath-day,  as  many  of  you  get  fbme  portions  of  them 
by  heart,  and  as  they  are  fludied  by  your  learned  rab¬ 
bles  to  put  their  own  glofles  upon  (hem:  But  carefully, 
examine  them  again,-  read  and  fearch  them  to  the  very 
bottom,  and  impartially  obferwi  what  they  fay,  that  ye 
may  underfiand  the  mind  and  will  of -God  in  them, 
which  concerns  every  one  of  you,-  whether  learned  or 
unlearned.  I  appeal  to  thefe  authentic  records,  and 
yc  cannot  juftly  refufo  this  appeal}  for  ye  yourfelves 
apprehend  and  profefs  to  believe,  that  in  them  is  con¬ 
tained  the  true,  do&rine  of  eternal  life  j  yea  fo  high  is 
your  opinion’ of  them,  as  to  think,  according  to  a  pre¬ 
vailing  corrupt  notion  among  you,  that  he,  who  has 
the  words,  of  the  law,  is  fofe  for  heaven  1  Now.  thefe 
very  Jcriptures  are  my  witnefles;  they,  in  their  types, 
promifes,  and '  prophecies,  point  to  me,  and  lay  the 
very  fame  things,  in  effeft,  that  1  have  faid  of  myfelf, 
and  that  my  Father  has  faid  by  a  voice  from  heaven, 
concemingjne. 

40  And  nOtwithftanding  all  this  evidence,  your 
pride  and  prejudices,  carnality  and  wilful  ohttinacy, 
are  To  grear,  that  ye  will  not  receive,  apply  to,  or  trull 
.in  me,  that  ye  might  bare  pardon  and  peace,  life  and 
bleffednefs,  and  all  falvation  by  me,  in  whom  alone  it 
is  to  be  found. 

41  1  neither  need,  nor  have,  nor  feek  after  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  men  }  nor  do  l  affect  that  external  pomp  and 
grandeur  which  ye  look  for  your  Mefliah  to  appear  in : 
My  only  aim  is  to  advance  the  glory  of  God  in  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  people. 

.  4a  But  this  is  fo  for  from  recommending  me  to  you, 
that,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  Itrong  prejudice  in  your 
minds  again  ft  me :  For  how  plauGUe  foever  your  pre¬ 
tences 

NOTES. 

the  Either*!  voices!  any  time,  nor  fecn  hit  lively,  jt  io  fiartb,  or  imperatively,  fcartijt 
appearance  id  a  viable  reprdcnutkm  j»*dc  the  impturej,  and  i  hare  taken  in  both  tea- 
by  hiiBt  fo* 

*  Efgvuri  bij  be  rendered  either  lodica* 


x 

■40  Andyc  will 
nut  come  to  me, 
that  ye  might  have 


41  ]  receive  not 
bonourfrom  ibcq. 


41  But  t  know 

you, 


3* 

you,  tint  ft  hl7( 
not  the  bvc  of 
Cod  in  you. 


The 


Cb*  T. 


43  1  m  tome 
!  n  my  father's 
name,  and  ye  re- 
ce.irc  me  Dot  t  if 
aria  f>t  her  flial  I  coir  e 
in  lmo-*n  mune, 
him  ye  *U1  re¬ 
ceive* 


44  How  c;m  ye 
he lievCf  which  re- 
oiivc  honour,  one 
of  another,  and 
feck  not  the  ho¬ 
nour  char  cmeth 
'fra«  CJod  only  l 


i 

tenets 'of  piety  may  be,  to  the  deceiving  of  yourfelvea 
and  others,  I  can  fee  into  your  very  hearts,  and  I  well' 
know,  that  ye  have  no  ftneere  affection  to  God  and 
godlineft »  but  that  the  love  of  this  world  is  predomi¬ 
nant  in  you,  and  that  therefore  ye  rejeft  me. 

43  I  am  come  to  you  with  a  coipmiflion  from  ‘my 
heavenly  Father,  to  promote  bis  glory  and  a  fpi ritual 
falvation  from  An  and  wrath,  and  have  produced  feveral 
unexceptionable  witndfet,  to  eftablifh  my  divine  and 
ofike-cbara&ers ;  and  yet  becaufe  I  oppofe  year  vices, 
and  do  not  appear  with  worldly  pomp,  nor  give  you 
expectations  of  fecular  riches,  honour,  and  power, -ye 
will  not  believe  in  me:  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  any 
falfe  prophets,  or  falfe  Ch rifts  arife,  and  do  not  re- 
monftrate  a  gain  ft  your  fins,  but  fet  op  with  high  pre¬ 
tences  of  delivering  you  from  tbe  Roman  yoke,  and  of 
aggrandizing  you  in  the  world,  though  they  bring  no 
credentials  from  God  of  their  acting  by  his  authority,  ye 
would  readily  entertain  and  fdllow  them  *• 

44  How  then  is  it  pofiiblc  that,  with  this  carnal  tem¬ 
per  of  mind,  ye  fliould  believe  in  me,  wbofe  king¬ 
dom  is  not  of  this  world,  who  make  no  magnificent  ap¬ 
pearances  or  pretences,  but  am  drfpifed  of  men,,  and 
teach  the  moffc  felf-denying  dodrines?  your  coirupt 
hearts  can' never  receive  me,  while  ye  are  full  of  world¬ 
ly  ambition,  extremely  fond  of  the  applaufes  of  men, 
and  will  pay  no  honour  to  any  but  thofe  from  whom 
ye  expett  to  receive  it  again,  and  while  ye  have  no  va¬ 
lue  or  concern  for  the- fpiritual,  fubftantial,  and  eter¬ 
nal  honours,  which  God  alone  can,  and  will  put  upon 
bis  favourites. 


4  jJ>o  not  tlii  nit 
that  1  will  accufe 
yqiitn  the  Father: 
there  u  ene  that 
.  aefoid[]j6drmii 
Wo  ft*,  io  Vrhop) 
ye  croft. 


45  But  though,  for  your  coo vi£Hon ,  I  thus  freely 
charge  thefe  crimes  upon  your  conferences  in  rejecting 
rue  ^  do  nor  imagine  that  the  defign  of  my  coming  into 
the  world  is  to  fpy  ovt  and  aggravate  your  faults*  and 
to  lodge  a  plea  againft  you  to  my  Father  for  them  :  No* 
my  direct  and  principal  work  lyes  In  the  merciful,  and 
not  in  the  fevere  way,  in  being  an  advocate  for,  inftead 
of  an  accufer  of  .mine  enemies :  and  indeed  there  is 


no  occaGoo  for  my  appearing  againft  you  :  For  there  is 
another  that  does  this,  even  Mtfis  himfelf*  in  whom 


ye  place  jour  gr$ ateft  confidence,  and  by  whofe  law  ye 

expeft 

NOTE 


*  Tims  they  followed  Theadas,  vb  bezfled  tpoku  of  nothing  but  »'ar*  amt  trittmphiovcr 
hnifdt  ^  be  feme  Mft  and  Jttdat  of  Gafifert'  their  tiicmiM,  &fib.  L.  4*  f.  tf*  And  fee 
Jrrtpawa f  ntaeh  people  nfier  him ,  (d£U  BTlbop  Kidder's  demonftnttpn  of  the  Mef* 
v.  |'rO*an(t  afterwards*  in  the  tei^n  of  fiahr.F*rr  1*  pt  14*  and  PcrjtlLp*  red,  and 
Adrian  the  Rom  an  emperor,  they  tollcuTd  the  places  referred  to  ip  Jofrfhtti  thuv* 

-E 1 rchecaht  who  lex  up  for  the  Me  flub*  m<l 


Ch.fi. 


4 6  For  hid  ye 
bdicwt  Mo&i, 
vc  would  have  be¬ 
lieved  me  =  fai  he 
wrote  of  me* 
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* 

«pe£i  to  be  laved :  TbU  great  prophet  does  already  by 
his  writings  indite,  and  condemn  you  for  your  unbe¬ 
lief  i  and  he  will  be  a  terrible  witnefs  again  ft  you,  to 
your  utter  confufion,  at  the  great  day. 

46  For  notwithftanding  all  your  boafts  of 
and  (heltering  yourfelves  under  his  name,  if  ye  had 
really  attended  to,  under  Hood,  and  heartily  believed  his 
writings,  ye  could  not  but  have  received  me,  and  tranf- 
ferred  your  trull  in  him  to  me :  For  all  the  types  and 
figures  in  bis  law,  and  all  the  prophecies  which  he  re¬ 
corded,  evidently  pointed  to  me,  and  are  fulfilled  in 
me. 


«  Bat  if  r*  be-  47  But  if  ye  will  not  give  credit  to,  nor  be  comm¬ 

it**  not  ha  writ-  ced  by  what  Mofet  himfelf  has  faid  concerning  me, 

k&rnmwE  thou8*1  Te  bave  ft  an  opinion  of  him,  and  ac- 
7  '  knowledge  his  writings  to  be  of  divine  authority  ;  how 

can  it  be  fuppofed  that  ye  (hduld  pay  any  regard  to 
what  I  fay,  again  ft  whom  ye  have  the  mo  ft  inveterate 
prejudices,  and  whom  ye  treat  with  Sovereign  con¬ 
tempt,  and  refolrc  to  run  down  as  an  impoftor  ? 


RECO-LL  E  C  T  1  ONS. 

Who,  that  wants  to  be  healed  of  fpiritual  difeafes,  which  are  worth  than  any 
that  can  stffltft  tlie  body,  would  not  wait  at  the  pool  of  ordinances  for  fupema- 
tural  influence  to  effect  the  curt  1.  And  how  often  does  Chrift  prevent  the  foul 
with  bis  mercy,  before  it  knows  him  !  His  word  is  with  power,  and  when  once 
he  fays,  Thou  art  made  whole ;  with  what  fati&Faftton  may  we  yield  the  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  commands,  with  regard  to  the  iabbath,  and  every  thing  elfe,  which, 
he  enables  us  to  perform,  whatsoever  others  may  objeft  againft  it  s  and  how  con¬ 
cerned  ihoii  Id  we  be  to  fin  no  morel  And  O  whatadivine  and  fuitablc  Saviour  is  our. 

-  ■  ■  r  J  f  ^ 

Sidled  Lord,  who  is  truly  theSon  of  man,  and  yet  with  inconceivable  peculiari¬ 
ty  ami  dignity  the  Son  of  God,  pofiefle<H>f  the  fame  nature  and  efiential  perfee- 
tions,  and  undivided  in  operation  with  the  Father  !  He  knows,  wills,  and  does 
ail  the  very  fame  things,  and  performs  them  with  the  lame  divine  .power  and 
fnvereignty  as  the  Father  himielf ;  and  in  the  execution  of  hia  office,  as  Media- 
tor,  he  aftfl  tike  the  abfalute  Lead  of  life  and  death,  whether  natural,  fpi ritual, 
or  eternal,  quickens  the  dead,  exercifes  an  univerfa)  Providence  for  the  good  of 
the  church,  examines  all  cauGes,  and  diftributes  eternal  rewards  and  ptmifh- 
ments  in  foch  a  manner  as  none  but  God  himfelf  could  be  capable  of;  How 
evidently  therefore  arc  all  divine  honours,  in  the  nature  of  things^  as  well  as  by. 
the  Father’s  own  demand,  to  be  paid  to  his  Son  equally  with  Mmfelf  1  How 
faithful,  as  well  as  able,  is  Cbrift  to  difcharge  his  high  and  important  cornmif- 
fiou,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  all  that  come  to  him  J  And 
|5 nee  his  forerunner  John  the  Baptift,  hia  own  miraculous  works,  bis  heavenly 
Father*  and  Old  Tenamcntrprophecks  unite  in  their  attentions  to  him ;  what 
funrr  ground  can  wc  bave  for  putting  our  treft  in  him  f  how  carefully  tiiould  we 
forth  the  feriptures,  which  contain  all  things  neceflary  to  folvation,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  teftify  of  him  1  And  yet,  alas  l  how  criminally  blind  and  obftiuatc  are 
tinners  hearts,  who,  though  they  own  the  divine  authority  of  the  fiertd  cracks, 
do  not  heartily  believe-  and  approve  of  their  plajndt  fenle  and  meaning  and 
prhn,  though  they  fit  under  a  miniftry  which  is  like  a  burning  and  ftiinlog  light, 
are  {till  as  darkand  cold  under  it  as  ever,  and  only  admire  it  for  a  feafon,  with¬ 
out  being  changed  by  it  J  It  is  unbelief  that  pie  vents  the  efficacy  of  God’s, 
word  upon  their  fouls,  fo  that  it  docs  not  abide  in  them;  and  their  great  mtfor* 


3^0  75#  EvangtEft  Jo  hr  far&pbrajtd*,  Ck  v). 

xiage  lycsitl  their  unwillmpeJi  to  come  to  Cbrift  for  life,  and  chafing  rather  to 
truft  in  the  or  any  thing  etfe,  than  in  him  for  falvatiou  ;  Avid  how  many 
ether  fins  doth  unbelief  include!  what  difTaffe&kjn  to  God,  disregard  to  his 
word,  prejudices  agaiaft  the  Redeemer,  and  readineft  to  give  credit  to  my  other 
rather  than  him ;  and  what  inordinate  lore  to  tiua  world,  and  prcftrriRgB  of  the 
appla tries  of  miti,  to  the  approbation  of  God,  and, to.  tbe  bouoor  that  comes 
from  him  only  !  „0  dreadful  aocofatior,  that  lyes  in  the  infpired  writings  now, 
and  will'  be  brought  in  the  awfal  day  of  account  agaihft  ubbeliererSi  for  this 
great  and  compfitated  Bn  ?  Bat  how  happy  is  it  to  be  enabled,  by  the  quicken* 
ing  Spirit,  fc  to  hear  and  believe,  as  to  paft  from  death  to -life*  and  never  come 
into  condemnation :  and  bow  widc  and  vnanifcft  will,  the  difference  be  between 
the  righteous  and  the  wicket^  when  all  muft  come  forth -out  of  their  graves, 
fome  to  the  refurrt&ioa  of  life,  and  others  to  the  Tefinrcftion  of  damnation: 
6  joyful  day  to  the  laint,  and  terrible  day  to  the  Butter V 


« 


CHAP,  VI. 


ChriJFs  fecdingftve tboufand  -with five  haves  and finzHfifixty  V?-J4. 
Hts  wdttmg  -upcn  the  -water  of  the  feet*  1 5, — 21.  His  dtfcourfe  xaith 
the  pee fh  at  Capernaum  concerning  him/elf,  as  the  bread  of  life,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  miracle  of  the  loaves ,  22, — 59.  *  His  difciples *  dijfatif- 
faSlion  at  this  difeourfe,  and  his  reproof of  them  for  it,  60, — 65.  The 
apofiacy  of  many  from  him,  and  the  adherence  of  others  to  him,  on 
that  occafim,  66, — 71. 


Ttrr, 

A  FTER  theft 
“■  thing*  Jefui 
vn it  niter  the  ft* 
of  Galilee,  which 
15  iht  fea  of  Tibe- 
riur 


s  And  a  great 
multitude  follow* 
ed  him*  beanie 
they  Aw  bit  mi* 
neles  which  he 
did  on  them  that 
wen  diftaftd* 


3  And  Jdbt 
went  up  into  a 

mountain,  sod 

there 


Paraphrase* 

A  Great  while  after  *  the  fore-mentioned  miracle, 
^  and  difeourfe  relating  to  it,  dux  blefled  Lord  re--, 
tired  again  into  G&HUe  by  water,  .making  a  coafttng 
voyage  on  the  fea  of  GaUltt*  whidi  is  atfo  called  the 
fea  of  Tyberi&i ;  and  he  landed  on  the  fame  fide  of  the 
lake,  in  a  defm  place*  within  the  territories  of  Bttb- 
f&ida*  (Lukt  ix<  io.) 

a  And  abundance  of  people,  obfervifig  which  way 
he  ftoered  his  couife,  flocked  after  him,  fome  out  of 
enriofity  to  fee  more  of  his  miracles,  and  others  in 
hope  of  gettiog  a  cure  for  tbemfelves,  or  their  difeafrd 
friends,  rather  than, from  any  defire  of  inftrudion  by  his 
heavenly  difeourfefi;  they  being  generally  influenced 
hereto,  by  what  they  had  feen  of  the  wonderful  cures 
he  had  wrought  on  fome  diftempered  perfons* 

-3  And  Jeuis;  feeing  them  gather  about  him,  went 
up  with  his  difciples  to  a  neighbouring  mountain  ; 

where 


M  O  T  E. 


*  As  tboft  things  pift  it  the  feaft  mentioned 
v.  1.  this  nmft  be  agmt  while  after- 
whatever  that  feaft  we;  and  if,  ac¬ 
cording  ta  the  note  there,  that  was  the  paf- 
t^ver,  thi*  mnflr  be  near*  year efftr  it,  (w, 
4-)  ;  rod  ib  our  Erugelifi  palks  over  die  fol* 


lowing  trsofaftions  of  that  year,  which  hid 
been  recorded  by  the  other  Evan  jeKfti  in 
Matth*  y.— ifiv  and  Afrrf  ii. — vi.  and 
iaifvi. — uu  chapters,  for  (he  order  of  which 

confuk  the  Hinnomlb* 


Ch.  Ti. 

thou  he  fit  with 
hU  difijplci. 


4  And  tlrtpaf- 
lover,  a  Jeaft  of 
(be  jew*,  «u 
mgh- 

5  Wbco  Jeftu 
then  lift  up  & 
e*«,  end  &*v  * 

(rnt  company 
come  otfo  him, 
he  tilth  unto  Phi¬ 
lip,  Whaieo  Iball 
we  buy  \pmA  dut 
llwfc  may  «t  1 


§  (A ml  this  he 
£nd  to  prove  him* 
for  he  lumfclf 
knew  whet  he 
would  do,) 

y  PhUip  tn- 
fwciod  himjlVo 

hundred  peony* 
word)  of  beead  i* 
poi  fulQciem  for 
them,  tjiet  every 
one  of  them  may 

tafcf  a  Hole* 


a  One  of  hit 
difcipla  i  An  - 
drew,  Simon  Pe- 
ter^torot  her, faith 
onto  fain, 
p  There  it  ^ 
lad  here  whoeb 

hath  five  barley 

loaves,  md  two 
fmall  fifhet *  but 
what  are  they  a* 
roong  fo  many  t 
to  Aod  JeTua 
h\d.  Make  the 
men  fit  down. 
Now  there  was 
much  graJsin  (he 

place. 
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where,  as  the  Jeviifb  d odors  ufed  to  Gt  -when  they 
preached,  he  fet  himfclf  down  on  the  rifitig  ground,  to 
/peak  to  them  of  the  kingdom  of  Gody  end  heeled  then 
that  needed  healing.  (Luke  ix.  11.) 

4  And  as  the  paffover,  one  of  their  -moll  folemn 
feafts,  was  then  near  at  hand,  the  multitude  was  the 
greater,  becaufe  the  people  on  that  occaGpn  were  ge¬ 
nerally travelling  from' all -parts  to  JcrufaUnu 

5  When  therefore -out  Lord  obferred  the  vaft  num¬ 
ber  of  people  that  came  after  him,  and  the  difeiptes 
had  defirfed  him  to  difmifs  them,  in  order  to  their  get¬ 
ting  fome  refreOimem,  which  could  not  be  fcxpe&ed  in 
that  defart  place,  he  bad  companion  upon  them,  but 
told  his  difciples  that  there  was  no  neceflUy  of  fend¬ 
ing  them- away  on  that  account,  [Mat.  xiv.  i  j,  i(S.)$ 
and  then  turning  to  Philips  who  wasan  inhabitant  of 
Betbfaida,  {chap.  i.  44.)  he  afked  him  how,  or  by 
what  means,  provifion  might  be  made  to  f office  fo  great 
a  company. 

6  Jefue  put  this  queftion  to  him,  not  as  one  at  a 

lofs  what  to. tlo  j  for  this  he  had  already  determined  in 
himfidf ;  but  only  for  the  trial  of  Philtp* 9  and  the  o- 
tber  apoftles  faith,  about  his.  own  miraculouily  feeding 
them.  • 

7  But  they  were  fo  far  from  having  any  expectation 
of  this  kind,  that  even  Philip  t  who  had  been  with  him, 
and  feen  bis  miracles  from  the  beginning,  infiead  of 
(aymgf  Lord,  thou  canft  eaGly  furnilh  a  table  in  the 
wildcroefs^  replied.  It  will  -bc  impracticable  for  them 
to  be  fed  here:  For  it  would  coll  more  than  we  can 
be  fiippofed  to  have  with  us,  to  huy  a  fuffictent  quan¬ 
tity  of  food,  fo  much  as  to  ftay  the  ftomachs  of  fo  great 
a  company  as  this  j  two  hundred  pence  would  go  hut 
a  little  way  toward  it.  (See  the  note  on  Mark.  vi. 

37.) 

8,  9  Then  another  of  the  apoftles,  viz.  Andrew  y 
the  brother  of  Hinton  Peter ,  gave  Chrift  an  account, 
that  they  had  only  6ve  loaves  of  harley-bread,  and  two 
final!  fifties  in  the  cuftody  of  a  youth,  who  was  with 
them :  But  alas  I  laid  he,  what  will  thefe  do  toward 
feeding  finch  a  vaft  multitude  ?  It  would  be  qply  baulking 
their  expe&ations  to  offer  a  dill  ri button  of  lb  fmall  a 
pittance  among  them  aU. 

to  However,  our  Lord  defigning  to  wotk  a  miracle 
for  their  relief,  commanded  his  difciples  to  order  the 
people  to  fit  down  on  the  ground,  it  being  well  cover¬ 
ed  with  graft :  Accordingly  the  difciples,  without  any 

further  difputing,  obeyed  the  word  of  command,  in 

hopes 


33* 

plic*.  Sothenen 
ftt  down,  in' 
MDberiboot  fiv* 
lliouiaoi 


it  And  Jcfiw 
took  the  loavts  { 
ondj  «h«n  be 
had  erven  thsnk*, 
lie  diftributed  to 
the  difciplct,  and 
the  difetpiet  to 
them  „  [bit  were 
Jet  dovit ;  and 
Jikcwife  of  the 
fiibci  a*  much  u 
t hey  would. 


t  a  When  ttitf 
were  filled,  he 
laid  unto  hu  drt- 
clpfo,  Gather  op 
the  fragments 
that  nmam,  that 

nothing  be  Joit. 


13  Therefore 
they  fathered 
ihvn  together  , 
and  filled  twelve 
bukcti  math  the 
fragments  of  the 
five  barLey-Loavc*, 
which  remained 
over  and  above 
un=o  them  that 

eaten* 

14  Then  thole 
men,  when  they 
had  icto  the  mi* 
nde  thir  Jefm 
did,  fatd1  This  u 
of  »  truth  that 
prophet  that 

fhould  00m  e 
the  world* 


x$  When /Sin 
Therefore  per  * 
ceived  (hit  they 
would  come  and 
lake  him  by 
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hopes  of  fome  good  event ;  and  the  people,  following 
their  directions,  placed  thcmfclves  in  feveral  ranks,  by 
hundreds  and  fifties,  to  the  amount  of  five  thoufand 
men.  (See  the  note  on  Mark  vi.  40.) 

1 1  Then  onr  blefled  Saviour  took  bread  and  fifli  into 
bis  bands,  to  intimate  that  he  deligned  to  feed  the  mul¬ 
titude  with  them ;  and,  having  in  a  fblernn  manner  (as 
he  was  wont  to  do  at  his  meals,  fetring-us  an  example) 
acknowledged  God  as  the  author  of  all  mercies,  and 
begged  his  blefling  on  the  food  for  the  nourifliment  of 
thofe  that  were  to  pattake  of  it,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth. 
siv.  19.)  he  divided  the  bread  and  the-fifli  into  pieces, 
and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  his  apofties,  who, 
by  his  order,  diftributed  them  to  the  feveral  ranks  of 
the  people,  -as  they  fat  on  the  grafe and  the  quantity 
was  fo  exceedingly  increafed  by  his  miraculous  power, 
that  every  one  ear  till  he  was  fully  fatisfied. 

12  And  to  (hew  that  there  was  enongh  and  to  fpare ; 
when  none  of  the  company  could  cat  any  more,  he  or¬ 
dered  his  difciples  to  gather  together  the  broken  re¬ 
mains  of  the  bread  and  fifb,  that  there  might  be  no 
wafts  of  the  food,  though  it  coft  them  nothing,  and 
that  they  might  learn  frugality  in  the  midft  of  plenty, 
and  not  fquander  away  the  bounties  of  providence,  in 
hopes  of  living  upon  repeated  miracles  without  necef- 

fity-  #  . 

13  Accordingly,  in  obedience  to  his  word,  they 
chearfully  fet  tbemfelves  to  pick  up  the  (crapes  of  bread 
and  fifli,  ( Mark  vi.  43.)  that  remained,  after  the  mul¬ 
titude  had  eat  to  the  fatisfa£fcion  of  the  utmofl  cravings 
of  their  appetites  ;  and  the  overplus  was  fo  great,  that 
it  filled  twelve  bafkets,  every  difciple,.  having  one  for 
afier-ufe,  and  therein  an  abiding  proof  that  the  increa- 
fed  quantity  was  real  bread  and  fi(h.  (Sec  the  note  on 
Matth.  xiv.  20.) 

14  This  was  fo  plain  and  undeniable  a  miracle*  which 
the  whole  multitude  faw,  and  of  which  they  (hared  the 
benefit,  that  it  carried  a  conviQion  to  their  minds  and 
confidences  of  Quid's  wonderful  power,  and  even  for¬ 
ced  them  to  cry  out.  He  who  has  thus  amazingly  fed 
us,  certainly  is  the  true  Mefiiah,  who,  according  to  an¬ 
cient  prophecies,  they  ‘expe&ed  would  appear  in  the 
world  about  this  time,  and  that,  as  they  thought,  for 
the  deliverance  of  If  rati  from  all  their  enemies  round 
about  them. 

1 5  When  therefore  Jefus  obferved  that,  according  to 
their  grots  and  carnal  notions  about  the  Melfiah,  as  a 
temporal  prince,  they  were  entering  into  a  confederacy, 


Ch*  ri. 


forte*  to  male 
him  a  ling*  be 
departed  og&In 
into  a  fliounulo 

hua&Jf  alone* 


id  Ami,  when 
even  wa»  mow 
come,  bit  dif- 
cipta  went  do*  d 
unto  the  fn» 

IT  And  enter¬ 
ed  Into  4.  ihip* 

and  went  over 
the  Ira  toward* 
Capernaum  :  and 
it  was  now  dark* 
and  Jdbs  was 
not  tome  to 
them*  x 

i$  And  the 
Tea  aiofc,  by  ro- 
&n  of  a  great 
wind  tbit  blew, 
19  Sot  when 
they*  had  roved 
about  five  and 
twenty,  or  thirty 
furlongs  t  tnqr 
ice  Jew  walking 
on  the  fea,  nod 
and  drawing  nigh 
miu  the  ibip : 
and  they  wot 
afraid* 


no  Bnc  he  frith 
unto  [hem,  it  is 
lf  be  not  afraid. 


si  Then  they 

wiU 
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to  fet  him  .up,  and  proclaim  him  for  tlieir  King,  and 
even  to  attempt,  in  a  violent  manner,  to  oblige  him  to 
take  that  character  upon  himfelf,  he  got  out  of  their 
way  * ;  For  having  Aril  ordered  his  difdples  to  embark, 
ana  go  back  over  the  fea  of  GaBIee  toward  Betbfaidat 
[Mark  vi.  43,'  46.)  left  they  (hoiild  join  with  the  mul¬ 
titude,  and  encourage  them  in  thefe  temporal  views,  he 
went  up  the  mountain  again,  to  fpend  fome  time  alone 
in  prayer. 

16,  17  And  it  was  juft  about  the  (hutting  in  of  the 
evening,  when  the  difciples  went  to  the  Ihore,  and  took 
boat  to  pafs  over  the  lake  toward  Caper naum^  which  lay 
not  far  from  Betbfatda ;  After  this  it  foon  became  dark, 
and  Jefus  was  not  then  eome  to  them  »  but,  de.Ggniag 
a  trial  of  their  faith,  he  continued  ftill  for  fomc  time  in 
his  retirement  on  the  mountain. 

18  In  the  mean  while  there  was  a  very  great  fea,  by 

means  of  a  ftorm  of  wind,  which  beat  againft  them,  and 
blew  with  fuch  exceeding  fury,  that  there  was  extreme 
danger,  in  all  human  appearance,  of  their  being  utter¬ 
ly  loft.*  ^  . 

19  In  thisconditiou  they  worked  hard  with  their  oars, 
(Mark  vi.  48.)  till  the  fourth  watch,  which  was  a 
good  white  after  midnight,  (fee  the  note  on  Maith.  xiv. 
25.);andinaHthattimethey  bad  reached  no  further  than 
about  a  league,  or  a  little  more,  it  being  by  computa¬ 
tion  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  furlongs  :  And  then,  in 
tbemidlt  of  their  di  ft  refs,  they  faw  Jcfos  walking  upon 
the  fur  Race  of  the  water,  as  if  it  had  been  dry  land, 
and  making  up  toward  their  veflel,  to  which  he  was 
coming  In  his  great  companion  to  fare  them  ;  but  as 
they  could  not  diftindly  difeern  him,  through  the  hur¬ 
ry  of  their  Own  minds,  and  for  want  of  more  light, 
they  imagined  that  it  wa6  an  apparition ;  which  made 
them  cryout  for  fear,  left  fome  evil  fpirit  were  come  to 
finifti  their  deftrn&ion. 

20  But  he  foon  took  pity  upon  them,  and  difeovered 
himfelf  to  them,  faying,  with  his  ufual  voice,  and  ren- 
detnefs  toward  them.  It  is  I,  your  Lord  and  Matter, 
who  am  here,  and  not  any  evil  fpirit,  as  ye  fuppofe  ; 
do  not  frighten  yourfelves  as  if  mifchief  tvauld  befal 
you;  all  is  fafe  and  well ;  1  am  come  for  youv  deliver¬ 
ance* 

2f  Then  they,  being  fat  is  tied  that  it  was  Jefus,  dif- 

m  tiled 


H  O  T  F. 

*  Their  prefeat  inductneUi  to  this  attempt  tuning  the  greated  amr,  i  hst  (hoiild  lift  bi- 
f« m  to  h aw  kn,  that  they  thought  them-  der  him,  by  miracles,  uiti.out  siivy  chafes  ' 
Irtvcf  to  be  a  futfcieni  number  ibr  uitn  to  be-  -  Bui  1j£  perceiving  (Lb  wiiliditu-, 

giQ  wkh*  and  thought  bim  capable  of  otfui- 


+ 
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willingly  reced¬ 
ed  bln  int*>  the 
Oup :  and  iuifhe* 
dbtdy  the  fhip 
was  «  die  land 
whither  they 

iU 


mHTed  their  fears,  and  gladly  took  him  into  the  boat, 
in  confidence  that  all  their  danger  was  over,  and  that 
they  fhould  foon  reach  the  fliore»  now  they  had  got  him 
with  them;  And  fo  it  proved  j  for  immediately  the 
ftorm  ceafed,  {Matth<  riv*  32,)  and  they  arrived  lafe  iit 
the  veficl  to  the  place  they  were  bound*  for. 

22  The  oext  morning  many  of  the  people  on  the  o* 
ther  fide  of  the  ]ake  rerurnea ;  and,  being  ftili  intent 
on  fetting  him  up  for  their  king,  they  diligently  fearch* 
ed  after  him  in  all  the  places  thereabouts  ;  and, ■  not 
finding  him,  wondered  what  was  become  of  him ;  For 
they  bad  obferved,  that,  when  the  (life Spies  took  water 
in  they  evening,  there  was  then  no  other  boat  befides 
that  in  which  they  went,  and  that  they  put  off  alone, 
Jefus  himfelf  not  going  along  with  them, 

23  However,  they  afterwards  found  feveral  other 
boats,  which  came  that  morning  from  Tiberias f  and  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  place,  where,  the 
day  before,  they  bad  been  miraculously  fed,  the  Lord 
Jefus  having  firfl,  according  to  his  religious  cuftom, 
craved  a  blcffing  upon  the  food  to  fanftify  it  for  their 
ufe*  (wr*  11*) 

24  When  the  people  had  fought  for  Jefus  in  vain  on 
that  fide  of  the  lake,  and  could  find  neither  him  nor 
his  difdples  there,  they  fufpe&td  that,  by  fome  means 
or  other,  though  they  knew  not  how,  he  might  be  gone 
to  Capernaum^  towards  which  they  faw  the  difciples 
fleered  their  courfe  over  night,  and. which  was  his  ufu- 
al  headquarters.  And  therefore,  being  eagerly  defi- 
rous  to  fee  him  again,  they  refblvcd  to  go  by  water  in 
thefe  boats  to  that  city,  ana  fee  whether  they  could  not 
meet  with  him  there. 

25  And  finding  him,  as  foon  as  they  landed  on  that 
part  of  the  Ihore,  they  were  furprized  to  think  how  he 
got  thither,  it  being  unlikely,  that,  in  fo  (hort  a  time, 
he  could  take  fucb  a  targe'eompafsasto  walk  it  by  land, 
and  there  being  no  other  boat  the  night  before,  but 
that  in  which  the  difcipJes  went  without  him  :  And 
therefore  they  faid  to  him,  Mailer,  when,  or  by  what 
poffihlc  means,  was  it,  that  you  got  hither  fo  foon  be¬ 
fore  us  *  ? 

26  Our  Lord  made  no  reply  to  their  curious  questi¬ 
on  }  but  knowing  the  corrupt  defign  of  their  hearts  in 
following  him,  took  occafion  to  divert  the  difeourfe  to 
&  more  fiutable  and  important  fubje&,  faying,  I,  the 

Amen, 

NOTE. 

*  It  fee  ms  by  whit  is  (aid  wr.  $9*  That  Iteufed  torofort  whemerbewent,  2nd  where 
they  frond  turn  in  the  fyQigogue,  whither  u  was  nwftliMy  for  iIkh  to  meet  with  bipu 


1*  The  Jay 
following,  when 
the  people,  which 
flood  on  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the 
lb,  liv  that  there 
v»  none  other 
bat  there*  fire 
thuofiew  here  into 
hb  difeiplc*  were 
entered,  and  that 
Telus  went  not 
with  his  JlicipUs 
into  the  boat*  but 
that  bis  JiCHpler 
were  gone  away 
alone  2 

,3  (Howbeit 
there  came  other 
boats,  from  Ti¬ 
berias,  nigh  unto 
the  place  when 
they  did  eat 
bread,  after  that 
the  Lord  bad 
given  thanks.) 

14  When  the 
people  therefore 
iaw  that  Jefoi 
wit  not  there, 
neither  hji  di£ 
dptes,  they  alio 
took  (hipping, 
and  came  to  Ca¬ 
pernaum,  feeking 
for  Jefus. 

if  And  when 
they  had  found 
Mutton  the  other 
fide  of  tbc  fca, 
they  (aid  unto 
him,  Rabbi,  when 
cameft  thou  hi* 

tber  l 


*6 


Jelbs  in- 
fwered 


Ch.  Ti» 

rvavdtben  id 
Aid,  Verily, wi¬ 
ly  I  Ay  unto  yw, 
feck  ibt|  not 
bcaufe  ye  Aw 

the  Enirteici,  but 
becaufe  ye  did 
tai  of  the  hives, 
uul  were  filled. 


i pbrafed. 
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ay  Labour  not 
for  the  meat 
which  perUhrth, 
but  for  that 
meat  vlikh  cn* 
durcih  unto  ever* 
LIHng  life, which 
the  Son  of  cua 
Hull  give  uoto 
you  *  for  him 
huh  God  the  fV 
[her 


iS  Theo  Aid 
they  unco  him, 
Whu  ihiitwedoj 
th^c  we  might 
work  the  work* 
of  God? 


%$  Jdtti  an- 

facrcd  and  Aid 
unUriln'm,  TT.i* 
it  the  work  of 
God,  that  ye  be¬ 
lieve  on  him 
whom  he  bath 
feet. 


30  They  Aid 
there* 


■ 

Amen,  the  faithful  and' tree  Witnefe,  allure  you,  that  I 
am  no  ftranger  to  the  true  realon  of  your  thus  earnestly 
fecking  after  me :  It  is  not  bccaufe  ye  are  fo  convinced 
by  my  miracles,  -  and  particularly  by  that  .which  ye  yes¬ 
terday  faw  me. perform,  as  to  believe  in  me  for  eternal 
life  i  but  it  is  only  beciofe  I  gave  you  a  full  meal  to  re- 
frefh  you,  without  any  coft,or  charge,  which  raifed  your 
carnal  expe&aoons  of  fomc  further  temporal  advanta¬ 
ges  from  me. 

27  Take  heed  therefore  that  your  chief  (blicitude 
and  care,  concern  and  labour,  be  not.  thus  eagerly  laid 
out  to  obtain  refreflunent  for  your .  mortal  todies,  or 
any  worldly  benefits,  which  are  iufuflicient  for  your 
true  happinefa,  and  in  a  little  time  muft  periflt  toge¬ 
ther  with  your  bodies  themfelves:  Bat  let  your  govern¬ 
ing  aims,  inquiries,  and  pains  be  for  the  fpiritual  food 
of  your  immortal  fouls,  and  for  the  blelflngs  that  per¬ 
tain  to  eternal  life,  and  will  make  you  happy  for  ever, 
which  I,  the  Mcfliah,  will  freely  give  to  every  one  of 
yon  that  believes  in  me :  For  this  is  the  great  end  for 
which  lam  come,  and  for  which  God  my  Father  has 
fo  manifeltly  authorized  me,  by  his  teliimony  from, 
heaven,  by  the  vifible  defeent  of  his  Spirit  upon  me, 
and  by  concurring  with  me  in  the  many  unqueftionable 
miracles,  which  I  perform  to  confirm  my  comrnifliori 
from  him. 

ad  Hereupon  the  people,  fbme  in  a  way  of  contempt, 
and  others  of  more  ferrous  inquiry,  faid  to  him.  Pray, 
what  are  we  to  do  to  obtain  that  fort  of  bread,  which 
you  fpeak  of  labouring  for;  or  what  works  can  you  tell 
us  of,  that  are  more  acceptable  to  God,  and  neceflary 
to  eternal  life,  than  thofe  which  he  requires  of  us  in 
the  law  of  Mofet,  and  which  we  think  are  fuflicient  to 
feciiTC  the  divine  favour,  and  our  own  ever  la  (ting  hap- 
pinefs  l 

29  Jefusin  reply  faid  to  them,  The  great  and  impor¬ 
tant-duty,'  which  I  am  come  to  point  out  to  you,  and 
which  leads  the  way  to  all  others,  and  is  neceflary  to 
the  acceptance  of  yonr  perfons,  and  of  all  your  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  which  therefore  God  commands,  approves, 
and  is' the  author  of,  is  this.  That  ye  cordially  embrace, 
and  yield  yourfelves  up  by  faith  to  me,  as  the  true  Mef- 
fiah,  acccordtng  to  the  difeoveries  which  I  am  come 
to  make  of  luyfelf,  and  of  the  way  of  folvation  by  me. 

30  Then  tne  people,  being  prejudife^  againft  him 
for  not  anfweting  tbeir  worldly  expectations,  flighted 
the  many  wonders  he  had  wrought  at  Capernattmy  as 
well' as  the  miracle  of  the  loaves,  which  they  admired 
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therefore  unto 
Iiim*  WhaT  Ggn 
flicvdl  thouthcn, 
that  we  may  fee, 
'ujd  believe  thee  ? 

what  daft  thou 
work  2 


3*  Oar  fathers 
did  eat  manna  % 
the  defart ;  u  it 
b  written.  He 
gave  them  bread 
from  heaven  to 
Cat. 


t  Then  Tefal 
■  unto  diem, 
\hf  verily  1  fay 
a  yon.  Motes 
e  you  not  that 
id  from 


ven  ;■  hut  my  Fa* 
ther  giveth  yon 
the  true  bread 
from  heaven. 


},.  For  the 

bread  of  God  u 
he  which  cometh 
down  from  hea¬ 
ven,  and  ghreth 
life  unto  the 
vorld. 


Then  fald 

they 


on  the  preceding  day;  and  expoftutated  with  him,  fay* 
mg.  Since  you  pretend  ti  teach  a  better  do&rine  than 
Mofes ,  and  to  fet  up  for  the  Mefliah  j  what  divine  to¬ 
ken  do  you  produce  of  your  authority,  eguai  to  that 
which  he  gave  of  his,  that  we,  being  eye-wimeifrs  of 
it,  may  be  thereby  induced  to  believe  you  ?  What  ex* 
traordinary  miracles  do  you  perform  to  fupport  thefe 
high  pretences  ? 

31  As  for  what  you  did  yefterday  in  feeding  five 
thoufand  of  us,  that  was  a  very  (mall  matter  compared 
with  Mofes’s  feeding  a  much  greater  number,  even  all 
our  fathers  in  the  wildcrncfs,  with  more  excellent  food, 
according  to  what  is  written,  (PfaL  lxxviii.  24,  25.) 
He  gave  fhemt  not  fuch  mean  fare  as  barley-loaves  and 
fifties,  bat  manna t  the  corn  of  heaven,  and  they  did  eat 
angels  food  to  the  full  %  and  that  not  for  a  day  only,  but 
for  forty  years  together  :  Give  us  therefore  fome  mira¬ 
culous  fign  equal  to  this,  if  you  would  have  us  forfake 
Mofes  for  you. 

32  Jcfas  replied,  Since  ye  mention  that  hread,  I, 
who  am  Truth  irfielf,  aflute  you,  that  the  mama,  which 
was  given  under  the  miniftration  of  Mofes ,  and  which 
indeed  not  he,  but  .God  *  himfelf  gave  unto  your  fa¬ 
thers,  fell  not  from  the  higheft  heavens,  but  only  from 
the  clouds,  ortbe  region  of  the  air,  to  fuppon  their 
mortal  lives  for  a  feafon  ;  But  my  Father,  in  lending 
me,  freely  gives  thofe  of  you,  who  by  faith  receive  me, 
the  mod  excellent  and  important  bread  from  the  higbeft 
heavens,  from  whence  I  am  come,  for  the  fpiritud  nou* 
nOimcntofyourfoulsuntoeverHftingiifeandbleffednefs. 

33  For  this,  which  was  typified  by  the  manna,  is, 
by  way  of  eminence,  that  excellent  and  divine  provi- 
Jlon,  which  God  himfelf  has  made  for  his  family,  and 
which  he  has  fept  down  f  from  the  heaven  of  heavens, 
for  the  fpiritual  life  of  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
perUhing  fi oners,  not  merely  of  the  Jews,  to  whofe 
ufe  the  manna  was  confined,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo, 
(fee  the  note  on  chap*  iii.  16.)  and  for  nouri thing 
them  up  to  eternal  life,  which  is  infinitely  preferable 
to  this  mortal  life. 

34  The  Jews  not  underftanding  Chrtft’s  meaning, 

hut 


NOTES* 

4  We  do  not  find  that  MWW  bad  Any  con-  he  did  not  explain  hU  mein  tog  by  applying 
eern  in  procuring  the  maira,  or  that  he  fa  the  metaphor  of  bread  particularly  to  him- 
tmich  m  priyrd-4or  it.  fdft  till  the  people,  in  the  next  vtrfe,  drfro- 

t  O  iak^amivt  he  vbUb  rtmj  ■  vcitd  their  nuftaken  conctii*  21  if  he  jpake  of 

might  In  thi*  place  he  better  rendered,  ihst  fame  material  bread  in  a  literal  frnfc,  or  at 
Y'n'fi  th'Jifi  jrvm  heaven  -  For  though  tcill'tbdr  ignorance  of  wbai  be  really  duqu 
oar  Lord  ccruiaJy  meant  it  of  iumfclf ;  yet 


Ch. 


VI. 


The  Evangelifi  JortM  paraphrafed. 


337 


they  auto 
Jjord,  evermore 
gtw  us  Ehit  brad, 


3J  And  Jefn* 

laid  unto  them,  I 
am  the  brad  of 
life*  he  that  com- 
erh  to  me  (hill 
never  hunger;  and 

he  that  Ikcliemh 
on  me  Shall  never 
thirlh 


3(5  But  1  faid 
nnto  you,  that  ye 
it  to  have  ten  me, 

and  believe  not* 


37  All  that  the 
FUtlier  givetb  me 
dull  come  to  me ; 
and  him  that 
comcth  to  me  [ 

will 


but  either  grofsly  apprehending  that  be  fpoke  literally 
of  Tome  extraordinary  bread,  or  at  belt  having  only 
fome  general  and  con fulcd  notions,  that  be  intended 
fomething  which  would  lupply  their  worldly  wants, 
and  make  them  exceeding  happy,  faid  to  them  with 
great  carneltaefs  *  atid  refpeft,  Lord,  feed  us  continual' 
Jy  with  this  bread,  which  has  fu  civ  wonderful  properties  j 
and  we  (hall  then  readily  own  that  you  excel  even  Mo- 
Jes  bimfelf. 

35  Jefus  replied.  Ye  are  much  miltaken,  If  you  think 
that  I  fpake  of  any  extraordinary  bread  in  a  literal  fenfe, 
or  of  any  temporal  happinefs  what  foe  ver ;  I  only  took 
occaGon  from  your  following  me  for  the  loaves,  and 
talking  fo  highly  of  the  mama  in  the  wildernefs,  to  repre- 
fent  myfelf,  and  the  benefits  I  bellow,  under  the  figure 
of  the  moil  excellent  bread;  and  my  plain  meaning  is, 
that  I  am  of  divine  original,  and  am  come  down  from 
heaven,  in  my  incarnation,  to  give  fpiritual  life  to  dead 
fouls,  and  to  nourifli  them  up  in  knowledge  and  grace, 
comfort  and  hoiinels  to' eternal  life  f :  So  that  whoever 
applies  by  faith  to  me,  and  receives  me  into  bis  heart, 
(hall  never  perifli  for  want  of  neceflary  and  feafon&ble 
rcfrefomem  to  his  foul,  as  a  needy  man  pines  and  dies 
with  corporal  hunger  or  third. 

3<$  But’  alas  {  I  have  already  told  you,  {ver.  26.) 
that  though  ye  have  feen  me,  and  the  miracles  which 
I  perform,  and  been  forced  to  pwn  them  to  be  wonder¬ 
ful  ;  yet,  through  the  carnality  of  your  hearts,  ye  are 
fo  fond  of  worldly  advantages,  that  you  will  not  em¬ 
brace  or  believe  in  me,  when  I  fprak  of  myfelf,  as 
come  to  bellow  all  fpiritual  bleflings  unto  everlafting  life, 

37  However,  there  ard  fome  who  will  believe  and 
be  favedj  even  all  whom  the  Father  $  by  eternal  agree¬ 
ment  has  given  to  me,  as  my  charge,  my. property, 
and  my  reward;  every  one  of  thefe  (hall  certainly  be 
inclined  and  enabled  to  come  by  faith  unto  me  :  And 
whoever  he  be,  that,  under  a  fcnic  of  his  guilt  and  un- 
worth inefs,  neceflity  and  danger,  (hall  betake  bimfelf 


to 


N  O 

*  Stmt  have  imagined  that  they  laid  dm 
hi  a  way  of  dcrifion,  »  luppuliiag  dial  what 
uur  hltflcd  Lord  fpoke  or  a  ridiculous 
ontett  of  fome  thing  which  wji  impartible 
to  be  done.  But  by  the  refpc£Kul  *ay  of 
their  iddrefllng  him,  it  Teems  to  me,  with 
that  they  were  ftrious, ‘though  very 
ignorant  in  this  requeft,  sod  (Hat  therefore 
in  the  following  r cries  he  To  dearly  explained 
hb  meaning  in  its  reference  to  him! elf. 
f  Coming  to  Chxlft  in  this,  and  the  37th 

Yol.  II.  t 


1  E  S, 

verTe ,  u  ihe  fartic  as  believing  in  him  ;  For 
the  people  were  already  tmno  in  a  corporal 
nnnot'r  to  him  \  and  it  cannor  he  laid  that 

the  bldHngs  here  promifol  ill  ill  be  given  to 
all  that  £b  cnmchihiin. 

5  Here  it  is,  ai!  that  tfa  Father  ivtb  mr ; 
an£  i*rr,  39,  it  is  0 it  thst  bt  bath  jfiwi  jwc  ; 
The  lenlc  is  the  time,  at  id  may  ifliisiiiiie  -hat 
the  lather  p-vc  them  rt>  Chrifl  by  ao 
nal  a ft,  which  abides  din!  never  Hull  lie  ru* 
vers’d. 


■ 

The  EvangsEJl  John  paraphrased. 


Ch.vi. 


will  in  no  vtTc 
uA  ©tic. 

r 


to  me*  and  truft  in  me  for  all  (station,  how  many  and 
how  aggravated  foe  vex  his  Goa  have  been,  and  how 

freat  foever  his  difcooragements  in  himfejf  may  be, 
will  on  no  account  whatsoever  reje£l  or  refnfe  mm; 
bur  will  readily  embrace  him,  and  (hew  him  all  the 
mercy  be  needs  for  pardon  and  peace,  bonification  and 
final  falvacion. 


38  For  I  came  38  For  I  did  not  come  from  heaven  into  this  lower 
down  final  h*»-  wori(j  at  uncertainties,  or  to  carry  on  aoy  private  dehgn 

miu  own  will,  of  «oy  own*  (Separately  from  mjr  Father:  But  the  very 
but  the  will  of  bufinefs,  on  which  I  am  come,  is  pun&ually  to  ex- 
him  ihar  feat  me.  his  will,  who  hath  fent  me  to  aft  the  part  of  a 

Saviour. 

3t  And  th»*M  39  And  it  is  the  refdutton  and  good  pleafure  of  my 
the  Father's  will  Father,  who  font  me,  that  of  all  the  numbcrlels  per- 

mc^it^t'o/Tll  fons>  whom  he  has  enrmlted  to  my  care,  I  Should  nri* 
which  he  hath  tber  neglect,  nor  be  deprived  of  any  one  of  them,  nor 

E*no  me  I  ihmtid  lofc  any  part  of  them  ;  hut  fiiould  recover  them  from 

uootTnUcitb«p  t*ie  ru*ns  t*lc*r  aP°^twy»  raife  them  to  a  glo¬ 
at  the  laft  day.  rious  immortality,  at  the  contamination  of  all  things, 

that  they  may  be  completely  happy  in  foul  and  body  for 


40  And  thills 
the  will  of  him 
that  fent  me,  that 
every  one  which 
fttth  the  9ofiIwd 
belie veUi  on  him, 

may  have  ever* 

lading  life*  arul 
1  will  nife  him 
tip  at  the  kit 
<ky- 


41  The  Jews 
then-  murmured 
"  at  him,  IscCaufe 
he  kid,  1  am  the 

br*jdwhichamt 
dowo  from  hea- 
Yea* 


ever* 

40  And  as  this  is  the  fee  ret  purpofe  and  delight  of 
my  Father  who  fent  me;  fo  it  is  his  revealed  will, 
which-]  am  come  to  pnblilh,  that  all  who*  being  con* 
vinced  of  their  need  of  me,  and  of  my  fufficiency  for 
their  help,  look  by  faith  to  me,  and  depend  upon  me, 
as  the  true  Mefliah,  for  a  whole  falvation,  (hall  be  made 
partakers  of  eternal  life:  And  I  will  certainly  accom* 
ptilh  his  will  and  word,  by  the  working  of  my  mighty 
power,  in  raiGng  up  their  mortal  bodies  from  the  grave, 
and  in  putting  their  whole  per  tons  in  full  poffeffion  of 
endlefs  glory  and  blcflednefs  at  the  laft  day* 

41  The  Jews  now  plainly  perceiving  from  this  ex¬ 
plication,  that  by  the  pr^d,  which  came  down  from 
heaven,  Chrift  meant  himfrlf,  and  his  fpiritual  benefits, 
found  tbemfelvea  utterly  difappointed  in  their  worldly 
expeditions  from  him  ;  and,  having  no  relifh  for  fpi- 
ritual,  bieflings,  they  were  difgafted  and  cavilled  at  him, 
under  pretence  that  he  afliimed  an  extravagant  honour 
to  him  {elf,  by  affcrting  that  he  came  down  from  the 
high  eft  heavens,  which  could  be  laid  of  no  mere  man 
what  foever. 


'  41  And  tVy  43  And  to  fup port  their  prejudices,  they,  taking  for 

TtTti*  granted  that  be  was  begotten  and  conceived  like  other 

joicpli  ,  men,  faid  one  to  another  by  way  of  fcorn  and  contempt, 

■  f«-  Is  not  this  Jefus  the  £on  of  Jof*pky  a  poor  carpenter? 
and  are  not  we  ourfelves  acquainted  with  both  his  fa* 

thcr 


Ch.  vi. 


The  EvangeBJt  John  paraphrased. 


father  and  mi> 

ther  ve  kiw»  ? 
bow  n  it  then 
tint  he  frith,  £ 
came  down  from 
haven  7 
43  Jcfusthert' 
foie *  -  anlWcred 
ami  frid  umo 
them ,  Murmur 
not  among  four* 
frtfCk 


44  No  man  can 
cone  to  me,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Father, 
which  bath  fent 
me,  draw  him  : 
and  J  will  iaifr 
him  up  at  the 
lift  da;. 


ther  and  mother,  who  have  nothing  extraordinary'  in 
them  ?  How  then  can  he  have  the  face  to  pretend  to  nsv 
who  fo  well  know  his  original  on  earthy  that  he  defend¬ 
ed  from  heaven  ! 

41  Jefus  therefore,  knowing  their  perverfe  mifre- 
prefentatious  and  arguuigs  among  themfelves,  an  Twer- 
ed  faying.  All  this  is  groundlcfs  cavil,  which  ye  tin- 
righteouffy  ttir  op  in  one  anothers  minds,  and  turn  into 
a  prejudice  again  ft  me,  as  if,  becaufe  my  reputed  fa¬ 
ther,  and  my  real  mother,  according  to  the  flefh,  are 
known  to  be  mean  perfons  on  earth,  it  were  tmpoflible 
that  I  fhould  have  an  higher  original  from  heaven. 

44. The  true  reafon  of  your  unbelief  and  mu r rout¬ 
ings  on  this  head,  lyes  in  the  corruption  of  your  own 
hearts,  which  defpifes  and  oppofes  fpi ritual  things,  and 
which  nothing  but  a  divine  power  can  fubduej  anti, a* 
I  (aid  before,  that  all  whom  the  Father  giveth  me  Jbalt 
come  to  mef  (ver*  37.)  fo  1  now  further  tell  you  plain¬ 
ly,  thar  no  man  whatlbever,  in  his  prefem  ftate  of  de¬ 
generacy,  is  able  to  divert  bimfelf  of  the  natural  blind - 
ndbj  enmity,  and  carnality  of  his  heart,  and  favingly 
to  believe  in  me^  unlds  my  heavenly  Father,  who  has 
fent  me,  perfuade  and  enable  him  by  his  Spirit,  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  me  for  ialvatioEi,  in  that  way  which  I  am  come 
to  reveal :  And  I  will  Jake  effectual  care  of  every  one 
that  is  thus  brought  to  believe  in  me  j  and,  at  the  end 
of  time,  will  certainly  raife  up  bis  mortal  body  to  im¬ 
mortal  life  and  blefledocfs* 


4f  itb  writieo 
in  the  prophet*, 

And  they  [ball  be 
aft  nnght  of  God. 
Every  min  there¬ 
fore  that  hath 
heard,  and  bach 
teamed  of  the 
Father,  comth 
bjoio  me. 


45  And  what  I  am  laying  is,  in  effe£t,  the  fame 
that  was  foretold  in  the  writings  of  the  prophets,  re- 
Jating  to  the  gofpet^burch,  where  it  is  fold,  (Ifa.  liv. 
*13*)  AU  thy  children  Jbalt  he  taught  of  the  Lord \  and 
(Jer*  mi*  33,  34*)  I  will  put  my  fan/  in  their  inward 
parts  *  and  write  it  in  their  hearts  \  for  they  Jbalt  all 
know  me$  from  the  leaf  uf  them  unto  the  grtateftf  faith 
the  Lord*  This  makes  it  evident,  that  all  £/Ws  children* 


or  thofe  who  are  given  to  me  of  the  Father,  mutt  be 
drawn  hy  his  efficacious  illumination  and  influences,  in 
order  to  their  coming  to  me  *  and  that  every  one,  who 
not  only  hears  and  is  taught  bis  will  concerning  me,  by 
the  miniftry  of  the  word,  but  is  likewife  under  ihefc  in¬ 
ternal  drawings,  will  certainly  believe  in  me, 

4*  Not  that  any  fo  not,  mi  (lake  me,  as  if  I  would  intimate 

MwItoelU  that  any  man  hath  feen,  or  can  fee  the  Father  himfelf, 
1  which  or  is  to  expedt  an  immediate  teaching  from  his  own 

perfon :  This  can  be  laid  of  none  but  the  only  begotten 
Son,  who  is  partaker  of  the  divine  nature  \  (fee  the 
note  on  chap *  i*  18.):  He  indeed  has  a  raott  intimate 

T  2  and 


Ch.  n 


J4° 

which  U  of  God, 
he  hath  feen  the 
rather* 


41  Verily  veri¬ 
ty  (  fay  unto  you, 
He  that  bdieveth 
om  me  hath  ever* 
lading  iife- 


49  T  am  that 

bread  of  life. 


40  ‘Yourfalfteti 
did  cot  matma  in 
the  wUdemefi, 
and  art  dead. 


jo  This  is  the 
bread  which  eom- 
cdi  down  fram 
heaven,  that  a 
man  may  eat 
thereof#  aid  not 
die. 


$1  I  am  the  Ii- 
fuif;  bread  which 
came  down  from 
heaven  ;  if  any 
man  tat  of  this 
bread  he  lhall  five 
lor  ever:  and  the 
bond  that  1  will 
give  is  my  fath, 

which 


The  Svangelijt  John  paraphrafed. 

and  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  Father  himfelf,  and, 
as  lying  in  his  hofora,  knows  his  mind  and  will  imme¬ 
diately  from  htmfclf;  and  it  is  by  the  Son  and  Spirit 
that  the  Father  teaches  others. 

47  And,  as  he  now  fpeaks  by  me,  I,  who  am  Truth 
itfelf,  foleranly  alia  re  you,  that  whoever,  as  a  loll  and 
pcrifhing  firmer,  .believes  in  me,  as  the  only  Saviour,  is 
partaker  of  a  life,  which  in  its  nature  is  cvcrlalHng  $ 
he  has  already  the  principle,  beginnings,  and  earnefU 
of  eternal  life,  and  has  fuch  a  fure  title  to  it,  that  he 
(hill,  in  due  time,  as  certainly  enjoy  it  in  all  its  per¬ 
fection,  as  if  he  were  already  in  full  pofTcffion  of  it. 

48  I  therefore  plainly  tell  you  again,  that  1  myfclf, 
in  my  office -character  and  benefits,  am  that  it  rue,  li¬ 
ving,  and  Hfe-giving  bread,  which  I  have  been  fpeaking 
of;  all  the  fprings  of  fpiritual  life  are  in  me,  and  it  is 
by  virtue  derived  from  me,' that  believers  are  made  a- 
live  to  God  in  this  world,  and  continue  fo,  till  they 
obtain  everlafting  life  in  the  world  to  eome. 

49  As  for  the  nianna  in  the  wildernefe,  which  ye  fo 
highly  magnified,  what  i$  that,  when  compared  with 
this  living  bread  ?  your  anceftora  were  indeed  miracu- 
loufly  fed  by  it  in  a  barren  wildernefc ;  but  what  is  be- 
come  of  them  all  t  they  are  long  fince  dead  like  other 
men  :  It  could  not  keep  them  always  alive  upon  earth  ; 
nor  was  there  any  virtue  in  it  to  give  them  life  in  ano¬ 
ther  world:  Nay,  notwithflandiog  their  eating  of  irt 
many  of  them  died,  for  their  murmur  lugs  and  unbe¬ 
lief,  by  an  immediate  ftroke  of  God’s  wrath ;  and  few 
of  them  lived  to  enjoy  the  promifed  land. 

£0  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  the  living  bread,  wbieh  I 
declare  myfclf  to  be,  and  which  I  have  told  you  came 
down  from  the  higheft  heaven  itfelf,  is  of  fuch  a  divine 
and  excellent  nature,  that  whoever  does  what,  in  the 
language  of  metaphor,  may  be  called  feeding  upon  it, 
(hall  efcape  the  wrath  of  God,  and  never  die  the  fecond 
death. 

5:  I  am  come  down  from  heaven  to  be  all  that, 
which  I  have  been  difeourfmg  of  under  the  norion  of 
living  bread  :  And  as  the  body  is  nounfhed  by  the  food 
tbat  is  eaten ;  fo  whoever,  with  a  fpiritual  appetite,  re* 
coives  me  into  his  heart  by  faith,  his  foul  (hall  live  in 
the  bed  fenfe,  and  never  die :  and  his  body,  though  it 
die,  (hall  be  raifed  again  to  etenul  life:  Aod  dill  more 
particularly  ro  inform  you  of  what  it  is  in  me  and  my 

performances,  that  has  this  immortal  virtue  to  a  belie¬ 
ver,  I  tell  you  it  is  my  own  body*  or  human  nature, 
which  I,  in  a  way  of  fpecial  operation,  have  affumed 

into 


Ctbvi.  The  EvangeliJ!  -John  paraphrafed. 


which  l  viil  give 
for  tli«  life  of  the 
wot  hi*  ' 


J*  The  Jews 
therefore  ft  rove 
aiQotigft  them* 
iei^cs  ,  Ay  tug  , 
How  can  this 
nun  give  us  bh 
rici  to  eat  i 


I  3  Then  Jufu* 
Aid  unto  them. 
Verily  verily  1  Jay 
unto  you,  Ex¬ 
cept  ye  eat  the 
firth  of  the  Sod 
of  ntn^UKtilrinlt 
hif  biemd^ye  luve 
no  life  ia  you* 


14-  Wliofo  eat* 
cth  my  Adh,  and 

driulcth  my 
blood,  hath  eter¬ 
nal  life,  and  l  viU 
nife  him  np  «x 
the  lift  day. 


%%  For  my  flefli 
it  meat  indeed, 
and  my  blood 
drink  indeed* 


into  pcrfonal  union  with  my  ciiuine  nature,  and  which 
I  will  freely  give  up  onto  the  word  of  deaths,  for  the 
redemption  of  thofe,  who  have  deferred,  and  expofed 
themfelves  to  it,  that  I  may  bring  fpiritual  and  eternal 
life  to  finners  of  this  loft  world,  including  Gentiles  as 
well  as  Jews*  (See  the  note  on  chap,  iii.  1 6.) 

52  Though  this  way  of  Chriit’s  exprefling  the  bene* 
fits  of  his  incarnation  and  death  was  evidently  figuran  ve, 
according  to  the  ufual  and  well-known  ftile  of  the  e<t(U 
ern  nations ;  and  though  what  the  Jews  had  fuggefted 
about  the  manna  naturally  gave  a  fit  occafion  for  this 
manner  of  re  prefacing  them  ;  yet  they  perverfetr  f- 
puted,  with  great  heat  among  themfelves,  a  gain  ft:  it, 
ft  ill  taking  his  words  in  a  literal  fenfc,  and  faying,  by 
way  of  cavil  and  fcorn,  How  is  it  poftibfe  that  this 
man's  fleth  fhould  be  eaten  like  bread ;  or  that  he  ihould 
give  it  for  us  to  feed  upon  it  ?  This  is  monftrouily  ri¬ 
diculous  and  abfurd  ;  and  would  be  unnatural  and  fo¬ 
rage  to  the  lad  degree. 

53  Then  our  blefted  Lord,  knowing  what  a  ftupid 
and  carnal  turn  they  wilfully  gave  to  his  words,  replied, 
What  I  have  foid  is  fo  for  from  being  ridiculous  and 
abfurd,  according  to  my  declared  meaning  in  it,  that  I, 
the  faithful  and  true  Witneu,  fclemnly  allure  you,  un- 
lefs  in  a  moral  and  fpiritual  fenfe  ye  do  that,  which  may 
be  figuratively  called  eating  the  flefh,  and  drinking  the 
blood  of  the  incarnate  and  dying  Redeemer,  and  unlefs 
ye  be -united  to  him  by  faith,  and  made-par  takers  of  the 
virtue -of  .his  Atoning  death  for  the  remiffion  of  fins, 
and  the  refrefhment  of  your  fouls,  yc-have  no  princi¬ 
ple  of  fpiritual  life  in  you,  nor  any  right  -or  claim  10 
eternal  life,  nor  ihall  ye  ever  enjoy  it. 

54  But,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  by  faith  receives 
me,  who  am  come  to  redeem  loft  Tinners  by  my  fuffer- 
ings  in  the  flefh,  and  by  (bedding  my  blood,  has  alrea¬ 
dy  the  principle  and  earnefts  of,  and  a  fure  title  to  eter¬ 
nal  life;  jnd  f  will  certainly  bring  -him,  foul  and  body, 
to  .the  full  poflefGou  of  it,  at  the  confummation  of  all 
things* 

•  55  For  my  body,  which  ihall  be  broken,  and  my 
;blood,  wbicb  (ball  be  (bed  for  the  remifiton  of  fins,* 
haye  fucb  virtue  to  procure  reconciliation  and  accept¬ 
ance  with  God,  together  with  fanclification  and  com¬ 
fort  here,  and  eternal  folvation  hereafter,  that  whoever 
by  faith  applies  them  to-  himfelf,  and  has  communion 
with  me  therein,  fliall  find  them  to  be  the  beft  of  food 
and  drink  for  the  refrefhment  of  his  foul,  in  a  much 
more  fublime,  effectual,  and  eminent  ferife,  than  his 

,  ..eating 
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S6  He  that  eat- 
eth  my  (It;^ , 
aod  diiiAeth  ray 
MoAdt  dwrikih 
in  me  and  1  in 

■bun* 


As  the  li¬ 
ving  Father  bath 
lent  me,  and  I 
Live  tiy  the  Fa* 
theri  fo.hc  that 
C3i(cib  met  even 
he  ibiii  live  i>y 
me. 

jfi  Thti  k  that 
bread  which  came 
iipvn  from  hea¬ 
ven :  rtot  as  your 
htlicn  did  cat 
manna,  and  arc 
dead:  he  that  eat* 

«h  of  this  bre  td 

ib4il  lire  for  ever* 


ypTtwfo  things 

laid 


eating  and  drinking  any  corporal  repafts  can  be  for  the 
refremment  of  his  mortal  body* 

56  This  may  beilluftrated  in  the  following  manner; 
As  by  eating  and  drinking  material  provisions,  they  are 
digeltcd,  incorporated)  and  become  one  with  tbc  bodyi 
for  the  fu,n port  and  comfort  of  its  p refen t  frail  life  ;  fo 
he  who  by  faith  receives  me,  together  with  the  benefits 
of  my  death,  onto  his  heart,  is  thereby  united  with  me, 
as  a  member  of  my  myfticat  body  j  1  dwell  in  him  by 
my  Spirit,  and  he  dwells  in  me  by  faith,  for  all  the 
purpofes  of  maintaining  and  nourifhing  bis  fpiritual 
life,  till  it  (hall  reach  its  utnioft  perfe£Uon  in  heaven. 

57  So  that  as  the  Father,  who  has  life  in  himfeif,  has 
given  me  com  million,  and  I  thereupon,  in  my  media¬ 
torial  character,  have  life  *  from  him  for  the  executi¬ 
on  of  my  trfficc :  In  like  manner  I,  who  have  alfo  life 
in  my  felt,  will  communicate  fpi  ritual  life  to  thofc  vrho 
by  faith  receive  me,  that  they  may  live  with  me  for  ever. 

58  This  therefore,  upon  the  whole,  is  my  mtauing; 
I  myfelf;  jo  thefe  con  (idem:  ions  of  me,  am  that  true 
and  living  bread,  which  had  it  $  original  in  heaven,  anil 
defended  from  thence,  and  with  which  the  manna-  in 

x  W 

the  wildernefs  is  no  more  worthy  to  be  compared,  in 
point  of  excellence,  than  a  type  and  fhadow  is  with 
its  antitype  and  fubfhmce  :  For  when  your  anceflors 
eat- of  that  bread,  their  mortal  lives  only  were  fuftain- 
ed  by  it  for  awhile,  they  being  all  long  fines  dead; 
but  every  one  who  receives  me  by  faith,  fhall  have  an  im¬ 
mortal  life,  which  being  begun  in  grace,  {hall  be  main* 
tainrd  and  cberiflted,  till  it  beperfe£tedin  eternal  gloryf. 

59  Thefe  things  were  delivered,  not  to  a  fele£f  com¬ 
pany  in  private,  but,  according  to  Chrift’s  ufual  cuf- 

tom. 


N  o 

.  *  ChrifL  firing  hi  the  Father  fee  ms  10  re¬ 
late  to  his  life  4*  o^n  and  aidutgr ;  beciufe 
ic  is  here  Cpokcp  of,  as  the  coatoquenee  of 
hk  Father's  tending  him;  and  a  believer's 

living  by  hilti  i,  represented  is  bearing  an 
analogy  to  hi*  living  by-  the  Father. 

t  It  appears  tyom  the  whole  of  thb  dif- 
Cuiu-fc,  that  the  eating,  here  fpokcu  oft  ran* 
notTcUce  to  a  facra.meotal,  murh  kit  to  * 
corporal' aiideArnal  eadog  and  drinking  the 

Teal  body  end  blood  of  uirilh  according  la 
the  abfurd  doArine  of  tranimbfUwiatiott : 
?or  tliffc  things  were  fidd  a  coo  fid  stable  rime 
(a  year  at  Lead)  before  the  Lord**  (upper 
Wff  lEiltftutcd,  and  were  then  ff>oken  of  in 
(ho  prefent  rente,  as  necdlary  to  eternal  life 
but  as  it  is  shocking  to  ftpppfe  fhat  ail,  who 
died  between  thi^  time  and  the  ioftitutioo  of 
ih^t  ortliqaooe/ were  loft  for  ever;  foil  is 
bn  uomfonqbic  and  pernicious  ftittch  of 
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charity  to  ftippofc,  that  all,  in  every  faccccd- 
tng  age,  who  and  drank  ejclcrnaily  of  the 
ford's  Topper,  arc  certainly  fitted*  Befido, 
the  Popafi  doAnnc,  founded  on  this  dif- 
coorfe,  is  very  barbarous  10  the  UUyT  wbilfl 
it  denies  them  the  cupt  which  it  calls  the  re¬ 
al  blood  of  Chrift’  for  drinking  jk  Ubod  is 
he  re  represented  to  be  as  neceflary  to  eternal 
life,  a*  coring  l is  fldb*  But  to  undcribod 
this  m  a  proper  and  literal  feo&,  u  to  put  as 
graft  a  conftraffion  upon  Chrift’S  words,  as 
the  carnal  yews  thenhfelves  did,  wben  they 
laid,  (rer,  51.)  ffrtv  to*  ibis  maa  gfiir  at  rU 
JUfi  tv  tail  And  oar  bkfled  Lord  himftlf  all 
along  {hews,  that  hit  difeoprfe  is  to  be 
taken  in  a  Spiritual  fenfe,  and  that  eat¬ 
ing  and  drinking  in  this  cafe  arc  of  tlie 
(3010  import  with  coming  to  hmt  or  btRtwg 
is  obwt  (r*r,  35.)  Accordingly  he  tells  us, 

£  wr.  dj*}  that  to  underftand  bis  word*  1 Ike- 


Ch.  ti. 
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(**A  he  in  the  fy* 

as  be 
uugtuin  Caper- 

JUUiD, 


do  M^ythett* 
Me  of  hi*  dif- 
ciplcs,  when  they 
had  heard  thist 
Aid,  This  is  an 
hard  frying,  who 
can  hoar  it  ? 


6 1  When  Jefus 
knew  in  himfeU, 
that  his  (tifcipUs 
mnrmond  at  it, 
htfiiitantotheiD^ 
Doth  this  offend 
you? 

tPhatind  if 
ye  (bail  fee  the 
Soil  of  man  afornd 

up  where  he  was 
before? 


dj  ItisthcfpU 

fit  that  qnkkco- 

cth 


tom!  publicly  in  the  fynagogue,  before  all  forts  of  bear* 
ers,  at  Capernaum *  after  hr  returned  thither  from  the 
wiidernds*  where  he  had  miraculoufly  fed  the  multi- 
tude»  that  followed  him  to  this  city,  becaufe  they  bad 
tat  of  the  loaves y  and  were  filled)  {ver*  2  6;) 

60  Now  as  he  had  a  gicat  number  of  difciples  at 
large*  who  often  attended  his  mini  (try,  and  made  a 
profeflion  of  his  name  ;  fo  many  of  them*  wbofe  hearts 
were  not  right  with  him*  were  highly  offended  at  what 
he  had  fold  about  his  being  the  bread  that  came  down 
from  heaven*  and  about  the  necefory  of  eating  him*  in 
order  to  their  living  by  him  :  They  that  ftill  took  thefc 
things  in  a  literal  fenfe*  thought  it  a  monftrous  and  fa- 
vage  do&riuc ;  they  that  took  them  in  a  figurative 
fenfe*  ta.s  Chrifl  explained  them*  thought  that  he  bhf- 
p  he  mo  u  fly  a  (Turned  to  himfelf  a  divine  original  and  o- 
peration;  and  they  that  knew  not  what  conftruftion  to 
put  upon  his  words*  thought  there  was  fomething  fo 
myfterious  in  them,  that  no  man  in  his  wits  could  re¬ 
ceive  them  ;  and  fo  they  heavily  complained*  one  to 
another*  that  he  preached  fuch  do&rine*  as  was  not  fit 
for  any  man  to  believe,  or  even  to  hear* 

61*  62  When  Jefus*  by  his  own  divine omnlfcience* 
knew  whatfecrct  whifpering  and  dilturbancc  his  words 
had  occafioned  among  them ;  he  find*  Docs  this  (tum¬ 
ble  you*  and  hinder  your  embracing  me  ?  there  is  no 
juft  caufe  of  your  being  offended  at  it:  For*  as  to  your 
prejudice  a  gain  ft  what  I  faid  about  my  coining  down 
from  heaven*  fuppofe  fome  of  you  (hnuld  fee  me*  the 
.Me Utah  in  human  nature*  afeend  locally  into  that  holy 
place*  where  1  had  an  extftcnce  before  my  incarnation  ; 
would  not  this  be  as  ftrange  and  unlikely  a  thing  as 
my  coining  down  from  thence  !  And  yet  this*  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  time*  fome  here  prefent  (ball  be  cyewitneOesof: 
Why  then  fhouM  ye  be  To  incenfed  againft  me*  for 
faying  what  is  foil  as  probable*  and  eafy  to  be  done  as 
this*  which  will  alfo  be  a  confirmation  of  that  ? 

63  And  as  to  your  other  prejudice  againft  what  I 
faid  about  eating  my  flefh*  and  living  by  me*  that  is  to 
be  underftood  only  in  a  fpiritud  and  not  in  a  carnal  fenfe : 
For  as  in  nature*  only  the  foul  and  animal  fpirits  quicken 
the  body;  foin  grace*  it  is  only  the  operation  of  the  Spirit 
of  God*  that  quickens  fouls  to  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  life; 
and  eating  my  flefh*  in  the  grofs  and  literal  fenfe*  were 
it  practicable  and  proper*  would  be  of  no  manner  of  ad¬ 
vantage 


NOTH. 


nllf,  profitrth  nothing;  bat  that  all  ibcir  that  attend  them,  tad  are  figtdfied  by  them* 
advantage  proceed*  from  ll»  Jpirit  fifi  or  arc  communicated  by  thrii  room. 


The  Evdngelift  John  parapbrafed Ch.  n< 


cth,  fhcflclh  pro- 
(i  ret  it  DQihi^  i 
the  words  chat  1 
fpcak  \mv>  you, 
are  i'pivit, 
a  lid  thtf  arc  Jifc* 

V 

<4  But  then 
pre  fume  of  yiiu 
that  bdie'e  not* 
for  Jrju*  kn$'j* 
iront  ilu  begin¬ 
ning  who  ihry 
M-cpt  Hut  bcliev- 

r-l  r.ci*,  and  urho 
ilhtuld  belt  a  y 

Uim* 


Gj  And  he  ft;  J, 
7  of e  ftnl  I 
utito  you.  Hut  iw 
ituti  can  romi: 

unto  toe,  rxeept 
it  mere  giren  un- 

ul  u»y  bV 


46  From  that 
/rare  many  of  Jiis 
t)j  Triples  went 
haek^anri  walked 
ro  mo/c  with 

him. 


tfy  Then  ft  id 
Jcl'tis  unto  the 
twelve,  Will  ye 
fiib  jjti  away  l 


tffl  Then  Simon 
'peter  afifwercd 
him,  1,0  rd,  to 
Wjiom  Iball  w cgH 

thou 


vantage  for  the  life  of  fouls:  The  word*  therefore,  that 
1  have  been  fpeaking,  relate  to  fpiritual  things,  and  are 
the  means  of  conveying  the  Holy  Spirir,  wbofe  influ¬ 
ence,  as  the  fruit  of  my  death  and  afccnCoo  to  heaven, 
is  effectual  unto  fpiritual  and  eternal  life* 

64  But  l  know  that  fome  pf  you,  who  profefs  to  be 
my  ilifeipic?,  do  not  heartily  believe  in  me,  and  there* 
fore  are  ready  to  cavil  at  my  doflrine,  and  put  the  moft 
ahfurd  and  perverfe  conllru£Uon  on  my  words*  And 
Jefus  might  well  fay  this ;  for  he  perfectly  knew  ail  along, 
from  the  very  iirit  of  their  pretences  to  own  and  follow 
him,  whofe  hearts  were  not  right  with  him,  and  which 
of  the  twelve  apofUes  thcmfclyes  would  not  only  prove 
to  be  inlinccre,  but  wnuM  Hkewtfe  bafely  betray  him* 

65  And,  faid  lie,  becaufe  I  knew  that  there  were 
falfe4i carted  pretenders  amnnjj  you,  therefore,  for  your 
cuuvi&iun  and  caution,  and  lor  diftinguUhing  real 
from  nominal  beliereis,  I  told  you  before,  [ver,  44.) 
that  no  man  can  favingiy  believe  hi  me,  milcfs  my  Fa* 
thcr  ciGcaciouiiy  draw  him  by  his  Spirit,  and  thereby 
give  him  flrength  and  grace  to  enable  him  to  come  to 
me,  in  a  fpi ritual  manner,  for  evedafting  life. 

66  Upon  ChriIVs  repeating  what  he  had  Card  before 
about  the  ahfoiute  uectfiity  of  divine  grace,  and  that 
with  fuch  3  ciofs  application  to  them,  who  had  profef- 
fed  dtfciplcfhip  to  him/many  of  them  were  fo.  ftuog 
and  offended  at  it,  that  they  immediately  revolted  from 
him  to  the  world,  to  their  pbarifaical  teachers,  and  to 
their  own  finful  and  fclf-deceiving  ways;  and  never 
more  returned  to  attend  on  his  miniftry,  nor  ever  made 
any  further  profeflion  of  him* 

67  On  occafion  of  this  great  apoflacy  among  them, 
our  Lord,  for -the  trial  of  the  twelve  a  po  files  faith,  and 
to  give  them  a  proper  opportunity  of  profefEng  it,  faid, 
in  an  affectionate  and  moving  manner  to  them,  See 
how  many  have  for&kenme  I  will  ye  alfo  follow  their 
example  ?  Tell  me  whar  arc  the  thoughts  and  purpofes 
of  yonr  hearts  about  this  matter? 

68  Then  Sihton  Ptftr  replied,  in  the  name  of  the 
red,  as  in  charity  believing  that  they  were  of  the  fame 
mind  with  himfelf.  Lord,  whatfoever  others  do,  we 
dare  not  think  of  leaving  thee:  For  ro  whom  fhould, 
or  can  we  go,  with  fafery  and  advantage,  but  to  thee  ? 
Shall  we  go  to  the  world  ?  that  can  never  be  a  farisfy* 
»ng  portion  10  ns :  Shall  we  go  to  the  fervice  of  fin  ? 
that  will  certainly  ruin  us :  Shalt  we  goto  the fcribts  and 
Pbarifetsz  ThcywiH  miftead  and  deceive  us;  Shall  wego 
to  any  fchemrs  of  our  own,  or  others  framing  for  happL 

pefs?  They  will  furelydifappcint  us:  Shall\Yt  %elo  Mcfcsx 


Cfat  tL 


tbou  luft  'the 

4-aidl  or  CU'nul 

life. 


dp  Andvchc- 
licve,  and  arc 
]  iWC  lliiU  ihou  ire 
that  (JhriA,  the 
Soo  of  the  living 
Gud. 


jo  Jdbs  an- 
fjLitd  (hem  t 
JIjvc  not  1  riio- 
fin  you  twelve, 
idH  one  of  you  15 
\i  devil  ? 


ji  Hcfiwfceof 
Jiititi  li’fariot, 
t'*£ f*n  or  ^ is* oil: 
fur  he  It  was  that 
fnould  betray 

h:m ,  being  OK 
VT  tilt  twelve* 
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and  trail  in  the  righteoufnels  of  the  law  ?  he  could  not 
help  us,  but  would  fend  us  back  to  thee  :  Or  iliall  we 
go  to  John  the  Baptiji  ?  he  turned  us  over  to  thee : 
’Tis  thou,  and  thou  only,  that  tcacheft  the  true  doc¬ 
trine  of  eternal  life,  and  art  able  and  willing  to  give 
us  life,  as  thou  rhyfelf  hall  told  us  in  this  dilcourle  ; 
we  therefore  are  determined  to  cleave  to  thee. 

69  And  from  what  we  have  already  feen  of  thee,  and 
heard,  and  learnt,  and  felt  from  thee,  we  firmly  be¬ 
lieve,  and  are  fully  fatisfied,  that  thou  art  the  true  bread 
of  life,  even  that  promifed  Mcffiah,  whom  we  expeft- 
ed,  and  that  eternal  Son  of  the  only  living  and  *  ti  uc 
God,  who,  as  a  divine  perfon,  came  ft  down  from 
heaven. 

70  Hereupon  our  blefled  Lord,  to  caution  them  a* 

gainft  feif-confidence  on  account  of  this  noble  confef- 
fion  of  him,  and  againft  being  Humbled,  when  after¬ 
wards  one  of  their  own  number  Ihould  prove  a  traitor 
to  him,  replied,  Do  not  ye  know  that  I,  the  Son  of  God, 
have  feparated  and  called  you,  my  twelve  apoftles,  to 
hear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  what  ye  have  now  con  felled 
concerning  me  ?  And  yet  even. one  of  you  is  fti  11  un¬ 
der  the  power  of  Satan,  and  will  aft  his  part  in  treacb- 
eroufly  delivering  me  into  the  bands  of  mine  enemies. 

71  He  hereby  particularly  meant  Judas  l/cariot, 
who  was  the  fon  of  one  Simon,  though  he  did  not  then 
think  proper  to  mention  him  by  name :  For  he  certain¬ 
ly  knew  that  this  wretch,  being  one  of  the  twelve  a- 
poftles,  would,,  through  the  mitigation  of  the  devil, 
abufe  his  familiar  acquaintance  with  hjs  Lord,  by  turn¬ 
ing  it  into  a  means  of  betraying  him. 

■ 

RECOLLECTIONS* 


What  a  wonderful  and  divine  Saviour  is  our  Hefted  Lord,  wham  God  the 
Father  has  fealed  !  EIc  u  the  eternal  Son  of  the  living  God,  who  came  original¬ 
ly  from  heaven,  and  having  died  in  human  nature  upon  earth,  is  gone  back  to 
heaven,  and  lives  there  for  ever.  He  fe&nches  the  fecrets  of  our  hearts,  and 
knows  the  moft  private  rourimirings  and  t  ran  factions  of  our  fouls  *  His  almighty 
power  can  multiply  our  itore  for  the  body  here,  and  raife  it  up  to  an  immortal 
life  hereafter ;  and  he,  who,  like  the  great  God  of  the  uni  verity  trnd  upon  the 
waves  of  the  fea,  and  turned  tUe  ftorm  into  a  calm,  can  eafity  quiet  a  troubled 
foul,  faying,  Jt  is  1,  he  not  afraid* — Of  how  much  greater  importance  is  it, 
that  we  be  partakers  of  fpirittial  Hefting*  to  eternal  life,  which  Chrift*  as  medi* 
a  tor,  has  all  authority  to  beftow,  and  will  give  to  them  that  come  by  faith  to 
him,  than  that  we  enjoy  the  beft  of  pcrifhiiig  things,  pertaining  to  thefe  mortal 
bodies !  And  yet,  aha  !  bow  much  more  pa  ms  will  men  take  for  the  meat  that 
pcriflies,  than  lor  that  which  endures  to  everlafting  life !  And  how  backward 
are  they  to  lech  this  better  food,  by  that  faith,  which  God  requires,  and  grv 

cion  fly 

NOTE* 

*  God  U  here  Ailed  the  living  God,  not  u  called,  by  way  of  peculiar  eminence  anjl 
ID  d:(tm<nitOi  the  cutun  of  the  Father  from  propriety,  the  Sou  of  thU  living  God,  to 
that  of  Sir  Son,  bcit  the  nature  of  the  true  intimate  that  he,  u  the  Son,  partakes  of  the 
Gal  £n>ra  that  of  zll  Me  gods;  and  Chrlft  fanre  divine  life  and  per  feftions  with  his  Faihn* 
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don  fly  works  in  all  that  obtain  it !  What  excellent  and  living  bread  Is  a  crucin- 
cd  Jcfiu  to  miftrable  fouls  l  He  by  his  Bob  and  blood  has  pure  ha  fed  the  belt  of 
life  tor  them,  and  by  his  word  and  Spirit  fpeaka  it  U>  them,  and  feeds,  comforts, 
and  nouriftics  them  to  eternal  life,.  Who,  that  knows  any  thing  of  bis  o\ux 
wants,  and  of  Ch  rift's  worth,  would  not  fay,  Lord,  evermore  give  us  of  this 
bread  }  How  fhould  we  hunger  and  thirft  after  him,  as  perilhing  creatures,  that 
need  his  fetation;  and  with  what  resdinds  fbould  we  receive  him  by  frith  with 
application  to  ouTfdvrs,  that  we  may  live  by  him  !  And  O  what  rich  encourage¬ 
ment  have  the  worft  of  Tinners  to  believe  in  him,  who  is  the  Amen*  the  faithful 
an d  true  Witcefe,  and  has given  the  ftrtmgcft  affitranccs,  that  he  wilt  in  no  wife  Gift 
out  any  that  come  to  him ;  but  will  give  them  the  beginnings,  earn  efts,  fore- 
taftes,  and  fecurities  of  eternal  life,  wiH  take  care  of  them,  and  all  their  con* 
cents,  and  raife  up  their  mortal  bodies  to  a  glorious  immortality,  equal  to  that 
of  their  fouis,  according  to  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father  !  How  unreafonab'e 
and  perrerfe  then  are  the  prejudices  and  murmnrings  that  tinners  harbour  in 
their  hearts  again  ft  him  !  fTft  becaufe  they  entertain  wrong  and  unworthy 
thoughts  of  his  ptrfcn  and  offices,  wtfdom*  power,  and  grace,  and  of  the  way 
of  felvation  hy  him,  and  prefer  earthly  and  carnal,  to  fecnlual  and  heavenly 
things :  O  how  neceiTary  are  God’s  fpecial  drawings,  by  the  internal  light  and 
influence  of  his  Spirit,  is  welt  as  by  his  word,  to  enable  us  to  believe  in  Jelus  to 
the  laving  of  oar  fouls  J  VYc  fhaU  underftand  fpmtual  things  in  a  carnal  manner* 
and  never  get  over  the  natural  enmity  of  our  minds  and  hearts  a  gain  ft  them,  un¬ 
less  we  hear  amt  learn  of  the  Father  to  come  to  Chrift-  hut  how  many  foever 
reject  him  throi^h  wilful  unbelief*  feme  Hull  be  brought  to  feving  faith  in  him  : 
His  Father’s  giff  of  them  to  him  ffiaH  never  be  revoked;  his  precious  blood  Ibed 
for  them  fhaJl  not  be  fplit  in  vain ;  his  own  and  bis  Father’s  heart  are  unitedly 
engaged  to  fecure  their  happinefs;  they  foal!  be  taught  of  God,  and  come  to  his 
Son ;  and  none  of  them  ft  all  be  loft,  but  he  will  raife  them  up  at  the  fell  day. 
Wherever  eife  we  Trek  for  f3lvalion,  we  (hall  certainly  fall  foort  of  it;  and  who 
knows  what  degrees  of  treachery  and  wickedncfs  they  may  be  fuffirred  to  go  in¬ 
to,  who  once  begin  to  forfeke  him?  But  the  apoftacy  of  others  fliould  be  lb  far 
from  (tumbling  us,  that  it  ftould  make  us  cleave  the  faftcr  onto  Him  ;  and  when 
he  feys  to  us,  ill  yc  go  away  aifo  l  we  Ihould  fey  to  him.  Lord,  to  whom 
£haU  we  go  i  thou  haft  the  words  of  eternal  life. 


CHAP.  VII. 

riff  rtf ufts  to  go  wilt  his  kindred  to  Jerufalem,  i,— 9.  Coes  pri¬ 
vately  afterwards )  10, — 13.  Preaches  in  the  temple,  and  dijeour - 
fee  with  the  Jews,  in  the  midff  of  the  feaff  of  tabernacles ,  about  bis 
doftrine,  14, — 18*  About  their  charge  of  his  breaking  the  Sabbath, 
and  going  about  to  kill  him  on  that  account}  19,-241  And  about 
bimfetf,  25, — 36.  His  gracious  invitation  to  jinners,  on  the  lafi 
day  of  the  feaff,  37,-39.  The  different  reception  he  met  wtb, 
40, — 44.  And  the  angry  debates  tf  the  Fhaxifecs  about  the  officers 
not  apprehending  him,  45,-1-  53* . 

Paraphrase. 

AFTER  the  things  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  dif- 
courfe,  oar  Lord  ftayed  a  conCderable  time  in  Ca- 
UJee,  and  travelled  about  from  place  to  place,  preaching 
the  gofpel,  and  doing  good :  For,  the  Jeafon  appointed 
Je«  fought  to  *>(  the  Father  for  his  death  not  being  yet  come,  he 
^jJlbim.  thought  it  imprudent  to  appear,  as  he  was  wont,  in 

Judea,  becaufe  the  Jms  there  were  grown  -To  in?ete* 

ter  ate 


AFTER  theft 
^  thing*  Jcfui 
walked  in  Gali¬ 
lee;  for  he  would 
*ai  walk  iiv  Jew¬ 
ry,  becaufe  the 
wi  fought  to 
Jft  him. 


Chap*  yii.  •  The  Evat \gdijk  John  paraphrased. 


%  How  the 
Uwt,  f«l>  of  14- 
jvcrnachn  «s  at 
banri, 

j  KE*  brethren 
therefore  fa  id  ua- 

tu  Ifitu,  l)r  p/.rt 
b^ce,  arid  go  in¬ 
to  judci,  that  thy 
ihcipfej  Jibniiiy 
fcf  fhe  tvorW* 

tbatchoti  4o(L 


4  For  rttrt  If 
no  man  that  doth 
s(ty  tiling  in  fc- 

crct,  and  hchim- 
fdf  fcekcth  to  be 

ktiowo  upenly* 
If  thou  do  chefs 
thlnjpr  Ibew  thy- 
i df  to  the  voJld. 


5  For  neither 
did  his  brethren 
bciicrc  b  him* 


6  Then  Jcfcs 
hid  onto  them. 
My  time  it  not 
j-ct  oomc  i  but 

your 


rate  againft  Mm,  that  they  refolved  to  take  him  off1,  as 
fooa  as  poffibie,  either  by  popular  fury,  or  by  form  of 
law. 

1,  3  But,  after  a  while,  the  Jewifb  feaft  of  taberw 
oacles  drew  near,  which  was  militated,  and  conti  nurd 
to  be  obferved,  as  a  memorial  of  If  rad’s  dwelling  in 
rents  in  the  wildernefs,  and  was  one  of  the  three  great 
feafts,  at  which  all  the  males  were  obliged,  by  God's 
command,  to  appear  before  him  at  Jerufcdtm.,  (D.-ut, 
xvi.  id.):  C  brill’s  near  kinfmen  therefore,  (fee  the  note 
on  Matth.  xii.  46.)  obferving  that  he  delayed  going 
to  that  Iblemnity,  put  him  upon  it,  faying,  Now  la 
your  opportunity  to  make  a  figure  in  the  worid  \  flay 
no  longer  in  this  poor,  obfeure  country,  but  go  ro  the 
more  populous  towns  and  cities  of  Judeat  and  batten 
away  to  the  great  metropolis,  that  by  your  preaching, 
and  wonderful  works,  you  may  make  converts  of  men 
of  reputation  and  learning  there,  and  may  encourage 
all  your  difciples,  who  at  this  time  are  repairing  from 
every  part  of  the  nation  thither,  and  will  be  ready  at 
hand  ro  favour  any  deligns  that  you  may  fet  on'  foot. 

4  For  no  man,  who under  (lands  bis  own  interefts, 
is  fo  imprudent,  as  to  do  things  in  a  private  corner  of 
the  country,  while,  like  you,  he  aims  at  gaining  a  pub* 
lie  reputation  by  them.  If  therefore  you  are  able  to  do 
any  extraordinary  works,  to  eftahlifh  your  authority,  as 
you  profefs  to  do  here  in  C alike,  your  wife (l  way  is  to 
perform  them  in  the  mod  famous  places,  and  on  the 
mo  ft  public  oceafions,  that  men  of  note  and  fenfe,  as 
well  as  the  populace,  may  fee  and  examine  theta,  and 
be  convinced  by  them. 

*  5  But  how  plasfiUc  and  innocent  foever  this  advice 
of  his  relations  might  appear,  it  preceded  from  mean 
and  nnworthy  thoughts  of  him  :  For  they  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  him  to  be  the  true  Meffiah,  but  fufpefted  that  he 
only  aimed  at  the  applaud  of  men,  and  at  fetring  up 
for  the  head  and  ringleader  of  a  party ;  and  therefore 
they  urged  him  in  this  manner  to  go  to  Jervfakm^  that 
he  might  be  detected  by  men  of  greater  penetration 
$an  thetnfdves, 

6  Jefas  (»)  therefore  anfwered  them,  Ye  are  much 
miftaken  in  your  thoughts  about  me  and  my  deligns : 
As  I  know  that  many  in  JerafaUm  are  contriving  to 
take  away  my  life,  before  the  time  is  come  for  me  to. 
refign  it  ’Tis  not  proper  that  I  fhould  appear  openly 

there 


NOTE. 

*  Some  have  thought  that  this  might  like*  /or  taring  GaRhc*  becaufc  of  (bine  fotthcc 
vlfc  be  meant  of  its  dot  being  hUtinac  yet  work,  which  he  bad  6ril  tv  do  there*  Bat 

what; 
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your  time  Is  *1* 
way  ready* 


7  The  world 
cannot  hue  y lu  ; 
bnt  me  it  hatcih, 
btcanlc  f  teftlfy 

of  it*  that  the 
work*  thereof  are 
evil. 


8  Go  ye  up 
unto  rhis  kart  : 
1  go  not  up  yet 
unto  tills  iVirt ; 
for  my  time  U 
ROC  yet  full  come* 


there  at  the  beginning  of  tbe  feaft,  and  thereby  need* 
lefly  give  them  an  opportunity  of  concerting  mcafures 
for  my  deftru£tion :  But  it  is  other  wife  with  you;  Ye 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  tbetr  perfections,  and  there¬ 
fore  may  go  without  any  danger  to  yourfelves,  when¬ 
ever  ye  pi  cafe* 

7  The  men  of  this  world  have  no  reafon  to  be  ene- 
mies  to  yon,  who  are  like  therofelves  in  their  princi¬ 
ples*  temper,  and  defigns,  and  never  care  to  fay  any 
thing  to  offend  them :  But  they  have  the  greatcit  aver¬ 
sion  to  me,  and  fee  It  my  ruin,  becaufe  1  freely  and  faith¬ 
fully  tell  them  their  own*  and  oppofe  and  condemn' their 
beloved  lulls  and  finful  ways,  for  their  reformation* 

8  Repair  ye  therefore  to  JerufaUm  as  foon  as  ye  will, 
that  yc  maybe  there  at  Lhe  beginning  of  the  feaft:  I 
Jhall  not  keep  you  company,  nor  indeed  go  yet*  a- while ; 
for  I  muft  wait  a  little  longer  before  it  will  he  prudent 
for  me  to  he  feen  thcie* 


p  When  he 
hart  kid  iLtic 
weeds  ytitfUtarw, 
he  abode  jfijV  hi 
Gitlilcc. 


io  Hut,  uhen 
his  hrethrru  une 
gone  upt  thru 
went  he  jKo  up 
unto  the  ftall, 
hoc  trimly*  hut 
na  it  were  in  le- 

CCCL 


9  By  this  anfwer  he  Cent  them  to  attend  divine  ordi¬ 
nances,  though  they  were  perfons  of  a  carnal  unbelie¬ 
ving  heart  j  but,  as  they  did  not  like  his  prefence  a- 
mongrbem,  he  would  not  honour  them  with  it :  And, 
having  thus  difmifled  them,  he,  keeping  to  his  refolu* 
tion,  ftill  continued  fon^e  days  in  Gsi/i'/iv* 

to  But.  foon  after  xhofe  relations,  according  to  the 
fldh,  had  fer  out  on  their  journey,  he  likewife  went 
after  them*  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  that  he 
might  honour  the  jnftitutions  of  God,  and  fulfil  all 
righteoufneft.  But  he  went  very  privately,  to  prevent 
noile  and  tumult,  and  all  appearance  of  vain-glory,  as 
alfo  to  avoid  giving  umbrage  to  the  government,  and  to 
-efcape  the  hands  cf  fucb  wicked  men  as  might  lye  in 
wait  ro  murder  him. 


1 1  Then  the 

Jews  fought  him 
tat  the  fall,  anrt 
iaid»  Where  is  he  I 


ic-  And  there 
na*  much  mur¬ 
muring  among 
the  people  con- 
.drmo£  him  :  for 
ftime  fiifrt  lie  is  a 

good  man :  o- 

there 


ii  In  the  mean  while,  xhtjeivi  expelling  him  at 
the  feaft,  and  iinding  that  be  did  not  come  with  bis 
kindred,  there  was  great  inquiry  after  him,  they  all 
wondering  what  was  become  of  him,  or  where  he  had 
bid  himfelf;  fome  being  defirous  to  hear  his  excellent 
difeourfea*  and  fee  his  wonderful  works,  whilft  others 
were  watching  for  an  opportunity  to  get  him  into  their 
power,  that  they  might  put  him  to  death* 

ti  And  this  occasioned  ait  tmiverfal  talk,  and  warm 
debates  about  bim  ;  fome  infilled  that  he  certainly  was 
at  lead  an  honed,  worthy,  and  u ft: ful  man,  whofe  doc¬ 
trine  was  heavenly,  whofe  life  was  holy,  and  whofc 

miracles 


NOTE, 

*Am  is  added  in  tl*c  next  verfe  about  lhe  going  to  Jmrfalm  juft  then,  feems  to  fa- 
v  oild's  hatiug  hiiUj  a*  the  itafoa  of  LU  not  v?ur  the  other  intcrprcuuQQ  ratber  ihamhi^ 


Ch.  vii. 

tbm  ftid,  Niyj 
hat  he  doocwcth 
the  people. 


■ 
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1 3  Ha* belt * 

no  maa  ipake  O- 

l>tTily  uf  him,  for 
Jujf  of  the  Jews, 


34  Now,  about 
the  mid  ft  of  the 
i-aftj  Jcfo*  went 

up  into  th*  tem- 
j>ii;  and  talijht. 


IS  And  the 
Jcvs  mmeUed, 

l-iying ,  How 

krowjth  this 
roan  letter*,  hiv- 
ingocyer  karoed? 


jtf  Jtfn*  an- 
f*e red  ihcm,  and 
Mydo&rinc 
m*  mine,  but 
h»  that  frst  me. 


miracles  were  all  merciful  and  engaging;  and  they 
murmured  at  the  chief  priefts*  feribes  and  Pharifets%  for 
reviling  and  oppofing  him :  Anti  others*  on  the  contra* 
ry,  cried  out  againfi  him,  as  an  impoftor,  who  deluded 
the  people*  ail'erted  himfelf  to  be  equal  with  God,  and 
profaned  the  fahbath  by  working  his  cares  on  tharday* 
{tbap*  v.  18.);  and  they  murmured  at  his  friends*  ifor 
taking  his  pair,  and  {hewing  him  any  countenance 

13  However*  as  the  run  of  the  chief  men  was  cruelly 
again  ft  him*  none*  that  had  a  good  option  of  him* 
durft  venture  to  fpeak  rheir  rrincU  fmdy  and  publicly 
in  his  favour*  left  tbeyftiould  provoke  the  rulers  of  the 
Jems ,  to  take  them  up*  and  pcrfccute  them  lor  1m  fake* 

14  Now  though*  for  wife  regions,  {vtr  6,  7.)  Chrift 
did  not  think  fit  to  appear  openly  at  the  beginning  of  the 
feaft ;  yet  about  the  third  or  fourth  day  of  that  folemmty* 
which  hfted  feven  days*  (Ltv*  xxnu  34.)  he*  to  fliew- 
that  he  was  not  afraid  of  his  enemies*  went  boldly  to 
the  temple*  when  he  was  little  rxpe&cd,  and  preached 
to  the  people  in  full  aflembly,  they  being  then  more  at 
leifure  tohear  him*  having*  according  to  cuftom*  fpent 
fome  days  in  their  booths* 

i  j  And  his  difeourfe  was  with  fuch  feriptura!  evi¬ 
dence*  with  fuch  profound  judgmenr*  and  with  fuch 
gravity  and  authority*  that  his  hearers  Good  amazed  at 
it;  ami  fome  of  them  faid*  in  a  way  of  high  approba¬ 
tion  and  applatife*  and  others  in  a  way  of  detraction  and 
contempt*  as  if  he  got  his  knowledge  by  fome  evil  art* 
how  is  this  man  able  to  talk  at  fuch  an  uncommon  ran: 
ahout  the  things  of  God*  and  the  holy  feriptures**  fince 
he  never  went  ahroad  for  learning*  nor  was  educated  by 
any  of  our  famous  rabbles  in  the  fchools  of  the  prophets 
at  home  ? 

16  jefus  perceiving  their  aftontihmenr*  and  what  an 
invidious  turn  fome  of  them  gave  to  hi$  manner  of 
preaching*  replied*  for  the  ellablifhmrm  of  his  friends, 
and  confutation  of  his  enemies*  1  did  no!  learn  the  doc¬ 
trine*  which  1  teach*  by  any  human  afliftance,  nor  is 
it  a  private  invention  of  my  own  head  f;  hut  it  is  ori¬ 
ginally  from  God  my  Father*  who  communicated  it  to 

me* 

NOTES, 

here  treulbtcrt  Ut~  own,  bui  Ms  Father's  that  font  him :  And  it 

became  him,  in  his  ftate  of  htimLIUrtoD,  and 
under  the  chdviwler  of  a  prophet,  to  fp^k 
of  it  in  this  light,  accnnliifg  u>  uhat  (ial 
had  frill  io  Mifes  &>n  seining  btm,  (D&U 

Kviu,  18.)  /  will  r&ife  them  up  a  prppkct  frem 
amen*  their  brethren  like  tr*/e  ihtey  auJ  vriit 

put  nty  wrA  ht  his  wior tfb%  Jbaii  f*€dk 

'jrafr  Am  aU  that  I  «jsmkW  hint* 


*  r the  \ 
ters,  feems  to  ftgnify  the  icriptares,  jo  which 
M cfes  vrotc  of  Cm  id*  Cttap*  v. 

f  Though,  confidently  Chnfl  as  God,  hU 
do^rinc  muh’v  own  as  weft  as  bis  Fatlw's ; 
yet,  he  here  evidently  fpcaktag  of  hioiicif 
as  mini  and  the  MtfCjli.  his  doftrinr,  un¬ 
der  that  oonflstencion  of  him,  vnj  not  his 


3jo 


The  Bvangetijl  Jobh  paraphrafed. 


Cl),  vu. 


i  >  If  any  man 
HU  *ilL 
He  (Hall  knov  of 
tbc  doctrine*  whe¬ 
ther  it  be  of  God, 
or  -whether  1  /peak 
of  my&lf. 


m3  He  that 
fpeaketh  of  him- 
fie  if  fecketh  hb 
<wn  glory :  but 
he  lhai  feeketh 
his  glory  that 
lent  him,  the 
fame  u  true,  and 
no  anri"htG0uf* 
u  mhim. 


me,  as  the  MelEab,  by  his  Spirit,  with  which  he  a- 
noin  ted  me  above  meafure,  and  who  fent  me  to  publith 
it  to  the  world,  not  for  gaining  applaufe  to  myleJf,  bur 
for  the  ad  ran  cement  of  bis  honour  and  glory. 

17  Whether  ye  will  believe  this  or  not,  yet  whoever 
is  heartily  defirous  to  Jay  afide  bis  prejudices,  and  to 
go  into  humble,  ferrous,  and  impartial  inquiries  into 
the  will  of  God,  by  meditation,  reading,  hearing,  and 
praying,  that  be  may  learn  and  pradife  it,  he  fbaJI 
find  enough  4n  the  nature  and  tendency  of  my  dodrine 
to  recommend  it ;  he  fhall  experience  fuch  powerful, 
fweet,  and  holy  effe&s  of  it,  and  fuch  further  affiftancea 
of  the  Spirit,  as  will  enable  him  to  judge,  with  entire 

'fatisfaQionto  himfelf,  whether  it  really  be  a  divine  re- 
velation,  as  1  aver;  or  whether  it  be  the  private  fenn- 
ment  and  contrivance  of  an  impoftor,  as  my  enemies 

fugged* 

1 8  Such  an  one  will  readily  think  thus  with  himfelf: 
An.  impoftor,  who  forms  his  own  fchemes,  and  vents 
his  own  imaginations  to  deceiyC'  the  people,  will,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  method  that  I  bare  taken,  calculate  his 
doQrines,  and  purfue  meafures  to  raife  bis  own  repu¬ 
tation  and  intereftin  the  world,  and  to  fuit  the  coirupt 
principles  and  tafte  of  men,  that  they  may  fall  in  with 
him,  and  fee  him  up  for  tbeir  head  and  leader :  Bur, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  who,  like  me,  is  wholly  intent 
upon  the  glory  of  God,  from  whom  he  profeffes  to  be 
fent,  and  preaches  fuch  do&rine,  and  lives  at  fuch  a 
rate,  as  evidently  tend  to  humble  and  reform  mankind, 
to  oppofe  their  fdfifti,  worldly  fpirit,  to  correQ  their  er¬ 
rors,  to  root  out  tbeir  corruptions,  and  to  turn  them 
from  all  iniquity  to  God,  that  they  may  ferve  and  glo¬ 
rify  him;  this  perfon  cannot  poffibly  be  a  cheat ;  he  is 
faithful  to  God,  and  to  the  fouls  of  men  ;  and  it  is  plain 
that  be  is  truly  what  he  profefles  to  be,’  and  that  there 
is  no  falfebood  in  his  do£fcrine,  or  fraud  in  his  manage¬ 
ment  :  Thus  ye  would  judge  concerning  me,  were  ye 
really  willing  to  know  and  do  the  will  of  God. 

ry  But  ye  arc  fo  far  from  this,  and  fuch  is  the  con¬ 
trariety  of  your  hearts  to  God,  that  though  ye  profefs 
a  mighty  zeal  for  the  law  of  Mofest  as  delivered  to  you 
by  divine  authority;  yet  all  ranks  and  orders  among 
you  are  fhamefol  tranfgreflbrs  even  of  this  law  :  Other - 
wife,  why,  in  dtrc&  contra di&ton  to  one  of  its  expref? 
and  unalterable  precepts,  do  yefeek  to  murder  me? 

20  The  common  people  *,  efpecially  tbofe  that  came 

from 

NOTE. 

*  The  feoflt  here  feem  to  be  difiereot  from  thole,  that  ere  afterwards  Jaid  to  be 


T)id  not  Mo- 
fie*  give  you  (he 

Uw,  and  jet  none 
of  you  keepeth 
the  Uw>  Why 
go  ye  alxiut  to 

kill  at? 


lb  The  people 


Ch,  y\i.  fit  Bvange&ft  John  paraphrased.  jjt 


aiifwtred  aiuUud) 
THoo  baft  i  de¬ 
vil  :  who  gpetb 
about  to  kill 


J 

t- 


from  the  country  to  the  fealt*  knowing  nothing  of  the 
plot  again!!  him,  and  being  under  the  influence  of  their 
rulers,  cried  out  in  a  greai'ngc*  You  talk  like  a  mad¬ 
man,  or  one  poflefled  of  the  devil:  Who  intends  or  ax- 


ii  ]db$  wi- 
f'A  crul  and  fiid 
unto  them*  1 
have  done  ope 
work,  and  ye  ail 
manrcL 


tempts  to  murder  your  we  cannot  think  that  any  have 
formed  fuch  defperate  defigns  again!!  your  life. 

2 1  Our  Lord*  thereupon*  referred  them  to  the  t ranf- 

affirms  of  the  lalt  paflbver*  {chap:-  v.  8, — 16.)  faying, 
I  fomedme  ago  wrought  a  miraculous  work  of  mercy, 
in  curing  a  poor  cripple*  with  only  fpeaking  a  word, 
which  ye  eould  not  but  admire  \  and  yet  ye  were  all 
amazed  at  my  doing  (it  on  the  fabbarh-day,  and  fome  of 
you  fought  to  kill  me  on  that  account*  as  if  I  had  there- 
hy  broken  the  law  of  Mofet.  But  how  unrvafcnable  your 
charge  on  tbis  head  was*  ye  may  eaGly  judge  from  what 
is  commonly  prafUTed*  without  any  fcruple  among  your- 


felvea. 


as  Moftt  there* 
fact  give  unco 
you  circtundfioD, 
(not  hccauft  it  u 
of  Mofa,  but  of 
Uic  fatten,)  and 
fc  oo  die  hbhftth* 
thy  circumrife  a 

HUH* 


*3  If  mao 
on  tbc  iibbath* 
day  receive  ctr- 
cuiDCiCon  *  that 
the  Uw  of  Moics 
flvmld  cot  be 
broken;  are  yc 
an^ry  at  me>  be- 
ejnfc  I  have 
mode  a  man  ctc- 
rv  whit  whole  oa 

j 

the  ftbbuh-day  l 


14  Jbdge  not 
According  to  die 
appearance,  but 

jod« 


2%  To  *  tbis  purpofe  ohferve*  Mofej  delivered  to  you 
the  ordinance  of  circumciGon*  or  rather*  by  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God*  continued  to  enjoin  it  upon  you  *  for  it 
was  not  firft  inftituted  under  Mofet  ^  but  was  originally 
a  privilege  which  God  appointed  to  be  the  token  of  his 
gracious  covenant  with  Abraham^  and  his  feed  long  be¬ 
fore*  ( Gen .  xvii.  10*  if.);  and  according  to  this  inftiiu- 
tion*  if  the  eight  day  from  the  birtb  of  a  male*  prove 
to  be  the  fabnath,  ye  count  it  lawful  to  do  every  thing 
that  is  neceflary  for  circumciGng  him  then. 

23  Now,  if  inobedience  to  a  ceremonial  appointment, 
which  was  grafted- into  the  law  of  Mofet t  ye  circumcife 
a  child*  and  ufc  the  means  that  are  proper  for  healing 
the  wound  thereby  made  upon  him*  and  all  agree*  that 
the  law  of  the  fabbath  is  not  thereby  broken*  How  un- 
rcafonable  and  perverfc  is  it,  that  ye  ifliould  be  enraged 
with  bitternefs  again!!  me*  for  only  fpeaking 

a  word,  and  thereby  not  barely  curing  a  flight  wound, 
but  restoring  a  poor  miferable  creature*  who  was  all  over 
-difeafed,  to  perfeft  health  on  the  fabbath-day  ? 

34  Take  heed  therefore  of  partiality  in  judging  (*"’ 
»+«)  with  refpeft  of  perfons  $  do  not  indulge  your  preju¬ 
dices  again!!  me,  on  account  of  my  low  and  mean  ap¬ 
pearance*  nor  iu  favour  of  your  chief  priefts  and  rulers. 


MOTES. 

of  JmfiJcm  (vtr-  if.)  and  knew  Cometh  ing  /am,  fignify  for  fhit  eaufo,  which  as  fume 
or  the  defigns  of  the  Jmba  and  Pbarifetf  have  conjectured  >mgh(  be  joined  to  the  U*ft 
agunft  Chrifh  fine  if  ic  vet  orherwife,  vdrfe  thus,  &**>/**%&  Jv  wfr,  yt  a*  I 

titcir  vtcfcttfocfs  is  further  aeyravxtcd  by  wojtdcr  at  me  for  (btty  i*  e.  for  doing  this 
joining  known  falirhoud  to  tbdr  bLalphe-  work,  on  the  iabbath-day:  Du  taking  it  as 
mioua  reflfttioo  on  him-  the  hcgtniuflg  of  tbis  verfe,  k  may  be  sec- 

rvht  the  words  hen  rendered  /We*  tiered  to  tiis  as  iu  die  paraphrafe. 


3J3 

judge  righteous 
judgment. 


The  Evatigetift  Johw  pa liiphretfed* 


Ch.  fit* 


%S  Then  fold 
fo  me  of  them  of 
Jerulakint  Is  not 
thU  he  whom 
tliey  feck  to  kill  ? 
*6  dot  fo,  he 


Ha 

know  indeed  that 
this  is  the  wry 

Chriti  i 


on  account  of  tbeir  fpecioos  pretences,  and  of  the  au¬ 
thority  which  they  have  gained  over  you  ;  and  do  not 
rafhly  cenfure  what  I  have  done,  by  giving  an  invidious 
turn,  to  a  hare  outward  refemhlance  of  breaking  in  up* 
on  (abbaticat  reft  :  But  carefully  examine,  and  compare 
things  together,  that  ye  may  judge  according  to  truth 
and  equiry ;  and  if  ye  will  but  attend  to  the  real  merits 
of  the  caufe,  ye  never  can  condemn  me  as  a  fabbath  * 
breaker,  in  any  conGftency  with  your  own  practice. 

25,  2 6  Then  tome  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru/almf 
who  were  not  entire  Grangers  to  the  malicious  confu¬ 
tations  of  the  feribet  and  Pharifees  again  ft  Chrift,  hear¬ 
ing  him  talk  with  fuch  undaunted  courage,  faid  one  tp 
.  1-11  'another.  Is  not  this  the  man,  whom  they  have  been  in- 
Jflri  they  fay  ek>-  pairing  after,  that  they  might  puc  him  to  death?  Strange, 
thing  unto  him :  that  they  do  not  immediately  feize  him!  But,  inflead 
the  mkn  0f  that,  fee  bow  publicly  be  appears,  and  what  liberty 

he  takes  in  his  difeourfe !  and  yet  nobody  molefts  him, 
or  offers  cither  to  anfwer  him,  or  to  puc  the  leaft  check 
upon  him*  What,  are  our  rulers  at  laft  convinced,  that 
he  is  indeed  the  true  Meffiab,  and  therefore  let  him  a- 
lone,  and  fo  tamely  fuffer  him  to  run  them  down  ? 

27  However,  we  can  never  be  of  that  mind ;  for  we 
know  the  parentage  and  relations  of  this  tpan,  the  place 
where  he  was  born,  and  what  his  education  has  been, 
which  are  all  mean  and  contemptible :  But  we  are  af- 
fured  from  feripture  concerning  the  Mefliah,  that  when 
he  appears,  it  will  be  as  one,  who,  like  Melchizedek,  is 
without  defeent,  whole  goiogs  forth,  have  been  from 
everlafting,  and  whofe  generation  no  man  can  declare  *. 

28  Then  our  blelTed  Lord,  knowing  what  they  per- 
verfely  obje&ed  again  it  him,  railed  bis  voice  in  the  tern* 
pie;  and  fpcaking  with  great  earneftnefs  and  zeal  for 
bis  Father's  glory,  faid,  Ye  indeed  know  my  earthly  pa* 
rentage,  and  that  I  am  fprtmg  up  from  among  your* 
felvcs ;  and  yet  my  office,  as  well  as  original,  is  much 
higher  chan  ye  apprehend  :  I  have  not  taken  this  ho* 
noor  to  iDyfeif;  but  my  Father,  who  is  faithful  and  true 
to  all  his  promifes  of  and  to  the  Mefliah,  has  fent  me , 
of  him  ye  arc  grofely  ignorant,  and  therefore  will  not 
receive  me. 

2y  But  X  am  intimately  acquainted  with  him,  and 
have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  his  mind  and  will j  nor 
cau  it  be  oiberwife ;  For  I  am  from  him  by  a  peculiar 


a?  Howbrit  * 
vc  know  tli  it 
man  whence  he 
is :  but  when 
Chrift  comcih,no 
tfdn  Juiowetk 
wiicnce  lit  is, 


18  Then  cried 
JeJnsin  thettm- 
»k,  at  he  taught, 
filing,  Y«  both 

know  me,  and 
ye  know  whence 
i  am  :  and  1  am 
not  come  of  n>y- 
ft  If,  but  Ike  that 
km  me  is  true, 
whom  ye  know 
not  ** 


1$  Put  T  know 
him :  for  t  mo 
From  btat,and  be 

Mi  ft;  ut  uic. 


N  O 

*  All  this  was  true  with  refpeftto  ChrilFs 
divine  natritCj  and  otEc^nnhocUy ;  hot  not 
vhh  rrfpdt  to  his  human  TUtorc,  the  ftrip* 
UKe  Laving  foretold  bi$  ttlbt  and 


and 

T  E* 

mily,  and  the  pita  of  his  birth  :  zm\  tlurr- 
fore  thtfe  Jr-J-f  reafoned  fellacioofly  upua 
this  bead.  See  the  note  «i  thafr*  ix.  ip* 


Ch.  vii 


¥he  £vaftgi!ijl  joriK  pardpbrafed. 


isi 


jo  TKtn  they- 
ft  light  to  take 
him  r  hut  do  mail 
Hd  hinds  on 
him,  beciufe  his 
hoar  wu  our  yet 
nme. 


3t  And  many 
of  the  people  be¬ 
lieved  on  him, 
and  laid,  When 
Chrift  cometh, 
wtll  he  do  more 
miracles  than 
theft  which  this 
ALtf  bath  done? 

3*  The  PhaiU 


and  eternal  generation,  and  am  come*  as  the  Mefliah^ 
immediately  from  him*  who  has  feat  me  with  authority 
to  reveal  the  way  of  falvation. 

30  XJpdn  Cbrift's  fo  plainly  aliening  hia  divine  au¬ 
thority,  fome  of  the  company*  and  efpeciaiiy  the  rulers* 
were  inccnfed  to  fuch  a  degree  againft  him,  that  they 
were  exceeding  defirous  to  feize  and  make  away  with 
him  :  But  their  fpjrits  were  furpriGngly  overruled,  to 
prevent  their  meddling  with  him,  or  doing  him  any 
harm  for  rile  prefent*  becaufe  the  tinie  appointed  for  hia 
fuiFerings  and  death  was  not  yet  come. 

31  And  one  great  means  of  retraining  them  was* 
that  many  of  the  common  people  believed  oil  him,  and 
laid,  for  the  confirming  of  each  other's  faith,  and  con¬ 
demning  thole  that  oppofed  him,  Surely  this  mult-neetU 
be  the  Meffiah  \  for  it  could  not  he  expected,  whenever 
he  fhould  come,  that  he  would  perform  more  wonderful 
works  than  this  perfon  has,  to  bear  witnefa  to  hkn* 

32  When  this  fort  of  difeourfe  among  the  people  ill 


ihe  pemU  mur-  ^ts  ^aTOUr»  *n  difpleafurc  again  ft  his  enemies,  came 

mwed  lucht  kings 
Ciinccroing  him  1 
and  the  Phaif  f«£ 
and  die  chief 
prieih  ftflt  o& 
cm  co  take  him. 


ji  Then  ftld 
Jefus  unco  them, 
Vet  a  little  while 
am  I  with  you, 
and  itar  I  go  unto 
bun  that  ieat  me. 


to  the  ears  of  the  Pbarifeei ,  it  prodigiotifly  nettled  them 
they  fearing  left  his  credit  and  authority  fhouid  rife  in 
the  efteem  of  the  populace,  to  the  utter  finking  of  their 
own  :  And  therefore  they  and  the  ehief  priefts  confut¬ 
ing  together,  and  refolding  to  take  as  fpeedy  a  courfe 
as  polEble  to  put  a  flop  to  him,  di ("patched  fome  of  their 
public  officers,  with  a  Arid  charge  rA  take  the  fir  ft  op¬ 
portunity  they  could  get  with  fafety,  for  apprehending 

and  bringing  him  before  them,  when  aftetnbled  together 
in  council. 

33  Id  the  mean  time,  Jefus,  knowing  what  orders 
had  been  given  to  the  officers,  fa  id  to  the  multitude, 
and  to  them  at  their  arrival,  I  inuft  yet  far  a  little  while 

continue  preaching  and  working  miracles  among  yoii  , 

and  all  the  malicious  defigns  and  attempts  of  mine  e- 
nemies,  which  I  am  fully  apprized  of,  cannot  prevent 
it!  Butthe  time  that  my  Father  has  further  appointed 
for  me  on  eatth  is  very  fliort,  and  as  foon  as  that  is  expi¬ 
red,  I  Ihall  readily  return  to  him,  Who  Cent  me  hither. 

34  After  this,  ye  will  eameftly  wifh,  but,  alas!  too 
late,  that  the  Meffiah  would  appear  amoitg  you,  which 
is,  in  effett,  wishing  for  me,  who  am  he >  ye  will  feck 
my  favour  iu  .  vain,  when,, at  the  laft  extremity,  your 
calamities  in  this  world  and  the  next  arc  coming  upon 
you!  For  ye  (hall  not  find  me  to  your  comfort ;  nor  can 
ye  ever  follow  me  to  that  bit  fled  place,  where'  I 
am  *,  either  to  enjoy  me,  or  to  pttfecute  me  again. 

NOTE.  3S  _^he 

*  ChrlfTs  fo  fmjDfDtfy  Ciyibgj  tibilft  on  wth*  cirri'  T  iriwa  ht  fpoke  of  his  tv- 

Voi,*  U*  t  2  i»»g 


me,  and  ihall  sot 
find  me  :  and 
where  I  am,  rii- 
thcr  jc  cannui 

come. 


Cb.  Tii# 


The  Evangefifl  John  faraphrafed. 


3F  Thca  faid 
the  Jews  among 
ttumfclvci,  WIji* 
ihcr  will  he  go* 
that  wc  frail  not 
find  him?  will  he 
gp  unto  the  dif- 
peeled  among  the 
Gentiles  ,  and 
U^ch  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  l 


3<T  What  m<re- 
ner  of  fifing  is 
this  (hat  he  laid, 

Ifc  frail  fcck  mct 
and  (hall  not.  find 
a»f ;  and  where  1 
am,  ibtiftcr  yc 
ouiDOt  come ! 

37  In  the  lad 
day,  that  great 
da?  of  the  feaft, 
Jeiiis  Hood  and 
criet,  frying.  If 
any  man  third, 
let  him  cd  roe  nn* 

.j 

lo  me*  and  drink. 


35  The  cirnal  Jews  not  understanding  pur  l.ord*3 
meaning,  who  herein  Spake  of  his  death,  refurreftion, 
and  afetnfion  >o  heaven,  feemed  to  be  in  great  furprize, 
faying  one  to  another.  Whither  does  this  mart  pretend 
to  retire,  that  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  find  him,  or  get 
at  him  ?  What,  will  he  flroll  among  the  Jews  that  are 
difperfed  through  heathen  countries,  to  fee  what  he  can 
do  with  them,  now  he  is difappoiuted  here  ?  or  will  he 
turn* preacher  to  the  poor  ferry  Gentiles  themfelves,  that 
are  all  over  the  world,  upon  finding  himfdf  rejc&cd  a- 
mong  the  Jews  ? 

36  What  can  lie  mean  by  faying,  that  we  fhall  Seek 
him,  and  want  ro  find  him,  but  fhall  not  be  able;  and 
that  he  will  get  frmewberc  or  other  out  of  our  reach,  fe 
that  we  cannot  poflibly  follow  him  thither  ?  furely  we 
can  go  any  where,  aa  well  as  he. 

37  The  officers  not  having  executed  their  commiffion 
from  the  chief  priefts  and  Pba r\jeesy  (ver-  3a.)  our  Lord 
went  on  unmolefled  ;  and  on  the  eight  day,  which  was 
the  laft  day  of  the  feaft  of  tabernacles,  and  a  high  day  ", 
he  Rood  up  and  preached  to  many,  that  had  difregarded 
all  his  former  difeourfes,  and  might  never  bear  him  a- 
gain  :  And  in  atlufion  to  their  cuftom  of  drawing  water, 
and  praying  for  rain  on  that  day,  he  faid  to  them  with 
great  fervour  of  fpiric,  and  elevation  of  voice,  If  there 
be  any  among  you  that  is  defiitute,  and  really  delirous 
of  true  happinefs,  like  oae,  who,  feeling  the  pain  of 
thirft,  longs  for  drink,  let  him  come  by  faith  unto  me 

as  the  only  Saviour,  that  be  may  be  refrefhed  and  Ltif- 
fied. 


38  He  that  be¬ 
lle  veth  on  roe,  as 
the  feripturv  hath 
faid,  out  of  his 
belly  frail  flow 
rivers  of  living 
vatn*,  ° 


38  Whoever*  under  a.fenfc  of  his  indigence*  and 
incapacity  to  get  relief  any  where  clfc,  fliall  believe  in 
me,  as  the  Chrift  of  God,  for  all  falvation,  let  his  dt- 
ftxefs  and  unurorrtunefs  be  ever  fo  great*  he  (hall  have 

fuch  an  abundant,  incre  ifing,  and  continued  fuppty  of 
bieffings  from  me,  as  (kail  be  like  a  fountain  of  water, 
ever  fpringing  up  in  bis  heart*  aud  flowing  oi/t  in  plen¬ 
tiful  ftreams  uf  righieeufnefs,  for  bis  own  comfort  and 
others  good*  according  to  what  the  feripture  has  faid 
about  rivers  in  the  ciefart%  anti  dry  land  becomingjjoWrtg/ 
of  watert  and  about  God’s  people  being  (ike  a  faring 
ivhofe  waters  fail  not*  .  (IJa*  ill*  i8*  and  xliiu  19.  and 
Iviiu  11.)  39  And 

NOTES. 


:pg*ur  haven,  intfrintct  Iris  pnactml  pn:-  of  wHkU  they  nfed  for  drink- 0 (Ten ngp,  wl 
i*  1K0  rWe  ui  -  his  divmc  witte,  though  Ms  the  reft  they  drank  thcmtUvcf  with  joyful 
ci  hither  waj  »■  (mure  ihiug,  wih  ic*  mlvaiaiUis  w  iciiKmUince  of  God’*  mi- 
Jptfl  to  his  hrtmsn  nature*  t  rtculotflly  gK'intf  water  out  uf  the  rot-K  i* 

*  Oo  this  day  there  was  the.  great(*ft  con*  jhar father^  inen  they  dvdt  irt  booth*  in 
fooHcof  people,  wJ  llwy  were  ilien  Wfmt  t't<  wHiWmdt;  and  on  this  day  thry  offer* 
tp  fetch  warer.  fpm  thf  jool  pfSu&at*t  pm  ed  up  fclcma  ^nycn  far  JeafritkbU  uli>& 


Ch.  vfi. 


fhe  EvasgeRfi  John  parapbrafed. 


3P  (But  this 
fpafcc  he  of  the 
Sfiirit}tf1iirb  they 
tiiitt  be  Hey e  on 

i.im  (botfld  re? 
teive  i  for  the 

Holy  GboH  was 

not  yet  givt* ft  be- 
cauJc  that  Jellis 
vt* s  nui  yet  slo* 
ii&4.) 


39  And  (<?*}  the  meaning  of  Cbrift  :□  all  this,  was, 
that  they  who  Oionld  cordially  embrace  him  by  faith, 
in  his  whole  character,  for  ail  fa  1  vat  ion,  thould,  after 
his  refurre&ion,  and  stfcenlion  to  heaven,  receive  a  rich 
communication  of  the  gifts,  graces,  and  confolations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  would  be  like  a  fountain  of  re- 
f rcilung,  cooling,  clean  ling,  and  fructifying  water  in 
them  j  and  would  make  tbem  abundantly  ufeful  to  o~ 
thers:  For  a  plentiful  effufion  of  the  bit  fled  Spirit  was 
not  yet  granted  in  fo  remarkable  and  eitenflve  a  man* 
ner  as  it  was  to  be  afterwards,  becaufe  he  was  to  come 
as  the  fruit  ami  evidence  of  Chrift’s  exaltation  to  his 


mediatorial  throne,  when  he  Jhould  have  the  glory  of 
fcndto*  his  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  fhould  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  own  peculiar  wort  in  glorifying  Chrift,  by 
extraordinary  atteftations  to  his  gofpd,  by  numerous 
Converfions  of  Jeius  and  Gentiles  to  him,  and  by  a  rich 
abundance  of  light,  grace,  and  joy  in  them  that  be¬ 
lieve* 


40  Many  of 

the  people,  there¬ 
fore,  trtien  they 
hunt  this  faying, 
£if!j  Of  a  truth 
chi*  ii  the  pro¬ 
phet. 


40  Upon  bearing  this  authoritative,  gracious,  and 
endearing  difeourfe,  many  of  the  common  people  were 
greatly  afFe&ed  with  wonder  and  e  lie  cm :  Some  of  them 
laid,  This  is  unqudlionabiy  atrue  prophet  of  the  Lord, 
and  indeed  that  very  prophet,  whom  we  exptffc  to  be 
the  immediate  forerunner  of  the  Mefliah. 


41  Other*  &idt 

ThisU  tticChrilK 
But  fornc  filldj 

Shill  Ghrift  come 
uut  of  Galilee } 


41  Others  of  them  went  further,  and  faid.  This  is 
the  very  Cbrift  himfelf ;  what  he  fays  and  does,  in  fo 
.majeftic,  compaflionate,  and  divine  a  manner,  could 
never  proceed  from  any  other  than  him*  Bjic  in  oppo- 
fition  to  thefe  there  were  others,  who  taking  it  for 


Srranted,  that  our  Lord  was  bom  at  Nazareth  in  GWi- 
e*f  becaufe  he  was  brought  up  there,  were  prejudifed 
againft  him,  and  faid/No,  no,  be  Cannot  be  the  pro- 
mifed  Mefliah$  for  who  ever  heard  that  he,  like  this 
man,  fhould  have  bis  birth  in  any  part  of  G allies  t  (See 

the  note  on  vtr*  52+) 

41  Hath  hot  42  Are  we  not  aflured  from  exprefs  teftimonies  of 
tticfcripturcfnid,  feripture,  ( Ifaiab  xi*  I.  and  Micah  v,  2*)  that  the 
priiat  tA rift  com-  fa  w  fpring  from  Davids  the  fon  of  and 

and  out  to  be  born  at  the  very  town  of  Bethlehem*  wnere  Da- 
of  the  town  *>f  vid*B  ovD  parents  dwelt?  (i  Satn*  xvi.  1,) 

Dttvid^M^81*  43  rtianner,  as  our  Lord  him  lei  f  predi£led, 

43  ^  there  (luitfxii*  51*}  there  were  various  opinions,  and  warm 

9  dirfCon  a-  debates  about  him,  fotnel)ctng  for,  and  others  againft 
rwng  tht  pwpl:  bim;  Somc  camming  him  as  a  prophet,  others  as  the 
nu»c  o  im,  jgahj  whiUt  others  ftiick  to  their  old  prejudices* 

and  being  milled  *hy  a  vulgar  error,  as  if  Jefus  bad 
.  jrall y  betnv  born  at  Nazareth^  rejrftcd  and  oppofed 
him,  2  2  44  And 


J5* 

■  44  Ad4  -Ahuc 
of  tbtfD  would 
A^vetakeii  him  ; 
hilt  no  mu  laid 
feud*  Q0  blip. 


4$  Then  came 
thr  officers  to  the 
chief  priefts  and 
Ptwrifccs ;  and 
they  faiil-  mitt* 
them.  Why  have 
ye  nut  brought 
him  ? 

4 if  The  officers 
icftmed.  Never 

duo  fpakc  like 

A&  man.' 


47  Tfien  in¬ 
frared  them  the 
HwifcH,  Art  ye 
a&O  deceived? 


49  Have  any 
of  the  fultrflj  'or 
of  the  Phan  ten, 

tcUcved  on  bim; 


44  Sut  this 
peopfewbo  koow* 
ctb  not  thtlur 
mceriel: 


7&  Evtogtlift  JoftN  pdfaphrafcd •  Cb.  vir, 

44  And  amon^  thefe  there  were  fome  who  would 
willingly  hare  taken  him  imo  cuftorfy,  and  carried  him 
before  the  council ;  but  none  of  them,  no,  not  the  offi¬ 
cers  themfelvefi,  who  we/e  font  to  feize  hinvf&m  ji.) 
were  fuffered  to  offer  any  violence  to  him*  he  laying  a 
rrftraint  upon  their  fpWits* 

45  At  length  the  officers  returned  to  the  chief  prie  Its 
and  Pharifceti  and  not  bringing  him  along  with  them* 
they  feverely  reprimanded  them*  faying.  What  is  the 
reafod  that  ye  hare  difobeyed  our  exprefc  orders,  in  not 
bringing  Jcfus  as  a  priforrer  before  us,  who  have  fat  ift 
council  waiting  for  him  ? 

46  The  officers  anfwered,  We  went  with  as  much1 
dcGrc  and  rdblutiooto  feize  him,  as  ye  yourfelves  could 
Wifti  for  ;  bnt  as  loon  as  we  came  to  hear  him  preach 
fo  the  people,  our  hearts  failed  11$  at  once;  and  the 
longer  we  heard  him,  the  more  we  were  llruck  with 
wonder  and  awe,  and  the  more  afraid  were  wc  of  offer¬ 
ing  any  violence  to  him ;  For  never  did  we  hear  any 
man. talk  like  him;  it  was? with  fuchfurprizing  evidence 
and  power,'  majefty  and  fweetnefa*  as  were  enough  to 
make  every  one  in  love  with  him  :  Surely  none  of  the 
ancient  prophets,  no,  not  Mofes  himfelf,  ever  fpolte  in 
fuch  a  convincing  and  engaging  manner  as  he  did;  and 
the  people  were  generally  of  the  feme  mind  concern* 
ing  h  with  otirfelvea* 

47  Then  the  JVjtfrj&f/,  foil  of  indignation  and  wrath* 
replied.  What,  are  ye  fo  weak  and  fooltiH,  as  to  fall  in 
with  the  filly  thoughts  of  a  giddy  mob  about  him  ? 
Could  ye  fuffcr  yourfelves  after  all  that  ye  beard  us  fay* 
and  even  while  ye  went  with  authority  from  us  to  take 
him,  to  be  impofed  upon  by  fuefa  a  notorious  cheat  as 
this  ?  We  thought  that  ye  might  be  depended  upon  as 
men  of  more  fenfe  and  fyirir,  than  to  be  thus  deluded 
by  him* 

48  Fray  think  a  lirtfc.  Do  not  ye  know,  that  not  one 
of  your  fuperiors  for  wifdom,  learning*  and  reputation, 
authority  and  piety,  whofe  judgment  ye  ought  to  he 
determined  by,  hath  ever  given  the  lead  credit  to  him? 
Have  any  of  the  members  of  the  fanhedrim,  who  are 
the  only  judges  of  a  true  and  faHe  prophet,  or  any  of 
the  PbarifeeX)  who  arc  men  of  the  greateft  eminence 
for  fan&ity  and  knowledge  in  the  law,  ever  believed  in 
him,  or  fhewri  him  the  leaft  countenance  ?  And  are  yC 
will er  and  better  than  thefe  ? 

49  But  this  poor,  mean,  vul  gar  »fcnfc  left  rabble  that 
ye  talk  of,  who  are  flupidly  ignorant  of  the  fcriptures, 
and  abandoned  of  God*  and  who  lye  under  his  wrath 

and 


Cfa.  vi!. 


T9  Nteodcmus 
&iih  unto  them, 
(he  tlut  came  to 
Jefw  by  night, 

being  out  of 

them*) 

Si  Doth  our 
low  judge  my 
man  before  it 
heir  him,  and 
know  whit  he 

doth  ? 


Si  They  an* 
freted  aud  laid 
Ain  to  him,  Art 
thou  allb  of  Ga- 
litee?  Search,  and 
kwh :  for  out  of 
Galilee  arifoh  so 
prophet* 


S3  And  every 
man  went  unto 

-hii  Qm  houfe. 


and  curfe,  are  the  only  people  that  ever  thought  veil  of 
him,  or  ever  Owned  him  •*  they  are  vm  execrable  mob, 
eafily  made  fools  of j  and  wilt  ye  be  as  great  fools  as 
they  ?  In  this  manner  the  council  endeavoured  to  en* 
flare  the  consciences  of  the  officers,  to  take  -off  the 
good  impreffions  that  had  been  made  upon  -them,  and 
to  prejudife  them  again  ft  Chrift  and  his  gofpeL 

S°*  5*  Hereupon  that,  Nic od*musf  who  had  gone  in  * 
private  manner  to  Jefua  by  night*  {chap*  iii*  2.)  being 
prefent  as  a  member  of  the  council,  and  being  very  un~ 
eafy  at  this  didhonoufablf,  unjuft,  and  furious  method 
of  procedure, took  a  -ittls  more  courage  than  formerly, 
and  etpuftuhwl  with  them*  faying,  Brethren,  what 
are  «e  -doing  ?  Is  it  not  an  unreasonable  and  illegal 
way -of  acting,  contrary  to  the  lighteoufnefs  of  our  law, 
and  to  alt  rules  of  equity,  for  us  to  pafs  judgment  upon 
any  man  whatfbever,  and  efpe daily  upon  one  who 
makes  fuch  plaufible  pretentions  to  a  divine  commiflton 
as  Jefus  does,  before  we  have  heard  what  he  has  to  fay 
for  himfelf,  his  do&rinc,  and  behaviour  ?  Surety  we 
ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  we  cenfure,  or  proceed 
againft  him,  till  he  has  bad  an  opportunity  of  fp caking 
in  his  own  A c fence, 

52  The  council  not  being  able  to  confute  Nicodemuf* 
re  a  foiling,  refolded  to  run  him  down  with  heat  and 
paffion,  and  falfe  fuggeftions,  inftead  of  arguments,  fay¬ 
ing,  in -reply,  ~What  l  Are  you,  like  the  ignorant  mul¬ 
titude,  one  of  the  Galilean  party,  and  an  advocate  for 
a  man  who  fets  up  for  a  prophet  and  yet  was  bom  in 
Galilee  t  Fray  fearch  the  fenpturee,  and  fee  what  they 
fay;  and  then  you  can  *iever  believe  that  he  has  the 
commiflion  from  God  which  he  pretends  to:  For,  ac¬ 
cording  to  them,  tio  prophet  ever  was,  much  lt{s  can  the 
MeJEan  be  a  native  of  that  country  *• 

53  Upon  this,  the  council  finding  themfdves  embar- 
rafled,  and  hoping  for  a  fairer  opportunity,  wbenAffro- 
demus  might  be  abfent,  adjourned  to  another  time,  and 
every  man  returned  home* 

RECOL- 


NOTE 


•  Here  they  took  the  vulgar  error  for 
granted,  about  Child's  bdng  born  in  Naza¬ 
reth  of  Uaftfa%  and  would  no*  give  them* 
the  trouble  of  an  impartial  inquiry,  to 
fct  themfcUes  to  rigjhts  about  it,  though  they 
might  have  been  ealtly  jatisliedt  that  he  was 
bom  at  Btibkbm,  flora  the  public  regiftw 
there,  and  from  the  genealogies  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  of  David,  as  well  as  from  bimielf  and 
hii  difdples  And  it  vu  not  true  that  no 


prophet  awfc  in  .that  country;  for  y&tab 
was  of  Gtth-Hepbe r  in  the  tribe  of  '/JcuIqtt* 
(1  JtiYfs  a iv*  it*  and  Jiofi*  six.  1 3,  if.  And 
Naiam  was  an  Elicit  e,  ( Nab*  i.  i  A  of  the 
town  called  £f/I'St  which  1  Jerem  on  tnn  place 
%sT  was  in  Gaft  Ice,  there  being  a  village  of 
that  name  there  to  this  day*  And  Mtl**4 
maintains,  in  Iris  facred  geography,  that 
Hajbt,  the  town  of  KEjctb  t*f  J3 'fiHU* 
in  Galilee* 


Ch,  viit 


358  7 if  EvangeUJt  John  paraphrafsi. 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Doth  the  world  hatf  any  of  us;  or  are  our  negreft  kindred  our  enemies,  for 
onpofiug  their  corruption*,  and  adhering  to  the  truths  of  the  golpet;  and  are 
we  expofed  to  difgracu  and  danger  for  it  ?  Our  blcflcd  Lord  went  through  the 
lhme  before  us*  for  our  encouragement  and  example,  Hut  as  none  could  de¬ 
ft  roy  him,  till  his  time  wosccmc  ;  fo  \vc  are  immortal  torn,  till  God  has  <u»nc 
his  work  by  us;  and  yet  as  hr  avoided  need) et fly  expofihff  bimfelf  to  mifchR'fr, 
and  fought  proper  opportunities  of  carrying  oo  his  gu-at  ucfigfl  In  the  world  ;  fo 
ihould  we,  till  God  iiirws  us  that  our  time  is  come,  wherein  \re  onphji  to  re* 
ftgn  our  lives  to  him.  How  certamfy  divine  are  all  the  doftriues  of  Chrift  -in 
their  original !  It  is  only  for  war*t  of  knowing  him  And  them,  and  imparti¬ 
ally  judging  concerning  them*  that  any  make  exceptions  ag.iinft  them;  lint 
be  will  mafntniti  the  credit  of  his  own  character,  truths,  and  ways,  to  his 
own  and  bis  father's  glory,  and  fothe  confuEIon  of  hia  enemies;  fo  that,  even 
they  tbemfelyes  being  judge?*  never  man  fpake  like  this  man.  What  if,  gene* 
rally  fpeakinir*  men  of  high  rank  and  figure  do  not  believe  in  him  ?  *rhat  ts  no 
objection  afcainft  hiin,  wbofe  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  ;  and  the  people 
that  know  and  receive  him,  how  vulgar  foever  they  may  be,  arc  fofar  from 
being  ctufed,  that  they,  of  all  others,  are  truly  bltfTed  :  And  how  polity  am 
Joins  over-awe  the  flout  eft  heart  P,  even  of  rough  and  buitteruus  officer*,  to 
take  off  their  ed;re  rgsinft  him,  and  gain  a  teftimonr  from  them  to  bimfelf! 
Hour  can  he  fpirit  perfons  of  the  molt  timorous  tempers,  even  a  JVUoJgwujt 
to  fpeak  bnvily  for  hiro,  and  to  plead  with  foeh  force  of  argument,  as  to 
ltop  the  month  f*  of  gal u  layers  !  And  hour  eatiiy  can  lie  djAppoint  the  dcvU 
ces  t*f  the  crafty,  i hat  their  hands  fnali  not  perforin  their  enterprise!  It  k 
tl  dreadful  cafe  to  feet  weapons  again!!  the  Lord,  or  even  fo  be  willing  to 
get  rid  of  his  prefence,  and  to  he  left  to  go  alone  lo  facrcd  ordinances  with¬ 
out  Min,  O  how  glad  would  they  one  day  be  to  find  Chrift*  and  to  be 
made  partakers  of  Lis  faivatioo,  who  now  defpife  and  reject  him  !  They  fhall 
die,  as  he  did ;  bijt  all !  he  is  gone,  where  no  unbelievers  can  ever  fallow 
him,  and  be  w  ith  him,  to  behold  his  glory.  Rut  how  amazing  is  his  grace  to 
them  now,  that  have  often  flighted  and  fet  tliemfdves  againft  him  i  lie  ftiH  lifts 
up  his  voice  to  a  di  (obedient  ami  gaiufayiqg  people,  and  invites  their  coming  to 
him  for  the  richeft  fopp'jet  of  all  that  they  fland  in  need  of:  and  whoever  is  at 
iait  made  fcnfible  of  his  qwu  wants  and  mifcrki,  and  comes  by  faith  to  the  great 
and  only.  Saviour  for  relief,  flialj  find  a  hearty  welcome.  And  O  h«\v  precious 
and  abiding,  bow  abounding  and  cver-firtirfying  are  the  b)rhtng$  of  his  Spirit 
and  grace,  which  may  be  looked  for  from  an  exalted  Redeemer  I  They  (hall  ne  ¬ 
ver  be  taken  away  or  foil*  but  Hull  continue  and  incirafe  till  they  be  perfect  in 
eternal  life  and  glory. . 


V 


t 


* 


chap.  vni. 

(thrift's  treatment  cf  the  Woman  taken  in  adultery,  i, — 12,  His  preach¬ 
ing  bimfelf  as  the  light  if  the  worlds  and  vindicating  bis  da8rinet 
i.3> — "3°‘  His  afferling  the  freedom  ef  his  difiiples ,  and  anfwering 
.the  cavils  ef  the  Jews  againji  it,  and  their  glorying  in  Abraham  as 
their  father }  and  his  ef  taping  out  of  their  hands,  31,-59. 

t**t,  Pakathbase. 

JF"tlhemiujtt0of  f")  UR.  Lord,  a*  was  cuflumarjr  with  him,  retired 
£!.¥<$:  *  ■  froip  Jeryfalem  in  the  evening  to  the  mount  of  0- 

jivtSy  that  he  migbc  refrefh  himJelf,  and  fpend  ionic 
rime  in  private  devotion)  and  might  avoid  popular  tu¬ 
mults  2nd  furptizes  in  the  night. 

2  And; 


Ch*  viii. 


The 


3  59 


1  And  wJyin  2  And,  taking  the  day  before  him,  he  returned  evr- 

Jy  to  the  tempi*;  where  gi car  muitii  tides  of  people  flo<  k- 

_ r^r _  tohim^  as  uiual,  he  lat  down  like  one  having  auiho* 

rh*  people*  rity,  and  preached  to  them. 

3*  4  Whilft  he  was  thus  engaged  in  his  work.  Tome 
of  th ejcfibcs  and  Ph&fijees  interrupted  him  by  bring* 
mg  a  woman  before  him,  that  he  might  fit  in  judg¬ 
ment  upon  her,  who  had  been  guilty  of  adultery  * ;  And 
when  they  had  placed  her,  as  a  criminal,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  people,  they  addrefled  him  with  a  feign¬ 
ed  air  of  refpeft*  faying,  JYiafter,  this  woman,  whom 
we  have  brought  before  you,  is  charged  with  adultery, 
by  witncflfcs  that  furprized  her  in  the  very  aft* 

5  Now  this  being  fo  vile  an  abommarton,  Alo/ei  in 
the  law  txprefsly  commanded,  that_if  perfons,  at  the 
time  of  their  committing  it,  were  actually  married,  they 
Arnold  die  for  it,  and  that  if  they  were  only  efpoufcd  to 
an  hufband,  they  Jiiould  be  Honed  to  death.  (Dent* 
xxii*  22,  2 3,  24.}  But  as  you  claim  authority  from 
God  to  make  alterations  in  our  or  at  It  aft  to  inter¬ 
pret  it  tit  a  difTcrerent  manner  from  115,  we  defire  to 
have  your  judgment  upon  this  cafe* 

6  They  applied  in  this  manner  to  him  for  no  other 

reafbn,.  that]  to  feek  an  advantage  againft  him,  as  an 
enemy  to  the  authority,  either  of  Ce/ar^  or  of  their 
own  law  -J-,  Buc  Jefus,  knowing  their  artful  and  mali¬ 
cious  defign, . Hooped,  and  looking  downward  £  wrote 
with  his  finger  on  the  floor,  as  if  his  thoughts  were  to 
deeply  engaged  another  way,  as  not  to  bear  what  they 
laid  to  him*  7  The 

NOTES, 

very  lately  tta t  foe  had  Mffcs’s  iawp  they,  might  lwpe  to  inernfe  the 

people  agaiaft  him*  as  an  encuiy  tfl  their  law* 
and  as  a  favourer  of  Tin,  and  of  the  word  of 
firmer*  t  And  il"  he  Ibould  turn  them  over  to 
the  judgment  of  the  fomjir  government; 
they  might  think  to  cipo&  lum  to  the  rage 
of  the  people,  u  311  enemy  to  their  liberty. 

£  Many  have  been  the  uncertain  eonjee- 
tares  of  Innftd  men  about  what  CJirift 
wrote  ;  and  if  he  rally  wrote  any  Sentence 

on  the  dull  of  the  floor*  it  u*u  moll  pro¬ 
bably  tlui  which  he  after wards  pronounced* 
He  toat  it  witfoat  fm  among  y&Mt  let  him  fir-jt 
cajt  a  J?flw  ai  her.  fiat  perhaps  he  only 
made  a  (how  of  uTitlna  on  the  promt dL  as 


the  morning  he 
came  again  iaw 

the  temple,  and 
eH 

cure  unto  liimV 
end  he  fit  down t 
and  taught  them. 

3  And  the 
fcrifcts  and  Pha- 
rifees  brought 
unto  him  a  wo¬ 
man  taken  m  a- 
Jntoery  J  and, 
when  they  bad 
{it  her  in  the 
midi* 

4  They  fiy 
unto  hiro,Mai)rr, 
this  woman  was 
taken  lit  ad  cille¬ 
ry,  in  the  ycty 
a£t 

5  Now  Mofei 
ia  the  law  com- 
inamled  us,  that 

filch  Ihould  be 

fiiMic  l ;  but  what 
fayed  thou? 

<1  This  they 
fid ,  tempting 
him,  that  they 
might  have  to 
accufe  hum  But 
Jefiif  Jlooped 
down*  and  with 
bi  finger  wrote 
on  the  ground, 
as  though  be 
heard  them  not. 


hen  guilty  of  this  crime  in  one  of  Ihcif 
booths,  during  the  /evil  of  t  (tltriiaclw,  at 
which  dmc  the  heans  of  fame  might  be 
made  too  merry  by  plentiful  taring  and 
drinking, 

-f  If  he  feoukl  declare  for  the  law  of  Mo- 
fei,rj uid  encourage  the  people  to  ftoi«  this 
woman  ;  they  might  hope  it  would*  giro 
them  a  pUuftble  handle  to  reproach  him  for 

p-neliy,  and  therein  a£Hug  contrary  to  his 
pretences  of  being  the  Mefliah,  who  was  to 
be  meek  and  lowly,  and  bring  fetation; 
'Hr*  for  partiality  in  ordering  fo  ftvere  a  pu~ 
nifanwit  to  an  adnlccrtfs*  though  he  had 


freely  admitted  peribns  of  that  chauffer  to  wuufii'd  with  feme  wife  men  to  do,  in  tbofe 

think  it  days,  when  a  ^uefrion  was  propofed  which. 

1*  iii.  ^ 


—  j -  a 

convurfe  with  hira  ;  pr  they  might 
would  rive  them  a  fair  opportunity  of  W- 
cufiug  hira  to  the  fomae  government,  u  aa 
abettor  of  tumults,  and  of  jadkaal  power* 
independent  of  its  authority  *  And  if,  ou  the 
contrary*  he  (hould  declare  agaiuft  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  (ta&ing  her,  according  to  the  rigour  of 


they  thought  nor  proper  10  anfwer*  Dr*  as 
others  have  tup  poled,  Ctmft  by  that  aduiti 
defigned  to  intimate  to  the  querlft*,  that  they 
mu  ft  attend  to  what  is  written.  VU.  Limp, 
fit  fee,  dr  nun  iii  acrdtiL  1  30 .  tfrf  fefrft.  itit* 
N,  TV?, 


The  Evarjgeiyi  Johk  par&pht^fci.  Cb.  viii. 


t  So,  vhcn  7  The  feribet  and  Pharifeet  fuppofing  (bat  they  had 
-*hcy  continued  now  brought  him  into  a  labyrinth*  out  of  which  he  could 

lift  "np  liimfelfl  not  teb  how  to  extricate  himfelf,  repeated  their  que  Al¬ 
and  laid  ants  on  with  vehemence,  and  prefted  him  clofely  for  an  *n- 
them,  He  thu  is  fver?  tjjj  at  length  he  raifed  himfelf  upland  replied, ■  I 

tTiong111  you  I*t  am  far  from  reflefling  on  the  law*  and  from  vindica- 
Hm  ort  *  ting*  pr  leflenin  gibe  abominable  crime  of  this  woman : 
tJupe  at  licrr  JJut  5)5j  by  another  inftitution  under  Mofes^  the  witoefr 

fes  bands  fhouid  be  firft  upon  the  criminals,  that  are 
to  be  put  to  death,  {Deut.  zvii.  7.);  and  as  it  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  out  of  character,  for  any  to  be  zealous  in  puniflir 
jng  the  fins  of  others,  white  they  themfelves  are  guilty 
pf  as  had,  or  worfe ;  ye '  would  do  well  to  confider, 
which  of  you  (hall  begin  the  execution  of  the  law  upon 
her :  If  any  one  of  you  that  are  come  hither  to  accufe, 
and  whnefs  again!!  her*  can  in  bis  own  confciencc  clear 
'  himfelf  of  guilt  before  Cod,  let  him  be  the  man  who 

{hall  caft  the  fri  ft  Hone  at  her  *. 

s  And  3g*ln  8  Our  Loyd  having  in  this  manner  wifely  efcaped 
tit  Hooped  down,  the  fuare  which  they  had  laid  for  him,  and*  at  the 

iindundrtC  011  ^arae  t'n,e*  reP|0¥Cd  them  for  their  hypocritical  preten- 
1  1  pcs  to  an  extraordinary  zeal  againft  fin,  while  fo  much 

guilt  lay  upon  themfelves',  and  they  were  purfuing 
meafures  to  murder  him,  he  left  them  to  paufe  and 
think  on  what  he  had  faid;  and*  without  waiting  for 
an  anfwer,  (looped  down  again,  and  wrote  with  hi* 
finger  on  the  ground,  as  before,  that  he  might  feetn  to 
take  no  further  notice  of  the  matter*  and  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  freaking  away*  and  fancying  that  he 
would  not  obferve  it. 


p  And  rivty  9  And  as  all  their  confidences  were  (truck  with  bor- 
ithich  heard  it,  ror,  by  a  fecret  power  that  fet  thefe  words  home  upon 

hT**tlwirOTova  them,  and  they  thereupon  could  not  but  accufe  them* 
eor.fdenee,  vmt  felves  of  one  heinous'  crime  or  other*  if  not  of  the 
onr one'  by  one,  ygry  fame  that  this  woman  had  been  guilty  of*  they 

unto  were  *Ihamed  to  plead  innocence*  or  to  proceed  in  a 
the  tall  •  and  je-  demand  of  juftice  againft  her*  and  were  afraid  left*  if 
ft*  w»*  left  a-  Jpfrs  fpoke  again*  he  would  fay  fqme  feverer  rhing  to 
w£n’an  *ft,nding  fbem  :  And  therefore  inilead  of  applying  to  him,  as 
in  tbe  *  they  ought,  for  cle^nfing  from  their  own  Gns*  they  Clear¬ 
ly  flipped  away  from  him*  one  after  another*  the  eld¬ 
ed*.  who  might  be  confcious  of  molt  guilt*  going  out 
firft*  and  the  younger  following  them*  till  tbey  were 

■  all 


NOTE 


*  He  thifj  not  to  dircounteneti^eale- 
gql  proctfr*  or  bearing  aguufi,  and 

executing  juft  ice  upon  offender*,  by  foch  as 
arc  conicums  of  guilt  In  thci)ifc]vT&;  but  to 

pfipyc  foippailjori  to  the  ptrfriu  9/  ctusj- 


nal*,  as  far  as  ihc  lev  and  jaflicc  adron  of  it, 
and  to  put  the  eorreftoro  nf  others  vices  up? 
00  impartially  cenfuriii£t  and  correcting 
tlidr  ohii. 

_  x 


ch.  *m. 


Tbi  E  vangeBJi  Jo  ail  pdrs.phrc.fei. 


io  When  Je* 
fiis  had  lift  tip 
him  felt',  and 
nr>K  but  the 
be  fd’d 
unto  her,  Wo¬ 
man,  where  are 

tfcoie  thin*  4C- 

cu^r>  f  hath  10 
man  rotiMicd 
thcc ; 

if  She 

Nn  man,  LuriL 
And  Jf.fits  ftid 
in'ti  her!  Nct;icr 
Ca  1  condemn 
th« ;  go,  and  fin 
(u  more, 


all  gone,  and  there  wap  no  body  left  with  him  *t  but 
the  woman  and  the  people,  who,  with  bis  dife Spies, 
were  there  before  attending  on  his  roiniftry. 

io  The  woman  fttll  (landing  before  Chrift  to  hear 
what  fentence  be  would  pals  upon  her,  he  raifed  him* 
fclf  up  again,  and  feeing  none  of  her  accufeis  there, 
fa  id  to  her.  Woman,  what  is  become  of  all  the  men 
who  brought  you  hither  to  me?  Have  none  of  them 
pronounced,  that  you  ought  to  be  Honed  to  deatji  for 
your  (in  ? 

it  She,  treating  him  with  refpett,  anfwered.  No, 
Lord,  not  orte  of  them  has  taken  upon  him  to  declare 
any  fuch  thing  ;  Then  Jefus,  who  came  not  to  con¬ 
demn  the  world,  nor  to  exerdfe  a  judicial  power  in 
punithing  criminals,  buttofave  them  that  believe  in 
him,  replied.  Nor  do  I  take  0*at  office  upon  myfelf; 
go  about  your  hulinels,  and  letyourprefent  dcape  from 
deferred  punifliment  put  you  upon  taking  heed  that  you 
do  not  return  to  the  like,  or  any  other  iniquity  again, 
left  in  the  great  day  of  account  you  come  under  a  more 
dreadful  fentence  and  execution  than  that  of  Honing 


I*  Then  fylke 

JeJui  a£UD  unto 
them,  laying}  T 
am  i  lit  fight  of 
flic  world :  ho 
that  foibwclli  me 
(bail  not  walk  io 
daritnefs  ;  bat 

(ball  tviTt  the 
light  of  life. 


U  The  Pha- 
HfrtJ  therefore 
faid  unto  him  , 

Thou  bereft 

cord 


to  death  f . 

12  Our  blefled  Lord  having  in  this  manner  quirted 

himfelf  of  the  woman  and  her  accufcrs,  re-aiTumed 
his  difeourfe  to  the  people,  in  which  he  fpoke  of  one 
great  defign  of  his  coming  into,  the  world,  faying,  1 
am  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  as  well  as  the  glory  of  who,  having  all 

the  treafures  of-wifdom  and  knowledge  in  myfelf,  am 
come  to  dired  finners  into  the  way  of  life  and  Salva¬ 
tion,  by  my  word  and  Spirit :  And  whoever  believes  in 
me,  and  follows  my  guidance,  (hall  not  go  on  in  ig¬ 
norance  and  error,  to  millead  him  from  the  way  of  duty 
and  happinefc,  or  in  the  darknefs  of  fin  and  f pi  ritual 
death  j  but  (hall  have  the  laving  light  of  a  renewe4 
life  here,  apd  of  eternal  life  hereafter. 

13  Some  of  the  Pharifees,  that  were  mingled  with 
the  people,  and  were  enraged  to  fee  how  their  brethren 
had  been  baffled  by  him',  anfwered,  You  indeed, 
prompted  by  ambition,  {peak  great  things  concerning 
your  ft  If ;  hut  your  own  bare  affirmation  Cgnifics  no¬ 
thing  : 


NOTES. 

*■  Chiift's  being  left  alone  Ggnifin  his  be-  mediately  afterwards  went  on  preaching  to 

in?  lid  of  all  ch*  company  of  the  Jcrtbti  and  them,  (vff*  u*) 

fSarifrti  that  hod  brought  the  woman  he-  fit  doe*  not  appear  to  me  that  this  woman 
lore  him*  fo  that  none  of  them  remained  in  was  a  penitent,  or  tha^  Chtiifc  forgave  her 
the  temple  to  give  him  any  further  trouble;  fin;  but  only  that  be  difiniftcd  her,  as  not 
For  the  woman  vu  ftanding  in  the  midft  of  thinking  it  prater  to  take  upon  himfrlf  the 
the  people,  in  whole  pit&nce  the  hid  beat  office  of  Lite  civil  magiftraie  in  condemning 
pheed  before  Ghrift,  (wr.  3.)  and  he  im*  her. 


The  Evangeliji  John  paraphrnfed.  Cfi.  vlii. 


cord  of  thyfdf  * 
thy  record  b  not 
t  me, 

14  Jdus  on* 
furird  and  kid 
v  nro  them,  Tno' 
1  beir  record  of 
mjletf,  t <rt  J^y 
record  is  true  ; 
for  I  know 
whence  I  came, 
and  whither  I 
go!  bvit  ye  tan* 
not  ftrlj  whence  I 
come,  and  whi¬ 
ther  1  go. 


1 ;  Ye  jndgs 
after  the  H*flt  ;  l 
judge  co  f»au. 


id  And  yet,  if 
IjuHge*  my  judg¬ 
ment  i$  tiiie* 

for 


thing:  No  bod  vis  obliged  to  believe  it,  nor  would  It 
be  admitted,  as  valid,  in  any  court  of  judicature  what* 
foever. 

14  Jefus  replied,  Though  this  be  true  in  ordinary 

cafes,  and  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  proceedings 

in  law  ;  yet  it  is  otherwise  in  the  cafe  of  divine  tnef- 

fengers,  as  ye  yourfelves  owned  when  ve  fent  to  John 

the  Bapt ift)  faying,  Who  art  thou  ?  Whdt  faytfi  thou  cf 

thyfelfl  {chap,  u  27  }  And  as  life  is  felf-cvident,  lb 

myteftimony,  about  my  being  the  light  of  the  world, 

is  fuffiejent  to  gain  credit  with  every  one  that  duly 

confiders  and  underftandfi  the  nature  and  tendency  or 

my  doftrine,  and  the  circumftanccs  in  which  f  appear 

10  confirm  it :  It  is  true  in  itfelf,  and  worthy  to  be 

believed,  and  I  have  antbority  to  aflm  it  $  for  I  am  in* 

fallibly  fme,  and  have  demon  firated  to  you,  that  1 

came  from,  and  am  going  to  the  Father :  Bur  ye  wil- 

fully  difregard  the  evidences  I  have  given  of  it,  and  fo 

do  not  underllrtnd  that  my  original  and  com  mi  Sion  are 

from  heaven,  or  that  I  am  to  return  thither;  and  there- 

*  *  * 

fore  ye  receive  not  my  tenimony.  * 

15  Ye  judge  and  condemn  me  only  from  carnal  con¬ 
siderations,  according  to  your  fecular  views,  and  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  meannds  of  my  external  appearance  in  the 
fieOv^s  that  is  unlikely  to  anfwer  your  ends:  But  as 
I  do  {pot  fb  much  as  meddle  with  civil  judgment,  rela¬ 
ting  to;-any  perfon  whatfoevtr,  as  ye  have  but  now  fecn 
in  thetafe  of  the  woman  taken  in  adultery  5  fo  I  nei¬ 
ther  pafs  fcntcnce  of  condemnation,  nor  execute  ven¬ 
geance  upon  any  one  now,  as  I  (halt  hereafter:  No,  my 
prefent  work  is  all  of  the  merciful  drain,  as  1  am  come 
to  call  tinners  to  rcpcntauce,  and  to  leek  and  fave  that 
which  is  loft, 

16  And  yet,  were  I  to  undertake  the  office  of  a 
judge  at  prefent  in  condemning  criminals,  and  pro¬ 
ceeding  in  a  judicial  manner  again  ft  you  for  nor  believ¬ 
ing  in  me,  my  (entence  would  be  juft  and  valid  :  For 
my  Father  and  I  have  iueh  a  mutual  in* being*,  as  ro 


H  O  T  E. 

*  His  Father  bin  him*  and  he  is  in  the 
Father*  {chap  jl1v<  10,  i<0  ;  and  fo  the  Fa¬ 
ther  is  nn  morti  alone  without  the  Son,  than 


ithe  Son  h  without  the  Father*  (Prav,  yin* 
aa,  p*  and*  i*  x*'  IISs  Father 

And  lie  VvK  not  one  and  another  God,  but 
one  in  Godltcad,  though  diftinft  perfona* 
:«nd  therefore  inlrparablc  from  each  other; 
And  the  Son  came  from  the  Father 

)n  a  ccilain  tlitpuifatioo,  for  the  afliiffiptuKi 
cif  JiuiTwp  nature,  and'  aAiog  in  office  upon 
drib,  a&  G«d  U  fom  climes  laid  to  come  from 
hcarto*  for  particular  munifcftaticfls  of  hiat* 


fetf  *  ytt  Chrift  did  not  leav*  the  Father*  or 
the  Father  lei ve  him,  any  more  than  God 
leaves  heaven*  when  be  is  laid  to  come  doun 
to  this  earth :  And  that  our  I^ord  here 
fpeaksof  himlelf*  as  not  being  alone  wi<n 
regard  to  his  divine  nature*  lams  evident* 
hecauft  in  the  next  fortgoing  verfe  but  one* 
hehidfpokeof  himfdf  in  that  high  «nfi- 
deration  of  him*  laying*  J  know  T 

com?*  hut  ye  ctuttwt  nil  whence  I  came;  wher*- 
a**  whh  rdpcO  to  his  human  natiuv*  he 
had  before  allowed  that  they  knew  tvbtn^c 
he  was,  (rAffpt  vii* 


Cb.  viii. 


The  E vaxgelift  John  farafhrafed. 


for  I  >m  not  a* 

Iii-iCj  bin  L  and 

tivc  Fairer  tbit 
me* 


17  It  fe  ttfo 

jriuen  in  ywir 
h*tinu  (he  td.*- 
ttaiuuy  of  tu\J 
iul n  fc  uue. 

ifl  [  am  one 
ttui  bear 
ot  inyieif,  awl 

ihe  i  -ith^r  that 
i  *i:t  itlC  Leil«h 

MtJICJi  01  01 1, 


19  Then  fatd 
ij'i unu>  him, 
T.l*l*sTC  la  thy  IV 
™.er  ?  jef'us  an* 
leered,  Ye  nei¬ 
ther  know  me, 
i*or  my  father; 
it  ye  li-wJ  known 
me,  ye  thodld 
hi  «ft  known  my 
rjditr  uho* 


loThf  ft  words 
ftiake  Jdbs  in  the 

HTSluiy,  14  he 
flight  ia  the 
tern  pie; 


be  infeparabie  one  from  the  other,  fo  that  I  am  never 
alone ;  and  what  I  fay  ia  not  from  any  private  judg¬ 
ment  of  my  own,  apart  from  that  of  my  Father;  I 
therein  only  concur  with  him,  who  by  various  means 
t edifies  that  he  has  fent  me,  and  demands  your  faith 
in  me  *  There  is  therefore  no  room  to  except  agaiuft 
any  declaration  of  mine. 

17  Befides,  it  is  a  fettled  point  by  your  own  law, 
which  is  indeed  God’s  law,  that  the  evidence  of  two 
credible  perfons  is  fufildent  for  eftabli  filing  affairs  of 
the  greateft  confluence.  (Deut.  xvii.  6.)  „ 

18  Now  here  are  two  witneffes  to  the  truth  of  my 
afienions :  I  am  one,  who,  as  a  divine  petfon,  declare 
the  com miHion  which  I  have  received  as  the  MeJIiah  1 
And  my  Father  is  another,  who  fent  roe  into  the  world 
to  execute  it,  and  wbofe  teilimony  ye  yourfelves  mu  ft 
own  is  beyond  all  contradiction  true  5  he  has  declau-d 
the  fame  concerning  me  by  the  voice  of  his  prophets, 
and  hy  a  voice  from  heaven*  aa  well  as  by  other  means  ; 
and  therefore  your  own  rule  of  judgment,  os  contained 
in  the  law,  demands  your  affeot  to  the  truth  of  what  1 
fzy  concerning  myfelf,  and  all  things  elfe  *. 

iq  Then  the  Pbarifeei^  not  being  able  to  return  a 
fair  arifwer,  replied  in  a  way  of  ridicule  and  infu!c, 
Fray,  what  father  is  this,  that  you  pretend  to  have, 
befides  Jofepby  a  poor  carpenter  r  Where  is  he?  Call 
your  witnefs,  which  you  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon.  Jefus 
anfwcred.  again,  Though  I,  who  have  been  fo  long  a- 
mung  you,  have  frequently  explained  whom  I  mean 
by  my  Father ;  yet  fuch  is  your  wilful  blindnefs,  obfti- 
nacy,  and  perverfenris,  that  ye  are  Hill  ignorant  of  my 
perfon  and  office,  and  of  my  heavenly  Father,  from 
whom  I  come  unto  you :  If  ye  had  but  known  me, 
who  an  the  hrigbtnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs 
image  of  his  perfon,  and  one  in  -  nature,  counfel,  and 
operation  with  him,  ye  would  have  feen  the  perfections 
of  my  Father  finning  forth  in  me,  and  would  have 
known  the  relation,  in  which  he  ftauds  to  me  as  his 
Son,  as  well  as  the  high  commiffion,  which  1  bear  as 
the  Mdfiah  from  him  f. 

2Q  Chrift  freely  and  openly  fpoke  thefe  convincing 
and  cutting  things,  whiilt  he  was  di (courting  in  that 
part  of  the  temple  where  the  boxes  were  kept  to  re¬ 
ceive 


NOTES. 


*  I  take  both  thefe  into  the  paraphafe,  be-  were  two  vMcs ;  and  yet  were  one  in  m- 
rutte  Chrift  is  fpevkmg  of  the  truth  of  KU  fence  ud  divine  pcrfcAions,  as  the  know* 
judgment,  as  well  as  of  his  own  character*  ledge  of  him  the  knowledge  of  the 

f  Here  our  Lon)  plainly  imimates  chat  his  Father, 
lather  ;md  he  were  diftintf  periods,  as  th<y 


3*4 


tempt  and  no 
nan  LtkT  hands 
w  him  ;  for  his 
Eurar  vu  not  yd 
cunc. 


*i  Then  faid 
J? fas  ag^in  onto 
them,  I  go  my 
w«)Yand  yc  (hall 
leek  me,  and  (luU 
■die  in  your  fins  ; 
whitlitr  1  go  ye 
canon  come. 


u  Theta  fijd 
flic  Tc«,  Will  he 
Mi'hlrcielf!  le* 
eaufc  he 
Whither  I  go  yc 
unnvi  come* 


13  And  he  fbkl 
onto  them, -Ye 
«  from  beneath  ; 
I  am  (rum  abotet 
ye  are  of  this 
world  ;  I  am  not 
this  TorJd* 


14  T  Sfd  there - 
iTiiro  yott, 
that  yc  faill  die 
In  your  lint:  lor 

if 


7%c  Evavgelijl  JoHH  paraphrafed,  CK.  viii. 

■ 

ceive  the  money,  which  from  time  to  time  was  offered 
for  religions  ufes :  And  though  at  this  place  the  prides 
and  rulers  had  chief  authority,  yet  their  fpiriis,  and 
thrift;  of  all  his  enemies,  were  fo  reftrained  and  over¬ 
awed,  that,  how  del)  rous  foe  ter  they  were  of  ir,  none 
of  them  durft  venture  to  offer  any  violence  to  him,  the 
time  appointed  of  God  not  being  yet  come  for  his  iatfc 
fufferings  and  death. 

ai  Then  Jefus,  knowing  the  rancour  of  their  hearts 
again  ft  him,  went  on  with  another  difeourfe  to  them, 
faying,  as  he  had  the  day  before,  {chap,  vii.  33,-34>) 
I  am  going  ere  long  to  my  Father,  from  whom  I  came; 
and  hereafter,  ye  would  tie  glad  to  have  nv,  as  the 
Mefliah,  among  you,  to  fare  you  from  all  your  miferies, 
and  will  eameftly  feck  after  that  privilege :  But  all  will 
be  then  in  vain';  for,  as  ye  obftinately  rejett  me  by  un¬ 
belief,  ye  ihail  die  under  the  power;  and  guile  of  that 
your  fin,  ("*■■ anoxia  *,»»)  which  will  bind  all  your  o- 
ther  iniquities  upon  you,  to  vour  utter  dellruQion,  by 
the  righteous  .judgment  of  Godin  this  world,  and  to 
your  cvertalling  condemnation  in  the  next:  And  the 
gates  of  tbe  bleffcd  kingdom,  to  which  l  am  going, 
will  be  (hue  again  ft.  you  ;  fo  that  ye  will  not  be  able  to 
follow  me  thitner,  either  to  fetch  me  back  from  thence, 
or  to  partake  of  ray  .glory  there. 

aa  The  unbelieving  Jem  fetmed  to  be  amazed  at 
this,  and  yet  to  make  a  jeft  of  it,  faying  one  to  another. 
What  a  ft  range  odd  way  of  talking  is  this !  What,  does 
he  think  of  laying  violent  hands. upon  himfelf  to  get 
out  of  the  reach  of  bis  enemies,  and  fo  prevent  their 
murdering  him  ?  or  what  elfe  can  be  tbe  meaning  cf 
this  whimfical  expreffion,  I  am  going  to  a  place,  wbi- 
tber  yc  cannot  follow  me? 

33  Our  Lord  perfe&Iy  knowing  their  thoughts,  as 
well  as  their  perverfe  dtfconrfe,  further  explained  him. 
felf  to.  them,  faying,  The  reafon  why  ye  cannot  follow 
me,  is  this :  Yc  a  re -not  only  men  of  earthly  extraction, 
but,  like  your  mean  original,  are  persons  of  a  worldly, 
carnal  fpirit  and  temper,  whofe  hearts  are  fee  upon 
things  below ;  whereas  I  not  only  am  of  divine  origi¬ 
nal,  and  came  from  heaven,  but  my  temper  and  views 
are  dircftly  contrary  to,  and  fubveruve  of  yours ;  I  am 
dead  to  this  world,  and  my  affeCtians  are  let  on  things 
above,  whither  1  am  going. 

14  And  therefore  I  told  you,  (wr.  at.)  that  ye  (hall 
utterly  and  dreadfully  perifti  for  and  in  your  iniquities, 
and  particularly  your  unbelief,  which  leaves  you  under 
tbe  power  of  all  other  fins  :  For  if,  through  tbe  earn  a. 


The  Bvatigelijf  John  faraphra/ed. 


if  ye  beli«e  not  Ijty,  harrtnefs,  and  impenitence  of  your  hearts,  ye  will 

)v  itlll  ^die  *ia  not  ^c^rVC  r^at  *  I  am  l'?*  who  Ihould  come  a  light  in¬ 
lets,  £f,s,  to  the  world,  {ver.  ti.)  as  the  only  Saviour,  there  is  no 

kip  or  hope,  but  that  ye  mvft  be  cut  off  in  your  fins, 
by  the  righteods  vengeance  of  God  upon  your  city  and 
nation  in  this  world,  and  by  a  ftill  more  terrible  defti ac¬ 
tion  in  the  world  to  come. 


tj  Then  (aid 
thqr  amo  hint, 
Who  arc  thou* 
And  Mbs  Jaith 
r.nw  them,  EItch 
V?e  jkiac  tbu  1 

L\d  unco  you 
fmm  th«  begin- 

n:pg. 


iff  I  h m  ma¬ 
ny  things  to  fry, 
fo  judge  of 
you :  hut  he  that 
icdi  me  Is  itue; 
-od  I  fjjnk  to 
rtorkj  thoft 
which  1 
have  heard  of 
turn. 


17  They  tin- 
derttood  not  that 
he  fpakt  10  them 
of  the  Father, 


25  Hereupon,  as  they  before  had  faid  with  a  taunt, 
(ver  19*)  Where  is  jour  Father?  fo  now,  with  the  like 
temper  of  mind,  they  cried  oat*  Who  are  you  that  fpealc 
fa  great  things  of  yourfelf  ?  What  do  you  pretend  to  be, 
that  wc  upon  our  peril  muft  believe  in  you  ?  To  this  he 
replied,  I  uifift  upon  it,  that  j-  1  am  what  I  nave  all  a* 
long  faid  of  myfelf  from  the  very  beginning  of  my 
miniftry,  even  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  true  Mefliah, 
{chap.  iv.  a 6,  and  v.  17, — 27,)  how  much  foever  ye 
defpife  me* 

26  I  could  eafily  charge  you  with  many  more  crimed 
than  I  have,  to  aggravate  your  infidelity,  and  lay  you 
under  condemnation  ;  and  ye  hereafter  will  hear  of 
them,  and  be  judged  by  me  for  them :  But  not  to  xpen- 
tion, things  now,  which  are  unfuitable  to  the  prefent 
defign  of  my  office,  and  would  be  loft  upon  fuch  hard-* 
ned  creatures  as  ye  are*  I  (hall  only  tell  you  that  he,  by 
whom  [  am  feet  to  make  known  his  miod  and  wiU,  is 
income ftably  true  to  his  promife  concerning  my  coming, 
and  to  me  and  them  that  believe  in  me,,  as  he  alfo  is  to 
his  threaiemngs  again  ft  thofe  that  reje£t  me :  And  what- 
foever  I' fay  openly  in,  and  to  the  world,  is  with  all 
fiaithfulnefs,  exaftly  according  to  the  commiffioD  that 
I  have  received  from  him,  whofe  authority  is  uncon- 
troulahle,  and  cannot  be  trampled  upon  with  impunity* 

27  Now  though  in  att  this  Chrift  fo  manifeftiy  af* 
ferted  his  divine  original  and  million ;  yet  fo  great  were 
their  blindnefi  and  prejudices  again  ft  him,  that  ftill 
they  did  not  underload  him  to  fpeak  of  God’s  being 
h is  Father,  and  of  hia  receiving  his  commiflion  from 
him  ;  but  as  he  had  told  them  before,  (ver*  19.}  They 
neither  knew  jnrr,  nor  hu  Father * 

28  Jefus 


NOTES, 


*  That  /  am  irt  1*  !n  the  Crwi  tyu 
that  i  dm,  which  fame  fuppote  refer*  in  chat 
name  of  God,  {£riA  iii-  1*.)  where  be  call* 
him fdf  7  am:  But  in  this  pbee  H  wher 
jeera?  to  be  an  dBpiicni  form  of  fpc.dt,  with  ' 
tflpcft  to  his  hditg  t be  Mdfiah*  el  this  \cty 
tKjNtlliiin  is  undoubtedly  to  be  itudrrilood, 

(  iiii«  ff.)  Afflirr  nW  ia  nn  naxit 

J-jYugi  eli  tya  tip. j,  J  dW,  i,  /,  tro 

Ciuiil;  kiid  [/tfts  &iin  i%. J  f*J<l 


wc  trju  tynt  7  am  rsf,  i.  c  fvr  or  thf  & 
i  It  is  not  cuiy  to  an  c\z£l  grammati¬ 
cal  oonltruftio*  of  the  Gr&k  ** 

n  jlkj  Vfiutj  which  lomc  WhUt,  1  am 

ih  hcpsuhifi  oth*n  *dvcrth!ly,  Frim  the 
brgi/ujtog,  whits  l  fife  i.  C.  continue 
to  fav  auto  io  ii  niw  1  r  taken  iS 

CliritVs  aflmihjj  his  uw»i  exigence 

as  God,  antecedent  to  any  hd.v.an  cii^ud, 

to  y*j m  i,  i,  a*  and  t,  8. 


3  66 

i3  Then  laid 

Jcfiu  uuio  them  p 
When  ye  have 
Jifc  op  the  Sod  of 
nun,  then  (lull 
yc  know  ihu  l 
am  btr  and  that 
1  do  no  thing  of 
mjrlclt';  but  as 
my  Father  hath 
taught  me,  I 
fpc*  k  the  lathings 


_  ■ 

The  EvangtUft  JoHH  paraphrased. 


Ch.  viii. 


ip  And  ho 
fhai  ftnt  me  is 
with  me »  the  Fa* 
thtr  haih  not  Jeft 
me  alone  ;  for  1 

do  always  thofe 
things  ilm  plcafc 
him* 


%o  As  hcfpake 
thete  words  many 
brjicsed  on  " 


31  Then  (aid 
Jrfus  to  thole 
Jcwswh  iehbdi*  v- 
ed  on  him,  If  yc 
cniximw  in  my 
word,  thtn  are 
yc  my  dUtipIcs 
incUcdp 


at  AndjefhaU 
know  the  Truth, 
anJrhiMrilfh  (hall 
ouLc  you  free* 


3j  They  an- 


28  Jefus  therefore  faid  unto  them,  How  ignorant  fo- 
mr  ye  now  are  of  me,  and  though  in  a  little  time  ye 
will  procure  my  crucifixion,  who  appear  among  you  as 
the  Meflhb,  and  will  think  that  ye  have  thereby  effec¬ 
tually  ruined  me  and  my  caafe ;  yet,  as  this  will  realty 
be  the  dire£l  ftep  10  my  exaltation,  fo  ye  (hall  be  after¬ 
wards  convinced  *,  either  by  happy  or  dreadful  experi¬ 
ence,  that  I  am  he  who  was  to  come,  and  that,  accor¬ 
ding  to  what  I  now  fay  of  myfelf,  I  do  norhing  as  a 
private  perfon  of  my  own  head,  and  nothing  feparately 
from  my  Father  5  but  that  I  faithfully  declnre  every 
thing  exactly  according  to  the  indruttions,  which  I,  as 
man  and  mediator,  have  received  from  him,  and  that 
all  my  promifes  and  tb reamings  lhall  be  punctually  ful¬ 
filled.  . 

29  In  the  mean-while,  my  Father,  who  fetit  me  in¬ 
to  the  world,  is  ever  prefen  t  with  me  by  an  eflential 
union,  and  by  an  unmeafureable  unttion  of  his  Spirit,  to 
a (fift,  accept,  and  own  me  in  his  work  :  He  has  not 
deferted  me,  orwithdrawn  the  demon  ft  ratio  ns  of  his 
favour  from  me:  For  the  whole  of  what  I  do  is  at  all 
times,  and  without  the  lead  variation,  entirely  agree* 
able  to  his  will,  ami  delightful  to  him. 

30  When  Jefus  fpakc  thefe  words,  it  was  with  fuch 
evidence  and  power,  as  brought  many  of  the  Jr&$  to 
believe  that  he  bore  a  divine  commiffion,  ortat  lead  to 
profefs  f  their  faith  in  him. 

31  But  our  blefled  Lord  knowing  that  Tome  of  them 
were  weak  in  faith,  and  that  others  w^re  only  hypocrites, 
who,  under  all  their  pretences  of  difcipleUnp  to  him, 
ft  ill  fought  to  deftroy  him,  (ver.  37-)  faid  to  the  whole 
multitude  of  them,  that  profefled  to  believe  in  him.  If 
ye  really  embrace,  and  adhere  to  my  holy  doctrine  in 
your  judgment  and  choice,  and  perfift  in  a  cordial  be¬ 
lief  of  it,  and  fobjett  your  whole  fouls  to  it,  then  (Util 
ye  be  proved  and  owned  to  be'  my  difciples  in  trurh,  a$ 
well  as  in  name. 

32  And  ye  fliall  dill  further  be  enlightened,  confirm¬ 
ed*  and  farisfied  about  the  certainty,  excellence,  and 
importance  of  my  gofpel ;  and  by  its  means  lhall  yc  ob¬ 
tain  the  mod  glorious  freedom  from  every  thing  that 
is  enthraling,  mean,  and  mife table* 

33  Then  fame  of  them,  wbo  hadjirofcflfed  to  brieve 

in 

NOTE  s. 


*  The  irran*  of  this  c-Trrjftkm  litre  the 
fi£7ii  and  U'ond??:  that  fbivjM  at:eud  the 
death  aiwl  rvftirrt^ion  of  CbriJt*  she  elJufka 
of  Wn  Spirit*  and  tp  reading  of  th6 
and  die  jed^taems  of  Gcd  in  the  de¬ 


ft  m£Kon  Af  Itrpfalm  afterwards* 

*  li  the  whute  of  liie 

tag  difeoui^  betwiju  Chrift  und  them,  fhi: 
Tome  of  them  woe  my  far  from  keif's  i:n- 
ccie  believer*. 


Ch.  vlii. 
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fwercd  him.  We 
t*c  Abraham** 
feed,  and  were 
vver  tn  bondage 
to  any  miD : 
how  fcyeft  thou. 
Ye  flull  be  made 
iux! 


34  Jefua  an- 

fitvKd  Jbem%  Ve¬ 
rity  verily  I  fay 

W*U*  yGB;  Who- 
i-'ever  commit* 
U'tn  (tn  is  the  fer* 

vifi!  of  fin. 


15  Andthefer* 
rant  tbiddh  not 
to  the  Iwfe  for 
ever:  W  the  Son 
abutab  ever* 


^6  It  the  S on 
therefore  Ihall 
make  you  free, 

7* 


in  him,  taking  it  at  an  high  affront,  that  he  (houltl 
fpeak  as  if  he  thought  them  to  be  Haves,  fa  id  to  him, 
in  a  vjuoting  manner.  We  are  the  defendants  of  the 
famous  patriarch  Abraham ,  who  being  a  fovereign 
prince,  and  a  man  in  covenant  with  God,  entailed  all 
civil  and  religious  freedom  upon  us,  as  our  birthright} 
and  we  never  loft  it  by  being  *  enflaved  to  any  foreign 
power,  or  governed  by  any.  Jaws  but  our  own.  Wbat 
therefore  can  you  mean  by  pretending  to  make  u9  free, 
who  are  in  right  and  fadt  fo  free  already  ? 

34  Our  Lord  replied.  How  great  foc.er  your  boafts 
of  liberty  are,  1,  who  fpeak  the  truth,  folennily  aflirre 
you,  that  who  ever,  like  you,  is  a  worker  of  iniquity, 
(» >w j,  (he  word  of  flaves  under  the  guilt 
and  power  of  Gn  :  he,  notwithstanding  alibis  pretend- 
ed  claims  under  Abraham ,  is  a  fcrvant  of  corruption,  to 
his  own  perdition. 

35  And  the  ferrant  of  Gn,  though  he  be  the  natural 

feed  of  Abraham.  \y  like  JJbmael ,  the  ion  of  Hagar  the 
bond- woman,  (hall  be  call  out  of  God's  houfe  and  fa¬ 
mily,  and  from  all  its  privileges,  as  IJbmacl  was,  and 
as  all  the  carnal  unbelieving  Jews  (hall  be :  But  the  Son 
of  God,  who  is  likcwtfe,  by  way  of  eminence,  the 
feed  of  Abraham  and  the  foil  of  the  promife,  in  whom 
all  nations  ihall  be  bleffed,  continues  as  the  firft  born, 
lord  and  heir  in  his  own  houfe  for  ever ;  and  everyone 
that  claims  under  him,  as  Abraham* %  f*ed  through  faith 
in  him,  according  to  the  promife,  Ihall  abide  in  the  fa¬ 
mily  as  a  Ton,  and  inherit  the  nobleft  freedom  with  him. 

36  If  therefore  I,  who  am  the  Son  of  God,  and 
Lord  of  mine  own  houfe,  (hall  beftow;  the  noble  free¬ 
dom  upon  you,  which  I  fpake  of,  ye  (hall  be  (nrac) 
fuhftandally  and  eminently  free  in  your  own  fpirits, 

and 


NOTES. 


*  It  is  fefprmog  they  (hould  hare 
(He  opofidmcc  to  aflert  fo  downright  and 
ktwn  1  fallehoodi  as  that  jbtj  RfVfr  tvjre 
is  bzzAugc  tv  &nj  maa ;  For  they  had  been 
nnorioufly  in  bondxgt  for  many  ytin  to  fo* 
reign  power*  in  tyW  a  Ad  Jtotyk*;  junI 
were  ac  lids  very  time  tribnttrki  to  the  Jfo- 
tuaiu,  and  under  great  reftrcints  of  their  Li* 
bertir*  from  them. 

f  The  feirfe  of  this  vtrfe,  eoofidered  as  a 
general  maxim  *  a  plain  and  obvious  enough 
with  ivlpcfl  to  the  privilege  of  a  ion  abovt 
a  ftrv.m( ;  end  yet  it  it  very  difficult  to  fix 
Uf  determinate  meaning,  ai  it  thuds  here  in 
ConueAlon  with  the  context,  and  partvuW- 

\y  with  dc  fyr-vant  s/  n^nlionol  in  the 

verfr,  and  with  iH  fpoken 
of  in  the  eerie  lii*r  that,  whiLh  J 

I  hav-e  ^;ren,  feems  to  he  ;t*  ureft  fcafy  and 
e^ufnUut  func :  for  U  keepj  ti*>  the  ft  me 


idea  of  the firraatef  fix*  and  of  ih  S&n,  at 
mentioned  to  the  preceding  and  foJ]o*injr 
verfn;  and ,  at  the  fame  time,  fhew<  the 
fercncc  between  the  fenrair:s  of  tin  and  the 
true  children  of  God,  (who  are  Ahreb&m'i 
feed  through  faith  in  ChriitJ  with  to 

the  bondage  of  the  one,  and  tbe  frteil  nn  of 
the  other;  It  likcwtfe  keeps  cp  the  viciv  of 
Chnfl’i  anfwvr  to  tbe  vain  pica  nf  the  Car¬ 
nal  JtTif,  ihnt  they  were  A ''r&l'am**  feed* 
and  it  agrees  with  the  apoflie’*  ft  presentation 
of  ljLmsft*s  mi%-  as  xt-  /c:t  jf  tr)j 

hoad-wmit 1,  w\u>  thon'd  uot  l*e  heir  with 
the  fan  of  fee  aaj  w*th  his  re* 

pr^ftiiUtuHi  of  Ujs:,  as  Victim  of  the  pir*-- 
imfe,  who  tui.T^bt  a  typ^or  (ilmlf,  u-i 
of  all  tnw  be!ivvn<  in  him.  i^OaL  Iv. 

51.)  And  thU  jtf.fe  ot  the  \voriJ  Iyer  hi  .1 
pLhi  m  id  mural  coJU^Ttbn  ulk!i  tit?  lot* 
low  i  eg  \\r;c. 
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■ 

F*  fli^U  be  fret 

iodccdt 


3T  I  kn^vthat 
yc  mx  Abrtham^ 
Icrd  :  but  yt  feck 

tv  kilt  me,  be- 
caufc  ray  word 
hath  ao  place  in 
you. 


38  I  fpcafc  that 
which  1  hjYticen 
with  my  Father; 
Hid  ye  60  that 
which  you  have 

ten  with  your 
father. 


jp  They  »it- 
faered  and  hid 
unto  bun,  Abra¬ 
ham  is  our  father, 
Jtsfus  kith  uuio 

then),  If  ye  were 

A  hr  ah  inf  j  cJiil  * 

dren,  ye  wituld 
do  the  vtirkr  of 
Abtahjo], 


40  But  now  ye 
feck  to  k>li  me, 

a  man  that  hath 
told  you  the 
truth,  which  f 
have  heard  of 

Goil: 
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and  in  all  your  religious  concerns ;  free  from  the  guilt 
and  dominion  of  fin  ;  free  from  the  law  as  a  covenant 
of  works,  from  all  its  Durdenfome  ceremonies,  that 
yoke  of  bondage,  and  from  its  dreadful  curfe  \  free 
from  the  prevailing  blindnefs  and  prejudices  of  your 
own  minds  and  hearts,  and  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan; 
free  in  your  accefsto  God,  communion  with  him,  and 
a&ings  for  him  ;  free  from  the  Aing  of  death,  and  the 
vi&ory  of  the  grave ;  and  at  length  free  from  every  kind 
of  evil,  and  in  foil  pofieSton  of  all  the  glory  of  your 
adoption :  So  that  all  other  freedom  is  as  nothing  com¬ 
pared  with  this,  and  is  mere  flavery  without  it. 

37  And,  as  to  the  other  part  of  your  plea,  that  ye 
are  Abrahanii  feed,  I  yery  well  know,  and  readily  own, 
that  ye  are  his  natural  dependents;  but  I  like  wife  know, 
that  notwit h Handing  this,  ye  are  far  from  giving  into 
bis  faith,  difpoGtion,  and  obedience,  and  are  lull  of  un¬ 
worthy  inclinations  and  defigns  to  dellroy  me,  only  be- 
caufe  your  proud  and  carnal  hearts  cannot  relifh  and 
fall  in  with,  no  nor  fo  much  as  bear  the  holy,  fpi- 
ritual,  and  felf-humbling  doftrine,  which  I  p reach  unto 
you. 

38  So  great  i$  the  contrariety  between  me  and  you, 
that  I  deliver  thethings  which  I  am  intimately  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  as  one  prefenc  in  council  and  communion  with 
my  heavenly  Father,  and  which  I  know  to  be  according 
to  his  mind  and  will :  And  ye,  on  the  other  hand,  do 
thofe  things  which  ye  have  learnt  by  immediate  fug- 
geftion  from  your  own  father,  who  is  oppofite  to  mine, 
and  which  ye  pra£life  under  his  influence,  and  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  him,  like  perfons  in  communion  and  council 
with  him. 

39  At  thefe  words  they  took  fire,  and  anfwered  him 
with  fome  fmartnefs,  What  father  of  ours  is  this 
whom  you  fpeak  of  with  fuch  contempt  ?  We  tell  you 
again,  and  you  yourfelf  have  owned  it,  (wr.  37.)  that 
Abraham  is  our  father  :  What  then  do  y<J  mean  by  re- 
fleeing  upon  him,  as  if  wo  bad  learnt  any  evil  fiom 
him  ?  Jei’us  replied.  If  we  wete  indeed  Abraham* s  chil¬ 
dren  in  temper  and  fpiric,  as  well  as  by  natural  defcrnt, 
ye  would  do  fuck  works  of  faith  and  holinefs,  as  he  rirth 

40  But  inftead  of  copying  after,  ye  go  into  tbe  yet  y 
reverfe  of  his  believing  and  holy  diipoiiticn  and  beha¬ 
viour,  in  that  ye  feck  my  life,  becaufe  I  have  aiTcrted 
an  important  and  necrffary  truth,  about  my  being  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  promifed  Meffiyh,  (chap.  v.  18  ) 
a  truth  which,  as  a  prophet,  I  received  cooimiflion 
from  God  himfclf  to  declare  to  you  :  Whereas  Abra - 


Ch.  viiu 
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God  :  this  did 
not  Abraham* 


11  Te  do  the 

ilmli  of  your  fa¬ 
ther.  Then  faid 
they  to  him.  We 
he  not  born  of 
fornication  $  we 
have  oat  >  it  her, 
tv£a  God- 


bam  readily  received  and  obeyed  every  divine  revela¬ 
tion  and  was  fo  eminent  for  humanity  and  piety, 
that  he  never  would  have  gone  about  to  lull  any  inno¬ 
cent  perfon,  much  Ufs  any  me  Wenger  from  God  to  him. 

41  It  is  plain  therefore,  notwith  Handing  all  your 
boaib  of  being  Abrabani*  children,  that  ye  have  ano¬ 
ther  Father,  whom  ye  refemble,  and  whofe  will  and 
work  ye  do.  The  Jrwi  perceiving  by  this,  that  he 
fpDke  of  their  pedigree,  not  in  a  literal,  but  fpiritual 
fenfe,  replied  with  indignation,  Whatfoever  you  may 
fugged  to  the  contrary,  we  are  not  the  children  of 


idolaters,  who  have  broke  God's  covenant,  and  gone  a- 
whoring  from  him  to  idols ;  nor  do  we  own  or  fcrvr  the 


gods  of  the  heathen,  but  are  worfhippers  of  the  only 
living  and  true  God ;  and  therefore  he,  io  a  fpiritual 
fenfe,  is  the  Father  of  us  all. 


44  Jdba  faid 
onto  them,  if 
God  were  your 
Father  ye  woald 
loft  me ;  fur  1 
proceeded  forth, 
and  came  from 
God  :  ncit  Fur 
came  1  ofmyfelf, 
tut  he  feat  me. 


42  In  anfwer  to  this,  Jcfus  faid,  If,  as  ye  pretend, 
God  were  indeed  your  fpiritual  Father,  who  has  really 
begotten  you  after  his  own  likenefs,  ye,  mftead  of  up- 
pouug  and  rejecting,  would  affe&ionately  efteem  and 
embrace  me  and  my  do&rtoe:  For  I  originally  proceeded 
from  God  the  Father*  as  bis  only  begotten  Son,  par¬ 
taker  of  the  fame  nature  with  him,  and  am  come  into 
the  world  immediately  from  him  j  I  did  not  coroe  of 
my  own  head,-  like  a  falfie  prophet,  hat  by  com  million 
from  him,  who  fent  me,  as  the  Mefltab,  to  make 
known  the  way  of  falvation,  and  to  do  bis  will  upon 
earth.  t 


41  Wlyd#  ye 

nut  undcrftatnl 
yny  fperch  ?  evert 

benufe  yceannot; 
hear  my  void. 


43  Whence  is  it  then,  that  ye  do  not  take  in  what 
I  fay,  and  have  evidently  proved  concerning  myfelf,  and 
the  defign  of  my  coming  into  the  world  ?  truly  the 
reafon  is,  Ipecaufc  your  hearts  are  fo  carnal  and  fenfua), 
that  ye  cannot  approve  of  my  fpiritual,  feif* denying, 
and  heavenly  doftrine,  and  artfo  prejudifed  again  ft  it, 
that  ye  cannot  endure  to  hear  of  my  being  the  Son  of 
God,  who  preach  it.  How  then  can  ye  pretend  that 
God  is  your  heavenly  Father  f 

44  No 


K  O  T  E. 


*  Obftrve  the  difference  between  wbat  divine  roeffenger :  For  the  form  of  cr- 
Chrift  here  fay*  of  lumfelf,  and  what  U  ewer  prcfGon,  ot  rtr  ffv  here  rendered  I 

tod  of  any  other;  Believe™  are  kid  to  praettied  forth  from  God,  is  often  nfed  by  ihe 
he  rf  GeJ,  (wr,  47,  end  t  7b4s  iv.  4.  Seventy;  to  fignify  a  proper  birth,  wlunsp- 
and  to  be  bora  sad  begotten  0/  Godt  (j  Jobs  plied  to  mao,  as  in  Gen*  xv.  4.  it  Is  fawl,  he 
v,  i*j;  and  the' prophets  were  Aid  10  be  fnt  that  jbxtt  feme  firth  out  of  tbi&C  fw  hru>*!st 
of  Cndy  as  Jtba  She  Baptrjt  ahb  was,  (Join  fi&fl  l?  thine  brirj  {bap.  itn.  11.  Ktnj^ji 
i,  d.)  But  it  is  peculiar  to  ifrin,  that  he  JbsJt  corse  ost  sf  tbj  fcUu  And  it  is  Aid  of 
proceeded  firtht  and  came  from  Go  Ay  which  Chrift,  with  refpcA  to  his  human  binh, 
intimites  his  divine  original*  as  well  at  miP  (Ifi*  si*  1.)  there  jhail  come  forth  a  rod  oat  of 
fun,  that  he  is  of  the  Father  as  a  Bod  of  the  fitiet  of  Jefle*  The  phraseology  is 
his  own  efleaee,  preeeedjntf  from  him,  u  fame  in  ill  theft  places,  with  that  which  ts 
^vtll  as  that  he  ume  Uofa  ntc  F-iiher,  as  a  here  rendered  proceed;  •:&  fjrth* 

Vol*  IL  t  A  1 


44  Ye  ire  of 
yo*r  fuhcf  the 
deni,  and  the 
lofts  of  your  fa* 
tlier  y«  wtH  do * 
k  vai  i  murder* 
er  from  the  be- 
binnbgi  and  a- 
nndc  not  in  thf 
froth  ,  Wcaule 
there  U  no  truth 
ia  him*  When 
he  fjrtaketh  a 
lb  he  fpcikcth  of 
ho  o«a ;  for  he 
h  a  Jiar,  and  the 
father  of  Ic,  - 
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CL  vith 


4i  AnAf  he- 
mu'fe  I  tell 
ihe  truth >  ye  be¬ 
hove  me  wL 


44  Wfcfch  of 
you  convinterh 
me  of  fin  t  And, 
If  I  ftv  the  truth, 
vhy  da  ye  not 
believe  me  i 


,  that 
bim- 


4?  He  itiac  it 

of  Oed  bearah 
Ooai'twordt:  ye 
therefore  hear 
tbtm  not.  bec-iaie 


44  No,  on  the  contrary,  I  mult  tell  you  plainly 
your  proper  fattier,  in  a  moral  fenfe,  is  the  devil 
felf  }  him  yc  imitate  and  obey,  and  his  malicious  and 
envious  inclinations  and  defigns  ye  relolutely  fa  your- 
fel  ves  to  fulfil :  Ye  are  the  feed  of  that  old  ferpent,  who 
murdered  the  whole  human  race,  drawing  their  firft 
parents  into  fin,  at  the  beginning  of  the  world  \  who 
has  ever  fince  prompted  his  children  to  all  the  murders 
that  have  been  committed,  cfpccUUy  upon  righteous 
men  and  holy  prophets,  from  Abtl  aown  to  this  day ; 
and  who  Hill  continues  to  murder  the  fouls  of  men  by 
liis  fallacious  temptations.  And  as  he  degenerated  -from 
fats  own  original  integrity ;  fo  he  afterwards  denied  the 
truth  of  what  God  had  laid  about  the  forbidden  fruit, 
that,  he  might  ruin  thfc  fons  of  then ;  and  he  has  ever 
fince  fee  biraielf  againft  the  truth  of  divine  revelation, 
to  prevent  their  recovery,  becaufe  he  is  a  lying  fpirit, 
deftitute  of,  and  an  utter  enemy  to  all  truth  ana  good- 
net.  ’Whenever  therefore  he  fuggefts  falfehoods,  he 
therein  ifis  fiiitable  to  his  own  temper,  as  an  apoftste 
fpirit :  For  he  is  a  notorious  liar,  and  the  promoter  of 
lies  and  deceits,  in  all  his  methods  of  procedure,  and 
among  all  thofe  that  go  in  to  them  after  his  example. 
Ye  are/berefore  his  children,  afting  his  part,  and  fulfil¬ 
ling  his  will)  in  all  youf  falfe  fugged  ions  and  murder¬ 
ous  deGgus  againft  me. 

45  And  tho'  I  have  given  the  cleared  proofs  of  the 
truth  of  my  ch  a  rafter,  as  the  Son  of  God  and  Saviour 
of  tinners,  and  have  told  you  the  only  true  way  to  e- 
ternal  life  and  bleffednefs?  yet  ye  will  not  give  any  credit 
to  me :  Nay,  becaufe  I  tell  you  fuch  truths,  as  are  fpi- 
ritual  and  holy,  and  difagreeahle  to  your  corrupt  incli¬ 
nations  and  interells,  therefore  ye  rejeft  both  me  and 
them. 

46  If  there  is  any  immorality  or  milbehaviour  in  my 
life  S  or  any  ahfurdity  or  ill  tendency  in  my  doftrine ; 
or  inconfiftency  with  itCelf,  with  the  feripture,  or  with 
any  plain  principles  of  reafon ;  why  do  not  fome  of  you 
prove  it  upon  me,  and  thereby  confute  me  ?  which  of 
you  is  able  to  do  this?  and  if  ye  cannot  find  any  one 
real  fault  in  my  doftrine,  any  more  than  in  my  life, 
but  all  is  right  and  true  ;  how  perverfe  and-  unreafon- 
able  Is  it,  that  ye  neverthelefs  will  perfift  in  your  unbe¬ 
lief? 

47  He  that  is  a  child  of  God,  enlightened,  renewed, 
and  fanftified  by  bis  Spirit,  is  defirous  to  know,  and 
ready  to  receive  and  obferve  whatever  God  f peaks :  The 
reafon  therefore  why  ye  pay  no  regard  to  what  I  declare, 

and 


Cfi.  TUI. 

ve  arc  not  Of 


49  Then  an* 
fweredthe  Jews, 
and  fiid  unto 
him*  Say  we  Dot 
xdl  Jut  thou 
art  a  Samafiiaa, 
and  ball  t  devil  i 


44  Jefm  an- 
fwered,  1  Lave 
not  a  devil  *  but 
l  honour  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  ye  do 
dUhetKHUr  me* 


50  And  I  fleet 
not  mine  own 
glory ;  there  is 
one  chat  fceketb 
and  jodgethi 


51  Verily  wi¬ 
ly  Ifliy  unto  you. 
It  A  ID  ID  keep 

my 
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and  have  proved  to  be  from  him,  is  becaufc,  whatfoever 
ye  pretend  to,  ye  really  are  not  the  children  of  God, 
partaken  of  his  Spirit,  and  well  afiedted  towards  him.  . 

48  Some  of  the  Jrwt  then  prefent,  being  exafperated 

at  this  cutting  difeourfe,  which  they  could  not  confute, 
fell  into  a  violent  fory  againft  him,  crying  oat.  How 
can  you  pretend,  that  none  of  ns  hare  convinced  you 
of  fin  i  {ver.  46.)  We  hare  laid,  and  we  Hand  to  it  as 
rightly  laid,  your  own  dlfooutfe  now  confirming  It,  that 
you  are  as  bad  as  a  Samaritan^  whom  we  look  upon  as 
the  worft  of  enemies  to  our  religion  and  nation,  and 
worthy  to  be  had  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence  }  nay,  we 
infill  upon  it,  that  you  talk  like  a  madman,  and  one  pof- 
fellcd  of  the  devil  nimfelf,  while  von  charge  the  children 
of  Abraham  with  being  not  the  cnildrcn  of  God,  but  the 
children  of  that  evil  one,  and  while  you  perform  pre¬ 
tended  miracles  by  his  power,  and  in  confederacy  with 
him,  to  make  people  believe  that  what  you  fay  is  true  *. 

49  To  this  monftronily  vile  and  blafehemous  reproach, 
Jefus  anfwered,  with  wonderful  mceknefs  and  calmnds 
of  fpiritrThis  Is  fiicb  a  groundless  imputation,  as  never 
can  be  made  good  againft  me :  The  nature  and  ten¬ 
dency  of  all  my  do&rines  and  miracles,  for  promoting 
goodnels  and  holinefs  among  men,  and  for  deftroymg 
the  works  of  the  devil,  are  a  demonftration  that  1  am 
not  influenced  by  him,  noraft  in  confederacy  with  him  : 
But  all,  that  I  do  and  fay,  is  to  advance  the  glory  of  my 
heavenly  Father's  wifdom,  power,  holinefs,  and  grace, 
in  the  fid  ration  of  his  people :  This  Satan  would  never 
do  ■;  and  yet  ye  revile  and  fpeak  evil  againft  me  for  it, 
as  if  I  were  afted  by  him. 

50  But  (J‘)  I  neither  trouble  myfelf  about  your  re¬ 
proaches,  nor  court  your  applaufe,  having  no  aim  at  ad¬ 
vancing  my  own,  in  diftinffion  from  my  Father's  glory : 
Nor  need  1  he  felicitous  about  thefe  things ;  for  their 
is  one,  even  my  heavenly  Father  himfelf,  who  will  fe- 
cure  an  intereft  for  me  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  and 
will  eflcftually  vindicate  my  char  after,  and  avenge  all 
the  indignities  offered  to  it. 

51  Leaving  therefore  my  reputation  in  his  hands, !, 
who  am  Truth  itfelf,  go  on  to  allure  you  with  the  great- 
eft  folemnity,  as  I  have  done  before,  {chap.  v.  14.  and 

*vi. 


NOTE 

•  He  took  no  notice  of  what  they  had  Aid  bap*  He  made  no  reply  to  that  pert  of  the 
about  hi,  being  l  SuMriUm,  becaaft  that  did  charge,  beeauic  feme  Samantatu  already 
not  fo  much  alba  his  commlffioTi,  and  eve*  bdietei  iu  him,  {chef,  iv*  3P-)  and  Uc  nwi- 
1  v  thing  that  W  invidious  in  that  calumny  fc If  had  fcprefcnud  a  good  StiwariUn  in  aa 
would  £ll of  iriclf,  by  bis  ’proving  that  he  honourable  light.  {Luke  *■  33,  ire  ) 

Vis  iwt  atied  by  *n  evil  fpirit;  And  per- 

Asa 


r 
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my  tying, 
tall  ocycr 
death. 


he 

fee 


fi  Then  AM 
the  Jews  unto 
him,  Now  wd 
know  that  thou 
haft  a  devil.  A* 
braham  is  dead, 
and  the  pro* 
plitu  ;  md  thou 
fkyeft,  If  a  man 
keep  my  Ikying, 
he  tall  never 
talk  of  death. 


Sj  Ait  thou 
greater  than  our 
father  Abraham, 
which  it  dead  ? 
and  the  prophets 
arc  dead*  whom 
makeft  thou  thy* 
fclf? 
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vi.  40,  50,  51.)  that  vhoerer  heartily  embraces,  and 
holds  faft  my  fpiritual  and  holy  doftrine,  in  his  ■  faith 
and  obedience,  Hull  not  *  die  (”*  "»  ■«■“)  for  eVer ;  he 
fhall  not  be  utterly  deftroyed  by  death,  but  (hall  live 
in  all  felicity,  world  without  end. 

5a  Then  the  7rwj,inftead  of  embracing  this  blefled 
promifeof  a  glorious  immortality,  wrefted  Chriffs  words 
to  tbeir  own  definition,  pretending  that  he  meant  an 
exemption  from  temporal  death,  and  crying  oat  with 
ftill greater  rage  and  refilings  than  before.  We  are  now 
thoroughly  confirmed  in  the  truth  of  our  charge,  that 
you  are  really  pollefled  of  the  devil,  and  are  (lark  mad : 
Fur  onr  father  Abraham,  who  was  the  friend  of  God, 
and  all  the  holy  prophets,  from  Mtfts  to  this  day,  are 
dead,  though  they  were  ftri£l  obfcrvers  of  the  divine 
will ;  and  yet  you  boldly  affirm,  that  whoever  receives 
and  pr  aft  its  your  doftrine  (ball  never  die. 

53  What  1  faid  they,  forgetting  that  the  Mefliah 
mult  needs  be  fuperior  to  all  that  went  before  him,  do 
you  pretend  to  be  more  highly  in  favour  w ith  God,  and 
to  have  greater  power  than  our  father  Abraham  himfelf, 
and  than  the  moft  excellent  of  the  prophets,  who  died, 
Hire  the  red  of  mankind  ?  how  wild  and  prefumptnous 
is  your  talk  of  making  others  immortal,  when  thofe 
eminent  favourites  of  heaven  could  not  obtain  that  pri¬ 
vilege  for  themfelves  ?  Fray,  who  are  you  that  pretend 
to  be  flow  a  greater  hleffiog  on  your  difciples,  than  God 
law  fit  to  vouchfafe  to  any  of  them  ? 

54  Jefus  replied,  if  1  a  flume  undue  honour  to  myfelf, 
or  make  a  (hew  of  power  without  good  arguments  to 
fupport  it,  fuch  glorying  would  indeed  he  empty  and 
vain,  and  would  t  urn  to  my  d  ifgrace  :  But  it  ismy  Father 
(» that  honours  and  glorifies  me,  by  hearing 
witnefs  to  the  utmoft  dignity  of  my  charafter,  and  Clew¬ 
ing  his  approbation  of  me  according  to  it,  even  that  God, 
whom  ye  claim  as  your  covenant-God,  and  whom  ye 
ought  to  helieve,  in. what  he  teftifies  concerning  me. 

55  But,  notwithftanding  your  pretences  of  peculiar 
relation  to  him,  ye  are  really  ftrangers  to  him,  and  ut¬ 
terly  ignorant  of  him  as  my  Father,  and  will  not  un¬ 
derhand  what  he  has  witnefled  concerning  me ;  no 
wonder  therefore  that  ye  dp  not  receive  me;  But  I  am 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  him,  and  fully'aflurcd,  that 
be  doth  and  will  own  and  (land  by  me,  who  own  and 
honour  him ;  And  were  I  to  fay  otherwife,  to  avoid 
your  wrath,  I  fliould  give  the  lie  to  him,  to  my  own 

con- 

note. 

*  To  fit  dccih,  «ai  to  /ejft  of  death,  as  it  is  otpitfled  in  the  next  wrfe,  uc  Uebniibs 
which  tignify  dying. 


j*  JcJus  an- 

fwcrtd,  If  J  ho¬ 
nour  myfrlf,  my 
honour  i&  no* 
thing*  Ir  is  tny 
father  that  ho- 
noureth  me,  of 
wik>m  jc  fay  that 

bt  U  yout  God. 


jy  Yet  ye  have 

not  Ichown  him ; 
bat  l  know  him  ; 
and  ir  I  fhouLd 
iky  I  know  him 
not,  1  tail  be  a 
liar-  Eke  unto 

you : 
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you :  but  I  fcoov 
him,  and  keep 
his  frying* 


ffl  Yoor  father 
Abraham  rejoic* 
«llgfcc  mj  Jay  ; 
and  he  frw  itt 
and  was  glad* 


57  Then  frid 
the  Jews  unto 
him.  Than  art 
not  yet  fifty  yean 
old,  and  hall 
then  feen  Abra* 
bam  f 


jB  Jcfiu  frid 
unto  then.  Veri¬ 
ly  verity  I  fry 
unto  you,  Before 
Abraham  was,  1 


am, 


59  Then  took 
they  up  tones 

to 


conference  and  charader,  and  to  the  truth  itfelf,  juft- 
like  you :  But  I  infill  upon  it,  as  I  ought,  that  I  have 
a  pttftfi  knowledge  of  bini|  and  of  hip  regard  to  me, 
and  that  1  always  do  the  things  that  pleafe  him,  accord 
ding  to  the  commrffioti  which  I  hare  received  from  him. 

5 6  And  as  to  yom  cavil  at  my  fpeafciug  greater  things 
of  myfelf  than  could  be  laid  of  Abro&omy  be,  in  whom 
ye  lb  much  glory,  as  your  Father  and  as  the  friend  of 
God,  made  fo  high  account  of  me*  that  he  carneftly 
defired*  to  fee  the  time  of  my  appearing  in  flefli  for  the 
falvation  of  Ifrath  and  he  had  fuch  a  fight  of  it,  as  fil¬ 
led  him  with  exceeding  great  joy:  How  much  more 
would  he  have  been  delighted  to  have  lice  what  ye  now 
fee,  and  delpife  ? 

57  The  Jffwsf  perverting  his  words,  as  if  he  fpoke 
of  Abrabam’s  really  feeing  him  in  tbe  flefh,  faid  to  him, 
You  are  but  a  young  man,  who,  as  any  one  may  fee  by 
your  looks,  have  hardly  reached  f  the  middle  age  of 
life ;  and  what,  do  you  pretend  to  have  feen  Abraham , 
as  a  co-temporary  with  him,  who  died  many  ages  ago? 
How  abfurd  and  prepofterous  is  this ! 

58  Our  blefled  Lord  replied,  I,  who  am  Truth  itfelf, 
afluredly  tell  you,  that,  how  young  foever  I  be,  with  re* 
lation  to  my  human  birth  5  yet  before  Abraham  was 
born,  and  before  all  worlds,  1  had  a  real  exiftcnce,  as 
the  unchangeable  t  /  who  ordered  Mcfis  to  fpeak 
of  mtf  to  your  fathers  under  that  name.  (Ex fid,  iiu  14.) 

59  Upon  this,  they  apprehending  that  be  had  not  on¬ 
ly  made  himfelf  greater  than  Abraham ,  but  had  like*- 
wife  beeu  guilty  of  the  higheft  blafphemy,  in  fpeabing 
of  himfelf  as  the  eternally  exHlent  God,  were  furioully 

ec  raged 

NOTES. 


*  K>wxx larsfr  i«  Hlf  Ttktctd  U  fit  fusee  he  could  not  he  fo  much  as  deemed  an 
in*  day*  toms  naturally,  from  the  form  of  old  man,  it  was  th«  niore  abford  ia  him  to 
exprdfion  in  the  Grtck*  to  fignify,  he  \<h>  talk  of  dGrahuns  having  feen  him. 

inly  defired  to  to  a;  and  this  prevents  .  J  This  remarkable  change  of  the  phiafr, 
the  tautology,  that  otberwife  appears  m  the  from  J  war,  to  Ism*  points  to  the  ««r- 
wurdf,  bt  rtj^ietd  and  wasgltd*  See  IMackiff*  dbI  caiftencc  of  Christ  in  his  divine  nature, 
Sacr.&af  vol  L  p.  *4*  And  though  Abraham  according  to  the  moft  literal  and  natural  eon* 
did  not  to  Chritfsday,  in  the  fame  toft  as  flmAion  of  the  words,  which  tom  to  refer 
the  Jem  faw  it,  by  his  appearing  aftuatty  in  to  what  I  take  \o  have  been  Chrift’s  own 
the  udh ;  yet  he  &w  it  by  faith  in  4ypa,  fi-  words  to  Mofis>  bccaufc  the  Father's  voice 
guw,  and  promito,  a*  particularly  in  M{1-  was  never  heard,  nor  his  appearance  ton, 
fhiztJttk)  (Gee.  %\v.  ifl.)  in  the  appearance  under  the  Old  l^eftainettt-difpeiifation,  (Sec 
of  Jehovah  to  him  in  the  plains  of  Afajnre,  the  note  on  chop,  v«  57,)  And  this  makes 
Uhtp*  xvrii*  1*)  iu  his  offering  op  of  the  nm  them  a  dtoft  snfwcr  to  the  Jew  obj*£Hon 
in  Jfiafc  toadt  and  in  the  promife,  that  in  taken  from  CbrilFs  human  age,  fhews  his 
Hi  fed  ail  tbt  bombs  e/  the  earth  fitotld  hi  excellence  above  Aprtibsrx,  and  is  the  proper 
bUjted,  {ebaf*  xxii*  1,—  iB.)  foundation  of  all  the  great  things  that  he 

+  Perhaps  the  7*i*j  frid  lUttf,  becagfr  the  had  aflericd  concerning  htmfdf  =  And  it  is 
gravity  of  our  Lord's  countenance,  together  plain  that  the  Jew  underftood  him  in  this 
with  his  tilliaioni  and  labours,  pvc  him  tofc  by  their  taking  up  tones  to  fltme  him, 
rtic  iJ'p t€t  of  a  man  of  near  fifty.  However,  ai  appeals  from  the  at*  l  verfe. 
tJu:y  tiicjuioijcd  this  inti m at e,  that 
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to  oft  at  him  * 
but  Jdus  hid 
tuffifc(f,anri  vent 
out  of  the  tern* 

g«fJ!  **»■ 
the  itiidft  of 

them,  audio  pof- 

6 d  by* 


enraged  againft  him*  and  immediately^  all  in  a  harry, 
catched  up  Hones  to  (tone  him  to  death :  Bur*  his  time 
being  not  yet  come,  he  prudently  avoided  their  rage  by  * 
concealing  himfelf  from  them  ;  and,  flipping  out  of  the 
temple  through  the  crowd,  he  made  his  efcape* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 


Did  Moftr  command  that  perfons  guflty  of  adultery  fhoutd  be  Honed  to 
death  ?  Hour  abominable  then  is  that  fut  1  Hut,  alas  3  how  unlit  arc  enemies  to 
Chrift,  and  allowm  of  tbemfcWes  in  any  iniquity,  to  flicw  a  veal  agamfr  others, 
and  condemn  them  for  theirs  !  Were  they  Jcrioufly  to  examine  therafdves*  their 
confidences  muft  foon  convince  them  of  On,  and  make  them  afraid  of  calling 
the  Grit  ftone :  And  though  judgment  is  not  fpeediiy  executed  agajnft  tranfgref 
fors,  a  time  is  coming*  when  it  fliatt;  and  when  worfe  miferics  will  come  upon 
them  than  can  be  inflicted  here;  He  who  ads  the  Saviour's  part  now,  wffl  be 
their  Judge  then,  and  they  that  reject  him  in  the  day  of  his  mercy  here,  (hall  be 
rejected  by  him  in  the  day  of  his  wrath  hereafter:  O  how  will  they  then  feet 
him  in  vain,  and  find  that  they  cannot  get  to  htsvtn  to  enjoy  him  there  £  J&pt 
bkffed  be  Cod  that  light  is  come  into  otir  world  by  Jefus  Chrift*  who  baa  given 
ns  a  clear  revelation  of  the  Father*  and  of  the  way  of  lalvation  by  the  gofpd* 
and  enlightens  dark  fouls  by  bis  Spirit :  In  an  eft  ran  gem  ent  from  him*  whatfo- 
tveT  knowledge  we  pretend  to  have  of  Qod*  we  Qiall  certainly  wander  in  the 
dark  to  our  own  eternal  perdition;  but  they  that  walk  in  his  light,  and  follow 
Us  guidance*  (hail  be  preferved  from  the  douumon  of  Gn*  and  every  dangerous 
error,  and  (ball  fafely  arrive  at  eternal  life :  He  has  laid  it*  and  (hall  he  not  per* 
form  it*  who  is  a  Divine  Ferfon,  inseparable  from  the  Father,  and  is  the  eternal 
/  am*  whofe  witnefs  concerning  himfelf  is  true*  and  of  equal  authority  with 
the  Father's ;  and  who*  la  his  mediatorial  capacity,  came  from  him*  and  is 
faithful  to  Mm,  honours  him,  and  is  honoured  by  him  ?  How  fcfely  m^y  we 
abide  by  bis  teftimony,  and  appeal  to  it*  whenever  any  queftion  may  be  moved 
concerning  him,  who  is  the  fame  that  lie  (hid  of  him  (elf  from  the  beginning ! 
But  how  infufticTent  is  all  external  evidence  to  bring  an  unregenmte  carnal  heart 
over  to  Chrift; !  And  O  what  biafobemous  contradi&iinumd  reproach  did  he  un* 
dergo  from  tinners  1  They  (hamcfully  di  {honoured  him,  bccaufe  he  honoured 
Jus  Father  And  reproved  them ;  and  they  iufulted  him*  as  if  be  were  a  madman, 
and  poflefled  with  the  devil*  while  they  tbem&lves  were  guilty  of  the  greateft. 
maduefc*  and  were  aduated  by  tbc  power  of  Satan :  But  his  innocence  was  his 
prote ffion  ;  and  with  what  mcefenefe  did  be  vindicate  himfelf*  and  confute 
them  1  What  fignifies  having  Ahraham *  or  any  other  godly  perfooa  for  our 
fathers*  if  we  are  Grangers  to  their  fpirit*  faith*  and  holiuefs  ?  And  how  mon- 
ftrous  is  the  hypocrify*  wickednefe*  and  falfehood  of  feme,  that  are  dependents 
of  religious  parents*  and  pretend  to  claim  under  them*  yea*  that  boalt  of  their 
privileges*  and  even  profefs  to  believe  in  Cbrift  himfelf  !  They  are  worldly  (while 
he  is  heavenly*  and  they  naturally  give  a  carnal  turn  to  fpiritual  things;  they 
cannot  nn derftand  or  receive  his  doctrine,  bccaufe  h  is  djredfy  contrary  to  the 
corrupt  drfpofitions  of  their  own  hearts;  they  arc  of  their  father  the  devil*  and 
hear  his  likenefa ,  as  the  father  of  Itcaandof  all  evil;  they  are  under  the  worft 
of  flavery  to  (in  and  Satan ;  they  harden  themfehca  agaiaft  convtALoDS  ‘of  their 
guilt  and  danger ;  and  if  they  believe  not  in  Chrift*  they  fhalJ  die  in  their  fine, 
and  iball  be  turned  out  of  God's  family*  who  will  difown  them  to  be  bis  chil¬ 
dren!  But  O  the  happinefi  of  true  believers !  His  word  abides  with  powerful  in¬ 
fluence  in  their  hearts ;  they  know  the  truth  as  H  is  in  Jefus ;  they  ate  of  God* 
and  bear  the  likenefe  of  their  heavenly  Father ;  they  hear  Chrifrs  words,  and 

obtain 


NOTE* 


*  Thfi  he  probably  did,  either  by  hiding  from  others,  and  Co  departed  from  the  lem- 
htmfdf  in  the  crowd  of  his  friends,  or  mi*  pie,  through  the  midfl  of  the  company,  and 
vaeuloufty  carting  a  itilft  before  bis  enemies  got  away  unhurt* 
eyes*  that  they  could  not  diftinguilh  tym 
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the  moft  excellent  freedom  from  him  ;  their  carndl  de fires  are  after  him, 
and  they  rejoice  in  the  views  that  their  faith  gives  i  hem  of  him ;  they  love  him* 
and  (hall  be  delivered  by  him  from  all  the  miferies  of  eternal  death ;  and  they  are 
the  fpiritual  feed  of  Abraham*  and  the  children  of  Cod,  who  fluJI  dv^Jl  with 
the  only  begotten  Son  in  hi*  Father’s  houfo  for  tvrr* 


m 


C  H  A  P.  IX. 

Chrifi  gives  fight  to  a  nun  who  was  horn  blind,  i, — 7,  Several  iif~ 
(ourftj  on  that  oeeafion  among  the  neighbours  tbemf elves,  end  between 
them  and  this  poor  man,  8, — 12.  Between  the  l’harifecs  and  him, 
13, — 34.  Between  Chrifi  and  him,  35, — 38.  And  between  Chrifi 
and  fime  of  the  Phariices,  39, — 41. 


Text. 

AND,  m  Jtfin 
patted  byt  he 
fiw  a  nuQ  which 
was  blind  from 
iii  birth* 

x  And  his  dif- 
ciptei  asked  him, 
faying ,  Mailer, 
who  did  fin,  this 
man,  or  his  pa¬ 
rents,  that  he  was 
born  blind 


3  jobs  an- 
fwtml,  Neither 
hath  this  man 


tfmial,  nor  hi* 
ji t rents  1  but  that 
the  works  of  Ood 

might 


PltAPHKiSE. 

*  A  FTE  R  the  foremencioned  things,  Jefus,  palling 
along  with  his  difciples,  obferved  a  poor  beggar, 
[ver,  8.)  who  was  quite  dark,  and  was  known  to  have 
been  bom  blind. 

2  And  the  difciples,  fuppoGng  that  this  afiltdion  bad 
befallen  him  as  an  extraordinary  judgment,  put  a  nice 

fort  of  queftioo  to  their  Lord  about  him«  faying,  Maf* 
ter,  for  whole  fault  was  blind nefs  from  the  birth  iofiic* 
ted  on  this  man  ?  Was  it  for  any  uncommon  fin  of  his 
own  f  j  or  for  fome  remarkable  crime  of  his  parents, 
before  he  was  born  ? 

3  Jefus,  to  put  a  check  upon  a  curious  and  cenfori- 
ous  temper,  replied },  Though  all  men  are  Goners,  and 

all  affliction  is  the'  fruit  of  fin ;  yet  the  bHndnefs  with 
which  this  man  was  bom,  was  not  for  any  particular 
fault,  that  either  be  or  bis  parents  bad  been  guilty  of, 
more  than  others :  But  it  was  ordered,  by  the  (overeign, 
wife,  and  holy  providence  of  God,  for  the  manifena* 

tion 


NOTES. 

*  The  difeomfc,  in  the  two  preceding  fome  other  place,  where  hi*  difdplo  were 
chapters,  were  at  the  feaft  of  libera*-  whh  him,  and  where  this  nia  fit  begging  \ 
dec,  fabap ,  vtf,  a.);  and  it  ferns  Cram  and  that  it  w»  on  the  fibbadi-day. 
clftP*  jl  n,  (fie  the  note  Jhete)  that  what  f  Their  qiieftton  feme  to  hare  related  to 
follow*  in.  ihi*,  and  the  neat  chapter,  wu  at  fome  perfomil  fin,  which  God  fordie  this 
the  full  of  dedication,  which  wa*  about  man  would  be  guilty  of,  or  which  he  might 
three  month*  after  the  other,  that,  bring  m  he  fuppoftd  to  have  committed,  either  in 
Stflemhr*  and  tbs  in  DHtT&tr ;  And  yet  *  the  womb,  or,  according  to  the  Pjtbaforeea 
the  bft  chapter**  ending,  and  this  beginning  notion,  jo  foroc  (late  of  pre-oofteocr,  or  in 
with  the  fime  word,  unb  the  face  of  a  fome  former  body. 

ronneftioQ  of  events,  one  of  which  imme-  |  The  plain  defign  of  Cbtift  here  b,  nothin 
diately  fnroeeded  the  other.  Then  it  is  faid,  deny  original  fin,  or  Ay  any  thing  about  it; 

be  faffed  by  t  kotui  afa  hot  only  t(>  wpW  to  fbggcfhon,  « 

faffug  h*  ™Gh  we  render,  afa  a*  hi  faffed  if  this  man,  or  his  parents,  were  guilty  of 
ijt  he  fiw  1  man,  fre*  However,  theft  fome  greater  fin  than  others*  For  tt  corid  - 
part*  of  our  EnngeJilFs  tilftory  arc  elofely  no  more  be  Aid  abfohitdy,  that  hi*  parent* 
conneffod,  though  the  fr£ts  were  not  fo  in  had  not  aftoaUy  finned.  Than  it  could,  that 
time;  and  it  ippean  from  w,  a,  ft,  14,  neither  he,  norther  were  under  the  gttUt  and 
that  the  pdfisg  by,  here  mentioned,  was  not  power  of  original  fin. 
at  thf  umptc,  *s  the  former  rat  bai  in 
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ibould  be  Aide 

manii'eA  itt  liiim 


4  I  mnfttwk 
the  works  gfliLm 
tint  tent  me  | 
white  it  Is  day  * 
the  pighi  comcth  a 

wheu  DomanCdii 
vorfcf 


tion  of  his  own  glory*  {chap.  it.  4.}  in  my  exerting  the 
divine  power  to  work  a  miraculous  cure  on  this  mifer- 
able  objeft,  and  thereby  proving  myfelf  to  be  the  Met 
Guh*  who  am  come  to  open  the  eyes  of  them  that  were 
born  both  corporally  and  fpiritually  blind. 

4  I  rouft  therefore  improve  the  prefent  opportonity 
for  giving  this  man  his  fight*  as  an  emblem  of  my 
greater  work  of  enlightening  the  minds  of  them  that 
fit  in  dartnefs*  for  which  my  Father  fern  me :  For  as 
the  day  of  man’s  life  is  the  proper  time  for  buGnefs* 
and  he  can  do  nothing  for  God*  or  the  good  of  others, 
in  the  grave*  to  which  he  is  battening  3  fo  all  the  work 
1  have  to  do*  in  my  own  perfon  on  earth*  for  the  glory 
of  my  Father,  and  the  benefit  of  mens  fouls  and  bodies* 
mult  be  done  out  of  hand*  the  time  of  my  death  com* 


S  As  tong  as 
1  am  in  the 
wnLi  I  am  the 
light  vf  the 
worki 


tf  When  he 
had  thus  rpoken 
he  fpat  on  fhe 
ground  *4  nd  m  adc 

diy  of  the  ipio 

tie,  and  he  i- 

rointetl  the  eyes 
of  the  blind 
wUi  the  c by, 

j  And  faid 

'Onto  him>  Go 

wilb  in  the  pool 
of  SiJodtn^wh'Kli 
iia  by  interpret* j 
ticiif  Soft )  He 
«n it  hu  way 
therefore  y  *nd 
waChcd,  itudcun* 

f“i  "g- 


.  S  The  nrigb* 
bmn  therefore, 
they  which 
before  had  feen 
him,  that  he  vp 
bliuil,  fasd,  Is 

net 


iilg  on  apace, 

j  Accordingly*  during  my  fhort  abode  in  this  lower 
world,  I  not  only  cure  them  that  are  corporally  blind* 
but  am  rifen  upon  it*  as  the  Sun  of  righieoufncfs,  to 
communicate  the  light  of  truth*  grace*  and  comfort  to 
the  fouls  of  its  inhabitants*  in  healing  beams  for  fpiri- 
tual  fight. 

6  Then  the  blefied  Saviour  proceeded  to  prevent  this 
poor  man  with  the  blrflings  of  his  goodnefs :  And  as 
he  could  work  by  contrary  means,  as  well  as  without 
any*  and  could  exert  the  fame  Almighty  power*  which 
at  firft  formed  the  body  ef  man  out  of  the  duft  tf  the 
ground^  { Gen .  ii.  7.)  he  fpat  on  the  earth*  and  making 
a  kind  of  fo  ft  cby,  by  a  mixture  of  duft  and  fpittle, 
fprepd  it  ou  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man. 

7  And,  having  done  this*  he  ordered  him  to  go  and 

walk  («<r  at  the  pool  of  SUoamt  (fee  the 

note  on  xiii.  4.)  which  was  a  figure  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Judah *  and  of  Chritt  their  King*  (ffit.  viii.  6.) 
and  which  in  the  Hebrew  language  fignifies  Sent)  and 
fo  pointed  to  the  Mefiiah*  whom  God  would  fend ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  blind  man*  in  dependence  upon  Chritt’s 
power*  and  ip  obedience  tp  bis  command*  went  and 
wafhed  his  eyes  *  with  thofe  waters,  and  immediately 
Came  away  feeing,  like  other  men. 

8  In  the  mean  time  Jefus  withdrew;  and  at  the  man's 
returning  with  his  eye-fight*  his  neighbours*  that  had 
long  been  acquainted  with  him*  and  others  that  bad  be¬ 
fore  feen  and  obferved  him  to  be  (lone-blind*  were  a- 
piazed  at  the  fadd^n  alteration  made  upon  him \  and 

talked 


NOTE. 

*  It  is  highly  pnhiUr,  that  be  did  not  go  its  water,  his  dlknper  being  only  in  ibcm  j 
Into  the  pool,  hut  only  wafted  bii  eyes  with  and  Co  the  prep  option  wf,  here  lignife  si* 


Ctu  ii, 

not  tbit  fat  that 
Li  and  begged  i 


P  Some  fild* 
This  is  be  :  o- 
thecs  /«i,  He  is 
like  bin :  t?t 
be  laid,  1  in  bt* 


The  Evangel#  John  paraphrafed. 


377 


r»  There fiwc 
fitd  they  unto 
him  *  How  were 
thine  eye*  open¬ 
ed? 


si  Hetflfeer* 
ed  and  faid,  A 
that  is  oil¬ 
ed  Jefiw  made 
cUy,  and  anoint¬ 
ed  mint  eyes, and 
faki  no  to  me, 
Co  to  the  pool 
of  Siknm*  and 
watfti:  and! wait 
uid  wiilied,  and 
J-nceivtd  fight, 
n  Then  £ud 

they  unto  him, 
Where  U  he  ?  He 
liud>  1  know  not, 

t )  They  broup  lit 
to  the  Phirilee* 
bin  that  afore* 

time  was  bland. 


14  And  it  w 

the.  _I#b  bath -day 
when  Jdu<  made 
the  day,  and 
opened  bis  eyu. 


If  Then  again 
the  Phariicc*  alio 

ajhd 


talked  one  to  another  in  a  different  manner  about  him : 
Some,  not  knowing  wbat  to  think,  laid,  by  way  of  is* 
quiry,  Is  not  this  the  blind  beggar,  who  ufed  to  fit  here? 

9  Others  faid  poGtively,  This  is  the  very  fame  man : 
Others,  unwilling  to  believe  the  miracle,  faid,  He  is 
indeed  exceedingly  like  him j  but  one  perfon  may  be 
like  another,  and  finely  it  is  impoffible  that  this  can  be 
be,  Gnce  there  is  no  Inch  thing  as  a  man’s  being  brought 
to  bis  light,  all  on  a  fudden,  who  was  born  blind ;  Bat 
the  man  -himfelf,  bearing  their  debates  about  him,  de¬ 
clared  to  them  all,  for  the  honour  of  his  great  benefac¬ 
tor,  I  really  am  (he  perfon,  who  was  bom  blind,  and 
ufed  to  beg  for  my  livelihood. 

10  (Jpolt  this  they  began  to  examine  bim  dofely, 
faying.  If  you  are  tbe  man  we  mean,  how  comes  it  to 
pals  that  you,  who  was  always  blind  from  your  birth  to 
this  day,  Ihould  now  fee  fo  perfectly,  all  at  once?  By 
what  means  was  this  done  i 

1 1  He  replied,  A  certain  perfon,  named  ]di»,  came 
up  to  me,  as  I  fat  begging,  and,  taking  pity  on  me, 
made  a. fort  of  foft  clay,  which  he  applied  to  mine  eyes, 
and  then  ordered  me  to  go  and  wafli  it  off  at  die  pool 
of  Si  loam  i  Accordingly  I  obeyed  his  command,  hoping 
that  it  might  have  fame  good  effect,  and  immediately 
found,  to  my  joyful  fuiprife,  that  I  could  foe. 

1 2  Then  fame  of  the  company  afked  *,  'Where  is 
the  man  who  did  this?  Let  us  know,  that  we  may  go 
and  take  the  account  from  him.  To  which  be  anfwcr- 
ed,  1  really  cannot  tell ; •  for  i  never  faw  bim,  he  being 
gone  before  I  returned  with  my  eye- fight,  and  1  have 
not  heard  of  him  ffince. 

13  Some  of  them  being  enraged,  in  (lead  of  rejoicing 
at  the  mercy  (hewn  to  him,  who  had  been  blind,  brought 
him  before  the  council,  in  which  were  many  Pharifeut 
that,  if  poffible,  the  miracle  might  be  di  (proved  which 
had  been  wrought  upon  him. 

14  And  they  were  the  rather  induced  to  do  this,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  on  tbe  fabbath  that  Jefus  made  ‘the  clay 
and  cured  the  beggar  of  bis  blindncfs,  which  they  fo- 
perftitioufly  thought  was  a  fervile  work,  and  a  profa¬ 
nation  of  that  holy  day,  and  which  they  knew  would 
incenfe  the  Phanfett  againft  bim, 

15  As  foon  as  the  man  came  before  the  council,  the 
Pbarifees  jlfo  hoping  that  by  their  faperior  wifdom 
they  might  catch  fometbing  from  him  to  render  the 

whole 


n  o 

*  They  eflwd  tbfe,  either  out  of  cmiotiry, 
Jo  lee  the  woncfcrlul  perfon  who  had  wrought 
(ufh  a  matchiefs  miracle  j  or  opt  of  cijry  tnj 


T  K. 

>H— will  again  ft  him,  for  dobg  It  on  the  fib- 
bath-day,  (wr,  14-);  or  cut  of  carueft  <Ie* 
fire  to  be  tbfmiclTO  acquainted  with  hici. 
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Cfa.  ix. 


uked  bioi  how 
he  bed  received 
hit  fight.  He 
fiud  ui(o  them* 
He  pot  clay  up¬ 
on  mine  eye% 
mJ  1  walked, 

<fo  ice. 


*6  Therefore 
Cud  .^me  of  ihe 
FfuriTccs,  Tbit 
man  if  itDCofGod* 
beeanfr  he  keep- 
cth  iKt  the  lab* 
bath-day.  Other* 
faidf  How  cart  a 
man  that  is  a  fin* 
Her  do  fuch  mira¬ 
cles  ?  uiil.  there 
wat  a  diyitiou  a- 
mug  them. 


whole  affair  fu/p  ideas,  or  to  pot  lome  flor  upon  it,  aik- 
ed  him,  How,  or  by  what  means;  he  came  to  bis  fight? 

The  man  bonefUy  replied  as  before,  Jefus  came  up  to 
me,  and,  taking  pity  on  me,  fpread  a  certain  clay  upon 
mine  eyes,  and  then  ordered  me  to  go  and  wafh  them 
with  the  water  of  Si  loam  which  I  accordingly  did ;  and 
immediately  thereupon,  to  my  great  furprife  and  joy, 
I  could  fee  every  thing  about  me  as  I  now  do. 

16  The  Pharisees  being  dunned  at  this  anfwer,  Tome 
of  them,  that  were  mod  inveterate  in  their  enmity  to 
jefus,  faid.  Whether  this  account  of  the  matter  be 
true  or  not,  it  is  certain  that  he,  who  is  fpoken  of  as 
working  the  cure,  cannot  be  a  holy  man,  approved  and 
feat  of  God,  becanfe  he  makes  no  confcience  of  ob- 
ferving  the  fabbatb,  as  appears  by  his  doing  tbefe  un« 
lawful  works  on  that  day :  But  others  of  them  who  were 
not  fo  ralh  in  their  temper,  faid,  If  we  allow  that  jefus 
wrought  this  wonderful  cure,  though  it  were  on  the 
fabbath'day,  we  lhall  never  overthrow  his  authority  a* 
mong  the  people :  For  it  will  be  faid,  with  a  great  deal 
of  reafoti,  How  is  it  polfible  that  any  wicked  man,  who 
is  difap proved  of  God, fhould  perform  any  miracles,  fo 
great  and  merciful  as  this  ?  Let  us  therefore  more  tho¬ 
roughly  examine  the 'fad  itfelf,  and  fee  whether  there 
be  no  fraud  in  it ;  And  fo  they  were  divided  in  their 
own  judgment  and  debates  about  this  affair. 

17  Hereupon  fome  of.  the  counfel  faid  to  the  man 
that  had  been  blind.  What  is  your  opinion  of  this  per- 
Con,  fince,  as  you  tell  us,  he  has  given  you  the  rife  of 
your  eyes  ?  Did  he  really  do  jt  ?  If  he  did,  what  are  your 
thoughts  about  him*?  The  man  replied,  From  what 
experience  I  have  had,  and  from  the  belt  judgment  { 
am  able  to  form  upon  it,  I  cannot  but  coneludethat  he 
is,  at  lealt,  a  holy  prophet  font  from  God. 

18  But  lome  of  thefe  rulers  of  tbe  Jean  finding 
that'  the  man  fpoke  Co  much  like  a  friend  of  Cbrift, 
would  not  believe  that  he  was  born  blind,  or  had  really 
received  any  cure  from  him,  till  they  Cent  for  his  father 
and  mother,  that  they  might  ay  what  they  could  learn 
from  them  about  him. 

19  And  when  his  parents  appeared  before  them, 
they  ftr&ly  examined  them,  laying,  Let  us  hear  what 

ye 

T  B. 

they  mty  be  confideied  u  two  qucftbns* 
thus,  Whet  furcft  thou  of  turn  ?  Daft  thou 
67  that  he  Bai  opened  thine  eye*?  end 
therefore  I  hare  taken  both  fenfa  into  the 
Panphrift.  : 


17  They  f*y 
onto  the  btiud 

lOU  agairit'WiiaE 
tiycfl  thou  of 
him,  that  he 
hath  opened 
thine  eyes  >  He 
&U,  lie  i*  a  jno- 
jibtt. 

18  But  the 
Jew*'  did  not  he- 
fiew  cnnrtniing 
him*  that  he  hid 
been  blind,  and 
received  his  Ggfot 
until  they  railed 
the  parents  of 
him  tltar  hod  re¬ 
ceived  his  fight, 

*9  And  they 

asked  them,  fa y* 

i"£a 

H  O 

*  Thefe  words  may  he  taken  other  as  a 
fingtc  quefikm  thus.  What  fayeft  thou  of 
trim,  (icing  chat  he  h>*  opened  thine  eye*? 
mid  lb  they  may  be  CDufidcrcd  a*  the 
titrt*  of  fome  that  had  favourable  thoughts  of 

OhrlUj  and  took  Lite  faQ  for  gamed :  Or 


Cfa.  ix. 

iQgf  Is  this  your 
fou,  who  yc 
was  bom  blind ! 
how  then  doth 
ho  dow  Cot  f 


j«  Hit  parent* 
anl'wctcd  them, 
fikl  t  We 

know  chat  this  is 
urn  fonf  and  Hut 
he  w*s  Uim 
blind ; 

ii  But  bj  whit 
mean*  be  now 
fircih,  we  know 
not;  or  who  bath 
opeotd  his  ryes, 
we  know  nor:  Ire 
u  of  age;  vk 

him  ‘  he  Audi 
fpeak  for  bimidf. 

nThde  words 
fpakt  hit  parent*, 
beciofc  they  fcu> 
ed  the  Jews :  for 
the  Jew*  had  »- 
flrrtd  already, 
Diot  if  any  man 
did  canfeu  thar 
he  was  Ghriflt  lie 
JhooLd  be  pox  oat 
of  ihc  fypagpgae* 


i;  Therefor? 

laid  hn  parent*. 
He  h  of  age j  ask 
him. 


i-4  Then  again 
tailed  they  the 
man  that  was 
blind ,  end  faid 
muo  -him,  Grre 
God  tbc  praifo; 
we  knew  that 
jhii  nun  U  a  fiu- 
per- 


i  j  Ve  aniwer* 
ed  and  faid.  Whe¬ 
ther  he  be  a  fin¬ 
er  a*,  I  know 

pot; 


Tht  SvMgeE/i  John  parapbraftd*  379 

ye  can  tell  os  about  this  poor  man  ?  Do  ye  aver  that 

this  is  your  fan,  who,  it  feems,  ye  pretend  was  born 
blind  ?  If  ye  are  lure  that  this  is  be,  we  afle  you,  How 
came  he  to  have  his  fight  now  i  or  by  what  means  did 

he  obtain  it  ? 

70.  His  parents,  being  poor  and  timorous,  replied 
with  great  caution,  Wc  cannot  but  befure  that  this  is 
our  own  fan,  and  have  known  to  our  forrow,  chat  he 
was  ftone- blind  from  his  birth  til)  this  time. 

at  But  bow,  or  by  whole  operation,  be  now  is 

brought  to  his  light  is  as  ftrange  to  us  as  it  can  be  to 

you  j  we  being  abfent  when  it  was  done :  He  is  belt 
able  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  things  himliel/,  and  is 
of  competent  years  and  underftandtng  to  do  it :  Be 
pleaded  therefore  to  inquire  of  him }  no  doubt  but  be 
will  give  you  full  fat  is  daft  ion. 

22  His  parents,  inltead  of  having  the  gratitude 
and  courage  to  owu  what  they  knew  of  the  enre,  Unit¬ 
ed  it  ofF  in  this  manner,  becanfe  they  were  finfully  a- 

fraid  of  incurring  the  difpleafure  of  the  court:  For  they 
had  heard  that  the  Jrwijb  fiuihedrim  had  already  ihewn 
fuch  a  malicious  fpirit  a  gain  ft  Jefus,  as  to  pals  a  -  law, 
that  whoever  Ihould  own  him  to  be  the  Mefliah,  Ihould 
be  forbid  entrance  into  the  frnagogue,  and  be  exclu¬ 
ded,  as  au  apoftatt,  from  all  the  liberties  and  privileges 
of  the  church  and  commonwealth  of  I/ratl.  (See  the 
note  on  vtr .  34-) 

33  The  man's  parents,  therefore,  fearing  that,  if  they 
declared  their  own  thoughts  about  Ch rift’s  having  heal¬ 
ed  him,  it  might  be  conftrued  as  an  intimation,  that 
they  believed  him  to  be  the  Mefliah,  turned  off  the  an- 
Tver  from  themfelves  to  their  fon.  Ikying,  He  is  old  c- 
nough  to  fpeak  for  hlmlelf ;  pleafe  to  take  the  account 
from  his  own  mouth. 

34  Then  the  council,  finding  that  they  could  get 
nothing  out  of  his  father  and  mother,  to  difprove  the 
miracle,  applied  again  to  the  man  who  had  been  blind, 
faying,  If  you  really  was  perfectly  dark  from  your  birth, 
and  have  been  brought  to  your  light  in  the  manner  you 

fpeak  of,  it  is  a  wonderful  work  of  God,  and  you 
ought  to  give  him  the  entire  glory  of  it,  and  not  think 
that  Jefus  contributed  any  thing  toward  it :  For  we  are 
fure  that  he  is  a  wicked  man,  for  having  done,  and  or¬ 
dered  you  to  do  fuch  things  on  the  fabbath-day,  as  are 
a  downright  profanation  of  it.  (vtr,  16.)  ■ 

35  The  mao  replied,  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  de¬ 
termine  about  his  being  a  wicked  man,  or  not,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  having,  as  ye  fay,  broke  the  law  of  the 

labbath 


Tie  Evangefifl  John  paraphrafed,  Ch.  ix* 


not:  one  thing  1 
know  ,  that  , 
vhcrot  I  was 
Mind,  dow  I  fee. 


iff  Then  find 


rtwy  to  him  *- 


Opened  he  thine 


f 


17  HcanfWrr* 

td  them,  I  luve 
told  fun  alrtidy, 
and  ye  did  not 
hear :  wherefore 
maid  yc  hear  it 
again  wilt  ye  aJ- 

4b  be  his di triples* 


iS  Then  they 
ipiih-d  him,  and 
6id,  .  Thou  an 
biftdifriple:  hit 
we  arc  Mulct* 
diftiples. 


ip  We  know 
that  God  fpate 

utito  MoJci :  at 

for  this  fdlow, 
«c  know  doc 


fabbath  ;  if  he  be  »  tranfgrcflor,  I  do  not  know  it*  : 
But  this  one  thing  I  am  very  litre  of,  that  whereas  I 
was  quite  blind  aU  along  from  my  birth  before,  I  now 
clearly  fee. 

1 6  Then  the  council  being  at. a  lofc  whac  to  fay  a- 
gainft  the  miracle,  and  yet  refolved  not  to  own  it,  re* 
examined  the  man,  in  hopes  that,  through  furprize  and 
fear,  be  might  feme  way  or  other  fruiter  in  bis  evidence ; 
Therefore  they  laid  to  him.  Let  us  hear  your  tehearfe 
over  again  what  Jefosdid  to  you,  and  in  what  manner 
you  received  your  fight. 

27  The  man  perceiving  their  obftiiute  and  unreason¬ 
able  prejudices,  and  that  they  only  wanted  to  baffle  him, 
anfwered  them,  I  have  already  told  yon  the  whole  of 
the  cafe,  as  pun&nally  as  I  was  able,  and  ye  would  not 
be  convinced  or  fattened :  To  what  purpofc  Ihould  I  re¬ 
peat  the  fame  things  over  again  ?  What,  Sirs,  have  ye 

at  length  a  mind  to  become  his  difciples  ?  If  fo,  I  would 
gladly  tell  yon  the  delightful  (lory,  as  often  as  ve  pleafc$ 
but  it  n  ot,  Why  Ihould  ye  deli  re  to  hear  any  more  of  it  ? 

23  Then  the  council,  being  highly  provoked  at  thefe 
laft  words,  broke  out  into  a  pa  (Eon,  and  began  to  fall 
foul  upon  him,  faying,  in  a  contemptuous  aud  taunt¬ 
ing  manner.  We  his  difciples !  No,  we  fcorn  your 
words :  You  indeed,  as  we  fufpe&ed  all  along  from 
your  management,  are  one  of  this  mao*s  difciples;  and 
none  but  fuch  forry  wretches,  as  yourfelf,  would  ever 
own  him ;  but  we,  whom  you  ought  to  receive  as  your 
guides  in  re  fig  ion,  and  to  treat"  with  more  reverence 
and  refpeft,  than  to  give  us  fuch  a  faucy  anfwer,  are 
the  faithful  difciples  of  Mufti t  ttedfaftly  adhering  to  the 
dodrioes  of  that  great  man  of  God,  and  famous  law* 
giver  of  lfraeU 

29  We  are  well  allured,  by  undoubted  teftimonies, 
that  God  himfelf  fpake  to  Mofcs  face  to  face,  and  by 
him  delivered  the  law  to  us :  But  as  for  this  obfcuie, 
worth  ids  fellow,  (as  they  impioufly  called  our  hltffcd 
Lord)  whom  you  are  fo  fond  of,  and  hy  whofe  deceits 
you  are  fo  eaGly  impofed  upon,  none  knows  f  who  or 

what 


MOTES. 

*  Thus  the  words  may  he  rendered,  (n  that,  right  or  wrong,  his  enemies  nibbed 
GfLXflax&  tut  Qtixj  If  he  is  a  tinner  I  to  ran  him  down,  ind,  without  any  Rraplc, 
do  dot  know  it;  thereby  inti  anting  that  h t  would  talk  contradiAion*  to  ferve  a  turn, 
had.  other  thoughts  of  him.  lodal&mor  deny  the  fame  ihine,  or  any 

f  The  people  M  4  link  before  objetied  thiDg,  rather  than  not  oppok  him.  But  the 
agaijtffc  JciWf  faeiog  the  Mcflwh,  becanfe*  truth  if,  they  all  did,  or  cafify  might  know 
fitl  they,  We  *mmr  tti r  mart  wheaec  bets;  but  his  hinti*n  original  ;  and  thcunfearcmWenrf* 
Wflg  Cbrij*  comes*  m  than  kwnis  whence  he  of  hwr  generation  a$  a  Divine  Pcrfon,  whuff 
is*  {(bap.  irn,  17,  Tee  ihe  note  ihcte.)  Aod  goings  forth  were  ♦/  from  OTterLrfinj*  was 
here  fi*e  beeaufe  to  far  from  being  an  argument  agunCL  that  it 

fcj  they,  wcktt&v  xtffnm  vtUnct  hi  U:  So  wasaAarguracmforhisDeing  theuue  Mefialh 


.  Ch.  ix, 


from  whence  he 
if* 


30  The  man 
an  fared  andfaid 
ujicodtciDt  Whyt 
hemn  tf  a  mn* 
vdloDStbin^thit 
ye  know  not 
from  whence  he 

island  jet  lie  hath 
fpeied  mine 
cyeft* 

31  Na>w  we 
kn^w  that  God 
heareth  not  fin* 
nm;  but  if  any 
man  bciwoi'ihip- 
per  of  God,  and 
doth  hiswUlj  Kim 
he  hcaieth. 


3t  Since  tlw 
world  began  was 
it  not  heard  that 
any  man  opened 
the  eycf  of  one 
that  was  boru 
blind. 


33  lfrhb  man 
were  hoc:  of  God 
he  amid  do  no* 
thing* 


34  They  an* 
fwered  and  Ikul 
unto  him,  Tito u 
waft  iLtogeihor 
boru  io  fio* »  and 

doit 
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what  he  is,  or  from  whom  he  received  hit  pretended 
authority. 

30  The  man  replied,  Why,  Sin,  it  is  a  Curprizing 
thing,  that  per  £ons  of  your  learning  and  fagacity  ihould 
know  nothing  of  his  original  and  authority,  and  yet  that 
he  Ihould  lb  miraculously. give  me  fight,  who  was  born 
blind:  Tis  really  amazing  to  me,  that  ye  Ihould  count 
him  a  contemptible  ill  man,  or  Ihould  fuppofe  that  he 
has  no  authority  from  God, 

31  For  we  all,  and  cfpecially  ye  our  rulers  and  teach¬ 
ers,  are  well  allured,  that  God  thews  no  peculiar  favour 
to  wicked  men,  and  wilt  not  hear  their  prayers,  while 
they  carry  on  bafe  defigns  agatnft  him ;  much  lefs  wilt 
he  own  importers  by  giving  them  a  power  of  working 
any  miracles  in  confirmation  of  their  doctrine :  But  if 
any  man  be  a  faithful  fervant  of  God,  doing  the  things 
which  are  p leafing  in  bis  light,  we  juftly  conclude  that 
he  will  hear  and  honour  him  ;  and  God's  enabling  a 
perfon  to  perform  the  greateft  of  miracles,  as  the  pro- 
fefled  credentials  of  his  com  million,  has  always  been 
accounted  an  attention  from  heaven;  that  he  is  a  holy 
man,  and  a  prophet  of  the  Lord. 

32  Now  it  is  a  wonderful  miracle  which  Jefus  has 
wrought  upon  me;  and  after  all  the  inquiries  I  have 
been  able  to  make,  I  could  never  hear,  that  any  pbyfi- 
ctan,  hy  human  art,  or  that  Mofes  himCelf,  or  any  other 
of  the  prophets,  by  fupernatural  operation,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  world  to  this  day,  ever  gave  fight  to 
one  wbo  was  born  blind,  and  continued  perfectly  dark 
till  he  arrived  to  man's  eftate. 

33  If  therefore  Jefus  were  not  a  holy  man,  and  a 
prophet  fent  from  God,  and  owned  by  him,  he  could 
never  have  done  any  miraculous  work,  much  Ids  one 
fo  extraordinary,  matchlefs  and  merciful  as  this,  in 
confirmation  of  his  doftrine  and  authority:  And,  ,as 
far  as  I  fee,  we  mult  deny  the  divine  comtniffion  of  ail 
the  prophets  that  went  before  him,  if  we  difown  his. 

34  The  proud  Phartfas^  not  being  able  to  refute  the 
man's  ciofe  and  pointed  reafbmng,  nor  to  hear  that 
fuch  an  one  as  he  Ihould  prefume  in  this  manner  to  argue 
again  ft  them,  loft  all  patience,  ami  anfwercd  him  with 
bitter  reproaches,  and  in  a  hulf,  faying,  You  are  a  fil¬ 
ly,  rude,  and  bafe  FeHow,  who  have  indeed  had  an  un¬ 
commonly  blind  and  vicious  foul  from  your  birth  ;  and, 
if  what  you  (ay  of  yourfelf  be  true,  your  coming  into 
the  world  corporally  blind,  and  ever  Cnee  ft  rolling  a** 
bout  with  iopfe  and  wicked  beggars,  has  been  a  plain 
figu  and  punilhmcut  of  it.  And  what !  do  you  po  a- 

bout 

■ 
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Ch.it. 


daft 

> 


tbeo  leach 
And  they 
caft  him  our* 


3f~Jdfc  heard 
that  they  had 
cart  him  out : 
and,  when  he 
had  found  him, 
he  Aid  nolo  him. 
Dolt  ihuu  believe 
011  the  Sod  of 
Cod? 

34  He  an  Twer* 
cd  and  laid.  Who 
it- he.  Lord*  rbac 
1  might  believe 
od  him  ? 

jy  And  Teftw 
laid  unto  him, 
Tliou  haft  both 
ften  him,  and  it 
is  he  th^t  talketh 
with  thee. 


38  And  he  laid. 
Lord,  1  believe. 
And  he  worihip* 
ped  him. 


39  And  Jefbs 
laid,  For  judf* 
merit  I  am  ecttve 
into  this  world ; 

ifcui 


bout  to  difpute  wrtb  and  iaftraft  a?,  who  are  the  guide* 
and  rulers  of  the  church,  and  the  chief  men  of  the 
day  for  wifdom,  fao&ity,  and  authority  ?  And  basing 
thus  infulted  and  resiled  him,  they  srent  even  beyond 
the  fevere  law  which  they  had  lately  made  againft  own¬ 
ing  Jefui  to  be  the  Chrift,  [ytr,  22.)  and  *  excommuni¬ 
cated  this  man  only  for  pleading  that  be  was  a  prophet. 

35  Out  Lord,  hearing  that  they  had  call  the  poor 
man  out  of  the  fynagogue  for  his  lake,  took  the  firlt  op¬ 
portunity  of  reeking  after  him,  (thereby  (hewing  how 
forward  he  is  to  own  and  encourage  them  that  Hand  up 
for  him)  and  meeting  with  him,  laid,  Do  you  beliese 
in  the  promifed  Meffiah,  who  is  the  Son  of  God  ? 

3 6  The  man,  glad  to  hear  of  the  Mefliah,  replied 
with  great  earneltnds,  Sir,  I  do  verily  beliese  that  he 
will  foon  appear)  and  if  he  he  already  come,  pray* tell 
me  which  is  he,  and  wher&I  may  find  him,  that  l  may 
fix  my  faith  on  him,  and  may  be  one  of  his  difeiptes. 

37  Then  Jcfus  manifefted  himfelf  to  him  as  he 
did  not  to  the  world,  faying.  He  is  nearer  to  you  than 
you  are  aware  of ;  you  have  already  experienced  his 
great  power  and  goodnefs,  in  opening  the  eyes  of  your 
body,  and  of  your  mind  too;  it  is  he,  whom  you 
now  have  feen,  and  who  is  converfmg  with  you. 

.  38  Hereupon  the  poor  man  cried,  in  a  rapture  of 
joy,  Lord,  I  do  heartily  beliese,  that  thou  art  indeed 
the  Son  of  God,  and  the  only  Saviour  of  Ifrael,  who 
art  come  toopen  the  eyes  of  the  hlind,  and  to  give 
light  to  them  that  lit  in  darknels :  And  immediately, 
in  teftimony  of  his  faith,  he  fell  down  before  him, 
and  paid  divine  adoration  to  him,  as  his  Lord  and  Sa¬ 
viour. 

39  And  Jcfus,  according  to  his  cuftom  of  improving 
prefent  occurrences,  faid,  I  am  come  into  the  world  to 
eftablilh  a  rule  of  judgment,  to  alter  the  Hate  of  the 
church,  to  try  men's  fpirits,  and  by  diltinguilhing 
grace  to  feparate  the  precious  from  the  vile :  1  am  come, 
in  the  adminiliratiou  of  my  kingdom,  to  open  not  on¬ 
ly  men's  bodily  eyes,  but  hkewife  the  eyes  of  their  un¬ 
demanding,  who  are  really  ignorant  of  the  way  of  fal- 
vation,  and  defirous  to  be  taught  it :  And  1  am  come, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  prove  them  to  be  fpiritually  blind, 

and 


N  O 

fT*  Cafiag  «/  if  totfaag  Qgary  Certified  c&- 
coouDun fcwtlon,  wbicn  was  principally  of 
two  Jom  among  the  One  the  left, 

called  which  fepmtcd  the  party 

from  tbc  congregation  end  fed  tty  of  If  rad 
totar  cubits,  for  thirty  days.  The  other* 
ci Elcd  Cfrrfw,  was  the  greater,  which  c&- 


T  E, 

eluded  from  soy  entrance  into  the  fynegogue, 
and  from  all  religious  and  dvil  privilege*  k. 
the  church  and  common  wealth  of  IjratU 
¥idw  Sttd,  dt  Lib.  I*  cap  *i!.  And 

when  it  is  ftla  of  this  man,  t£tCata* 

they  caft  #rm  c.vf,  itfeems  as  If  it  wert  by 
the  greater  exccicmunintious 


Cb.  xi. 


_  L 

The  EvangeKjl  Jorh  parapbrafed. 


that  they  which 
fee  oot  mt^ht 
ftt;  nndthtuhey 
which  fac,  might 
be  made  blind. 


4a  And 
cf  the  fhui  fett 
which  were  with 
him  heard  thefc 
vods,  and  fiid 

onto  him.  Ate  we 
bUnd  aUb  i 


41  Jefus  faid 
unto  them,  If 
ye  were  blind  y* 
ihooid  hare  no 
fra  ;  but  bow  ye 
far,  We  fee ; 
therefore  your  fin 
jemainetti. 


and  to  feal  tkm  up  under  their  own  fttifridity  and  per- 
verfenefs,  who  pretend  to  be  wife  enough  already,  ^nd 
therefore  obftinately  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  light  of 
my  word:  Meaning)  that  thus  it  would  be  with  rcfpe£t 
to  particular  perions,  Pbartfees  and  others,  and  with 
reipe£t  to  the  nations  of  Gentiles  and  Jews, 

40  Then  fame  of  the  Pbarijeest  that  were  prefent 
and  heard  this,  taking  it  as  deGgned  particularly  a- 
gainft  themfekes,  and  as  a  grofs  affront  and  reflexion 
upon  them,  faid  to  him,  in  a  way  of  difdain.  What, 
dare  you  fuggeft  that  we,  who  are  guides  to  the  blind, 
and  whofe  lips  prelerve  knowledge,  are  as  ftupidly  ig~ 
norant  as  the  common  people  that  know  not  the  law  ? 

41  Our  Lord  replied,  If  ye  really  were  as  ignorant, 
and  as  fenfible  of  it,  as  many  of  them  are,  ye  wo  aid, 
comparatively  fpcaking,  have  no  fin,  or  at  lead  none  fo 
heinous,  as  ye  now  have  in  defpifing  me ;  and  ye  would 
be  in  a  hopeful  way  of  deliverance  from  all  your  fins, 
through  faith  in  me :  But  while  ye  are  fo  felf-concdted, 
as  to  imagine  that  ye  know  enough  already,  and  need 
no  further  inftru&ion,  and  fi>  reject  me,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  that  I  have  laid  and  done  among  you,  your,  fin 
is  attended  with  the  high  eft  aggravations,  and  ye  re¬ 
main  under  its  guilt  and  power,  without  any  likelihood 
of  its  ever  being  removed. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


Iging  enriofity  about  God’s  dil^orfatioiis 
becaufe  of  tbc  afflictions  that  beta!  them  i 


W  r  _  _  —  —  -  - 

Though  they  a refio cm  in  common  with  all  mankind*  they  may  be  under  no 
peculiar  aggravated  guilt*  more  than  others :  But  God  is  righteous  in  his  xnoft 
awful  proceedings,  and  will  turn  them way  or  other  to  his  owd  glory.  And 
O  how  wonderful  is  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift  toward  the  unworthy  and 
the  diftrefled  i  He  prevents  them  w£b  the  riche*  of  his  goojjnefs,  and  can  aftly 
work  frlvation  for  them  in  whatfi>CTCT  way  he  pleafes ;  but  they  are  to  obferve 
his  own  appointments  for  it,  in  obedience  to  ms  authority,  and  in  faith  and  hope 
of  his  making  them  effedual,  whether  they  can  fee  the  reafons  of  his  order*, 
and  their  likelihood  to  anfwer  their  end,  or  not.  What  bkfftil  experience  wilt 
he  give  fuch  fouls  of  his  power  and  mercy  I  He  wilt  enable  them  to  think  and 
fpcak  honourably  of  him,  till  at  length  be  will  plainly  di (cover  himfdf  to  them, 
and  they  (ball  be  brought  to  adore  arid  worflrip  him;  and  if  they  are  caft  oot  of 
the  fevour  of  men  for  his  lake,  he  will  take  them  into  his  fperial  car e,  and  deal 
the  more  kindly  with  them.  Happy  fouls,  who  were  once  blind,  but  now  fee  f 
How  ready  fliould  they  be  to  own  their  former  deplorable  circumftances,  and 
the  wonderful  change  which  Chrift  has  made  upon  them  !  How  frould  they  re¬ 
joice  in  it,  and  abide  by  tbeir^  tdlimony  to  him,  ^  w hatfoerer  oppofition 
and  contempt  others  may  frew  in  diluting  again  ft  it!  He  will  own  acd 
honour  their  words  to  the  confufion  of  bis  enemies;  and  they  thcmftlra  may 
tkope  to  be  (kill  further  acquainted  with  him.  Bur  they  who,  like  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  the  blind  man,  are  afraid  and  fry  of  ovniiog  what  they  believe  con- 
cerniu^  Chrift,  have  do  room  to  think  that  he  will  own  them*  And  O  how 
liicxculabk  and  dreadful  is  their  condition,  whofe  hearts  are  f  iled  w:tb  en¬ 
mity 
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mlty  againft  him,  notwithstanding  the  platneft  tefti monies  that  are  given  to 
him,  and  w^o,  under  pretence  of  (acred  zeal  for  fupcrftitipua  ritee,  and  of 
giving  all  glory  to  God,  upbraid  the  hleflcd  Saviour  himfelf !  Though  they 
may  be  (ilenced,  they  are  never  fatisfied :  And  the  higher  evidence  they  re* 
ceive,  the  more  they  are  Engaged :  What  can  be  expected,  but  that  they 
fhould  be  delivered  up  by  the  righteous  God  to  judicial  Mindntfs?  And  the 
higher  opinion  they  have  of  their  own  underftandiD^s,  the  greater  is  their 
guilt,  and  thetr  danger  of  never  being  enlightened  in  the  things  that  belong 
to  thdr  cverlafting  peace.  But  what  encouraging  ground  of  hope  is  there 
for  thole,  that  are  truly  fenfible  of  their  own  ignorance,  and  need  of  ia- 
firuflion  1  Jcfus,  according  to  ancient  prophecies  of  the  Mefliah,  is  come  to 
open  their  blind  eyes,  and  to  give  them  the  knowledge  of  hfrn&lf:  And 
they,  being  enlightened^  by  him,  Should,  after  his  example,  be  working  for 
God,  while  their  capacities,  opportunities,  and  live#  arc  continued,  doing  all 
that  in  them  lyes  for  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  others,  before  the  night  of 
death  comes,  which  will  put  an  end  to  all  their  frrricte,  u  well  as  Fuller* 
logs  in  this  world;  and  then  the  places  that  know  them  now,  (hail  know 
them  no  more. 


^  ,  mwfig 


CHAP.  X. 

Cbrifi  the  door  and  the  Jbepberd  of  the  Jbtep,  i, — 18. .  Different  opi¬ 
nions  tf  the  people  concerning  him*  19, — 1 t.  His  difputes  with  the 
Jews  about  bit  being  the  Chrifi ,  and  equal  with  Codt  22, — 38.  His 
efeaping  their  fury,  and  returning  hack  beyond  Jordan,  39, — 42. 


Text. 

XfErity  verily  I 
fay  onto  yon. 
He  ih*t  enteneth 
not  by  the  door 
*  into  the  beep- 
fold,  but  climt^ 
eth  up  fame  ou¬ 
tlier  viy,  the 
fame  U  a  thief 
and  a  robber. 


%  But  he  that 
eateveth  in  by 
the  door  i*  the 
fhephetd  of  the 
flirty* 


Paraphrase. 

fvUR  blefled  Saviour  having  reproved  the  Pbariftes 
^  as  blind  guides,  while  they  boafted  of  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  flcill  in  the  law,  (chap.  ix.  39, — 41.  waffled 
the  people,  in  a  parabolical  way,  againft  thefe  and  all 
fuch  conceited  falfe  teachers,  and  directed  then  to  him¬ 
felf,  who  had  beeii  traduced  as  an  impoftor.  I,  faid 
he,  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs,  folemnly 
affnre  you,  that  as  a  man,  who  do  not  go  in  at  the 
door  of  a  flieepfold,  but  climbs  over  the  fence,  is  juft- 
lv  deemed  a  thief,  that  comes  to  ileal  away,  and  deftroy 
the  Ihecp :  So  all  that  pretend  to  be  the  pallors  of  the 
flock  of  God,  which  be  gathers  into  his  church,  as  his 
fold,  and  do  not  come  into  that  office  according  to  his 
appointment,  but  by  methods  of  their  own  deviling  j 
all  thefe  are  intruders  and  feducers,  who,  in  (lead  of 

feeding  and  taking  care  of  the  flteep,  come  to  rob  God 
of  his  authority  over  them,  and  property  in  them,  and 
to  pervert  and  deftroy  their  fouls.  . 

2  But  as  a  man,  who  regularly  goes  in  at  the  door 
of  the  fheepfold,  to  manage  the  (beep,  is  to  be  efteera- 
ed  as  their  real  Ihephcrd  :  So  be,  who  with  right  prin¬ 
ciples  and  ends,  and  in  the  method  of  God’s  appoint¬ 
ment,  enters  upon  the  work  of  feeding  and  guiding  the 

C  hurch, 
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3  To  him  the 

fn-rtor  openeth ; 
and  che  fheep 
hur  hu  voice : 
and  he  callcth 
his  own  fheep  by 

name,  sad  lead* 
0th  them  ouL 


4  And*  when 
he  pufteth  forth 
his  own  fheep, 
he  goeth  before 
them,  and  the 

(beep  follow  him : 
fut  they  know 
voice. 


.  f  And  a  ftnn- 
ger  will  they  not 
tnlbw,  but  will 
flee  from  him  : 
Jot  they  know 
not  the  voice  of 

fUingcTL 


0  Thii  panhle 
fpake  Jefiis  onto 

them : 


Church,  and  leading  them  into  the  only  true  war  of 
falvation,  is  qualified,  and  has  a  right  to  be  their  paftor » 
and  be  will  take  care  of  them,  urbo  may  filly  he  com¬ 
pared  to  fheep,  as  they  are  a  peculiar  property,  a  deaf 
charge  and  living  treafure;  and  as  they  are  cleanly 
and  tra&abie,  meek  and  patient,  harmlefs  and  cau¬ 
tious,  timorous  and  ex  poled,  and  yet  focial  and  ufcful 
crearures. 

■ 

3  As  the  door-keeper  gives  ready  admiflion  to  the 
(hep herd,  and  his  fheep  are  acquainted  with  his  voice, 
who  calls  them  by  tbeir  feveral  names,  .and  leads  them 
out  to  the  pa  (lure ;  fo  God  gives  ait  authority  to  the 
true  Shepherd,  and  by  his  Spirit,  and  the  mini  dry  of 
his  fervants,  opens  the  hearts  of  his  people  to  receive 
him  •  ;  and  they  are  taught  to  underftand  and  diftin- 
guifh  his  voice  in. the  gofpel :  And*  being  his  peculiar 
charge  and  property,  he  calls  them  by  grace,  one  after 
another,  as  particularly  as  if-  it  were  by  name ;  and 
then  leads  them  into  the  good  paflurc,  which  be  baa 
provided  for  them  in  his  word  and  ordinances. 

4  And  as  yhen  the  fliepherd  brings  forth  his  fheep, 
he,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  rhefe  caflcm  nations, 
walks  before  them,  and  they  go  after  him,  and  are  go¬ 
verned  by  him,  becaufe  they  are  acquainted  with  bis 
voicer  So  when  the  great  Shepherd  leads  his  own  fheep 
in  paths  of  righteoufnds,  for  their  fpiritual  food .  and 
lefrefhmeot,  he  (hews  them  the  way  they  fbould  go, 
by  bis  own  ioftru&ion  and  example,  and  they  willingly 
yield  tbemfelves  up  to  his  authority,  and  tread  in  his 
Heps,  becauie  they  underftand  and  approve  of  hia 
teachings,  .and  can  diftingoifh  them  from  all  others* 

5  But  (*)  as  the  fheep  will  not  go  out  after  a  ftrange 
man,  but,  .on  the  contrary,  will  run  away  from  him, 
becaufe  they  arc  unacquainted  with  his  voice,  be  being  a 
ft  ranger  to  them ;  fb  the  people  of  God,  who  are  cho- 
fen  and  called  to  be  the  fheep  of  his  paftnre,  will  by 
no  means  be  prevailed  upon  to  hearken  and  adhere  to 
the-unfcripttiraldo&iines,  and  bad  example  of  uncom- 
miffioned  falfe  teachers,  that  would  pervert  them }  but 
will  be  upon  their  guard,  and  keep  at  the  utmoft  dis¬ 
tance  from  them,  becaufe  they  perceive  that  their  cor¬ 
rupt  principles  and  pra&ices  do  not  lead  them  into  the 
right  way  of  falvation. 

6  The  blelTed  Jefus  delivered  hlmfetf  in  this  parabo¬ 
lical  drain  to  the  Pbarifas ,  defigning  thereby  to  fee 

forth 
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•As  fomc  refer  this  to  Ood  (be  Father,  firing  ferrants, 
others  to  his  Spirit,  and  others  to  his  mini*  the  Paxaphnlc. 

Vol.  II,  f  B  b 
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ihem:  bat  they 
dodcrffiood  t  not 
vfaat  thinjp  they 
were  whteh  he 

onto  item. 


7  Thar  AM 

Jtfus  unto  them 
Again,  VftriJy  wrl' 
|y  I  |ky  unto  you* 
I  am  the  door  of 
Ihc  Iheepw 


S  AH  tint  mr 
tame  before  (M 
arc  thieves  and 
rubber* :  bin  the 
Atcep  did  not 
hear  them* 
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forth  his  own  authority,  and  to  overthrow  theirs,  toge¬ 
ther  with  that  of  all  other  corrupt  teachers  j  But  as  he 
had  not  given  a  particular  explication  of  his  meaning, 
and  they  we're  ex-remely.  opinionated  of  themfclves, 
and  prejurijfed  again  ft  him,  they  did  not  take  in  the 
drift  of  his  difeourfe. 

7  Then  our  Lord  further  added,  I,  who  am  faith' 
ful  and  true,  allure  you,  that  I  am  the  door  of  ialva- 
tion,  and  of  God's  (heepfoid  -}  the  only  way  to  eternal 
life,  .and  the  only  one*  by  whom  mi  rollers  and  people 
can  have  admiffion  into  the  gofpe I-churc’h,  that  the  one 
may  have  authority  to  exercife  office- powrr  in  ir,~and 
the  other  may  be  partakers  of  its  fpi  ritual  privileges 
and  faving  benefits. 

8  All  that  have  arifen  before  me,  with  pretences  to 
the  Meffiah’s  charade r •,  and  all  that,  like  the  Jcrikes 
and  PharifeeS)  endeavour  to  prejudice  their  own,  and 
other  people's  minds  agaioft  me,  and  to  teach  other 
methods  of  falvation  than  by  me  *,  are  no  better  than 
invaders  of  an  office,  which  they  have  no  right  to,  and 
robbers  of  my  Father  and  me  of  our  honour  and  our 
due,  and  deftioyer&bf  men’s  fools  t  But  thcclc&and 
called  of  God  were  not  deceived  by  them,  fo  as  to  be 
drawn  into  perdition  by  the  error  of  thole  wicked  ones ; 
#or  could  they  find  any  ffirisfafUon  in  following  them. 

y  I  infill  upon  it,  as  a  matter  of  the  greateft  impor¬ 
tance,  that  I  am  the  only  true  door  of  the  church,  and 
of  eternal  life :  Whoever  enters  upon  religion  by  faith 
in  me,  as  rhe  only  Saviour,  fhall  certainly  be  defended 
againft  the  deftroying  power  of  all  bislpiritual  enemies, 
Brail  he  delivered  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  (hall 
obtain  eternal  bl  dTe  dnefs ;  and,  while  he  is  in  this 
world,  he,  under  the  condu£t  of  my  word  and  Spirit, 
ftdtl  go1  to  and  from  divine  ordinances,  and  pofiefs  a 
holy  liberty  in 1  them,  and  fhall  find  fpiritttal  fupport, 
noun  fitment,  and  rcfreOtement  to  his  foal  by  their 
means. 

ro  On  the  other  hand,  thefaHe  Teacher,  who  vents 
pernicious  error*,  and  has  no  commiffion  from  God, 
comes  only  to  fednee  my  (beep,  and  (teal  away  their 
hearts  from  me,  that  be  may  make  a  prey  of  them,  to 

,the  murdering  and  ruining  of  their  fouls,  or  that,  if 
he  cannot  carry  them  off  from  me,  he  may  plunder  and 
perfecute  them  even  to  the  death.  But  I  am  come  in¬ 
to  the  world  to-  (hew  them'  the  way  of  obtaining  a  fpi- 

ritual 

NOTE. 

*  This  cannot  be  forint  of  the  holy  pro-  of  God  to  their  work,  woo  fkiihfal  io  it,  w4 
pfic(J>  and  jMh  ibt  BapHjtt  who  preceded  lpokc  of  tihrift  at  tto  only  Saviow* 

Cblift  in  Uiiir  nunjflry  *  foe  they  were  £cui 


f  f  aW  die 
door*  by  Ac  if 
any  man  enter  io, 
tie  fhiU  be  fmd, 
and  Jh*ll  go  in 
end  not,  lodfind 

pafliue. 


io  The  thief 
cocncih  not  but 
for  to  ileal,  and 
to  kill*  and  to 
deftroy  -  I  am 
'come  that  they 

might 


Ute  EvattgiB/i  John  farapbrdfed. 


night  hm  fifc> 
end  (Jut  they 
might  hnt  ij 
nrotcabuodaiitly. 


it  I  am  the 

gMxi  ibephtrd  i 
the  good  (hep* 
hod  gtmh  hit 
lift  for  theifcccp. 


1 1  Bite  be  that 
is  u  himHoji 

and 


ritual  and  immortal  life*  to  pur  chafe  it  for  them*  and 
to  give  it  to  them*  that  they  may  bare  it  with  more  a- 
bundaot  evidence  than  it  ever  was  revealed  before, 
with  more  abundant  soft  to  myfelf,  and  glory  to  my 
Father,  and  with  more  abundant  excellence,  eminence, 

and  freurittf  to  themfelvcs,  than  can  be  faid  of  the  long 
life  of  prosperity  that  was  promifed  to  Jfrael  in  the 
land  of  Canaan*  or  even  of  the  happy  life  that  man  enjoy¬ 
ed  in  Paradlfe;  and  I  am  come  that  they  may  hare  it 
more  abundantly  chan  they  deferred,  or  could  nave  ex- 
petted,  or  were  able  to  ab  or  think,(u  ***?*vi  <kot") 
even  with  an  overplus  of  the  htgheft  honour,  advantage 
and  delight  for  ever,  which  is  much  more  than  baicly 

living. 

1 1  Yea,  I  am  not  only  the  door  of  entrance*  but 

am  like  wife,  by  way  of  eminence  *,  the  good  Shep¬ 
herd,  who  am  abfolntely  fo,  and  the  befi  of  all  ethers, 
even  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  fheep,  who  was  fpoken 
of  in  the  prophets,  {(fa.  xl.  10,  n.  and  Ezek*  xxxiv. 
33.);  and  who  lead  and  guide,  defend  and  fave^ny  dock ; 
1  am  not  only  ready  to  undergo  hardlhips,  and  expofa 
myfelf  to  dangers  for  their  fake,  as  Jacob  did  for  the 
lave  be  had  to  Rachel,  [Gen.  xxix.  20.)  and  as  David 
did  to  refeue  his  lambs  from  the  lion  and  the  bear, 
(1  Sam.  xvli.  34.) ;  but  I  am  freely  willing  to  t  lay 
down  my  own  life  fortheira,  by  dying  in  their  room  and 
ftead,  and  fb  give  my  foul  for  theirs,  by  making  it  an 
offering  for  Gn,  that  they  may  live  for  ever. 

12'  But,  on  the  contrary,  whoever  takes  upon  him 
the  paftoral  office,  with  fel£fh  world!  yviews  £,  and  bas 

not 


•  H  O  T.  E  5. 

*  Thoughoor  Lord  rebuked  one  for  cal>  pbclied  of  the  Mefluh,  {If*.,  lift.  to.)  'ivU) 
ting  him  pod  Mofter%  while  he  took  him  to  DOW  tnrtl  D(  When  his  fiui  Jbctl  mat* 
be  no  more  than  a  men,  iayiag,  Whp  cufkft  an  ((firing  for  Jin ;  And  Ghrift’a  ipeafcing 
fa*  me  fftd  ?  There  is  W  w,  that  here  of  laying  down  hb  own  human  foul* 

if  Gad,  Matk  xix.  ttf*  17.  Y$t  Jure  be  tfc  at  ■  lamfitc  for  fin,  intimates  that  be,  n 
fum«  this  title  of  iwkntfi  to  himjelf,  to  in*  terd  of  himtielf,  ndigned  it  unto  fuffcriagip 
limate  that  it  b  really  bU  due,  md  that  he  according  to  his  Father's  will,  in  a  way  of 
b  che^God  who  iiooe  b  abfHltueJy  good :  fcbftiniik>ht  In  the  room  and  Jfeead  of  hu 
For  the  good  Shepherd  b  as  high  and  dtyine  a  £bcep*  when  he  gave  his  life,  or  foul,  4 
rat,  as  good  Mafitr  can  be  rappofed  to  bef  ranfotn  for  many,  4vJt*lr  *difew 
and  a*  Cbrift  claim*  the  fieft,  he  undoubted-  «***<**-)  Mattb.  xx.  id? 
ly  tai  an  equal  righi  to  the  hft :  And  as  God  $  The  hirt&ng  tanont  mean  fuch  faithful 
in  the  Old  Teftamentb  fpoken  of  by  way  of  minivers  as  the  Lord  has  erdnined  to  litre  of 
eminence,  u  the  Ihephewt  of  lfiatls  thefsfpel^U  Cor*  1%.  14.)  but  itrclatestoAich 
thrift  here  freak* of  himlelf  under  that  it*  foolifbandidol  lhephcrdsasarepi^>phefiedof. 
iattao  10  bis  people*  with  the  additional  cpi*  Zecl.  xi.  *5,-17-  And  though  what  Chrift 
thetofgewf;  And  to  flurw  thtf  be  did  this  here  fays  about  them  is  juftly  applicable  to 
in  the  moil  e*mcot  fenfii*eCtbe  efcpreffion,  alt  worldly-minded  preachers,  that  regard 
in  which  il  was  peculiar  to  God,  hefaysctu-  the  fleece  more  than  the  flock ;  yet  he  term? 
phaticallr,  lamibi  pod  Shepherd*  in  a  way  puticutarly  to  point  at  the  firmer  aud  Pharb 
of  fraguhiity,  and  of  preferences  Mother*  Accordingly  the  wolf  will  fi^nify  any 

wbatfocTcr.  .  *eoemyf  who  by  fraud,  or  force,  tttacfefih* 

f  Chriflian'a  faith>  liberty*  or  life. 

hfe  fir  the  ftttff  uu'wers  to  whet  ms  pro- 

fi  h  i 


r 


ltd  not  the  fliep-  not  a  real  affectionate  concern,  like  that  which  the' 
herd,  whofc  own  owner  has  for  his  flieep. ;  when  at  any  time  he  finds  an 

fmhthe^  wolf  enemy  approaching,  with  the  craft,  or  the  fury  and 
ranting  ,  and  cruelty  of  wolypr,  to  break  in  npon  the  flock,  by  per- 
^avc,ii!  k  nicious  errors,  or  violent  persecutions,  he,  inftead  of 
rh«  wolf  catchetki-  hazarding  his  own  Hfc,  reputation,  or  ftcular  inter  efts, 
them,  andftsuw*-  for  their  defence,  will  quit  his  pod,  fly  from,  the  dan- 
<icb  the  ihcep.  ger,'and-  leave  them  to  fhift  for  tfiemfeltfes ;  and  fo  the 

enemy  worries  and  tears,-  perverts  and- op  pre  fits  them, 
and  makes  qn  eafy  prey  of  them, 

tj  The  Hire-  13  Andthe  true  rtafon  why  fuch  a  mercenary  (cU 
ling  flecrh,  be-  pretender  to  this  facred  office  thus  deferts  them,  in 
hWing*  •* and  time  of  the  greateft  need- and  danger,'  is,  bccauCc  he 
esteth 8  not  f«  entered  upoii  it  merely  for  fcculat  advantage,  and  does 
Ac  ihcep*  Apt  care  what  becomes  of  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  ia- 

terefts  of  tbofe  that  were  under  his  charge. 

,4  1  am  the  14- 1  fay  then,-  that  I  am,  by  way  of  eminence,  the 
gnat  fhephod,  good  Shepherd,  in  oppofuion  to  fneb  an  intruder,  ycar 
jkttf,  *nd  am  an(i  in  preference  to  the  beft  of  under  (bepherds ;  and 
faie<m  ef-  mlht.  1  have  a- particular  ex  aft  knowledge  of 

all  that  are  my  peculiar  property  by  my  Father's  gift, 
and  my  own  purchafe,  and  by  that  own  free  con  lent, 
who  have  already,  given-  rhemfelves  up  to  me  ;  they  are 
all  under  mine  eye,,  and  1  obferve  them  with  a  *  ten¬ 
der  regard  and  fpeeial  care,  that  no  'enemy  may  deftroy 
them :  And,  in  oonfequence  of  this,  I  am  the  ohjeft 
of  their  notice  and  obfervation ;  they  have  a  diffiaguifti* 
ing  knowledge  ef  me  and  my  doftrine,  and  they  fidu- 
eially  and  affefttonately  embrace  me, ‘and  Hearken  tok. 

T  j  Ai  the  Fa-  1 5  In  this  manner  I  know  them,  and  am  known  by 
riier know«h  me,  them  even  as  God  the -Father  has  a  perfeft  know- 

rttfVtfher"0  md  Wg*  °f  me,  and* an'eattFe  affeftion  to,  and  confidence 

I'  by  in  me,  as  one  that  will  faithfully  difcbarge’the  office  of 
a  good  ihepherd  roward  them,  and  as  f  myfelf  am  ful¬ 
ly-acquainted  -with  him  and  his  counfsls,  heartily  love 
mm,  and  delight  to  do  bis  will,  and  atari'  confident  of  his 


WOT* 

*  Knowledge  U  often  put  in  fcriptutt  for 
M  appritvmg  knowledge;  os  in  PfaL  i.  6. 
The  Lard  kanveth  the  •way  cf  the  ri+ht'aus  * 
tfnd  Pfat*  d  4‘  ^  wf//  uot  kr&w  a  wicked  prr- 
f*H  /  anti  Mtft  vii.  jj.  /  never  kaev*  yetez 
At  other  lime*  it  is  put  ^ra^wkfknowlcJ^rt 
in  i/j.Uii.  n*  Jhbhkrt&'wUdgfiO r  the  know* 
of  him/ StaU  wji  rigblMM  ftrvani jzjftfy 
ma*y ;  andjehn  xrii.  3,  T&j  life  fLrndlt 
that  they  mg&i  know  thet,  The  fiill  of  thtfft 
frnltt  is  to  be  taJteu  ntfoCbritT?  knoitWj(cof 
his  Ihcep;  and  both  fenfc*  are  included  in  their 
knowledge  of  hin>j  and  there  1*  a  mutual  confi- 
4siki,  as  weU  as  afle£Eoo/  to  be  oouiidacd  ■ 


Owning 

K  SL 

iq  the  krfowledw>  that  the  Father  and  Sot? 
hm  of  each  other  i-  Accordingly  \  hire  u* 
ken  in  all  theft  meanings  in  chit  and  thtfol- 
btving^erft. 

f  The  copdrafllon  of  theft  word?,  xai&r 

ytntaxer/tf  e  xtxhif  xayn  yiTBfktf'tflr  'srsu*fay 

ii,  at  the  Father  knawetb  me%  and  l  kutra  iht 
Father  /  sad  fothey  refer  to  the  roregning 
eerft,  and  arc  an  illoftratioii  of  the  know- 
ledge  that  It  between  Chrift  and  his  ihctp* 

fend  an  intimation  that  it  ia*  owing  to  that 
knowledge  which  his  Father  hat  of  him 
and'  he  Eas  of  the  Father,  with-  regard  la 

hi*  office  of  a  ffiephod  to  them. 


■ 

■ 

)  by  dawn  my 
.life  for  the  (beep. 


The  Evangetift  JoHH  paraphraftd. 
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r#  And  other 
feeep  1  hire, 
tthich  are  not  of 
this  fold :  them 
alfo  t  snort  bring, 
and  they  .fhall 
inar  my  voice: 
and  there  fhall  be 
one  foldt  end one 
-frephajL 


Vf  Therefore 
doth  my  Father 
lore  me,  becaufe 
l  hy  down  my 
i:fe,  Urn  1  might 
cake  ic  again,  - 


18  No  manta* 
keth  it  from  me, 
but  1  UyU  down 
of  myfclft  1  have 
power  to  h  it 
down,  and  I  hare 
power  to  take  it 
again.  This  com¬ 
mandment  hare  T 
received  of  my 


ri  l 


owning  me  In  my  work  :  And  fiich  is  my  love  to  my 
Father  and  my  theep,  that  1  am  freely  willing  and  .rear 
dy  to  lay  down  my  life  ktvtheir  Head,  that  they  may 
not  die  eternally.' 

16  Andtas  1  have  alreadytafeen  poffiffiionof  Come  of 
them,  and  there  are  ft!  11  more  to  he  effectually  called 
frem  among  the  Jews  $  fo  there  are  ft i any  others  that* 
the  Father  has  given  me  among  the  C entiles,  who  at 
prefent  are  f  rangers  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
and  from  the  covenants  ofpromife i  {Epb.  ii.  ta.J;  thefe 
alfo  I  mull  feareh  and  find  out,  and  bring  back  to  God, 
in  faith  fill  nefs  to  my  engagements  for  them,  and  in  juf- 
tice  to  my  p  nr  chafe  of  them  ;  and  they  fhall  certainly, 
in  due  time,  hear  my  voice  in  the  miniftryof  the  word, 
-and  he-prevailed  uponby  my  Spirit  ip  attend  to  it: 
And,  being  grafted  in  hy  faith  with  the  believing  Jews, 
‘they  fhall  make  one  church  with  them,  as  ptrfons  u- 
jiitcd  togetberin  the  fame  faith  and  love,  worfhip  and 
obedience,  in  the1  fame  holy  fellowfhip  and  profelGon, 
and  in  a  participation  of  the  fame  (pint,  and  of  the  fame 
bleiTings  and  privileges  of  the  gofpel, '.under  my  care 
and  guidance,  inline  nee  and  government,  as  the  one 
Shepherd  fpoken  of  inancient  prophecy,  {Ezeksaxx  iv.23.) 

17  This  work'  is  fo  agreeable  to  my  Father's  will, 
that,  be  fide  his  infinite  love  to  me  as  his  only  begotten 
Son,  he  has  like  wife  a  peculiar  affection  to,  and  delight 
in  me,  becaufe  fuch  is  my  lqye-fo  the  fheep,  whom  he 
loves,  ajid  fucji  my  zeal  forthe  mamfefUtion  of  his  glory 
in  their  fa!  ration,  that  I  cheerfully  lay  down  my  life 
for  the  expiation  of  their  offences,  *  to  thisjend  that 
(™)  I  might  rife  again  for  their  juftification. 

18  No  man.  is  able,  by  ftnugem  or  force,  -to -deprive 
me-of  my  life,  without  ray  own  con  feat •,  hutl  volun¬ 
tarily  lay  it  down,  as  mine  own  free  a&  and  deed  :  I 
have  an  original  power  and  right  in  myfelf,  both  to  de- 
pofitit  asaranfom,  (■(»«*  *x°  ••<*«*-■»«*)  and  to  re-affume 
it  after  fatisfadtion  is  made  by  it:  And  as  my  Father 
has  f  ordcred  me,  in  the  quality  of  a  fhepherd,  to  die 
for  idle  redemption  of  the  (beep,  -1  readily  yield  obedi¬ 
ence  to  his  will  therein* 

19  Upon 

E  S. 

picafcd,  aurecerien £  to  the  Father's  com¬ 
mand  :  But  this  commandment  was  the  m- 
fon  why  he  thus  i t/td  his  power  iu  Uyii^ 
down  hit  life :  He  did  it  tn  obedience  to  hit 
Father;  for  he  wUlmgJy  accepted  this  com - 
mandxuCnt,  rut  ivjax**  txocfTo*,  as  he  delight* 
ed  to  do  his  Father**  will  herein,  (Pfii*  *L 
8*)  and  ibcnftn  bt$  Father  /md  n  he 
had  laid,  {vci,  itO* 


NOT 

*  I  think  the  coone&ioti  of  this  ’verfe, 
and  the  ufe  of  thefe  phntfts  in  other  pans  of 
faipiurc,  fufficiently  juftify  this  fenfe. 

t  Cbriib'^rccmipg  tbit  commandment 
.from  his  Father,  is  not  tn  be  confederal  u 
,th«  trntd  of  his  having  power  to  hy  down 
lib  fife,  and  to  take  it  again;  forth!*  behad 
In  hunfeif,  as  Lent  of  his  own  life,  who 

idd  an  origt^J  right  ta  dUpofe  of  ;t  as  he 


39® 
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a  diVUjon  there* 
fore  t£va  upong 
tbejcwf  for  tbc£ 
fiyiDgs. 


10  And  many 
of  them  ftjdy  He 
hath  a  denl}  and 
v  mad;  4iy  hear 

ye  him  ? 

lr'Olhen  Aid* 
Thefe  ave  x\ot  the 
words  qf  him  thpt 
hath  a  4cojl  Cur 
a  devil' open  the 
tjtiof  the  blind? 


The  SvangeM  Tohij  p&sphraftd. 


Cb.  s* 


i%  And  it  was 
at  Jcro&km  the 
fall  of  the  dedi* 
Italian ,  and  it  was 
feta  ter. 

*  *3  And  JcTna 
walked'  in  tfic 
hntpk  in  Solo¬ 
mon's  porph* 


■  * 


19  Upon  our  Lord’s  faying  thefe  things,  the  Jems 
were  mightily  divided  in  their  opinions  among  them- 
felyes,  aud  went  into  T?aon  debates  about  him,  as  they 
had  once  and  again  before,  {chap.  vii.  43.  and  ix.  id.) 
and  as  he  foretold  they  would,  {Luke  xii.  51.) 

20  Many  of  the  company  cried  out  with  rage  a  gain  ft: 
him,  faying,  in  a  prophane  and  bUfphemous  manner, 
The  devil  is  ip  this  man,  and  he  is  certainty  out  of  bis 
wits  ;  Why  are  ye  fo  filly  as  to  mind  him  ?  or  how  can 
ye  have  patience  to  hear  what  he  fays'? 

2  i  On  the  contrary,  others  that  were  well  affefted 
toward  him.  believing  him  at  leaft  to  he  a  lb  her  and  holy 
man,  faid,  The  nature  of  his  do&rme,  and  the  manner 
of  bis  talking,  aS  well  as  the  wonderful  things  be  does, 
plainly  fhew  that  he  is  no  demoniac.  Who  can  imagine 
that  it  16  the  work  of  a  devil  to  give  fight  to  fuch  as  were 
bom  blind,  {cbap.\x.  32.)?  No,  no,  A  devil  neither 
would,  nor  could  do  this :  Itmuft  be  owing  to  the  almigh¬ 
ty  power  of  God. 

22,  23  Now  (*)  thefe  things  pafted  at  Jeruftlm  at 
the  rinie  of  a  yearly  folemnity,  which  was  obferved  for 
eight  days  together  by  the  jiruu,  in  remembrance  of  Ju~ 
da$  Maccqbcus’t  *  dedicating  a  new  altar  to  the  Lord, 
and  cleaning  the  temple,  after  they  had  been  profaned 
by  Antiochus.  And  this  being  ip  the  winter- fe  a  Con, 
which  was  incommodious  for  aval  king  abroad,  Jefus 
took  a  turn  among  the  people,  who  were  got  together, 
under  covert,  in  a  porch  which  was  built,  where  one 
that  was  very  fumptuous  formerly  flood  in  the  firft  tem¬ 
ple,  apd  therefore  was  palled  Salomon's  porch  f. 

24  Whilft 

E  8. 

tfui  dedication,  u  the  feaft  of  Pwrim  was,  in 
remembrance  of  the  Jrvt  deliverance  from 
Homan**  cWpincy,  (Eftbl  ix,  *8*)  And 
therefore  Chrift  foofc  to  be  at  JirufaUm 
then,  not  iu  honour  of  the  days  ihemfelves, 
or  to  onre  a  fanftioo  to  them,  as  facrcd 
time;  for  had  be  been  fo  minded,  he  might 
hare  nbftrred  them  any  where  efe,  u  well 
at  at  Jentfaiem  :  Hut  he  ^ame  thither  at  this 
time,  that  fe  might  take  the  opportunity  of 
preaching  tothe  people,  who  wen  then  *(- 
fembled  m  great  numbers  at  Jav/aicm,  as 
the  apoftks  afterwards  did  for  the  like  pur- 
pofc,  when  they  went  to  the  jfcwj  fyna- 
gognes  on  their  fobhifo,  after  the  obligation 
of  keeping  a  holy  frbbuth  to  the  Lord,  vu 
transferred  from  the  foventh  to  thcfirftdzy 
of  the  week, 

f  Some  have  thought  Thai  the  Jevifl  farv- 
feedtitn  bdd  their  eoinrtj  and  were  then  id* 
tmg  in  tbit  porch. 


MOT 

*  This  foaft  did  not  relate  to  foe  dcdica-' 
two  of  the  temple  nor  to  that 

whkh  waaanade  upon  its  being  rebuilt  by 
2er Mabel-  forfoerc  was  no  annivcffary* 
fellital  appointed  for  dfoer  of  thefts  and 
the  firft  of  them  was  in  the  month  £f^nlv, 
the  fevepth  sfoQth,  (if  Kings  viii.  which 
lo  autumn,  about  our  and 

the  other  was  in  the  month  Ador,  i. 

TV,  &c.)  which  was  tt  foe  lieginniug  of 
the  fpti^g;  whereas  this  was  in  Winter,  and 
fo  evidently  related  u>  the'derifcatibn  iof  the 
altar  and  temple  by  Mkrofam,  vlib 

appointed  an  annuak  EeftWal,  in  coimnemo : 
jitxn  of  it,  to  begin  on  fob  twenty  fiffo 
day  of  the  month  Ctfl& tt  Which  wasahoor 
bur  Z>rr tmlir*  an  account  of  which  wt'havc 
■t  Urge  i  Mtttdb:  iv*  iST—  $p,  and  * 
Mortal  X  i,— - 9*  This  was  notariordi* 
nance  of  divine  ruflfavtion,  nor  was  the  ob^ 
Jfcmtion  of  It  confined  to  J 'mfihm;  bot  it 
a  civil  appointment;  in  remembrance  of 


Ch. 


14  Then  can?* 
tlie  Jew  round 
tbout  Inm,  and 
faM  onto  him, 
Huw  Jong  doft 
rboti  mike  us  to 
doubt  ?  If  tbou 

be  the  Chrift  tdl 
iu  plainly* 


7h»  Evangefift 


m 


15  Jefin  an- 
(Wcred  tbcm,  I 
told  yon*  and  ye 
believed  not :  the 
works  that  I  do 
in  roy  Father** 
name,  they  bear 

vritndsof  me* 


ad  But  ye  be- 
-lit  enohbecaufe 
ye  are  not  of'  my 
ihcep,  as  I  ftid 
unto  you. 


ay  My  Bicep 

hen r  my  vefce, 
audl  kora  them, 
and  they  follow 

me. 


at  And  I  giw 
who  them  eternal 

life; 


24  W  bilft  our  Lord  was  walking  there,  fame  of  the 
Jews  fy  grounding  him,  and  defigntng  to  infult  and  cn- 
fnare  him,  rather,  than  to  be  fatisfied  about  him,  laid. 
How  long  will  you  continue  to  keep  us  in  fu  (pence,  by 
talking  ambiguously  and  figuratively  of  your  fell,  as  the 
door  of  the  Ihecp,  and  the  good  (hepherd,  and  the  like? 
if  you  be  indeed  anointed  of  <iod  to  the  Mefliah’s  of. 
fice,  as  you  teem  to  intimate,  do  not  be  afraid  to  (peak 
Out;,  but  teH  us  in  To  many  words  freely  and  boldly. 

2$  jefus,  knowing  their  crafty  and  malicious  defign, 
replied,  I  have  laid  in  plain  terms  what  amounts  to  the 
ftroageft  declarations  of  my  being  the  CbriA,  {chap.  v. 
20,--sp.}and  yetfuch  is  your  perver  fends  and  infidelity, 
that  ye  will  give  no  manner  of  credit  to  me  And  I 
ha^e  not  only  faid  this,  but  have  dearly  demonftrated  ic 
by  tbe  divine  and  miraculous  works,  which  1  have 
wrought  according  to,  and  in  confirmation  of  my  com- 
miffion  from  tbe  Father, 

b 

2<S  But*  after  all,  ye  Hill  continue  to  r eje£t  me  by  un* 
belief an d  ye  would  do  fc,  whatfoever  plain  declare* 
tions  and  demondrations  I  were  further  to  give  you : 
For,  aB  I  know,  and  the  event  proves*  ye  are  none  of 
my  *  fiieep,  whom  the  Father  has  given  me,  and  who, 
being  drawn  by  tbe  power  of  his  cjfcfitual  gra cz^JbaU 
come  to  mcf  as  I  told  yoo,  ( ebap *  iri.  36,  37.) 

27  According  to  what  I  then  faid,  all  that  were  bj 
the  Father’s  gift  made  my  peculiar  property,  truft,  ana 
treafure,  do,  in  tbe  day  cf  my  bringing  them  back  to 
God,  {vtr.  16.)  attend  to,  diftingtuft,  prize,  and  wil* 
lingly  obey  the  voice  of  my  word  and  Spirit  ^-and  I  di* 
ftin  fitly  know,  obferve*  and  love  every  one  of  them, 
and  they  readily  follow  my  intlroflion  and  example  aa 
their  great  Shepherd*  who  go  tafore  them  to  lead  them 
in  paths  of  rigbteoufnefe, 

28  And  I  freely  give  unto  them  a  fore  right  and  ti¬ 
tle  to  an  everlafting  ftate  of  all  poflible  bappinefs  and 
glory,  with  real  beginnings,  earnefts,  and  foretaftes  of 
it  here,  dll  I  bring  them  to  tbe  complete  enjoyment  of 

it 


H  V 

*  A*  evmy  good  and  My*  tawUc  and 
teachable  difpootioD  i*  the  fruit  of  frith* 
$oif  by  freep,  ac  time  would  *nder&&nd  it, 
i>i ir  Ijovd  here  mcuit  hch  u  arc  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  temper,  be  would  tmha  have  laid  of 
theft  perfcns,  that  they  had  not  Ihi*  good 
difcoGticn,  becutfc  they  did  Dot  Mm, 
than  that  they  did  tw  befiere,  becatfft  tbe 
temper  of  iheep  wu  not  found  in  them*  And 

ih^tfuc  J  nic  the  lhrcp  to  mm  God's 


T  t 

deft*  who  were  from  all  eternity  given  to 
Chrift,  and,  in  coofrquenee  of  that,  ut  in 
due  time  drawn  to  mm;  and  our  bldfcd 
Lord,  who  was  privy  to  his  Fuhert  conn- 
fel,  knowing  that  thefe  pedhu*  were  none  of 
that  number,  mentioned  it  as  a  nafm  to 
fiaew,  that,  being  left  to  tbemftSra,  they 
would  never  believe  in  him,  nthcr  than  jw 
the  of  tbdr  not  believing 


in 


n* 


Cfc.i. 


;  aed  they 
ihnll  oeverpcriih, 
neither  ihall  any 
pl tick  them  oat 
of  tny  kud» 


ip  My  Father 
which  gave  them 
me  i^tater-thui 
aib  md  none  is 
able  to  pluck /Mm 
out  of  my  Fa¬ 
ther’s  haod* 


30  I  and  mj 
Father  are  one,  * 


31.  Then  the 
Jews  took  cp 
flwvet  qgaia  to 
jione  him* 


3*  JeXb*  an¬ 
them  t 
Many  good  works 
have  I  Ibcwttl 
you  froni  my  Fa¬ 
ther;  for  which 
of  thoJe  works 
ia  ye  iftcoc  me  ? 


33  The  Jew* 

pofWered  him  t 

frying, 


it  hereafter  ;  and  none  of  them  (hall  ever*  through  their 
ova  weaknefs,  unworthinefs,  or  remaining  corruptions] 
fall  fiiort  of  heaven  and  fink  into  hell,  there  to  perifli 
for  ever  3  {*  *«**«**«* »«  nor  (hall  any  artifice, 

power,  or  combination  of  men  or  devils,  ever  prevail  to 
wreft  them  out  of  my  protection,  care,  and  beeping, 
vho  have  faft  hold  of  them. 

29  Nay,  my  heavenly  Father,  who  loves  them,  and 
has  a  peculiar  intereft  and  propriety,  in  them,  and  has 
committed  them  to  me,  as  a  dear  charge,  that  I  may 
brinjj  them  fafe  to  glory,  is  (as  every  one  mull  own) 
infinitely  Superior  in  wifdoni  and  power  to  all  their  ene- 
mies  that  can  poffibly  be  againftthem  :  And  ye  may 
be  fure  that,  whatever  attempts  are  made  upon  them, 
(^f)  none  can  he  too  hard  for  him,  fo  as  to  defeat  his 
delignS  of  grace  toward  them,  or  entice  or  force  them 
out  of  his  almighty  hands,  who  keeps  them  by  bis 
power  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

30  Now  my  Father’s  power  and  mine  are  the  fame, 
we  being  one  in  nature  and  perfections,  as  well  as  m 
will  and  defign;  ami  therefore  he,  as  well  as  I,  mud 
be  overcome,  before  any  adverfary  can  dedroy  them, 
whom  we  have  agreed  and  determined  to  fecure  unto 
eternal  life. 

31  Then  the  Jtws  were  ineeofed  againft  him,  as  if 
he  had  talked  fchfphemy ;  and,  after  the  manner  of 
zealots,  attempted  to  done  him  to  death,  as  they  had 

*  before,  {chap*  viii.  59.)  * 

32  But  our  bJdJed  Lord,  feeing  bow  furious  they 
were,  feriqufly  expoftulated  with  them,  in  a  meek,  calm, 
and  touching  manner,  faying,  Fray,  why  is  all  this 
heat  and  tumult?  What  nave  I  done  to  provoke  it?  X 
have  indeed  wrought  many  great  and  merciful  miracles 
among  you*  in  confirmation  of  my  character ;  I  have 
fed  multitudes  pf  your  own  countrymen,  when  they 
were  in  danger  of  fainting  for  hunger;  have  healed  your 
fick  and  lame,  bare  clean  fed  your  lepers,  have  given 
fight  to  your  blind,  have  caft  out  devils  from  pool  crea¬ 
tures  that  were  miferably  tormented  by  them  ;  yea,  I 
have  raifed  fovne  of  your  dead  to  life  -  again,  and  have 
always  gone  about  doing  good ;  Now  for  which  of  th^fe 
cpmpaflionate  a£ts  of  kindnds,  that  exceeded  the  power 
of  any  other  man  to  perform,  do  ye  want  to  Hone  me 

to  death  ?  Is  this  the  return  I  am  to  have  for  all  my  fa* 
voura  to  you  ? 

33  The  Jrws  replied,  contrary  to  the  fenfeof  their 
own  coofciences,  which  could  not  but  tell  them  that 
they  really  were  provoked  at  his  performing  fp  many 

miracles, 
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tying;  For  a  miracles.  No,  no,  We  do  not  go  about  to  ftoue  you  for 
ewxi  work  we  y.  j,0od  work,  that  you  talk  of:  Bur,  as  by  our  law, 

Jtonc  thee  not  t  *  -  * .  _  ,  . 

hut  for  Mifphc-  (ifVe  xxiv*  i6*J  a  bktjpbmer  of  the  name  of  the  Lora  is 
n>r;  »od  betdufe  to  be  fimedto  death;  fo  we  fbink  you  deferre  It,  for 

a^mu^’nMdteS  a  (Turning  to  yourfelf  the  unalienable  rights  of  deity,  in  ' 
tfcj-idf  Goi  that,  being  a  mere  mas,  you  arrogantly  and  blafphe- 

mouily  pretend  that  God  is  your  Father^  in  fuch  a  high 
and  peculiar  feufe,  as  imports  your  being  partaker  of 
bis  divine  nature  and  perfections,  and  being  yourfelf 
God  *. 


34  Jefus  HU* 

futPcd  them,  Is 
U  n»f  written  in 
>our  law,  I  frid, 
le  are  gods?  L 


34  Our  bleffed  Lord,  far  from  blaming  them,  as  if 
they  mtfconftrued  bis  words,  anfwered  their  cavil  a* 
gainft  them,  in. the  juft  feufe  in  which  they  had  taken 
them,  faying,  How  unreafonable  is  your  being  thus  fu¬ 
rious  againft  me,  for  fpeakiug  of  myfelf  in  thefe  high 
terms,  as  that  Son  of  God,  who  is  God,  one  in  nature 
with  the  Father  ?  If  ye  look-)-  into  the  feriptures,  which 
ye  profefs  to  be  guided  by,  do  not  ye  find  that  God 
there  fays  of  your  judges  and  rulers,  who  in  their  office 
were  types  of  tbe  MdZiah  },  I  have  /aid  ye  are  g*2r, 

and 


K  O  T  E  S, 


*  TbU  their  conrtruftton  of  the  meaning 
•f  Chrift1*  wont*  mu  right ;  othfrwiic,  Ike 
undoubtedly  would  haw  corrcftad  ir  j  tod 
bad  he  been  no  more  thmiumsu,  their  rcafira* 
ing  againft  this  £uUc  of  his  exprcfGon  was 
certainly  juft  3  6m  their  great '  error  lay  ul 
pcrverfely  diibctiering  what  he  alerted  con* 
ccrntttghu  wo  divine  character,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  demonftrariom  he  had  given  of 
it  by  the  pUtnefl  miracles,  which  he  wrought 
in  a  Godlike  way,  and  by  frequent  appeal* 
to  fcripturc*prophecit$  shoot  it ;  Aiul  £> 
they,  in  ^  hlafphcmous  manner,  falfdy  char- 
gtd  bUiphemy  on  him, 
f  The  law  is  here  ufid,  in  a  lax  fenfe, 
for  all  the  Old  TefUment-fcriptures,  »  k  alfo 
ts  in  (bap.  xii*  3^  mJxy*  15, 
t  The  fcnft  in  which  interpreter*  Have 
fefiuUy  confidercd  tbe  term  gods  to  thie  pUre, 
as  Unifying  toe  gimmes  in  general,  has,  1 
think,  milled  them  in  their  aocounr  of  this 
and  the  following  verfes,  and  very  much  fauk 
and  emhamiled  ChrUt’s  argument  in  them ; 
and  is  hardly  rccourikablc  to  any  tolerable 
frufr  of  his  realuntog  from  thence,  that  the 
feriptare  cannot  be  broha,  ( ver.  3;,)  It  feems 
thmefon  to  me,  that  the  pcrJbn*  here  fpoken 
of,  under  the  title  of  rodst  are  not,  a*  ha* 
been  commonly  thought,  magiitraus  barely 
confide  red  a*  fucb,  on  account  of  their  rc* 
fejoUiiig  God's  dominion  in  the  cxercj/e  of 
their  power,  or  aftitig  therein  by  authority 
and  com  million  from  him.  I  much  que* 
ftioo  whether  the  title  of  |Kifj  is  ever  piwn 
in  f«ipt»w  to  raajgtftraies  m  common :  bat, 

is  1  apprehend,  it  relates  only  to  JnviJb 


magi  Arete*,  that  were  typical  of  ChriiV, 
whoie  authority  was  lhodowed  out  by  that 
which  they  exerdfed  in  the  commonwealth 
and  church  of  Jfrael^  and  to  whom  it  was 
to  be  tfimfcired,  when  he  fliodd  appear  to 
let  up  hi*  kingdom  in  the  world ;  and  fo  this 
denomination  is  not  merely  metaphorical*  but 
js  alio  typical.  Thu*  God  /aid  to  who 

was  a  typical  mediator  between  himfeif  arvl 
1/rarft  and  fpokc  immediately  from  God, 
Thoa  pall  he  h  Aaron  inf  cad  of  Gcd,  and  T 
have  made  thee  a  God  »  Pharaoh,  w. 

164  and  vitv  *,)  And  afterward  the  Jevnp 
ruler*,  that  fit  in  Mofei* s  feat,  were  called 
gods,  (ALrcwi  sxil*  xS,)  Thou  pah  net  rcxdfc 
the  gods*  nor  tvrfc  the  ruler  of  ley  people*  So 
if  Jlfal*  cxxxviii,  1*  is  to  hettudemood,  not 
of  angel*,  but  .men,  "David  there  feem*  to 
refer  to  the  ecclefiaftkal  ruler*,  faying,  Bt- 

fire  the  gods  vrtil  I  fing  praife  unto  thee*  (vid, 
Gfajf*  Rhetw  Pan  prime,  cap.  X,  p,  *i£.  and 
Cocc.  in  loc.)  And  Pfol  lxxxii-  6.  the  pbee 
quoted  by  our  Lord,  I  have  /aid  ye  arc 
and  alt  of  yoa  arc  children  of  the  A loft  Hight 
ieems  to  be  fpokea  dtrtOly  with  a  typical 
view  to  ChriH ;  for  immediately  afterward^ 
our  thoughts  are  carried  onward  to  him,  a* 
the  great  God  and  ruler  of  all,  ver.  6,  where 
the  Pjahnift  fays,  Arift*  0  GoJr  judge  ike 
earth  ;  for  thoa  poll  inherit  all  »alhast  which 
plainly  point*  to  the  Mdliab,  who  was  to 
haw  the  heathen  fer  hh  inheritance ^  and  the  vt* 
tenmfl  parts  of  the  forth  far  ks  prfepcat 
(Pfitu  ii.  3*)  and  to  ho  if  govern**  amoej  the 
vaiionSj  (Pfif.  rxih  r8,)  And  perhaps  it  wa* 
\vuh  a  prophetic  a fpc£l  npoa  the  debate*  be* 

tvreen 


31  IfheenTfed 

I hem  godt,  unto 
«bon  the  vord 
-of  God  (iDir, 
ood  thefrripinrc 

cannot  he  broken  t 
jtf  Say  ye  of 
him  whom  the 
Father  bilk  fruc¬ 
tified,  aod  fent 
into  the  world, 
*no9  Ua%>hem- 
becauie  1 
dxid,  I  am  the 
from  of  God? 

4 


37  Tf  I  do  -not 


the  works  of  my 
Father  ,  believe 


BtitifFdo, 
though  ye  bdicte 
not  me,  believe 
the  works:  that 

y* 

l 


7b*  Evangel#  JohK  f&rdpbr&ftd*  CV  z* 

and  off  qf  you  or*  children  qf  the  Mojl  High  ?  ( PfaL 
lixxii-  6>) 

35,  36  If  then  he  tiled  thofe  magiftratos  gods,  be- 
caufe  by  his  own  immediate  word  he  had  committed 
the  legal  adminiftratioo  of  the  ehurch  and  nation,  of  If- 
roe!  to  them ,  as  types  and  (hadows  of  the  Meffiati »  and 
if  the  infpired  writings,  which  thus  fpeak  concerning 
them,  cannot  be  falfiiied,  but  mnft  needs  be  fulfilled  in 
the .  Mefliah’s  really  pofleffiog  the  dmne  dignity,  that 
anfwers  to  the  high  title  under  which  they,  prefigured 
him ;  how  perverfe  and  daring  is  it  in  you  to  charge 
blafphem  y  upon  me,  for  applying  terms  proper  to  dei¬ 
ty  to  tnyfelf,  as  figuifying  my  -  oncueis  in  nature  and 
perfections  with  the  Father?  Since  lam  the  great  an¬ 
titype  and  fubftance  of  thofe  types  and  (hadows,  and  am 
in  troth  what  they  were  only  in  names  and  Gncc  X 
was  fet  apart  *,  and  confiituted  by  my  Father  in  his  e- 
ternal  eounfels,  and  at  length  was  fent  into  the  world, 
to  cxercife  all  authority,  as  the  true  Mclfiah,  which  can 
be  affirmed  of  none  but  the  eternal  Son  of  God. 

37  I  furthermore  appeal  to  the  miracles  I  have 
wrought  to  juftify  my  divine  character:  If  I  do  not 
perform  as  great  and  glorious  works,  and  that  in  as 
Godlike  a  way  as  could  be  expe&ed  from  my  Father 
himfelf;  if  they  are  notfo  fuperior,  and  contrary  to  the 
courfe  and  laws  of  nature,  that  I  could  not  poffibly  per¬ 
form  them  by  any  other  power  than  that  which  is  in 
the  Father  bimfelf ;  I  do  not  defire  you  to  receive  me 
as  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  l/rotly  or  to 
give  any  credit  to  what  I  lay  about  my  being  one  with 
the  Father* 

38  But  if  ye  cannot  deny  that  I  do  fuch  works  as 
are  peculiar  to  God,  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
none  but  God  bimlelf  could  do  them then,  tho*  ye 
have  no  regard  to  my  per fon  or  doftrine,  and  will  give 
no  credit  to  my  teftimony  for  its  own  fake  *,  yet  fubmic 
to  the  plain  and  unexceptionable  evidence  of  my  mira¬ 
cles,  that  ye  may  be  convinced  and  farisfied,  tbat  my 
Father  and  I,  though  diftinft  perfons,  have  communion 


NOTES. 

wwi  Chrtu  and  die  Jcmjk  nltn,  that  it  till  the  great  Shdot  ihoold  come  to  curette 
va*  (aid  (i/tT,  i,  of  that  U wild  ffakx)  God  bit  office-power,  which  w»  prefigured  by 
fiends  In  fre  cotigtegaH&t  tf  the  mighty,  theirv.  And  fo  ChrHV*  way  of  arguing 

iim-rg  tkt  rods*  However,  that  oar  Lord,  ftands,  T  think,  in  a  natural,  eteu,  and 
m  the  place  before  at,  referred  to  Jewljh  banrifol  light,  according  to  the  fruit  given 
vnagirtraics,  appears  from  his  frying,  of  It  tn  the  Paraphrase  on  thii  and  the  fcl- 
3F>  that  the  wrd  of  God  &tmt  lowing  verfes.  vid*  Lamp,  in  hoe* 

P>  thensj  which  intimate;,  that  it  to  by  the  *  1  take  the  Father1?  fan&fying  Ghfift  in 
onmroiflioin  and  appointment  of  Goo,  at  this  place,  to  relate  particularly  to  his  fettiug 
mwle  known  lo  Corot  of  them  in  an  inline-  him  up  as  Mediator  from  crtrlafting,  ( (Vttf* 
duteancl  extraordinary  manner,  that  the  raa-  vliL  13*,)  becaufe  it  is  mentioned  as  prttt* 
ftibuic  authority  was  committed  to  them,  ding  his  (ending  him  into  the  world. 


Ch. 


ytmry  ktu>«gnd 
bdifvc  tbat  the 
Fitter  h  in  mti| 
and  I  in  him. 

39  Therefore 
1  hey  Jba^ht  «Aatn 
p  uke  hjm  :  nut 
he  efcaped  out  of 
ibeir  band, 


4 ^  A  nd  vent 
away  a£;ao  be¬ 
yond  Jwdvif  in* 
»  the  pUoe 
*h«re  John  at 
fir  ft  taptixtd  j 
and  then:  he  z* 

bode, 

41  And  many 
relbrrcd  unto 
him,  and  G»<Jp 
John  did  no  mi¬ 
racle  :  Ux  all 
thing*  tint  John 
fpake  of  this  mart 
pocuue* 


41  And  many 
believed  on  him 
there. 
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in  Godhead,  as  being  efleutially  one  in  rthc  other, 
which  is  the  fame  thing  with  what  I  faid  about  my  Fa¬ 
ther’s  and  my  being  one. 

39  Our  Lord  having  thus  plainly  and  unanswerably 
maintained  his  a  demon,  the  Jevjft  in  (lead  of  receiving 
convi£tfon,  fired  at  him  fo  much  the  more ;  and  there¬ 
fore  renewed  their  attempt  to  Ceizebim  bropen  violence, 
that  they  might  either  flone  him  to  death  tumultuoufly, 
or  might  profecute  him  tn  their  ecclefiaftical  court,  at 
a  blafphemer,  who  flood  to  his  claim  of  deity ;  or  in 
their  civil  court,  as  an  enemy  to  the  Roman  govern¬ 
ment:  Bat,  his  time  not  being  yet  come,  he  eafily,  by 
the  management  of  his  own  wifdom  and  power,  got 
dear  of  them. 

40  And  he  immediately  left  Jerufalem,  and,  eroding 
over  Jordan  1  retired  to  Betbabaray  which  was  a  Solitary 
part  of  the  country,  where  John  began  his  miniflry  and 
baptifm,  and  bad  given  a  public  and  honourable  tefti- 
mony  to  him,  {chap.  i.  2&,  29.)  *,  and  there  be  continued 
preaching,  and  doing  good  for  fome  time. 

41  And  whilft  he  abode  at  tbis  place,  the  people 
hearing  of  him,  multitudes  flocked  to  him and  recol¬ 
lecting  what  John  had  done  and  laid  among -them,  a- 
'  bout  three  years  before,  they  reafoned  upon  it  in  their 
own  minds,  and  one  with  another  in  this  manner,  lay¬ 
ing,  Tho*  Join  the  Baptiji  was  fuch  an  extraordinary 
great  and  holy  prophet,  that,  had  not  he  bimfeJf  deni¬ 
ed  it,  we  lbould  have  believed  him  to  be  the  Me  ID  ah  *  j 
yet  he  never  wrought  any  one  miracle  among  ft  us :  But, 
faid  they,  we  now  lee  that  many,  and  no  doubt  but  all 
the  great  things  are  to  a  tittle  true,  which  we  well  re¬ 
member  he  faid  concerning  tbis  perfon,  who  rifes  in  his 
glory,  and  preaches  fuch  excellent  do&rine,  and  does 

fuch  wonderful  works  amongft  us. 

42  And  though'  he  was  fo  generally  reje&ed  by  the 

great  and  learned,  rich  and  noble  in  Jerufalem  and  Ju¬ 
dea  !  yet  among  tbefe  poor  country-people,  great  num¬ 
bers  of  them,  that  fpoke  thus  honourably  of  him,  hear¬ 
tily  es)braeed  him,  and  became  his  difciples. 

t  E  C  O  Xi- 

T  E. 

thin  his  reminding  the  pro  pit  of  indent 

prophecies  concerning  the'  Mdluh,  and 
pointing  them  to  him,  whole  miracles  were 
an  abundant  confirmation,  both  of  his  own. 
and  of  TMua’s  doftrinc  concerning  him.  And 

Iboula  be 


N  O 

V  Themindeof  Jibn conception,  and  of 
hh  hthtr  ZscJmy's  being  (brack  dumb,  and 
not  fpeafctng  again  tUI  after  his  Midi,  and 
.nenuus  id 


the  miraculous  appearance  and  voice  from 
heaven  at  Jordm,  when  he  baptbed  Feiiu, 
wire,  cogoher  with  hit  hotf  life,  fomrient 
to  gun  credit  to  bis  doftrtne;  for  it  contain' 
ed  nothing  new,  os  extraordinary,  more 


it  was  fit  that  this  honour  lbould  be  referred 
for  the  MefTiab  bimfetf,  as  one  diftingmfhlng 
mark  of  hit  fiipcriority  to  bis  forerunner. 


Cn.  x. 
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RECOL  L  E  C  T  I  0  N  $. 

I 

With  what  ihining  evidence  does  Jcfus  appear  in  his  divine  and  office-charac¬ 
ters  !  Att  the  lhadow*  of  divinity  in  jVwiJfi  typical  roagiftrifttes  are  fulfilled  in 
firm,  ns  the  true  God ;  his  wonderful  worts,  which  he  performed  with  fovereign 
Afajefty,  and  by  bis  ewii  power,  are  convincing  proofs  of  it;  and  all  that  the 
dentures 'predicted,  or  "prefigured  about  it,  center  in  him ;  for  they  cannot  be 
broken*  p  how  Jliocking  is  it  for  any  to  charge  the  true  fenfe  of  his  aflertions 
with  btafplicmy,  as  they  aferibe  proper  deity  to  him !  And  how  indtfpenlibly  ne- 
cefTiry  k  this  divine  Saviour  to  us*  who  is  our  only  way  to  God  and  glory*  and 
is  that  good  Shcpherd  of  thefheep  through  whom  they  obtain  holy  liberty  and 
delight*  fpiritual  refreshments,  and  rich  fupplics  of  all  their  wants*  in  paths  of 
♦eighteen! fiiefs  here*  and  who  gives  tbepi  eternal  life  to  be  fully  enjoyed  hereafter, 
with  fiich  abundance  of  glory  and  btrfTednefs,  as  is  matcbkfs  and  unfpcnbahlCj 
and  never  could  have  been  pofiefled  in  any  other  way  wbatfoever!  He  is  abftdute- 
ly  gtxid  in  himfelf,  and  relatively  good  to  them  *  has  taken  the  charge  of  them* 
and  has  a  peculiar  propriety  in  them  ;  and,  in  the  greatnefe  of  his  love,  has 
laid  down  his  own  life  for  them*  as  one  who  hit  power  in  him  ft  If  to  refign  and 
rdume  it;  and  did  both,  as  the  Mdliah,  in  obedience  to  his  Father's  wifi,  that 
he  might  redeem  them  s  And  with  what  faitbfnlnefe,  wifdom,  and  grace,  does 
be  ft1  arch  and  find  them  out,  and  bring  them  into  his  fold ;  and  what  an  exa& 
and  particular  notice  does  lie  take  of  -every  cue  of  them  1  How  does  he  guide 
-and  govern  them,  defend  them  from  all  their  fpiritual  enemies,  deliver  them  out 
,cf  evtry  danger,  and  go  before  them,  that  he  may  lead  them,  through  fufivr- 
5ngs  and  death,  fufe  to  glory  J  Who  can  ever  deftroy  them  that  are  m  his  AN 
mighty  buhds,  n nee  he  is  one  m  nature  and  perfedions  with  , the  Father,'  who 
has  given  them  to  him*  and  concurs  with  him  in  fecuring  them  ?  And  as  he  tbo- 
wighly  knows  the  Father,  and  delights  to  do  his  will;  fo  the  Father  loves  and 
owm  him,  asrhis  trutty  fervant,  and  bag  ait  entire  confidence  ia  him,  that  no¬ 
thing  (ball  mffcarry  under  his  hand*  How  fhort  do  the  belt  of  under-Ihepherds 
faU  of  him  !  Ami  how  injurious  to  hbilock  are  all  that  teach  any  other  way  of 
falvation  than  by  him!  They,  having  no  comnulfion  from  -hi in,  fet  thcmfelves 
up  a  gam  ft  his  authority,  feet  thdr  own  fecular  iatcrcfts,  cafe,  and  honour*  and 
degenerate  into  ravening  wolves,  that  fright  and  fcfttter,  wound  and  endeavour 
to  dcltr^y  his  inftead'of  ft  an  ding  by  them  !  But  how  much  foever  fume 

may  oppofe  and  revile  him,  and  prove  themfefres  to  be  none  of  bis  fheep,  by 
finally  reject  tug  him ;  he  has  a  dtnfen  people,  that  fhall  hear,  under  ft  and,  and 
efiftinguiih  his  voice,  and  follow  him,  that  fliall  Sy  from  corrupt  teachers,  as 
for  the  life  of  their  fouls,  and  fliall  relifh  the  pure  do&rines  of  Chrift;  he  will 
have  a  people  to  believe  in  .him,  and  honour  him,  if  not  among  the1  great  and 
learned,  and  mighty  ones  of  the  earth,  yet  among  people  of  lower  rank,  and 
among  Gmtih*  as  well  as  Jra/j>  who  IhaU  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  and  a 
pratie  through  all  generations- 


CHAP.  XL 

The  tidings  which  Chrifi  received  of  Lazarus*;  fickntfsi  i,— *1 6.  The 

vifit  be  made  to  hit  jtJlerSy  when  he  heard  of  his  deaths  1  J»~32- 
if  is  r&iftng  him  from  the  dc  ad,  33, — 44.  And  the  ffeft  ef  this  oit 
different  forts  ef  perfons,  45, — yt. 

L 

Text,  pAUtPHaASE* 

jsjow  1  certain  xjOW,  whilft  our  Lord  continued  preaching  beyond 

■nan  wss  tick,  l\  _  ,  ,  ,  ,r  .  ,  °  * 

«-Lvrf  Liizara*  of  jordany  {chap,  x,  40.)  a  man,  whole ,  name  wae 
^ahai)y,tiieiown  Lazarus  t  Jay  dangeroufiy  fick  at  a  little  village,  near 

of  Jerufa!emt  called  Bethany j  and  two  of  hit  lifters  dwelt 

there 
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et  Miry  and  ha  there  with  him,  one  of  which  was  named  Mary,  and 

filter  Martha.  ihe  other  Martha. 


*  trtJ?*  ^  a  This  Mary,  whofc  brother  Lazarus  was  fo  extreme-. 

Ettimedthe  Lord  ty  weak,  was  a  woman  of  extraordinary  piety  and  affeo- 
w»h  ointment  ,  tion  to  Chrift,  being  the  faitfe  per  foil,  who  afterwards, 
and  T'P*.  **•  {chap.  xii.  3.  fee  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvi.  6.)  at  a  pub- 
ttherfb*  btotW  entertainment,  anointed  bis  feet  with  coftly  oint- 
Lnanuwat fick«}  ment  i  and,  ihftead  of  .a  towel,  wiped  them  with  her 

own  hair. 


»  Ttiercfort 
t  hs  IKter*  fentuV 
to  him,  layug, 
I.onl,  behold)  he 
vbamtluniloveft 
ii  lick. 


4  When  Jcfm 
heard  fiuiihe  bid, 
Tliu  GckncTs  is 
not  onto  death, 
but  for  the  glory 
of  God,  that  the 
Son  of  God. 
nirhl  be  glorified 
thereby. 


3  Thefe  filters  therefore,  being  much  acquainted  with 
Jefus  *1  and  having  great  faith  in  his  power  and  good- 
nets,  lent  to  him,  faying.  Lord,  we  hearing  where 
thou  wert,  and  knowing  that  thon  baft  a'  great  love  for 
oar  dear  brother  Lazarus,  could  not  but  in  duty  to  thee, 
and  tender  concern  for  him,  difpatch  a  raeifenger  eft 
purpofe  to  tell  thee,  tbat  be  labours  under  a  very  threa¬ 
tening  illnefs,  and,  with  humble  fubmtflion,  to  refer 
his  afFefiing  cafe  to  thy  wifdom  and  compafiion,  with¬ 
out  prefuming  to  preferibe  to  thee. 

4  When  ourblcficd  Saviour  had  received  this  account, 
he  laid,  +,  This  djftemper  (hat!  not  finally  ifiiiein  death ; 
but  is  defigned  to  afford  a  fpecial  oecafion  for  the  mani- 
feftauon  of  God’s  perfections  by  me,  that  I,  his  eter¬ 
nal  Son  may  exert  the  divine  power  and  gooduefs,  and 
thereby  confirm  my  commifficm  in  a  more  remarkable 
and  convincing  manner,  than  by  immediately  curing 
this  mortal  difeafe. 


.  s  How  J«fns  0  Now  Martha  and  her  filter,  as  jvell  as  their 
md4  hcr^'fitter’  brother,  were  exceeding  dear  to  their  Lord  \  he  thcre- 
iaud  Loams.  .  ’  fore,  waiting  for  the  fitteft  opportunity  to  be  gracious, 
<1  When  he  continued  two  days  where  he  then  was,  after  he  heard 

for*  thatSic'ww  Lazar  usrs  fteknefs,-  without  taking  any  further  no- 

Ark,  he  abode  tice  of  it,'  that  he  might  try  and  improve  their  faith 
**u  day*  ftlii  ta  and  patience,  and  might  in  due  time  m-mifefl  his  love 

to  them  in  fuch  a  way  as  would  heft  recommend  it, 
and  give  them  the  fweeteft  relifh  of  it. 

7  Then,  after  the  expiration  of  thofe  two  days,  he, 
in  purfuit  of  the  kind  defigns  of  his  heart  to  the  afflic¬ 
ted  family  at  Bethany,  laid  to  his  difciples  that  were 
with  hijn,  Come,  let  us  now  take  a  turn  again  in  Ju¬ 
dea, 


me  ui»f  pun 

where  be 


7  Then  after 
that  toll  be  to 
bis  difciples,  Let 
ns  gn  into  Judea 


6  His  difciples  8  The  difciples  not  under  Handing  what  he  intended 

ky  to  do  there*  nor  confidering  bow  eaGly  he  could  fave 
bimfelf  from  the  power  of  bis  enemies*  faid  to  him* 

Mafic  r 


NOTES. 

*  ft  firms  that  be  ufedto  be  entertained  at  or  at  kaft  in  his  hearing,  that  he  might  re- 
their  hotifc,  when  he  came  up  to  the  feafa  poetic  to  the  afJltfled  family  for  their  com* 
kt  Jfni/a/ftt,  fort,  and  lor  the  i  Hal  oi  their  faith,  wliilA 

f  He  probably  fiud  this  to  the  md&ugtr,  he  iKTcrthulds  delayed  going  tu  ihcoi* 


39® 


72*  EvangeB/i  John  parapbrafejL 


til.  if. 


onto  fain.  Matter,  what  means  this  furprizisg  motion  ?  We  re-* 
Mjftay  ttC'jcw,  njember  with  great  concern,  as  if  it  were  (m)  but  now, 

ftrrV  thee;  *nd  l^at  the  Jew  in  thofe  parts  were,  not  tong  Cnee,  fi> 
jocftihoa  thither  malicious  and  oatrageoua  agatnft  thee,  that  they  fain 
aGiai  would  have  ftoned  thee  to  death,  {ebap.  x.  31.)  And 

what,  fhali  fuch  bafe  unworthy  wretches  have  the  ho* 
notir  and  the  privilege  of  thy  prefence  again  ?  and  wilt 
thou  lb  foon  expofe  thyfclf  and  ua  to  the  utmoft  danger 
among  them  ? 

9  Jcfo*  w  9  Jefiis  replied,  Alas f  where  is  your  faith,  who  late- 

ly  law  how  ratify  1  efcaped  out  of  their  hands  i  Is  not 
InAcdtyT  if  any  your  day  divided  into  twelve  hours,*  which  are  allot- 
wui  walk  in  the  ted  for  labour  and  fervice  ?  Now  whilft  a  traveller  pur- 
'W  fues  his  journey  and  bulinefs  in  its  proper  feafon,  ha- 

finh  the  ii^t  of  v'ng  the  light  of  the  fun  to  direct  him,  there  is  no 
ibis  wsdd.  great  danger  of  hts  {tumbling,  and  by  that  means  falling 

fhort  of  his  defign  :  So  the  appointed  time  of  my  life 
is  my  opportunity  for  tiniflung  the  work  my  Father  gave 
me  to 'do;  and  the  knowledge  I  have  of  his  will  is  the 
light  that  guides  me  in  it ;  and  as  long  as  this  time 
lads,  there  is  no  dangerof  my  being  overpowered  by 
mine  enemies. 


Sot  if  a  man 
«ilk  in  the  ntaht 
be  (him  birth  t 
fcecanfe  there 
40  light  Lp  him. 


tt  Thrieihingt 
ffcidhc  f  at  id  after 
that  he  fiith  unto 
them,  Oar  friend 
Luaras  fleqpctii; 
but  I  gp  that  I 
may  evoke  him 
out  vt  deep. 


to  But  if  a  maa  would  travel  out  of  feafon,  in  the 
night,  no  wonder  that  for  want  of  the  light  of  the  Tun, 
he  Aumblcs  and  falls,  and  cannot  get  forward  in  bis 
way :  So  when  my  work  is  done,  and  the  time  deter¬ 
mined  of  the  Father  for  my  death  is  come,  I  fhali  no 
longer  deliver  myfelf  from  mine  enemies,  but  (hall  fall 

by  their  hands. 

1 1  Our  Lord  having  laid  thefe  things  to  tilence  their 
objedions,  and  take  off  their  fears,  proceeded  to  open 
bis  defign  in  going  back  to  Judea,  faying,  I,  who  know 
all  things  at  a  di (lance,  as  well  as  nigh  at  hand,  allure 
you  that  your  dear  friend  Lazarus  is  now  fallen  into  a 
deep  Deep  j  hut  I  am  going  to  roufe  and  awake  him : 
By  which  he  meant  that  Lazarus  was  really  dead,  and 


11  Thtri  laid 
hh  dUciplcs  t 
Lord,  if  he 
he  [hall  dp  well. 


if  Howbcit* 

Jcfitt  fp<tke  of  hi* 

tkath  l 


that  he  would  raife  him  again  to  life,  which  was  as 
eaty  for  him  to  do,  as  to  awake  a  man  out  of  fleep* 

12  The  difclples  replied,  Lord,  wc  arc  glad  to  bear 
of  fucb  a  favourable  fyuiptom  in, bis  cafe  ;  for  if  be  is 
got  ro  fleep,  there  is  good  reafon  to  hope  that  he  may 
recover,  without  thy  taking  the  trouble,  and  eipofing 
thyfelf  to  the  danger  of  going  to  heal  him* 

1 3  But  they  miilook  the  troe  fenfe  of  Chritl's  words, 

who  obvioufly  enough  fpoke  of  his  being  really  dead, 

under 


NOTE* 

*  Jades  bring  about  twenty  degieei  nearer  they  generally  rtrMonci  them  to  ronfili  of 
the  equator  than  Great  Britain  U,  their  city*  twelve  hours*  ad  wc  ilfo  do*  when  et  fptfk 
were  more  nearly  equal  dun  oun  ;  end  fo  of  si  (Uy’i  worii. 


Ch.xl. 

doth:  hot  they 

thought  that  be 
had  I'pokcn  of 
taking  of  reft  id 
tteejh 

t4  Then  faid 
Jefui  onto  them 
plainly,  Laura 
'a  dead. 


The  BvangeBfl  Johh  paraphrased. 
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tj  And  T  am 
gLd  for  your  i  *  :* 

i+ul  I  wn  not 

ihcrtj  (totbcln* 
itat  yt  inty  be- 
Eew,)  nevenhc- 
left,  Li  usgp  aa* 
lo  him. 


r6  Then  tiki 
Thorns,  which 
b  called  Didy- 
lanr,  unto  hbfa* 
tow-dudples,L« 
us  litt  go,  that 
vc  duj  flit  with1 

fcuu* 


r 

under  Uw  notion  of  a  deep,  as  death  was  often  called 
infertpture^and  yet  they  unthinkingly  fuppofed  him  on¬ 
ly  to  mean,  that  he  was  taking  his  natural  reft  in  Deep, 
which  was- like  to  do  him  more  good  than  harm. 

14  Then  the  meek  and  humble  Jefus,  inftead  of  ap^ 
braiding  them  for  their  ftupid  mifeon  ft  ruction  of  fucb 
an  eafy  and  well-known  metaphor,  bore  with  their  in¬ 
firmity,  and  Aid  them  -cxprcfsly  that  Lazarus  was  real¬ 
ly  dead. 

1  $  And  it  is  very  pleating  to  me,  faid  he,  that.I  was 
not  with  him  before  he  died,  ftnee  ye  may  bow  have 
an  higher  confirmation  of  your  faith  in  me,  than  bare¬ 
ly  curing  his  diftemper  would  have  been:  1  could  then 
have  healed  hint,  and  even  now  at  this  di (lance  couhl 
eafilyraifefrom  him  the  dead;  how  ever,  that  the. divine, 
work  may  appear  before  you,  and.maay  other  eye-wit- 
nefles  to  be  of  my  own  doing,  let  up  go  to  his  grave. 

16  Then  Thomas,  one  of  the  twelve  apoftles,  who 
was  alfo  called  Didymus  *,  faid  to  the  reft  of  his  fellow- 
d:  fa  pies  then  prefent,  Since  our  great  Matter  is  refol- 
ved  to  run  this  rifquc,  come,  let  u$  all  go  along  with 
him,  that  if  he  (ho old  be  feized  and  ftoned,  or  fomc 
other  way  killed,  we  may  take  our  lot  with  him  for  life, 
and  death,  and  eternity :  For  what  fignify  our  lives  on 
earth,  if  once  we  lofe  him  i 

17  By  the  time  that  Jefus,  coming  with  Ms  difciples 
from  beyond  Jordan,  {chap.  X.  40.)  arrived  at  a  place 
near  Bethany,  {ver,  30.)  Lazarus  had  been  dead,  (per. 
39.)  and  laid  in  his  frpalchre,  no  lefs  than  four  days, 
the  Jews  being  wont  to  bury  perfo'ns  as  foon  as  poflible 
after  their  death.  {ASfs  v.  5,-10.) 

18,  19  Now  Bethany  was  a  little  lefs  than  two  miles 
did  ant  from  Jervfalem  •,  and,  it  being  Co  near  that  city, 
a  great  many  friends  were  making  their  vilit  at  the 
houfe  of  mourning,  to  condole  with  the  two  tiifeon fo¬ 
late  fillers,  Martha  and  Mary ,  and  tofoften  their  grief, 
as  well  as  they  could,  under  the  very  affe&ing  lofs  of 
fo  dear  and  valuable  a  brother. 

20  While  they  were  thus  together,  tidings  were  pri¬ 
vately  brought  to  Martha,  that  Jefus  was  juft  at  hand  t 
upon  which,  (he  immediately  left  the  company,  and 
went  out,  to  teftify  her  refpeft  to  him,  and  bid  him 

wcl* 


it  Thai,  wheB 
Jefui  came,  he 
found  that  ht  had 
lien  in  the  gnvc 
four  day*  already, 

iS  (Now  Be¬ 
thany  vu  nigh 
anto  Jcnrfilcm  t 
about  fifteen  fur¬ 
longs  off.) 

19  And  macty 
of  Ehe  Jews  came 

to  Martha  end 
Mary,  to  com¬ 
fort  them  con¬ 
cerning  thdr  bro¬ 
ther. 

10  Then  Mar- 

asibe 

heard  lhai  Jcfui 
was  coming,  vent 
and  met  him :  bat 

Mary 

N  O 

*  Them*}  hi  the  IXdfiM  in 

the  Grtttf  Signify  a  twin;  and  probably  this 

name  was  gtren  him>  tannic  he  was  a  twlu- 
bnuher:  And  perhaps,  as  fomc  think,  bis 

be-in  it  three  Ipuhen  of  in  thish  Gofpel 

'  '  ibis  imcrpimuw  of  his  nunc  it  the 


T  E, 

Gre*it  as  here  and  c&tp*  *4.  and  xxv  %* 
mikht  be  to  intimate,  thst  he  bore  twins  of 
different  qualities,  like  and  ^/kr,  in 

Jits  heart,  he  being  famethnes  bdicvliig>  *■«! 
at  others  full  of  unbelief. 
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The  EvangeUfi  John  paraphrdfed.  Gh.  in 


Mary  fit  fiiit  In 
llic  Iwwlf. 

m 


it  Thtfn  faid 
Martiia  onto  Jo- 
fe.  Lord,  if  thou 
hutft  been  here, 
my  brother  bad 
not  died. 


11  Tbit  I  k  DOgf, 
that'  even  now, 
frhatforver  thou 
wikatk  of  God* 
God  will  give  U 
thee* 

ij  Jdiif  frith 
onto  her.  Thy 
brother  Gull  life 
agsio* 


it  Martha  frUH 
unto  him,  i  know 
that  he  Aiall  rife 
again  in  the  refur- 
rtfBou  at  the  Uft 
day. 


welcome*:  But  Marjy  who  as  yet  knew  hothing  of 
the  matter,  {yer.  38.)  coatiuued  with  her  friends  in  the 
hotife. 

3i  As  foon  as  Martha  came  to  Jefus,  fbe,  in  the 
midft  of  overwhelming  grief  and  diftrefe,  faid  to  him. 
Ah,  Lord,  how  happy  would  it  have  bee  ft  for  us,  if 
thou  hadft  Wen  fo  kind  as  to  come  hither,  when  we 
fent  word  of  our  brother's  ficknefs!  1  am  perfuaded 
that  his  miferablc  cafe  would  have  moved  thy  compaffi- 
on,  and  that  tbou  go  til  <t  ft  eafily  have  prevented  his 
death,  and  all  the  difmal  foirows  occa  lionet  by  it. 

33  However,  let  me  not  indulge  my  pailions  tCofar: 

1  am  well  fatisfied  thou  haft  fucb  an  entire  intereft  with 

■ 

God,  that  whaefoever  thou  (halt  Rill  defire  him  tft  do, 
for  making  up  this  great  loft,  he  will  grant  it  f  j  and 
therefore  1  wholly  refer  myfelf  to  thy  wifdom  and  favour. 

33  Our  blefled  Lord  oMerving  that  there  were  fome 
low  workings  of  faith  in  her,  and  pitying  her  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  weaknefs,  and  of  her  prefent  diftrefs,  faid, 
for  her  fupport  and  comfort,  though  without  explaining 
particularly  what  he  meant,  Come,  cbear  up ;  your 
brother  fhall  certainty  rife  again  from  the  dead. 

14  Martha  anfwered,  Truth,  Lord,  I  firmly  believe 
that  there  fhall  be  a  reftmettion  of  the  dead,  both  of  the 
juft  and  unjuft,  {A3t  xxir.  1 5.)  and  that  my  good  bro¬ 
ther  fhall  beai  a  glorious  part  among  the  rifing  faints  at 
the  end  of  time.  This  is  indeed  a  great  comfort  to  us ; 
but  alas !  it  exceedingly  troublcth  us  to  think,  that  we 
have  loft  the  pleafure  and  tbe  benefit  of  his  agreeable 
company,  that  he  who  was  the  ftrength  and  glory  of 
our  family,  and  might  have  kept  up  its  name  in  Ifrat!, 
is  gone,  and  that  we  fhall  never  fee  him  in  this  world 


1J  JrAu  laid 
nmo  'her,  I  am 
tbe  reforreOion, 

iftd  the  life;  he 

that  belie  vet  h  in 
me,  though  he 
defct*  yet 
fiiali  le  live. 


any  more. 

a  5  Cbrift  replied.  Whereas  you  only  fpeak  of  GotTs 
giving  me  whatfoever  I  aft  of  him9  Be  a  flu  red  that  I 
have  life  in  myftlfy  and,  as  tbe  efficient  caufe  of  the  re* 
furreftion,  and  of  every  kind  of  life,  quicken  whom  l 
willy  {chap,  v*  21 1  26.)  And  though  the  believer  in  me 
muft  die,  as  well  as  other  men,  yea,  even  fuppofing 
him  to  be  already  literally  dead,  as  your  brother  now  U; 
yet  his  body,  as  well  as  foul,  (hall  live  again  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  world,  and,  if  I  plcafe,  in  this  world  too. 

26  And 


NOTES. 

f  And  fome  fbppofc  that  flic  wtiu  to  tell  not  going  Jo  far,  zs  to  red  upon  hi*  own 
hmi  wlut  d  oKDpanjr  of  7nff,f  were  in  the  power  for  making  up  this  loti;  nor  iIikts  k 
Itoufe,  that  he  might  ale  ris  prudence  in  co-  frui  to  me  that  mt:  $?ct  had  much,  if  any 
ming  among  them,  or  not.  Iwpc,  of  her  brut! icr's  being  railed  from  the 

f  f  frith  was  very  defrfliTe,  in  though  flic  might  btlicvc  that  God 

thinking  that  Chrifl  could  not  prevent  her  able*  and  that*  if  CbrUt  frw  fit  to  atk  it,  he 

hioihLt  f  dying,  when  at  x  diftmee,  md  in  would  do  it* 


Ch.  xl. 

Aiul  who- 
fi'cvrr  livcth,  and 
belicvcfh  in  me* 
I'Jull  never  die. 
IxlJcvtfl  thou 
this? 


The  Evaitgtliji  Jo 
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xj  She  faith 
unio  hina,  Y«t 
Lord :  1  bclt^e 

that  thou  an  (he 
Chrift  the  JV>n  of 
<*od  which  fhould 
come  into  the 
world. 


j 

ill  And*  when 
ftc  had  4o,  faid, 
the  went  her  way, 
iikl  called  Mary 
her  Gfler  iccretly, 
fayinj*  The  Ma- 
tler  if  come,  and 
calkth  for  thee- 

io  As  Jbon  as 
4he  heard  /Lf/,  fhe 
arol  e  q  u  ickty  ,and 

cjme  unto  him* 


30  Now  Jefus 
was  not  yet  come 
into  the  lawn,  but 
■w 3$  in  that  phec 
where  Martha 
met  him* 


31  The  Jevt 

then  which  vm 
with  her  in  the 
houfc,  and  Com¬ 
forted  her,  when 

■  * 

they  law  Mary 
that  (he  role  up 
htftily ,  and  vent 
ont  *  followed 
htr(  fiying,  She 
go«U  unto  the 
grave,  to  weep 
then* 

31  Then  when 
Mary  was  come 
wbm  JcTui  was-, 
and  hw  him,  Ihc 
fell  down  at  his 
ftet,  faying  onto 

b\mt 


*  * 

a 6  And  whoever  is  now  living  upon  earth;  and.  be¬ 
ing  quickened  to  a  fpiritual  life,  believes  in  me,  (<■  #w 
wowy^uKjwaiamJ  (haltnor  die  for  ever,  by  undergoing 
the  fecond  death  (  nor  (ball  his  body  always  continue 
in  the  ftate  of  the  dead,  but  I  will  ratfe  him  up  at  the 
laftday,  (chap.  vi.  14.)  Doll  thou  heartily  afl’ent  and 
confent  to  this  important  truth  concerning  me,  and 
them  that  believe  in  me? 

27  Martha  anfwercd  him,  Yea,  Lord,  I  am  fully 
perfuaded  that  thou  art  the  true  MefTnh,  even  the  Son 
of  the  living  God,  who  was  fpoken  of  by  way  of  emi¬ 
nence,  as  (*  •«*#«»«)  he  that  cometh,  and  who,  accord¬ 
ing  to  antient  prophecies,  is  now  generally  expelled  to 
appear  in  the  world  ;  and  I  believe  that  all  the  powers 
belonging  to  this  divine  Saviour  are  in  thee. 

28  And  immediately,  upon  having  thus  ex  prefled 
her  faith  in  him,  (he  haftneri  back  to  her  lifter  Mary  s 
and  whifpering  in  her  ear,  that  the  reft  of  the  compa¬ 
ny,  who  were  enemies  toCbrift,  might  not  hear  hfer, 
faid,  I  have  joyful  tidings  to  tell  you,  The  Lord  Jefus, 
whom  we  own  for  our  great  Mafter,  is  at  the  town's 
end,  and  a  Iks  very  kindly  and  particularly  for  you. 

29  Mary  no  fooner  heard  this,  but,  in  the  fervour 
of  her  affefiion  to  Chrift,  (he  fprung  up  from  her  feat  $ 
and,  leaving  her  friends,  ran  with  all  fpeed  to  meet 
him,  from  whom  (he,  like  a  truly  gracious  foul,  ex¬ 
pelled  and  fonnd  greater  comfort,  than  they  all  toge¬ 
ther  could  mintfter  to  her. 

30  Now  Jefus,  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  Oftentation 
by  gathering  a  company  about  him,  and  to  (hew  how 
ready  he  was  to  do  the  great  and  good  Work  for  which 
he  came  thither,  had  not  entred  into  the  village,  but 
continued  at  the  fame  place  where  Martha  at  firft  met 
with  him. 

31  As  foon  as  Mary  got  up,  and  went  out  with  fucli 
eagemefs  and  hafte,  her  condoling  friends  imagined, 
that,  in  the  excels  of  her  grief,  (he  was  gone  to  in¬ 
dulge,  aggravate,  and  vent  her  paffions,  at  the  grave 
of  the  deceafed ;  and  therefore  (<»)  they  immediately 
followed  her,  deCgning,  if  poflible,  to  reftrain  and  pa¬ 
cify  her ;  But,  inftead  of  her  going  thither,  they  found 
(he  went  another  way  till  (he  came  to  Jefus ;  and  To 
they  were  infenGhly  led  to  him,  and  made  eye-witnef- 
fes  of  the  miracle  that  he  was  about  to  perferm. 

32  'When  Mary  came  up  to  Jefus,  and  faw  him,  (lie, 
in  floods  of  rears,  threw  himfelf  down  at  bis  feet,  in 
ttftimony  of  her  humhle  fuhmifflon  to  him,  and  pro¬ 
found  reverence  of  him,  faying.  As  Marika  had  bc- 

f  Co  fore. 


f  The  KvangeUft  John  paraphrafcd.  Cfa.  *'» 


h jm,i .otd.if ihoo  fore,  (ver.  21 .)  Ah,  Lord,  how  much  have  we  fnffer- 

m/^hrofher  had  e<^  f°r  W3,lt  °f  thy  prefence !  If. thou  hadft  hut  been 
niftdicd.  here  when  our  dear  brother  lay  lick,  I  am  well  fatif- 

fied  thou  would  It  have  commiferated  him  and  us,  and 
coukllt  eafily  have  prevented  his  death* 

35  when  Jdus  33  When  therefore  the  holy  Jefus  fa  w  how  bitterly 

ieepiniVan"  1  he  ^  and  the  attending  Jews,  lamented  and  wept  on 
Jew salfii  w«fpiiig  this  occafiort,  he  was  exceedingly  touched  and  moved 
which  tone  with  jn  0jrn  fpirir,  partly  with  compaflionatc  grief  and 

thcVpint^Trelwas  difpleafure  at  the  inordinate  excels  of  Mar/ s  forrowing, 
troubled }  even  in  his  pretence,  and  at  the  weaknefs  of  her  faith  ; 

and  partly  with  holy  indignation  at  the.  unbelief  and 
hardueb  of  the  hearts  of  her  friends  *,  and  with  a  hu¬ 
man  pity,  in  profpecl  of  the  miferies  that  would  come 
upon  them,  who  he  knew  were  cruel  enemies  to  him, 
while  they  live  wed  fo  much  humanity  and  tenderness 
toward  her ;  And,  as  he  had  an  abfolute  command  of 
his  pillions,  he  awakened  a  due  com mo¬ 

tion  in  his  own  mind  on  tbefe  accounts. 


j4  And  raid,  34  And,  that  there  might  not  be  the  leaft  appear- 
'WtuTe  have  ye  ancc  0f  collulion  between  him  and  the  moaning  reh- 

fcy  wMt  him3!  tions,  he  a  Iked  them  in  what  tomb  they  had  placed  In- 
Lord,  come  aud  zarus’s  corpfe  ?  They  replied.  Lord,  If  yon  pleafe  to 

come  along  with  us,  wc  will  Oiew  you  where  he  lyes. 
35  Jefiuvepu  35  Jefus  accordingly  went  with  them  jr  and,  as  be 

was  going,  a  confideration  of  all  the  moving  circum- 
ftances,  then  before  him,  fo  aflc&ed  his  heart,  that, 
being  a  roan  of  like  natural,  though  finlefc,  palGons 
with  ourfclves,  his  eyes  ran  down  with  tears  of  grief. 
3d  Then  raid  3 6  Then  the  Jews  obferving  it,  Home  of  them  faid 
the  Jem,  Behold  to  others  in  a  fort  of  furprizc.  See  bow  affe&ionately* 
liowheliwdbifli!  jcpQ3  ]ovej  Lazarus  !  He  fee  ms  to  weep  heartily  for 

him. 


37  And  fo  me  of 
them  laid,  Could 
not  this  mail, 
tehich  opened  the 
cyfi  of  the  blind, 
have  canted  that 
even  this  man 

IhuuU 


37  But  (*0  others  of  them  laid,  in  a  way  of  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  him.  If  .this  man,  as  is  reported,  chap,  is* 
6,-20.)  reftored  one  to  fight  who  was  born  blind, 
could  he  not  as  eafily  have  prevented  the  death  of  bis 
friend,  for  the  I0C9  of  whom  be.  now  difeovers  fo  great 


cun- 


N  O  T  E. 

*  A$  tWt  word*  irtCpiftmtctle  to  -urtvtt.a?tr 
here  rendered,  ht  vrttuttd  in  fiiriij  projK'i'- 


ly  figrity  to  lament  ot  groan  «i:h  anger  and 
indignation  t  So  it  feemr  to  argue  ton  much 
wcaknefs  in  our  Lord'sjuOiiMis,  to  iiippufe 
that  he  wa*  thiv  eKttedingly  grieved  and 
tnahld,  merely,  in  u  way  of  fyrnpuhy  with 
JVfarjr  and  her  trial  d<=,  on  act  Mint  of  Hirir 
hmcnu:ioJi5  at  their  loft,  ft  net  lie  dcfignerl 
immediately  to  repair  it,  and  to  tort  rheir 

Jfcourmug  into  joy,  by  railing  Ljzmms  from 

\ 


the  dead :  But  a*  it  was  no  nnufiial  thing  f« 
Chrift  to  be  affixed  with  grief  and  anger  at 
the  fin  and  folly,  onbdief  and  hardnrf*  of 
prrlbns  bflrtr,  and  with  ibtrow  in  the  prof- 
pc£t  of  approach ing  miferies,  (Mart  iii. 
and  Kvi  14-  Jrfj*  xih.  ;i,  aodlah  nix.  41, 
4*.)  $0  the  confirkrations »  that  I  have  ta¬ 
ken  into  the  Partphmfe,  feero  to  he  natural 
and  were  every  way  worthy  of  Ms  eompaffi- 
c mate  and  dbpkaftd  rtfent  molts,  and  bet: 
fuit  the  folk)  wing  content* 


Ch.  Xl> 


7 "be  Evangdifi  John  parafhrafed. 


flion'd  not  have 
died  ' 


;3  jefus  there¬ 
fore  Again  groan¬ 
ing  in  tu'.ttielf* 
cometh  to  the 
grave.  U  was  a 
cave,  and  a  lions 
lay  upon  it* 


concern  ?  He  certainly  would,  if  he  could  :  We  may 
therefore  conclude  that  itorv  to  be  all  iham,  and  that 

j  * 

there  wns  really  nothing  in  it. 

38  *  Jcfus  therefore,  knowing  what  perverfe  and  un¬ 
believing  prejudices  were  vented  among  themfelveg, 
was  much  afFtfted  again  in  his  own  fpirit,  fetching  a 
deep  figh,  with  compafliunate  grief  and  holy  indigna¬ 
tion,  as  before,  {Ver*  33.)  ;  and  this  was  juft  as  he 
arrived  attbe  fepulchrc,  where  Lazarus  lay,  which  was 
3  cave4 ;  and  a  great  {tone,  as  ufaal,  was  kid  at  its 
mouth  to  indofe  it. 


30  'jdbs  raid,  39  Then  our  Lord  ordered  feme  of  the  danders  by 
Take  ye  a  way  <hc  t0  roj|.  great  ftone  away  from  the  mouth  of  the 

thcnfift«r*o?'lfSn!  cave*  that  hc  might  not  work  a  net  die  ft  miracle,  and 
that  dead,  that  the  dead  carcafe  might  be  lecn  and  fmcSt  by  the  fpec- 
*aith  aiuo  him,  tators  i  Hereupon  Martha,  the  filler  of  the  deceafed, 

tim/hc  nlnkcth :  little  thinking  what  he  intended  to  do,  faid  ro  him, 
for  he  hath  bem  Lord,  Why  {boukl  your  a  (left  ion  curry  you  ft>  far,  as 
dud  four  day*.  once  to  defire  to  fee  the  dead  cocpfe  now  ?  It  doubtiefe 

by  this  time  begins  to  putrily,  and  will  be  very  ofien- 
five  by  its  noifome  ftench  :  For  my  brother  has  been 
dead,  and  buried,  (iw.  17,)  tbefe  four  days  ;  and  *tis 
now  too  late  to  hope  for  a  revival,  or  for  any  plea fu re 
in  feeing  him* 

4*je'rur»*hnn-  40  But  Jcfus,  in  reply,  gave  her  a  gentle  reproof 
toher,  Said  1  noc  for  her  unbelief,  and  yet  encouraged  the  little  faith  {he 

thon^uickihK-  had»  ray‘”g»  DWJ  notpromife  you,  that,  in  cafe  of 
lieve.iiioathoiiUU  your  relying  on  my  power  and  goodnefs,  who  am  rbe 
cVWwc  the  glory  of  refuiTe&ion  and  the  life  to  them  that  believe  in  me, 
Gp“’  you  Ihould  fee  a  glorious  difplay  of  ihe  divine  perfec- 

41  Then  they  tions  in  what  1  would  do  on  this  occafion  f  ? 
took  the  41  Then,  Martha  defifting  from  ary  further  oppo- 

tian  where  the  fit*011*  fome  of  the  people  removed  the  ftone  from  the 
tleid  «u  laid,  mouth  of  the  cave  where  the  dead  corple  lay :  And 
And  Jefos  lift  up  Jcfus,  looking  up  toward  heaven  in  a  foiemit  .manner, 

yitherl’ Tthani5  fr‘dJ  in  tbeir  hearing,  Omy  Father^,  1  blefs  thy  name, 

thee  thar. 


N  O  ' 

*  Perhaps  thU  cuftotn  of  burying  ia  caves 
might  be  in  imitation  of  the  burial  of  ^ird- 
Ifo:Kt  *tnd  Jacoby  and  I  heir  wives,  in 
■the  cave  of  MacS^U^  ( Gen*  adix-  *  j>*  30 , 
31.)  Theft  caves  for  perJons  of  diflmflioii, 
it  L&i'ara. j  ftcrns  to  h<ire  been,  were  com¬ 
monly  in  rockt,  which  abounded  In  that 
County  :  In  ftimcof  theft  there  were  natu¬ 
ral  caverns  lit  for  this  por^ft,  and  others 
were  cut  out  by  art,  as  Jsfcpb  of  Arim*thc<Cs 
vas,  where  the  body  of  our  Lord  !aul* 
xxvii,  tfo  )  And  the  entrance  of 
tiiefc  ttYes  (hilt  up  with  a  great  thm c, 
vMch  ftm dimes  had  a  mumimcitel  infer:  p- 
lioti  upon  it. 


E  5. 

f  It  ftcras  by  thip,  that  Chrifl  had  laid 
ir*ore  to  Martha  than  is  be  fare  recorded, 
when  flic  GrfI  met  him,  and  when  he  pm  >t 
to  her,  (vrr.  a  id.)  vhCTncT  Ihc  bcLicrcd 
what  be  bad  dcrUrcd  about  his  bemy  the  rc- 
larreAioa  and  the  lift,  anti  about  a  iitlievar  s 
living,  though  lit  were 

t  For  under  [Until  ;i  £  thU  and  the  two  fok 
toning  vetics,  it  nviy  be  ei  lift  10  ohJbrvt, 
that  here  is  no  appe&'aucc  of  Clinli's  having 
prayed  to  his  F arbor  for  puv-r  to  perform 
the  miracle  which  be  liras  ftoiug  to  work  ; 
nor  was  there  any  ocvdMit  for  tr, 
having  before  Aid  ol  JiijiiKiJ,  f  mu  VO 

furrifiion  and  die  lift*  (;rr,  iy.)  and  docia- 

C  > 


4*4 

fheoLhat  thou  haft 
heard  me- 


Evangel ifi  John  parapirafid* 


Cti* 


$i  Andlkhcw 
that  thou  heard! 
me  always  i  hut, 
becaufe  o  f  thcp  co- 
pie  which  flaw! 
by,  1  fa  id  if,  that 
they  may  believe 
that  thou  bail 
feat  me. 


4t  And  vlifu 
he  had  thin  fpo- 
ken,  he  cried 
with  a  krod  voice, 
Lazarus  ,  COStC 
forth* 


ted  my  defife  of  this  remarkable  opportunity  for  exert¬ 
ing  my  power,  and  {hewing  forth  thy  praife. 

41  I  indeed  {'*)  ever  was,  and  ftill  am,  abfolutety 
Cure  of  thy  anfwcring  every  requeft  that  I  can  make, 
my  will  being  always  regulated  by  my  perfefl  know¬ 
ledge  of  thine :  But  my  addrelBng  thee,  in  this  pub¬ 
lic  manner,  is  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  people  here 
prefent,  that  my  difclples  may  be  folly  allured,  and 
that  others  may  be  encouraged  to  believe,  that  I  am 
the  true  MelTiah,  whom  tbou  haft  lent. 

43  And  having  fir  id  chefe  words,  he,  Handing  with¬ 
out  the' fepulchre,  did  not  thereupon  peep  and  mutter 
an  unintelligible  jargon,  like  a  necromancer,  or  dealer 
with  familiar  fpirits,  ( [fa.  viri.  19.}  bnt  fpoke  out 
with  a  dtftinft  and  elevated  voice,  to  intimate  the  a- 
wakenmg  power  that  attended  it,  faying,  without  any 
mention  of  hts  Father’s  name,  but  with  the  majefty  df 
God  himfelf,  Lazarus ,  I  command  thee  to  come 
hither. 

44  And  fo  powerful  was  this  word  of  command, 
that  the  dead  man,  being  tnftamly  made  alive,  came 
out  of  the  fepulchre,  in  bis  burial  drefs,  (A£fs  v.  6.) 
his  hands  and  feet  being  wrapped  up,  and  rolled  about 
with  fwuddling-bands,  and  his  eyes  blinded  with  a  Un¬ 
it  en  doth,  which  was  bound  about  his  head*;  And 
when  Lazarus  came  forth  in  this  confined  pofture,  Je- 
fus  ordered  fume  of  the  company  to  fet  his  hands  and 
feet  at  liberty,  no  m trade  being  heedful  for  this,  that 
he  might  walk  home. 

45  This  was  fuch  an  inconteftable  and  uncommon 
miracle,  that  many  of  thofe  Jrust  who  had  come  to 
comfort  Mary}  together  with  Martha ,  {ver.  19.)  un¬ 
der  her  lofs,  were  thereby  induced  to  believe  in  him. 

46  But 

notes. 

red,  (chap.*,  11,  16.)  that  h«  h*J  life  in  him-  die,  and  that  fo  many  peifon 


44  And  he  (hat 
tru  dead  came 
forth, bound  hand 
and  foot  with 
£nve  *  clothes  : 
and  hil  face  was 


a  napkin.  Jefus 
faith  onto  them. 
Loot  him,  and 
let  him  go* 

■ 

45  Theb  many 
of  the  Jews 
which  came  to 
Mary,  and  had 
fe*r>  the  things 
which  Jefus  did, 

believed  oahiifk. 


Jclft  and  ^tvektved  -whom  he  v«rM»  His  di¬ 
vine  nature  was  undoubtedly  lb  Ac  tent  fnr 
this ;  accordingly  when  he  told  his  driciplea 
of  Lazarus's  death,  he  fa  id,  (i?er,  u*)  i  jo 
that  1  may  e-wake  Aim  \  and  in  working  ine 
miracle  itfrlf,  there  is  not  the  leaf!  (hew  of  his 
applying  to  the  Father  for  affifl ancr,  or  taking 
any  mrtieenf  him  ;  But  l^e  managed  it  with  an 
air  ot  abfehTte  fovcrtijjmy,  like  the  Lord  of 
life  and  death,  faying,  with  die  authority  and 
majefty  of  a  God,  Lazarus,  come  farth^  as  we 
(h^lt  foe  vet*  4  j.  And  thodbre  1  uke  it,  thac 
this  thank  (giving  to  hi*  Father  was  far  the 
opportunity  that  Chrift  had  prayed  might 
be  given  him  to  work  this  miracle,  in  fitch 
temarkahty  advantageous  circa  m  fiances,  by 
bis  Father1!  ordering  that  Lazarus  (hould 


r  w 

be  tinm^ht  together  on  that  oecafiou,  how, 
with  his  own  djftipics,  were  to  he  eje-wk- 
nr0cs  of  his  Jailing  Lazarus  from  the  dead 
for  the  cflablfrhnicnt  of  his  own  dianAct- 
and  the  advancement  of  hts  Father’s  glory ; 
With  regard  to  which  he  had  hid  to  his  dih 
riplrt,  (ver.  4,  15.)  Tbh  fickstfi  is  >  -for 
the  fiery  of  Gadt  that  the  Sam  of  God  might 
he  £  imped  thereby :  And  1  am  glad  for  your 
fain*  that  l  was  not  there,  to  tie  intent 

that  ye  may  he 5 eve. 

*  His  hands  and  feet  being  bound,  and 
his  eyes  covered  with  the  doth,  as  was  ufih 
al,  10  prevent  the  ghaftly  appearance  of  a 
dead  corpfc,  (hewed  the  miraculous  power  of 
Chrift  in  bfingin£  him  om  of  the  Jcpukhse 
Ui  this  form,  as  wcBa*  in  reftorin?  him  colifc* 


Ch.  x. 


The  Evangefi/l  John  paraphrased* 


*6  But  Ibm* 

of  thcra  went 
ebeir  ways  to  ihc 
l^trifcci ,  tnd 
nl4  them  what 
Jefns  had 

done. 


4^  Then  g»* 
flwred  the  chkf 

prklh  and  the 

PhaxifecE  *  a>un- 
tiJ,  end  ftid. 
What  do  we  ? 
for  this  man  doth 
many  miracle*. 


49  If  we  let 
him  thus  alone, 
aU  men  will  Ijc- 
Here  on  him  ; 
and  the  Roman? 
thill  cotne,  and 
take  away  both 
our  place  aod  ua* 
tioii. 


49  And  one  of 
them  xAtxtd  Cab* 
pha*,  being  the 
high  pritft  that 

lame  yeart  Aid 
unto  them.  Ye 


kno  w  nothing  at 

*u, 


50  Hot  oobTh 
der  that  it  is  ex¬ 
pedient  for  iif 
that  one  mao 
Ihodd  die  for  the 
people,  and  that 
the  whole  nation 

DOC. 


46  But  others  of  them,  tho’  they  could  not  deny  the 
truth  ot  the  miracle,  were  To  obftiiiatelv  and  malicioufiy 
fet  again  ft  Cbrift,  that,  inflead  of  believing  in  him, 
they  were  fo  much  the  more  provoked  to  think,  how 
this  would  raife  his  reputation  and  authority  among  the 
people;  and  therefore  they  went  immediately  to  the 
Pbarifi€S%  his  molt  inveterate  enemies,  to  tell  them 
what  had  palled,  that  they  might  enter  into  effectual 
meafures  for  putting  a  (lop  to  him. 

47  Then  the  Pbarifies%  being  alarmed  at  this  infer* 
mat  ion,  agreed  with  fome  of  the  chief  priefts  to  fum- 
mon  a  council,  in  which  they  gathered  together  to  con* 
full  again  ft  the  Lord,  and  his  Anointed,  as  was  prophe* 
fied  (PfaL  ii*  2.}  faying.  What  ftgnifies  all  that  we 
have  hitherto  attempted  again  ft  this  man?^iome  more 
prudent,  and  yet  vigorous  ftep  *nuft  be  taken  with* 
out  delay :  For  from  what  we  ourfelves  have  fecit,  and 
our  own  friends  now  tell  us,  it  is  plain  beyond  denial, 
that  he  does  many  furprizing  miracles. 

48  If  we  fuffer  him  to  go  on  at  this  rate,  without 
fome  effectual  oppofmon  to  him,  he  will  foon  grow  fo 
famous,  that  all  the  people  will  be  perfuaded  to  be* 
lieve  him  to  be  the  expected  McfDah  ;  And  what  will 
be  the  confequence  of  that  ?  Why,  the  Romans  will  ccr* 
tainly  take  umbrage,  as  if  vre  were  going  to  fet  up  a 
king  of  our  own,  and  to  throw  off  their  yoke;  and 
they  will  he  fo  exafpejated  at  this,  as  to  deprive  us  of 
all  the  remains  of  our  civil  and  religious  rights  and  li* 
berries,  and  even  to  deftroy  our  city  and  temple,  and 
put  an  end  to  our  being  a  diftinft  nation  any  longer. 

49  And,  while  the  council  were  at  a  lofs  what  courfe 
to  take  for  filencing  Jefus,  one  of  them,  namely  Caia- 
pb&i)  a  bold  Sadductty  (ABs  v.  17.)  who  had  no  fear 
of  a  judgment  to  come,  and  who,  by  the  favour  of  the 
Reman  government,  was  high-pried  ihat  year,  (fee  the 
note  on  Lube  jit.  2.)  faid  to  them  with  great  fubrilty 
and  malice*  as  wdl  as  baugbtinefs  and  warmth.  All 
your  camions  deliberations  are  to  no  manner  of  pur* 
pofe :  I  find  ye  have  no  notion  of  what  is  neceflary  to 
be  done  in  fo  defperatc  a  cafe,  which  muft  have  a  deC- 
perate  remedy. 

50  Nor  do  ye  cooGder,  {**  )  ia  aii  y0ur 

reafoning  on  this  head,  that  the  danger  of  the  prefent 
circumftances  obliges  us  to  have  rocourfe  to  the  old  pa* 
litic  maxim,  of  preferring  a  public  to  a  private  good : 
We  have  no  need  to  trouble  ourfelves  with  nice  inqui¬ 
ries,  whether  this  man  be  an  impoflor,  or  a  prophet; 
we  do  not  know  wbat  be  ie ;  but  it  U  certainly  better 


+ 

The  fy/angefiji  John  paraphrafed. 


Ch.  I), 


Si  And  thi* 
fpakc  be  not  of 
Knufetf;  ('Mt.  \rt- 
in^  H^h  prkft 
thjt  y:ai\  he  pio* 
ptvftCiI  thm  jHivt 

rtw'ukf  d  'c  lor  L 
Uiil  n^tio^i  $ 


jt  And  not 
for  ihtl  nation 
outr,  but  that  al¬ 
io  be  ftouid  g»* 
tiur  togrrher  in 
one  the  children 

df  *!nd  that  were 
■ 

fettered  abroa  d* 


j  3  Therefrom 
|lnt  day  forth* 
Ibcylouk  ooiinftd 

lo¬ 


th  at  he  ftioulrt  be  put  to  denth,  tljan  that  we  fliould  lofe 
our  all,  and  the  whole  n align  fliould  be  utterly  ruined 
by  fullering  him  to  live* 

5!  And  he  fold  this*  not  merely  frnnj  his  own  crafty 
and  wicked  defign  of  exciting  the  council  to  go  into  rc- 
fulute  meafures  agaiiift  Jefus:  But  as  he  was  the  high- 
prieft,  and  head  of  the  Jewifb  church  for  that  year*  in 
which  Chrift  was  to  redeem  his  fpiritual  I/racl ,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  Levlricul  priefthood  and  oblations,  by 
the  facrifice  of  himfclf  j  and  as  Caiaphas's  words,  on 
aepotmt  of  his  exalted  character,  would  be  looked  upon 
as  oracles;  So,  by  an  over  ruling  providence,  he  ex* 
prdTtd  his  malicious  defign  in  terms,  which,  conrrary 
to  his  own  intention,  contained  a  truth,  that,  in  another 
view  of  their  figmfication,  was  prophetic  of  what  God 
had  defigoed  fliouid  come  to  pafs,  viz ,  That  Jcfus  be¬ 
ing  the  Melliah  *,  he  fliould  be  cut  off,  not  for  him  elf, 
but  as  a  propitiatory  facrifice  for  God?s  antic nt  people, 
the^ewj: 

52  And  not  merely  for  a  remnant,  according  to  the 
flection  of  grace*  (il&m*  xi.  5*)  of  chofe  Jews  that  dwelt 
together  as  a  nation  in  the  land  of  Jfraelj  but  hfce- 
wife  of  fuch,  to  whom  pertained  the  adoption,  as  were 
difpcifed  among  the  Genfitqs  :  And  not  only  for  thefe  } 
but  alfo  for  others  among  the  Gentiles  themfelves,  who 
were  predetiioated  to  the  adoption  of  children  by  Jcfus 
Chrift,  {Eph*  i.,  5-^  that,  according  to  the  merit  of  his 
death,  they  atfo,  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpe],  attend¬ 
ed  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit*  might  be  cffeOnalfy 
gathered  into  one  church,  and  fellowfhip  of  believers 
with  the  JcmSy  underChrift  theirHead,  ( Eph *  i.  9,  10,)* 
where w  they  were  fcattered  abroad  among  all  nations 
of  the  earth,  like  fheep  flraying  from  the  fold  of  their 
great  Shephered,  {dap,  x.  t6.) 

53  This  fubde  fpeech  of  Caiaphasfa  fully  determin¬ 
ed  the  council  ro  aft  in  concert  for  putting  Jefus  to  death, 
that,  from  this  time  forward,  they  frequently  confuted 

together 

NOTE* 


*  By  the  EvaflgtltfP*  eonflruftfon  of  this 
prophetic  fenfeof  Ccispfyan  w«rd?£  The  rhil* 
dr**  Gad,  tbaj  v.*cre  kaHtrtd  iyrr. 

my  relate  to  thejnvr  difperfed  among 
rile  Vend hst  who,  on  account  of  their  an¬ 
cient  adoption,  as  God**  covenant  people, 
jniglu  be  called  the  children  of  God;  And 
fuppofmg  that  he  rimed  his  thought  (HU 
Jttuthcr  to  the  Gnttifai  it  feems  a*  if  the  «,«• 
r*tit  or  church  of  Ifratij  were  thereto  coufi* 
dertd,  as  typical  of  the  whole  New  Trfhi- 
roem-church,  confiding  of  Gendfes  u  well 
**  ■  Other  wife  iheie  was  nothing  rn 

CmphAs’i  word*,  about  the  whole  twtton** 

f  1  ’ 


periling,  that  could  he  conftmed  as  prophe¬ 
tic  of  ChriiV*  gathering  together  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  God,  that  were  Gtrtfifas;  But  which 
ever  way  we  take  tbeEvangetitita  meujing,  1 
do  not  Jet  how  tt  can  extend  to  the  whole 
nation  of  the  Jrwr,  and  all  indivifels 
among  the  nations  of  the  Geadltjt  or  &n 
tignify  any  more  than  the  true /free/  of  God 
in  both;  For  he  /peaks  of  fbdi  a  fruit  of 
ChriiVs  death*  as  mould  late  then*  from  pe- 
i ifhing,  and  fhoutd  be  to  gather  to* 

grffftr  (Be  tbifdrea  of  Gad  into  one  fpiriKti) 
body  Under  Chrifl,  aii/wtrahle  to  the  liVf 
language  that  is  uffd  ia  it*v,  v*  j* 


Ch.  li. 

together  for  to 
put  him  to  death. 

54  Jefos  iherc 
fore  walked  no 
mm  openly  a* 
rooog  the  jew*  ; 
but  went  thence 

into  a  country 
[Mur  to  the  nil- 
derntrs,  into  a 
city  diked  E- 
phraim^nd  thrrr 

Continued  wilL 

hi*  difdplc*. 


Tie 


15  And  the 
Jews  paflover  was 
nigh  at  hand : 
and  many  *cot 
out  of  the  wart* 
try  up  to  Jtru* 

ftlem  before  the 
paflbvc^to  purify 
thc&ifcives- 


56  Then  fought 
they  for  Jeliu, 
and  fpike  among 
thcmfelvu  ,  as 
they  flood  in  the 
tern  pie  ^  What 
think  ye,  that  he 
will  not  come  to 
the  feafl  ? 

57  Now  both 
die  chief  priefts 
and  the  PJuri- 
fbes  had  given  a 
command  ment  , 
that,  if  any  man 
knew  where  he 
litre,  he  *  Ihould 
Jhew  iff  that  they 
might  ukc  him 


■ 

together  about  the  propertft  opportunity,  and  the  lafeft 
method  for  compelling  it. 

54  Our  hlefTed  Lord  therefore  well  knowing  their 
fecret  andrefolute  combination  againft  bis  life,  and  that 
the  rime* appointed  of  the.  Father  for  his  death  was  not 
yet  fully  come,  prudently  declined  walking ubour  openly, 
as  he  was  wont,  to  preach  and  work  miracles  among  the 
Jrws%  »t  Jfmjoiemy  and  the  parts  adjacent :  But  he 
withdrew  to  a  certain  town  called  *  Ephraim ,  which  lay 
in  a  remote,  and  more  retired  part  of  the  country,  bor¬ 
dering  upon  the  wilderncfs  of  Judea  ;  and  there  fi«Tf4Sij 
he  fpent  his  time  in  private  convetfarion  with  his  dil- 
c Spies,  till  within  fix  days  of  the  paflbver,  {chap,  xii*  1.) 

55  At  length  the  Jcu'iJb  pa (Tortr  drew  near,  which 
was  the  f aft  that  Jefus  eat  with  his  difcjples,  or  that  was 
ever  celebrated  by  divine  authority,  he  having  foon  after 
legally  put  an  end  to  Typical  folcmnity,  by  the 
facrifice  of  himfelf ;  And  great  multitudes  from  all  parts 

of  the  country  repaired  to  Jerufahmy  as  ufual,  firnie  lit¬ 
tle  time  beforehand,  that  they  who  had  coni  rafted  any 
ceremonial  uncleannefs,  might  perform  the  rites  of  pu¬ 
rification  appointed  in  the  law,  in  order  to  their  parta¬ 
king  of  that  religious  feaft. 

56  The  city  therefore  filling  apace,  and  our  Lord  not 
appearing  there,  the  pecple  fought  after  him  ;  and,  at 
their  meeting  together  in  the  temple,  faid  one  to  another, 
What  are  your  thoughts  about  Jefus’s  iiot  being  here  ? 
Will 

or  will  ne  iray  away 

57  Now,  though  feme  might  afk  thefe  eft  ions  out 
of  good-will  toward  htm,  beingdefirous  to  fee  and  hear 
him,  and  get  good  by  him  j  and  others  our  of  mere  cu- 
riofity  ;  yet  there  were  others,  that  wanted  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  chief  priefts  and  Pharifees  s 
For  they,  as  a  council,  had  i  Jibed  out  orders,  ftriftly  re¬ 
quiring  upon  pain  of  their  utmoft  difpleafure,  that  if 
anyone  knew  where  be  was,  he  (hould  not  conceal  him, 
but  Jhould  forthwith  difeover  him  to  them,  that  they 

might  apprehend  him,  and  profecute  him  even  unto 
death* 


r*V  UJLPU^il  to  ai/UML  O  I1UI  hWI  t  L 

I  he,  according  to  ettftom,  come  up  to  this  pa  Hover, 
ill  he  ftav  away  for  fear  ol  his  enemies  ? 


recollections. 

How  common  Is  it  for  fuch  as  dhrift  Wes,  and  as  fincerdy  lore  him,  to  be,  like 
Lazarus,  tick  unto  death,  and,  like  Alary  and  Martha^  mourning  the  Jofs  of 
the  dcareft  friends  and  comforts  of  life !  But  what  encouragements  may  they 
take  from  his  love,  to  apply  in  all  their  dtftreflcs  to  him  1  Though  he  may  forae- 

times 


N  O 

*  This  Efbrriix  wu  G>  obfenr*  a  place* 
ffat  it  is  utircfrain  where  it  flood,  or  who 
Ac*  it  were  Eptrafdlt*  in  the  tribe  of  7*ddh> 


T  JL 

or  Epkrrim  in  the  tribe  of  Benjamin :  BiU 
which  ever  ic  was,  it  probably  bordered  on 
tht  wiUcrncfs  of  J:tdcaw 


a 
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times  delay  an.aufwer,  and  we  may  be  apt  to  misjudge '  his  conduit,  and  give 
Wiiy  to  unbelief,  while  we  look  at  the  difeou raging  circwmftancea  that  fu  mound 
«s,  inftead  of  looking  to  the  promifes  and  power  of  Chrift;  and  though  we  may 
expert  a  reproof  for  it ;  yet  now  does  he  bear  with  us*  and  wait  to  be  gracious, 
that  be  may  glorify  his  own  and  his  Father's  name,  improve  our  faith,  and  do 
us  good,  m  abetter  way  than  we  ourfdves  defired  !~With  what  ohearfulitefs 
and  diligence  fhould  we  follow  hi*  example,  in  working  for  God  whilft 
it  is  day,  fincc  death  will  foon  put  a»  end  to  all  opportunities  forit  I  How 
willingly  fhould  we  take  onr  lot  with  our  Lord*  for  this  world  and  the  next  l 
And  why  Ihould  behever®  be  afraid  of  dying,  to  Peep  in  Jefus,  who  will  awaken 
them  again  in  the  morning  of  a  bit  fled  rrfhrrc&on  !  Ben  old  the  God  in  him, 
whn  fpote  of  himfelf  as  the  object  of  faith,  as  the  refunrlHon  and  the  life, 
mid,  by  his  absolute  word  of  command,  quickened  Lazarus  from  the  dead,  and 
called  him  forth  out  of  his  grave  i  And  behold  in  him  the  man  of  like  natural 
paffinns  with  onrfelves,  when  on  moving  occalions  he  groaned  in  fpirit*  and 
(lied  tears  of  grief !  And  how  admirably  did  Providence  over-rule  various  dr- 
ciiuiftances*  that  in  their  ways  he  might  sUft  both  the  God  and  the  Man,  before 
many  credible  witnefles !  WbatfoeYer  we  believe  concerning  him,  onr  faith  is 
vaftly  defective,  unlefs  it  relts  upon  him  as  that  Saviour,  who  is  the  Son  of 
God,  in  fuch  a  peculiar  and  exalted  fenfc,  as  to  be  himJHf  Ood,  and  whofe  own 
power  can  perform  all  things  for  usv  We  may  therefore  think  we  hear  him  fey- 
jug  to  us,  Believed  thou  this  ?  Ami  wc  fhould  not  be  fatislied  till  we  can  an- 
fwer*  Yea,  Lord,  we  believe  it.^-Uow  kind  and  compaffioeate  is  he  to  bis 
ntllt^ied  friends;  how  tenderly  does  hr  fympatbize  with  thtm  ;  what  rich  cun- 
folttions  may  they  find  in  him  under  all  thrirtroublcs;  howeaftlycan  he  makeup 
their  greatest  Ioffes,  and  redo  re  former  mercies  beyond  all  their  own  hopes 
whenever  he  pleafcs;  ard  how  readily  fhould  we  go  to  meet  with  Jcfos  1  And, 
when  once  he  appears,  how  great  is  the  joy,  what  (never  our  forrowa  were  be¬ 
fore  l  The  Jen vs  tbemfclirs,  may  indctti  teach  us  fjrmpatliy  with  our  mourning 
friends;  but  none  pities  like  Chrift,  and  none  can  relieve  like  him :  And  O  wbat 
wight  we  not  hope  fur,  had  he  but  faith  to  depend  upon  him.  according  to  his 
wonl  I  And  what  glorious  things  will  he  work  for  them  that  believe  m  bun  ! 
Though  they  mult  die  out  of  this  world,  like  other  men,  they  fhall  not  die  for 
ever;  but  he  will  raife  them  up  to  a  htefled  immortality  in  a  better.  Rut  alas! 
]iow  great  are  the  prejudices  that  are  found  again  ft  hi  min  men  of  carnal  minds? 
Though  they  thcmfclves  were  to  fee  him  open  the  eyes  of  them  that  were  born 
blind,  and  raife  them  to  Kfe  that  had  been  dead  long  enough  to  (tin k  in  their 
paves ;  yet  unlcfs  the  fame  divine  power  be  exerted  to  open  the  eyes  of  their 
own  underftan dings,  and  quicken  than  to  a  fpmtual  life,  they  will  not  believe 
in  him  to  eternal  life :  While  fume*  through  grace,  are  brought  over  to  him; 
others,  from  worldly  views*  endeavour  to  expofe,  and  take  counfH  againft  him: 
Bat  all  their  devices  Hull  be  over- ruled  to  fiibfcrve  the  falvation  of  the  children 
of  God  of  all  nations,  wherever  they  arcTcattered  abroad;  and  whatfoever may 
he  the  defign  of  men  a  gain  ft  Chrift,  and  the  various  thoughts  of  their  hearts 
concerning  btra,  he  will  carry  on,  and  finiih  his  work,  iu  his  own  time  and 

1W* 
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Mary  anoints  CbriJFs  feet  at  Bethany,  i,— 8.  The  people  flock  to  fee 
him  and  Lazarus,  9. ,  The  chief  priefis  confult  to  kill  Chrifit  10,  11. 
He  rides  in  triumph  tj  Jerufalem)  12, — 19*  Thf  Greeks  defire.  to 
fee  hat 1,  20,— ;  2 .  He  foretels  bis  death  and  its  effefls,  2  j, — 33. 
His  folemn  •morning  to  the  Jews,  34,  36.  The  continued  infidelity  of 

fhe  generality  <f  thea^  though  feme  if  the  rulers  believed  him  to  be 

tU 
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4<*> 


TtIT. 

^PHen  Jeiiis,  fix 
•*  day*  before 
the  paflbvertcanje 
to  Bethany,  where 

^hL:h  bad  been 

tlcad,  whum  he 
Miicd  from  the 
ucad.  , v 

a  There  they 
made  him  a  Top¬ 
per,  and  Martha 
fared ;  but  Li- 
urus  was  one  of 
them  that  fa  kc 
the  table  with 
\ lien* 


the  Mejfiah,  but  did  net  own  ton,  37, — 43.  He  ajftrti  ins  divine 

mijfien,  44, — 50 . 

Paraphrase. 

'M'  0  W  the  time  appointed  of  God  for  the  death  of 
Chrift  being  juft  at  hand,  he,  to  fljew  bis  great 
readinefs  for  yielding  obedience  to  his  Father’s  will  there'* 
in,  we  nr  the  day  before  the  fabbath,  Gs  complete  days 
before  tbe  paflover,  to  the  village  called  Bethany ,  where 
Lazarus  dwelt,  whom  he- had  miraculoully  re  (tor  td  to 
life,  {chap.  xi.  43,  44.  fee  the  note  on  Maith.  xxvi.  6.) 

2  Upon  hia  arrival  thither,  his  friends  provided  a 
handfome  entertainment,  and  invited  him,  and  (tier.. 
4.)  his  di Triples  with  him  to  fopper,  that  being  tbe  prin¬ 
cipal  meal  among  the  Jews ;  and  Martha,  to  teftify  her 
gratitude,  veneration,  and  efteera,  waited  upon  him 
like  a  fervant,  *  though  (he  wasa  perfon  of  conGderahle 
rank  :  But  Lazarus  hiinfelf  Cat  at  table  with  him,  that 
all  the  company  might  be  witnelTes  of  his  being  alive 
and  in  health,  and  of  his  eating,  drinking,  and  con  vet - 
fmg  again  like  other  men. 

3  Then  Mary,  the  other  filler  of  Lazarus,  that  fhe 

might  likewife  pay  her  giatefal  acknowledgment  of 
Ch rift’s  favour,  and  her  honourable  regard  to  him, 
brought  a  pound  of  odoriferous  ointment,  made  of  the 
mo  ft  genuine  andcoftly  fpikenard  ;  and  coming 

behind  him,  as  he  (it  at  table  with  his  feet  thruft  out 
backwards,  fhe  fuppled  his  feet  with  the  ointment,  and 
wiped  them  with  her  own  hair,  as  thinking  that  (be 
could  not  humble  herfelf  too  much,  in  expre  fling  her 
veneration  of  fuch  a  great  Lord  and  friend ;  And .  that 
fhe  might  further  teftify  her  faith  in  him  as  Meffiah,  the 
King,  and  might  add  another  token  of  the  higheft honour 
that  was  anciently  put  upon  thegreateftperfonages,  {Pfal* 
xxiii.  5.)  (he  poured  the  reft  of  the  ointment  upon  his 
head,  {Mnttb.  uvi.  7.  fee  the  note  there)  the  perfume 
of  which  di  dulled  a  grateful  (cent  thro’  the  whole  room, 
and  was  a  fit  emblem  of  thefweet  odour  of  Chrift’s  ap¬ 
proaching  death  and  (acrifice,  and  of  the  graces  of  bis  Spi¬ 
rit,  which  Qioiild  be  (bed  abroad  in  confcquence  thereof. 

4,  $  Hereupon  Judas  I/cafiot ,  who  was  the  fon  of 
one  Simon ,  and  an  apoftle  of  Chrift,  difeovered  a  malig¬ 
nant.  difeanteqt  at  the  honour, done  to  his  Lord,  faying, 

What 

T  E. 

thdi*  being  in  hooic  of  entertainment  to 
our  Lord  and  hi*  diiciple*,  he  probably  lod¬ 
ging  there,  when  he  returned  from  7 mfa* 
km  to  df&Mj  every  evening  of  the  Ian  week 
of  hit  life,  which  he  now  entered  upoo. 


3  Then  look 

a  pound 
of  ointment,  of 
Tpikeiurd,  wry 
entity,  ?n4  a* 
nointod  the  feet 
of  jcfti],  and  wi¬ 
ped  hU  feet  with 
her  hair  :  and  the 
hotitc  vu  filled 
with  the  oduar  of 
the  ointment 


4  Then  fat h 
one  of  his  difd* 
pics,  Judas  lies- 
riot,  Simon's pn r, 

which 

hf  P 

*  1c  tppgn  (tut  Martha  was  a  perfon  of 
Tome  figure,  from .  the  great  reipeft  that  was 
paid  to  tier  and  her  filler,  in  vuiU  and  coo- 
dnUnces,  it  Lazana's  death,  as  welt  as  from 
die  coflly  ointment  that  her  filler  tried  in 
gtyof wing  ChriiTs  feet,  (vrr,  3,)  aoi  from 


4*Q 
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which  ftould  be* 

tny  him, 

f  Why  was  not 
tins  oinrme-nt  raid 
fir  three  hundred 
pence,  and  riven 
to  the  poor: 

tf  Thisheftid, 
not  that  he  cared 

for  the  poor*  hut 

team ft  he  ws  a 
thief,  and  had 

the  hag,  and  bare 
vbmt  vu  put 
thocia. 


7  TTien  faid 
Ixf  her  a- 
one:  ftgjhiri  the 
day  of  my  bwrj-- 
io^  hath  Kept 

this. 


8  For  the  poor 
alwvys  ye  have 
with  you  t  hut 
me  ye  have  not 

llwayv 


0  Moeh  people 
of  the  Jews  therc^ 

lore  knew  that  Jie 
was  there*:  and 
they  came>  not  for 
Jefiw  fake  only, 

but 


What  an  extravapanr  wafle  is  this,  without  any  manner 
of  occaliou  for  it  ?  Why  (hould  our  Matter  or  we  fuffer 
fuch  profnfenefs?  Would  it  not  hrfve  been  much  better 
to  have  fold  this  rich  ointment  for  the  great  price  it  would 
have  fetched*  (fee  the  note  on  Mark  xiv.  5*)  and  to 
have  relieved  the  poor  with  it  ? 

6  The  reafoo  of  Judai*$  fpeakingin  this  manner  was* 
not  that  he  had  any  real  concern*  as  he  pretended,  for 
the  poor ;  bur  becaufe  he  was  a  man  of  a  covetous  tem¬ 
per  and  difhone  ft  principle  j  and  what  little  money  Cluift 
and  his  difciples  had  for  neceffary  fupp]ie£,'wa$cum- 
mittedtohis  keeping*  who,  had  the  price  of  this  ointment 
been  put  into  his' hands,  might  have  purloined  Come  of 
it,  or  run  away  with  it  alb  in  cafe  the  frittering  days 
which  his  matter  talked  of  Ihould  come, 

7  Our  Lord  therefore,  (*}  knowing  his  wicked  de¬ 
sign,  but  caking  no  publie  notice  of  ir,  replied,  (•w) 
Do  not  be  fevere  upon  this  good  woman,  let  her  go  011 
peaceably  with  thefe  tefti monies  of  her  refped  to  me : 
She  herein,  by  a  fpecial  direction  of  providence*  adls 
more  fuitubly  than  you  are  aware  of,  to  my  circurru 
fiances,  who  am  juft  ready  to  be  put  to  death,  and,  in 
effect,  is  only  expending  that  upon  me  a  little  before 
my  burial,  which  you  cannot  deny  to  have  been  a  fit 
refer ve  for  an  embalment,  which  (he  will  have  no  op* 
port  unity  for,  after  it. 

8  And  as  heknew  ih?t  others  of  the  diftiples  had  like- 
wife  been  influenced,  by  ywdkrVplaufible  pretence  of 
charity,  to  find  fault  with  what  Mary  had  done,  {Matth* 
xxvi.  8,  9,)  he  told  them  there  was  no  occafton  for  their 
uncafinefs  on  that  account:  For,  laid  he,  in  thedifpo* 
fate  of  providence,  in  fuch  a  world  of  fin  and  mi  firry  ss 
this,  there  will  be  always  poo/ people  enough  living  3- 
mong  yop,  to  furniih  opportunities  for  liberality  and 
Companion  toward  them,  according  to  your  ability, 
whenever  ye  may  be  inclined  to  it;  but  in  a  very  little 
time  I  (hall  be  no  longer  corporally  prefent  with  you, 
and  all  opportunities  will  Coon  be  over  of  Ihewing  any 
kindnefsor refpe£t  to  mein  perfon  again. 

9  NowasCbrift  was  at  Bethany^'  within  left  tharr  two 
miles  of  Jeru/akm%  ah un dance  of  the  Jews  foon  heard 
of  bis  being  there;  and,  as  the  fame  of  his  late  furpri- 
zing  miracle  was  fpread  among  them,  they  immediately 
Socked  *  thither,  not  merely  for  the  fake  of  feeing  and 
bearing  him,  but  that  they  might  like  wife  fee  and  con* 

veife 


NOTE. 

*  If*  «  we  have  foppdy,  Cfcrift  vu  *t  that  this  company  cioc  to  Btt&asj 
thi*  entertainment  oo  the  enniur,  u  foon  u  ire*t  diy,  which,  was  the  flrEt  day  of  lh* 
tkefabbath  wu  over,  it  Is  highly  probable  week* 


Ch.  in» 

but  that  th?y 

m  i|*h  i  fit  Laza¬ 
rus  *rhom  he 
had  raifcil  from 
the  dead. 

ioButthreh»cf 
priefts  con  fill  ted 
that  ifcey 
put  L^gartu  aifo 

to  death ; 

it  Eteauferkrt 
by  rcalim  oc  him 
many  of  the  Jews 
went  awayt  and 

believed  on  Jefua- 

ii  Ontherce\t 
day,  nvjch  people 
that  were  come  to 
the  f«tl#  when 
they  fi«M.  that 
Jo (iis  wjs  coming 
to  fcvu^lem, 

1 1  T*m»t  bran- 
chr-n  of  palm- 
trtr*,  and  went 
forth  to  meet  him, 

and  eiiciL  Hu(£in- 
n  tin  MefTed  Mthe 
Rini»nf  ifradthat 

■T1! 

enmeth  in  the 
E  aaie  of  the  I  J)fd+ 


14  And  Jefaf, 

wh?n  he  had 
fmind  a  you  ng  aft, 
Ifut  thereon  f  as  it 
is  writirn, 

t  f  F  car  not, 
daughter  of  St*m: 
behold,  thy  King 
cornet  h  y  lit  rt  Dgon 
y9  add  colt* 


The  E vangclift  John  paraphrafed.  411 

W 

verfe  with  Lazarus  himfelf,  whom  he  had  brought  to 
life  again  from  the  dead. 

10  But.  the  chief  priefts,  indead  of  being.foftened,  or 
fuitably  affirmed  with  fuch  a  wonderful  in  ft  an  ce  of 
Chrift’s  power  and  good  nets,  were  fitted  with  rage  and 
envy  at  it ;  and  confpired  again  ft  the  life  of  Lazarus, 
which  had  been  thus  miraculously  reftored,  refoJving  to 
put  him,  as  well  as  Jefu3,  to  death; 

j  1  Bccaufe,  by  means  of  this  undeniable,  living  proof 
of  Chriit’s  divine  character,  many  of  the  Jews  were  in-, 
duced  to  think  meanly  of  their  rulers,  and  defert  their 
party,  and  to  believe  that  JeJiu  was  the  Mefliah,  not* 
withltanding  all  that  hie  enemies  could  fay  to  the  contrary. 

12,  13  And  fo  great  an  intereft  did  he  hereby  obtain 
in  the  affeitions  of  the  people,  that  the  next  day,  thf 
Second  day  of  theweek,  vail  multitudes  of  them,  that 
were  come  from  all  parts  to  Jerufalem  again  ft  the  pa  Ho¬ 
ver,  when  they  heard  that  he  was  repairing  thither  too, 
gathered  boughs  of  palnMrees,  and  went  out  of  the  ci¬ 
ty  to  meet  him ;  and  ftrewtng  fome  of  their  branches  in 
the  way,  {Matth.  xxi.  8.)  and  carrying  others  in  their 
hands,  they  attended  him  in  folemn  proceftion,  and 
fliouted  aloud  with  all  the  joy  that  ufed  to  be  exprefled, 
together  with  thefe  ceremonies,  at  the  feaft  of  taberna¬ 
cles,  {Lev.  xxiii.  40.  and  PfaL  cxviii,  25,  26.)  laying, 
Hof  anna,  Mayallprofperity,  vlftory,  and  fucceft,  crown 
the- long  expefted,  and  now  piefent  King  of  Ifraell 
May  he  reign  and  triumph  for  ever  !  B Idled  be  his  glo¬ 
rious  name;  we  rejoice  in  him,  and  bid  him  welcome, 
who  is  come  from  God  himfelf,  and  is  cloathed  with 
his  authority,  as  our  Meftiah,  to  fave  us  from  all  our  e- 
nemies,  and  to  load  us  with  his  benefits.  (See  the  notes 
on  Matth.  xxi.  9.) 

14,  15  And  as. the  people  thus  furrounded  him  with 
acclamations  and  praties,  Jefus  h  imfdf, having  procured  a 
young  aft,  rode  upon  it  in  a  way  of  uncommon  tri¬ 
umph,  with  circumftances  of  abatement,  finable  to  his 
Hate  of  humiliation,  and  with  a  (hew  of  grandeur,  that 
prefigured  his  approaching  exaltation  to  the  kingdom : 
And  this  was  ordered  in  providence,  though  undefin¬ 
ed  by  the  people,  to  be  a  literal  accomplilhmem  of  an 
infpired  prophecy  concerning  the  Meffiah,  {Zech.  ix.  9.) 
where  it  is  faid.  Rejoice  greatly,  0  daughter  if  Zion  t 
Jbmt ,  0  daughter  if  Jerufalem  ;  let  yonr  joy  expel  all 
your  former  Kars,  O  every  fon  and  daughter  of  the  new 
Jerufalem ,  and  heavenly  Ziottf  Behold,  thy  King  nmeth 
unto  thee  t  he  is  juft,  and  having  falvation ,  lowly,  and 
riding  upon  an  afs ,  and  upon  a  colt,  the  foie  of  an  aft* 
(See  the  notes  on  Matth .  xxi,  5,  7.) 


16  While 


cb.  liu 


4« 


7 Evangefiji  Jo  bn  parapbrafcd* 


id  Tbefe  thing* 
under  Rood  not  hi  i 
diftiplc*  at  the 
firft :  bat,  when 
Jcfus  was  glorifi¬ 
ed,  then  remem¬ 
bered  tft&Y  that 

theft  thing*  were 
written  of  him, 
sod  ibat  they  had 
done  theft  things 

iuuo  him* 


1 7  The  people 
therefax  that  was 
with  him,  when 
be  called  Lazarus 
dm  of  his  grave, 
and  railed  him 
from  the  dead, 
bare  record* 

*3  For  this 
Caofc  the  people 
alft>  pier  him,  tor 
that  they  heard 
that  he  hid  done 
this  miracle*  v 
-  tpThtPharifce* 
therefore  ftid  a- 
niortg  thcmfclvcs, 
Verwive-  re  how 
ye  prevail  no¬ 
thing  ?  behold , 
the  world  U  gone 
after  him* 


16  While  tbefe  things  were  tranCa  cling,  the  difdples 
of  our  Lord  were  fo  far  from  ufingany  under-hand  me¬ 
thods  to  promote  them,  that  they  had  no  notion  of  their 
reference  to  the  Mcffiah's  character ;  But  when  he  was 
afterwards  exalted  to  bis  heavenly  throne,  and  (hed 
down  his  Spirit  upon  them  from  on  high,  their  undcr- 

ftandings  were  enlightened,  and,  to  the  confirmation  of 
their  faith,  they  perfectly  recollected  that  thefe  very 
circum  fiances  were  foretold  in  prophecy,  and  had  heeu 
punctually  fulfilled  in  him. 

17  The  immediate  occafion  of  which  was  this,  tbofe 
peifons,  who  were  prefent,  when  Jefus  raifed  Lazarus 
from  the  dead,  declared  that  they  law  him  come  out  of 
the  grave,  at  Chrilfs  authoritative  word  of  command. 

18  This  was  the  principal  reafon,  why  (b  great  a 
multitude,  at  that  time,  went  out  of  the  city  to  meet 
and  applaud  him,  in  that  public  manner*  as  the  Mef> 
fiah  1  for  they  were  well  fatUfied  by  the  report  of  tbefe 
credible  eye-witneffes,  that  be  had  really  wrought  this 
very  extraordinary  and  furprizing  miracle. 

1 9  The  Pharifies  hereupon  were  filled  with  the  ut- 
moft  rage  and  vexation*  faying  one  to  another*  Alas !  to 
what  little  purpofe  are  all  our  authority  and  zeal*  threat- 
nings  and  perfuafione,  contrivances  and  oppofition  to 
fupprefs  this  man  ?  Inftead  of  the  peoples  being  reftrain- 
cd  by  our  attempts  againil  him,  they  grow  mbre  fond 
of  him  than  ever.  Look  what  a  *  world  of  them  run 


And  there 
.  certain 


after  him,  and  are  all  at  once  become  .his  difcipUs! 
What  will  this  come  to  at  length,  unlefs  fotne  more 
fpeedy  and  effe&ual  courfe  be  taken,  than  we  have  yet 
gone  Into,  to  put  a  (lop  to  it  ? 

20  And  at  the  lame  time,  (ome  religious  per- 
fons  among  the  Gtntiles  were  ftirred  up  to  earned  in¬ 
quiries  after  Jefus :  There  were,  for  inftance*  feveraL 
Greeks  f*  who  being  profelytes  of  the  gate  came  up  to 

Jenifalemt 
E 


.  N  °  T 

•The  -world  is  litre,  **  In  many  other 
P^s*  evidently  to  be  nnderftood  with  rc- 
(biflion,  and  qq  only  iigni/y  great  Dumber* 
of  all  forts  of  people,  efrecfcilSy  of  the  Iown- 
«r  rank* 

+  ^***v*r  the  G reeks t  and  Ejjmittiu  the 
Grtofenj,  are  very  different  in  the  ftile  of  the 
Hew  Teftwnent*  The  Grecians  or  Htlfemfts 
an  mentioned,  a*  I  think,  only  in  jtfffj  vL 
x.  and  ix*  to*  ax d  id  *0,  and  Ggnlfy  fuch 
7r^fi  as  fcatteied  abroad  in  Gentile  na- 
lioni*  sod  uftd  the  Greek  language.  But  the 
Greeks  are  mentioned  a  do  ten  time*  in  the 
New  Teflroient,  and  properly  fijjnlfy  Greeks 
by  natioQ  or  birth  t  Tbefe,  being  a  nno^a- 
cd  people  for  learning  among  the  Geniikl^ 


S. 

are  fbmctimcs  put  for  the  Gentile  nation*  in 
general,  in  opposition  lo  the  Jna*t  a*  in 
Jfrm.  i.  16.  end  ii.  p,  to.  compared  with  vr* 
14.  and  at  other  times  for  the  more  polite 
G  entile Sy  in  apportion  to  the  move  rode  and 
barbarous  nation*  among  them,  a*  in  JSjwt. 
t  14.  It  i*  probable,  as  Grotiut  thinkr,  that 
thefe  Greek  were  SpvfhemaaKSt  who  dwelt 
about  *L*yre  and  and,  by  mean*  of  their 
Commerce,  were  acquainted  with  the  Gable* 
oar,  and  particularly  with  Pki&fr  who  wat  a 
man  of  Bethfrida  in  Ga&Uc  of  the  tftrfi/tt, 
(ver.  xi.)  And  they  arc  move  generally 
thought  to  be  profdyK*  of  the  gate,  who 
tHed  at  public  folemnitk*  10  repair  tojkrafo* 
lw>  to  worship;  though,  oot  being  erreum- 


Ch .  Xii. 

p 

Greeks  among 
them,  chat  came 

up  to  worftiip  at 
the  fea  fl.  ! 

ii  The  fame 
carr.e  therefore  to 
rhilipfWhich  wu 
of  Beth  ft  ids  of 
Galilee,  and  do- 
iUe<l  him,  faying, 
Sir,  w«  would  ice 

Jefii*, 


«  Philip  co¬ 
met  h  and  tel  loth 
Andrew;  and  a- 
gain  Andrew  and 
Philip  told  Jefus. 


13  And  Jefa» 
infwercd  them , 
laying,  The  hour 
is  cotpe  that  the 

Son  of  man  ftonld 
be  glorified* 


14  Vetily  wi¬ 
ly  1  lay  unto  you. 
Except  a  corn  of 
wheat  fall  into  the 
ground,  and  die* 
it  abideth  alone ; 
hut,  if  tc  die, 
It  bringcih  forth 
much  fruit* 


The  Evangelijl  John  paraphrafed,  41* 

Jervfaiem,  to  worlhip  in  the  coun  of,  the  Gentiles  at 
the  great  feftival,  which  was  then  at  hand. 

21  Thefe  firing  heard  fo  much  of  him,  and  having 
fome  knowledge  of  Philip,  who  was  one  of  his  difciplca, 
and  bad  been  an  inhabitant  of  Bethfaida ,  which  lay  in 
Galilee  of  the  Gentiles,  went  to  him,  *  two  or  three 
days  after  the  public  entry,  and  begged  the  favour  of 
him  to  introduce  them  into  ChriiVs  company,  faying. 
Sir,  we  would  fain  fee  Jefus,  and  have  a  little  conver- 
fation  with  him,  that  we  ourfeWes  may  be  acquainted 
with  bis  doQiine,  and  may  know  what  judgment  to 
form  concerning  him. 

12  But  as  Chrift  had  dtfeouraged  converfes  with  the 
Gentiles ,  ( Mattb  x.  5.)  and  might  be  ftill  more  eipofed 
to  the  fury  of  bis  enemies  by  appearing  in  company 
with  thefe,  Philip  conl'utted  Andrew,  a  Senior  difciple, 
and  one  of  bis  own  townfmen,  { chap ,  t.  44.}  about 
the  expediency  of  mentioning  this  icqudt  to  Jefus; 
and  they,  agreeing  together,  went  and  acquainted  him 
with  it. 

23  To  which  Jefus  replied.  The  fet  time  appointed 
of  the  Father  is  juft  at  band,  when  I,  the  Mcffiah,  {hall 
be  highly  honoured  in  the  faivation,  not  of  Jews  only, 
but  of  Gentiles  alfo,  that  (hall  be  brought  to  know  and 
believe  in  me ;  an  earn  eft  and  fpecimen  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  importunate  defire  of  tbefe  Greeks,  to  fee 
and  convetfe  with  me. 

24  1,  who  am  Truth  itfelf,  alTuredly  tell  you,  that  as 
a  grain  of  wheat,  which  is  fown  in  the  earth,  yields  no 
increafe,  unlefs  its  prefent  form  die  or  perifhf;  but, 
if  it  dies,  it  becomes  exceeding  fruitful :  So  were  I  to 
continue  in  my  prefent  ftate  in  this  world,  and  never 
to  die  afacrifice  for  fin,  and  be  buried  in  the  grave,  tbe 
great  defign  of  my  office  would  be  defeated,  and  I 
Ihould  not  have  the  honour  of  railing  up  a  fpiriral  feed 

to 


NOTES. 


erfed,  they  were  not  fu  Acred  to  tit  the^  pa£ 
lover  f  Accordingly  it  is  here  only  faid  of 
theft  Grcrto,  that  they  came  to  Jerufaltm  to 

vofihip. 

*  A*  Chrift  made  hii  entry  into  Jmtfabm 
on  the  fecond  day  of  that  week  in  which 
he  crucified,  and  it  U  fold*  (L«h  ill* 
47. ;  that  he  taught  daily  in  the  temple,  which 
intimates,  thu  redid  ft  fome  days  at  led l 
in  that  week;  ft  as  fbon  as  he  had  finifhed 
tktdikuurfe.  occafiowd  by  this  reqneft  of 
the  (irffh,  it  u  {ver,  3^}  that  he  de¬ 
parted  md  hid  himfdf:  And  therefore  it 
fcems  to  have  been  two  or  three  days  after 
his  piil ilk  entry  into  Jft-ufatem,  that  they 

applied  to  Philip  to  introduce  them  to  Jeiiit 


f  \itawMtji  obftrrc*  that  theft  words 
ought  to  have  a  pankuhremphalis,  in  which 
our  Lord*  agreeable  to  h is  infinite  know¬ 
ledge*  Is  pleaTed  to  Jingle  out  from  among  fo 
many  thoufands  of  foods,  in  which  the  con¬ 
trary  obtains*  the  only  one  aim  oft  which 
dies  in  the  earth ;  and  which  therefor*  was 
an  exceeding  proper  fimUifude,  and  peculi¬ 
arly  accommodated  to  rhatpnrpoft  for  which 
he  intended  to  uft  i:»  fee  Mig*  Phikj,  Cwh 
it mpL  a  3*  5  xL  Where,  for  proof,  he  refer* 
to  Dr*  Grrv's  anatomy  of  plants ;  and 
Malpbig*  dt  /««*  whoft  ohiervatjoim 

are,  diat  the  like  i$  not  found  in  any  other 
graio,  betides  the  gicac  fcasp  and  ml/tt-mU-- 


4*4 


if  He  tint  \o~ 
Mh  Jii*  lifo  thill 
!□&  it  i  uuL  he 
thathateth  his  life 
in  this  world  fail 
keep  it  unto  hie 
eternal* 


16  If  any  mui' 
Jervc  me,  let  him 

foJlow  me :  and 
where  1  am  there 
fall  a|fo  my  tr* 

Taut  bet  if  any 
maofen«merhin> 
will  *9  Father  ho¬ 
nour* 


ay  it  my 

fail  troubled:  and 
what  lhalt  I  fsy  ? 
Father,  €m  me 
froa  tfaii  hour ; 
but  for  this  can  ft 
came  1  urfto  this 


The  Evangefijl  John  paraphraftd.  Ch.  xiu 

to  bear  mine  image,  and  {hew  forth  my  praUe:  But  if 
I  am  made  an  offering  for  fin,  and  pour  ont  my  foul 
unto  death,  /  jball fee  my  feed,  and  the  pUafurt  cf  the 
bard  vfUl  prefper  in  my  hand,  \lfa.  liu.  10,  1 2.)  that  I 
may  he  glorified  in  converting,  and  faring  multitudes 
of  all  nations,  and  in  their  adoring  fongs,  as  the  reward 
of  my  differing*  and  death. 

25  Then,  to  (hew  his  difciple*  that  the  benefits  be 
fpoke  of,  as  the  fruit  of  bis  death,  were  not  of  a  rem  * 
poral,  but  of  a  fpiiitual  and  eternal  nature,  he  proceed* 
ed  to  tell  them  that  they  tnuft  be  conformed  to  him  iu 
{offerings,  as  ever  they  would  be  parts  hers  of  glory  with 
him,  faying,  "Whoever  is  lb  fond  of  this  prefer) t  life 
and  its  enjoyments,  as  to  deny,  difown,  or  reject  me, 
that  he  may  avoid  fucb  perfeentions  and  dangers  as 
would  expole  him  to  death  for  my  take,  (hall  certainly 
fall  Ihort  of  that  eternal  glory  and  bleffednefs  which 
bed  defer ves  the  name  of  life.  And,  on  the  contrary, 
whoever  (hall  be  fo  indifferent  to  the  prefent  life  and  all 
its  comforts,  as  even  to  hate  every  unworthy  means  of 
preferring  it,  fucb  as  difowning  or  denying  me,  (lull 
furely  inherit  eternal  life,  which  is  the  higbed  happinefs 
he  can  be  capable  of. 

26  So  that  if  any  one  would  be  a  true  difciple  and 
fervant  to  me,  let  him  follow  my  example,  and  the  in¬ 
timating  of  my. word,  providence,  and  Spirit,  when¬ 
ever  they  may  lead  him  j  and  for  his  encouragement  1 
affure  him,  that  in  the  bleffed  world,  where  in  a  juft 
fenfe  1  now  am,  and  where,  in  a  little  time  I  {hall  be, 
and  abide  in  my  human  nature  for  ever,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap.  via.  34.}  there  (hall  fucb  a  fervant  of  mine  he 
alfo  with  me,  to  behold  my  glory :  If  any  man  in  this 
manner  un feign edly  devotes  himfelf  to  me,  bow  much 
foever  he  mar  be  defpifed  and  ill-ufed  for  it  by  men, 
my  heavenly  Father  himfelf  will  put  immortal  honoui  s 
npon  him,  that  as  he  fuffers  for  me  here,  he  may  be 
likewife  glorified  with  me  for  ever. 

27  Whild  our  dear  Lord  was  thus  difeourfing  about 
fufferings,  the  terror  of  his  own  lad  conflicts  began  to 
fetze  him  j  upon  which,  to  (hew  that  he  had  all  the 
innocent  pafhons  of  human  nature,  he  fatd.  At  this 
very  time  my  foul  is  exceedingly  diitreffed  in  a  near 
Sieve  of  the  bittered  tribulations  that  from  every  quar¬ 
ter  are  coining  npon  me :  How  frail  I  exprefs  myfelf  in 
the  mod  becoming  manner,  under  the  touching  ienfe  I 
have  of  them  ?  Then,  turning  his  addrefs  from  the  ‘ 
people  to  God,  he  faid,  0  my  heavenly  Father,  the 
language  of  oppreifed  nature  is,  Let  me,  if  poflible,  be 

.  exccricd 
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*8  Father,  pa¬ 
rity  'thy  hamc. 
Then  c-tme  there 
a  voice  from  hea- 
vcn^jfiJtjJhavc 
both  oiorified  Ut 
and  wilt  glorify  ii 


*P  The  peo¬ 
ple  ;  here  fort  that 
lhko<]  by,  and 
beard  i/,  fold  that 

it  thundered  ;  o- 

thers  liiid,  An  an 
grl  ipake  to  him* 
30  jtfu^jnfwcr- 
td  *nd  faW,  Thi* 
voice  came  not  be¬ 
came  of  me,  hut 
fur  your  lakes* 


31  Now  35  the 
judemeot  of  this 
world:  now  fb all 
the  prince  of  this 
world  be  call  out. 


The  Evangclijt  John  paraphfafcj*  4 1- 

excufed  the  extreme  fufferings  that  arc  now  juft  ready 
to'rulb  upon  me:  Rut  I  infill  not  on  this*  as  knowing 
that  the  great  defign  of  my  coming  into  the  world  is  to 
undergo  them,  according  to  thy  eternal  purpofe,  aifd  my 
covenant -engagements  to  thee* 

28  Father,  I  freely  and  entirely  re  fig  n  to  thy  holy 
will,  and  devote  myfelf  to  the  honour  of  thy  name, 
whatfoever  it  may  coft  me;  glorify  tbinc  own  perfec¬ 
tions  by  me,  in  fuch  a  way  as  is  moil  pleating  jo  thy 
fight,  and  1  am  fatisfied :  In  anfwcr  to  which,  an  aw* 
ful  majeftic  voice  was  immediately  lUrcAed  to  him  from 
heaven,  faying,  I  have  already  glorified  myfelf,  mean* 
ing  by  Chrift’s  obedience,  mmiilry,  and  miracles  hi¬ 
therto;  and  will  be  ftill  further  glorified,  meaning  by 
bis  fu fieri ngs  and  death* 

29  This  voice  was  heard  by  the  whole  aflembly  then 
preftQt,.tbo’  by  Come  more  plainly  than  others  ;  fome  of 
them  therefore  laid  it  was  a  dap  of  thunder,whiift  o- 
rhers,  who  heard  it  more  articulately,  faid,  It  is  certainly 
the  voice  of  an  angel  fpeaJciog  to  him  from  heaven. 

30  But  Jcfiis  knowing  that  they  obferved  it,  and  yet 
were  ready  to  turn  it  oft',  as  if  it  were  not  a  teftimony 
to  him  from  God  himfelf,  faid.  This  extraordinary  voice 
was  pronounced  from  heaven,  not  on  my  account,  as 
if  I  needed  to  be  fatisfied  that  my  Father  would  own 
me,  and  glorify  himleif  by  me;  but  it  came,  in  your 
hearing,  as  an  immediate  witnefs  from  him,  of  his  ap¬ 
proving  of  me  in  my  work,  and  ‘of  bis  crowning  it 
with  glorious  confequences  to  me  and  mine,  that  ye 
might  believe  in  me,  or  be  left  for  ever  inexcufable  for 
rtjc£Ung  me* 

31  The  time  is  now  juft  at  hand,  apd  the  thing  It* 
fdf  is  as  certain  as  if  it  were  already  done,  when  the 
men  of  this  lower  world  ftrall  be  brought  to  a  critical 
trial,  with  regard  to  their  thoughts  about  me ;  when  a 
reformation  {hall  be  fet  on  foot,  and  a  diftln&ion  made 
between  the  precious  anil  the  rile;  and  when  judge¬ 
ment  (halt  pais  upon  both,  by  the  word  and  providence 
of  God,  as  a  prtfage  of  the  future  judgment,  to  acquit 
or  condemn  them,  anfwerable  to  their  believing  or  not 
believing  in  me:  Judgment  fliall  alfo  be  fpeedily  ob¬ 
tained  again  ft  Satan,  who  has  ufurped  a  tyrannical  do¬ 
minion  over  worldly* minded  men,  and  works  in  their 
hearts  by  means  of  the  things  of  this  world,  and  who 
reigns  in  the  ignorance,  idolatry,  and  wickednefs  of  the 
heathen  world  :  His  power  lha!l  be  vanquifhed,  his 
claim  defeated,  his  oracles  filenced,  his  temples  laid 
iv  a  fie;  and  he  himfelf  fliall  be  cuft  out  of  the  hearts  of 

finners. 


*\6 
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3*  And  I,  if  I 
be  lifted  up  from 
the  earth,  will 
dra  w  all  men  on* 
to  me. 


^{Thkheftid, 
fig  ni  Tying  what 
death  be  fhouid 
die.) 


34  The  people 
nnfwercd  htm.We 
have  heard  nut  of 

the  hatful  Ch  rift 
abideth  for  ever : 
and  how  layett 
thDU,  the  Son  of 
man  niull  be  life 
up  ?  who  is  this 
Son  of  man  ? 


3fThffn  Jefas 

Aid  uoto  (lien, 


Yet  a 


while 

is 


finners,  by  the  merit  and  vi£tory  of  my  death  and  re- 
furrc&ion,  and  by  the  triumphs  of  my  Spirit  and  gof- 
ptl*  till  at  length  his  kingdom  (hall  be  utterly  deftroyccL 

32  And*  as  for  me*  I  will  ere&  my  throne  upon  the 
ruins  of  his ;  immediately  after #  I  {hall  be  lifted  up 
from  the  earth  as  a  facrifice  for  fin*  which  will  be  very 
foon*  I  will  then  eftt&ually  prevail  upon  perfons  of  all 
nations*  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jewsy  by  the  endearments  of 
my  love  and  the  operations  of  my  Spirit*  tn  come  by 
faith  unto  me*  that  my  people  may  be  willing  in  the  day 
of  my  power*  {PfaL  cx.  3.) 

33  Our  Lord  fpoke  of  his  being  lifted  1 ipf  to  intimate* 
that  he  Ihould  be  put  to  the  death  of  the  crofs*  on 
which*  like  one  that  died  under  the  curfe,  he  fhould 
hang  between  earth  and  heaven ;  and  that*  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  this*  he  ihould  rife  from  the  dead*  and  be 
glorified  in  heaven*  and  his  name  would  be  exalted  intbe 
preaching  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  its  glorious  efTefts*  to 
the  fa  I  van  on  of  all  that  fliould  look  by  faith  to  him*  as 
lfr del  looked  to  the  brazen  ferpent  and  were  healed. 

34  The  common  people  bearing  him  (peak  cf 
himfclf  in  fucb  a  manner*  as  imported  that  he  fliould 
die*  and  leave  this  world*  replied*  We  have  learnt  by 
the  tnfpired  writings;  (fee  the  note  on  chap .  x.  34,)  that* 
when  the  Mriliah  is  fpoken  of  under  the  charadcr  of 
the  Son  of  man*  it  is  faid*  His  dominion  U  an  everfaf- 
ting  dominion *  which  Jbdll  not  pdfs  awaj+  and  his  king* 
dam  that  which  Jbail  not  be  defrayed*  {Dan.  vii.  13.  14.) 
If  then  you  pretend  to  be  this  Son  of  manf  how  incon- 
fiftently  do  you  talk  of  being  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
and  dying  out  of  this  world !  What  do  you  mean  by 
calling  yourfelf  the  Son  of  man*  while  you  thus  fpeak  l 
Or  how  muft  we  underftand  you  ? 

33  Then  Jefus*  knowing  with  whatperverfenefsthey 
cavilled  at  his  words,  did  not  think  proper  to  anfwer 
di  redly  to  their  qu  eft  ion*  by  reminding  them  of  his  re¬ 
fur  red  ion  and  afeenfion  to  heaven*  where  he  would  e~ 
red  his  throne,  and  ciercife  a  fptritual  and  evt  Flatting 
dominion*  according  to  the  true  intent  of  ancieut  pro¬ 
phecies  concerning  him :  But  he  faid  to  them*  I  have 
already  fufficiently  told  you  who  I  am*  and  how  all  this 

may 

T  B. 

never  heard  of  a  crucified  SiTicrar;  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  that  have,  wcic  never  prevailed 
upon  to  believe  in  hi  in,  ortolwhisdii'd^ 
But,  the  oceifion  of  this  difcmirfe,  which 
Wat  the  Crfrtj  defjrc  u>  fee  jdiif,  (vrr.  tr.) 
naturally  ieids  us  to  uo  tier  ft  2nd  it  of  all  Toni 
of  people,  Gentiles  well  as  Jcwu  See  the 
cote  cn  tUp.  i.  7. 


K  0 

■  *  It  is  the  common  observation  of  critrci, 
thit  tht  par  tele  isv,  here  ftgmfics,  and 
fbould  be  rendered,  not  ifr  but  when  ;  lrur 
onrLoni  was  fpcildnj^  of  hU  denrh  as  a  ocr* 
tain  event,  that  was  near  at  hautL— His 
drawing  all  nte*i  to  him,  in  confluence  of 
his  bcinn  lifted  up,  caiinu:  be  mcaut  ot  tre- 
ryindlvkliuJ  of  mankind;  be  can  Jr;  many 


Cb«  ri(i.  Tie  EvangeJIJt  JohU  parapbrafid,  41, 


,s  ,be  Ir?  ms,y ‘be  reconciled)  though  you  continue  obdurately  to 

rehive  The  light,'  rejeft  me  i  and  the  light  of  my  mini  ftry  will  eon  tin  0e^ 
ie  it  dark  nefimme  but  a  very  little  time -longer  among  you:  See  to  it  tbac 

t ku"  wAkah  ^  ma^c  K°°d  ufe  of  tbis  light,  while  ye  have  it  to  di- 
!bADrfsk^»eJh  rc&  you  in  the  way  to  eternal  bappinefe,  left  not  only  I, 
not  whither  he  but  the  gofpcl  itftjf  betaken  from  you,  or  ye  be  left 

under  judicial  UiRdnefs  of  mind,  to  your  utter  confufi- 
on  and  tnifery :  For  lie  that  walks  in  the  darkuefs  of 
ignorance  and  unbelief,  walks  he  knows  not  how,  ancl. 
goes  he  knows  notwfuther ;  he  cannot  tell  what  courfe 


?*  While  y< 
hate  light,  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  light, 
that  yc  may  be  the 
children  of  Light* 
Theft  thing!  rpake 
Jefiw ,  and  de  - 
parted,  and  did 
LidchUnftJffrom 
them. 


to  take  for  fafety,  but  is  in  perpetual  danger  of  wander* 
in g  into  mifehief  and  ruin* 

36  *  While  therefore,  for  a  little  time  longer,  ye  have \ 
me  among  you,  who  am  come,  as  a  light  from  heaven 
to-ihew  you  the  way  of  fa  1  vat  ion,  believe  in  me,  accord* 
ing  to  what  I  fay  concerning  myfdf,  that  ye  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  before  it  oe  too  late, 
and  may  be  under  fure  guidance  here,  till  ye  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  regions  of  everlafting  light  hereafter.  Our 
Lord  having  given  them  thefe  folemn  warnings,  which 


enraged  them,  and  made  them  worfe  infteadof  better  % 


he  withdrew,  and  concealed  himfelf  from  them,  that 


37  But,  tho* 
he  had  done  fo 
many  miracles  be* 
fuiv  them ,  yet 
they  believed  nut 
«D  him  t 


36  That  (he 
faying  of  Efafos 
I  he  prophet  might 

be  fulfilled,  which 
he  fpakc,  Lord, 
who  hath  believed 
our  .report?  end 

to 


they  might  not  tumuituoufly  rife,  and  immediately  ap¬ 
prehend  him* 

37  Now  (*')  tho*  he  bad  talked  fo  plainly  and  clofe- 

ly  to  them  concerning  himfelf  as  the  true  Mefiiah,  and 
concerning  the  extreme  danger  of  rejeffcing  him  \  and 
though  he  had  confirmed  his  do&rine  with  fo 

many  great  and  merciful  miradps,  which  they  thetnfelves 
were  eye- witneifes  of ;  yet  the  generality  of  them  were 
iuffered,  through  the  liardnefs  of  their  hearts,  to  perfift 
obftinately  in  tbeir  unbelief; 

38  That  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah  might  be  evidently 
accompli fticd,  as  a  proof  of  its  being  divinely  infpired, 
and  of  Jefus’s  being  the  Chriftj  faying,  ( Ifa ,  liii*  i*J  Ah 
Lord  !  bow  few  are  there  of  the  Jr^s*  that  have  heaitily 
embraced,  and  received  by  faith,  the  plain  dedarations.of 
the  gofpel  concerning  the  Mefliah,  as  made  by  himfelf + 

NOTES*  and 


*  It  i<  pnenlly  thought  that  he  retired,  u  hta’ftlf*  It  Is  in  th U  light  that  T  Juwe  am*- 
ufual,  to  Btfbaajt  or  to  ihe  jnette/ e/  OJSw*  fidered  it;  and  To  thU  difeourte  may  be  t*i- 
But,  u  feme  tbppofe,  the  preceding  dif*  ken  as  delivered  at  the  fame  time  with  his 
oourftt  »d  that  which  fcilla«i  at  w.  44,  folemn  pniti"  warning  in  Matt,  xxiii*  30* 
and  fo  oo  to  the  eud  of  the  chapter,  jrte  to  f  Thu  bef^n  to  he  falfllleil  by  tlie  obfli- 
be  connected  and:eonfirlered  as  delivered  at  nitc  unbelief  of  the  under  Christa 

the  fame  time,  all  the  in  ter  mediate  verfts  he-  perfonal  miniftry;  uni  was  afterward  more 
ing  the  Evangelift**  own  rtmarU;  And  fo  fully  accomplished  by  tbeir  pcrfilliiig  ip  it, 
they  tniderCUnd  Cbriff*  dqu:ungf  and  hi-  under  the  miniflry  of  the  apuftfes,  Jton*  a. 
fling  himfelf  from  them,  to  relate  to  hi*  ci-  » And  t  fate  the  artu  &f  the  L&rJ  10  fin¬ 
king  his  final  leave  of  them,  after  which  he  nifv  hU  Spirit,  who  at  other  time?  is  rrprr* 
ncra  preached  pcbHcly  to  iliem  anv  more,  femc-l  as  the  f**xfrof  *nd  die  b+ni 
bur  fptnt  the  little  remains  of  his  time  in  &  L  md,  ivkt  u.  10*  iini  A^ts  xi*  u* 

more  private  war  with  ih?  i!  fc^k'j,  or  by 
Vn  t  It  *  i  n  .1 


7tf  Evaagefi/t  Johh  parapbrajei,  Cfa.  ni. 


ro whom  hath  tbe  and  his  fervants  to  them  ?  and  ala* !  how  few  of  them 
am  cK  have  been  favoured  with- the  vifiortous  power,  of  thy 

Spirit  and  grace  to  overcome  their  obftmicy,  and  bring 
them  hitor  a  wilting  reception  of  him*  and  futjc£fcion  to 
him*  an  their  Lord  and  Saviour  ? 

Therefore  4°  They  therefore  remained  incurably  mtbefie* 

thcy«KiW  not  be-  vmg,  becaufe  they  were  the  very  perfons  whom  the  pco- 

phet  Ifaiab  fpo&e  Of  in  another  place,  tlfa.  vi.  9, 10.) 
^ifcbSibfidi  iky ing  to  this  purpofe,  Their  cyes  srere  firft  wilfallT,  and 
cd  thfweyui  tnd  thereupon  judicially,  {hot  and  blinded*  and  their  heart* 
hardened;  tbdr  wwc  jn  tbe  £,mc  ai3fyner  hardned,  that  they  might  not 

AodSdnocf^^tZ  fe*  the  light  of  the  glorious  gafpel  of  Chrift  in  its  troth 
itWrcyffi,  nor  on-  and  excellence,  nor  understand  it  in  a  fpiritual  and  af~ 

manner,  with  application  to  their  tmp  cafe ;  and 
TOtJ  *  aod  f  that,  being  left  io  themfehres,  they  might  not  he  turn- 
tould  bed  them*  ed,  in  heart  and  life, from  fin  and  Satan*  the  world  and 

kift  to  God  in  Chrift,  nor  be  healed*  by  my  pardoning 
and  fenfHfytng  grace,  of  their  finfol  and  dangerous  dif* 
cafes*  which  they  Had  ccmtrafted  aod  taken  plcaforc 
in  *• 


41  Thdt  thingi 
fit d  Eftia* ,  wheir 
he  6w  hh  gtof y* 
andfpihotliiiD. 


41  Kettttbdda, 
among  tbc  thief 
rolm  aUb,  vfttny 
believed  oti  hwn  ; 
bur  beanie  of  the 
FharMee*  they 
did  oot  ronfeft 

Awt*  kft  they 

/hould  be  put  out 
of  tbc  fyoagogoe. 


43  Forthcy  lo¬ 
ws!  (he  pnift  of 


41  Tbcfe  awful  things  Ifaiab  fold,  under  divine  in- 
fpi ration,  concerning  Chrift,  at  tbe  fame  time  that  he 
baft  a  vifion  of  hit  glory,  as  the  great  Jehovah,  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  in  human  form, fitting  upon  a  high  thrifts  y 
aod  filing  tbs  temple  W/4  bis  traits ,  (lfa.  vi.  i , — 9.) 

42  Neverthelefs,  there  were  many,  even  of  tbe  Jewfb 
rulro  themfelves,  who  were  convinced  in  their  confid¬ 
ences  of  his  being  the  Meffiab  ;  bnt  their  finfnl  fhame, 
and  fear  of  expo&ng  themfelve*  to  tbe  contempt  and 
fury  of  the  (anhedrim,  and  particularly  of  tbe  Pbarifeest 
his  moil  inveterate  enemies,  had  fnen  a  powerful  influ¬ 
ence  upon  them,  that  they  durft  not  own  what  they  be¬ 
lieved  concerning  him,  left  they  (hould  he  excommuni¬ 
cated,  as  apoftates,  and  be  thereby  deprived  at  once  of 
their  reputation,  and  of  their  civil  and  religious  rights 
and  liberties.  (Seethe  note  on  chap.  ix>  34.) 

43  For,  their  hearts  not  being  changed,  they  rather 
cho£e»and  were  more  felicitous  about  their  own  having 

the 


NOTE. 

*  I  cannot  ice  How  Cod's  fuffering  men  id  Id  the  corruptions  of  thdr  own  hoots,  and 
aft  according  to  their  own  free,  though  cor-  to  the  power  of  Satso,  which  they  me  to 
rope  iitcIinalMAS,  aod  overruling  it  by  bis  be  governed  by,  it  fuffidect  to  aceouot  for 

£rondcoce  into  an  accompiilhmcjit  of  what  all  judicial  bftodnefs  and  hardoeft,  without 
e  foreftw^  and  foretold  wo  aid  be,  can  im-  fop  poling  any  pafithe  aft  of  Cod  upon  a 
peach  his  rigbteouihcfs,  who  is  under  no  ob-  warts  M  to  produce  them :  And  I  think 
ligation  to  torn  and  heal  them,  that  obAi-  the  comic,  in  which  they  come  upon  the  fin- 
nately  refvic  to_  be  turned  and  healed :  For  ner,  u  reprdentod  in  the  Parapnrale,  fully 
whatsoever  judicial  aft  of  Cod  my  be  fep-  agrees  with  the  account  wc  have  of  this  aw- 
pofod  herein,  it  is  In  confluence,  and  as  a  ful  cafe  in  A,  vi.  $,  10,  which  is  the  place 
jiiA  panifhmcni  of  their  own  wilful  rufuCdS  here  referred  to.  and  redted  in  fenfe,  though 

and  his  gofpel }  and  his  only  with-  not  cufttf  la  IM  fiot  Wards, 
holding  forfeited  grace,  and  giving  turn  up 


Ch.  xil 


fig  Evafigtiifl  John  fartpbrafbii 


m*0  more  riun 
thtprtffrof  God, 


44  Jdnt  nidi 
anj  fcid.  He  chat 
hrlimth  on  me, 

bdieveth  not  oa 
me,  bmon  bim 
ibitr  feat  me. 


4E  And  he 
thiii  feah  me, 

i«tb  him  that 
lent  me* 


4<f  I  am  come 
a  light  into  the 
world,  that  who* 
tberer  Ivelimth 
on  me  fbooid  Dot 
abide  In  daiiocO. 


47  And  if  any 
jniin  bar  my 
words,  md  be- 
fiew  not,  I  judge 
him  not :  for  t 
came  not  to 
judge  [he  world, 
but  to  tint  the 
world. 


4I  He  that  te- 
je&fh  me,  and 
roedreth  not  my 
woide,  hath  one 
thtijadgeriihim; 
the  mid  dm  I 
bm  Ipeken,  the 

fine 


the  efteein  and  applaufe  of  men,  and  flawing  refpefk 
and  honour  to  them,  than  about  the  approbation  of  God 
bimfelf,  and  Shewing  forth  his  praife. 

44  This  being  the  carnal,  worldly  temper  of  Gome, 
wbilft  a  malignant  fpirtt  reigned  in  others,  Jefus  laid 
bold  of  that  opportunity  for  taking  his  lalt  farewell  of 
them,  (fee  tbcncte  on  vcr.  36.)  $  and,  lifting  up  his 
voice  with  great  earned  neGs,  hefaid,  The  fura  of  all  '*my 
difeourfes  iSoes  inthis,  He  who  has  true  faith  in  me,  as 
the  pro  mi  fed  MelEah,  believes  not  to  me  only,  nor  in 
me  ultimately  as  fuch,  hut  tog  ether  with  m  e,  and  through 
me,  helieves  in  my  heavenly  Father,  who  feat  me  into 
the  world  to  feek  and  lave  loft  (inner*. 

45  And  he  that  by  an  eye  of  faith  beholds  who  and 
what  X  am,  is  thereby  led  into  the  knowledge  of  who 
and  what  my  Father  is,  from  w.hom  I  derive  my  medi¬ 
atorial  commiffion,  and  whofeperfe&ions  and  authority 

difplay  themfelves  in  and  by  me. 

46  1,  who  had  a  pre*exiftence  with  him,  am  come 
into  this  world,  to  Matter  the  mifts  of  ignorance  and 
error,  fu perdition  and  idolatry,  which  have  over-fpFead 
it,  and  to  bring  life  and  immortality  to  light  by  the 
gofpel,  that  whoever  receives  and  trufts  in  me,  and 
yields  himfelf  up  by  faith  to  my  guidance,  (hould  not 
continue  under  the  power  of  Spiritual  blind nefs,  and 
wander  in  the  ways  of  fm  to  an  eternal  ftate  of  mifery 
and  dark  nefs,  hat  (hould  find  the  way  to  eternal  life. 

47  And. if,  after  all,  any  one,  who  has  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  bearing  and  knowing  my  gofpel,  wilfully 
refutes  to  embrace  it,  and  to  depend  upon  -me  accord¬ 
ing  to  it,  I  do  not  as  yet  accufe  him  to  the  Father,  nor 
pafs  a  definite  fentence  of  condemnation  to  au  imme¬ 
diate  execution  of  wrath  Upon  him  *.  For  the  direA  de¬ 
fig  a  of  my  coming  into  the  world  ts  not  to  accafe,  or 
condemn,  or  take  vengeance  upon  mankind  hut  to 
make  the  gracious  overtures  of  falvation  to  them,  and 
cfitAuaily  to  fave  thofe  of  them,  whether  Jews  or  GVn- 
tilcs.,  that  (ball  believe  in  me,  before  I  proceed  to  the 
final  judgment.  -(See  the  note  on  ebap ,  iii.  16.) 

48  But  he- that,  cominuing  in  unbelief,  (° tft<) 
makes  light  of,  defpifes,  and  rejects  me,  preferring  o- 
ther  things  to  me,  and  do  not  cordially  embrace  my 
doArrne,  (hall  find  that  there  is  an  impartial  Judge  to 
pafs  fentence  of  condemnation,  and  execute  wrath  u- 
ponhim;  and  that  very  doArine,  which  l  have  preach¬ 
ed,  how  much  foever  it  may  now  be  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt,  (hall  appear  in  evidenee  againft  him,  and  (halt 
be  the  rale  of  judgment,  according  to  which  be  (Hall 

Dd;  be 


430  TV  Eixbigett/t  ]&Hn-  fi&ap&tafiKL  CL  nL 


(be  (ball  lodge 
him  In  the  hit 

■>-  +  v 

&iy* 

4P  For  T  hive 
tp*  tyefccBofmy- 
but  the 
Father  which  (bu 
uie  ht  jave  me 
a  cwnihvihitof, 
UrlfJM  UiifiiJd  (*y* 
And  «tui  I  (haiikl 

fy&k*  " 


4  L 


1  fo  A  nd  I  know 
that  Ms  com- 
■niodmeat  fa  life 
ever  lit  ftiog:  vlut- 

kxvtr  .  J  fpot 
V  erelong  even  » 
the  Father  fild 
trito  me,  io  I 
fycdk> 


be  COnderttned,  «itb  dneadfol  aggravations  of  hia  guilt* 
at  the  great  and  final  day  of  account.' 

49  For*  as  is  evident  from  -the  holy*  excel  lent*  fo- 
pcrnamral,  and  gracious '  ratbre  of  the  truths  tfejt  I 
hare  taught*  and  from  my  divine  manner  of  confirm¬ 
ing  them*  1  have  not  delivered  them  like  ar private  per* 
Ton*  as  ftom  myfelf*  much '  left  as  the  inventions  of  a 
mere  man  ;  but  nry  Father*  from'  whom  1  received  my 
commiffion*  gave  mfc  authority  and  inftni£tions,‘in  co¬ 
venant-agreements  between  him'  and  me,  to  publifh  all 
thofe  things  which  I  have  infilled  on  among  you. 

50  And,  what  footer  yc  may  >  think  of  it*  I  know 
that  the  dodtise  I  preach  hy-his  authority*  from  whom 
1  am  come  as  the  -  mefienger  of  the-  covenant*  is  the 
only  way  arid  means  -of  bringing  loft  fiflners  to  eternal 
life  and  bicfTedneJs  :  Whatfoever  therefore  1  have,  re- 

_  T 

vealed*  it  is  neither  .more  nor  left  than  the  Father 
himfelf  put  into  my  commiflion  to  be  made  known  to 
the  worhl  $  and  it  is  at  your  utmoft  peril  to  rejedt  it. 


+  ■  ■ 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

b 

Hriw  wide  is  the  difference  between  a  true,  believer  and  a  hypocrite  1  One, 
KkeA/sr/j&rf  and  Marj,  thinks  he  can  never  do. too  much  to  ferv&and  teftify  hi* 
affrflioo.  to  Chrift;  while  the  other,  Jtifee  fuJas7grudgt&  every  expencc  for 
hini,  under  a  fpccious  pretext  of  applying  it  to  fomeoetter  life;  but  Jcfuj  him- 
fclf.  will  take  their  part  that  honour  him;  And  how  great' is  the  difference  even 
among  thofe  that  have  no  fiviug  acquaintance  with' him  1  Some*  like  the  Gmiff 
and  common  people  of  the  Jews,  are  pteafed  with  the  notfofts-they  have  of  him* 
and  of  hia  word  and  works;  wbilft  others*  like  the.  Phartftts  and  their  parti- 
are  filled  with  horrid  rancour  againfi  them*  and  coufult  to  fupprefi  aud 
defiroy  them.— For  once,  the  Lord  of  glory,  whilft  on  earth,  gave  a  faint  em¬ 
blem  of- Ms  future  triumph :  But  with  what  humble  date,  even  then,  did  he  ride 
im  a  young  aft,  amid  ft  the  hofamm  of  admiring  throngs  1— How  defirous  (hould 
we  be  to. fee  Jcfos,  npt  to  gratify  curb »fityt  but  to  be  fatished. concerning,  and 
led  into  an  acquaintance  and  communion  with  him  1  .And  bow  little  reafon  hswe 
any  to  be  aJframcd  of  him  !  Though  he  was  Hung  upon  a  crc&»  and  fttffcrcd 
fn  dr  a  terrible  death,  ash  could  not -but  be'defiriibfe  "to ’hitman  nature,  if  pof* 
iibfeT  Tbefcape;  yet  how  readily  did  he  rcftgn  himfelf  tip  to  it,  as  an  ad  of  obe¬ 
dience  to  Ms  Father’s  will*  and  as  knowing  that  it  would  turn  to  his  own  exal¬ 
tation,  and  the  rai  fin  gup  of  asutnerous  feed  to  be  glorified  with  him!  And 
what  a  remarkable  honour  did  God  the  Father  put  upon  the.  Juffcring  Saviour, 
by  over- ruling  the  fentence  of  the  Mgh-pricft  agamft  Men  into  a  prophecy  of  the 
bappy  frtfUtt' hia  death,*  and  by  publicly  bearing wirnefe  to  him  from  heaven 
for  our  fakes,  that  we  might  .believe  inhim\  ns  the  Jeh  >vah  of  JJratt,  of  whom 

/jf/itfAipakc,  when  he  taw.  his  glory  !  How  groundlds  thru,  aud  perverfe* -are 

all  the  prejudices  and  objections  of  his  enemies  A^ainfi  him*  though  pretended 
to  have  their  fupportjfcm  fcripture  itfelf  t  They  really  (hut  their  ey£s  againft 
-  t  he  moft  glorious  light,  ami  walk  in  darknefe,  and  know  not  whither  they  arc 
going:  But  how  dreadful  ii  it  to  be  under  Inch  bShdncfs  of  mind  and  hanlncfs 
aJ  heart,  a*  govena  them  by  their  own  content,  till  they  are  delivered  up  to  their 
own  choice,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  God !  And,  alas !  what  a  ftnrc  ia 
the  fear  of  man*  together  with  a  fbndnefs  for  fecular.  honours,  to  hinder  a  due 
prufeffion  of  Chrift,  who  came,  as  the  light'  of  this  world,  to  enlighten  them 
that  bd;c7f  in  him*  and  who  faithfully  executes  Ms  Father’s  will,  and  bears  long 
.with  oUltnate  fiiin era*  before  he  removes  the  means  of  grace  from  them,  and 

before 


Ch*  xitu  Tie  Evangelijl  John  pa  rap  bra  fed*  4ZK 

before  lie  proceeds  to  the  final  judgment  1  Then*  hi*  word  itfclf  being  the  rule 
of  his  award s»  t hey  that  receive  bim  by  faith*  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  truth 
and  hoLineft,  Ihall  be  admitted  to  tvertafting  light  and  life;  aiul  they  that  reject 
him  by  unbelief,  and  go  oil  in  the  ways  of  ignorance,  felf-deccit,  and  fin,  flialt 
be  cafttnto  erertafting  darkflefs  and  mi firry*  O  of  what  vaft  importance  is  i€ 
heanity  to  e mb j ace  him  ;  and  how  defperate  id  their  cafe,  that  let  tlu  mfrHv* 
sgainii  him  !  What  fiiever  we  may  think  of  thefe  things  he  that  is  faithful  has 
declared  them,  and  knows  them  to  be  true* 


t a 


CHAP.  XIII. 

•s. 

Chrtftfs  idfl  time  cf  eating  the  fafohal /upper*  i, — 3.  He  wajbet  bit 
di/dpks  feet t  to  fet  them  an  example  of  humility  and  love*  17* 
Civet  notice  before-boni  who  Jbould  bet  ray  bim%  18, — 30-  Enjoin* 
brotherly  love  upon  his  difoiplei ,  31, — 35*  And  fo  ret  eh  Peter’*  dt~ 
nying  him ,  36)— 38. 

Tear.  -  PARAPHRASE. 

C Mcffcd  Lord,  having  now  done  with  preach- 
paflbrcr,  Cwhen  ^  ingio  the  people,  demoted  the  fmall  remains  of  his 

time  to  a  more  private  infLrudion  of  his  difciples,  and 
preparation  for  his  own  death  :  Accordingly,  on  the 
evening,  (fee  the  note  oo  Mattb .  xxvi.  30.)  which  in- 
troduetd  the  feven  days,  that  altogether  were  called 
the  feaft*,  he,  who  was  the  true  pafeha)  Lamb,  know¬ 
ing  that  the  appointed  time  was  then  fully  come  for  his 
being  facrificed,  and  for  his  departing  from  this  world 
by  death,  and  returning  to  his  Fa: her  in  heaven,  took 

occafioii 

T  F, 

ed,  appears  from  the -following  rarr*  °f 


{diis  knew  that 
hhourwsscomc 
that  he  Ibould  de¬ 
part  out  of  this 

world  unto  the 

having 
loved 


K.  0 

*  The  ft  aft  was  called  by  the  Jct*s  the 

Chagsgah7  j.  e.  the  ft*  ft -offering,  jtt  which 
they  made  peace -offerings  of  ptttp  and  ext* 
all  the  (even  6^5  or  the  fcart,  which 
td  the  paftover,  Deal*  xvL  **  tvkc  Xfcit*  I, 
and  Jean  xviii*  iB«  And  in  rfcfiablt  tine, 
many  thoufandsof  Umbs,  kids,  and  bullocks 
wot  given  for  the  pajfy ytr+ *i fieri ft£  s ,  as  they 
are  called,  1  0,  xxxv.  7,  8,  p,  {See 

Ain/mrih^  on  DwU  xvi,  1.)  But  expeditor* 
are  much  divided  in  their  thoughts  about  the 
(upper,  which  our  Evangclill  here  freaks  of: 
Some  underftand  ii  to  mcao  a  ftipper  At  wr- 
ikzwy  a  day  or  two  before  the  pu  Hover;  and 
others  take  it  to  be  the  pafchal  t'uppcr  itfVIf. 
Many  rtafans  of  confiderabtc  weight  ate  of¬ 
fered  for  each  of  ibdi  opinion**  \tbuh 
do  not  rant  within  the  compati  of  my  de- 
iijn  partkolady  to  di(Vu*s.  But  after  mi* 
tone  riefiberarion,  [  am  inrifoccl  to  tldnfc, 
ii\mu  the  whole,  th.it  it  was  ttu:  pafclipd  flip* 
per,  as  lLhave  (uppnfcd  in  rhe  Paraphrats  : 

tor  tt  was  that  topper,  at  which  Ohrid's 
bexr  wji  cjwc*  ami  at  which  he  Rid,  \*w  i> 
t's:  Sin  cf  vizti  TpV^dj  (ver-  l*St  wiiii  h 

LL  J  L  ^  '  ■.  m  ■ 


m  m  ^  ^  m  H  r  r 

fnoft  iiacunlly  mf:  mates  tlw  him  reft  appiouch 
oL  his  dcith  x  And  in  the  clofc  et  lus  dh* 
cr-Jirfc  at  this  dipper  he  (r.’iiJp.  MV.  Ji.) 
vfr*£.  Iff  m  ir?  rry.Tf;  uixd.  ib.-.i  he  ilicsi  tirofe 


hiftory  ;  form  after  he  thc*c  word#; 
he  »ent  on  with  his  difcouric,  kv. 

and  tjvj*}  which  he  concluded  with  a  prayer, 
(cj&*  uyii*)a!id  then  went  forth  wth  bis  wfo 
tipjes  emr  tltt  htek  Cedrori,  -whtre  w*}  a  £cr~ 
into  vjbhh  bt  entered  -with  hU  dfcipk: : 
tfiffj  Jinks,*  viz  leiravt'J  bito^  knot*  tr? 

{tbjp*  xviiii  i,  a*)  Befides,  thrift's  notify' 
ingtiic  traitor  to  hi;  at  this  liii'pcr, 

(vtfr*  41*— 30,)  ttvms  lohctbedilcovciy  rli 
he  made  of  him  to  them  ai  the  p-uWcr-iLiji;* 
per^i it  h rccnTdtd(  xMfi.it  . ami 
£*ft;xxiLi[t — 23.)  Amt w honour hivangdilt 
(ays,  (v*r,  3m)  of  'JnHat's  g[*uig  out  at  idghc 
from  this  fitppCr,  will  agrees  to  th.K  night 
in  which  he  betrayed  his  l»rd,  and  Iccms  i‘i 
be  different  from  his  firft  goin^  I  o  i  (k  fan- 

hettrim,  to  make  the  oiler  of  Lcmyiiig  hin:, 

which  is  fpoken  of  a*  liJvmg  been  wfoie  il:£ 
pjfihvor-fujij>cry  and  pmb.tbly  in  th-f 
day-time.  itKvi,  14*  rjA  *i'iiis  uc* 

cc^tr  f  t  ;?ie  realtor  uatnr.d  and 

#  T 

iini  keeps  »hc  hiftorv  her  from  many  prr- 
wfdi'h  it  K  i«h(TS*J,r  thrww fi  into; 
a::d  \  do  in:i  find  anj"  tianf:‘<3i-.>i*j  p.iZi 
icd  af;cr  this  firppt  r  which  might  not  <*jl* 
(ily  be  brought  into  'be  timo  hti-wen  the 

n  t /mj  m  I  riipin^-  '■  1  1  1  ■*■•■ 

.  ^  Vi  ^  ■  ihl  *  '  J  r|  **  '  f  !*#■■■■  ■■  + 


L"l-  ^ 


The  Evaagtiyi  John  psr&pbrafeit> 


loved  Us  own 
which  were  In 
the  world,  belo¬ 
ved  them  muo 
the  end* 


%  And  flipper 
tdn  f  ended  ,(  the 
devil  having  now 
put  into  the  heart 
of  JnUc  Iftariot, 
Simon's  fe*y  to 
betray  bioij) 


.  3  Idas  know* 
log  U»t  the  Fa* 
tHdhad  given  alt 
things  into  his 
hands,  end  that 
hewascomtfrom 
Cod,  and  went 
to  Cod* 

4  He  rifah 
from  Topper,  and 
laid  elide  his  gar* 

menu  > 


occafion  from  thence  to  intimate,  that,  as  he  bad  al¬ 
ways  loved  *  his  own  children,  and  members^  which 
were  in  this  world  of  fin  and  forrow,  he  rtfitd  in  hit 
love,  ( Zeph .  tit.  17.)  and  would  continue  it  to  the  end 
of  his  own  life,  and  of  theirtdaya  and  troubles  on  earth, 
and  for  ever  afterwards  In  the  other  world,  to  which  be 
was  going,  yea,  that  he  loved  them  to  perfefHon  t>  e- 
ven  to  the  completing  of  their  ftate  of  bappinefi  with 
him  there. 

t  And  (/•'»■>*  during  the  f up  per- time,  %  89 

foon  as  one  part  of  it  was  over,  he  gave  bis  difctples  a 
molt  affe£Kng  inltance  of  bis  extraordinary  humility  and 
frieridfhip,  to  fer  them  an  example  of -the  like  towards 
one  another,  and  to  fhew  bis  engaging  care  and  concern 
for  them,  as  alfb  to  fortify  them  againft  the  great  trial, 
which  was  juft  then  coming  upon  them :  For  Satan  bad 
already  (•*»)  fo  far  prevailed  upon  the  corrupt  and  cove¬ 
tous  heart  of  Judat  Ifcaritf,  who  was  the  fon  of  Simon, 
and  one  of  the  twelve  apoltles,  (foe  the  note  oaMatth. 
x.  4.}  as  to  bring  him  to  a'  rctolution  of  betraying  his 
Lord  fl. 

3  At  tbia  time,  tho*  Jefua  knew  that  the  father  bad 
given  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  to  him  as  Mediator, 
and  though  he  was  thinking  of  his  own  divine  original, 
and  approaching  exaltation,  as  one  who  came  from  God 
his  Father  into  this  world,  and  Ihonid  foon  return  to  be 
glorified  with  him  in  heaven: 

4  Tet,  even  .j.  while  rhefe  grand  thoughts  filled  his 
mind,  fo  amazing  were  his  (elf-abatement  and  grace, 

he  got  up  from  table,  and,  pulling  off 

his 


that  on  a  fudden 


MOTES, 

*  Mr*  Htmy  obferves,  tbat  when  his  tvs  our  Lord  ro/b  from  Topper  to  waft  laic  difcl- 
are  fpoken  of,  that  ucavid  bin  aw,  {chap,  pie*  feet,  aib  bid,  i wr.  4,  5. 

11*)  it  i*  t4  i/iw,  Ks  cwtt  things  t  as  a  mao's  fl  1  take  this  to  relate  10  Satan's^  firft  infti- 
cattle  ait  his  own,  which  yet  be  may,  when  gallon  of  1  to  betray  his  Lord,  which 
be  pleafts,  alter  the  property  of  1  But  Kerr  it  pqi  him  upon  going  to  ihcehkf  prfefts,  with 
b  r*;  ibvc,  his  own  prrfiait  as  a  wife  40  offer  of  delivering  Mm  op  to  them,  and 
and  children  arc  his  own,  to  whom  he  Rands  was  before  the  pa'flam*fupper,  {M&U  ixvi, 
In  a  con  Rant  relation*  1^,  1  j,  it.  and  Lith  xxii.  3,  ■  ■  6.)  and  lb 

f  Tlx  words,  hs  riA^figoify  to  ptrftRaat  it  is  different  from  what  is  laid,  vrr*  17,  30* 
as  well  «  to  the  tad*  Accordingly  1  have  ta*  of  thfo  chapter,  about  Satan's  entering  in* 
ken  both  fen fcs  into  the  Pa raphrafe;  betaufe  to  him  after  he  received  the  fop,  upon 
the  following  difcohrfes  and  prayer*  to  the  which  be  vent  out  immediately  to  wane 
end  of  chap.  xriL  arc  foil  of  expreiikms  of  bb  villainous  deiign,  the  devil  having  then 
-  Ctorift’s  love  and  cate  after*  as  well  is  before  got  an  enibc  Uceadaney  over  him,  and  gain* 
he  ftonld  go  to  heaven,  and  that  not  only  cd  his  point  upon  him ;  and  perhaps  the 
for  the  comfort  of  his  diidpUi,  as  long  as  time  of  Judai**  firil  going  into  this  detign 
they  Ihould  live  in  this  world,  but  like  wife  was,  when  he  was  vexed  be faufe  he  could 
for  the  fafe  arrival  of  all  Hh  to  glory.  not  get  the  price  of  Maty* $  ointment  into 

f  AUfwwtK  on  Exti.  xtL  0*  lays,  lhat  the  his  hands,* {chap.  xii.  4,  j.) 

Jw  ufod  firft  lo  eat  Tome  of  the  bitter  herbs  1  It  is  probable  that  lie  was  likevt  afe  dif* 
and  unleavened  bread,  then  the  table  was  ta*  courting  on  this  TubjeOtO  his  difcipltt,  whkh 
ten  away,  and  afterwards  was  brought  again;  made  his  condefeenfion  in  wafting  their  feet 
Mai  this  feems  to  me  to  be  the  time  vfeco  the  more  fcrpri£og  to  rbera* 


Cb*  xiu. 

mots;  aa4  took 
a  towel,  &od  gini- 
cd  hiio&lL 

5  After  tbit 
he  poorah  water 
into  a  Mon.  and 
bmo  to  waOi  the 
wipin'  feet,  and 
to  wipe  ife w  with 
du  towel  where¬ 
with  he  wai  gird¬ 
ed. 

ff  Then  com-' 
eth  be  to  Simon 
Peter;  and  Peter 
fiiih  nolo  htai, 

2#o«t4  doA  tboo 
waib  ny  fta  ? 


Tie  EvangtBJt  John  parapirafiA 


t  JcTos  ui- 
fawri  tn4  (kid 
onto  Mm,  Wtut 
i  do  thoo  know 
«t)MN«i  bat 
tbw  dub  Jua* 


vfa« 


hu  upper-clothes,  took  i  napkin  or  towel,  and  tied  it  a* 
bout  his  wafte  like  a  fenraot  in -waiting. 

5  After  which,  this  Lord  of  glory  poured  water  into 
abafon,  and  let  himfelf  to  walh  the  feet  of  his  poor  dif* 
ciples  and  dependents,  with  his  own  hands,  as  if  he  had 
been  the  meaneft  of  lervanta  to  them,  (i  Saat>  xit, 
41.) and,  ha  ring  lb  done,  be  wiped  them  with  the  cloth 
which  be  had  tied  about  him  for  that  purpofe. 

6  Then,  among  others,  he  came  to  Sanaa,  whom  he 
bad  Gr named  Peter,  to  do  the  Klee  to  him  ?  and  Peter 
being  ftattled,  amazed,  and  Stocked  at  fuch  a  matchlefs 
inftance  of  coadefcenfion,  faid.  Lord  ,wbat  art  thou  go¬ 
ing  to  do  f  Stall  I,  a  poor  {infill  wretch,  ever  fuffer  that 
thou,  whom  I  believe,  and  have  owned  to  be  the  Chrift, 
the  Son  of  the  living  God,  {chap.  vi.  dp,)  Ihouldft  de¬ 
bate  thytelf  at  fuch  a  rate,  as  to  undergo  the  irkfome 
drudgery  of  the  meaneft  of  fervants  in  waftitngmy  feet? 
I  cannot  endure  the  thought  of  thy  doing  it. 

7  Our  Lord  anfwered.  It  is  not  for  you  to  oppofemy 
proceedings,  of  which  you  are  no  competent  judge :  You 
do  not  know  the  realms  of  what  I  am  now  doing,  and 
little  think  vhat  is  my  meaning  in  it ;  but  I  will  explain 
fomethiug  of  it  by  and  bv,  (ver,  12,-17.)  >  when 
my  Spirit  Gull  be  hereafter  poured  out  from  on  high, 
you  fhall  be  (till  further  acquainted  with  it,  and  {hall 
experience  the  benefit  I  intend  by  it 

8  Peter  replied,  with  great  vehemence.  It  fignifiea 
nothing  to  talk  of  it  j  though  all  the  reft  of  my  brethren 
fbould  admit  of  thy  doing  it  to  them,  1  know  well  e- 
nough,  that  this  is  too  great  a  dtfparagemenc  to  thee, 
and  too  high  an  honour  for  me :  T  cannot  bear,  and 
never  will  content,  that  thou  Ihouldft  degrade  thyielf  fo 
far,  aa  to  watb  fuch  fordid  feet  as  mine.  Jcfus  ahfwer- 
ed  again,  in  a  wayofteverc  rebuke  for  his  being  fo  bafty 
and  pofitive,  under  a  nuftakpn  notion  of  extraordinary 
modefty  and  humility ;  Nay,  if  you  fo  far  fet  yourfelf  a- 
gainft  my  authority,  wifdoro,  and  love,  as  not  to  fubmit 
to  my  wafliing  your  feet,  you  cannot  be  my  difciple ; 
«iyl  if  you  are  not  really  clean  fed  by  me  *  in  fuch  a  fpi- 
ritual  manner,  as  is  fignified  by  wafhing  with  water, 

Su  can  have  uo  communion  with  me,  or  intereft  in  the 
dfings  of  my  kingdom. 

9  Peter,  thereupon,  feeing  that  fo  much  depended 
upon  it,  and  dreading  the  thoughts  of  being  Separated 
from  Oh  rift,  was  foon  convinced  of  hU  folly,  and,  re¬ 
tracing 

NOTE. 

lav f  b#  fert  dtoitfT)  figeife  h*-  no  intereft  In  him,  or  benefit  by  him.  Data 

1  bkiiuoA tfamMslpQ  with btei  ut*  *7*  4  i«ud  2  Of*  vi.  ij. 


t  Pda  faith 
vnto  bln,  Tboo 

Hub  nerer 
my  feet*  Jefoi 
nuvered  him.  If 
1  with  thee  not, 
thou  b*ft  qopaiy 
wrahiM. 


StooaPetv 

frith 


414  73*  Evungelijl  John  pcrapbrafcd.  Cfa*  xui* 


ijiih  onto  h tin, 

her  l,  not  m 7 
feet  only,  but  al¬ 
io  m  haiuU  and 


to  Jtfus  faith 

to  him,  Ife  that 

is  waih.d  nccdeth 
»ot,  favctu  ^afh 
hit  feet,  hut  if 
clean  every  whit : 
umI  ye  a«v  dean, 

but  not  ill* 


tracing  his  former  refolution,  cried  out,  Lord,  if  this 
be  the  c.ifc,  I  readily  lubmit,  and' beg  that  thou  wouldft 
pleafe  to  walh  not  only  my  feet,  but  my  hands  and  head, 
and  every  part  of  me,  that  1  maybe  tfeanfed  throughout, 
and  may  (hare  in  all  thy  blc flings. 

to  Jefus,  further  to  explain  himfei^jnd  corre£t  Pe¬ 
ter's  mi  Hake,  who  ran  from  one  extreme  to  another,  re¬ 
plied,  He  who  is  once  jollified  and  fan  Rifled,  as  being 
wafhed  by  my  blood  and  Spirit,  only  needs  to  be  further 
clcanfed,  in  the  daily  excercife  of  faith  and  repentance, 
from  the  guilt  and  defilement,  which,  through  remain¬ 
ing  infirmity,  he  perpetually  c.ontra£ts  hy  his  converfa- 
tion  in  the  world,  he  being  already  forgiven  alt  tref- 
•  P*ff*r*  (^*  **• 1 3 '  J  and  freed  from  the  dominion  of  jin 
(Horn*  vi.  14.}  and  molt  of  you,  my  difdjdes,  are  in  this 
icnfc  clcanfed ;  but  though,  as  a  fymbol  of  purity,  I 
walh  all  your  feet ;  yet  every  one  of  you  is  not  really 
clean. 


11  ritf^kncw 
who  fhtnilj  be¬ 
tray  him:  Fhcrc- 
forc  faM  he.  Ye 

vie  not  «ll  clean. 

-  n  $o,  after  he 
had  their 

fcect  and  hdd  ta¬ 
ken  his  garment®, 
and  wji  Ter  down 
again,  hefaLt  un¬ 
to  them,  ICnow 
ye  what  l  hate 
tlucc  to  you  i 

n  Ye  call  me 
JA.  after ,  and  Lti  rd : 
aed  ye  Jay  well ; 

for  fo  1  am. 


t<\  If  l  then, 

’fAitr  Lord  H.nt\ 

rMafter  ,  have 
wdheri  ynur  feet, 
yc  a JJb  to 

wadi  one 
tier’*  fc$c. 


We  !'fv 


11  The  reafott  of  his  laying,  .all  of  them  were  not 
clean,  was,  bccaufc  he  knew  that  Judas >  though  a  pro- 
feflbd  difciple,  was  (till  in  his  fins,  and  that  he  would 
treacheronfly  betray  him  into  die  hands  of  his  enemies. 

13  Then  our  blefled  Lord,  having  gone  through  the 

fervile  work  of  w  a  thing  all  his  difei  pies  feet,  put  on  his 
upper-clothes  again;  and,  fitting  down  at  table  with 
them,  he,  to  convince  .them  of  their  ignorance,  and  to 
nife  their  attention,  and  their  defire  of  his  inltrucWons, 
fa  id,  Do  ye  understand  the  meaning  of  what  I  have  done 
to  you;  And  what  leflbns  ye  are  to  leant  from  it i  111 
tell  you  :  .  .  > 

r  3  Ye  often  falntc  me  under  the  title  .of  your  Lord 
and  Mailer,  and  prefers  to  own  measfucb,  and  ye  there¬ 
in  do  right;  for  I  realty  am  the  only  Lord  of  your  faith 
and  obedience,  and  your  only  teacher,  on  whole  autho¬ 
rity  ye  may  depend.  .  , 

14  If  therefore  (<*’}  I,  who  am  indeed  your  Lord  and 
Matter,  and  whom,  as  fiich,  ye  own  to.be  infinitely  your 
fuperior,  haveneverthelefscondefcended  to  fodefpicable 
and  troublefome  an  office,  as  that  of  waffling  your  feet, 
to  teftify  my  affection  to  you;  how  much  more  ought 
ye  to  be  ready,  on  all  occafiuns*,  to  Hoop  to  the  mean- 
eft. and  molt  laborious  ftivices,  for  teftitying  your  mu¬ 
tual  love,  and  afford i ng  reciprocal  affiiljncc  to  on;  an¬ 
other, 

T  F„ 

thU;  but  for  oldening  ibt> 

ccrrinnny  of  feigned  humility,  by 

people** fm  crow  vc:tr  o;t  TL*v+'i -v  o:’ 

P  r-  '  ' 


N  O 

rratJ  that  ibe  apof>}et  ever 


ii'klh'-d  the  kef  of  one  another,  or  of  any 
o-hor  i!5fi:ij:Us;  and  therefore  what  our  Lord 

is  only  10  be  under  flood  of  ihf'r 

ii\  f:n:D£  cJEccs  to  cech  ether,  as  a: 


Cb.  xtii. 


'Tbe  EvajigeUft  John  parapbrafidt 


IS  For  I  bive 
given  you  an  ti* 

ample,  that  ye 
ihoald  do  k  f 
iuvcdaoc  loyon. 


id  Verily  r 

ly  1  lay  onto  you, 
The  fcmnt  is 
oot  greater  than 
HU  Lord ;  luiiiicr 
he  that  is  frnt, 
prater  than  he 

that  fiat  hioi« 


1 7  If  ye  It  now 

theje  thing*,  hap¬ 
py  act  yc  tf  ye  do 
them* 


other*  who  are.  all  on  a  level*  as  fellow-fervants  and 
brethren*  in  my: kingdom  and  family  ? 

j  5”  Fpr  1  haveherein  ddigned  to  :fet  you  an  exam¬ 
ple,  which  is  highly  worthy  of  your  imitation*  that  ye 
fliould  cheerfully  attend  to  every  duty  of  humility,  kind- 
nefs  and  love,  to  the  refreOunent  and  comfort,  purity 
and  welfare  of  your  fellow-chrilUans  aodfcliow-fervants, 
and  not  be  ailiamed,  or  think  .much  of.  doing  any  of¬ 
fices  to  them,  as  mean  and  femile  as  this  which  I  have 
now  done  to  you*  . 

16  To  reconcile  you  to  thefe  felf-denying  duties,  f, 
who  am  Truth  itfelf,  afluredly  tell  you,,  that  no  fervant 
ii«,.or  fheuld  tbink;  himfelf  tp  be  above  bis  Lord,  nor 
(hould  he,  who  is  fent  ,to  execute  any  com  million,  think 
himfelf  above  his  principal  who  fent  him  :  And  there¬ 
fore,  as  ye  are  my  fervant 8  and  apofUes,  ye  ought  not 
to  be  afhamed*  or  thinkit  beneath  you  to  condefccnd 
as  far  to  others  as  I  have  to  yoq.  But  Ihould  learn  of 
me*  who  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  {Mattb.  xi.  29.) 

17  Ye  may  hence  receive  ufeful  inftruftion  relating 
to  your  own  doty  }  and  if  ye  really  underftand  what  I 
mean  by  all  this,  it  will  be  your  great,  happtnels  and 
comfort*  honour  and  advantage*  to  praftife  according 
to  it. 


18  I  fpeik  not 

x>f  you  «1I;  I  know 
whom  I  have 
thofea !  lint  that 
the  feripturo  may 
he  fulfilled.  He 
thar  eateth  bread 
with  me  ,  hath 
lift  tsp  hi*  heel 
agunft  me* 


18  1  do  not  indeed  exped  that  this  will  be  done  by 
every  one  of  you.  No,  I  always  was*  and  (till  am,  fully 
acquainted  with  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  all  your 
heart&t  Tho’Ifiavc  chofen  you  all  to  the  apoillelhip* 
[ebap.  yj.  70.)  yet*  as  I  but  now  laid,  (ver.  lf>.)y£  are 
not.allciepn ;  l.know*  which  of  you  1  hare  chofen  to 
foi.th,  holipefs*  and  falvation,  as  well  as  to  (he  apoftolic 
office :  But  their  is  one  among  you  f,  whom  1  have  not 
chofen  -to  grace  and  glory,  but  have  taken  into  the  apo- 
ftlefhip,  and  left  to  the  free  choice  of  his  own  perverfe 
will,  that  what  the  fexipture  fays  of  Davidp  my  type, 
(PfuLxlu  9.)  may  be  eminently  fulfilled  in  me,  vrz.iie 
who*  like  a  friend*  fat  at  table,  and  familiarly  eat  with 
me,-({ee4be  note  on  Mark  xiv.  20.)  has  turned  his  back 
upon  .me,  and  with  an  ingratitude,  enmity  and  comcmpr* 
worfp  than  that  of  brutes  to  their  mailers  that  feed  them* 
has  fpurned  and  kicked  at: me  to  kill  me. 

19  Now 


NOTES. 

*  Tt  U  manifeft  to  n*e*  that  ChHft  here  thcmfclvcs,  he  did  nor  ty,  I  know,  osivc, 
means  a  more  peculiar  and  berrefictii  efetftafl  wjiat  rpulitic* are*  h«t  v;s  the  perRo*, 
thin  to  the  office  pf .  apotfk* »  ,/or  he  hat]  qflupn  L  havqjchQjtn* 
chofen  tfiom  all  to  fhts :  Hut  h«  here  fpeake  J  E*potitni*  generally  this  paf- 

of  a  diferi  mi  luting  choice  of  fotnt  of  ititm,  elliptical ;  accordingly  1  have  fiippli* 

uliicti  (till  rvi:  rn  them  all,  and  parti*  cd  what  may  he  wanting  to  fill  up  the  fcn- 

cutarfy  to  JW;fj  ;  Andiolbcwiliathiskiiotv-  *  ttfree,  with  what  1  take  to  he  cioit  njturdljf 
ing  whom  he  had  chofen,  related  not  to  their  ■frjrjefecd  by  the  foregoing,  words. 

ditjufrioEi,  but  to  the  periods 


4*6 

How  I  tell 

yon  before  it 

come,  vlur*  when 

it  fc  come  ta  pais* 

jr«  n»ay  bdim 

(hit  1  mk 


JV  Evangtlifl  John  poraphrofti. 


Chi  siu 


to  Verily  veri¬ 
ly  1  lay  troco 
you.  Be  that  re- 
ctneh  vboaife- 
ever  I  lead  cfe* 
cciveth  me  i  lad 
ho  tbot  rmivcth 
me  receiveth  him 
tkthatmt 


it  Who  TcAi* 
hid  that  faia,  he 
vu  troubled  in 
fjparit,  and  IcAt- 
ned,  and  £udt 
Verity  verily  1  fey 
unto  yoa,  that 
one  of  you  JhtU 
betray  me* 


it  TH«  the 
difdpki  looked 
one  on  id other, 
doubting  of 
whom  he  {pike. 


ay  Now  there 

vu 


*  Thfi  wu  the 
krotv  ibis  Coif*], 


19  Nov  I  tell  you  of  this  beforehand}  that}  when 
the  reft  of  you  come  to  fee  the  {hocking  event}  ye  may 
not  be  difeo  ura  red  or  {tumbled  at  it ;  but*  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  may  be  the  more  cAabtifticd  in  your  belief}  that 
I  am  the  true  Mefliah,  who  ferefawthe  end  from  the 
beginning}  and  willingly  yielded  myfe If  up  to  the  woift 
of  ufage,  according  to  the  appointment  of  my  Father, 
and  tbtt  divine  predi&ion,  which  was  bereiu  to  be  ao- 
compfiftied  in  me. 

20  And  further  to  take  off  their  di/courage  meat  as 

if  their  /looping  fo  low  as  bchad  ordered  them}  and  as 

if  one  of  their  own  number's  fe  openly  a£ting  againft 
him,  would  bring  them  under  contempt,  be  faid  to 
them,  I,  who  am  faithful  and  true,  affure  you,  that  be 
who  loves  and  honours  any  ambaffador  of  mine,  and 
receivea  his  tdHmony  concerning  me,  {hall  be  looked 
upon  and  efteemed,  as  {hewing  the  fame  regard  to  my 
one  perfon ;  and  be  that  embraces  me,  by  faith  and 
love,  as  the  only  tiue  Mefliah,'  does,  in  effeft,  receive 
my  Father  himlclf  who  lent  me. 

21  When  Jefua  bad  faid  tbefe  things  to  bis  di  Dei  pies, 
to  prepare  them  for  the  further  difeoveries  be  was  going 
to  make  of  the  traitor,  and  to  caution  the  traitor  him- 
felf,  that  he  might  ftill  have  room  for  repentance,  and 
be  left  inexcusable  for  want  of  it »  be  (hewed  a  more 
than  ordinary  trouble  and  concern  of  mind,  not  mere¬ 
ly  at  his  own  {offerings,  but  at  the  horrid  wickednels 
and  ingratitude  of  Jud&tt  who  was  thereby  bringing  the 
mo  ft  dreadful  deftru£Hon  upon  himfelf :  And,  /peaking 
with  great  earneftnefa,he  faid,  I,  who  am  Truth  itfelf, 
affure  you,  that  one  of  your  number,  who  has  been  all 
along  a  witnefa  of  my  life  and  -miracles,  and  whom  I 
have  chofen  to  be  one  of  my  apoftles,  and  laid  under  the 
high  eft  obligations,  will  never  thekfa  bafely  deliver  me  In¬ 
to  the  bands  of  mine  enemies,  who  will  put  me  to  death. 

22  Then  every  difatple,  except  the  bardned  Judas, 
being  (truck  with  horror  and  amafement  at  fo  folcmn  a 
declaration,  looked  round  about  one  upon  another,  to 
obferve  what  figns  of  guilt  might  appear  among  them  ; 
they  being  at  a  lofa,  and  anxioufly  concerned  (a*^'**) 
'to  know  which  of  them  he  meant,  none  of  them  being 
confeious  of  any  fuch  wicked  deGgn  in  bimfclf,  and  yet 
each  fufpe&ing  his  own,  rather  than  his  brother's  heart. 

23  Now  while  they  were  in  this  felicitous  fefpeoce, 
one  of  them  *,  who  was  a  peculiar  favourite  of  Jefus's, 

fat 

NOTE. 

jpoftU  Jtl*  himlclf,  who  hb  own  name,  when  be  (poke  «/  iU  &/&[ fe 

but  in  modefty  tcaciiled  vbtm  Jtfut  Imd* 


Cb.  xm* 


leaning  m 

Jefos  bofotfi  one 

of  hii  difiiples 

whom  Jdhs  lov¬ 
ed. 

*4  Simon  Peter 
therefore  beck  - 
©tied  to  huQ,.ibat 
be  &ould  ask 
who  it  Jbeutd  be 
of  whom  befpakc. 

is  He  then* 
lying  on  Jefus 
brealr,  fiith  onto 
him,  Lord,  who 
is  it? 


iff  Jeftt  an  ► 
fwered,  fie  it  is 
to  whom  I  Hull 
nee  1  ftp,  when 
T  have  dipped  it* 

And,  when  be 
had  dipped  the 
fop,  be  garc  it  to 
Judas  I  GarioMie 
fin  of  Simon, 

17  And  after 
the  fop  Suan  en¬ 
tered  into  him. 
Then  bid  Jefus 
unto  blau  Thar 
thou  dou ,  do 
quickly. 


*9  Now  no 
mm  at  the  table 
knew  for  vbat 
intent  he  fpake 
this  unto  him. 


The  EvaagtSjl  Johs  paraphra/eS,  4’7 

fit  next  to  him,  leaning  backwards  with  bu  bead  upon 
hu  Lord’s  broil,  according  to  the  ufual  pofture  at  tbe 
pafiuver. 

24  Siam  Peter  therefore,  being  de Crons  to  know, 
and  yet  afraid  to  afle  Ch rift- publicly  whom  be  meant, 
made  a  private  Cgn,  as  perfons  ufe  to  do,  by  winking, 
nodding,  or  pointing  with  tbe  hand,  to  put  that  difripie 
upon  a  flung  him,  which  of  them  it  was  that  he  had 
fa  id  would  be  guilty  of  this  abominable  crime  f 

25  Accordingly  that  dtfciple,  having  a  fair  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  ir  by  being  fo  near  to  Jefus,  fpoketo  him  toft- 
ly,  fiying  in  an  humble  manner,  Lord,  .may  I  have  tbe 
favour  ef  knowing  which  of  us  is  tbe  perfon,  that  will 
betray  thee  ? 

26  Jefus  replied  in  a  whilper,  fo  as  not  to  be  heard 
by  the  reft  of  tne  company,  (vet,  28.}  It  is  he  to  whom 
I  (hall  give  the  next  piece  of  Topped  bread,  as  foon  as  I 
have  dipped  it  in  the  fauce  *:  And  prefently  after  this, 
dipping  a  piece  of  bread,  be  gave  it  dire&ly  to  Judtu 
Jfcarieti  the  foa  ef  Simont  as  an  indication  to  John  that 
this  was  the  man. 

27  And  as  foon  as  Judo:  had  taken  and  eat  the 
fopt,  the  devil  got  fuch.a  prevalence  over  bis  carnal 
heart,  as' to  engage  him  in  a  thorough  Tcfolution  tofet 
about  executing  hisperfidious  defign  out  of  hand :  And 

Jefus  knowing  this,  faidtohim,  W  hatfoe ver  you  are  re- 
folvcd  to  do,  take  your  own  courfe  as  foon  as  you  will, 
I  am  ready,  and'  will  no  longer  keep  you  under  re* 
ft  r  aim. 

*  _ 

28  Now  as  the  difciple  to  whom  Chrift  had  inti¬ 
mated  by  which  of  them  he  fhould  be  betrayed,  did  not 
apprehend  that  it  woold  be  £0  foon;  and  as  the  reft  at 
table  did  not  know  that  Judat  was  tbe  man  (  fo  none 
of  them  underftood  what  Jefus  meant  by  thefe  words, 
and  fbme  mifbok  his  defign  in  them* 

ap  For 

WOT  E  S. 


*  This  dipping  of  the  fop  Is,  I  thin!;,  to 
be  dirtinguilhed  from,  and  foams  to  haw 
ban  after  the  dipping  of  tbe  bind  la  the 
dllh,  which  »  meattoaed  in-  Mafth*  xxvL 
*3.  and  Mark  xiv*  so-  when  Chrift  fir 
Chat  dipfetb  Ms  band  vtitb  mi*  tbe  ^ 
ftmc  jbali  betray  m  l  endi t  if  okt  *f  tbe  mtht 
that  diffeth  vHtb  mc  U  the  &fbi  Fee  that  was 
fpokett  openly  to  them  all,  bat  this  private¬ 
ly  to  3% Ay/  that  rdttcd  to  Judas'*  dipping 
ia  the  dUb  with  our  Lord,  bot  this  to  Cbrift’t 
slipping  the  fop,  and  giving  tt  to  Jndaj; 
that  was  a  more  indetenpioate  fignal,  anfwcr- 
log  to,  and  probahly  at  the  fame  time  with 
what  he  fakl,  (twt.  t&.)  He  that  tatdb  bread 
bath  lifted  up  ms  beef  arainfi  ntt,  hot 

this  was  dcrcrniinatej  and  durwly  pointing 


oat  7«d»  blrafrif  u  the  very  perfoo  whom 
he  meant* 

f  Perhaps  Judas  might  have  tame  ftrfpl- 
cion,  as  if  Chrift’s  giving  him  the  fop  W41 
deigned  to  math  him  oat  as  the  perfoo  be 
Jpokc  of,  and  fo  was  the  more  furfouflj  en- 
raged  agaiaftbim;  However,  Satan,  foctngtbia 
to  dc  a  St  opportunity  to  execute  the  villainous 
dctigit,  worked  more  powerfully  la  this  foa 
of  perdition  now,  than  ever  before,  (foe 
the  note  on  vtr*  a.)  and,  leading  him  cap¬ 
tive  at  his  will,  prevailed  upon  aim  to  for 
about  It  without  delay-  And  his  going  im¬ 
mediately  upon  this,  (wr,  30. }  fee  ms  to  in¬ 
timate,  that  Judas  went  oat  before  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Lord's  tapper-  See  the  note 
on  Luke  xxiL  11* 


428 

10  For  (bmc 

*f  them  thought, 

benaft  Judas tud 
the  hag*  that  Je- 
fuj  had1  faid  unto 
him,  Huy  theft 
fHag$  that  wr 
bate  need  of  a* 
gainfl  thc-Fcatf; 

of  that  he  fltonld 
gWe  fomethtng 
to  the  poor. 

30  He  then, 

having  received 
the  top,  went  im- 
mediately  oat : 
sud  It  was  OfgbU 

31  Therefore, 
u-hcD  hewasgoac 
out,  Jefat  £dd, 
Ko«  b  the  Soo 
of  ni an  glorified, 
and  God  U  glori¬ 
fied  in  him. 


31  If  God  be 
atari  bed  in  him, 
God  ftutt  alfo 
glorify  him  .  in 
Eitoielf,  and  (hall 
0rjightM(j)r  glo¬ 
rify  him.  , 


33  Little  Ail* 
dim,  yet  a  Jittle 

*  e  h 


*  It  U  probable 


The  EDangelift  JotfH  parapbrafed,  Ch,  zlii. 

ip  For,  as  their  little  flock  was  committed  to  Judas's 
cuftody,  they' apprehended,  either  that  Jefus  gently  re¬ 
proved  him  for  negle£Hng  the  dutjr  of  his  office,  and 
ordered  him  to  provide  the  things  that  were  neceJTary 
for  the  following  days  of  the  feair,  (lee  the  note  on  vtr. 
1.)  or  elfc  that  be  *  ordered  him  to  diftribute  fomething, 
without  delay,  in  a  way  of  charity  to  the  poor. 

30  Then  Judas,  having  eat  the  fop,  forthwith  left 
the  company,  and,  being  under  the  power  of  Satan  and 
his  Own  corruptions,  went  away  to  .  the  (anhedrim  to 
get  aififtattce  for  apprehending- JefusV  who  he  fuppofed 
would  foon  be  moving  to  bis  ufual  place  of  retirement : 
And  by  this  time  night  carae.  on,  lb  that  it  was  dark. 

31  When  therefore  Judas  was  gone  qnt  ofthehoufe, 
Jefa8>  knowing  the  bofinefs  he  went  about,  faid  to  the 
reft  of  the  difciples.  Now  the  hour  is  juft  at  hand,  wheu 
I,  the  Mcffiah,  fhal!  f  be  glorious  in  the  work  of  re¬ 
demption,  and  in  the  conquefl  that  I  frail  obtain  over 
fin,  Satan,  and  alt  the  powers  of  darknefs,  hy  my  death ; 
and  fhall  be  glorious  in  performing  my  engagements  to 
the  Father  ;  in  my  zeaL  for  his  glory,  and  love  to  his 
people;  and- in- the  exercife  of  every  grace,  and  of  all 
divine  power  to  fugport  me  under,  and  carry  me  ho¬ 
nourably  through  the  awful  feene  that  lyes  before  me: 
And  God  the  Father  will  he.  glorified  in  and  by  me,  as 
all  his  pecfeQions  will  be  exalted,  with  united  harmony, 
in  the  humble  felf-abafement,  obedience,  fuffrrings  and 
death,  which  I,  in  the  form  of  aJervant,  fo  freely  fuh- 
mit  to. 

3a  Andfince  God  the  Father  will  be  thus  highly 
glorified  in  and  by  me,  he-  will  honout  me  in  my  fuf- 
ferings  with  amazing  figns  and  wonders,  and  with  tef- 
timonies  to  me,  which  .(hall  be  extorted  from  mine  e- 
nemics  themfelves,  and  will  glorioufiy  reward  me  after¬ 
wards  in  my  refnrrefidon,  afeenfion;  and  exaltation  at 
his  right  hand  ;  he  will  glorify  me  in  my  own  perfon, 
and  (J»t*»™  wm  «  w*™)  wjH  glorify  me  with  himfelf,  by 
admitting  me,  even  in  my  human  nature,  to  foil  com¬ 
munion  with  him  in  his  majefty  and  glory;  and  this 
he  will  do  fpcedily,and  in  a  right  way,  )  as  is  molt 
becoming  himfelf  and  .me. 

33  My  dear  children,  whofe  faith  is  weak,  but  whom 
I  affectionately  love,  it  is  but  a  very  little  time  that  1 

frail 

T  E. 

belonged  :o  hii  dyiriffic  fach  a  hdy  And  vic¬ 
torious  manner,  its  he  did,  arvi  nor  to  tfic 
hoiutff  hts  Father  put  upon  him*  *hich  Is 
dlftingnilhed  from  U,  and  fpoken  as  moil* 
ly  confcqurnE  to  it,  ui  the  ikju  veift. 


N  O 

at  the  paflnver-fcait 
our  Lord  had  tried  to  order  a  drilribufior.  of 
alnvf  to  ilw  poor,  far  as  their  fc an;y  cir- 
irt'ianfrs  kvhU  admit  of  it. 

+  Ti;b  cviiiccuiy  elites  to  'the  glory  that 


Ch.  im. 


The  Kvange&fi  John  parapbrafed. 


while  I  am  with 

you*  YcihJl  leek 

me  :  u  1 

fJJ  unto  the 

jews,  Whither  I 

go  ye  cannot 

come;  4o  aow  I 

hy  unto  you# 

■ 

34  A  new 
cntumaiidniefU  1 
£ive  uoto  you. 
That  yc  lave  one 
smother;  '  a$  I 

lute  Loved  you, 
i bal  yc  alfo  Love 
one  another. 


fliall  continue  in  the  body  with  you :  When  I  aim  gone, 
ye  will  be  earoeftly  deC rou s  of  being  with  me;  but  as 
1  once  and  againbave  told  the  unbelieving  Jew  ab- 
fvlutely,  {chap*  vii.  34,  and  viti.  21.)  fo  i  tell  you  for 
theprefmtt\ver,  36-)  thatyecatmut'as  yet  come  to  the 
blefled  ftate  whither  I  am  going. 

34  Id  the  mcau  while,  1,  your  dying- 'Lord  and  Ma¬ 
iler,  authoritatively  leave,  ana  bind  upon  you,  one  great 
commandment,  in  a  particular  manner,  which  indeed  is 
not  in  itfclf  a  new  one  *,  but  is  fadly  corrupted,  and 
al mod  forgot  and  loft  j  I-therefore  enjoin  it  upon  you 
by  a  new  example,  and  with  new  explications,  motives 
and  inforcements,  that  it*  may  be  obferved  with  a  new 
fpirit  and  temper,  and  in  a  new  manner,  as  a  fund** 
mental  law  of  my  kingdom,  and  may  be  ever  frefh  in 
your  minds  and  hearts,  and  written  there  by  the  Spirit 
of  tbe  New  Tcftament,  as  a  mod  excellent  command, 
which  fltall  be  eternally  as  much  in  force,  as  if  it  were 


15  By  this 
fhall  all  men 
know  that  ye  arc 
my  diitiptai  if 
ye  Uavc  love  one 
to  mother. 


Simon  Peter 
unto  him, 
Lord  1  wfciihcr 
goeft  tltou  ?  Je- 
ib&aQfwtrcdhiti, 

Whither  I  go, 
ihun  cinft  not 

follow 


always  new:  And  this  commandment  is,  that  ye  mu¬ 
tually  love  one  another,  not  in  a  common  way  merely 
as  men,  but  in  an  affettionate,  fynipathizitig,  felf  deny- 
ing  and  beneficent  manner  as  tnydifciples,  in  imitation, 
and  under  a  fenfe  of  my  love  to  you,  in  the  greatneft  of 
which  I  bave  freely  fullered  many  things  already,  and 
am  going  .even  to  die  for  you. 

35  This  is  the  honourable  badge  of  your  holy  pro- 
feflion  of  my  name  ;  and  all  that  fee  and  obferve  you, 
whether  they.be  friends  or  enemies,  fhall  know  that  ye 
are  indeed  my  difciples,  partakers  of  my  Spirit,  and. 
bearing  mine  image,  if  ye  thus  cordially  love  one  a- 
nothcr,  arid  fliew  it  on  all  occaGons,  after  my  example, 
for  my  fake,  and  in  obedience  to  my  command. 

36  Simon  Peter  being  more  imp  refled  with  what  Jefus 
had  faid  {ver.  33.)  about  his  going  whither  the  difciples 
could  not  come,  than  ahout  their  loving  one  another, 
faid  to  him  in  an  abrupt  manner.  Lord,  t  befeech  thee 
to  let  us  know  f  where  it  is  that  thou  talked  of  going 
from  ns  to  fee  up  thy  kingdom  i  Jefus  anfwered,  I  tell 
you  again  that  1  am  going,  where  you  are  not  at  prefent 

N  O  T  P.  S.  a^e 


*  TEiU  cannot  be  u  rider  flood  at  a  Com* 
lufldilmnt  abJbluicly  tfw,  Trace  our  Lord 
him&Jf  had  faid  before,  {Matth*  juu*  39, 
40.)  that  4?  bvt  up  net (AJw  at  ourfiJwtj  is 
tote  nf  the  tws  great  ou  v-bvb 

ail  the  /dv  and  the  prophets  /  and  our 
Evaugelift  fpciki  of  luviiit  out  another,  at 
tin  &!d  tfjajsrtWuffwf,  vhicb  me  kid  Jr&m  the 

(1  John  is.  7-  compared  with 
x  John  v,  5^  \  not  only  from  the  beginning 
r*f  Chnfl’s  mini  [try,  but  even  bom  the  be- 
HftiuTi'F  vf  ihl  w.  rid,  ever  fii-cc  uat&lctd  had 


a  being;  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  Uv, 
over  Gnoe  u  was  delivered  to  ii  bring 
a  fundaiDCDUl  law  of  nature,  -which  ruo* 
through  all  difpenfation*,  according  10  the 
vuioiu  relation*  io  «bkh  we  fliad  one  to 
another* 

f  U  Teems  as  if  Peter  thought  that  Chrift* 
bring  itjcdcd  by  the  Jev^  would  goto  fume 
other  parts  uf  the  earth  to  erect  his  throne, 
where  he  might  reign  without  d . ft ur banco, 
and  with  great  power,  according  10  ;hc  car¬ 
nal  notions  he  Lad  of  Cbnll'*  Kirgdom, 


Ch.  xii. 


43° 

follow  hk  now : 
htit  Uwvuiltak  fol¬ 
low  me  after* 
wards. 


]T  Peter  Aid 
auto  him,  Lord, 
why  cannot  ,  I 
follow  dice  DOW  l 
1  will  Jay  down 
Bijr  life  for  thy 


38  Jetas 
/rad  him.  Wilt 
thou  Uy  down 
tty  life  for  my. 
file’  Verily  ve¬ 
rity  I  fty  unto 
thee.  The  cock. 
Hull  not  crow* 
till  thou  hall  de¬ 
nied  toe  thrice. 


-  The  EvangcBfi  John  paraphrafeJ. 
able  to  accompany  or  follow  me ;  but  you  fhall  follow 

me  In  proper  rime  hereafter,  when  I  have  done  my  work 
by  you,  and  ftrengtbeoed  your  faith  for  treading  in  my 

fufrcring  fteps. 

37  Peter,  not  well  knowing  what  Cbrlft  meant,  re¬ 
plied  with  a  fincere,  but  felf-confident  and  ratii  zeal. 
Lord,  what  is; the  region  that  I  cannot  follow  thee  now, 
as  well  as  at  any  time  hereafter?  I  am  fully  refolved  to 
embark  in  all  difficulties  with  thee,  even  to  the  laying 
down  of'  my  very  life,  ruber  than  defert  thee  r  What 

then  ftiould.  hinder  my  going  aloog  with  thee,  where- 
ever  it  be  ? 

38  To  this  Jefus,  who  knew  him  better  than  he  knew 
himfelf,  anfwered  again,  to  humble  and  warn  him,  Will 

you  rifque,  and  even  facrifice  your  life  for  me  ?  alas ! 
Peter,  you  are  too  felf-confident;  I,  who  fpeak  the 
truth,  afluredly  tell  you  hefore-band,  that,  notwithftand- 
ing  this  vain  boaft,  you  will  this  very  night,  before 
the  time  of  cock* crowing  is  over,  ftumeJully  deny  a 
firft,  a  fecond,  .and  third  time,  that  you  are  any  difciple 
of  mine,  or  that  you  ever  fb  much  as  knew  me  *,  ( LuJte 
ixii.  34.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 


How  affoSionate  and  abiding  is  Ghrift's  love  to  his  own  people;  and  how 

amazingly  docs  he  coodefcend  to  them,  for  their  inftrudioD  and  advantage!  But 
we  cannot  jufily  pretend  to  be  bis  diiaples,  unlefs  he  wafhes  vs  by  bis  blood 
and  Spirit,  and  we  be  ready  to  follow  ms  example  of  con  de  fern  lion,  and  to  obey 
his  commands,  and  particularly  that  great  law,  which  he  has  fo  llrongly  enfor¬ 
ced,  of  loriogone  another  for  his  fake.  How  melancholy  is  the  thought  that 
any  under  a  profelBon  of  Chrift,  and  wider  thehighfift  obligations,  and  the  near- 
eft  nibble  relation  to  him,  fiiould  lift  up  the  heel  agasnft  him !  And  what  fad 
work  does  Satan  make  with  them,  when,  being  left  to  their  own  corruptions, 
he  leads  them  captive  at  his  will  E  But  the  Lord  knows  who  are  his ;  and  yet 
how  many  are  the  imitates  and  defefts,  how  great  the  ignorance*  fdf-conti* 
deuce,  and  raftmefs,  ami  how  dreadfiil  the  falls  of  feme,  that  Cbrift  loves,  and 
that  fincerely  love  him !  What  need  have  the  belt  among  a  us  for  daily  ck  anting 
from  daily  fins !  And  bow  becoming  is  it  for  ns  to  be  ■  always  humble  and  mo- 
deft,  to  have  a  godly  jcalouly  over  cm  rid  res,  sod  to  fubmit  to  the  wifidom  and 
authority  of  Chrift  in  whatsoever  he  (aye,  does,  or  orders  concerning  us !  And 
if  any  thing  kerns  ftrange  and  unaccountable  at  prrfent,  let  it  be  our  comfort, 
that  what  we  know  not  now,  we  fball  know  hereafter*  In  the  mean  while,  we 
can  never  have  too  high  thoughts  of  Cbrift,  whole  prdcncc  is  our  greateft  joy, 

and 


N  O 

•The  tabftance  of  theta  paflara  Is  retired 
In  Lake  xxii,  33*  34;  3$,  u  11  in  our 
Evangelift,  before  ChrilW  going  out  of  the 
hoota  to  the  mount  of  Ouvts :  Bat  a  dlf- 
courie  to  iht  fame  parpofe  is  mentioned  after 
jtinMdffkiitri.  30,33,  34*  33.  (See  the  note 
there)  and  Mark  xW.  It  there¬ 

fore  feem*  as  if  this  were*  coDverGkdon  that 
palled  1  little  before  that  related  by  Matthew 
and  Mar*,  nnleft  we  fuppofc  them  to  have 


T  R. 

*  little  neriefied  the  order  or  time  there*  as 
hi  feme  outer  places,  that  they  might  throw 
things  of  a  like  nature  together.  But  thofe 
lamed  men  that  think  the  tapper,  which 
our  Evangplift  fpeaki  of  in  this  chapter,  was 
■  night  or  two  before  the  paichal  tapper* 
molt  tap  pole  that  his  account  of  what  pafled 
between  Chrift  and  Ptttr,  about  that  ipoftfra 
denying  him,  is  entirely  different  in  time 
from  that  of  all  the  other  Xrangdifts* 


Cb.  xTr.  fie  KvmgeBJt  Johk  paraphrafed,  431 

A 

and  whofe  abfence  our  greateft  grief;  whofc  authority  is  tnconteftibJe ;  who  l* 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  moft  fccrct  dHpofitioni  of  our  hearts*  and  not 
only  know*  what  we  now  arc*  but  what  we  fliaH  ,be  and  do;- who  is  glorious 
ewn  in  his  fafferinys  and  death,  by  which  hU  Father  was  highly  glorified;  and 
who  is  now  exalted  to  all  tbe  grandeur  of  his  throne  and  kingdom  I  He  will  ho¬ 
nour  his  fervanti  that  honour  him,  and  will  regard  thofc  that  receive  bis  mef- 
fengm*  as  if  they  received  him&if  and  his  Father;  add  though  they,  tike  him, 
may  meet  with  treacherptisufigc  from  their  neardt  inti  mat  cv  and  with  other 
fumrings  for  his  fake,  it  will  not  be  long  before  they  will  follow  him  to  glory, 
and  fie  ever  with  the  Lord* 


CHAP. 


Tbi  beginning  <f  Gbrtft'i  farewell  firmtm ,  in  which  he  comforts  bis  difo 
ciples  under  their  troubles  with  promifes  tf  heaven ,  *, — 5.  Speaks 
of  himfelf  as  tbe  way  to  the  Fat her y  and  if  his  own  being  one  with 
with  Aim,  6, — 12.  Ajfures  Ms  difciples  that  he  will  anfvter  the 
prayers,  which  they  offer  up  in  his  name,  13,  14.  Promifes  an* 
other  Comforter,  and  gracious  mamfefiatum  f  himfelf  and  if  the 
Father,  15, — 24 -  Repeats  the  promife  of  the  Comforter ,  bequeathes 
a  legacy  <f  peace  to  /Arm,  and  concludes  the  jirjt  fart  of  Ms  difo 
courfe,  as*—  31. 


Text, 

T  fT  not  your 
^  him  be  trou¬ 


bled  ;  ye  believe 
in  God  t  betim 
alio  in  me. 


Paraphrase. 


AFTER  Judas  was  gone  away,  {chap.  xiii.  31.)  oar 
Lord  faid  to  the  eleven  a  potties.  Take  heed  that 
your  hearts  be  not  dMcorapoled  and  terrified  at  my  ap* 
proaebing  ignominy  and  death ;  or  at  what  I  faid  about 
the  traitor,  ( [chap .  xiii.  21.)  as  if  1  meant  any  of  you; 
nor  be  ye  diflieartened  at  what  I  told  yon,  about  your 
foon  loiing  my  corporal  prefenee,  (chap.  xiii.  33.)  j  or 
at  the  difappointment  ye  will  thereupon  meet  with  in 
your  fecular  expectations  from  me,  and  the  dangers  ye 
will  be  exposed  to  for  my  take :  Ye  have  already  *  faith 
in  God,  according  to  the  revelations  that  are  made  of 
him  in  the  .Old  Teftament ;  and  ye  have  faith  in  me,  aa 
his  own  Son  and  the  Meffiah,  according  to  the  difeove* 
lies  that  in  my-nuniftry,  and  by  my  Spirit,  have  been 
made  of  me ;  this  ought  to  quiet  your  fears :  Labour 

now. 


NOTE. 


*  The  verb  ei^wJi  In  both  put*  of  die  as  maaifefted  in  the  OldTeftemeot, and  enjoins 
lenience  is. the  feme,  and  equally  bcloogy  to  them  to  believe  in  himfelf,  aa  ruanifefted, 
the  indicative  and  imperative  mood,  and  ft  and  to  he  ftiil  farther  manifdted,  in  all  hie 
admits  of  various  conuruffioas.  Bat  it  fam  divine  and  faring  dianden  under  the  Kcw, 
moft  natural  not  to  render  It  In  one  pan  of  Bat  which  ever  way  we  take  it,  Cbrift  bene 
the  (entente  indicative!/  and  In  the  ocher  fpaaks  of  himfelf  n  the  ohjeO  of  the  feme 
imperatively,  at  in  our  tranJlation but  ei-  divine  faith  equally  with  the  Father  ;  and 
ther  indicaovely  or  imperatively  in  both,  ei  therefore  though  he  is  to  be  confidered  as  a 
]  have  pot  it  in  the  Paraph  rafe.  that  the  rea-  diftinA  perfon  from  tbe  Farhcr,  aod  under 
dor  may  mluhit  choice :  Or,  if  he  likes  it  a  difflinQ  notion  as  the  UdCih,  who  was 
better,  be  may  follow  our  verGon,  according  (cot  by  tbe  Father;  yet  ho  is  not  diltiDguUh- 
towhidiourbwflcd  Lord  owns  with  commcn-  edfrom  him  as  God,  or  as  excluded  Aen 
dadon,  that  the  difciples  did  believe  in  God,  (luring  in  Godhead  with  him. 


43* 


The  tvangiWfi  Jobs  paraplfafeJ:  Ch:.  sir. 


t  Tn  my  Fa¬ 
thers  hoofc  arc 
nany  manfions : 
il  it  were  not  I 
hrvuVd  have  told 
yw*  I  go  to  pre^ 
pare  a  place  for 
yon. 


j  And ifl go, 
and  prepare  a 
place  for  yon,  I 
'will  come  again 
and  receive  you 
veto  myfdf ;  that 
where  I  am,  there 
yc  may  be  alfo. 


4  Andwtoither 
tnc  way  p  lender* 


now*  ia-&  fpecial  manner,  to  live  in  the  daily  exercife 
of  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  of  the  fame  divine  faith 
ini  me;  and  this  wiU.be  an  effectual  means  of  your  fojv 
port  and  comfort,  under  all  the  troubles,  that  now  fill 
your  hearrs,  or  are  coining  upon  you. 

a  For  in  heaven,  where  my  Father  dwells  in  the 
higheft  raanifeftations  of  himfelf,  there  are  many  delight¬ 
ful  abodes,  as  many  as  there  are  (ons  to  be  brought  to 
glory  v  and  there  are  fome  particularly  for  yon,  that  ye 
may  hare  eternal  reft  and  fatisfeftionj'  after  all  the  toils 
and  troubles  of  time;  if  it  -were-  other  wife,  fuch  is  my 
faithfalnefa  and  affection  to  you,'  that  I  would  certainly 
have  undeceived  you  as  I .  often -have,  when  ye  vainly 
expected  temporal  .dignities  and . poffeflions  frftm  me: 
But  the  very  btafiiiels  and  defign  of  my  departure,  by 
death  to  heaven,  is  to.  procure  a  right  of  admiffion  to  it, 
hy  the  merit  of  my  atoning  blood,,  for  you,  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of  it  as  a  forerunner  in  your  names,  and  to  dlf- 
pofe  of  things  in  the  beft  manner,  and  get  them,  ready  a- 

gainft  your  arrival  thither, 

3  And  (i*0  when,  or  as  furety,  as  I  go  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  to  provide  a  blefied  refidence  there  for  you, 

I  will  quickly  return  by  my  Spirit  to  take  care  of 
you,  and  to  fit  you  for  that  heavenly  habitation;  and  I 
will  receive  your  fouls  at  death,  and  your  whole  perfous 
at  my  fecond  appearing,  into  my  immediate  prefence, 
for  intimate  felitmlbip  and  communion  with  mes,  that 
where  I  already  am  in  my  divine  nature,  and  very  foon 
(hall  he  in  my  human  nature,  there  ye  maylikewife  be 
in  a  (late  of  perfeft  freedom,  honour,  and  delight. 

4  And,  by  what  I  have  now,  and  formerly  bid  to 
you,  ye  have  been  told,  and  may  know,  both  the  place 
to  which  I  am  going  and  the  way,  in  which  ye  here¬ 
after  are  to  fallow  me  thither. 


'  jThomasftith  5  Thomas  t  who  was  apt  to  be  of  a  doubtful  and  un- 
dnto  him,  Lon),  believing  heart,  (chap.  ax.  25,  27.}  and  could  not  get 
weknowyotwjn-  rid  of  his  notions  about  temporal  dominion,  replied, 

»nd  how  an  we '  Lord,  ootwith landing  all  that  thou  haft  laid,  we  are 
know  the  way  >  (till  at  a  lofs  about  the  place  to  which  thou  art  going ; 

how.  is  it  poffible  then,  that  we  Ihould  know  the  way  01 
following  thee  thither  ? 

nnta^hiffl  i*lai  6  Jefus  anfwered  him,  I,  myfetf,  am  the  *  only  true 
the  way,  w.  >>.e  and  living  medium  of  imercourfc  between  heaven  and 

tmih,  earth, 

NOTE. 

Some  ftippofe  that  Chrlft  hert  U  firth  the  frfip  aaJ  A?ir*jr  he  ha t  ftnfiirtiU 

HevdSattUf  to  demote  that  he  if  the  true  /w  thr&tth  the  vd /,  tt^t  ir  tv  /j/*  t 

and  (iyinij  way*  accor Jiuj;  to  wlmt  the  apn-  (Hir^,  x.  13,  *o.)  I  hvtt  accordingly 
file  fpcaks  of  bditvi'n,  Isiitteft  ^  tbU  fenfe  a  place  in  tic  fU* 

w  Ufa  the  ty  the  bfai  ef  ^  4 


Ch.  xin 


The  Ev&ngelift  John  parapheafed. 


(rmh,  am 1  the 

life;  '  no  nun 
c^md  h  unto  tbe 
Failicr  bat  by 
me. 


?IfycW  klkowa 

m^ycfbouMfaavfc 
known  my  Father 
(Ifo  i  and  from 
tieDceforth  ye 
know  bimt  and 
jure  iecs  him. 


8  Philip  filth 
unto  him.  Lord, 
Jhew  tu  the  Pi- 
iher*  and  ii  fiiEG* 
©cih  mu 


9  Jtfus  faith 
onto  hint.  Hive 

1  been  fo  long 
time  with  yoo, 
and  yei  haft  thou 
um  known  ntf. 

Philip  ?  he  that 

hath  taco  me  bach 
fren  the  Father  ; 
and  how  fayelt 
tfunihff,  flitw  ut 
the  Father? 


earth*  and  of  your  finding  acceptance  with  Cod,  and 
receiving  grace  to  advance  you  to  eternal  bleffednefe  ;  I 
am  the  as  by  my  own  blood  1  am  catring  into  the 
holy  place*  and  Inal!  thereby  open  a  way  for  you  to  fol¬ 
low  me;  I  am  the  Truth,  as  all  the  legal  types  and  Iha- 
dows  are  fulfilled  in  me,  and  as  I,  the  Amen,  the  faith¬ 
ful  and  true  Witnefs,  teach  you  the  Cure  way  to  heaven 
and  glory:  And  I  am  the  Lift,  as  1  have  life  in  myfelf, 
and  am  the  author  of  fpl ritual  and  eternal  life,  to  "all 
that  believe  in  me :  So  that  no  man,  in  his  fallen  Hate* 
can  make  any  acceptable  approach  in  worfliip  to  the 
Father,  or  have  any  comfortable  communion  with  him, 
by  faith,  and  love  here,  or  have  a  perfonal  entiance  in¬ 
to  his  immediate  and  blefTcd  prefence  hereafter,  in  any 
other  way  than  by  me. 

7  And  as  for  the  Father,  to  whom  I  tell  you  I  am 
going,  had  ye  clearly  understood  what  1  am  in  my  di¬ 
vine,  as  well  as  human  nature,  ye  mull  have  known 
who  and  what  my  Father  is,  be  and  1  being  in  nature 
and  eficntial  properties  one,  {chap,  x,  30.) :  And  from 
this  time  forward  ye  begin,  and  (hall  go  on  to  know 
more  oT  him,  and  indeed,  ye  have  already  feen  more 
of  him  in  me,  and  in  the  man i fella t ions  that  1  have 
made  of  the  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  than  ye  are  a- 
ware  of, 

9  Hereupon  Philip,  another  of  the  apoftles,  wbofe 
faith  had  a  great  mixture  of  unbelief,  {chap.  vi.  7.)  laid 
to  him,  Lord,  if  thou  wilt  but  pleafe  to  give  us  fome 
vifible  representation  of  the  Father,  as  God  ufed  forne- 
times  to  give  of  himfelf,  in  extraordinary  vtQons  to  the 
antient  prophets,  this  will  entirely  fatisfy  all  our  doubts, 
and  (Hence  all  our  fears, 

9  Jefus  replied,  in  a  way  of  gentle  rebuke,  Hare  I 
been  upwards  of  three  years  daily  and  familiarly  con- 
verfing  with  you  all  ?  And  what,  Philip,  art  thou,  who 
waft  one  of  my  firft  difciples,  {chap.  i.  43, 44.)  (till  ig¬ 
norant  of  my  original  nature?  I  tel)  thee,  that  whoever 
is  duly  acquainted  with  me,  has  feen  fucb  divine  per¬ 
fections  manifeftiog  themfelves  in  my  perfon,  mini  dry 
and  miracles,  that  be  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  Father  % 
but  has  feen  fucb  lively  difplays  of  his  nature  and  ex¬ 
cellencies  in  me,  who  am  the  exprefs  linage  of  bis  per¬ 
fon,  as  exceed  all  former  vifible  reprefen  rations,  which 
in  their  main  delign,  were  only  fb  many  types  and  (ha- 
dows  of  what  now  appears  in  me :  How  ftrange  is  it 
then,  that,  after  fo  long  acquaintance  with  me,  thou 
fhoutdft  deli  re  me  to  (hew  you  the  Father,  in  order  to 
your  faiisfaction  and  comfort  ? 

t  £  c 
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to  What 
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to  Belbve ft  thou 
not  that  1  am  in 
the  Father,  and 
the  Father  in  me? 
the  words  that  l 
/peak  unto  you,  I 
(peak  not  of  tny- 
frit  ;  but  the  Fa- 
thcr,  that  dwell- 
cthin  me,  he  doth 
the  uorkf* 


rf  Relieve  me 
that  1  atrt  in  the 
Father,  and  the 
Father  in  me;  or 
die  believe  me  for 
die  very  works 
juke* 


ri  VerHy  veri¬ 
ly  1  iky  unto  ynu, 
he  that  believcih 
on  me  1  lie  works 
Chat  I  do  Dull  be 

do 


7%t  Svaagi 


Ch.  iir< 


to  What  I  Doft  thou  not  yet  belitrc,  that  I  and  my 
Father  are  To  effewially  united,  as  to  be  infeparaWe, 
though  dilltnft  perfons  from  each  other,  and  that  we 
have  fuch  intimate  communion  in  Godhead,  as  imports 
a  real  and  mania),  though  incomprehenfible  inbeing  ? 
Then,  turning  bis  difeourfe  from  PAiGp  to  all_  the  dit 
ciples,  he,  to  help  the  infirmity  of  their  faith,  raid,  His, 
as  well  a3  every  other  doQrioe  that  1  deliver  to  you,  I 
fpeak  not  merely  of  myfelf,  as  if  it  were  a  private  fen- 
timent  of  my  own,  apart  from  the  Father  |  hut  he  who, 
1  fay,  inseparably  abides  in  me,  exerts  the  fame  divine 
power  with  me  in  performing  the  miraculous  works 
which  I  have  wrought  to  con  ram  it. 

1 1  Believe  me  then,  upon  mine  own  divine  authori¬ 
ty,  who  am  the  Truth,  {vtr.  6.)  that  my  Father  and  I 
have  an  eflential  and  inseparable  being  one  in  the  other, 
as  I  have  laid :  But  (fi  tl  /»)  if  ye  do  not  believe  me  mere¬ 
ly  upon  the  credit  of  my  own  word,  let  the  very  works  *, 
which  I  perform  in  a  divine  Godlike  manner,  fatisfy 
you,  that  I  exert  no  lefs  power,  than  that  of  God  the 
Father  himfelf,  in  bringing  them  to  pafs. 

12  Then  returning  to  his  defign  of  comforting  them, 
(ver.  i.}  he  faid  witn  great  folemnity,  I  faithfully  af¬ 
fair  you,  that  he  who  truly  believes  in  me,  according 
to  the  declaration  I  have  made  of  myfelf,  fhall  be  high¬ 
ly  favoured  in  this  world,  as  well  as  for  ever  faleficd 
with  me  in  the  next;  For  he  fhzll  be  enabled  to  do, 
not  only  the  fame  fort  of  works,  in  healing  the  lick, 
calling  out  devils,  rciloring  fight  to  the  blind,  and  rat- 
fiug  the  dead,  as  t  now  perform,  f  during  my  abode 


NOTES. 


*  T(  forms  to  me,  that  ChtifF*  referring;*) 

hii  work*  here,  as  often  clk*hcrt,  rcfpc£b 
not  merely  his  iti trades  thtmfehrs,  bat  hif 
Sovereign  Godlike  w^y  of  performing  them 
by  hiiflvvn  divine  power,  wtidi  was  the  fame 
in  him  as  in  the  Father  t  Other  wife  ihoie 
wurks  themlrhcf  were  no  proof  of  bis  being 
in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  hioit  or  of 
tlie  Far  her’*  dwelling  in  him,  id  any  higher 
Jenl'e  tbao  the  fame  trivia  be  affirmed  of  the 
apufHc?,  who,  he  fays  in  the  next  yerfr,  ffiotild 
do  the  fame,  and  greater  works  than  rhefr ; 
Modi  Iris  could  it  br'ihtd,  that  he  who  had 
feert  him  had  atfo  fcen  the  Father,  inilifs  he 
had  been  partaker  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  Father,  and  had,  to  his  aOtng  like  a  di- 
Tinc  peribn,  everted  the  very  frnie  power  as 
refides  In  the  Father  himfclf,  ami  that  in  fuch 
on  frhfoimt  way  as  the  Father  himfdf  would 
have  done  U>  had  lie  appeared  pcrfonaUy  and 
vifihlv  among  men ;  Fnr  muting  like  thir 
vu  ever  £ud  of  ibe  spoilks,  or  any  other 


mere  man,  bees  trie  they  afled  not  by  their 
own,  but  by  Cbrifl1*  power. 

f  Here  our  Lord  accurately  {peaks  of  the 
works,  whtcb.be  then  wrought,  frying,  iu  the 
prelent  teufe,  fa  ry»  ctw)  wiwt  i  i  ,*  For 
be  was  likewife  the  acthor  of  thufe  prater 
workup  that  the  a  portlet  were  after wante  to 
do*  beaufe  lie  went  to  the  Father  to  excrdle 
all  power  at  bis  right  hand  r  And  tbefe  great¬ 
er  works  might  partly  rri'ptft  one  apoftk*$ 
working  miracles,  merely  by  his  purdne* 
and  another  by  <firritd  from  bif 

(Adt  t,  if,  and  iu.  u*  but  priori- 
pally  their  {peaking  ail  forts  of  languages 
for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel  amoiig  all 
nttioof,  and  the  wonderful  power  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  that  attended  their  nr  nitra¬ 
tions,  for  the  oonvcrfrm  of  three  thonfind 
at  once,  and  afterwards  of  innumerable  rrd- 
tiiudcs  of  Jtvts  and  C(iin7«(  for  many  fee- 
ending  years  toother,  beyond  all  that  vt* 
ever  dene  by  Child's  prefonal  minimi  j. 
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doiUbi  and  great-  inearth ;  bat  lie  (hall  be  an  inftrnment  in  my  band,  of 

^°>nS  ft»U  greater  works  than  thefe,  with  longer  con- 
c^uicigoaotoo;  tinuance,  and  .wider  extent,  among  Gentiki  as  well 
Father.  as  Jewtt  and  with  more  remarkably  happy  effc&s,  to 

the  convctfion  of  vaft  multitudes  of  both,  through  all 
nations  of  the  world  $  becaufe  I  go  to  be  enthroned  in 
glory,  and  to  exercife  all  power,  at  the  Father**  right 
hand. 


tj  And  whit* 

foever  ye  Iball  aJk 
In  my  Dame,  jhat 

will  1  dnf  that  the 
Tit  her  may  be 

glorified  In  the 
Son. 


1 3  And  whatfoever  ye  (hall  aflt,  upon  the  foot  of  my 
warrant  and  promife,  with  bumble  dependence  on  my 
wtfdotn  and  power,  faithfulnefc  and  grace,  and  on  my 
merit  and  advocacy,  that  ye  may  honour  me  ;  I  will 
certainly  perform  it  in  anfwer  to  your  prayers,  that  the 
Father  himfejf  may  thereby  manifeft  his  glorious  per* 
fedions,  in  my  gracious  and  almighty  operations,  and 
through -my  obedience  and  (offerings,  who  am  his  own 


Son* 


14  if  j*  Dull  14  What  foe  ver  ye,  I  lay,  making  mention  of  my 

mr  iudiej>>l**!u  name>  *n  this. manner  pray  for,  that  may  be  for 

&J it,  '  the  glory  of  God  and  your  good,  and  particularly  for 

your  aflifUnce  and  acceptance,  fupport,  encouragement 
and  (uccefs  in  your  work;  I  will  not  only  take  care  that 
it  be  done,  but  1  myfelf  will  certainly  do  it,  as  work* 
ing  together  .with  my  Father  therein. 

«i  if  ye  love  i  £  Since  therefore  tbefe  will  be  fome  of  the  princi- 

m*lSiwrtfcCOin"  Pa^  fru*K  mT  departure.  If  ye  indeed  love  me,  give 

proof  of  it,  not  by  being  troubled  at  the  thoughts  of 
lofing  my  company,  and  your,  fecular  expectations 
from  me,  which  (elf-love  will  prompt  you  to,  but  in 
having  a  confciemious  refped  to  all  my  command* 


if  And  I  will 

pray  ibc  Father, 
and  he  Dull  gin 

you  another  Con- 
toner  ,  that  he 
may  abide  with 
yon  forever; 


ments, 

16  And,  for  your  encouragement  herein*  I*  as  your 
High~prtc  It  and  Advocate,  will  intercede  dFeftaally  with 
my  Father  for  yon}  and  he  will  join  with  me,  {chap* 
xv.  26*}  in  fending  yon  *  another  counfeUor,  advocate, 
and  Comforter*  tofuppiy  the  want  of  my  corporal  pre* 
fence,  in  inftrufting,  aflifting,  and  exciting  you  to  e~ 
very  duty*  in  pleading  your  caufe  againft  your  adterfe- 


N  o  T  E. 


nes, 


•  The  Spirit  ii  here  evidently  ipohtn  of  i a  moll  oommoalj  nfed  to  iignify  in  advo- 
is  a  diftinft  perfoo  from  Chrift ;  tic  vis  one  cate  that  pleids  another's  eaofit :  But  a*  alt 
Pdrcftot,  and  the  Spirit,  who  after  hit  do*  that  the  Spirit  doe*  of  rbift  kind,  U  in  a  com* 
picture  ihotild  come  from  the  father,  wtft  fnmble  manner  for  the  dEftaaoe  and  relief 
another,  (*xx&)  another  per  fan,  though  of  hit  fervantr  and  people,  he  may  be  pro* 
not  (aJUu)  another,  bang,  nor  (a?ipfe-)  a  perly  enough  ftiled  the  Comfiftert  with  re* 
different  fort  Of  Comforter  i  '  the  Gan  and  gwd  to  his  work  therein,  as  well  as  wifi i  r<s 
Spirit  bang  ootf  In  d&ncc  with  ihe  Fuber ;  gard  to  the  divine  confotitlons  that  he  affordp 
and  the  Spirit  being  the  fame  ibet  of  divine  bcUcvers^  under  all  their  troubles,  by  fhed- 
Comforter  as  Chrift  himtidf  had  beat  to  dirg  abroad  Cod**  love  in  their  hearts,  and 
hlsdtfciples.  The  verb  049  owxw  fignifcs  wuncfllng  with  their  fpirits,  that  they  rc 
to  exoit,  co!nfoit>  iDtrcHt,  sod  plead  j  and  the  children  of  Cod,  aod  heirs  of  glory, 
the  word  derived  from  thence, 

£  c 
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The  Evangelift  John  paraphrased* 


Ch.  tiv. 


T7  EW*  the 
Spirit  of  troth, 
whom  flic  world 

p 

cannot  rective  „ 

bcuuft  it  (ettb 
him  Mi  neither 

knaveth  Mm:  but 

Jeknov him;  tor 
t  dwdi^th  «iih 
yo ot  *od  ihall  be 

m  you. 


ti  J  vnii  not 

leave  you  cum- 
tonka  l  I  will 
come  to  you, . 


19  Yet  *  lirtfe 
while ,  and  the 
world  Teeth  roe  no 
more  ;  bat  ye  fee 
purr  becaufe  I  live* 

ye  Jhall  live  alio. 


%o  At  [hat  day 

r® 


ties,  and  in  comforting  yon  under  ail  your  tribulations, 
that  he  may  continue  with  you*  nor,  as  I  hare  done,  for 
a  little  while  only,*but  thro'  every  period,,  and  in  every 
torn  and  difficulty  of  life,  till  he  (hall  conduit  you  fafe, 
thro'  death  itfelf,  to  an  eternal  abode  with  me  in  glory. 

17  The  Divine  agent  1  mean  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  who, 
being  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Father  and  me,  is 
like  wife  Truth  itfelf,  may  be  depended  upon  for  his 
faithful  nefis,  and  is  the  author  and  teacher  of  aU  truth : 
The  carnal  men  of  this  world,  remaining  fuch,  cannot 
indeed  entertain  or  embrace  him,  becaufe  they  have 
no  true  knowledge  of  him,  nor  are  well-affected  toward 
him :  But  ye,  who  are  enlightened,  and  renewed  by 
his  operation  upon  your  hearts,  are  already  in  fomc 
meafure  experimentally  acquainted- with  him  :  For  he 
at  prefent  dwells,  and  works,  and  manifefts  himfelf  in 
you,  as  his  living  temples,  by  his  gracious,  as  well  as 
miraculous  influence,  and  in  a  little  time  he  will  work 
and  manifell  himfelf  in  you,  with  increafing  light,  and 
power,  and  eonfolarion. 

18  Thus,  though  I  am  going  from  you  by  death,  f 
will  not  leave  you  deftitute  and  ezpofed,  fricndlefs,  and 
forlorn,  as  if  ye  were  fatherlefe  children  (°pr*i«r);  I 
will  fooit  take  opportunities  of  vi firing  you  again  in 
perfon,  and,  after  lam  gone  to  the  Father,  will  return 
by  my  Spirir,  to  your  great  relief  and  exceeding  joy* 

19  It  is  hot  a  very  little  while  before  the  men  of  this 
world,  who  rejelled,  defpifed,  and  abufed  me,  (hall  no 
more  fee  me  on  earth,  as  they  have  for  years  pad:  But 
1  will  appear  in  perfon  again  to  you,  my  beloved  dif- 
ciples,  that  ye  may  fee  me  alive  after  my  palliun  5  and 
becaufe  1  am  the  living  one  in  my  divine  nature,  and 
(hall  rife  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  life  in  my  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  (hall  always  live  m  heaven,  as  the  head  of  the 
body  ;  ye,  my  members,  fhall  likewife  live  fpiritually, 
in  conformity  to  me,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  me 
here,  and  eternally  with  me  hereafter;  in  a  (late  of  juf* 
t  id  cation,  .fanlUfication,  and  eonfolarion  in  this  world, 
and  of  glorification  in  the  next. 

ao  Then,  *  when  I  am  rifen  as  your  head  and  re- 
pre  Tentative,  and  as  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  fin  and 
Satan,  death  and  hell,  and  over  all  your  and  mine  e- 
nemies,  ye  (halt  begin  more  elearty  to  apprehend j  and, 
by  the  fubfequenc  effufion  of  my  Spirir,  (hall-  underft and 

with 


NO 

•  T eat  Jerj  may  rd.ttc  to  Ac  day  when  he 
flwuM  appear  to  them  after  his 

fry  which  he  would  be  declared  to  be  the  Son 


T  E. 

of  Cfod  with  power ;  or  to  the  day,  when 
he  would  fetal  his  Spirit  to  them  ;  or  to  cht 
day  when  they  Jboutd  lire  with  blip  In  h**vee 


Cb.  m.  The  Bvangeiiji  John  paraphrafii. 


jttiitHkno*ch»t  with  ftill  plainer  evidence  ;  and,  at  yoor  coming  to  live 

and'fmfin  vr*^1  m*  *n  8*®ry»  know  bell  of  all,  that  1  have 

and  I  in  you.  '  the  eflential  union  with  my  Father  which  1  have  been 

f peaking  of,  (w r.  9,  io,  1 1.)  and  that  ye  have  a  my  ft  i  cal 

and  vital  onion  with  me  by  my  Spirit,  which,  as  1  kid, 
(vrr.  1 7*)  dwells  in  you,  and  dull  be  in  you,  to  fecurc 
your  living  by  and  with  me. 

itHethaihath .  ai  £very  true  believer  who,  by  virtue  of  this  union 
my  umuiad-  with  me,  not  only  hears,  but  heartily  receives  my  com* 

eththera^he  it  Is  «*»idni«ns,  and  faithfully  obferves  them,  is  one  that 
that  tov«h  me :  fiacerely  loves,  and  (hews  his  love  to  me :  Aod  he, 
•mtheihtt  breib  who  in  this  manner  loves  me,  (hall  be  accepted,  ap« 

rfiry  Father,  ami  Prove<1  «•<*  delighted  in,  by  my  Father  for  my  Cake  j 
I  will  love  him,  and  1,  whole  heart  is  the  fame  with  my  Father’s,  will 
wd  will  manifeft  ]ikc wife  approve  of  him,  and  delight  in  him,  and  will 
my  c  to  m.  make  rich  difcoveries  of  myfelf,  and  of  my  fptcial  love 

and  favour  to  him. 


a»  Tudu  fiatb  a  a  Hereupon  Jtuiat ,  not  he  who  was  called  l/cariet , 
unto  lum,  (not  if-  and  was  gone  out  of  the  company  before  this,  (chap. 

Wit U thenfaiu  xiii*  31-)  but  another  apoftle  of  that  name,  who  was 
xiit  nwnifeii  thy-  the  brother  of  J<imesy  (Lake  vi.  *i<S.)  cried  out  with  a- 
tett  muo  ot,  md  mazement,  faying  *,  how'  aftonifliing,  conde-v 

who  the  jj:cil(j:n_  aD(j  endearing  is  this,  and  how  contrary  to 

our  dewrts,  that  thou  fhotddft  thus  gracioully  make 
thyfelf  known,  and  Ihew  thy  peculiar  favour  to  us,  and 
not  to  the  generality  of  the  world  1  (»•  What 

wonderful  kiodnefs  is  this  to  us,  rather  than  to  them  ! 


i]  Jefiw 
ftftrcd  and  frid 
unto  him, lfamw 
love  no  he  wilt 
keep  nty  worth ; 
and  my  Father 
will  Jove  him,  and 

wo  will  come  unto" 

hi*),  »d  mtkt 
our  abode  with 
hi as 


tt-Hc  that  l a* 
verb  meoot  kerp- 
tth  not  idt  fay- 

mgn 


23  jefua,  in  replay  laid  to  him*  If  any  one  fincerely 
loves  me*  thb,  as  1  told  you,  {wr.  ai.)  will  engage 
him  to  receive  my  doftijne*  and  keep  my  commands: 
And  fuck  an  one  is  a  proper  fuhjeft  for,  and  fliajl  be 
favoured  wirh  peculiar  f  mani  fellatio  ns,  not  only  of 
mine,  but  like  wife  of  my  Father's  love  ;  and  we  will 
multiply  tokens  of  our  fpeciat  prefence  with  him,  by  our 
wordy  ordinance*,  and  Spirit,  and  continue  to  hold  free 
and  intimate  communion  with  him,  as  in  the  fpiritual 
houfe  and  temple,  which  we  take  pleafure  to  dwell  in* 

24  On  the  other  hand,  he,  who  does  not  heartily  love 
me*  has  no  confcicntious  regard  to  my  dodrmes  or 

N  o  t  R  fi.  com* 


*  Some  think  tfm.  Jadas7  acmdhig  to 
hit  notion#  of  the  temporal  dominion  and 
glory  of  the  Mriliah,  fpokc  of  Ckritl't  per* 
Jonaliy  appearing  only  to  the  apottta ,  under 
the  power  of  ignorance,  prejudice,  and  con* 
ten*  b±  the  dHappmnimeiu  they  were  thereby 
like  to  meet  with  in  their  exptftenoMr  of  ft* 
eular  hrnioor  and  advantages  from  him :  liut 
as  imthiog  like  ibw  appears  in  hts  words  *ir 
ip  ChttlW  anfwtf,  I  take  them  10  be  the 
language  of  holy  admiration,  according  10 

the  knfc  given  ic  the 


Jjadaf$  quell  ion  war  not.  Lord,  how  Is 
ua  llwu  u-ilt  kac  m  t  but  cIku  thou  wilt 
$&uh \ftfi  thfilf  u>  ur,  ami  not  w  the  uorld  f 
Accordingly  Clirift’s  ttnlinr  is  ro  l>c  under* 
Hood,  loiter  of  ibe  tokens  and  dilbrLries 
of  hit  own  and  hh  Father’s  love,  thin  of 
the  love  Uftlr.  But  which  wer  way  wr  take 
itt  what  he  leys  hm,  and  in  die  followh 
chapter,  on  the  like  fubjett,  is  ro  he  emit* 
dered  as  charafltriflk  of  tfie  o>>jdh  of  his 
and  the  Father's  bvo,  iui  not  as  the  caue 
u*  tiicii  loving 


Tit  EvaxgtB/l  John  parepbrafiOk  Clt.  xfo 


ings :  >ik{  the 
wonl  which  you 
hear  is  not  mine, 
hit  the  Father's 
Which  few  me. 


'  *j  Theft  things 
hare  I  fpnleen  im- 

to  you,  heing  jet 
p relent  with  you. 


id  But  the 
Comforter,  viici 
l*  thcHoly  Ghoft, 
whom  the  Father 
will  Tend  in  my 
name ,  he  -(hall 
teach  you  all 
things,  and  bring 
fll  things  to  year 
tememhraiice  , 
vhtToncr  I  Km 

Aid  usiq  you* 


commands,  and  foie  unfit  for,  and '(huts  himfelf  out 
from  theft  fpecial  privileges :  And  as  the  do&rinc 
which  I  preach  is  not  merely  mine,  but  is  likewife  the 
word  and  command  of  my  Father  himfelf,  who  lent 
me  to  difeharge  the  Mcffiah’s  office,  neither  he  oor  I 
will  dwell  and  commune  with,  or  manifeft  ottrfelvet  to 
him  that  difrelifhes  and  rejeds  it. 

35  Thcfe  things  have  I  delivered  for  your  prefent 
comfort  and  encouragement,  according  to  your  capaci¬ 
ties  of  receiving  them,  and  as  the  little  time  would 
admit,  which  remains  for  my  being  perfoually  prefont 
with  you. 

36  But  after  my  departure,  when  the  Holy  Spirit  (hall 
come,  who  is  that  other  guide,' advocate,  and  Comforter, 
whom  I  mentioned,  (1 ter.  16.  fee  the  note  there)  and 
whom  the  Father  will  certainly  fend,  according  to  my 
merit  and  interceffion,  in  my  room,  and  as  my  agent,  to 
promote  my  honour,  and  carry  on  my  work;  He  (hall 
lead  you  into  a  more  dear  and  estenfive  knowledge  of 
all  truths,  that  are  needful  for  yourfelves  to  know,  or  for 
you  to  preach  to  others  1  and  he  (hall  revive  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  all  the  particulars  which  ye  have  heard  from 
me,  that  ye  may  folly  apprehend  and  uodeirftand  them, 
and  know  how  to  make  a.  proper  and  feafonable  ufo  of 
them. 


»t  Pei«iteav4  jy  In  the  mean  tone  t»  1>  like  zn  affe&ionate  and 

r^iU  mw  dying  friend,  take  my  farewell  of  you  $  and  profperity  of 

yon ;  imi  a>  the  the  nohleft  kind,  even  peace  with  God,  with  one  another, 

worldgivcth.rhrc  atid  in  your  own  fouls,  is  the  bleffine  that  I  leave  to 
I  onto  to»-  Let  *  , 

no*'  y«ur  hem  be  y°«  >  my  peace,  which  is  fuch  as  I  myfdf  enjoy,  and 

ttonLind,  neither  which  I  am  the  purchafer  and  author  of,  1  freely  give 

■Jet  it  be  nfrakL  to  you  :  1  fay  this,  not  in  a  way  of  formal  compliment, 

like  the  men  of  this  world,  who,  at  parting,  only  with 
their  friends  happinefo  abd  peace ;  .but  I  heartily  and 
effe&usly  leave  the  btefling  itfolf  behind  me:  Nor  is 
what  1  bequeath  and  beftow  of  fuch  little  value,  and 
uncertain  tenure,  as  the  bed  legacies  are  that  they  can 
leave ;  hut  it  is  fuch  a  fort  of  peace  as  paifes  all  Under- 
Handing,  and  as  nothing  in  this  'world  can  either  give, 
or  take  away  from  you.  Therefore,  as  I  (aid  before, 
(zw.  i.)  -let  not  your  hearts  be  difeompofed  with  grief 
and  terror,  at  the  thoughts  of  my  departure  from  you ; 
•nor  be  ye  afraid  of  any  difficulty  or  diArefs,  that  may 
bfefal  you  after  I  am  gone  to  the  Father. 

38  J  have  already  faid  that  I  am  juft  ready  to  leave 

you, 

NOTE. 

t  Chrift’s  taking  this  hare  of  hit  ililtipla  this  jvortiJ  j  ,sd  therefore  I  have .  kept  up 
Biiy  cither  refer  to  the  eollom  of  friends  at  both  theft  fitw  in  the  Pirsphraft, 

oral  a  father  or  friend  at  leaving 


1 S  Ye  have  heard 
ho*  I  faid  unto 
yon,  1  go  a*ar, 

and 


Cb.  dr. 
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and  come  atm 
unto  you-  If  yc 
loved  me yc  would 
rejoice,  becaub  1 

Aid,  IfDUDtO  the 

Faiber :  Tor'  my 
Father  Is  greater 
tbu  I. 


19  And  now  I 
bave  tcJd  you  be¬ 
fore  It  coott  to 
p aft,  that  when  it 
if  come  to  pats  ye 
might  believe; 

\o  Hereafter  I 
viflnot  talk  much 
with  yon ;  for  the 
prince  of  thif 
world  comcth  , 
and  bath  rothing 
jo.  me. 


3 1  But  that  the 
world  may  know 
that  I  love  the  Fa¬ 
ther  ; 


you,  but  that  it  is  wick  a  defign  of  returning,  to  receive 
you  to  my  Father’s  hooie  and  kingdom,  that  ye  may  be 
with  me  there,  (vrr.  3.)  If  then  your  love  to  me  were 
truly  fptritual,  regular,  and  confiderate,  ye  would  be  to 
far  from  being  difturbed  and  grieved  at  my  departure, 
that  ye  would,  rejoice  for  niy  fake  and  your  own;  be- 
caufe  I  told  .you  that  I  am  going  to  my  Father,  where  I, 
as  man  and  mediator,  (hall  be  po (Riled  of  the  utmoft 
blefTednefs,  and.  of  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  to 
exercife  it  for  your  advantage:  For  in  the  oeconomy  of 
falvation,  in  which  I  ad  the  parr  of  the  Medial)  as  my 
Father’s  fervant,  he  is  *  greater  than  I,  and  will  reward 
my  obedience  and  (offerings,  by  exalting  my  incarnate 
perjbn  to  reign  with  him  in  glory. 

39  And  1  have  told  you  of  thefe  things  before-hand, 
that  when  ye  fee  them  accompliihed  by  my  death,  and 
afeenfion  to  heaven,  and  by  an  effafion  of  the  Spirit,  in 
conference  thereof,  ye  may  be  the  more  confirmed  in 
youf  belief,  that  lam  the  true  Melfiah,  both  able  and 
willingto  perform  all  my  promifes  to  you. 

30  The  time  wears  off'  10  fall,  that  I  (hall  have  Hide 
opportunity  of  faying  much  mote  to  you  before  my 
death  :  For  Satan,  who  in  his  former  temptations  pre¬ 
tended  to  offer  me  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  as  if  be 
had  the  difpofal  of  them,  {lake  iv.  5, — 7.)  and  who 
works  powerfully  in  the  hearts  of  its  princes  and  rulers, 
as  well  as  in  every  child  of  difobedience,  is  juft  now 
making  his  iaft  effort,  by  flirting  up  his  evil  inftruments 

to  unite  ftratagem  and  force  for  murdering  me.  And 
after  all,  he  can  find  no  corruption  in  me  to  work 
upon  by  his  temptations,  or  to  give  him  power  over  me ; 

nor  can  he  anfwer  his  own  ends  by  all  that  he  is  able  10 

do  againft  me,  who  by  dying  (hall  deftroyhis  kingdom, 
glorify  my  Father,  and  redeem  my  people  ;  nor  can  he 
prevail  againft  me,  to  bring  aboutmy  death  irfelf,  with¬ 
out  my  own  free  content. 

31  But  to  make  R  evident  to  the  whole  world,  and 
particularly  to  my  difeipies  in  it,  that  I  love  my  Father,- 

and 


MOTE. 

*  It is  evident  that  oar  lMd  does  not  here  fays,  (cty.  xvi.  n.)  AH  thing*  that  the 
or  hU  Father  as  greater  than  himfelf,  Father  bath  are  mine :  But  he  it  tu  be  no. 
with  teljieft  to  hi,  divioe  nature  and  per  ton,  derilood,  as  (jink  big  «f  himfelf  here  only 
limply  cmAikml:  For  in  the  Deity  then  is  in  that  fenfc  in  which  lie  wax  g»in.  tu  the 
neither  greater  mw  lets;  and  he  bad  bid  that  Father;  and  that  was  in  his  human  nature 
his  Father  and  he  were  one,  and  had  called  and  mediatorial  charefler,  or  as  the  ineai'- 
htntfclf  the  S*n  of  God  in  fueh  *  (elite,  as  case  Methab ;  And  whillt  be  was  (peaking 
to  make  hirolcK;  property  God,  {chap.  a.  of  himlclf  in  this  character,  it  was  brroilinijg 
— ;(,) ;  he  had  litcriu  in  this  dilcoiiiie  built  hu  Father  and  liiaifelf,  and.  was  fu  Stable 
(rcr.  p,  10,}  aflirted,  tint  his  Father  and  he  to  hi*  ihco  prtfent  IU<  *r  hiuniluiii.n,  awl 
were  one  in -another,  in'fuch  a  manner,  that  his  caicto  lionotw  hi*  Failuj,  that  he  ib.)ii«i 
he  who  line  the  S-m,  h-t  the  I-alhcr  *llo ;  (ay,  My  Father  it  greater  lltatt  i. 
add  in  a  following  pan  0/  hi*  dijeourfe  he 


44* 

ther :  and  sj  *h* 
father*  gave  me 

vomiuandaicnt , 
tvco  ib  1 do-  A- 
.  me ,  lei  hu  go 

brace* 
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gnd  that  as  I,  in  the  quality  of  his  fenrant,  have  recei¬ 
ved  a  command  from  him  to  lay  down  my  life  for  the 
{beep,  {chap*  *.  15,  18.}  fb  I  am  heartily  willing  to 
teftify  my  love  by  my  obedience*  Come,  let  us  rife  up 
from  table,  and  go  away  from  hence  to  the  garden 
where  mine  enemies  are  coming  to  apprehend  me.  ( chap * 
Xviii.  v  j  &c.) 


RECOLL  ECTIDNS' 


What  a  (aft  and  fuitable  obje&  of  (aith,  is  Cbrift,  who  neither  will*  no^ 
Can  deceive  oa !  All  divine  perfections  fhine  in  him,  as  the  4>on  of  his  Fa¬ 
ther* s  own  Ukericla ;  and  there  is  no  knowing  God,  or  believing  So  him  to  fa¬ 
ying  advantage,  nor  any  coming  with  acceptance  and  comfort  to  him,  or 
getting  to  heaven,  but  by  this  great  Mediator.  How  equally  is  he  pofftf- 
fed  oF  deity  with  the  Father;  and  yet  how  amazingly  did  he  condeteerul  to 
take  upon  him  the  faving  office  in  our  nature,  with  regard  to  which  hb  Fa¬ 
ther  b  greater  than  he  i  And  bow  freely  in  the  ditetarge  of  this  office,  and 
in  the  great neCs  of  hb  love,  did  he  obey  his  Father's  vnB,  in  yielding  him- 
fc If  ub  to  fufleringi  and  death,  while  no  powers  of  hell  and  earth  could 
have  brought  him  to  them  without  his  own  content  T  And  as  Satan  found 
nothing  in  him  to  work  upon ;  fo  how  fignally  were  his  defigns  defeated  by 
ibe  death  of  Chrift,  who  rote  again  to  an  immortal  life,  and  went  to  be 
glorified  with  the  Father  i  And  wbat  a  confirmation  ts  it  to  our  faith  to 
fee  thefc  things  which  our  bkfled  Lord  foretold,  fo  exaftly  accompfiflied 
according  to  his  word  1  He  has  how^opened  a  new  and  bring  way  to  God 
and  glory ;  and  there  is  no  room  for  his  difciplct  to  be  troubled  or  afraid, 
but  the  greateft  reafon  for  them  to  igoice,  fince  be,  who  was  dead,  is  alive 
again,  and  is  gone  in  their  nature  to  heaven,  to  provide  delightful  man¬ 
sions  for  them,  and  fee u re  their  intenelt  there;  And  becaufc  he  fives,  they 
thall  five  aJfo  ;  lie  doth  rot  leave  them  comforttefs  while  they  arc  in  this 
world,  but  gives  them  the  nobkft  and  fwceteft  peace  to  over-balance  alt  their 
farrows ;  he  and  bis  Father  will  dwell  in,  and  commune  with  them  that  Jove 
him,  will  tend  his  Spirit  to  guide,  aifift,  and  comfort  them  all  the  days  of 
their  lives,  and  will  aafwer  the  prayer*  that  they  pretent  with  faith  in  his 
name ;  and  he  wifi  come  again,  and  receive  them  into  bis  own  glorious 
pretence  at  death  and  judgment,  that  where  he  is,  there  they  may  Ee  with 
him  for  ever :  He  will  give  them  an  experimental  knowledge  of  their  vital 
Union  with  himtelf,  in  gradual  difeoverits  of  it  by  Im  Spirit  here,  till  at  length 
they  fhafi  clearly  underitand,  and  be  folly  fetisfied  about  it  in  heaven,  where 
they  Avail  tikewite  know  more  of  his  efiential  muon  with  the  Father,  than  they 
can  now  conceive.  O  wbat  matter  of  admiration  is  it,  that  he  Jhuuld  thus  mi- 
iiiffe ft  himfelf  to  any  of  us,  and  not  onto  the  world !  Rut  as  ever  we  defire  fur¬ 
ther  difcoverics  and  indulgences  of  bis  grace,  we  fhould  affrftioaatriy  love 
him,  and  ibnu*  our  love,  by  fnlhfofly  toping  his  commands,  and  cheerfully 
following  bint  whemcr  he  calls  us,  faying,  Artfe ,  let  us  go  hence* 


T 


CHAP.  XV, 


A  ttfltttivathn  of  ChriJFs  farewell  ferm&iy  in  which  he  /peaks  *f  Aim- 
/elf  and  his  difcipUs  under  the  Jimilitude  of  a  vine  and  its  branches , 
i>~ 7*  Commands  them  io  abound  in  fruits  of  hoFtnefty  and  parti* 
eUf^riy  in  love  one  to  another^  by  virtue  of  their  union  with  him ,  8, 


Ch.  xf. 


The  Et/aAgeRfi  Jo  BN  paraphrased. 
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I 


Teit* 

Am  the  trot 
vine /and  oiy 
Father  it  tbchuf- 
adman. 


* 

— 17.  And  amforti  them  againfi  the  hatred  and  perfecutims  of 
the  v>orldt  18,-27. 

Paraphrase. 

/V  UK  Lord  and  his  difciples  baring  role  from  able 
^  in  the  goeft-ch amber,  where  he  had  celebrated  his 
laft  paifrver,  and  the  New  Teftament-Cupper,  ( Matth . 
xxv i.  26, — 30.};  he,  immediately  *  after  this,  {chap, 
xviii.  1.)  •,  went  on  with  his  difeourfe,  explaining  more 
at  large  what  he  had  hinted,  {chap,  xtv.  20.)  about 
their  vital  union  with  himfelf,  faying,  In  my  peculiar 
relation  to  the  church,  I,  as  the  fountain  of  fpiritual  in¬ 
fluence,  and  the  great  medium  of  conveying  it  to  its 
members,  am,  by  way  of  eminence  and  excellence,  like 
the  root  and  (lock  of  a  generous  vine,  which  forms  and 
communicates  lap  for  the  prod u<2 ion  and  life,  nourilh- 
ment  and  fruitfulnefs  of  its  branches;  And  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father,  who  fent  me  for  this  pnrpofe  into  .the  world, 
and  takes  care  of  me  and  my  true  members,  is  like  an 
hulbandman,  who  plants,  and  has  a  peculiar  property 
in,  and  watchful  concern  about  his  vine  and  its  branches. 
2  As-  in  the  nobleft  vine  fome  of  its  branches  are  bar* 

ren,  and  others  fruitful,  and  a  wife  manager  cuts  away 
all  thofe  that  are  fu peril uo us,  as  doing  more  barm  than 
good,  and,  by  pruning  off  the  fuckers,  aflifls  the  growth 
and  improvement  of  the  fruitful  branches,  in  order  to 
their  bearing  ft  HI  more  fruit:  So  in  the  vifible  church 
there  are  fome  members,  which  are  externally  united 
to  me,  only  in  profeflion  and  appearance,  without 
bringing  forth  any  good  fruit ;  and  there  are  others, 
which  are  internally  and  vitally  united,  by  my  Spirit 
and  by  faith,  to  me,  and  by  virtue  thereof  bear  fpi ritu¬ 
al  ana  holy  fruit}  and  my  heavenly  Father,  in  his  righ¬ 
teous  judgment,  cuts  off  all  the  hypocritical  profeflbrs 
of  my  name,  as  unprofitable  and  injurious ;  and  be  in 
his-infinfe  wifdom  ufes  various  methods,  to  purge  a- 
way  the  fuperfluity  of  naughtineb,  which  (UI1  remains 
in  true  believers  thcmfelves,  that  they  ruay  abound  yet 

more 

T  E. 

19')  gave  1  proper  occaftoo  for  Ms  fpciking 
of  fiimC-Lf  under  the  emblem  of  i  vin* :  Or 
if  he  delivered  thU  dlfcouric  fcmewhere  in 
the  way  to  the  garden,  it  probably  was  m 
one  of  the  vineyards,  which  that  country 
abounded  with,  or  at  Icall  in  light  of  a  vine; 
and  Id  he  mi^ht  take  a  further  otxafion  from 
thence  to  ipeak  of  ItinWclf  cioder  the 
metaphor  of  a  vine,  and  of  tlx  true  viixr 
in  Jidindioo  from  the  Obi  Tdlancnf* 
church,  which  was  often  irprv&fued  uinhv 
that  figure.  Pfah  Uxx.  Bj— r^,  Ito.  v,  1,^-7, 
and  *jj*  uF  11. 


i  Every  bunch 
frimethat  bcarcth 
not  fruit  he  taketh 
away :  and  every 
oriwrh  that  bar* 

ah  fruit  he  pur- 
geth  it,  that  it 

may  bring  ferjh 

more  fruit. 


H  O 

*  By  comparing  this  with  the  placet  refer- 
red  to  b  the  Pamphrate,  it  appears  that  the 
difeourfe  and  prayer,  which  follow  in  this 
and  the  two  nest  chapters,  palled  between 
the  rime  of  .Cbrilt’s  laying’ in  the  gpeft* 
chamber,  tit  tu  gc  and  the  time  of 

his  coming  to  the  brook  Cedra jt.  It  5$  in¬ 
deed  uncertain  whether  this  difcoilift  wete  in 
the  gucft'chambcr*  after  he  got  Dp  from  fop* 
pci,  br  ia  the  wav  in  the  garden,  where  he 
uws  betrayed  ;  But,  be  that  as  It  will,  his  ha¬ 
ving  jolt  before  dnnk  of  the  fruit  of  the 
vine  with  the  difriples,  in  the  New  Tcih* 
nicat'OriioMcevf  hit  jbpper,  (Matfi.  xxvi, 


73/  Bvangcfijt  Johh  farapbtafid*  Ch.  */# 


3  H«r  yt  m 
dbtt  Uiudq^  tb* 
ml  wflikfc  I  bate 
unto  you. 


4  Abide  in  vc, 

ladlio foo.  A* 
the  branch  cannot 
bear  freilof  hfdf, 
neepi  it  abide  is 
theme;  no  noit 
ciq  ye,  except  ye 
abide  ia  me. 


flim  the  vine, 
ye  err  the  hm* 
dteci  bethatflbt* 
deth  m  me.  and  I 


ta  him,  the  bne 
fafiitqcih  forth 
toidi  fruit  i  for 


wit  hoot  me  ye  cm 
do  Doibipf* 


€  )f  o  moo  a*. 
Inde  not  in  me,  be 
ifi  call  forth  ti  a 
bnnditi(idtEivi< 
xhered  i  and  men 
gather  tbcm,  end 
Caft  then  iotd  the 
Grt,  and  they  am 
burned- 


more  and  more  in  fruits  of  holinefs  and  that  their  end 
may  be  everlafting  life.  ’  {Rom.  vi.  22.) 

3  Now,  f  Juaas  being  gone,  all  of  you,  my  dif- 
ciples,  are  of  this  fort  of  fruitful  branches,  and  living 
members  io  me,  ye  being,  already  partakers  of  my  Spi¬ 
rit,  and  yoor  hearts  being  purified  by  faith,  and  by 
means  of  my  word,  which  works  effefhially  in  you. 

4  Go  on  then-to  adhere  by  faith  and  love  to  me, 
(mr.  p,|  and  I  will  be  as  a  root  and  fource  of  perpetual 
(apply  by  my  Spirit  to  you.  Bor  as  no  branch,  how 
lively  foever  it  be,  can  continue  to  bear  fruit,  or  bring 
it  to  perfection  by  any  vigour  in  itfelf,  unlds  ic  -bave 
an'  abiding  union  with,  and  communication  front  the 
vine;  So  neither  can  ye,  ("»*  •/<'<¥»«}  not  with  (landing 
your  prefent  attainment)  in  grace,  continue  to  bring 
forth  fruit  to  God,  any  otherwise  than  by  a  continuance 
of  your  union'  and  communion  with  me. 

5  To  imprefe  a  fenfe  of  tins  important  truth  the  more 
deeply  upon  you,  I  repeat  what  I  (aid,  (ver.  1.)  that  I 
am  in  a  fpiiitua!  and  peculiar  fenfe  the  vine,  of  which 
ye,  as  my  members,  are  the  branches,  that  derive  all 
fpiritua]  life,  recruits,  and  nourifliment from  me:  Ac¬ 
cording  to  my  meaning  by  this  metaphor,  be,  and  he 
only,  who  cleaves  by  faith  and  love  to  me,  and  has  my 
Spirit  dwelling  in  him,  {chap.  xiv.  17.)  prodaces  and 
abounds  in  fpiritoal  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  to 
bis  own  and  others  advantage.  For  (.wr.*/"'1)  feparate, 
or  apart  from  me,  and  without  my  continual  influence, 
even  ye,  my  difaples,  can  do  nothing  truly  good,  and 
acceptable  to  God,  any  more  than  a  branch  can  bud, 
and  bloflom,  and  bring  forth  fruit,  without  union  with, 
and  communication  of  fap  from  the  vine. 

6  If  anyone,  who  makes  an  external  profelfion,  and 

appearance  of  being  my  difciple,  do  not  in  this  manner 
adhere  to  me,  he  is  no  bettor  than  a  hypocrite,  who 
fhall  be  call  out  of  all  relation  to  me  and  my  church, 
and  whofe  gifts,  profeflion  and  fpecious  appearances 
fltall  wither  and  die j  and  all  liich  nominal  profeflbrs 
fliall  be  gathered  together  at- the  lad  day,  as  fit  fuel 
for  divine  wrath,  and  call  into  everlafting  burnings,  e- 
▼en  as  the  withered  branches  of  a  vine  are  cut  off  from 
it,  and  men  *  ufe  to  gather  them  into  a  bundle,  and 
throw  them  into  the  fire  to  be  utterly  confumed. 

7  If. 

NOTES. 


f  White  yvBas  nt  with  them,  Chrifl  faitt, 
IV  arc  dean,  bet  act  all,  (chap,  xii).  io.} ;  blit 
iu»w  »b(y  wfrt  rid  of  Me  company,  Chrifl 
fold  thsm  abfofotdy,  vrichoot  exception,  Ye 

m  f'/wi  thrwfh  itc  vtrd)  &c. 


*  According!  to  fome  expofuor*, 
tbering  mther^t  brant  bn,  fignific*  hypocriti¬ 
cal  formal  profeflbrs  bring  fditd  hy  Satan 
and  bb  agemt  in  this  world,  that  they  may 

.bring  them  to  dcflruttioo  io  the  next.  AH 

according 


Ch.  *v, 

j  If  ye  abide  in 
inland  my  words 
abide  in  you,  ye 
(hA[  what  ye 
will*  and  it  fluil 
be done unto  you. 


8  Herrin  U  my 
Father  gfruiticd, 
th.it  yebear  much 
fruit ;  fo  fh^ll  ye 
be  mj  dHcjpks. 


b 

9  Aube  Father 
hath  loved  me  i  To 
have  I  loved  yon: 
continue  ye  in  my 
love. 


to  If  ye  tee p 

my  command- 
uientt,  ye  (ball  a- 
bide  tn  my  love : 
even  asl  have  kept 
my  Father*!  com¬ 
mand  menu,  and 
abide  in  hit  lore* 


n  Theft  things 
have  I  fpofcca  on¬ 
to  you,  chat  mj 
joy  might  remain 
in  you,  and  that 
poor  joy  might  be 
falh 


Tbi  Evoageliji  John  parep&rajtd,  44 y 

7  If*  on  the  contrary*  ye  ftcdfaftly  cleave  to  me,  and 
I  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith,  and  by  means  of  my 
word,  44  a  principle' tint  guides  and  governs,  quickens 
and  efUbKfhes  you whatibever  ye,  as  thus  abiding  <n 
me  and  depending  on  me,  ft  all  afk  according  to  my 
will*  for  the  glory  of  God*  and  your  own  edification 
and  fruitfulnefa*  .ye  fhall  receive  it,  ev$e  to  tbe  utmoft 
of  jour  defires  and  wanes. 

8  *  By  jour  thus  abiding  in  me,  and  my  abiding  in 
you,  and  by  your  petitions  being  thus  granted,  the  glo¬ 
ry  of. my  heavenly  Father’s  wifdom,  faithfuloefe,  and 
grace  is  exalted,  («*)  to  the  end  that  ye  may  abound  in 
fruits  of  rigbteoufnefs,  whereby  he  may  be  Hill  further 
glorified;  and  (b  fhall  ye  appear  with  evidence  to  o- 
thers,  and  to  your  own  confidences,  and  I  will  efteeni 
and  own  you  to  be  my  true  difciples*  that  have  vital  u- 
nien  with  me,  and  are  an  honour  to  me.  (**«  ) 

9  For  as  1  myfeif,  confidered  as  tbe  root  and  medium 
of  all  gracious  communications  to  you,  am  beloved  of 
my  Father ;  fol  have  a  peculiar  love  for  you*  as  branches 
united  to  me*  and  deriving  virtue  unto  all  fruitfuluefs 
from  me:  Let  it  therefore  be  your. great -concern  to 
cleave  afie&  innately,  and  fled  fad  I  v  to  me,  and  to  be 
1UU  further  approved  of*  and  delighted  in  by  me. 

10  And  it,  from  a. principle  or  lore,  ye  cheerfully 
attend  to,  and  obey. my  commandments*  aa  your  Lord 
and  Saviour,  ye  (hall  continue  to  be  approved  of  me* 
and  to- knew*  for  your  abundant  fatisfadion*  that  I 
Jove  you-;  even  as  I,  in  my  human  nature  and  office- 
capacity*  have  chearfully  obeyed  my  Father’s  command¬ 
ments,  in  fulfilling  all  righteoufneis,  and  am  continu¬ 
ally  approved  of  him*  and  know  that'  he  loves  me.. 

1 1  Ttiefe  things  have  I  thus  freely  and  plainly  de¬ 
clared  to  you,  that!  may  rejoice  inyouas  fruitful  branches 
in  me*  agd  ye  mayrejoice  in  your  union  with  me,  and 
in  my  abiding  love  to  you ;  and  that*  through  a  fupply 
of  my  Spirit,  ye  may  have  fuch  a  fulinefs  of  joy  to Tup- 
port  you  under  all  your  troubles,  as  (hall  abundantly 
make  up  your  lois  of  my  corporal  nrefence,  and  as  (hall 
ifTuc  in  your  complete  and  eve  flatting  joy  with  me. 

12  Now 

T  E  S. 

whatChrift  bad  been  frying  concerning  him- 
fdf,  as  the  vine,  and  believers  as  brioche*  in 
him  i  and  (jvj)  /£*/,  being  a  final  panicle, 
naturally  leads  one’s  thoughts  to  the  lenfe  gi¬ 
ven  in  the  Paraphrase :  Enr,  as  all  our  fruit* 
of  nghteoiifncfs  ire,  lir  Jctitt  Chrift,  to  the 
praift  ami  glory  of  God,  I  hive  likewise  fre* 
ferved  rite  thought  of  God's  being  gWfkd 
by  tlicra. 


NO 

according  to  others,  it  fignifie*  their  bring 
gathered  out  of  God's  kingdom,  and  'All  in¬ 
to  hell,  by  tbe  holy  hjecu*  aa  minifl^n.  of 
joftice  at  the  tail  day :  But,  as  even  txpref* 
lion  in  a  parable  is  not  to  be  (trained,  byi*^ 
elites  and  unbeliever*  being  eait  Into  ever- 
lifting  fire  to  be  perpetually  tormented  there, 
may  be  Efficient  to  anfwer  the  defign  of  this 
pin  of  the  parable* 

*  }iira*  (ijr  rfhr)  feems  to  itftr  back  ro 


Cb.  xv. 
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u  TH*  b  toy 

CopnintiuliBctit , 
Thai  je  low  gne 

another,  as  I  hare 

loved  you* 


v;OratcrloTC 
hath  do  man  duo 
this  thu  a  man 
Uf  down  bis  life 
forfeit  friend** 


t4  Te  toe  my 

friends,  if  yc  do 
wbaifocvcrl  com* 
masd  jtro. 

15  Henodorth 
I  call  joq  oot  fci~ 
Tint*;  fbrtbcfcr- 
vafirioowctfe  oot 
wlist  feu  iort 
doth:  bat  1  bn« 
alkdfoufncodq 
for  alt  things  that 
1  bin  bunt  of 
my  Father  I  hate 
nuk  known  no¬ 
te  jo  a* 


iff  Te  hare  not 
chofrn  me,  but  I 
Euve  thofrn  yoUf 
lodoidllncd  yno, 

that 


The  EwMgeRfi  John  porophrafei. 

13  Nov  the  great  command)  which  includes  many 
others,  and  which  I  infill  on  yoor  oblerting  as  a  proof 
of  your  fiiicerc  iffeDioo  and  difcipklhip  y>  me,  is,  as  I 
haw  laid,  {ebap.  iiii.  ^4.)  that  ve  be  affe&ionate,  and 
ready  to  perform  all  offices  of  lore  one  to  another  for 
my  file,  in  confederation,  and  in  imitation  of  my  fer- 
Tent  love  to  you,  which  I  am  going  to  demonftrate  in 
the  high  eft  manner  pofiible. 

13  No  man  can  be  capable  of  having  a  more  fincere 
and  hearty  love,  or  of  exprdfing  it  by  an  higher  inftancc 
than,  this,  that  where  there  is  eccauon  for  it,  be  freely 
pot  bis  own  life  in  the  ftead  of  the  life  of  bis  desreft 
friends  and  benefadors,-  and  yield  htmfeif  up  to  death 
for  their  redemption ;  and  this  f  am  about  to  do  for  you, 
as  if  ye  were  my  moll  important  and  worthy  friends, 
though  I  am  neither  indebted  to  you,  nor  can  be  profit* 
ed  by  you,  whom  of  enemies  I  have  made  friends. 

14  And  ye  willapprore  yourfelves  to  be  my  friendi, 
whom  1  efteem  as  fuch,  if,  from  a  fenfe  of  my  love  to 
you,  ye  makecoofcienCeof  payinga  ready  and  impartial 
obedience  to  all  my  commandments. 

15  I  might  indeed  welt  fpeakof  you,  and  according¬ 
ly  treat  you,  only  in  the  quality  of  Tenants :  However, 
I  will  not  keep  you  at  fuch  a  diftancc  ;  for  a  mere  fer- 
vaatdoes  not  ole  to  be  let  into  the  feerets  of  bis  lord  and 
mafter :  but  I  have  cooverfed,  and  will  deal  with  you 
as  intimate  friends  •,  for  as  God  would  not  bide  from  Abra¬ 
ham,  his  friend^  what  he  war  about  to  d}y  [Gen*  xvii.  ty.) 
foall  my  Father’s  hidden  counsels,  which  1,  as  mediator 
and  head  of  the  church,  have  received  *  in  commiffion 
from  him,  to  communicate  for  his  glory  and  their  fal- 
▼arion,  I  have  begun  ro  impart,  and  will  proceed  by  my 
Spirit  to  difeover  ftill  further,  with  all  freedom  and  plain- 
nefc  to  you,  that  ye  may  know  them  for  yourfelves,  and 
for  the  good  of  others,  and  that  none  of  them  may  be 
concealed  from  you. 

16  All  this  I  do,  not  as  if  ye  were  firft  in  your  choice 
of  me,  or  had  laid  any  obligation  upon  me  •,  but,  from 
my  own  mere  love  and  grace,  1  have  freely  chofen  you 
to  faivation  f*  as  well  as  to  the  apoftlefhip,  and  have 
conftituted  you  to  be  my  friends  and  ferrants  for  this 

purpolij 

T  E  3* 

f  Jir dap  being  nov  gone,  Chrifl  here  fptalu 
of  hucboofi&g  the  xnl  of  the  difcipUh,  no: 
merely  to  the  apoftlelhip,  to  which  he  hid 
choftn  JatLs  as  well  a*  them,  bnt  nktwifr  uf 
hb  having  chofen  them  to  faying  nod  eternal 

through  frith  and  holiiicfi  as  hb 
friendi ;  accorduigly  1  have  given  hotli  thefe 

coflftdtfattaas  a  place  in  the  Puaptu 


NOTES, 

*  This  cannot  pofGbly  mean  that  ChrilVs 
ditafles  toew,  or  lit ould  know,  as  much 
or  God's  coanfeb  u  be  hunfelf  did ;  but  it 
evhjeruly  relate*  to  what  belonged  to  hfc 
CDfnmiffh>n  to  drfUrt  unto  them,  in  the  di£ 
charge  of  which  he  was  fritJbfd  to  him  that 
tfpptdnrcd  him,  and  wiib*hebi  nothing  from 
them.  •  * 


Cb.  it. 

thKyouftcmUga 
and  bring  forth 
frujt,ftAd  tbcl  y oar 
fruit  Iboald  re¬ 
main;  that  what* 

Ibcrcr  T*  Ault  afh 

of  the  Father  in 
my  name,  ho  may 
give  it  you. 


The  Evangel*#  John  paraphrased. 


44 S 


i?Thefcthings 
lcuminand  you, 
that  70  love  one 
another* 


iS  If  the  world 
hate  you^yckoow 
that  it  baud  me 
before  it  bated 
you. 


tf  Ifyewtpof 
the  world ,  the 
world  would  love 
hia  Du-n :  but  be- 
cutftye  are  nor  of 
the  world,  but  1 
have  ehofeo  you 
out  of  the  world, 
therefore  the 
world  baictb  you. 


to  Remecnbef 
tl»e  word  that  I 
fiid  umo  you  > 
Thcfcmatianot 
greatSf  than  the 
H>nh  [f  they  have 
pcrfcmcd  me, 

they  will  a  UK  per* 
fecuteyou:  if  they 
haw  kept  my  lay¬ 
ing,  they  will  beep 
joun  alfo,; 


purpofe,  that  ye  may  go  out  in  my  name  and  ftrengtb  $ 
that  by  virtue  derived  from  mt,  as  your  root,  yc  may 
bring  forth  fruits  of  righteoofnefs  in  your  lives  and  mi- 
niftry  (  and  tbat  ye  may  perfevrre  therein,  till  ye  and 
the  converts,  made  by  means  of  your  labours,  frail  pro¬ 
pagate  my  canfc  for  its  continuance  on  earth,  and  frail 
arrive  fafe  to  heaven*  as  alfo  that  my  Father  may  grant 
your  petitions,  in  whatsoever  ye  (hall  alk  to  thefe  holy 
purpofes,  with  faith  in  my  name,  as  your  prevailing  ad¬ 
vocate  and  friend. 

17  Mow  thefe  things  1  recommend,  and  enjoin  upon 
you,  that  ye,  after  my  example,  may  heartily  love  one 
another,  as  members  of  the  fame  body,  and  partakers  of 
the  lame  blefEngs,  and  as  dtfciples  and  friends,  as  well 
as  fervants  of  the  fame  Lord. 

.  (8  If,  according  to  the  original  enmity  between  the 
feed  of  the  ferpent,  and  the  feed  of  the  woman,  {Gen. 
ili.  15.)  yc  meet  with  great  oppoGtion  from  men  of  a 
esrnal  fpirit,  that  are  wholly  devoted  to  this  world,  and 
under  the  government  of  Satan,  its  God  j  do  not  won¬ 
der,  orJbe  difcouraged  at  it :  For  ye  well  know  that  they 
began  with  me,  and  have  been-  as  full  of  fpitc  and  rage 
againft  your  head  and  chief,  vj»>)  as  they  polEtdy 
can  be  againft  you. 

19  Were  ye  of  the  famccarnal  temper  and  dilpoGtion 
with  the  men  of  this  world,  frothing  and  encouraging 
them  in  their  finful  courfes,  they  would  efteem  and 
carefs  you,  as  perfrns  of  their  own  party  and  tikenefs  $ 
but  becaufe  ye  are  not  conform  td  to  their  corrupt  prin¬ 
ciples,  manners  and  cuftoms,  but  I  have,  by  a  peculiar 
choice,  diilinguilhed  you  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  and 
fet  you  apart  for  myfelt,  that  ye  may  exemplify  and  preach 
my  (piritual  and  holy  gofpei ;  hence  it  is,  that  the  men 
of  this  world  have  an  irreconcileable  antipathy  to  you. 

ao  Therefore,  to  compofe  your  fpirits,  and  filence  all 
murmurings,  under  the  utmoA  malignity  of  your  ene¬ 
mies  againft  yon,  reflefk  ferioufly  and  often  npon  wbae 
I  have  told  you,  once  and  again,  {chap.  xiii.  16,  and 
Mattb.  x.  24)  that  the  fervant  is  neither  worthy  of,  nor 
is  to  expert  more  regard,  or  better  treatment  than  his 
lord  and  matter  :  If  then  thefe  carnal,  worldly-minded 
men  have  vented  their  enmity  in  all  manner  of  reviliugs 
and  perfections  of  me ;  no  wonder  that  they  will  frew 
the  like  rancour  ami  feverity  againft  you  :  Juft  as  they 
have  treated  my  difeourfes,  they  will  treat  your’s :  If 
they  have  *  carped  and  cavilled  at  my  do&rinc  as  deli¬ 
vered 


NO 

Seven]  critics  bare  (uppofat  that 
t  licit  nlcd  for  MMirHii.  which  H 


TP.. 

Acs  10  obferve  with  a  nilicioct,  cavilling  in 
tent,  Merl  iii.  a .  Lake  ti,  ,,-aad-uv.  i>  m 


44$ 


the  E\mge%ft  ]c>Hx  paraphnafiS. 


Cl uit. 


11  Bat  all  thtk 

things  tbey.io 

unto  yon  for  my 
name's  fa fce,  he- 
caul?  they  know 
hot  him  that  few 

me* 


11  If  I  had  Dot 
cotnc,  and  fpokca 
nutu  them*  they 
had  not  had  fin  : 
bat  now  they  have 
do  dokc  for  tbeir 

fin. 


1}  He  that  ha* 
teih  me,  hatetfa 
bit  Father  dfo> 


14  Tf  I  had  not 
done  among  them 
the  works  which 
none  other  man 
did,  they  had  not 
had  fin:  bit  dov 
have  they  both 
fecn>  and  hated 
both  me  ud  toy 
Yi that 


vered  by  me,  bccaufe  it  is  fit  contrary  to  their  depraved 
femiments,  tern  per -and  views.}  it  is  tobe  erpedtd,  that 
for  tbe  lame  reaJbn,  they  will  Ctt  -themfelves  againfl  it 
when  delivered  by  you,  whereashad  they  received)  the 
troth  in  tbe  love  of-  it  from  me,  no  doubt  but  they  would 
do  the  fame  from  yoo. 

3t  Bat  tbeir  utraoft.  hatred,  persecutions  and  opposi¬ 
tion  will  turn  agatnft  yon,  on  aecoont  of  your  relation 
to  me,  as  ye  bear  my  name  and  image,  land  up  for  my 
honour,  profefs  and  publtth  my  gofpel ;  and  tbe  reafon 
of  their  enmity  to  you  on  this  account  is,  becaufe  they 
have  not  a  true  knowledge  of  .God,  nor  of  his  having 
fent  me  into  the  world,  to  redeem  Ifratl  from  all  their 
iniquities.  - 

22  If  1  indeed  had  not  come  and  acquainted  them 

with  my  true  character,  there  would  have  been  no  fin 
io  their  rejecting  me ;  or  if  1  bad  done  this  only  in  ob- 
feure  hints,  there  would  have  been,  comparatively, 
but  little  guilt  in  tbeir  refuting  to  believe  iti  me :  But 
now,  fince  1  have  appeared  among  them  with  the  clea¬ 
red  demonstrations  of  my-  being  tbe  promifed  Meffiah, 
and  have  long  preached  to  them  with  fuch  evident  au¬ 
thority  and  affection,  as  prove  my  doCtrine  to  be  of  God, 
their  fin  in  disbelieving,  oppcCng,  anddefpifing  me  and 
my  words,  is  highly,  aggravated,  and  they  h?ve  nothing 
to  plead  in  excufc  for  it, 

23  And  whoever  he  be  that,  notwithstanding  all  this, 

bates  and  oppofita  me,  he  is  really,  at  heart,  no  better 
tban  an  enemy  to  my  heavenly  Father,  who  Dent  me, 
and  has  given  public  teftimony  to  me,  as  bis  beloved  Son, 
in  whom  be  is  well  pleaied. 

24  Furthermore,  had  1  not,  together  with  my  divine 
.doCtrin.es,  performed  fuch.  merciful  and  miraculous 
works  among  this  people,  to  confirm  them,  as  neither 
Mofesf  nor  the  prophets,  nor  any  other  man  ever  wrought, 
efpectally  in  fuch  a  foverdgn,  Godlike  manner,  as  I 
performed  them,  they  might  ftilt  have  had  forac  pre¬ 
tence  of  excufing  their  infidelity,  or  at  lead  of  leficning 
its  guilt :  But  they  now  continuing  obftinately  to  per- 
GA  in  it,  after  they  themfelves  have  been  eye-witnefles 
of  thofe  my  numerous  and  undoubted  credentials,  and 
of  my  Father's  a&ing  with  and  by  me,  it  is  plain,  that 
their  reje&ing  me,  proceeds  from  a  rooted  averfion  in 

their 

T  E, 

ing  of  the  oppoGtion,  that  «u  mtie  to  him 
and  would  He  uiiirie  xo  hi*  diftiplc*  after  Him 
it  fee  ms  a*  If  this  daufe  were  to  be  uadferftoo* 
of  resetting  bis  ddfirtoe.  But  thtf  the  read¬ 
er  may  Have  His  opt  ion  t  I  bare  put  il  tab 
wdys  in  the  pmphj  aJc, 


N  O 

xxt  so*  But  others,  not  folding  that  the 
word  ft  ever  thus  efed,  efpcriaUy  in  this  E- 
YangeUft,  take  it  in  an  ironical  fenfo^as  lirong- 
ly  intimating  that  the  Jivi  had  not  kept  his 
words,  dot  wuuid  they  choie  of  the  ipbdtcs: 
And  as  in  all  the  hUjtcxL  our  Lord  is  ioeifc* 


CL  xt. 


■ 

EvangeH/l  Johk  parap£raje£ 


i{  But 

y&ilht*  p(tfs>  that 

the  word  might 
tie  fulfilled  that  if 
written  in  their 
law,  They  hated 
me  without  4 
Gallic, 


id  Bat  when 
the  Comforter  it 
tamt ,  whom  1 
will  fend  auto  you 
from  (he  Father, 
nvn  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  which  pro- 
reedeth  from  the 
father  *  be  dull 
ttftifyof  me. 


ay  And  yeatio 
flrall  bear  witnefs, 
betaufc 


tbeir  wicked  hearts,  to  the  holioeis  and  authority  both  of 

my  Father  and  me  ;  lb  that  their  fin  is  exceedingly  ag¬ 
gravated,  and.  they  are  altogether  without  cxcule. 

a$  But  ye  need  not  he  ftumbkd  at  this :  For  their 
wilful  obftinacy  and  prejudices  bare  been  foffered  ro 
work  in  this  manner,  that  another  charaOer  of  the  Met* 
Tiah  mightkbe'fiilfiUed  in  me,  according1  to  what  is  laid 
in  the  fecred  writiogs,  (lee  the  note  on  chap,  x.  34.) 
where  Davidt  my  type,  complained  with  a  prophetic 
view  to  the  fuflerings  of  the  MeflUh,  ( P/al.  xxxv.  15. 
and  Ixix.  4.)  They  bated  me  without  a  caufet  or  any  juft 

provocation  to  it. 

26  But  notwitbftanding  all  th  is  furious,  though  caufc- 
lefs  enmity  to  my  perfon,  truths,  and  interefts,  they 
IhaO  triumph  over  all  qppoGtion.  When  that  divine 
perfon  *,  whom  I  told  you  of,  (chap,  xiv.  16)  (hall  come 
to  (hed  abroad  bis  gifts  and  graces,  and  whom,  in  con- 
fequence  of  my  death  and  exaltation,  1,  with  the  con¬ 
currence  and  approbation  of  ray  Father,  will  (hottly  fend 
unto  you,  even  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  faichfulnefs  and 
truth  itfdf,  and  who,  in  a  divine  and  in  comprehend  hie 
manner,  proceeds  from  tke  Father :  He,  as  an  advocate 
to  maintain  mycaufe,  and  as  a  counfellor  and  Comforter 
to  dirett,  encourage  and  fopport  you  under  all  your 
difficulties  and  dangers,  fhall  bear  a  convincing  witntfs 
to  me,  hy  the  revelations  he  will  further .  make  of  my 
character,  and  the  miraculous  operations  he  will  enable 
you  to  perform  ;  and  by  his-  affifting,  owning,  and  fuc- 
ceeding  you,  unto  the  confutation  of  aH  your  enemies, 
and  bringing  vaft  multitudes  of  all  nations  to  the  obedi¬ 
ence  of  faith;  as  well  as  by  thofe  inward  joys,  that  he 
will-  raife  in  your  own  fools. 

27  Aod  ye  yourfelvet,  under  the  'Spirit's  conduit 
and  influence,  dial!  give  a  noble,  plain,  and  courage^ 


NO 

*  The  Spirit**  coming,  and  being  lent  by 
our  liori  front  the  Father  to  teftify  of  him, 
arc  ptrfiaaf  cbara&en,  and  plainly  diQtagnidl 

him  from  the  Fit  her  and  Sun;  And  hU  title; 
at  the  Spirit  of  tnitb,  together  with  h is  pro* 
cecdiitg  from  the  Fattier,  cin  agree  to  none 
hut  a  aivixt  peribin  For  thi*  title  h  too  high 
for  i  creature,  and  I  cannot  fee  my  fufident 
radon,  why  hU  proceeding  from  the  Pi* 
thcr  h  mentioned  in  the  prc&m  tenfe,  la  the 
roidft  of  a  fentcnce,  where  CbrifFt  lending 
him,  and  hb  (citifying  of  Chrift,  an  fpoken 
of  as  future.;  mikfe  it  he  to  intimate  hb  ne- 
ceflary,  uabegimiiag  and  new  ending  pro- 
ccflion,  aea  divine  perfon,  from  the  Father 
in  fach  4  lublime  manner,  aa  lya  beyond  the 
reach  of  alt  our  idea*,  but  is  fame  way  an^ 

i*ti±ble  to  what  b  called  eternal  generation, 


with  regard  to  Chrift,  in  contfpondcoce  to 
hb  duittAtr  as  the  Son  ;  And  yet  that  the 
Holy  Ghoft  pjnoceads'from  the  Son,  ai  well 
as  from  the  Father,  may  befaklyamicdEroia 
bis  bring  called  tit  Spirit  ef  &rii f,  and  tic 
Spirit  Sew,  as  well  a*  of  toe  Father, 

(1  Pit*  i.  f  1.  and  G&h  Sv,  d»)  mad  from  hb 
bring  here  Aid  to  be  lent  by  Cbrilt  from  the 
Father,  a*  well  »  fent  by  the  Path  a-  in  hi* 
mine.  (efap.  xhr.  id.)  And  this,  at  the 
fame  lime,  ftiews  the  equal  divinity  of  the 
Patlw  and  Son,  in  as  much  as  they  bare  equal 
power  of  lending  the  Holy  Spirit  to  beat  the 
peculiar  parr,  and  to  hare  the  glory  that  by 
agreement  belongs  to  him  in  the  work  of  fU* 
Yaifon  :  So  that  the  facred  Throe  arc  here  re- 
prefrnfed  both  in  their  personal  characters* 

and  in  thdr  divine  and  ttvOtUMnical  gloria. 


Cb.  xv 
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fccciofe  ye  bare  0q$  teftiroony  to  me  and  my  caufc,  in  your  do&rines, 

tl!f  tcrio*  h1*18®!®8*  Hve«,  and  deaths  $  and  your  witncfs  will  be 
Bing,  unexceptionable,  becaofe  ye  have  been  my  conflant  at¬ 

tendants*  and  ali  along  familiarly  acquainted  with  my 
difcoorfeS)  miracles,  fuifferings,  and  behaviour,  in  pub¬ 
lic  and  private,  for  between  three  and  four  years,  from 
the  very  beginning  of  my  miniftry,  and  fhall  continue 
fo  till  I  be  crucified,  raifed  .again  from  the  dead,  and 
taken  up  from  you  to  heaven* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 


IVbat  bWfcd  pro  vifion  has  God  made  in  Chrift  for  the  fptritual  life  and 
growth,  fruitfulnefs  and  bappinefs  of  believers,  ud  for  hh  own  glory  in  and  by 
them  !  And  how  intimate,  beneficial,  and  endearing  is  their  union  with  Chrift  f 
How  effectual  is  bis  influence  upon  them  !  And  how  rigorous  Jhould  tbeir  faith 
and  love  be  toward  him,  who  has  freely  chofcs  and  fet  them  apart  for  himfelf, 
counted  them  his  friends,  and  loved  them,  even  to  the  laying  down  of  his  life 
to  redeem  them  1  Thrre  is  no  doing  any  thing  fpiritualty,  and  acceptably  in  re¬ 
ligion,  without  him ;  but  the  richeft  abundance  of  precious  fruits  arc  brought 
forth  in  union  with  him,  by  a  communication  of  grace  from  him,  and  by  means 
of  bis  word,  ordinances,  and  providence  to  fubferve  his  work  in  true  believers, 
Was  faith  morem  exercife,  their  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  would  iocreafe;  and 
whatfoever  they  afk  for  the  glory  of  God  and  their  own  good,  they  would  re¬ 
ceive*  and  their  fruit  would  evidently  remain 4 o  eternal  hie*  Hut  ah,  how  fad 
13  the  cafe  of  hypocritical, carnal  profeflbrs,  who  take  up  with  external  forms  and 
appearances,  inftead  of  vital  union  to'Cbrift.  and  who  produce  only  dead  works ! 
They  are  fit  for  nothing  but  the  burning,  and  mu  ft  becaft  into  everlafting  flames. 
What  evidence  can  we  have  of  onr  union  with  Chrift,  or  what  comfort  in  our 


thoughts  about  it,  if  we  do  not  heartily  cleave  to  him?  Or  what  mnnifeflatkin  and 
enjoyment  can  we  expeft  of  his  love,  unlefs  we  love  him,  and  keep  his  com¬ 
mandments  without  referve  ?  But  O  the  defight  and.ptcafure  of  knowing  that 
he  loves  us  f  And  how  Ihould  his  love  to  us,  and  ours  to  him,  excite  us  to  obey 
and  imitate  him  in  a  tinccre,  affectionate,  and  a&ive  love  to  one  another  J  AM 
this,  and  every  thing  die  neceflary  to  falvation,  has  our  dear  Lord  made  known 
to  his  difeipks  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  therein  dealing  with  them  as  friends; 
and  this  Divine  Spirit,  who  comes  from  the  Father  and  Son,  is  able  to  (ilcncc  all 
objections  againft  every  important  troth  of  the  gofpel:  If  wc  have  him  for  our 
advocate,  guide,  and  Comforter,  he  will  infpire  us  with  a  noble  courage  in  our 
holy  profeffion  of  Chrift’s  name,  and  will  be  our  fupport  under  all  the  tribula¬ 
tions  we  endure,  bccaufe  we  are  not  of  the  world,  but  belong  to  him  who  hath 
chofen  us  out  of  the  world.  And  why  fliould  any  of  the  difciples  and  fervants 
of  the  bWTed  jefus  wonder,  or  be  difeouraged  at  hatred,  reproaches,  and  con¬ 
tempt  from  the  men  of  this  world,  or  at  fufferings  for  his  fake,  when  he,  their 
great  Lord  and  Matter,  has  gone  through  them  all,  and  worfe,  for  theirs  ?  Bui 
O  how  great  is  tbeir  guilt,  who*  in  the  midft  of  the  clcardt  light  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  perfift  in  their  enmity  aud  oppofltion  to  Chrift  and  his  gofpel,  bis  fer- 
vints  and  followers !  It  is  all  without  any  juft  caufe ;  and,  whatsoever  they  pre¬ 
tend,  they  realty  do  not  know  God,  but  are  grangers,  and  avert  to  him  and 
bolinefs,  and  therefore  (hut  their  eyes  againft  the  light,  which  h  a  high  aggra¬ 
vation  of  their  fin*  and  leaves  them  without  cxcufe* 


Cb.  t. 


i%e  '£ vatigetift  JoHii  faraphrsfed. 


449 


CHAP. 


XVI. 


J 

the 


Text. 

'T'KHiiE  things 
futt  I  rpokeh 
unto  you,  th*t  ye 
ftonld  not  be  of- 
fended. 


*  They  Avail  pat 
you  out  of  the  fy- 

n-ig*igue»  :  yea  , 
the  time  Cometh, 

rt^t  whofoever 

kiiteth  i  you  will 
Hi  Ink  that  he  doth 
Uod  fctvicc* 


The  cmchfan  of  Cbrift's  farewell  firman,  in  which  be  forewarns  bis 
difciples  of  perfecutions,  and  lakes  notice  of  their  prefent  griefs  I, — 
6.  And  pramifis  to  fend  the  Holy  Ghojl,  y, — 15.  To  vijit  them 
again  in  ptrfon,  as  well  as  by  bis  Spirit  after  bis  refur  ref}  ion,  1 6, 
— 22.  To  fecure  a  gracious  anfwer  to  their  prayers  in  his  name,  23 
—32.  And  to  give  them  peace  amidjl  all  their  tribulations  in 
world,  33. 

Paraphrase. 

■  ■ 

T  HAVE  now  told  you,  my  difripks^  before-hand,  of 
^  the  tlials  and  comforts  which  lye  before  you,  that 
ye  may  not  be  difeou  raged  in  the  way  of  your  duty  , 
lior  Humbled  at  my  dying  and  leaving  you,  nor  at  the 
troubles  that  ye  will  meet  with  from  mine  enemies 
and  yours  for  my  fake* 

2  Their  rage  will  fife  to  fuch  an  heighr,  that  they 
will  proceed  to  all  manner  of  violence  and  cruelties  a- 
gainft  you ;  the  men  of  ccciefiaftical  power,  fuch  as 
the  chief  pridls  and  rulers,  will  excommunicate  you, 
as  apoftates  from  their  religion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap* 
is.  34.)  loading  you  with  reproaches,  and  expofing  you 
to  all  religious  and  civil  hardlhips,  as  if  ye  were  the 
mod  abandoned  of  wretches  :  Nay,  the  time  is  juit'ac 
hand,  when  there  will  be  fuch  a  general  run  of  mad 
and  furious  zeal  againd  you,  that  every  one,  who  can 
but  have  a  hand  in  putting  you  to  death,  will  tale  a 
barbarous  pita  fare  in  it,  from  a  fuperftitious  blind  con¬ 
ceit,  as  if  he  were  thereby  honouring  Cod,  and  ferviog 
his  caufe  and  intered  in  the  world. 

3  And  theft  immoral  and  pernicious  principles  and 
pra£t!ces  will  they  go  intoagainft  you,  as  my  difciples, 
be  caufe,  through  (he  wilful  blindnefs  and  hardnefs  of 
their  hearts,  they  neither  know,  fo  as  co  believe  and 
love*  my  Father,  nor  me* 

4  But  I  have  given  you  plain  notices  of  thefe  thinga 
beforehand,  that  when  the  time  of  your  hotted  trials 
come,  yc  may  recollect,  to  the  Glencing  of  all  your 
objections  ana  prejudices  on  their  account,  and  to  the 
confirmation  of  your  faith  in  me  and  my  gofpcly  that 
I,  your  Lord  and  friend,  have,  by  a  divine  foteknow* 
ledge,  and  with  all  faithfulnefs,  a  flu  red  you,  that  thus 
it  would  be:  And  the  reafon  of  my  not  telling  you, 
fo  plainly  and  particularly,  of  all  thefe  troubles  and 
comforts,  when  t  Gift  called  you  to  be  my  difciples  wav 
bcc&ufc  1  myfelf  was  wirh  you,  to  bear  the  chief  hrunt 
in  my  own  perfon,  and  to  ikrceii  you  from  ir,  as  aifo 
to  fupport  and  comfort  you  under  fuch  trials  as  have 

hitherto  befallen  vou  for  my  name’s  fukc* 

Vor..  IT.  +  J  *■*  * 


3  And  theft 
thing,  will  they' 
Jo  uirio  you,  bc- 
cjuG*  they  hive 
ii<rfkito«'ntlieFa* 

iher,  nor  me* 

4  But  theft  thing* 
haveT" foid  y«o, 
that  *  when  the 
time  fad)  co nnctye 
may  remember 
that  J  Cult!  you  of 
them,  Andihele 
thing*  1  6U  not 
unto  you  an  he  be- 
ginnin^betmlirl 
vui  with  you. 


45* 

$  But  now  I  £t> 
my  w£]r  to  tiim 
th*t  frnt  me;  aswl 
none  of  you  ask- 
rth  me.  Whither 
gMfl  thou  ? 


6  But  becaufti  1 
have  faid  tbet 
things  unto  you, 
iolTOW  bach  fill- 
d  your  heart, 

y  Ncverthelefs,! 

tell  you  the  truth; 

It  ti  t*  j Kdieui  for 
you  tbar  1  go  a* 
way;  tcrvfl  j^not 
^way.  the  Cjih* 
fgrter  will  not 
come  unto  you : 
but,  if! depart, ! 

wi  11  &od  h  imui  it  o 

you* 

■_ 


8  And,  when 
be  is  Mtne,  he 
will  repn>ve  the 
world  of  Gnt  and 
of  righted  a  fnef$» 

*n4of  judgmeut : 

i 
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Ch.  Xfi> 


5  But  now,  as  I  am  juft  going  to  leave  you,  and  re¬ 
turn  to  my  Father,  who  lent  me  into  the  world,  I 
thought  proper  to  acquaint  you  with  ihefe  things :  And 

tho*  when  I  firft  mentioned  my  departure  fome  of  you, 

out  of  curiofity,  and .  with  temporal  views,  afleed  me 
whither  1  was  going?  {chap.  xiii.  36.)  yet  upon  tel¬ 
ling  you,  that  it  is  to  my  Father’s  bogle,  to  prepare 
blefled  manfiona  for  you  there,  ye  neither  rejoice  in  it, 
nor  readily  understand  my  meaning,  ( chap •  xiv.  5.} 
nor  make  any  farther  inquiries  about  it. 

6  But  becaufc  1  have  (poke  of  leaving  you,  and  of 
the  troubles  that  will  thereupon  befal  you,  your  fpi- 
rits  are  fwallowed  up  with  over-  much  Sorrow  ;  fo  much 
quicker  are  your  apprehenGons  of  grievous,  than  of 
joyous  tidings. 

7  However,  the  truth  of  the  cafe,  as  I  have  hinted, 
and  will  now  further  explain  to  you,  is  this  t  Notwith¬ 
standing  all  your  dejeded  thoughts,  and  formidable  ex¬ 
pectations  of  the  conflquence  of  my  departure,  with 
regard  to  your  temporal  concerns,  it  is  really  conveni¬ 
ent  and  neceSr.tr  y  for  yourfelvcs,  as  well  as  me,  that  I 
Should  go'  from  this  world  to  my  Father :  For  fuch  is 
the  feuiement  of  things  in  eternal  counfels  between 
him  and  me,  and  fuch  is  their  juft  connexion  and  or¬ 
der,  that  unlefs  I  depart,  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  bleJTed 
guide,  advocate  and  Comforter,  whom  I.  mentioned, 
(fee  the  note  on  chap,  xjv.  t6.)  as  more  than  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  want  of  my  bodily  prefence,  will  not  vi¬ 
sit  you  with  his  richeft  gifts  and  graces,  counfels  and 
alTiuances,  Supports  and  joys:  Bat  (<*')  when  I  go  to 
he  inthroned  in  my  heavenly  kingdom,  I  will  fend  him 
to  anfwer  all  the  great  and  glorious  purpofes  for  which 
yc  and  my  church  Shall  need  him. 

8  And  he  coming  from  on  high,  by  virtue  of  my 
death,  and  in  confequence  of  my  refuncQion  and  ex¬ 
altation,  Shall  carry  on  my  caufe  in  this  lower  world  hy 
demonstratively  convincing  both  Jtvit  and  Gentiles, 
wherever  my  gofpel  comes,  of  their  guilt,  depravity, 
and  ohnoxioufnefs  to  the  wrath  of  God  ;  of  the  rifth- 
TeouShefs  which  I  hring  in  by  my  obedience  and  fufFer- 
inga,  for  the  justification  of  fuch  as  are  helped  to 
fee-  that  they  have  no  righteoufnefs  of  their  own  to 
recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour  and  acceptance  ; 
and  of  my  holy  and  judicial  power,  in  fetting  to  rights 
the  diforders  of  human  nature,  by  fan&ifying  gmee, 
in  overthrowing  Satan’s  dominion,  and  in  palling 
judgment  againft  the  finally  unbelieving  and  unrighte¬ 
ous  at  the  great  day  of  account, 

9T0 


Ch.  xvi. 


73v  E vangtlifi  Jo purapbrafttl. 


p  Of  Jin,  be- 
ciaft  they  believe 
notoonc; 


to  Of  Hgbte- 

oofocG,  bec3U&  I 
go  to  my  Father* 
md  yt  fee  me  no 
more; 


li  Of  judg¬ 
ment,  hecaufetne 
prince  of  this 
uurid  is  judged. 


ii  l  have  yei 
many  things  to 
lay  unto  you,  but 
ye  monot  bear 
them  dow» 


1 3  Howheir, 
when  he  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  truth  is 
come »  he  will 

guide 


9  To  explain  my  -meaning  a  little  farther.  This  Ho* 
]y  Spirit,  by  his  miraculous  gifts  and  operations  for 
confirming  the  gofpcl,  and  by  bis  internal  illumination 
and  gracious  influence,  (hall  convince  many,  among 
Jews  and  Gentiitsy  of  all  tbe  wickedneis  of  their  hearts 
and  lives,  and  efpecially  of  tbeir  great-  fin  of  unbelief  ; 
becaufe  they  wilfully  rejected  me,  and  cbofe  rather  to 
go  on  in  their  iniquities,  than  believe  in  me  for  ever* 
lading  life. 

to  He  (hall  like  wife  coimnce  them  of  the  ri  ghte- 
onfnefs  of  my  perfon  and  caofe,  and  of  the  neceffity, 
fuitaUenels,  and  perfection  of  that  everlafting  righte- 
oufnefs  which  I  am  come  to  work  out  by  my  obedi¬ 
ence  unto  death  ;  becaufe  I  am  going  to  be  exalted  at 
my  Father's  right  band,  in  teflimony  of  his  having  en¬ 
tirely  approved  of,  and  accepted  me,  as  one  that  has 
anfwered  all  bis  demands  ;  and  ye  (hall  no  more  fee  me 
again  ia  this  humble  date  of  fufferings  and  abafement  *, 
as  if  I  had  not  fully  (atisfied  bis  julticc,  and  fmitheil 
tbe  work  be  gave  me  to  do  on  earth. 

1 1  And  this  Spirit  (hall  convince  them  of  my  power 
and  will,  to  renew  and  dandify  Jinners,  to  dedroy  tbe 
kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  to  execute  judgment  upon 
all  the  finally  wicked,  impenitent,  and  unbelieving; 
becaufe  Satan,  who,  as  the  god  of  this  world,  haa 
ruled  in  the  hearts  of  tbe  children  of  difobedttnee,  ia 
tried,  and  cad,  and  judicially  defeated  in  all  his  power 
and  claims,  by  my  death,  re  fur  red  ion,  and  afeenfion 
to  heaven,  from  whence  1  will  lend  the  Spirit,  as  my 
grand  agent,  for  demolilhing  the  powers  of  darknefs, 
and  ferciog  up  my  kingdom  of  light,  and  grace,  and 
bolineis,  on  its  ruins,  till  1  (hall  come  to  i  udge  the 
world  at  the  lad  day. 

ia  I  have  dill  many  other  things  to  communicate  ro 
yon,  relating  to  the  great  alterations  that  (hall  be  made 
in  the  date  and  worflitp  of  the  church  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  and  operations  ot  the  Spirit,  as  the  fruit  o?  my 
going  through  fufferings  and  death  to  glory :  But,  at 
prefenr,  by  reafon  of  the  weaknefs  of  your  faith,  and 
the  flrengtb  of  your  prejudices  and  carnal  expectations, 
ye  cannot  eafily  take  them  in,  or  be  reconciled  to  them, 

13  But  when  the  Divine  Spirit,  who  is  faithfulnefa 
and  truth  itfelf,  (hall  come  to  do  his  work  upon  you, 
and  by  you,  be  (hall  be  an  unerring  and  efficacious 

guide. 


NOTE. 


*  Thi*  appears  to  he  Chrift’s  meaning,  be-  ed,  that  all  whom  the  Father  hzi  fpynt  tov, 
tune  he  t»d  this  to  comfort,  and  nutditcmi-  might  he  Tuiib  ItiM  lq  heaven  to  heboid  ids  gkrjt 
nige  hi*  difcip)&;  and  they  did  lee  him  again  chap*  xvjL  14* 
earth  after  his  rcfiirjrfkuii,  tod  be  pray- 

Hi 
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guide  yon  into  *\\ 
troth:  for  he  (tali 
not  (peak  of  him- 
/5tl i .  but  whnlb* 
ever  hr  Ital!  bear 
/WftaJ Mir  (peak; 
and  he  will  fhew 

y«u  things  to 
corae. 


14  HcIlaKgto- 
rifj*  mr  ;  fm  he 
ftati  rerdve  of 
mine,  and  (hall 
Oicw  it  UiUo  you. 


guide,  to  give  you  an  underflanding  and  approbation 
of  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  gofpel*  kingdom,  which  is 
infallibly  true  in  every  part  of  it;  For  as  I  have  always 
a  tied  in  concert  with  my  Father  \  Co  the  Spirit  will  a£t 
in  entire  concert  with  us,  by  revealing  thefe  things, 
ribt  like  a  private  per  fan,  as  from  himfelf  only,  but  in 
exact  agreement  with  the  counfels  of  peace  between 
the  Father  and  me,  as  one  that  is  privy  to  them  all, 
and  fcarchcs  the  deep  things  of  God  :  And*  according 
to  ancient  prediffiort®  concerning  him,  {Joe!  ii.  28.) 
he  will  be  a  fpirit  of  prophecy  in  you,  and  will  acquaint 
you  with  all  that  may  be  needful  for  you  to  know,  or 
make  known  to  the  church,  for  ages  to  come  oa  earth, 
and  for  a  blcffed  eternity  afterwards  in  heaven. 

14  His  very  coming  in  my  name,  to  do  my  work, 
will  redound  to  my  honour;  and  his  great  bufinefs  and 
defign  will  be,  to  manifeft  my  glory  r  For  he  will  take 
into  his  province  the  things  that  relate  to  my  per  fan 
and  office,  taufe  and  kingdom,  and  will  dtfeover  them 
to  you,  that  ye  may  have  clear,  exalted,  and  endearing 
thoughts  of  me,  and  my  love  and  grace,  of  what  I  am, 
and  have  undertaken  for,  and  of  what  I  have  purebafed 
by  my  death,  and  have  authority  to  bellow  in  my  re-aflu- 
med  and  glorious  lift. 


re  All  thing, 
that  Hie  rather 
taih  ire  mine ; 
therefore  fdd  Tt 
that  lie  ital]  take 
of  mine,  and  (tall 

fliew  it  unto  you* 


*6  A  Irtdrwliife 
&rA  yc  (ball  not 

ice 


15  This  will  be  a  rich  difeovery,  and  include  what 
relates  to  the  Father  together  with  me:  For  as  I  and 
my  Father  are  one,  (chap,  x*  30,)  fo  his  nature  and 
perfections,  blelTednefs  and  glory  are  mine,  (CcL  it*  9.)  ; 
his  Spirit  is  mine ;  and  whatfoevef  he  makes  known  and 
communicates  by  the  Spirit,  is  frOm  me  in  common 
with  him;  In  a  word,  all  things  whatsoever 

rhe  Father  has,  (on]j  excepting  wbatrhe  very  notion  of 
his  being  a  Father  imports)  are  already  mine  by  origi¬ 
nal  right  and  claim  ;  and,  in  my  office-capacity,  the 
adminiftration  of  all  that  he  does,  ts  in  a  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  committed  to  me,  as  one  every  way  equal  to  the 
important  trufl ;  Therefore  I  Card  with  great  propriety, 
fh  u,  in  the  whole  of  the  gofpel-dirpenfation,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  will  take  into  his  province  what  relates  to  me  and 
my  glory,  and  will  make  it  known  to  you. 

16  It  is  now  *  but  a  very  tittle  while,  that  ye  fball 

NOTE* 


*  T  hare  referred  the  Jfrrfr  wiifr,  in  the  fir  ft 

ctinle,  to  the  time  before  which  drift 
would  be  taken  from  his  illfcip]r&  by  death* 
and  appear  to  them  a*ain  after  Uls  rdutrcc- 
don;  and  in  the  fccoikL  totheiirce  during 
which  be  utmid  he  aMent  fi*m  them*  and 
appear  agiiin  to  them  ;  becaufe  from  the  gram¬ 
matical :  conltru^lion,  kfeem*  encertain  which 
of  thefe  arc  referred  to,  and  neither  of  rhefe 
itnfci  is  iibll{u!dy  dUagrecabtc  to  the  cwirf 


text.  Some  indeed  fnppofe,  that  rhe  Hnfe 
white  in  the  firft  claufe*  relate*  to  the  tin*e 
between  Cbrift*$  fpeaking  theti  words,  and 
hi$  jJccnfion  to  heaTtn;  and  that  in  tfcc  belt 
it  relate*  to  the  time  between  h:* 
attention,  and  (hdr  own  duth,  or  hU 
appearing  to  judgment !  But  ooe  or  other  uf 
the  fen  fa  given  in  the  Pan  pa  raft,  appr*n 
to  be  modi  natural 


Ch.  xvi* 

ice  ms:  and  again, 
a  little  while  and 
yt  hall  fee  me, 
bceaufe  I  go  to 
the  Father. 


Tie  E vangslifi  John  paraphrased* 
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fee  me  in  my  prefent  mortal  ft  ate,  before  I  be  taken 
from  you  for  a  few  days  by  death  ;  and  toon  after  that, 
ye  ftiall  fie  me  again  but  for  a  little  time  longer,  as  ri* 
fen  to  an  immortal  life,  becaufe  I  am  going  ro  be  ex* 
a] ted  in  my  human  nature,  at  the  Father's  Tight  hand, 
and  to  rranfaft  the  affairs  of  my  church  with  him  there* 

17  The  difciples,  thro*  ignorance,  grief,  and  carnal 
notions  of  a  temporal  kingdom,  being  at  a  lofs  about 
the  unexplained  meaning  of  thefe  1a ft  words,  fame  of 
them  were  exceedingly  amazed  and  troubled  at  them, 
faying  privately  one  to  another,  What  can  our  Lord 
intend,  by  telling  us  that  in,  or  for  a  little  while,  we 
ft  1  all  not  fee  him  ;  and  that  in,  or  for  a  Little  while 
afterwards,  we  fhall  fee  him  again?  Aod  what  doth  he 
mean  by  the  rcafon  he  gives  for  it,  viz .  becaufe  he  tfi 
going  to  the  Father? 

18  They  therefore  being  in  a  great  perplexity  and 

concern  about  it,  the  quell  ion  went  round  among  them, 
faying,  in  a  whifper  to  fuch  brethren  as  were  neareft. 
What  means  this  little  that  our  X>ord  talks  of  ? 

we  cannot  imagine,  what  he  hints  at* 

19  Now  as  the  heart  fcarching  Jefus  faw  the  confu* 
(ton  they  were  in  upon  this  account,  and  that  they  had 
a  great  mind,  though  they  were  afraid  and  aihamed,  to 
aft  him  to  explain  himfrlf,  *  he  Taid  to  them.  Ate  ye 
at  a  lofs,  and  troubled  in  your  own  thoughts,  and  fo- 
licitoully  inquificive  one  of  another,  and  dcHrous  to  aft 
me  about  my  meaning,  when  1  fpoke  of  a  little  while, 
with  relation  to  your  not  feeing  me,  and  again  of  a  little 
while)  with  refpefit  to  your  feeing  me  afterwards? 

20  I,  the  faithful  and  true  Witcefs,  folemnly  aflure 
you,  that  ye  (hall  quickly  be  full  of  tears  and  bitter  la* 
mentation,  for  a  Ihort  feafon,  on  account  of  my  fuffer- 

tings  aod  death,  (^ZzrAxvi.  10*  and  Lukexxiiu  27,  28*); 
and  at  the  fame  time,  the  men  of  this  world,  rulers  and 
people,  will' triumph  and  rejoice,  an  thinking  that  they 
have  gained  tbeir  point  again (1  me  and  my  caufe  ;  Yea, 
for  a  while,  ye  will  be  exceedingly  dejetted  in  my  ab- 
fence,  as  if  all  your  faith  and  hope  in  me  were  a  delu^ 
fion,  (iuA/xxiv*  17,  at.);  but  very  foon,  when  I  fhall 
vifit  you  again  in  perfon  after  my  refurredtion,  and  {hall 
flied  down  my  Spirit  upon  you  after  my  afcenlion  to 
heaven,  all  your  diftrdling  farrows  (hall  be  turned  into 
the  greateft  iov,  (chap.  xx.  20*  Luke*  xxiv.  C2t  $3.  anj 
A?*u.4&)  *  21  Your 

p 

NOTE. 

*  That  this  rrtates  to  his  knowing  the  fc-  ther*  appears  from  ihe  conchi^on  they  drrw 
•ret  *ho fights  and  defiies  of  tbefr  hearts,  as  from  Kcnt'c,  3^}  th-it  he  iztitt  vil 

a*  thur  private  whiljjrtiags  odc  w  who-  utiJcUtt A  Wuttiy f  Kt  u  juvttiSiijk  Fin?, 


J7  Then  faid 
fame  of  hts  difd- 
pks  among  them- 
kites.  What  u  tins 
that  he  faith  ortu 
vs,  A  Kjric  while 
and,  ye  fall  dot 
tbc  me:  indicia, 
a  little  white  and 
ycthall  forme:  and, 
Secwti  ]  go  to  the 
Father  ? 


vS  They  titd 
therefore.  What  is 
tfiij  that  be  faith, 
A  IkttewkUel  we 
cannot  tell  what 
he  tilth. 

ip  Now  Jefua 
knew  that  they 
were  defiroM?  to 
aek  him,  aod  fa  id 
unto  them.  Do  ye 
inquire  among 
yourfeim  of  that 
i  f*ud ,  A  h'trk 
iviule  and  yefhall 
not  far  me:  and  a- 
^in, a little  whik 
and  ye  (hall  tie 
me  ? 

10  Verily  veri* 
U\  t  fay  unto  you, 
ilnt  yc  thall  weep 

And  lament,  but 
world  (ball  re- 
yjicc:  and  ye  (hall 
be  iorrowful,  but 
yi  mr  forrow  fb^ll 
*  e  turned  into  joy. 


Cll.  XT I. 
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*i  A  ™ffl,  21  Tour  cafe  will  be  like  that  of  a  woman  in  labour* 

vttfhwh  fiMTowj  aB  ^°r  a  ^b°rt  rime  bas  lharp  pains,  and  great  anxi- 
bcoufe  bn-  hour  cty  of  mind  about  the  event,  becaufe  according  to  God’s 
is  come :  but  a*-  ordination  on  account  of  the  firft  fin*  (Gttt.  Hi.  id.)  the 

Kvari  1  of'*  Ui*  unavoidable  and  expe&ed  hour  of  ditbds  is  come  upon 
child,  the  rantin'  her :  But  aB  foon  as  (he  is  lately  delivered  of  a  man^hUd, 
bcKthnooiorethe  the  toy  of  her  having  brought  forth  the  defired  offspring 

that  a  man  is  hbrn  ls  *®  8reat»  tbat  no  longer  groans  or  complains,  or 
into  the  worid.  reflefts  with  any  uneafinefs  on  tue  pangs  (he  endured. 

«  Ami  y«  now  a  a  So  ye  now  for  a  little  while,  under  your  preterit 

iJ^°hotTwai  d»fmal  appreheufions  of  my  leaving  you,  and  by  means 
fixyouagain,  and  of  the  fore  trials  that  are  juft  coming  upon  you,  are, 
yonr  linn  dull  re-  and  will  be,  full  of  di  ft  refs  andanguifh  of  foul:  But  I 

ST^SlX  will  foon  return  to  you  in  perfon,  and  afterwards  by  my 

from  you.  Spirit,  with  dear  manifdlarions  of  my  triumphs  and  my 

love,  as  an  earned  of  your  being  with  me  for  ever;  and 
then  ye  (hall  forget  all  your  forrows,  and  (halt  have  un- 
fpeakahle  joy  and  gladnefs  of  heart,  in  conftdrrarion  of 
the  great  and  glorious  things  which  by  my  ftifferings 
and  death  1  (hail  have  obtained  for  you j  and  whatfoever 
men  of  devils  mayddign,  or  attempt  againft  you,  (*’!,r) 
none  of  them  (hall  ever  be  able  to  (hake  tbe  foundation, 


*3  Attain  that 
d&y  vc  ihutt  a  sk  me 
nothing  Verily 
veiity  I  fay  unto 
you,  Wivitfbcvor 
yefmHa^k  the  Fa* 

tb(.TrLniny  nanic, 
kc  will  giver;  you* 


or  rob  you  of  your  fpiritual  and  eternal  joy. 

23  And  in  this  time  of  great  confolation,  under  the 
light  and  influence  of  my  Spirit,  ye  (hall  neither  need 
my  corporal  prefence  with  you,  nor  have  opportunities 
of  aftring  me*  queftions,  for  relieving  your  doubts  and 
difficulties,  and  informing  you  about  tbe  things  of  my 
kingdom,  as  ye  have  been  wonr,  and  are  now  defirous 
to  do,  (ver*  19.)  As  I  told  you  (ver.  16.)  that  I  am 
going  to  the  Father;  fo  1,  wl)o  am  Truth  itfelf,  folemnly 
affure  you,  that  whatfoever  ye,  by  the  afliflance  of  the 
Spirir,  (hall  afterwards  aft;  my  Father  and  yout  Father, 
with  faith  in  my  name,  as  your  only  Mediator,  High- 
Frieft  and  Advocate,  he  will  readily  grant  it  to  you  on 


NOTE. 

*  Here  a  plain  reference  to  their  want-  mentfompg  this  here,  firm*  to  be,  hewufr 
jntrfo  afV  him  what  he  meant  by  a  &Mh  he  was  then  gniog  particularly  to  reoommcful 
trS/e ,  flee.  (  wr.  ip,)  There  tt  is  faid,  rAtior  the  Father's  fove  to  them,  [vtr*  itf,  *7*}  and 
avre*  ic/rc  ft  afi  him :  to  give  them  a  hint  of  the  tyrfpel-fcbcme  of 

And  here  Chiift  fays  rfufriTtt;  vom,  worlitip,  with  regard  to  Ms  mcdiatiunf 

tt  jfk  mt  norm*,  But  he  U  far  from  Titbwn  w  tare  atetfi  by  snt  Spirit  ft  rw  t a- 
di-fifttiing  hy  this,  to  tnrfiM  their  praying  to  if(r,  (i'^.  il  jS,)  And  as  tne  difeipies  did 
him  i  For  not  only  Stephen  and  the  apcffle?  a*k  him  quefiiont  dftcr  Ms  rrTuj region,  {ebsp* 
did  this  after  he  was  jjouc  to  heaven  1  but  it  xku 11*  and  dds  L  6.)  I  think  thtJay  men- 
Is  made  the  diflinguifhinK  rhararttT  nd"  Chrf*  fhnrd  here,  and  in  vrr*  s  4*  refers  rather  to 
tuns,  *thit  rhey  call  vpon  h  m3  ort  uptn  b’s  the  time  or’  his  pouring  out  the  Spirit,  than 

t%  14-  Horn*  x*  11,  rj,  14,  axi  of  his  pcrforul  appearing  to  them  filter  his 
1  Cer-  h  Tnc  mfun  of  our  LoriTsnot  raun'cciioa. 


Ch*  xvi. 

in  my  name:  uk* 
and  ye  fl« U  re* 

ttirr,  that  yoar 

joy  may  be  full. 


1 5  Thde  things 
have  J  fpokto  no¬ 
lo  yov  in  proverbs; 
the  time  comtth 
vben  I  thill  no 
more  fpeak,  onto 
you  in  proverb*, 
but  I  flulHhew  you 
pUuly  of  the  Fa* 
then 


a  d  At  that  day 
ye  iHl!  ask  io  tny 
name  :  and  1  fay 
not  unto  yon, that 
Will  pray  the 
ther  for  you : 


*7  For  the  Fa* 
ther  himfetf  lo- 
vcih  you,  bc&ufe 

ye  have luvcd  me, 

and  have  believed 
that  1  c^me  out 
from  Cfoii 


7fc  EvangeRjl  John  parapbrafed,  4$5 

fears,  have  on  all  occafions  had  recourfe  to  me;  and,  in 
yoar  addrefles  to  God  the  Father,  ye  have  not  applied 
to  him  with  any  exprefs  mention  of  my  name  5  nor  have 
ye  well  under  flood  the  grounds  of  worshipping  him  in 
that  manner,  fo  as  to  plead  and  depend  upon  my  me¬ 
rit  and  righteoufnefs,  and  my  intereft  with  Him  for  you : 
But  henceforth,  in  all  your  wants,  p refen t  your  peti¬ 
tions  and  pleas  with  faith  in  my  atonement  and  advo¬ 
cacy,  which  (hall  be  hereafter  fully  revealed  \  and  he 
will  certaioly  return  an  anfwer  of  peace,  that  your  ho¬ 
ly  joy  may  be  daily  increaGng,  till  at  length  it  (ball  be 
as  abundant  and  complete,  as  ye  youxfelves  can  wifli  for, 
or  be  capable  of. 

35  Thde  important  things  have  I  delivered  to  you  in 
(hort,  pithy  fentences,  which,  by  reafou  of  your  pre- 
fent  ignorance,  forrows  and  prejudices,  are  as  obfeure 
to  you  as  parables  are  to  thofe  that  do  not  undrrltand 
them :  But  the  time  is  now  coming  on  apace,  when 
my  Spirit  (hall  fo  clearly  enlighten  the  eyes  of  your  un¬ 
demanding,  and  lead  you  into  the  whole  fcheme  of  the 
gofpel,  that  what  1  have  faid,  and  (hall  further  com¬ 
municate  to  you  hy  him,  will  no  longer  appear  dark 
and  myflerious  like  a  parable ;  but  1  wilt  then  make  a 
free,  open,  and  full  difeovery  of  my  Father ;  of  his  gra* 
cious  counfels  and  will  concerning  you  and  the  whole 
church;  of  the  nature  and  deGgn  of  my  fufferings  and 
death;  of  the  reafons  of  my  going  to  him;  of  the  bu- 
finefs  which  I  go  to  tranfatl  with  him  ;  of  the  confi¬ 
dence  which  on  tbefe  accounts  ye  may  hare  towards 
him ;  and  of  the  way,  in  which  ye  are  to  addrefs  him 
through  me,  for  obtaining  all  the  blefiings  ye  need. 

26  At  that  time,  when  I  (hall  be  with  my  Father, 
and  the  Spirit  fhall  come  down  upon  you,  ye  by  his  af- 
fiftance  fhall  offer  up  aU  your  petitions,  with  an  expli¬ 
cit  mention  of  my  name,  and  with  an  entire  truft  and 
confidence  In  me,  as  hiving  made  atonement  on  earth, 
and  as  interceding  in  heaven :  And  i  need  not  tell  you, 
nor  do  1  infift  upon  it  now,  as  1  have  before,  ( ebap « 
xiv.  16.);  that  while  ye  thus  addrefs  a  throne  of  gtacc 
in  my  name,l  will  be  your  great  Advocate  to  recommend 
your  perfons  and  prayers  to  the  Father’s  acceptance. 

37  For  the  Heart  of  myFather  himfdfis  toward  you, 
as  a  God  of  peace  thro*  my  blood  ;  and  he,  in  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  love  to  you,  will  readily  hear  your  prayers 
that  fhall  be  in  this  manner  prefented  to  him,  becaufe 
ye  are  indeed  mv’difciples,  that  hare  a  fmeerc  aflcitron 
for  me,  fpiinging  from  that  faith  whereby  ye  believe 
in  me  as  bis  only  begotten  Son,  who  came  from  him  to 

be 


1  forth 
from  the  father, 
Krtri-iv*  onw  inro 
r+K  tor1?l:  a^ain/l 

leave  the  worJ<f, 
Iffid  go  to  tilt  l  a* 
t)«r. 

4  ■ 


faiil  unto  him , 
Xyo,  now  fpeakrtf 
ihou  piling,  and 
fpcitkcd  qo  pro-' 
verb. 


1©  N©war©  we 
fun  th«  thou 
knourOailthings, 
and  neodeft  not 
that  any  man 
fhouM  asfc  thee  : 

Kv  ive  believe 
r*MT  th'tu  ctmeft 
forth  fret;!  God. 


ii  Teftis  anfwer- 

fd  thr^t,  1)©  ye 
gov  hdkyt  ? 

ri 

f 


pet^jj  ilie 

hour 

p 


Thi  EvangeBji  John  paraphrafed V  Cb<  xvi, 

be  the  Saviour  of  Ifrael:  He  has  the  greateft  delight  in 
thofe,  who  thus  by  faith  and  lure  embrace  roe*  in  whom 
he  is  well  pleafed. 

28  To  fum  up  all  that  I  have  been  laying*  in  a  few 
words*  it  is  plainly  this;  I*  who  was  witb  the  Father 
from  everlafting,  voluntarily  came  forth  from  him  into 
this  world,  in  a  way  of  peculiar  manifeftatton  and  ope¬ 
ration  ;  and  having  gone  through  my  great  work,  in  % 
Date  of  humble  obedience  and  fufferings  on  earth*  I 
now  am  taking  leave  of  this  lower  world,  and  return¬ 
ing  home  again  to  my. Father,  that  I  may  be  glorified 
spuh  him,  may  manage  and  A  cure  the  concerns  of  the 
redeemed  in  heaven,  and  by  my  Spirit  may  apply  my 
purebafe  to  them  on  earth  for  their  falvation*  Why 
then,  upon  the  whole,  fhould  your  hearts  be  troubled, 
or  afraid  ?  (chap,  xiv*  .1,  27.) 

2Q  Our  blcficd  Lord  having  fpoke  in  this  plain  and 
comfortable  manner  to  his  dtfciples ;  they  at  length  u ri¬ 
der  ftpod  him  to  mean,  that  he  was  going  to  be  glorified 
with  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  cried  out  with  ecflacy 
?nd  affurance,  Nbw  we  clearly  take  in  the  true  fenfe  of 
thy  difeourft,  and  it  is  no  longer  a  dark  faying  to  us. 

30  We  2  re  now  like  wife  fully  fatisfied,  that  thou 
haft  a  perfect  knowledge  of  all  things,  even  to  the  very 
fecrets  of  our  hearts :  And  tho’  we  were  afraid  to  tell 
thee  the  perplexity  of  pur  minds,  and  how  defirous  we 
were  { ver .  19.)  to  alk  thee  about  the  very  thing  which 
thou  haft  now  explained  to  us;  we  now  find  that  thou 
didft  not  need  to  be  informed  of  our  thoughts,  but  haft, 
,  f  rhine  own  accord,  as  exa£Hy  and  dire&ly  anfwered 
the  queftion,  that  was  In  our  hearts,  as  if  we  had  ex- 
prefled  it  in  words:  By  this  evident  proof  which  thou 
baft  given  of  thy  divine  omnife tenet,  we  are  throughly 
confirmed  in  our  faith,  that  thou  art  indeed  the  Son  of 
God,  whp  came  ft  from  Mm,  and  art  returning  again 

to  him. 

■ 

3*  Jefus  however  knowing  that  their  faith  was  not 
fo  ftrong  and  ftedfaft  as  they  imagined,  andr  har,  nor- 
with  Handing  their  prefent  confidence  it  would  foon  be 
ftiake n  again,  replied,  Are  ye  now  at  l?ft,  as  ye  ought 

to  have  been  hrforc,  fo  clearly  apprehensive,  and  fo  well 
affured  of  what  I  havefaid?  And  ie  your  faith  fo  fully 
confirmed  in  me,  that  ye  think  yourfclves  eftablilhed  in 
it  to  fuch  a  degree,  aj  never  to  he  ftaggered  more  ?  A- 
las!  ye  arc  much  miftaken. 

32  Ohfcrve  what  I  fay  to  you,  for  your  humbling, 
watchfu'nefs  and  caution,  and  for  further  proof  of  my 
divine  omnifcjence  with  regard  to  what  w ill  be,  as  wel| 

X  ^ 


Ch.  ivi. 

banroonielhtyeaT 

is  artw  come,  chat 
7c  frill  be  (carter* 
t-4  cttTj  man  ui 
Uis  own,  and  (hail 
leave  me  alone  : 
^n;i  ye:  t  am  not 
dime,  FfCtaoTe  the 
F  *u  her  is  with 
me. 
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31  Theft  things 
l  have  fpofcen  oo* 
t^youtthatin  me 
je  might  have 
peace:'  In  the 
world  yefbaU  have 
tribulation  :  but 
be  of  good  d?eer, 
l  have  overcome 
the  world. 


.w  is  in  your  hearts :  The  time  is  juft  at  hand,  yea,  is 
fo  very  near,  that  in  a  manner  it  may  be  faid  to  be  al¬ 
ready  come,  when  ye  will  all  be  difperfed,  and  Ikulfc 
about  in  a  fright  among  year  friends  to  provide  far  your 
own  fofety,  according  to  former  prophecy,  [Zecb.  xiii. 
7.};  aI|d  not  one  of  you  will  dare  to  accompany,  own, 
or  bear  witneft  to  me:  And  yet,  defthute  as  I  (hall  be 
left  by  you,  1  never  am,  nor  then  (hall  be  alone,  be* 
caufe  my  Father  and  I,  being  intimately  and  infeparablf 
united,  are  ever  prefenr  one  with  the  other ;  and  the* 
he,  as  a  Judge,  will  with-hold  the  comforts  of  his  pre- 
fence  from  me,  .who  am  come  to  bear  the  (ins  of  many; 
yet  he  will  continue  to  be  with  me,  *  as  a  Father ,  to 
afljft  and  own  me,  and  carry  me  through  all  the  con* 
fli£b  which  I  have  confented  to  undergo,  as  his'fer* 
rant,  that  be  may  be  glorified.  (Ifa.  I.  7.) 

33  Now  all  thefe  things  have  I  delivered  to  yon  in 
my  farewell  fermon,  that'hy  virtue  of  your  union  with 
me,  and  by  faith  in  me,  ye  may  find  the  nobleft  peace 
with  God,  and  poflefs  your  own  fouls  in  quiethds  and. 
patience:  Te  may  fee,  by  what  L  have  fold,  that  while 
ye  are  in  this  world,  great  troubles  and  persecutions  for 
my  fake,  will  attend  you ;  but  do-notbe  diflieartened  at 
them,  (*«f>Mirr)  confide  in  me,  and  be  courageous  in 
hope  of  an  happy  event :  For  as  1  have  weathered  all 
oppoGtion  from  meirand  devils,  and  come  off  with  vic¬ 
tory  hitherto;  fo,  by  my  death  and  refur  region,  afoen* 
fton  to  heaven,  exaltation  to  my  throne,  and  effuGoa 
.of  my  Spirit,  lam  juft  now  going  to  obtain  an  entire 
conqueft  over  the  world,  and  every  thing  elfe,  which 
(lands  in  the  way  of  your  falvation,  that  1  and  you  may 
dwell  together  in  njy  Father's  houfe,  where,  as  1  told 
ypu  at  the  beginning  of  this  difeourfe,  1  am  going  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you.  (chap*  xiy.  1.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  often  are  we  Torrowful  at  thofc  things  at  which  we  ought  to  Tcjoicc  1 
How  much  better  is  it  for  us,  that  thrift  is  now  exalted  on  his  throne,  than 
that  he  Ihould  hare  always  continued  to  be  pcrfona]fy  prefent  on  earth!  And  O 
how  divinely  great  and  glorious  is  be,  who  came  from  the  Father,  and  whole 
human  nature  is  now  removed  from  our  world,  and  jjrme  to  heaven.  He  is  pof- 
fefled  of  all  the  lame  perfections,  and  is  Lord  proprietor,  and  difpofer  of  all  the 
fame  things  with  the  Kalher  htmfelf;  and  be  fends  his  Spirit  to  carry  on  his  work 
it*  the  world,  and  know  all  things,  even  the  fprerets  of  our  hearts.  With  what 
ufety  then  may  we  believe  in  him  How  equally  divine  is  the  Ipirit  of  truth, 
who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  Father  and  Sou,  and  with  their  whole" clefiyn, 
and  who  freely  comes  from  them,  to  acquaint  us  with  alt  needful  truth,  audio  glo¬ 
rify  Chrift  by  afting  in  his  name,  and  taking  of  his  things,  which  arc  alfo  the 
Father’s,  and  J  he  wing  them  to  us  1  And  how  efficaciouily  doth  he  convince  apn- 

■  ft  ate 

NOTE. 

*  This  interpretation  cafifr  tteodeiks  what  fiifTcrings  and  death,  with  his  faying  on  the 

<;'4r  Lord  here  iiys  afvtnt  bis  not  bring  ah**,  Cmfs,  Af,  Cad,  my  G)d,  -orhy  knji  ffiwj  Jif- 

ui^  the  Fasicr-t  I!r"g  with  him,  in  Hu  la  ft  fitn  me?  (Moitb,  xxvu.  45.) 
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Hate  men  of  fin*  righteoo&efe*  and  judgment !  O  Hefled  work !  May  it  faring- 
ly  prevail  in  onr  hearts,  and  fpread  far  and  vide  through  our  world  1  But  how 
ignorant  and  dull  of  unde  rlta  tiding  are  we*  and  how  indolent  in  our  inquiries  af¬ 
ter  the  tnoft  important  things,  which,  how  plainly  (bever  they  be  delivered  to 
us,  appear  as  obfeure  as  parables,  til!  Chrift  open*  the  eyes  of  out  mind* !  Ami 
what  an  excellent  teacher  is  our  Lord,  who  fiuts  his  iuftniftiotis  to  our  circiim- 
fiances*  capacities  and  occaficmB,  and  to  what  he  knows  to  be  the  diftrdfes  and 
defircs  of  our  hearts  !  How  foon  can  he  (batter  all  our  darkneft,  and  turfl  our 
forrovr  into  joy,  into  fiich  joy  as  no  man  can  take  from  us,  and  as  (halt 
grow  up  to  full  perfeftion !  But  alas !  when  we  tbiok  our  fahh  is  ftron^rft,  the 
greatest  teroptatione  arc  often  ncareft ;  and  therefore  we  ftould  not  be  fd ^con¬ 
fident,  but  give  ourfelvea  unto  prayer :  And  what  rich  encouragement  have  we 
for  this,  finee  the  Father  bimfelf  loves  them  that  believe  in  his  Son,  and  is  well 

S leafed  with  their  love  to  him !  But  as  it  is  only  on  his  account,  that  God  h  our 
athcr  and  friend,  how  carefully  foonld  we  always  addrefs  the  throne  of  grace, 
with  a  direct  eye  To  Jefus,  and  with  explicit  pleadings  of  his  name,  as  our  great 
Mediator,  according  to  the  fettlement  of  gofpel-woHKip;  and  with  what  hum¬ 
ble  confidence  may  we  depend  upon  an  anfwer  of  fuch  believing  pleas  through 
him  I— This  world  is  a  foenc  of  farrow *  and  what  if  we  meet  with  great  tribu¬ 
lations  in  it  for  Chrifi’s  f*kc  l  It  is  only  from  men  that  know  not  God,  and  it  is 
no  more  than  our  Lord  himfclf  foretold  would  be  :  We  Ibould  therefore  be  fo 
for  from  being  djfheartened  and  ftumbled  at  this,  that  our  faith  ihould  be  the 
more  confirmed  io  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  by  it:  And  what  can  be  a  greater 
comfort  under  it,  than  the  peace  that  he  has  promt  fed  to  give,  and  the  victory 
that  he  has  obtained  over  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world  for  us,  that  we  may  alfb 
overcome  them  by  faith  m  him  !  And  if  we  arc  deferted,  even  by  our  friends, 
in  the  days  of  onr  greatest  tribulation,  we  may  encourage  ourfclves  in  this,  that 
we  ihall  not  he  alone,  but  Chrift  and  his  Father  will  be  with  us  by  the  spirit,  to 
fopport  and  own  us,  and  carry  us  Cafe  to  glory. 


CHAP,  xvn. 

Cur  Lord's  prayer  before  bis  death}  fir  bimfsif%  1,-5*  For  all  that 
were  already  called}  6y — ID,  Mofi  immediately  for  the  applet*  that 
they  might  he  preferved  and  fanUijtidy  11,-19.  ^or  the  whole 
church}  as  welt  as  the  apoftleS}  that  they  might  be  united  and  gbri - 
fed}  20, — 24.  And  particularly  again  fir  the  apofUe%  25,  26- 


Tmt. 


T1HF.SE  words 
*  fpake  Jefos, 
abdliftupbUeycs 
to  haven,  ud 
fold.  Father,  the 


hoariscotnq  glo¬ 
rify  lily  Sod,  that 

thj 


PlK&PIIAASB. 

/*\  U  R  bleffcd  Lord  having  given*  his  difciplcs 
^  a  farewell  fernvon,  clofed  it  with  a  parting  prayer, 
in  which  he,  like  an  affectionate  dying  parent,  com¬ 
mitted  his  family,  and,  like  a  merciful  and  faithful 
hlgh-pricfl,  recommended  the  apoftles,  and  the  whole 
church,  to  bis  Father,  and  therein  gave  a  fpecimen  of 
the  continual  intercd&on  which  be  was  going  to  make 
for  them  in  heaven.  He  therefore  lifted  up  his  eyes, 
with  great  (olemnicy,  to  the  habitation  of  God’s,  glory, 
and  poured  out.  the  defires  of  bis  heart  in  the  following 
manner,  faying,  **  O  my  Father,  the  fet  time  agreed  u- 
pon  in  eternal  counfels,  for  finifhing  my  coutfe  of  o- 
bedience  and  fufferings  on  earth,  is  now  come;  own 
me,  1  bcfeecb  thee,  as  the  Son ;  fupport  me  under  my 
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thy  Son  alio  may 
glorify  thee* 


1  As  thou  haft 
j\iven  him  power 
uverall  fhlh|  that 
he  Ihould  give  e- 
tcrnal  life  to  u 
many  asthoo  haft 
given  him* 


j  And  this  t* 

life  eternal,  that 
they  might  know 
thee  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jefus 
Chrifl  whom  thou 
haft  SknU 


lift  agonies ;  and  give  ine  fuch  a  triumphant  nQory 
over  death  and  the  grave,  and  all  the  powers  of  dark* 
nefs,  as  AtaU  iffue  in  tby  receiving  me  up  to  glory  $ 
that  I,  thine  own  eternal  Son,  may  honour  alt  tby  per- 
fe£Hons  by  my  death>  and  then*  being  exalted  at  tby 
light  hand,  may  fpread  thy  glory,  by  my  word  and 
Spirit,  through  the  world  j 

1  (<  According  to  the  dcGgn,  for  which  rhoa,  in  con- 
fiderarion  of  my  fnlfilling  my  engagements  to  thee,  haft 
given  me  an  univerfal,  abfalute  dominion  over  all  the 
perfons  and  concerns  of  the  *  fallen  race  of  mankind, 
that  I  might  authoritatively,  freely  and  cffe&ually  be¬ 
llow  the  great  blefling  of  eternal  lift,  with  all  the  mean* 
tending  to  it,  upon  every  one,  whom,  in  the  grcatneft 
of  thy  love,  thou,  hall  committed,  as  a  peculiar  pro¬ 
perty,  trull  and  treafurc  to  me. 

3  *'  And  the  way  to  this  eternal  life,  the  beginnings 
and  earned*  of  it,  the  evidences  of  right  and  title  to 
it,  and  the  complete  enjoyment  of  it,  lye,,  not  only  in 
their  approving  and  fiducial  knowledge  of  thee,  under 
the  chara&er  of  the  only  true  and  faithful  God,  in  f 
oppofition  to  all  other  gods ",  hut  alfo  in  the  like  know¬ 
ledge  of  me,  the  anointed  Saviour,  whom  thou  haft 
fent  into  the  world,  under  the  chara&er  of  the  only 
true  mediator,  in  oppofition  to  all  other  mediators,  or 
other  ways  of  approaching  thee,  and  finding  acceptance 
with  thee. 


llhi'TCclorifrd 
tbcc  on  cnc«irt!i: 

J 


4  “  I  have  all  along  invariably  intended  and  dtfplayed 
thy  glory,  in  the  whole  of  my  doctrine,  miracles,  and 
life,  and  am  ready  to  honour  all  rhy  perfe£tioos  on 

earth. 


NOTES- 


*  Atlftefi  is  commonly  ufed  in  feripture  to  fen  people  in  thb  prayer,  that  ware  commit* 
dcfcfibe  1  he  human  race,  at  frail,  mortal*  and  ted  to  hit  charge,  as  the  great  Shepherd  of 
degenerate  by  the  fall;  and  though  thephraffi,  the  Ihrep  ;  in  ftunc  parts  of  which  he  had  a 
As  many  as  then  haft  me7  may  have  a  itfpeft  »  all  that  were  then  already  called, 

particular  rtfped  10  the  ftpofties,  aa  included  whether  apoftkeorotherbetievers;  in  others, 
in  that  number;  yet  it  is  motto  be  confined  particularly  to  the  apoftles  and  their  office; 
to  them,  much  left  is  ir  to  be  referred  mere-  and  in  others,  lo  the  whole  number  of  the 
ly  to  their  office ;  For  power  over  aU  flclh  tkft,  including  thoft  that  were  to  be  catted, 
w  given  to  Chrift,  that  be  might  pvt  tit r-  a»  well  as  thofc  that  were  already  called,  that 
Hfl/  fife  to  thefe  many ;  but  firdy  eternal  they  might  be  eternally  f*ved. 

Life  is  given  by  him  to  more  than  the  apo*  |  That  our  bkfitd  Lord  here  fpcaksof  the 
flics :  and  he  had  not  this  office-power  over  only  true  God,  in  diftintiion  from  idols,  and 
all  rhinos  to  give  eternal  life  merely  in  them,  not  to  the  exclufron  of  himfetf,  appears  from 
whole  dumber  ww  lb  fnwtt,  as  hardly  to  ad-  his  fpeahwg  of  himfelf,  as  the  ohjefl  of  the 
mit  of  propriety  to  meaning  them  only,  by  fame  fiducial  knowledge  with  the  Father,  and 
the  matn  that  were  given  to  him:  Gor  Lord  from  his  diftingmftfmg  himfclf  from  Use  Fa- 
therefore  exprefsly  tells  us  that  ha  prayed  oat  tha\  not  hy  any  eflcmial  title,  but  merely 
fir  the  aptfiUs  shat,  hut  fir  them  alfithal  by  his  elfice-charefler,  vtz.Jefit  Cbrifl^hom 
ftwtdfo&vcm  him  thresh  their  wrd,  that  thou  haft  fiat.  And  the  fame  apoftk,  who 
they  ail  mff it  he  cnet  and  n%bt  he  vnth  him,  recorded  ibis  prayer,  cuprcfriy  faysnf  Chrift, 
i*,Wr  he  h*  to  Ithite  fa  £kr?:  ( ver ,  an,  it ,  T fa  it  the  trw  God,  tut d  eternal  Rfi,  in  oppo- 
a^.)  So  tbst  Clirift  rt-jrtkil  ill  God's  rhn-  feion  to  ithk*  i  John  v.  ao,  n* 
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I  hare  finilhed  the 
work  which  thou 
ganA  me  to  do 


S  Anil  now*  O 
Fit  Her  ,  glorify 
thou  me  with 
thine  own  fcl f# 
with  the  glory 
which  I  hid  with 
thee  before  the 
world  was. 


$  I  hare  nun!- 
felTed  thy  ume 
onto  the  .men 
which  thou  ga* 
veil  me  out  of  the 
world:  thine thc^ 
were'indthongt- 
vcfttherotnc;  and 
they  have  'kept 
thy  word. 


earth*  by  my  death*  which  1  am  fo  fully  refolded  upon* 
and  which  will  be  fo  certainly*  and  fo  foon  accompli  di¬ 
ed,  that  I  may  fpeak  of  it*  as  if  it  were  already  over  ) 

and  (*»«**»*«)  I  have  thereby  perfected  the  great  work 
of  redemption*  anfwcrable  to  the  utmoft  demands  of 
thy  juftice  and  to  the  truft,  which  thou  didtl  repofe  in 
me*  as  the  bead  and  furcty  of  the  church. 

5  **  And  now*  O  my  heavenly  Father*  I  plead*  that* 
according  to  thy  engagements  to  me*  thou  wouktft 
advance  my  incarnate  perfon  to  the  higheft  glory  at  thy 
right  hand*  where  I  may  appear  in  human  nature*  and 
in  the  mediatorial  office,  like  myfelf*  and  may  ftiine 
in  all  that  divine  majefty,  which  has  been  obfeured.  in 
my  date  of  humiliation  on  earth*  und  which  1  was 
po defied  of*  together  with  thyfelf*  from  all  eternity. 

6  "  As  to  all  my  fin  cere  *  difciples*  whom  thou  haft 
made  my  peculiar  charge*  by  way  of  difca&ion  from 
mankind  in  general*.  I  have  already  begun  to  give  them 
a  fpiritoal  under ftanding  of  thine  excellencies*  of  my 
relation  to  thee*  and  commiffion  from  thee,  and  of  thy 
mind  aqd  will  about  their  faJ ration  ;  They  were  ortgi- 
rally  thine  by  peculiar  and  eternal  choice*  as  well  as 
by  creation -right}  and  thou  gaveft  them  to  me*  that  1 
might  take  effeOual  care  of  them ;  and  they,  under  my 
powerful  influence  upon  their  hearts,  have  embraced* 
and  adhered  to  the  teftimony  which  thou  haft  given  to 
me,  and  to  the  do£Uine  which  1  have  delivered  from 
thee. 


T  Now  they 
(live  known  that 
ill  things  whatfo- 
acr  thou  haft  gi¬ 
ven  me  are  of 
thee, 

S  For  f  have  ci- 
venuatothtmLne 
words  which  thou 
gavtlt  me  ;  and 

they 


7  “  They  now  have  been  brought  to  underftand*  and 
believe  that  all  things*  which  I,  as  Mediator*  have  un¬ 
dertaken*  taught  and  performed*  are  by  thine  appoint¬ 
ment  and  commiffion*  and  are  the  fruits  of  thy  infi¬ 
nite  wifdom  and  fovereign  grace.' 

8  “  For  1  have  effe&ually  revealed  to  them  thofe  mv- 
fteries  of  the  kingdom*  relating  to  my  perfon  -  office 
and  benefits*  which  thou  haft  {authorized  me  to  make 
known  for  their  inftrudion  and  edification  \  and  they, 
by  the  internal  light  and  energy,  that  attended  my 
words,  have  cordially  entertained  them  with  faith  and 

love* 


NOTE. 

*  Tnoujh  this  pari  of  Chrift's  prwci,  to  thing}  more  pKulhr  to  the  apolllei:  And 
the  end  or  i*cr+  to,  may  have  a  principal  his  fpeafcUtg  of  what  he  had  done,  tn  the 

to  ?he  apoftlei;  yet  I  take  it  to  ex-  vmg  illumination  of  ill  thefit  converts,  miy 
fcnd.li^u-if;  to  the  Seventy,  and  to  all  that  very  well  be  tonftilcrcd  as  a  fpccimen  of  hrt 
had  hicn  already  tiT«Audlf  called  nndsr  lit  hitmulnef^  in  what  he  would  likewife  <l»t 
minifliy  :  For  there  fee  mi  to  be  nothing  pe-  in  proper  (eaftm,  for  all  the  rdl,  tbit  tl«j 
ruliur  tn  the  apoftto,  till  we  come  towv  it,  Father  had  given  him,  especially  fu-«heelo- 
wrljTrc  our  Lord  begins  tn  fpeak  more  tron>*-  fts  this  part  of  his  prayer  with  fdyinjr,  (wr, 

them,  as  appnn  to  me  hy  his  to.i  Aft  mime  ere  /4Hft  a*4  thine  ate  , 
inenr  airing  the  pro  noon,  frbm  (*at«)  /iff*  ana  I  am  gforijifd  or  (tan*  bee  the  pour  on 
t'*  ou  to  mention  vtrt  ac* 


Cb.  xvn 


The  Evange&fi  John  paraphrafttL 


they  hire  rei¬ 
ved  them  ,  and 
have  known  fine¬ 
ly  that  I  came  out 

# 

from  thee,  and 
they  hzTc  believed 

that  thou  didft 
frnd  me* 

$  I  pray  for 
them :  E  pray  not 
for  the  world,  blit 
for  them  which 
thou  haft  given 
me;  for  they  art 
thine. 

10  And  all  mine 
are  thine  ■,  and 
thine  are  mine  j 
and  I  am  glorified 
in  them* 


1 1  And  now  1 
am  no  more  in  the 
world,  but  the  lb 
are  in  the  world, 
and!  cometothoe* 
Pin  ly  father,  keep 
thro1  thine  own 
name  thole  whom 
than  haft  given 
mejhat  they  may 
It  one,  a«  we  ere. 


lore,  and  accordingly  have  been  well  allured  in  their 
own  minds  and  continences,  that  I,  as  a  divine  per  (bn, 
came  into  this  world  from  thee,  {chap,  xvi,  30.)  and 
they  have  favingly  believed  in  me,  astbe  true  MelEah , 
whom  thou  haft  lent. 

9  “  I  therefore  affectionately  recommend  them  to  thy 
fatherly  care  for  perfecting  every  thing  that  concerns 
them,  my  prayer  being  defigned,  not  univerfally  for  all 
mankind,  but  only  for  thofe  whom  thou,  in  tby  pcco- 
liar  love  to  me  and  them, haft  committed  to  my  charge ; 
for  they  are  hy  eternal  choice  and  designation  tbitic. 

10  “  And  onr  joint  intereft  in  them,  anfwcrable  to 
the  original  communion  that  we  have  one  with  the  o~ 
ther  *  in  all  things,  is  fo  entirely  and  infeparably  the 
fame  ;  that  all  whom  thou  halt  given  me  are  (till  as 
much  as  ever  thine,  and  all  that  thou  haft  chofen  for 
thyfelf  are  equally  mine ;  our  popeny  in  them  is  not 
divided,  nor  transferred  from  one  of  us  to  the  other, 
but  is  common  to  us  both :  It  is  therefore  for  them, 
who  are  both  thine  and  mine,  that  I  pray  ;  and  I,  to¬ 
gether  with  thee,  am,  and  for  ever  (hall  he,  glorified 
in  their  redemption,  and  effectual  calling,  in  their  faith, 
love,  wor(hip  and  obedience,  and  in  th'cit  eternal  glo¬ 
rification  with  thee  and  me. 

1 1  **  And  now  the  time  is  come,  when  I  muft  die  a 
facrifice  for  their  fins,  and  (hall  afterwards  be  hut  a 
little  longer  with  any  of  them  corporally  in  this  world, 
to  inftruct,  defend  and  comfort  them;  but  ( «»■•*) 'thefe  f 
my  apoftles-,  here  prefent  with  me,  as  well  as  the  rell 
of  my  di Triples,  are  ftill  to  be  left,  for  a  while,  in  a 
world  of  fin  and  forrow,  attended  with  many  infirmi¬ 
ties,  temptations  and  dangers :  And  as  I  am  coming  - 
to  appear  in  thy  prefence  for  them,  therefore,  O  my 
Father,  who  art  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity, 

I  befeech  thee,  thar,  after  my  departure,  thou  wouldft 
by  thy  mighty  power,  and  for  thine  own  name's  fake, 
preferve  them  ftedfaft  in  their  faith  and  holy  profeffion, 
whom  thou  haft  appointed,  and  given  to  me  for  fpe- 


NOTES. 

*  The  word*  (ra  rjuv  ett  *ut  x*t  t%  fop*  who  were  given  to  Chrift  as  Mediator, 
ip* }  being  in  the  neuter  gender,  may  be  according  to  what  is  laid  in  the  cloic  of  the 
liiaft  properly  rendered,  all  ffciqgr  that  are  verfe,  abotirhi*  bring  glorilicd  (rr  in 

mine  artiinat*  and ibafjrtiliiii ta*e  wine:  And  the  malcutine  gender)  tlnm :  For  none  but 
thefe  are  very  high  and  ftnmg  txprefljona,  a  divide  perfrn  was  to  the  honour,  or 
too  grand  for  any  mvre  creature  too fe,  as  in-  difficulty  of  To  important  a  troll,  as  was 
timating  that  all  things  wbatlberer,  indnHye  therein  committed  to  him. 
tif  the  divine  nature,  perfeffion^  and  opera*-  f  Here,  a$  I  apprehend,  our  hlrfled  SaH- 
ikuis,  and  of  all  citatum,  are  the  common  onr  enter*  on  hi*  prayer  muft  immcdijtely 
property  of  the  Father  and  Son;  and  that  for  the  apoftles,  andfoon  to  vsr,  jj*  S,'e 
this  U  the  original  ground  of  that  peculiar  the  notes  on  tvr*  <?,  ani 
proper?  y,  wkid*  tlicy  both  have  la  the  per* 


4&Z 


lftr  Vhilel  was 

«uh  them  in  the 

world  I  kept  them 
ittdiy  name:  thofc 

that  tboa  gaveft 

me  I  have  kept, 
■nil  none  of  them 
ii  foil,  but  the 
Jim  of  perdition  t 
that  the  iaipturt 
might  be  fulfil* 
WL 


13  And  now 
cone  1  to  thee, 
and  theft  thing*  1 
fpeak  inthe  world  , 
that  they'  might 
have  my  joy  fuuil- 
kd  Id  thcaijflvc*. 


t4 1  have  given 
them  thy  word  ; 
and  the  world 
hath  hated  them, 
beeaufe  they  are 
no*  of  the  world} 
events  lam  not  of 

the  world. 


The  Evangtlifi  Josh  paraphrased.  Ch.  xvii. 

Ciil  fervice,  as  my  witnefles  and  chief  miniftefs  in  my 
kingdom*  that  they  may  be  entirely  united  in  heart  and 
affc&ton*  teftimony*  intcreAs*  and  dciigns,  as  we  are 
in  ours. 

iz  H  WhilH  l  have  been  perfimally  conrerfant  with 
them  in  the  world*  1  have,  according  to  thy  commiflton* 
them  from  .apoftacy*  by  my  doctrine  and  example* 
and  by  my  powerful  influence  upon  tbeir  mmds  and 
beam :  I  base  lb  faithfully  watched  over*  dtabHfbed 
and  preferred  them*  whom  thou  gaveft  me  for ■  the  a- 
paflklhip*  that  pot  one  of  them  has  mi  (carried  *  ex¬ 
cept  the  perfidious  Judas  who  bas  forfaken  me*  and  js 
gone  to  betray  me  to  death  ;  and  who  has  deferred,  and 
brought  deftrudion  upon  himfelf*  under  divine  pennif- 
fion*  in.  accomplilhment  of  antient  predictions  of  his 
treachery  and  ruin*  PfaL  xii,  9.  and  cix.  8*  <bc. 

1 3  <t  But  (*')  now  I  am  coming  to  be  glorified  with 
.thee  in  heaven  *  and  as  my  apofUes  will  no  longer  en¬ 
joy  the  benefit  of  my  company*  to  guide*  protect  and 
comfort  them*  I  make  this  addr els  to  thee  in  their  fa¬ 
vour*  and  in  their  hearing*  whilA  I  am  with  them  in 
this  lower  world*  that  they  may  rejoice  in  hope*  accor¬ 
ding  to  my  promile,  of  thy  pieferving*  teaching,  and 
comforting  them  by  thy  Spirit  in  my  abfence,  and  that 
their  joy  may  he  more  abundant*  tban  they  ever  found 
in  my  perfonal  prefence  with  them. 

1 4  «  1  hare  given  them  an  underftanding  of*  and  a 

conuniffion  to  preach  thy  gofpd  *  and  the  men  of  this 
world,  whole  hearts  are  carnal  and  unbelieving*  are  full 
of  enmity*  rage  and  violence  againft  them*  hecaufe 
their  principles*  tempers  and  views  are  utterly  difagree- 
able  to  the  fentiments*  lulls  and  interefls  of  natural  and 
worldly  minded  men*  even  as  I  royfelf,  and  the  doc¬ 
trines  I  have,  preached,  are  contrary  to  their  corrupt 
*  ■  ’  "  15  How- 

T  E. 

being  none  of  that  number.  But,  taking 
this  part  of  Cbrift's  prayer,  from  the  titii 
to  the  ip;h  vtrfe*  to  have  *n  immediate  re¬ 
ference  to  the  ape  (Mrs  as  fdcht  (fee  the  notes 
on  ver*  tf,  and  io.)  that  panicle  bat  is  to  he 
co ci tittered  In  the  exceptive  fcuft,  accordino 
V>  the  Paraph rafe,  having  been  one  of 

their  number,  who  were  diofen  to  the  apo~ 
{Heffrip,  though  our  Lord  knew  from  the 
beginning,  th»  he  would  betray  him,  (efrep. 
vi.  64.)  and  what  Chrifl  here  Ays,  abna 
none  of  the  other  apotiLes  being  lorf,  H  men¬ 
tioned  with  a  dire  ft  reference  to  them  in  the 

tirxt  chapter,  (v/r,  8,  p.)  when  he 
his  enemirt  to  Ut  them  «  ti*ir  v. *ajr  that  /■> 

'Jt  vthtth  Ar  feiike.  Of 


judgment  and  tafle. 

N  O 

*  If,  as  fame  fuppofr,  our  Lord  in  theft 
terfa,  at  well  a*  in  the  former  pari  of  hi* 
prayer,  intended  the  cieff  and  called,  whom 
the  Father  gave  him,  that  he  might  give 
eternal  life  to  them ;  when  be  fay*  that 
ef  fam  h  A[//,  h$  tb<  fin  cf  pmfifaw,  the 
panicle  («r  /»}  bait  i$  to  be  undcrAood  here, 
not  in  the  exceptive!  but  adverfttlve  ftufe, 

Kitjl  often  ufed,  particularly  in  G&L  1,  7. 
sud  n.  1 6*  and  Mrv.  1**  4.  and  xiL  iy.  For 
of  all,  whom  the  Father  m  this  nfptd  had 
given  him,  be  iays,  Jt  was  his  Father's  will, 
that  he  fhould  loft  nothing,  and  that  he  would 
raift  every  one  of  them  .at  the  laft  day,  {trap, 
vi*  401)  And  Jo  the  feoteoF  thU  piflage 
will  be,  Woocof  (hem,  whom  thou  hail  fefi&g  might  fntfi!t37  which  he  fink*  Oj 
ven  me,  that  I  might  give  them  eternal  life,  t  bsvti*}  =sxr* 

It  loft }  but  the  fou  Ql  perdition  is  loil,  he  ’ 


Ch.  xviL 


Tbs  Evangslyi  Joan  farafhraftd. 


463 


1,1  I  p ray  not 
that  thou  tfxmld* 
cCl  take  them  out 
of  the  world,  hat 
that  thou  (hau)d- 
rfl  keep  them 
from  the  evil. 


ifTheyucnoc 
of  the  world,  wn 
as  f  am  not  of  the 

world* 


jySintttfythem 

tliro*  thy  truth  ; 
thy  word  U  truth. 


t8  Asihotihaft 
k  nt  me  into  t  he' 
wor!dt  ereo  fo 
huve  l  alio  fent 
them  into  the 
world. 


ip  Afld  for 
their  fake*  X  fa  Ae¬ 
rify  myfelf,  that 
they  alio  might  he 

fenftifiaj  through 
the  troth. 


10  Neither  pray 


15  “  However,  my  Jefuc  is  not  that  thou  would  ft  im¬ 
mediately  rid  my  difciple*  of  all  tbeir  troubles,  by  ta¬ 
king  them  from  earth  to  heaven,  or  that  thou  would!! 
deprive  this  lower  world  of  fo  great  a  bl  effing,  as  their 
holy  lives  and  mmiftratiotu ;  but  that  thou  wouldft  Tup- 
port  them  under,  fanSify  to  them,  and  carry  them 
through  the  cruel  perfections  they  may  meet  with,  till 
they  have  finished  their  teftimony ;  as  alfo  from  the  ini¬ 
quity  and  error  io  which  the  world  lyes,  and  from 
that  evil  one,  the  devil,  (*»  ™  iww*)  that  none  of  his 
temptations  may  ever  prevail  again  ft  them* 

16  u  They  are  already  of  fuch  a  religious  fpirit  and 
difpofition,  and  engaged  in  fucb  an  excellent  work  and 
caufe,  as  is  dire&ly  contrary  to  the  liking  of  the  gene* 
rality  of  this  world,  even  as  1  myfelf,  to'  whom  they 
are  herein  conformed,  have  been  before  them. 

17  “  Let  this  holy  temper  be  maintained,  cultivated 
and  increafed  in  them,  by  means  of  thy  word ;  and 
(*ra*« »)*  confecrate  them,  by  the  anointing  of  thy  Spi¬ 
rit  to  their  office,  and  for  tby  fervice,  («» **)  in 
propagating  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  which  they  are, 
and  (hall  be  further  inftrufted  in  :  For  thy  word,  in 
the  faith,  profeffion  and  preaching  of  which  1  deft  re 
they  may  be  preferved,  is  infallible  and  important  truth. 

18  “  Accordingly,,  as  thou  haft  fent  me  into  the  world, 
with  a  com  million  to  preach  the  ever  la  fling  gofpel  to 
mankind :  So  I  have  fent  them  with  authority,  as  my 
amhaftadore,  to  go  on  with  the  fame  work,  wherever 
Providence  may  call  their  lot  on  earth,  after  my  depar¬ 
ture  from  it. 

19  <(  And  one  great  rcafon  for  which  I  have  devot¬ 
ed  myfelf  to  the  mediatorial  office,  and  am  going  to  be 
further  coofccrated  to  it,  by  offering  up  myfelf  (vr? 

in  their  Head,  is,  that  they  by  the  merit  of  my 
death,  and  in  conference  of  it,  may  have  a  fupply  of 
the  Spirit  to  fanflify  them  throughout,  by  means  of  the 
gofpel  of  truth,  and  to  confecrate  and  qualify  them  for, 
and  aflift  and  fucceed  them  in  preaching  it. 

20  Not  thatl  pray  only  (*•?  •  *■«"»)  for  theft  ■(■  myapofllw; 

NOT  E  S.  kut 


#  As  (apraffrt)  to  frequently  fig-, 

nifiw  to  confecnre*  of  £a  apart  lo  office;  and 
rite  priefb  were  fee  apart  for  the  ferWcc  of 
(W,  by  femfim  offered  for  fin*  and  iiy  an 
holy  anointing  (Exod*  xx3x»  j,  14^  11. 

:«x*  30,)';  and  as  our  Lord*  ipcaktng  of  hi* 
cu  n  confccration  to  office;  by  the  femfke  of 
Mmfilf,  ( wr.  )  fiiyj,  for  theirfoket  I  fane- 
ilfo  myfolf;  it  is  natural  to  take  in,  at  leaft* 
the  tiotitm  of  confccration  to  office*  by  the 
;m of  the  Spirit,  when  he  fpeaks  of 
fanftifyjnjr  the  ipoftlcs  In  both  theft  wrfts  i 
J  have  -pvea  it  t!*c  turn  ih«  re¬ 


lates  to  real  holineft,  that  rhe  reader  may 
take  it  in  the  ioile  which  pleafts  him  licA, 
f  Here  our  Lord  pa  ties  from  that  part  of 
hii  prayer,  which  more  Immediately  and  dh* 
reftly  tdattd  to  rite  apnftVwS,  by  uGn^  the 
fame  dlftia&fre  pronoun  t  rm*  the  genitive 
Cafe  of  wf«)  ^  as  Iw  began  with,  (rr. 
11.  fee  the  note  on  vtrt  6 ,)  which  to  me  ii 
a  plain  kry  for  nnderft&fidinK  all  the  m;cr. 
mediate  verics,  as  having  a  peculiar  referenct; 
to  them,  who  arc  evidently  fpoken  of  in  this 
vtrfc  as  the  pcrfor.s .  thnx^h  ivbdb  wurd 

Others  IbouU  bcliqrrc  in  him* 


4*54 

1  for  theft  alone* 

but  for  them  aJ  lb 
wbrb  lb  til  be* 
Sieve  on  me  thro* 
their  word : 

it  That  they 

all  may  be  one*  as 

thou,  Father,  art 
in  me,  tod  I  in 
tbee;  that  they  al¬ 
io  may  be  one  in 
&$:  that  the  world 
isay  believe  that 
thonhtf  to t  me. 


The 


Ch.  xr!i. 


ax  And  the  glo¬ 
ry  which  thou  ga¬ 
ve  Ct  me  lh«cri- 
veo  them  ;  that 
they  may  he  one, 
even  as  vre  arcane; 


*3  I  io  them, 
and  chon  3n  me, 
that  they  may  be 
made  perfeft  in 
one,  and  that  the 
world  may  know 
that  thou  haft 
lent  me,  tod  halt 
loved  them  uthou 
had  Loved  roe* 


but  like  wife  for  all  tbofe*  who  I  know  {hall  henceforth  * 
in  this  and  fucceeding  generations,  be  brought  to  fa- 
Ting  faith  in  me,  by  means  of  their  publication  of  the 

gofpeL 

a  i  **  My  great  petition  is  %  that  the  w  h  ole  number  of 
believers  now,  and  in  after  ages,  may  be  joined  toge¬ 
ther  as  one  body,  in  faith  and  love,  worfliip  and  obedi¬ 
ence,  by  one  fpirit,  in  as  near  a  refemblance  as  poflibU 
of  that  infeparable  union,  which  thou,  O  Father,  and 
I  have  together  by  our  mutual  in-being;  that  they  alio, 
in  their  mcafurc  and  proportion,  may  be  united  to  us ; 
to  the  end  that  others,  of  all  nations,  feeing  its  power¬ 
ful  eflc&s  on  them,  may  be  induced  to  believe  in  me, 

as  tbe  true  Mefliah. 

3 a  And,  in  purfutt  of  this  great  deiign,  1  have  gi¬ 
ven  them  an  iotereft,  and  fort  of  pannerfliip  in  the  glo¬ 
ry  which  thou  baft  given  me,  as  tbeir  head,  represen¬ 
tative  and,  truflee,  that  it  may  reflect  a  luftre  upon 
them,  and  make  them  heirs  of  thee,  and  joint- heirs 
with  myfelf,  as  thy  children,  and  as  members  of  my 
myftieal  body,  who  are  made  partakers  of  my  Spiral 
and  ftiall  at  length  be  glorified  with  me,  (Rant.  viii. 
17.)  j  that  Go  they  may  be  united,  in  the  mod  beneficial 
and  honourable  manner,  to  me  and  one  another,  in  re¬ 
semblance  of  that  infinitely  higher  union,  which  is  be¬ 
tween  thee  and  me.  , 

'  ■ 

33  “  In  order  to  their  being  thus  united  tome,  and  to 
thee  through  me,  and  fo  to  one  another,  I  will  dwell 
in  them  hy  my  Spirit,  according  to  the  msafure  of  my 
gift  to  them ,  (Epb.  iv.  7.}  as  thou  dwelled  in  me  by 
the  fame  Spirit,  which  than  baft  given,  not  hy  mcafure , 
to  me,  (John  tit-  34-)  that  they,  being  joined  to  me,  may 
■he  one  Spirit ,  (1  Cor .  vi.  17.)  and  may  attain  to  the 
mod  perfect  union  they  are  capable  of  in  one  body 
under  me  as  tbeir  Head  ;  and  that,  by  means  hereof, 
Gentiles  as  well  as  Jems,  may  be  fully  fatisfied,  that  I 
am  the  Chrift,  whom  thou  haft  fent  into  the  world  for 
the  redemption  of  my  body  the  church,  and  that  thou 
haft  a  peculiar,  affectionate  and  complacential  love  to 
them  for  my  fake,  and  in  refemhlance  of  the  fupremc 

IntfJ 


NOTE. 

the  tmioo,  the  glory,  and  the  love,  fpoken 
of  in  this  and  the  two  following  verier,  an 
to  be  confidercd  in  a  wiy  «f  fimiiitude,  ^ 


1  A>  this  part  of  the  prayer,  till  we  come 
to  vrr-  lit  relates  *0  all  that  fbould  believe, 
as  well  as  to  the  apoftltt,  and  thofe  who  had 
already  believed;  l  apprehend  that  what  ii 
faU  (vfr.  ii.)  is  not  to  be  referred  to  the 
glory  which  was  given  to  the  apoflfes  in 
their  working  miracles,  nor  to  any  thing  that 
wu  iicculiir  to  them  ;  hut  it  i>  to  be  ektcq ti¬ 
ed  to  the  benefits  which  all  believers  etc 

piLtakeia  qf  in  com motx  with  ttcau  JJat 


not  of  faroeneft*  or  equaJity  with  the  unK-r 
of  the  Father  ami  Son,  and  with  the 
that  ii  given  to  Chiiil,  and  the  love  that  iiu 
Father  ha*  to  biro :  For  thcle  things  cjaiw*5 
be  bid  of  them  in  die  lltmc  Jcuft  a*  tlin 
are  of  Chrift,  unleft  they  were  to  ^  Jcifit  i 
sad  boar  ;bt  office  of  Keditt&s.- 


Ch.  svU. 


Tbs  EvaagsVfi  Johw  fnraphra/cdi . 


lave,  which  thou  beared  to  me,  as  their  head  and  me¬ 
diator,  and  as  thine  eternal  Suit,  partaker  of  the  fame 
nature  and  perfections  with  thy  felt*. 

*4  Fid**,  i  24  **  The  upftiot,  O  myFathec,  of  my  will  and  plea- 
willihviiiey  alfo  fure,  which  I  infift  on  as  matter  of  right,  according  to 

^^Towbe  Ihh  m7  P“rchafc  "«*  thy  agree  mem,  is,  that  all  whom  thou 
me  where  lam;  haft  given  me,  that  I  might  give  eternal  life  to  them, 

huUth|n  "V*  (ver-  **)  may  not  only  ftand  in  the  neared  relation  to 
which ^hoo  baj  ^ee,  »“d  be  the  objects  of  thy  peculiar  love  and  care 
given  me :  for  is  this  world $  hut  that,  indue  time,  they  may  be  alfo  ad- 

before'the  f  **  m*t,e^  *ttt0  mY  immediate  prefence  in  heaven,  where 
(hi ton  ^  I  already  am  in-my  divine  nature, -and  for  ever  lhall  be 
world.  in  my  entire  perfon  j  and  that  there  they  may  have  an 

appropriating,  beatific,  and  transforming  vifion  of  the 
glory  which  thou  baft  conferred  on  me,  as  their  head 
and  representative,  becaufe  (*»■«)  from  all  eternity  them 
had  ft  an  infinite  delight  in  me,  not  only  as  thy  Serf, 
but  as  their  furety,  who  engaged  to  glorify  thee  in  their, 
falvation. 


1  $  O  ri gtitcofls 

Fiiher,  tht  world 
hdth  oot  known 
thee;  but  \  have 
kbowu  thee,  ux) 
thefchavcXnown 
that  thou  haftfcot 
me. 


25  u  Ta  thee  therefore  I  apply  for  all  thefe  things,  aj 

a  righteous  Father,  who  not  only  loved  nrtc,  and  then! 

in  me;  but  wilt  like  wife  be  juft  and  faithful  to  me,  and 
to  them  on  my  account,  who  have  purchafed  what  I  afk 
for  them,  and  have  piomifed  to  receive  them  to  mjTdf-* 
(chap*  3*)  As  for  the  un  re  gene  rite  world,  which 

lyes  in  wickednefs,  they  are  ip  no  rant  of,  and  have  re¬ 
jected  thee  and  thy  counfeU;  but  1  am  thoroughly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  thy  nature,  perfections  and  will,"  ami 
(*rw)  thefe,  *  my  spoftles,  have  known  and  received  me* 
as  the  true  Mefliati,  whom  thou  baft  lent  to  bi  ing  fai- 
vation  to  IfratL 


)6Andlb*vedc-  26  u  And  as  I  have  fulfilled  my  com rmfljo*rf  in  deli* 
cUnd  wnco  them  Turing  thofe  parts  of  thy  mind  and  will  to  them  which 

d«l  trclh  that  the  *  was  10  0n  *»nh,  and  in  fittingly  enlightening 

w  wherewitk  therfl  in  the  knowledge  of  thyfelf ;  I  will,  after  my  rc- 
bait  hived  reft  ion,  (till  more  dearly  and  fully  make  known  thy 

thcni  "and  I  Id  glorious  name  to  them,  by  perfenal  conversation  before 
them,  —  I  go  to  heaven,  and  afterwards  by  the  effufion  of  my 

Spirit  from  thence*  that  the  infinite  love,  which  thou 
haft  eternally  bore  to  me,  may  extend  itfelf  to  them, 
and  manifeft  itfelf  in  them,  to  their  exceeding  joy;  and 
that  I  may  dwell  in  their  hearts  by  faith,  till  they*  a* 
,  .  .  well  as  all.  that  thou  haft  given  me;  arrive  at  an  cuttle  fa 
enjoyment  of  that  perfeftion  of  bleflednefs,  which,  iu 
thy  diftinguifhjng  love,  thou  defig neft  for  them/* 


NOTE* 

*Herr>  as  appear*  by  tke  particle  (*1^}  turns  a 

faff*  and  tlw  fubjtft  matter,  due  Jiord  ve-  flics 

Vik*  LL  t  C  g 


in  to  fpeah  paftlcntarly  of  the  apo- 
w  die  notes  *in  ver*  6t  W  id, 

R  E  C  O  I*- 


466 


Tie  EvangeSft  John  paraphrased. 


Cb»  zvli!. 


iim  imu  pitcui 

the  higheft  prefi 
he  fpeak  of  the 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

■  i 

With  what  folrmnity  is  God  addreifcd,  when  eyes  and  hearts  are  lifted  op  to¬ 
ward  heaven  l  Hut  how  different  is  the  mediatorial  intercept  on  of  our  Lord  from 
the  humble  fupplications  Jtnd  prayers  that  he  offered  merely  as  mo  upon  earth  I 
He  not  m\y  avouched  Ms  office  character,  and  his  fisltftfulnefi  in  diftharging  it, 

freedom  and  confidence  in  his  claims 
tiption  in  any  but  a  divine  per* 
father’s  glprifying  him,  and  of 
his  gtorifyiug  the  Father ;  of  the  power  he  has  over  all  fl  eft  to  give  eternal  life; 
ard  of  the  knowledge  of  himfdf,  together  with  the  Father,  as  uecefiary  to  the 
cnjo>  ment  of  it !  And  with  what  majefty  does  he  remind  bb  Father  of  his  own 
eternal  exifteace  and  glory,  and  of  hie  communion  in  property  with  him,  in  eve¬ 
ry  thing  that  belongs  to  him  1  How  did  he  iufift  on  hi*  having  come  from-  him 
into  our  nature  and  world,  and  on  fjis  returning  in  that  nature  to  heaven,  to  be 
glorified  with  Min'!  And  with  what  affurancc  does  he  plead  the  Fathers  in* 
finite  love  to  him,  and  to  bis  people  in  him,  and  the  merit  of  hts  obedience 
and  fecrifioe,  whereby  he  glorified  him  on  earth,  aoifimftedtbe  work  which 
he  gave  him  to  do  1  And  what  a  claim  of  right  did  he  thereupon  make,  nor 
only  that  he  himfdf  might  be  glorified,  but  that  all,  whom  his  righteous  Fa* 
tfier  had  givfr  him,  mi^ht  like  wife  be  with  Mm,  and  made  completely  hap* 
py  In  the  viiioti  and  enjoyment- of  him  in  all  his  glory  t  And  O  what  an  af- 
fedionate  love  and  care  have  be  and  bis  Father  to  the  deel  and  called  I 
How  nearly  are  theft  united  ii*  one  body,  by  his  Spirits  and  by  (aitir  and 
]qvc  to  one  another*  to  himfdf  as  their  Headland  to  the  Fattier  through 
him  !  And  what  dignity  and  glory  has  he  put  upon  them,  as  heirs  of  God? 
and  joint  heirs  with  Mrafetf  1  None  of  them  fhall  ever  nriftarry,  apuftatife 
and  hr  loil ;  they  {hall  be  kept  from  the  power  of  fiw  and  Satan,  and  of  this 
prefer t  evil  world;  ,  they  ftall  be  enlightened,  &n£b*&ed  and  faved*  while  the 
reft  of  Mankind,  and  even  thofe  who  were  appointed  to,  and  employed  in 
bm  fervirt  ,  but  were  no  otherwife  given  to  Chrift?  are  juftly  left  to  perifh 
for,  and  in  their  own  iniquity,  as  forts  of  perdition*— Faith  comes  by  hear* 
ing  the  gofpcl,  through  which  many  {hall  believe  and  be  fanfiificd,  is 
infallible  and  important  !  truths  it  is  the  revelationr  which  the  great  Mediator 
has  made  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God?  ajid  committed  to  the  apoftlcs, 
whom  he  fent  with  full  authority  and  mftrtuftions  to  publilh  it,  by  preach* 
ing  and  writing,  for  the  good  of  the  church  fn  a U  ages.  How  fectirdy  then  may 
we  depend  upon  this  word  of  truth  i  And  what' HHTea  effects  may  we  hope  for 
from  it*  through  the  mtenceffiou  of  Chrift,  and  his  gracious  influence I  And 
when  the  defigna  of  God7 s  Jove,  and  df  the  Saviour's  .death?  ftall  be  fully  ac- 
ciunplifhed,  according  to  his  word,  what  a  tranfporlmg*  and  transforming  view 
will_  believers  have  of  their  Head  in  all  his  glory*  as  God- man  Mediator;  and 
how  gltfrioite  will  they  be  in  his  prcfeocc  for  ever ! 


± 


CHAP.  xvur. 

1  - 

Chrift  *s  betrayed  by  Judas,  and  apprehended  in  the  garden,  I, — 12* 

.  It  examined,  and  ahufed  in  the  court  of  the  higk-prieft,  and  denied ' 

by  Peter,  13,— 27'  ■dad  it  projecuted  btfott  Pilale,  vibo  examined 
lm,  *8,-40. 


W«EN 

theft  wotAs  he  be  W 

w*ot 


Paraphrase. 


Cedren, 


1 


Cfa.xniu 

went  Jonh  with 
hu  dltoplc*  over 
the  brook  Gabon, 
vbtrt  ui  ft  gar- 
den  ,  Into  die 
which  be  entered 
ladhii  dlfiipto* 


Tba  £(*(£*$/?  Joint  parapbrafid. 


46? 


*  And  Judas  si* 

ft,  which  betray’* 
«4  him,  knew  the 
place  ;  for  Jefus 
oftaimea  reflated 
thither  with  his 
difrinlft 

I  Jodu  then 
having  received  a 
hood  0/  au-a,  and 
officer*  from  the 
chkf  pridU  and 

FWi&tt,tomeih 
dither  with  Ian* 

terns, and  torch**, 

and  weapon*. 


4  Jefiw  there* 
fore*  Knowing  all 
things  that  Amid 
come  upon  Mm, 
went  forth,  and 
fald  uoto  them , 
'Whom  6etk.  ye  ? 


j  They  anTwep* 
cd  him,  Jifosof 
Naurcth*  Jefu*. 
ftjth  Culp  them, 
lam  hr.  Aod£o* 


Ctdrca  *t  to  a  garden  in  Gethjmcme \  {Mattb.  sxvi.  36.}; 
into  which  he  entred  with  them,  that  he  might  man  if  eft 
his  own  willingnds  to  fuffer  and  die  at  the  time,  and  for 
the  glorious  porpofee  which  he  knew  were  appointed  of 
the  rather :  By  this  means,  as  tbc  firft  Adam's  fin  was 
committed,  and  the  firft  promifeofaRedefraer  was  gi¬ 
ven,  fo  the  principal  part  of  the  fecond  Adam's  atoning 
fuffe rings  began  in  a  garden. 

2  And  this  was  a  place,  which  Judatt  who  was  gone 
to  betray  him,  {chap.  xiii.  30.)  was  well  acquainted 
with,  and  thought  to  be  the  moll  likely  for  finding  him : 
For  it  had  been  cuftomary  with  our  Lord,  during  the 
time  of  the  feaft  at  JerufaUm,  to  retire  thither  with  his 
difeiptes  at  night  for  private  devotion. 

3  Judas  therefore  (**)  taking  with  him  a  faddy  ofTfco- 
man  foldiers,  together  with  officers  and  fervants  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  fanbedrim,  conduced  them  to  the  garden  | 
fome  of  them  carrying  lanthoms  and  torches,  to  fearch 
for  Jefus,  and  others  of  them  being  armed  with  fworda 
and  ftaves,  to  apprehend  and  fectire  him  ;  fome  of  the 
chief  priefts,  captains  of  the  temple,  and  ciders  like  wife 
went  with  them,  (fee  the  notes  on  Lukt  xxii.  52.) ;  and 
fo  /rwraud  GtntUts  united  again II  him,  who  came  to 
reconcile  both  to  God  in  one  body  by  his  crofs.  (Bph. 
ii.  16.) 

4  Then  (*")  Jefus  knowing  in  himfelf  the  defign  of 
their  marching  thither,  and  that  the  Cet  time  for  his  laft 
fufferings  was  fully  come,  took  no  care  to  sbfoond,  ot  get 
away  from  them,  as  he  did  from  the  people  at  one  time, 
when  they  would  have  him  made  a  king,  {chap.  vi.  1  c. \ 
and  at  another,  when  they  would  have  laid  violent  hands 
upon  him  before  his  work  was  done :  (ebap.  viii.  59.) 
But  he,  of  his  own  accord,  advanced  toward  them,  and 
with  an  entire  calmnefs  of  fpirit  faid  to  fome  of  them. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this  company's  appearing 
here,  in  fuch  a  manner,  at  this  time  of  mght  i  Whoa 
are  ye  come  to  look  for? 

5  They  boldly  anfwered,  We  are  come  to  fearch  for 
Jefus  of  ffaZaretb.  Our  Lord  replied,  Te  need  not 
go  far  to  feck  him }  for  I  am  hei  But  what  occafion  u 
there  to  come  out  in  this  boftile  manner  again  ft  me,  as 
if  I  were  a  thief,  or  fome  defperate  villain,  who  would 
oppofe  force  to  force ;  fince  I  have  often  appearedpub- 

licly 

T  H. 

30;  and  thm^ftems  tv  Sc  a  reference  to  our 


•  NO 

*  no  oft  the  oft* fide  of 

bciweto  that  city,  *nd  rbo  mount  of  fewi, 
ud  vu  the  brook,  wbfch  a  type  of 

Chrifi,  mu  over  with  the  pgopte  votplog, 
ttbi 1  ilijbt  Am  »  toa.  iv.  *j. 


Lord**  palling  over  U,  \n  a  prophtcy  of  tha 
Mdtiah*s  rujKnng*,  (PfiJ*  cx*  7  )  when  ft 
U  bid,  tbit  bo  tool*  ^rtaA  tot  iron*  «■ 


Oy  » 
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dasalfo  which  be* 
t  rayed  him  flood 
wish  them* 


6  A*fbnn  then 
ftt  he  had  laid  nn* 
Cb  tlicm,  T  am  if, 
they  went  hack- 
ward,  and  fell  IO 

the  ground', 

f 


.  -7  Then  afkcd 
he  them  again  , 
Whom  feck  ye  ? 
And  they  laid,  Jc- 

fut  of  Nanmh. 


Jicly  and  peaceably  in  the  temple*  and  ye  might  cafily 
have  found  me  there*  if  ye  were  minded  to  apprehend 
me:  (Li/i*  «ii.  5a*  53.)  And  Jvdas%  who  betrayed 
him  into  their  hand*,  was  at  the  fame  time  (landing  a- 
mong  them. 

6*No  fooner  had  Jefus  ottered  tbefe-  words*  I  am  St3 
but  fuch  divine  power  and  majefty  attended  them,  that 
they*  who  came  to  apprehend  him*  were  ftruck  with 
the  utmoft  concern  at  ion  and  terror  ;  and  immediately* 
retiring  backwards,  fell  down  to  the  ground*  like  men 
that  had  no  fpirit  left  in  them  :  He  thereby  (hewing, 
that  he  could  as  cafily  bave  ftrock  them  dead*  as  (truck 
them  down  to  the  ground \  and  that*  bad  he  not  been 
free  to  fuffer,  they  conid  have  done  nothing  again  ft  him. 

7  Then  Jefus,  in  Head  of  taking1  that  opportunity  to 
make  his  efcape,  faid  to  them  a  fecondume*  they  being 
in  fome  mcafure  recovered  from  their  fright*  Who  is  it* 
that  ye  fay  ye  are  come  to  feck  after  ?  Thereby  putting 
it  to  them,  whether,  after  finch  an  awful  repulfe*  they 
durlt  ft  ill  perfill  in  their  defig  n  again  ft  him,  But  (*)  To 
hardn^d  were  they  in  their  wickednefs,  that*  in  (lead  of 
being  afraid  of  meddling  any  farther*  they  with  a  daring 
refolutkm  anfwered,  as  before,  It  is  Jefus  of  Nazareth^ 
that  we  are  come  for* 


a  Jribt  anfaer- 

I  have  toldyou 
(Kit  T  am  Ar.  If 
therefore  )t  /«k 
tic ,  let  thefc  go 
their  way  : 


9  That  thrftx*- 
irig  might  he  ful¬ 
filled  ,  whkh  he 
ftfrke,  Or  them 
which  then-  haft 
civfcn  me,  have  l 
tcifl  daftc. 


roThcn  Simon 
Pcfer  having  a 
drew  it, and 
the  hijrh- 
pficiVs  ftrvant  , 
aMcut'nffTtijrijrhf 
ear.  TbrferviM^ 
Tii  r  e  was  Md- 
cBuv 


1 1  Tlren  faid 

JdM  UDtO  Pdtrr> 

J?« 


8  Jefufi  replied*  with  the  lame  mildoefs  and  compo- 
fure  as  at  fir  ft*  1  have  already  rdd  you  that  I  am  he; 
If  therefore  ye  are  coming  to  take  me,  I  am  ready  to  re- 
fign  myfelf  into  your  hands  ;  only  1  infill  upon  it,  that 
ye  offer  no  violence  to  tbefe.  my  friends  and  followers, 
that  are  with  me*. bat  let  them  go  free. 

9  And  he  put  in  this  kind  word,  backing  it  with 
power,  for  their  prefervation,  that  his  own  declaration 
might  be  made  good  to  the  lad,  wherein,  with  a  pecu¬ 
liar  reference  to  them,  he  had  juft  before  faid,  Theft  that 
•thou  gaveft  me,  for  the  apoftleihip,  1  have  kept,  and 
none  of  thfat  it  lofty  hut  the  Jan  of  perdition,  (See  the 
note  on  chap,  xvii.  12.) 

*&  Upon  this  .the  foldiers  took  him  into  cuftody,. 
(Mat,  xxvi.  jo. ) ;  and  Simon,  who  was  firnamed  Peter , 
feeing  him  in  their  hands,  and  having  one  of  the  f words 
which  the  difciples  carried  into. the  garden,  (fee;the' 
note  on  Luke  xxii.  38.)  rathly  drew  it;  and  in  the  heat 
of  his  inconsiderate,  though  honed  zeal  for  refeuing  his 
I.ord  and  Mailer,  he,  in  (lead .  of  waiting  for  orders, 
immediately  (truck  arthe'head  of  one  Male  has,  a  do- 

mefrick  fervant  (‘f*Ka')  of  the  high-prieft,  and  cut  off 
his  right  ear, 

1 1  Then  Jefus  being  difpleafed  at  Peter' 9  intempe- 

-•  raw 


Ch.  rriii^ 


parapbrdfe 


»  Tltca  the 
lrtnd,andthe  cap¬ 
tain*  and  officers 
of  the  ]«v«,  took 
Jefuj,  and  bound 

Sum*  r 


ru  pp thyfvord  rate  and  unfeafonablc  zeal,  becaufe  that  was  no  time 

JhTmpvhich  niy  f°r  fighting*  nor  wa?  his  caufcand  kingdom  to  be  main- 
Fithcr hatb  given  tained,  or  propagated  by  force  of  arms,  faid  to  him,  in 
meihiU I ootariok  -a  way  of  tebuke,  Sheath  your  fword  again :  What  l  am- 
u  '  going  to  fuffer  is  not  for  want  of  power  to  lefeue  my* 

felf,  bot  in  obedience  to  my  Father’s  will  :  And  (halt 
I  not  freely  fubtnit  to  all  the  tribulation  and  wrath' 
that  be  has  appointed,  me  to  undergo  for  his  glory,  and, 
the  redemption  of  loft  tinners  ?  This  bitter  cup  mu  ft 
be  drank  4  I  am  ready  for  it,  and  wiii  admit  of  no  op* 
petition  to  it. 

iz  He  therefore  fo  willingly  reftgning,  the  foldiers, 
with  their  captain,  and  the  officers  of  the  Jtviifh  fan* 
hedrim,  joined  in  feizing  him,  and  having  fo 

done,  they  cruelly  bound  him,  as  if  he  had  been  the 
word  of  malefaftors  and  (laves  j  he  fubmitting  to  all  this, 
for  his  people,  that  he  might  loofe  their  bonds  of  ini¬ 
quity,  and  lay  them  under  the  high  eft  obligations  to 
himfelf,  who  was  willingly  bound  tc  fet  them  free. 

13  And  then  the  rude  company  hurried  him'  away, 
firft  of -all  to  Annas,  that  he  might  fee  how  they  had 
fee  a  red  him,  and,  being  art  experienced  old  man,  might 
give  his  advice  how  to  manage  their  procefs  again  it 
him :  For  this  Annas  was  father-in-law  of  Caiaphas  the 
high-prieft  of  that  year.  (See  the  note  on  Luke  iii.  2.) 

14  After  this,  they  carried  him,  (till  bound,  to 
C<tiaphas  Himfelf,  (ver,  24.)  at  whofehbufc,  though  « 
was  fo  very  late,  the  great  council  were  met,  waiting 
for  him  to  be  brought  before  them,  that  they  might  tic 
in  judgment  upon  him,  (Mattb.  sxvi.  57.) ;  and  (J*) 
this  Caiaphas  was  the  man,  who,  in  a  former  debate, 
(hewed  fuch  an  inveteracy  again  ft  Chrift,  as  to  advife 
the  putting  him  to  death  stall  adventures,  that  their 
station-  might  not  be  expofed  to  the  jealoufy  and  rage  of 
the  Romans.  {Chap.  xi.  49,  SO.) 

15  Now  (*>)  while  Jefus  was  thus  haraflid,  and  led 
about  from  place  to  place,  like  a  malefactor  in  bonds  ; 
Simon  Peter  recovering  a  little  from  his  firft  fright,  in 
which  he  ran  away  with  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  fol¬ 
lowed  him  at  a  dilUnce  with  an  heart  full  of  fear  and 
concern  about  the  event  i  and  fo  did  *  another  of  his 

difclpleS, 


t  j  An4  led  him 
away  to  Annas 
firft,  {for  he  was 
btber-indaw  to 

Cauphas,  which 

watthe  high  prieft 

that  feme  year.) 

14  Now  Cab* 
phaiwasbc  which 

){jtc  coonfei  to 
tiic  Jen*,  chat  it 
vtfecpsiitnt  that 
one  manihould  ilie 
iw  the  people. 


15  Ami  5:mon 
Peicrfollo*rtl]fr 
fas,  und  fv  til  a- 
nother  ddciple* 
i  iut  dlfdpk  wss 
known 


H  0 

*  Wlio  this  other  dHHplc  wast  it  uneer- 
hiSn.  ^  ^ix<  not  item  to  have  been  JflAn ; 
(or  he  wft*  «  CnhUtWy  as  well  a®  ft/it,  *wi 
was  an  unlikely  peribo  to  t>c  uquaiutod  with 
the  high  orkfl,  cimfklerio^  that  he  had  b^n 
■onl^  a  and  had  carried  on  his 

uadc  ta  Gjhic?:  Hue  this  dlfciptc  wo  pro* 


T  E. 

habiy  a  perion  of  (i^ttre,  who  lived  in  Jvru- 
jfr.Vw*  and  was  one  of  them  that  believed  in 
Jtftis,  but  bad  not  made  an  open  prnfcflion 
uf  him;  and  fbpe  have  ccinjoftured  Hint  it 
uu*  either  iVtWewr4«t  or  of  AnntA- 

ihca7  nr  the  perion  at  whoU1  hero  lie  Chrjll 
bad  latdy  vac  die  palJuvtfr  hi* 


4f* 

hrowi)  ODtO  tkf 
Jiigh  pneft*  ind 
went  in  with  Jc- 
fnMniothc  palw 
of  the  high  pmft. 

id  Put  Petr 
Apod  at  tire  d** 

ttlhaat.  Then 
wttitrrtit  that  who' 
44&ple,wbkbwu 
knouiT)  uoto  the 

high  ptieft  t  and 
i> ake  unto  her 
that  kcptl  be  dour, 
ud  brought  id 
peter. 

if  TbAn  faith 
the  dam  ft  i  that 
kept  t  he  door  *  a* 
to  Peter,  Act  not 
thou  «lb  ant  of 
thu  man1*  diin* 
plea  ?  He  (nth,  I 
Am  not* 

iS  And  thefer* 
ranu  and  officer* 
flood  there,  who 
bad  made  i  fire  of 
cwli,  (for  k  vat 
cold*)  and  they 
warmed  I  hem  - 
fchrt  i  and  Peter 
Apod  with  them* 
tod  warmed  him- 

fclf. 

ip  The  high 
ptieft  ikea  alkcd 
Jefus  of  hu  diiei* 

pfc**  and  of  lies 
doOxioc, 


ttt  EvaagtB/t  John  porophro/inL 


Ch.  xviii. 


lojcfit*  infra* 
«fibin»,  Uptake  ©- 
puty  tothe  world; 

I  ever 


ditciplcs,  who  being  acquainted  with  the  higb-prieft, 
and  not  known  to  be  a  difciple,  ventured  to  accompa¬ 
ny  Jefus  into  the  hall,  where  the  coondi  were  aflem- 

bled. 

1 6  But  Peter  being  a  noted  follower  of  Jefus,  and 
having  no  intereft  at  court,  was  more  cautious,  and 
lo  flood  feme  time  without  the  door,  waiting  for  ao  op¬ 
portunity  to  get  in,  which  bring  known  to  that  other 
difciple,  who  had  an  acquaintance  with  the  high-pridl, 
he  went,  and,  fpeaking.  to  the  young  woman  that  kept 

the  door,  procured  entrance  for  Peter. 

17  Soon  after  her  admitting  Peter t  (he  fufptdiag 
by  his  looks,  behaviour,  or  fpeeeh,  or  by  fame  other 
means,  that  he  belonged  to  Jefus,  challenged  him  with 
it,  faying.  Are  not  yon  one  of  the  followers  and  difci- 
pies  of  this  man,  who  ia  now  under  examination  about 
the  high  crimes  that  are  laid  to-  bia  charge  ?  to  which 
he,  all  in  a  flutter,  replied,  No,  not  I  \  he  is  a  perfect 
ftranger  to  me.  (Luke  xxii.  57.) 

18  And  as  there  were  feveral  domeftic  fervants,  and 
officers  of  tbt  court  (*  ^  ““  “  «np*f« j  gathered  toge¬ 
ther  about  a  fire,  which  they' had  made  to  warm  them- 
felves,  tbe  weather  being  cold ;  Peter ,  inftead  of  ap¬ 
pearing  as  awitnefs  for  his  Lord,  mingled  among tbefe 
fervants  and  officers,  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  hall,  to 
warm  himfelf  with  them,  that  he  might  (hem  to  be  of 
the  fame  kidney  with  themfdves,  rather  than '  one  of 
Cbrift's  di Triples.  (See  the  note -on  Luke  xxii.  55.) 

19  In  the  mean  while,  the  high-pricfl  at  the  bead 
of  the  council,  bring  defirous  to  fix  a  charge  of  ftdi- 
tien  upon  our  Lord,  ftridty  examined  him  about  his 
di Triples,  and  followers,  who,  and  what  they  were, 
bow  great  their  number,  to  what  putpofe  he  conftant- 
ly  had  fo  many  attending  him,  and  had  lately  gathered 
fuch  multitudes  about  him  at  his  public  entry  into  Je~ 
ruftlemt  and  what  were  become  of  all  that  pretended 
to  own  him,  fince  none  appeared  in  court  to  fpeak  for 
bits  ?  And  then,  to  fix  blasphemy  upon  him,  the  high- 
pried  examined  him  about  the  doctrine  he  preached, 
what  was  its  nature  and  tendency,  and  whether  it 
were  not  contrary  ro  the  law  of  Mefei  ?  and  the  like. 

20  Jefus,  knowing  the  malicious  and  unfair  defig n 

of  thefe  captious  queftions,  took  no  notice  of  what 
was  (aid  about  his  difciples  j  fince  it  appeared  from  the 
very  circumftances  of  thing?,  that  there  was  no  likeli¬ 
hood  of  his  carrying  on  fedirious  views  by  them  :  But, 
aS  to  his  do&rtne,  he  replied,  Whatfocver  1  have  taught, 
k  fa  as  been  with-  all  openuefa,  freedom  and 

plainnefi 


t%.  rcSi. 


SISf  BvtttgeHfi John  pump  hr  aft d. 


42* 


iemunghtliitbc 
frna^ijuttw>d  la 
toe  temple,  wbi- 
tberihe  Jews  ah 
utyi  rtT(vt|  and 
in  fecrct  h  9 vt  Haid 

DQthmg. 


*1  Vhy^flctft 
thou  me?  ask  them 
which  heznt  me, 
what  1  have  laid 
onto  them  :  he- 
hold,  (hey  know 
vbai  'J  laid* 


pUtiroefc  to  ail  fom  of  people ;  it  having  been  my  con* 
flam  cufl&m  to  preach  it -in  the  fynagogues  on  fahb;*ch« 
days,  and  in  the  temple  at  the  folcmn  feiliyaJs,  nr  ben 
there  has  been  the  -greateft  concourfe  of  Jews  to  hear 
me:  And -as  I  have  neverrfooght  to  conceal  my  fenct- 
nxents  *;  fo  I  haw  never  taught  any  doctrine  in  private, 
that  is  different  from  what  1  have  preached  openly,  or 

-that  !  am  afraid  or  afhamed  ihould  be  known  to  aU  the 

■ 

world. 

11  Why  then  fbould  you  thus  interrogate  me  about 
my  do&rtne,  aa  if  I  were  bound  to  accufe  myfelf,  or 
as  if  -you  would  pay  any  regard  to  my  own  testimony, 
who  am  brought  before  you,  and  treated  like  a  crimi¬ 
nal?  Afk-whom  .  you  pleale  of  my  bearers;  a  lie  your 
own  friends  and  party *,  aik  the  feribes  and  Pkanfgej, 
the  chief  pried  s  'and  rulers  themfelves  j  aik  the  worffc 
'of  all  mine  enemies  that  ever  heard  me  preach :  Behold, 
there  are  witnefles  enow ;  and  even  fame  of  thefe,  (»»i) 
here  prefent,  know  .  what  I  have  preached  :  Let  them 
be  examined-;  and,  if  they  can, -let  them  witnefs  a* 
gain  It  me. 

31  Upon  his  faying  this,  with  all  the  juftnefs,  de¬ 
cency,  and  calmnefs  imaginable,  -one  of  the  infolent 
public  officers,  (o;r«.KnijMTwtJ  to  (fiew  his  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  tbe .  higb»pr  left,  and  bis  malignity  againft 
Cbrilt,  rudely  gave ‘him  n  flap  on  the  face,  faying,  How 
dare  you  anfwer  the  htgb-prieft  in  fo  free  and  difre- 

fpeftful  amanuer  ? 

23  Jdiis,  in  Head  of  linking  him  dead,  or  inflicting 
any  other  judgment  npon  him,  or  even  threatning  him, 
or  the  wing  any  emotion  oflpirit,  replied,  with  won¬ 
derful  meeknels  and  patience.  If  I-  have  faid  any  thing 
unbecoming,  or  amifs,  accufe1  me  to  the  court,  that  I 
may  be  puntfhed  for  it:  But,  if  what  I  (aid  was  unbla- 
meable  and  juft  t»  why  fbould  you  (trike  me  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  council,  at  whofe  bar  I  (land  In  circum- 
fiances  that  call  for  pity,  and  not  infulcs. 

24  Mow  Jefus  having  been  before  Jnnas,  {ver.  13.) 
he  had  fent  him,  bound  tike  a  criminal,  to  bis  ion-in¬ 
law  Caiaphas  tbe  bigh-prieft. 

23  And  Peter,  as  bas  been  obferved,  (ver.  16,  18  ) 

having 

notes. 

Thmi&h  our  J)le(M  J  otcI  taught  hi*  dif-  thrift  67s,  about  mreiog  the  other  cheek 

i  Tmites  u^,  (AM*  t,  3$.);  for 


ti  And,  when 
he  had  thus  fpo- 
ken,  one  of  the  of¬ 
ficer*  which 'flood 
by  ftrudk  Jefus 
with  ihe  palm  of 
hishaud,  faying, 
AnfaKrcfl  than 
the  high  prieft  fc  ? 

ij  Jefuj  anfwer* 
rd  him,  If  l  have 
ipoken  cvUt  bear 
wLtceicoffheevil: 
hut  if  wdl*  why 
fmitett  thou  me  i 


a  4  (Now  Au* 
tm  had  Cent  him 
bound  unto  Ce¬ 
phas  the  high 
piied.) 

a  s  And  Simoa 
Peier 


crpks  private! y,  when  they  titrr  ahrac;  yet 
it  was  uot  any  different  do^hrtnc,  hat  to  «- 
pUnuioD  of  what  he  had  preached  to  others* 
{Mark  iv*  io(  &c)  And  he  esprefily  order¬ 
ed  (hem  to.  pufcliih  to  the  world  what  he 
cold  titan  in  Jhcret.  Malth,  s.  17. 
f  This  11  do  way  cuotodiflurr  to  what 


co  him 

that  relates  to  rcftraing  pa/fionitt  arid  mali¬ 
cious  reiflHiDOin,  litigious  profeemioo*,  soil 
private  revenge;  hot  do  not  forbid  a  Icg-d 
dcfetkce  of  oar  own  innocence  tiufik 
that  stink  as. 


47* 

PftCT  OfvwJ  rind 

varmed  h:mfelf» 
They  &i4  ihere- 
forancoh:m,Art 
not  thou  aho  one 

of  his  drfctpU*  i 

He  denied  it,  anil 

ia;U,  I  <*ni  UOl. 


itf  One  of  the 
(crv^tu  of  the 
hi^h  prietV  (he- 
ing  hh  kinfniitn 
who^C  ear  Peter 
cm  olTjfaiih,  Did 
not  f  Ac  thee  in  the 
garden  with  him? 

it  Peter  then 
(koid  v£uTn :  *nd 

^  CT  _ 

tnfm«Kn*ciy  the 

cock  crew* 

‘  * . 


iB  Then  led 

they  JefiiS  from 
Cjinpiias  ntitoche 
halt  pHtuignjuji; 

*  ard.  it  was  earl?' 
and  they  tivm- 
fclves>v;nt  nnf  in- 

Jo  lEjc~  jkrJgmtJH- 
JiaiJ  ,  Ml  they 

Jhokfthl  he  tit:  filed; 
hn  that  tiny 
mi^hr  withe  pif* 

(UVv^ 

*  ■  r 


The  Evaxgefiji  John  paraphrajkd  -  Ch.  xviU. 

having  followed  him!  and  got  into  the  higfa>pri{lfs 
houfc,  flood  warming  himfclf  among  the  fervants  and 
officers  j.  And  as  the  maidvfervant,  who  let  him  in,  had 
queftioned  him  about  his  being  one  of  Ch rift’s  difei- 
ples,  (wr.  17.)  To  fome  others  of  the  company  a  little 
afterwards  attacked  him  again,  laying.  Can  you  really 
Hand  in  it,  that  you  are  not  one  of  this  man’s  diftfples  r 
(Sec  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  58*}  Petert  full  of  con  fu¬ 
ll  on  and  dread,  peremptorily,  and  (till  more  ralhly-than 
before,  denied  that  he  was  5  faying,  and  fwearing  to  it, 

1  do  not  fo  much  as -know  him.  {Mattb.  xxvi.  72.) 

26  About  an  hour  after  this,  there  was,  among  o- 

thers,  {Ltfke  xrii.  59,  and  Mark  xiv.  70.)  one  of  the 
high-prielt’s  domeuic  fer rants,  (,K  a  relation 

of  MaittmSf  wbofe  ear  Peter  had  cut  off,  and  he,  fee¬ 
ing  him,  fald  to  him,  You  certainly  are  a  dilciplc  of 
Jefus  of  Nazareth  t  How  can  you  fay  to  the  contrary  ? 
Did  not  1  myfelf  fee  you  in  the  garden  with  him? 

27  Peter  was  fo  nettled  at  this  dole  and  home  charge, 
that  he  loll  all  patience  and  government  of  himfelf,  and 
thinking  to  bear  this  man  down,  by  language,  more 
like  a  profane  (errant  of  the  high-prieft’s,  than  an  ho¬ 
ly  dtfciple  of.  Jefus  i  he,  under  the  power  of  violent 
temptation,  denied  with  horrid  imprecations  that  he 
knew  any  thing,  about  him.  ( Mattb .  xxvi,  74.)  imme¬ 
diately  upon  which,  he  heard  a  cock  crow  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning  which  was  ufually  called,  by 
way  of  diftin&ion,  the  cockle  rowing.  (See  the  note  on 
Mattb.  xxvi.  34.) 

■  28  Alter  this,  the  council  having  fpent  a  great  part 
pf  the  night  in  examining  Jefus,  and  fuffering  various 
indignities  and  abnfes  to  be  offered  him,  and  having  at 
length  got  a  coofeillon  from  his  own  mouth,  of  his  be¬ 
ing  the  Meffiah,  and  Son  of  God,  [Mark  xiv.  dr,-— 64.} 
which  they  thought  might  he  a  fufficient  ground  for  an 
accufation  of  blafphemy  and  (edition  before  the  Roman 
governor,  they  very  early  in  the  morning  carried  him 
away,  bound  as  he  was,  from  CaiapbasH  houfe  to  the 
judgment- hall  of  Pilate ,  who  was  then  governor  of 
Judea.  {Mat.  xxyii^  1,  2.  fee  the  note  there.)  And, 
though  they  were  going  to  (lied  innocent  blood,  they 
were  f»  hypocritically  fcrupulous  about  external  rites, 
that  they  would  riot  entrir'intp  the  hall  themfelvcs, 
Which  was  full  of  Reman  fpldiers,  whom  they  account¬ 
ed  unclean,  left,  by  toughing  Gentiles  in  the  crowd, 
they  fhouid  contraft  a  ceremonial  defilement,  {Numb, 
rijr.  22.}  but  they  flood,  without  doors,  to  avoid  pollu¬ 
tion,  th4t  they  might  be  fit:  to  eat  the  pafchal  fcaft  upon 

the 


Ch.  xviu. 
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19  Pilate  then 

went  oat  onto 

them ,  and  Aid  , 
What  Kcufrtion 
bring  70a  tgaiqft 
this  man  i 

30  They  an¬ 
swered  wd  laid 
unto  him.  If  he 
were  not  a  male- 
i'iiftofj  we  would 
not  have  delivered 
him  upimtotbtt. 

31  Then  laid 

I’ibtcunto  them. 

Take  ye  him,  and 
judt;c  him  accor* 
diugu>  your  law, 
The  there** 
fore  laid  unto  him, 
It  is  not  lawful  for 
us  to  put  uyaun 
lu  death  l 


-giThalthefay- 
in  7  «  f  Tefua  mlgh  t 
hefnlfiiled,  wh^h 
he  fpake,  fgnify* 
ntE  what  death  he 
Ciould  die* 

33  Then  Pilrie 
entered  into  the 
judgment- hall  a* 
4*4111 ,  and  called 
jcTu^and  foal  nn* 
to  himr  An  thou 
the  king  of  the 
Jews  l 


the  facrificea,  which  were  to  be  offered  that  day*,  and 
were  called  the  paffovir. 

19  Pilate  therefore  (**)  waB  lb  coroplalfant  and  con> 
defending,  as  to  come  out  to  them,  and  alk  them  what 
was  the  reafon  of  their  bringing  Jcfus  to  him,  or  wbail 
crime  they  had  to  lay  to  his  charge  l 

30  The  Jrwi,  anfwcring  haughtily,  faid  to  him. 
You  may  be  fure  that  he  ie  a  notorious  evil-doer,  (“*- 
*n*«)  other  wife  we  fliould  nothafe  given  ourfelves  or 
you  the  trouble  of  bringing  Kim  before  yon,  efpecially 
fo  early  in  the  morning,  and  on  fuch  X  folemn  day  as 
this. 

31  Then  Pilate,  heing  dtfpleafed  at  their  infolent 
and  unrcafonable  procedure,  upon  the  foot  of  general 
defamation,  without  any  formal  proof  againft  hinj/iaid 
to  tbem^  Een  take  him  back  again  to  your  own  court, 
and  do  what  ye  will  with  him,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  your  own  law:  For  my  part  I  do  not  care  to 
meddle  with- him,  the  Reman  law  allowing  of  no  fuch 
prepofterous  methods  of  profccution.  They  then,  be¬ 
ing  a  little  more  humble,  replied.  We  cannot  legally 
put  any  one  to  death  1y-  which  is  the  punifliroent  this 
man  deferves,  as  a  traitor  to  Cafar'y  he  having  fet  up 
him£elf  for  a  king. 

32  And  this  was  over- ruled  by  Providence,  to  ac¬ 
compli  Oi  what  Jefus  had  foretold  about  the  manner 
of  his  death,  that  he  Ihould  be  lifted  up  from  the 

earthy  {chap*  tii.  14,  and  xii.  32,)  and  fhould  be  deli¬ 
vered  te  the  Gentiles  to  he  crucified.  {Matth.  xx.  19.) 

33  Pilate  having  found  that  Chrilfs  accufers  ailed- 
ged  againft  him  treafonable  deligns,  in  fetting  op  him-, 
felf  for  a  king,  returned  back  into  the  judgment-ball, 
and,  fummoning  Jefus  to  anfwer  for  himfelf,  faid,  h 
it  true  that  you  pretend  to  be  the  king  of  the  Jews, 
in  pppofition  to  Qafar  i  Have  you  ever  prefumed  to  of- 


M  o 

*  Scy  the  aote  about  jhs  pafEwir-f<*(l  on 
ibep.  xiii.  t. ;  anil  fee  WiiAj  on  this  plicti 
and  his  appendix  to  Mark  sit, 

f  It  b  h|rd  to  fay  bow  fir .  the  power  of 
life  and  death  wax  at  this  time  taken  from 
the  Jrvs?  confiderifig  the  proceedings  of  the 
high-prieft  and  council  in  (toning  Sttfbtm  to 

dc^th,  (jffli  ¥i,  iiy— ijt  vii,  1,  &c~) 

?nd  what  power  SW  received  from,  them, 
for  persecuting  the  ChriftUot  unto  death, 
(Adi  xxiU  j~)  and  how  they,  would  have 
judged  Pa*lr  accwdihg  to  their  law,  had  not 
LjPi^j.preventcii  them*  (dfff  txit  f )  Rut 
as  the  (expire  was  departed  from  JadcK  and 
ilie  Uw*givtr  from  by  Qieir  being 

made  a  'Reman  province,  and  fuhjcflnl  io  Ce- 
ftr  as  their  king,  j;  i$  evident  inxf  this  p  trw- 


£  S, 

er  wu  under  (bnc  Btnifations  and  reftraints 
from  the  Stomaa  government,  (See  Ughtfovi 
on  the  place,)  And  whether  the  Jrai  meant 
absolutely,  or  only  under  fome  rdhi^ions, 
that  it  wu  not  lawful  for  them  to  put  any 
man  to  death;  6r  whether  they  laid  this  on* 
ly  betaufe  it  was  the  time  of  the  piflovei\  dr 
that  the  odium  of  condemning  and  extol-* 
ting  Chriif,  and  the  people's  rage  on  that 
account,  might  be  turned  oft  from  them- 

fcW«  to  the  jcwoii;;  it  wu  over-ruled  by 
Providence,  that  the  judgment  JbouM  fall 
intp'  the  Romm  ham)|r  for  accompl  fhing 
ancient  prophecies,  as  well  as  Chrifl’s  owu 
predictions,  about  the  manner  of  his  death; 
For  crucifix  ton  war  not  appointor!  hy  the 
Vnrijfe  law  for  any  crime  whailocveu 


4f4  72/  Evangel#  Johk  pardphr&ftd.  Ch.  xtbi. 

r 

fcr  at  this,  or  faid  any  thing  to  raife  the  peoples  expec¬ 
tations  of  it  ? 

m  »*-  34  jefus,  Co  pot  Pilate  span  ferious  confideration, 

tb^kUtttns  of  su*l»'e*cd  him,  Do  you  afk  me  this  queftion  from  .any 
ahrftlC, -or  did  o-  fufpidon  in  your  own  mind,  about  my  faring  up  for  a 
tbosidlirthw  of  temporal  prince,  according  to  the  notion  that  the  Jews 
“■  hare  of  their  Mefliah  ?  or  istbis  what  mine  enemies  have 

fafgtfed  againft  me,  and  you  are  plea  fed'  -to  mention 
only  from  them  ? 

«  P3«e  u>  «  Pilate  replied.  Am  I  a  Je w,  that  1  flioold  he  able 

Sfajgul:  to  Ju^Sc  their  expectations  from  their  Mefliah?  I  do 
aariaa  ,  ind  tbe  not  trouble  myfdf  about  thefe  matters.:  But  your  own 
diefirid^'iac  countrymen,  and  the  chief,  priefta  and  rulers,  among 

^rndWhaTbrii  have  brought  and  accufed  you  to  me,  as  a  pre* 

enitae;  tender  to  the  crown.  What  have  you  done  to  occaGon  this 

charge  upon  you  ?  or  what  provocation  have  you  given 
them;- that  they  are  Co  furious -againft  you? 

ft  Jcfiw  m-  36  Jefus  anfwered  again,  To  tell  you  the  truth  of  the 
KSK  “f'. .  1  am  indeed  the  Mefliah,  the  King  of  IJrael ;  but 
workJHfmykiBg-  roy  kingdom  19  altogether  fpi ritual  and  heavenly,  con- 
dam  wax  of  thu  fitting  in  a  dominion  over  mens  fouls  and  confcieoces, 

mf  1(01  °*er  their  fecutar  affairs  ;  nor  doth  it  in  the 

thh  1  ihoaU  «oi  leaf):  interfere  with*  or  tend  to  the  diftvrbance  of  civil 
Wddivmdtothe  govern  mem :  If  it  did,  my  followers,  like  the  fern  ms 
Ey  whcr  earthly  princes,  would  have  (hewn  it,  by 

tn-taK  fighting -for  me}  and  would  never  have  lo  tamely,  fuf- 

rcred  mycaofe  to.fink,  and  me  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  the  Jews  t  But  nothing  of  this  kind  was  ever 
attempted,  or  intended,  which  is  a  plain  evidence,  that 
my  kingdom  does  not  take  its  rife  from  man,  nor  is  built 
upon  human  laws,  force,  or  policy,  nor  is  defigned  for 
Jocular  honour  or  advantage  to  -my  fubje&s,  or  rnyfclf. 

3T  PitttetheiB-  3y  Upoo  this,  Pilate  faid  to  him.  What  then  !  Defti* 

i^^baTt  kiog  •n*e*  mean  and*  wretched,  as  you  now  appear  at  my 
th™ }  jefw  hat  and  bonds,  do  .you  profefs  that,  in  the  fenfe  you 
rw*rei,Th«o frf  fpeak  of,  you  really  are  a  king?  Jefus  replied,  Yes,  I 
ftiti„lhrt  fkand  to  what  your  queftion  fuppofes  me  to  bave  affirm- 

cad* was  I  bent  *d,  (foe  the  note  on  Luke  xxii.  70.)  1  freely  own 
and  for  ibisttvlc  myfclf  to  he,  in  that  refped,  a  king :  And  ftiil  further 

wvdd  ."flit  1  to  fitisfy  you,  that  my  kingdom  is  not  of  a  worldly 
OobU  bear  wit'  conftitution  and  defign,  the  end  for  which  I  was  born 
wis  uau>  <&e  of  a  woman,  and  the  purpofe  for  which  I  came,  as  lent 

of  God  into  this  world,  is,  that  by  my  preaching  and 
miracles  X  might  reveal,  and  confirm  tne  truth,  and  no¬ 
thing  but  the  tfutb,  concerning  God  and  myfelf,  and 
concerning  the  way  "in  which  fmnen  may  be  reftored 
to  his  image  and  favour,  and  made  for  ever  happy  thro* 
me.  This  is  the  means  and  inftroment  of  all  my  con* 

ouefis 
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tnub.  Emy  m  qgefts  and  government,  and  every  one,  that  it  acquainted 

luuctho^niK.  wi*b»  aD^  begotten  by  ifee  word  of  troth,  heartily  believe* 

and  embraces  my  'tcftimonyf.and  becomes  a  willing 
fubje£k  to  me,  while  they  that  love  fcHhood  reje£l  me, 
3S  Pibo  ftith  j8  Pilate  replied,'  What  is  the  truth,  that  yon  fpeak 
w of  f  or  wherein  does  it  conGft  ?  many  philo  fopbers  •  a* 
“•ben  he'had  iiid  m0Dg  w,  and  many  of  your  rabbins  make  high  pretences 

thu,  b*  watt  out  to  truth,  bat  give  us  very  different  accounts  of  it;  prays 
1  ^  f  l',,he  let  me  bear  your  notion  of  it  *,  or  what  yon  mean  by 

toThcvi,  1  Bod  la  ** :  A®1*  having  faid  this,  he,  not  ftaying  for  an  anfwer, 
him aofuit  u ill.  immediately  went  out  of  the  judgment-hall  again  to 

the  multitude  of  the  Jen u,  that  flood  before  {w. 
28.)  and  faid  to  them,  I  have  examined  this  man  np<m 
the  great  article  of  year  charge  againft  him,  as  fetting  up 
himfelf  for  a  king  j  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  find 
but  that  be  is  an  innocent,  honeft  and  undefiguing  crea» 
tore,  and  has  been  goilty  of  no  capital  crime,  for  which, 
by  the  Raman  law  he  ought  to  die. 

38  But  yc  h*Te  39  However,  ye  having  brought  him  bound  as  a 

ftouU°rele*ftoJ  malefaftff  to  me,  and  it  being  euftomary,  in  honour 
to  ym  oocit  the  of  your  paGbver-feaft,  that  I  fliould  pafs  an  aft  of  grace 
paffincri  vfll  t<  for  d& barging  feme  one  prifoner  at  your  requeft;  will 
Lr*  Y«  •8rec  that  yonr  king  Ihonld  be  the  obje£fc  of  this 

king  of  the  mercy,  Gnce  nothing  appears  to  be  proved  againft  him? 
40  Then  cried  40  Pilot*  (aid  this  in  hopes  of  putting  an  end  to  their 

ing!NotS*m  Jl  malicious  profctntioo,  and  of  procuring  bis  liberty ;  But, 
but  Banhhw.  Inftead  of  falling  in  with  his  propofal,  they  all,  both 
Now  Btnbfeu  the  rulers,  and  the  people  through  their  in ftigat ion,  cried 

out  in  a  rage,  as  with  one  voice*  No,  no;  we  will  not 
have  this  man  releafed,  but  beg  that  favour  for  Bar  ab¬ 
bas*  Now  this  Barabbas%  whom  they  fo  ihamefnlly  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  holy  Jtfus,  and  that  in  defiance  of  Pilatfo 
honourable  teftiraooy  to  his  innocence,  was  an  infamous 
criminal*  who  lay  in  prifon  for  fedhion,  robbery,  and 
murder.  {Luk&  xxiiu  194 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


Our  vard eo-retirement 5  may  lead  our  thoughts  to  the  rumipg  apoCUcy  of  the 
ftrft  Aaamt  and  from  tbcncc  to  God’s  gracious  promife,  and  the  redeeming  paf- 
fion  of  the  freond.  Was  ever  auy  creature  fo  witting  to  fufFer  and  die,  at  the 
divine  appointment,  as  our  deareft  Lord,  who  went,  as  ufual,  to  the  place 
where  he  knew  his  enemies  would  come  to  apprehend  him,  and  went  forth  of 
his  own  accord  to  meet  (hem,  who  otherwife,  with  all  their  la  at  horns  and  tor¬ 
ches,  might  never  have  bund  him  S  And  as  he  readily  refigned  himfelf  into  thrir 

hands 


H  O  T  E. 


*  This  U  a  very  important  queftkm,  which 
many  put,  hut,  like  PUmy  give  up  again 
before  they  get  any  -foufaftion  about  it:  and 
it  is  uncertain  whether  ht*  asking  it  were 
merely  from  eoriofity,  or  from  &mel  good 
opinion  that  he  had  of  CbrHt’s  ability  to 
give  him  an  account  of  truth;  or  whether 


It  were  only  for  Information  in  a  judicial 
way,  dut  he  might  tbe  better  know  hour  to 
proceed  in  the  calc  before  him  ;  or  whether 
i(  were  in  a  way  of  contempt  and  foorn,  as 
one  that  made  a  jeft  of  troth,  and  derided 
Chrift  for  hi*  foltmn  piofcflion  of  comicg 
to  bear  vrtteft  to  It* 
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hands,  whom  h«  could  cafily  haw  ftruck  dead*  notwit  h  ft  aodtog  all  their  num¬ 
bers*  and  their  weapons ;  lb  he  would  allow  of  no.oppofitiou  to  the  grealeft  dif- 
trdTes  he  was  called  to  endure  ia  obedience  to  bis  Father**  will*  Bat  was  c><: 
an y  one  treated  £a  no  worthily*  as  be*  who*  though  he  was  the  king  of  Ifrael, 
and  had  juft  given  a  demon  A  ration  of  his  divine  power  and  merer*  was  frrzcil 
win  force  of  arms*  as  if  he  had  been  a  defperate  ruffian*  was  led  about  like  a 
malefactor  in  bonds,  and  ruddy  bored  by  a  petty  officer  in  the  pretence  of  the 
whole  council*  as  if  he  had  been  the  tneaneft  fcrvant  or  Have  ?  And  how  did 
Jfips  and  Gentiles y  priefts  and  people*  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  men,  and  among 
them  a  treacherous  difciple,  join  in  affronting,  and  perfecting  him  even  to  the 
death  !  But  white,  contrary  to  all  juftice  and  truth;  decency  and  humanity,  he 
was  charged  with  the  higbeft  crimes*  and  arraigned  for  bis  life*  he  undauntedly 
owned  "his  character  as  Meffiah*  the  ting*  whole  kingdom  is  not  worldly  and 
carnal*  but  fpiritua!  and  heavenly,  and  is  to  be  propagated  and  maintained*  not 
by  the  power  of  the  fwcml,  but  by  the  word  of  truth ;  and  Pilate  himiicK* 
whilft  he  was  fitting  in  judgment  upon  our  Lord,  was  forced  to  honour  him 
with  fuch  a  teftimaniy  of  his  being  fauHIefs*  as  (hew*  that  his  fufterings  were  in¬ 
deed,  Dot  for  his  own  fins,  but  for  the  (ins  of  the  people:  And  bow  wm 
aft  over-ruled  by  Providence*  to  accompli  lb  divine  prophecies  concerning  the 
manner  of  his  death*  and  bis  coming*  as  the  Meffiab*  jolt  upon  the  feentre's 
departing  from  Judah  /—His  do&riue,  as  well  as  his  perfon  and  caufe*  will  War 
the  teft  of  the  fltrifieft  ejuuniuathio ;  it  ia  the  truth*  which  he  came  into  the 
world  to  reveal  and  confirm*  and  he  will  ft  and  by  it*  how  much  fcever  other* 
may  be  offended  at  it*  or  deride  it-  And  0  bow  much  better  is  it  to  leek  Jciua 
as  a  Saviour,  than  to  feet  occafions  agaittft  him !  And  bow  much  better  to  hear 
him  foyiag,  /  aw  be,  to  our  fupport  and  confolatioa,  than  to  our  terror  and  con- 
fufion  1  He  can  as  caiily  fpeafc  a  word  for  the  preservation  of  hi*  difciplcs*  as 
for  the  defeat  of  his  enemies*  But  hgw  dangerous  b  it  to  go  into  the  way  of 
temptation  f  And  how  dreadfully  may  they  foil,  that  venture  into  bad  company 
without  a  warrant  from  Cod  I— Let  refer*  denying  his  Lord*  the  Jems  thirft* 
lug  after  his  blood,  and  preferring  Barabhas  to  him*  while  they  were  hypocriti¬ 
cally  fcrnpulous  about  external  rites  and  ceremonies ;  and  let  Pilate* s  coward¬ 
ice*  carnal  policy  and  complai&nce  ia  complying  with  them*  fill  us  with  (acred 
horror  and  caution :  And  O  may  the  wijiiom,  mceknefe,  and  patience  of  the 
holy  Jcfus,  under  all  indignities  and  hardships,  be  reflected  upon  as  our  exam* 
that  we  may  tread  in  his  fteps  ! 


+ 

CHAP,  XIX* 


Tie  remainder  cf  CbrijVs  trial  before  Pilate*  t> — IJ*  His  condemns 
ticn  and  Execution^  i6* — 18*  Hu  title  placed  on  the  crcfs  over  his 
heacll  19*— 22*  Several  circvmflances  that  attended  his  hanging  on 
the  crofs *  23,-29*  His  deaths  and  the  piercing  of  his  Jidet  30* — 
37*  And  his  bursal  by  Jofeph  of  Arimathca  and  Nicodemus*  36* 

— 42* 


Text* 

•plrN  PiUtc 

tLcfcfvrttflok 

JeiUi, 


Paraphrase* 


T}  ILATE  beiog  unwilling  to  put  Jefus  to  death* 
whom  he  believed  to  be  innocent*  and  finding  that 
Vis  attempt  for  releaGng  him  by  a  mere  a£k  of  grace 
foiled*  and  that  the  people  were  the  more  enraged  by 
his  barely  proposing  it,  (chap*  xviii.  39,  40,)  he  thought 
of  another  expedient  to  appeafo  their  clamour*  and  move 
their  compaQIon  toward  the  royal  pfifoner ;  And  there¬ 
fore 
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Jcfiis,  and 
gnl  him* 


i  And  the  fol* 
til cn  pitted  * 
rrnwn  #f  thorns, 
and  pm  it  on  hit 
Sicut,aud  lliey  put 
tm  him  a  purple 
robe, 


*  And  faid  , 
liait*  kirift  of  the 
Jr**  !  and  they 
finotc  him  with 
their  hands. 


fore  be  took  2nd  delivered  bun  to  the  proper  officer,  to 
be  Gripped  naked,  and  whipped  publicly  in  an  oppro¬ 
brious  and  fevere  manner,  hoping  that,  after  this  pu- 
□ifhment,  they  might  content  to  his  being  re  leafed. 
{Luke  xxiii.  16.  See  the  note  on  Matth.  xxvii.  26.) 

2  And  Pilate  turned  him  over  to  his  foldiers,  that 
they,  as  Herod's  men  of  war  had  before,  {Luke  xxiii. !  1.) 
might  infolt  him,  and  make  tbemfelves  merry  with  him, 
under  the  chara&er  of  a  king  ;  accordingly  they,  in  a 
way  of  barbarous  derition,  wreathing  a  crown  of  thorns, 
clapt  it  on  bis  head,  and  threw  a  purple  garment  upon 
his  wounded  body,  in  mimickry  of  royal  robes,  (fee 
the  note  on  Mark  xv.  17.}  and  put  a  reed  or  caiic  into 
bis  right  hand  for  a  (ham  feeptre  {Mat.  xxvii.  29.) 

3  And  having  thus  dreffed  him  up,  they  fcoffingly 
imitating  the  cuftom  of  kneeling  before  princes,  and  of 
faluting  them  with  honour  and  joy,  bent  the  knee  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  cried  out,  in  a  ludicrous  manner,  Pco- 


4  Pilita  there* 

fnre  went  forth  a  - 
gain,  and  frith  un¬ 
to  them,  Fkhold, 
l  hfing  him  forth 
r*>yna(Thuye.m&y 
know  thit  I  Bud 
no  fault  m  him* 


$  Then  came 

Jefa*  forth,  wear¬ 
ing  the  crown  of 
t(ivrot  t  and  the 
yuirpLcrohc*  And 
Pttate  fakh  unto 
tticm^  Behold  the 
mao ! 


6  When  the 

ebtaf  priefti  I'htit- 

fore  and  officen 
n#  him  y  they 
aied  out,  frying, 
Crucify  cru¬ 
cify  iiJie,  Pilate 

frith 


fperity  to  the  king  of  the  Jew  i  They  3  ike  wife  buffet¬ 
ed  him  with,  their  haods,  and  offered  many  other  abufss 
and  indignities  to  him.  {Mottb.  xxvii.  to.) 

4  Then  (“•)  Pilate  ordering  Jefus  to  be  brought  forth 
to  the  Jew,  who  flood  without,  went  himfelf  before 
him,  to  difpofe  them  to  compaffion,  faying,  See  now  I 
am  presenting  to  you  this  poor  man  again,  in  circum- 
fiances  of  as  much  mifery  and  contempt  as  ye  could 
with  him  to  be  in,  that  ye  may  apprehend  no  danger 
from  him,  and  may  be  fatisfied  that  I  find  nothing  wor¬ 
thy  of  death,  nor  indeed  any  caufe  for  an  accusation, 
{aTiftm  *fr«u)  Jn  him,  who  is  to  be  pitied  and  defpifed, 
rather  than  feared  or  envied. 

5.  Upon  hia  fpeaking  in  this  manner,  the  meek, 
humble,  and  holy  Jefus,  appeared  before  them  with  his 
mangled  body,  crown  of  thorns,  and  purple  robe,  and 
with  his  face  all  over  fmeared  with  fpitile  and  blood  : 
And  Pilate,  pointing  to  him,  fa  id  to  the  Jews,  Behold 
the  poor  wretched  man,  took  at  him,  fee  what  a  figure 
be  makes  I  Let  what  has  been  done  to  him  fuffice  ;  and 
now  let  me  difeharge  him* 

6  But  when  the  chief  prielb  and  JcwiJh  officers  faw 
him  under  all  this  mifery  and  contempt,  inftead  of  being 
moved  with  pity,  they  hardened  their  hearts  agamic 
him;  and,  infteadof  attempting  to  prove  him  guilty  of 
any  fault,  were  enraged  at  Pilate' 9  repeated  morion  for 
his  ccleafe ;  They  therefore  cried  but  in  a  tumultuous 
.  manner,  and  with  great  vehemence  am!  outrage,  No, 
no,  this  (hall  not  fatisfy  us;  we  infill  upon  it,  that  he 
be  crucified, ;  Hereupon,  Pilate  feeing  that  there  was 


fifth  trt*o  them. 
Tike  j<  him,  and 
crodfj  ti«;  for  1 
fisd  4iio  id 

bin* 
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TTbcJon 

fwm)  him*  We 
hzvci  law,  and  by 
oor  law  bt  ought 
to  die*  bremfe  he 
nudr  bimftlf  the 
ftaaf  GocL 


8  When  Pilzte 
therefore  hcaid 
tlatfif  ingfbc  inf 
the  more  afraid; 


gain 


p  And 

into  the 
Judgment  ~  ball  t 
and  fiitb  unto  J«- 
fuCf  Whence  art 
then  ?  Bat  jduf 
gtre  him  no  an* 
fmv 


10  Then  frith 
PiUie  onto  him* 
Gpeaktft  rhou  not 
ntiro  me  ?  koow- 
eft  tboanotthitl 
hive  power  to  cm* 
cifychee,uidbave 
power  to  rekifi 
thee? 


tt  JefustnfWcr~ 
<d,  Thou  couldit 
have  no  power  at 
«U  vgalnfl  e&c,ck- 
ccpt  it  were  given 
thee  from  above : 

tbere- 


*  Ttcrtfire  (J*i 

to  Puitf #  having 


no  appealing  them*  and  being  very  loth  to  comply  with 

their  demands,  faid,  in  a  paffion,  and  with  a  fort  of 
fneer,  If  he  muft  be  crucified,  even  take  him,  and  do  it 
vourfelves ;  I  cannot  in  juftice  condemn  bim  to  death; 
for  1  can  fee  no  manner  of  cattle  for  it.  (See  the  note  on 
Lake  xxiii*  22.) 

7  The  Jcaj  finding  that  Pilate  was  flill  againft  cru¬ 
cifying  him,  and  talked  ironically  of  their  own  doing  it, 
fled  to  another  charge,  laying,  'We  have  an  exprefe  law 
for  putting  blafpb enter*  to  death,  {Lev*  xxiv.  16,}  and 
by  this  law  he  ought  to  die  1  for,  faid  they,  he  has  been 

gnitry  of  the  high  eft  blafphemy,  by  calling  himfidf  the 

Son  of  God,  in  fuch  a  peculiar  and  exalted  fenfe,  as  to 
claim  equality  with,  and  make  himfclf  God.  {Chap,  v. 
ifl.  and  x.  33.) 

8  Pilate  hearing  that  Cbrift  aflbmed  the  grand  and 
awful  charafter  otan  incarnate  Deity,  was  (truck  with 
great  furprize,  as  not  knowing  what  to  think  of  it,  and 
was  more  than  ever  afraid  of  proceeding  any  further  a- 
gain  ft  him,  left  he  -  Ihould  bring  divioc  vengeance  on 
his  own  head. 

9  And  therefore  returning  into  the  judgment-ball,  to 
which  be  remanded  Jefus,  be  faid  to  him,  What  is  your 
original?  Are  you  only  a  man,  or  are  you  an  incarnate 
God  ?  Tell  me  your  parentage,  and  from  whence  you 
came.  But  our  hie  fled  Lord;  knowing  that  Pilate  was 
no  competent  judge  of  this  matter,  and  had  forfeited 
his  right  to  information  about-  h,  by  fe  cruelly  ufing 
him,  whilft  he  believed  him  to  be  innocent,  thought 
proper  to  make  no  reply  to  this  unfeafonable  queftion. 

10  Then  Pilate,  full  of  wonder  and  refemment  at 
this  feeming  contempt  of  his  authority,  faid  to  him, 
with  an  haughty  air.  What  is  the  reafon  that  you  Hand 
mute,  and  make,  no  anfaer  ?  Do  you  neither  know,  nor 
confider  that  you  are'  here,  as  a  Criminal  at  my  bar,  and 
that  your  life  is  in  my  hand,  who  have  power  either  to 
condemn  you  to  be  orncifiedj  or  to  difeharge  you,  juft 
as  I  plea  ft? 

11  Jefus,  to  correct  his  mi  (lake  and  arrogance,  re¬ 
plied,  Notwithftandiug  all  this  imperious  bead,  you 
have  no  legal  authority  but  from  God;  nor  could  yon 
exercife  any  power  to  my  hurt',  had  not  my  heavenly 
Father  appointed  and  permitted  it,  for  glorious  ends 
and  purposes,  which  you  are  ignorant  of,  and  far  from 
defigning  to  accompli ih ;  Though  *  therefore  your  fin 

*  4 

11 
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irrfe)  may  probably  refev  which  the  at  that  time  bad  not;  atd 
jiidkjil/flWr  fnm  tfrtrcfere*  Lbtmgb  he  tn*  prevailed  on  by 

ihetf 
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tbcrefeff  be  that 

dciivntdmeDDto 

th  «  hath  the^rcst  * 

er  fin 


11  And  from 
ihrnccfoitb  Pifartc 
to  relwfc 
him:  buttbt  Jevs 
cried  out  faying, 

[f  thoo  let  thu 
man  go,  thoo  art 
nnt  Cefir's  friend. 
Whofocver  enk^ 
d  Uhimictf  a  king 
j  peak  ah  igiuut 

Geftr* 


1 5  Wheti  Pilate 
therefore  heard 
that  faying  ►  he 
brought  Jefw 
forth  ,  and  fat 
<lo«nln  the  jndj- 
ment-f«t  T  in  a 
place  thatii  called 
the  paTraeniftat 
ia  the  Hebrew  , 
Gibbuha* 


t*  And  h  wai 
t  he  preparation  of 
the  pallovtr,  4lid 
lhoot  the  fixtk 
hour;  and  he  faith 

onto 


u  great  in  hearkening  'to  the  clamours  of  the  people, 
afld  in  stating  jour  wuft,  as  »  magiftiate,  by  ufing  me 
fo  31,  and  that  in-defiance  of  your  own  convictions  of 
my  being  fanftWs  ;  yet  the  (in  of  Judas  and  Caiaphas, 
and  of  alt  die  people  of  the  Jeu-h  wb®  have  brought  me 
before  you  as  a  criminal,  is  ftill  more  abundantly  ag¬ 
gravated,  ad  being  committed  sgainlt  known  inftances 
of  my  ettraofdinary  power  and  goodnds,  and  with  the 
greateft  ingratitude  aiid  malice. 

ia  From  this  time  forward,  Pilot  tf  being  ftill  fur¬ 
ther  pafuaded  of  Gh  rift’s  innoecnce,  and  of  the  Jeast. 
malice,  was  mom  than  ever  defiroui  in  bimfelf,  and  in- 
duftrious  in  dealing  with  them,'  to  get  him  difeh a rged : 
Bat  the  Jews  finding  that  their  laft  accufttion  rather  ob- 
ftraded,  than  promoted  their  blood-thirfty  defign,  re¬ 
tained  to  their  former  charge;  and  .enforced  it  with  an 
argument,  which  touched  Pilot*  in'  the  tendered  part, 
crying  out  with  ftill  greater  noife  and  vehemence,  If 
you  will  not  crucify  him  to  oblige  us  ;  yet  how  will 
you  aafwer  it  to  the  emperor  ?  It  will  be  proved  again  ft 
you  that  you  betray  your  truft,  and  have  not  a  due  re- 
d  to  bis  authority  and  government,  in  cafe  you  let 
is  competitor  go  free ;  fince  whofoever  fets  bimfelf  up 
for  a  king,  in  one  of  CofaPs  provinces,  is  guilty  of 
high  treafon  agaioft  him,  and  fays,  in  efieCk,  that  he  it 
not  its  rightful  fovereign. 

13  When  therefore  Pilate  heard  them  talk  as  if 
they  would  accufe  him  of  unfaithfulness  to  Cafar%  his 
fears  of  Tiberius'*  wrath,  who  was  a  jealous  prince, 
bore  down  his  concern  for  Jefus  ;  and  being  of  a  timo¬ 
rous  temper,  and  ebuting  rather  to  tin  than  differ,  he 
ordered  Jefua,  with  his  thorny  crown  and  porple  rohe 
upon  Him,  to  jbe  conduced  out  of  the  hall ; 
and  he  him  ft  If  went,  anpf  fat  down  on  a  throne  of  judg¬ 
ment  to  pafs  (entente  upon  him,  in  another  place,  which 
was  called  the  ftone-paveroent  *,  (****“«*)  in  the 
Jews  language,  Gabbatha,  which  tignities  a  raiftd  or 
elevated  place. 

14  -  And,  as  to  the  time  when  things  were  brought, 
to  this  critis,  it  was  the  day  before,  and  fo  the  prepa¬ 
ration  f  day  for  the  pafiover-fabbath,  and  about  fix  of 
the  clock  in  the  morning,  a  folemn  day  and  time,  when 
the  Jewit  and  dpecutly  the  priefts,  ought  to  have  been 


cm- 
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their  importunity  to  abafe  hb  power,  his  [in 
was  left  chan  theta,  wbofr  nutscc  and  envy 
p  refled  him  to  it. 

*  Dr  Ltgktfiei  teemed  to  think  that  tM$ 

vat  the  room  { hi£tht  where  the  ftndhedrim 
to  ht;  ud  when  tbe  7^*  would 


T  E  S. 

ant  jp>  into  judtmeM-liall,  he  went 

into  thfi**:  See  his  hflrrw  and  Tt/immJicat 
excreiteti&n  Q n  the  p!:ic;. 

f  This  was  on  what  is  Galled 
and  for  the  time  of  day,  l«<  the  notes  ot 
rfw>.  i+  jp.  5Jod  MatI  i;  * 


480 

unto  the 

hold  your  king* 


if  But  they  cried 
out  1  Away  with 
him  t  away  with 
&jh,  ciucHy  bun* 
Fiktc  fifth  unto 
them,  Shall  1  Cru¬ 
cify  your  king  ? 
The  chief  priefts 
anfwertd  >  We 
hare  no  king  but 
Cefir* 


itfThen  deliver^ 
ed  he  him  there* 
£prc  onto  them  to 
becruriScKL  And 
tltey  took  Jefus, 
and  led  him  a  way# 


ry  And  he  f 
Bearing  hit  crofs, 
went  forth  into  a 
place  cdlrti  tht 
flute  of  a  ikuU, 
which  is  called  in 
the  Hebrew  Gol¬ 
gotha  ; 


il  Where  they 
crucified  him, and 
wo  other  with 

him, on  either  tide 
one,  and  Jefus  in 
the  midfl* 

And  Pilate 

wrote 
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employed  in  (acred  work  :  And  Pilate ,  having  placed 
himfelf  on  the  judgment  feat,  called  to  the  Jtvtty  fay¬ 
ing,  Look  at  your  king;  fee  what  a  miserable  and  def- 
picable  appearance  he  makes:  la  this  the  man,  from 
whom  any  danger  to  the  government  is  to  be  expelled  ? 
1$  it  worth  while  to  condemn  fuch  a  one  to  .death  for 
pretending  to  the  crown  ? 

15  But  they,  inftead  of  being  in  the  lead  mollified 
or  aihamed,  cried  aloud,  and  eagerly  repeated  it,  Away 
with  him  out  of  our  light,  we  bate  to  fee  him  ;  hang 
him  op  on  a  crofs,  as  one  that  defer ves  to  die  under  a 

curie.  Pilate,  feeing  their  implacable  enmity  and  fury 
againft  him,  replied.  What  then,  have  yc  no  compalbon 
for  him,  nor  concern  for  your  own  honour  I  pafs 
fo  ignominious  a  femence,  as  that  of  crucifixion,  upon 
your  king  ?  the  chief  priefts,  though  at  other  times  they 
were- great  (ticklers  for  Jewijb  freedom,  andboafted 
that  they  were  never  in  bondage  to  ^ny  man,  {chap, 
viii.  33.}  yet  now  to  pleafe  Pilate,  and  ferve  their  ma¬ 
licious  turn,  virtually  renounced  God's  dominion  over 

them,  and  publicly  owned  that  the  feeptre  was  Hepartcad 
from  them,  in  an  exprefs  declaration,  that  Cafar  was 
their  only  king. 

16  Then  Pilate,  having  no  longer  courage  to  drive 
againft  the  ftream,  pa  fled  fentence  upon  bur  Lord,  de¬ 
livering  him  up,  according  to  their  demand.  (See  the 
notes  on  Mattb.  xxvii.  26.)  And  no  fooner  was  this 
done,  than  they  hurried  him  away  by  the  alfiftance  of 
the  foldiers,  who  then  took  off  his  purple  robe,  and 
put  on  his  own  clothes  again,  {Mattb.  xxvii.  31.)}  and 
they  led  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  like  a  lamb  to  the 
daughter,  without  delay,  left  the  governor  Ihould  change 
his  mind,  or  the  friends  of  Jefus  Ihould  rife  to  refeue  him. 

17  And  he,  carrying  his  crofs  upon  his  Ihoulders, 
(fee  the  note  on  Mattb .  xxvii*- 32.)  went  out  of  the 
city  to  a  place  called  Golgotha,  in  the  dialed!  then  li¬ 
fe  d  by  the  Jems,  which  fignifies  the  place  of  a  fkull, 
and  which  was,  ceremonially  unclean,  it  being  the 
common  place  w  lie  re  criminals  were  executed,  and  ma¬ 
ny  of  their  (kails  and  bones  were  left,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mattb.  xxvii.  33.)  and  fo  was  a  fit  emblem  of  Chrift’i 
being  made  fin  for  us. 

18  There  they  crucified  him  in  company  with  two 

thieves,  {Mattb.  xxvii.  38.)  one  of  which  bung  on  his 
right  hand,  ana  the  other  on  his  left,  as  if  be  had  been 
the  greateft,  (inner  of  them  all,  whilft  in  that  manner 
he.  vtat  numbered  with  tranfgrtjfon.  {I/a.  liii.  12.) 

19  And  as  it  was  ufual  for  the  caufe  of  condemna¬ 

tion 


Ch.  xxi 

wratti  ttdc;  and 
pot  iron  die  croft. 
And  the  writing 
JESUS  OF 
NAZARETH, 
THIS  KING  OF 
THE  JEWS. 


i&Tfii*  tide  then 
read  raaijjr  of  ihe 
Jew*:  for  the  place 

wheie  Jcfiu  was 

trudtie!  wis  nigh 
totliischpandit 
waswrirten  jo  He¬ 
brew,  ^•GTCtk, 
aid  Latin. 


a  i  Then  Aid 
the  chief  priefbof 
the  Jew*  to  Pi¬ 
late,  Write  not* 
The  king  of  the 

Jews:  butcher  be 
fiid,  lam  king  of 
ffcejcwt. 


it  Pilate  an* 
fwered  ,  What  t 
ha*c  written  I 
luve  written.  - 


i)  Thai  the  foN 
dicri,  when  ther 
fud  crucified  Je- 
fa*,  took  his  gar- 

made 

four  pans*  to  eve¬ 
ry  foldicr  a  pm,) 
and  alfo  bis  qd?U 
i;ov  the  coat  we* 
without  (earn, wo- 
ecn  from  the  top 
throughout. 

They  iaid 
t^refore  among 
Eltwniches,  Let 

us 
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tion  to  be  fig ni Red  in  writing,  and  placed  over  the  heads 
0/  thofe  that  were  crucified  j  fo  Pilate  wrote  this  'inferip. 

lion,  Jitstti  of  NiiiiETH;  th«  King  of 
tk&  J e ws^  and 'ordered  it  to  be  fixed  on  the  top  of 

Cbrifl’s  cro&j  above  bis  held;  which,  whoever  dilate 

deGgned,  was  overif tiled  by  Providence,  to  be,  in  ef- 
fedj  a  condemnation  of  his  own  on  righteous  judgmenr* 
and  an  honour' to  the  holy  Jefuij  as  having  been  put 
to  that  (hameful  death,  only  for  aflerting  a  title,  which 
he  bad  a  juft  claim  to,  and  oould  not  bedi  veiled  of; 

so  This  title  was  read  by  great  numbers'  of  yew, 
that  were  come  from  all'  countries  tp  celebrate  the  p af¬ 
ford  at  Jtrvfalsm  ,*  For  the  place  of  crucifixion  was 
neaftbe  ciry  ;  and  the  in  feri  prion  was  made  in  large1 
letters  of  the  Hebrew,  Greek ,  and  Let  in  tongues,  the 
mod  known  languages  of  that  day  and  lb,  as  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Me  Hi  ah’s  death  was  to  extend  to  perfons  of  alt 
nations,  many  of  them  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  caufe  for  which  he  differed  ir. 

ai  This  was  indeed  fueh  an  honourable  and  public 
teftimonial  to  the  dying  Saviour,  as  might  eafily  b'e 
con (l rued  to  bis  advantage ;  and  therefore  the  chief 
priefts  among  the  Jews  were  highly  difpltafed  at  itj  and 
went  to  Pilate  with  a  requeft,  that,  inftead  of  thefe 
words,  The  Kin&oe  the  Jews,  it  might  be 
wrote.  He  said,  T  ah  the  King  of  the 
Jews;  and  (o  the  Infamy  of  a  pretender  might  be 
fixed  on  bis  memory,  and  the  difgrace  of  their  king’s 
being  crucified  might  not  lye  upon  them. 

22  But  Pilate  was  Co  -much  out  of  temper,  for  their 
having,  in  a  manner,  forced  him  to  condemn  Jetus,  and 
was  fo  offended  at  their  boldnefs,  in  pretending,  after 
all,  to  correct  the  form  of  his  in  fen  pt  ion,  and  God  fo 
influenced  his  mind  to  abide  by  this  cqtiftru&ive  refii- 
mony  to  Chr ill’s  real  character,  that  he  refolutcly  re¬ 
plied,  What  I  have  written  ftiall  ftand  without  any  al¬ 
teration* 

23  Now  the  foldiets  having  ft  ripped  Jefus  of  his 
clothes  again,  when  they  came  to  fallen  him  to  the 
crofs,  took  them  as  their  Own  perquifite,  and,  while 
they  were  watching  him,  diverted  thCmfelves  with  di¬ 
viding  the  fpoil  j  the  bulk  of  his  clothes  they  laid  in 
four  parcels,  of  which  every  foldter  had  one,  there  be¬ 
ing  only  four  of  them  .that  were  immediately  employ¬ 
ed  iu  crucifying  him  :  But  as  bis  upper-garment  was 
without  any. Team,  being  woven  or  knit  all  in  one  piece 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom  j 

24  They  tberefore  faid  one  to  another.  Do  not  let 

Vet.  If,  +  h  II  us 
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tu  not  icnt  ir,  bnt  u6  divide  this  coat  into  four  parts,  which  would  utter- 
“/*  fla*f  i»Si  t-  If  *l  i  89  oft  lots,  to  determine  which  of 

that  the  icriptnrc  ■  us  mall  have  the  whole*  This  they  accordingly  did,  God 
might  be  fulfilled,  fo  ordering  it  in  hit  providence,  that,  contrary  to  their 
r*lthliT.1*^  defign  or  knowledge,  •  a  remarkable  prophecy  of  the 
smongThem,  and  Media  h  might  be  I  id  filled  in  this-  very  cir  cum  fiance. 
For  my  vcftute  where  it  is  faid,  {P/a!,  xxii.  1 8.')  They  parted  my  gar- 

ioTZ  Theft things  tntats  among  the* n,  and cafi  ktt  upon  my  vefiure :  Hence 
thcraforcthc  folds-  1 1  was  that  the  foidters  were  iecretly,  influenced  to  do 
cn  dij.  tbefe  things,,  relating  to  Chad's  clothes. 

*5  Now  time  2$ .  And,  (*)  while  Jefus  hung  upon  the  crafs,  feve- 

of°jlfbI  hit^no^  ra*  pious  women  flood  near  it,  particularly  his  own 
tber,  and  hi,  mo-  mother,  after  the  fie  fit ;  and  her  Siler,  Mary,  who  was 
ther*,  iitter,Mary  the  wife  of  Clropbat  *  5  and  Mary  Magdalene,  out  of 

phaTfand  Mm?  *.i,oro  he  bad  call  fovea  devils.  Thefe  having  a  touch- 

ing  and  aife£tionatc  concern  for  him,  ventured  to  get 
as  near  as  they  could,  to  behold  with  weeping  eyes,  and 
lament  with  aching  hearts,  the  difmal  tragedy,  which 
was  like  a  /ward  piercing  through  hit  mother's  foul.  ( Lake 

•i*  35*)  . 

as  when  Jcfii,  26  Jefus  therefore  calling  his  eye  upon  his  dear  mo- 

££■  /“j  "j*  ther,  Mary ,  as  (he  was  Handing  by  the  crofs,  together 
diittple’  (landing  with  that  difciple  whom  be  had  all  along  diftinguifiicd 
by  whom  he  lo-  by  the  Doft  familiar  tokens  of  his  love,  tenderly  re* 

hu  mother^  wo"  commended  her  to.  his  fpecial  regards:  And  this  he  did 
mu,  behold  thy  in  fuch  a  prodent  manner,  as  might  foften  her  grief, 
ftui*  and  not  expofe  her  to  the  obfer ration  and  fury  of  his  <- 

ncmies,  as  one  fo  nearly  a-Hn  to  himfelf ;  and  as 
might  intimate,  that  her  relation  to  him,  according  to 
the  flelh,  was  then  expiring,  and  that  he  died  under  a 
higher  charader,  than  that  of  her  ion,  faying  to  her, 
and  at  the  fame  time  turning  his  head,  and  looking  to¬ 
ward  that  difciple.  Woman,  obferve  the  man,  who  will 
take  care  of  you,  and  pay  the  duty,  honour,  and  af¬ 
fection  of  a  ion  to  you. 

e  17. Then  he  fpoke  to  that  difciple,  faying  to  him, 

BehoU  ihy  mo.  turning  hts  head  again  toward  her,  Behold  your 
ibex.  Ami  from  mother,  whom  I  commit  to  your  filial  reverence,  care, 

*lua  and  kindnds,  as  if  Ihe  had  bore  you  in  her  own  body  f ; 

And 


NOTES. 

*  Jrf#,  the  writer  of  this  Gofpel,  wu  alfo  of  filial  love  Mil  duty,  in  putting  her  UDiirr 

(lauding  with  them,  as  tppun  from  the  the  care  of  the  apoftlc  to  provide  I'm 
Mil  rtift ;  hut  out  of  modefty  did  Rot  fay  her;  who,  though  he,  lilt  the  reft  of  the 
it  was  bimfelf :  And  Mary,  who  was  of  Cft-  apolHes,  baA  quitted  all  his  bnfinds  and  af- 
tfbas,  (mi **  »  t j  KxujVa)  is  thought  by  Aits  in  life  to  follow  Chrift,  might  never- 
ibmc  to  have  been,  uot  the  wife,  but  the  theU&  retain  hi)  piopcity  in  wbat  he  had 
daughter  of  CUofhat.  before  he  left  off  trade,  or  in  what  his  father 

*  Net  husband  Jeftph  war  probably  by  Ztbedet  had  afterwards  Riven  bias.  But  it  is 
this  time  dead:  And  Jefus,  who  had  taken  uncertain  where  1m dwelt,  »nlhn» Una. M-,-. 
care  of  her  hitherto,  having  none  of  this  rj  lived  with  him,. 

vothi’s  goods  to  leave  her,  gave  an  example 


Ch.  xlx* 

that  hopr  tbit  dl£ 
triple  lock  her  un- 
w  hU  own  Aoau* 


iB  After  thfrjje* 
fa*  knowing  um 
ilt  thing*  were 
now  accwnpliftL* 
cdt  that  the  iuTip- 

tuit  might  he  Fiil* 
filled  ,  faith  >  1 
thirl  h 


19  Kow  tbde 
TO$fttawftelfaU 
of  vinegar  i 
theyfiUHaTpungc . 
with  vinegar,  and 
put  it  upon  bjr^ 
fopt  ittd  put  it  t9 
bu  mouth* 
jo  When  Jdb» 

therefore  had  re* 

cefred  A*  vine* 
ear*  he  Grid,  It  is 
fimihcd  >  and  he 
bowed  his  head, 
and  give  op  the 
ghoft. 


The.  Jfrhttgrlifl  John  parapbrafaL  48} 

4 

And  thatdifciple  ww  fo  affefted  with  thefr  words,  that, 
in  love  and  obedience  to  bis  Lord*  be,  from  that  lime 
forward,  took  her  into -his  own  houfe  and  family*  aad 
treated  her  with  all  the  refpeft  due  to  a  pare  nr* 

. ill* After .  this,  Jcfos  knowing  that,  according  to 
eternal  agreements  berweeo  the  Father  and  him,  and 
according  to  antient  prophecies  concerning  him,  every 
thing  r*Ttkt*t}  was  juft  upon  the  point  of  being 
pcrte&ly  accompli  (bed,  to  the  full  fatisfa&ion  of  divine 
juft  Let  j  he  faid,  as  well  he  might,  confidering  what  a 
fever  he  was  in,  thief  fatigue,  pain,  and  auguifli,  *  I 
am  gricvoully  a*tbirft* 

ap  Now  there  was,  near  at  hand  f,  a  ve(Td  full  of 
vinegar  j  and  the  foldiers,  tilling  a  fpunge  with  that 
liquor,  fhtek  it  upon  the  top  of  a  reed*  or  long  l\z\k  of 
by  flop,  and  lifted  it  Up  to  his  mduth,  that  he  might  fuck  it* 
30  When  therefore  Jefus  had  tatted  the  vinegar,  in 
accompliftraent  of  a  prophecy  relating  to  bis  hit  mo* 
menu,  [Pfahn  latx.  11.)  he  hid,  to  the  honour  of  hfa 
Father,  the  confution  of  devils,  the  joy  of  flints,  and  hia 
own  triumph.  Now  all  is  over,  and  done  to  perfection : 
{rtrixifw}  the  great  counfel  of  God  my  Father,  my  en* 
gagetnents  to  him,  the  types  and  prophecies  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  relating  to  the  work  of  redemption,  and  the 
full  meafure  of  my  lufferings  according  to  all  tftefe,  are 
now  accompliftied  tofne  utmoft*  the  ceremonial  law  ta 
fulfilled  and  abo  lifted  $  the  moral  law  is  fat  is  tied  and 


magnified  %  and  end  is  made  of  tin ;  an  everlafting  righ» 
teoufnefe  U  Wought  in  ;  the  covenant  of  grace  is  fully 
confirmed  ;  the  foundation  of  the  church  is  completed  j 
God  is  glorified  %  all  the  powers  of  darknefs  are  van quj fil¬ 
ed  j  and  the  whole  work,  which  my  Father  gave  me  to 
do  upon 'earth,  is  finished:  And,  having  fpoke  in  this 
manner,  he,  to  fhew  his  wiltingnefs  to  die,  immedi-* 
ately  bowed  down  his  bead,  and  breathed  our  his  holy 
foul,  faying,  with  faith  and  fervour,  and  with. a  land 
voice,  Fatbrr,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my  fpirit*  ( Luks 
liiiu  4 6*  fee  the  note  on  Mattb.  xxrii*  50*) 


NOTES. 


3!  Then 


fc  The  rcaiort  of  ottr  Lord.**  faying  this, 
was  not  from  any  murmuring  temptnioi  of 
J,is  fu ffcring* ;  but  to  evidence  that  tins  moft 
minute  circumfhnecs,  which  the  ibripiure 
had  foretold  of  the  Mcflwl>t  were  f dialled 
in  him,  aS  parueularly  Lu  Ffaim  Jtxii.  15-  nttd 
Uix.  »i,  Afr  lUgut  dcavtib  iff  my  jam  ;  and 

Jjj  mj  ibirft  iheygQVt  mt  tod tgar  iff 

|  Vtnt^ir,  mixed  wish  water#  ii  £iid  to 
L*ve  been  the  drink  of  tlic  iblditrs ; 

ft  vcfli'Uf  vine**  Alight  bs  ftr  I»r 

K 


their  nie,  u  they  ffiould  have  for  1:, 

while,  they  were  at  lending  the  crxifiiifli  t 
This  fopr  liquid  ilifv  jenve  to  CbHi^,  in1tcj:l 
of  a  cordial  or  a  conlinjf  draught  ;  Ait  l  tiv:r 
by  flop,  tike  ibtir  aiuffunkrc^  kinyol'  itiu  )t 
larger  growth  than  our*#  might  a  [lin'd  a  ltaUt 
long  enough  to  reach  up  to  his  mo-nh,  tt  hs 
Jioog  b|wn  the  croii ;  or  a  Jjiunp  it:Ji  i-f 
vinegar  might  be  flu^k  oa  the  u-p  o;  f.>n  * 
other  roed#  la  the  niirHlci  a  bunch  ci 'by  tup* 

*1  * 


31  The  Jew* 
therefore,  becaufe 
it  waitbe  prepara¬ 
tion,  that  the  bo¬ 
dies  fhould  eh>i  re¬ 
main  upon  the 
erois  on  the  Tab* 
bath-day  »  (far 
that  fiLbath-day 
was  an  high  day,) 
be  fought  Pilate 
that  their  legs 

might  be  broken* 

and  that  they 

might  betaken  ^ 

W4JT* 


Tit  EvangeRfi  John  parapbrsfidi:  Ch.iix* 

I 

31  Then  ('"’)  the  Jews,  wejit,  and  intreated  Pilate 
to  give  orders  (or  the  legs  of  ibe  three  crucified  men  u> 
he  broken,  that  they  might  be  the  more  effe£fctn%  dif- 
patched)  and  that  thereapoivcbeir  bodies- might  be  taken 
down  from  the.  crofs  before  the  fabbath becaufe  the 
day  on  w  hich  they  were  crucified  was  the  day  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  extraordinary  fabbath  of  peculiar  Solem¬ 
nity,  it  beingmtbe  paflbver-week:  And  thefe  hypocrites 
pretended  to  bare  &  high  a  veneration  for  this-  fabbath, 
as  nor  to  he  able  to  bear  the  thoughts  of  its  being  defiled 
and  difgraced,  by  the  crucified  bodies-  continuing  to 
hang  upon  the  crofs*  and  .being  expofed  -to  public  view 
on  that  day  ;  though,  urftead  of  making  due  preparation 
for  it,  they  had  been  in  the  vileft  manner  imbruing  their 
bauds  in  the  moil  innocent  and  noble  blood  that  ever 


H 


31  Then  came 
tbe  fbldicri,  ind 
brake  the  leg*  of 
the  (iijl^nH  of  tbe 
other  which  w» 
crucified  with  him, 

ll  Bi:t  when 
they  Udic  to  Je- 
fu$,  and  (iw  that 
he  wis  dead  atm* 
dy,  they  brake  hoc 
his  legs. 

34  Hut  one  of 
the*  ibMicn  with 
afpear  pierced  bis 
fide  ,  and  for: It* 
with  came  there 
out  blood  and  wa¬ 
ter. 


3$  And  he  that 
it  bare  record ; 
krid  hU-  record 
h  true  z  and  he 
knoweth 


was  (bed.- 

32  Accordingly^  PitaU  9XW  gratifying  tfem  fo  far 
as  to  comply  with  this  requeft,  fome  of  the  foldier* 
came*  and  broke  the  legs  of  both,  the  male fadors  that 
were  crucified  with  our  Lord*  there  being  fymptoms  of 
remaining  life  in  them* 

3  j  Bat  when  they  came  op  to  Jefus*  with  2  defign 
of  doing  the  like  to.  him,  as  {**)>  they  plainly  faw  that 
he  was  certainly  dead  already,  they  forbore  breaking 
histegR).  there  being  no  occaGon  for  it* 

34  But,  to  put  the  matter  part  all  difputewith  others* 
as  well  as  themfelvesi  and  to  fhew  their  fpite  at  him*  as 
well  as  to  make  fure  of  his  death  in  the  moft  effectual 
maimer*-  one  of  the  foldiers  tbruft  a  [pear  into  his  fide  j 
and  immediately  there  ran  out  of  the  wound  *'bo:h- 
blood  amt  water*  ib  diftinfUy,  as, to  be  cafily  difcemcd 
by  their  different  colours. 

35  And  the  writer  jof  this  Gofpd,  who  was  an  eye- 
witnefe*  took  very  particular  notice  of  it,  as  a  remark* 
able  ctrcumilance*  which  not  outy  proved  that  Jefus 
was  really  dead*  but  like  wife  (as  be  afterwards  knew) 
carried  an  intimation  of  the  justifying  aod  fan£ttfyiug 
virtue  of  his  death;,  and  this  biftorianVrccord  is  faith¬ 


ful  and  true ;  Yea*  he  being  not  only  an  eyowitnefs  of 


w  0 

*  How  far  the  fpesr  entered  GhnlPs  body, 
and  whether  it  (truck  imo  the  caTity  of  the 
breaft,  or  into  the  pericardium,  and  let  out 
the  licpfid,  in  which  the  heart  fwiors  there; 
or  whether  it  pierced  the  heart  itfelf,  has  been 
variably  conjraured  i  and  podfoly  k  may 
Ire  dirtiest  to  account  far  this  diftina  flow  of 

blood  and  water,  upon  the  principles  of  ana¬ 
tomy,  Hut  ii  wag  an  evident  proof  that  Je- 
iuf  wu  really  dead  ;  and  there  was  fomethiug 
extraordinary  and  my(Uriou$,  if  not  nail*-1 


T  E* 

culout,  in  this  ditvmlhncc  of'  hw  doth, 
fine*  the  Zvange  lifV  here  Eakd  futh  particu¬ 
lar  notice  of  it,  and  lays  ftjcK  w«[£he  upon 
the  tnnh  of  bU  record  abo&t  it*  (ivr.  35.) 

and  refers  to  it,  (i  John  v.  tf,  8*)  an  a  mat- 
ter-of  great  importance,  faying  This  rj  ^ 
that  Carte  by  water  ntd  bM^  even  Jtfits  0>rid9 

mt  bt  voter  onfyj  but  by  water  ami  blood,  Aod 
thou  are  three  that  hear  t aituefi  On  earthy  the 

fftriti  and  the  water and  ihtktoody  and  fLjt 
tern  agree  \n  oce* 


Ck.  ns., 

kiMmeth  that  lie 
ch  ttut,  that  yc 
might  believe,  - 


Tie  Ev'mgdffi 


4*5 


3*  Pot  thefe 

things  iMredontf 
-that  the  frriprurc 
ihoutd  be  fuL  filled  t 
A  bone  of  him 
(halt  not  be  fro* 
ten-. 


* 


37  AnA  again 
mother  CdfAuit 
faith,  They  flidl 
look  onhtm  *hoin  ■ 
the?  pierced- 

38  And  alter 
this,  Jdfeph  of  A* 
rimuhea  (being  a 
difdpit  of  JeJna, 
but  fceretl y  for 
fear  of  the  Jews,) 
bci'iu  ght  Pitaic 
thatbe  mistake 
away  the  body  of 
Jdiu:  andVUart 

gave  hinj  leave- 
lie  cine  therc- 
fo«j  and  took  rhe 
body  of  Jefus* 

30  And  there 
e  a!  To  Nicode- 
cnu«,  (which  at 
the  Cm  .came  to 
JefiiS  by  eight,) 
and  brought  a 
mixtortof  myrrh 
and  aloes,  about  so 
hundred  pound 


it*  hut'  being likewift  under  the  conduA  of  the  Spirit 
of  truth,  is  folly  aifured  that  his  fenfes  did  not  deceive 
him  ;  hut  that  what  he  here  commits  to  writing  is  in* 
fallibly  true,  which  he  declares,  (»*)  to  the  end  that  yc, 
to  whom  this  teftrmony  ftiall  come,.  in  every  age,  may  ' 
believe  in  JefiiS;  as  the  true  Meffiah,  who  died  and  role 
again  for  cJeanfing  from  the  guilt  and  defilement  of  fin, 
by  his  blood  and  fpirit,  through  faith  in  him, 

,  3^  For  how  trivial  Joever  the  circumstance  s  of  net 
breaking  his  legs,  and  of  piercing  him  with  a  fpear, 
may  teem  to  be  ;  they  were  ordered  by  Providence,  that 
two  different  predi&tons  of  the  Mtfiiah  might  be  litfe- 
rally  fulfilled  in  him  :  One  is,  what  God  commanded 
about  the  pafcbal  lamb,  which  was  an  emmem  type  of  < 
Chrift,  {i  for.  v-  y.}  faying,  *  Not  a  bout  of  it Jhdil  it 
broken*  xii.  46,) 

37  And  the  other  is,  what  the  Icr-ipmre  fayv  with  a 

plain  reference  tOvhim,  (Zech*  xti.  jo,)  They  jha.ll  look 
on  him  whom  they  have  pierced* 

38  And, after  it  appeared  that  Jefus  was  really  -dead, 
Jofipb  of  jirimathea^  -that  honourable  counfclior/^fcc 
the  note  on  Luke  xxiiu  50*  51.)  who  was  in  heart  wdl 
.  affc&ed  toward  him,  and  a  believer -in  him,  though  hi¬ 
therto  he  had  not  ventured  to  make  an  open  profeflioa 
of  it*  for  fear  of  furring  reproaches  and  injuries  from 
the  Jewee  This  jofepb*  1  fay,  being  a  man  of  figure 
and  inters  ft,  now  took  courage,  and  going  to  Pilate* 
begged  a  warrant  for  empowering  him  to  take  down  the 
body  of  Jefus,  and  to  have  the  difpote!  of  it;  and  Pi- 
late  granted  his  requeft,  who  accordingly  went,  and 
took  the  body  down  from  she  crofs,  that  be  might  give 
it  an  honourable  burial. 

3 9  These  came  likewife  Nitodemus*  who  was  alfo  a 
ruler  of  the  Jew;,  and  a  member  of  their  great  coun¬ 
cil,  and  who  tud  formerly  gone  to  Jefus  in  private  by 
night,  for  tetUfa&ion  about  his  doQrineandcharafier, 
(chap*  iii*  1,  2*  and  vii.  50,} ;  and  he  being  a  rich  man, 
and  hiving  got  more  courage  now  than  before,  brought 
a  grear  quantity,  about  an  hundred  pound  weight,  of  a 
fine  embalming  mixture,  competed  chit:  fly -of  mynli 
and  aloes,  for  his  funcraL 


N  O 

*  Though  God  is  fewrign  in  hi*  inftltu* 

Lons,  and  hii  bare  command  k  a  fiffirient 
obligation  to  obferve  tjim ;  yet  as  be  ap* 
pointed  (frail  to  cal  the  pafioYtr,  with  their 
liim  yirdrf  Mr  fines  on  lheir\  feet,  ami  their 
fMjf  in  Mr  band ;  and  they  were,  in  that 
manner,  to  «/ it  k  bafic,  hc<<*jz  Utc/is  the 
Lara's  puffivert  (flrflrf,  xit  ti.)  To  hi*  com* 
r.jj-d  tLiit  u  bone  of  tie  palchti  Utah  fbcrJd 


40  Thefe 

T  H. 

not  be  hroken,  as  veil  as  tbdr  eating  on* 
kavrned  brad  might  likewife  be  Hcfi|jne(i 
to  keep  up  a  memorial  of  the  hatte  with 
which  God  delivered  them,  aixi,  us  fame 
have  tbwjjjhtj  might  pllijjiy  pnfi^uc  the 
ftrrn^h  hgnified  hy  imlirrktn  bone*  is'itU 
which  Chrift  our  pafevet  wrvm^ht  filvatiefl, 
hy  his  being  ciucUjcU  fur  US.  Vt*L  JLajpjHjiff 
jtir. 


483 


rb*  EvangfUJt  Jonh  p** 


Cb.  xix. 


4it  T*h«  toqk 

they  ibe  body  <*t' 
Jefas,  and  wound 
it  Infirm  eb»ihcs,‘ 
wjth  th£  Jpif*st  *>f 

tlieiuaunO'ot  ll^c 

J*«i  &  to  bury. 


4t  .Not  In  the 
pj*rc  where  h< 
ViiCracincdihfl^ 
visa  JT1  Men;  and 
In  the  gil-den  * 
nev  feputcHrc f 
^Ik'u)  w^s  neycr 
sup  yet  laid* 


*  4V  There  l-**d 
they  Jefiis  i  here¬ 
to**, Vrsufe  '*f the 
J«wt  preparation- 
iw,  for  the  fwih 

chre  w!if  i;igh 

hind. 


40  Thefe  two  perfona  therefore,  (")  yho  were  fo 
remarkable  for  their  high  tank  and.Aation,  apd  lor 
their  former  cowardice  and  weak iiefa  of  nitn,  joined 
together  in  tcitiffing  thpir  affeOion  and  refped  toChntt, 
bf  taking  down  bis  body  from  the  profe,  and  wrapping 
it  w  with  Unen  clothes,  and  with  prefervaiiye,  as  well 
as  fragrant  (pices,  according  to  the  JrwiJb  cam®™ 
burying  perfoiis  of  reputation . and  eminence  whole 
bodies  did  not  nfe  to  bo  etpbowelkd,  hut  perfwped  and 

embalmed.  ...  , 

4t  Now  there  was  a  garden  near  that  fpot  of  ground 

where  Jefos  was  a  pci  Bed  ;  ahd^as,  among  tbe  J*w % 

great  men  often  built  fepplchres  in  their  gardens,  which 

might  remind  them  of  their  own  mortality,  amidft  the 

delights  of  life,  and  might  affift  their  meditations  and 

hopes  of  their  dead  bodies  rifiog  again,  like  the  Jpriojj- 

ing  of  plants  and  flowers  out  of  the  earth :  So  in  this 

garden  had  a  new  tomb  hewn  out  of  a  rock, 

(Mat.  xxvi*.  (So.)  in  which  no  one  bad  ever  been  buried 

before.  {See  the  note  on  cfap-  xi.  38.) 

42  In  this  fepulchre  therefore,  becaufe  it  was  fo  very 
near,  they  interred  the  body  of  Jefus  for  the  quicker 
difpatch,  it  being  a  folemn  day  of  preparation  for  the 
paflbtrer-fabbath  among  the  Jews  1  And  Providence 
fo  over- ruled  thefe  tircumfUnces,  that  though  be  died 

^  pOdr^  *■*  nrv  kiirtmtf.nliK1^  nf  hlfl  fbVIl  1  VCt 


u*  made  his  grave  wto  the  rteb  in  bis  death  %  in  ac- 
compliihment  of  a  prophefy  concerning  him,  {Jfa% 

liii.  p.) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

\Vhat  ftruggks  arc  there  in  carnal  hearts,  bet  wren  coovidions  of  confcicncc 
ami  frcuUr  iturrefts,  the  fear  of  pod  andthefeaT  of  man;  and  how  dreadfully 
prevalent  is  me  corruption  of  nature,  which  bean  down  all  religion,  truth,  and 
jnJtice,  aa  it  did  in  Pifate  !  But  how  fhocking  mult  their  Gu  be,  which  is  com¬ 
mitted  with  tliil  higher  aggravations*  as  the  cafe  was  with  tbe  Jews!  With  what 
outrage,  indignity,  and  barbarity  was  the  great  )fi«g  of  l/raclvkdt  when  they 

if]  him*  crufif]  him%  and  their  unrighteous  demand  was  fulfilled 
ftancc  of  contenmt  and  horror,  even  to  the  ignominious  and 

”8 


rm>i 

painful  death  of  the  croft !  Behold  the  man,  who  endured  the  croft  and  defpifed 


For  whofc  fate  then  did  he  freely  undergo  all  this,  but  for  his  peopled,  in  the 
jrreatuefe  of  his  love  to  them  ?  He  was  talfely  accufed,  that  they  might  he  bo- 

_ I  i  _  * .  x  i  t_  '  j  t  _ a  r  _  t  _  r  %■  .  i_  u  r  *  tL  t  "  i_  _  v 


as  «v  vju  .  -wdv  tuauemneu,  mat  mey 

plight  be  juftifkd :  he  carried  his  omi  crofs,  and  was  crucified  upon  it.  that  he 

might 


K  O 

*  *V*  Oo  and  dtiih  commenced  in  a  gar¬ 
den*  the  tofiqiicrof  (it  hoih  rofc  and  irfitui* 
jphed  ortr  them  in  a  HXr  pbee;  arM  ChriJVs 


T  E- 

rjfmg  from  a  mw  tomb  might  he  an  tmblrn 
of  his  finftifjinjj  the  grave,  as  the  futf-frltit 
of  them  that  deep  in  jtius. 
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mtghtbttr  thrir  and  farrows*  and  the  curfe  due  to  them,  and  that  they 
mipbt  tske  up  their  crcA  aod  foltow  him;  be  was  numbered  with  tranfgncf* 
fork,  that  they  might  be  numbered  witti  the  righteous;  he  had  vinegar  to  drink, 
that  they  might  pledge  him  in  a  cup  of  fklvation,  joy,  and  piaife;  he  bowed  the 
bead,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft,  that they  might  be  exalted*  and  live  for  ever ;  he 
was  buried  in  the  grave,  that  he  might  fan&ify  tt  for  them ;  he  ft  ni  toed  the 
whole  work  of  their  redemptioOf  that  no  demands  of  fat  Ufa  A  ion  to  juftice 
might  be  made  upon  them;  and  the  benefit  of  a fl  this  extends  to  Gnners  of 
the  Gentiles,  Roman j%  and  Greth*  as  well  as  Jtws*  His  enemies  could 
have  had  no  power  againft  him,  without  his  Father's  appointment,  and  his 
own  free  content*  but  many  prophecies  were  hereby  fulfilled  in  him,  and 
.the  tiUe,wbich  Pilau  ordered,  as  if  if  were  a  di (grace,  owned  him  to  be 
the  Mcffiah,'  the  King'  With,  what  holy  confidence  and  joy  may  believers 
now  behold  their  King!  And  how  worthy  is  he  of  their  imitation,  in  Ha 
roeekne&i  patiehce,  aod  holy  fortitude  under  all  his  fufic rings,  in  his  filial 
care  . of  bis*  mother  after  the  ffctor  aud  io  his  refignation  and  faith,  whereby 
he  committed  Hs  departing '  find  into  his  heavenly  Father's  hand !  And  how 
can  he  embolden  the  moffc  timorous  of  his  difciples  to  own  him  inlfic  worth 
of  timeii  His  crucifixion  is  recorded  by  a  faithful  eye-wltnefs,  that  we  might 
believe,  and  be  partakers  of  the  virtue  of  HU  death,  as  fignified  by  the  wa¬ 
ter  and  blood,  which  proceeded  from  his  wounds,  for  the  remiffion  of  our 
fins,  and  dcanfing  us  from  ail  u  n  right  eoufoefa, 


C  H  A  JP,  XX. 

1  j  - ,  ■ 

715/  refur retlion  ef  Chri/l  is  proved  by  his  body  s  not  being  found  in  the 
fepulchre,  and  the  grave -clothes  lying  in  good  order  there,  T , — ro. 
By  two  angels  appealing  to  Mary  Magdalene  at  the  fepulchre ,  1 1 , 
—13.  By  ChriJP tofon  appearing  to  ker,  14, — f8.  By  bit  appear¬ 
ing  that  evening  to  all  the  apeftles,  except  Thomas,  19,-25.  And 
by  bit  appearing  to  them  again  that  day  f even-night,  Thomas  being 
then  with  them,  26/ — 3  *• 


Text. 

'V’flK  Aril  icy  o£ 
*  the  wceck  co* 
metb  Mary  Mag* 
dalene  ,  early  , 
wji co  it  was  y*t 
dark,  vo to  the  &» 
pulrftr^aud  Teeth 
the  (lone  taken' a- 
way  from  the  fo> 
pulehrc. 


a  Then  (he  run¬ 
neth,  and  Cometh 

m  Simon  Peter, 
and  to  the  other 
diJciplewhoBn  Je* 

fotlovcd  d  Tut  b 
DJifiDElrciu,  They 


PARAPHRASE. 

/"\N  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  after  the  fabbath  was 
^  o?er,  (fee  the  note  on  Mctih.  xxviii.  ,1,)  Mary 
Magdalene,  with  fome  other  women,  in  the  fervour  of 
their  zeal,  and  that  they  might  the  better  pafs  along 
undiscovered,  fet  out  early  in  the  morning,  before  it 
was  quite  day,  and  got  to  Chi-jit's  fepulchre  by  fun- 
riGng,  (Mark  xvi.  2.)  in  order  to  a  further  embalment 
of  his  body;  and,  at  their  arrival,  they  found  the  great 
Gone  was  removed,  which,  while  they  were  looking 
on,  Jqfepb  of  Arimatbea  had  laid  at  the  mouth  of  the 
tomb  the  day  before  the  fabbarh,  (Matth.  xxvii.  60,  6t.) 

2  Hereupon  (he,  with  the  reft  of  the  women,  look¬ 
ing  into  the  fepulchre,  miffed  the  body  of  Jefus,  but 
faw  two  angels,  who  told  them  that  he  was  not  there, 
but  was  rifen : .  ( Luke  niv.  3 6.  fee  the  note  there.) 
Then  they,  full  of  wonder,  fear,  and  joy,  h  aliened  »- 
.way  to  the  apoftles  ;  and  Mary,  {peaking  particularly 
to  Peter  and  Joint,  the  beloved  difciple,  laid  10  them, 

We 
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have  ulpq  r**Y 
,the  Lord  out  of 
Utc  (cpuldirtfiod 
ve  knew  t  j  »*  where 
they  ha  ye  laid 

him*  1  ' 


9  Peter  there* 
fore  went  forth, 
and  that  ot  herd  if- 
dpk ,  and  came 
to  the  (cpulcbrr. 


W«  have  been  at  the  ftpuldtp?*  and i  inftead  of  finding 
the  bodp  of  the  Lord  Jefirc,  were  for  prised  with  feme- 
thing  1i|te  an  appearance  of  angels,  who  told  os  he  wat 
rifen ;  (Lake  my,  4,-^9.  Bat,  aU*  1  we  fufpeS  the 
vifion,  and  ore  ready  to  believe  that,  either  fame  of  bis 
enemies  in  fpite  to  him,,  or  feme  of  his  friends,  with 
a  kind  defign  of  ca|f>BK  his  body  >nl°  *hcir  cuftody, 
have  removed  it  to  (bnie  qther. place,  we  know  not 
where  * 

3  Peter  and  jithn,  being  ft  a  r  tied  at  this  ntiexpe&ed 
and  amazing  acconat,  immedidtely  ran  to.  the  fepolcbrt, 
that  they  might  fw  how  things  flood  there,  and-thac, 
in  an  affair  of  fucii  vaft  impoitanpe,  they  might  judge 
for  tbemfelves.  *  ; 

*  ■  4S0 


N  O 

*  Ovx  t**  ve  Jwmt  net  v>btret  in 

the  plural  number,  intimates  thtt  ihe  other 
women  were  with  Maty  tt  the  fq»ldire  tt 
leaft,  tow  that  the  body  of  jdu(  wa*  r^- 
mond,  before  ftver  vmt  VV  the  apoftlcs ;  ft 
wa$  likewife  upon  dicir  telling  what  (hey  hod 
ften,  and  what  the  sngds  bfd  'faifl,  that  Pfc- 
I;/  *ot  tip  and  ran  to  tht  feptjlehrp:  (Lxt t 
jixto.  p, — '-***  13/14*}  And  vt  need  not 
much  wonder  ihat^ootwjrMhndmg  all  this, 
the  women*  under  ftrong  prejudices', 
fear*,  and  unbelief,  fufpefted  the  body  of 
JrfiiMo  have  been  removed  by  the  hands  of 
men;  finre  uw  are  aflured  that  Ma ryt  after 
Hie  had  ken  the  angds,  cxpre&d  hcnclf  in 

the  lime  manner  to  them',  wr.  ii,  13.  of 
this  chapter*  Tt  is  indeed  very  difficult  to 
fettle  the  account  of  this  part  of  the  Jiiftory, 
in  its  proper  conneflion  with  wbt  h  laid  by 
the  other  Evangel:!  Is,  put,  ppo«  carefully 
eoinpaiin^  them  together,  U  Teems  to  me, 
ib*t  there  were  two  appearances  of  the  in- 
gels  to  the  women;  and  that  Mark  and  Luke 
J^wk  only  of  the  Jffre,  wbilft  Matthntr  and 

yd*  u  -ificr  mentioning  the  womens  coming 
t.>  tlw*  ft jjylfSfe,  and  finding  it  open,  with 
l wine  other  circumiltnco^  paft  on  to  the  fc* 
i'Otii*:  tor  aVlcrt  ivj*  5*  and  Lnit  Xjjv,<  », 
ipeJt  <■[  *he  womens  eatfriqg  bite  the  fcpul* 
cii*-e  :  , '  Msttb-  xsylii.  5*  and  our  Kvaa- 


ghlUf,  7<r  1  r,  repwtut  Maty  a*  ftattt&Bg 
-W'i  -V// :  Mxitifi- tv  Jay*  fiotbiiig  'about  the  an* 
pel"*  met! p+iiicubrly  to  Pftrr  /  whereas 
Mark  kvl  7^xprcfsJy  mentions  it  5  aod  Leh 
Xkir*  ii*  fiiy^  that,  upon  delivering  thdr 
mefiagt,  Peter  ran  to  the  Tcpukhre;  and  oar 
JCuangeltfl  f  peaks  of  tilt*  u  having  been 
fcef ’'tc  Mary  law  the  angtls  here  mentioned, 
yi'r,  it  it,  AgJru  Mari  xvi.  8.  fays  the 

women  fied  /raw  tie  jefttfrire*  trcmbUd  and 
like  nfrlofts  If mfii  d  at  the  light,  as 
<hk;  ikvgii^  rOi'onahiy1  expect  them  to  be  at 
the  anjvTf  fsviT  appear  tog  again,  and  fptak- 

lx  them ;  but  Mf/itL  xxviiL  B.  tells  us. 


T  .E, 

thy  dtpmti  -with  fm  dsd  grtdl  jy,  whiefc 
tntJtmrc  of  .pajlions  very  wdHmfa  the  tap¬ 
per  they  might  be  fappoftd  to  be  In-  at  the 
angtls  appearing  again,  and  repeating  theit 
former  ckcl^faEibn.  Bat  that  wbkh  Teems 
to  determine  the  point  U,  that  Mattb* 
jt£viii.  9,  fays,  At  the  women  went  to  deli* 

,  yet  the  angel!*  mctfsge  to  the  difdplct*  Tr/kf 
1  vet  fV«  ;  add  yet  it  'appears  from  all  tlie 
'other  Ewigdilfa,  that  >u>nc  Of  them  had 
fecit  hjm,  whep  they  went  with  thir  firfl 
Ttwflage  to  the  apoftbs ;  But  it  t*  evident  Uoo\ 

*  our  Eyaogelift,  In  this  chapter^  w,  u,- iB* 
that  Mary  A*  him  immediately  after  the  vi- 
f|on  of  angrls  there  mentioned,  and  then 
went  to  the  apofHes  agata  to  make  her  report 
of  u ;  and,  u  appears  from  Matlk , 

5  ~ ^  1 1\  the  other  women,  immediately 
after  the  vtfion  there  recorded,  4a w  Jefus* 
which  was  cither  m  company  with  Mary* 

,  or  foon  afterwards  by  thcmfdvcs;  and  theo 
they  wenp  forward  with  the  like  tidings  to 
thcapoft|es.  This  appears  to  me  lo  be  the 
moft  :  natural  account  of  thefe  things,  and 
takes  ftfT  the  qf  reconciling  all  ihe 

Er^ngtlifts  together,  beyond  any  thing  I 
have  met  with,  either  in  the  harmonifts,  or 
QiJicf  expositors,  (hat  have  come  within  my 
notice*  But  as  1  bad  not  fallen  upon  this 
thought,  lifl  after  the  Paraph  raft  on  Maltbra 
was'  printed,  I  hope  T  what  Jfrrle  dtlagree- 
mo)(  with  this  fchetne  may  be  found  there, 
will  he  fieufcd  by  the  readet,— Some  fup- 
pofc  that  the  tiap-atlve  fretp  the  begipning 
of  this  chapter  to  vtr*  1 8*  «  of  faiU  entire¬ 
ly  new;  bat  others  take  them  to  lie  moft- 
Jy  di<wrent  cirrum fiances  of  the  fame  faOi, 
and  that  Mary  MagMtnt  only  is  menti¬ 
oned,  bccaulc  The  was  the  moft*  remarkable 
icaJoiis,  and  a&rc  wotnan,  and  the  princi¬ 
pal  fpeaker  in  che  Whtdcof  1  his  affair;  an^ 
!  have  chub  to  icpreftnt  ilia  «  coafift- 
^ney  with  the  jaft  of  rhefe  views*  at  ieaft 
till  wc  come  to  w«  n* 


ch. 
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4  So*  they  no 
both  together  land 
the  other  tHfctpfc 
did  ontrpo  Pao-f 
and  came  fbft  10 

k  J  Tr  J 

ine  fcpnkbrt* 


jAndbeftoop- 
ingdoWDjOftJ/pci* 
kim£  in,  faw  the  I)- 

□en  clothes  iylng; 
yn  went  1w  ttoc 

in* 


dTbeactyneth 
film  on  Peter  fol<- 
lowing  %iin»  and 
went  into  the  ifc- 
putchrc,  sad  Teeth 
the  linen  dodie* 

Ije:  ' 

7  And  the  nap* 


ing  with  the  ft* 
sen  clothes,  hue 
wrapped  together 
ifl^pbcebyidelf. 


*  4  So*  they  both.  Cpt  cntt.ifi  all  ha  Ac- together,  like  men 
eager  -to  nn  a  race  &  and  -  John  being  -  the  younger  of 
the  two,*und  not  fo  deptefTed’ with -  fear  and  guilr,  a$ 
Peter  was*  on  account  of  his  having  denied  his  Lord, 
ran  f»(lec  than  he*  and  reached  the  tomb  before  him* 

■'■  .  5.  And  he,  flopping  at  the  mouth  of_rhe  fepuichre, 
ftooped  down  ta  Jopk  into  it,  and  plainly  faw  that  the 
body  of  Jefus  was  really  gonej  and  - that  the  :  linen 
clothes  ia  which  'it  was  wrapped  were  left  behind  jt  $ 
but  jbeing  timorous,  and  full  of  con  Aero  at  ion,  he  did 
not  venture  ip,  to  make  a  more  exa&  ferodny* 

■  6,  7  Thep  Peter,  battening  after-  him,  as  faft  as  he 
cotfd*  fooo  feme  up  tb  the  place,  and,'  being  natural* 
Jy;atnapof  a  more  adventurous  temper,  worn  dire&ly 

into  the  fepulchre  itfelf,  that  he  might  get"  the  fulleu 

fatisfa&ipn  poflible  about-  the  (rue  ftaie  of  things  there : 
And  when  he  came  to  fu rvry  it  in  the  ftrideft  manner, 
Sioibn  wufbour  *  he- not  ooIyfouruJth&t  the  body'of;  Jefus  was  removed, 
brad,  not  ly-  hut  faw  both  rhe  Hnencjothes  that  had  been  wrapped 

about  U,  -au4-  the.najduo.whkh  had  been  bound  about 
hb.Jiejd'j  and  obferred  that  they  were  not  thrown  in  a 
heap-  together,  but  were  folded  up,  and  laid  apart  m 
.different  places  from' each  other,  which  was  a  certain 
indication  that  no  - perfon, -whether  friend  or  foe,  bad 
taken  away  the  body. .in  a  hurry. 

8  Thereupon  the  ocher  difciple,  who  firft  arrived  at 
the  fepulciire,  took  sour  age,  from  Peter's  example,  to 
enter  into  it.  likewife  ;  and  he  feeing  all  thefe  circum- 
flances,  and  comparing  them  with  what  the  women 
had  faid  about  the  vifion  and  admonition  of  the  an* 
gels,  [Luif  jutiv.  9.)  was  in  ibme  meafure  perfuaded  *, 
merely  upon  thefe  conG derations,  that  Jefus  was  really 
come  to  life  again,  and'  had  no  occafion  for  burial* 
clothes;  as  he  indeed  had  not,  being  to  die  no  more. 

9  For  hitherto,  tho*  Ghrift  had  fo  often  referred  to  Old 
T  e  ft  a  ment-pr  editions,  and  declared  that  they  mutt  be 
accoroplifhcd  in  bimfelf ;  yet  fuch  was  the  ttupidity  and 
backwardnels  of  all  the  difciplce,  to  entertain  any  no¬ 
tions  of  a  dying  Meflisb,  that  neither  Peter  nor  Jehti 
underftood  the  meaning  of  tbofe  feriptu re-prophecies, 
which  fpoke  of  his  rcfurreciion  from  the  dead,  or  had 
any  hope  about  it  on  that  account  +. 

10  Then 

NOTES. 

*  Ptter  wondeipl  at  thefe  things,  (  Lake  fak h,  which  wu  la  a  little  time  to  be  fatufi- 
ii iv.  ia.)  bdt  It  Joe*  not  ippev  that  he,  u  cd,  and  confriard  by  CbfilTt  own  appearing 
Vrt,  bellowed  dm.  Chrift  was  rifen  from  fbe  pi  them*. 

deid:  And  as  angels  can  appear  or  di&p-  f  So  wonderful  was  the  wifdom  of  God, 
jXiir  st  pleafarc,  neither  of  thefe  difciplcs  in  pewinjc  unqucOionnble  evidence  of  ChrliVs 
jl^w  them  at  the  jrpulchre,  to  help  Uicar  ttfunxttion,  that  his  enrmia,  who  were 

afctid 


Then  went  m 
allb  thatoiher  dif* 
jciple  which  came 
Jim  to  the  fcpoU 
chre,  and  he  taw, 
and  believed* 


9  For  u  jtt 
they  knew  not  ibe 
feripture,  that  hue 
isuA  lift,  again 
from  the  dead. 


49® 


Tic  HvMgtHJl  Jo  HM  P 


Ch.  xx. 


to  Then  the  dif- 

dplc*  went  away 
•grin  onto  thor 


Tt  Bat  Alary 
flood  victim  at 
ibe  fepuidut., 
wwepfrig  ?  and  « 
flit  wept  the  ftoop* 
«d  doaAy 
4/  into  the  depul~ 
chic, 


.  t*  Andfctfh  W? 
jmrU  in.  «hiu  , 
fitting,  (tic  tide  at 
the  hod,  and  the 
or  her  at  the  fm, 
where  rhe  body  of 
Tdiis  had  hut* 


-  to  Then  tbefe  two  difeipfes,’ having  learnt  as  much  u 
thuy  could  lor  the  prefeat,  and  being  afraid  le$»  were 
they :  to  ftay  long  at -the  fcpvlehre,  feme  foipicUmmight 
be  taifedabout  thelr'tampering  Wirhtbe  body  ofjefus, 
returned  home  (*f(  to  their. own  companions;  to 
tell  them  what  they  bad  feen,  and  confer  withtbenv  a- 
boot  it,  and  to  wait  for  fuitbet  difeomjes  of  tbis  impoi* 
tan*  event, 

Sr  Bat,  foon  after  tbefe  things,  Mary  Magdalene  be¬ 
ing  returned  to -the  tomb,  with  in  heart  foil  of  per¬ 
plexity,  doubts, '  trnd  fears,  and  defirods  of  beating 
.feme  good  tidings  of  ber  -beloved  jefus,  flood  lament* 
ut£ her  lofs. with-out-Gde  of  tb+Writmnce  into  tbe  fe* 
ptiJcbre ;  and  as  (be  was  venting  hef  grief  in  tears,  the 
(looped  down,  abd-Jeobed  wifun)lyfoo  tfat  tomb,  like 
one  that  could'  not  leQhow  to  depart  fill  foe  found 
liM> 

-  -  12  And  there  foe  again  faw  two  angels  in  bright  and 
glorious  apparel,  and- in  human  form,  (fee  the  note  on 
Mattb.  xtviii*  6.)  one  plating  himfelf  where  the  head, 
and  the  other  where  the  feet,  of  the  body  of  Jefns  had 
lain  s  and  lb  they  refemhled  the  appearance  of  the 
cberubims  at  both  ends  of  the  mercy-feat,  and  paid  a 
vifible  honour  to  their  Lind;  as  if-  he  had  role  up  be¬ 
tween  tbcnr,  Who  had  been  fo  lately  crucified  between 
two  thieves. 

13  And  one  of  there  fpoke  to  her,  faying,  in  a 
kind  and  tender  manner,  Woman,  why  foould  you 
thus  grieve  and  cry,  who  have  more  rcafon  to  rejoice  ? 
She  replied,  Alas!  I  have  caufe  enough  for  my  for  row 
and  tears :  For  I  have  loft  my  deareft  Lord ;  Come  un¬ 
known  perfons  have  removed  his  body  from  this  fr- 
pulcbre,  where  it  wat  laid,  and  I  cannot  learn,  by  any 
means,  where  they  have  pot  it,  or  What  is  become  of  it. 

14  And,  having  fpoke  tbefe  words,  foe  flung  herfdf 
round  *,  like  one  in  an  agony,  -  and  one  deGrous  to  look 
every  way,  to  fee  if  foe  could  get  any  tidings  of  her 
Lord,  nothing  foort  of  which  could  fatisfy  her ;  and 
inftantly  (he  faw  Jefue  himfelf  (landing  near  her :  But 
little  expefting  him  there,  and  ber  eyes  being  dim  with 
tears,  and  in  tnodefty  turned  off  from  ftedfalUy  look¬ 
ing  at  him,  (be  knew  not  that  it  was  he. 

15  Then 

H  O  T  E  S. 

gfntd'  of  it,  ?ud  did  all  they  could  to  prc*  vu,  might  Dot  obftrrc  his  fret  at  the  firfl 
vent  tt,  were  jealous  about  it;  uid  his  own  gUoec;  or  if  Jhe  did,  becmitdeafdy  fo  sf- 
diidplcs,  who  could  not  but  heartily  with  for  FeO  her  organs  of  fight,  as  to  prevent  her 
it,  thought  nothin  g  of  it;  though  afterward »  >do*1u  him,  till  the  time  was  come  for 
licing  fully  convinced,  they  bore  a  brave  and  itianifcmog  himfelf  to  her,  as  he  dealt  unit 
noble  teftimony  to  it.  t!it  difaplw  in  the  way  to  ELmmavu  (Wrf 

*  Perhaps  (he  heard  the  uoife  of  ChriQ*s  utiv.  id.  See  the  Fanphrafe  and  note  there* 
fret  Uhiod  Jier,  tad  )ooltu>£  1 0  fix  who  it 


tj  And  they 

fajunio  her,  "Wo¬ 
und,  why  wcepirft 
thou  ?  i>he  Jatih 
onto  them  ,  Be- 
reib  they  have 
taken  away  my 
iord,  and  I  know 
pot  where  they 

have  UwHiim- 

14  And,  when 
flic  bad  thus  fud, 
Ihe  Turned  herfdf 
hack,  and  faw  Je- 
fut  (tending,  and 
knew  not  that  it 
was  jetiu. 


■  ^  . 

Ch,  xt.  Tie  Evangefift  Jo  kn  paraphrased. 


t  j  Jtfiic  Old» 
unto  her  j  W&* 
man*  why  weep- 
eft  tbou  f  whom 
fecktft  then?  fhe, 
fuppofiiig  him  to 
be  the  jfttdencf* 
Aith  unto  him, 
Sir,  if  thou  lute 
barn  bun  bcocc, 
tdt  me  yhere 
thou  r  haft  bU 
htm,  and  1  will 
take  him  awayv 
id  Jcfua  faith 
unto  her*  Mary, 
She  tnrecd  hu- 
folf,  ami  fihh  un- 
to  him,  Ribboni, 
which  U  u>  fiy, 
Mattel* 


IT  Jcfpi  fiith 
enio  her,  Touch 
me  not  e  for  l  am 
nor  yet  attended 
\&  aiy  Father  :bnl 
goto  my  brethren, 

and 


15  Then  Jefus  faid-to  her,  Woman  1  What  it  the 
realbo  ’  of;  your  weeping  *t  this  rate  t  Who  is  it  that 
you  want",  iridare  inquiring  after?  She  fuppofing  him 
to  be  the  man  *  who  had  the  care  of  the  garden  in. 
which  the  fepolchre  was,  replied,  Sir,  qo  wonder  I  am 
in  io  much  trouhle ;  the  body  of  a  dear  friend  of 
mine  was  lately  buried  here :  If  yotiyor  any  by  your 
orders  have  taken  it  from  hence,  learnedly  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  teii  me  where  it  is  lodged,  and  1*11. 
take  care  to  give  it  a  fafe  and  honourable  interment. 

16  Hereupon  Jefus,  designing  now  to  difeover  him- 
felf  to  her,  fpoke  with  his  ufual  voice,  and  in  the  lame 
affedioaatc  manner  as  formerly  and  calling  her  hy  jux 
name,  faidi  What!  2s  it  you,  Mary,  that  arelaroentihg 
after  your  beloved"?  at  wliich,  die  turned  her  face  and 
eyes  toward  him,  and  immediately  knowing  him,  laid, 
with  faith,  affeflion,  and  reverence,  in  the  jfrwi/h 
language,-,  f  Rabfoni,  which  was  the  higheft  title  of 
honour  that  was  ever  given  to  any  of  their  tepchers,  and 
figmfierwp  Majitr. 

if  Then  fhe,  in  a  perfeft  rapture  of  love  and  joy, 
running  to  embrace  him,  and  to  catch  hold  of  his  feet 
and  adore  him,  as  all  the  women  did  likewise,  when 
they  faw  him,  {Matib.  xxviii.  9.)  Jefus,  toreftrain  her, 
laid.  Do  hot  ftay  now  to'  expreis  your  affeftioa  in  this 
manner  to  me,  whom,  you  will  have  opportunities  here* 
after  of  feeing  again :  For  as  I  have  not  yet  f  afeended, 
fo  I  am  nof  juft  now  going  up  to  my  heavenly  Father : 
Buthaften  thou  away,  with  all  fpeed,  to  my  poor,  dif- 
confolate,  and  d'Hrcffcd  difciplcs,  whom  I  mil  love  as 
much  as  ever,  and  whom  I  efteem  and  own  as  my  bre¬ 
thren, 


KOI 

*  It  aa$  natural  far  her  to  think  that  fa 
might  be  the  gardener,  hi*  hulinefc  lying 
there,  tod  that  lie  might  be  ready  to  give 
her  what  information  he  could,  Cikc  he 
heloDgcdr  to  Jeftfb*  who  had  [hewn  fetch 

frkndlhip  tojeius;  Howevor,  the  dlilidk 
of  her  fpirlt  infpired  her  with  courage  to 
beg  this  favour  of  him* 

+  Several  critic*  have  oh&rved  tfcat,  u 
JtdW  il  more  etnpbatkal  t^in  fo 
knr,  or  Robb**  is  more  emphatic*!  than  JUib~ 
tit  and  figptfies  fuch  a  matter  as  it  of  chief 
emioeoee  and  authority  ;  and  fo  M&y  calling 
thrift  Rabbit m,  with  an  appropriating  pro¬ 
noun,  filmed  the  riftta  gavttmr  as  bey  great 
Matter;  whom  ftie  affectionately  loved,  and 
reverenced,  and  claimed  an  intereft  in. 

f  The  verb  and  araCtiFO,  uftd 

here  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  verfc,  u 
attivc,  as  it  Kkewife  h  in  eke/*  ill.  i  3*  and 
yi-  di.  and  Lpb.  It*  8,  p>  1  o.  to  fignify  that 
oor  Lord’s  afcenfiort  was  by  his  qwo  power, 
at  his  own  aft,  or  that  ho  not  p&fliyc  la 


E  S. 

it,  as  believers  will  be,  who,  1  thank,  are 
never  (aid  in  a  literal  fonfe  to  afotnd  to  hea¬ 
ven,  hut  will  be  caught  up  in  the  cUuJs  to  mat 
th*  Lard  in  tk*  airt  (i  Tbcffl  iv„  17*)  And 
though  his  difotples  Had  fo  lately  foriakca 
him  m  the  time  of  his  reproach  and  fofier? 
ings,  and  he  was  now  rifen  to,  and  going  tet 
take  poflfcflion  of  his  glory*  yet  he  was  M 
aJhamed  to  call  them  brethren;  and  this  be¬ 
ing  the  firft  t|me  of  hi*  ever  dtreOiy  Calling 
them  fo,  may  intimate  that  he  had  then  fo- 
Cored,  and  ettahlilhed  this  happy  relation  be¬ 
tween  himfoU  and  them,  and  that  hiaejtalta- 
tion  would  he  no  ahatement  of  h«  coodefren- 
(ion  and  grace  to  them.  Dr.  Gmdwy8\  fonfe 
pf  the  foxtocr  part  of  this  vttfc  is,  xtU) 

donat  at  prefoot  in  fo  familiar  a  manner  han^ 
about  me,  for  1  am  not  yetafoendej,  ait 
fhkll  be  ere  long :  And  whig  you  and  I  (half 
(e  m  heaven  together  with  all  my  Joints  and 
children,  you  £all  have  familiarity  enough 

with  me*  VoL  IV*  Part  U» png*  m,  it 3* 


49» 

■ 

rcn,  anil  fay  into 
Attn,  J  afftid 
onto  my  Putter 
ud  yoor  Fyticr, 

and  to  my  pod 
tad  yoor  God*  ' 


The  EvangeB/i  John  parapbraJiL 


Cb. 


iB  MaryMig- 
dtlpne  came  ;ud 
tofirhe  dlfdpkt 
thit  flte  had  joea 
Lord,  ’  ajid 
,4f  be  bad  ipd* 
ken  tbrfe  diUgi 
note  hov 


Si 


19  Then  ijie 
fame  day  at  «v«ik 
joe  »  being  (he 
firrt  dfij  of  (he 
week,  when  the 
doon  weve  ihmt 
labcro  the  ditei- 
ple»  were  alfcm* 

bled  for  bar  of 
the  Jews,  came 
Jfefus  and  Hood 
in  the  midOj,  and 
£iith  uata  -them, 
Peaccif  ujHoyou. 


13  Anil,  when 
h^  Utij  favt,  he 

the  wed  nnto  them 
bh  hands  afed  his 
fide.  Then  were 
the  dimples  gtad 
wh«*n  Ljieyti*ihe 
Lord- 


thren,  having  taken  them  into  my  Father's  family,  and 
made  them  heirs  with  myfelf  of  the  glory  to  which  I 
am  going :  And  tell  them*  as  from  me,  that  I  am  rifen 
to  immoml.life,  and  not  to  fctup  a  temporal  throne 
among  them  ori  earth}  and.  that,  .according  to-’ what  I 
lately  faid  to  them,  (ebap.x tv.  a,  3.) l  am  about  toa- 
feend  to  my  own  Father,  who  is  fo  by  nature,  and  to 
their  Father,  who  is  fo  hy  adoption  and- grace  ;  and  to 
my  God,  who  is  in  covenant  with  me,  as  their  head,  and 
to  their  God,  who  is  in  covenant  with  them,  through 
me,  and*  under  me,  and  in  whom  they  may  have  the 
greatett  confidence  on  myac  count. 

18  Accordingly  Mary  Magdalene,  preferring  prefent 
duty  to  prefent  enjoy menta,  went  'immediately  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  his  command,  and,  with  an  air  of  pleafnre  and 
fatisfa&ion  in  her  countenance,  told  the  difciples  that 
the  Lord  Jefus  had  appeared  W  her,  and  had  feot  her 
with  rhe  wonderful  conde (bending,  and  -  gracious  ti¬ 
dings,  which  (he  rebearfed  as  from  himfclf,  to  allure 
them  of  his  great  love,  care,  and  concern  for  them. 

.  19  After  this,  in  the  evening  of  the  very  fame  day 
on  which  he  atofa  and  appeared  to  Mary  Magdalene , 
viz-,  the  firft  day  of  the  week  ;  when  the  difciples  were 
gathered  together  in  a  private  room,  and  were  compa¬ 
ring  notes  about  his  re  fur  re  Sion,  ( Luke  axis.  34, — 36.) 
after  the  doors  were  fattened,  {•«(>»*  »«*»*?«'•»)  for  fear 
of  being  difcovered  and  broke  in  npon  hy  the  Jew, 
Jefus  himfelf,  whofe  divine  power  could  eafily  make  his 
way,  (fce  the  note  on  Luke  xxiv.  3  7.}  came  in  his  ufual 
form,  before  they  were  aware,  to  confirm  bis  love  to 
them,  and  their  faith  in  him  ;  and,  (landing  in  the  midft 
of  them,  he,  inttcad  of  upbraiding  them  for,  or  taking 
any  notice  of  their  having  fo  (hamefully  defer  ted  him  in 
his  late  diftrefa,  faluted  them  in  a  friendly,  affectionate, 
and  authoritative- manner,  faying,  Ail  fafety,  comfort, 
and  quietnett,  and  the  bett  of  prosperity,  he  to  you,  as 
conGlting  of  peace  with  God,  with  one  another,  and  in 
your  fouls ;  I  have  blejfed  you,  and  ye  JbaU  be  blejfed* 

20  And  as,  at  this  Hidden  appearance  and  falutation, 
they  were  in  a  great  fright,  imagining  that  they  faw  a 
ghott,  [Luke  xxiv.  37.)  he,  to  rectify  their  tniftake',  im¬ 
mediately  preCtntcd  to  their  view  his  bands  and  feer, 
{Luke  xxiv.  39.}  and  his  fide, 'that  they  might  fee  the 
fears  of  the  wounds,  which  had  been  made  on  all  thofe 
parts  -at  his  crucifixion  j  and  fo  might  be  the  Better  fa- 
tisfied  that  it  was  really  ,  himfelf  who  then  appeared  a- 
mong  them.  Aodtbey  being  thereby,  convinced  that  it 
was  the  fame  body  which  had  been  crucified,  were  fill¬ 
ed 


Ch.  x±. 


The  Evdngelife  John  paraphrafed. 


An 


ii  Then  tfd 
Jefus  to  them  a* 
gun,  Pntt  if  an* 
to  you:  u  jay  Fa- 
tbwMfatnC) 
even  £>  find  Ijrou, 


u  And,  wtifU 
he  hai  laid  thi^ 
he  bnathed  on 
rnen,and  fish  nn> 
to  them.  Receive 
ye  the  holy  Gboft. 


ed  with  exceeding  great  joy,  he  therein  matting  good  bis, 
projmfe  of  feeing  them  again ,  that  their  hearts  might  re~ 

juice  nfte5;;tbeir  forrow.  {Chap.  xvi.  22.) 

H  Twiij  fter  being  recovered  from  tbeir  furprife, 
Jefus  repeated  bis  ble  fling  appn  them,  with  further  en¬ 
largement,  laying,  The  excellent  peace,  which  1  promt* 
fed  you,  (chap,  xiy.27.)  I  am  now  come.ro  confer  in  the 
moll  dfcchia)  manner  upon  yon  :  And  as  my  heavenly; 
Father  fent  me  into  the  world,  to  difcbarge'the  office 
of  the  Mefliah ;  even  fo  I,  by  my  plenary  authority, 
and.  in  proof  of  my  .mediatorial  commiffion,  fend  you 
to  difeharge  the  office  of  arppftles  and  in  ini  tiers,  in 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  every  creature,  and-  to  confirm 
it  with  miraculous  fig  ns  wherever  ye  may  go. JfMdHr 
xvi.' 15,  17,  t8.)  . 

32  Ana,  having  fpoke  thefe  words,  lie  breathed  a- 
pon  them,  in  an  emblematical  way,  to  intimate  that 
the  Spirit  proceeded  from  his  divine  perfon,  as  truly  as 
the  breath  did  from  his  human  body  *  and  that  as,  in 
the  erf  at  ion  of  this  world,  God  breathed  into  man  the 
breath  erf  &fet  and  he  beeatne  a  living  foul,  {pen.  ii.  7.) 
fo  in  the  new  creation,  he  could  as  eafily  convey  bis 
quickening  Qririt  to  them,  as  breathe  upon  them  \  and 
at  the  laid  time  he  laid  to  the  difciplcs,  with  all  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  God,  Receive  ye  now  the  gift 9  and  gr/.-es 
of  the  Holy  Gboft,  to  euligfaten  your  minds,  and 
ftrengthen  your  faith  in  me,  the  rifen  Saviour,  as  a  a 
carried  of  what  ye  fhall  receive  more  abundantly  a  lit* 
tie  while  hence,  for  your  fpiritual  illumination,  fan&i* 
fication,  and  confblation,  and  for  your  a  Alliance  and 
fuccefsiu  the  minifterial  work,  which  I  commit  to  you. 

23  And  this  fhall  be  attended  with  fuch  divine  au¬ 
thority,  that  whoever  fincerely  believes  in  me,  accord* 
ing  to  the  gofpd  which  I  lend  you  to  preach,  and  ye 
thereupon  declare  him  to  be  forgiven  alt  trelpafles ; 
he  is  certainly  forgiven,  by  the  riches  of  divine  grace, 
on  my  account,  and  may  take  the  comfort  of  it :  And 
whoever  perfifts  in  unbelief,  finally  rejecting  me,  and 
my  gofpel  of  falvation,  which  I  fend  you  to  publHh, 
and  ye  thereupon  declare  him  to  be  in  a  date  of  con- 
detonation  ;  his  fins  are  not  blotted  out,  or  forgiven* 
but  lye  in  judgment  againft  him,  as  he  will  find  to  his 
forrow fo  that  the  fentence  of  absolution  or  condem¬ 
nation  fliall  be  valid,  which  -ye  (hall  regularly  pre- 
■■  n ounce  in  my  name  and  authority,  according  to  my 
word,  {Mark  xvi.  16.)  •  God  himftjf  will  confirm  it, 

2nd 

NOTE. 

*  Wfcat  Is  km  Bid  is  applicable.  accord*  nifter  of  Chi-ifl,  3,  veil  ,5  tl»e  ^twiltev,  to  Vis¬ 
ing  to  i!.c  Farnphr^fi,  to  every  fj'ahfJ  mi-  courage  them  in  . I. ^  .iUthar^i:  c!"  LdtV-Sj  clfirc  * 

But 


*3  Whofc  fi> 
ever  Ads  yt  nrajtt, 
they  art  renritta] 
unvo  ihcto;  in/ 
vhofc  focrer  fins 
ye  nuin,  they  are 
recuued* 


494 


t4  Bat  Tho¬ 
rn**,  one  of  the 
twelve,  called  Di- 
dytnns »  w  not 
with  them  when 
Jefiv  c«ncp 


ms  Tb*  other 
difaiplesthcrefaje 
Said  on  (oh  jin,  We 
bm  fen  the 
Load »  Eat  he 
bid  onto  them  , 
Except  I  (hall  fee 
in  hi*  band*  the 
print  of  the  nail*) 
mod  pot  my  lieu 
gtf  into  the  prim 
of  the  nub,  and 
thnifl  mf  hood 
iota  hb  fet  I 

will  not  believe. 


itf  And  after 
e^ht  days  again 
h»  difaiptei  were 

within 


The  EvaageGfi  Johk  paraphrafed.  Ch* 

■ 

and  proceed  according  to  it  in  the  great  day* 

24  But  when  the  (defied  Jefus  made  this  gracious  vi* 
fit  to  die  reft  of  the  apoftles,  Thomas,  who  was  likewife 
called  Didymus,  (fee  the  note  on- ebap.  xi.  id*)  and  was 
chofen  and  fet  apart  to  be  one  of  them  that  were  ori¬ 
ginally  twelve  innuraher,  was  not  prefent  with  them  ; 
and  as  this  neglect  was  his  own  great  loft,  To  provi¬ 
dence  over-rale  a  it  to  make  way  for  fuch  further  evi¬ 
dence  of  Chrift’s  refurrc&ion  from  the  dead)  as  might 
put  it  paft  all  reafonable  difpute,  in-that,  and  fucceed- 
tng  genera tkios. 

25  The  reft  of  the  difciples  therefore,  meeting  with 
him  a  little  afterwards,  laid  to  him  with  z  tranfport  of 
joy,  We  ourfelves  have  feeo  the  Lord  jefus  alive  again, 
who  fpoke  in  the  rnoft  endearing1  manner  u>  os.  But 
Thomas,  though  be  had  often  feen  Ch  rift’s  mighty  works, 
and  beard  him  fpeak  of  his  refurrediou,  and  was  pre* 
fent  at  the  report  that  the  Women .  made  of  it,  as  ac¬ 
tually  come  to  pafs,  (Luke  xxiv.  9.)  ;  and  though  be 
knew  his  brethren  to  he  fober  and  faithful  men*  whom 


fbdefperate 
have  been  1 


way  or  other  ira poled  upon,  as  we  all  know  the  women 
were,  when  they  told  us  juft  fuch  another  unlikely  fto- 
ry,  (Luke  xxiv.  u.)  For  my,part,  I  do  not  believe  a 
word  of  what  you  fay,  the  thing  itfclf  is  im]»ffible 
and  unlefs  I  were  to  fee  him  and  his  fears  with  mine 
own  eyes,  and  feel  him  with  mine  own  hands,  Co  as  to 
put  my  finger  into  the  dents  made  in  his  hands  hy  the 
nails  that  fattened  him  to  the  croft,  and  my  hand  into 
the  hole  that  the  foldior’s  Ipear  made  in  his  fide,  1  will 
never  believe  that  he  is  really  rifen  from  the  dead. 

2 6  And  in  this  unbelieving  condition  he  continued, 
di  lire  fled  and  comfort!  efs,  as  a  ftrangcr  to  his  brethcr* 
ens  joys,  till  the  next  return  of  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  ,  when  the  difciples  afleoibled  privately  again  ; 

and 


NOT 

Btt  if  onr  Lord  meant  any  thing  farther, 
which  wo*  peculiar  to  the  apoftfe,  it  might 
firftr  10  the  power  be  gave  them  of  difctrnmg 
ipfritv,  and  thereupon  of  healing  the  corpo¬ 
ral  dtfeafe  of  fitch  as  they  perceived  had 

faith  to  be  healed*  at  in  the  nfe  of  thr  cripple 
at  Lyftrat  {sifts  liv.  8,  p,  to*)  and  of  iutic- 
ting  corporal  punishment*  on  other*,  whom 
they  knew  to  be  hypocrite*  and  enemies  to 
the  gofpei  *  Inftntcct  of  which  we  have  In 
jfuanias  and  Sappkir#t  and  EJyntas  the  for- 
ccitr*  {Afh  v.  j,  and  xiii-  io,  n.J 
ice  the  note  on  Matth*  xvi.  19. 

■  *  4fii t  ngbi  fays  in  the  idiom  lig- 
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nificiawrtk)  or  that  day  fa  vtiv  night,  wbirh, 
ificUtding  the  day  reckoned  from,  and  the 
day  reckoned  ip,  u  eight  days  (fte  the  note 
on  Math.  xivii.  83.);  protwbiy  Chrift,  in 
his  former  meeting  of  the  dueiples  on  the 
firfl  d*7  of  the  week,  gave  them  m  intima¬ 
tion  of  hi*  appointing  it  far  the  "New  Telia- 
metit-frbbam,  if  not  of  hi*  vifiring  them 
perfanally  again  at  hr  next  rettrn  1  zndfomc 
think  that  he  appeared  to  them  every  fir II 
day  of  the  week,  between  his  refnrreelion  and 
ifctnJjon  to  hfiru  :  Hovtva,  he  fa  lanfl:- 
fied  and  bldled  it,  by  rhctc  vouchfafetncnt* 
Of  hii  prefence  bow  sod  before,  and  hy  the 


Ch.  xt  Tie  Soangelifi  John  par&pbrafti. 


w5,h !^fldi'rhot  in<*  having  differed  fo  much  by  his  late  abfence, 

i&m  —  —  Vdtaj  r°ol£  care  to  be  with  them*  they  fiill  admitting  him  to 
tb«-dras  being  theif.  foeieey  .as  a  fincere  difciple,  though  at  prefect  on- 

H  ^cr  tbc'ppwec  ofttfi  belief,  from  which  they  hoped  that' 
Ajjt fnrr )( an  thrift  would . fonfc..uraty  or  other  foori  recover  him: 
to  yon.  Then  Jefiis  came  into  (be  room,  after  the  doors  hafk 

been  fattened  in  the  fame  manner,  -and  for  the  fame' 
.  reafon  as  before  (wr.  19.}  and  Handing  vifibly  among, 
them,  repeated  his'former  friendly  falumtion/iayiog,  I 
command  that  all  the  bldfings  of  fpirhaai  peace  and 
•  profp  eri  ty  may  reft  upon  you. 

TkLm  ,  37  Hereupon  Jcfos,  knowing  the  incredulity  of  7 fo- 

Rcuh  linker  tky  bwj’i  beatt,  and  yet  his  real  concern  not  10  be  deceived 
fingnr.jpd  behold  jQ  a  pojnt  of  the  hft  importance,  fo  far  con defee  nded 

rtidi  *huK«  thy  bis  weaknefe,  as  to  fpeak  particularly  to  him  by  name} 
twnd,  utdthrau  andinfteadof  upbraiding  him  for  his.  obftinacy  and 
kJ.D'° 107  pervetfenefi,  in  refuting  the  reaftmabl*  and  fi^fficient 
kfi,hntUCTiii^  evidence  that  had  been  given  before*  be,  with  a- 

mazing  endearments  of  grace,  faid  to  him.  Come  The- 
maty  take  the  very  proof  that  yoo  ynurfelf  inti  ft  on, 
of  my  being  rifeo  indeed;  reach  hither  your  finger, 
and  examine  the  wounds  that  were  made  m  my  bands 
by  jour  own  feeling  »  well  as  eye-fight ;  and  then  put 
your  band  to  the  hole*  that  was  made  in'  my  fide  ;  fa¬ 
irs  fy  jourielf  by  all  means  polEble,  that  this  is  a  real 
body,  the  very  lame  which  was  crucified  ;  and  be  no 
longer  incredulous;  (<*v«r)  but  believe  that  I  am  rifen 
from  the  dead,  depending  .on  me  for  all  its  glorious  confe- 
qutfnces  *  :  And  this  word  of  command  was  attended 


*8  And  Tba- 

mu  anfrered  and 
fid  dd  to  hun^My 

Lord  aadjnj  God* 


with  fuch  power,  as  worked  effectual  faith  in  his  heart. 

28  Then  Tbemas*  full  of  admiration  at  the  conde- 
fees  Con  and  grace  of  Chii/t,  and  at  his  own  ftupidky 
and.  backwardnefs  to  believe,  and  full  of  holy  fhame 
and  joyful  ecftacy,  cried  out,  I  now  declare,  before  alt 
the  company,  that  I  am  fully  fatisiied,  and  do  believe 
thee  to  be  the  rifen  Redeemer,  and  the  God  of  all  fal- 


vation  ; 


NOTES.. 

wonderful  effniion  of  bis  Spirit  at  the  follow-  than  the  other  evidence*  w ere,  that  had  been 
tag  penteeoft,  that  from  thenceforward  it  £iv«n  him  before  ;  for  a  carnal  heart  might 
was  conftarttty  ohferved  by  the  apoftks,  and  nm  raifed  fame  perrerfe  an d  unreafmaWc 
the  primitive  church*  and  was  commonly  objection  *  agataft  tHcfe  proofs,  as  wall  as 
called,  by  way  of  eminence  and  diftiodtion,  them;  And  therefore,  though  thefe  were  ec- 
ibe  Leri's  (Rev.  i*  10.)  traordbfiry  means  of  thi*  divine  and  appm* 

*  It  k  nocmaio  whether  Thames  made  prating  faiUi,  and  Arone  inducement*  t  r 
the  experiment,  that  vu  offered  him ;  k  motives  to  it  t  yet  it  was  the  word  of  Omit 
lather  feem*  as  if  he  did  not,  by  Chrift’t  on-  fet  home  upon  hit  heart  with  poner,  which 
ly  laying  in  the  next  verft,  becaufe  thou  haft  begat  it  in  him  ;  for  It  was  im  mediately  op- 
fan  sue  thou  haft  believed ;  flu t,  be  ibi*  as  on  Ch  rift's  frying*  Ue  ttoi  bat  k±r- 

if  will,  hii  hate  feeing  and  handling  the  rifen  that  Cited  out*  My  Lzri?t  and 

biwiy  of  our  Lord  would  have  been  no  more  tny  G'ci* 
effettuai  of  tltcmfelvea  to  cure  hi?  untrUef, 

r  _ 
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.19  Jefta  faith 
onto  him,  Tho¬ 
mas,  bctnifr  thou 
fcoft  fetn  method 
Ifefi  bdtevod :  bW- 
fid  art  they  that 
havtoocfeeii,  an  4 

jtfhm  bettered. 


The  Evangilift  John  pfrapbrafed*.  GK,  tie 

vatton;  « fuelf  T  adore  tb  e  e ,  itidf  takti  thee:  fin:  my 
Lord*  and  my  God. 

29  Jefiu  replied,  in  a  way  ofg&ttte  rebuke^  Thomas* 

Jou  have  indeed  now  believed,  beii^j  tn^ceiHhttfe^pro 
y  the  teftimonyof  year  fenfesj  it  fc^rcll  for  yoopifegt 
any  means  bare  b epA  at  jetifeth  niadfe’dFe&oal  to  over- 
come  your  unbelief:  Buttbeirftirii^  ftUI  more  noble, 
Ipiritualp  and  iogemioaaj  aod'brittgs  mbre  honour  to 
God,  who  believe in  me, barelyopon  a  divine  teftknony 
fufficiemly  notified,  as  the  Old  Ttffcment-faints  did, 
whole  faith  reded  on  a  mere  word  of  promife ;  and  as 
they  will  do,  who  (hall  hereafter  believe  through  the 
word  of  my  infpired  wttueties/tbobgb  it  be  not  confirm¬ 
ed  to  them  by  firiifible  evidence,  as  v  hath  been  to  yon. 

30  And  as  Jrfuv  gave  tbefc  an  den  table  atteftations 
to  hia  refurredion,  by  doing  land"  laying  wonderful 
things,  to  fatisfy  the  doubts his  difciples  about  it  \ 
fo  he  added  many  other  infolSbU  proofs*  being  fee n  of 
them  forty  days  after  bis  pajfoft*  (A£H  1.  3.)  which  are 
not  recorded  in  thiff.facred  htftory. 

31  But  thefe  particulars  are  recited,  under  divine 
fuggeftion  and  condu£k,  as  Efficient  fpecimens  of  the 
reft,  that  ye,  to  whom  thefe  prefects  ftiall  come,  may 
be  induced  to  believe,  that  Jefits  is  indeed  the  Saviour 
of  Gn tiers,  whom  the  Father  has  anointed  to,  and  has 
owned  and  accepted  in  his  office,  and  that  be  is  the  c- 
temal  Son  of  God,  poffcfled  of  the  divine  nature  and 
perfections,  and  demsmf rated  to-be  fo,  by  bis  rtforrtc « 
ticn  from  the  dead}  (Rom*  i*  4*)  and  that,  thro*  faith 
in  him  as  fuch,  ye  may  be  partakers  of  fpiritual  and  e- 
temal  life,  by  the  merit  of  his  blood,  and  the  power  of 
hia  refurreftion,  who  is  alive  for  evermore}  and  has  the 
keys  cf  belt  and  cf  death  (Rev*  i*  id.} 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Blefied  be  God  for  the  ftrong  and  numerous  evidences  he  has  given  of  Ohrid's 
Ttfumeftion  from  the  dead'  How  clearly  does  this  appear  from  the  open  fepul- 
Chre,  from  the  orderly  portion  of  his  burial-clothes  there,  from  the  teftimony 
of  angels,  and  from  his  own  frequently  Shewing  himfelf  after  his  crucifixion  to 
many  faithful  witneftee,  who  faw<anri  converted  with  him  !  And  bow  were  the 
jealottfies,  and  diftruftv  of  bis  diieiplea  about  it,  over-ruled  by  Providence  into 
occaSons  of  tranfmittiug  to  us  the  more  abundant  and  unqueftionable  confirma¬ 
tion  of  this  fundamental  article  of  our  faith,  which  we  are  allured  was  likewife 
attended  with  many  other  infofcote  proofs,  that  are  not  recorded  in  this  book  1 
And  O  the  aftaoWhing  conddeen flan  and  love  of  the  rifea  Saviour  to  them,  that 
had  fo  Utdy  foribok  him  in  his  laft  extremities ;  to  Peter*  who  bad  fo  flume* 
fnjtydcnicd  him ;  and  to  Thomas*  whofe  unbelief  was  fo  obftinatc  and  pervcrfel 
He  appeared  and  pronounced  peace  onto  them,  and  owned  them,  as  he  does  all 
that  believe  tn  him,  for  brethren,  and  is  gone  to  heaven  to.  manage  and  (retire 
their  mtereftv  with  hts  Father,  and  tbeir  Fariier,  his  coven  ant- God,  and  their 
God*  Happy  fouls  t  that  are  brought  to  believe  in  the  rifen  and  exalted  Jefua, 
and  to  claim  and  adore  him,  as  tbeir  Lord  and  tbeir  God*  Thongh  we  Si ns  not 

the 


30  And  many 
other  fign*  truly 
did  Jcto  In  the 
prrJroc*  of  bis 
diiHpk*  1  which 
are  not  written  in 

thb  book. 

31  But  theft 
ire  written,  that 
ye  might  believe 
that  Jcffi*  h  'the 
Chrid  the  Sou  of 
God  *  a  ad  that  be¬ 
lieving  y<  might 

have  fife  thro* 

Us  name. 
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tbe  fcnfible  evidence  which  he  vouch  fafed  to  thofe  witn eflts  of  his  refurrcdion; 
yet  we  have  faithful  and  unexceptionable  recoitis  from  one*  whom  he  infptrrd 
with  the  Hoi?  Ghoft*  to  be  the  ground  of  faith  in  him*  as  the  Son  of  God*  and 
our  Saviour:  Aftd  though  darkmrfo  and  fears  may  fcroetimes  overspread  our 
minds  In  an  hour  of  temptation*  thrift  can  eafily  fpeak  us  into  faith  and  joy  ttf 
his  word  and  Spirit ;  and  bfrffrd  are  they  that  Have  not  fevn,  and  yet  havebe-- 
tiered ;  they  ffiall  obtain  eternal  life  through  his  name.  But  with  what  care 
Should  we  take  ajf  opportunities  of.attendiog  religious  aflemblies,  and  nbferriitg 
the  Lord’s  day*  is  hopes  of  meeting  with  Jcfus,  and  of  hearing  him  ipcak  peace 
to  our  Jbnto  i 


* 


CHAP.  XXI. 

Chrifi  dsfewers  btmfejf  again  to  fever al  difciples  at  the  fea  of  Tibe¬ 
rias.  and  eats  with  them,  -14.  Orders  Peter  to  feed  his^Jbeep 
and  lambs ,  tr,-— 17.  Foretells  the  manner  of  Pete ds  death,  t?.t  19. 
And  checks  his  curiojtty  about  John,  20,-23.  Tbe  conclufon  of 
this  gofpel,  24,  25. 


Text.  Paraphrase. 

AFff  *  jj^  A  FTER  tbe  appearances  of  Jefus,  that  have  been 
Otewcd  taifelf  "already  recorded,  the  difciples,  as  he  bad  ordered 
4«in  to  ihc  difci*  them,  (Mattb.  xxviii.  10.)  retired  from  Jeritfalem  to 

Tiberiai^and  00  Galilee ;  and  as  he  had  proroifed  to  meet  them  there,  fo 
thi,  wift  fttnrcd  before  his  interview  with  them  all  together  on  a  moun- 
hetimftf.  tain,  according  to  his  appointment,  ( Mattb.  xxviii.  1 6.) 

he  took  ati  opportunity  to  difeover  himfclf  again  to  fe- 
veral  of  them,  at  the  lea  of  Tiberias,  which  is  alfo  call¬ 
ed  the  fea  of  Galilee  t  and  it  was  in  tbe  following  man- 


t  Tlrnt  woe 

togahet  Simon 
Peter,  and  Tbo* 
maa called  Didy* 
mgs*  wd  Natha- 

hadofGuulaGa- 

Jilre*  md  die  fins 
of  Zebedee*  tad 
two  other  of  LS« 

Ciicipk*, 

3  Simon  Peter 
frith  unto  them, 

I  gp  a  flftwig. 
They  fry  unto 
him,  We  alfo  go 
with  thee.  They 
wait  forth,  ana 
entered  Into  a  ftiip 
immediately ;  and 
that  night  they 
caught  not! ling. 


net; 

b 

2  Simon  Peter  and  Thomas ,  who  was  likewise  called 
Didymus,  and  had  now  got  over  his  unbelief,  and  Na¬ 
thanael,  an  inhabitant  of  Cana  in  Galilee ,  as  alfo  James 
and  John ,  the  two  fons  of  Z  tbe  dee,  and  two  other  dil- 
ciples  *  of  the  Lord,  were  got  together  waiting  for  the 
appointed  meeting,  according  to  hie  promife,  and  in  o- 
bedience  to  hie  command. 

3  In  the  mean  while,  that  they  might  not  be  idle, 
but  employ  themfelves  in  fome  tifeful  way  for  a  liveli¬ 
hood,  Peter  faid  to  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  I’ll  go  a 
fi flung }  and  they,  being  deflrous  to  keep  together,  told 
him  they  would  go  along  with  him :  Accordingly  tnty 
all  went,  and  forthwith  took  a  boat  for  their  purpofe, 
and  fpent  their  night  in  fruitlefs  labour,  catching  no¬ 
thing  j  God  (6  ordering  it  in  his  providence,  to  make 

the 


NOTE. 


*  1*  b  uncertain  who  theft  were ;  but  Art-  other  two :  And  yet  Tt  is  plain,  from  vet.  ?+ 
drtv  and  Philip  being  G^lilruefy  [d&p*  L  audio,  that  was  one  of  this  cum  pa oy, ' 
44.)  fame  hire  thoarftt  C hat  they  were  thde  though  he  U  not  here  tecatfooed- 

V*u  lb  t  .11 
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the  following  miracle,  and  the  inftroflion  defigned  by 
it  the  more  remarkable. 


4  Rut  t  wkn 
the  rntTining  was 
nqgt  com«r  jriiis 
tfftSbJrtrthefliort* 
tw  the  difcJpl« 

iocw  not  that  it 
vw  jVlii*. 

5  Then  Jc^is 
£iUh  unio  them, 
ChildrcD,  bavey^ 

*ny  m«t  ?  They 
3Fir«»oi  ■  him  , 

No. 

6  And  he  ft"! 

untu  thciu  *  Dfi 

thr  nt:  ton  ikiipht 

fide  of  ih<  Ihtp, 

ctnJ  ye  I  hull  (ind- 

llicv  f^fl  flu-re- 
■ 

forc^iuluOtt  they 
wrr  not  aHe  tu 
drikw  ic  far  the 
muUiujdt  of  dih- 

c$*  * 


y  Therefore  that 
diTciple  whom  Je- 
fudlorod  frith  urt~ 
to  Peter,  It  is 
th?  Lord,  Novy, 
wiiro  Simon  p^ 
t;r  k^rd  that  it 
was  the  LnrJt  he 

gill  Cher's 

o>af  unto  H nii  (far 
he  viz  miked,) 
and  did  cafthint* 
fjf  into  tilt  ici 
U  A nd the  other 

iUiVWvj-  came  :n 

a  ■ 

a  tittle  iliip*  (for 
tiny  were  pul  Jjr 
fi^ra  hnd*  hut  a* 
)l  wtire  lvf»  i  uu* 
dne  .1  cwh !  1 1,  )dfy  £* 
^wig  the  net  w?ch 

Jj  * 

p  ftjou  f hen 

aS the  y  w’firr  come 

ty  Uud,  they  Uv, 

u  fire 


4  And  (f»)  the  next  morning  Jefus  came,  .and  Hood 
on  the  (bore  within  light  and  call:  Neverthelefc,  (*u,w) 
the  difciples,  not  expe&ing  to  -me.et  with  him  there, 
were  fo  far  from  knowing,  him,'  that  they  took  "him  for  a 
perfeft  firanger. 

5  Then  our  blefled  Lord,  as  if  he  had  wanted  either 

to  gratify  his  cmiofity,  or  to  buy  provifions,  called  to 
them,  laying,  in  a  familiar  manner,  Have  ye  catched 
any  filh,  nvy  lads  ?  They  replied,  No,  none  at  all. 

6  Whereupon  Jefus  dt/igmng  to  difeover  hunfelf  to 
rhem  by  further  miraculous  figns,  and  to  give  them  a 
hint  of  the  great  fuccefe  they  fiiould  have  in  their  mi¬ 
ni  Item]  work,  according  to  his  appointment  and  com¬ 
mand,  tand  by  his  affiftance,  though  without  him-  they 
could  do  nothing  to  good  purpofe;  hefpoke  to  tbem'a- 
gain,  faying,  Throw  your  net  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
boat,  and  ye  will  certainly  find  a  great  fhbal  there.  Then 
the  difciples  being  willing  to  try  what  might  be  done, 
rather  than  return  without  catching  auy  thing,  call  their 
net  according  to  his  direction  j  and  it  inclofed  fuck  a 
furprizing  number  of  fifties,  that  they  could  not  draw 
it  up  into  the  boat. 

7  This  was  fucb  a  demonftration  of  Ch rift’s  domini¬ 
on  over  the  filhes  of  the  lea,  (P/al.  viii.  (S,  8.  compared 
with  Jteh.  ii.  6,  8.)  and  was  fo  like  the  miracle  he  had 
wrought  in  the  fame  lake  before,  (Luke.  v.  5^—10.) 
that  his  favourite  difciple  Jdmt  reflefling  upon  it,  .and 
bciitg'umler  divine  illumination^faid  to -Petefy  Undoubt¬ 
edly  this  is  no  other  than  the  Lord  Jefus,  who  now  a- 
galn  appears  to  us:  Upon  which  Peter y  being  convin¬ 
ced  tlm  it  really  was  fo,  immediately' girded  about  him 
his  fi flier’s  coat  *,  and  in  the  warmth  of  his  love  and 
zeal,  Jumped,  at  all  adventures,  ipto  the  water,  to  get 
to  Chrift  with  the  utmoft  fpecd. 

8  And  the  reft  of  the  difciples  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  ro  b:m,  as  fall  as  they  could,  in  the  boat,  dragging 
the  net,  that  was  fo  full  of  fifli,  along  with^tbem  in  the 
water }  for  they  were  but  about  an  hundred  yards  ofl 
from  the  land. 

9  Now,  as  loon  as  they  came  afiiore,  they  faw  a  good 

fire 

MOTE. 


*  TIM  critic*  v*r;onflr  d^lpure  ataui  this 
»Y Time  faking  it  to  |.r  .>n 

Titf,  ifid  oti:irs  an  0-nmrtil  ;  t;ftt 

which  ever  k  Thrr-rc*  i*  m  orcaiior  lo  fap- 
pofb  t!nr  Pttrr  Quire  mtkrd  t  ettre  :  I'or 
are  fiirl  tr?  i*c  Xi'tn  rhty 

ksyc  ut'iy  th£:;£ti;t  cz,  or  *vwi  when  they 


S'^tc  fiiily  ft npptJ  o(T  fame  of  (hfir  upper* 
do’hfij  (1  Sqm.  xU-  14.  1  Sjhi.  vi- 
hirffb.  sxv,  jiJ-);  4rul  Jbitinitmo  wlirn  rhfir 
jiriftfllM  only  hanjj  (H  hxH’c  about  thwt, 
thisi  thtit  ficCb  miy  b«  1 ctnt  ( Ifc  xt  j  ); 
aoti  perhaps  PiTfr  only  jtirt  the 
tout  k’Oi  uhkh  icoi;  baotc. 


Ch.  xgi. 


Thi  EvattgeHfi  John  parapbrafed. 
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ft  fire  ofctu!*  there* 
and  filhUbl  there¬ 
on*  and  brad. 


io  Jdbs  A ilh 
unto  them,  Brine 
of  the  filh  which 
Jx  have 

Caught, 


now 


,n  Simon  Pe¬ 
ter  went  up,  and 
drew  the  net  to 
Lend  folt.o#  gnat 
ti  Aes,  an  hundred 
and  fifty  and 
three:  and  feral] 
there  wttefo  ma¬ 
ny,  yet  was  no* 
the  net  broken, 
ii  Jefus  farh 
mno  them.  Come 
md  dine.  And 

none  of  the  difcl* 
plevdoi  (1  askhim. 
Who  art  thou  ? 
knowing,  that  it 
V4  the  Lord. 


fire  ready  made*  to  warm  an<l  dry  them*  and  drefs  their 
food;  and  faw  fifii  already  broiling  on  the  coals,  and 
bread  at  hand  to  be  eaten  with  it  *+ 

10  And  that  they  might  take  (he  more  particular  no¬ 
tice  of  the  preceding  miracle,  in  the  great  draught  tbfcy 
had  made*  as  fllfo  that  they  might  cat  the  fruit  of  their 
labour,  he  ordered  them  to  .bring  fome  of  the  fifh, 
which  they  had  catcbed,  and  to  drtfcit  on  the  coals  to 
make  up  their  meal,  \  ■  ^ 

li .Then  Peter  went,  and,  wjtb  the  aflUlance  of  his 
bretliTehi  drew  the  net,  till  they  landed  it ;  and  it  was 
foundj^ppn-a  careful  reckoning* to, be  full  oflarge  fifhes, 
to  the  Itumbcr  of  one  hundred  fifty  and  three  :  Arul 
though  they  were  (rw*™j  fo  great,  firong,  and  many; 
yet,  by  another  miraculous  operation  of  Chrilt’s  power, 
the  net  was  prc&rved  ffiom  being  rent  and  torn* 

12  Jefus  feeing  with  what  awe  the  difciples  were 
ft  ruck  at  hU  prefence,  and  at  hi$  performing  thefe  mi- 
racier,  faid  to  them,  in  a  Jcind  and  affable  manner, 
Comc,  fit  down,  and  eat  with  me,  (fee  the  note  eti 
Luke  itiV.  43. )L;  which  he  did  as  a  further  proof  of  the 
reality  of  his  refurre£Hon»  and  as  an  emblem  of  that 
fpiritmlj.freey  and  friendly  communion  he  would  have 
with  them*  while  they  Jhould  remain  upon  earth,  tho' 
bewasjifcn  to  be~glorificd,  and  of  the  (till  more  inti¬ 
mate,  communion  he  would  admit  them  to  in  heaven* 
And  they  were  fo  fully  fausfied  of  , its  being  the  Lord 
himfclf,  that  none  of  them  thought  there  was  any  room 
to  afehinij  whether  he  were  or  not ;  nor  durft  they 
Venture  to  put  fuch  a  quefUon  to  him,  becaufe  it  would 
have  carried  an  appearance  of  remaining  unbelief. 

13  Then,  they  fitting  down,  he  .  went  and  placed 
hirafclf'  among  them,  having,  as  the  mailer  of  the 
feift,  afked  a  biefling.an  the  food,  which  he  continued 
to  do: after,  as  well  as  before  his  death,  to  fet  us  an  ex¬ 
ample,  {Luke  xxiv*  30,)  ;  and  he  distributed  both  the 
bread  and  fifh  among  them. 

T4  Now  this  was  the  third' time,  {chap,  xx,  ip,  stf.) 
that  Jefus  difeovered  himfdf,  as  really  alive,  tft  any 
ccmfiderable  number  of  his  difciples  together,  after  his 
refurre&ion,  though  he  more  privately  appeared,  oa 

various 

NOTES- 

Tir  highly  probable  that  Chrift,  as  thi  flecarrd  ;  but  to  this  the  net  ms  kept  whale, 

net  wish  tending  the  fbpncing  of  rlw  great 
fiihc*.  t^rhaps  as  Tome,  have  thought,  that 
r*ct  veas  their  own*  a;vl  this  was*  burrwed, 
the  liifdp'^n  having  left  offtliwir  fiihing  tftde; 
and  fa  Chrilt  preserved  it  Icon  1  daimgCj  t# 


then 

<bme:h  andiaktth 
breftd,  apii  f^iveib 

fiih:  [i  ^ 

wile. 


i4Thisii  now 
the  third  time 
that  Jefiu  fhewrd 
Umfilfto  his  <H£ 
eiptes,  after  that 
lie  vai  riica  from 

the  dead. 


Lord  4£thc  earth,  u  vdl  as  of  the  fa,  had 
miraculvftffy  provided  all  this  for  the \t  fpcedy 
icfrvfhmcnt,  and  for  i  farther  taahifefbiun 
of  his  power  and  merry  on  Ihw  behalf. 

f  Ink  farmer  miracle  of  this  kind,.  (L«h 
v,  f ,  j.)  the  oct  broke,  tad  yer  the  Gib  net*  *  temeb  ui  to  ukc  Wre  oitorromJ  goods 

-  ■  I  i  * 
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til  *  sxL 


if  So  wlieti 
they  had  dined , 
Jdb*  ftkh  to  Si* ' 
monPcterf  Simon 
teof.Jon»E,  lo- 
vdrthotMTW  metre 
th  ao  theft  f  hefttth 
umo  him,  Tei  * 
Lord;  thoubnowr 
ffi’Jut  I  love  thee, 
flefcith  into  him, 
pefd  my  Umhs* 


■  id  He  fakhun- 

to  him  again  the 
fecund  l]mcx  fll- 
rhhi  fin  of  Jonas, 
Lovdi  ihm  me  ? 
Heftith  ujuo  him. 
Yea,  Lord,  Uioti 

k  »o»di>hdlfoK 
thee.  He  fihh  on¬ 
to  him.  Feed  my 

lUtep. 


various  occaGons,  to  fevenl  paraeiilar  perfoiu  *.  . 

15  After  they  had  done  eatings  and  Chrift  had  there¬ 
by  giten  them  tokens  of  his  friendships,  he  thought  it 
a  proper  feafon  tacitly  toi;eprove  Pieter  tot  his  late  Shame¬ 
ful  denials  of  him,  end  to  intimate  the  greatnefs  of  his 
own  love,  in  forgiving  him,  as  alio  to  admonish  .him  of 
his  doty  for  time  to  come,  and  to  Satisfy  him,  and  the 
reft  of  the  dtfciples,  that  he  had  reftored  him  to  his 
com  mi  (Son,  as  well -'is  taken  hi  or  into  favour,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  that  had  paSTed  t-  And  therefore  he  fpoke  -to 
him  particularly,  by  his  original  name,  and  not  bythat 
which  he  himfelf  had  given  him  with- a  view,  to  his 
Strong  faith,  {Mflttb.  xvi.  17,  18.)  Saying,  Simon,  Son 
of  jfonaj,  you  not  long  ago  faid.  Though  all  mm  he  <f- 
f ended  hecaufe  of  thee,  yet  vrill  not  /:  (Matth-  xxri.  33.) 
Have  you  indeed  a  greater  affe&ron  to  me  than.f  an 
of  thefe  my  difcipleshave?  Peter aufweredj  Lord,  t 
were  I  to  be  j  udged  of  by  my  late  behaviour,  there  is 
too  much  reafon  to  fnfpc£fc  me,  and  though  I  dare  not 
pretend  to  exceed  my  brethren  in  thdr  love,  having  too 
much  already  experienced  the ’vanity  of  fuch  prefump- 
tuous  thoughts  ;  yet  f  dare  humbly  appeal  to  thee,  that 
thou  knoweft  I  Sincerely  love  thee.  Jefus  replied,  Shew 
then  your  love  to  me,  in  exerci&ng  a  tender  care  toward 
the  weakeft  of  my  flock,  by  admuiiftring  fuch  doftrines, 
as  may  be  refreshing  and  ftrenthening  to  them  whom 
I  now  commit  to  your  charge.  - 

16  Again  he  faid  to  him  a  Second  rime,  Simen,  fan 
of  Jondi,  have  you  then  a  hearty  and  affeiEHonate  love 
for  me  ?  Peter  anfwered  as  before,. Tea,  Lord,  I  truft 
1  can  abide  by  this  appeal,  that  thou  knoweft  I  have  a 
Sincere  defire  toward  thee,  efteem  of  thee,  and  delight 
in  thee.  Jefus  replied  again,  Let  it  then  appear hy  your 
discharging  the  oifice  of  a  faithful  Shepherd  toward  all 
tny  Sheep  that  may  come  under  your  care. 

17  After 

+  E  S. 

aud  th*  pleiftra  abd  profit  of  fiibing  ?  But 
FtferV  dropping  this  of  the  queftk®  in 

his  anfwcr,  fraustfi  intimate  that  ne  odder* 
ftood  it  to  tdttt  tojiis  loving  Chrift  non 
than  he  feltawrdifciple*  loved  Atm  :  For  bo 
doobt  but  he  could  hav*  &id,  that  he  bred 
him  more  than  thofe  other  earthly: things 
or  tUc-he  could  not  hive  appealed  to  him 
for  ha  fincerity  therein ;  fiuce  if  he  did  dot 
lore  his  Lord  in  preference  to  all  things  here, 
'  he  could1  not  he  truly  faid  to  toe  him  at  all, 
(MsttB*  **  37<)  ?  bat  e  remembrance  of  his 
former  ftif-confidcncc,  and  its  dreadful  effect*, 
mighJ  well  make  him  afraid  of  /peaking  of 
*  hU  bn,  u  tueJljna  that  of  the  rtfl  of  \tU 
brethren;  accordingly  Jefoseonddi'cnikd  to 
renew  the  queflbn  without  the  companion. 


H  O 

*  This  may  likcwlfe  be  uuderffood  of  the 
thti  day  of  his  (hewing  hirfiftlf  to  any  of  his 
dHtipta  :  For  hi  -  appearance  to  Mary  May- 
daUnt*  i od  ptb^r  womco,  to  Frier,  and  the 
two  difeiplet  at  and  to  tt“*  apo* 

fttes  together,  except  T fanwr,  was  on  the  day 
of  hii  refturctiion,  Mj£.  Ximii,  ^  aqd 
xxiv,  1 3,  31,— w-jd.)  t  and  h:r  jewing  him* 
ftlf  10  them  fill,  when  7 $s*naj  was  with  them , 
was  on  thftt  day  feven  -night,  {xh&f*  xx.  t  tf») ; 
and  after  thU  we  have  00  account  of  his  ap. 
petting  again  to  any  of  ihon  till  now, 

f  Afarr  them  (^k|vi  rdflu)  may,  by 

the  eonO  region,  refer  totheobjrflsof  Pfter*s 
kmy  whrifc  would  make  the  meaning  of  the 
quedioD  to  be.  Bo  yon  bre  me  more  than 
you  do  thefe,  your  earthly  friend*  usd  four 
talons  or  more  than  thtfe  nets  and  busts, 


ch;«i; 

ty  He  faith  nth 
to  him  the  (hint 
time*  Simon  Jon 
of  Joaw  ;  loreft 
thou  to  A* Fntr 
w»  grieved,  be- 


1  _  # 

75c  tvangeBfi  John  parapbrafei. 
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me?  AmltfeKrd 

ham  Mm,  Lord/ 
thou  kngwcft  ail 
things  dwn: 

koowefttbitTbvo 

thee,  jefui  kith 
onto  hn|  t  Peed 

m; 


1 7  After  tbit  Chrift  pot  it  dofe  to  him  a  third  tiinea 

foying,  SUfwity  fob  of  yattdJ,  will  you  then  fhuid  to  it,* 
that  you  thus  unfrignedly love  me  ?  then  Peter  being 
-»  .«r  plainly  reminded  of  bis  haying  three  times  over  de-, 

OTfiltK^unto  his  Lord  a  few  days  ago,  notwithftanding  bis  highr 
hits  the  third  .  profej^otis  to  the  contrary,  was  exceedingly  troubled  in 
mT?’  St  th  further  repetition  of  the  fame  queftion,  and 

faid,  whb  ftill  more  earneftnefs  than  before,  Lord,  I 
know  there  is  do  deceiying  thee,  who  art  fully  acquaint¬ 
ed  with'aH  things,  even  to  the  moft  fecret  difpoOdons 
of  the  heart ;  but  my  great  comfort 'is,  that,  how  jult- 
ly  foever  Imay  fufpeft  myfetf,  and  deferVe  to  be  fuf- 

peded  by  thee  and  others,  thy  omnifoient  eye  feeathc 
principle  of  fate  which  is  in  my  fold 'toward  thee, 
and  the  uprigbtnefs  of  my  appeal  to  thee  about  it 
fus  snfwered  as  before,  Prove  then  the  fincerity  of  your' 
love*,  by  feeding- my  people  with  knowledge  and  un- 
derftsnding,  like  a  pallor  after  mine  own  heart,  wbatfo- 

ever  dangers  .  and  fulFe  rings  you  may  be  expofod  to 
for  it." 

m  "  i 

iff  And.  I,  who  am  Truth  itfelf,  'affa  redly  tell  you,' 
that  though,  in  the  days  of. your  youth  and  vigour,  you 
□fed  to  gird your  dotbes  about  your  Joins,  and  go  where- 
ever  you  pleated,  .as- but  now -you  girded  your  6 flier's 
coat  about-yon,  and  Came  to  me,  (ver.  7.) \  yet,  in  die 
declining  age  of  life,  to  which  you  fhall  be  preferred 
to  feed  my  .flock,  yOu -  will  - be  forced  to  ftretchf  out 

your  bands 'in'  fuch  a  difagreeable  manner,  and  .others 

will  bind  and  carry  yen  to  fiicb  tortures  and  death  -for 
my  fake,  as  human  nature  cannot,  but  wifh  if  pofEble, 
to  avoid.  ■ 

19.  Our  bkffed  Lord  fpoke  thefe  lalt  wo.rds  to  inti- 
mate that  particular fort  of  martyrdom,  even  the  death 
of’  tbe  crofe  by  which  Peter  fbooldat  length  leal  his 
tefBmony  to  him  and  the  gofpel, -fhould  give  ,  evident 
proof  of  the  power  of  divine  grace,-in  its  enabling  him 
LD  fubqait  to  that  cruel  and  fhameful  death,  with  a  be¬ 
coming 

NOTES. 


tBTerity  verily 
I  ley  onto  thee, 
When  thoe  va(t 
young  thoci  gird¬ 
ed  ft  UtjUlf,  and 

waJfccdft  whitfo 

thou  woaldril; 
but  when  thou 
flutt  he  old  thoB 

Oult  ftnrcfcToith 

tby  bifid*,  apd 

toother. Hull  gird' 
thee  ,  aftdv  carry 
t'ftct  vJijthcr  them 
wouldclt  not* 
tp  ThU  fpake 

he,  tigoifying  fay 

what  death  ?  he 

fjfluld  glop  fj 

And^hni 

U 


*  T4o  not  fie  that  any  great  dependence 
U 10  be  hjd  eo  the  obfervailoj)*  of  the  cri- 
rica,  about  the  different  fhiftsoftbt  verb* 
(t;'irxv  ind  f(Anv,  to  Wt  end  /impr tnd 
cru^iijvftT,  in  thi$  and  the  tvo  preee- 

dnig.  vtrfii :  The  tao  former  Qf  thefe  fi*ni  to 
he,  here  |t  Ujft/  vftd  prumlfeootfly  one  for 


relate  to  the  cuftom  of  laying  the  croft  on  the 
fl?ouidcr*  of  him  that  was  to  he  etudfied 
who  It fesros  carried  It  with  hi*  amis  extend¬ 
ed,  end  bound  o  n  theirairfVerfi:  piece  of  wood 
to  which  his  hands  were  afterwards  to  be 
nailed*  {Tidl  Lump.  U  Lee*)  And  poffibty 
the  oceauoti  of  oar  I^ard**  cuprcfline  P^/frs 


the  other*  a*  ttrtm  oP  the'Aoie  iiujurij  aS-cntdfiiion  ia  this  man  per,  wasuLcn  from 
alio  do  the  two  Utter;  hU  having jn(i  before  ft  retched  out  his  hands 

f  SJfgtcbwg  firth  ^  bavdf  hu  a  plain  wifVeajgcriicfft  afrd  ptdafure  in  fviin&iiD^ 
reference  to  the  (Kiftnre  of  a  crtici fixing  as  from  the  boat,  ver*  7. 

foUowinf  wfe  c^Uuisit ;  Apd  mifjv  ^  All  untitjuily  agree*  that  Pttn  wai  ctn. 
!n.'tV  irtnijotfed  hefoft  Pet <7**  girckri',  dfcfl  ai  though  ibcrc  is  a  great  diver- 

ci.4  Cirricil' ^vihithcr  'he  wotdd  may  hrr-  iu  iu  *u:coor^  of  of  k* 
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heh  id  fpokco  Jus 
he  faith  an  to  hi  so, 
Folbw  iac* 


Evangtlift  John  paraphrased. 


Gi.  xxi. 


coming  txerdlic  of  faith  aod  loyt^and  of  cheerful  re- 
fignation  and  patience,  and  ,££>ul4  thereby  encourage 
and  eftablilh  the  faith  of  otbeis^for  the  glory  of  God. 
And  Chrift  having  laid  th  is,b  c  fu  rtiief  co  n  firmed  Piter's 
com  mi  Sion,  aji  jiordered.hi  m  to  yield  .blmfelf  op  to  his 
fervice,  faying,  Keep  clofe  to  my  ip  (ir action s  and  tom* 
mauds,  inalf  your  preaching  aqd  iaixiurs,  under  the 
guidance  and-  mfluqice  of  mySpirit  ;«nd  follow;  my 
example,  in-  the.  exprctfe  of  every  grace*  through  faffer- 

tags-  and  death  to  glory-i.  and  toy.,  the  prefeat  dome  a- 
Icing  with  me.  .  .  ' '  ~ 

30.  Then  Peter  getting  up,-and  going  after  his  Lord, 
looked  behind  .him,  a?tdlav  that  .dtfdple  alfo  follow- 
jpg,  for  whom  Jefus  bid  a  peculiar  kipdneb,  as' appear¬ 
ed  on  various  occafions,  and  who,  partiejllarl y  at  the  lad 
pafdtal  fupper,  lcaning like  abdifom-fricDd  on  his  bread, 
laid  to  him,  .at  Peters  giving. the'  heck,  Lord,  ,Wbo  is 
k  of  all  this  company  that  will'  betray  thee  ?  [Chap, 

wik  aj, — IS*)  ; 

'll  Peiert  l  fay,  obferving  this  difciple,  and  bang 
partly  concerned  as  a  friend  Tor  him,  and.  .partly  curi¬ 
ous  to  know  what  would  become  of  him,  faid  to  Jefus, 
Lord,  'VV'bat  is  the  tot  that  will  befal  this  thy  peculiar 
favodiite  ? 

.81  Jefus,  not  thinking  proper  to  gratify  his  curiofity, 
replied,  wjtbfbme  obfcurity,  If  it  be.  my  pleafun  that 
he  ihould  continue  to  life,  till.  I  come  to  appear  iii  great 
glory ;  What  have  you  to  do  with  that  ?  your  duty  is 
to  mind  your  own  bufinefs  and  concerns,  and  not  trou¬ 
ble  yourfelf  about  his:  Wbatfceyer  becomes  of  him  yield 
you  yourfelf  up  to  me,  and  follow  my  ftep9,  as  1  have 
alreadr  ordered  you.  {ver,  •  19.) 

.  33  The  determinate  fenfe  of  this,  anfwer  iiot  being 
eafily  underfisod,  .a  report  was  immecliatelyfpread  a- 
broad  among  the  difeipiea,  who  were  all  brethren  in 
Chrift,  and  children  of  the  fame  heavenly  Father  with 
himfelf,.  that  (hi?  beloved  apoftle  ftiould.  never  die,  like 
other  men,  but  Ihould  remain  alive  on  earth,  till  their 
Lord  ihould  appear  at  the  final  judgment :  But  this  no¬ 
tion,  as  is  ufiial  in  oral  traditions,  was  grounded  on 
jnifconftr onions  of  Chrift’s.  words,  and  additions  of 
men  to. them ;  he  having  faid  no  fuch  thing  to  Peter , 
but  only,  If  I  am  minded  that  he  ihould  prolong  his 
days  upon  earth  till  I  come  *>  meaning  till  1  come  to 
deitroy  Jerufalem,  and  after  that  to  take  him  to  heaven, 
not  by  a  violent  death,  but  in  the  ordinary-  courfe  of 

nature 

NOTE*. 

*  GotVtbe  fenfe*  giren  in  the  Paraphufc  ftk  that  ftirYlred  the  deftrufilon  of  fcruf** 
were  ftl&iicd  in  Joins,  who  wm  the  opty  apo-  and  (hit  dstd'a  catunl  df 


ftoTfan  Peter, 
twrninff  ;ibuut , 
Jfeeth  difdph 
<rhbcnJdl»WT<d, 
ftlbwiaj;;  tehfcfc 
ilfb  leaned  odhu 
bttoJt  u  fiippcr, 
an4  IrOrd^ 
which  b  ho  that 
k&vagdb  Jbtt  ? 

is  Pa*r>  fee¬ 
ing  bioi,  (filth  to 
tout,  Lof4t»nd 
what  *  this 

Inaa  iaf  L  ■ T 

*  1  _ 

i1 

nptobiiQfin  yW 
that  he  tarry  dij  l 
co*tieT  whati/lAw/ 
OH  ?  jPoU6w 
thou  me* 


1$  Jhejiwtnt 
ThuTayuig  abroad 
aloQDj  "tu  hn> 
thru  }.  that  that 
difciple  QhhiU  not 
jic ;  yet  Jetiis  laid 

hotunto  him'flle 

bat, 

If  I  will  that  he  tar* 
Co  ou,  what 


it  l&U  u>  due  l 


Cb.  xn* 


■nf  T}U(1)  A* 

difcrp)e  whjch  tef- 
lifted*  of.  theft 
I  Hurt,  and  wrote 

theft  chinas ;  aoJ '■ 

we  know  (fast  his 
ufUppfly  is  trot. 


tf  And  then 
*ic  lift*  aUQy.  0- 
tber  things  which 
Jefts  did*  the 
which' Jf  _jhcy 

fhould.  btVrhtoJi 
every  One,  I  fup- 
pofethaeven  the 
wnrld  itfclf  could 
riot  tnnuin  the 
books  ihtc  /houM 
he  written,  .A* 
men. 
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nature)  at  a  good  old.  age,.,  what  fignifies  that  to  you  i  It 
is  no  bulipefs  of  years  to  inquire  after- it;  nor  is  it  for 
you  to  be"tnade  acquainted  before -Hand  with  it. : 

24  This  difciple,  concerning  whom  thefe  things, 
were  faid.to  Piter,  is  he  who  here  recordsthem,  arid 
wrote  the  prefent  biftory  of  Chrift ;  and  as  he  is  an  in-' 
fgired writer  of  what  he  has  feen  and  beard,  his  tefti. 
niony  is  undoubtedly  true :  So  that  it  is  toi  be  afluredly 
believed*,  according  .to  the  beft  rules  that  men  can 
hare  to  judge  of  Aieh  things,  what  he  bath  laid  is  al¬ 
ready  received  with  the fulleft  fatisfattioflby  tbeebureb^ 
es  a$  di  vinrlruth;  and, I  who^ive  committed  it  tp  writ¬ 
ing,  am  in£tnibly  c?rtain  of  ics  beingjo.  . 

25  And  now,  to  conolude.  the  whole,  fe  indefatiga¬ 
ble  was  the'Lord  Jefus  in  his  labours  who  went  about 
dqing  good,  [siBi  x.  38,)  that  a  vaft  abundance,  of  o- 
th’er  things,  well  worthy  pf  remembrance)  were' done 
by  him,  betides  thofe  which  are  recorded ;  and  were  a 
particular  account  to  be  written  at  large  of  all  his  ex¬ 
cellent.  prayerS)  difeourfes  and  performances  of  .a  reli¬ 
gions)  moral,  and  miraculous  nature,- 1  am  perfuaded 

they  would  fill  foch  an  incredible  number  of  voi 
lumesj  as  wofcltf oyer-load  the  mind  and  memory)  and, 
after  all,  the  unbelieving  world,  through  their  catnaU- 
ty  and. prejudices  agafrlft 'Chrift  and* the  gbfpel,  cobldt 
not  (xerw»)  receive  f  the  things  contained  therein;  and 
fo  they  would  be  of  no  more  advantage,  than  this  com¬ 
pendium  may  be  to  them.  In  ratification  of  all  the  fore¬ 
going  record,  I  hereunto  fet  my  amen  \  and  may  every 
one.  that  reads  it  fay,.  byway  of  affect  pud  conical.  So 
it  is,  and  fo  let  it  be  1 


*  The  words,  m  forw  have  been  drawn 
hy  foroe  irtto  an  argument  for  dp*  lift  chtap- 
t*rt  bring  written  by  other  hands  jlpn  the 
y*brs**t  But  the  beginning  of  this 
\<rCi  U  a  plain  confutation  of  that  opinion, 
where,  referring  to  what  Chrift  had  mention- 
til  ct>ncerning  It  is  feid.  T6ij  h  tbt  tfif- 
aplc  which  ttftij irt  of  theft  tkugs  end  wr&ft 

and  in  this  ch&pttr  he  apparent¬ 
ly  lifts  the  fame  fttle  as  be  hid  in  the  fore* 
goiag  parts  ot  the  biftory,  continuing  tueon- 
n‘iti  fm  own  name,  and  fpeaks  of  him  ft  If  u 
f.iC  difHple  whom  Jdiis  hived.  Thcittort, 
itcording  to  the  vinous  femes  given  in  the 
Pinpfaralc,  which  arc  fvjhmittod  fo  the  rcatU 
er‘s  chqkx,  -vt  may  teljtechhir  to  the 
coni  moil  fchibof  mankind,  a$  to  what  we  all 
know  iu  like  fo  j  or  to  what,  in  (atl3  is  the 


1  fi  So  - 

fen  ft  of  true  believer*  with  regard  to  the  things 
oomUncd  in  this  parffeoUr  hiftory ;  or  to 
the  apofll^s  own  afluraocc,  a  poo  infallible 
evidence,  of  the  truth  of  what  he  wrote ;  and 
fo  tt  agrau  with  what  ha  had  feld  before  In  a 
cafe,  of  which  he  was  an  cye-witntfs, 
xU.  if*;  For  tW  he  here  fpeak*  in  the  pfo* 
nl,  he  in  the  next.verfe  refimics  the  lingular 
number,  faying' Tfippofe ;  and  this  very  tpo* 
file  uftd  the  plural  number,  juft  to  the  feme 
manner,  when  fpraking  of  birofelf,  t  John 
i-  s,— J. 

+  The  word  rendered/!)  ftM/rir, 

is  lorrrt  lines  taken  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe, 
and  ligniiics  to  ftwive*  or  to  haw  place  in  the 
mind,  at  in  vI!!-  37*  and  xit. 

rr/ta.  And  lb  there  is  no  ueeefiity  for  an 
}{+*rrhfo  to  account  for  thi?  phfafc* 

w  A 


RECOU 


Cb«  xit 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  repeated*  miraculous,  and  plain  are  the  praMi  of  Chrift’s  reAjrretfllon, 
who  has  given  us  foch  abundant  fatis&jUoa  concerting  it*  as  Ihould  make  us 
afraid  of  entertaining  a  fufpicicHi  to  the  contrary !  He  n  often  nay  his  people 
while  they  know  it  not,  b  better  to  them  than  their  own  expectation,  and  vifita 
them  in  the  patnehof  Ins  mercy,  even  before  they  look  for  him  t  And  O  with 
what  wonders  of  divine  power,  condefoenfion,  and  tdndnefs,  does  he  isanKeft 
himfelf  to  them,  ftnee  his  Kfusre&ion  from  the  dead  I  But  when  they  have  tnif- 
behaved,  he  puts  them  to  the  trid,  and  to  the  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their 
love  to  him :  And  bow  happy  is  ft,  upon  dole  and  ftrious  refle&ioa,  to  be  able 

to  appeal  to  -him,  as  the  omnftdent,  heart- fearching  God,  that  he  knpws 
we  love  him  I  We  may  then  be  allured  that  he  firft loved  ;  and  whatfoever  tri¬ 
ale  he  may  further  calf  ns  to,  he  will  enable  us  to  follow  him,-  even  onto  death, 
that  God  may  be  glorified  thereby  r  But  let  us'  take  heed  of  indulging  curiofity, 
by  prying  into  his  fecrets,  or  meddling  with  things  that  do  not  concent  u.^* 
Wnilft  us  nuniftruig  forvaots  fiih  for  fouls,  unleft  it  be  under  his  direction  and 
Ueffing,  how  much  fitever  they  toQ,  they  will  catch  nothing :  But  when,  at  his 
command,  they  caft  the  gofpei-net,  and  he,  by  a  fecret,  efficacious  influence, 
brings  a  Iboal  under  its  power;  how  furprizing  is  the  fuccefe !  And  when,  by 
their  miniftry,  he  has  gathered  a  church  for  himfelf,  with  what  tendernefi  does 
he  take  care  of  the  weakeft,  as  well  as  the  ftrongeft  among  them !  With  what 
folemn  injunction  has  he  laid  it  upon  his  Gtnraats  to  feed  them  with  good  doc¬ 
trine.)  And  how  can  they  Ihew  their  love  to  Chiifl,  without  attending  to  the 
charge  he  has  riven  them  of  his  lamb*  and  fheep  J— Blefled  be  God  for  the  fuffi* 
ciency  of  the  feripture,  flee  from  all  the  uncertainties  of  oral  tradition,  and 
without  any  need  of  foppkmcnts  of  that-kiud,  which  are  no  way  to  be  depend¬ 
ed  upon,  unlefstbey  agree  with  the  ward  of  God:  But  we  an  well  allured,  that 
Whatever  is  kft  upon  record  there  is  infallibly  true ;  as  foch  mar  we  believe  ft, 
approve  of  it*  and  rejoice  in  it,  laying,  as  with  one  heart  and  voice, 'Amen  l 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E 

TO  THE 

J  ■ 

Third  and  Fourth  Volumes, 

CONTAINING  THE 

Acts  of  the  Apostles,  ;  and  Paul’s  Epiftks  to 
the  Romans,  Corinthians,  Galatians, 

and  Ephesians* 

TH E  favourable  acceptance  which  the  former  volumes  on  the  Evarf^ 
gelifts  have  met  withy  among  many  fertous  Ghrift tans  and  worthy 
mmfters  ;  the  good  ufe*  which  ( at  1  have  often  been  informed)  is  con- 
tinually  made  of  them  in  multitudes  of  religious  families*  to  their  hi - 
Jirutlion  and  edification^  efpeciatiy  on  the  Lorcts  day  evenings  ;  and  ihd 
repeated  importunity  of  many  valuable  friendly  together  with  the  ad¬ 
vantage  and phafure  that  /  find  in  jl  tidying  the  gofpcl  revelation ,  have 
encouraged  me  to  proceed  in  the  fame  manner  on  other  parts  of  the 
New  Te ft  ament*  Having  therefore  obtained  help  of  (Sod  to  continue  to 
this  day?  I  have ,  at  lengthy  redeemed  fo  much  time  from  other  fervices 
and  avocations*  at  to  carry  on  my  defign  through  the  A£ts  of  the  Apo 
flics,  the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  and  the  two  Epiftles  to  Corinthians* ; 
according  to  the  propofols  puhlijhed  a  white  ago .  Thefe  give  us  d  more 
perfect  view  of  the  ficheme  tf  Chriftianity  than  can  he  gathered  frotri 
the  Evangel!  ft  s,  who  wrote  the  hiftory  of  tranfdB'ums  that  pajfed  before 
the  gofpel+difpenfation  was  fet  up  in  its  full  tight  and  glory * 

COD  preferring  life  and  healthy  and  capacities  of  clofe  thinkings  & 
few  years  longer*  1  prop cfe*  by  his  affiance*  to  go  through  the  remain* 
der  cf  the  New  Teft ament  in  two  volumes  m&re*  of  much  the  fdtsze  fizt 
with  the  others  ;  and  to  add*  at  the  end ,  an  alphabetical  table  cf  the 
principal  things  contained  in  the  Paraphrafe ,  and  cfpecitilly  in  the  Notes* 
of  all  the  Gx  volumes*  But  I  do  not  intend  to  let  the  world  he  troubled 
with  any  further  propofols  for  a  fubfeription*  jince  it  is  to  be  prefumedj 
that  thofe  who  have  purchased »  and  approve  <f  what  is  already  put  into 
tbeir  bands*  will  fcarce  be  backward  tc  complete  their  fet *  with  the  ad* 
ditional  advantage  cf  fo  ufful  an  Index  to  the  whole :  ^4ad  to  give  tlscm 
on  opportunity  of  doing  it*  they  may  expect  to  fee  the  iifth  and  fixih 
volumes  advertised  in  the  public  papers *  if  ever  they  be  fimjbed* 

t  a 


A  3 


The  General  PREFACE. 


AS  therefore  I  may  not  have  fuch  another 9  I  would  lay  bold  on  the 
prefont  occdfiofiy  to  exprefo  my  grateful  fonfo  of  the  friendly  approba¬ 
tion  of  thefo  labours  that  has  been  difoovered  in  the  generous  fubfertp - 
tUn$  to  this,  as  •well  as  to  the  former  volumes  :  For  theft,  though  fewer 
than  the  fir  ft  y  are  more  than  could  be  Aeafonabfy  expeEledy  confidering 
how  many  <f  my  acquaintance^  who  encouraged  thaty  have  been  carried 
off  by  death  in  tie  compafs  of  /even  yean  ;  and  bow  many  other  works f 
of  a  like  nature^  were  offered  to  the  public  t  about  the  fame  time  with 
this  y  and  efpecially  confidering  the  alarming  troubles  and  dangers t  con * 
fufionSy  Ioffes ,  and  expenses  9  that  attended  the  late  deleft able *  unpro¬ 
voked 9  and  cruel  rebellion  againft  the  heft  of  kings  and  governments^  at 
home  ;  and  tie  additional  charges  and obftruEtions  to  tradcy  that  Jtillarifo 
from  a  long  continued  war  with  two  formidable  powers  abroad* 

THE  reader  may  confute  the  Preface  to  the  Evangelifts*  to  lead  him 
into  the  view  and  plan  of  my  defigny  and  into  the  method  I  have  taken  in 
empofing  the  Paraphrafet  Notes,  and  Recolle&ions,  and  have  recom¬ 
mended  to  be  taken  in  reading  tbemy  either  in  the  clofet  or  family  t  Only 
I  findt  upon  obforvatierty  that  it  may  be  beft  for  the  perfon  that  reads 
to  other Sy  to  recite  firft  the  Teat,  and  then  the  Paraph rafe,  verfo  by 
verfoy  naming  the  number  ff  the  fevered  verfoSy  both  in  fbe  Text  and 
Parapbrafot  they  come  in  courfo;  and  it  may  fometimes  be  proper  to 
read  the  Notes  belonging  to  any  qf  the  verfosy  as  foon  as  the  Paraphrafe 
on  the  verfo  isfolf  is  gone  through*  But  the  .  references  to  texts  and 
notes y  that  are  put  into  parenthefrs  in  fbe  Parapbrafoy  or  Notes*  may 
Ordinarily  he  paffed  over  in  reading  to  a  family*  and  cvnfuked  at  lexfure* 

H 

I  CAN  HOT  fad  awn,  that,  as  I  have  conflantly  aimed  af  a  pra&kal, 
as  veil  at  do&rinal,  and,  ( when,  apprehended  to  he  nftful )  at  a  critical 
interpretation ,  and  at  giving  as  vfide  a  fcope  to  the  mind  if  (be  Help 
Cbofi  therein,  at  appeared  to  me  to  he  confijleizt  with  the  contex,  the 
Paraphrafe  on  many  verfes  may  feem  too  fang  ;  and  confeq ucntly  may  he 
drawn  out,  on  fame  chapters,  too  far  to  he  conveniently  read  at  once , 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  family  religion.  But,  in  fuch  cafes,  I  bavd 
rather  chofe  to  leave  it  to  the  difetetion  of  the  beads  of families,  to  order 
how  much  Jball  he  read  at  a  time,  than  to  break  the  chapters  into 
factions,  which  might ,  perhaps,  be  deemed  a  difagreeable  innovation, 
by  feme  fatter e  and  tenderly  jerupufaus  fouls,  the  faqft  of  which  /  would 
Jlvdioujly  avoid  offending;  and  fo ,  tike  the  great  apoftle,  be  made  all 
lawful  things  to  alt  men,  that  1  may  by  all  means  gain  tomcr  (t  Cor . 
j±.  19,— Z2.) 

■ 

IT  is  fo  be  foppofody  that  various  font  hunts  its  the  following  per¬ 
formance  may  not  fust  tbe  judgment  and  tafte  ff  Chriftians  of  every 
charaEltr :  and  I  am  not  fo  vain  as'  to  imagine*  that  I  mufi  needs  be  al¬ 
ways  eighty  and  they  wrong f  ih  every  point  in  which  we  differ  s'  But  as 
I  have  honcftly  re  prefont  ed  ctfery  text  and  context  in  the  fair  eft  manner  r 
according  to  she  light  Cod  has  given  me *  equity  and  candour y  Chriftianily 

and 
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emd  humanity,  and  all  the  juft  laws  of  fret'  thinking,  demand,  that  ftteft 
would  ferioufly  and  impartially  read  and  conftder  the  evidence  that  Offers 
in  the  Paraphrafe  and  Nates  to  fupport  it ;  and  I  would  recommend  it 
to  them  to  hoi,  as  I  have  always  deftred  to  do,  to  the  Spirit  ef  wifJom 
and  revelation,  to  lead  them  into  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  s  And  wbe~ 
tber  they  may  he  convinced,  that  the  fenfe  given  ef  feme  pajfages  is  tha 
true  meaning  ef  them  or  not,  I  earneftly  intreat,  that  they  would  not 
throw  the  book  ajide,  upon  a  dijiike  ef  tbtfe  parts  ef  it  t  hut  difmjjing 
prejudices,  would  make  a  pious  and  candid  ufe  of  the  reft,  in  which  / 
hope  they  will  he  entertained  with  many  things,  that,  by  the  hUfftng  ef 
Cod,  may  be  to  their  fpiritual  improvement  in  knowledge,  faith ,  arid 
practice, 

THESE  muft  he  interwoven  in  the  readers  aims  and  attainments,  at 
they  ore  in  all  the  apoftolic  writings ,  if  he  would  have  a  juft  and  pro? 
fttable  view  ef  the  noble  deftgn  ef  the  gofpel-revelathn,  according  to 
the  holy  feriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  him  wife  unto  falvatiODy 
through  faith  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  (2  Tim .  iil.  15  ) 

JF  the  Holy  Spirit  Jhatt  hleft  the  prefent  humhk  attempt  ffer  which 
/  deftre  the  afjiftance  of  all  my  Chrift  ianfri end’s  prayers )  to  anfwer  this 
important  end,  to  any  ef  the  prefent,  or  rifing  generation,  I /ball  great¬ 
ly  rejoice,  and  aferibe  the  entire  glory  ef  it  to  the  God  ef  all  grace , 
through  Jefus  Chrift  :  For  Itruft  the  bigbeft  of  my  ambition  it,  to  heap • 
proved  of  the  Lord,  as  his,  and,  for  his  fake,  as  all  his  peoples,  maft 
jtncerely  and  religioufty  devoted,  though  unworthy,  miniftrmg  fervanf. 


J^o b do u,  February  1 6, 

1746-7, 

■ 


JOHN  GUY6E. 


THE 

CONTENTS  of  the  ACTS  of  the  Apostle*. 

CftA?«  I,  with  an  angelic  htftrt  tm  frf  countenance  t  %s* 

i  Brief  review  of  foe  ri firry  of  Chrifi,  efpc*  p*  S 9* 

X  daily  after  bit  dex tb,  JiiJ  aft  Ch  4  f.  VII* 

:tafom  to  heaven  from  the  mount  af  Olives,  Stfphen^  defence  of  famfelf  before  tht  Sank* 
i, — 1 1.  Hh  rifriples  r tt urn  fo  Jcniiakm,  drim  agrinfi  the  bltforimy  laid  to  hit  charge 
sad  the  (brier  4/ Matthias,  ft  bemtspoflletn  on  aaoont  of  -what  ht  bad  frid  about  the 
the  room  fl/jims,  r*,—  id,  page  *.  change  of  ceremcrial  rites,  and  acceptable 

C  H  AP*  U*  wor flapping  God  it?  <®f  //flff  at  well  at  jW 

€  Half  Grift  if  poured  otrt  spin  the  iifcipUt  other,  — f0,  About  Mofes  and  Hs  law, 

in  the  appearance  of  ctevcs  tongues  cf  fire,  10,-43,  Aad  about  the  dtflruQiox  *f  foe 

t, — 4.  Notice  is  take#  of  foit  by  the  muter  tewfy  44i — He  appuey  the  dtfimft 

t ode  that  came  together  $, — 13.  Peter**  to  the  council  and  bit  projeeutors,  H* 

dfcoirfe  on  thh  ottafion,  T4> — 3 The  hap*  And  is  fioned  to  death,  white  he  teas  tender 

fy  rjfetis  of  his  fermou  in  the  eenverfio*  of  on  extraorjfiaory  marifefi often  of  Chifi  to 

three  tboafosd,  and  shetr  addition  to  (he  church,  '  him,  and  was  ptaftngfor  Us  enamel,  14* 
37  > — 4t*  Tut  ftfinestt  piety  And  charity  of  -Hfo.  p*  dj. 

tbif  ftr&  apojtefte  church,  and  the  tokens  of  CHAP-  VI I L 

Got fs  awning  and  bieffi ng  them,  41,-47,  The  pcrfecuthm  of  the  church,  i*— 3-  Its  «• 

p.  11,  fargemtut  (hiefiy  by  means  ^/Phitip'j preach* 
Chat*  HI*  tag  the  gflfpcl  at  Samara  vrtibgrm Jricefs, 

ter  and  John  cure  a  cripple  that  toy  at  the  4i — 13*  The  ape  ft  id,  Peter  4*d  John,  con- 

gate  of  the  temple,  r,— >ti.  Peter  declares  firm  the  SfripUs  there,  and  foverely  reprove 

to  the  people,  that  thistpas  done,  $bt  by  their  &mon  Magus,  14*— And  Philip,  by 

own  power  or  L-iiinefi^  bat  by  frith  in  the  order  of  an  angel,  preacher  Cbrifi  to  tht  tu* 

name  of  Gbrijt,  ™  they  had  crucified,  ouch,  baptizes,  and  leaves  itat,  if, — 40. 

f  a, — 18,  And  exhorts  them  to  repentance,  4  p*  8tf» 

and  fo  believe  in  turn  for  the  remijfioa  of  fin.  Chap,  IX* 

3p,-^id,  p*  *8,  Saul  going  to  perfect*  te  Chrifih  difriples at  Da- 

C  H  A  p.  JV,  mritas,  is  converted  Sy  the  way,  t,— p»  Jt 

ter  and  John  art  mprijbnei  by  the  Jewiffi  haptifrd  ty  Anaaiai,  Imnudbal**. 

rulers,  and  five  then  fanfare  converted,  iy  preaches  Chrifif  to-,— it,  fie  Jews  and 

4.  The  o  ps  flics  ere  brought  before  the  San*  G  reeks  are  fo  provoked  at  ibis ,  as  to  feek  bit 

bedrim,  5, — 7,  peter  mates  bis  defence,  hfo*  but  he  efcopes  them  both,  *3, — y>* 

and  preaches  Chrifi  to  them,  8, — t  *-  They  Peter  corn  Aeneas  of  the  palfo  at  I^dda, 

dfnlij sbita  and  J<ihuT  eommandin*  them  to  3^,— -3J*  And  rrifif  Tibttu&  fpem  thedafd 

preach  no  mare  iu  Chrifi't  name,  M  J°PP**  3^ >“—43^  p-  96* 

The  apofiks  and  fteir  company  betah  them-  C  H  A  P- 

f tlves  to  prayer,  13* — 30*  And  God  bo~  Cornelius,  a  Roman  efiker^  bang  din&td  m 
noariug  them  with  a  fnjb  rffufyn  of  bis  Sfi*  *  vtjUn,  fends  for  Peter,  1 -8*  Peter, 

r\t,  they  were  bust  together  iq  love,  and  Chrifi  bring  oKwared  ht  a  psrrefpondent 

liits  glorified,  31^37*  p,  38.  goes  to  ComeHus,  though  a  OcntUe,  9irri3, 

Chap,  V,  Tie  dtfconrfo  that  Puffed  between  them,  in 

tejhs  and  pu  rift  went  of  Aciaaias  and  Sap?  which  Ptt tt  preached  Chrifi  to  Um,  14,— ~ 

jihir^t  Ijrr1!*,  T#r  op f fites  work  many  4%*  the  Holy  Ghofi  falls  On  Cornelius  and 

miracles,  to  the  inert  af  if  the  chntth,  ti^r  bis  friend?  >  and  thereupon  they  aft  baptized, 

3  6*  They  are  again  mprijoned,  and  on  an*  43>?~4&*  p.  ni,  m* 

get  delivers  thrmy  ordering  theta  te  go  on  in  *  C  g  A  P+  XI* 

preaching i  which  they  did,  to  the  great  vexnr  Peter  if  aepfed  by  fas  brphren  at  Jetu&lem  for 
pan  of  iieir  enemies,  17*— it*  Tkfj  are  *  gritty  in  ta  the  peptifca,  He  mokes 

brought  agaiy  before  lie  Sanhedrim  and  exo~  mt  defence  fa  their  absadapt  fistkfnlhon,  6, 
wined,  and  ntfke  their  defence,  ^*-7-3  3*  The  gif  pel  fpreods  ahmafwltb  great 

CttAialici'i  prpdeni  advice,  upon  which  ehey  foccefs  in  Autbcb,  and  other  places  round  at 
are  dijmijfof  with  fiourgbtg,  ^4,-40.  They  bputi  11*  Barp^Ws  is  font,  and,  find* 

depart  rejecting,  and  proceed  tn  their  work,  Pwd,  goes  with  him,  to  help  forward  the 

41, — 41*  p»4S*  gUdWfk  there,  xx,—iG"  A^bos  pxopht* 

C  n  A  Pi  VI.  cies  of  agtfat  foadnei  aedrefief  is  feat  by  ike 

'e  f  rfihiifiotf  Af  tre  office  of  deacons  for  f/pa~  Gertie  convent  to  the  brethren  in  Judca^ 
fing  cf  the  t  larch's  jrpcb,  wifi  the  octafm  of  i  7  ,-—30.  p,  317* 

it,  afd  an  account  cf  the  fmn  that  were  thp*  Chap*  XTJT. 

ft  tt,  ■*— 7*  Stephen,  one  cf  the  fovea,  cj  Herod  pesfientes  tie  Gbrijfions,  hJh  tht  apeftlt 
fifpuied  rgaiufi ,  and  arwfoA  to  foe  Saule-  Jemei*  and  imprifias  Peter,  f , — 4.  Pctq 

fan,  8^14,  before  them  u  br&gbf  out  of  pnfon  by  an  ongyf,  bn  no* 


Chap*  I* 

A  Brief  review  of  foe  bifiory  of  Chrifi  <>  efcc* 

daily  after  bit  dextb,  t,-4*  JiiJ  aft 
eenfim  to  heaven  from  the  mount  af  Olives, 

H;j  rifripies  rri*#rj!i  to  Jprutkkm, 
tj sd  ihecbrire  af  Alatthias,  to  be  on  ttptfile  to 
the  roam  p/ judas,  rt,— id,  pgei. 

Chap*  U* 

The  Holy  Ghofi  if  poured  met  upon  foe  difciples 
in  the  appearance  of  clove n  tongues  of  fire, 
J, — 4*  Notice  is  taken  of  fo>i  by  the  muter 

J ode  that  come  together,  — 13,  Pcter^f 
difooti fo  on  thh  otenfion,  T4> — 3*-  The  hap* 
fy  efieHs  of  his  forntan  in  the  converge*  of 
three  tboxfosd,  and  thrir  addition  io  the  church, 
37 , — 4 1  *  The  etfinott  piety  and  clarity  of 
tbit  sttw  cpojhfic  church,  and  the  tcic&s  of 
Grits  awning  and  bUffing  them,  4 

p*  1** 

Chat*  III* 

peter  and  John  cure  a  cripple  that  lay  at  the 
gate  of  the  temple ^  i,— 1 1.  Peter  declare 
•j&  the  pcepU,  that  this  ij m  don<t  fist  by  their 
own  power  or  J-?Lnf/fT  bat  by  frith  in  the 
name  of  Cbrijt,  who m  they  had  cruafied, 

4 x, — 18,  And  exhorts  them  ta  repentance, 
and  ta  believe  in  turn  for  the  remiffioa  of  fin, 

3  p*  18* 

Chap.  JV, 

Peter  and  John  art  tmprijbnei  by  the  Jewifti 
rulers,  and  five  then  faun  are  converted,  i>T. 
4.  The  afo  flics  ere  brought  it  fore  the  San* 
hedrim,  5, — 7,  peter  makes  bis  defence, 
and  preaches  Chrifi  to  them,  8, — ti.  They 
dfn:ift  him  and  John,  commanding  them  ta 
preach  no  mare  in  Chrjfi's  name, 

The  upofite 1  and  fbrfr  company  betake  trim* 
jUvesto  prayer,  aj* — 30.  And  God  bo* 
nanring  them  frith  a  frefi  rffrtfiQn  of  bis  Spi¬ 
rit,  they  were  knit  together  if?  love,  and  Chrifi 
lias  glorified,  ft  ^37*  '  p,  38. 

Chap,  V. 

The  fm  and  purifomeui  of  Ananias  and  Sap? 
phir^t  The  apt  files  work  many 

irtiradtSi  ta  the  mertafe  if  the  chstnb,  11^ 
3  6*  They  are  again  tmprifoned,  and  on  an* 
get  delivers  thrmy  ordering  trim  h  go  on  in 
preaching,  which  they  did,  to  the  great  vexa¬ 
tion  of  triir  enemies,  17,— it*  Tkn  are- 
brought  agoitf  before  tie  Sanhedrin 1  and  exa¬ 
mined,  and  ffte.kc  their  defence,  id*— 33* 
Oanialki4!  prudent  advice,  upon  which  eriy 
are  rijmijfcS  wtih  fc* urging,  ^4,* — 40.  They 
depart  rrjtidqg,  dvA  proceed  tn  triir  work, 

4*i — 4l*  P*4®* 

Chap,  VI, 

^he  \nfih{i?ieu  *f  frit  office  of  deacons  for  fifpa- 
fing  cf  the  (larch's  jrpek,  wifi  the  onefion  of 
it,  and  an  account  cf  the  fovea  that  were 
fen,  1, —7-  Stephen,  one  cf  the  fiven,  is 
fifpuied  ageiafi,  and  arcufot J  to  foe  Sa*ri~ 

drin,  8^14.  An4  opfcxrt  before  trim 
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twcr  to  At  prmtn  af  the  church  fir  Aws*  $, 
'Wip.  Herod,  in  the  ntiifi  of  hit  prise,  is 
fionfi  am y*f,  and  dut  m sferabfy,  *o,— 

43-  After  bis  death  the  word  of  God  pro* 
vmis  fxceedi*gtyf  and  Barnaba  s  Had  rv- 
torn  to  Antioch,  14,  1  s»  p.  137. 

c»ap*  xin, 

final  and  Barra  ba*  arc  Jbtcmnfy  feparattd  to 

fimr  apofioHc  office  among  Gentiles  at  welt 
as  Jews,  ht  fit  church  at  Antioch,  i,— j. 
Tfeir  firfi  aptfiolic  /Wk^,  hfrofog  *1  Sc- 
leucia,  W  procee$*X  /raw  /taste  fg  Sala^ 
pus  and  Paphos  in  M*  i/fc  Cyprus,  4,^7, 
Tkiz  r/#CMa/er  j*/  Paphos  wifi  Elvinas  tb* 
Jbrcerer,  and  converting  Sergius  Pauliis,  $k — . 
' }%-  Saul,  who  from  fist  fitbe  is  sailed  Paul, 
goes  with  tiarnafcu  and  ethers  to  Perga  in 
i^ffiphyib.  and  from  these*  to  Antioch  in 
J’ifidia,  where  they  preached  Cbrifi  to  fie 
Jews,  and  devout  Gcutiles,  many  cf  which 
t acre  converted,  13,-43-  Bat  ether  Jew* 
fMtradiRipg  and  btejbbeunag,  they  waxed 
bold,  and  preached  to  the  idolatrous  Gentile) 
wits  g&at free  ft,  44  “4 9-  And,  the  bv- 
hcBevhtg  Jews  raiftug  pcrfocutioM  agate/}  fie 
npofrtes,  they  depart  from  these*  to  Iquiicm, 
bearing  fietr  ttfHu seat  atainfi  theft  infidels, 
and  having  the  dijapies  full  of  joy,  sPr-$  *, 

P*  145^14^ 

Chap,  xrv. 

Paul  and  Barnabas  preach  xhcgcfpd  at  Iconjum , 
/ram  whence  they  are  driven,  by  a  Jewifli 
f  erf  earth*,  to  neighbouring  towns,  i, — 7. 
'At  Lyflra,  a  cripple  is  mract*&)#fly  healed, 
and  fit] people  fiercapon  arc  fiarte  refrained 
from  offering  fotrificc  to  the  two  dpofres,  as 
incarnate  gads ;  and  yet  foon  after  y  fy  fie  j*. 
fiigation  of  the  Jews,  fits  frntd  Pan!,  Hit 
they  thought  they  had  tiffed'  bm^  8,— so. 

&  fifties  vifr  fie  churches,  which  they  had 
lately  planted,  to  confirm  them,  and  fettle  po- 
fiert  in  »i,  —13.  And  then  return  to 
Antioch  in  Syria,  to  report  what  God  bad 
done  by  them,  in  this  their  firfi  journey  among 
Ski  idolatrous  Gentiles,  *4* — l&.  p*  1*3, 

C  H  A  V-  XV. 

A  dt/fisft  if  tSftd  at  Antioch,  by  jtsiteziag 
teachers,  cheat  cirtnwafing  the  Gentile  00#* 
verts ;  and  Paul  and  Bavnahaa  art  fi**b 
the -churn  n  to  Jcrofrlcm  fir  a  4c  afipn  of  that 
pant,  I*— S-  The  debates  and  aurfjfit*  cf 
fie  cotmdl  fi  Jctiifdom,  and  fitir  circular 
letter  to  fit  Gentile  believers  concerning  it, 
A, — 19.  Pf  ul  and  JSarnabas  carry  if  to  An* 
tudi,  where  it  h  received  wifi  great  joy* 
30*— 3f  *  After  which  they  pnpoje  a  fecond 
joint  apofrhc  journey ;  but  fall  inta  Jack  a 
worm  fonleitthn  about  John  Murk,  that  they 
part,  and  taka  different  roots,  jtf, — 41. 

p. 

Chav,  XVI. 

Paul,  finding  Timothy  at  Lyftvm,  eirrumdfof 
him,  and  takes  him  to  be  his  affijfant,  £,—3, 
Vrfito  /extra l  church 5,  4,  j*  Is  prevented 


T 

going  tojbme  places,  and  dir  fifed  to  Macedo^ 
nht,  by  tbs  Spirit^  d,— 14,  Lpdlntsera* 
verted  by  bis  mtmftry  near  Philippi,  13,-^ 
%$*  die  afterwards  c&fls  oat  a  fptrit  ofdhi* 
nation  from  ayoant  woman  tbere9  !«,— it* 
For  fin  bt  and  dibs  are  fconrgti  audimpri- 
Jotted,  i9,-^4.  The  fitter  is  converted, 
4-  And  Paul  and  Silas  are  paiticiy 
and  honourably  fit  at  liberty  by  fie  magtfirates, 

p.  iBr,  stt. 

C h  aVp  XVIT, 

r,  and  preaches  at  Thef&lonk?a, 
te  believe,  and  others  perfects  bun, 
Hcgm  to  Berea,  and  preaches  with 
good  freer fs  there,  HU  the  perfiemiag  Jew* 
follow  ham,  and  drive  him  from  thence,  la, 
—14.  He  is  conduBed  to  Athens,  where 
be  preaches  Jtfis  and  the  rtforreftioM,  and 
difpaits  with  toe  heathen  phitefopbers  agdufi 
idolatry,  and  feosral  perfoes  are  fuuwrfrdr 

'  P-  W1. 

Chap,  XVII  I- 

Pjnl  gees  from  Adieus  to  Corinth,  vwb  at 
his  fictuar  trade,  and  preaches  firfi  to  the 
Jews,  and  then  to  fit  idohlTOH  Gentiles, 
x*r— 4,  frceefs,  and  his  encouragement  by 

a  ui (ion  to  continue  there,  7, — ri*  U»  ff* 

cufrtion  by  the  Jews  to  GaUio,  fit  Roman 
■governor,  who  Ttfofii  to  intermeddle  in  fieir 
efiain,  1*,— 17*  His pragtefi  afterwards 
to  Ephe&s  and  Antioch,  from  whence  he 
frit  m  on  Ids  third  afefiotie  journey  through 
fcveraJ  countries  in  St  wafto  JeiwLem,  tfl, 

43.  Apollcw,  preaching  the  baptifm  of  John 
at  Ephdcs.  is  further  infiruned  by  AquOa 
and  Prifcnra ;  and,  rohg  frotn  theme  to  A* 
duia,  preaches  Cbriftto  the  Jews  with firip* 
tara( evidence,  44,— at.  p.  H5>  ss4* 

Chav*  XIX. 


mouths  ie  the  fynogogue,  where  meeting  wish 
eyeat  oppofttion,  be  removes  to  the  fibool  of 
Tyrasnu$p  and  preaches  then  two  years , 

confirming  hh  doaHnc  by  miracles,  9, — **, 
Some  Jewidi  exordfis>  fiat  made  oft  tf 
Cbrift's  name,  are  confounded,  and  others  of 
them  converted,  1 3^—40.  Paul  pftrpo/es 
to  go  finsgh  Macedonia  and  AcJiaia  to  Je- 
nualciD  aadHjame,  but  defers  it  fir  feme 
time,  ii,  ia.  The  Btver*frnfis  rmfe  a  mb 
to  cry  ap  Diana  of  tie  Ephefiana*  m  oppofi- 
ttea  to  him,  13,-34.  But  the  taw&elcrit 
d/per/a  and  apptafis  them,  35, — 4T* 

p.  aid. 

Chap.  XX. 

aul  travels  through  Macedonia,  Greece,  ami 
Alia,  tilt  he  comes  «  Tnns,  1 tf  *  Preach' 
es,  and  adnumfiers  fie  Lord's frpper,  and 
rafts  Kutychtis  from  fie  dead  there,  7,— *li. 
Set*  forward  from  thence  in  bis  way  to  Jeru¬ 
salem,  *7/  ht  comes  to  Miletus,  13,— id- 
Scads  for  fie  elders  e/Ephcftii,  and  preach* 
«  d  farewell forrmn  to  fim  there,  17,-33. 

Adi 
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And  toketafikmnOMdwofi  oftfiiooatc  leans 

of  them,  ]^39i  ptiiSt 

C  JI  A  F,  XXt- 

Paul  fits  MI  with  iu  comply  from  Miletus 
$#d paffct by  fiver al places ur  his  vmtoCo> 

T-  There  they  lodge  at  PhUtp  the 
h**fe,  and  travel  on  fiat  from 
tbenfr  to  Jeru&W,  uotwithfaadmg  the  rt- 
mafiraacss,  that,  upon  AgabusV  prophecy 


*Sertugt,  'Wirt  made 
£ folates  Us  brethren . 


at  their  perfuafioa ,  purifiei  himfiff  according 
U  the  law,  in  cmiefienfiau  to  the  prejo&L 
*ts  of  the  Jcw^  iff,  The  Afotk 
Jews,  firing  him  in  the  tewple,  cry  Mi  fieri* 
**fu  and  inceafe  the  people  agrinfi  him,  why 
iMtntly  frizt  him  as  a  criminal,  17,— jo* 
Hf  narrowly  efiapes  with  bis  bfe,  by  the  of 
finance  offi*  tfnif  tapiaia,  who  refines  mm 
tut?/  their  bends  t  and  pies  him  BWrty  to 
JP*ek  i*  hit  own  defence,  11,-40.  p.  *5t. 

Chip,  XXIL 

Paul,  m  7ttaBng  his  defence  at  Jcnifiilcm,  lives 
an  mount  of  his  Jewifli  ttiraH,  education, 
and  former togfrrp,  Of  Us  rmrac*- 

Ians  cnnvtrfm,  6,—xu  Qf  Us  being  haptt. 
fid  and  further  inftnded  by  Ananias 
i6m  And  of  Us  being  afterwards  coiled  im- 
mediately fmn  heaven  to  the  apofiUjbip  am oar 

tbeQmtiitt,  Hereupon  the  Jews 

jhh*>  avioltutpaffismagmfi km,  %xy 
He  ts  refined  a  ficoni  tome  mu  ef  their  hands 
by  the  thief  cap  fain,  and  ordered  to  be  bound 
4*4  examned  bpftourgiwr,  a4,  ax*  Bathe, 
ommng  the  privilege  ef  a  Hjouua,  efiape t 
m  torture,  and  is  freed  from  Us  bands,  and 
brought  before  the  cannot*  p.4<j* 

Chip*  XXin. 

Fk*U*  tn  the  pre  fence  of  thteouaett  rffau&lcm 
filemaly  pryfrjfis  hu  integrity,  andhaj  a Jhatp 
rencounter  wuhthe  Ugbfrufi,  He 

praiently fits  Us  adve  rfaries  at  variance  one 
with  another,  and  ft  brings  htmjelf  of,  C, — • 
*?;  Tfo  ford  jefai  encourages  in  a 
vijkn  dfainfl  farther  troubles  that  hefintnld 

.  meet  wubat Rome,  it*  The  Jc^'%  toajbift 

aratufi  hts  Bft,  j*  Their  wished dem 

U'dtfcaptred  to  Lyfias  the  chief  captUnt 
and  be  prevents  the  execution  of  U,  ft finding 
Piui  under  a  prong  guard  to  Fdut  fie  10* 
veruvref  Qufacu,  p.  17*. 

Chip,  XXIV. 

rertulliis,  the  orator,  comes  to  Gadifta*  and 
aeesfrs  Paul  to  Felix  of  fiddton,  herefy,  and 
propbamof  the  temple,  i,-— 9-  Paul  chart 
Hr^elf  fiofi  charges,  and  defend t  his  h- 
paviour  and  doBriaes,  1  a, ?*«**.  FtUx  de~ 
fan  the  dcrifian  of  the  camfi,  and  gives  the 
epofile  more  Rbnty  than  before,  »*,  *j* 
Fast  preaches  Cbrtft  to  him,  who  trembles, 
and  jet  deimt  his  frifinsr  i*  hopes  of  a  bribe 
ia /rw  him,  **t— 46  And,  after  two  pears, 
being  turned  out  of  Ui  office,  re  leaves  Paul 
aprifiner,  dll  Fcftu$ jltUtfds  to  the  govern 
IWf*  »J«  F  p.  18 j* 


CHit,  XXV. 

Paul  ft  again  aesufed  by  the  Jeon  before 
F  eft  us  t,*— 7.  Hi  vindicates  bimfelf, 
and,  to  avoid  retrieving  the  caufr  to 
Jerufelcm,  appeals  to  Corikv,  9,—tZ* 
reftui  tells  too  fiery  to  king  Agripps 
at  whofe  do  fire  to  boar  the  apojTle  hitru 
f*lft  he  is  broaght  before  him  in  a  grand 
of  wtbiy,  X  ^23*  And  Feftus  relates 
the  fi  ate  of  his  cafe.  In  which  be  de¬ 
clares  that  be  found,  no  thing  dove  bp 
him  worthy  of  death,  hut  leaves  him  to 
attfwer for  him f elf  34^*7,  p.  293. 

Chip.  XXTI, 

Paul,  being  permitted  to  /peak  for  him* 
felf,  gives  an  account  bef  ore  king  A- 
grippa  and  others,  that  in  the  p o auger 
part  of  his  life  be  was  a  Pharjfid  and 
a  furhus  zealot  again  fi  Chrifiianiu, 
X,— >n .  Relates  hit  eouverfion  and  coil 
to  the  apofilcfiip,  and  his  preaching  of* 
terxoards,  Feftnsi  upon  hear, 

ltig  it,  counts  him  mad,  who  maintains 
the  contrary  in  a  modeft  appeal  to  A* 
grippa,  2v*-46-  Agrippa  ft  rJmofi 
perfuaded  to  be  a  Chrsfiion,  and,  toge¬ 
ther  with  Fclhut  pronounces  Paul  to* 
be  innocent,  27, — 33*  p,  30  r. 

Chip,  XXVII* 

Paul  embarks  and  fets  fail  as  a  pri finer, 
for  Rome,  which  may  be  ceiled  his 
fourth  opofiolic  journey,  though  under 
confinement,  t,*-&  He  forefelt  great 
dangers  in  the  voyage,  hut  the  company 
does  stot  believe  him,  ft— 11,  They 
meet  with  "a  tirt  atoning  form,  which 
reduces  them  to  the  utmofi  extremity, 
i  a*— 20.  Pant  never  the  left  ajfurts 
them  from  Ood,  that  none  of  their 
lives  jkouti  be  iofi,  2  it— 26.  They  fief 

fir  a  terrible  Jhipwrttk,  but  d(  length 

they  alt  laud  with  fifitj,  though  with 
great  difficulty,  on  a  certain  ifiand,  27, 

—44-  p-  ii  * 

Crap-  XXVIIL 

Paul  and  all  the  A  if*  company  arc  hefpi* 
*sih .  entertained  e&  landing  at  the 
sfiand,  which  proved  to  be  Mclita,  1, 2* 

J h  is  ms r acts 1 0  tt fly  profit  ved  from 
hurt  bp  a  viper,  that  fixed  bis  band, 
3*— A  Heats  PablliuV  father  of  a  fe¬ 
ver  and  hbodp  fur,  and  other  perfout 
of  Various  dlfiafis,  7 ,-~VX  Satis,  afi 
Ur  three  mouths  abode  at  AUlita*  to 
S/racufe,  Rhegimn^  and  Pureoli  from 
whence  be  fits  out  an  foot  fir  Rome, 
l  [,— 16*  On  his  arrival  thither,  be  is 
committed  to  the  care  of  a  fugle  fiUler 
in  a  private  lodging,  where,  finding 
for  fime  principal  Jews  he  fitws  them 
that  there  was  nojufi  caufi  for  his  im- 
prifinment,  1 7,-20.  He  afterwards, 
at  ass  appointed  meeting,  p ruches  the 
go f pc l  to  a  great  body  of  them,  fame  of 

vbuh 
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which  htlfevdd,  while  ethers  rejr&id  It,  houf t,  he  preaches,  ttumolofied,  W  alt 
It,— An £  continuing  two  iw/  fief  cjm*  to  hear  him,  Jq,  31*  p.  3*3- 
oj  a  prifomr  it  /aij*  i«  fis  ivs  J/rfJ 
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CONTENTS  of  PAUI/« 

Chap,  I. 

TH  £  ape  flit  Fault  ly  way  of  intro- 
itt&iou  to  the  whou  ops  file,  affects 
bis  eonndffion,  Solutes  the  jdats 

at  Rome,  7.  Bit* fief  Gad*  and  Prays 
far  the  jo,  B,— JO*  Exprrjfes  bis  at  fir* 
and  purpofe  U  fee,  and preach  $3  them, 
JJt— ~ J5+  bU  thin  Caters  an  bis  main 
dc firm  about  the  gofptl-way  0f  jufisfi. 
tutsan  by  fxth  for  Jw*  and  Gentile*, 
16,  17.  And  ftU  fifth  the  fins  ef  the 
GcnilUa,  tofirw  that  thtf  could  not  ht 
jnfiifitd  by  the  tew  i \f  nature,  18^—32, 

-  „  P*  344* 

Chap.  II. 

Tit  aft  file  prows,  in  ventral*  that  the 
Jew*  vert  as  i  map  able  of  bettor  jn  fit- 
fied  by  the  law  of  M ofa,  as  the  Gtn^ 
tile*  were  by  the  tew  of  ndvrt,  l, — ]6. 
An d  gives  a  far  titular  account  of  the 
fit:s  of  the  Jews,  which  confuted  all 
iheir  vain  confidences  in  their  cater  not 
privileges,  as  if  thefe  touid  rscmnntnl 
them  to  Gods  acceptance,  17,-29. 

P>  3j8* 

Chap*  UL 

The  apt  file  Otffwers  fever al  ebje&ioni  a* 
gat  aft  what  he  bad  delivered  m  the  fore - 
going  chapter  j  and  fo  clears  the  way 
to  his  further  defign*  1^—8.  He  afierts 
and  proves*  that  alt  mankind*  Jewi  as 
welt  as  GcatUec,  are  finners*  9^*1^ 
And  applies  alt  this  to  hit  principal  point* 

concerning  the  jufiificotion  of  both  fern 
end  Geatilej,  as  utterly  unotUihtobUby 
their  own  performances,  and  entirely 
01 ring  to  the  free  grace  of  God,  through 
fa hi  in  the  righUeufmfs  of  Ghrifi,  i<fe 

—3<*  ^  37K 

CHap,  IV. 

The  deffrbu  of  jufiification  by  faith,  as 
pertaining  to  the  Gentiles  as  well  as 
Jewi,  is  farther  iftufl  rated  by  the 
cafe  of  Abraham,  whofe  faith  vmc 
imputed  to  him  for  rights ouf nefs 
before  be  was  rircumaf rdt  1,-12  He 
received  the  promfe  for  him f elf  end 
bis  feed,  through  the  rightooitfnefs  of 
frith*  1 3,— la.  And  we  arc  istfiified  in 
the  fame  my  of  believing  of  bekevtvg, 
as  be  t vas,  23,-15.  p.  384, 

Chap.  V* 

Toe  apofile  having  proved  at  large  from 
the  flote  of  things  before  and  under  the 
tew,  (chap,  il  and  ili.)  and  even  before 
God  made  his  covenant  with  Abraham/ 


Epistle  to  the  ROMANS* 

(chap,  iv*)  that  the  j  9 fit fi  catron  of  Jeir» 
and  Gentiles  is  merely  by  grace,  tbrf 
faith  in  the  right eouf nefs  of  Ghrifi pro* 
seeds  to  fet  forth  its  happy  fruits  and 
efctU  in  both ,  l,~l  *  An*  the  a  tarries 
his  argument  back  as  far  as  the  fait  of 
Aioemitfetf,  which  involved  all  mankind 
j»  fin  and  death,  and  rendered  every  out 
alike  incapable  of  being  ju fit  fed  in  any  o- 
ther  way,  than  through  Jrfus  Ghrifi ,  12, 
—14.  And  thereupon  r*r*jr  tbe-pzrattet 
between  the  firfi  and  feeond  cove¬ 
nant -be  ad,  but  Jbcyes  that  the  grace  of 
God,  through  the  right  CO  a f nefs  of  Ghrifi, 
is  more  efficacious  to  bring  justification 
and  fdvarion  to  all  hts  fflrittid  feed, 
than  Adam's  fin  had  been  to  entail  find 
condemnation  and  mftry  upon  all  bis  no* 
turd  feed,  f  tP*  391*  39** 

Chap.  VI. 

The  epofile,  having  cfiabljhcd  the  do  Urine 
of  jvfiificdionby  the  free  grace  of  Odd, 

through  the  right? 9 uf nefs  of  Christ, 
guards  ogrinfi  a  licentious  abufe  of  it, 
by  Jbcvtittg  She  nete fifty  of  be  inters  dfy 
lag  ie  fin,  and  hvmg  to  God ;  becaufe 
they  or*  dead  to  the  law,  I,  Z  Bccaufc 

.  they  are  obliged  to  dl  helm  ft  by  their 
Ghrifiien  baptifm,  and  union  with  Ghrifi, 
J,— JO.  Bccaufc  they  are  made  dive  to 
God,  and  are  freed  from  the  dominion 
of  fin,  J  I*— 10.  And  betaufe  of  the 
contrary  fruit s  and  ijfucs  of  fin  and  bo * 
Barfs,  one  of  which  is  death,  and  the  0* 
thcr  ever  fa  fling  bfe,  0  [*— >23.  p.  41 1* 

Chap*  VII. 

The  apoflkfiewi  that  he  Be  vets  are  not  un~ 
der  the  low,  as  a  covenant ;  hat  are 
married  to  Ghrifi,  that  they  may  bring 
forth  frU't  unto  God,  as  a further  argn* 
meat  again fl  fin,  arsi  for  bo&nefs,  1,— 
A  Sets  forth  the  ttfe  and  excellence  of 
the  lata  in  other  views  of  it,  though  i£ 
he  not  f efficient  to  remove^  the  guilt t  or 
tnafler  the  power  of  fin,  7, — 13.  And 
defedbes  toe  fp\*stud  conflicts  between 
Corruption  and  grate  rrr  a  believer's 
heart,  14,-25,  p4^4- 

C  H  A  P+  VIIT. 

The  apofile  fets  forth  the  freedom  of  he* 

hr  vers  from  c&ndsmndion,  ani  their 

red  chiintller,  by  r vfrieb  they  may  be  d.* 

fiiugtrfifd  frbm  dl  others,  i, — 8.  Their 

pthrM'ges  in  having  the  f pint  of  Ghrifi, 

as  their  principle  bfes  their  giudet  as,d 

witxffier,  ai:a  their  h:tg  tic  children 

*  *f 
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Spirits  to  prayer, 
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of God,  arid heirs  of  glory,  9,-17.  The 
Comfort  of  their  hopeful  frvfpe&s  un¬ 
der  all  prefent  tribulations,  jg, — 25* 
The  It  t\ffi fiance  from  the  Spirit  ito  prayer, 

,  26,  27,  Their  inUreft  tn  the  /eve  ef 
God,  os  tty?  vtigiual  Jpring  of  ail  their 
buffings*  Si*— 33*  And  their  triumph 
through  Chrift,  ever  all  the  estrmis  ef 
their  fulvation,  31,-39*  p.  438. 

Chap*  IX* 

The  apt  file  exprtffes  the  deep  concern  ef 
bis  heart,  that  the  generality  ef  his 
s6UBl*-j-4to£>i  were  ft  rangers  t9  the  great 
hie ffi  ngs  of  the  gaff  el,  (*— $*  Shew 
that  the  promfes  given  ta  the  fathers 
are ,  nevertheiefs,  made  good  ip  the  fpi* 
ritual  feed  ef  Abraham*  to  the  end  that 
the  putpofe  cf  Gad  might  ft  and t  6, — 13. 
Anfwcrs  o&je&iom  ag tinft  Gafts  fove~ 
teign  conduit,  in  exertifing  mercy  toward 
theft t  end  Juft  ice  toward  the  carnal  If- 
raelites,  1 4,-2  3*  Shews  that  this  fa- 
vereignty  runs  through  bis  deaHags  both 
•with  Jews  end Gentiles,  24,-39-  And 
that  there  is  no  re  of  art  to  complain  of 
the  Gentile*  attaining  right Couf nef r, 
f ?r  jnfti ft ca  tio  a  through  faith,  finer 
the  Jews  foiling  fieri  of  it  is  owing  to 
Sheer  not  fee  king  it  in  that  wap  hut  by 

the  works  ef  the  30, — 33.  p,  461, 

461, 

Chap*  X 

The  apoftle  repeats  a  proftffion  of  hss 
hearty  defire  for  the  ftlvalion  of  the 
Jews,  who  had  a  rnffgutded  seal  far 
lied  end  religion,  I, — 4,  Sets  out  the 
difference  between  the  tigbteoufuefs  of 
the  law,  6y  which  they  fought  to  be  jxftU 
fed,  and  the  ‘ngbteoufncfs  of  faith* 
which  is  revealed \n  the  gofpet,  5,— 1J* 
Shews  that  the  Gentiles  ft  and  on  a  level 
with  the  Jews,  in  the  great  hup  tuft  of 
jaftificotion  and Jolvation,  12,— 1 8.  And 
that  the  Jews  t he mf elves  might  know 
this  from  QU  Teftantent-propheeics,  19, 

-^11-  ■*'  '  p-  4S3- 

Chap  XI* 

The  apoftle  fiews  that  the  rcje&ion  of  the 
Jews  if  not  nniverTal  *  tut  that  God's 
eUft  omont  them  obtained  f.  I  vats  on  by 
grace,  while  the  reft,  through  the  htini- 
nefs  and  hardneft  of  their  hearts,  fell 
fieri  of  stf  I,— 10.  That  God's  turtiur 
them  off,  as  a  nation,  from  his  vifibU 
chvnb  arid  covenant,  ts  not  final;  and  that 
as  he  had  overruled  their  unbelief  for  *w* 
hag  the  Gentile*  partakers  of  gofpit-privt- 
leges  jit  their  fiend  ;  fo  the  Genriltt  ought 
not  to  infill  over  them,  on  this  exeunt ;  hut 
rather  take  tenth#  from  them  to  watch  et&nfi 


pride  and  nab  the  f  left  God »  id  Us  tightibnf 
fe  verity,  fteM  anchoret  them,  at  hi  bad  the 
Jew*,  who  never  thelefi  fiaH  :e  doe  feefon  H 
uatiotoctli  rafted,  and  brought  Into  Gwft  vift^ 
hie  covenant  again,  11* — 33.  And  the  woUt 
it  tftfed  wish  a  filewt  adoration  ef  tbcpn* 
found  wifdm i,  goodmfs,  and  juft  ice  of  Cod9 
in  all  the  foretitentbned  difpcsfofont,  33,— 

3*-  p*  4PJ* 

Chap.  XIL 

be  apoftle  proceeds  to  0  profiled  improvement 
of  the  foregoing  dcSriae,  in  exhortations  of 


believers  to  0:  holy  dedication  of  thcmfolvcs  to 
God,  1,  1,  To  an  bumble  optnku  of  them* 
folvts,  and  a  moieft  hebavkur  towards  others,. 
3, — 5*  To  a  foithfod  1 ft  of  the  ffotitud 
gifts  width  God  had  beftowto  upon  firm  ef 
them,  in  their  rcfpeBrva  flattens,  tf>— 9. 
And  to  various  duties,  that  were  incumbent 
upon  private  ChtiBiani  among  them  f nth  atkve 
and  hndaefi,  zeal,  hope,  patience,  aad  prayer, 
p, — 1  % ,  Ho/pitfility  and  meetuep,  Jympathf 
and  coadtfteufion,  1 3,—  1 6.  And  an  hwtonr* 
able  and  peaceable  conduit  towards  ail  men,* 
together  with  forbearance  and  benevolence  (s- 
words  injurious  enemies,  p.  ft 4. 

Chap,  XH1.  * 

The  apoftle  lays  oat  the  duty  effabjefibn  tv  fr 
uif  govern  meal,  wilt  fever  A  re  a  fins  to  f®» 
force  it,  jf*- 7,  And  then  returns  to  bin 
exhortations  to  mutual  ($vet  And 

goes  on  to  temperance  and  fibrvty, 

14.  p*  J31* 

Chap.  XIV. 

The  apoftle  cantinas  J«wifh  converts  again  ft  jui~ 
giag ;  and  Gentile *betievers  agavtft  defpifing 
one  the  direr,  on  account  of  tbtir  contrary  ** 
pfnfous  and praStecs,  relating  to  fieb  indifer* 
*ei  things,  at  teremoaial  matt  and  days, 
1,-13,  and  exhorts  the  Gentiles  to  take 
heed  of  giving  effeueg  tn  ihfr  nfe  of  fiek 

P*  50* 

Chap,  XV. 

The  apoftte  gmt  dirtRUmt  to  fteongef  ItEevm 
bovt  to  behmte  toward  the  weak,  And 

to  nil  of  them  to  reetrvt  one  another  at  bft* 
tbren,  7,*— r*.  And  draws  foa  conchfiba  of 
the  muinbodjof  bUefoftle,  13, — 33.  p  j/j* 

Chap.  XVI. 

The  apoftU  recommends  Pbebe,  a  Member  of 
1  the  church  at  CeneKrea,  to  the  ebuftb  at 
Rome,  s,  %*  Graft  fewrat  ef  bis  friends 
there  by  name,  3, — 14.  Casttfons  the  church 
ogtinft  fish  as  fomented  divifins  ■  ntmg 
them,  17, — AO,  HenfiouS  vartxmi  perform, 
that  jtined  in  Cbriftiaafitutathes  with  him, 
» r  ,—14.  And  ookc fades  the  epifilt  with  am 
after ipfov  of  ghry  to  God,  for  extending  the 
gofpd'-rcvtlai&a,  with  aft  iff  bteffiugi,  to 
Gcmika.djW/fiflcw?,  si— *7.  p-lL 
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The  Preface  to  the  ACTS  of  the  APOSTLES* 


f  M"MiE  anrients  generally  agree  that  Luke  *,  the  beloved  phyfi* 
I  dan*  {Col  iv.  14.)  was  the  penman  of  this  hi  fiery,  which  refers 
-■*  back  to,  and  ftands  in  connexion  with,  wb-t  he  had  wrote 
before  in  his  Gofpel,  and  is  toferibed  to  the  fame'perfon,  viz.  Then* 
philus ,  as  appears  by  comparing  dLts  1,  i.  with  Luke  i*  3.  and  To  it 
may  he  clltemed  as  a  fecond  paFt  of  his  hi  (lory,  which  perhaps  was 
wrote  at  the  fame  time,  or  very  foon  after,  and  in  the  fame  hook 
with  the.  former,  though  Jebn%  who  wrote  tall,  is  placed  between 
them,  for  thp  convenience  of  having  all  the  Gofpels  together* 

In  the  former  part,  Luke  gave  an  account  of  Chrift  from  his  birth 
to  his  death,  refurreftion,  and  afcenfion  to  glory ;  and  in  this,  be 
draws  a  (here  {ketch  of  what  palled  between  our  bkfled  Lord's  refur-* 
reflion  and  exaltation,  and  then  carries  on  his  narrative  in  an  orderly 
foies  of  what  followed,  in  the  wonderful  cffufion  of  the  Spirir,  and 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  fir  ft  among  the  Jews*  then  among  the  de~* 
vim  Gentiles*  chiefly  under  the  nriniflry  of  the  two  great  apoIUes 
Peter  z nd  Pauh9  and,  Iaft  of  all,  among  the  idolatrous  nations,  who 
were  PauF s  peculiar  province,  and  were  converted  by  the  power  of 
divine  grace,  attending  the  difeharge  of  his  office  to  them :  And  this 
was  fufficient  for  a  fpecimen  of  what  was  done  by  his  fellow-fervaiui 
in  the  gofpel,  only  allowing  that  this  apofUe  of  the  Gentiles  laboured 
more  abundantly  than  they  ally  as  he  faid  of  himfdf,  (t  Cor *  xv*  10  ) 
The  firft  eight  chapters  indeed,  which  bring  us  to  the  converfiort 
of  Saul$  relate  to  all  the  apoftlcs  together  in  Jerufalem  and  Judea* 
till  they  were  fcattcred  abroad,  and  preached  the  gofpef  in  different 
countries;  and  they  take  in  a  particular  account  of  Stephen  and  Pm * 
tipy  who  were  chofen  to  be  deacons,  and  were  apoftotic  men  3  yet 

even 


MOTE. 

*  Some  learned  men  have  thought  that  Lvie  was  ww  of  the  Qe  verity  difeipb;  but  others 
that  he  was  a  Liter  convert  trader  /W*  vniuiihy.  S*c  l>r  ffVvi?*  s  preface* to  the 
r*  Suie, 

Vo  r..  m,  t  \ 


2  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphraffiL  Ch*  i* 

even  in  thofe  chapters*  Peter  is  principally  taken  notice  of ;  ami  from 
thenceforward  the  biflory  is  in  a  manner  confined  to  him  and  Pauli 
But  as  Luke  became  in  time  one  of  PattPs  companions*  and  was  at* 
eye  wirntfs  to  a  great  part  of  the  things  recorded  as  done  by  him;  fo 
he  gives  us  the  molt  particular  and  enlarged  view  of  his  travels*  la* 
hours*  and  fufTerings,  of  the  triumphs  of  grace*  by  means  of  his  mi¬ 
ll  iftry*  over  Jews  and  Gentiles,  and  of  the  churches  planted  and  re- 
vifited  by  hi:;]*  till  his  firft  imprifonment  for  two  years  at  Rente, 
(chap,  xxviii.  30.)  with  which  this  hiftory  ends,  about  thirty  years  af¬ 
ter  Jefus  was  exalted  at  the  Father’s  right-hand* 


CHAP.  I. 


A  brief  review  of  the  hiftory  of  Cbrifi ,  efpec tally  after  hti  death,  i,~ 
S.  His  afcenjwn  to  heaven  from  the  mount  of  Olives,  y, — 1 1,  His 
difeiptes  return  to  Jerufalcm,  and  the  choice  of  Matthias*  to  he  an 
apofllc  in  the  room  of  Judas*  L2* — 26* 


Text.' 

THE  farmer 
ik  atlli-  hi  vc 
made,  O  Thco- 

Slritus,  of  alt  that 
efii*  begin  both 
to  do  and  tad), 
a-UiHiJthcday 
in  which  be  was 
taUn  up  ,  afr^r 
that  Ik  ihruu^h 
the  Tloly  Ghoft 
had.  given  c'uin* 
maudmfnts  unto 
then  fHjfUts  whom 
he  had  choila  : 


3  To  whom  d- 
fo  lie  Hictftd  him* 
felf  alisr  after  his 
psdlion,  by  nmhy 

infallible  pTwts, 

being 


Paraphrase* 

T  Luke,  have  already  given  you*  O  Theophihs *  (fee  the 
^  note  on  Luke  i.  3.)  an  authentic  account  in  writ¬ 
ing*  of  all  that  might  be  needful  for  your  information 
and  f at isfaftion  about  the  many  admirable  things  which 
Jefiifi*  the  great  and  bhlv  Saviour,  taught  and  did*  for 
hying  the  foundation  of  the  Chrifttan  church*  during 
his  abode  upon  earth,  till  the  very  day  that  heafeend- 
ed*  and  was  received  up  to  glory;  which  was  after  he, 
by  an  unmeafurabie  anointing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on 
hitafrlf,  as  the  great  Prophet  of  the  church*  and  by  a 
communication  of  it  in  fome  degrees  to  his  apoftles** 
had  in  ftr  lifted  and  commiflioned  them,  had  explained 
the  nature  and  defign  of  their  office,  and  therewith  char¬ 
ged  tbemtoobferve  his  orders,  whom  he  had  chofcn  and 
let 'apart  to  be  his  whntfles*  and  the  chief  minifters 
of  hie  kingdom. 

3  To  whom  alfo,  as  I  have  informed  you,  (Luke 
xxiv.)  he  prefented  himfetf  alive,-  after  he  had  been  put 
tb  the  terrible  death  of  the  croft  ;  and*,  in  bis  wonder¬ 
ful  and  gracious  conddcration,  gave  them  aba  n dance 
of  remarkable  and  demon  ft  rat  ive  evidences  of  his  be- 


N  o 

*  Through  ihf  ffr'y  may  relate  either 
to  Cb rift  s  givjiv*  the  apoftles  their  comm if- 
fioti,  or  10  bis  liHinj;  and  furnilhing  them 
for  it,  whcTi  he  not  only  opened  iSeir  un- 
derftandinga,  but  brenihcrt  upon  them,  and 
find,  Receive  yc  th  Hwjj  Ghcjit  {Join  xx»  11.) 

*n  cpthkiti  audttrfttft  of  whit  he  would 
toon  further  do,  id  ft  nwrt  and  plentiful  ef- 
ftimu  upon  tlxm :  Aid  the  tsrtrawJwfu/j 
he  gave  them,  may  relate  cither  to  vhat  he 


mg 

T  TL 

did  of  this  kind  before  hit  death,  or  after 
bis  rcturicftioH,  when  be  Ibid,  Gsye  intosli 
lie  nwrtft  rtvd  pre#th  ibc  gafyet  to  every  eno* 
lure.  (Mjiri  xvi,  i  j.)  Hut  as  hts  appearing; 
and  fpeshxg  to  them  cf  the  things  pertaining  to 
the  kingdom  of  God^  after  his  refurrefthm,  is 
mentioned  in  the  next  verie,  It-  icema  that 
what  b  here  faid,  gather  refers  to  #tat  pi> 
fed  before  his  death. 


Chfr-J.  • 

bctogfttii  of thsm 
forty  dajfl ,  tftd 
fpdtitg  of- the 
things  pertaining 
the  kingioAof 


vu 


3 


4  And,  being" 
atTcmb'ed  logo^ 
ihfr  whh  tlwmt 
comiDsihtd^. 
that  tbcj  tbioilid 
not  depart  from 
Jcrufalem  ,  but 
wait  fnr  the  piro- 
hilfrofiheFffW, 
ubifkt(/&ii£  ir,  ye 
have  beard  of  me. 


y  For  John  mi* 

ly  hapdud  with 
4'3ter;  buiyefhatl 

be 


i  f 

injp.  really  rden. from- the  dead  i  » »«***it «n^*irj  tncj 
having, plainly  feen  him  at  federal  times,  and  on  various 
OQcafioas^  for  .the  fpace  of  forty  days,  between  his  re- 
furre&ioQ  and  atcenfion  to  heaven ;  and  having  eat  and 
drank)  and  familiarly  xonverfed  with  him,  {chap,  x. 
jfu;jand  Lvkt  xxiv.)  and  beeiiinftr  lifted  by  him  in  ma¬ 
ny  particulars, ..  that  were  proper  to  be, then  commur.i-  ‘ 
tatelto  them,  and  j.nGfted  on  in  their  pleaching,  rela¬ 
ting  tb  the -kingdom,  of  grace,  which  he  would  ice  up, 
and  propagate  •  with  great  fuccels,  by  means  of  their 
miniltrauons,.  attended  with  the  effiifioh  of  his  Spirit 
in  this  world,,  and  to  the  kingdom  of  glory,  to  which 
he  was  going,  and  in  which  all  fbould  be  perfected  in 
the  world  to  corner 

4  And  at  one  of  their  folemn  aflemblies,  iir which 
he  was  prefent  juft  before  hisafecnlidn,  he,  to  raife 
their  fiith,  hope,  and  joy,  with,  regard  to  the  great 
things  he  would  funher  do  for  them,  and  by  them,  or¬ 
dered  them  not  to  return  'to  their  fccufcr  bufinefs  in 
the  country  *,  iior  leave  JerufaSem^  how  dangerous  fo- 
ever  they  might  think  it  for  them  to  continue  there  \ 
.nor  yet  enterimmediatcly  on- their  public  miniftry,  for 
Which  he  had  given  them  commiflion  *,  But  to  wait  in  a 
way  of  public  and  private  exercifes  of  devotion,  and  in 
a  dependence  upon  his  power,  faithfulncfs,  and  grace, 
for  an  accompli Ihment  of  the  promife  of  the  Spirit,' 
which  his  Father  and  their  Father  had  given  by  the 
antlent  prophets,  relating  to  the  Mcffiah’s  days,  ( I  fa* 
itiv.  3.  and  Joel  ii.  id.  ajid  which  he  himfelf  had 
often  acquainted  them  with,'  and  allured  them  Ihould 

■  be  fulfilled,  and  particularly  a  little  before  his  death, 
at  large,  [John  xiv,  xv«  xvi.  chapters)  for  their  encou¬ 
ragement  and  comfort,  when  he  fhould  be  gone  to  the 
Father.  ; 

5  For,  laid  he,  according  to  John  the  BaptiJ? s  own 

*  teftimony  concerning  himfelf  and  me,  (Lit/:e  iii.  10.) 
he  indeed  initiated  his  difciples  by  baptifm  with  water, 
'and  that  was  all  that  he  could  do  ;  but  I,  by  a  better 

baptifm, 

T  E. 

ltd  thtm  enti  31  far  a*  to  the  lmrders  of  Zh> 
iha&j  in  the  mount  of  Olives^  from  wheneo 
they  faw  him  aietnd  to  hraven ;  and  then 
fpcaks  of  their  rtf  urmog  or  going  bjck  again 
to  Jerufalttt i,  Ttr,  u.  compjred  vith  Ljfiv 
xxiv.  jrt  jx,  (fee  the  note  there.)  Or 
Chiifl  might  firft  lead  them  to  fl/iiat-y,  from 
whence  lie  took  them  with  him  ic  that  jurt 
of  the  mot  inf  from  whence  he  afcendcil  \ 
and  whilft  he  continued  to  bltfs  them  he 


M  O 

*  Dr  Ugbifwt  and  Comt  others  have 
1  bought,  that  this  -  aifembl y  vu  when  our 
Lord  met  his,  difciples*  according  .to  his 
nwii  appoint  me  fit,  on  3  n*mniainto  Geltftt, 
(Wfaf.  sxviiu  i4,)  where  it  is  probable  the 
live  handled  brethren  fow  bim  ar  once, 
u-tn^h  the  apoftk  fpeafci  of*  t  Ccr,  iv.  4. 
Hot  Chrtfta  here  comnundlaj;  -the  ajioftlcs 
not  to  itfr&Tt  from  Jaufak*ty  carries  an  io- 
tinutiont  as  if  they  were  then  there  t  and 
immeiiiaidy  Weapon,  pa-tup*  the  very 
Janie  day,  ourlitflorisn  td!s  us,  thjt  Jefus 


them, 

A 


The  Acts  if  the  Apostles  parapbrafed 1 


Cb. 


be  baptized  ^ith 

the  ti>ly  Glioft, 
txa.  many  <by£ 
hcncc* 


6  ^VTien  they 
ttcrcfonr  were 
come  together , 
theyalVed  <*i  hire* 
faying,  Lord,  vik 
i!h>u  -it  this  time 
re  O  ' re  again  the 
kingdom  to  Uh* 


7  Arid  he  faitf 
onto  them.  It  is 
not  fot  you  to 
know  the  times  or 
the  teutons,  which 
the  Lather  hath 
put  in  hU  own 
power. 


baptifm*  which  that  prefigured*  will  flied  down  my 
Spirit  with  his  gifts  and  graces  in  a  plentiful  manner 
upon  you,  that  ye  may  be  more  than  ever  confirmed  in 
your  faith*  fanftified*  and  comforted*  and  may  be  tho¬ 
roughly  qualified  with  wifdom,  courage*  and  utterance* 
for  the  g*eat  work  and  office  to  which  I  have  fent  you* 
(fee  the  note  on  Mattb*  iii*  6»);  and  that  my  church  and 
minifiring  fervants  may  have  a  memorable  pledge  of 
my  fpiritual  prefence  with  them*  under  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfarrion*  to  the  end  of  the  world.  And  this  he  told 
them  thoutd  be  within  a  very  Hale  lime  ;  meaning  as 
foon  as  the  following  Peotecoft  ihould  come*  which 
was  ten  days  after  his  afeenfion,  {chap,  ii,  t.  fee  the 
note  there) ;  the**  to  keep  them  continually  waiting 
for  him  in  his  way*  he  did  net  think  proper  then  to 
acquaint  them  with  the  precife  time  when  it  ihould  be. 

6  The  difciples  apprehending  that  the  rdhrre&ion  of 
Chrift  had  put  him  into  a  (late  that  might  favour  their 
fond  notions  of  his  temporal  dominion*  which  they  Hill 
were  willing  to  indulge ;  they  therefore,  at  their  laft  (So¬ 
lemn  meeting*  (fee  tne  note  on  vtr*  4.)  put  a  queftioii 
to  him*  faying,  Lord*  as  thou  art  now  rifen  a  conquer* 
or  over  death*  and  all  thine  enemies*  Is  this  the  time 
that  we  have  been  looking  and  longing  for*  when  thou 
wilt  fet  God's  people  Ifratl  at  liberty  from  every  foreign 
yoke*  and  reftore  their  nation  to  a  Hate  of  grandeur* 
influence*  and  power*  and  hring  all  the  princes  and 
kingdoms  of  the  earth  in  fuhjc£tion  to  them*  according 
to  our  own  expe£hrions  from  ancient  prophecies  of  the 
great  power  and  glory  of  the  Mefiiuh's  reign?  ( Danm 
vii,  27,}  And  what!  Wilt  thou  now*  after  all*  admit 
thofc  of  our  rulers  and  countrymen  to  the  high  honours 
of  this  kingdom*  who  have  offered  fo  many  indignities 
to  thee*  and  fo  ihamefully  and  cruelly  put  thee  to 
death  ? 

7  But  (/()  as  the  efFuGon  of  his  Spirit  would  (bon 

cure  them  of  all  their  carnal  fen  time  ms  about  his  Icing* 
dom,  he,  waving  a  reply  to  their  mi  Ha  ken  notion  in 
the  queftion,  gently  checked  their  vain  curioGty*  lay¬ 
ing  to  them*  It  neither  belongs*  nor  would  it  be  of 
any  advantage  to  you*  to  know  before-hand  the  exafl 
time  and  cir  cum  fiances  m  which  the  great  revolutions 
that  are  coming  on  are  to  be  wfoughr ;  thefe  God* 
the  fove reign  Author  and  Difpofcr  of  all  things*  has 
referved  as  a  fecret  for  the  prtfent  in  his  own  mind* 
who  has  authority  to  reveal  them*  or  not*  and  will 
bring  them  to  pals  in  the  beft  manner*  and  in  the  fit¬ 
ted  fcafons,  according  to  the  counJel  of  his  owit  wiil:* 
whenever  he  pleafes.  8*  However 


CtuL 

S  Bat  ye  Hull 
receive  power  af¬ 
ter  that  the  Holy 
Ghoft  is  cook  n* 
pnn  you  :  and  ye 

fh%H  Ike  wimeflfs 
nmn  me*  both  in 
jiTufa'em,  and  in 
ill  Judea,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  un* 
ti>  cite  uttermoft 
ym  of  the  earth. 
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$  And  when 
lie  had  fpohen 
thefe  things  white 
they  beheld  ,  he 
mistaken  Dp;  and 
a  dead  received 
h:m  out  of  their 


10  And  while 
they  looked  fted- 
f^Oiytmrsrd  h«- 
vlH  ,  a$  he  went 

tip,  beikold,  two 
*4itr'ii  flood  by 

Uicm 


8  However,  know  ye  for  your  comfort*  that*  weak 
and  defpieable  as  yc  hare  hitherto  been,  ye  (hall  re* 
ceive  much  nobler  powers  of  a  fpimual  kind  than  ye 
are  aware  of,  for  preaching  and  confirming  the  gofpel 
of  my  kingdom,  by  the  defeent  of  tbe  Holy  Ghofl  on 
you;  and  hereupon  ye  fhal  1  go  forth  in  my  name  to 
aueft  my  refurre&ion,  and  pubfifh  the  word  of  my 
grace,  with  holy  liberty,  wifdont,  and  courage,  and 
with  miraculous  figns  to  confirm  your  teftimony;  and 
this  fhaJt  be  with  great  fuccefe  *,  Gift  in  Jeru/alemf 
afterwards  in  all  the  land  of  Judrxt  and  among  your 
neighbours  and  kindred,  the  Samaritans^  with  whom 
this  nation  ha^been  fo  long  at  variance,  and  to  whom 
I  formerly  forbade  your  preaching :  and  then  among 
the  religious  profelytes  of  the  nations  round  about  you ; 
and  la  ft  of  all  among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  far  and 
wide,  even  to  the  mo  ft  diftant  parts  of  the  world, 

9  Then,  whilft  he  was  fpeaking  in  this  authority 
live,  gracious,  and  affe&ionate  manner  to  them,  and 
pronouncings  blefling  upon  them,  {Luke  xxiv*  51.)  to 
fatisfy  them  that  bis  heart  was  full  of  love  at  his  part* 
ingwith  them,  and  that  he  would  ever  afterwards  be 
mindful  of  them,  he  gradually  mounted  up  in  the  air 
in  their  fight,  as  Elijah  did  in  the  view  of  Eiijha7  they 
continuing  to  look  at  him  with  the  utmofl  care  and  at¬ 
tention:  fill  their  eyes  could  no  longer  dife^rn  him,  by 
reafon  of  a  cloud  or  glory  which  indofed  him,  and  in¬ 
tercepted  the  ken  of  their  eyes* 

10  f  And  while  they  were  thus  eagerly  looking  up 
after  him,  and  obferving  h;s  afeent  towards  heaven, 
with  con  ft  emit  ion  and  intermingled  grief  and  joy, 
with  fear  of  lofing  him,  and  hope  and  defire  of  his  re* 
turning  to  them,  and  while  throws  of  angels  attended 
him,  as  his  fervnnts,  to  pay  their  homage  and  due  ho¬ 
nours  to  him,  {P/aL  Ixviii.  17.)  Uehold,  a  very  re¬ 
markable  circumftance  !  Two  of  the  eeleftial  hoft  ap* 
peared  in  the  form  of  men,  and  defending,  came,  and 

flood 

NOTES, 


*  J!nt  onr  L'itiI  fpecifies  the  order  in 
which  lii<  cmnmiflian  wuMo  be  executed,  as 
well  as  che  extent  of  h  ;  and  the  following 
jiaits  of  this  hUtoiy  shew  that  accordingly, 
in  faft,  the  apoAles  the  gofpel  fiWI 

it  Jerafsltu i,  ii. — vH  )  then  in  vtponi 

-yzru.  of  and  anioo^thc 

on  oerafion  *f  the  great  parfccntion  of  the 
cluirrh  (<^.  viiL  ix.)  t  and  then  lu  the 
pmkfyto  of  the  plf,  (fiif  x,  k\* 
nii,);  audjlaft  of  all  rorhf  idolatrous 
^rbip.  xiii.  to  the  end  of  I  lie  book-) 
f  None  of  the  diicv^les  Taw  Chrift  rife 


from  rhe  dead,  dot  was  there  any  oorefliiit 
that  thryihould,  fine*  their  f«i i!g  him  after¬ 
wards  alive,  -nd  convcrling  with  him,  &c* 
vm  as  undeniable  pioofs  01  hU  reTurrcftiun, 
as  if  they  had  flood  hy  when  he  came  out  of 
the  fcpu^chre.  bet  he  afeeoded  to  heaven 
in  their  fight,  thdt  they  might  be  equally  af- 
farivl  of  hit  being  gone  thither,  which  j'cems 
to  have  been,  not  by  a  fwifr  flight  or  raj*- 
ic:r,  hu*  in  a  leifiirdy  gradual  manner,  that 
they  might  be  in  nr>  danger  of  being  de¬ 
ceived,  and  might  have  the  y^vitu- 

nhy  of  dilttnftTv  oblcivtng  iL 


y  oblcivtn^ 


■  -fe 
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Cb.I. 


them  In  vhitcap- 
paivl ; 

tr  Wind*  al- 

fo  ftid,  Ye  men 
of  Galilee,  why 
Ihuvl  ye  filing 

lip  :flto  heaven  ? 
tills  dime  JtiliK  , 

which  U  taken  up 
from  jvminto  ha- 
vcnjhallibctmc, 
in  like  rmnru-r  as 
yc  have  icon  him 
go  iaiu  heaven. 


ti  Then  re¬ 
turned  they  utito 
jmiijIvTU,  frfjni 
(lit;  mount  cilicd 
Olivet*  which  Is 
from  JcTitililm  a 

Bt.y* 


it  And,  when 
(hey  tttNOMne  in, 
llu-y  ttcntttpiniu 
an  upper  nvm>  t- 

fthcre 


ftood  near  to  the  difciples*,  in  robes  of  illuftrious  light, 
au  emblem  of  their  grandeur,  purity,  and  joy. 

11  And  they  addrefied  them  in  a  familiar,  kind, 
ami  encouraging  manner,  laying,  O  ye  Galileans ,  who 
are  the  dii'dplcs  and  followers  of  Jefus,  be  not  difmay- 
ed  at  his  being  thus  taken  from  you :  Why  (houid  yc 
(till  continue  to  (land  looking  fa  wifti fully  upwards  to 
heaven,  as  if  yc  were  expe&ing  him  to  return  imme¬ 
diately  to  you  from  thence  ?  This  very  Jefus,  who  late¬ 
ly  died  for  your  fins,  and  rofe  again  for  your  juftifica- 
ttc:>,  and  is  now  gone  before  you  to  heaven,  to  be  en¬ 
throned  in  his  kingdom  there,  ftiall  as  truly,  fiCbly, 
and  perfonaliy,  defcend  in  a  glorious  cloud,  and  with  a 
like  retinue  of  angels,  to  judge  the  world  at  the  laft 
day,  as  yc  have  now  feen  him  with  your  own  eyes  as¬ 
cending  into  heaven,  to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God 
for  you.  (Sec  and  compare  PfaL  Ijtviii.  17, 18.  1  ’Tbcjf* 
ir.  id.  2  7 ‘beff.  i.  7.  and  Rev.  i-  7.) 

12  Then  the  difciples,  being  fatisfied  with  the  ac¬ 
count  the  ’angels  bad  given  them,  went  back  from  the 
mou.it  of  Olives  to  JeruJalem^  in  obedience  to  their 
Lord’s  in  ft ruciions  and  commands,  ( ver.  4.)  that  they 
might  wait  with  faith  and  patience  for  the  defeent  of 
the  Spirit  upon  them  there,  according  to  his  promife, 
*  JerttfaUm  being  about  a  mile’s  diftance  from  that  part 
of  the  mountain  which  lay  within  the  tra&  of  ground 
that  belonged  to  Bethany  (as  was  related,  hake  xxiv. 
50.)  and  from  which  he  went  up  into  heaven  ;  and  fo 
at  his -taking  leave  of  this  world,  as  a  triumphant  con¬ 
queror,  hU  feet  flood  upon  the  mount  of  Olives  t  as 


was  prophefied  of  him,  [Zech.  xiv.  4,) 

1 3  And  upon  tbe  difciples  arrival  2X.Jeni/alemt  they 
daily  attended  the  worship  of  God  in  the  temple,  {Luke 
xxiv.  53.  fee  the  note  there)  and  frequently  met  in  an 
upper  apartment  f,  fit  for  their  pmpofe,  jo  carry  on  re¬ 
ligious 

MOTES. 


*  A  fti'&iib-dzfi  purvey  was,  according 
to  femur'  iwatlwUlJiMl  ruhiU,  or  a  tlioufwud 
riftif,  and  according  to  others*  about  eight 
furltttijfi,  or  one  of  our  miles.  Thus  far  it 
w*i>  lawful  for  the  ‘Jt'&h  to  tnvel  on  the 
/tfbha.b-day :  Ttwir  cities,  together  wilh 
iheh  ritliorb^f  might  be  G>  long  is  to  make 

it  fiiiViciimcs  neoetrary  for  them  to  jjn  fb  far 
to  the  fymj;«guc ;  jo;1  as  tbi?  U  a  dc^ 
Icrip'iun  of  the  rliitancc  between  Jtrufi  itm 
and  th.it  pert  of  mount  OSvet  frodi  which 
our  bor.l  ^  fee  a  tied,  hh  aicetidhig  from  Method 
iv  xxiv.  50,  k*c  the  note  there),  may 
be  uniUrHood  only  of  that  part  of  the 
intiuut  tfiiiih  lay  within  the  border*  of 
Ml ;A,vrv,  for  that  town  ititii  was  fifteen  fur* 


longs  from  Jeb*  xi, 

f  This  1 tffer  raw  it  c  nought  by  fome  to 

have  been  one  of  the  upper  chamber*  of  the 
temple ;  But  aj  tfcefe  belonged  to  tbe  prtefts, 
or  at  lead  were  under  their  iafpeftton,  it 
can  hardly  be  fuppofed  that  they  wcaitd  have 
permuted  our  Lord**  difciples  to  meet  there 
I  therefore  take  k  to  have  been  foroc  upper 
room  In  one  of  their  friend’s  bonks*  where 
they  ademhled,  as  the  Jew  were  wont, to  do 
let  fucb  place*  for  reiighnw  worthip,  and 
where  they  might  meet  with  the  greater  pi  i- 
vacy*  Some  fnppofc  it  to  have  been  thar  in 
which  lefts  bad  celebrated  the  palaver  with 
Kis  dikiplcs*  See  UmvttfiU  Voi*  1Y* 
P*  149* 

m  — 
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whett  Abode  both 
Pew,  and  jam, 
and  John  ,  ind 
Andrew,  Philip, 
andFhoaiasBar 
tWttmeir  ,  and 
Malheur ,  James 
/k/MOf  Alphcui, 

and  Sin^Q  Ztrlo- 
tes,  and  Jwda?  the 
trtikr  of  James. 


14  Theft  *U 

cot*t;nued  with 

one  accord  in 
prayer  aixl  Appli¬ 
cation,  with  the 
women,  "and  Ma¬ 
ry  the  mother  of 
Jell**  ,  sod  with 
his  brethren* 


1 5  And  in  ihofo 
s  Peter  (too-i 
up  hi  tre  midtt 
tti  u<  U:  tot  pies  , 
awi  jiid  ,  {ihu 

number  of  the 

Dimes  together 
were  aibvut  an 
hundred  and 
twenty,) 


ligiqus  exercifVs  together ;  a  nr!  there  they  continued  af- 
fembling,  and  waiting  with  faith,  hope,  and  joy,  for 
the  Spirit,  which  Chrift  had  told  them  fhould  foon  be 
poured  out  upon  them  from  on  high;  pitntcularly  there 
were  the  eleven  apoftles,  whom  Jcfus  had  owned  and 
favoured  with  his  vifits  after  his  refur  region,  and  who 
were  prefcnt  at  his  afeenfion,  viz-  Peter ,  James ,  and 
John*  who  had  likewife  fecn  his'  transfiguration  in  the 
mount,  and  were  eye-witneffes  of  his  lull  fufferings  in 
the  garden  *,  and  together  with  them  were  Andrew*  Phi * 
Up*  and  Thomas*  Bartholomew*  and  Matthew*  James 
the  Too  of  Alpheus*  with  Simon  Zeletcs*  and  Judas  the 
brother  of  James  the  lefs*  (S«  an  account  of  all  thefe 
in  the  paraphrafe  and  note  on  Mat.  x.  2,  3,  4.} 

14  All  thefe  {Judas  ffcariot  having  before  U(t  them, 
and  execrably  betrayed  his  Lord,  and  laid  violent  . hands 
on  himfelf)  kept  and  joined  together,  as  with  one  heart 
and  foul,  in  humble,  earned,  perfevertng,  and  belie¬ 
ving  petitions  and  pleas,  as  well  as  th^ukfgivings  and 
praifes,  { Luke  xxiv,  53,)  which  were  add  retied  to  the 
Lord  Jcfus  *,  and  to  the  Father  in  his  name  for  an  at> 
compljfhmenc  of  the  great  things  they  were  looking  for 
from  him,  to  furnilh  them  for  the  important  fervices 
which  he  had  adigned  to  them  j  and  with  thefe,  many 
others  cordially  joined  in  this  their  religious  employ¬ 
ment,  as  particularly  the  holy  women,  that  followed 
Ohrid  from  Galilee*  attended  hi:n  to  his  crucifixion,  vi- 
fited  his  fcpulchre,  and  faw  him  after  he  was  rifcti  from 
the  dead ;  and  f  Mary*  the  mother  of  our  l^ord,  to¬ 
gether  with  thofe  of  his  kinfmen  after  the  fklh,  who  by 
thUtime  believed  in  him  ;  and  there  were  many  others* 
as  we  flu  11  prefentiy  obferve, 

15  Now  at  one  of  thefe  i'otemn  afiemblies  for  prayer, 
at  which  were  prefent  about  an  hundred  and  twenty,  or 
fix-fcore  perform,  all  faithful  and  affectionate  difciples 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  the  apoflle  Peter  took  occafion  to 
Hand  up  among  them,  and  add  reli  ed  them,  (not  as  one 

having 


N  0  T  K  SC 


*  n  is  ht tflity  KilfonJjfc  to  fupfmfc,  that 
tW  direftcJ  ih^ir  prayers  Co  Chrift*  who 
haJ  made  them  promts  of  fending  the 

Spirit  when  he  ftorJrt  to  the  leather, 
{7-jfin  XV*  and  xvi.  ;0  45  vdl  a*  that 
they  prayed  to  the  Father  in  Chrift1*  name, 
Kvnriitifi  to  the  order  he  lnil  ffiven  them, 
Ji$n  ml  1  j,  %6.  (fictile  note  there- )  And 
;t  fftnii  every  way  fliott  naitual  to  under¬ 
hand  their  prayer,  vcr.  14.  as  to 

tf.L  J,*rd  Jrfhs;  for  all  the  apoftlc*  wtre  at 
vrll  ehofvu  by  him,  and  were 


to  he  hU  urffnefb,  wham  he  appointed  and 
lent  x  and  they  had  Ik- four  bJicvcd  in  Um, 
and  fjjote  of  him  a*  their  Lord,  who  knej/ 
the  hart*  of  ail  men.  J-Jue  xvi.  19,  jo,  and 
xxi.  IT. 

f  This  is  the  laft  time  that  uc  have  any 
mctut'Mi  of  our  Lords  mother  hi  JcripJure ; 
and  as  to  thole  that  are  here  ofted  \ \h  bre¬ 
thren,  (r«  the  note  on  Atnith,  x:i,40*)  they 

are  nov*  reckoned  among  hi*  cii&iptas» 
they  formrrly  did  n-H  UlivVi;  in  hint,  as  a;*- 
pears  Iry.-n  ViL  j. 
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rd  Men  and 
brethren  ,  Tbh 
feripture  mult 
n«vls  have  bin 
/h  I  piled  ,  which 
I'u  Hi'h  Gl’oiHjy 
the  mtndh  of  LU- 
vid  ip-ikt  before 
!CT>nrtrnin^udas, 
which  wi*  guide 
to  them  that  took 
jcfiij. 


tv  For  be  way 
numbered  ^ithos, 
ami  hi !  obtained 
pin  of  this  mini- 
ihy. 


1 5  this 

imn  r;i  rebated  a 
field  ui;b  tb t  tc- 
ward  pf  iniquity; 

sad* 

i  — 


having  authority  over  them  **  but  as  one  that  liras  on 
a  level  with  them)  in  the  following  manner: 

iS  My  dear  friends  and  countrymen,  whom  I  may 
aife  cal)  my  fHlow-femnts  and  difeiples,  and  my  bre¬ 
thren  in  Chrift*  f  hive  an  affair  of  vaft  importance  to 
propofe  to  yon  :  Ye  all  know  what  has  befallen  one  of 
our  number*  but  it  ought  not  to  furprife  or  {tumble  you  ; 
for  as  the  caunfsl  qf  the  Lord jlandf  for  evert  ( Pf*  isxiii- 
il*)  and  as  this  melancholy  tiTCumfUnce  was  foretold 
in  prophecy,  and  fo  became  tharaQeriftic  of  the  Mef- 
fiah,  it  was  eventually  neceflary,  the  prediflion  deli¬ 
vered  by  Dat'idj  under  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
{Pf  xli*  9>)  tlKiuld  be  remarkably  fulfilled  in  the  per¬ 
fidious  wiclcednefs  of  Jtdasi  of  w^ioin,  as  typified  by 
At httcphcl*  it  U  there  fold,  Mine  own  familiar  frUndj 
in  whom  /  trujlcd^  which  did  eat  of  my  bread)  has  iift 
ttp  his  heel  againft  mef  (fee  the  paraphrafe  on  John  ziii* 
ao.) ;  and  who  accordingly  directed  the  counfds  of  the 
Jews  -igainit  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  conduced  tbofe  that 
apprehended  him  in  the  garden,  in  order  to  their  put¬ 
ting  him  to  drub.  (Li/kvxiL  3,  4,  47+) 

17  For  this  Judas  was  one  of  our  fellow -difei pies  and 
affociateS)  one  of  ChrifFs  domeflicks,  whom  he  kindly 
treated  and  highly  favoured,  like  an  intimate  friend, 
and  one  whom,  of  his  mere  good  pleafure,  he  chafe  and 
called  to  the  apoftUlhip,  and  int cuffed  with  the  fame 
important  mini  dry  in  his  kingdom,  as  he  did  the  reft 
of  us,  who  have  been  honoured  with  that  office,  (link 
vL  13, — rfi.) 

18  But  this  bafe  wretch  (^t)  turned  traitor  to  his 
great  and  benevolent  Lord,  whom  he  fold  to  the  chief- 
priefts  at  the  price  of  a  Have,  {Mat*  xxvu  1 5*  fee  the 
paraphrafe  there};  and  mftead  of  getting  any  advantage 
thereby  to  hmifdf,  he  was  fo  terrified  in  his  confidence 
for  the  detectable  crime  he  had  committed,  that  he  re¬ 
turned  the  money  to  them,  {Mat*  xrrii*  3,  4.)  who  f 

with 


N  O 

*  in  that  agr  was  a.  Ggn  of  aurh<^ 

tity  in  teaching,  and  was  accordingly  uird 
by  the  fcriijcs  inti  Plko  iiccs,  and  moA  eom- 
P;otjly  by  our  Lord  himftlf,  in  fp&liiiw  to 
the  people*  Pf/(r  thnefon  did  not  fit.  Tike 

one  daiftiiog  authority  over  bis  brethren ; 
b ut  ttw.fi  if pt  as  one  that  treated  them  with 
and  only  mafic  a  motion  to  them, 

vkhirh*  perhaps,  was  Id  purfu&oa  or  fcme 
cf  thnfe  ioftrucUons  that  Chrift  gave  hi? 
apt'fllcs  about  ilw  flings  ftrtaitxng  (he 

cf  Gcd,  (ivr.  3.  )  And  as  men  and  brt* 
threw  was  a  familiar  appellation  frequently  u- 
ftd  by  equal*  among  Ik1  Jevj,  and  by  the 
ftpoftlcs  in  their  di&ourfes  on  various  oc- 

*'  ""  1  ■  ■  _  _ .  _  1 


r  e  s, 

canons :  So  Prfrr  here  add  relied  the  eooqw- 
ny  ih  tbit  ft  tie,  without  any  marks  of  au¬ 
thority  ;  and  I  da  sot  find  that  our  blcffcd 
Lord  ever  Jet  htm&lf  fb  much  on  a  level 
wkb  his  hearers,  as  once  10  life  tbii  phrafe 
in  any.  of  his  fpeechcs  to  them, 

|  At  JwW*  money  for  vlikb  he  fold  his 
Lord  was  laid  onr  for  this  pnrpofej  he  if 
fitd  to  purchase  3  field  with  the  reward  of 
iniquity,  though,  he  did  cot  intend  that  pur- 
chafe ;  as  peribns  am  laid  to  get  toih^mfctees 
pjamey  and  to  rtctivt  dawneadou  to  tbenitvn^ 
If  rev*  ia.  t*  .and  Korn*  lift*  a.)  tha^pey  dy 
not  dcfign  it. 


Ch.  i. 

and  t 

long;  he  barfly 
fuuder  in  the 
rnUft,  tnd  aQ  hi* 
Uwtb  gu  Aed  out. 


n* 


9 


>9  And  to  wu 

kiiowo  unto  all 
the  dvettcra  4* 
jcruAlem  t  info- 
ipoch  as  that  field 
is  cal ted  in  their 
p roper  tongue  t 
AecJdart^'hdt  ts 
L>Ay(TbeficUof 
blood* 

For  it  U 

written  in  tlw 

book  of  p&lrtjs , 

Lei  His  Habitation 
■ 

he  defol^re  p  and 
let  no  ra*n  4**11 
therein  ;  and  his 
blQt'tpnd  let  a- 
nother  take. 

it  Wherefore 

i  >f  tbcf^  into. 

which  have  crun* 

partied  with  us  t 

all  the  time  that 

the  Lord  Jefiis 

went  in  anti  out 

■ 

^uung  dv, 

it  Beginning 
-'ini  the  hf pdinj 
nl  Jf)hPttm!0  th-Jt 
£imt  day  that  he 
s  tak  cn  up  from 
"S  muft  one  be 
u>-(j^inc:l  to  be  a 
wirh  ns  of 


IiJi  tdivroQun., 


with  thelie  wages  of  unrighteoufhefs  bought  a  firdd  to 
bury  ftraogere  in,  {Mat.  xxvii,  7.)  ;  and  he,  in  the  hor¬ 
ror  and  dnpair  of  his  own  rtind,  went  and  banged  bim- 
feif,and,  fomething  giving  way,  tumbled  headlong  from 
that  place  with  focb  force,  that  his  beliy  bur  ft,  and  let 
out  ail  his  intniils*  (See  the  note  on  Mattb ,  xxvii.  5.) 

19  And  this'lremendous  fid  could  not  be  concealed, ' 
but  was  univerfally  known  among  ail  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerufalem  ;  fo  that  the  field  purchafed  by  this  iniquitous 
money,  is  commonly  called,  by  way  of  infamy,  in  the 
vulgar  JrmiJb  dialed,  Aceldama^  which  BgniHes  a  Held 
of  blood ;  intimating,  .that  it  was  bought  with  that 
money  *  which  was  the  price  of  innocent  blood $  and 
this  was  a  righteous  judgment  of  God  upon  him. 

20  For  as  hedeferved  the  fevereft  and  mod  exemplary 
pumlhment,  fo  he  is  the  perfon,  to  whom  foihe  other 
exprdfions  pointed,  under  the  type  of  David  and  bis 
enemies,  in  the  book  of  PfaJmst  not  by  way  of  execra- 
tion,  but  of  prophecy,  (Pfal.  lxix,  25.  and  cix.  8.)  Let 
bit  habitation  be  Jr  folate ,  and  let  none  dwell  in  bis  tents  $ 
and  as  to  the  apoftolic  fun&ion,  to  which  he  waschofca 
together  with  us.  Let  another  take  bis  office. 

21,  22  This  plainly  leads  us  to  the  duty  that  now  lyes 
immediately  before  us,  for  fupplying  the  vacancy  made 
by  his  villanyi  puniihmem,  and  death :  Therefore  as 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ordered  before,  that  his  office  fliould  be 
filled  up  by  another,  and  our  Lord  himfejf  originally 
defigned  the  number  of  twelve  to  be  his  witnefTes,  it 
behoves  us  to  pitch  upon  fome  proper  perfon  for  this 
purpofe,  from  among  the  feventy  difciples,  who  have- 
been  our  companions  in  attendances  on  the  Lord  Jefus, 
all  along  from  the  very  time  that  he  began  to  converfe 
with  us,  and  to  preach  and  work  his  wonderful  mira¬ 
cles  in  our  pretne.  +  \  even  from  the  days  when  John 
baptized  him  at  his  entrance  on  his  public  miniftry,  un¬ 
to  the  day  when  he  was  fo  lately  removed  from  us  by 
his  vjfible  af.-ent  to  glory  *  it  ts  necefla  ry  that  one  of  th  is 
character,  who  has  been  thus  intimately  acquainted  with 
ChriiVs  life,  doctrine,  trnnfa&itms  ami  death,  refurrec- 
tton  ami  afeenfion  to  heaven,  be  appointed  to  this  office, 
that  he  may  be  capable  of  joining  his  tellitnony  upon 

nerfonal 

£  S. 

Grtfb**  and  iLnntirtsiJt  to  Bi£an  ^Jobnn  bai>- 
thwg  Chiift*  filmic  till  then,  Jews  dvl 
not  ;i 1  tLtJ  Kit  amemi*  the  *tifnple*  to  eioer- 
t\K  fits  public  oilke,  as  this  phrafe  fome*- 
lime*  tignilirs  xxxL  3.  andxC'wn. 

i.  lo.)  or  bt  fnivtiv  fiimfelf  in  his  work 

it  at  other  timei, 

Jt'ii.  A^Vhl-  f<  ti;t|  Pjtif.  CSSl,  ■ 


H  °  T 

f  ffdt  Dr  F/gfr/ttf  and  fome  oth^n  have 
thought  ic  wis  oiiod  the  Field  cf  be- 
ciujc  JxdiS  him  kit’  expired  thiTt:  and  fu  it 
was  IhiiKil  with  hj$  blood  that  too  t  the 
pficc,  as  well  a*  was  bought  uul.  die  pi  ke  of 

t  The  h}**lf*i  Jihn  o^yT  relate  r it  her 

|0  Lfc  Ise^iiinin^  fa  baptize,  or  to  hU  bui- 

jiihtgour  Lurd;  hut  I  J4ll*er  jjiLv  v,.Ui 
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a  3  AfcWicy  »j- 

poiiitM  (wo,  Jo- 
i^th  called  &inV 

bw .  s-iio  w»  fir- 
named  Julius  , 
2nd  Mol  that. 


%\  And.  they 
prayed,  and  ft  id, 
Thou  ,  Lord  s 
winch  knowrft 
the  hearts  of  all 
(hew  whe¬ 
ther  of  thefe  two 
|hou  LQ  cho((Di 


a  j  That  he  may 
vtake  part  of  this 

mirilflry  and  apo 
fllcihlp  ,  ftirni 
which  ]ui!a(  liy 

tiaD^rciHon  icll  t 
that  he  mipht  go 
lo  his  own  place. 


perTooal  knowledge  with  oars,  concerning  all  that  we 
axe  to  pnblifli  relating  to  our  Lord*  and  particularly  to 
Lis  rvfarrefUan  from  the  dead*  which  is  the  grand  ar* 
ride,  and  evidence  of  all  the  glorious  things  that  we 
are  to  tetlify  concerning  him ,  and  the  foundation  of  all 
our  hope  in  him. 

13  And  this  motion  fo  thoroughly  approved  itfdf  to 
the  whole  a fle mbly,  to  whom  it  was  made)  {ver*  iyf 
16*}  that  they  immediately  agreed  to  nominate  two  per* 
ions  of  the  above-mentioned  qualifications,  that  Ihould 
ltaml  as  candidates  for  the  choice,  or  rather  ihould  be 
primed  before  the  Lord  for  bis  deG  gnat  ion  of  one  of 
them  to  that  office*:  One  was  Jofepb$  who  was  alfo 
called  BarfabaSy  and  was  furnamed  JujtuSy  and  the  o-» 
ther  Matthias* 

24  And  as  all  the  reft  of  the  apofties  were  chofrn  im¬ 
mediately  by  the  Lord  jefus  himfelf,  the  whole  multi¬ 
tude  joined  in  folemti  prayer  to  hint)  (fee  the  note  on 
vct*  14.}  faying)  Thou,  blefled  Lord,  who  ait  the  great 
head  and  ruler  of  the  church,  and  whole  prerogative  it 
is  to  be  intimately  and  infallibly  acquainted  with  the 
mod  fecrer  temper,  principles,  and  views  of  all  men’s 
hearts,  about  which  we  may,  but*  thou  never  canft  be 
deceived  ,  we  humbly- btfccch  thee  to  favour  out  deGgn 
of  referring  this  important  affair  to  thee  by  lot,  that  as 
the  vthrit  drfpojing  thereof  is  of  .the  tordy  ( Prav *  xvi.  33*) 
fo  tbog  wouldft  in  that  way  point  out  to  us,  which  of 
thefe  two  fervants  of  thtue  thou  thyfelf  haft  chofen, 
and  defigned,  to  fill  up  the  prefent-  vacancy  y 

25  That  he,  by  the  determination  of  the  lor,  may 
enter  upon,  and  bear  his  part  in,  the  labour  and  honour 
of  the  apoffoliCi  charge,  which  Judas  infamoufly  vio¬ 
lated,  and  threw  himfelf  out  of,  by  his  monftrous  wic* 
kedndi,  that  he  might  no  longer  retain  his  part  there¬ 
in,  hut  might  go  to  the  place  which  he  juftly  deferved, 
and  which  was,  by  the  righteous  judgment  of  Got!, 
properly  his  own,  («r )  and  there  might 
receive  rbe  due  reward  of  his  iniquity 

2 6  And 


NOTES. 

^  I-  is  uncertain  who  thefe  c  vo  men  were;  .  taeUle  indeed}  w  whom  there  is  no  John 
hut  feme  think  (h^i  wk*  the  fame  with  i.  47, 

ti.il*  Jihf  who  is  c  »»cd  7-vrfari,  tV.lv,  tr*  f  The  reader  may  eonfult  Ar  KhuhbJ 
3iid  other*  think  it  was  Jz/'s  die  brother  of  for  ar.oihcr  fenfe  of  this  vtrfc,  who  includes 
'James  the  Iris,  j.I.sffc  ri  3,  and  40*  the  mrdv,  from  -which  Jwti*  bj  irmifvrejbn 
iud  ttait  frr  hi*  uprightness  and  integrity  he  -fell*  in  a  parenthrfi*,  and  refers  fer 
tw  furnamed  by  ihc  Romwr  -or  the  f>(awt  not  U>  JWai  and  his  plate  of  pusifh- 

a*  Janet  himfeLi  alfo  wa*.  And  as  meat,  but  to  Matthias  and  his  place  of  of- 
Matthias  and  Nztt'trid  hr-th  Signify  the  fice.  to  which  he  fiuxcedcilj  as  his  own  pro- 
fame  thing,  saiuciy,  the  gift  7  Cfltf  ;  it  is  per 'place  in  the  room  of  when  ho 

nol  im  pro  Noble  but  that  ;fd*  mlj-ht  be*\rd-  wi s  coofen  to  the  &poflkibip» 
of  whom  Child  (aid,  an  i>- 
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**  fonb  £  3<*  And  prayer  being  ended,  they  all  in  a  religious 

font  and  the  lot  manner,  with  faith  and  dependence  on  the  over-ruling 
fUl  upon  Mrniii*  providence  of  God  for  the  event,  delivered  their  lots  *  { 

cumbered  ^  an<*  M  t*ie  dcterimning  lot  fell  upon  Matthias  >  in  an-* 
the  ek«n  i.  fwer  *0  their  pray  ers>  he  from  thenceforward  was  rccei* 

ycd  and  regarded*  by  the  common  conferit  and  approba¬ 
tion  of  all  t!)i  difciples,  a$  a  nyelfth  apofUc,  of  the 
fpme  rank  and  dignity  with  the  other  eleven  $  and  fo  they 
were  again  reflored  to  their  original  number,  according 
to  the  twelve  tribes  of  Jfrad ;  Matthias  being  made 
one  of  them  before  the  approaching  miraculous  fflu- 
fion  of  the  Spirit,  that  he  might  have  that  glorious  ant) 
public  zeal  of  his  apoftlefhip  equally,  and  together  with 
the  reft  of  his  brethren. 


recollections. 

What  unctmtroulabk  and  glorious  evidences  have  we  of  the  nefurreftioo  and 
rvaltatipfi  of  the  once  c nitrified  Redeemer*  that  our  faith  and  hope  might  he  in 
God  l  He  gave  great  numbers  of  bis  difcrplcs  fucb  frequent  opportunities  of  fee¬ 
ing,  and  convediGg  with  him  after  bis  death,  that  they  could  not  poflibfy  mif- 
take  him  for  any  other  ptrfon  whatfoev^r;  and  they  were  eye- wit  Defies  of  hir 
a  founding  with  a  real  human  body  up  to  heaven.  How  delightful  is  the  thought 
of  his  having  carried  our  nature  into  that  blefied  world !  Who,  that  loves  him, 
would  with  tor  his,  re  turn  to  a  date  of  humiliation  upon  earth  i  Our  great  con¬ 
cern  is,  that  we  m^y  meet  him  with  comfort  at  hisiccond  appearance  to  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead  ;  when,  as  we  are  aflured  by  the  teftimooy  of  an  yds,  he 
will  perfonally  come  again  in  the  douda  of  heaven,  and  every  eye  fhall  Ice  him 
in  all  hi&  majefty  and  glory*  la  the  mean  while,  how  carefully  fhould  wc  at! end 
to  the  duties  to  which  he  calls  us,  in  humble  dependence  on,  and  waiting  for 
the  promifed  Spirit  toafiifi,  own,  and  comfort  ns  in  his  way  and  work  !  Ilmv 
Cautious  fiiould  we  be  of  indulging  a  cnrnal  curio  fit  y,  or  or  prying  into  God's 
frerets,  that  do  not  belong  to  us  ;  and  how  religion  fly  fhould  we  commit  every 
thing  by  faith  and  prayer  to  him,  who  lurches  the  heart,  and  has  the  unerring 
and  (bveneitrn  difpofai  of  events,  though  they  may  be  as  uncertain  as  lots  to 
us  l  And  (nice  lots  are  an  appen)  to  Providence,  it  becomes  us  to  ufe  them  fert- 
in  important  c.'des,  that  cannot  well  be  determined  otherwife,  and  not 
about  ti  ifk*  in  a  ludicrous  way-  God*s  determinations  fliouM  always  fiitisfy  us  j 
and  whtn  by  any  mea:-s  he  teftifire  hrs  rail  snd  approbation  of  bis  Servants,  wc 
fijould  recuve,  and  own  them  with  attention  and  l'dl  context. 


NOTES 


*  Cafe's  account  of  the  manner  ta 
uhkb  i«ems  as  pio^Llc  is 

any  J  have  mil  with;  They  their  Lots 
(:ays  he)  into  two  urns,  one  of  whuh  con¬ 
tained  the  mrne*  of  Jiftpb  and 
and  the  other  a  blank,  and  the  word 
and  in  driving  thefe  nut  of  the  fivers!  11ms, 
the  lilank  C^nr.t  up  with  the  name  of 
and  die  ]oit  on  w-hidt  was  written  the 
word  #**$-''1  Came  up  with  the  name  of 


Msttliits;  and  this  briug  in  anfwer  to  their 
prayers,  they  concluded  that  Matslw  was 
the  nun  whom  the  Ijnrtl  had  chofcu  to  th* 
apoftlrfhip:  And  Ibmc  think  that  the  whole 
mmpany  thereupon  eitprefictl  (hi’ir  appro¬ 
bation  by  a  common  filtJVage/  together  with 
the  dcvoti  apoiHts,  according  to  Bestt*$ 
ttan jbtlon  of  the  words  rbixar ty»v 
p.t tcc  rz*  tyftxa  tOKirtu/itLuS 

cplii  * 


CHAP. 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafed. 


Oh.  u. 


CHAP.  II. 


The  Hoff  Gbofl  is  poured  out  upon  the  difciples  in  the  appearance  of  clo¬ 
ven  tsni*uei  of  fire,  i , — 4.  .  Notice  it  taker,  of  this  by  the  multitude 
that  tone  together,  si- — 13.  Peter’j  difccurfe  on  this  0 ccafum^tAo 
— The  happy  effects  zf  his  fermon  in  the  converfton  cf  thrfethou- 
finrf,  and  their  addition  to  the  [church,  37,-41.  The  eminent  piety 
and  charity  of  this  new  apoflotie  church,  and  the  tokens  of  Goff s 
owning  and  blsffmg  them,  42.-47* 


/r**T.  Paraphrase. 

"M" O W  as  Pentccojl,  fo  called  becaufe  it  was  fifty 
toft  was  fuily  ^  days  complete  after  the  paflbver,  (Lev.  xxiii,  15.} 
com;,  they  were  yras  one  of  the  three  annua]  ficafts  on  which  all  the 

cJiiTin  ooc'IuIukI  males  of  lfrael  were  obliged  to  appear  before  ihe  Lord 

at  Jeritfafem ,  (F-xod.  xxiii,  17.);  as  this  feaft  was  Vepe 
in  commemoration  of  God’s  giving  the  law  at  mount 
Sinai ;  and  as  the  firft-fruits  of  rhe  wheat-harveft  were 
then  offered  to  the  Lord,  in  like  manner  as  the  firft 
frurs  of  the  barley-harveft  were  at  the  pafTovcr,  and 
oil  was  poured  on  ihe.two  loaves  that  were  for  a  meat** 
offering,  (F.xod.  xxiii.  16.  and  Lev,  xxiii.  10,  ij,  1 6, 
?7*  compared  with  chap,  ii,  1.)  an*.l  A  Pentecoft  tbis 
year  fell  on  the  firft  day  of  the  week  *  j  fo  this  was  a 
proper  time  for  the  moft  folemn  publication  of  the  gof- 
pel ;  for  pouring  out  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Spirit,  and 
gathering  in  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Chriftian  church;  and 
for  confirming  the  New  Teftamenr-fabhath.  which  com¬ 
menced  with  Chrift’s  refurredion  on  the  lame  day  of 
the  week,  being  the  fiftieth  day,  or  feven  weeks  before, 
(fee  the  note  on  John  xx.  26.)  Accqrdingly,  when  the 
evening  was  paft,  and  the  mornlng'Iight  of  the  firft 
day  of  this  remarkable  feaft  fully  appeared,  all  the 
hundred  and  twenty  difciples  (ch.  i.  15.)  were  affem- 
bled  together,  as  with  one  heart  and  foul,  and  f  in  one 
room,  for  the  worfhip  of  God. 

x  And  Hidden*  ■  2  And  as  they  were  united  together  in  faith,  warfhip, 

* J  and  love,  and  were  waiting,  looking,  and  longing  for 

the 


NOTES. 


*  Sx  far  an  account  of  |h*s  feafl,  rela¬ 
ting  to  all  thete  and  Ievtr-J  other  pauicubj, 
J.iV /ft-af  nn  this  pb.ee.  diiifttGrth  on  JLxod* 
acxUi  1 5.  and  xjciih  10*  and 
Ki-rp.  Chronnl,  p.  4$i,  45** 

■f  Though  the  words  (fy*  to  «vt»)  fcgt- 
t  xr,  may  not  always  ftgnify  in  me  roam  or 

particularly  not  in  var*  4-s*  (fee 
LigM&t  and  JV&tif  there)  yet  this  is  its 
tiiuiLcoEKmofl  ftnfe,  as  in  1  C?r.  xi*  xo*  and 
nivT  ij!  and  here;  However,  it  is  not  Ccr* 
£t:n  wiie:(wr  thhurit  in  the  upper  room, 


where  they  afttnbled  before,  (chap,  i.  ij.) 
or  in  the  temple,  where  they  met  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  feftfval ;  but  tonfiJeriuir  that  the 
£reat  multitude,  which  fonn  after  came  to- 
gcilitr,  were  more  thauThtfr  joun*  c*a  l*c 
thought  to  have  hcM,  it  feems  to  have  been 
in  the  temple,  where  w  find  them  after¬ 
wards,  vtr.  4C,  and  the  multitude  /aw  the 
fippcmuce  of  doven  tongues  Tcftinc  upon 
them,  as  well  as'&esrjf  them  fpcak  drflcrtnC 
languages,  (wr.  jj.) 
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ly  there  cuds  a 
frond  from  hca~ 
vm,  as  of  a  m(h< 
iof  mighty  wind, 
and  it  mini  alt  the 
houfc  wlwte  they 
were  fitting. 


)  And  then 
append  unto 
them  ,  cloven 
tongues  >  tike  ai 
of  fire,  ami  it  fit 
upon  each  of 
them ; 


the  promt  fed  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghofl;  there  camcall  on 
a  fuddea  a  mighty  noifc  from  heaven,  like  the  found  of 
an  exceeding  ftrong  wind  rufhing  forcibly  imo  the 
room,  to  awaken  their  attention,  and  to  intimate  the 
poftrerfut'operarion  of  the  Spirit,  which  ufually,  like 
the  ftrong  wind  that  pafled  before  Elijah  (i  Kings  xix* 
it.)  begins  with  terror;  and  the  divine  gale  filled  the 
whole  houfc  where  they  w^re  fitting,  as  an  emblem 
thatthe  gofpel,  attended  with  the  Spirit,  fhould  feat  ter 
the  mifts  and  cloud's  of  ignorance,  fin,  and  error, 
fhould  bear  down  all  before  it,  and  fhould  fill  the 
whole  earth, 

3  And  immediately  after  this,  there  was  a  vifiMe 
appearance  of  fuch  bright  rays  of  glory  in  rh?  place,  as 
formed  themfelves  into  the  ftmpe  of  pointed  flames,  ro 
fcmbling  tongues  of  *fire  fee  the  note  on 

Matt .  iii,  id,)-  that  were  cleft  toward  the  dp;  and  the 
Spirit  of  God  abode  in  this  fur  prizing  form,  for  Come 
time  on  the  head  *.of  every  one  of  them.  By  alt 
which  it  was  fignified,  that  they  fhould  be  miraculouf- 
]y  enabled  to  preach  the  gofpel,  with  light  and  fervour, 
in  divers  tongues  among  Gentiles^  as  well  as  Jrws ; 
that  the  obftruftions  to  the  true  knowledge  of  God,  oo 
cafioned  by  the  confufion  of  languages  at  Babtl9  {Gen. 
xu  9.)  fhould  be  removed ;  that  the  apo files  gilts  for 
propagating  the  gofpel  fhould  be  permanent  and  va* 
rious ;  that  all  their  diverfittes  were  one,  in  their  do 
fign  of  proclaiming  the  do&rine  of  Chrifl,  and  were 
from  one  original,  as  proceeding  from  the  fame  fpirit  \ 
and  that  his  operation  in  them,  and  by  their  means, 
fhould  enlighten  and  fofeen,  melt  and  purify  the  heart, 
and  kindle  it  into  a  fat  red  flame  of  love,  zeal,  and  ho- 
ly  joy. 

4  Here- 


N  G 

*  It  is  highly  probabJc  that  thx*  appear* 
brae  or  cloven  tongue*  rcflvd  on  the  heads, 
not  only  of  theapoftles,  hoi  of  aUthehw** 
dreii  and  twciny;  for  it  was  00  their  head** 
of  who™  it  was  tiid,  (vr r.  j.)  that  they 
:rt  nit  -with  one  accord  fa  out  ptau%  which 
cxalUy  anfirers  to  what  was  faid  of  the 
whale  eomfurijr,  indulive  of  Mary  and  the 
other . women,  {chap*\t  14,  ij«)  and  Peter 
afterwards  in  chi*  Aapter,  vtr.  rtf,  it,  18. 
exprefsly  fpcaks  of  rhis  as  an  accompli  fli* 
iixm  uf  ywi1?  prophecy,  about  God's  pour* 
big  out  hi*  Spirit  on  his  fins  and  daughters 
and  on  his  firvwts  ttt*d  bund-maidens  *  Anfl 
a*  rhofe  that  wer*  afterwards  iccommcnded 
by  the  apoflks,  to  be  choicn  to  the  office  of 
are  described  as  men  fait  of  the  Hot] 
Cbsfi^  ( chp .  vi.  3.}  ;  fu  it  Teems  that  thefe- 
veuty  cllfri^'lcf,  and  others  of  th:s  company, 


T  E, 

who  were  afterwards  c  von  pc  lifts,  pi  dors, 
and  teacherr,  were  at  this  time  filled  with 
tpftf,  in  their  measure  and  proportion  pro* 
per  for  theLr  work,  as  the  apoftln  were  for 
theirs ;  lince  fur  nulling  out  gift*  tor  all  ihefc 
offices,,  is  fpoken  of  as  the  immediate  fruit 
of  CUrift's  afrintum  to  heaven,  (Kpb*  iv.  B, 
1 1, )  And  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the 
ancients,  appears  from  Jcrojit%  CbvyfJtom^ 
and  QccHTntefas,  fSec  M'oitkj  *ni  the  pure,) 
Hu;  if,  as  JJr  Lr/ewd  obferve*,  the  eft  that 
were  with  one  accord  In  one  place,  \rr  1, 
may  refer  only  to  the  apoftks  Oi^t  J*:ul  been 
mentioned  jiitt  before,  (chap,  i.  a (5.)  rhete 
is  no  ncreflity  of  fuppofinK  that  rhe  Holy 
GholL  (el)  in  this  miraculous  manner*  at 
this  time,  on  my  nv'rv  than  tins  twelve  u- 

poftles.  See  Ins  D'ufaf  Anther  of  the  0+d 
f.r.d  AVic  Tfi  vol*  U.  p  31  > 


14  Acts  of  the  Apostles  pdr&phrafei,  Gh.  u. 


4  And  they 
vcirall  tilled  with 
the  Holy  Gholl, 
and  begin  to 
{peak  with  otlwr 
tunnies  i  aft  the 
Spirit  give  them 
utterance. 


$  And  there 
were  dwelling  at 
Jem  fade  m,  Jews, 
devout  men,  out 
oF  every  ration 
under  heaven* 


6  Now  when 
ihl*  was  noifd  a- 
broad  the  multi¬ 
tude  came  toge¬ 
ther  ,  and  were 
Cun  founded  ,  be- 
uufc  tlut  every 
man  heard  them 
fpeib  in  his  own 
language. 


4  Hereupon,  anfwerable  to  the  meaning  of  thefe 
figurative  reprefentations,  ail  this  company,  though  il¬ 
literate  pi'tfons,  were  in  an  extraordinary  manner  fil¬ 
led  with  the  gifts,  as  well  as  graces  of  the  Spirit,  who 
is  holineft  itfelf,  and  the  author  of  all  holineCs  in  os  % 
and  under  his  powerful  influence  they  began 

to  fpcak  the  great  things  of  God,  with  furprizing  fluen¬ 
cy  and  propriety  in  foreign  languages,  which  they  were 
before  entirely  unacquainted  with,  as  the  all-knowing 
Spirit  enabled  them,  by  fuggefting  matter,  words,  and 
pronunciation  to  them. 

5  And  this  was  a  proper  time,  chofen  by  the  wifdom 

of  God,  for  notifying  and  proving  the  truth  of  this 
furprizing  miracle,  and  making  it  fubfervient  to  the 
immediate  fpreading  of  the  gofpel  ;  for  as  the  fealt  of 
pentecoft,  fo  the  general  expedlatiorf of  the  Meffiah  in 
thofe  days,  had  brought  vaft  multitudes  of  Jews  by 
birth,  and  by  ptofelytifm,  (ver.  to.)  to  take  up  their 
refidence  for  a  longer  oi  fliorter  time  at  Jervfalem,  re*; 
ligious  men  that  feared  God,  who  came  from 

all  nations,  where  the  Jews  were  fcattered  abroad, 
through  the  known  parts  of  the  world. 

6  Accordingly  as  foon  as  this  wonderful  effufion  of 
the  Spirit,  in  its  fenfible  tokens  and  eft'c*£ls  upon  the 
difciples,  alarmed  the  neighbourhood  by  *  its  noife, 
and  by  the  rumour  that  they  heard  of  it,  a  great  com¬ 
pany  of  ftrangers  from  feveral  countries  crouded  about 
the  place,  and,  upon  coming  thither,  were  exceedingly 
furprized,  and  at  a  lofs  what  to  think;  for  every  one 
of  them  heard  fome  or  other  of  the  apoftles  fpeaking 
the  various  languages  of  their  own  refpeflive  countries, 
not  by  their  ears  being  [truck  with  different  founds  of 
the  fame  words,  which  would  have  been  a  miracle  in 


7  And  they  were 

aU  amazed  and 
marvelled,  faying 
one  to  another  , 
Mu]dfarc  not  all 

thefe 


the  hearing,  and  not  in  the  fpeaking  ;  but  by  the  lame, 
or  different  perfons  fpeaking,  fir  ft  to  fome  in  one  lan¬ 
guage,  and  then  to  others  In  another,  according  to 
Chrift’s  promife,  (Mark  xvi.  17.}  that  they  jhsuld /peak 
•with  new  tongues ,  as  they  now  did.  (ner.  4.} 

7  And  all  thefe  foreigners,  that  underffood  one  or 
other  of  the  feveral  languages  they  heard,  (terror*)  weic 
exceffively  affoniffied,  wondering  how  this  could-  be, 
whence  it  was,  and  what  might  be  its  tendency,  defign, 
and  tfliie ;  and  faid  one  to  another.  What  an  amazing 
thing  is  this  !  Are  not  all  thefe  fpeakers  illiterate  and 

unpolifbed 

NOTE. 


*  IN  roam  tw  ipuvwr  i^is  vclcts  to  the  alarm  vhiclv  was  given  by-  thvt}  is 

or  meije  iwjf  made*  may  paflibly  refer  (a  the  well  as  to  tbc  reports  which  immediiit- 

noife  that  wu  mode  by  the  niffaiag  of  the  If  fpxcad  abroad* 
mighty  wind,  (vrr*  *.)i  and  fo  may  relate 
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ihefe  wfakb  fpcafc 
Galileans  f 


9  AjuHMNrbeii 
wt  every  man  in 
our  own  tongue 
wherein  we  were 
boro  ? 

9  PlTthtlQE  , 
,ind  Meries*  rod 
Khmiics,  and  the 
£  ddl'rE  in  Mtfr- 
j  onmu,  and  in 
J  iuk^ud  Capp*- 
d-jJa,  m  PoiKtts, 
sujrf  Afia* 

lo  Phr?**  , 

and  Parfiphylh  * 
in  KgfpcT  and  in 
itie  parti  of  Ly- 
l).a  ^lOAtCnune, 

w  9 

and  ft/anger*  of 
Rome,  Jews  and 
poafdytts, 

ti  Crete*  Rttd 
Arabian?,  we  do 
bear  them  fjictk 
'him:/  tonnes  t  be 
rfui  worts 
oi  Cod. 


it  And  they 
wrie  all  amatol  r 
and  atre  indoabt, 
fryin*  oretoano- 
Okt.WJui  mean* 
etfiibis? 


tjOtittrwnoelc- 


unpoliihed  Galileans,  who  never  learned  any  other  than 
their  own  mother  tongue? 

8  How  fur  prizing  is- it  then,  that  every  one  of  ut 
hears  them  talking  with  all  readinefs,  and  propriety  of 
words  and  accent,  in -the  virions  languages,*  and  <Ua« 
lefts  of  our  own  countries,^*  <(**  as  if  they 

ehemfelves  had  been  born  and  bred  there ! 

9,  to,  1 1  Here  are  amongft  us,  perfons  of  no  left 
than  fifteen  different  languages  that  are  fpoke,  fame  in 
Europe ,  others  io  A  fa,  and  others  in  Africa,  viz.  Par- 
tbians,  Medety  and  Per  funs  or  Elamites ,  and  inhabi- 
tints  Jof  Mrfopatamia,  and  of  Judea,  who 

fpake  a  different  dialed  from  the  Galileans,  and  of  Cap¬ 
padocia,  as  alio  of  Pmtus,  and  of  a  particular  diftricl  * 
belonging  to  Ajta  the  lets  ;  of  Phrygia,  and  Pampbytia , 
of  Egypt,  and  of  thofe  quarters  of  Lykia,  that  lye  nt ar 
Cyrene j  and  together  with  tbefe,  here  are  fojourning  with 
us  (**•£•>.«*•*'<)  both  native  yew, and  religious  profelytes, 
that  ordinarily  rditle  at  Rome ;  as  likewtfe  perfons  of  the 
jflaud  of  Crete ,  and  the  couotry  of  Arabia*,  and  t ho’ our 
languages  are  fo  very  different  one  from  another,  we  all, 
in  our  turns,  hear  tbefe  illiterate  Galileans  fpeaking  them 
fevS rally,  as  intelligibly,  and  diftin&ly,  as  if  they  were 
thorough  mailers  of  them,  all,  and  uttering  in  them  the 
praifesof  God,  and  the  ftupeudiouily  t  great  and  glori¬ 
ous  things  which  he -has  done.  {«»?  *»->'«  r*  j 

IX  And  confidering  all  tbefe  urcumftancss  together, 
the  generality  of  them  were  in  the  utmoft  aftonHhmenr, 
as  apprehending  that  the  hand  of  God  mull  be  in  this 
event ;  and  thatlome  very  extraordinary  Hate  of  things 
was  ufhering  in  among  them :  And  as  their  notions  were 
all  confnfed,  and  they  could  not  imagine  what  it  Ihoutd 
be,  they  talked  one  to  another  in  a  way  of  inquiry  and 
furprite,  faying,  What  is  God  about  to  do  amongft  us  ? 
Is  be  introducing  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom,  which  we  have 
been  looking  for,  by  thefe  wonderful  men  ?  and  if  fo. 
What  fort  of  kingdom  is  it  likely  to  be  ? 

13  At  the  fame  time  there  were  others,  $  who  were 

natives 


NOTE  9. 


*  At  fcvenl  of  tbefe  places  were  in  the 
Idler  A j£«,  it  moil  be  that  pay  cf  it  which 
wxt  catJcd  d/e  ProconfuUr,  or  proper 

J  ^  '  i_  _  _  i*.l‘  ■  rt 1  a.  .  _ m  ^ 


IV  1  vavi  ■  H  v  tf  w  111-14.  avb  II 

and  yfeenfion  of  Chrift,  tether 
with  the  etfufion  of  the  Spirit,  as  2  fulSl* 
ment  of  his  promiies,  and  the  j^oriods  cilf- 
peniaiioas  of  joi pel*  grace ;  and  we  way 
wi.it  fiippofe  that  the  apofUei  liiieooirfctl  of 
ti.cfc  things  with  abund^cc  of  py  and 


f  Thefe  appear  to  ham  been  fomc  of  the 
natives  of  JtfJtx  2 nri  uyliahhunts  of  Jt  rufi* 
who  untkrft'VJii  only  ilte  dialed  of  thit 
ei-uurry  hytiie  apofiJc^s  dircdHr^  IT  fpccch 
im  mediately  to  them  in  the  nest  v;:Tie;  and 
it  13  highly  probable,  that  the  jWi'oes  sari 
Pharos,  ivbo  had  j/tfliriuufJv  i-Jur^r)  our 
Turd,  aj  caftui  jout  dovlh  by  the 

prince  of  devil x;t.  14,} 
up  the  jimide  10  rh.in*c  ihU  wniir:crf»v  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Spirit,  as  the  bj!>ldi;:"  snd 

u^nroiitado  of  drauhv:i  r:en, 


i6 


7 he  Acts  tf  the  AroSTLcS  paraphrafid. 


Cb.ru 


log  laid  i  TIieTc 
men  are  full  of 


new  wine. 


14  Bn!  Peter, 

Asad  mg  up  with 

the  dertn,  lift  ap 
ha  race,  and  Grid 

tint*  them  }  Ye 
men  of  Judes,  and 
all  jx  tli  ai  dwell  at 
Jcmfrkm,  bcthii 
kmu  n  unto  yon, 
and  lieatkcQtomj 


»j  Fonhcftare 

not  drunken  t  a* 
e  fnppofe  t  tie* 
ng  it  b  hut  the 
thud  hour  of  the 
day* 


I 


f*  Bat  this  h 
that  which  was 
fpoken  by  the  pro¬ 
phet  Joel 


vy  And  it  flail 
ceaic  to  pift  I'm  he 
lift  day* ,  (faith 

Ood, 


natives  of  Judea*  that  turned  this  foiemn  appearance  in-' 
to  ridicule  and  Lancer ;  they  tberafelvea  being  eoemiefl 
to  Jefus  and  his  followers,  and  not  under  (landing  any 
of  rhefe  languages  befides  their  own,  gave  out  to  the 
people,  more  maliciously  than  ignorantly}  chat  thefe  were 
only  a  parcel  of  drunken  iota*  who  fancied  themftkes 
to  be  infpired}  and  fo  talked  an  unintelligible,  non  fen  fi- 
cal  gibberifli*  without  any  meaning,  they  having  intoxi¬ 
cated  themfdves  with  the  fweet  wine,  (?««* 
which  they  had  drank  too  freely,  at  that  feftival  time. 

14  But  as  this  was  fuch  an  invidious  reproach  on  the 
apoftles,  and  on  the  Spirit  of  God  in  them,  Peter  got  np, 
to  fhew  that  he  was  not  drunk,  as  did  the  other  eleven 
apoftles  for  the  fame  purpofe,  as  alfo  to  tpftify  their  con¬ 
currence  with  him,  and  in  their  turns  to  confute  this 
calumny  *  \  and  he,  as  their  mouth,  fpakc  aloud,  and 
with  great  eameftnds,  especially  to  tbofe  feoffors,  faying, 

>«**««)  Ye  Jet v\fb  men,  and  all  ye  inhabitants  of 
Jerufaleitii  I  am  going  to  declare  a  matter  of  the  utmoft 
confeqoence  to  you,  and  beg  that  you  would  carefully 
obferve  my  words  of  truth  and  fobernefs  : 

15  For  neither  I  nor  anyofthefe  my  companions  and 
brethren  are  overcome,  or  any  way  difordered  with  liquor, 
according  to  the  injurious  conftru&ion  that  ye  navtf 
fcoffingly  put  upon  our  conduQ?  and  it  is  extremely 
rational,  as  well  as  uncharitable  and  prophanc,  to  fug¬ 
ged  or  imagine  any  fuch  thing  concerning  us  }  for  it 
is  now  but  nine  o*  dock,  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
morning  facrifice,  till  which  time  ye  very  well  know 
that  the  Jews  do  not  ufe  to  eat  or  drink  any  thing,  ef* 
pecially  on  fabbaths  and  foiemn  feftivals  j- ;  and  there* 
fore  it  cannot  be  thought  that  fuch  a  great  number  of 
us  fhould,  with  one  .con Cent,  debauch  ourfelves  fo  early* 
and  come  in  fo  fba'meful  a  manner  to  the  worfhip  of 

God.  . 

16  But  what  ye  have  feen  and  heard  is  far  from  being 
thefrolicks  and  fcnfdefs  jargon  of  drunkards,  as  alltbcfe 
Grangers  can  ceftify,  who  beard  and  underftood  os  as 
fpeaking  with  propriety  and  good  connexion,  the  won* 
derful  things  of  God,  in  their  own  languages ,  (1 ter, 
»i.)  it,  00  the  contrary,  (to  tdl  you  the  plain. treth  of 
the  «fe)  is  a  dire£t  and  glorious  fpccimen  of  the  aecom- 
plilhmem  of  JeePs  prophecy.  {Cbap,  ii.  a8,-*— 32.)  . 

17,  18  Where  God  fays  in  a  way  of  ahfolute  promifo, 
to  engage  our  faith  and  eXpe&uion  of  a  performance : 
In  the  lift  difpenfation  of  grace,  at  the  Meffiah’s  days 

which 

NOTES. 

4  Sk  tf'latij  and  lit itftet  on  the  pu**. 


Sec  tighfwt  on  die  place. 


Ch 


t* 

*  u. 


God,)  E+Ulpour 

Cat  of  ay  Spirit 
upon  all  Aoh  : 
and  your  Tons  and 
yew  daughters 
fWt  prophdy  * 
and  your  young 
men  ibll  dc  viri¬ 
ons*  and  your  old 
nvn  (bail  ditani 
di  earns : 

1.8  And  on  my 
fjrtancf,  and  on 
my  hand  maidens  j 
1  ivill  potiroutiu 
thofr  days  of  aiy 
Epirir ;  and  they 
ritall  prophdy  i 


ip  And  t  will 
(hew  vooders  m 
heaven  ahuvCfUid 

in  the  earth 
bennth';  blood  , 
,  nJ  fir?t  and  n* 
pour  df  fmofce. 

ao  'rhefuTilbdl 
I  r  turned  into 
d  cknefs,  and  the 
mr-oo  into  blood , 
1^1  ore  that  great 
vid  iHJtahhe  day 
of  the  Lord  come. 


7T>e  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphraftd.  if 

m 

r 

which  will  be  a  little  before  the  final  diilblutlon  of  the 
Jevti/B  flare*  temple*  and  nation*  I  will  allured  ly  pour 
out  the  gifts  and  graces  or  my  Spirit *  in  a  more  plenti¬ 
ful  and  extraordinary  maoner  -than  ever  before 5  not 
merely  upon  people  of  fuperior  character,  nor  only  in 
the  land  of  Ifraet*  but  with  extenfive  and  abundant h^ht 
and  influence  upon  perfons*  of  all  ranks,  ;md  fens* 
and  of  all  uatioas*  for  the  advancement  of  hi*  kingdom 
and  glory  in  the  falvatioti  of  many  fouls  $  iufomuch,  that 
without  diflintlion  of  fex,  your  fons  and  daughters  lliull* 
under  immediate  infpiration*  foretell  tilings  to  o>me* 
and  /peak  unto  men  for  edification*  and  exhortation  and 
comfort t  (1  Cor.  xiv*  3.)  Without  diftinction  **f  ages* 
your  young  men  fliall  have  villous*  and  your  old  men 
dreams,  one  as  well  as  the  other  receiving  divine  reve¬ 
lations,  as  immediately  and  evidently,  from  God,  as  he 
formerly  ufed  to  convey  them  in  thole  ways :  And  with¬ 
out  dtftin&ion  of  outward  circum fiances  and  ilatiuus  in 
the  world,  I  will  (lied  forth  this  abundance  of  the  Spirit* 
in  thefe  happy  days*  on  luch  of  my  people  as  are  male 
and  female*  fervants  of  the  to  welt  rank*  as  well  as  on 
men  and  women  of  higher  degree  and  flat  ion  \  ami 
they  lhaU,  under  a  divine  afflatus,  predict  lbmc  things* 
and  explain  others, 

19,  20  And  for  the  utter  confufion  of  my  obftinaie 
enemies*  that  will  not  be  convinced  by  the  plain  eft  ma- 
nifeftations  of  the  Spirit  to  atteft  the  MefTwh’s  authority 
and  glory,  I  will  caufe  the  moll  aftomfluug  prodigies 
In  the  air  above*  and  terrible  prefuges  on  the  earth  be¬ 
low*  fuch  as  &  vail  eJFtifiou  of  blood  by  the  (laughter 
that  (hall  be  made  upon  the  Jews  in  domettick  and  fo¬ 
reign  wars,  and  conflagrations  of  towns  and  cities*  fee 
on  fire  by  invading  enemies;  and  fuch  thick  clouds  of 
frnoke  amending  from  thence*  as  will  obfeure  the  light 
of  the  fun,  and  give  a  dufky  red  call  to  the  moon*  like 
the  colour  of  blood  With  all  thefe,  and  many  other 

frightful 


note  s. 

*  T;  is  mgniftft  that  fill  JUfi  mud  be  here 
t-ken  i»  a  very  JimitL-d  fenfe*  as  Jignitying 


only  fame  of  mankind  ta  all  notions;  or* 
more  dheflly  arul  inTintdhtdy,  fame  of  all 
t*>ns  and  decrees  of  perfons,  u  thfcy  are 
fpedfied  in  tins  and  cbt  following  nerfe,  and 
wvrv*  in  fifl,  partaker*  of  iliii  remark  able 
riliifian  of  the  Spirit*  aj  a  pledfl=  of  further 
com  mimical  ions  to  ptrfons  of  dl  the  tame 
*1v i  rafter*  under  the  gofpcMtate,  iti  oppo- 
10  tb^  JtY/tjir  notion,  which  rcftnincil 
die  fpim  of  prophecy  to  the  to 

that  dweir  in  Jasec^  and  to  the  wile, 
vjluoit  and  rich,  <7f-  {See  P$t?ikon  Tt*/ 

V  :J  »  Iil»  f  -  I 


it*  *8.)  But  whaifoeucr  view  it  had  ro  G-\i- 
Jfta,  ii  well  j*  ph-in,  from  st-  t  * 

Xm  xi.  chap*  ihjt  JV/rr  iIM  nor  undcrltand  it 
iu  that  fenfe  till  many  yrars  ; 

and  he  fpt-fki  of  urhat  'v.i  iuw  done,  as  an 
areomp  ftmmcnt  of  tLU  pwpliccy*  rho'  ihc-i  £ 
were  txi  Gwi;U$  £nu>ng  than  on  whom  iJj; 
Spirit  was  poured  down* 

■f  Thel'c  cxppefiion*  m;iy  he  eonfidcred  in 
a  tnetjpliuriivi  fenle*  to  not  only  U>c* 

dvthuAion  of  cities  town;,  Uit  xtio  of 
nalrri  and  people,  and  of  t'.c  t-.ti!  stinl  crelo- 
fidftlcaJ  ftatc  of  the  h u;  the 

i;ci.vu;u  xY\zi  Jvf-l'h*}  ^ivc5  cl  the  dr^ufot 


lB  72*  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafedt  Ch.  ii. 


a  t  And  it  fliaU 
come  ro  paf*,  tbit 
whomever  fedl 
call  on  tbe  name 
of  the  Lord  IhaU 
be  feved 


ii  Ye  men  of 
Ifrtd,  heir  thefc 
words  i  Jefm  of 
Nuarcth,  a  men 
approved  of  Gbd 
amongyou,  by  m  i* 

ratios, 


frightful  appearances*  will  I  introduce  that  great  and 
fignal  day  of  the  Mefliah’s  glory*  (imp™*)  and  of  his  ter-* 
rihJc  vengeance  on  the  unbelieving  Jews9  which  (hall 
compleat  the  deftruftion  of  their  city*  temple*  and  na~ 
tion*  and  entirely  diflblve  their  civil  and  ecclcliaftical 
government,  and  will  he  the  mod  awful  type  and  em¬ 
blem  that  ever  was  known  of  that  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  ;  which  will  be  (till  more  terrible  to  all  the  wic¬ 
ked  and  ungodly*  at  his  final  appearing  to  judge  the 
world. 

21  But  amtdfl  all  thefe  terrors  and  dangers*  whoever* 
defpairing  of  help  elfewhere*  (hall  religioufly  own  and 
cleave  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  the  only  Saviour*  and  with 
faith*  humility*  and  fervour*  (hall  pray  to  him**  and 
to  the  Father  through  him*  for  all  needful  guidance*  pro¬ 
tection,  and  favour*  (hall  he  delivered  from  the  dreadful 
calamities  that  will  fall  on  all  the  impenitent  and  un¬ 
believing*  atthedeftruftiooof^fr^/mhere*  and  at  the 
day  of  judgment  hereafter;  and  (hall  bepartakersof  that 
falvation*  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus*  with  eternal  glory. 

22  And  now*  O  ye  IfiraeStes9  to  whom  pertain  the 
adoption,  and  the  glory*  and  the  covenants*  (RomAx* 
4.)  I  befeeeh  you  attend  ferioufty  to  the  furpuzing  and 
important  things  that  1  have  further  to  (ay  to  you  un¬ 
der  the  infpiration  of  this  Spirit*  which  is  now  (0  viGhly 
and  remarkably  (bed  down  upon  us:  Ye.  have  heard 
much  of  that  famous  man*  whom*  though  commonly 
called  by  way  of  reproach  Jefus  of  Nazareth r*  we  glory 
hi  y  and  who  was  fignalized  among  you*  and  evidently 

(hewn 


N  o  T 

havbck  made  irpon  the  by  fire  a  pH 

Amd,'  he  tell*  ns  of  many  other  ftupeadous 
prodigies  in  the  air*  and  on  the  earth ;  to 
the  air,  he  (ays,  a  far  lnang  over  the  city  like 
a  {Word,  and  a  comet  appeared  for  the  (pace 
of  o-ycary  and  when  the  people  were  affero- 
bled  together  at  the  pafloyer,  a  light  Atone  for 
half  arthotir  round  about  t  lie  at  tar  and  the  tern- 
1c,  at  the  ninth  hour  of  the  nighty  a;  if  U 
ad  been  noon-day ;  and  foon  after  that  fet- 
rival*  chariot  a  of  war  appeared  aloft  in  the 
ah',  and  armed  troops  made  fwift  marches 
-a tong  the  clouds  all  over  the  country,  and 
feemed  todraw  lines  of  drcumvaliatioti  round: 
about  cities.  On  the  earth,  he  feysf  at  the 
fome- mentioned  pa  Anver  ■  cow,  at  a  pried 
wia  leading  it  to  be  fecrifierd,  bmught  forth 
a  larch  io  the  muJfrnf  the  temple;  and  the 
eaftern  gate  of  the  inner  temple*  width  was 
of  brafr,  and  of  Co  ircmenfe  a  weight,  that 
twenty  men  could  hardly  Ihui  it,  famed  of 
its  own  accord  to  open  aboeir  the  fixth  hour; 
ond  at  the  teaft  of  iVe/tf  when  die  priefb, 
ocoortliog  to  ciift urn,  went  to  mtnifler  in  the 
Icmplr*  they  firft  heard  a  motion  and  1101ft, 


1  E  S. 

and  then  a  voice,  u  it  were  of  a  great  imiL- 
tUttde,  fiying,  Let  at  pi  knee.  And  one  Jt* 
fm7  the  ion  of  Attamtsr  a  mean  coomryman, 
went  about  all  the  city,  night  and  day,  dy. 
log,  Wo  to  y*rttf&i&ny  and  wo  to  the  tem¬ 
ple,  &e*  and  could  not  be .  it  ft  mined  by 
fcourgrog,  amf  other  cruel  a  (age;  but  finish¬ 
ed  hb  warning  at  loft,  faying,  Wo  to  me  it 
fo;  at  which  he  was  fmote  by  a  done  from  a 
fthift,  and  hnmediitdy  died.  ViL  Hiidf. 
Joleph.  dc  Bell.  Jud-  Itb.  vL  cap.  f.  p.  116, 

*  OtHing  *pon  the  name  cf  the  ZW,  is  of¬ 
ten  ufed  with  a-  reference  to  Chrift,  and  is 
charafttrtftic  of  trot  Chriftiass;  tut  chap-  itf* 
14,  ai.upd  xxtt»  id  R$m*  x.  r*v  and  i  Gv<  i. 
a.  and  as,  io  the  preceding  verfe,  the  great 
and  notable  day  of  the  Lord  is  plainly  meant 
of  tbo  day  of  Chrift**  appearing  .for  the  moil 
glurioOS  and  awful  purpofts,  the  conbcftiOii 
kadi  us  founder  fand  this  verfe,  as  directing 
os  to  call  upon  his  name,  and.  lo  fhewf  that 
he  is  the  great  Jehovah  fpokoa  of  in  the  pro¬ 
phecy  w  hich  U  here  applied  to  him. 
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<U  «►  (hewn  to  be  from  God,  and  in 

twdiCrtd&b^  l%k  f*vour  *itl1  **  by  the  tntghty  works,  wonders, 
him  >D  the  mWft  and  figns,  all  contrary  to  the  courfr,  and  above  the 
"f.r>0’"*?r”lir~  power  of  nature,  which  God  the  Father,  Concurring 
ftlns  w  tows  w;t|)  hitn>  performed  by  him,  in  the  midft  of  yourfelvcs. 

In  your  own  cities,  towns,  and  public  aflemblies,  and 
before  your  own  eyes,  as  yc  all  very  well  know  to  bo 
matter  of  fa£t,  and  cannot  juftly  deny. 

,3  Him,  bong  23  This  great  and  glorious  Perfon  being  by  the  eter- 
ddivered  by  the  nal  decree,  or  fettled  counfcl,  and  unerring  foreknow* 

rt^rAr*  *e(*8e  *be  infinitely  wife  and  holy  God,  judicioufiy 
ledge  «r  God.  ye  devoted  to  death,  and  providentially  put  into  your  hands, 
have  nken,  end  that  he  might  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  honour  and  fatfofac- 

hirmn^nNmi  l*on  divine  juftice,  and  make  way  for  mercy  and 
fldo :  grace  to  be  extended  to  rhe  (inful  Tons  of  men  •,  fo  per* 

terfe  were  your  hearts,  which  God  foreknew  they  would 
be,  and  determined  to  leave  to  themfelves  without  re* 
ftraint,  that  ye  with  horrible  malice,  rage,  and  envy, 
and  with  flupid  blind ne£s  and  fool-  hardinefs,  feizeil. 


i«WhoaiOod 

hath  railed  up 
hiving  foo&d  cbt 
p'injofdfiilht  be- 
caufc  it  vu  not 
puflihlt  that  be 
ihtHiid  be  boUen 
of  it. 


and  cned  out  aa  with  one  voice  again  ft  him  \  and  con** 
demned  and  bound  him  like  a  criminal,  by  a  national 
t€t  in  your  general  council  3  and,  by  a  monftroufly  wic¬ 
ked  mariagement)  procured  hid  being  crucified,  and  put 
to  the  mo  ft  painful  and  ignominious  death,  by  the  hands 
of  Gentile  Conners  x*^^^*}* 

24  This  very  Perfon,  for  promoting  the  molt  glorious 
purpofety  contrary  to  all  your  expectations  and  defigus, 
God  has  ftilt  farther  owned,  and  honoured,  by  railing 
him  from  the  dead  j  he  having  judicially  releafed  him 
from  all  the  pains  and  forrows  of  death  that  were  penally 
infli£led  Upon  him,  and  thereby  Taken  away  its  (ling 
from  all  that  believe  in  him :  He  has  thus  taken  him 


from  prifon  and  from  judgment^  ( Ifa+  Hii-  8.) ;  becaufe 
it  was  utterly  inconfiftent  with  the  infinite  dignity  of  his 
perfon,  the  pcrfeQion  of  his  atonement,  the  juftice  of 
God,  and  the  truth  of  amiem  prophecies,  and  abfolutely 
impofTtble,  .in  the  nature  of  things,  that  he  fhould  re* 
main,  cither  by  right  or  force,  under  the  power  and  pe¬ 
nalty  of  death  or  fhould  beheld  in  prifon,  and  not 
rife  a  triumphant  conqueror  over  that  laft  enemy,  and 
over  him  who  hadihe  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  de¬ 
vil,  \Iteb.  ii»  14*) 

as  For  David  15  For  the  royal  and  infpired  P/almiJl^  perfon n ting 

thrift, 

:  W  O  T  E. 


*  Mindeft,  vnndn-t,  And 
of  like  impuit}  and  art  hcajid  io£c;h£r  to 
Jellify  the  greatnHs  of  CEirilh  mv;tcVt,  and 
n  ri:icoor  admiratkn  at  them,  uiitfjriirry 
m  -r  ilMmjhtj  t'iyord  sheer,  a$  ibty  Vere-fi^i^ 


of  the  divine  poircr  and  gonefotft,  and  of 
Chri^^inj;  approvtd  of  God  as  the  reiy 
[Kr&U  he^. pro  (Hir'd.  to  I  m;  in  bis.  vork::i£ 
tturtnV'  tlic  note  o;i  *i:,  ;5.) 


F  1 
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Cfa.  iw 


flTCtketh  concern* 
inp  him,  1  forefaw 
the  Uirtl  always 
before  my  tacc  , 
for  he  u  on  my 
tight  hand,  ttat  I 
Ihould  not  be  si  tv 
Ved. 


%  6  Therefore  did 
ay  hint  rejoice, 
and  my  tongiic 
wax  mofiw 

IT 

ver  alfb,  my  firlb 
Iball  reft  in  hoper 
17  Recall  ktfinij 

vti|f  not  leave  any 
fotd  in  hell,  nei* 
th«rwiti  ihou  ilif* 
fer  I  bine  Holy  One 
to-  fee  corruption. 


iS  THob  haft 

made  kno**n  to 
me  the  way «  of 
life  j  thou  flutt 

make 


Chrift,  who  fore  fa  w  he  would  defeend  from  him,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Jlefti,  and  would  be  exalted  on  a  fpi  ritual 
and  heavenly  throne,  which  was  prefigured  by  bis  own 
temporal  throne  in  tfraelf  exprdTed  bimfelf  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner,  ( Pfahn  rvi.  8,  11*)  I  have  ever  had  the 
Lord  in  my  view,  thinking  and  a£Hng  as  in  his  Gght  and 
prefence,  and  having  bis  glory  at  heart  as  my  higheft 
end ;  for' he  is  ever  near  me,  and  my  utmoft  confidence 
is  in  his  wifdom,  power,  faithful  tiefe,  and  goodnefs, 
that  he  will  Hand  by  me,  and  never  fuffer  me  to  be  con¬ 
founded,  {ffa*  1.  7,  8,),s  and  that  I  fliall  never  be  dif- 
couraged  in,  or  beat  off  from  my  great  undertaking  for 
his  praife,  and  the  falvation  of  his  people* 

2 6,  27  Therefore  I  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and  my  tongue, 
which  is  the  glory  of  a  man,  especially  when  cm* 
ployed  in  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  could  not  forbear  ex- 
prcflmg  the  gladnefs  of  my  heart:  (£uAfx*2f*)  Yea, 
in  the  day  of  my  greateft  diftrefs,  and  in  the  very  ar¬ 
ticle  of  death  itfelf,  I  (hall  dill  maintain  an  entire  fa- 
tisfatfion,  that  my  body  (hould  be  houfed 

in  the  grave  whh  fafety  and  peace  f  and  that  1  (hall  lay 
it  down  with  fweet  compofure,  as  being  fully  affined, 
that  (**-)  thou,  O  my  heavenly  Father,  wilt  not  leave 
my  *  foul,  like  other  men’s,  to  continue  in  the 

irmfible  ttate  of  reparation  from  the  body;  nor  wilt 
thou  permit  the  body  ttfelfofthy  Son,  whofe  nature  1$ 
holy,  and  who  is  fet  apart,  and  confecrated  by  his  own 
blood,  to  the  work  of  redemption,  to  be  fo  long  deprived 
of  life,  and  of  its  dear  companion  the  foul,  as  to  begin 
to  turn  torottennefs  and  corruption  ;  but  that  as  tbofe 
parts  of  any  facrifice,  which  were  to  be  eaten,  were  pot 
to  be  kept  till  the  third  day,  left  they  (hould  begin  to 
putrify  f,  Lev ,  vii.  15,-17.  fo  I  fliall  rife  again  on  the 
third  day,  as  one  x\\'dXoffercd  himfetf  a  JacrSfceof  djiveet* 
fmttting  favour  to  God *  [Eph*  v.  2*) 

28  1  have  an  abfolute  dependance  upon  thee  for  this  ; 
for  thou  haft  thoroughly  acquainted  me,  as  the  Head  of 
rhe  Church,  with  the  way  in  which  I,  and  they  in  their 
order,  through  faith  in  me,  (hall  arrive  at  a  glorious 
immortality,  and  in  which  thou  wilt  hi ing  me  and  them 
to  ir»  even  by  raffing  me  from  the  dead,  ds  the  fir^  fruits 
of  them  that  Jleep  in  their  graves :  (1  Cor*  xv>  20.)  And 
as  ihou  wilt  fmiie  upon  the  whole  of  my  undertaking 
aud  performances;  fo,  when  I  am  rtfen,  tbou  vtWzgivc 


mj  lift  in  tht 


MOTE. 

*  ff,  as  fomc  trifles  contend,  rfic  word}  fenfe  to  Iky,-  f Ui  imA Ml 
'ivv»  *od  ei'fn  unc  here  to  be  rendered  fifit  gravt, 
iitid  ihe«rrfjv,  the  htwty  of  the  an  tit  hells  I  To  fit  nimr^e,  is  an  tickralfm  for  Cot 
*>ciwn  ChrllVs  fiat  an  k  JiU  fiefi  or  body*  rupting*  See  Asajiv*  on  Ltv*  vn.  *f* 
would  |>e  loft  1  and  to  me  it  is  £c*m  good 


ch.il. 

otkt  m  foil  or 

joprirb  tijy  cotm- 

tciuoce. 


ip  Men  <f»rf 
Lrtthrtn,  Let  me 
freely  fpeafc  unto 
you  of  the  patri¬ 
arch  Dimd,  that 
khliadidcadiod 
buried)  and  his  fc- 
pulchre  is  wiili  vs 
unto  this  day  ? 


30  Therefore 
bring  t  prophet, 
and  knowing  that 
Ood  had  f*tfrn 
with  an  oaih  to 
him,  that  of  the 
fruic  of  his  loins, 

according  to  the 
Jlcfli  *  Se  wooM 
raifr  up  Cftrift  to 

hi  on  his  throne  ; 

% 


It  He,  fcrin^ 
thU  before,  (pakt 
ifl  the  irfurrofli- 
on  of  Chrift,  that 

In  foul  was  not 
Jr  ft  tn-hell,  nei¬ 
ther  Ids  fkth  did 
ft:  corrupt  wn* 


3ft  This  Jefas 

lit  j  Li 
* 
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me  glory,  that  their  faith  and  hope  may  he  in  theet  (1 
Pet.  i.  21. ) ;  and  wilt  receive  me,  and  them  after  me,  to 
all  unutterable  delights  in  thy  immediate  prefence, 
where  is  fuftnefs  of  joy,  and  A  thy  right  hand,  where 
are  pleafures  for  ever  more. 

29  Now,  ye  men  of  lfratl ,  my  countrymen  and 
kinfmen  after  the  flefti,  permit  me  to  difeourfe  a  little, 
with  opennefs  and  freedom,  upon  this  prophetic  paf* 
fege  of  fieri  poire  j  confider  it  calmly  as  reasonable  crea¬ 
tures  j  and  do  not  be  prqudifed  again  ft  what  I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  fay  about  it,  with  all  the  good*  will  and  friendfliip 
of  a  brother  to  you :  Ye  all  know  that  the  renowned  and 
pious  David ,  who  may  well  be  called  a  patriarchy  as  he 
was  the  head  of  the  royal  family,  died  and  was  buried  a- 
bove  a  thouland  years  ago  j  and,  by  confeauence,  his 
foul  has  been  all  this  time  in  a  fe  pa  rate  ftate,  and  his 
body  has  long  fincc  corrupted  and  turned  to  dull  in  the 
tomb,  which,  to  honour  to  his  memory,  has  been  kept  up, 
and  continues  zmongft  us,  ro  this  very  day. 

30  The  faft  therefore  {hews  that  .he  could  not  £iy 
theft  things  concerning  himlclf  j  but  being  an  infpired 
prophet,  and  knowing  that  God  had  given  him  a  graci¬ 
ous  promife,  and  confirmed  it  irrevocably  with  an  oath, 
that,  when  he  himfelf'fhould  deep  with  his  fathers  in 
the  duft,  he  would  fet  up  his  feed  after  him,  which 
fhould  proceed  out  of  his  bowel1.,  (fee  the  note  on  John 
i.  14.)  and  would  eftablilli  the  throne  of  his  kingdom 
for  ever,  (4  Sam.  vii.  12,  13.  and  Pfabn  cxxxli.  11.) 
and  knowing,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  thi6  rela¬ 
ted  to,  and  would  have  its  full  accompliiliment  in  the 
Mefiiah,  who  fhould  deicend  from  him  in  his  human  na¬ 
ture,  and  in  a  high  and  glorious  fenfc  ihould  inherit  his 
throne  in  lfrael. 

31  David ,  l  lay,  forefeeing  this,  fpake,  in  the  place 
but  now  mentioned,  concerning  the  refurrecUun  onhe 
Meffiah  after  he  Ihould  be  put  to  death \  and  perfona- 
ting  him  faid,  that  bis  foul  was  not  left  for  any  length 
of  time  in  a  feparate  Hate,  nor  did  his  flelh  continue  fn 
long  in  the  grave,  as  to  be  in  any  degree  putrilied ;  God 
.taking  care,  by  his  fpecul  providence,  to  preferve  it 
from  corrupting,  that  it  might  the  more  evidently  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  the  fame  body  which  was  crucified,  and  that 
nothing  like  the  common  corruption  which  came  upon 
the  human  body,  by  means  of  the  fall,  might  be  found 
in  him. 

32  Accordingly,  this  Jcfns  of  Nazarcthy  whom  ye 
lately  crucified,  is  the  very  perftm  of  whom  David  fpoke, 
as  of  his  royal  defeendantj  acd  whom  Gcrt,  in  accom- 

plifhr.ic  jst 


42 


hath  God  railed 
up  j  whereof  we 
all  atc  whiKfllf. 


H  Therernref 
being  by  thc'ri^hi 
hand  of  God  ex- 
Altcd,  and  hiving 
rettiyed  of  th  ti¬ 
dier  (hi  pnmrfc 
of  the  HoiyGhod, 
he  huh  fhed  Tort b 
thii  which  ye  tjow 
ict  And  hear. 


34  Tor  David 
is  not  afcenrfed 
Into  the  heavens; 
hist  he  feitli  him- 

frU'j  The  Logo 
fiid  unto  Jay 
JiOrd,  SkttuMi  on 
my  tight  hand, 

35  Un  nil  make 
#hy  foes  thy  fpqt* 

ilooJ. 
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I 

piifhment  of  that  prophecy,  has  rat  fed  again  from  the 
dead  on  the  third  day,  before  his  embalmed  body  had 
time  to  be  corrupted  :  And  of  this  refurreftion  every 
one  of  us,  on  whom  the  Spirit  ha$  now  fo  fifthly  dc» 
feended  to  confirm  our  teflimony,  were  eye-wjtndTes ; 
we  ail  having  been  well  acquainted  with  him  before  tii« 
death,  and  having  fecn  him  and  converted  with  him, 
and  feverai  of  ut  having  cat  and  drank  with  him  at  va¬ 
rious  times,  for  forty  days  together  after  bis  refur regi¬ 
on,  till  in  our  fight  he  a  feended  up  to  heaven*  {Chap. 
1*  3,-9.  tod  qf.) 

33  So  that  this  very  Ferfon  is  now  exalted  to  his  throne, 
by  a  glorious  operation  and  difplay  of  the  divine  power, 
and  to  aftate  of  the  higheft  dignity  and  authority  in  the 
Father's  immediate  prefence,  as  head  over  all  things  to 
the  church  j  and  he  having  now,  as  Mediator,  received 
a  full  eommiflion  from  his  Father  to  communicate  the 
Holy  Ghofl,  which  there  were  promtfes  of  before-hand 
by  the  Father,  as  well  as  by  himfelf,  (fee  the  Faraphrafe 
on  chap*  i.  4.}  He  has  now,  in  performanceof  this  gland 
compre  ben  five  promife  of  the  New  Teftaracnt,  flied 
down  the  Spirit  abundantly  upon  us,  for  producing  thofe 
wonderful  effe&s  which  ye  at  this  very  time  ate  eye 
and  ear-wimdTes  of,  andnre  fo  much  furprtqed  at,  and 
at  a  lots  about.'  (wr.  7,  8.} 

34,  35  And  even  this  was  likewife  foretold  by  David, 
under  the  (pirit  of  prophecy,  in  words  that  could  not 
per  fan  ally  relate  to  himfelf:  For  that  great  and  excel¬ 
lent  prince,  how  eminent  and  holy  foever  he  were,  is 
not  corporally  afeended  or  gone  up  to  heaven;  his  body 
being  {kill  in  the  grave,  as  has  been  obferved,  {verj  29.) 
But  he  himfelf,  ib  a  prophecy  of  the  Mcfiiah,  brought 
in  God  the  Father  as  fpeqktng  in  this  manner  to  his  Son, 
(P/al.  cx.  1.)  The  Lord  Jehovah  faid  unto  the  Mclfiahj 
who  in  his  divine  nature  and  office-capacity  fs  mv  Lord 
and  King,  Be  thou  exalted  in  the  higheft  majetty  and 
dominion  in  heaven,  for  the  admipi  fixation  of  all  the 
affairs  of  the  kingdom  of  providence  and  grace  ;  and 
continue  reigning  ip  all  thy  power  and  glory  there,  till 
I  (hall  have  giyen  thee,'  as  my  King,  whom  I  have  fet 
on  my  hqly  hill  of  Zion,  a  eomplcit  triumph  over  fin 
and  Satan,  tbc'wprld  and  death,  and  lhall  have  brought 
all  .thine  enemies  into  ap  abfolute  fubje&ion  to  thee; 
that  rbofe  of  them,  who  are  not  made  willing  in  the* 
day  of  thy  power,  (P/aL  cx.  3.)  may  be  broken  to  pieces, 
a$  with  a  tod  of  iron,  {Pfol.  ii.  9.)  and  trampled  under 


CL 


fie 


*3 


jtf  Tbtitfoit 
iet  atl  the  bonfc 

of  Ifnd  bottaf* 
fared)}  that  God 
hath  mie  that 
lamp  JcfrSi  whom 
yt  have  cnidficdt 
both  Lord  and 

Chnft* 


3f  Now,  whcip 
they  hoard 
they  were  pricked 
in  their  heart,  tnd 
bid  unto  Peter , 
aod  to  the  teft  of 
the  tpofHcs,  Men 

and  breth  re  n ,  what 

(hall  wt  do? 


38  Then  Peter 
bid  mho  them , 
Repent ,  and  be 
baptized  everyone 

of 


tby  feet*  :  Sucb  an  abfolnte  and  univerfal  dominion 
and  coo qu eft  as  this,  is  no  way  applicable  to  David 
hinofelf ;  but  is,  in  the  fulled  fen  ft,  troe  of  the  Meffiah, 
whom  heir  be  called  bis  Lord. 

36  Therefore,  to  conclude  the  whole  with  an  appli* 
cation  to  your  felves,' Since  Jefus  has  wrought  fuch  won* 
derfol  works,  has  rofe  again  from  the  dead,  is  aicended 
up  to  heaven,  and  has  poured  down  the  promifed  Spi¬ 
rit,  and  all  this  in  accomplifliment  of  fo  many  antinit 
prophecies^  every  IfraeHte  among  you,  upon  this  con¬ 
curring  evidence,  may,  and  ought  to  be  thoroughly 
convinced  of  this  important  and  concerning  truth,  ana 
we  have  now  full  authority  to  declare  it,  viz.  that  God 
the  Fatbpr  has  actually  glorified  that  very  Jefus  of  Nar 
zaretb  whom  ye  fhamcfoliy  crucified  a  few  weeks  a- 
go,  and  has  veiled  him  with  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth,  as  Mejfiah  the  Printet  (Dan.  ii,  35.}  or  as  the 
Lord  and  King,  and  anointed  Saviour  of  the  church. 

37  Upon  Peter* s  delivering  this  (criptura),  clofe,  and 
moving  difeourfe,  the  Holy  Spirit  fet  it  home  with  fuch 
power  upon  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  Jrnny  who 
heard  it,  and  had  been  concerned  in  crucifying  the 
Lord  of  glory,  that  they  were  exceedingly  ftruek, 
pierced,  and  wounded  in  their  confcienccs,  under  an 
affe&ing  fenfe  of  the  greatnefs  of  their  fin,  and  of  the 
danger  they  bad  expofed  themfelves  to  thereby}  and 
cried  otic  with  much  earneftnefs  and  did  refs  of  foul, 
fome  to  Peter ,  and  others  to  the  red  of  the  apodlesj 

been  f 

all  the  humanity  and  kindnefs  of 
ations,  tell  us  what  is  to  be  done  in 
our  deplorable  cafe  j  what  will  become  of  us  ?  Is  there 
any  hope  of  mercy  for  fuch  provoking  wretches,  and 
horrid  murderers  as  we  arc  ?  If  fo,  what  courfc  mult 
wc  take  for  the  remiffipn  of  our  fins,  and  c leaping  their 

dreadful  and  deferred  confequences  i 

38  Peterf  being  the  molt  forward  fpeakef  of  pH  the 
apoftlcs,  replied.  Tour  cafq  is  far  from  being  defperate, 
tho’  very  dangerous;  As  our  great  Lord  commanded 
you  to  repent,  upon  the  encouragements  of  gofpel-grace, 
(fee  the  note  on  Matth.  Hi.  3.)  fa  our  commiflion  is  to 
preach  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins,  even  to  you  at 
Jerv/alemt  in  bis  name:  (Lpke  ifxiv.  47.)  Let  every 

one 

T  F.. 

of  conquerors,  wild  isfrd  to  tread  on  the 

neck*  of  tlidr  vanqnilbtfl  enemies  aft  a  to* 
kcQ  of  their  entire  victory  ami  triumph  over 
them*  Ssc  7^*  x .  15.  1 

39, — 43*  fjltL  xviii-  44+  aud  Eiifk* 
jkl  ip* 


umfabri  jvu  4141V  b  ULL1J  y. 

we  befeecb  you,  bv  al 
fuch  friendly  appcllati 


N  o 

*  HtfZ  arc  two  allufion*  to  ancient  a if- 
tome  one  to  the  tughcQ  honour  that  ufcJ 
to  be  (beva  to  pertain,  by  placing  them  on 
the  right  tumlT  ft*  tiobwin  Jiil  His  mother 

fitting  on  hi*  throne,  (f 
A^r  ii.  j$.)  ;  aod  th?  other,  to  rise  curtoro 


24 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphr&feJ, 


Ct).  ii. 


ofyontiithename 
of  JelW  Chiifl  j 
for  the  rcfDtfUoQ 
ofOti£,*Dd  ye  th.tll 
tittin  ihc  gifi  of 
the  Hoff  Ghoft. 


one  of  you  therefore  be  deeply  humbled  for,  and  heart!? 
ly  renounce  this,  and  a|l  yotfr  other  ip  equities,  with 
tbe  urmoft  abhorrence  of  yourfdves;  and  as  a  token 
thereof,  and  of  your  Gncere  agd  profefled  fubjeftion  to 
Chritt’s  authority  and  grace,  and  of  your  accepting  him 
in  alt  His  offices,  as  the  only  true  Me(Bah,  be  ye  qapti* 
zed  *  in  his  name,  that  ye  u)ay  receiye  the  pardon  of 
all  your  Gris*  through  faith  in  his  atoning  blood,  which 
ye  fo  lately  (bed;  and  ye,  together  with  that  Uefliug, 
fhall  be  partakers  of  the  faring  influences;  and, '-many 
of  you,  of  fomc  miraculous  powers  of  the  Holy  Gboft  f. 

39  In  this  way,  ye  may  warrantably  hope  for  this 
blcfling,  and  ought  tp  put  io  for  it,  as  ever  ye  would 
be  concerned  for  yoqr  own,  and  your  dear  offspring** 
happiuefe :  For  the  proipife  of  QoA’a  cpvenant,  {Gtn+ 
xrii.  7.)  of  which  baptifm  is  now  to  be  the  fign  and 
fcal,  as  fircumcifion  h^s  been  heretofore,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  prproifeof  the  Spirit,  I/a.  xliv*3*  and 
funs  to  you  and  your  children:  And  as  tbe  bleffing  of 
Abraham  is,  under  this  new  difpenfatioo,  not  to  be  con¬ 
fined  as  forpicrly,  tp  the  Jews*  but  is  to  come  on  the 
GentiUs  alfo,  who  ace  at  prefent  far  from  God,  and  from 
his  covenant,  (Epb.  ii.  12,  13-*)  even  on  as  many  of 
them  as  the  Lord  our  covenant-God  (ball  gracioufly 
call  to  the  faith  and  fellopfhjp  of  bis  Son  Jefus  Cbrift, 

NOTES.  , 

*  As  thp  Jrdtt  already  htUtvri  IQ  God  the  tRdth£ Spirit, whp  wMthean^Hon  with  which 
ithr^  add  In  the  HAj  Ghoft,  a*  fpeakfog  he  was  anointed*  irri t*  advert  HatreC  lib.  tit. 
and  hy  thr  prophets*  Come  fuopoft  that  ciil  io»  The  SchoHaftsbn  this  DifiaiR  tub 


39  Forthepro- 
jrcV.r  is  mi  to  yon, 
ud  to  your  cbil- 
dre;i  T  anJ  to  ail 

that  are  afar  olT. 

_L_  _ 

<vcii  dj  many  M 
t  ho  Lordour  QoJ 

Ifaall  call. 


f -A  HAT-HW  « 

admfatftred  by 
of  Chrift,  and 
t  and  ohedinier 


or  any  thing 
h  tnag  won  was  medary  to  their  own 
pt  or  tBifieatjon,  yr  thorn  Chriftians 
$ayi  may  warrant*  bly  hepefoc*  And 
*c  1  take  Xb(  fteatitag  of  this  pi&gt 
not  thrtVevcry  tadSvidttai  of  them 

receive  mirictAwi  giini  but  that  ei* 

them  ftooCL  arid  that  ell  of  (hem 


:?crloa>  and  r?^  only  tree  '  flioddbavethfc  Spirivat  leift  -in  .bis  ortfti 
11  y  expre&d  by  baptizing  nary  opciatHms*  ^  for/ iltfrc"  il  im>  notice  ta- 
Jrp'L  in  tbt  nttwzcf  ChriJ}*  k$n  of  any*  viable  fcfcent,  or  ^iraoiioas 

d&ft  of  tfce  Spirit,  00  dft  five  tbouftod  that 
Wrc  at  thU^-nmV  Converted  ?  Arid  though 
probably  ia*ny  of  theft  were  preftric  « 
lowing  aflcmMy'whca  they  were  alt  fitted 
with  the  Holy  Gboft  in  an  egtnoidbjnrx 
manner,  UbaP.  iv*  «•)  ytt  as  the.  appfttes 
afterwaribTpok*  to  the  efifteb,  tfkqi  fC 
j.)  bf  chuCijE  -liKk  men  for  deaeonslroni 
arifthe  rimlehv^  a*4  weft  iML  of  t 
GKoft  and  Wjfdoni,  they  "thereby  h 

that iiH thedifclfrta  «cic  oo(  Jo*  " 


----  -  w  r.  ■  ^ 

i;!;i  iiilierpd  according  io  HU  egprefs  inftitu- 
tiou.  -jihidt  Aw/  char  ir  (bould  be  not  in  bii 
on-11  n.LjTvegniy,  buf  i n  the  name  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  situl  the  Holy  Ghofl,  together  with  bit 
owfr  1  Atul  tJw[e!op:  1  lake  baptising  in  ibe 
name  of  the  Lord  Jcfiu,  to  be  ctfprcfGv^ 
not  of  the  frrm  of  bapiiTm,'  but  of  rite  fpo- 
efrt  regard  ilm  was  had  to  Cbrift 'in 

it:  jml,' u  kvitorf-Wcri'Cf,  in  the  hamy 
w1  (liirift  i*  bdoilood,  the  Fathcr/yba  a* 
poiAol  hlm^  and  the  Son,  who  wu  tnoinied. 


£h.  ui. 


Acts  ^  tit  Apostles  paraphrased.  if 


40  And  with 

many  other  word* 

did  he  teftfy  and 
eihort ,  Tayiag  , 
jtve  youriflfci 
tram  this  unlo- 
ward  gate/ariojL, 


Thscn  they 
tlut  sladty  recei¬ 
ved 


by  the  gofpel  *  $  the  fame  promife  is  to  them  and  their 
children,  to  be  fulfilled  in  its  proper  featbn ;  they  being 
thereby  to  be  ipadc  the  children  of  ,/flf  mfonw*  and  to  be 
ble(Ted  with  him,  and  Co  become  the  children  of  prom  ife, 
even  as  l/aae  was.  {Cal.  jli.  7,  9,  16, 17,  27,  28,  29. 
aod  iv.  28.) 

40  The  apoflle  enlarged  upon  tbefe  things,  adding 
many  other  particulars  of  like  tendency,  by  which  he 
bore  witqefc  to  Chriitfs  refurre£tion  and  exaltation,  and 
exhorted  them  to  embrace  him  as  the  true  Mcfiiab,  fay¬ 
ing,  Let  fucb  confiderations  as  chefe  move  you  to.  re¬ 
nounce  the  obftinacy  and  infidelity  of  this  perrerfe  ge¬ 
neration  of  men,  efpcdally  of  the  Icribes  and  Pharifces, 
thofe  inveterate  enemies  to  our  bleiTed  Lord,  and  to 
came  out  from  among  them,  that  ye  be  neither  parta¬ 
kers  of  their  fins,  nor  of  their  plagues,  in  the  dreadful 
vengezQcc  that  is  coming  upon  this  city  and  nation,  and 
in  the  more  terrible  wrath  that  (hall  be  poured  out  up* 
on  all  the  impenitent  and  uubdievlng  at  the  lift  day. 

41  Then,  the  Spirit  of  God  working  with  this  dif- 
courfe  f*  thofe  among  them,  whofe  hearts  were  opened 


v  N  o 

*  It  Teems  too  nanow  to  tonfitu'thc  pro- 
m\Ct  here  meri'U>i*ed,tothat  toJsWii,  which 
frier  had  leierrrd  to,  wr*  ttf,  it,  i3.  For 
he  thetc  fpeaks  of  that  promise  as  (hep  ac* 
Cpmpfitherf  jh  the  effu/ton  of  tbt  Spirit  only 
on  Jtiri und  though  be  there  leads  our 
thoughts  to  the  teooor  of  God's  covenant, 
ivbiihg  to  his  people’s  feed,  together  with 
tiMjifdves,  bis  fplru  fbvuid  be  poured  out 
e:i  r.nd  ^;;t^bursy  under  the  gofpcl* 

difpcr^Ti'ijn,  in  vhirh*  there  is  ndther  male 
nnrfrtnrfe,  bdlthey  arc  [il]  jane  in Quill  jeJbfii 
(G.f/rub  afl.)  yet  the  promiJphere  ferns  to 
Iwik  dill  further*  to  the  gfand  promife  that 
God  m^dc  10  /frrabantt  and  his  iced  to  tbdr 
feverai  generation*,  and  afterwards  renew'd, 
through  the  Old  Ti  foment  difpenhtioiis  to 
Jfr  ud  and  their  feul ;  and  io  intimates,  that 
tl;e  g^fpehdUj^jifattoiy  would  be  fo  far  from 
repealing  this  pioniftj  that  it  Ihonld  be  clla- 
hiiihed,  and  rake  eifeft,  even  among  belie¬ 
ving  Gcrfif/rr,  a*  well  as  Jews:  And  it  it 
molt  natural  to  nrukiihnd  this  promife,  os 
Ixtunghig  in  both  Its  branches  to  believing 
Gl’hIUcs:  For  the  fame  proroife  is  laid  to  be 
ro  them,  as  was  to  th and  it  can 
fcarccly  be  thought,  that-  when  (he  GtnttUs 
came  to  be  converted  and  incorporated  into 
the  lamcChrifthn  body  and  particular  church¬ 
es,  as  many  of  them  were  with  the  Jr&Si  the 
7c-tw)&[neinhcrs  fbnuld  have  a  right  to  the  pro* 
mite  for thetr  children, and thcGcjjA/f  members 
Ihould  have  none  for  theirs ;  nor  can  it  ea(ily 
he  rccnndled  to  that  community  of  privile¬ 
ge*  between  them,  which  the  apoflle  fp«ks 
oi,  Win),  1 6t  i7»  V  therefore  take  tbc 

fcUc  given  in  tic  fompbrafcj  to  be  ddign* 


T  K  S.  ,  tO 

ed  byilicljoty  Gboft,  under  yhoft  infpim* 
tioo  Pdcr  fpoke,  though  Peter  himfelf,  like 
■  tome  of  thcandent  prophets,  (i  Pet*  h  to, 
Ti-)  did  not  uoderfbnd  the  full  meaning  of 
what  he  himfelf  delivered,  fince  he,  u  yer, 
had  no  diftinft  notion  of  the  calling  of  the 
(M-rtritt,  u  is  obferred  to  the  note  on  urr* 
7t*  ■  *  . 

|  It  if  evident  by  thU  happy  cflefr,  that 
the  ctfufoh  of  the  Spirit,  on  this  memorable 
daft  was  fot  gracious,  a*  well  as  miraculous 
operations ;  For  k  wrought  to  this  great, 
and  before  hardened  multitude,  unto  tbdr 
convtfiion  of  (to,  &nd  receiving  the  word 
wkh  faith,  repentance,  and  joy;  thru  the 
gofpel  coming  to  the  Theffai&wns  in  power, 
and  in  the  Holy  Ghofo  wrought  in  them, 
*  (t  Tbtjf*  i.j,— to.)  aw!  the  ipoJHefe#/ fpeaks 
of  regeneration,  or  the  renewing  of  the  Holy 
Ghoff,  as  the  efleft  of  the  cflulicn  of  the 
Spirit,  through  Jefu&  Chrtf!  our  Saviour; 
f  T7/«Ui,  j,G*)  fuppoic  that  the  ponr- 

iRg  out  of  rhe  Spirit,  in  this  and  other  pla* 
m$,  it  to  he  reftratoal  to  hts  miraculous 
gifts  and  operation is  to  reprefent  nil  thoU 
pillages  as  of  very  little  u(e  to  focceeding 
generations,  any  furtlicr  than  as  they  are  At* 

IcOaiioos  to  the  truth  of  the  £>fpdr  and  is 

to  take  off  alt  the  encourage  meet  we  have 
from  them  to  expeft  (uch  influences  of  the 
Spirit  as  arc  necefijry  to  vital  religion,  or 
tocwovrrCon  and  edification  jn  the  feakd 
Hate  of  the  church  t  Rut  tordy  it  is  Hill  as 
true  as  ever,  that  if  any  man  hath. not  the  5pT- 
nt  ef  CAnjff,  bt  is  k one&f  hjiy  & c*  R$rtt,  viii. 
p,  to,  11.  And  as  to  his  enlightening, 
ian  defying,  coti:  ton  tog,  and  iaving  frvus 

Tfllal 
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vedliiiMri  were 
bptud:  ud  tbe 
£pnc  day  there 
were  added  n to 
Arm  abooc  three 
Cfaoqfioci  Jodff. 


4t  And  they 
continwd  flair 
ftfily  In  the  apo- 

fHct  drfbrloc  and 
£dbwSiipfarfdin 
bmkj  ng  of  bread, 
and  in  prayers. 


4%  And  fear 
came  upon  cmy 
foul  t  and  many 
wonder;  and  fignt 
wen  done  by  the 
spoil  te*. 


44  And  alt  that 
believed  to* 
gether ,  and  had 
a  \\  things  com* 

u?o  nf  ~ 


to  attend  to,  and  joyfully  embrace  the  glad  tidings  of 
mercy,  through  a  crucified  and  rifeo  Saviour,  were, 
open  their  profeffion  of  faith  and  repentance,  baptized 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jcfas,  under  thofe  con  fid  era  - 

tionsofhim:  And  fo  great  was  the  number  of  them, 

that,  notwithftanding  the  ftrohg  prejudices  which  before 
bad  fined  their  hearts,  about  three  thoufand  of  them 
were  that  very  day  wrought  upon,  and  added  to  the 
church  of  Chrift  then  ereSed  at  Jerufuhm . 

41  And  fo  effectual  was  the  grace  of  Cod  in  them, 
that  they,  from  that  time  forward,  not  only  attended 
with  att  diligence  and  conftancy  on  the  apoftles  preach¬ 
ing,  hut  ftedfaftly  perfevered  in  the  faith  and  profeffion 
of  the.  doCtrine  of  Chrift,  which  they  preached,  and 
in  Cbriftian  comunion  with  the  church,  in  all  offi¬ 
ces  of  brotherly  love  $  and  they  often  joined  together 
*  in  celebrating  the  Lord’s  fupper,  as  the  memorial  of 
his  death,  and  in  foleton  fupplication  and  prayer  for 
farther  effufians  of  the  Spirit  npon  tbemfelves  and  o- 
thers,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  might  ran  and  be 
glorified. 

43  And  fo  mnch  of  God  appeared  among  them,  that 
people  of  every  rank,  who  had  opportunities  of  obfer- 
ving  it,  were  ftruCt  with  a  folemn  awe ;  fo  that  none, 
as^yet,  dared  to  oppofe  them:  And  their  fools  were  the 
more  imprefled  with  a  reverence  for  them,  and  with 
fear  of  what  might  be  the  fad  con  (Sequence  of  their  ha¬ 
ving  crucified  Chrift,  when  they  faw  many  other  ama¬ 
zing  miracles  wrought  by  the  apoftles,  to  confirm  their 
teftimony,  betides  that  of  their  fo  readily  fpeaking  va¬ 
rious  languages,  which  they  bad  never  learned  by  edu¬ 
cation  or  art.  (See  the  note  on  ver.  2s.) 

44  And*  fucb  a  fincere,  difinterefted  fpirit  of  love 
and  benefieence  }  fucb  .holy  contempt  of  this  world, 
and  lively  hopes  of  a  better ;  and  fuch  a  zealous  con¬ 
cern  for  fuppotting  the  imereft  of  Chrift,  in  its  infont 
and  expofed  ftate,  prevailed  amongft  all  thefe  believers, 
that  they  met  together  as  much,  and  as  many  of  them, 
as  poffible,  in  various  companies  with  one  defign,  for 
Chriftian  conversion,  and  a&a  of  foetal  worihip,  (fee 

the 


N  o  T  x  & 

anil  -ifliil  inns,  that  rbtlc  arc  eqnatly  neettf-  hrratiog  of  brood  from  houfe  to  taife,  mcn- 
(*ry  in  all  ijb.  See  among  other  place*,  flowed  mr.  4S;  which  I  think  i»w  bo  belt 
Fnu.  viti.  1 3, — 16,  16,  Gal.  t.  as,  vnderltood  of  their  brotherly  hiciliaeky  and 
Kf>i.  i.  ,7, — 10.  and  ii.  it  and  lii.  It.  friemUhip  at  their  common  meals;  tor  it 

*  Though  treatir^  of  tread  mi  uled  IO  would  otherwift  appear  too  much  likf  a  need- 
re  rrr  eft  a  common,  or  a  miraculous  meal,  as  left  iiuokn,  in  luch  a  Hunt  and  gment 
well  at  the  Lord's  (upper)  yet  as  it  is  here  account  of  their  CbfiAtan  temper  .and  bcha- 
bmi«i(  in  between  other  exercifet  of  Jev**  viour  i  and  it  it  banwhi  in,  »fier  the  hilto- 
tion,  jt  leemt  to  be  meant  of  the  Lords  /«>-  rian  had  fpoke  of  pwr  having  all  iUik 
p/r,  and  to  be  a  ditfcrcnc  thing  from  their  common  among  them,  ver,  44.  4;. 


Ch.  iV 
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Vf 


the  note  on  ycr,  i.) »  and,  the  urgent  circa mftinpei  of 
things  ciUcd'for  it,  they  made  a  commonftock  of  their 
worldly  ppfleffions,  that  t}ie  poor  might  be  comfortably 
provided  for,  as  well  as  the  rich. 

45  And  the  more  effe£kt)ally  to  anlwer  this  ebarita* 
ble  end,  many  of  the  more  wealthy  of  them  cheerful¬ 
ly  fold  their  real  and  perfonal  eftates,  and  dtftributed 
the  produce  of  the  whole,  as  occaCans  required,  to  all 
that  were  nerrfUtous  among  them  *. 

46  They  likewife  continued,  as  with  one  heart  and 
foul,  to  refort  to  the  temple  at  the  hours  of  prayer  eve¬ 
ry  day,  to  join  with  others  in  public  worfhip ;  and 
they  tabled  together  as  opportunities  and  couvemendes 
offered,  fometimes  at  one  houfe,  and  fbmetimes  at  an¬ 
other  f  i  and  all  this  was  attended  with  fuch  a  joyful 
fenfe  of  God’s  love,  and  fuch  eonfeioufads  of  undif- 
fembled  (incerity,  and  hearty  glowjng  affjc&ion  one  tn 
another,  as  fanalfied  and  fwcetcned  every  meal. 

47  ijo  they  went  on  admiring,  adoring,  'and  blef- 
ftng  God  for  Jefus  Cbrift,  and  for  the  riches  of  bis 
grace  mani felted  to  them  through  him,  in  the  forgive* 
nefs  of  their  great  and  aggravated  (ins,  In  the  renew- 
ings  and  confolations  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  holy 
communion  they  had  with  God,  and  with  one  another, 
and  in  their  alTured  hopes  of  glory.  And  fo  many  tokens 
of  rhe  divine  favour  and  image  appeared  upon  them, 
that  they  were  in  high  e(leem  with  the  generality  of 
the  people :  Yea,  the  Lord  Jefus  lb  eminently  owned 
and  bleffcd  their  gofpel-miniftrations,  together  with 
their  exemplary  temper  and  behaviour,  that  by  thefe 
means  he  continually  made  (kill  many  more  converts,  and 
added  them  to  this  6rft  New  Tdrament-church,  even 
fuch  as  were  brought  into  a  faved  ftate,  (nr 

and  (hould  be  effectually  fecured,  and  carried  onto  e- 
tcrnal  fj  ration,  as  well  as  delivered  from  the  defltue- 
tion  that  was  coming  on  JeruJalem^  and  on  the  body  of 
the  obftinate,  unbelieving  Jems* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

Hoir  impnfliMe  was  it  that  the  divitie  Saviour,  who  had  foils fied  the  law  and 
juftice,  flioeld  be  detained  afa  prifnner  in  the  grave  !  And  how  glorious  are 

the  fruits  of  his  refurredUoa,  aiceafiuq,  and  exaltation  at  the  Father’s  fight 

hand. 

If  O  T  E  S. 

*  Allmtn  and  evtrj.mau  here  muft'  bc  re- 
(blind  10  fnch  mcmbcti  of  this  Cbnftian  fo- 
jaev,  a,  belief  a),  and  had.  ndd  of  reliff. 

1  _  _  .  ■  1  -  a  1  ■ 


41  And  {bid 

;hdr  pnflcfCoQS 
and  goods  ,  ud 
pined  them  to  all 
meo>ai  every  mao 

had  nttd* 

4tf  And  tluy 
contininn^  daily 
with  oncaccordin 
the  temple  f  ttd 
breaking  bread 

fftfltl  fcfFufe  tO 

houfr,dideaf  their 
^icttwith  gladneft 
and  flugkneft  or 
heart ; 


4T  Prating  God, 
aTtd  hiring  fcwur 
vith  all  the  pco- 

?1c  And  the 

,<>rd  u  Wed  fo  the 
charts  diily  fuch 

iiihuuldUij^td, 


Tl+cir  Opt alt  ibitigi  afltmih  ^acolkined 
iii  the  foregoing  jcrfc,  mufl  Uk  drift  be  rt> 
ft  rained  ip  the  particular  cffcOi  which  hid 
U-bnj^d  co  iomc  of  them  ;  and  this  giv b* 
uc  3  Livdy  vie w  of  the  Ctiriduii  fpirit}  that 

lijbe  to  go yern  every  trtte  Mi  ever,  though 


this  muiaar  *od  degree  of  k*  ttncifc  wa* 
pctulpr  p>  the  circiim  (tinea  of  thofc  duyr* 
and  was  not  defigacd  for  the  imitation  oJ  all 
after  ages. 

'  f  Or  ftetrt  boafi  fa  boufc  (xa?  «jmh}  HHl 
fignify  otibcbmftt  meaning  where  they  U A 
mrt  it  tn  upper  room,  chap.  1.  u>  Bat  fro 
th?  cow  00  vtr*  4a  *  of  this  chapter. 
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hud,  Id  the  mrracu!ous  efTufions  of  his^plrit  on  his  firft  difaptes,  and  in  his 
gracious  and  cfTetioat  operations  for  the  convcrfion  of  three  thou  fend  foals  on 
that  day !  All  this  was  done  to  demonftrate  that  Jcfb?»  whom  the  jews  had  cm* 
ofied,  is  the  true  Mcfliah;  to  fulfil  ancient  prophecies  in  him ;  and  to  confirm  and 
propagate  the  gofpeK  that  the  *  ntemt&iia  Do,  th^  great  things  of  God,  might 
be  fpofcen  and  under  ft  ood  an  every  language:  And  as  theft  vaft  importances  were 
to  be  dependent  upon,  and  in  confluence  of,  ChrifP*  being  put  to  death  by 
wicked  hands.  What  adoring  thoughts  fhould  we  haye  of  the  infinite  wifdom 
and  holtnefs  of  God,  in  permitting  and  over-ruling  the  wiefcednefe  of  men, 
according  to  his  eternal  purpoft,  and  leaving  the  Saner  utterly  inexcufable, 
who  fredy  commits  the  m oft  abominable  iniquity  of  his  own  accord,  and 
from  the  malignity  of  his  own  heart,  without  any  Knowledge  of,  or  deltgn 
to  fulfil,  a  divine  decree  !  And  how  concerned  Oiould  we  he  to  forfahe  the 
company  and  practices  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  that  we  may  not  be  invol¬ 
ved  in  their  fin  and  ruin!  But,  alas!  bow  perverfe  and  cihftinate  are  our 
hearts  in  oppofmg,  ridiculing,  and  reviling,  even  the  plained,  and  molt  glo* 
nous  manife  Rations  of  God's  power  ami  good  nets,  till  his  Spirit  begin  to 
work  upon  them !  Then  lbrnc  are  ftruck  with  awe  and  wonder,  and  laid  on* 
der  rvflraint;  and  others  arc  deeply  convinced  and  humbled,  like  perfoos 
pricked  at  tbeir  Hearts;  are  pat  upon  carueft  inquiries  after*  falvatiun ;  and 
are  brought  to  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jefns 
Cbrift,  and  to  si  profefftd  fubje&ion  to  Cbrift  and  his  gofpc),  by  being  baptised 
hi  his  name,  joining  in  church-fellow  Jhip,  and  obftrving  all  his  commands :  And, 
CJ  how  wonderful  is  the  grace  that  pardons  the  greateft  of  fins;  ami  the  change 
that  is  made  upon  the  worft,  even  upon  JcrufSltm~fmitT% !  What  blcffir^g  and 
praifingof  God,  zeal  for  his  glory,  and  communion  with  him  and  his  people; 
udiat  ftedfaft 'adherence  to  the  apoftlca  doArine ;  what  fo  I  cm  oily  in  religious  afta 
of  worfhip,  hcavcnly-mindcdnefs,  contempt  of  this  world,  and  benevolence  to 
men;  and  what  Cbrift  ian  compaffion,  and  afteAion  to  the  brethren,  does  this 
change  produce  !--Blcfftd  be  God,  that  our  children  are  brought  into  the  pak 
of  the  covenant  with  ourfelves  under  the  gnfpei-dlfpenfation ;  and  that  he  wilt 
ever  own  his  people,  will  give  them  favour  in  the  eyea  of  others,  that  behold 
their  good  converfat ion  m  Cbrift,  and  will  be  continually  adding  to  his  church 
fayed  ones*  O  may  the  blctfed  Spirit  come  upon  us  as  a  mighty  r ufhing 
wiwl,  and  a  penetrating,  purifying  fire,  to  fill  our  afftmblics  and  our  fouls  with 
light  and  power,  and  dbcactcus  influence!  And  may  we  be  Found  among 
them  that  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  (hall  be  fayed! 


CHAP,  I  It 

■ 

Petef  Mil  John  cure  a  cripple  that  lay  at  the  gate  f  the  tan  pit*  i, — 
’  Peter  declares  to  people,  that  this  was  done  not  bj  their  own 
powjsr  or  bolinefsi  hut  by  faith  in  tie  name  f  Cbrift ,  whom  they  had 
crucified,  fa,— 18.  And  exhorts  them  to  repentance,  and  to  believe 
in  hint  for  the  remijficn  of  jin,  ip, — 26. 


Text. 

MOW  Foerand 
John  went  up 
together  into  the 

temple 


Paraphrase. 

XT  O  "W,  to  inftance  in  one  (ingle  miracle  wrought  by 
the  apoftles  hands,  when  Taft  multitudes  were  ga¬ 
thered  together,  ( ver .  9,-11*  and  chap*  iv*  4.)  *  Peter , 

26  And 


N  O 

/  *  Whether  this  wjc  on  the  fame  day  of 
TtnUcofii  mentioned  in  the  foregning  ehsp- 
tcr.br  fame  following  day  of  that  falcmn 
ar  fame  time  aftcrttSnl,  is  unccniiu  : 


T  JE. 

Ihit  it  faems  to  have  been  at  one  of  the  Jcmfi 
ftlHvak;  beeaufc,  m;fl  rotnmonly  «  other 

times,  few  nfad  to  aitcud tbe  trnple-worlbip 

beliier  the  pricfti  and  the  fUtioaary  men. 
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+ 

tempk»tthfhcDt  the  great  apoftle  of  the  cireumcifion,  and  Jobn>  the  he- 

loved  difciple  of  our  Lord,  went  up  together  to  the  teou 
pie  to  worlhip*  and  to'  tahe  an  opportunity  of  preaching 
Cbrift  unco  the  people*  at  three  o’ clock  in  the  afternoon, 
which  was  one  of  ms.  Jews  dated  hours  of  prayer. 

*  Aad  »  ecxw  2  And  a  certain  poor  man,  who  was  forty  years  old, 
tain  nun ,  bn*  [chap.  it.  22.)  and  had  been  a  cripple  from  his  very 

birch,  and*  being  unable  to  walk*  was  wont  to  be  car¬ 
ed  ,  whom  they  tied  byothers,  and  laid,  day  after  day*  .as  a  miferable 
hid  daily  «t  the  object  of  charity,  at  the  eaft-gace  of  the  temple*  which* 

plewMchhcaUd  f°r  extraordinary  fplendpr,  and  fine  architecture*  bore 
Bowifiil,  w>  a  Ik  the  name  f  of  the  beautiful  gate:  Thither  he  was  brought,  * 
atm*  of  them  tb»  that*being  uncap  able  of  getting  hialivelihood  by  labour, he 
unipk |,nW  ^  relief  of  the  religious  and  well  difpofed,  as  they 

went  to  and  from  tbe  wortiiip  ofGod  at  tbat  facred-boufe. 

3  who,  feeing  3  This  indigent,  lame  man  feeing  the  apolUcs,  Peter - 

p«*r  ud  John  anj  Johri^  as  they  were  enteringinto  the  temple,  begged 
fuuau-l-<>“*"”  °f  them  to  give  him  fome  fmall  matter  for  his  fuftenance. 

ualmh  '  4  Upon  which*  both  of  thefe  com  paSionate  and  holy 

4  And  Peter  nien*  inftead  of  toming  their  eyes  another  way*  as  mer- 
tom  cXIefis  people  do  from  the  miferable,  looked,  w-iftly  at  hint, 

John,  bid’ Look  and  defigning  fomeejung  better  for  him  than  a; common 
011  ut-  alms*  laid*  attend  to  us*  and  obferve  what  we  base  to 

fay  and  do  to  you, 

s  And  he  gave  5  He*  encouraged  by  this  their  kind  way  of  acceding 
Jwtd  iftito  them,  looked  carneflly  at  them,  and  liftened  to  their 

words,  in  full  exportation  rhat  their  eyes  being  fixed  on 
of  them.  him*  and  his  on  them*  would  move ‘their  hearts*  and 

that  they  would  generoully  bellow  fomeibing  upon  him, 
to  relieve  his  ncceffities. 

6  Then  Peter  $  Then  Peter t  as  the  moft  forward  fpokefman*  Aid 

^hueimmel  t0  him»  roo»  00  doubt,  expeft  money  of  us ;  and,  were 

but  wc  able,  our  compaflion  is  fo  great  for  you,  that  we 
could  willingly  give  you  both  Giver  and  gold  ;  but  alas ! 
we  onrfclves  are  poor  men,  that  have  none  of  that  fort 
of  treafure  to  fpare  $  however*  fuch  benefit  as  my  great- 

Lord 


NOTES. 

vho  reprefemed  the  whole  congregation  of  factificef,  {K.mi.  xvix.  j8,  30.  wil  Wml, 

I 'ret  el;  and  as  the  apoftle*  did  noi-yc;  kinder-  xxviii,  j,  die  fecund  H  taken  notice  of  as 
(r and  the  ahoErion  of  the  ceremonial  p.*rt  of  the  lime  when  JV/er  wu$  at  prayer  on  the 
tcmp]c-fen*-e,  (bey,  as  opportunities  offered,  honfwop,  A Us  *-  9*  the  hit  U  referred  ■ 
attended  tbeie,  together  with  (be  moral  puts  to  Pf.  c*JL  »*  Dad.  iic.  *tT  and  Afts  v.  3* 
of  worlhip  there;  but  they  dpeeiilly  took.  f  Dr*  Lifihifitf  ulLus  from  Jcftyhust  that 
the  advantage  of  public  leatong  to  go  thither,  this  waa  the  call  gate  at  the  front  of  the  will 
that  they  might  preach  to  the  people*  And  that  eiicompifll'd  the  court,  which  went  by 
as  there  were  three  rtated  times,  or  ho&r*  of  the  name  of  the  inner  temple,  iti  oppofuioa 
daily  prayer  among  the  Jfw,  one  at  nine  a  to  the  fpax'  without  the  ur.df,  wliirfi  irla  all* 
clock  in  the  morning*  the  fecood  it  noon*  cd  the  outward  temple ;  and  as  this  vac 
arid  tbs  [all  at  three  in  the  afternoon,  ill  which  of  GmnthUn  brafs^  it  w: tt  called  the 
were  obftrved  by  lhtitiJ  and  Dn^f/,  (Pft/.  gate,  and  far  cxuedtdhi  glory  thole  of  j>!d 
iv+  17-  and  />£«,  vi*  to,  f  3,)  thefiriliiod  tail  or  filvrr,  See  TttmfU  ch-  Jtviii-  \\ 

win  at  the  time  of  the  morning  and  cvcutng  tcj  Y*?L  lii!t  of  his  wort;. 


jb  tfe  Acts  /if  Apostles  paraphrased.  Ch.  til. 


!?ir?^a,.I,bT  Lord  has  freely  enabled,  and  ordered  me  tb  communi* 
mmc  jdiu  C9te>  isnouch  more  valuable  than  the  moll  liberal 
Chrift  of  Mm*  alms  that  you  look  for,  I  freely  beflow  upon  you  ;  and 
MhHfe »p, Mid  that  you  may  know  by  whofe  warrant  I  do  it,  and  may 
*  believe  iri  him  for  this;  and  for  flill  much  better  blefluigsj 

I  fay  unto  you  iu  the  name  *,  or  by  the  foie  authority 
and  power  of  that  very  perfqn  who  has  been  commonly 
known  and  defpifed  under  the  character  of  Je/iis  ChHtt 
of  Nazairetbt  get  up  immediately,  and  walk  before  all 
this  company,  that  they  may  be  wunefles  of  bis  power 
in  healing  you. 

i  And  h<  t«ak  y  At  (peaking  tbefe  Words,  the  apoftle  Peter,  laying 

hold  on  the  crippled  right  hand,' railed  bim  up.}  and  the 
op,  wdhnratdl*  once  crucified  but  now  exalted. Saviour,  fo  wonderfully 

tttlr  hit  tat  and  owned  faith’s  teftins  on  him  jot  the  erne,  tins  tb»  seo» 
^ufrTritrh**  min  8  an^  wclcs,  which  had  been  enfeebled  and 

lamed  from  his  very  infancy,  were  inftantly  reftored  to 
their  full  flrength  and  founanefs; 

%  And  b«  lap-  8  So  that  he  nimbly  fprang  up,  and  bad  futh  a  perfeft 
laqjip, ftood,  md  ufc  of  his  legSj  that  he  Hood  firmly-upon  them, and  then 

•TtriAAc^M  •****,y  walked  about  before  all  the  company! 

the  laaplc.  walkr  and  went  into  the  inner  court  of  the  tcftiple  with  the  a- 


Jnf,  *&d  leaping, 
■odprattag  God. 


$  And  all  i be 

mb  to  him 

Jtog  Golf 

to  And  they 
ka^v  that  b  wu 
bo  which  fit  ftrf 

aldu 


poftles,  walking  and  leaping  there,  with  all  agility  and 
vigour,  like  a  hart,  as  was prophefred,  {Ifa*  xxsv.  6.)  iu 
an  ecftacy  of  admiration  and  joy,  and  publicly  bl effing 
Cod,  in-adorations,  tbankfgiviugs  and  pratfes,rarib  great 
and  unexpected  a  mercy,  which  nothing  fivnt  of  the  dU 
vine  power  and  goodnefs  conld  have  conferred  upon  biou 
9Xhis  was  not  done  in  a  corner;  but  the  whole  multitude 
faw  bim  walking  and  leaping  about, alt  inriptiire,and  beard 
him  aferibing  glory  to  God,  and  publiQunghis  praife. 

to  And  bang  fully  Satisfied  that  tbiawas  the  very 
man  whom  they  knew  to  have  been  born  a  cripple,  and 

had 


NOTE. 


♦  Htur di&reet  war  the  behaviour  of  the  commonly  wrought  char  tnbiclei  hi  CbrifTt 
spoftlci  from  that  $£  afr.bjcflcd  Lord  in.  nan re,  indVith  **  efpttft  reference  to  him 
working  miracles!  Though  on  proper  oca-  as  their  principal,  aed  u  the  fend  of  all  the 
£ods,  fir  aliening  end  vuraieatfog  hu otfee-  power  by  which  they  were  wrought;  end 
eharaGer  si  the  MetfUh,  ia  human  nature,  .  sbfoJately  dilcUimcd  etery  thing  in  fbem- 
be  fpokc  of  himfttf  as  coming  and  doing  feWe*  si  tootribonng  toward  tircnMny fnrtbet 
bU  works,  ia  hie  Father**  name ;  John  v*  than  asfheirtalih  was  the  appointed  aoi»  of 
4£*  end  x.  ay.  yet  cron  fit  thole  very  times,  hit  conveying  the  virtue  that  procheedthptt  % 
be,  to  ftcort  the  honour  of  hfc  ihpenor  cha-  (vcr.  i*,  jtf  end  iottefewort^  were  wrought 
rsAor  es  God,  fpokc  of  hitnfelf  as  the  Son,  by  hit  power  when  bt  vu  corporally  abknt 
who  ads  In  foil  coDcvzrnce  with  the  Fa-  from  our  world,  as  veil  as  whoa  he  was  pre* 
tber,  to  ell  that  the  Father  hiieftlf  doth  ;  lent  in  it ;  end  (hew  it  to  be  fiidh  et  can  U 
and  bat  life  la  biflifclf,  and  quickens  whom  fotrod  Id  none  but  the  eatntprefrnt,  orooifta* 
be  witty  end  lard  I  end  my  Father  are  -epr  and  omnipotent  God ;  And  that  tfw  tpp* 
onta  IWn.  v*  fp>—ia.  x.  30.  flies  believed,  him  to  befo,  is  apparent  Erued 
And  t&uftal  way  of  pcrfonnlng  bis  mire-  their  taking'  eo  n<yke  of  bU  Fatfwr,  but  «n^ 
do  them  tidy cs,  was  with  the  foverdgoty  ty  of  Chrift  btin&lf,  at  the  diviqe  Author  of 
and  Mtuxrty  of  a  God,  wiHxmt  taking  any  thefe  cum.  See  Mr*  ffsgirj's  eflay  towd 
manner. of- notice  of  his  Father  therein*  (See  Jbmc  further  evidence  of  oty  Savkur^  di+ 
dawn  ao  J tin  xi*  41*  Bat  the  apoilles  vbuiyt  pajt  tL  p.  so, 


Cb.  life 

ilramtbctaoit- 
pit t  of  the 
toifSe:  v4duf 
filial  wkh 
and  i* 
at 

that  which  bad 
happened  unto 
him* 


7ft  Act s  «f  fir  AvoiTLEs  farapbrafk i£ 


3» 


it  And,  iFtbft 

Lame  maq  wbkb 
»a*  holed  bdd 
Peter  and  John, 
ill  the  pwpk  no 
tqgetba  .  onto 
them  m  the  porch 
that  la  called  So* 
lomon'«>  grailjr 

vuuknoj. 


t*  And  when 
Peter  ftwitheaq- 
ftrered  unto  the 
people,  Tc  men  of 
Ifrad,  wbj  ««■- 
wl  jeattHu?  or 
why  bo t  ye  fi> 
omeltlf  on  u> 
as  Uwugb  Uy  our 
own  power  or  ho* 
Hncf*  wchidmade 
this  mao  to  w&Dt? 


i  jTTieOodof 
Abraham,  and  of 
I  la  ic,  and  of  Ja¬ 
cob;  the  God  of 
oar  father^  hath 
glorified  hit  $oa. 
Jefos;  whom  ye 
delivered  op,  and 
denied  him  in  the 
prcfeuce  of  Pilate, 
when  be  vu  de¬ 
termined  to  kt  Urn 

S°: 


had  for.  z  confiderabte  time  paft  Teen  daily  fitting  to  all; 
the  chanty  of  the  people)  as  they  went  in  and  out  at  the 
beautiful  gate  of  the  temple,  they  were  exceedingly 
(track  with  awful  aftonUhment,  and  joyful  ecftacy, 
ji  <  utiarwtwr)  at  fuch  a  remarkable  man  ife  Ration  of 
power  and  goodnefs,  and  at  fuch  a  Ridden,  roiraculons, 
and  happy  change,  that  was  wrought  upon  both  the 
body  and  mind  of  the  roan, .  who  had  been  lame,  and 
ufed  to  fpend  his  time  and  voice  in  begging* 

1 1  And  whilft  he,  in  tranfports  of  love  and  joy,  of 
praifeto  God,  and  gratitude  to  the  iaftruments  of  his 
great  deliverance,  was  clinging  about  the  two  apofllea 
Peter  and  Jobnt  as  unwilling  to  let  them  go,  and’  defi- 
rous  of  hearing  them  preach  Kill  more  ofChrift  to  him, 
vaft  numbers  of  people  crowded  together  about  them 
in  the  fpacious  porch,  which  Rood  in  the  court  of  the 
C entiles ,  on  the  fame  fpot  of  ground  where  Solomon  had 
ere£led  one  of  great  magnificence  in  the  firft  temple, 
being  full  of  amazement  at  what  the  a potUes  bad  done* 
and  at  the  behaviour  of  this  man,  who  Teemed  to  ido¬ 
lize  them. 

n  Then  Petert  ohfeiring  the  confternxtion  and 
crowding  of  the  people,  and  being  afraid  of  robbing 
Chrift  of  bis  glory,  or  taking  any  honour  to  frimfelf,(aid 
to  them ,  O  yc  Ifrae&test  to  mhmt  pertain  the  covenant  r, 
and  the  giving  of  the  4nv,  the fervire  tf  Cod%  and  the  pro- 
msfest  {Rom.  ix.  4.}  and  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
facred  oracles,  and  have  Teen  many  miracles  performed 
of  late  among  you,  fay  our  great  Lord  and  Mailer ;  why 
Ihoutd  you  he  fodftonifiied  at  this,  which  has  now  been 
wrought,  as  if  it  were  entirely  a  new  thing?  or  why 
fhould  you  be  fo  fhipid,  as  to  fix  your  eyes  with  fuch 
earnefinefs  upon  us  his  difeipfes,  or  once  to  imagine, 
that  by  any  human  art,  or  religious  excellencies,-  or  by 
any  fort  of  ability  or  wortbinefs  in  ourfelves,  we  had 
re  (lore  d  this  man,  all  on  a  Ridden,  to  the  perfeQ  ufe  of 
his  limbs  ?  (See  the  note  ou  ver.  <S.) 

13  No,  no,  it  was  not  from  any  virtue  in  us,  or  in 
our  words ;  but  the  true  (late  of  the  cafe  is  this ;  God, 
who  entred  into  covenant  with  Abraham^  Ifaac ,  and 
Jacoby  and  their  feed,  even  the  God  of  thole  eminent 
patriarchs,  who  were  our  Fathers ;  he,  according  to 
antient  predidions  and  piomifes,  has  not  only  brought 
his  own  Son  into  this  world,  even  Jefus,  to  be  our  Sa¬ 
viour  j  but  has  now  exalted  him  in  human  nature,  as 
the  great  Meffiah,  on  his  throne  of  glory  in  the  higheft 
heavens,  to-exerdfeall  power  there  and  on  earth,  which 
he  has  given  him  under  that  character;  This  great  and 

glorious 
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t4  Bui  Tt  deni¬ 
ed  the  Hob  One, 
tad  the  jnftt  and 

dcGred  a  mqrder- 


er  to  be  grafted 
onto  yon ; 


t$  And  kilted 
the  Prince  of  Hfie, 
vhom  God  hath' 
ruled  from  the 
dead;  whereof  wt 
art  wkodkii 


x&  And  his 

nunc. thro*  faith 
in  hU  name,  hath 

made  tbh  man 
Aiopgt  whom  ye 

fee 


glorious  Perfon  is  he,  whom  ye  lately,  like  fo  many  trak 
ors,  delivered  up,  as  by  a  common  fuffrage,  firft  to  the 
great  council,  and  afterwards,  by  them,  as  your  repre¬ 
sentatives,  to  the  Roman  governor  ;  and  when  be  waff 
arraigned  at  Pitatfs  bar,  ye*  with  one eonfen t  arid  voice, 
di  (owned  him  for  your  king,  and  cried  out,  Crucify  bimf 
crucify  him  \  and  that,  in  opposition  to  the  arguments 
and  intreaties  of  the  governor,  who,*  apprehenfive  of 
your  envy,  and  of  Chrift’v  innocence,  was  defirctft, 
and  had  refolved  in  himfelf,  if  poffible,  to  remove  your 
companion  toward  him  by  fcourgtng  him,  and  then  pre¬ 
vail  with  you  to  let  him  be  difeharged* 

14  Bur,  indead  of  being  melted  and  fefttihedby  thpfe 
methods,  ye  grew  more  and  moieenraged,  and  perill¬ 
ed  in  refufingand  rejefting  him,  and  in  denying  your- 
(elves  to  have  any  intereft  in,  regard,  or  value  for  him, 
whofe  nature  and  works,  caufe  and  conduct,  were  in 
reality,  and  evidently  appeared  to  be,  all  pure  and  fpot- 
lefe,  righteous  and  unblamable ;  and  fo  defperately  ma¬ 
lignant  were  ye  again  ft  him,  that  when  Barabbas  and 
he  were  proposed  to  your  choice,  for  the  releafe  of  one 
of  them,  yc preferred  that  infamous  robber,  (John  xriii. 
40.)  and  murderer  ;  and  infilled  on  that  favour’s  being 
(hewn  to  him,  rather  than  to  tbe  blefled  Jefus,  whom 
ye  (poke  of  with  the  utmoft  contempt. 

15  And  in  this  manner  ye  perfecuted  this  Captain  of 
falvatioo,  till  ye  procured  bis  death,  who  has  life  in 
himfclf,  and  cannot  die  for  ever ;  and  who  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  murderer,  that  he  is  the  author,  revealer,  pur- 
chafer,  and  giver  of  fpi ritual  life  to  finners  that  believe 
in  him,  and  is  their  great  leader  (*  hx***  )  in*  the  way, 
and  to  the  pofleffion  of  eternal  life,  to  which  he  will 
raife  them  at  the  lait  day;  But  God,  his  Father,  whom 
he  had  glorified  in  his  life  and  death,  put  a  glory  upon 
him,  by  railing  him  again,  and  receiving  him  up  to 
heaven,  and  thereby  confirming  vhat  he  had  laid  con¬ 
cerning  him  tell,  and  taking  away  the  reproach  of  his 
fnlFeriugs;  of  all  which  we  were  eye>  vitoefo :  And 
we  are  now  authorized  to  declare  it,  having  ourfclves 
feen  and  converfed  with  him  fever  al  times  after  his  re- 
furre&ion,  and  been  prefent  whetl  he  attended  op  to 
glory. 

.  .  16  Now  it  is  by  his  authority  add  command,  power 
and  merit,  through  faith  in  him,  as  thus  exalted  alter 
his  crucifixion,  that  this  man  is  all  at  once  healed,  whom, 
though  a  ftranger  to  us,  *«< J  ye  now  fee  to 

be  fo  Aroog  as  to  leap  and  walk  about,  and  whom  ye 
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fire  mm!  fco im  :  bare  for mstly  known  to  have  been  lame  from  his  birth; 

SSdi  fete Sta  1  feT»  the/aith> (**  "*•)  5®lti.ch  »  wrought  in  us  by  him, 
kith  gtvoi  him  and  for  his  fake*  has  not  of  itfelf,  but  by  his  power,  on 
thi« perfect  found-  whom  wc  believe,  miracyloufly  and  peiretlly  recovered 

frme  «r  tl>M  »n”  ^**8  P°<>f  creature  from  all  ureaknds and  pain  ;  and  that 

not  in  a  clandeftine  method,  or  by  way  of  charm,  but 
in  an  open  and  religious  manner,  in  the  pretence  ot  you 
all,  that  Cbrift  might  be  glorified  among  you,  and  that 
ye  might  examine  the  miracle,  and  be  convinced  of  It, 
and  might  be  brought  to  believe  in  him  for  cletive ranee 
frontal!  ipiritual,  as  well  as  temporal  maladies,  the  fruit 

of  fin. 


And  now* 
brethren  ,  I  wot 
that  throngh 
Donnct  ye  did  ti, 
**  did  alfii  jour  ru- 
Icra* 


t  ft  But  thofe 
tiling  which  God 

be  tore  Had 
cJ  by  the  nu;iiLh 

that  L'hnll  fhoaid 
fuller,  be  hath  ib 
idihlleti. 


t9  Repent  ye 
there¬ 


in  And  though  ye  have  been  exceeding  criminal  in 
murdering  this  great  and  glorious  Perform  and  there  is 
do  cloak  Tor  your  fin,  {fabn  xv.  22.)  ;  yer*  that  ye  may 
not  defpair  of  finding  mercy*  let  me  tell  you*  brethren* 
that  the  endearing  Saviour  bimfelt  pleaded  for  you  in 
the  greatnefs  of  his  companion*  even  whilft  he  hung  up* 
on  the  ciofs*  faying*  Father  ^forgive thcm\  for  they  know 
not  what  they  dot  {Luke  xxiii.  34.)  And  I  am  well 
(acisfied*  that,  .through  the  ttrength  of  fanful  pufiions  and 
prejudices  again (l  hinyon  account  of  the  mean nc fa  of 
ids  parentage  and  appearance*  and  the  great  nets  of  his 
fuffcrings,  which  were  dire£Uy  contrary  tt)  youj  carnal 
expectations  of  a  triumphant  and  reigning  Median*  the 
generality  of  you  were  To  blinded*  that  neither  ye  of  the 
common  people*  nor  your  chief  priefts  and  elders  of  the 
great  council*  did  really  know  him  to  be  the  true  Mef- 
ft  ah  t  orherwife  ye  would  not  have  dared  10  crucify  tlie 
Lord  of  glory.  (1  Cor*  ii.  8,) 

18  Botj  Aill  further  to  encourage  your  hopes  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  forgiveoefs  of  this  great  lin,  let  me  add 
that  tho’  ye  were  ignorant  of,  and  had  no  thought  a- 
bout  fulfilling  God's  defigii  ia  what  we  did,  which  leaves 

you  without  excufe  j  yet  he  has  vrildy  and  gracioufly 
over-ruled  it,  for  accomplishing  the  great  work  of  re¬ 
demption  by  the  Mdlkh’s  fuflerings  unto  death,  which 
he  had  not  only  determined  in  his  own  mind,  bur  had 
like  wife  plainly  foretold  hy  many  of  themfpired  prophets* 
as  our  Saviour  himfeif  in  perfon  allured  lb  me  of  us,  who 
are  his  witnefle*.  {Luke  xxiv.  25,  2 6,  44, — 48  ) 

1  <j  Since  therefore  there  is  room  for  mercy,  and  pro- 
vifiOD  is  made  for  the  remilfion  of  fins*  by  that  very 
crucifixion  of  Jef:i$  which  ye  were  fo  ignorantly,  rbo' 
wickedly*  concerned  in  \  fee  to  it*  that  now  at  length, 

under 


K  o 

*  T{  did  it  thrwgh  ijprfrjjw,  rruy  reUte 
to  Cnrift*  Slid  ofGf'd** 

tKe  sr  rpisre  in  t:r: 

H 1  1  f  1 


T  E. 

ancUh<rcf  w  !  b»vc rsien  f<nfc*  imo 
ibc  i;#Opbrii!c. 


r. 
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therefore,  and  he  under  the  preterit  difpenfation  of  the  Spirit,  by  his  at 

puffins  my  'he  and  under  a  fenfe  of  the  rich  mercy  and  grace 

blotted  om>  when  of  God  in  Chrift,  ye  be  convinced  of,  and  deeply  hum- 
the  time*  of  ro-  bled  for,  your  horrible  iniquity,  particularly  in  murder* 

SiX  inK  him  5  “d  lhat  yc  t™  frani  prejudices  and  oppofi* 

qX  tiit  Lord;  tion  againft  him ;  to  faith  in  him,  and  from  at)  your 

tranfgreflionsi  to  God  thro*  him,  that  your  multiplied 
and  aggravated  tins,  which  feparate  between  you  and 
your  God,  (  I/a,  lix.  2.)  may  be  blotted  out9  or  chafed 
away  as  a  thick  cloudy  by  the  beams  of  the  Sun  of  rigbte- 
oufnefe,  (Ija,  xliv.  22.)  and  Jo  may  be  removed  as  far 
from  you,  as  the  eafi  it  from  the  weft)  which  can  ne¬ 
ver  meet  together,  (PfiL  ciih  12*);  and  that,  as  they 
are  recorded  and  written  as  with  a  pen  of  iron  in  God's 
book,  (Jer*  xvia.  1.)  they  may  be  as  effc&ually  remit¬ 
ted,  as  a  debt  is  when  tbc  book  is  eroded*  or  the  bvud 

is  cancelled  >  and  fo  when  they  /ball  be  fought  forf  to 
be  brought  in  judgment  a  gain  ft  you,  they  may  not  be 
found)  ( Jer •  h  20.)  but  *  may  be  publicly  maoifeft- 
cd  and  declared  to  be  forgiven  in  open  court,  before 
angels  and  men ;  and  all  the  blclTed  fruits  and  effe&s 
of  that  forgivenefs  may  be  compteatly  enjoyed,  at  the 
final  judgment, when  Chnft /ball  came  to  be  glorified  in  his 
faints ,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that  believe^  {2 
The/  L  10.)  and  when  they  (halt  have  days  and  years 
of  perfeft  reft  and  confutation  without  end,  from  his 
perfon  and  immediate  prefence,  which  (hall 

be  like  a  tooling  bree2c  and  rcfreftiing  (hade  to  them, 
that  have  borne  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day  ;  and 


io  And  he  Hi  all 
Amt  Jd*u$  Chfitl, 
which  before  ws« 
preached  uiue 
you : 


like  the  molt  delightful  and  reviving  cordial  to  them, 
that  have  heen  forely  exercifed  with  Jins  and  forrows, 
doubts  and  fears,  pains  and  labours,  temptations  and 
1  roubles  of  every  kind. 

20  And  for  this  purpofe,  God  the  Father  will  feud 
his  Son  Jefua  Chrili  the  fecond  time  for  your  felvarion, 
who  by  faith,  defirc,  and  hope,  look  and  long  for  him, 
(Ifeb*  ix.  28*)  even  that  very  Jtfus,  who  was  forc-ap* 

pointed 


NOTE, 


*  Tbt  /Wj  cf  rt/rt/Linfr  arc  thought  l*y  though  God  fpeaks  of  hU  having  already 
tone  10  rrhtc  to  the  time*  of  the  gofpd;  Uottcd  out  ibe  Giu  of  hit  people, 
end  hy  others  to  the  time  of  Jervfakm* s  de-  **•)  and  every  true  believer  is  already 
ftniltuin;  l^th  of  which  mw  indeed  vea  alt  juJHjied  front  ail  ibiaii  ■ 

fo  rtiil  ChriAun^  Rut  as  the  fa  that  litre  u  ntnv  *6  cvnJtTiitijtiou  fa  wm, 
time  hertr  referred  to,  it  explained  in  the  twn  nor  foalibe  <$mc  htio  c  or.  dtnw  filing  (CsX/li  13, 
t* eat  verier,  of  the  time  when  Chrift  frail  aiii*  39  itaw.  viii*  1, 
be  lent  from  heaven^  where  he  is  to  continue  .  yet  as  at  tht  datf  of  judgment  4<1  tbit  wit)  be 
lilt  the  reftUution  of  all  things;  I  think  it  pubUdy  oWncdt  and  pionenneed  in  a  judicial 
limit  principally,  at  icil),  he  referred  to  the  form  *  by  the  liOrd  Jcfui,  sod  all  Its  bjefled 
time  of  Cbufl's  coming  to  judgment ;  and  edefts  will  be  perfectly  known  and  cnjo*«d 
ns  the  Fataphrafe  on  this  verfe  is  already  full  tltett^md  not  before,  the  fins  of  hetieven  may 
lotigf  E  tuyc  given  it  only  in  that  light.  And  be  properly  enough  Aid  to  btUtttcd  entt  Uigzl 


Ch.  Lir. 
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s  * 

(tunii h  of  iill  hi» 

holy  ptophdi 

fin®  the  valid 
begin. 


M 

■  pointed  to  it»  *  and  has  been  preached*  in  the  writings 

of  the  amient  prophets,  and  by  his  owri  pcrfonal  tnihi- 
ftry,  and  the  miritftry  of  his  difciples  before  his  death, 
and  by  u>i  his'  apoftlcs,  Cnee  he  rofe  again  and  af» 
cended  to  heaven. 

*t  mom  the  2i  There  he  is  already  received  in  bis  human  na- 

crivc^  until  the  tufefj  and  there  he  tnaft  abide  in  poflcflion  of  heaven* 
tlnin  of  reftituri-  and  enthroned  in  all  bis  glory  and  dominion,  till  the 

confumnlation  of  all  things  that  belong  to  the  gofpel- 
OxiVen  by  the  kingdom,  which  (hall  iflile  in  a  glorious  reftoration  of 
month  of  si]  hit  its  fubjeGs,  under  his  influence  and  government,  as 

fir«  thT'worU  Head  and  King  of  the  chorch,to  a  (late  of  perfe&  boli- 
bmji.  nefs  and  happinefs,  and  in  foch  remarkable  alterations  of 

the  frame  of  nature,  as  may  be  called  new  heavens  and 
a  new  earthy  wherein  dvteUetb  right  nufnefs,  (x  Pet.  in. 
10,-13.)  ;  which  things,'  relating  to  his  kingdom,  will 
be  an  accomplifhment  of  what  God  foretold  hy  all  the 
Infpired  prophets  that  fpake  concerning  him,  from 
times  as  ancient  as  Enoch  the  fir  ft  prophet,  and  fo  on* 
wards  lince  the  foundation  of  the  world,  (JWe,  ver. 

M*  *5*) 

at  For  Mole*  32  For,  to  inltaace  In  the  moil  famous  of  them  all, 
^Tt  Mtfeti  that  celebrated  law- giver  of  Jfrael,  and  typical 
phet r‘fbaU  the  mediator  between  God  and  his  people,  plainly  prophe- 
Lorf  foot  Ood  Ced  of  Chrlft,  when  he  {aid  to  our  anceflots,  (Deut. 
laifr op MJtoyoo,  15,  18,.  10.)  Jehovsth,  your  covenant-Goi),  will, 

likcuntome; him  his  time,  fet  the  gresten  of  all  prophets  in  the 
Hull  rehear io  <11  church,  who,  according  to  the  flefh,  (hall  be  a  de» 

SffiFS  ^cen<*efnt  ^ora  yourfclves,  and  be  fent  in  the  firft  place 
you.  *  unto  you  of  the  Ifraelitifb  nation,  and  whom  he  will' 

raife  up,  («****)  as  he  has  me,  and  like  unto  me  in 
every  diftinguifbed  charafter  of  my  oflice,  though  in¬ 
finitely  my  fuperior  in  all  things,  as  particularly  in  his 

intimate  acquaintance  with  God  and  his  counfds,  fa¬ 
milial  convertcs  with  him,  anti  peculiar  interest  in  his 

love  and  favour  $  in  his  immediate  million  from  God ; 
in  the  dearnefs  and  divine  authority  of  that  new  dif* 
penlatiofl  which  he  will  introduce  and  eftablifh ,  in 
the  redeeming  of  his  people  from  worfethati  Egyptian 
bondage  ;  in  the  deftrudion  of  his  and  their  implaca- 
ble  enemies  ]  in  his  leading  and  conducing  them,  a? 

their 

NOTES. 


11  F<v  Mole* 


nuc  op  antoyoo, 
of  your  btethren, 


m. 


*  1  have  hoc  uken,  in  the  feofe  of  rpe- 
unpyami  fcjerc  preached,  as  we  haw  it 


dered  either  1 ulortt  the  heave*  mujl  re  tin  vf,  at 
1 vho  mt&  receive  heavta  ;  and  to  include  fe¬ 


ta  our  npitii  and  of  fee  mil  fenfe*  of  the  word  (aT<ix*Tar*e‘i,J 

appAtlti,  at  it  b  In  Strata/*.  Vui.  Mill,  in  which  may  fenify  the  ar.f\nfi*::b:t,  or  b- 
Xoe.  eifiisg ,  and  the  atcompUfiiBtiit,  at  until  at  the 

f  The  Puaphnfe  on  this  vtrfe  is  formed  njierelivt  or  rtJHtamn,  of  aii  tltinp  See 
teinehide  two  (ooflniffiuM  of  the  pbrafe  Liyttf.,  xai  IFbithy. 
tu  vfmw  which  nty  be  nil* 


3* 


parai 


AnH*  un 


a  3  Anfl  It  (hall 
come  to  pafs,  that 
fwy  (bul  which 
vill  not  hear  that 
prophet  ftiall  be 
deftroyed  from  fe- 
tDOQ£  the  people. 


>  14  Yes,  and  all 
the  prophets  from 
Samuel,  am)  1  hole 
dial  fallow  after, 
as  many  as  hare 
fpokeu,  hare  like- 
vile  foretold  of 
theft  divs* 


M  Ye  are  the 
children  of  the 
prophets  »  and 

C£ 


their  Prince  and  Haler,  through  the  wildemefs  of  this 
world  i  in  bis  dfc&nally  mediating  between  God  and 
them }  in  his  building  a  fpirttual  end  bring  tabernacle 
for  God  to  dwell  in}  in  bis  faithful  nets,  not  merely  as 
a  fenrant,  but  as  a  fon  and  lord  in  bis  own  boufe }  and 
in  his  confirming  all  this  by  fucb  fiirprizing  miracles 
of  power  and  goodnefs,  as  none  could  work,  unlds 
God  were  with  him,  to  own  and  honour  bim  *.  This 
is  by  way  of  eminence,  the  great  Prophet,  in  whom 
all  your  obedience  is  to  center  ;_whoro .  ye  arc  to  at¬ 
tend  and  fubmit  to,  with  all  reverence,  faith,  and 
lone  $  and  whofe  inftru&ions  and  commands  ye  ought 
heartily  and  chearfully  to  embrace,  without  exception 
or  referee,  in  .  every  thing  that  he  (hall  deliver  to  you 
with  his  own  month,  or  by  bis  fervants,  whether  it  be 
agreeable  to  your  own  natural  notions  and  inclination, 
and  fecular  interefts,  or  not  [  and  ibme  of  you  fhall  be 
brought  into  a  willing  fubje&iun  to  him. 

.  a  3  And  the  obligation  to  this  is  fo  indifpenfible,  fb- 
lemn,  and  awful,  that,  every  one  who  flights  and  ue- 
gle£ls  this  mod  eminent  prophet,  and  will  not  receive 
him  and  bis  doflrine,  nor  yield  .obedience  to  the  voice 
of  bis  word,  (hall  be  called  to  a  fevere  account  far  it  l 

W  ■  L  " 

and  fhall  be  excluded  from  all -the  bleffings  of  bit 

church  on  earth,  and  from  the 'eternal  falvation  which 

■  _ 

every  true  believer  ihall  enjoy-  in  heaven.  ■  fc 

24  Yea,  not  only  Mofes,  but  feveral  other  prophets 
that  fucceeded  JmnwA’who  was  tbe  fir  ft  of  them  that 

1  *  ■ 

a  role  with  eminent  dignity,  and~ihat  wrote  after  Mo^ 
feti  and.  in  whole  days  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  revived, 
(1  Sam.  iii.  1.)  f  and  the  fchooftof  the  prophets  were 
erefted,  (i  Sam.  xix.  20.  2  Kings  it  2.  and  vi.  I.) 
os  many  as  after  his  time  wrote  concerning  the  Meffi- 
ab,  have  liltewifc  foretold  tbe  things  :that  are  now 
come  to  pats,  and  arc  ftill  hereafter  to  be  fulfilled  in 
his  kingdom. 

2  5  It  therefore  nearly  concerns  you,  and  ye  have  the 
bigheft  encouragement  to  receive  the  Lord  Jefus,  in 
hope  of  finding  mercy  through  him,  notwubfhnduig 
your  heinous  provocations :  For  ye  are  tbe  dtfdplcs  of 
thele  prophets,  that  were  .your  ..fpi  ritual  fathers  and 
your  own  anceftors,  and  fpoke  of  bim,  and  were  fent 
of  God  to  deliver  promtfes  and  prophecies  for  your  be* 

*  ,  nefir, 

T  E  S. 

f  Sec  for  in  icccftintjof  the  AKooUof  the 
prophet*,  Vm ivtrfij  from  the  arteft 

mount  of  tine  to  ihe  pidcnij  VoL  1»  Put 

kL  p.  731. 


N  O 

*  Yld.  Hate,  Driumft*  Evangel.  prop,  7. 
p*  *79*  ind  BUfop  UtmooHmicm 

of  the  Mrifith,  Pkit  I  p  30,  31,  for  1  vb- 
diaiion  Of  thii  propbety*  it  relating  to  the 
McSub  j  and  for  1  rdcoiblatioe  bet  trecD  Up- 
fu  and  CbrifL 


Cb.  nu 
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cf  ike  rovciwit 
ffEdch  God  made 
with  oar  taken, 
laying  notoAbra- 
-ham*  And  in  thy 
feed  (hall  ill  the 
kindred*'  of  th^ 
tirth  be  blcfled, 


if  Uon>  you 
firft,  God  luring 
nilid  up  hu  Sot 
Jefos,  frnt  him  to 
HefsyoUjiDlurn* 
ing  away  every 
one  of  you  frotn 
hit  iniquities. 


nefit,  among  whom  their  writings  are  read  in  the  fy- 
nagogues  every  fcbbath-day,  (dap*  xiin  xxvii.);  and 
ye*  as  the  children  of  promife,  are  heirs  of  the  graci¬ 
ous  covenant  which  God  made  with  our  fathers  and' 
their  feed,  in  their  fevera!  generations,  when  he  faid  to 
Abraham y  (Gen*  xxii.  18*  and  xxvi.  4,}  In  one' great 
perron,  who  (hall  defeend  from  thy  tbim,  according 
to  the  fleQfy  (hall  many,  both  of  thy  natural  offspring, 
and  of  all  other  nations  of  the  world,  be  bleffed  with 
all  fpiritual  and  heavenly  bldfings*  by  their  becoming 
thy  fpiritual  Iced,  through  faith  in  him*  [Gal.  iii*  7, 

8,  .26,^29.) 

26  Accordingly,  that  God  may  fulfil  his  covenant, 
he  having  owned  his  Son  Jefus  to  be  the  Mefliah,  by 
railing  him  from  the  dead,  who  was  alfo  A  If r ah  am* $ 
feed  according  to  the  flefh,  has  fent  him  in  the  mini* 
Ary  of  his  iofpired  apoAIes,  who  come  by  his  com m if- 
Con,  and  in  his  name,  that  he  might  make  the  fir  ft 
overtures  of  mercy  and  Ctlvation  to  you  Jrws;  and 
might  render  the  gofpel  of  his  grace  effectual  in  deli¬ 
vering  every  one  of  you,  that  ftiall  believe  in  him, 
from  the  guilt  and  power  of  your  fins,  how  great  or 
many  foever  they  be;  and  lo  might  blefs  you  with  all 
the  bleffLngs  of  eternal  life* 

CHAP* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

Though*  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  we  are  nut  tied  to  any  particular  hour,  or 
place  for  prayer,  yet  who  can  think  himfelf  difeharged  from  obligations  t<» 
ohferve  fitted  fenfous  fur  it,  in  the  morning  and  evening  of  every  day  1  And 
when  God  draws  near  to  us*  in  intimations  of  his  mercy,  we  may  expect 
better  bidfings  than  Giver  or  gold,  which  many,  that  arc  rich  in  faith  may 
tie  deftitute  of  O  how  glorious  is  our  exalted  Saviour;  and  how  fecurely 
may  we  depend  on  him,  and  on  the  divine  authority  of  the  apples  doctrine 
concerning  him ;  which  was  preached  and  was  confirmed  by  miracles,  after 
he  was  gone  to  heaven!  In  him  ancient  prophecies  are  fulfilled;  through 

faith  in  his  name,  and  by  the  mimfiratioas  of  his  fervants,  wonderful  works 
have  been  wrought;  and  he  can  as  ratify  give  rtrtti^ih  to  them  that  were 
fpiritually,  as  to  them  that  were  corporally  impotent  from  thrir  birth,  and 
enable  them  to  walk  with  vigour  and  joy  in  his  ways:  To  him  belongs  the 
jriory  of  all  that  is  done  by  hts  fervants;  and  they,  that  rtixive  the  benefit, 
lEiould  Ihew  forth  the  oraifes  of  the  Lord:  O  how  wonderful  is  the  witdom 
ami  good  nr  ft  of  God,  in  over-Vnling  the  Ignorance  and  the  wickctfcefis  of 
men,  for  bringing  about  the  defigns  of  his  own  glory,  and  the  talvatioo  of 
his  people  !  How  extenfive  are  the  pardons,  brought  in  by  the  great  Redeem¬ 
er,  to  the  vileft  of  finnm*  even  to  thofe  that  betrayed  and  denied  him,  and 
preferred  a  murderer  before  him!  And  what  an  encouragement  is  this  to 
the 

*if  everv 
f>ont 

thougfi  he  was  put  to  death,  rofe  again,  mut  is  embroiled  iu  heaven,  to.oc* 
errifc  all  dominion  and  power,  till  the  whole  tcheioe  01  his  mediatorial  Uicjs* 
t\om  dull  be  fi  milled  at  the  Uft  day!  As  ever  we 'hope  to  (bare  in  His  bleft 
tuig-'i,  let  us  look  to  him*  to  turn  us  from  all  our  iuiquities,  according  to 
the  gracious  defign  of  Cod,  m  lending  him  mto  the  world,  to  hive  UU 
p:c  from  tLcir  liiia*  and  from  the  wrath  to  come* 


erred  a  murderer  before  him  l  And  wnat  an  encouragement  is  un^  m 
greateft  offenders*  tfptcialfy  to  the  children  of  the  covenant,  to  repent 
very  flit,  and  turn  to  God  in  hopes  of  forgiven;; ft,  through  faith  in  the 
i  Jefus,  who  ft  the  holy  and  juft  Ouc,  and  the  Prince  of  life;  and  who* 


3* 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Peter  and  John  are  mprifdned  by  the  Jewifij  ruler s,  and  five  thoufaad 

are  converted,  i, — 4.  The  apofllcs  are  brought  before  the  Sanhedrim, 
5»— 7.  Percr  makes  hit  defence ,  and  preaches  Chrifl  to  them ,  8, — 12. 
They  difmifi  him  and  John ,  commanding  them  to  preach  no  more  in 
Chrifl* t  name,  1 3, — 22*  The  applet  and  their  company  betake  them - 
fives  to  prayer ,  131—30.  Jnd  God  honouring  them  with  a  frefb 
effyfton  of  his  Spirit,  they  were  knit  together  in  love,  and  Chrifl  was 

glorified,  31  >— 37* 


T  RxT.  Paraphrase. 

HP  HE  apofllcs  having  wrought  the  fore  men  cloned 
people, the pridit  ■*"  miracle  on  the  lame  man,  and  preached  the 
and  Il.c  gofpel  to  a  vaftly  numerous  auditory  with  great  fuc- 

tL  ScsXZi'c't  «fs  ;  while  they  were  going  on  with  their  difiWeto 
Mme  cpgn  them,  the  people,  for  thar  further  mnruction  and  ettablilh- 

ment,  the  priefls,  who  were  moftiy  Pbarifees ,  and  hit* 
ter  enemies  to  Chrifl  and  his  apo files ;  and  the  *  chief 
captain,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  temple,  and  was 
under  their  influence;  and  the  S adduce ei,  who  denied 
the  refurreilion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  v.  17.  aod 
Mat.  ail.  7.)  were  enraged  at  them,  and  came  with'  vi« 
olence  to  feize  them. 


*  BdnsKricwd  2  for  the  priefls  were  vexed  at  their  affirming  an 
the* authority  of  preaching  fo  publicly  and  boldly,  and  at 
proehed  through  their  doing  it  fo  acceptably  to  the  people ;  and  parti- 
jefnstJie rrfurreo  cularly  at  their  declaring,  that  the  great  article  of  their, 

&om  lfce  own  faith  about  the  refurreflion,  was  verified  in  Jefus, 

(»  ™ i*c«)  whom  they  had  crucified ;  and  that  by  bis 
power  and  efficacy  all  mankind  Ihould  be  raifed  from 
the  dead  at  the  laft  day,  feme  to  cverlafting  life,  and 
others  to  fhame  and  cveilafling  contempt :  And  the 
Sadducees  were  difturbed  at  their  propagating  the  doo> 
trine  of  the  rc  fur  region  itfelf,  with  fuch  ftrong  evi* 
dence,  direcily  contrary  to  all  the  notions  of  their  fe& 


3  Andthcylaifi 
ImekU  ou  them  , 

and 


about  it. 

3  Accordingly*  in  (lead  of  rejoicing  and  glorifying 
God  on  account  of  the  i  Hurt  nous  miracle  of  power 

and 


NOTE. 

*  It  has  [seen  [T'ndconnionVtHoa^Kt,  that  the  captain  of  temple,  and  the  Jfav 
this  tGj'lfti**  sf  tht  tfrvpic  wa*  (he  command--  most  Commander  U  ufulty 
tt  of  th«  Rw;tt  tollers  that  kept  guard  in  the  thief  captain  over  a  rhoiifand  foKlim;  I 
the  tow  tr  of  sirrfatiJOj  to  prcflrve  the  peace,  rather  incline  to  think,  that  Ltbis  might  he 
efpcaally  in  i;rr.«  of  genera JeMicourfe :  and  the  chief  captain  of  the  Jcvtnl  watefcet 
that  hU  fear  of  a  riot  wa*  the  caufe  of  his  which  the  prUfU  kept  in  the  temple,  whom 
untafnim  on  this  creation.  But  aj  nothing  rjiry  could  eafily  influence  to  ferve  their  turn, 
of  thif  appears  front  the  reatons  mentioned,  (&<£  the  note  on  Lirk*  i*ii.  5*.  and  Dr. 
trr.  i,  3  h<r  ^prc'ntmlinir  die  and  UgBifwfi  roL  1L  ]>  4J1.) 

as  this  of5<er  h  here  caiki]  (*  r/*?  t* 


Cb.  !r* 

and  pot  them  id 
holduntotbe  next 

<Jjy  :  for  it  was 
kmw  even*tute* 
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4  Ho*  belt,  ma- 
Afoftlicn  whioh 

bard  the  want 

believed:  and  the 
number  of  the 
men  about  fire 
thouiauL 

$  And  it  came 
to  pifeon  the mor¬ 
row,  that  their  to- 
Im,  and  elders, 
and  ferihes, 

6  AjkI  Annas 
the  htfjh  prieft  , 
and  Cmiphas^n*! 
Jofm^nct  Abxan  * 
dcr,  and  as  imoy 
were  of  the  kin¬ 
dred  of  the  high- 
prieft  *  were  ga* 
there J  together  at 
Jet  d&km* 


7  And ,  when 

they  bad  it*  them 
in  the  nudft,  they 
isktd  ,  Uy  what 
power,  or  by  what 

name  ha  vc  ye  done 
this  ? 


■ 

and  goodnefe,  that  had  been  wrought  hy  the  apofUes 
hands,  they  caufcd  them  to  be  apprehended  and  clap¬ 
ped  into  prifon,  and  fo  to  be  difg  raced,  and  fecured 
till  the  mot  row ;  it  being  too  late  to  examine  them, 
and  proceed  farther  againft  them  juft  then j  for  it  was 
already  evening. 

4  But,  notwithftanding  all  this  contempt  and  out¬ 
rage,  the  Spirit  of  God  wrought  fo  effectually  on  great 
multitudes  of  the  hearers,  to  the  number  of  about  five 
thoufabd  •  men,  that  they  believed  the  apoftks  doc¬ 
trine,  and  received  Chiift  by  faith  for  the  remHRon  of 
theit  fins* 

5,  6  When  the  next  day  came  on,  the  great  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  nation  was,  without  tofs  of  time,  called  to* 
gether  at  Jerufaiemy  to  take  this  matter  into  conii dera¬ 
tion  ;  there  were  the  Jev>iJb  rulers,  confiding  of  the 
chief  priefb,  who  were  the  beads  of  the  twenty-four 
courfes;  and  the  elders  of  the  people, who  were  the  heads 
of  the  other  tribes y  and  the  doftors  of  the  law,  who 
were  moftly  of  the  tribe  of  Levi ;  and  at  their  head 
were  Annas y  the  prefident  of  the  fanhedrim,  who  had 
Itkewife  bore  the  high  prieft’s  office  f,  and  Caiaphaiy 
his  fon-in-law,  the  prefent  high  prieft,  both  of  which 
were  concerned  in  putting  Chrift  to  death,  {Luke  iii. 
2.)i  and  together  with  thefe  were  many  other  noted 
perfons,  one  named  t  John,  and  the  other  Alexander* 
and  fcveral  men  of  figure,  that  were  a- kin  to  the  high* 
prieft.  m 

7  And  when  the  council,  who  ufed  to  fit  in  a  femi- 
circuiar  form,  had  ordered  the  apoftles  to  be  placed  in 
the  middle  before  them,  they,  with  a  threatning  and 
magifterial  air,  dcGgnitig  to  intimidate,  infnare,  and 
confound  the  apofUes,  demanded  of  them,  faying. 
Since  vte  only  have  a  right  of  authorizing  public  preach- 

fry,  and  ye  have  had  no  authority  from  uc }  By  whofe 

power  and  commUfion  do  ye  pretend  to  preach,  and  to 

have 


NO  T 

*  The  im  only  that  believed  arc  tanl  to 
be  about  yoco  ;  and  betide* thtfe,  many  uw- 
men  vere  alfn  pmliably  ornvtited  at  this 
time  i  And  I  take  thb  pea  not  to  he  inclu- 
live  of  the  jooo  mentioned  chap.  il  41,  tel. 
to  he  entirely  nc#  convert*;  for  All  alnng  in 
ihc  thiul  chapter,  and  in  this  vtrfe,  the  jiet* 

I tim  Caw  ihc  rttiriclef  on  the  cripple,  ami 
HcjH  the  a  [soft  let  dtfrourti:  on  that  ooeallon, 
j re  the  only  perfons  mentioned;  and  their 
hiih'cvin^  i*  fmrkt-A  of  as  hrtwght  4 bom  by 
(UnleqjC4tl5.  So  mi<siji.i1v  *new  the  word 
wr  CJml,  Ati'I  prevailed,  whtj  £lie  fijririt  Wiis 
paired  from  op*  high  i 

+  Stc  the  note  on  tii. Tn  1  «vi.i 

1 

3:  w'iib  VkJiid:  -'-bl  'vlr 


I  Oi' 


d’sv  d-bl  Mr 


r*  V 

ff/r^'5  thought,  w-ho  fays,  and  hick*  it 
with  very  piobdhlc  (.viii’iia;  frrn  J w 
The  truth  of  the  o„'.fe  h  th«; 

**  hnd  the  name  of  hi^h-pritil,  but  /ittmii 
**  h*rl  the  ioT.hot ity  :  CaiftpM  wj* 

44  hy  the  Rvwatt  pwrsior,  and  was  iht  pvr- 
<x  Jon  ifitn  ia  ftiVo  ;  hut  f'v  wjs  wliMlv 
**  tlw  ioihicrte  his  Lilicr-ta-ta-i* 

“  tp  who  hd{J  tl»c  clti.'l  jujwrr 
41  c*vdir  with  the  lm  iLTinai)S 

at  lertnrr,  vim,  ii,  p.  Or:, 

f  This  h  ;v*icral!y  riippofwl  to  iuve 
biji.il  the  £>n  of  ;  ->n  ]  PiU  .vjv^r,  a 

ni;n;  of  coulvltr/l^ic  r^nk  in  thole  tl* vs,  the 

f  r 

fdiiie  lira:  *)'  '*$  i-  vf, 

fc  *■  J 


1 
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fl  Then  Peier, 
filkil  with  ( Ur  Ho¬ 
ly  ('I’oft/aid  un¬ 
til  Lhcm.Yc  rolrn 
pi  the  pMpIr^iiii 

elders  of  lurici, 

■  n  u  ^ 


p  If  wethisday 
be  cx>miaedof  fhc 
good  dnd  dene  to 

tjit  impose  Jit  man* 

by  nuanshe 
is  made  w]iok ; 


roTfru  known 
nntoyou  n)K  and 

&ii  the  ptop'-ii  of 

Jfrjrl*  thktliy  the 
of  Jefias 
Chrlft  of  Nzra- 
Kill  ,  xrhom  ye 
crucified  t  u'hom 
1-od  railed  from 
the  dead,  even  hy 

hH:  dn;h  this 

nun  iLud  here 
■ 

bdolO  *ue  vhuk 


1.1  This  i*  the 

ftone  which  was 
it t  at  luiueht  of 

you 


have  cured  a  cripple,  to  gain  credit  to  your  do£trinc? 
*  And  whole  name  did  ye  make  raeiuioq  of*  for  ob* 
raining  virtue  to  do  it  1 

8  Then  Petert  being  under  the  immediate  guidance 
and  extraordinary  influence  of  the  Spirit,  according  to 
Chrifl's  protnifr,  [Mark  xiib  n.)  faid  to  them,  (fdm 
at  To  concurring)  with  a  refpe&ful  freedom  and  un¬ 
daunted  courage,  Being  called  upon  to  anfwerfor  our- 
feives  by  your  auguft  and  venerable  body,  O  ye  chief 
priefls  ami  ciders  of  God's  people  /fraft7  we  are  chear- 
fully  willing  to  give  you  all  defirabie  fatisfaftion. 

9  Since  >ve  are  now  brought  before  you  to  be  exa- 
mined,  as  though  wc  were  criminals,  about  the  cure 
of  the  poor  cripple,  the  nature  of  the  cafe  fpeaks  for 
itfdf,  that  it  was  fo  far  from  being  culpable,  as  to  be 
really  an  adt  of  the  great  eft  mercy  and  goodnefs:  And 
fincc  ye  farther  inquire,  by  what  power  he  is  now  heal¬ 
ed  ; 


lo  We  readily  declare/  and  folemnly  avow  to  this 
whole  aiTcmbly,  and  make  no  fcruplc  of  publHhing  it 
to  all  the  ynvst  eamcftly  defiring  both  you  and  them 
to  take  particular  notice  of  it,  as  a  matter  of  the  utv 
molt  confequence,  in  which  everyone,  from  the  high- 
elt  to  the  lowefl,  is  nearly  concerned;  and  God  will 
make  it  known,  whether  ye  believe  it  or  not,  that,  as 
we  before  declared  to  the  people,  {chap*  iii.  1 6.)  it  is 
by  the  authority  and  power  of  the  great  anointed  Savi¬ 
our,  whom  ye*  by  way  of  contempt,  called  Jefus  of 
Nazareth:  and  whom  ye,  not  long  fuice,  crucified; 
but  whem  God  owned  as  his  righteous  and  dear  Son, 
and  as  the  King  of  Ifrae!y  by  railing  him  from  the 
dead  ;  it  is,  we  roundly  aver  and  Hand  to  ir,  by  him, 
and  him  only,  not  by  ufing  his  name  as  a  charm,  but  by 
faith  in  him,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  him,  that  this 
before- impotent  man  is  now  reftored  to  the  full  ftrength 
and  ufe  of  bis  limbs,  and  is  here  Handing  in  your  pre¬ 
fence,  that  ye  may  behold  the  cure  which  is  wrought 
upon  him,  and  may  alk  him  what  queftions  ye  ple^fe, 
to  fatisfy  yourfelves  about  it. 

ij  This  Jcfus,  as  he  himfelf  alfo  intimated,  (Aloft L 
xxu  47.)  is  he  who  was  fpoken  of  in  a  prophecy  of 
the  MeSiali,  (PfaL  cxviib  23*)  under  the  figure  of  the 
Aoue  which  was  defpifed  and  rejected  by  you  the  cbi|f 

priefta 

v  o  T  E* 


m  Some  have  ihonght  thr.t  they  hL-rtin  re*  cures;  and  that  the  meaning  of  their  que- 
fcrrrd  to  the  ruftain  of  Jewlfi  exorcifts,  ftion  mis.  By  mentioning  of  what  name 
fnme  of  .which  jnvuLd  ar  mciujoned  £j/sr*  have  ye  cured  this  dud?  as  if  they  lud^oue 
T-4B,  as  other*  ufrcrwird  did  the  ttsrntf  it  by  a  fbtt  of  chain* 

xix.  ij*)  for  working  ujiraeuloua 
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fAif  bdl3oi  ^ 
Ttfhach  h  become 
the  had  of  die  nr* 
ner* 


r*  Neither  « 
there  laWarion  in 
any  other  :  for 
ikitttnoncolhn 
jufftt  nndtr  bea- 
ven  t  given  among 
fftt'ii,  n‘bcr!iy  we 
piuft  he  GlvciL 


r )  Now,  when 

tiu  y  fnw  the  bold- 

ncli  or  J\w  and 
John,  and  percci- 
they  were 
CTjIr^rfuii  anti  ig- 
porijjt  cm,  they 
marvel- 


Eriefts  and  rulers,  who,  by  ftation  ind  office,  ought  to 
e,  and  who  profefs  to  be,  the  builders  of  God’s  living 
temple,  the  church ;  and  he  it  now,  by  his  refurrec* 
non  from  the  dead,  placed  as  its  foundation,  and  chief 
Corner-Gone,  for  blitting  and  fupporting  all  the  parts 
of  the  fpiritual  houfe,  which  reds  entirely  upon  him.  i 
12  Nor  is  the  fpiritual  and  *  eternal  fa  l  vat  ion,  to 
which  his  being  the  head  of  the  comer  principally  rev 
fers,  to  he  found  iu  any  one  wbatfoever  betides  him* 
felf :  For  there  is  no  other  perfon  of  fuffictent  dignity, 
merit,  and  power,  whofe  name  can  be  pleaded,  or  do 
pended  upon,  for  falvation  ;  or  whom  God  has  graci- 
oufly  appointed  and  granted  to  the  men’  of  this  lower 
world,  by  whom  (*«)  it  is  fit,  or  meet,  and  worthy  of 
God,  that  any  of  us  (hould  be  fared  5  or  by  whom  we 
ought  to  espeft,  or  ever  can  have,  deliverance  from 
fin  and  mifery,  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the 
wrath  to  eome. 

13  Now  when  the  council  obferved  (™  the 

liberty  of  fpirit,  and  undaunted  courage,  and  the  free* 
dom  and  fluency  of  expreflion  with  which  the  two  apo- 
(lies,  Peter  and  John,  (poke  to  the  fupreme  court  pf. 
the  JewiJb  nation,  before  which  they  were  arraigned 
as  malefactors,  that  could  expeffc  no  favour  from  them  ; 
and  when  they  underflood  that  they  were  per fons  of  no 
polite  education  in  the  fchools,  or  at  the  feet  of  any  of 
their  doctors,  but  were  private  obfeure  fi(hermcn,  even 

idiots. 


NOTE. 


*  Purr's  iRCR*iR(;ingChr:A  35  ifce  heed  of 
ih+MMtr,  niinra^y  \c4  to  the  thought  of  a 
iprrhval  and  eternal  ibvatlon,  which  It  v» 
Lunik's  principal  defiga  to  bring  in,  apd 
uirti  a  relation  to  whii  alone  this,  ud  its 
limbed  phtift,  the  thief  js  >1* 

ways  uicJ  hy  6or  Lord  and  hit  ipoitlei; 
(ort  *«+  tj.  Kph,  ii.  *■>  **.  and 

1  Pet*  ti.  fi*  7,}  And  tbit  Ipiritoal  benefit 
ii  tailed  falvation  about  forty  times  in  the 
New  Trfbmciit ;  whereas  I  do  not  find,  that 
ir  once  afci  the  noun  (rsfjspa)  fahtaHcv  for 
miraculous  rum,  no  nor  fur  merely  any 
temporal  dclivmncc  at  all,  unEefi  in  wfffs 
vii  -  xj.  where  Stephen  fay  a,  that  Mofis  fiif* 
fifed  his  brethren  would  hive  Hndcrftotd  bvw 
thtf  God  hj  bis  hfiad  weald  deliver  them  ;  or, 
as  it  is  in  the  Gwl,  (hferfy  xvftof  ruls^irv) 
nwld  jhie  falvation  to  them  :  And  even  (hat 
dttivc:aacc£  might  be  by  this  name, 

ta  raufv  it  iv:i$  typkri  of  the  more  glorious 
mic  by  Jcfiis  Girift  ;  and  the  apoftte  Pt/tr 
here  1  peaks  of  a  J^lvuion  which  every  «iu 
n.iiht  includiir;*  himicif  and  all  Iff* if/: 
Jl-.it  furcly  it  could  not  he  fibl  of  hlmlttf  and 
vii::  whole  council,  iiiid  «f  all  the  people  of 
Ij-acly  (ver.  jo  )  ilut  they  needed  roWt~u- 
kiii  cuKshi  titnuMKof  Cluhi,  by  which, 


in  thai  rcfpcd,  they  raufl  be  lived  :  (<tt  u 
hi  I  ihrrcfotc  cm  by  no 

means  (hink  that  this  lining  and  lively  pif* 
fage  if  to  be  funk  and  tditraiatd,  u  fontc 
Contend  that  it  ihould,  to  (he  eafc  of  work¬ 
ing  miracles:  On  the  other  hand,  there 
Teems  to  me  to  he  a  great  beauty  in  the  oc- 
raLion  Uut  th«  iipuIUf  Look,  rad  In  tbt  gra¬ 
dation  that  he  {nailc,  from  the  temporal  de¬ 
liverance  which  had  been  wrought  in  heal¬ 
ing  the  poor  cripple  by  the  power  of  Quill, 
to  that  of  a  much  nobler  and  more  impor¬ 
tant  kind,  which  is  brought  in  by  Chrirt  to 
impotent  atnl  fmful  fouls;  he  therein  fol¬ 
lowing  the  admirable  cuftom  of  bis  gnat 
I*ord  and  Mailer,  who  often  tool  occasion 
from  earthly  tofpcakuf  rpiriniii  things-  as 
particularly  when,  upon  his  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  miracle  of  the  loaves,  hr  dif- 
courted  at  large  concerning  himldf  as  the 
bread  of  life,  {Jqhn  vt*  id,— 5ft*)  But  if 
miraculous  cures  wer«  like  wife  included  in  tho 
dtlign,  it  plainly  Jhtws,  as  Dr/ffclf; 
obierves,  that  no  ime  miracles  have  been 
ever  done  fu«?c  Clirills  afccniW,  by  an  in- 
v oral Luu  of  the  names  of  faints,  as  Is  pre¬ 
tended  by  the  church  of  Rome  -'  For  there  is 
no  cthsrxsmti  by  which  they  can  be  'ATOUg:;* 
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imrrcHed  ;  and 
they  look  knovr- 
kdgcgftbcm  that 
ihcr  hadbeen  with 


14  And  be¬ 
holding  the  mart 

which  w*s  h«l* 
cd,  Ending  with 
them,  they  could 
fay  nothing  i- 
gamll  it. 

tj  But,  vrfien 

they  had  com* 
mandat  them  to 
g>  slide  out  of 
the  council,  they 
cortcrrrd  among 
lltrmfcl-irci. 

v6Sa\  L:gt  Wbfit 
{hall  wc  iio  c  l>  thefe 
men  ?  forthiitin- 
deed  a  notable  mi- 

fade  hath  been 

done  by  them  is 
BJanileft  to  all 

jenifaltnu  ;  and 

ue  cannot  <kuv  iA 


if  But,  that  it 
fptvad  no  further 
among  the  peo-* 
pic,  lctj3p_ttrairfy 

threaten  them  , 
th*t  rhey  ffxak 
htnatonh  10  no 

awn  imhii  name* 


iB  .And  they 
called  d.ctn,  and 
commui'idlhoD 

not  tofpcahataJI, 
nc;  teach  in  the 
twnc  of  Jtfus* 
*9  But  Peter 
ard  John  anfver* 

cd 


idiots,  as  to  human  fcience,  compared  with  them- 

felves  i  they  were  exceedingly  amazed,  and  knew  not  how 
to  account  (or  the  wifdont,  fpirtt,  and  firmnefs  of  mind 
that  appeared  in  them,  till  they  recalle&ed  that  they 
had  been  formerly  feen  in  company  with  Jefus,  as  bis 
followers  and  difciptcB,  and  had  been  brought  up  un¬ 
der  him,  in  whole  name  they  had  preached,  and 
wrought  the  cure. 

14  And  the  council,  at  the  fame  time,  feeing  the 
man  Hand  before  them  perfe&ly  found' and  whole,  who 
till  then  had  continued  fo  lame,  for  forty  years  toge¬ 
ther,  as  not  to  be  able  to  do  any  thing  like  it  before ; 
they  could  lay  nothing  againft  the  miracle,  either  to 
depreciate,  or  confute  it. 

15,  16  However,  being  Hung  in  their  conferences, 
and  filled  with  envy,  they,  inlicad  of  feeling  after  fai- 
vation  by  Jcfut  Chrift,  according  to  the  a  pottles  doc¬ 
trine,  refolred  to  put  what  flop  they  could  to  their 
preaching ;  and,  ordering  them  to  withdraw  from  the 
court,  they  entered  into  a  dofe  confultation  about 
them,  faying,  What  courfe  ihail  we  take  with  thefe 
men?  or,  what  can  we  do  to  them,,  who  ate  like  to 
give  us  as  much  trouble  as  ever  we  met  with  from  Je- 
fus  himfelf  ?  For  that  they  really  have  performed  a  ve¬ 
ry  famous  miracle,  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  is  publicly 
known  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  rhis  great  metropolis, 
fo  that  we  cannot  hulb  it  up >  and  the  fatt  is  fo  plain 
and  evident  in  all  the  drcumftances  of  it,  that  it  is  to 
no  manner  of  purpofe  for  us  to  go  about  to  deny  it* 
and  to  punifh  them  for  it;  it  woold  be  only  oepofing 
our  own  chaia&er,  and  enraging  the  people  againft  us, 
to  attempt  any  thing  of  tbis  kind. 

17  But  char  they  may  nor  propagate  the  {lory,  and 
their  own  notions  with  if*  to  gain  profelytcs,  and  make 
people  think  highly  of  Jefus,  and  with  indignation  of 
us,  as  though  we  bad  murdered  tbe  beft  of  men,  if  not 
one  that  was  more  than  a  man  ;  let  ns  fend  for  them  in, 
and  ft ve rely  charge  them,  upon  pain  of  our  utmoft  dif- 
pleafure,  never  to  publilh  their  do£trine  concerning  him 
again;  no,  nor  fo  much  as  fpeak  of  it  in  private  to  any 
man  whatfoever;  nor  to  pretend  that  they  have  his 'com* 
million  for  it,  or  have  power  from  him  to  work  miracles, 

18  Accordingly,  they  ordered  them  to  be  called  into 
court,  and  then  ftri£Uy  enjoined  them,  at  their  peril, 
never  to  open  their  lips  again,  or  preach  any  more,  ei* 
thcr  publicly  or  privately,  about  Jefus  under  pretence 
of  authority  from  him  to  fpread  the  glory  of  his  name* 

jp  But  both  Pster  and  John9  in  reply*  faid  to  them, 

with 


Ch.  It. 

i A  aad  laid  onto 
then,  WHoherit 
vrightinthrGgh* 
sf  God  to  hearken 

mio  you.  oKHt 
hjn  unto  God  T 
ytijje  ye* 


to  For  v*  cm* 
t*cn  but  fpoi  the 
ihinv*  which  wc 

J- 

:mvc  fan  and 
^jid. 


at  $a  >  when 
they  had  further 
threatened  tbesi, 
th'.T  fa  them  go, 
fimjing  nothing 

iiiiUr  they  RUglll 

jnmifli  tlum,  be* 
t^nfe  of  the  j;eo- 
ple  ;  for  all  men 
glorified  God  for 
thjt  which  vu 
Hong, 


ii  Fottheman 
vtt  above  forty 
year*  old ,  on 
whom  this  rrriri* 
cicof  healing  was 


1}  And,  being 
wi  go,  they  went 

to 
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with  an  ob!  e  and  undaunted  fortitude  of  fpirit,  and  frith 
the  moil  pointed  reafoning,  Though  we  would  pay  you 
all  becoming  deference,  yet  whether  we  can  acquit 
ourfelves  to  our  own  confciences,  and  do  juftice  to  truth 
and  to  mankind,  or  whether  it  be  lawful  and  right,  in 
the  fight  of  the  infinitely  wife  and  holy  Creator  and 
Governor,  and  impartial  Judge  of  the  whole  world,  to 
whom  we  mull  be  accountable  j  whether,  we  fay,  it 
be  any  ways  juftifiablc  for  us  to  comply  with  your  or¬ 
ders*  rather  than  pay  obedience  to  his  exprris  commands, 
whofe  authority  is  undoubtedly  fuperior  to  all  human 
injunctions  whatfoever,  and  who  we  are  absolutely  fure 
has  charged  us  to  preach  the  very  doftrine  which  yc  for¬ 
bid  us  to  mentiou  $  we  appeal  to  your  own  consciences 
to  determine,  and  leave  it  with  yourfdves  to  judge,  as 
ever  ye  will  anfwer  it  at  the  great  day  of  account. 

30  For,  as  to  ourfelves,  we  tbink  this  point  admits 
of  no  debate;  arid  we  neither  dare,  nor  can  fubmit  to  a 
decree,  fo  utterly  inconfiftent  with  our  allegiance  unto 
God  him felf;  nor  refrain  publi  thing  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  things,  pertaining  to  tbe  (alvation  of  loft  fmners, 
which  we  ourfelves  have  been  eye-witnefies  of,  and  have 
heard  from  the  mouth  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  and  have  ex¬ 
perienced  the  power  and.goodnds  of  in  our  own  fouls. 

a  1  The  fanhedrim  finding  that  there  was  no  dealing 
with  thefe  men  in  a  way  of  argument,  Chrift  having 
given  them  a  mouth  and  ivi/dom,  1 vfnch  all  their  adver- 
fariet  -were  not  able  to  gaitifay  or  rejifl ,  .according  to  his 
promiff,  {Luke  xxi.  15.)  they  repeated  their  former 
threatnings,  and  fo  difmiiTcd  them,  as  not  knowing 
what  to  do  more,  than  endeavouring  to  fright  them  as 
much  as  they  could ;  becaufe  they  were  afraid  of  incen- 
fing  tbe  people,  and  railing  a  tumult,  if  they  ihould 
proceed  to  any  farther  puniftiment:  For  the  multitude 
in  general  were  fo  afiefted  with  the  miracle  which  had 
been  wrought,  that  they  could  not  but  admire  it  as  an 
aft  of  wonderful  .power  and  mercy,  and  exprefs  their 
praifes  of  God  for  it. 

32  And  that  which  magnified  this  miraculous  cure, 
in  their  account,  was,  that  tbe  man  on  whom  it  was 
wrought,  was  about  forty  years  old,  and  fo  was  able  to 
give  them  fuch  a  relation  of  his  lamenefs  from  bis  child¬ 
hood  up  to  the  day  of  his  healing,  as  fhewed  his  difeafe 
to  have  been  an  inveterate  one,  and  no  way  likely  to  be 
ever  removed  by  any  human  remedies  whatfoever. 

23  The  apolUes  being  thus  fttac  liberty,  by  the  gra¬ 
cious  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  which  appeared 

in 


Ch*  Sr* 
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tn  their  mm  com* 
pony,  and  report- 
fed  ill  th.it  the 
chief  pndh  and 
ddcr^hodliid  un¬ 
to  them. 


14  And  when 

they  heard  that, 
they  lift  up  thdr 
voice  to  God, with 
one  accord,  and 
fi*dt  Lord,  thou 
arf  God,  which 
haft  midcheirtD 
and  earth  and  the 
and  *U  thii  iu 

thtm  Ii  i 


a$  Wl»  by  the 
mouth  ofthj.fcr* 
itirt  U^vitl  hafi 
fcid,  Why  did  the 
heathen  race,  and 

Ai  t  1 

the  pcopit  ima¬ 
gine  Tain  things  ? 


%6  The  kiflgi 

of  ihc«rth  ftood 
tp,  and  the  ruler* 
war- gathered  ro- 
gctlicragainftthe 
Lord.  andagoiaxi 
Irj  Chnft. 


in  their  favour;  they  immediately  returned  *  to  their 
ovn  beloved  company,  on  whom  the  Hoty  Ghoft  had 
fallen,  together  with  them fd res,  vand  to  whom  they 
were  related,  as  brethren  in  Chrift,  of  the  fame  church 
and  family,  fpirit  and  temper,  partakers  of  the  fame 
gofpel-privi leges  and  fellowftup,  faith  and  joy,  and 
whom  they  cbofe  for  their  companions  on  earth,  and 
hoped  to  live  with  for  ever  in  heaven ;  and  they  gave 
them  a  full  account  of  all  the  fevexe  and  unrighteous 
things  that  the  council  had  laid  to  them,  and  of  the  re¬ 
ply  which  they  were  enabled  to  make,  by  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  that  was  in  them,  and  of  the  manner  of  their  dlf- 
charge. 

14  And  as  foon  as  their  fellow-chriftians  had  heard 

the  aft’edting  narrative,  they  all,  in  raptures  of  wonder 

and  joy,  made  their  folemn  and  fervent  addreiTVs  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  as  with  one  mouth  and  one  foul,  (<m^- 
#*■*")  laying,  Lord,  thou  art  the  only  living  and  true 
God,  who,  by  thine  almighty  power,  gavett  beiag  to 
heaven  and  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  to  all  ranks,  orders, 
and  individuals  of  creatures  that  are  in  them,  and  haft 
all  hearts  and  all  events  under  thy  government  and  con- 
trouh 

15  Who  alfo,  knowing  the  end  from  the  beginning, 
haft  plainly  foretold  what  has  lately  come  to  pais,  by 
the  words  of  an  infpired  prophet,  even  of  thy  fetrant 
David f,  faying,  {Pfal.  iu  1,  a*)  Upon  what  principles, 
reafona,  or  motives,  or  to  what  manner  of  pnrpofe, 
have  the  Gentiles  pw*S»)  inwardly  fretted,  and  then 
foamed  out  their  rage,  and  the  people  of  Ifrael 

twffj  induftfioufly  meditated,  contrived,  and  at¬ 
tempted  empty,  foolifti,  and  fruhlefe  things  ? 

26  The  princes  of  this  world,  whom  Providence 
had  laid  the  higheft  obligations  upon,  by  exalting  them 
to  regal  dignity  in  the  land  of  Ifrael ,  railed  themfelves 
up  in  a  way  of  unworthy  oppolatton ;  and  the  Jrwijb 
rulers,  fcrihcs,  Pharifces,  and  elders,  men  of  the  great- 
eft  note  for  learning  and  authority  iu  ecclcfiaJtical  af¬ 
fairs,  who  ought  to  have  cfpoufrd  the  caufe  of  religion 
amt  righteoufoeis,  affembledin  their  grand  council,  to 
coneorr  injurious  meafures  again  ft  God  himfelf,  and  a- 
gainft  the  only  true  Mefliab,  whom  he  anointed. 

7  7  For 


NOTES* 

*  Rt  ib'ir  $->.vr.  ft  err*  to  have  been  i&  the  church  afterward*  did  Cor  Fr/er*  whea 

mm  the  no,  who  «rt  fa  id  to  have  he  wo*  id  priGxi,  Wvr/>.  %i\*  f,  Xi+ 

pftvtfd  the  ail  the  J‘>xe  that  the  (■  lliii  a*  frreral  coramcfttWflfi  h  w  ch* 

Sped  tv wt  m  a*d  Ktt  tirntr?*  them T  and  ferved,  intimate*  not  only  that  David  «u  in- 

Vfzmittwurdifiiltd-dsithtbc  HzhGfafti  Ukjp*  fpirtd  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  writing  his 
i.  n  and  it  34.  j  and  they'werc  probably  met  Pfal/tsi  bat  as  this,  fo  all  other  Pfitwh  ^ 
v : !  it  ^his  time,  to  join  m  pmir  for  the  the  title  of  which  do  notice  U  taken  of  the 

tug  -jjjltks  in  ihdr  pcTiiom  vu-cumlunns,  penman,  an  to  be  reckoned  to  him. 
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%y  For  ,  of  a 
truth,  anitift  thy 
holy  child  Jeftx, 

*Jmoi  thou  baft 
anoioUd  ,  both 
Henxl  and  Foni  i  * 
us  P>1ateTwir'hthe 
Gentile*,  and  the 
people  of  llrael » 
were  gathered  to- 
S«bcr, 


il  For  to  do 
vh  aifocver  thy 
hand  and  thy 
cminfcl  determi¬ 
ned  before  to  be 
done* 


*9  And  now. 
Lord,  behold  thur 
throteain^;  and 
£nnt  ante  thy  fro 
rants,  that  with 

ill  hoidiidc  (hey 

may  fpcak  thy 
»oidf 


to  By  Orach- 
lag  forth  (bine 

baud 


27  For  it  it  an  unqueftionable  matter  of  fa£l,  that 
both  Herod  the  king  of  Galilee,  and  PaatiusPUate  the 
governor  of  Judea,  together  with  the  Reman  officers  and 
foldiera,  and  all  ranks  and  orders  of  the  Jeivifb  nation, 
{Luhexmi,  i» — a  5.}  a  He  an  bled  tbemfelves,  and  became 
joinfeonfpirators  again  It  the  life  of  thy  holy  Son  Jefus, 
who  was  (nui-tt)  bora  thy  immaculate  child  in  flefh, 
(Luke  i.  35.  and  ii.27,-— 43.)  and  came  to  be  thy  righ¬ 
teous  fervant,  [Ifa.  ilii.  1.  and  xlix.  6.  and  liii,  11.) ; 
and  whom  thou  hadft  appointed,  fet  apart  and  autho¬ 
rized,  called  and  furnifbed,  by  an  unmeafurahle  unc¬ 
tion  of  the  Spirit,  to  execute  his  great  office  in  bis  in¬ 
carnate  Hate  upon  earth. . 

28  In  all  this,  how  vile  and  malicious  foever  their 
defigns  and  management  were,  thou  did  11  over-rule  the 
event,  for  the  at^ompltfhing  of  thofe  things  again  A  him, 
{chap.  ii.  23.)  and  by  him,  through  his  violent  and  a- 
toning  death,  which  in  the  eternal  fettlemenr*  and  dif- 
pofals  of  thy  will  and  wiidom,  in  the  counfels  of  peace, 
thou  hadft  foreordained  fhould  come  to  pafs,  for  thine 
own  glory,  the  Redeemer’s  exaltation,  and  the  falvation 
of  thy  chofen  people. 

■  29  And  now,  Lord  f,  we  humbly  befeech  thee,  that 
as  thou  haft  thus  far  (hewn  thy  infinite  wifdom  and  Al¬ 
mighty  power,  thou  wouldft  take  notice  of  their  unrigh¬ 
teous  threat niugs,  to.  reftrain  and  defeat .  them,  or  to 
turn  them  to  thy  praife;  and  that,  not  with  dan  ding  thefe 
and  all  other  terrors,  thou  wouldft  graciouQy  affilt  and 
enable,  every  one  of  us,  thyfervants,  to  publifii  thygof- 
pel  with  all  freedom  and  holy  confidence,  prefence  of 
mind,  and  liberty  of  fpeech. 

30  That  we  may  he  emboldened,  confirmed,  and 
owned  herein^  by  fbll  further  difplays  of  thy  glorious 
power,  in  a  fupernatural  way,  for  curing  all  manner  of 


Spiritual,  ao  well  aa  corporal  maladies )  and  by  grant¬ 
ing 

NOTES. 

*  The  A4jrJ^GaJfecm$fomrtSme*taftrip-  the  immediate  divine  agent  in  theemtion  of 
nrt  tn  li^nify  his  all-governing  and  difpo-  the  world,  (frfM.  i,  i.)  nefpoke  immediately 
will  (fet  Nth  ti*  8,  iB.  J*b7  ti.  10,  Pfol,  by  the  tfDrvrd,  (t  Ptu  i.  x.)  and  im* 
xcr,  4,  and  hUtltf*  Ii.  *4.  ana  ii.i.)  and  thin  mediately  formed  the  human  nature  of  the 
l  latte  to  he  Utnicaitmghert,bccaijfeit  relate*  child  Jtjus ,  who,  on  that  account,  was  feid  to 
tnwhatGod  did  in  aoticuf  counfels  beforehand,  be  fhdi  fofy  thing,  tvhich  wr  h<wn  of  the  virgin  L 
raiher  than  in  hiscxccutiooof  them  afterwards  and  was  called  the  Son  of  God,  (L&L‘  i.  jiv; 

f  Though  I  have  given  the  Paraphrafr  on  and  it  wai  he  that  immediately  antinted  [ciis 
thivand  the  following  verfe,  according  to  the  a?  God**  fcrvanc  in  human  nature,  (Luke  lv, 
ntiiil  fenfc  of  commentators;  yet  It  u  humb-  18*)  it  was  tikewifehy  his  hand,  or  his  power 
L'  rub  mUted  to  the  reader**  judgment,  whether,  and  eondnft,  that  ClirifV  offered  himfelf  to 
■*  fome  have  apprdicnrled ,  the  Lord,  to  whom  God,  (Hfk  ix.  14.)  ;  and  it  wa$  l*y  Mm  tMt 
this  prayer  was  mod  immediately  directed,  the  apolllci  preiched  the  gofpel  with  all  bold- 
Vitirc  not  the  perfon  of  (he  Holy  Gboft,  bo  nefe,  and  wrought  miracle*,  (vtr  ji.  end  1 
CLiufe  all  the  things  here  afrribed  to  God,  Corw  *ii.  5,— n*j  Srt  Tnf  True  Script* 

■*«.rc  performed  ifnaiediateiy  by  bun,  He  *f  the  Trix-  Jppntifi}  No*  I.  p.  pt,  38- 
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h^nJ  tohnl:  and 
that  figns  and 
winder*  may  be 
done  ty  the  name 
of  thy  holy  child 
Jeftu. 


31  And,  when 
they  had  prayed, 
the  plate  w*i  (ha- 
ken  where  they 
were  ailera bled  to¬ 
gether  ;  and  ihey 
wcreaU  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  they  fpake 
the  word  of  God 
with  boldoefti 


31  And  the 

multitude  of  them 
that  believed  were 
erf  one  hfivtj  and 
of  one  foul:  nei¬ 
ther  laid  any  vf 
them  that  ought 
of  the  things 
which  hepofitfled 
was  his  own;  but 
they  badillthiogt 
coamon. 


33  And  with 
great  power  gave 
the  apo  flics  wif- 
wft  of  the  rdbr- 
red  ton  of  the 


Lord  Jdbt :  and 
peat  grace  ait 
upon  them  all* 


34  Neither  wa* 

there  any  among 
them  that  lacked: 
for  u  id any  as 

wen 


ing,  that  wonderful  miracles  may  be  wrought  of  every 
kind*  as  mere  may  be  occasion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap* 
iL  a  a*  by  authority  and  virtue  derived  from,  and  to  the 
glory  of  thy  Holy  One,  even  Jcftts,  who  is  not  only  thy 
eternal  Son  in  bis  original  nature;  but  alfo,  (T¥  «*«*■*■ 
*<***)  thy  holy  Child,  by  flelhly  birth,,  and  thy  confe- 
crated  fervant  in  office,  by  thine  own  appointment. 

3 1  And  while  they  were  yet  /peaking^  God  heard  them  j 
(I/a*  lxv.  24.)  for  no  foonex  bad  they  finished  this  reli¬ 
gious  cxercife,  than  the  room,  in  which  they  were  met 
together,  was  miraculoujly  lhaken,  as  by  a  rufhing 
mighty  wind,  like  what  they  had  felt  in  a  former  af- 
femhly,  (chap*  ii.  a.)  as  a  Ggnal  of  his  extraordinary  pre* 
fence  with  them:  And,  in  immediate  anfwer  to  their 

prayers,  this  whole  company  were  again  under  a  frefh 

effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  (fee  the  note  on  chap * 
ii.  3.)  who  filled  their  fouls  with  holy  joy  and  courage; 
fo  that  they,  from  that  time  forward,  preached  tbegof- 
pel  with  a  noble  liberty  of  fpirit,  and  without  fear  of 
the  faces  of  the  greateft  men  whatfoeven 

32  As  to  the  Whole  body  of  believers,  which  by  this 
time  were  a  great  company,  the  la  ft  mentioned  five 
th ou fan d  converts,  (ver*  4.)  after  the  example  of  thefirft 
three  thoufand,  (chap*  ii,  41, — 46.}  were  fo  united 
in  faith  and  love,  that  how  various  foever  their  natural 
tempers  were,  and  how  much  foevfcr  they  had  been 
ft  rangers  to  one  another,  and  different  fe£ts  and  parties 
before,  they  were  now  as  entirely  harmonious,  and 
heartily  affectionate  to  their  feUow-chriftians  without 
diftinftion,  as  if  they  had  all  been  animated  with  one 
foul :  And  as  an  effect  and  evidence  of  this,  and  as  a 
means  of  further  promoting  It,  none  of  them,  no  not 
of  the  richeft  among. them,  referred  any  of  bis  worldly 
goods;  for  his  own  private  and  peculiar  ufe,  hut  freely 
gave  up  all  for  rhe  fervice  of  the  Chriftian  community* 

33  The  twelve  apoftles  alfo  went  on  bravely  with 
their  work,  infilling  on  the  great  do£trines  of  the  gof* 
pel,  and  particularly  on  the  refurrection  of  Chrifl  from 
the  dead,  with  abundance  of  fervor,  ftrength,  and  clear- 
nefs,  and  with  attending  miracles,  and  eJEcatious  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  .Spirit  ^  and  at  the  fame  time,  fucb  rich 
meafures  of  divine  grace  were  diffufed  among  all  the 
difciples,  as  were  an  evident  token  of  their  being  high¬ 
ly  in  favour  with  God,  and  produced  the  greateft  con¬ 
tempt  of  this  world,  and  benevolence  toward  men* 

34,  35  Nor  was  there  any  one  of  this  honlhold  of 
faith,  though  ever  fo  poor,  that  was  tn  want  of  the  ne- 
ceflaries  of  life  :  For  as  many  of  this  New  Tefiaroent- 

cbuicb. 


2h.  fa 

b 

vcre  poffeflbn.of 
or  .hoafrt 
U<1  them-  y  and 
mwgbtrhc  price* 
if  the  thing*  that 
XtTt  JbLd, 

If  And  Lid 
rhfts  down  ai  the 
tpoflk*  fed :  and 
^flrlhutioo  was 
made  unto  every 
man  according  » 
he  hadneedi 
;4  And  jofcs, 
uho  by  tlie  apo 
files  was  fura^ 
mat  RarnabaSj 
(uhich  is,  being 
interpreted,  The 
fun  of  coofrbii- 
on,)  a  Lcvitc,  W 
of  the  country  of 
Cyprus,  ; 

37  Having 
land,  ibid  i/T  and 
brought  the  mo¬ 
ney,  and  bid  it  at 
the  apoftkt  feet* 


* 
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church,  as  had  any  eftate:  in  lands  or  houfes,  whether 
in  Pakfimey  or  other  countries,  Ibid  them  ;  and,  bring¬ 
ing  the  money  railed  by  the  fate,  they  laid  it  at  the  a- 
poftles  feet,  in  token  of  their  great  indifference  to  rich¬ 
es,  and  of  their  freely  furrendering  them  np  to  their 
management,  for  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  church :  And  the  apoftlcs,  tilewife,  and  faith¬ 
ful  ftewards,  ordered  proper  diftributions  to  be  made 
with  the  utmoft  prudence,  frugality,  and  impartiality, 
to  every  one,  in  proportion  to  his  exigence. 

36,  37  Particularly,  among  the  rell,  there  was  one 
Jofti,  whom  for  bis  great  liberality  and  excellent  ta¬ 
lents,  whereby  he  became  eminently  ufeful,  both  in 
temporal  and  fpiritual  concerns,  the  apoftles  furnamed 
Barnabas,  which  in  the  Syriac  language,  propei  ly  Gg- 
nifies  the  fan  of  a  prophet,  and  by  juft  conftrudlion, 
the  fon  of  comfort,  or  of  exhortation : 

This  mao  was  by  defeent  of  the  tribe  of  Levi »  and  by 
country  a  native  of  the  fertile  ifland  called  Cyprus  % 
and,  being  poffeffed  of  an  eftate  in  .land  th^rt,  *  he 
readily  fold  it ;  and,  like  one  that  had  done  with  this 
world,  committed  the  price,  which  lie  received  for  it, 
to  the  care  of  the  apoftles,  to.  difpofe  of  it  in  a  way  of 
religious  charity,  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor  member* 
of  Chrift. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  ofteo  do  the  greateft  enemies  one  to  another  unite,  like  tbe  feribes  and 

/duetts,,  in  their  unreasonable  and  violent  oppofitiun  to  Chrift  and  life  gofpe^ 
in  the  fi&oft  mdefenfibtc  perfections  of  hfe  femnts  for  his  fake !  And  yet  how 
wonderfully  will  the  word  of  the  Lord*  attended  with  the  power  of  his  Spirit, 
prevail  in  the  face  of  all  opposition,  to  the  converfion  of  tboufands,  that  were 
before,  moft  tnveteratdy  fet  agatnft  him  !  And  what  a  noble  fpirit  of  wjfdom,  re* 
fblution,  and  courage,  can  he  infpirr  his  once  moft  cowardly  fvrvauts  with,  to 
effort  his  eaufe,  and  make  a  brave  ami  free  confdfion  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  to  withftand  and  confound  the  moft  potent  and  learned  of  their  ad- 

vtriariei,  and  carry  convidion  to  their  cunfcic-ucvs,  that  there  is  a  furpn/.ing 
advantage  in  having  been  with  Jcfufl!  He  cau  eaiiJy  reftrain  the  wrath  of  man, 
and  make  the  remainder  of  it  praife  him;  ancl  how  much  foever  hr  mny  ht‘  frt 
at  nought,  by  men  of  figure  and  authority,  he  h  nevertheieft  the  chief  corner- 
of  the  church,  that  can  never  be  ihaken;  neither  Is  there  latvaiion  in  any 
other-  And  O  what  incomeftible  evidence  is  there  in  that  rtemat  truth,  that, 
even  in  times  of  the  greateft  danger,  it  is  better  to  obey  God  than  man  !  He  is 
the  Lord  God  Almighty,  the  maker  and  governor  of  all  things;  nothing  car* 
come  to  paft  without  bis  pcmifl5on>  or  order ;  and  all  is  but  a  fulfil!; tig  of  the 
jeripturcs,  and  of  his  own  ancient  decrees,  which  arc  entirety  bid  from  us,  till 

unfold- 

N  tO  T  £• 

*  Tt  being  laid  of  Japs*  when  his  JW  was  DrM,  it.  0.) ;  for  nniwiriiftwiJbij;  that  Lw, 
fpoken  of,  that  he  of  the  country  of  Cy-  vrtcfii  ami  Ltvbet  fometiraes  lud  land  even 
frits*  tniimuet  that  It  lay  there;  and  tbit  be-  injw/Miiifct^by  purdjjfc,girt,or;etm;^ce, 
in:*  a  foreign  country,  he,  though  a  Lnxtt%  a*  appntt  front  Phijuk&$t  33, 

undoubtedly  have  Lnd  there,  in  fnll  and  frrr  s+ipbt(x  Sxm,  L  and  ix.  $.  com  pa. 
oniiftcnce  with  thecrig^isl  few,  about  divi-  red  wirh  1  tifrrni*  vi.  4>>  S<0 
Cis.g  thehndof  tbjwsjtf,  atm,  ie,  acd  might  luhive  land  in  a  foreign  country- 
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unfolded  in  neats,  that,  whatever  be  the  means  of  producing  them,  are  over* * 
ruled  by  a  holy  Providence,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  hta  people. 
How  worthy  therefore  ia  he  to  be  prayed  to ;  and  how  eminently  does  he  ho- 
nonr  his  dtftinguifhjng  character,  as  a  God  heariiig  pea  ye  r,  in  that,  he  foroetiincd 
anftr cn  while  we  are  yet  fixating !  Awl  as  be  has  pro  mi  fed  bis  Spirit  to  them 
that  a It  him  *  fo  when  be  herein  performs  his  good  word  to  us*  What  a  heaven* 
ly  commotion  will  there  be  in  our  fouls !  what  holy  confidence  and  joy  fhaH  we 
have  in  him ;  and  how  fliall  we  defpife  the  outrage  and  the  threatnings  of  his 
and  our  enemies!  What  a  glory  docs  he  put  npot  his  mtnifters,  fome  of  whom 
he  makes  to  be  Tons  of  confblation  indeed;  and  upon  hia  church  and  people, 
whom  he  knits  together  by  the  fweeteft  bands  of  love,  fills  with  all  goodnefc  to 
others,  and  with  fuch  experiences  of  his  grace  and  favour  to  themfmes,  ad  give 
them  a  holy  contempt  of  this  world,  and  engage  them  to  iequefter  the  rate  Ives 
from  it,  in  the  beft  manner,  and  according  to  the  calls  of  his  Providence. 


+ 

CHAP.  V. 


The  jin  and punijbment  tf  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  1, — it.  The  apo- 
files  -work  many  miracles,  to  the  tnereafe  of  the  church ,  1 2, — 1 6, 
They  are  again  imprifoned,  and  an  angel  delivers  them,  ordering 
them  to  go  on  in  preachings  which  they  did,  to  the  great  vexation  of 
their  enemies,  17, — 25.  They  are  brought  again  before  the  fanbe- 
drim  and  examined and  make  their'  defence ,  16, — 33.  Gamaliel’/ 
prudent  advice,  upon  which  they  are  difiniffed  -with  fcoarging,  34, 

.  40.  They  depart  rejoicing,  and  proceed  in  their  work ,  4 1, — 42. 


Terr. 

gin"  a  certain 
man  named 
Ananias  ,  with 
Sapphira  his  wife, 

fold  a  poflcflioD, 


1  And  lfepi 
hick  pert  of  the 
price,  bis  wifealfo 
being  privy  to  i/, 
and  brought  <  cer¬ 
tain  part,  and  hid 
if  at  tfce  apoAles 

feet. 


t  Bat  Peter 
£ud|A&  aura,  why 

faatn 


Paraphrase. 

*D  TJT  as  the  beft  churches  upon  earth  have  their  im- 
br  perfections,  fo  there  were  two  notorious  hypocrites 
even  in  this,  which  tarnifhed  -its  glory j  and  awful 
judgments  were  executed  in  righteoufhefs  on  them* 
which  damped  its  joy.  A  certain  man  and  his  wilfe,  An¬ 
anias  and  Sapphira  by  name,  made  a  profefGon  of  Cfiri- 
ftianity ;  and  being  ambitious  of  the  reputation  of  bave- 
ing  as  much  zeal  and  charity  as  Barnabas  himfclf,  they 
fold  an  eftate,  pretending  to  devote  the  price  of  ittoGod. 

.3  And  when  they  nad  got  the  njoney,  they  being 
only  almoft  Chriftians,  ftill  under  the  prevalence  of 
unbelief  and  covctoufncfs,  their  hearts  failed  them  \ 
and  fo  they  contrived  together  to  lAake  a  private  re* 
ferre  of  one  part  of  it  for  their  own  me*  and  to  deliver 
up  the  reft  to  the  apofUes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  might 
rtnpofe  upon  them,  and  induce  them  to  believe  that  it 
was  the  whole  \  and  might  entitle  themfelves  to  a 
maintenance  out  of  the  common  fund,  as  if  they  had 
nothing  left  of  their  own. 

3  But  Peter ,  having  the  gift  of  difeernmg  fpirits, 
well  knew,  and  foon  dete&ed  the  vile  fraud,  faying'to 
.the  huihand,.  who  came  alone  to  brtog  a  part  of  the 
money}  under  pretence  of  its  being  the  whole,  Ananias, 

what 
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bnb  Satan  filled 
thine  hart  to  Ec 
[oiticUol)rUbuil, 
nd  to  keep  back 
fm  of  the  price 
of  the  land  i 


4  Whiles  it  re* 
Duittfil,  w^itnot 
thine  ovit  ?  and 
after  itV/u  fold, 
vukooitin  thine 
own  power  }  why 
ha^fboQ  concei- 
tcJ  this  thing  in 
ihine  heart  ?  thou 
lull  nui  lied  unto 
men  ,  biit  unto 
Sod. 


j  And  Auani* 
is,  hcarUijf  (heie 
fconlSj  felfdown, 
and  g:iyc  up  the 
cMF;  and  great 
uiT  Qiuc  on  all 
ibetn  that  beard 
Art*  tljiingt 


what  a  horrible  ?nd  (hocking  impiety  is  this  i  How 
durft  you  thus  yield  yourfelf  up'co  Satan's  power,  and 
a£t  und$r  bis  influence  to  do  his  work,  in  belying  the 
Spirit*  that  Holy  One,,  who  abhors  all  iniquity/ 

n  « by  falftdy  pretending  to  a£t 
as  generous  and  zealous  a  part  as  any  other,  by  his  Tug* 
geftionto,  and  influence  upon  you  ;  or  in  attempting 
kordeCrive  him,  as  rdiding  and  a£Ling  in  us,  the  apo- 
flies  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  hypocritically  profeffing 
to  offer  to  us  the  whole  price  of  the  land  ypu  have 
fold,  and  at  the  fame  time  deliberately  and  con- 
fultedly  with*holdiog  a  part  of  it  for  yofir  own  pri¬ 
vate  u  id 

4  While'  yon  had  the  eflate  in  yoor  own  peflVflion, 
was.it  not  a  property  that  you  might  have  kept,  if  you 
would  ?  And  alter  you  had  thought  Jit  to  fell  it,  was 
not  the  money,  at  your  own  difpofal?  You  was  under 
no  neceffity  either  of  felling  it  at  all ;  or  afterwards, 
if  you  were  minded  to  add  any  thing  to  the  common 
ftock,  for  the  ufe  of  the  church,  you  was  at  full  liberty 
to  pur  in  either  a  parr,  or  the  whole  of  the  price,  juft 
as  you  pleated:  Why  then  have  you  thus  freely  con* 
fen  ted  to  Satan's  temptation,  who  could  not  have  for¬ 
ced  you  to  it,  by  ufing  and  contriving  this  fraudulent 
management  in  your  own  wicked  heart,  as  being 
drawn  away,  and  enticed  to  it,  by  your  own  lulls  of 
covetoutbefs  and  ambition  i  You  hare  herein  been 
guilty  of  a  mo  ft  abominable  and  aggravated  lie,  not  to 
man  only,  but  to  the  Holy  Spirit  htmfelf,  who,  yon 
know,  eminently  dwells  and  works  in  us,  and  who  is 
truly  and  properly  the  heart  *  fearching  God,  and  will 
not  be  mocked;  but  will  (everely  avenge  the  affront, 
in  jealoufy  for  his  own  glory,  and  to  detef  others  from 
any  fuch  further  infults  upon  him,  to  the  corrupting  of 

the  church. 

5  And  as  God*  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mcfhitti l 
difpeafarion,  made  fearful  examples  of  Nadab  and 
Abtkttj  for  offering  Orange  fire,  and  of  Corah  and  his 
company,  for  rebelling  again  ft  Mopes  and  Aaron  t  by 
immediately  ftriking  them  dead*  {humh.  iii,  4*  and  jm- 
1,-35*);  f°i  10  vindicate  the  honour  and  authority  of 
the  gofpel-difpenfatton,  which  was  newly  fet  up,  as 
foon  as  Ananias  heard  Peer's  awful  rebuke,  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  the  Lord,  to  whom  he  had  lied,  (truck  him  with 
fuch  mighty  vengeance,  that  he  inftantly  fell  down, 
and  died  upon  the  fpot ;  and  this  tremendous  judgment 
had  its  defi ruble  good  clTcfl  upon  all  that  heard  of  it, 

fo  a$  to  fill  them  with  exceeding  great  awe  and  dread 

t  P  of 


VoLt  HI 
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tf  And  the  young 
mm  ar  oft ,  wmi  qd 
hijn  np,  and  car¬ 
ried  him  out,  and 
buried  Ji 


f  And  it  was  a- 
bom  the  fpace  of 
three  hour*  after, 
when  hit  wife,  not 
kor>«i  n  g»  hat  vn 
done,  came  in* 


$  And  Peter  an- 
fvend  onto  her, 
Tel!  me  whether 
ye  CM  the  hnd 
forfo  much?  And 
Hie  Tatd,  Td,  for 
£>  much. 

p  Then  Peter 
Aid  on  to  her 
is  it  that  ye  hate 
agreed  together  to 
tempt  the  Spirit 
of  the  JjOrH  ?  be¬ 
hold,  the  feet  of 
them  which  hare 
buried  liiy  huf- 
band  ore  at  (he 
door,  and  ftuii 
carry  thee  out.  ' 


I  ©Then  fell  he 
down  ftrafghtway 

at  his .  feet ,  and 

yielded  up  the 
ghorft  i  and  the 
young  'mm  came 
in,  sod  found  her 
dead,  and,  carry¬ 
ing  wr  forth*  bn* 
ti*H  Act  by  her 
huAund. 

It  And  great 
fear  came  upon 
aU  ihe  churchy  lid 

upon 


of  ever  attempting  to  ad  fuch  an  impious,  hypocriti* 
cal  part  afterwards. 

6  And  as  form  as  Ananias  expired,  feveral  young 
men,  there  prefcut,  got  up j  and,  according  to  the  u- 
fual  manner  of  burying,,  wrapped  thecorpfe  about  with 
proper  grave* clothes,  and,  carrying  it  out  of  the  com- 
pany,  gave  it  a  decent  interment.  • 

1  About  three  hours  after  he  was  dead,  Sapphire. 
his  wife,  being  ignorant  {as  Providence  would  have  it) 
of  what  had  befallen  him,  came  into  the  room,  where 
the  apoftlee  and  the  other  difciples  were,  expecting  her 
(hare  of  thanks  and  apphafe  Hr  confuting  to  the  fale 
of  the  land,  and  to  the  furrender  of  the  money  for  the 
ufe  of  the  church. 

8  And  Peter  laid  unto  her.  Tell  me  honeftly  and  ) 
truly,  whether  your  hulband  fold  the  eft  ate  only  for  fo 
much  money  as  he  brought  to  the  charitable  food : 
And  fhc,  thinking  to  conceal  the  fraud,  as  (he  hippo* 
fed  her  hulband  had  before,  boldly  anfwered,  Yes,  it 
was  juft  for  that  fn m‘,  and  no  more. 

9  Then  Peter,  knowing  the  utter  falfehood  of  what 
(lie  had  faid,  replied.  How  tnonftronfty  wicked  and 
furprizing  is  ir,  that  both  your  hulband  and  you,  who 
profefled  to  be  fincere  converts,  Ihould  thus  coofuit  to* 
get  her  to  try  whether,  the  Spirit'  of  God,  who  refid  es 
in  us,  could  fee  through,  and  bring  to  light,  your  grofs 
hypocrify  and  liel  And  how  durft  ye  run  the  defperate 
rifle  of  trying  whether  he  knew  it  or  not,  and  of  pro¬ 
voking  him  at  this  rase  ?  Behold  his  fevere  vengeance 
on  fuch  bold  tranfgreflors  i  As  your  hulband  has  been 
it  ruck  dead  for  his  heinous  fin,  the  feme  perfcns  that 
carried  him  to  his-  burial,  are  jnft  now  returning,  and 
areat  the  very  door  of'  this  houfc ;  and  they,  in  like 
manner,  fliall  immediately  be  the  bearers  of  your  body 
to  the  grave, 

to  Whereupon  fhe  alfb,  being  fuddeflly  ftruck  as 
with  a  dart  from  heaven,  fell-  down-  at  the  apoftle’s  feet, 
where  she  whole  of  the  money  ought  to  have  been 
laid,  and  inftanrly  expired :  And  the  young  men  com¬ 
ing  in,  and  finding  her  dead,  bore  her  cprpfe  to  the 
place  of  interment,  and-  buried-  her  dofe  by  her  huf- 
band,  where  they  both  lay  together  as  monuments  of 
-  vindictive  juftiee,  for  the  notorious  lie  they  had  told, 
and  the  affront  they  had  offered  to  the  Holy  Spirit* 
ii  And  this  was  fuch  an  evident  and  awful  appear¬ 
ance  of  divine  jcaioufy,  bolinefs,  and  refen tment,  as 
filled  the  whole  church  with  folemn  reverence  of  the 
Spirit  of  Chfift,  as  manifclliHg  himfelf  ip  and  by  the 

-  apoftles, 


Cfc.  v«  ite.  Acts  if  ikt  p&dphnfot  ft 


ftpOti  ituotfry  M 
beard  (hdc  thingii 


li  And  by  the 
fctndv  of  die  apo» 
ftki  well  Ai&ny 
/jgojand  voadert 

the  people  s  (and 
they  were  all  with 
one  accord  In  So 
Ionian’*  jHtfch  ; 


apoftles,  and  with  a  religious  fear  of  Offboding  him  j 
and  the  generality  of  other®,  that  beard  of  thefe  thihgs* 
were  in  great  conftertlatioo  and  dread,  like  the  men  of 
Bcfb/btone/bj  (*  SM*  vl^  id*}  as  utiahle  to  (land  before 
this  Holy  Lord  God*  who  bad  fo  tremendoufly  ylndi* 
cated  his  own*  and  the  a  pottles  honour*  in  the  new 
difpenfariott  that  was  introduced  amorig  them* 

il  And  (Ull  further  to  confirm  its  divine  authority* 
and)  at  the  {ame-time,  to  fofren  its  terrors*  and  (hew 
its  gracious  and  dired  tendency  and  delign*  abtin^ 
dance  of  other  miracles  were  wrought,  all  of  the  raer«* 
dful  (Vain,  as  tokens  of  the  prefence  of  God's  good* 
nefs,  as  well  as  power,  with  the  apofUes*  who  per* 
formed  thofe  wonderful  works  upon,  and  in  the  view 
Of,  great  multitudes*  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  ik-n,)$ 
And  the  tnembere-of  the  church  werefo  far  from  tour^ 
muring  agairrft  the  a  pottles*  for  the  judgment  cxecu* 
ted  upon  two  ofHhcii  number,  that  they  tirtanimoufljr* 
affectionate)  yT  and  frequently  aflembied  for  public  wor* 
ihip  with  them,  in  the  grand  paffjge  to  the  temple* 
called  Salmon**  porch*  (Sec  the  paraphrafe  on  chap*  iiu 


13  And  of  the 
ml  durit  no  mati 
jHa  bitnfdf  10 
Uum  *  bat  the 
people  mairjpSttt 
i  facia*  ■ 


14  And  bd tes¬ 
ters  «ire  the 
mflfc  added  to  the 
Lurd,  multitudes 

bn'h  of  ram  and 

womcDj ; 


IS  Infoniildi 
tha  they  brvught 
forth  the  fiefc  Into 
rhe  ftacu  ,  «nd 

lud  ibtm  od  bnfi 

2  ad  ooacfcffpthtt, 
at  tbt  latl ,  the 

ihfljtfw 


II* 


1 3  But  (*)  the  reft  of  the  people  were  fo  terrified  at 
the  hidden  death  of  dnaniat  and  Sapphira^  *  thar  none 
of  them  durft  join  thrmfelves  to  the  church  in  a  hypo* 
critical  manner,  under  pretence  of  being  converted*  while 
they  were  Conicious  to  thcmfelves  that  they  really  were 
not  fo  t  Nevcrthetefs,  the  bulk  of  the  common  people 
had  a  high  veneration,  and  fpoke  very  refpe£kfully  of  the 
apoftlcs,  and  of  the  wonders  of  mercy  and  judgment 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  bad  wrought  by  them. 

41  And  real  believers,  who  cordially  embraced  that 
gofpel,  were,  by  a  divine  influence  attending  and  blef* 
find  all  thefe  means,  more  abundantly  added  to  the  via¬ 
ble  church  of  Chrift,  to  make  a  public  folemn  profeflton 
of  his  name,  even  vaft  numbers  of  both  fetes,  male  and 
female,  who  are  ail  one  in  Chriji  Jeftts :  (Gal.  Hi.  i8.) 

15  And  fo  famous  were  the  miracles  wrought  by  that 
divine  power,  which  was  fo confpicoous  in  the  apoftlcs  * 
and  lb  high  did  Peter  efpecially  ftand  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people,  that  they  brought  their  lick  and  weak  friends 
oot  of  their  houfes  into  the  ftreets  of  Jentfalemt  and 

there  laid  them  on  beds  and  couches,  as  hclplefs,  m  in¬ 
ferable,  and  moving*  objects,  that  when  this  great  apolUc 
of  the  ciicumeifion  Ihoutd  go  that  way,  he-  might  have 

compallton 


N  O  T  E. 


*  I  have  here  given  «hat  I  lake  to  be  the  would  fee  other  interpretations  day  tazbSX 
nuft  gamine  fttib  of  theft  words;  be  tbit  Dr  ifihijtti  On  shit  vcui. 

f>  a- 
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Jtudonr  of  Peter 

pifliog  by  jnigbt 
over  (bailonr  fooic 
4f  them. 

id  lljcrt  came 

alio  a  multitude 

m  of  the  tines 
rouod  ibonr  onto 
'ufJem,  bring- 
ngfkk  (bits  and 
them  which  were 
Vexed  with  uO’ 
clean  fpiriu ;  and 
they  were  belled 
every  one. 


i 


companion  upon  theca;  or  th at,  at  lea ffct  the  lhadow  of 
bis  body  might  paffi  over  fomc  of  rbem^  which  they  be* 
lieved  would  be  effeffuaj  for  healing* 

16  Great  multitudes  alfo,  upon  the  report  they  had 
heard,  came,  with  the  like  faith,  out  of  the  cities  and 
country  towns,  all  round  about  Jerufdem^  bringing  along 
with  them  fomc  people  that  were  tick  of  various  diftem* 
pers,  and  others  that  were  pofleffed  and  tormented  by 
evil  fpiiits:  And  all  thefc,  according  to  expectation, 
were  miraculoufly  cured,  as  faft  as  they  were  brought, 
to  the  further  increafe  of  the  reputation  of  Chrift’s  fer* 


it  Then  the 
high  pritft  mle 
up,  and  all  they 
that  »t«  vltn 
him  ,  (which  is 
the  iett  ol'ihc.sad- 
ilucces,)'  am!  were 

Cllal  with  indig¬ 
nation. 


iQ  And  hul 
tWf  haiutaonthe 
jpoftte*,  and  put 
thetn  In  the  com¬ 
mon  prifi>n* 

ip  But  ihe  an- 

of  ib*  IjhtJ 
ny  ni^ht  opmed 
the  prUhrwlrtorji, 
and  hrought:heni 
forth,  and  raid, 


xo  Co  ,  ft  and 
and  ijx-ak  :n  :he 
lempk  to  i he  Pett¬ 
it. 


vants* 

1 7  On  occafion  of  people’s  thus  flocking  to  the  apo* 
files,  and  their  doing  fucb  wonderful  works,  the  high* 
prieft  was  roofed  and  alarmed,  as  were  alfo  ail  his  party  #» 
which  were  of  the  Sadducean  fcQ. ;  and  they  were  ex* 
ceedingly  provoked  with  envy  at  them,  and  in  zeal  for 
their  own  principles,  to  think  that  the  apoftles  gained 
fo  much  ground  upon  the  people,  by  preaching  the  doc* 
trine  of  Child's  refuriecfkn,  and  that  they  tbcmfclves 
had  not  taken  more  effectual  me  a  furea  to  put  a  flop  to 
them,  who,  in  this  way  of  going  on,  were  like  to  over¬ 
turn  the  power  of  the  priefthood,and  their  own  notions 
of  a  total  and  final  death  with  the  body* 

1 8  And  fo  they  ordered  all  the  apofUes,  (ver*  a$0  to 
be  apprehended,  as  Peter  and  John  had  been  before, 
(chap  iv.  3.);  and  for  the  greater  tenor  and  difgrace,  as 
well  a*  confinement,  to  be  clapped  up  in  rbe  common 
jail  with  the  mod  infamous  and  notorious  criminals. 

ip  But  the  Lord  Ohrid,  whofe  caufe  they  cfpoufed, 
and  who  will  ever  own  them  that  appear  for  him,  and 
truft  in  him,  difpatchcd  an  angel  from  heaven  the  follow¬ 
ing  night,  who  burfl  the  locks,  bars,  and  bolts;  ftruck 
the  keepers,  that  werefet  upon  watch  and  ward,  with  a 
fenfelcfs  ftupor,  and  opened  the  prifon-docr ;  and  then 
conducted  the  apoftles  fafe  out  of  the  jail,  giving  them 
at  the  fame  time  tbc  following  charge,  faying, 

20  Notwithflanding  alt  the  fury,  prohibitions,  and 
violence  of  your  enemies,  and  without  fearing  any  thing 
from  them*  go  on  with  your  Lord’s  work  ;  repair  to  the 
temple,  and  there  ft  and  and  fpeak  refolutely  and  bold* 
ly  in  the  face  of  your  mod  inveterate  and  powerful  ad* 

veriaries: 


NOTE. 

*  Tkcnt  tbei  ivrrc  Unt*  fans  to  |;g*  along  in  this  hiftory  tppcir  to  have  been  the 
tifTy  p(.Tfuns  S)f  lik  puiy,  nuJ  to  intimity  tnoft  furious  tflvafnics  to  the  ttpoflb, 
that  he  himfrlf  was  a  ar*H  that  .i  wlwA  chief  huftndi  wai  to  prcicb  a  Tifcn 

jmi  part  of  the  fanholrfm  now  CAnhtlnl  of  iavhmr,  and  the  doftri^s  that  depend  tip- 
pofons  tf  tbit  left,  though  Itrtr*  win  alfb  a  on*  and  ftandeennetted  with,  that  grat  u* 
mixture  of  'Pkinfiei  <vilh  them,  a*  appears  liele  of  the  Chiiltisp  faith* 
irom  tfj**  itJiiiu  ti-  And  the  Saddtietts  s*Ll  „ 
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pkt  all  the  wordr 
of  this  life. 


%j  And}  when 
they  heard  tbatt 
Ih^y  entered  into 
the  temple  early  in 

th£  moruing,  and 

Unghc  Sot  the 
higjh  prkrt  came* 

atwlthey  that  were 

wiib  him  ,  and 
called  the  council 
together,  and  all 
the  ftaatc  of  the 
chshLrcn  of  Ifiac!, 
and  knttothepit- 
lion  to  have  them 
brought. 

11  But,  when 
the  Mftuxnt  came, 
uni  found  thrm 
iw>!  in  the  prifon, 
they  rgiamedatid 
told, 

a  3  Saying,  The 

pnfon  truly  found 
we  tout  itjtb  all 
fiifrfy  ;  and  the 
keeper*  Handing 
iTi'Jioiir  before  the 
CuiX* :  but  when 
ut  hdd  ojiened,- 

wr  found  no  man 
within. 

14  Kow  when 
the  high  prieit, 
ar.dlhe  captain  of 
the  tcmplf  ,  and 
the  chief  pridU, 
he.vrdthele  things, 
they  doubted  of 

them 


verfariea:  And  as  many  of  the  commoo  people*  whofe 
fouls  are  as  precious  as  any  others,  wifi  be  brought  to 
hear  and  recede  your  tdtimony,  preach  to  them  every 
thine  that  relates  to  the  doctrine  of  eternal  life,  through 
a  lifen  Saviour,  which  the  Sadducees  deny,  but  which 
is,  of  all  others,  worthy  to  be  called  by  the  name  of  life* 

21  And,  upon  hearing  tbis  from  fuch  a  heavenly 
mefferiger,  they  took  courage  $  and,  embracing  the  very 
firft  opportunity,  went  into  the  temple  early  on  the  next 
morning}  and,  in  the  mod  public  manner,  preached 
la  I  vat  ion  to' eternal  life,  through  the  lately  crucified  Ttnd 
rifen  Jefus.  In  the  mean  while,  the  high-prieft  and  bis 
par ti fans,  fuppo&ng  that  the  apoflies  were  Util  in  fafe 
cuftody,  went  and  fummoned  together  ao  extra  or* 
dinary  council,  calling  io,  not  only  the  members  of  the 
fanhedrim,  hut  like  wife  w  T "»  all  the  elder- 

(hi  p  of  Ifraelt  that  ufed  to  meet  as  judges*  in  other  courts 
at  JertifaUm  \  and  then  fent  fome  of  their  officers  to  the 
jail,  ordering  them  to  bring  the  prifoners  before  them* 

2ii  aj  But  when  the  t  officers  went,  in  obedience 
to  their  ‘commands,  and  found,  to  their  great  furprife, 
that  all  the  apoftles  were  got  out  of  jail,  they  foon  came 
back,  and  made  theif  report  faying,  We  have  been  at  the 
prifon  to  execute  your  orders}  and  truly, at  our  arrival, 
we  found  all  thr  doors,  and  every  thing  about  it,  fall, 
without  the  leaf!  fignrof  a  breach, in  any  part  whatfoever  } 
and  we  faw  the  guards  in  their  proper  polls,  Handing 
without  fide,  and- watching  the  doors  with  all  imagina¬ 
ble  care  and  diligence  :  But,  to  our  own  and  their  great 
aftonifhment,  when  we  unlocked  the  doors,  and  went 
in,  we  could  not  find  fo  much  as  one  of  the  prisoners 
that  we  were  fent  to  fetch. 

24  When  the  high  pried  and  the  captain  of  tbe  tem¬ 
ple,  and  the  beads  of  therwenty-fourcourfes  of  the  prielts, 
(fee  the  note  on  Matt -  in  4,)  heard  this  account,  they 
were  perfectly  non-pluH,  being  in  the  utmoft  doubt  ami 
perplexity  of  mind,  ro  think  how  this  could  polfibly  be* 
what  it  was  like  to  come  to  in  fuither  events,'  and  what 

meafurca 


N  O  T  E  B. 


*  There  were,  fays  Dr  Ughtfict  uii  this 
pliee,  or  elders*  of  two  other  }n* 

Hk'oiotict  in  j  one  In  the  owrer 

or  to  SvlvinQiit  porch;  and  the 
in  the  Inner,  or  the  beautiful  *aie  nf 
th**  temple*  confifling  of  twnty-ih^  rcen 

a-pirtv;  and  fo  tins  Imfy  higjt-prictt  califtl 
her  all  the  three  courts*  or  benches  of 
iu.!pas  in  JttuftiL'w  ,*  one  hundred  and  fc- 
\nn;tcn"itt  all,"  Lf  there  was  a  foil  appear- 
^i^1,  (thcL>jrJ  lb  difpoftng  ii]  that  all  Jus 
-jMfllcij  and.  all  !::s  chili  enemies  mi^ht 


+  Thrfe  ftmn  to  have  htxn  wittier  trecle- 
Ji'ifttnl  or  civil  efter*;  for  the  (v^z* 

fE:dt)  by  which  x^j  try  he?  c  cxprcftl’d,  prt>- 
jwrly  iigniliej  mtnijii rs  ,*  ao.l  1  do  tv->1  ttwl 
that  it  is  ncr  uted  for  milUarv  officer* :  A* 
:hc!c  therefore  wrrf  nr.dcr  the  romnrn  nd  of 

I l*i-  ciipUln  nf  ifcc  icmpk-*  )  we 

nitty  rather  conclude  that  this  was  the  rap- 
t:rin  of  the  fcveral  lmeheS  which  tin*  prints 
kept  in  the  tempk,  ih^n  rf 
riUsn,  iit  the  tpwer  of  ^L»|£{V¥,  accirdi^ 

die  note  ojt  iv,  i. 
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Ch.r. 


Ibom  vhcnuntn 
this  troiiH  grov* 

t  y  TJicn  timt 
QUcandtcUthim, 
fiyiup,  Iktiold, 
the  ntce  whom  ye 
pw  in  prifoii  are 
(landing  in  ibc 

tefnpk*aDd^j  th¬ 
in#  ihe  people. 


tfl  Th«  vtnt 
the  cjptiio  frith 
the  officers,  and 
brought  tbeai 
without  violence 
(fee  they  feared 
the  people  ,  kft 
they  ftrautd  haye 
bfvq  ftopsdi) 


IT  And,  when 
they  had  brought 
them ,  they  fa 
jtfem  before  the 
council:  and  the 
high  pv:dt  a/Led 
them, 

a&5*ying,  Did 
not  we  llr-dt:/ 
fotnmand  yon  , 

that  y*na  th^uld 
t)Ot  <Lidi  in  this 
duucJ  .and,  bc- 
ESS ,  ye  have  fill* 

pd  J^rafaltm  with 
your  doctrine, a od 
uittnd  to  thring 
thk  min's  blood 
Upon  us. 


meaftires  they  ffiould  take  to  prevent  any  bad  conic* 
quences  of  it  to  themfcivee  arid  their  church. 

aj  And  (J*)  what  added  to  their  confirmation  was, 
that  in  the  mid  ft  of  all  their  anxiety  and  confufion  of 
thought,  there  came  one  into  court,  and  brought  them 
ftrange  tidings,  faying,  How  amazing  is  what  I  hare  to 
tell  this  venerable  body!  The  very  men  whom  ye  yefter- 
day  threw  into  the  common  jail,  and  took  fo  muen  care 
to  fecure  there,  are  this  in  ft  am  fhnding  openly  and  bold-, 
ly  in  the  temple,  aitjl  preaching  to  the  people,  in  con* 
tempt  of  your  authority,  juft  as  they  ufed  to  do  before 
they  were  taken  up  for  ir. 

2 6  Upon  this  information,  the  captain  of  the  temple 
himfelf  went  with  the  officers,  (urr.  a 2.)  and  got  the 
apoflles  away,  in  as  civil  and  refpeftful  a  manner  as  pof* 
ftbie,  without  offering  to  frize  them  with  violence,  or 
to  treat  them  with  any  rudrnefs ;  they  taking  this  method, 
qot  from  any  fear  of  God,  or  real  regard  to  tbofe  holy 
men,  but  for  fear  of  exafperattng,  and  being  ft’oned  by 
the  common  people,  who  had  agreatefteem  and  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  apofiles,  and  were  now  again  brought  to 
favour  Chrift’s  righteous  caufe,  as  formerly,  though 
when  he  came  upod  his  trial,  they,  under  the  influence 
of  the  priefts,  cried  out,  Crucify  him,  crucify  him. 
( Luke  xxiii.  «.) 

77,  28  And  as  (bun  as  the  captain  and  his  officers  had 
taken  them  from  the  company,  they  brought  them  into 
court ;  and  the  high-pritft,  as  prefident  of  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  council,  ft  vs  rely  reprimanded  and  upbraided  the 
ap oft les,  as  though  they  bad  broke  prifon,  as  well  as 
difobtyed  orders  j  and  impetioufly  demanded  of  them, 
faying, Do  not  ye  remember  that  we  not  long  ltncc,(c^sp, 
iv.  1 8.)  after  having  flitwn  much  lenity  ana  forbearance, 
ftriftly  charged  two  of  the  chief  among  you  in  open 
court,  on  pain  of  our  higheft  dtfplc^fure,  never  once  to 
rpention  the  name  of  Jefus  more,  or  prefume  tq  preach 
up  his  refurre&ion,  and  other  things,  to  his  hopour,  by 
a  pretended  eommiffion  from  hint  ?  and  yet  behold  the 
in  foie  nee  and  contempt,  the  unpardonable  affront,  and 
abufc  of  our  goodnefs  )  Ye,  in  defiance  of  all  our  kind, 
nefs,  authority,  and  power,  have  induftrioufiy,  and  in  the 
mod  public  manner,  fpread  your  new,  deteftable,  and 
ernicious  doQrioc  through  all  JtruftUem  our  great  and 
oly  city ;  and  it  plainly  appears,  hy  your  behaviour, 
that  yc  deCgn,  if  poffible,  to  bring  the  great  eft  guilt  and 
fcantia]  upon  us,  and  to  Incenfe  the  people  agatnft  us, 
for  having  fhed,  what  ye  call  the  innocent  blood  of  this 

man,  whom  we  cannot  thipk  of,  but  with  the  utrnoft 

abhorrence 


t 


Gh.  Ar 
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10  Tbrn  Peter 
u)d  thitfArr  apa- 
ft  Ictaufwt  red^d 

Ijid,  Wc  ought  lo 

obey  God  lather 
lluo  mtD, 


30  Th*  God  of 
Cur  f 31  hen  ra;fcd 
up  Jefot,  «bom 
yc  (kw,indhio^ 
ed  on  a  tree. 


Him  hath 

God  exalted  with 
his  right  hud  Jo 

if  1  Prince  and  a 
S  iviour ,  for  to 
give  repentance 
to  Ifrid,  and  foe* 
givmcfiof  Heu. 


3*  And  we  are 

liis  uiuieflc*  of 
iltci't  things;  and 

ft 


abhorrence  and  contempt  y  bat  of  whom  ye  talk  as  high* 

ly,  as  if  he  were  e  non-fuch  for  osrth,  dignity,  and 
power,  and  for  fan&ity,  and  being  in  favour  with  God. 

39  Then  Peter  and  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  who  con¬ 
curred  with  him,  and  fpakein  their,  turns  for  tbemfeives, 
courageoufly  replied,  faying.  Human  laws  are  never  to 
come  into  competition  with  the  divine ;  .and  as  thofe  of 
us,  that  were  thus  iuterdi&ed  by  your  augnft  body  be¬ 
fore,  have  inti  mated,  [chap,  iv,  191}  fo-we  all  now  ftand 
to  it,  that  it  is  our  undoubted  and  indifpeufible  duty  to 
'’obey  the  commands  of  God,  rather  than-nny  injunctions 
of  the  greateft  men,  or  councils  on  earth,  whenever  they 
arc  inconfiftent  with,  or  contrary  oneto  the  other,  which 
is  the  prefent -cafe }  and,  wjptfoever  may  be  the  confc* 
quence,  we  are  neither  afraid,  nor  aOiamed  to  preach 
Chrift,  even  to  you  you  rfe  Ives,  in  hope  that  be  may  blefh 
it  to  Tome  of  you. 

30  The  fum  of  our  do&rine  is  this :  The  God  of  our 
fathers  whom  ye,  as  well  as  we,  own  for  your  God,  and 
who  entered  into  a  peculiar  vifible  covenant-relation 
with  them  and  their  children,  raifed  up  Jefus  fir  ft  2- 
mong  you  as  the  greateft  of  prophets, to  whom  ye  ought 
to  have  hearkened,  according  to  God's  own  prediction 
and  command  by  Mofu,  ( Dent .  xviii.  15.)  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  to  teftify  his  higheft  approbation  and  acceptance, 
he,  as  the  Cod  of  peace,  reconciled  to  tinners,  through 
the  blood  of  bis  atoning  facrifice,  jvhich  is  tbe  blood  cf 
the  everlafiing  covenant ,  brought  our  Lord  Jefus  again 
from  the  dead,  (Neb.  xiii.  30.)  whom  ye  really  murder¬ 
ed,  though  under  the  form  of  alaw-procefs,'and  that  in 
the  moil  ignominious  manner,  by  hanging  him  on  the 
accurfed  tree,  as  if  he  had  been  the  vileft  of  malefactors. 

3 1  Even  him  has  God  not  only  raifed  to  life,  but  like- 

wife,  by  a  glorious  operation  of  his  almighty  power,  has 
exalted  to  the  greateft  dignity,  honour,  and  univerfal 
dominion  in  heaven  and  eanh,  that  he  may  live  and 

reign  on  high,  with  all  authority  and  grace,  as  a  Prince 

enthroned  in  all  the  glory,  majefty,  and  power  of  his 
kingdom,  and  as  the  only  all-fuflictent  Saviour,  able  and 
willing  to  give  to.  the  whole  Ifrael  of  God,  inclulive  of 
thofe  very  Jews  that  crucified  him,  the  moft  neceflary 
and  ineftimable  bit  (Tings,  even  repentance,  by  the  ef¬ 
fectual  working  of  his  Spirit  upon  the  hearts  of  tbe  moft 
obdurate  and  impenitent  j  and  the  free  and  full  pardon 
of  all  the  trefpafies  of  the  very  word  among  them,  thro' 
faith  in  his  blood. 

33  And  thefc  things  we  fpake  with  thenitmoft  a  (Tu¬ 
rin  ce  j  being  appointed  by  Chrift  bimfelf  to  teiUfy  them, 

2nd 
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/e h  »lfo  the  Holy  and  having  been  ourfclves  witnefles* particularly  of  his 

rtfurreaion  and  afeenfion  to  glory,  and  of  the  wonder* 
tlut  obey  him,  ful  and  endearing,  fruits  of  his  exaltation :  Yea*  the  Ho* 

ly  Ghoft  himfelf  like  wife  bears  uriraefs,  in  the  higheft 
manner,  to  thefe  important  do&rines,  who,  with  coorin* 
cing  light,  and  powerful  energy,  works  in  and  by  us, 
and  has  made  many  others,  together  with  ourfelve3t 
partakers  of  their  fweet  and  happy  influence  ;  and  wbdm 
God  has  given,  and  will  ft  ill  further  give,  to  all  that  are 
brought  to  yield  themfelvcs  up  tothe  obedience  of  faith, 
flnd  chufe  to  obey  him,  rather  that)  man*  all  thefe 
have  the  wittiefs  in  themfelves,  and  are  a  fuccefli on  of 
vitneffes,  upon  experience,  of  the  facie  things:  And 
there  is  virtue,  grace,  and  merit  enough  in  this  Lord  of 
glory,  to  melt  even  pour  hearts  into  repenting  for  rows, 
and  to  extend  free  forgivenefs  to  you,  that  had  fo  deep 
a  hand  in  his  crucifixion* 


3j  When  th^y 
heard  x  h 

were  cot  Iff  fbe 
hart ,  and  took 
counfc)  to  flay 
{hem. 


14  Then  flood 

there  hp  prif  \n  the 
council p  a  Pbari- 

(ct,  named  Guna- 
|L],  a  of 

Jaw,  had  in  rrpti- 
Ution  among  ,eII 
the  people,  and 
commanded  to 

■  ' 

put  the  apn files 

forth  a  little  /puce. 


jj- 


4nJ  Tati 
unto 


33  When  the  council  heard  this  plain  and  touching 

difeourfe,  in  fie  ad  of  fuhmitting  to  its  ftrength  and  evi¬ 
dence,  or  relenting  with  godly  for  row,  like  them  that 
were  pricked  in  tbeir  heart,  (chap,  11*  37,) ;  and  in  He  ad 
of  feeking  forgivenefs  of  fins  from  the  exalted  Saviour, 
they  were  cut  through  with  indignation,  rage, 

and  envy ;  and  immediately  were  for  confuhing  roea- 
fures  about  putting  all  the  apoities  to  death,  and  fo  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  them  at  .once,  and  effe&ually  preventing  the 
further  progrefe  of  tbe  gofpeh  t 

34  But  {^}  as  Toon  a&  ibis  unrighteous  and  barbarous 
defign  began  to  difeover  itfelf,  a  check  was  put  upon  it 
by  a  learned,  grave,  and  venerable  man  of  the  aflembJy, 
viz*  Gamalitl ,  who  was  of  ibe  ft€t  of  the  Pharif*est  a 
noted  feribe,  or  teacher  in  their  public  fchools,  and  a 
man  of  confiderabie  influence,  character,  and  eftcem*a- 
mong  the  people  for  wjfdom,  learning,  and  piety,  the  * 
fame  perfon  that  was  tutor  to  Saul  oiTarfust  who  after¬ 
wards  became  the  great  apoflie  of  the  Gtntile$y  (chap* 
xxii.  3,)  this  famous  rabbi  got  up,  and  ordered  all  tbe 
apoftles  to  be  taken  for  a  little  while  out  of  court,  that 
there  might  be  the  greater  freedom  of  debate. 

35  And  upon  their  withdrawing,  he  being  an  ene¬ 
my  to  the  corrupt  notions  of  the  SadditcftS)  and  having 
favourable  thoughts  of  the  apoftles,  and  a  regard  to  the 
common  principles  of  humanity  aud  juftice,  and  to  the 

public 

T  E* 

iL  *5,  iB*)  and  was  the  gnndfrn  of  the  fa- 
mous  one  of  the  moft  ennnttit  i- 

morg  the  Jt wij*  doiiurct*  See  Prii .  C«tr<rff, 
vol*  II.  U  vilL  p.  5*8, 


NO 

*  U  is  Jikew:fe  prohaVy  fcppofcd  from 
what  is  -r»-.n4  rn  T4imu/u*tt  trrit:Aii5.  rhat 
Gd'fl  (  iW  was  the  fhu  of  «*o  J  old  Si- 
ctwt/j,  ur h  >  tj  ok  Chrrft  up  in  hts 
wher.  he  prci“r»:ed  in  the  tunple,  (Lctr 
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unto  them  t  Ye 
jneaof  llracijufce 
hoed  to  ywifdvci 

vfiat  yc  iatrnd  to 

do  t  u  touching 
;!;dc  wo* 


For  before 
thefc  days  tofe  up 
Thcudtt  ,  boaiJ- 
■ing  himfdf  to  be 
C ime  body  ,  to 
whom  a  number 
of  men  ?alxjut  four 
hundred  t  joined 
themfelvei :  who 
vu  flain,  and  all, 
Aft  many  aft  obey¬ 
ed  him, were  frit¬ 
tered,  and  brought 
to  nought, 


public  peace,  made  the  following  prudent  and  pacific 
fpeech,  Ye  rulers  of  God’s  people  Ifrael7  who  ought 
to  be  governed  by  reafon  and  religion,  it  greatly  behoves 
you  to  be  very  cautions,  and  to  take  heed  of  doing  any 
thing  rafhly  in  a  paffion,  and  to  eonlider  matters  tho¬ 
roughly  and  calmly!  as  in  the  fight  and  prefence  of  God, 
before  ye  determine  any  thing  againft  tbefe  men. 

36  For  ye  all  well  know,  that  fomc  time  fiace,  one* 
Tbtudas  fet  hirofelf  up  as  the  bead  of  a  party,  pretend¬ 
ing  to  be  a  man  of  great  authority  and  power,  and  that 
he  would  do  wonderful  feats  $  and  he  fo  far  impofed  up¬ 
on  the  people,  that  about  four  hundred  men  joined 
him,  in  hopes  of  great  preferment  under  him  ;  and  yet 
he  was  foon  cut  off,  and  his  caufe  died  with  him;  For 

*  |T 

all  bis  party,  that  bad  followed  him,  immediately  dif* 
perfed  and  came  to  nothing,  without  any  more  ado  j  and 
fo  fared  us,  and  the  civil  government,  allfurtbertrouble 
about  them. 


37  After  th\* 
mail  rot  up  JucU* 
of  Galilee,  in  rhe 
diyi  of  the  tax¬ 
ing  and  drew  a- 
way  much  people 

after  him :  be  li¬ 
ft  periftedt  and 
atlj  even  ar  many 
as  obeyed  hjni, 
were  dUptricd. 


36  And  now  I 
/ty  UDtD  yon.  Re¬ 
frain  fro*i  tbefe 
men,  and  let  them 

I'bne :  for  if  thi# 
£  fjnJcl  t  or  thU 
v-ogkj’be  of  men, 
it  will  come  to 
uuught; 


37  After  that  impoftor,  there  rofe  up  another,  viz* 
one  Judas  of  Cuz/i/«,  who  appeared  in  the  reign  of  Cafar 
Atigujlusy  when  the  decree  was  iffued  out  for  a  general 

enrollment,  [Lvk't  ii.  1.);  this  man  alio,  fetting  up  with 
high  pretences  for  liberty,  deluded  the  people  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  abundance  of  them  ran  after  him,  and  bad 
great  expectations  from  him  ;  But  he,  in  like  manner, 
fopn  came  to  an  untimely  death,  and  all  his  adherents 
were  thereupon  difeomfited  j  and  we  heard  no  more  of 
them. 

38  And  now,  my  brethren,  let  us  learn  wifdom  and 
temper  in  the  prefen t  criGs,  from  thefe  examples,  and 
not  go  into  any  hafty  aruTviolent  meafures,  to  punifli 
or  reftrain  thefe  men  by  force,  that  have  been  brought 
before  us;  For  if  the  furprifing  (lory  they  tell  about  the 
refurreftioti  of  Jefus,  the  head  of  their  fe£t,  who  we  are 
fine  was  actually  crucified,  and  their  celebrated  mira- 
cles,  in  his  name,  be  all  the  whim  and  work  of  filly, 
weak  euthuGafla  ;  nay,  if  the  whole  of  this  affair  be  the 
artful  contrivance  and  juggling managementuf  cunning 
impoftors,  who,  under  a  pretence  of  religion,  are  carry¬ 
ing  on  fecular  views,  we  may  reafonably  conclude  from 

whar  has  been  in  the  foremen  tioned  in  fiances,  that  their 

-  * 

£aufc  will  foon  die  with  their  Maficr  j  Divine  IV evidence, 

and 


N  O  T  E. 

0  How  far  tlie  per  Ions  uul  fafls  ffffirrd  C^,  Jill  voL  IT.  p.  )fj}  »n<t  Mr 
in  this  and  the  foLbubig  verie  agree,  or  tiifett's  /fronts  at  KnyVft  Irfilnw,  p. 
JTagr«¥  ro  account  o f  TAcjwMj,  By  all  which  it  appears,  lh-1  the  T&siutitt 

and  of  Jitiiai  of  GaMktt  whom  he  ilfocdU  fpoken  of  by  Jiff  phis*  was  an  m  her  of  fh&t 
J-dis  U&nfoi'itti,  the  curioup  rcwlcr  may  jnr  nn«K*,  ului  Tt»ie  K*forc  the  itc.ida*  SWtn- 

I  1  himftlf,  by  confrlttn**  Dr  te*frtjwt  on  lioi.td  by  ncr  lie red 
ili-j  phefj  auJ  Dr  Lirdwr'i  Urtii.  of  u  c 
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3D  Rot,  if  Hlfcc 
ofdat^ytAORnr 
oicnbrow  if ;  left 
haply  ye  4*  fonwl 
*ivr*t  To  fight  •- 

piitfi  God* 


40  And  tnhia 
fliey  agreed;  and 
when  they  h«l 
Called  (lie  »pr  tl  k 
ind  beaten  thm* 
they  rawmaivtrd 
that  they  Ibuald 
not  (peak  in  the 
of  Jcfiis, 
and  let  them  go. 


41  And  they 
departed  from  the 

prelctwc  of  the 
council,  rejoicing 
that  they  were 
tiiinttd  worthy  id 
fb  flier  fhame  tor 
bis  nairwi. 


43  And  drily 
lit  the  cent  pic  #  and 

in  cTtTy  hoofe* 
cealid  not  to 
Inch  and  prcacb 

CtiilL 


and  the  ararfe  of  things,  will  undoubtedly  in  a  little 
tine  difcover  their  defigns,  and  fuffidently  expofe  the 
men  to  tmiverfal  contempt }  and  fo  we  need  not  rifle 
our  preTent  reputation  with  the  people,  by  ufing  defpe- 
rate  methods  to  deltroy  what  will  fall  of  isfelf. 

39  But  if  what  they  fay  and  do,  with  plaufible  appear¬ 
ances  of  truth,  fhould  prove  to  be  the  effc£l  of  Cod’s 
own  connfel  and  operation ;  it  wopld  be  vain.  Impious, 
aod  dangerous  for  yon  to  exert  human  authority  or  force 
to  fupprds  it  i  for  bit  c  sun  ft l  w ill fond,  and  be  -wilt  do 
all  bis  fleajuret  (If  xlvi.  10.)  till  therefore  we  fee  the 
event,  we  ought  to  be  very  pareful,tbat  we  attempt  no¬ 
thing  of  that  kind,  left  we  thould  happen  to  contract  the 
dreadful  guilt  of  waging  war  againft  the  great  Godbim- 
fclf :  Wo  to  ban  that  Jlriveth  •with  bis  Makers  ( Ifa.  xlv. 
9.)  for  my  part,  1  tremble  at  the  ooufcquence  of  fo  do¬ 
ing. 

40  And  this  fpeech  was  fo  rational  and  touchings 
that  the  generality  of  the  council  were  fo  far  foftned  in 
their  tempers,  and  influenced  to  fall  in  with  the  prudent 
advice  of  this  learned  fenator,  as  to'  drop  the  deflgn  of 
putting  the  apoftles  to  death  :  And  yet  fo  great  was 
their  rage  againft  them,  that  when  they  had  ordered 
them  back  into  court,  and  to  be  tgnonumoully,  openly, 
and  feveiely  fcourged  for  a  pretended  contempt  of  au¬ 
thority,  they,  in  a  haughty  and  menacing  manner,  Unfit¬ 
ly  charged  them  never  to  make  ufeof  the  name  of  Chrift 
any  more  in  their  preaching  or  performances}  and  fo 
dilmiScd  them  for  the  prefent. 

41  They  thereupon  went  away  («»»  wpao-rt 

from  the  face  of  that  auguft  aflctnbly,  without  reviling 
them;  and  fo  far  were  they  from  being  difeouraged,  or 
afliamcd,  or  intimidated  by  their  commands,  or  by  the 
indignity  which  had  been  £0  injurioufly  put  upon  them; 
that,  on  thecontrary,they  rejoiced,  not  only  amidft  their 
fuffi-rings,  but  in  the  thought,  rhat  the  Lord  Jefua  had 
fo  highly  honoured  them,  as  to  give  them  an  opportuni* 
ty  of  bearing  a' public  and  becoming  teftiraony  to  him, 
by  undergoing  the  greateft  reproach  among  men,  for  the 
fake  of  his  glorious  name  and  caule. 

42  And  fo  far  were  they  from  giving  heed  to,  or  be¬ 
ing  reftrained  by,  the  haughty  prohibitions  and  ill  ufage 
they  had  met  with,  that  they  went  on  with  their  work, 
as  vigorously  and  conftantly,  or  more  fo  than  ever,  both 
publicly  In  the  temple  to  all  forts  of  people,  and  more 
privately  in  every  houfe,  where  they  came,  totbeir  friends 
and  feUow-chriUians  j  labouring  night  and  day,  both  in 
lacrcd  and  in  common  time,  to  explain  the  gofpd  ol  fal- 

vation. 


Ch,  ri. 
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vat  ion,  and  particularly  to  preach  up  Jefiu  Chrift  as 
crucified,  and  rifen  again  From  the  dead. 

m 

R  EC  OLL  EC  T  I  O  NS. 

How  eftfily  do  the  eorrupfcroti*  of  mtn‘»  hearts,  and  (he  temptation*  of  junta* 
tion  and  covet oufaeft  draw  them  into  ft  lie !  But  how  abominable  ia  this  fin,  e- 
fpcdrily,  when  it  turns  into  bypocrify  towards  God ;  and  moft  of  alt  when  it 
proceeds  from  athriftical  conceits,  at  if  the  Divine  Spirit,  who  ia  fcim&lf  God, 
ajid  manifcftly  a&ol  as  fiich  in  the  apoftks,  does  not  know  it,  or  cannot  bring  it 
to  light  !  And  how  Ihould  finnen  trtmblc,  and  profcflbr*  of  Chriftiatnty  be  a- 
fratd,  at  the  thought  of  prevaricating  with  that  God,  who  can  ftrifce  Gan  and 
hypocrites  dead,  and  vindicate  the  honour  of  hi*  laft  and  brightest  difpeoiation 
of  grace T  by  terrible  things  it:  righteoiifncfe,  on  tbofc  that  would  bring  his  au¬ 
thority  under  conte mpU  And  yet  with  what  blind  and  ralh  zeal  have  many,  un¬ 
der  a  pretence  of  religion,  fet  tberofdve®  agoinft  (he  moft’cmioent  mimtitrs  of 
Chrift,  and  therein  fought  againft  God  l  But  biaboun&l  and  work  thall  ftand,ia 
defiance,  and  to  the  coufrtfion  of  all  that  «p{x>fe  them  ;  and  he  can  raife  up  ad¬ 
vocates  for  his  righteous  caufe  from  amonjgft  it*  molt  inveterate,  learned*  and 
potent  enemies:  And  time  remarkably  has  he  owned  and  encouraged  his  faith¬ 
ful  frmntSj  opened  pri (bn*  doors  for  them,  wrought  wonderful  miracles  of  mer¬ 
er  and  power  by  their  hands,  retrained  and  over  ruled  the  fury  of  mkn,  awed 
the  multitude,  and  increafed  the  church.  In  the  mid  ft  of  all  human  attempts  for 
frpprcffiug  it,  to  the  confirmation  of  the  gofpd*  and  of  our  faith  !  And  how 
great  foewr  the  terrors  and  reproaches  may  be,  that  any  of  us  endure  for Ch rift's 
rarne*fake#  we  may  drfgrifr  them  alt,  and  count  them  our  glory  ;  and  dinting 
to  obey  God,  rather  than  man,  hold  on  our  way  to  own  and  honour  him,  and 
pubhfii  the  pnufes,  of  a  once  crucified,  and  now  rifen  Redeemer,  who  is  exalt¬ 
ed  as  a  Prince  and  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and  forgivtoeft  of  tins,  to.  tbe 
moft  hardened  and  guilty  criminals.  - 


CHAP*  VL 

r 

The  inflit  ution  of  tbe  office  of  deacons  for  difpojing  of  tbe  church's 
flock,  with  the  octafmn  ef  if,  and  an  ( tccount  of  the /even  that  mere 
thofen,  I, — 7.  Stephen,  one  of  tbe  fleoeny  is  deputed  agnrafl,  and 
accufed  to  the  fanhedrim,  8,t-14.  And  appears  before  them  vitb  an 
angelic  luflri  on  bis  countenance ,  1  y. 

tk*t.  Paraphrase. 


tipiied  ,  thetc  a- 
r-:(ci  raurreuring 
of  ihc  Grtcutua- 


Trxr,  PARAPHRASE. 

^'S*y**n  whra  A  rTER  feme  time,  when  converts,  chiefly  from  a- 
the  number  of  the  mong  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  were  fo  exceed 

jiieipieswwmut-  jngly  multiplied  and  added  to  the  church,  that  there 

r^'eimulwwing  wcre  fiercely  benefa&ions  enough  for  a  comfortable 
oir  ihc  Grecuusa-  fupply  of  all  their  poor ;  tbeir  beautiful  harmony  was  fo 
2iinft  lJ?  far  broke  in  upon,  that  there  arofe  heart-burnings  and 

complaints  among  thofe  Chriftians,  who  were  Jems  by 
neele&d  in  »be  birth,  but  ufed  the  Greek  language  in  their  fyoagogues, 
Hiiljr  mjniflntt-  and  common  convention,  (fce  the  note  on  John  xii. 

2®.)  againlt  thofe  that  continued  to  read  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment,  and  to  fpeak  in  tbe  Hebrevt  tongue  $  becanfe,  in 
the  diftribotion  cf  the  public  charity,  which,  to  prevent 
profufenefs  and  ill  hufbandry  in  the  poor,  was  made 
day  by  day,  as  occalions  required,  they  fufpe£bed  at 
leaft,  that  due  care  was  not  taken  of  tbe  Grecian  wi¬ 
dows, 
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dows,  and  others  of  their  poor,  while  the  greate ft  regard 
was  lhewn  to  thofe  of  the  Hebrew  denomination,  as  tho' 
thefe  were  to  be  deemed  the  mod  worthy,  and  to  have 
the  moil  liberal  allowances  from  the  fund,  which  hail 
indeed  been  principally  raifed  by  contributions  from  their 
Hebrew  friends* 


t  TJicn  the 
tn'i-lw  catkd  the 
multitude  of  (he 
dil'ctplts  onto 
them,  2nd  fiid,  It 
is  not  rcafon  rhd 
we  lhoufd  leave 
the  4 oral  of  God, 
and  Cerve  tablet. 


j  Wbmfnre , 
bitihren,  look  ye 

ocf  jmonjvoufc* 

^  + 

vcd  nwnof  h^odl 
rrpoit,  fullof  the 
Jljly  (jhofl  and 
wil'doro, 


2  Hereupon  the  twelve  apoftlcs,  though  they  had  ta¬ 
ken  all  poffible  cafe  to  mate  impartial  diltributions  to 
every  ncceffitous  obje£t,  and  had  attended  this  fcrvtce  as 
far  as  their  other  more  important  affairs  admitted,  pru¬ 
dently  fummoned  the  church  together,  who  had  a  joint- 
intereft,  right,  and  concern  in  fettling  things  to  their 
own  fatisfaftion  ;  And,  as  Jethro  advifed  Mofes  to  call 
in  afliftance  forjudging  fmallcaufcs,  becaufe  the  whole 
of  hfa  former  work  was  too  heavy  for  him,  (Exod  jcviii. 

drc.J  fo  they  fpoke  to  the  whole  community,  faying. 
As  the  managment  of  the  church's  flock  now  takes  up  a 
great  deal  of  oar  time,  and  occaiions  jealoufies,  that 
may  prejudife  honed  fouls  a  gain  ft  us  and  our  nriniftry, 
it  is  by  no  means  fit  or  proper,  that  we  fhouid  be  divert* 
cd  from  our  great  work  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  and 
fpend  our  time  in  daily  ordering  out  of  the  common 
fund  fuch  fupplies  as  are  needful  for^upporting  the  ex* 
pence  of  facred  ordinances,  and  relieving  all  that  are  to 
be  maintained  by  it  #. 

3  Therefore,  brethren,  (for  fo  we  now,  and  from 
henceforth  efteem  and  call  you,  with  the  urnioft  affec¬ 
tion,  as  members  of  Chrift,  and  heirs  of  the  heavenly 
inheritance  together  with  us)  carefully  confider  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  fix  upon  feven  men  out  of  your  owi  number 
of  believers,  which  may  be  fuflicient  for  the  prefeut  j 
men  that  have  an  eftablilhed  reputation  for  integrity, 

}  and  are  plentifully  endued  with  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  gifts  and  fpcciil  graces  of  the  liofy  Spirit,  to 

guide 

NOTE. 


*  As  dl  iKcdtry  eipfncti  for  ciuyin^r 
on  the  wurlhip  of  God;  and  as  theapoftles 
tk’ial’dves,  as  well  u  the  poor,  trtrt  doubt- 
Ids  to  fcs  fupportd  out  of  the  cornmnn 
flock*  I  hive  Riven  fucb  a  paraphrufe,  u 
tn»y  lalie  in  the  Lord's  table,  and  the  tables 
of  the  apofUct,  and  of  the  poor  members  of 
the  church ;  though  the  direct  and  itnme* 
tfUie  detail  nf  the  office  was  to  lake  care  of 
the  poor*  And  it  »  natural  to  think,  that 
though  Stephen  and  PbiSp,  and*  perhap-, 
forw  othm  of  thefe  fiHl  deacons,  after- 
uitrds  (urachal  the  gofpcl :  ycr,  that  they 
C\d  this*  not  by  virtue  of  their  dcacunffiip, 
hut  of  fume  other  eoinmUGon  given  o> 
them  as  ev^ngrlidi ;  which*  f  apprehend) 
they  received  rot  before,  but  af:er  they  had 
lui\  rittlcD  to  chat  office :  For  though  u 


was  fir  that  they  (bould  be  capable  of  sdninh 
fti  log  fptritual  couofrl  on  all  proper  oCCa* 
fions*  and  have  a  ipirir  of  difeerrung  in 
thofe  days*  as  may  be  intimated  in  their  be- 
in g  fall  tin  Hoty  Gfaj};  it  U  not  likely 
that  they,  who  were  already  eeangditls, 
fhould  be  So  Car  diverted  fr>m  their  main  tu* 
penor  work,  as  to  fcrvc  tables:  And  there¬ 
fore  it  does  doc  appear  to  me  that,  as  Jbmc 
hive  tho  ugh  r,  thcJ'e  were  p*rt  ot  the  fevea- 
ly  djfclpki  which  were  thuieo  and  ordain* 
ed  by  oorLord  Mmfctf,  (Luhx*  >•)  though 
they  were  probably  fome  of  rhe  bundled 
and  twenty  mentioned  dmpl  i*  tj. ;  and  pof- 
(iHly  when  any  of  thcTe  o^minutucrl  evange* 
lifts,  fltbers  were  cWrn  into  the  detcoeh 
office  in  their  room. 
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wi£tfrai,whoffl  we 
may  appoint  over 
ibi*  tafineij. 


4  Fat  we  will 

jkt  mirfelv&ean- 

tlimalK' to  prayer, 
uij  to  the  mini* 
(try  of  the  word* 


^  And  the  fay¬ 
ing  pleated  the 
whole  multitude. 
And  they  chofc 
Srephen  ,  a  man 
full  of  fall  hand  of 
rht  li  tly  Ghofta 


guide  and  affift  them  in  the  wife  and  faithful  difeharge 
of  tbeir  duty,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ii.  3.) ;  and  that  are 
of  approved  prudence  to  order  things  to  the  belt  advan¬ 
tage,  whom  we,  purfuant  to  your  ranee,  and  with  your 
con  lent,  may  fct  apart -for  this  very  ufe, (£r‘  T£r  &••*< 
**»?*%)  namely,  for  performing  the  office  of  deacons  in 
difpofing  of  the  church-flock,  {per.  2.)  . 

4  But  as  for  us,  the  apoftfes  of  our  Lord,  we,  accord- 
ingto  the  original  defign  of  our.  office,  will  give  our- 
felves  up  entirely  and  oninterruptcdly  to  the  great  duties 
of  folemn  prayer  forall  affiflanceand  fuccefs  in  the  work 
to  which*  wc  are. called,  and  of  miniftring  the  word  of 
God’s  grace  )  and  fo  labour  in'  the  fervice  of  Chrift  and 
louts,  with  all  diligence  and  perfeverance,  and  look  up 
to  him  for  a  bleffing. 

5  And  the  whole  Chrtflian  foclety  were  extremely 
taken  with  this  propoftl,  as  a  happy,  expedient  for  re- 
ferving  full  liherty  to  the  apoflles  to  go  on  with  their 
teftimony  to  the  Lord  Jefus  )  and,  at  the  ft  me  time,  for 
taking  due  care  of  the  temporal  affairs  of  the  church  ; 


and  Philip ,  and 
Pno^htmis  *  and 
Nicatior*  vid  Ti- 

moit,  amIP*rm6> 
nas,  ;jnd  Nicola?, 
aptryftJyKOf  All- 
rioch : 


Accordingly,  upon  ferious  deliberation,  they,  with  great 
harmony  and  joint-concurrence,  m  *dc  choice  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  perform  for  the  deacon^  office,  viz.  Stephen*  a 
man  eminent  for  faith  and  fairhfuhuls,  and  ii-bmidamly 
enriched  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Gholt  - 
and  Philip*  who  afterwards  vmt  about  preaching  Chrift# 
{chap,  viit,)  \  to  thefe  two  eminent  men  they  joined  Pro* 


chorus*  and  Nicanor ,  anti  Timon*  and  Parmettar*  and  * 
Nicolas*  who,  before  fais  convcrfion  to  the  f  lirh  of  Chrift, 


had  bem  a  profdytc  of  righteoufuefs  ;  and  fo  by  reli¬ 
gion  zjrwy  though  a  native  of  Antioch  In  Sjria ,  and  fo 
a  Gentile  by  birth. 

faheFor«th«  ®  Thefe,  the  brethren,  (wr,  3,)  prefented  to  the  a*. 

iikr^’and^Een  P°^cs  as  r^r  perfons  whom  they  had  chofen  to  thia 
they  had  prayed,  office;  and  the  apofHes  thereupon  recommended  them 
th=y  bid  &ar  cot^e  bleffing  of  God  by  prayer*  and  laid  their  hands  u- 

AtI  °n  1  cmv  pon  them,  as  a  vifible  token  ihat  God  would  bids  them, 

and  be  flow  ftill  further  gifts  and  qualifications  upon 
them,  fora  wife,  faithful,  and  ufeful  di (charge  of  the 

trull  which  was  then  committed  to  them. 


N  O 

*  All  theft  deacons  having  Greek  name?, 
ft  cm  do  hive  been  of  the  Grecian  or  Jfdle- 
lUllicdL  put  of  the  church,  tlut  fiisr  poor 
infill  have  nn  room  fur  further  com  plaint* 
<rt‘  being  ncjIcAerl  tn  the  diltHbrnbns  of  ihe 
pu'-iic  money.  Stephen  and  J *bz£p  arc  fpo- 
k:i  of  at  large  in  (his  and  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  chapters ;  but  tli«  ftriptanr  never  men* 

fi'.-it s  any  of  the  red  again,  ualcJi  this  Si- 


7  And 

T  2. 

eefat  were  the  man  from  whom  the  abomi¬ 
nable  ftfl  of  the  (poitLii  of 

Rev*  ii  6t  js*  took  their  name.  If  Ik;  nd- 
vanecd  tJic  impure  notions  which  audacity 
fays  they  held*  be  mult  b:  Je^n^nlDd 

from  hii  firft  faith ;  UtH  k  foems  from  £tt~ 
ftwas,  {Fsrfef*  Witi*  Hb.  m,  cap-  *p,)  that 
by  iajnrious  miicondiuttioi^  of  hi&.rtords, 
they  lathered  th;;ir  filthy  docliioci  upon  tutu » 
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T  Affdttitwanl 
of  God  movafcd; 
rod  i  lu  lumber  of 
thedirdpb  muU 
tiptied  to  JcrnCi* 
len  greatly;  and 
a  gnat  company 

of  the  pridls  wet* 
obedient  10  die 
HUk 


ftAndSlcplicD, 
IVdl  of  faith  and 
power»  did  great 
woodert  rod 
rack*  among  the 
poopt 


^  Then  them* 
tofc  COTtin  of  the 

f|TO£Dgo&»  which 

a  called  ibt 

of  the  Li- 
Demoet,  and  Cjr- 
reaUn^  and  A- 
kftnd  riant,  and 
oft  hem  of  Cilicia, 
and  of  Afia|diTpu* 
tbgwkii  Stephen* 


to  And  they 

ane  not  able  to 
ttlift  tlic  wifdocn 
and  ebe  Spirit  by 

which  he  Jp*kc» 
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7  And  aB  tbe  peace  of  the  church  was  now  again 
reftered,  and  the  apoftles  were  di  (incumbered  from  its 
iecutar  concerns,  and  more  at  liberty  -than  before  to 
purfue  their  main  work,  they  fpread  the  do&rines  of 
Cbiiil  in  their  miniftrations  with  growing  fuccefs  ;  fo 
that  even  in  JerufaJem  it fel f,  where  Chrifthad  been  re* 
jefkcd  and  crucified,  it  took  root  in  many  hearts,  and 
converts  daily  increased  more  and  more  among  them  j 
yea,  a  great  number  of  the  JewiJb  priefts,  that  ufed  to 
he  Jotne  of  tbe  moft  inveterate  of  our  Lord V  enemies, 
were  effectually  wrought  upon  by  his  Spirit,  and  brought 
over  to  believe  on  him,  according  to  tbe  divine  com* 
mand,  and  to  yield  all  holy  obedience  to  God  by  faith, 
(»«*•"  »»  '«"«)  as  its  genuine  frnit  and  effeft. 

8  And,  for  the  (till  greater  propagation  of  the  gof* 
pel,  Stephen)  being  a  man  of  abundance  of  faith,  zeal, 
and  holy  courage,  was  fpirited,  autborifed,  and  enabled 
to  preach  it,  and -to  confirm  it  by  wooderful  miracles, 
which  were  {«*<**}  figns,  publicly  exhibited,  of  God's 
owning  it,  in  tbe  light  of  all  tbe  people. 

9'  But  as -there  were  various  fynagogues  for  helienift 
Jews,  and  for  profelytes  of  different  nations,  to  aliena¬ 
ble  for  prayer,  and  reading  of  the  law,  and  other  reli¬ 
gious  exercifa ;  and  they  were  generally  tbe  great  eft 
zealots  for  Judaifm,  for  the  fake  of  which  they,  of  all 
others,  were  moft  expofed  to  contempt  and  fufferiiigs 
in  their  refpe&ive  countries :  So  there  were  fame  that 
belonged  to  the  fynagogues  of  fuch  freed-mcn  of  Rome, 
or  their  dependents,  as  had  obtained  this  privilege  by 
gift,  or  purchafe,  tbe  firft  of  which  were  called  Libert  i, 
and  the  fecond  Libertini,  in  diftinttion  from  original 
Native  Freemen  ,*  and  there  were  others  that  belonged 
to  the  feveral  fynagogues  of  Cyreneaui  Alexandria,  and 
of  Cilicia,  and  AJia,  who,  thinking  tbemfelves  a  match 
for  Stephen ,  whatfoever  they  might  be  for  the  apoftles, 
openly  oppofed  him,  and  challenged  him  to  a  difpute* 
about  the  grand  points  of  Chrifttanity. 

io  And  he,  readily  embracing  tbat  opportunity  to 
vindicate  the  great  doctrines  of  a  rifeti  Saviour,  fpoke 
with  fuch  judgment  and  courage,  clearnefs  of  evidence, 
and  force  of  reafoning,  by  the  immediate  a  IE  (lance 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  according  to  Chriil’s  promife 
(hut*  xxi.  15.)  that  they  were  fairly  confuted,  and 

perfefUy 

W  O  T  E. 


*  The  dUpuwnti  againft  Stofbta  wen, 
probably,  ciiher  tbe  niton,  or  Ibme  other 
of  the  moft  learned  and  arete  jneo  of  the 
fchocJs,  bdangi>i*>  to  the  fynigogoa  where 
the  foreign  youth  were  educated  in  Jcwijb 
learning;  u4  «  U  of  Tarjet  nt  a  great 


fchotir,  of  fhurt  pens,  end  furious 
egainlt  Chrifiunity,  >i  is  vciy  likely  tb 
wn  concerned  in  thefie  debates,  a*  well 
the  ftnnftiff  of  Set  fit*  to  dwib,  ««»/ 

Si.  ndrSke. 


Cb.ri. 
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«3 


perfedkly  confounded  ;  being  ianpdde  of  maintaining 
their  ovra  arguments,  or  of  nuking  any  tolerable  re¬ 
ply  to  his. 

1 1  But)  hi  Head  of  fubmitting  to  evidence,  and  re¬ 
joicing  in  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour,  they  were  the 

raged  to  find  tbemfcives  this  pahlicty  ha  filed 


God- 


vi  Theft  they 
fuSarncl  rom 
w-bkeh  faid,  We 
hM  heard  him 

ip«ik  bbfphe*  uuj  eipofed ;  asd  therefore,  when  they  could  not  fep- 

port  their  caufe  by  realdning,  they,  as  is  too  common 
in  fuch  cafes,  betook  thenafd  res  to  violence  and  falfe- 
bood,  underhandedly  ioftru£Utig,  perfnading,  and  bri¬ 
bing  certain  mat,  that  had  no  coufcience,  to  give  out 
a  charge  of  this-  .import.  We  have  heard  this  doughty 
difputant  vent  blafpbemtes  in  difoonoorable  and  re¬ 
proachful  rdle&iou  on  our  famous  law-giver  Mofet  ; 
yea,  and  on  the  great  God  himfelf. 

i2  And  by  this,  and  fuch  like  means,  they  railed 
the  prejudices,  and  inflamed  the  paffions  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  Jrajifb  elders  and  rabbles,  men  of  chief  au¬ 
thority,  learning,  and  influence,  againft  him  $  and 
thereupon  they,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  rulhed  upon 
him  i  and  feiiing  him  with  violence,  immediately  car¬ 
ried  him  before  the  fanhedrim  f,  for  them  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  matter* 

12  Aud 

T  E- 

prevail  firft  npm  the  aid*  upon  the 


it  Ad4  they 
ftiiwdapthcpp>* 
plc^ndtheeUen, 
ind  the 

and  eanr  upon 


and  caughc 
him,  ami  brought 

fci  to  the  ^oqdb' 
ril* 


K  O 

t  Qr  til  the  way*  that  I  hive  met  with. 
In r  (tilling  the  pftufcr  of  the  Jrwt  in  crimi* 
r>a1  c*f«,  doqc  pkrfei  me  bcucr  than  what 

the  elaborate  compiler*  of  the  Untverjtl  Hi-* 
/kry  have  given  ust  (vok  W.  p.  ajd,  aj?*) 
where  they  fix  the  jfrw/  departure  of  the 
jNf-jn,*  fbepire,  or  p»wer,  it  the  conmfinn 
vt  Corjtffft',  ihe  ivnmn  remtirioit,  the  ftrft 
frain  of  that  of  the  Gentile  world-  In  tup- 
pa  rc  of  which  they  obferve,  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  juft  rendering  of  Jowl? t  propbe 
tji  Gen*  xi;n.  io,  which  ought  to  be 
1  h  fitfift  jkalt  aif  depart^  Sec.  till  ShUoh 
esm  ;  and  tv  him  the  ttsl hits  bt  rolhtrtd ;  it 
tcmU  nor  be  totally  removed,  ttfl  this  pro- 
iriftri  converfiw  of  the  Gentile*  wav  in  fbme 
mrclijrc  acndnplitkiL  It  had  indeed  began 
to  dwindle  hiig  before,  but  there  were  Sill 
iorrx  remain*  £fi  j  they  were  governed  by 
tiicir  own  Uvt,  their  fkithttfrim  had  Hill  a 
great  power*  even  of  Life  and  dcarb :  But 
from  this  time  tc  vu  fo  tortiikd  and  reds 
red,  that  no  fooeftep  wui  to  be  Genu  of  it. 
And  tbo(e  gentleman  argue  from  the  dilftr* 
ent  procedure  of  tlw  ftnhedrifvt,  who  tried, 
cun  dr™  tied,  and  esccutod  Stephen t  by  their 
ovr?,  authority,  about  a  year  after  Chrift; 

tut,  rwniy-fix  year*  after,  they  endeavour- 
rd  to  do  the  fame  Hy  Paulr  and  were  pre¬ 
vented  by  Lrjtxtt  the  Ibrnffn  ciptue,  {Afh 

id.  ay,  &c.)  fmm  doing  it  by^tlWir  own 

atthoriry,  They  afterwards  endeavoured  to 


new  governor,  to  con  lent  u>  Id*  being  pat 
to  rkath,  and  were  refufed  hy  both,  nntef* 
after  a  fair  trial  and  convittion  at  the 
trfbnniL  And  when,  at  leqgrhb  rhey  per* 
fiuried  ihe  new  governor  to  recede  in  ftmre 
meat ure  from  his  prerogative,  and  let  them 
try  the  pretended  criming  1  them  (elves,  ihe 
apottlc  prottftrd  agrinft  it  and  appealed  to 
Cnfer*  as  tlkC  only  trPnmal  where  he  cuutd 
be  lawfully  tried.  Thin  point  it  further  ar* 
goal  from  the  judgment  which  fiyfvs,  A* 
jmpfa,  and  other*  made  of  him,  that  he  had 
dW  noibhi^  -Tv&tby  cf  death,  nr  nf 
{chap.  xxvi.  31)  at  alio  from  the  rafoii 
which  Fefint  gave  for  not  delivering  him  in¬ 
to  their  hands,  that  it  vrat  vot  the  manner  sf 
the  Romans  w  driver  dsy  nun  tv  die,  kef&et 
& c,  *  xxv.  ra  )  and  from  the  jFrurj 

Uying  in  wait  to  kill  him  by  Qnu^cni, 
iiTtre  they  cuuid  doc  get  it  done  in  a  judicial 
way.  From  all  thctc,  and  fu-:h  lik-  ton* 
fulcration*,  thole  k^rutrl  writers  cotidur.le, 
(lot  briwren  the  death  of  it  and  the 

(^1  of  Sr  Patti ,  the  Jrv$  hid  tsi!  ail  t!*rir 
power  of  trying  rricniikd  cau&si  and  iincc 
tiiis  li dlaoco  tif  ihe  litter  h  the  firft  we  mm 
with  of  their  Irting  di veiled  of  that  |»vcr, 
ahour  twenty  yean  after  Lh:  conv*rbon  of 
Cjfuefc i t  >wt  fvc.ns  to  follow  that  the  i/k 
fcCfftre  was  nor  totally  <kpaiU^t,  rUt  aftrr  -ho 

GtmUa  hod  been  extlictcd  to  JTAVw.— n«t 

ihe 


6a 
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13  And  fet 
up  falfe  witurffcs 
which  laid,  Th!i 
man  tcaTeth  nut 
to  (peak  blafphc* 
mou$  words  a- 
gatnl^  this  holy 
place  y  and  the 
law  : 


14  For  vc  have 
heard  trim  lay  * 
that  this  Jefaa  of 
Naurtth  Ouli  do* 
ftroy  this  plan, 

and  fhalt  change 
thecuflwnt  which 
Moles  delivered 


15  And  alt  that 

fat  in  thecouncilj 
looking  fttdfriHy 
<m  him*  lav  bis 

hefasit  had  been 
the  face  of  an  an* 
tfl. 


13  And  having  fajfe  wi  entiles  ready  prepared  be¬ 
fore*  band  fit  for  their  turn,  they  produced  them  in 
court,  who,  looking  at  the  prifoncr,  and  malicioufly 
putting  a  {trained  conftnjfticm  on  fomc  of  his  words, 
and  mifrep refen ting  others,  depofed  againft  him  in  the 
following  manner.  This  man,  who  is  juftly  brought  as 
a  criminal  to  your  bar,  has  had  the  impudence  to  utterf 
and  to  peril  ft  io  propagating,  wherever  he  came,  fucb 
fcandalo us  doctrines,  as  amount  to  downright  bbfphc- 
my  againft  this  facrcd  temple, -in  an  apartment  of  which 
ye  are  now  fitting,  and  againft  our  divine  law,  and 
confequently  againft  Mofeiy  our  great  lawgiver,  and  a* 
gain  ft  God  himfdf* 

14  For  we  with  our  own  ears  have  heard  him  round* 
lyaflert,  that  this  Jefus,  the  contemptible  Ifdzarenet 
who  we  all  know  was  crucified,  but  whom  he  preaches 
up  to  the  people,  as  his  riftn  Lord  and  Saviour,  will 
utterly  deftroy  this  magnificent  temple,  which  is  con* 
f cerate d  to  God,  and  will  aholifh  the  reiigious  mes  and 
ceremonies,  which,  by  divine  appointment,  Mvfot  de¬ 
livered  in  the  law,  to  be  obferv^l  by  us. 

15  But  as  all  this,  fuppofing  it  to  be  true,  was  far 
from  any  thing  like  blafphemy,  and  as  in  fact  it  after¬ 
wards  came  to  pafs  *,  whether  Stephen  at  that  time  was 
fo  far  infpired,  as  fully  to  apprehend  it,  or  not  j  lb 
God  vlfihly  owned  and  honoured  him  in  like  manner, 
as  he  did  Mo/es^  when  he  had  been  converting  with 
him,  and  receiving  the  law  from  him  the  fecondtime  in 
the  mount:  (Exod*  ixiiv.2y>  30.)  And  wbifft  he  ftood 
under  this  heavy  charge  before  the  council,  all  that  were 
fitting  there  looked  intently  and  eameftly  at  him,  astho* 
they  would  ofaferre  whether  there  were  no  tokens  of 
guilt  in  his  afpc£t  3  hut  fo  far  were  they  from  difeover- 
ing  any  thing  like  it,  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  Taw  a 
moft  amiable  innocence  and  cheerful  nefs,  and  even  an 
extraordinary  miraculous  fplcndor  and  majefty  in  his 

countenance, 

NOTES 


the  curious  ami  inqutfmre  reader,  that  would 
thoroughly  ex itn Inc  (hit  intricate  argument* 
cod  ice  how  far  the  Jem  tooUnqed  1 o  have 
the  power  of  Life  and  death*  in  natters  re¬ 
lating  to  their  own  law,  may  co-nfuft  the 
learned  and  hliourcd  difcmiHcs  of  Dr 
Lar&xr,  to  reflxsm  it>  in  his  Credibility  tf 
the  Crofpsf  HtJtory>  and  of  Mr  to  efta- 

bKfh  iti  full  extent*  in  his  frnnons  at  Bvjirs 


*  Though  from  our  Lord**  own  predic¬ 
tions,  xai,  j*  6*  and  Job*  jv*  s],  14.) 

which,  prnhably,  Stephen  Rvl  referred  to, 

tic  might  know  that  the  temple  iboold  be 


deflroyed,  and  a  ntf ore  fpiritual  Ibrt  of  mr- 
fbip  introduced  r  yet.  Goer  the  apoftles 
themfclves  did  not  for  fbmc  time  after  thU 
koov  that  the  ceremonial  law  fhould  be  ut¬ 
terly  sbulifecti,  it  may  be  a  queftton  whe¬ 
ther  Stephen  cm  fpoke  in  fuch  ftrung  Terms 
as  were  dktlgtd  by  tfaefe  wituefle*  again Lt 
him,  about  the  change  of  the  cnltoms  ifc* 
livcrctf  byM^rjsiaw;  ortf,  by  dmoe  fi'£- 
geftiofl,  he  fpoke  words  that  admitti-’d  «f 
H)tb  a  conftru  £&):>,  whet  ha-  he  biitlclf 
dearly  underftbod  their  whole  meaning,  aoy 
more  ihan  feme  of  the  antient  proplim 
did  ihdr  owe  propl:Ctt«,  (1  ftf*  i,  a?. 
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countenance,  as  I  fit  had  been  the  face  of  an  illuftrious 
angel  appearing  in  human  form.  (See  Maitb,  uviii.  3.) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  unhappy  to  it  that  money* matte rg  ihould  occasion  murmuring*  and  dir 
cnrd  in  churches,  which,  on  other  accounts,  arc  of  one  heart  and  foul !  How 
prudent  to  it  to  prevent  fuch  occafions,  by  an  impartial  application  of  their  Kbc* 
t  tf  contributions  to  the  religious  and  charitable  uits  for  which  they  were  made! 
Ami  bow  needful  is  the  office  of  deact/ns  for  this  pitrpofr  ;  and  that  men  of  re- 
r u\ able  eft iibliftied  characters t  for  good  ©economy  and  fidelity,  full  of  faith  and  of 
i'-!e  Holy  Ghoft,  be  appoints!  to  it  !  But  how  tender  fbouhl  wc  he  of  the  rights 
of  churches  for  choofing  their  own  officers,  relating  to  their  lecul-tr*  as  well  as 
Spiritual  concerns  !  The  apoftles  themfelves  wouM  not  invade  thde  rights;  and 
yet  their  directions  ought  to  be  followed  in  the  nwrdfe  of  them.  While  dea¬ 
cons  are  to  ferve  tables,  the  great  bufinefs  of  gofpt-l  mini/ters  to  to  give  them- 
ivlvcs  entirely  to  the  preaching  of  the  word  and  prayer,  that  they  may  I  tbottr  for 
the  fcrvtce  or  fouls,  in  hope  that  God  may  make  it  cflWhta! ;  ami  when  he  Is 
with  them,  ye  may  well  hope  that  numbers  of  converts,  and  even  foaie  from 
among  tlw  mod  unlikely,  fuch  as  the  bigotted  priefts  of  old,  will  be  brought  in 
to  the  Lord  and  to  his  church.  But,  O  how  defperatelr  are  carnal  hearts  let  a- 
gainlt  the  gofpe!  of  Chrift  ;  and  how  pcrvcrfely  apt  to  ctarge  his  glorious  and 
peculiar  do&rines  with  bbfphemy  I  Yea,  fiilfe  profdfors  of  religion  arc  its 
£  reateft  enemies,  though  they  cannot  gaiufay  the  spirit  cf  wifcfom  and  power 
that  appears  in  his  fervants*  and  though  miracles  themfetoes  were  to  be  wrought 
by  them,  and  God  Mm  felt"  were  to  make  their  f  ices  Ihinc  like  an  ajj  pci's.  but 
wo  onto  thofc,  who*  inAead  of  feripture,  reafon,  and  argument*  fly  to  calum¬ 
ny  and  violence  ;  and  either  fnborn,  or  fuffer  tbcmfolves  to  be  made,  falfe  wit* 
j  idles  agaiuft  them  whom  God  owns  and  honours  ! 


chap.  vir. 

S.epbcn’j-  defence  of  himfetf  before  the fanhedrim  again#  the  blafphemy 
laid  to  bis  charge ,  on  account  of  what  he  had  [aid  about  the  change  cf 
ceremonial  rites  %  and  acceptably  loorjbipping  God  in  one  place  as  well 
as  another,  i,— 19.  About  Mo/cs  anil  ha  law,  30, — 43.  And  a- 
trui  the  dejlrufiion  of  the  temple ,  44,-50.  He  applies  the  difeourfe 
to  the  council  and  his  profecutors,  51, — 53.  and  is  Jloncd  to  death, 
■while  he  -was  under  an  extraordinary  manifejlation  of  Chrifi  to  him, 
and  was  praying  for  bis  enemies,  54, — Go. 


T  F  JCT » 

THEN  CM  the 
high  prkft  , 

Atl  ih tic  tilings 


t  And  hr  Aid, 
W^n  ,  brethren , 
.vuJ  fidicrs t  hear¬ 
ken, 

Vst.  in. 


Pa  r  aphra^e. 

T^HE  high-prieft  having  heard  the  charge  of  blaf- 
phenums  wot<U,  that  had  been  laid  againft  Ste¬ 
phen,  and  not  being  fulficicmly  awed  by  the  wonderful 
luftre  that  appeared  in  his  countenance,  {chap.  13, 
14,  15.)  went  on,  as  prefident  of  the  council,  to  put 
him  upon  his  trial,  faying,  Is  there  any  truth  in  the 
things  depoftd  agatnfl  you  ?  What  have  you  to  fay  for 
yourfclf  ?  Are  you  guilty,  or  not  guilty  ? 

2  And  Stephen  made  a  noble  defence  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  Itrong  and  touching  manner:  Men,  brethren,  and 

father?,  by  whom  I  ought  to  be  treated  with  humanity, 

t  li  kinditefi, 
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Jtcn  *  The  Co<i 

of  £h«ry  app^rttf 
omo  anr  fathtrA- 
braham*  when  he 
ws  in  Mdopnra- 
mis,  before  he 
dwdcmCh^inJt, 


3  And  fi:d  un* 
to  him*  (rtt  thee 
out  of  fliy  oiititp 
try,  and  from  thy 
kindred,  in  dcome 
l\i\o  the  land 
which  [fli  Jl  thew 
thee. 

4  Then  cime 

he  out  of  ihe  Uml 
of  the  Chaldeans, 
iliddwclt  inChar^ 

nn  t 


kindnefc,  and  tendernels,  and  whom  I  would  add  refs 
with  fober  reafoning  and  feripture-arguments,  with  af¬ 
fectionate  concern  for  your  happinefs,  and  with  all  be¬ 
coming  refpcct,  I  beg  your  patience  to  hear  what  I 
have  to  offer,  with  ferious  attention,  and  without  gi* 
ving  me  any  interruption:  As  to  the  charge  of  blaf- 
phemy  exhibited  again  ft  me,  (chap*  vi*  14,)  on  ac¬ 
count  of  what  I  have  fatd  about  the  change  of  ceremo¬ 
nial  rites,  and  acceptably  worftiipping  God  in  every 
place,  provided  if  be  in  fpirit  and  truth,  (John  iv.  21, 
23,  24.}  fuller  me  to  lay  before  you  a  (bort  hiftory  of 
Abraham  and  the  patriarchs*  our  worthy  progenitors : 
To  begin  with  Abraham,  from  whom  we  are  alt  de¬ 
fended,  and  under  whom  we  hold  our  covenant-priii- 
1  eges,  when  he  lived  in  an  idolatrous  country,  viz*  in 
Ur  of  the  Cbaidtts,  (Cm*  xi.  31+  Jofb,  xxir.  2,  3.  and 
Neb*  ix.  7.)  which  lay  in  Mesopotamia,  even  then,  and 
tin  re  it  was,  that  the  great  and  bkfled  God,  whom  I 
adore,  but  who  is  exalted  above  alt  bitfling  and  praife, 
and  has  no  need  of  the  homage  of  any  of  his  creatures, 
fir  ft  mani  felted  htmfelf  to  him  in  a  cloud  of  glory  *, 
before  he  came  to  dwell  in  Charran . 

3  And  there  it  was,  that  this  only  living  and  true 
God  opened  a  door  of  hope  to  os,  faying  to  him,  (Cou 
xii.  1.)  Arifc,  and  remove  your  habitation  from  your 
native  country,  and  from  among  your  idolatrous  rela¬ 
tions,  and  go  to  fettle  in  another  land,  to  which  I  Hull 
direct  you, 

4  Hereupon  he  immediately,  without  confuting  his 
frcular  intereft,  or  his  afleftton  to  bis  native  land,  and 
the  relations  that  might  be  left  there,  believed  in  God, 
and  obeyed  his  command,  by  removing  with  his  father 
Terah,  and  hits  nephew  Lot,  together  with  his  own  wife 
Su rah,  our  of  Chaldea,  going  he  knew  not  whither, 
(Jhb*  xi.  8.);  and  he  reftded  with  them  for  Tome  time 

in 


NOTE 


+  It  I*  pen  trail  y  thought*  wiih  great  pn>- 
tnhihry,  that  this  *uk,  'i(v  (JyJ 
here  refers  to  the  pUiri^n  apprti  nice 
wMrh  he  made  in  ih-r  $ ZccInniP,  and  trnni 
whkh  he  fftnlLc  to  Afatihiitit  ;  and  11  mutl 
be  fnppofcd,  th-t  God  called  him  u*  j-o 
out  from  his  country  and  kindred,  tre*  th>r 
*vc  are  1 4  pretty  told*  that  he  br^hi  wt 
zf  L'r  Chald-^,  {Cta.  xv,  T,  an.1 
ii.  7.)  A;id  it  is  here  laid*  th^t  tltii  ms  k* 
fore  he  dwelt  in  Cbamnz  Ai*'l  when  he 
had  hre]>  Tome  iiiuc  there,  perhaps 

thought  <*f  fettling  hi  thst  cnimtry,  whirii, 
will  ;is  IV  of  theC^'/ifJ,  is  nljr-tl  Ly 
the  ancient  pogniiJiy  in  Ate/^fCLtnrtJ  k 
when  taStci  m  a  Urjcr  fenle,  than  iri  it* 


ftritoft  acceptation*  as  including  only  the 
pan*  that  are  fit  timed  between  Eupbrs;:*-. 
and  Ch^l  I  hen  probably  repeated  V.* 

oMcr  to  him  to  yv  fliSI  further,  [Gin,  \ll 
1, — 5.)  which  ifttlhd  hb.  removing  to  c.^- 
V4isttw  (uer,  4*)  And  as  this  was  ftill  revfc* 
cued  tlieUnd  of  Mefopidtiwitj,  and  his 
ihcr  .V.£er  cunt  afinwanh  with  hH  family 
and  fettled  there*  os  appears  from  Cm*  xst.v. 
to,  tj.  compared  with  (httb.  uviiu  1,  t?  ; 
fo  Apr  shim's  leaving  that  place*  and  thoft  .  - 
hi*  relations  that  were  come  thither,  h: 
would  go  no  further,  might  very  properly 
he  fill!  cdltd  his  leaving  bis  country  1:^ 
kindred.  See  Bedford's  Script,  Ctnxci 
311. 
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ran  ;  and  from 
thence,  *heu  hif 
fjrherwajdndjhe 
rvmared  him  into 
thi»  had  wherein 
ye  now  dwelL 

j  And  he  gave 

him  none  lulini- 
tmemitjfudnoK/b 
much  at  to  fel  his 
foot  on  ;  yet  he 
promifed  that  he 
would  give  U  to 

Mm  Mra  poflefli- 
on(  and  his  fetid 
dit^r  him,  i^hen 
j;  vrt  he  bad  do 
child. 

6  And  God 
fpafce  on  this 
wife,  that  Ids  feed 
J hould  fojaurji  U> 
3!'.mgcl3iidtuu] 
that  they  thou  Id 
bring  them  into 
bondage,  and  in- 
neat  them  ertl 
Mur  hundred 
year** 


t  And  the  na- 
tion  to  whom  they 
ihdibein  bondage 
will  I  judge*  faid 
<^kI  ;  and  after 
that  Dull  they 
come  forth,  and 
ferve  nu  in  this 
piece. 


in  Charran  :  And  after  his  father  died  there*  {Gin*  xu 
31*  32*  and  sii.  t»  j.)  God*  by  another  call,  (fee  the 
note  on  ver*  2.)  tranfplanted  him  frortn 

thence  to  the  land  of  Canaan^  of  which  ye  are  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  this  day. 

5  And  at  his  fir  ft  bringing  him  into  this  country*  he 
gave  him  no  prefect  pofftrfiion  here*  by  way  of  inheri¬ 
tance*  no,  not  fo  much  as  {■'**.«*  *?**;)  a  man’s  ftridt,  or 
a  foot’s  breadth  ;  fo  that  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to 
contract  with  the  Tons  of  Heih  for  the  property  of  a  bu* 
rying  gronnd  when  his  wife  died;  {Gen.  xxiii,  ly—iti.) 
Ncvertheiefs,  God  then  madcoverthe  whole  land  to  him 
by  way  of  free  promite,  as  a  poJTefiion  that  ihould  be 
actually  enjoyed  by  his  offspring  in  after  generations* 
and  that  at  a  time  when  he  had  no  child. 

6  But  (ft)  God  giving  him  the  promife  of  a  fon, 
meaning  Ifaac*  and  of  a  numerous  ifliicfrom  him,  {Gctj* 
xt.  4,  5.)  foretold,  {ven  13,  14*)  that  bis  pofterity 
ihould  be  in  an  unfrttjed  and  afflicted  ftate,  and  (hould 
be  tranfpl anted  into,  and  live  as  Grangers  in,  a  foreign 
country,  meaning  Egypt*  whofc  inhabitants  (hould  ty¬ 
rannize  over  them,  and  fubjeft  them  ro  extreme  hard- 
(hip,  like  bondfhves,  and  (hould  treat  them  cruelly) 
and  rhat  their  afih&ed  circumftances,  which  ihould  be¬ 
gin  firft  in  Canaan*  (ver*  u.)  and  afterwards  be  com* 
pleated  in  Egypt*  thould  continue  for  the  fpace  of  about 
four  hundred  years,  reckoning  from  Ifaac7*  birth  *,  or 
more  precifely  from  the  time  of  his  weaning  at  Jive 
years  old,  whem  JJbmael  the  fon  of  If  agar  mocked  him* 
{Gen  xxi.  6,  9.) 

7  And  at  the  expiration  of  that  term,  I,  hid  God* 
will  bring  fevere  and  heavy  judgments  upon  that  very 
people  who  had  long  opprefled  them  ;  and  thereupon 
your  feed  (hall  be  delivered  our  of  tbcirhoule  of  bondage, 
and  (hall  worfhip  me,  with  freedom  and  delight,  in  this 
proraifed  land.  Now  ait  this  is  an  bumbling  admonition 
to  us  of  the  mtanntfi  of  our  original ;  and  jhoitld  be  a 
caution  to  ax,  that  we  do  not  provoke  God  to  caft  us  off% 
and  turn  us  out  of  pojfefftm  cf  this  land  again  :  And  it  is 
a  plain  evidence^  that  there  was  originally  no  dijiinEHon 
cf  places^  to  which  God  confined  bis  favour ,  but  that  he 
freely  mamfefled  kimfclf  to  cur  great  father  Abraham, 
and  accepted  his  and  his  offsprings  faith ,  worfhip ,  end 
obedience^  while  they  fcjcztnicd  in  a  ft  range  land ;  and 
that  bis  regard  to  Canaan  itfdf*  and  his  giving  it  to 

them 


*  - 


*  1 Phi&f  on  the  place,  and  Sc* 

the  fcfife  given  in  ihc  Jf^raphnfe* 


p.  fur  csnifWativ^  tf 
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4  And  he  give 
him  the  oivrii'int 
of  circu motion  ; 
and  1o  AbrakeiH 

be-  Xtiid 

f!raiTntift*<l  him 

the  ci^htday;  »nH 
Ifj^c  Jaci»l»: 
aiuj  Jacob  htjat 

(he  tad vc  paui- 


p  Anti  the  p?w 
(ri-jchs  ,  moved 
wish  envy  ,  loM 
Jofeph  ir^o  B- 
JTI*  :  but  Cod 
vnu  with  him. 


teAnd  deliver* 

ed  \w-u  o'u?  of  s\\ 
hisafrmttm?*,  ai;d 
gate  h;m  favour 
amt  wifldnm  h  the 
fight  r>F  Ph.uriyh 
ling  of  L^ypt; 

and  t*e  mu  tie  b?ni 
poverrwr  over 

jEypf,  and  ill  his 
liuu&* 


Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphtafedc*  Gh.  vit. 

them  and  us ,  had  a  principal  reference  to  the  heavenly 
inker itaiice^  of  which  that  was  a  typef  and  which  we 
ought  to  he  mofi  of  all  concerned  about* 

8  And  as  to  the  change  of  rites  and  ceremonies* 
(chap,  vu  14.)  be  pleafed  to  obferve,  that  God  having 
made  his  covenant  of  free  favour  with  Abraham  and 
his  feed*  he  afterwards*  for  the  confirmation  of  his 
faith*  annexed  to  it  the  famous  rite  of  circu mcifion, 
{Gen*  xv it.  7> — 1  o*)  as  an  external  badge*  Ggn,  and 
feal  of  his  covenant,  and  of  the  peculiar  relation  into 
which  they  were  thereby  uhen  to  God,  as  their  God: 
Accordingly  when,  after  all  this*  lfaacf  thefonoftbe 
promife,  was  born  to  Abraham ,  he  circumcifed  him  on 
the  eighth  day  in  obedience  to  God's  command  :  (Gen. 
xxu  2 — ,4*}  And  as  this  was  a  Teal  of  the  righteoufneft 
of  faith,  which  he  had  being  yet  uncircumcifed,  (Rom. 
iv*  ro,  ii.)  it  fhews  that  he  was  as  much  accepted  of 
God  before,  as  after  this  religious  ceremony  was  infti- 
tuted,  and  that  there  is  no  intiinficlt  worth  in  this,  or 
any  politic  rite,  which  God  may  alter  at  pleafnre : 
And  henceforth  the  promifed  feed  begun  to  multiply 
under  the  entail  of  the  covenant;  fo  that  I/aac  begat 
Jacoby  who  was  the  lather  of  the  twelve  heads  of  our 
tribes. 

9  And  this  leads  me  to  take  notice  of  the  Rate  of 
things  with  regard  to  thefe  twelve  patriarchs,  how 
they  ferved  God,  and  were  owned  of  him,  in  a  ftrangs 
land,  and  haw  he  accompiifhed  his  word  concerning 
them,  Ye  all  know  that  Jofepb  was  one  of  them  ;  and 
God  having  revealed  to  him  in  dreams,  that  he  fhould 
be  raifed  to  dignity  and  honour  above  all  the  reft  of  his 
family,  his  brethren,  being  envious  at  him  on  this  ac¬ 
count,  took  an  opportunity  of  felling  him  to  the  Midia* 
iuta%  to  prevent  his  exaltation;  and  they  carrying  him 
to  Egypt y  fold  him  into  Haver y  there,  (Gen.  xxxvii.  5, 

but  wh lift. he  was  in  Urn  foreign  and  idolatrous 
country,  God  was  remarkably  with  him,  by  his  Spirit, 
favour,  and  blcfiingl  (Gen*  xxxix*  a,  31*} 

10  And,  by  furpriziug  turns  of  providence,  he  fee 
bim  at  liberty  from  imprifnnment,  and  every  other  ca¬ 
lamity  that  at  fuft  befel  bim  there;  and  endued  him 

/  ' 

with  fuch  extraordinary  knowledge  and  prudence,  as 
highly  reccmmcnded  him  to  the  efteem  of  Plmracht  the 

king  of  that  land  ;  infomucli  that  he  made  him  prime 
mini  (ter  of  Hate,  com  nutting  the  government  of  all  E~ 
gypt,  and  the  affairs  of  his  own  Itoudiold,  entirely  10 
his  management,  {Gen.  xli.  38,-44.  and  xlv.  8.);  God 
over-ruling  nilthis,  to  form  an  eminent  type  of  the  ex¬ 
altation- 
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t[  Now  there 

over 

ill  the  1  dud  of  E- 
"ypt  and  On  nail* 

«;il  ™reat 

4> 

oo  ;  and  nnr  fa* 
found  no 


t*  But  when 
Jacob  heard  that 
there  was  corn  In 
£*ypt  f  he  fem 
out  our  father* 
hill. 


n  And  at  the 

fr<(VS:l  ft*Kf  JO- 
i^pS  iDh  dc 

k;  10  urn  to  htsbro- 
t'lrcd  ;  a*nl  jo- 
k]jii*skiodredwas 
iti  idf  known  un* 
tU  PiliUMuh* 


1 4r  Then  fort 
te>h,j,ndcall«l 

IiU  f.it-licr  JiC  ib 
inh^n,  atidilihis 
k'ndifd  T  three- 
Jctirc  and  fitUCD 


all  a  lion  of  Chrift  in  his  mediatorial  office,  after  he  had 
been  ahafed  and  crucified  by  ihofe  yho  have  afled  an 
invidious  part  again  ft  our  great  Lord*  as  Joftph's  bre¬ 
thren  did  a  gain  ft  him, 

11  Now  after  Jtffcpb  was  thus  advanced ,  and  had 
laid  up  great  Aores  of  corn,  out  of  the  increase  of  firven 
years  of  plenty,  there  was,  according  to  his  prediction, 
an  univerfal  famine  through  all  Egypt >  and  the  countries 
round  about,  including  the  land  of  Canaan:  fo  that  it 
was  a  time  of  extreme  diftrefc,  and  thertlt  of  the  heads 
of  our  tribes,  from  whom  a  numerous  ferd,  and  among 
them  the  MelTiah  himfdf  was  to  defect)  rf,  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  perifhing  for  want  of  food  to  fuftain  them,  (On. 
xli.  461—57.) ;  and  fo  reading  in  this  land  is  no  fecurity 
again  ft  the  foreft  calamities. 

12  But  their  father  Jacob  being  then  living,  and 
having  th*ard  that  there  was  abundance  of  corn  to  be 
fold  in  Egypt)  he  firft  fent  all  his  Tons,  even  our  ances¬ 
tors,  that  were  with  him  {except  his  beloved  young 
Benjamin)  to  buy  and  bring  home  proviOous  fur  himfclf 
and  family.  (On.  xlii,  1, — -4.) 

13  And  upon  their  returning  all  loaded  wuh  corn, 
except  Simeon)  who  was  detained  as  an  hoftage  in  Egypt , 
for  Benjamin's  going  back  with  them,  {Gen,  xlii*  19,  20$ 
24  )  Jacob  fent  them,  wirh  him,  a  fecond  time  on  the 
fame  errand;  And  Jofeph ,  having  then  got  ail  his  bre¬ 
thren  with  him,  discovered  himfelfin  the  meft  moving 
manner  to  them ;  and  it  was  prefentiy  known  to  Pharazh* 
and  all  his  court,  that  they  were  his  brethren,  and  of 
tv  hat  family  ihey  were.  {Gen*  xlv.  3, — 16,) 

iq'Thzn  Jofeph*  with  the  entire  approbation,  and  by 
the  order  of  Pharaoh*  {Gen,  xlv.  16, — 24,)  fent  for  his 
father  Jacob*  that  he  and  all  the  reft  ot  hia  relations 
might  come  to  him,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  the 
number  *  ot  fevemy-five  perfous,  exclusive  of  Jacobs 
but  inclusive  of  wives  and  children. 


N  O 


*  It  is  to  tw  obGcrrcd  that  S!epbftt,fol\cvlng 
the  v:ri!o:i  of  the  fpcaksof  Jfifrples 

fctitJ-vdut  \+Jg£f{-naL*a.v  %  t*»  cwyptrfia*  aum) 

whereas  Mafcj  fptak*  ftrktly  of  them  only 
n),J  wme  titf  cf  Jacob's  wtfj£t  b<jiiUt 
i':f  fens  --mWf,  TtJirc  fixJy^jhy  (f-oi.  xlvi, 
srt.J  and  then  itidins^  ye/rtb  jnd  Jtfi'ph  iri:h 
lit*  !«■>  ions  that  a-tre  burn  in  he 

c  iJts  litem  feVL'Oty  toub  wtfri  ww  i-ua  K- 
( r* r.  *7-)  But  if  mi  la(Vc  out  ihdc 


1  >ur,  and  if,  J&ieth't  wife  iscinj;  dead, 

xwtviii.  la-)  anil  yonnji  Hctijiunhi  btiK£  lfcji- 

to  *«  a*  yet  li  or*)  3  fried,  wc  add  the 

i-.v.j  util  cs  of  Jrft'yh* $  brethren,  which 'vito 

font  far,  ini  mtfi  r-^ypt*  G?n+  x!v.  13, 
J-/  ihc  of  Ui* 


(  1  I  |t  !■■■■» 

^tSa  Ai  |  a 


T  E. 


15  So 


dcL-d,  be  fries  hU  father  who  i?  hrre 

uckoRcJ  a.  part,  were  ItA-ilydiw,  uhtdi 
Stfphc*  uy*  JzJtpb  it)  '1'hU  kerrs 

to  Lcn  moivcaf?  and  c  Lvioii'  way  of  rc^m- 
cilinjt  the  dilliTtnrv  bfirtw  n  thele 
riiaa  any  I  have  met  wuh ;  Other*  may  be 
confulrnl  in  W bitty  on  this  md  JW- 

firJ's  Script,  p-  JJJ,  a;id 

Vkicii-f  iilft*  vol.  i-  p  iiut  ubeihrr 

Mny  of  tiii  m  entirriy  d*jf  the  text  frrm 
diriicLiIfy  or  not,  it  dt=Cj  iku  aff .ft  **oy  im- 
pnrt4fit  art  it.  It  of  ihrChrithan  fjiih  or  pr^c* 
tVc,  fir  tile  drf<iKae  whieh.5k‘j>^eii  m*de  of 
l  ipneir,  m  a  loose  Jp^fvTCd  a> 

e=:rj  ifcva  c*;a:;r. 
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if  So  Jn-nH 
wnr  doirn  into 
P-jypt,  and  died, 
he  and  our  fa¬ 
ther*; 


id  And  were 
rarritd  over  into 
fiychcm,  and  bid 
in  the  frpnldire 
that  Abraham 
bought  for  a  ft  tin 
of  money  of  the 
of  Emmnr, 
the  father  of  Sp 
chcm* 


tyBntwhtfnthe 
lime  of  the  pio- 
mite  drew  nijjht 
which  God  h^d 
(worn  ro  Ahra- 
lurn,  the  people 

*  Z^w» 


15  So  Jacob  hearing  with  wonder  and  joy,  and  be* 
ing  fully  convinced  that  his  fon  jfc/epb  was  alive,  and 
was  governor  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt  %  [Gen*  xlv.  26, 
27*  28*)  took  hisjourncy  with  his  whole  family  thither; 
and  both  he  and  all  the  patriarchs,  our  fathers,  conti¬ 
nued  there  ti!I  their  death* 

16  And  a*  they  all  died  with  faith  in  the  promifes  of 
the  land  of  Camart,  and  of  a  refurreftion  to  the  heaven* 
ly  country,  of  which  that  land  was  a  type  ;  they  deftred 
to  be,  and  accordingly  were,  buried  in  Canaan:  For 
as  Jacoby  according  to  his  own  exp  refs  order,  was  hu« 
ried  in  the  cave  of  Machpelah ,  which  Abraham  bought 
of  Ephran  the  Hitiiu*  [Gen*  xlti*  29,  30,  31.  and  U 
13.)  fo  *  our  fathers,  from  whom  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Jfmet  rcfpe£lively  fprung,  were  carried  over  to  5yrAfgu 
and  htuied  in  the  feputchre,  which  +  Jacoby  one  of  A* 
brahim*6  famous  dependents,  purchased,  together  with 
a  parcel  of  ground,  of  the  foos  of  Hanner*  the  father  of 
Shechemt  for  an  hundred  pieces  of  film,  and  which 
beemne  the  inheritance  of  the  children  of  Jofipb3  {JcJh* 
xxiv*  33,)  whofc  bones  were  buried  there,  in  confe* 
fjnence  of  the  oath  he  had  taken  from  the  children  of1 
Jfraet  for  that  purpofe,  ( Gen *  I,  24,  25.J  And  fo,  tho' 
they  lived  and  died  in  a  foreign  country,  and  never  got 
pofleflion  of  PaL>Jline+  they  were  neverthelcfs  accepted 
of  God,  and  rheir  faith  was  carried  out  to  the  heavenly 
inheritance,  which  Jefus  has  brought  to  light,  and  has 
obtained  for  all  that  believe  in  him, 

17  But  as  God  is  ever  mindful  of  his  covenant ;  fo 
when  the  four  hundred  years,  {ver*  6<)  were  drawing 
toward  their  period,  and  the  time  was  coming  on  which 
he  hud  prefixed  for  fulfilling  the  gracious  proinife  he 
had  made,  and  confirmed  by  oath  to  Abrahanty  [Gen* 
mtii*  1 6,  T7,  18,)  the  children  of  Ifmet  were  fo  won* 
derfully  owned  and  bleScd  there,  that  they  were  fruit¬ 
ful 


N  o 

9  Stephen  may  hr  Gippofert  to  have  pulled 
fiver  the  bnrril  of  Jaro\  (though  rq  m^kc 
Me  htflory  r.orc  eomplcar,  1  have  pet  it  in* 
to  tbe  Parap  n  ra  m  )  and  to  have  Ipokc 
Only  of  the  interment  of  ttw  twrlvc  pa¬ 
triarchs,  who  t:it  mnrionvd  urdor  the 
Aik  of  thfir  lathers,  and  who,  dying  in  the 
fame  faith  with  Jnc&h  and  wave  pio- 

hahly  carried  lo  and  burfril  by  Vfs# I 

trero  with  the  fc.ines  of  {Fixsd.  xii\* 

tp  ^  And  Jeratve  fpcjks  of  Plata's  hjving 
pafli'd  through  and  fttn,  in  her  w*y 

from  thence,  (he  fepidchnr  of  the  twelve  pa- 
frUrchi,  Vid.  Piisfjt*  tf  ? * 

f  As  r/fp/rr  m  verv  freowrit  ii^himhe 
Uftg'i'tgc  of  the  0*d  and  N>-e  TtfUri>eait 


‘  E  S. 

(feu  feverat  inA.mc«  al  (edged  by  JFhithi  on 
ihi*  place)  and  father  or  fun  were  often  to 
be  Supplied,  an  example  of  which  we  have 
in  this  very  Ttrfe,  where  (F.ji.a*p  tv 
Emowr  of  SjeleAf  fjgmfies  f.  tumor,  the  fa* 
(her  of  Sheefcetn  ;  tml  as  ddeend* 

anu  wire  cdW  Rat bc/t  ii,  18.)  fo, 

in  th-  like  elliptical  way,  Abraham  might 
here  he  put  for,  and  by  them  that  familiar¬ 
ly  knew  the  hidury,  might  entity  be  under- 
flood  to  Ggnify  Jacob*  who  tfu  one  of  the 
posterity  of  Abraham,  and  pur  chafed  this 
borying-pUa  u  a  pledge  of  the  inheritance 
of  z\\  thU  land  which  was  promoted  to  A* 
and  in  faith  that  God  would,  ifl 
dot  time,  perform  his  promife  to  hmu 
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grew,  and  multi* 
pied  in  Egypt, 

18  Till  another 
king  arofe  which 
knew  pot  Jofeph* 


tp  The  fame 

dealt  (iihlilly  with 
our  kindred,  and 
wil  io  treated  our 
Others  ,  fo  that 
they  raft  out  their 
yowij;  children  , 
to  the  end  they 
misfit  not  lire* 


10  Tn  which 
time  Modes  was 
b  -rn,  and  watt*- 
ruriimn  fair,  and 
n^unihrd  lip  in 
V.U  Other’s  buufc 
t!:t^c  months ; 


fut  and  increafed  abundantly,  multiplied  and  waxen  ex* 
cecding  mighty,  and  the  land  of  Egypt  was  filled  with 
them,  (Exod.  i*  y.)  * 

18  'Hll,  in  procefs  of  time,  *  the  government  being 
transferred  to  another  family,  and  this  generation  worn 
out,  ( Exod ,  i.  rt,8,)atjTannica!  prince  came  tothethrcnc, 
who  ungeiierouily  and  ungratefully  forgot  all  the  good 
offices  that  Jofcpb  had  done  to  rails  the  honour  and  riches 
of  the  kingdom,  and  fare  it  from  periftring  by  famine  ; 
and  who  paid  no  regard  to  the  memory  of  this  great 
bene  factor,  or  to  his  countrymen  for  his  fake* 

19  This  Egyptian  king,  fearing  lead  our  nation  and 
family  (t*  >*>■*  **»)  fhould  grow  too  numerous,  rich, 
and  powerful,  laid  artful  fchemes,  both  to  opprefs  and 
extirpate  them,  {Exod.  u  9,  10.)  j  according  to  which  he 
dealt  cruelly  with  cur  anccflcrs,  not  only  by  making 
their  lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage  and  rigorous  exac* 
tiens  and  fervices,  {Exod,  i.  ri,  14.)  hut  even  by  or* 
dering  their  hdpkfs  male  infants  to  he  expofrd  to  the 
utmoft  danger,  or  to  be  Aided  in  the  birth,  to  the  end 
that  none  of  them  migbr  be  preferred  alive,  to  keep  up 
a  fucctfiionm  after-ages,  {Exod*  u  15,  t6,);  he  therein 
ailing  again  ft  dur  infant  nation,  as  ye  have  done  againfl 
Jefus,  and  the  infant- ft  ate  of  his  church,  by  your  en¬ 
deavours  to  fupprefs  them,  though  all  in  this  cafe,  as  it 
was  in  that,  will  prove  to  be  in  vain* 

20  Bur,  to  go  on  to  another  part  of  the  charge  a- 
gain  ft  me,  for  having  fpoken  again  ft  Mofes  and  tkdaiS) 
{chap,  vi.  11,  13,  14*)  As  to  Mofe$y  I  adore  the  infinite¬ 
ly  wife,  holy,  and  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  in 
railing  up  that  great  deliverer  to  ljracl%  who  was  an 
eminent  type  of  Jefus,  our  ftill  more  glorious  Saviour  ; 
and  of  McftS)  1  with  pleafure  ohferve,  that  it  was  in  the 
fort  mentioned  perilous  days  of  our  father’s  oppreffion 
in  Egypt)  that  he  was  born,  who  was  indeed  an  exceed* 
iug  beautiful  child,  amiable  in  the  fight  of  God,  (ar 

■ra  a6  wdl  as  comely  in  the  eyes  of  mens  -ami  as 
God  had  defig ned  him  for  eminent  fervices,  he  was 
wonderfully  preferred, his  parents  having  concealed,  and 
brought  him  up  for  three  months  in  their  own  houfe, 

not 


N  o 

*  JW^irjtelUns,  th;t  when  the  J/r.7.7:/rj 
ifl credit'd  in  number,  rkve.*,  and  ftrcnph, 
and  when  the  kingdom  wj*  UAOfUTuVi  u> 
anoihuT1  femily*  the  b^yptictrs  treat  the 
JjhiWfft  J  iutuuiifinly'i  a:ul  numived  in  op- 

pi rf*  Coca*  uirli  VHiious  fatiguing  Ubonr^ 
iio-i  as  oiirir;^  A\ke\t  eitim*  up 
h^ilr'irjr  wills  uttittd  client  tlwir  elite;,  and 
e.*Clui£  pyramids,  Jiirtk*  c^p.  O' 


T  E.  m 

ft <3.  1.  And  we  arc  toM,  that  (be kh;«t 

lx; tv  ixt  Jiftfl'i  was  a  jf»n:igncr«  who  wil!) 

a  army,  lofttf  k-y  of  yf/'V'vi;/, 

others  of  PbenirwiiSy  odwis  vl'  sir.r?irtntt 
itnd  oiljcrs  of  rhe  tfarin<s,  uhom  thcdril* 


it  sen  uf  Ejfw  drove  nut  <d’  itu:lr  land,  (Dint. 
it,  u,  li,)  invaded  and  r«m|Wrtd 
*i>d  rdted  ihriulUvcs  Fathrs  or  p-cpltrau 

Svtr  Ai Ji ,  1*  f  V  jL  tii  [)> 
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ii  Anri,  when 
he  H-is  Cift  owl, 
Pitanoli’fi  daugh* 
ter  took,  bim  up, 
tori  muriHiitl  him 
fur  her  own  lull* 


12  Anri  MoTcs 
wus  in  ail 

the  vifdom  of  the 
Eflyjjiimt ,  and 

Vis  mfjjhly  in 
vnnls  and  in 

4^4s- 


il  And,  when 
he  full  forty 
ytars  olJ,  it  came 
into  h'S  inart  U> 
v  hi  UU  brethren 
the  chiUrcn  of 


not  fearing  the  commandment  of  the  ting,  (Excxi.  Ii.  2* 
and JM*  xi.  23.} 

a  1  And  when  they  began  to  think  that  it  might  be 
dangerous  to  keep  him  any  longer  at  home,  and  hia  mo* 
thcr  thereupon  commuting  him  to  divine  protection, 
expofed  him  in  a  balket  of  bulruflies,  reeds,  or  wicker, 
cn  the  bank  of  the  river  Nik\  Pharcah\  daughter,  by 
a  fpccial  kind  providence,  came  that  way,  and  feeing 
the  pretty  babe,  her  cumpafEon  was  moved  towards  him  1 
and  (lie  took  care  of  biin,  and  put  him,  though  unknow¬ 
ingly,  to  his  own  mother  to  iiurfej  and  provided  for 
him,  as  if  he  had  been  her  own  fon*  {Exod*  11,  5, — 10.) 

21  And  as  Ahfes  grew  up,  (he  gave  him  all  the  ad* 
vantages  of  a  polite  education fo  that  he  was  well 
verfed  in  all  the  learning  of  the  Egyptians  *,  who  were 
fomc  of  the  mod  famous  people  of  that  age,  for  aftrono* 
my  and  o:her  parts  of  literature  :  And  he  was  fo  great 
a  genius,  and  fo  endued  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  that 
though  he  humbly  owned,  that  he  had  not  a  fluency  of 
exprttilon,  {ExcJ.  iv*  ro.)  yet  he  all  along  was  remark¬ 
ably  eminent  for  a  judicious,  clofe,  and  nervous  way  of 
{peaking,  and  for  managing  all  affairs  with  prudence, 
and  courage,  and  great  fuccefe,  that  came  before  him, 
whether  human  or  divine  ;  and  when  he  was  called 
to  be  a  prophet  and  law- giver,  fuch  was  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  infpiration  and  influence  which  he  had  from  God, 
and  fuch  his  immediate  coaverfe  with  him,  that  his  laws 
and  adminiftration  were  divinely  wife  and  authoritative, 
and  were  confirmed  by  abundance  of  undoubted  mira¬ 
cles:  So  that  I  efteem  Afofes  to  have  been  the  mofte- 
minent  figure  of  Ohrid  that  ever  was,  in  the  danger  that 
attended  his  infancy,  in  the  fpecial  care  that  God  took 
of  him  in  his  excellent  qualifications,  in  the  divine  au¬ 
thority  of  his  office  and  laws,  in  his  miraculous  way  oi 
confirming  them,  and  in  tbe  intimacy  of  his  acquain¬ 
tance  with  God- 

23  As  an  introduction  to  what  providence  had  fur¬ 
ther  deligned  him  for,  when  he  arrived  to  the  full  age  c : 
forty  years  +,  and  was  at  the  higheft  pitch  of  grandeur 
in  PhatasH*  court,  his  own  affedtion,  and  a  divine  im- 
ptiffe,  inclined  his  heart  to  go  and  acquaint  himfelf  with 
the  pet  funs  and  bardfliips  of  the  children  of  IfraeU  his 

kinfmen, 

NOTE 


s* 

>  That  the  *crt  in  a  grcitl  re¬ 

pute  Tor  human  kiv>4tcil^i  in  after-* grs, 
pppmrs  from  the  high  encomium  given  cf 

ajhlum,  l  hat  it  exu/hJ  d;I  ihc  wif- 
4  >m  of  rJijTfi/,  \  Ki^ s  iv,  30 

*  Afcjei,  fa  fpi'kcii  of  hy  JttvfJk  ttrittn, 

adopted  by  l£+rjtzji*r  FhzrJtS't  iLwgri- 


xetw  for  her  Too,  a*  a  man  of  great  emi¬ 
nence  among  the  «  general  oi 

their  iribits  anil  as  dtfi^neri  hy  fifirjM 
him  (rtf  for  their  fciiiir.  See  Bedford's  CkfnasL 
P-  3M*— *375,  Hiid  Shucbjurd  j  hifi.  voL  II* 
p, 
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*4  AuA  fcring 
one  them  iulfer 
defend* 

cd  and  ^vtn- 
^cd  him  that  was 
uppnil&l  ,  and 
Jbok  ibe  Egypti¬ 
an  : 


*j  For  he  fup- 

pofed  his  brethren 
wen  Ed  have  on* 
der^ond  luiwthat 
God  hy  his  hand 
would  deliver 
:hc/n  :  but  they 
under  flood  not* 


tti  And  the 
*e?ti  day  he  ikw» 
t\l  hlmfcif  unto 
irwm  as  they 
dfinttand  wtjgJil 

have  them  at 
oticagainjaying, 

riirs,  yt  are  bre* 

inrun,  wny  ib  ye 
u  r;mj*  g  nc  tu  jiiu* 

ti.er  ? 


But  he  chat 

did 
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kinfmen,  according  to  the  flefli,  and  heirs,  together  with 
him*  of  God’s  promife  to  jibrabam^mA  his  feed;  and 
to  try  what  might  be  done  for  their  relief# 

114  And  as  a  fpecimea  of  the  authority  which  God 
bad  begun  to  give,  and  would  more  evidently  and  fully 
confer  upon  him  ;  he  obferving  one  of  them  to 

be  unrighteoufly  and  harbaroufly  abufed,  and  beaten  by 
an  Egyptian^  was  fo  moved  with  companion  and  holy  in* 
dignaiion,  as  to  interpofe  for  bis  afliftance  and  refeue  : 
And  ro  vindicate  tbe  life  and  liberty  of  bis  innocent  and 
oppreflfed  brother,  and  do  him  juft  ice  a  gain  ft  his  cruel 
adverfary,  he  gave  the  Egyptian  a  mortal  wound,  (Exed, 
ii.  1 1,  rx.)  without  the  lead  apprehenfion  of  any  /fra- 
tlite*$  being  offended  at  it. 

15  For  knowing  in  himfelf,that  he  had  a  divine  fog- 
geftion  for  what  he  had  done,  and  fuppofmg  that  they 
muft  needs  know  fomethiog  of  the  extraordinary  pro¬ 
vidences,  which  had  appeared  for  his  prefer  varion  and 
advancement,  of  the  reputation  he  had  obtained  for  wife 
dom  and  conduct,  and  of  the  time's  drawing  nigh,  at 
which  God  had  promifed  to  judge  the  nation  that  op* 

Ereffcd  them,  (urr#  6,  7.)  he  reafonably  thought,  that 
y  performing  this  public  and  heroic  ah  of  kindnefs  to 
them,  and  juftice  againft  their  oppr effors,  they,  who 
'were  his  own  countrymen  and  brethren  in  the  faith* 
would  have  been  led  ro  conclude,  that  God  intended  to 
make  ufe  of  him,  as  a  means  and  inftruruent  of  deli¬ 
vering  them  out  of  their  grievous  bondage  :  But  fo  great 
was  their  (tupidiry,  that  they  did  not  take  thefe  plain 
hints,  or  underfland  or  reflect  upon  their  meaning# 

26  And  that  he  might  aft  the  part  ofa  judge,  as  well 
as  of  a  deliverer,  and  thereby  give  them  an  earneft  of 
what  might  be  further  expected  from  him,  he  on  the 
following  day  appeared  among  them  again  ,  and  going 
up  to  two  of  them,  that  were  quarrelling  and  fighting, 

one  with  another,  he  attempted  to  put  an  cud 
to  the  fray,  and  make.peace  between  them,  faying,  with 
an  air  of  authority,  affe&ion,  and  refpeft,  Sirs,  do  ye 
not  coniider  thac  ye  are  kindred  by  birth  and  religion, 
who  fhould  Jove  as  brethren,  and,  being  forrounded 
with  malicious  and  potent  enemies,  fhould  be  the  more 
united  among  yonrfelves  ?  Why  then  do  ye  ai\  fo  much 
out  of  chjrafter,  and  fo  contrary  to  your  own  izitereii, 
fefety,  and  comforr,  as  to  fall  our  with,  and  injure  asid 
beat  one  another?  (Exfd*  ii*  13,)  Fray  let  me  neither 
fee,  nor  hear  any  more  of  inch  uncharitable  and  mif- 
chievous  contentions  and  otirrnees  among  vou. 

1  P  * 

27  But  he  that  had  been  ir.nii  :o  blame  in  the  fti'- 

n'.ii 
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did  hi*  ncighhauf 
tllTliil  hi^l 
aaay  ,  iky  mg  , 
w  rtn  matlc  thee 
a  rukr  .nidrfjodj't 

OY4.T  U)  ? 


iH  Wilt  ihmj 
kill  nuh  u!*  (Juju 
tlic  J  v  pil¬ 
au  ycticmy  ? 


19  Then  fled 
More*  at  Hi  is  Gy- 
ing  *  and  w.is  a 
ft  ranger  in  the 
hnd  of  Madun* 
vhcre  he  begat 
tw  (bof» 


Y>  And,  vhen 
fortv  veais  *t« 

j-  % 

expir'd  ,  there 
appeared  to  him 

i-i  the  n-ildeiutis 

of  moui.i  Situ  an 
>n»/ios  (be  Lord, 
in  s  lb me  of  hre3 
in  a  fcuib. 


31  When  Mr-fcs 

Gw  !  e  wonder* 

cd  at  the  Hght  3 
anlT  as  be  drew 
ct^r  ;o  heboM 
iUc  vukb  of  the 

Lurd 


midi  with  his  neighbour*  being  impatient  of  reproof, 
turned  (hart  upon  this  kind  and  impartial  peace-maker, 
and  rejecting  his  motion  with  indignation,  reproaches, 
and  fcorn,  faid  to  him  with  a  taunt,  Pray  who  are  you, 
that  you  take  fo  much  upon  you  ?  What  buGnefe  hare 
you  to  trouble  yourfelf  with  us*  and  to  a  flu  me  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  governor  orer  ns*  or  of  a  judge  in  our  caufrr 

28  What!  have  you  a  mind  to  murder  me  at  your 
own  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure,  juft  as  you  did  the  poor 
Egyptian,  no  longer  ago  than  yefterday  ?  (Exod*  iu  14.) 
He  therein  acting  with  the  fame  malignant  fpirit  again  ft 
our  famous  deliverer  and  lawgiver,  as  th c feriiw  and 
Pharifecs  have  again (l  Jefus,  the  Saviour  and  the  Frincc 
of  peace,  and  his  followers. 

29  Then  Mofes  being  alarmed  and  frightened,  through 
the  prefent  weaknefs  of  his  faith,  at  this  clamorous 
fpe^ch,  and  finding  that  his  killing  the  Egyptian 
known,  and  had  reached  PbaraoH sears,  who  there  u* 
pon  refolved  to  put  him  to  death,  (Exod*  ii.  I^j ,  15*) 
he  immediately  haftened  out  of  Egypt  into  the  land  of 
Midiany  where  he  married  Zipporabj  the  daughter  of 
Jethro^  who  was  alfo  called  Rtutiy  and  was  a  great  man, 
no  lefs  than  the  pried  or  prince  of  that  country  ;  ami 
there  IVfofet  fojoiirned  as  a  ftranger,  till  he  had  two  Tons 
viz.  Gerjhtm  and  ElUzer^  by  his  wife.  Ex*  ii.  i6, — 22. 
and  iii.  1,  and  xviii*  2,  3,  4.) 

30  But  when  he  had  (pent  forty  years  in  retirement 
to  thele  parts,  the  fet  time  was  come  for  God  to  put 
the  higheft  honour  upon  him,  though  he  was  then  in  a 
ftrange  land:  For  as  he  was  one  day  looking  after  his 
father-in-law  Jrthrtfs  flock,  on  the  backfidc  of  the  wif- 
dernefe  of  Sinai  t  near  the  mount  which  bore  that  name, 
and  was  like  wife  called  mount  Horeb%  {Exod.  ni.  I.)  the 
angel  ot  meflengerof  the  covenant,  {MaL  iii.  1*  fee  the 
note  oti  ver*  38.)  who  was  cxprefsly  Ailed  tbtLordf  and 
faid  of  himfelf,  I  am  the  God  of  your  fathers*  [vcr. 
31,  32.)  and  was  no  other  than  Jefus  the  Son  of  God; 
this  increated  angel  appeared  to  him  in  a  cloud  of  glory, 
like  a  (lame  of  lire,  which  was  a  token  of  the  divine 
prefence,  and  of  its  majefty,  power,  and  purity,  and 
was  feen  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  certain  bulb  without  con  fu¬ 
ming  it,  as  an  emblem  of  the  prefervation  of  the  church, 
while  God  is  prefent  wirh  ir,  though  it  then  was,  as  it 
now  is,  in  the  imdft  of  fiery  trials. 

31  Upon  MoJiPs  feeing  this,  he  wondered  greatly  in 
himfrlf  at  fuch  an  extraordinary  and  unaccountable  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  and  as  he  was  advancing  towards  it,  to  take 
a  more  curious  and  critical  furvey,  the  voice  of  the 

Lord, 


Cb.  viu 

Lord  came  onto 
him* 

jz  Ssii*£t  X  am 

shcGodotf  thy  ft- 

iJitT',  l\\£  God  of 
Abr-ham,  ajulthc 
0<*d  o :  Ifaar,  and 
a:i  i  the  God  of 
J  inh.  ThcaMo- 
f*‘>ircmbl?d,  aod 
d^rFt  not  behold. 


33  Thtn  frid 
tlie  I,  v\t  to 
p«t  <i:lr  thy  4r*es 
fr'>m  til}-  teelT  f  >r 
the  pLic  wln:r< 
t‘iou  funded  U 
holy  ground. 


34  ?  lure  fern* 
J  tuve  ieen  the 
arlUtkiun  of  my 
p?o;de  tfhk’h  h 

in  K^ypt*  ^nd  T 
Inve  hoard  their 

and  an 
ru:ne d;wn  lo dc- 
livcrthem.  Aod 
uo*‘  come,  1  *Ul 
fend  thee  into  L - 

grph 
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Lord,  who  then  fo  fifthly  dwelt  in  the  bulh,  dtreQed 
itfclf  to  him, 

31  Say  log,  I,  who  make  this  luminous  reprcfcntation 
of  my  glory,  am  the  true  Jehovah,  the  God  that  made 
my  covenant  with  your  fathers*  and  have  taken  them 
and  their  feed  into  fpccial  relation  to  myfelf  ;  I  am  Hill 
the;  fame  as  I  was,  the  God  of  Abraham ,  with  whom  I 
fird  made  my  covenant,  and  confirmed  it  with  an  oath, 
(Gen*  xi iu  16,  17,  18.)  and  the  God  of  Ifaac*  to 
whom  I  renewed  it,  [chap*  xxvL  a,  3,  4.}  and  the 
God  of  Jacob ,  with  whom  I  eftabJithed  ir,  (chap* 
jexvith  13,  14,  ij.)  and  began*  in  a  remarkable  man* 
ner  to  fulfil  it,  by  making  him  the  father  of  the  twelve 
heads  of  alt  the  tribes  of  I/racl9  that  are  to  inherit  the 
land  of  Canaan  *  and  I  am  now  thy  God  to  be  with 
thee,  and  perform  my  promifes  by  thee  At  the  hear* 
ing  of  this,  Ma/eS)  though  fo  great,  fo  good,  and  ho* 
ly  a  man,  was  ftruft  with  fuch  an  awful  fenfc  of  the 
immediate  prefence  of  the  Divine  Majcfty,  that  he 
veiled  his  face,  and  was  afraid  any  longer  to  look  at  this 
iliuftrious  reprefen  tat  ion  of  it.  (Exod.  iii.  6.) 

33  Then  the  Lord  faid  to  him.  Take  your  (hoes 
from  off  your  feet,  in  token  of  holy  caution  and  cir- 
cumfpe£Hon,  profound  reverence  and  humility,  in  your 
approaches  ro  me ;  of  all  (ubmifEon  to  my  authority, 
and  readinefs  to  do  my  will ;  and  of  clean  wig  and  de¬ 
parture  from  all  the  defilements  of  your  walk  and  con* 
verfation:  For,  by  means  of  my  viGble  and  immediate 
prefence  here,  the  place  where  you  now  Hand  is,  for  the 
time  being,  relatively  holy  ground,  (Ex at  iii-  5.)  tho* 
it  be  not  within  the  confines  of  the  promifed  land,  to 
which  I  am  now  about  to  bring  my  people  Ifrad  by 
thine  hand. 

34  1  have  certainly,  carefully,  and  compaflionateiy 
obferved  the  various  dlftrcfles  that  my  own  covenant- 
people  have  fuffered  under  Egyptian  (lav cry  ;  and  mine 
cars  have  been  open  to  all  their  mournful  complaints  and 
ea rn efts  prayers ;  and  I  am  now  come,  in  manifefta- 
tions  of  my  wifdom,  power,  goodnefs,  and  fairhfulncfs, 
according  to  my  appointed  and  promifed  time,  to  fet 
them  at  liberty  from  their  fore  bondage-  And  as  you 
have  formerly  fliewn  your  concern  for  them,  and  been 
ready  to  take  rhnr  part  aguinlt  their  oppretlbrs,  (vcr. 
24.)  Come  now*  and  enter  with  all  chearfulnefs  and 
authority  from  me,  on  the  important  work  lor  which 
I  defign  you;  FI!  fend  you  now,  without  delay,  into 
Egypt*  and  will  be  with  you,  to  make  you  the  great  in- 
lirument  of  their  deliverance,  (Exod.  iii.  9,  10.) 

?5  qo 


r 
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3  s  This  iVEolH 
w!to-v  they  refu¬ 
nd  ,  Cry  inj,  Wlw 
mn'le  thee  a  ruler 
jitiJ  sjijilije'  the 
fj  me  di J  God  fetid 
W  be  <«  ruler  aud  a 
deliverer  by  ihe 
hinds  of  ihc  an- 
pd  **hic»  -ppnr» 

cd  ri>  bin  in  (he 
buih. 


^  Tie  broflffht 
them  out  *  after 
tint  he  had  ffrcw- 
c  l  u'gn.lcn  and 
Jl*i»s  u»  the  h:n4 
of  Ej^ypt,  aud  in 
the  Red  in,  and 

in  ti'c  v-’ildtTnOj 

forty  year*. 


T!m  is  that 
Wofn  which  laid 
l)i)!0  the  ihiulrci) 
vi  flr*clt  A  pro- 
phe'  ihJl  the 
L*rd  your  f>«l 

I  Ji:c  1!J)  liutu  VOU 

*  4 

r*  y-tfur  brethren, 
iiltCDuanv;  him 
(hail  ye  hear. 


35  So  different  were  GoTs  thoughts  from  theirs, 
that  this  famous  7U#!\ff  whom  they  reveled  with  fcorn, 
faying,  l¥h*>  made  thee  a  ruler  and  a  judge  ?  when  hi 
was  atling  a  mo (l  righteous  and  friendly  part  toward 
them,  ( ver *  76 ,  27.)  This  very  man  did  God,  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  mercy,  thus  remarkably  authorize,  at- 
(iff,  and  own,  to  make  him  their  conductor,  governor, 
and  deliverer,  by  the  immediate  com  million,  and  the 
attending  guidance,  power,  and  prote&ion  of  the  An- 
gel  cf  the  covenant,  who  appeared  to  him  as  a  divine 
p?rfcn  in  the  flaming  buffi,  (ver*  30,  31,  32.}  And 
juft  in  this  manner  has  God  raifed  up  his  Son  Jcfu*  ro 
be  a  fpiritual  Saviour  to  you  of  this  age,  to  guide  and 
govern  you,  and  to  bring  in  a  more  valuable  deliverance 
from  fin  and  wrath,  though  ye  have  treated  him  with 
contempt,  and  reje£tcd  his  authority  as  thi  great  pro¬ 
phet  and  king  of  the  church. 

36  Mofis  accordingly  went  with  all  chearfulnefs  r 0 
five  our  fathers,  not  with  Handing  the  former  abufes  he 
had  met  with  from  them  $  and,  under  the  fupernaturai 
influence  of  this  angel,  brought  them  out  of  the  ioufe 
of  bondage,  after  he  had  done  a  great  many  rciiracief, 
which  were  figns  of  his  divine  mtffioti,  in  the  land  or 
Egypt  \  and  lie  further-more  wrought  wonderful  works 
in  dividing  the  Red  fea  to  coinpleat  tbeir  deliverance 
and  in  the  deftruftiun  of  Phara$ht  and  alf  his  boil ; 
and  continued  to  perform  many  other  miraculous  dteds 
for  forty  years  afterwards  in  the  wilderucfs,  to  fetri; 
their  church-ftatc,  amltofhcw  that  God  was  (till  with 
him.  So  great  a  man  was  he,  fo  highly  honoured  of 
God,  and  10  glorious  an  inftrument  in  his  hand,  tiu  c 
his  memory  ought  to  be  dear  and  facred  amongft  u$ ; 
But  yet,  according  to  bis  own  acknowledgment,  he  ii 
not  to  be  equalled  to  Jcfus  the  Sou  of  God,  who  then 
appeared  to  him  as  coming  down,  under  the  character 
of  the  Angel  of  the  Lord,  to  deliver  his  people  from 
Egyptian  bondage,  and  thereby  prefigured  his  coming 
to  dwell  in  flefh  without  confuming  it,  that  he  might 
fare  If  rati  from  all  their  iniquities. 

37  This  fthfet  himfelf  is  he  that  delivered  a  mem's 
table  prediction  of  the  Mefiiahi  (fee  the  paraphrafc  ^nd 
note  on  rhetp*  iii.  22.)  faying  to  the  children  of  JfracS^ 
The  Lord,  your  covenant  God,  will  hen-afar  raife  up 
to  your  nation,  from  the  loins  of  your  posterity,  an;;- 
ther  eminent  prophet,  as  he  has  me,  {*;<.**)  who  have 
the  honour  of  being  a  fignai  type  of  his  fup<rior  wif- 

dom  and  authority,  office  and  cflicacy,  as  a  l'fince  *nl 
Saviour,  and  ihz  high  fjvuuritc  and  privy  eouncdlM 
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^  This  h  he 
i  *t  .  in  the 
<;rch  ;othe  wil- 
with  the 
dfhidi  fpakt 
r->  him  in  iHc 
nvuint  Sint,  uid 
i'ri:k  our  fatner* ; 
who  received  the 
l^tly  oracle*  to 
£UX  uuio  m  ; 


;p  To  whom 
out  father*  would 
obey ,  but 
ihnjtf  Af/n  from 
rp'.fm,uul  in  their 
i:i  ^ittiLiCflliack 
rJnipior-ypt, 


of  heaven  ;  I  turn  you  over  to  him,  charging*  you,  in 
the  name  of  God,  to  lift cn  to,  and  obey  the  voice  of 
his  word,  whaifbtver  alterations  he  may  lee  fit  to  make 
in  my  laws*  Tbisjbcws  that  we  are  not  to  reft  in  frfcv 
fes*j  lawt  vor  to  imagine ^  that  its  ceremonial  rites  and 
cuftams  are  never  to  he  changed}  but  that  we  really  ho¬ 
nour  and  obey  this  great  lawgiver  hhnfeif*  by  fubmitting 
to  ChriJPs  authority  in  jetting  them  aftde ,  and  introdu¬ 
cing  a  more  fpiritual  difpenfatiotu 

38  This  M&fes  furthermore  is  he,  who  was,  as  a 
prophet  and  ruler,  captain  and  leader,  in  the  Ifraclitijb 
church,  during  its  abode  in  the  .wildcrnefs  ;  and  was 
with  the  Angd  of  the  covenant,  even  the  Son  of  God  % 
their  Jehovah^  (ExotL  six.  ?,  9,  10,  6vr-  and  xx.  2 .) 
who  fpakc  to  him,  and  by  him  to  our  fathers  at  mount 
Sitmiy  in  a  familiar  manner,  face  to  face,  a?  a  msn 
fpeakeih  to  hia  friend :  (Exod.  xxxiii*  1 1 »  and  Deut. 
v,  7t  3,  4*}  And  he  had  the  honour  of  receiving  and 
communicating  ro  them,  to  be  handed  down  to  us  of 
this  age,  the  authoritative  and  infallible  doctrines 
commands,  and  pro  mi  ft  $,  which  were  given  hiu.  !ik- 
mediately  by  the  living  God,  to  direct  them  in  the 
way  of  lifet*  and  which,  being  animated  by  hU  Spi¬ 
rit,  were  the  means  of  conveying  fpirituai  life  co 
them. 

30  But  though  he  was  fo  great  a  man  in  his  ofllce 
and  endowments,  {ven  6.)  and  had  fitch  plain  tokens 
of  God's  being  with  him,  yet  our  forefathers  dealt  with 
him  in.  the  like  ungrateful  and  difobedient  manner  as 
ye  have  wilh  the  MdTiah  himfi-lf:  So  perverfe  were 
thryx  that  they  would  not  fubmit  to  his  authority,  but 
rejefled  him  arid  his  government  whh  indignation  and 
contempt;  and  their  foolifh  and  wicked  Keans  were 
inclined  to  return  back  to  ££y/>/,  and  emi  to  its  ido¬ 
latry  and  their  former  ha rdfhtps  there,  rather  than,  un¬ 
der  his  condnd,  to  feed  on  manna  in  the  wilder rufs, 
and  go  forward  in  the  good  ways  of  God  to  a  Und  that 
flowed  with  milk  and  honey* 

40  Accor- 


NOT 

*  He  who  fpake  to  Mafrt  at  mourn 
tfxppcfiiy  edited  himlrlf,  and  is  Ailed  Jcb$- 

a  name  vhidi  cannot,  uithoiLi  I  he 
pmuqnptbn^  he  aflumed  by*  or  »p- 
to,  any  crcatti!  angel,  on  account  of 
jtU  pertonaring  God,  tiuce  he  ‘OttK/c  as  me 
Jehovah,  is  ibi  tatfi  kigh#t-'£T  oil  tbt 
e?r;\  'Plalm  {itxxiii*  |9*)  An<t  tlicrcfuic 
ii  jccm*  to  nu%  thv  jt  wjs  the  Son  of  OoJ, 
who  cldiVvTcd  the  law  lo  Alycj  under  the 
tii&fcfier  of  J-byt;sh%  a: id  is  here  fpoKen  of 

m  the  A^l  oft  lit  cuvtu^i:,  rc!i;ivC  10  L;$ 


E  S. 

nicJLUtti.il  oflicc*  Set  tlic  note  on  y&X'i  v. 

f  Though  the  b«r  nfrlf  not  j^Y-e 
as  tl«  apollie  :cll*  \t*t  (G.ti*  in.  ai< )  je»  as 
the  ceremonial  hw  pointed  to  Chiilt,  it  was 
*  itiCaijS  oF  !ilc  lO  and  Lu'4;r.c  vt^c- 

liul,  uitiliT  the  liH't  and  inHiiciiL't  01  the 

Spirit  uf  (^<i(  for  their  ‘.'brining  it 
f llli  in  the  Msfiiah  who  toom*:  !  And 
Ijrati's  ohallcnct;  to  the  Lxv  was  the  tncau« 
of  their  etijoyUrg  4  luppy  Ui»  lu  C*K*airt 
DrtfU  Kx:**jh  47* 
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Ch.  viL 


40  Saying  unto 
AtniQ!  Make  ni 
pjd$  Co  gu  before 
us;  fornf  /arthis 
Mfdcs ,  which 
brought  us  out  of 

thclaridofJEjHpt, 
ux  wot  nor  what  is 
bccoiuc  of  him* 


4t  And  they 
made  a  calf  in 
thofe  days  t  and 
ottered  fxrificc 
lmto  the  idol*  and 
tfjoi'cd  in  the 
works  of  their 
ova  hands. 


4*  Then  God 
tamed*  and  gave 

them  ap  to  wor¬ 
th]  p  the  hofl  of 
bravcn  ;  «  it  is 
\rrit;enintlicbonk 
oftlx  prop  hets,  0 
ycltoufeor  1  fitch 
hurt «  oilcrcd  til 

•m 

me  Hein  heath , 
nod  ficrificf  s,  by 
the  fpacc  of  forty 
years  tji  the  wil- 

derates  ? 

4 1  Yea,  ye  took 
up  the  tab t made 
of  Moloch*  and 
the  fhr  of  your 
gad  Rem  phan  t 

figures  which  ye 

made  to  worlhip 
them ;  and  X  will 
cany  you  away 
beyood  Uabylan* 


40  Accordingly,  Toward  the  clofe  of  the  forty  days 
of  Mefrs9 s  being,  a  fecond  time,  in  the  mount  with 
God,  {Exod*  xxiv*  j8»  and  xxxii,  i.)  they,  in  a  dif- 
conten ted,  mutinous,  and  rebellious  manner,  faid  to 
Aaron )  Make  us  a  reprefentation  of  God,  like  rhofe 
that  the  Egyptians  have  of  theirs,  that  we  may  hare 
fome  vifible  ftgn  of  his  prefence  to  march  before  us, 
and  conduct  us  to  the  promtfed  land:  For  as  to  this 
man  Mofesy  of  whom  we  bave  had  too  bigh  thoughts, 
and  whom  we  followed  out  of  Egypt ,  we  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  what  is  become  of  him,  nor  do  we  expert  ever  to 
fee  hiru,  or  have  his  guidance  more. 

41  And  as  the  Egyptians  reprefented  their  God  Apis 
by  the  image  of  an  ox  or  calf;  fo  our  fathers,  in  rhofe 
days  of  their  ftupidity  and  unbelief,  prevailed  with  Aa* 
ronf  by  their  furious  clamours,  which  threw  him  into 
an  unguarded  confuGon  and  furprize,  to  make  one  in 
the  likenefe  of  a  ca{f9  as  a  fymbol  oft  he  divine  prefence; 
and  immediately  thereupon,  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  fecond  commandmeut  again  ft  iimge-worfhip,  which 
they  bad  fo  lately  received,  in  the  moll  tremendous  man¬ 
ner  from  mount  Sinai)  (fixed.  xx,  4,  5,  23.)  they,  thro1 
the  ftrong  propen G on  which  they  had  contracted  to  ido¬ 
latry  in  Egypt*  offered  burn t offerings  and  peace^tffer- 
ings9  in  a  way  of  religious  worfhip,  to  this  idol  of  their 
own  fetting  up;  and  expreffed  their  joy  in  feafling, 
fronting,  and  dancing  before  it,  (fix*/,  xxxii*  6, 17,10, 
19  )as  if  it  had  been  really  a  God,  which  they  themfehes 
had  fo  newlv  made,  by  their  owe  artificers  hands. 

42,  43  Then  God  was  fo  highly  tncrnftd,  that  he 
changed  the  method  of  his  dealings  with  them ;  and, 
withdrawing  the  refiraints  of  his  Spirit  and  grace,  gave 
them  up  in  his  righteous  judgment,  asajuGpunifrment 
of  their  Grt,  to  the  wilful  fottilh  corruptions  of  tbeir 
own  hearts,  (Pfahn  lxxxb  12.)  fo  that  they  proceeded 
Gill  further  to  acts  of  the  grcGUt  idolatry,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the Jirft  commandment,  (fixwf.  xx.  2 .) 
by  worfhipping  the  luminaries  of  heaven,  the  fun,  moon, 
and  Gars,  {Deut*  xvii.  3,)  the  very  idol-gods  that  the 
Egyptians  adored,  as  the  Lord  complained  by  one  of  the 
anetent  prophets,  faying,  (Amosv.  25,  2d,  27.)  O  ye 
Ifraeliteiy  were  all  your  national  offerings  of  Gain  beads 
and  other  facrifices  only  to  me?  or  (hall  I  accept  your 
fer vices,  wherein  ye  falfcly  pretended  to  honour  me, 
during  your  journeying*  forty  years  in  the  wildcinrfs  r 
Ye  did  not  ihcfc  things  to  me  :  Nay,  fo  far  were  ye 
from  glorifying  me  as  God,  that  ye  fell  into  heathen  j~ 
dobtry,  and  took  upon  your  (boulders,  and  carried  a- 

bou; 
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Tie  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrajid. 


44  Oar  fathers 
|..cU he  tabernacle 

ut  wimtf’fc  in  tl*c 
w&krnc!Sf  as  he 
appointed  , 
flaking  onto 
Mofos  ,  that  be 
tfkMild  nuke  it 
etvimling  to  the 
f ■-■hi  <n  that  h* 
h.d  feen*  * 


p 


bout  with  you*  one  little  tabernacle,  repofitory,  or 
(brine,  in  which  was  inclofcd  the  image  of  Moloch ,  the 
idol  of  the  children  of  Ammon*  (i  xu  7*)*.  And, 
in  another  (brine,  ye  carried  with  you  the  figure  of  a 
Jlart  reprefenting  your  idol  Remphan  ;  and  paid  your 
religious  adorations  to  thefe  fclfe  gods,  by  the  images 
which  ye  yourfelves  had  made  :  And  as  ye  are  not  yet 
clear  of  this  abominable  idolatry,  I  will  certainly  pu* 
nifti  your  iniquity  by  delivering  you  up  into  the  hands 
of  your  enemies,  who  will  carry  you  away  from  your 
own  country  into  a  ft  range  and  idolatrous  land,  even  in¬ 
to  AJfyriaf  { 2  Kings  xvii.  j, — 8-^  which  lyes  beyond 
Damafrus  and  Babylon,  Thus  Cod  right  coy  fly  dealt  with 
than  for  corrupting  his  worfbipy  and  defpijing  bit  law 
And  Jhall  he  not  deal  as  fevcrtly  with  potty  the  children 
of  theft  your  provoking  ancestors  y  for  the  contempt  ye 
have  put  upon  hit  Chrxfty  and  jar  rejeShtg  the  counftl  of 
Cod  agaznft  yourfelves  in  this  new  dijperfsUcn  of  grace  ^ 
in  which  he  1  wtb  divine  authority,  has  made  f mb  -Ater- 

at  ion  jr  iu  worjbip  as  famed  heft  in  hit  fight  9 

44  As  to  the  remaining  part  of  the  charge  brought 
again!)  me,  relating  10  the  deftruttion  of  the  temfley{chap+ 
vi*  1 4- )  be  pleated  to  confider,  that  though  our  forcfa~ 
thers  acceptably  worfliipped  God  for  many  ages  before, 
as  has  been  already  fuggefted,  ( ver *  2,-16*)  yet  it 
wns  not  till  they  came  into  the  wildernef^  which  lay 
without  the  confines  of  Judea t  that  they  were  favouied 
with  his  holy  tabernacle,  in  u-hich  weie  contained  the 
ark  with  the  two  tables  of  the  law,  as  a  witnefs  between 
God  and  them,  aud  in  which  he  gave  other  fignul  tes¬ 
timonies  of  his  (pedal  preftnet  and  favour,  and  bore 
witnefs,  in  a  figurative  way,  of  good  things  that  were 
to  come,  {Hcb>  is*  9-  and  x.  1.)  fuch  as  God's  perfo- 
flatly  dwelling  in  flcfh  by  the  incarnation  of  Chrift, 
{John  i,  14.)  and  hij  fpiritual  and  gracious  reft  deuce  in 

the 


H  o 

*  As  the  fun  and  moan  wit  worfliipped 
Ly  (l:_*  La^eio  cutions  under  the  chancer  of 
ti.r  ktu  j  and  qween  of  heaven*  and  *cre  toe 
G.liFi  juH  Ayh  of  the  Eftypiiti+s ;  the  firft 
which  they  rcfircfeoted  by  s  golden  bait, 
ami  ihc  fccond  by  a  living  ox;  the  learned 
ouieraiEly  agr ce,  that  by  was  memit 

the  /i*Hj  which  was  at  oiher  Hinri  caH 
R.;:K  Bet,  and  Ifc/xj  ;  and,  in  the  opinion 
01  Ionic,  the  ftir  Kcmph^/i*  which  was  ativ 
CLiuti)  aod,  by  the  Seventy,  tUpbnr, 
i,r  (dws  v*  i(.)  Hgaificd  the 

*  **  ;  but  think  it  ratiicr  Ggniikd 

.V  :t*itmo*  The  ci  trio  us  Tender  mw  meet  with 
L*xc  cidleOiutis  of  tbs  fenfe  of  the  antiects 
*h*:ur  thefe  idols  in  Gwiiuit  8ichjrtt 

mid  Jrtitkj*  nut  Mr^Lv.-VA- 


r 

f&rd  has,  with  great  probability,,  flttwn,  that 
•  he  Eryfitat it  at  firft  wnr  ihipjicd  thefe 
u«iy  as  mdut^rs,  in  wh trie  frames  they 
Ihipped  the  troc  God;  and  ihest  the  difpi-  s 
h.ia'ceu  At>rahjm  and  their  prkfK  lay  m 
this,  Whether  God  IhnuM  he  wi»Hhtpj>ed  m 
the  names  of  chde  mediators,  or  in  the 
H'iini  of  that  "J'Hvsty  *ho  ijifKv.i'ft!  tn 
him  under  this  title*  which  was  kn awn  te 
;>e  the  name  of  the  fupreme  God  in  di  ik.-* 
fioiis,  in  early  times;  Htui  that,  acrurdin;*- 
ly>  CvfSng  xpvu  the  uanre  &f  the  Lord ,  Ib^uUt 
l"*  rendetod,  Ihutkitiy  in  the  newt  tf  :ht  L*rJw 
<G:v  >11.  7,  S,  aad  mxvi*  34,  %;,)  See  lti» 
<■/  far  muf  f>nj.  fcjt,  Vv*.  iL  p. 

!2S-  ftKj  378 — JJiS 
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45  Which  alfo 
ont  fattari  ill  At 
cameaftcr  brought 
in  with  jcTu&mto 
tbepofTcflunoflhc 
Gentiles  ,  whom 
G  nd  drift  out  be¬ 
fore  the  face  of  our 

fathers  unto  the 
days  of  David ; 


44  Who  round 
favour  before 
God,  ind  t Wired 
to  find  a  taberna¬ 
cle  for  the  God  of 
Jacob. 


4T  But  Solo¬ 
mon  built  him  an 
houic. 


the  gofpel-church,  as  hi $temphy  (2  Gr.  vi.  16,)  Anti, 
with  a  view  to  heavenly  things,  (Hcb.  viii.  5.)  that  ta¬ 
bernacle  was  framed  according  to  God’s  own  appoint¬ 
ment,  who  gave' a  ft  rift  charge  to  Mofesf  laying.  Sec 
that  thou  make  all  things  after  their  pattern ,  or  model, 
1 vbicb  was  fbewed  thee  in  the  mount*  (Exod.  xxv,  40.) 

45  And  afterwards,  in  the  following  generation,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  Jojhna%  whofe  name  in  Greek  is  Je* 
Jus ,  and  who,  in  fighting  [fraet* s  battles,  ami  leading 
them  to  the  promised  land,  and*  introducing  the  taber¬ 
nacle  among  the  Gentiles^  was  a  type  of  Jcfus  Chrift, 
the  great  and  gofpeh  Saviour 5  our  fathers  brought  that 
holy  tabernacle  into  the  land  of  Canaan ,  which  was  then, 
and  had  been  for  many  ages,  pofllfitd  by  the  idolatrous 
heathens,  whom  God  devoted  to  definition,  and  ex¬ 
pelled  before  our  ancedors  :  And  this  place  of  their  fo- 
lemn  worfhtp,  and  of  God’s  peculiar  reft  den  ce  and  mi* 
nifeftation  of  himfclf,  continued  among  them,  without 
any  hint  or  notion  of  a  fixed  temple,  for  above  four 
hundred  years,  till  the  time  of  king  Davids 

4 6  Who  was  highly  in  favour  with  God,  as  a  man 
after  his  own  heart)  in  the  main  of  hischaratter,  {chap. 
xiii.  22*)  and  was  very  defirous  to  fhew  his  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  God,  by  building  a  magnificent  temple,  as 
2  fixed  habitation  for  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob  in 
which  all  the  worfhip  of  the  tabernacle  might  be  per¬ 
formed  to  him*  {Pfahn  cxxxii.  4,  5*) 

47  But  tho*  God  gracioufly  accepted  this  pious  in¬ 
tention  of  his  heart*,  yet,  to  flieur  that  he  was  not  in 
hade  for  fuch  a  houfe,  and  laid  no  ftreft  upon  it,  as 
needl'd  ry  to  his  ft  r  vice,  he  would  not  permit  David 
to  do  any  thing  more  towards  it,  than  preparing  ma¬ 
terials  for  it,  (i  Chron .  xxix.  1,  drc.)  merely  bccaufe  he 
had  fpent  mo  ft  of  his  time  in  war ;  and  fo  God  defer¬ 
red  the  building  of  that  [lately  edifice  to  the  more  peace¬ 
ful  and  fettled  days  of  king  Solomon  his  fon,  (a  Sam.  vii, 
5, — 13.)  who  began  to  eieft  it  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reign,  four  hundred  and  eighty  years  after  the  children 
of  Ifrael  came  out  of  Egypt)  (l  Kings  vi,  I.)  And  fo 
it  evidently  appears  by  all  thisf  that  the  fpecial  prefence 
end  bleffing  of  God  may  be  enjoyed,  and  he  may  be  accep¬ 
tably  worfhipptd)  wherever  he  plcafes ;  that  {f  Solomon 
might  change  the  moveable  tabernacle  into  a  fixed  temple 
Ay  Go(Fs  appointment ,  he  himfclf  may  make  the  chare b 
his  fpiritual  temple,  inflead  of  cent  inning  to  dwelt  in  one 


NOTE. 

f  The  temple  fsrms  to  be  here  called  a  ta-  cure  snd  emblems  of  the  Divine  PeeiVi^, 
einack,  bccauft  it  onx  in  the  loom  of  fcircJ  the  lame  religious  purpofr$*  hii 
e  ubernjcUy  hwl  the  l«nw  fiend  fund-  ail  ubanacU-firrite  performed  id  it,  _ 


Cb.  tu. 


4&  Rflwbdt,  the 
inoA  H1j;h  dwtlU 

nho<<  imeinpks 
n»lc  wkhhtDdj; 

faith  the  pro- 
pfcct. 


49  Heaven  ii  my 
throne*  and  earth 
if  my  footftool  : 
%hat  I ums&  »iU 
ftbrild  me?  frith 
the  J»rdi  of  what 
ii  the  place  of  my 
tdU 


jo  Ifath  not  my 
bnd  made  u 
tkete  thii>gi  ? 


VOL,  III. 


"the  Acts  of  the  AposTles  pdraphrdfhL  Bi 

i f  earthly  materials;  and  that  if  be  refufed  David*/ 
building  a  houfe  for  him,  be  can/ e  he  had  Jbed  fa  much 
Hood  in  war,  it  is  much  mare  to  he  expeUed  that  be 
Jhould  take  it  away  from  yott,  mho  have  murdered  the 
Mtjftah,  David*!  font  w ban  he  owned  to  be  alfo  hit  Lord, , 
(P/ahn  cx»  i.J 

48  And  though  the  tabernacle  fir  ft,  and  afterwards 
the  temple,  was  built  by  God’s  own  appointment,  it 
muft  nrverthelefs  be  allowed,  that  the  pre fence  and  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  great  and  glorious  God,  who  is  exalted,  ia 
his  own  nature  and  perfections,  above  all  blefltng  and 
praife,  are  not  to  be  confined  to  any  material  temple 
made  with  hands,  as  Solomon  htfflfelf  confcfted,  faying, 
with  adoring  wonder,  ( 1  Kings  viii.  2  WiU  Gad  in¬ 
deed  dwelt  on  the  earth  ?  Behold,  the  heaven  and  heaven 
of  heavens  cannot  contain  thee ;  how  much  left  this  heufe 
that  I  have  huthted  ?  and,  as  one  of  the  antient  pro* 
phets  has  declared,  with  a  view  to  God’s  dwelling  ill 
humble  foals,  and  even  among  the  Gentiles  In  New 
Teftament-umes,  and  his  rejefting  the  oblations  that 
were  offered  by  wicked  men,  even  at  his  own  houfe, 
{Ifa.  lxvi.  2,-13.)  faying,  ( ver,  1,  2.) 

49  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  Heaven  is  the  throne  of  my 
majefty  and  dominion,  where  X  have  a  mod  compla- 
cential  reft  in  the  brighteft  difplays  of  my  glory;  and 
the  earth  is  my  foot  [tool,  where  1  am  effcntially  pre- 
fem,  and  in  lower  degrees  manifeft  my  wifilom  and 
power,  goodnefs  and  government ;  and  in  all  the  parts 
of  which  X  demand  that  its  inhabitants  worfhip  me  With 
the  moft  profound  humility  and  reverence :  How  then 
can  I  need,  or  be  profited  by,  or  confined  to,  any  houfe 
that  ye  (hall  build  for  me  ?  or  where  can  any  place  be 
found  that  (hall  reftrain  my  favour  and  delight,  or  the 
homage  that  is  to  be  paid  to  me  ? 

<0  For  as  I  was  infinitely  bleffed  and  glorious  in  my- 
fetf,  before  the  heavens,  or  the  earth,  ot  any  thing  in 
them,  was  formed ;  fo  am  not  I  the  Creator  of  all  thefe 
things,  and  intimately  prefent  in  the  whole  woild,  as 
my  temple  to  receive  folemn  adorations,  and  to  exert 
and  manifeft  my  free  favour  and  almighty  power,  when¬ 
ever,  and  in  whatfoever  manner  Teems  good  in  my 
fight  ?  It  is  therefore  no  dlfbamur  to  God \  or  difpar age¬ 
nt  ent  to  the  templet  to  fay,  that  the  time  is  at  hand  in 
Which  offerings  Jhatl  be  no  longer  made  aceep  table  by  be¬ 
ing  prefent ed  there  ;  but  that  hi  will  have  a  gracious 
regard  to  all  that  worfhip  him  in  fpirit  and  truth , 
wherever  they  bet  {John  tv.  21,  23,  24 .)  and  that  toe 
Gentiles  Jball  fee  the  ghry  cf  the  Lordt  (  ffa.  xxxv.  2.) 

+  F  and 


82  The  Acts  cf  the  Afosti.es  paraphrased.  Ch.  viL 


$1  YefHfT-ncvk- 

Cil.aniltmHrtuni- 
rifcd  in  heart  and 
earr,  ycdo 
uTnl  the  H*iiy 
ChrJl  :  as  your 
-fill  hers  4EJ,  fo  do 

ve- 


jt  Wliidi  of 
tlejjrophets  luvc 
not  your  fathers 
prrfccutcrl  ?  and 
they  hive  (kin 
them  winch  Ihcw* 
ed  before  the 
comin>;  nfthejnfl- 
One  i  of  wlunn  ;-c 
have  Itcen  now 
the  betrayers  and 
murderers : 


j$  Who  hate 
received  the  law 
hy  the  difpnliii- 
on  of  angels,  2nd 
have  not  kept  IL 


and  ail  the  ends  of  the  earth Jhali fear  him7  ( Pfafmy  Ixviu 

7-J 

5 1  Many  other  thoughts  might  be  added  in  ? indica¬ 
tion  of  any  thing  I  have  End,  had  ye  patience  to  hear 
them  ;  but,  to  bring  all  home  to  your  own  confidences, 
ye  are  a  mod  pcrverfely  obftinatc,  hardened,  and  un¬ 
yielding  generation;  who,  through  your  defperate  pride 
ami  prejudices,  will  not  bow  to  the  feeptre  of  divine 
authority  and  gTace  ;  and  how  much  foever  ye  glory  in 
the  circutncifion  of  your  Jlcfli,  ye  will  not  devote  your* 
felves  to  God,  or  (land  to  your  engagements  to  be  his; 
but  are  under  the  dominion  of  fuch  irregular,  ftrong 
paflions,  as  corrupt  your  hearts,  and  make  you  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  God  in  his  word  and  provi¬ 
dence  ;  Yea,  ye  fight  again  ft  the  con  vi  ft  ion  of  your 
own  confidences,  and  the  evidence  of  miracles,  and  of 
the  fulfilment  of  the  plaineft  prophecies  of  the  Mefliah, 
which  were  wrote  hy  the  Holy  Spirit,  whom  ye  alfo 
oppofe  and  rejeft,  as  fpeaking  in,  and  by  us,  the  infpi- 
red  fer varus  of  Chrifl:  Ye  tread  exaftJy  in  the  fteps  of 
the  wickedeft  of  your  forefathers,  and  are  as  ftubboin 
and  rebellious  as  any  of  them  ;  nay,  ye  go  beyond  the 
very  word  of  them* 

52  Which  of  the  former  prophets  of  the  Lord  have 
not  fome  of  your  anccftors,  and  your  predecelTors  in 
power  and  authority,  violently  per  fee  u  ted  ?  They  have 
gone  fo  far,  as  to  put  them  to  death,  that  foretold  the 
coming  of  the  grrat  Mcfliah,  who,  on  account  of  the 
purity  of  his  divine  nature,  and  of  his  fpotfefs  concep¬ 
tion,  holy  life,  and  bringing  in  an  ever!  a  fling  righ- 
teoufnefs,  in  his  human  nature,  may  be  (tiled,  by  way 
of  eminence,  the  juji  one;  And  ye  have  fo  far  exceeded 
them  in  guilt,  that,  when  this  i)ivine  Perfon  him  fit  If 
appeared  among  you,  ye  hired  Judas  to  betray  him, 
and  then  unjuftly  condemned  him,  and,  with  a  traitor* 
ous  intention,  delivered  him  up  to  the  Roman  power, ; 
and  rD^icioufly  infilled  on  his  being  crucified,  the'  the 
frered  tabernacle  and  temple,  and  various  ceremonial 
rites  for  purification,  were  typical  of  him,  and  ough: 
to  have  been  given  up  for  bim  by  you, 

j3  Who  have  received  God’s  holy  law,  which  w^s 
delivered  ro  our  fathers  with  the  moll  awful  foleinnitr, 
[n;  SwTxy*;  xyy&wy  a  mid  fi:  troops  of  attending  angch, 
(Pfai  Isviii*  1 7,  and  Dent,  xxxiti*  2<)  and  by  their  ml- 
niiiration  in  forming  the  th  unde  rings  and  lightnings,  the 
found  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  articulate  voice  at  mount 
Sinai  %  and  yet  ye,  like  them,  have  neglected  and  dif- 
regarded  this  law,  and  the  (till  more  glorious  gofpei  cf 

laivatiai, 


Clu  v». 


fhe  Acts,  cf  the  Apostles  faraphrajed. 


83 


$X  When  they 

cndcht&tUtngJt, 

:’vv  were  cut  ro 
■ 

^  heart,  and  they 
on  him 
Hth  their  teeth* 


S;  Rm  het  he* 
;»«  full  offheHo* 
y  tihml,  looked 
ip  ftalijitiy  into 
awn,  uml  frw 
otiiry  of  Oort, 

m  Inc  right  hand 
t  God, 


falvation,  which  has  been  publiflied  to  you,  firft  by  the 
Son  of  God  himfelf,  and  afterwards  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
with  the  noife  of  a  mighty  ru filing  wind,  and  by  his 
miraculous  gift  of  tongues,  (chap,  il  2,  3, 4.)  How  then 

can  ye,  without  repentance,  cxpc£t  to  efcape  God’s 
righteous  vengeance?  (fleb.  it.  2,  3,) 

54  As  Stephen  was  thus  going  on  with  his  difcouric, 

and  applying  it  in  fo  clofe  and  touching  a  manner  to  the 
council,  they  were  fo  ftung  and  pierced  with  it,  that 
their  hearts  were  cut  through,  as  if  they  had  been  fawn 
afunder,  t™, ■**(.*«,(  by  tormenting  indig¬ 

nation  and  envy,  at  what  they  could  neither  bear,  nor 
refute;  and,  looking  at  him,  they  grinned  and  iharled, 
and  gnaflied  their  teeth,  in  token  of  their  intolerable 
vexation,  and  of  their  bitrernefs  and  r  age  again  ft  him, 
in  (lead  of  receiving  an  ingenuous  conviction  of  their  fin, 
and  being  melted  into  godly  forrow  and  repentance  for 
it,  as  fome  others  had  been,  under  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit,  (chap,  ii,  37.) 

55  But  he,  being  under  an  immediate  frefh  effufion 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  whereby  the  Spirit  of  glory  and  of 
G-.'d  refted  upon  him,  (t'  Pet.  iv.  14.)  and  knowing 
their  defperute  malignity  again  ft  him  looked  above  the 
terrors  of  men,  and  lifted  up  his  eyes  and  heart  to  hea¬ 
ven,  in  a  way  of  faith,  and  of  appeal  to  God,  for  his 
vindication,  fupport,  and  aftiftance;  and  with  a  fixed- 
nefi  of  foul  on  the  great  realities  of  that  blefTcd  world, 
together  with  earn  eft  defire  and  joyful  hopes  of  going 
thither,  he  had  a  view  of  the  Skecbinab ,  or  of  nn  illtif- 
trious  appearance  of  the  divine  glory,  and  of  the  Lord 
JefuS  in  his  tinman  nature,  as  exalted  in  all  authority 
and  dignity,  rhajefty  and  dominion,  in  the  prefence  of 
his  Father,  *  like  one  Handing  at  his  right  hand  in  a 

pofture 

T  E. 

diip!.iyvi!|  in  fame  iitconceirnbly  ilhiftrioui 
ami  vifiblc  appearance  tn  hcvvcti,  ou  the 

Tight  fat  cf  vhich,  a?  fnolt  honottj«Me,  cur 
.Lord,  in  It  turn  a  nature,  is  phti-d.  Attwd* 
ingly,  when  Stephen  fw  this  of 
be  ftr&  Tftfii  fit**!  $ti  hit  r'i?U  %:tnd7  or  fu*t ; 
uSicIk  in  other  rqjrcfcHtaiiijrs,  ii  calk'd 
fiic  jilfit:*  on  the  ri  $h>  bund  cf  the  Nnjtjh  « 
aui  on  the  rt£*:t  hj&J  tf  the  tbnte  i*z 

A iojejty  ic  the  (Kck  i.  3.  and  viii, 

r,}  And  fmiic  liuv'c  ibou^hr,  thait  die  lu\i- 
bcin;*  Opeitcd,  wu*  fo. 

miraarionfly  Strengthened,  a*  to  Jet;  the  di_- 
vine  £tory,.  and  the  tn^n  in  the  third 

Jimcns,  crUh  Ills  bociily  t  But  others 
fflppoJc,  that  he  had  only  a  vilicwry  repfet- 
Jrni  ition  of  tWi  thirst,  like  rhol Jr  wlikh 
the  proplidi  Ifaixh  xaJi  (J&-  vk 

h  *  and 


N  O 

*  Chrft's  ftate  of  e*al(jru>n  is  often  <Le* 
oihed  in  fcrijJturt  by  hi*  p*iin$  at  the 
i>;bt  bind  of  Gotlj  to  denote  his  real  dig* 
i::y,  and  hu  glorious  and  abiding  reft,  after 
us  trials  and  raftering*,  ami  triumphant 

iihry  over  alt  his  enemies  on  earth ;  Bui  T 
Itlnk  this  u  the  only  place  ivhcrc  it  i$  ex- 
»refted  by  bu  jhti&Kg  at  God's  right  bond, 
i'hieh  may  be  for  inch  rcifaos  m  art  lug- 
lifted  in  the  Fariphrafr*  God  i»  hwlCeJ  an 
nm;nfc  jn visible  Spirit,  in  uthoai,  literally 
peaking  there  ean  he  neither  ri*ht  no»  left 
jiid  ;  an J  therefore  Ch rift’s  fitting,  mjta-id- 
<{  at  his  right  hand,  maEl  be  imicriiood  in 
fiptrativt  fenfc  :  Rut  as  God  formerly 
cm  earth  m  tbc  which  vas  a 

■li  no  mmirdkion  of  his  gh>ry ;  Hi  the 
ftjiy  vf  the  father  may  prsVa^ly  l>c 


94 


paraphraftd. 


Ch.  vu. 


$4  Afl<1  laid, 
Behold,  1  fee  the 

heart  nj  o  penol , 

aod  the  Sou  of 

Him  (liwltnji  on 

the  right  hand  of 
God. 


j7  Then  the j 

died  out  with  i 
brad  rokc  ,  and 
flopped  theirews, 
and  net  ufk>o  him 

with  one  accord. 


58  And  u(l 
Arm  out  of  the  ci¬ 
ty,  311  d  ftgfirdftffl.* 
an<1  the  aundTes 
laid  down  their 
clothes  at  a  you*  £ 
man's  tcet,  whole 
Mine  «u  SatiL 


pofture  ready  to  plead  his  righteous  caufe,  to  execute 
judgment  on  his  enemies,  to  fupport  his  differing  fer- 
vant,  and  to  crown  his  martyrdom  with  immortal  ho¬ 
nour,  by  receiving  him  to  glory* 

56  And  Step  hen  t  in  holy  ecftacy,  and  with  a  noble 
intrepidity,  declared  it  to  them  all,  faying,  Obftrve  and 
wonder,  I,  at  this  very  time  clearly  fee  an  opening  thro* 
the  clouds  into  the  third  heaven  ^  and  there  I  behold 
Jefusj  the  Mefliah  himfeif,  inhuman  form,  of  illuffriouS 
beauty  and  grandeur,  (landing,  as  the  great  Lord  and 
Judge  of  all,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high, 
like  one  ready  to  exert  his  authority,,  to  your  coDfnGon, 
and  my  joy. 

57  Hereupon,  taking  it  for  granted  without  a  caufe, 
that  he  had  now  fpoke  blafphemy,  and  fo  confirmed 
their  charge  upon  him,  {chap.  vi.  11.)  they  bitterly  ex¬ 
cise  mrd  again  A  him  in  aooify  manner,  to  run  him  down 
-and  drown  his  voice,  and  flopped  their  ears  with  their 
fingers,  as  if  they  were  (hocked  at  his  words,  and  could 
not  bear  to  hear  them  }  and  the  whole  multitude,  being 
by  thefe  means  ftirred  up  into  a  fury,  violently  ruflied 
ujx>n  him  with  one  content. 

58  And  as  criminals  were  formerly  ordered  to  be  put 
to  death  without  the  carop,  {Lev.  xxiv.  ?4,  23.)  and 
afterwards  without  the  city,  (1  Kings  xxi.  13.)  fi>  they 
thrufl  him  out  of  Jerufalem ,  as  if-  he  were  an  accurfcd 
wretch  *  and  then,  under  pretence  of  executing  the  law 
again!!  biafphemers,  (Lev,  xxiv.  16-)  they  Aoned  him, 
till  he  died,  (fee  the  note  on  John  xviii.  31.)}  and  as  the 
wirnefles  were  to  begin  the . execution,  (Dent.w ii.  6, 
7.)  fo  the  perfons  that  had  depofed,  as  evidences  againft 
him,  threw  off  tbeir  upper  garments,  that  they  might 
be  the  fitter  for  their  laborious  and  tragical  work,  and 
Committed  them  to  the  cuftody  of  a  young  man  *  named 

Sauli 


,  „  ,  .  .  NOTES. 

i«  and  r,;rt.  i.  i.)  and  hltg  tW  of  the  npo* 

i\lc  John,  when  kc_fintt  tht  New  JmfiUm 


cffinj  down  from  God  cat  of  bom,  (Rrv„ 
xit*i  a-)  However,  it  was  a  divine  dilcovcry  of 
the  man  jifiii,  as  tully  edited  ui  alt  his 
glory,  after  he  had  left  this  world,  and  vu 
gone  to  *hc  father* 

*  Ssvi  was  his  Hetrcvr  name,  which  lig¬ 
nites  or  dtjirtd  \  he  was  likawife  call- 

ol  which  was  his  Stomo  naiacj  and 

Hit  ft ;  and  if  this  was  originally  his 
Xcman  iuitc,  there  is  not  much  mom  for 
foppofiiig,  as  fooK  dot  that  it  wa§  given 

Mm  with  a  reference  to  the  (borimfs  of  liis 
Aaturt;  However,  after  lie  became  ao  apo- 
ftle,  he  was  chiefly  known  by  this  name,  a$ 
I  he  molt  acceptable  to  the  Gtatifa.  He 


was  a  native  of  T&fi i,  the  chief  city  uf 

C’iUtic  ;  but  was  defeended  from  Hthrntf  pa¬ 
tents,  of  the  tribe  of  tad  = 

youth  of  pregnant  parts,  a  warm  Phnrifrt\ 
and  bigot  to  7 vdidfmt  ami  a  rood  fchoLi, 
having  been  firll  educated  in  the  Gretk  bn* 
goage,  phibiopby,  and  poetry,  ro  i  very- 
polite  and  noted  lchool  of  Torfw,  and  it* 
ter  wards  Itudied  dWiufcy,  according  to  the 
y<vdft  law,  and  the  traditions  of  the  cUtrs 
irt  a  fehool  at  Jinj/ir/fw,  under  the  facum- 
Gamt&tl  a*  his  tutor;  and  he  coming  > 
farions  zealot  against  ChriAiuihy,  till  (he 
Isord  Jefos  met  him,  and  convetred  him, 
at  he  was  going  on  a  persecuting  errand  to 
Da  mafia {chef*  *xi U  3, 4*  f  *  and 
S*  tf*J  He  wu  like  wife  brought^  u 


r: 


Cb.  to. 


59  And  they 
finned  Stephen, 

calling  upon  God* 

and  frying,  Lord 
Telus,  tod  we  my 

(piriL 


do  And  he 

kneeled  down  , 
±iul  eried  with  i 
loud  woke,  Lord, 

lay  not  (hi*  fin 

to  ihdr  charge. 
Andtwlicnbebd 
Lid  this,  be  fell 
tike?* 


Th*  Acts  zf  tht  Apostles  foraphrafaL  8 $ 

Savt ;  who  was  now  a  furious  ztzlot  againft  Strpben 
and  his  doftrine,  bur  afterwards  became  a  famous  con¬ 
vert  and  apoftle  of  Jefus  Chrifh 

59  And  aJ I  the  while  that  they  were  battering 

phm  with  (bowers  of  (tones*  he  behaved  with  a  noble 
Chriftian  fortitude  and  compofure  of  fpirit*  invoking  or 
calling  upon  the  Lotd  Jefus  in  prayer*  with  faith  in  him* 
as  a  divine  pertbn*  and  faying,  x‘>**ra,  Kvpt* 

tw*)  O  Welled  Saviour,  who  art  Lord  of  all,  and  for 
whole  fake  I  am  now  fuflering  martyrdom*  I  humbly 
commit  my  departing  foul  to  thy  fpecial  care  and  love, 
begging  that  thou  wouldlt  receive  it  into  thine  imme¬ 
diate  prefence  in  tby  heavenly  kingdom  ;  and  putting 
my  trull  and  confidence  in  thee*  that  as  foon  as  I  am 
abfent  from  the  body*  I  {hall  be  prefent  with  thee. 

60  And*  at  length*  in  the  midft  of  their  cruelties 

and  bis  own  dillreb*  he  fell  upon  his  knees  ;  and  in 
that  reverent  pofture  prayed*  with  great  earneflnefe, 
piety*  and  charity*  and  with  an  audible  voice*  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  bis  dying  Saviour*  laying*  Lord*  let  not  this 
great  iniquity  of  my  murderers  be  imputed  to*  and  pu- 
nifhed  upon  them  *  let  them  not  be  dealt  with  by  tbee 
as  they  are  now  dealing  with  me  ;  but  let  the  merit  of 
thy  blood  plead  for  them*  and  bring  them  to  faring  re¬ 
pentance  ;  and  let  them  be  brought  to  faith  tn  thee  for. 
the  remiflum  of  this*  and  of  all  their  other  fins.  And 
as  foon  as  he  had  poured  out  the  defire  of  Iris  heart  in  this 
charitable  drain  for  them,  which  was  after  wards  mnarka- 
b]y  anfwered  in  the  converfion  of  Saui>  {chap,  is.)  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  laft  mortal  wound*  and  died  with  as  much 
compofure  and  £atisfa£Hon  as  if  he  had  been  only  lay* 
mg  himfelf  down  to  fleep  in  the  arms  of  who 

will  raife  his  body*  which  refts  in  the  grave  from  all 
its  former  fatigues  and  fufferinga,  to  a  glorious  immor¬ 
tality. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

Do  any  call  us  to  account  concerning  our  faith  and  hope  in  Chrift  ?  Let  the 
l*uv  and  the  testimony  be  oar  defence  ;  they  all  along  fpnkc  of  himt  and  by 
them  wc  are  aflared  that  he,  who*  with  relation  to  his  office,  hare  the  name  of 
the  Apgd  of  the  Lord,  is  in  himfelf  the  God  of  Abraham*  lfaac*  and  Jfacvh9 
who  appeared  to  AUfit  in  tbc  flaming  hath  without  con  fuming  it ,  was  with  him 
In  all  his  dangers,  and  wrought  all  the  wonders  of  IfrxcPs  deliverances  by  hi3 
hands;  and  who  was  typified  by  that  famous  prophet,  and  by  *]&jfma9  their  lead¬ 
er  into  the  land  of  Canaan*  and  by  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  end  is  now  exalt¬ 
ed,  in  our  nature,  to  the  higbeft  dignity  of  his  office  in  heaven,  and  is  the  pro¬ 
per  object  of  faith  and  religious  woribip*— -Bow  true  and  faithful  is  God  to  Ids 


V  O  T  FL 


twfoefs^f  a  tent-maker;  it  being  rail o (na¬ 
ry,  imrtng  even  the  rich  Jiftifj*  to  breed  their 
children,  though  ft  u  dents,  to  f>me  liAiuly- 
eraii  :rade.  to  prevent  idlcntfs  and  fto,  stud 


make  them  capable  of  canting  theft  liveli¬ 
hood,  if,  by  any  turn  of  Providence*  they 
(Iknild  have  oo cuftun  fur  it.  See  lJr 
f*nx  vol.  i.  ix  *9S'  and  in  ®rc.  p.  yij. 


S  6 


The 


CJw  TOU 


covenant :  though  wr,  alas  !  are  dull  of  underftandm^,  and  do  not  obfcrve  his 
way  aod  time  lor  fuliillfag  k !  Hut  how  fare  arc  his  performances  of  all  hit  pro* 
mrfc5r  in  due  feafon,  to  them  that  tnifl-  in  him  ;  and  how  gracmufly  does  he  ac¬ 
cept  them  ami  th^h-  fVrWces,  according  to  his  own  mftitution,  of  ivhat  nation, 
cr  m  what  place  foever  they  arc  !  And,  O  how  much  better  is  it  to  have  God 
dwelling  in  onr  hearts  by  faith,  and  in  o«r  religions  aflcznblies  by  his  Spirit,  as 
histeniplt:  upon  earth,  till  we  get  to  the  throne  of  his  glory  in  heaven,  than  to 
imagine  that  his  fpccial  prefence  is  cm  lined  to  any  material  temple!  But  ah  ! 
How  prone  arc  hypocritical  psnkftbvs  to  be  more  fond  of  rites  and  ceremonies* 
than  of  his  law  ami  gnfpel  I  ilow  fully  have  many  revolted  from  him,  refilled 
his  Spirit,  pirfccutcd  his  femnts,  and  n*j<*cted  turn*  and  his  falvatiun,  to  their 
own  dreadful  perdition  l  But  the  Lord  Jet  us  will  ftand  by  the  true  confefTors  of 
Itis  name  at  the  wotil  of  limes,  will  fill  them  with  the  Holy  Chaff,  and  give 
them  fcrifonablc  niani reflations  of  his  glory ;  ami  when  his  enemies  caft  them  out, 
and  croc  Ify  put  them  to  death,  hr  flr*nd3  ready  to  fapport  and  comfort  them,  to 
take  tlunn  into  the  aims  of  his  love,  mid  lt>  receive  them  to  heaven,  that  they 
may  live  with  him  for  evm  And  <> !  with  what  lioiy  liberty,  zeal,  and  cou¬ 
rage,  will  they  fpenk  for  him,  and  ftilfer  tvtu  to  the  worft  of  martyrdoms  for  h:s 
fake,  when  be  rails  them  *n  iu  and  fiicng'hcns  thon  fi*r  k  !  With  iwlut  humble 
cotiiick-nre,  am!  idluriirg  far  Is  fait  ion,  may  they  invoke  his  mir/,  and  commit 
thrir  departi^  ihw Is  to  him  ;  and  with  what  peace  and  pleafare  may  they  die, 
with  a  fpirit  toward  their  enemies,  and  with  joyful  hopr  of  their  own 

fouls;  gofaj:  immcdiatrly  tn  Jefas,  and  of  their  bodies  flexping  in  him,  till  they 
find  I  awHkc  to  evrrlafiing  Hfc,  and  appear  with  Him  in  glory  ! 


c  II  A  P.  VIII. 

The  perfiatficn  tf  tlx  church,  i, — 3.  Its  enlargement  chiefly  by  means 
of  Philip1/ preaching  the  gc/pel  at  Samaria  with  great  fuccefs,  4, — 13. 
The  dj tefiks,'  Peter  and  John,  ccn/rm  ike  dtjciples  there ,  and  fevere- 
ly  reprwe  Simon  Magus,  14,-25.  jjnd  Philip*  by  order  e/an  an¬ 
gel,  preaches  Ghrifi  to  the  eunuch,  baptizes ,  and  leaves  him,  261-40. 

T  F.  3  -I- . 

A  Nil  Saul  UK 
cr>nfcn[TOg  un¬ 
to  lib  JtfarS*  And 
it  that  time  there 

was  agrejt  pcirfc- 


oition  ugAintf  the 
church  w  hich  vat 
#1  Jc-nii3tlrfu :  qnd 
ihcy  were  a:  I 
frittered  thread 
thrmif  hcui  the 
iLj£f£>n*  of  jodca 
an*t  £,11*1,1,1 1,  i‘)f- 
fupc  the  apvflitji 


Pah  a  pur  a  SB. 

VTOW  Saul,  with  others  of  his  own  kidney, 

^  concurred  in,  and  was  highly  plea  fed  at  Stephen's 
death,  train!;'  imagining,  that  this  firft  ami  vigorous 
execution  of  fuch  a  bold  champion  for  Chriflianity, 
would  ftrike  terror  into  all  its  friends,  and  put  a  flop  to 
irs  incrcafe  :  And  as  the  fanhedrim  faw  their  authoriry 
finking,  and  were  eicalpe rated  to  the  hit  degree  at  Ste¬ 
phen'*  cutting  difeourfe,  a  feverc  perfemtion  was  railed 
againit  the  church  at  Jerufalem  j  and  all  *  its  preach¬ 
ers,  who  were  chiefly  (truck  ar,  difperfed  themfelves 
through  the  countries  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  to  avoid 
the  heat  of  the  ilorm,  and  to  preach  the  gofpel  in  thofc 

T  E. 


*  Tfrcjr  mere  al!  Jpatiertd  abroad,  mu,')  Le 

with  Hmie  limiL4!ioit;  ihe  a^ftlcs 
tkcrc  Ut  1  till  dwa  Chrilt:anB*  who 

v  i¥ro  pfoI>ku]y  fOiivt  i  Jji  trilm  l^c 

thft  birirH  Sx-ha?  *'v), 
hiii>t:a-*rW.$  o-ver  him  at  hi*  rr:vc ; 
l  here  S:n-f  b«N>;  ihrj'r*  liiam- other 
JEwi  «;id  ivoiucn,  ££.*/  peril  Cut  td , 


parts, 

and  who  m  dUlhffutjbctl  from  them  dm 

hctc  fcatterul  Abroad,  {wr.  1,-4,)  #|‘hn= 
therefore  fccm  to  be  the  remainder  of  :;■» 
hundred  and  twenty  that  were  ailed  il.c 
apnftla  own  company,  (ri.jp.  iv.  *3-)  aivi 
perhaj*  bicloded  fcWdl  «(her  later  con¬ 
verts,  that  had  iwrivcd  the  £sfts  of  the  lbily 
Ch^O,  and  wvn:  abou;  u  rracgcIUU  1 7 
y;t«cb  iJic  gr>fpck 


Cb.  TIU. 


The  Acts  5/“  the  Apostles  paraphrafei. 


*1 


1  AnH  demit 
men  carried  Stc- 
pW'.\  irf  hit  bmai% 
made  grot 
lamentation  over 
Hm. 


friends, 
for  the 
danger. 


3  As  for  S 

lie  nude  haroek 
of  rite  dwell,  en¬ 
teritis  into  erery 
h^uUfgn  debating 

men  and  women, 

OKinmtied  tbtm 
;t*  p/iton* 


parts,  according  to  ChrifVs  dirt£Hon$,  {Mat*  x.  23* 
and  Aft i  u  8.)  Qnly  the  apoftlcs,  by  facial  intimati¬ 
ons  from  the_  Spirit,  kept  together  $  and  commuting 
thcmfelves,  amidft  all  danger,  to  the  divine  protection, 
flayed  in  that  city,  to  fupport  the  prrfecuted  imereft 
there,  to  obferve  the  openings  of  Providence,  and  to 
be  ready  to  go  wherever  k  fhould  call  them. 

2  In  the  mean  time,  fome  of  Step  fan's  religions 
to  (hew  their  refped  to  him,  and  their  zeal 
caufe  of  Cluifl,  ventured,  in  the  face  of  all 
to  carry  off  his  mangled  corpfe,  and  give  it  a 

decent  funeral,  greatly  bewailing  the  lofs,  and  the  bar¬ 
barous  execution  of  fuch  an  uferul  worthy  perfon. 

3  But  to  return,  Saul)  who  was  a  furious  bigot  to 
yWtft/m,  and  a  bitter  enemy  to  Chriflianity,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap,  vik  58.)  am)  was  mentioned  but, now, 
(wr,  1*)  as  abetting  and  taking  pleafore  in  the  inhuman 
murder  of  Stephen^  This  hot-headed  youth,  was  one 
of  the  forwarded  to  carry  on  the  perfect  lion  ;  and, 
having  received  authority  from  the  fanhedrim,  (chap* 
xxii.  5-}  he  hid  himfelf  out,  with  all  his  might,*  to  di- 
ftrefs  the  church,  and  made  dreadful  wafle  upon  it,  break¬ 
ing  open  the  doors  of  their  places  of  worfhip,  and  of 
private  houfes  where  Chrittians  dwelt,  or  were  harbour¬ 
ed  ;  and  dragging  away  women,  as  well  as  men,  with¬ 
out  (hewing  the  leafl  companion  to  the  tender  fex,  and 
throwing  them  into  jail,  without  diiltnclton,  in  order 
to  their  being  tried  and  condemned  to  death.  {Chap. 
xxii.  4.) 

4  As  therefore,  thro'  the  violence  of  the  times,  there 

was  no  opportunity  for  public  miniflrations  at  Jervfa* 
Uni)  the  preachers,  that  by  tbismeans  were  forced  away 
from  thence,  and  difperfed  into  other  parts,  went  on 
fevendly  with  their  work  of  publifhiug  trie  glad  tidings 
of  the  gofpel,  in  different  places  wlicre- 

cvcr  they  came  ;  and  fo  the  attempts,  that  were  made 
to  fupprefs  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,  were  over-ruled  hy 
Providence  for  the  greater  and  wider  propagation  of  it. 

5  Among  the  reft,  Philip  the  evangclifl,  who  was 
alfo  ore  of  the  feven  deacons  lately  chofcn,  {chap,  vi. 
5.  and  xxi.  8)  went1*  to  one  of  the  chief  cities  01  Sa~ 
maria ,  where  our  Jxrd  himfclf  had  been  about  three 
or  four  years  before,  (John  iv.}  ;  and  there  he  proclaim¬ 
ed  Jcfus  Chrifl  to  the  people,  (iww.-**  j  the  How 
nf  iin d  and  the  true  Mefliah,  who  had  b^en  crucified, 
but  was  rifen  again,  and  exalted  at  the  Father’s  ri  ght 

band ; 

ir  o  t  e* 

*  This  vw  Stiff IxfH.  wjtkh  the  7^,  hr  wav  rcrfc^ch,  calkd 

(  xv  thv  tjxcmt  y.^a  Iv.  y  ) 


4  Therefore 

:';fv  tlut  were 

p 

iirstti-ml  sbr&ad 
i*vi  ry  \riicrc 
p  the 


j  Then  Philip 
uxu;  i]v\\n  turhc 
erry 

1  i:r ,  ^ntl  prcichcd 
Cluiumiiothcoi) 


88 


<  And  the  peo¬ 
ple  With  one  ac¬ 
cord  nyc  heed 
Cato  t£aic  thing* 

which  Philip 

fpab  t  I  tearing 
s  od  feeing  the  mi* 
ndc»  which  he 

dty. 


y  For  unckaa 

fplriti  ,  cning 
wkh  a  lcruJ  voice, 
rime  out  of  mar  7 
thatvcrcpotfcfled 
tan/k  theta  ;  and 
many  raben  with 

palfics,  and  that 
were  lame,  were 

r  ^ 

healed* 


%  And*  there 
wu  gVe*t  joy  in 
that  ply* 


9  Ruttherewa* 
n  ccrUin  man  call¬ 
ed  Simon,  which 
before-time  in  the 
fame  city  ofed  for* 
cery.and  bewitch- 
fd  the  purple  of 
Samaria  ,  giving 
pijt  that  hjmfclf 
was  Jome  great 
pee. 


Tht  Acts  $  tie  Apostles  paraphrased.  CH»  viu* 

hand ;  and  (hewed  them  the  way  of  (alvation  through 
him. 

6  And  as  many  of  the  Samaritans  had  believed  in 
Chrift,  upon  his  own  perfotial  -preaching  to  them,  tho' 
he  had  wrought  no  miracles  among  them,  {John  h. 
39,  41.  fee  the  note  there)  To  great  multitudes  of  them 
{« (tx")  now,  with  one  confrnt,  attended  to.  and  re¬ 
ceived  with  faith  and  love,  the  gofpel  concerning  him. 
which  Philip  taught  them,  while  they  not  only  heard  him 
preach,  hut  faw  the  miracles  that  he  wrought  to  con¬ 
firm  his  doctrine  j  and  heard  the  words  by  which  he 
performed  them  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  whom  he. pith 
claimed  to  them  »  and  were  wttnelTes  of  the  confeflions 
that  were  thereupon  made  of  the  Saviour,  to  his  -glory. 

y  For  evil  infernal  fpirits,  whofe  temper,  work,  and 
defign  were  vile  and  finful,  finding  themfeives  unable 
to  refill  the  mighty  power  of  Chrilt,  which  attended 
Philip* s  words,  cried  out  with  hideous  rage,  and  there¬ 
upon  inftantly,  though  againft  their  wills,  departed 
from  abundance  of  perfotis  whom  they  had  corporally 
poffcfied,  flee  the  note  on  Mattb.  iv,  34.)  And  mauy 
others  that  had  been  fo  dreadfully  feiaed  with  palfies,  and 
had  loft  the  nfe  of  their  limbs  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to 
be  incurable  by  human  art,  were  cffedually  recovered 
to  health  and  ftrength* 

8  And  fuch  was  the  power  of  divine  grace  upon  a 
multitude  of  fouls,  and  fitch  the  miracles  of  mercy  u- 
pon  many  bodies,  that  the  greateft  fatisfa&ion  and  delight 
difTufed  through  the  minds  and  beam  of  the  people  of 
that  city,  in  their  embracing  the  gofpel. 

9  But  there  was  a  noted  infamous  man.  one  Simon 
Magus  >  who  raking  the  opportunity  of  the  general  ex¬ 
pectation  of  tbe  Mdfiah  in  thofe  days,  and  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  deface  tbe  good-  imprdGons  which  Chrift  had 
formerly  made  upon  that  people  concerning  bimfelf, 
when  he  was  perfonally  among  them,  had  for  Dome  rime 
pall  ufed  magical  arts,  and  worked  (ham  miracles,  by 
diabolical  aid,  in  this  very  city,  and  bad  thereby  ftrangc- 
ly  infatuated  and  amufpd  the  minds  of  tbe  Samaritans  ; 
he,  at  the  fame  time,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  im- 
poftors  *.  boafting  of  hitnfelf  as  a  very  great  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  man,  of  a  divine  chan&er. 

10  And 

T  E. 

and  Gad  over  all  pnmfality  and  power ;  ami 
pretcaded  to  appear  to  the  Jrmf  a#  ihe  .fut 
to  the  Saroanlant  of  iht  Father t  attd  toother 
nations  zs  the  tklj  Ghtft.  See  an  account  o f 
he  blaf-  theft,  and  others  of  his  monlboully  blaf- 

phcmou*  and  abominably  llconboi  doc- 
ruiea,  in  l^htfprt  aud  Wkfy  pa  the  piece. 


K  0 

*  Sane  Aink  that  ^imj}  pretended  him* 
fdf  to  be  ihr  Mtuliah,  or  fomtf  jmi  pro¬ 
phet  and  iKcilcuger  frofhi  God;  and  it  ap¬ 
pear*  from  trtxcuSi  TcnulStiBi  Jxftw  Mvr- 
h*',  aud  other*  of  ilic  wiLlcDlt,  Utat  he  bhf* 
phemonfiy  g^rc  him  fell  oat  to  he  the  rlltf 

P&tp  T»i  to  be  God  the  Esther  aecsz 

■  M.  *" 


Cb.  tUL 

io  To  whom 
they  *11  gw  heed 

fmrn  the  I aft  to 
the  grcatcft*  fey* 
ing,  Thu  man  U 
the  great  power 

Of  GodT 

iv  And  co  biro 

they  had  regard, 
bftiufc  that  of 
brig  time  he  had 
bewitched  them 
with  fortunes,  ^ 

i  x  But  when 
th  cy  believed  PI  it* 
)ipk  preaching  the 
t  hio^  concern¬ 
ing  the  kingdom 
of  God,  and  the 
name  of  Jcfus 

Chrift,  they  were 
baptised  both 
men  and  voraen. 


The  Acts  of  the.  A? ostles  paraphrafed. 


So 


i^ThenStmon 
Mmfdf  believd 
alfo :  and,  when 
lie  au  baptbed, 
he  cootia  ucd  with 
Philip,  end  won* 

dered. 


10  And  fuch  a  d el u fire  influence  bad  his  magical 
pranks  upon  this  people,  that  high  and  low,  young  and 
old  among  them,  generally  paid  him  a  great  deal  of 
reverence  and*  regard,  and  cried  him  up  for  a  wonder¬ 
ful  perfon,  faying,  He  is  furely  endued  with  the  al¬ 
mighty  power  of  the  great  God  hi  mfelf. 

11  And  they  gave  great  attention  to  him,  and  to  all 
that  he  faid ;  becaufe  for  a  conGderable  time  be  bad 
enchanted  and  confounded  their  minds,  through  his 
artful  management,  in  the  way  of  witchcraft  *,  by  un¬ 
accountable  charms. 

12  But  when  the  very  persons  that  had  been  fo  e- 
gregioufly  impofed  upon  by  Simon,  and  led  captive  by 
tbe  devil  St  his  will,  were  by  a  divine  influence  con¬ 
vinced  of,  and  brought  to  receive  by  faith  the  joyful 
tidings  of  falvation  which  Philip  jtreached,  relating  to 
tbe  fpirinial  bleffings,  privileges,  and  obligations  of  the 
gofpel-ftatc,  which  ihould  iffue  in  heavenly  glory,  and 
to  Jcfus  Chrilt,  as  the  only  Saviour,  Lord,  and  King 
of  the  church,  by  whofe  power  alone  all  thefe  miracles 
were  wrought  $  they  then  deferted  the  irapoitor,  and 
cheat  fully  came  under  the  initiating  leal  of  God's  co¬ 
venant,  which  in  this  new  difpenfation  of  grace,  was 
equally  applicable  to  male  and  famale,  they  being  alt 
one  in  Chrifi  Jefos,  and  become  Abraham's  feed-  and  heirs 
according  to  the  promife,  {Gal.  iiL  27,  28,  29.}  And 
fo  both  men  and  women,  who  were  now  delivered  from 
the  power  of  Satan,  and  tranflated  into  Chriffs  king¬ 
dom,  {Col.  i.  13.)  were  baptized  in  his  name  io  tefti- 
mony  of  their  devotednefs,  fubje&ion,  and  adherence 
to  him ;  and,  in  that  way,  became  profefled  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  members  of  the  Chriftian  church. 

1 3  Then  Simon  bimfclf  alfo  feeing  the  miracles  that 
were  vaftly  fuperior  to  all  he  had  pretended  to,  and  ob* 
ferving  that  thereupon  the  people  went  over  fo  entirely 
from  him  to  Chriflt,  was  brought  to  a  con  vision  in  his 
own  mind,  that  Philip* s  doftrinc  mutt  needs  be  true : 
And  he  making  an  open  profeflion  of  faith  therein,  ran 
with  the  crowd,  and  was  baptized  ;  after  which,  with 
alt  appearances  of  a-ftneere  convert,  he  kept  company 
with  Pbilipj  and  attended  on  his  miniftry  :  And  as  he 

was 


H  0 

*  Hnw  fetoloui  Gievcr  ftori«  of  witch¬ 
ed  h?ve  been  in  bier  ages,  it  Teems 
4*  if,  br  divine  pcrtnHIiou,  for  the  mow 
cvitlt  nt  diftingmlhfag  of  true  cnirede*  Ihm 
other  appcarincei,  there  were  really  a  dii* 
bo!:c;il  power  rxrtied  by  Snaaa  Maga j,  in 
*orLriig  1ii»  pretended  miracle*,  like  thwt  or 

*ii:  magicians  13  flu*  thi*  m  « 


T  E. 

much  outdone  1w  the  true  miracles  of  rbi£pt 
as  that  was  bj  tnufc  of  ;  and  we  may 
be  fart  that  God  will  alwaysovrronrac,  wlten* 
ever  the  toniert  lyes  between  him  and  the 
devil!  and  wilt  give  indisputable  proofs  of 
fuperior  power  in  the  mirades  of  which  he 
is  the  author,  beyond  alt  dial  ean  be  done  by 
any  mere  crcuiart  in  oppofiLjpn  to  him, 


pa  The 

ifcrcd,  belioUfing 
tin:  niirarlci  wtd 

fig  ns  wfaicb  were 
dime. 


¥4  Kav  «1ien 

kh 

urre  :j.t  JtfTqtsdcjH 

■  bnrd  ihar 
rU  hid  received 
the  w*nf  ot  Godf 
they  lent  unto 
I  hem  Peter  slid 
John; 


15  Who>  when 
(liey  ^ert  fame 
iJi-m  n,  prayed  for 
flu-m  lt>af  they 
mi§h*  recrire  the 
liiify  Gtclh 


jfi  (F«r  as  yet 
he  «■«  Elites  upon 

nouo  i!;cni:  ou* 
iy  fuy  VkTehap- 
tiftrd  i:i  f!  c  name 

os  :he  .Luid  Jc- 
lus.) 


t  j  Then  hid 
they  itezr  hands 
on  then*  and  they 
received 


Acts  cf  tie  Apostles  parapbrafed.  -  Oh.  viii. 

was  daily  an  eye-witnefs  of  ftil]  further  wonderful  works 
of  divine  power  and  goodnefs,  which  were  fo  many 
undeniable  atteftations  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpcl,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap.  it.  22.)  he  was  filled  with  as  much 
aftonifliment  at  them  as  the  people  had  been  before  at 
his  own  forgeries. 

14  Now,  after  Tome  time,  when  the  apoftles,  who 
flill  continued  together  at  Jerufalem,  (vcr.  1.)  came  to 
bear  the  good  news  that  many  of  the  Samaritans  had 
embraced  the  gofpcl  as  the  word  of  God)  they  agreed 
to  fend  two  of  their  number  to  them  ;  and  particularly 
fixed  on  Peter  and  John  for  thatpurpofe,  that  they  might 
help  forward  the  promifing  beginnings,  by  countenan- 
cing  and  a  Aiding  Philip  in  their  preaching :  by  confirm¬ 
ing  the  difciples,  and  conferring  fpiritual  gifts  upon 
them*  which  none  hut  apoftles  were  capable  of  doing; 
and  by  fettling  a  church  in  thofe  parts,  and  doing  every 
thing  elfe,  that  might  be  further  requifite  for  propaga¬ 
ting  the  intereft  and  kingdom  of  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and 
the  good  of  immortal  fouls. 

15  And  as  Peter  d  id  not  claim  any  fupertority  of 
power  over  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  or  take  upon  him  to 
fend  others,  or  to  go  of  his  own  head ;  fo,  by  the  order 
of  his  brethren,  he  and  John  cheurfully  went,  as  fellow* 
fcrvaiUE  and  meflengers  of  the  body  j  and  upon  their 
arrival  at  Samaria,  they  recommended  the  new  converts 
to  God  >n  prayer,  that,  at  this  firft  plantation  of  the 
gcf'pel  among  them,  they  might  be  made  partakers  of 
fueii  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  Infinite 
’Wifdom  ihould  fee  (it  to  bellow  upon  them,  for  the 
more  evident  demouftration,  that  the  doQrine  they 
had  received  was  indeed  the  word  of  God ;  that  it  had 
effectually  worked  upon  their  hearts ;  and  that,  under 
this  bleficd  difpenfation  of  grace,  they  Ihould  he  admit* 
ted  to  equal  privileges  and  bldTings  with  JevtiJb  converts. 

16  For  hitherto  the  miraculous  powers  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  had  not  defeended  upon  any  of  thefe  Samaritan 
believers ;  they  were  only  partakers  of  his  enlightening 
and  fim£liiyi»g  influences,  whereby  they  were  brought 
to  believe  in  Chritt,  and  to  be  baptized  in  his  name,  by 
virtue  of  his  authority,  and  in  token  of  their  relation 
and  fubjeflion  to  him,  .as  their  only  Lord  and  Saviour, 
and  of  their  faith  in  him,  and  engagements  to  be  his. 
(Sec  the  note  on  chap,  ii,  38.) 

ry  When  thefe  two  apoftles  had  prayed  for  them, 
they  ufed  the  Ggnificant  ceremony  of  laying  their  hands 
upon  them,  as  an  intimation  that  their  prayers  were 
airfwtred,  and  as  a  figcal  that  the  gifts  prayed  for 

were 


.1  *** 
h,  vn r* 


7 Tx 


9* 


drived  ike  Holjr 

;utt* 


iR  And  when 
iron  faw,  that, 
nugh  laying 

the  apfiiUcf 
.•■id*,  the  Holy 
'  'll  ft75  given, 

c  offered  litem 


were  then  conferred ;  and  they  accordingly  were  *,  in 
a  vifible  manner,  made  partakers  of  wonderful  miracu¬ 
lous  powers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

i&  And  when  Simon  the  ibreerer  faw,  that,  thro*  the 
apoftles  laying  their  hands  on  perfons  heads,  fnefa  for- 
prizing  gift*  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were,  without  any  more 
ado,  freely  and  immediately  conveyed  to  them  ;  he  fla¬ 
red  like  a  man  aghaft;  and  thinking  with  faimfelf,  that 
there  was  fomething  very  pompous  and  divine-like  in 
this  exercife  of  their  authority,  and  that,  if  he  were 
hut  able  to  do  the  fame,  it  would  effectually  aufwer  the 
utmoft  of  his  covetous  and  amhitious  views  j  and  ima¬ 
gining  that  the  apofUes  were  as  mercenary  creatures  as 
himfelf,  he  offered  to  tempt  them  with  a  round  fum  of 
money, 

19  Saying,  Be  fo  good  as  to  confer  this  noble  power 
upon  me,  that  on  whomfoever  I  Avail  lay  my  hands,  he 
may  receive  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  the  fame  manner  as  thefe 
perfons  have,  by  your  laying  hands  on  them  ;  and  all 
this  treafure  (hall  be  yours. 

20  But  as  his  making  this  proposal  was  the  higheft 
affront  that  could  be  put  upon  the  apoftles,  and  di  {co¬ 
vered  the  moll  carnal  felf-fccking  temper  of  mind,  and 
the  moft  unworthy  notions  of  the  nature  and  detign  of 
the  Chrifttan  religion,  and  of  the  miracles  that  confirm¬ 
ed  it  f,  Peter  i aid  to  him,  with  indignation  and  difdain, 
O  thou  abandoned  wretch,  we  will  have  nothing  to  do 
with  your  iniquitous  reward $  we  deteft  it  as  mean 
earthly  treafure,  which  will  perith  with  yourfclf,  whofe 
horrible  abufe  of  your  riches  will  aggravate  your  ruin, 
becaufe  you  was  fo  monftreufly  foolilh  and  wicked,  as 
to  imagine  that  the  free  gift  of  God,  in  bellowing  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  for  anfwering  fpi ritual  and  heavenly  pur¬ 
poses,  might  be  bought  with*  the  pelf  of  this  world,  and 
that  to  fuhferve  your  vile  defign  of  going  on  to  delude 
the  people  more  than  ever. 

21  Allure  yourfclf,  that  yon  have  no  claim  to  the 
leaft  ftiare  or  inheritance  in  the  privileges  and  blefiitigs 

tor  of  the  difpentaiion  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  Chrift  and 
heavenly  glory :  For  how  fpcviou?  foever  yout  proftf- 
fions  of  faith  may  he,  it  hereby  appears,  with  uudeni- 
ablc  evidence,  that  your  heart  is  hypocritical  and  per- 
verfe  i  and  th<;t  God  has  all  along  feeu  it  to  be  fo,  what* 

foever 

NOTES. 

4  That  it  in  font  visible  manner*  at  prppfuryin*;,  at  in  rtaf*  xli.  4, 
ifift  Cn  its  it  pi-tin  friim  f  Frrt.n  l\n*  I: a  of  (he  prrcnnn? 

1-  it,  (zH'r.  )  and  it  «dt  pmhably  of  i-t t  w  of 

in  their  wi:h  tou^u'S  t] c\'? ,  hy  Imberyj  is  calk'd 


t?  5ft  Jtngt  Cite 

Tr  airv  tliis  po#* 

T,ihat,on  whom* 
<vci  [lay  hunts, 

.>  xi  iy  receive  the 
.iJy  GML 

\  0  Rot  Peter 
f.id  mito  hire, 
Trv  moncr  p-riih 

v  r  P 

u  .:h  thcc,  li  teazle 
(IiOm  !u(t  thought 
t;H  it  the  ftift  of 
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fortby  heart  btiot 
tiriit  in  the  £cbt 
ofGod. 

liRcpentthcrc* 
fora  of  (hit  thy 
-wickcdncfi*  and 
pray  God,  if  per- 
lap#  the  thought 
ofthioe  heart  nay 

be  fargrTcn  draw 
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Ch,  viii. 


a  j  For  I  percd« 
that  thou  art  in  the 
gall  of  bfttemeTs, 
and  is  the  bond  of 
iniquity* 


14  Then  in* 
fwered  inoo  *and 
Aid,  Pray  ye  to 
the  Lorti  for  me. 
that  none  of  thcle 
thing*  which  ye 
birefpokea  come 
tipm  me. 


judge  concerning  you,  or  whatsoever 
if  vourfelf. 


22  It  is  therefore  your  higheft  incereftj  as  well  u 
duty,,  to  take  conviftion  of,  arid  to  be  deeply  afflicied 
and  humbled  for  this  your  abominable  crime)  and  ear* 
nefUy  to  beg  of  God  to  give  you  a  juft  fenfe  of  it)  and 
to  deliver  you  from  its  guilt  and  power)  if  it  be  not  the 
unpardonable  Gn,  and  there  be  any  poffibility,  after  all, 
that  the  evil  imagination  of  your  heart  may  be  graci- 
oufly  forgiven  you. 

23  For  as  to  your  prefent  condition  before  God  *,  I 
certainly  know  that  you  are  in  a  dreadful  (late  of  fm  and 
condemnation)  which  is  as  diftalteful  to  God)  as  nau- 
feous  in  its  own  nature)  and  as  bitter  in  its  fruits  and 
effedls,  ( Deut.  xxix.  18.  ajuixu.ij.32,)  assail  and  worm* 
wood  can  be  to  the  palate  of  a  man  ;  yel,  that  you  are 
as  thoroughly  drenched  in  the  corruption  of  nature,  and 
overcome  by  it)  as  a  man  is  by  the  mod  pernicious  in* 
toxicating  liquor  when  he  is  in  drink  ;  and  that  yen. 
are  held  fall  by  the  cords  and  bands  of  wickednefs,  ((fa. 
Iviit.  6.)  bound  down  to  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and 
bound  over  to  the  righteous  j udgment  of  God,  and  10 
cvcrlafting  deftruQion  by  his  holy  law,  in  as  deplorable 
circumftances  as  the  greateft  Have  and  criminal  pofli* 
bly  can  be. 

24  Then  Simon  was  fo  far  ftruck  at  this  dole  and 
awful  rebuke,  that  as  Pharaoh^  though  his  heart  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  hardened,  defired  Mofej  and  Aaron  to  pray 
that  the  fore  judgments  which  were  inflitled,  as  the 
punifliment  of  his  Gn  might  be  removed,  {Exod.  viii. 

8.  andx.  17,);  fo  this  ftupid  magician,  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  concerned  that  his  heart  might  he  right  in  the  Gglit 
of  God,  and  that  he  might  have  repentance  unto  life, 
and  find  gofpel*forgivenefs  of  his  fin,  was  fo  afraid  of 
God's  judgments,  that  he  fatd  to  Peter  and  ’John,  Alas ! 
my  cafe  being  fo  bad  as  ye  have  told  me,  I  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  have  any  intereft  with  God  myfelf ;  and 
therefore  I  intreat  that  ye,  whom  your  Lord  has  ho* 
noured  with  vifible  tokens  of  his  favour,  would  be  fo 
good  as  to  beg  of  him  on  my  behalf,  that  none  of  the 
terrible  wrath  and  vengeance  may  be  executed  upon 
me,  which,  from  what  ye  have  faid,  1  have  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  myfelf  expofed  to. 

25  And 

T  E. 

fuffideiu  ff>  determine  h:S  thought*  in  fa 
plain  a  cafe,  according  to  our  Lord**  own 
rule,  about  judging  of  pretender*  to 
i?t  tbdr  finis  ye  fiall  knw*  them±  {  fna;ht 
vii,  idjwi-ao.) 


H  O 

*  It  does  not  feem  nceeflary  to  fuppode 
that  the  apofHc  fpokc  this  by  a q  extraordi¬ 
nary  dticerniog  of  (pints,  which  vat  fbtne- 
times  cKcitifcd  on  ipecial  occaGonj,  as  a  mi- 
raculouc  jjift  of  tlie  Holy  Ghoft;  fince  a 
Curamou  judgment  of  discretion  be 
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,  «  And  the  w 
?d  of  the  Lord 
f[ukc  wttoPhttip* 
f*yiog,Arifi>and 
90  toward  the 
roach  ,  uoto  the 
way  that  gotth 
down  from  Jem* 
fjtm  antfl  Gaut 
w  hiefa  it  deface* 


tl  Andheajofe 
aod  went.  Aodt 
bthoU ,  a  man  of 

Ethiopia*  on  eu¬ 
nuch  of  great  au- 
I  hority  atrderGu^- 
dacc  qoem  of  the 
Ethiopians*  who 
h'd  the  charge  of 
all  btr  treafure, 

and 


35  And  after  theft  things  pa  fled  between  the  two  a- 
poftles  and  this  (breerer,  when  they  had  fufEciently  efta- 
olilhed  the  tefttmony  of  Philip,  by  preaching  the  fame 
gofpel  with  him,  and  miracolouily  confirming  it  with  the 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  they  themfelves  had  recei¬ 
ved  it  of  Ch  rift,  and  fo  had  fettled  a  church  in  thoft  parts} 
they,  not  being  yet  to  difpcrfo  into  various  places,  re¬ 
turned  to  their  brethren,  the  other  ten  apoftles,  at  Je- 
rufaiem ;  and,  in  their  way,  took  all  opportunities  of 
publifhing  the  glad  tidings  of  ftlvation  by  Jefus  Cbrift, 
in  many  towns  and  villages  of  the  Samaritans. 

2 6  Philip  al fo  having  finifhed  his  preftnt  work  of 
preaching  the  gofpel  at  the  chief  city  of  Samaria,  be¬ 
fore  mentioned,  {ver.  5.)  one  of  (he  holy  angels,  who  are 
Chrifl’s  ftrvants,  was  difpatched  witn  an  immediate 
meflage  from  heaven  ;  and,  appealing  to  the  evange- 
lift,  faid,  Get  ready  oat  of  baaa,  and  depart  with  all 
fpeed  from  hence  into  the  folitary  road  which  lye?  to¬ 
wards  the  fuutb,  and  leads  from  Jerufalem  to  tne  city 
called  Gaza,  in  the  tribe  of  Judah,  through  the  wilder- 
nefs  of  Judea . 

27  And  though  one  would  have  thought  that  little 
work  was  like  to  be  done  in  fuch  a  defart  place ,  yet 
Philip  immediately  obeyed  the  divine  order ;  got  up,  and 
went  to  the  aforefaid  place :  And  at  his  arrival  thither, 
behold  a  fignal  opportunity  offered  for  making  Chrift 
known  to  a  man  of  quality,  though  not  many  mighty, 
nor  noble  are  called,  ( 1  Cor.  i.  26.)  and  for  tranfmitting 
the  gofpel,  even  as  far  as  Ethiopia  io  Africa,  according 
to  the  antient  prophecy,  {Pfahn  lxvjii.  31.)  Ethiopia 
JballfoonJlretch  out  her  hands  unto  God.  There  was  a 
great  man  of  that  country,  a  chief  oflicer,  of  eminent 
(tat ion  and  digotty,  power  and  influence,  under  Can¬ 
dace  *,  the  then  queen  of  Ethiopia ;  he  was  her  high- 
treafurer,  and  being  a  profolyte  of  righteoufnefs  f  to  the 

N  o  T  H  s.  JrwiJb 

by  the  pro&lytcs  of  the  gate*  and  princi¬ 
pally,  btcaDfe  Csrnduts  and  hi*  family,  who 
fte nj  10  have  been  profdyte?  of  the 
were,  long  after  this*  the  firjf  convert*  from 
tcoog  the  GtftUtSy  {chap.  kv,  ia*  and  fat 
the  note  on  ch&p.  x.  t.)  which  greatly  a- 
Eirfncd  and  offended  the  believing  Jnvu 
The  profttyta  of  righirMfutfi  were  thole  clue 
ddbendd  from  Gt nttk  paitntt,  but  were 
dicumdfod,  and  fubmittedto  the  whole  kaur 
of  and  fo  were  looked  npnn  as  Tewt, 

there  being  one  hw  to  both*  ( x\L 
49*)  But  the  proftlytes  of  tie  gate*  which 
were  called  tiftuiger*  within  the  gore*  of 
Ifatf,  (fvi4 i.  xx.  10.)  were  iTncIretimrifH 


*  C  axdate  was  a  common  name  for  the 
queens  of  Efiwpwr,  as  Pharaoh  wu  farlbe 
kings  of  Egypt*  and  iUfir  for  the  emperor* 
nr  Horn ;  and  the  chief  od<m  were  called 
eunuchs*  though  not  always  literally  fo,  be* 
caufe  foch  tiled  m  be  chief  miatOere  in  the 
court*  of  the  eaflem  nations:  Hence  the 

Seventy  call  Pvfiphtr*  “to  mv£<w  fafio,  an 
ennuen  of  P&arach.  Jcrem  and  Kafihbn  rep 
port,  (vixL  Ectfcf  &iff.  lib*  vL  cap.  t.)  that 
this  ctuucb  became  a  preacher  of  Chrift  in 
Ethiopia* 

f  It  appears  tlwt  the  euDueh  was  a  prof* 
Jytc  of  tighteuufndt,  beeanfc  he  hod  been  at 
JenfiUm*  to  woi-lhip  at  one  of  the  Jewijb 
iulcnin  fdlivaU*  and  was  reading  io  the 

p rophets*  which  were  not  fo  much  regarded 


Gentiifs,  wlw,  nevertheless  were  diftingitUh* 
cd  from  the  idolatrous  Gcntdci^  by  thdr 

WOlililppUlg 
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Ch.  nil 


S4](l  bad  come  to 
Jcririklejn  for  to 
Mrlllip, 

»8  Wi'S  return¬ 
ing*  frnd, fitting  in 
bis  chariot*  read 
Efau  tbe  pro¬ 
phet, 

ip  Then  the 
Spirit  fiid  onto 
Philip,  Oo  near* 
ftncLjuiatKy&lf  to 
this  chariot. 


30  And  Philip 
na  thither  to 
him,  and  heard 
him  read  the  pro- 
phet  EfeUf,  and 
Taid*  Under llan ti¬ 
ed  thou  what  thou 
leaded  ? 


31  Atulhefiid* 

can  ^except 
dime  man.Jhould 
guide  we?  and  he 
d  Hired  Philip  that 
he  would  enme 
up,  and  Cl  with 


31  The  pUce 
of  the  fcripiuie 
which  hercad  was 

tbi*»  He  was  led 

as  a  fbcep  to  ih< 
iUughter,:mrt  like 
a  Umh  dumb  be¬ 
fore  Ith  (hearer, 
to  opened  he  not 
his  mouth  : 


Jeiuifb  religion,  had  been  at  Jervfahnn  to  pay  his  fotemn 
homage  to  Gtxl  there*  according  to  the  appointment  of 
the  lav, 

28  As  this  nobleman  was  going  back  for  Ethiopia^ 
and  reading  in  his  chariot,  he,  like  a  man  of  a  religious 
and  inquifitive  temper,  (pent  his  time,  fui table  to  ths 
facred  work  he  had  been  about*  in  reading  fame  part  of 
the  prophecy  of  ifaiab* 

2 9  And  as  God*  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  bis  provi¬ 
dence*  diredts  his  miniftring  fervants  where,  and  to 
whom*  they  (hall  preach  the  gofpd  ;  fo,  in  this  more 
peculiar  cafe,  he*  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  by  an 
immediate  fuggeftion  of  his  Spirit*  faid  to  Philip,  Draw 
near  to  that  chariot  which  you  fee  palling  along  the 
road,  and  join  company  with  the  perfon  who  is  there 
on  his  journey, 

30  Phtltp  accordingly  made  up  with  all  fpeedto  him, 
and  found  him  reading  in  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiab *  with 
a  great  deal  of  earndlnefs*  and  fo  loud*  that  his  atten¬ 
dants*  or  any  that  approached  the  chariot*  might  hear 
him  :  Hereupon  he*  in  a  refpe&ful  manner,  put  afea- 
/enable  and  important  queftion  to  him,  faying,  Do  you, 
Sir,  underftand  the  meaning  of  that  famous  palfage  which 
you  are  pronouncing  with  your  lips  ? 

31  The  eunuch  replied*  Alas  !  1  am  but  a  novice  in 
religion*  extremely  ignorant  of  the  great  things  of  God* 
and'  infuflicient  to  know  them  of  myfclf ;  How  therefore 
can  I  take  in  the  true  meaning  of  the  prophet  in  this 
place*  which  appears  very  ohfeure  to  me,  urilefs  I  had 
fome  good  interpreter  to  open  it?  And  apprehending 
that  this  ft  ranger,  who  thus  accofted  him,  might  be 
fuch  an  one*  he  court  ecu  fly  Jn  treated  Philip  to  come 
into  his  chariot,  and  explain  the  prophet's  words  to  him* 

32  Now  the  paragraph  of  holy  for  ip  cure  which  he 
was  then  reading*  was  that  in  Ifaiab  liii*  7,  8.  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  verJIon  of  the  Septuagint  then  in  ufe,  He 
was  led  as  a  Jbeep  to  Ike  /laughter,  when  it  is  to  be  of' 
fered  in  fact i flee,  difcoveritig  a  meek*  inoflenlive*  and 
re fig ned  temper,  and  going  juft  as  his  enemies  pleafed* 
without  oppofition  or  reluctance*  while  they  were  lead¬ 
ing  him  to  hts  death  \  and,  as  a  lamb  before  tbe  fbearcr 
of  its  fleece  is  ftill  and  filent ,fo  he  opened  not  his  mouthy 
in  a  way  of  murmuring  or  recrimination  \  but  was  pa¬ 
tient 

T  Ei 

bade  mardfTj  (4)  Adultery  aiul  inocft, 
(y)  Theft,  (6)  Commanded  the  exerrile  o* 
juft  ice,  and  (7)  Forbade  earing  ihints  flran^ 
ltd,  and  blood.  Yid.  Junta 
&  dti  Cutty  dc  /’Ejfc/ffr  pm  L  chap.  ri. 


NO 

worfhtpping  the  tnw  God  of  lfruclt  and 
fob  mining  to  what  were  called  the  iivto 
jirccrptt  of  Nnebr  which,  we  arc  told,  were 
theft;  They  (t)  Foi  hade  idolatry,  (a)  Com* 

JUUKlci  reverence  cf  God's  qziuc,  (3)  For- 


Ch.  viu. 


1  jldhishumi* 
l-.uion  his  Judg¬ 
ment  va*  ttituu- 
m-v  \  and  vho 
th:A\  tlctLrc  hii 

r  fw 
i  :-i  life  is  liken 
Jjjri  the  cart])* 


3*  And  the 

eunuch 

f'ultip,  arul  laid* 
)  p«y  thee,  of 
“Inn,  ipcaketh 
the  pr^fifict  ihji  ? 

c/tJ  Unicif,  or  of 
lome  n;hcr  m4n : 

5y  Then  Philip 

ope;  ic:lhi$  mouth, 

iiivl  bt^an  at  it.c 
the  unuHitiinurCj 
i  ni  pro  bed  mi* 
to  him  Jefrj* 
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tiem  under  aU  bis  fufferings,  and  readily  complied  with 
his  Father’s  will  in  fubmitting  to  them. 

33  In  his  humiliation^  his  judgment  was  taken  avtayy 
which  *  fignifies,  that  he  appeared  Co  mean  a  perfon  in 
his  low  eftate  of  feif-abafement,  that  hu  enemies  un* 
righetoufly  judged  him  lit  to  be  facrific^d  to  their  rage* 
fo  that  he  was  hurried,  under  cuftody,  from  place  to 
place,  from  one  judgment-feat  to  another,  and  then  to 
execution ;  in  all  which  his  right  was  taken  away,  and 
no  juftice  was  Ihewn  him;  bur,  at  length,  be  was  ju¬ 
dicially  acquitted  and  difeharged  by  God  his  Father, 
from  his  confinement  in  the  grave,  and  from  the  un¬ 
juft  judgment  that  men  bad  palled  upon  him ;  ye\t  and 
from  the  penal  fen tc nee  of  the  law  of  God,  which  was 
executed  upon  him,  as  the  fubftitute  of  his  pcopk ;  and 
fo  he  was  legally  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgment, 
in  token  of  God’s  own  approbation  of  him,  and  of  his 
being  fully  fariafkd  by  his  death  a*  a  ftcnfice  for  fin  : 
And  v/bo  Jbati  declare  bis  generation^  fo  as  to  ^ive  ac¬ 
count  ot  his  rife  and  original,  or  oi  his  life  In  heaven, 
or  of  his  numerous  feed  on  earth  !  And  who  can  ex¬ 
press  the  wickcdncfs  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived  and 
fullered  ?  f or  his  life  is  taken  av/ay  from  tj be  earthy  as 
if  he  had  been  as  unable  to  prefers  it,  and  as  criminal 
as  the  worft  of  other  men-*  and,  like  them,  were  to 
have  no  further  intereftor  concern  in  this  world,  or  in 
any  affairs  below. 

34  Hereupon  this  great  minifter  of  ftate  faid  to  Phi* 
Iipt  I  beg  you  would  iatisfy  me  in  a  main  point,  rela¬ 
ting  to  the  paflbge  before  us,  which  town  myfelf  to  be 
at  a  lofs  to  determine.  Of  whom  arc  we  to  und?rftand 
that  Ifaiah  here  fpeaks  ?  Is  it  concerning  himfelf,  or  with 
relation  to  fume  other  eminent  prophet  in  his,  or  our,  or 
fome  future  age  ? 

35  Then  PhiHpy  glad  to  lay  hold  on  fuch  a  favourable 
opportunity,  opened  bis  mouth  amt  heart  freely  to  him} 
and,  taking  this  very  paflage  of  fcripturc  for  his  text* 
began  from  thence  to  fhew  him,  thaE  this  and  many  o- 
ther  prophecies  were  dearly  and  fully  accomplished  in 
Jefus,  which  proved  him  to  be  the  true  M^fliah,  who  had 
been  unjiiftly  arraigned,  condemned,  and  crucified,  and 
behaved  all  along  with  the  moll  exemplary  innocence, 
patience,  and  refigiucioti  to  God  his  Father’s  will,  who 
had  appointed  him  to  be  a  iacrifiec  of  atonement  ;  and 

who 


N  O 

*  AieoiuiticntMan:  modi  diwJcd  in 
i!.cir  ioitininitt  .bum  the  pruiiitji  of  cht* 
\;r^,  T  h^^ndoafourul  to  take  in  tvery 
JliuI,  that  appears  to  tic  probaUe  and  con- 


r  il 

m  -*kh  il*r  contort;  though  it  U  nof  to 
Ik  fupjv^H  fl.st  tbe-runach  unde  ftttnd  it  in 
either  oi’  while  Itc  was  reading  i u 
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who  publicly  approved ,  acquitted,  and  owned  him,  aa 
one  that  had  compleatly  anfwcred  all  his  demands,  by 
railing  him  again  from  the  dead,  and. exalting  him  to  a 
throne  of  glory  in  the  higheft  heavens ;  where  be  lives 
and  reigns  with  all  authority,  in  the  exercife  of  which 
he  has  iht  up  a  kingdom  of  grace,  into  which  believers 
are  to  be  vifibly  entered  by  being  baptized  in  bis  name} 
and  is  forming,  and  gathering  in,  fubjefls  to  hicn (elf, 
by  means  of  his  gofpel,  under  the  efficacious  influence 
of  his  Spirit  upon  earth. 

]6And,Kthcr  3 <5  And  while  they  were  riding  along,  and  Philip 

vattontbtir  my,  ^33  explaining  and  enlarging  upon  this  delightful  theme, 

mLtow™ md  they  came  to  a  place  where  there  was  feme  water  * : 
th*  eunuch  Wij,  And  the  eunuch’s  heart  being  opened  j  hy  means  of 
*j' *if  "“**■  *  this  difeourfe,  to  receive  Chnft,  he  faid,  lAok,  here 

mcwbet»pd«dt  >*  wMer»  why  1 be  not  baptized,  without  de* 

lay,  as  I*am  defirous  to  be,  to  teftify  my  acceptance  of 
Cnrift,  and  fubjeftioc  to  him  ?  Wbat  objection  can 
there  be  againft  it  1 

AndFhDip  3 7  Philip  anfwcred,  If  yon  fmcerely  believe,  with 

g/*-  full  content  and  approbation  of  foul,  and  with  a  deter- 

thiiK  bait,  thou  mined  adherence  to,  and  trod  in  the  Lord  Jefos,  for 
mayett.  And  he  all  falvation,  there  can  be  no  juft  objection  againft  your 
an(W«tedand<aidf  bring  partaker  of  this  gofpel-fign  and  Teal  6f  the  righ« 

fiuCfcrfn i,  the  teoufnefs  of  faith.  To  which  the  ennoch  replied,  lay- 
Soa  of  God.  ing,  I  do  in  my  very  heart  believe,  that  Jefns  is  fbe 

Cbrift,  the  prom!  fed  Meffiab,  whom  God  has  anointed 
to  his  faving  office,  and  that  he  is  a  divine  perfon  $  as 
fuch  I  cordially  receive  him,  and  place  all  my  depen¬ 
dence  upon  him,  and  am  determined,  by  bis  grace,  to 
own  and  abide  by  him. 

mAddthedurl*  3®  And  having  made  this  noble  confcffion  of-bis 
at  10  (bod  (Hit:  faith  to  the  entire  fatisfa&ion  of  Philip ,  he  ordered  the 


and  they  vent 
down  both  into 
the  water  \  both 

Philip 


chariot  to  Hop :  And  thereupon,  both  of  them,  the  e* 
vangelift  and  the  treafurcr,  went  down  from  thence  f 

to 


NOTES. 


*  T#  Ufa*,  a  certain  water  y  fecm$  to  be  of 
£ma#jfr*ugniftc*tidn,  and  to  intimate,  that 
it  wu  not  water  of  any  depth  :  And  Jerome^ 
Saadjst  and  other  rraveUas,  fpcak  of  ii,  « 
a  certain  fjuiug  or  fountain,  that  riles  it  the 
foot*  of  1  mopotaiu  in  the  tribe  of  yttdab  or 
Jbnjam*)  whofe  waters  are  fucked  m  by  the 
lame  ground  that  produces  them;  and  they 
report  that  this  wu  the  place  when  the  eu¬ 
nuch  wu  baptUcd  by  FbiLf*  Vid*  Nr;ro>.  le 
LaeU  Heir*  pag.  41,  and  SeodjriY/rtvci^Itb. 
ii«  pag.  141. 

f  The  prepoGtlons  u{  ami  here,  and 
Sji  the  next  vtrie,  rendered  into  and  eat  of 
the  Valery  frequently  Cjgmfy  unto  and  fromh 


as  every  one  mod  allow  who  vnlerftandi  the 
Creek  language;  and  thus  they  m  ofci 
ufed  in  the  Aik  of  the  New  Tenement,  and 
particularly  of  Lw,  as  for  example;  i**  fig* 
pities  a oto  in  Mattlh  xt,  04-  Luke  iv*  j. 
and  ti*  1  a,  and  ix*  ad.  A£j  xto.  11*  ^nd 
Othf  i.  so*  And  n.  tignifies  /w»,  ZMr 
xi L.  4,  Jckn  liii  t*.  ABs  urv,  and  It* 
11,19*  aikl  avii.  a,  31,  ludxxvii.  $4.  (See 
the  note  on  iiL  d*)  But  itippoJifcg 

we  here  underftand  them  to  figoify  into  and 
oai  oft  Mr  Hc&y  fays,  Philip  and  the  eu¬ 
nuch  did  not'  (trip  off  their  ctothtt,  and  gc 
naked  into  the  water;  but  going  barefoot, 
according  to  the  cuftoni,  they  wont,  pet* 

hap?. 


tjrXcTf  <f  the  AvosTl.es  paraphrafeA 


Philip  tii  d  tbe  to* 
inch;  andhcbap- 
jied  him* 


3f  And,  when 
hey  «m  come 
Ip  cgt  of  the  w»- 
cr*  the  Spirit  of 
he  Lord  might 
iuiy  Philip,  that 
he  eunuch  kw 
dm  no  more:  ted 
H'  vent  on  bis 
*iy  rejoidog. 


40  Hat  PhlEp 
was  found  at  A* 
iota*:  sod 

thro1  be  preached 
in  all  the  edit** 
till  be  dune  to Co- 
ku. 


to  the  water,  and  Pii/rf  performed  the  office  of  baprifm# 
according  to  Chrift's  inftitucion,  {Mattb.  ixviti.  19.) 
by  tfaflriag  him  with  watef,  in  tbe  name  <f  tbe  Father > 
and  ef  tbe  Saw,  and  of  tbe  itolj  Gboft* 

39  But  (*<)  as.foon  as  they  came  up  the  fifing  ground 
from  the  water*  th*  SpUfyipf  tbe  Lord,  by  whofe  fug- 
geftion  Philip  bad  jolnetf'birafdf  to  the  chariot,  (ver* 
39*)  caught  him  aWay  In  a  miraculous  manner;  which 
was  equivalent  to  his  own  performing  a  miracle  in  con¬ 
firmation  of  his  dodrioe,  and,  at  the  lame  rime,  (hew¬ 
ed,  that  he  neither  cipe£tcd  nor  waited  for  any  reward# 
which,  probably,  this  rich  courtier,  would  have  offer¬ 
ed  him ;  fo  that  the  eunuch,  who  would  have  beelt 
glad  of  more  of  his  company,  loft  fight  of  him,  and 
never  met  with  him  again :  And  haring  been  thus  high* 
ly  favoured  of  God,  he  purfued  his  journey,  rejoicing 
greatly  in  his  own  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  iatereft  in 
him,  and  in  the  opportunity  he  had  of  carrying  the  glad 
tidings  of  a  Saviour  home  to  his  own  countrymen.  (See 
the  note  oo  vtr. 17.) 

40  And  (*}  Philip  was  carried  as  far  33  Azotutp  or 
Ajbdodi  ( 1  Sam,  vi.  17.)  about  thirty  miles  diftant 
from  the  place  where  he  was  taken  up  ;  and  going  from 
thence,  he  preached  Chrift  to  the  inhabitants  of  many 
towns  and  cities  through  which  he  pa/Tcd,  tilt  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  Ga/arnt)  the  metropolis  of  Paleftin*y  where  h* 
afterwards  had  his  ufual  abode.  [Chap*  xxi*  8.) 


R  K  C  0  IL  ACTIONS. 


What  iriatlet  of  lamentation  is  it,  that  faithful  atid  emfricrit  fervanft  of  Chrift 
flioitld  be  cruelly  put  to  death!  But,  O  the  adorable  wifdom  of  God,  who  makes 
the  Wood  of  martyrs  the  feed  of  tbe  church,  and  over- rules  the  eppreffions  and 
Icatterings  of  his  iernnts  for  tbe  wider  fpread  of  the  gofpcl !  And  when  be  feta 
in,  by  his  Spirit,  with  the  preaching  of  Chrift,  how  cordially  is  the  crucified  and 
exalted  Saviour  embraced;  and  how  readily  owned  itt  a  fclemti  profeffion  of  bis 
name,  and  witting  devoteduef*  of  ourfdvea  to  him,  without  dday,  according  to 
Jhis  inftitutioR  by  baptifm,  tn  cafe  we,  like  the  Samaritans  and  the  eunuch,  have 
hot  been  brought  under  the  gofptl  admtniftmion  of  the  covenant  before  !  But, 
ilas!  how  melancholy  is  the  thought,  that  the  hearts  of  any  fiurald  not  L?  right 
with  God;  and  that  is  through  avarice  and  a  mbit  ion,  they  fhould  be  in  the  gait 
of  biuerotfi  and  bond  of  ipkjuity,  while  they  afient  to  the  do&rine  of  Chrift, 
make  a  credible  proteflion  of  him,  are  bapffaed  in  his  name,  wonder  at  the  cf- 
fefls  of  his  power  on  others,  and  abide  for  Tome  time  with  his  people  and  fet- 
vants  *  But  as  the  works  of  God  eVery  way  exceed,  and  confound  the  forceriM 
of  tbe  devil,;  lb  true  believers  fhaJl  be  confirmed  in  their  faith  ami  bepe*  while 
vengeance  fights  on  the  beads  of  apoftates,  thatart  not  brought  to  true  repent* 


ancc  r 

K  O  T  2, 


hips,  up  10  the  siiclti,  or  ititd-leg,  too  the 
water,  ud  Pbi&f  fprinkled  water  upon  him, 
according  to  the  prophecy,  which  this  eu- 
niidi  K«  probably  juft  u ow  read;  lor  it 
wh  but  a.  few  wrfet  ncfmt  thole  thit  Philip 
foetid  him  apon,  sad  was  very  sppcGu  to 

Vot.  lit  t  o 


hilt  cafe,  Tfa*  lil- 1^  &  fimtt  ht  fprixhh 
eyn at\m%  tojf  and  great  men  put  their 
months  at  hkmy  IhaU  Idlxntc  lo  him  ;  for  tint 
which  had  tnt  he  fere  hecu  toU  fh+r*  Jhal!  th rj 
fee  j  asd  that  vH eh  they  had  oat  heard t  fia!t 
they  toitftfjr. 


j>$  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphra/td*  Cb.  & 

H 

ance:  Anri*  O*  with  what  carntftnefs  fhould  all  thole,  that  are  fatting  into  ft) ch 
deplorable  circumltancea,  beg  of  God  to  convince  them  of,  and  recover  them 
from*  the  wichtrdniT&  of  their  hearts  and  ways ;  and  bow  fhould  they*  with  Go- 
cercr  defires  than  Si  wen  Vagus*  btfpeak  the  prayers  of  his  fervanta,  to  prevent 
its  difmal  conftqucnce*  before  they  arc  paft  hope  of  finding  mercy  1  Though 
fiime  flourilhing  profeflbrs  may  prove  the  grofleft  hypocrite*,  this  fhould  not 
difcouragc  the  miinftm  of  Chrifiv^fccy  fhould  ftiU  go  on  to  preach  the  gripe), 
as  they  have  op|»orti*nitUs;  and  when  they  follow  the  intimations  of  hts  word. 
Spirit,  and  providence,  in  their  work,  they  may  comfortably  hope  for  happy Tuc- 
ct'fs:  He*  by  th^ir  means,  will  find  out  his  cleft,  and  make  his  word  plain  to 
them  who  did  not  underhand  it  before;  fo  that  they  (half  be  brought  to  believe 
in  tlx*  Lord  Jefus  with  all  their  hearts,  as  the  only  Saviour  and  the  Son  of  God, 
and  to  yield  thcmfdves  up  to  a  profcffcd  lubjeftion  to  his  authority ;  and  ftall  go 
on  their  way  rejoicing  ill  his  love,  and  in  afl  opportunities  of  publishing  his  praife. 
How  good  it  to  hr  diligent  in  reading  the  feripture,  and  attending  to  gripe) * 
miniftratiuns ;  and  how  lurdy  fhalt  they  know  theXord>  that  follow  on  to  know 
him  ! 


CHAP.  IX, 

Saul  grin g  to  perf scute  Cbrift's  difcipUs  at  Damafcus,  is  converted  by 
the  'wayj  i , — 9*  Is  baptized  by  Ananias,  10,-19*  Immediately 
preaches  Chrift*  to,— 22.  The  Jews  and  Greeks  an  fo  provoked  at 
this »  ns  to  feek  bis  Ufa  but  he  efcapes  them  bothy  23, — 30*  Peter 
cures  Aineas  of  the  palfyat  Lydda,  31, — 35,  And  raifes  Tabitha 
from  the  dead  at  Joppa,  36,-43* 


Text. 

AND  Saul,  yet 
breuthirtg  out 
znt\ 

flaajhrfr  again  it 
the  dH'dptcs  of 
the  Lord  ,  went 
unto  ilu  high 
priefi* 


%  And  rftfwl 
of  him  Utters  to 


Paraphrase. 

A  S  for  Sault  who  has  been  taken  notice  of  more  than 
once  before,  as  an  approver  and  promoter  of  Ste¬ 
phen's  death,  and  as  a  violent petfecutor  of  otheis,  {chap. 
vii.  58.  fee  the  note  there,  and  chap.  viii.  j,  3.)  all 
the  defire  of  his  foul,  and  all  his  language  and  behavi¬ 
our  ftHl  continued  to  vent  the  malignant  enmity  of  his 
heartf  like  hot  and  poifonous  breath,  which  was  natu¬ 
ral  to  him,  againlt  the  difciplcs  of  Chrilt,  in  bitte  r  me¬ 
naces  to  terrify  them,  and  in  all  manner  of  feverities 
to  deflroy  them,  verily  thinking  himfdf  in  the  right* 
and  that  he  was  therein  doing  God  good  fervice,  {chap- 
xxvi.  9.  and  John  xvi.  a.)  though,  foon  after,  fovereiga 
grace  made  an  rffcclual  change  on  this  chief  of  Goners, 
as  we  fliall  prefen  tly  fee,  ( ver.  3,  &c-)  that  none  might 
defpair  of  finding  niercy,  through  faith  in  the  alt-fufE- 
cient  Saviour..  (1  Tim.  j.  15,  id.) 

3  As  fome  of  the  peifecuted  brethren,  (a hap.  viii.  t.) 
had  carried  the  gofpel  as  far  as  Damafcnt ,  3  famous  ci¬ 
ty,  and  formerly  the  metropolis  of  Syria^  (Jfa.  vii.  8.) 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  Jerufalcm,  and 
bad  planted  it  without  difturbance  there,  and  as  the 
JeiuiJb  f^nago^nes  beyond,  as  well  as  within  the  con¬ 
fines  of  PatyUnet  owned  the  authority  of  the  fanhedrim ; 

fo 


Ch.  ii. 

Domatof  to  the 

if  lie  wood  any 
of  this  way,  whe¬ 
ther  they  were 
men  or  woidcq, 
he  might  bring 
them  Ixaund  unto 

JoufiUm*. 


jAndasliejoiir- 
nrytdhecaiDe  near 
Dimufau  j  and 
CudcUiilythere  Oih 
rxd  round  about 
him  a  tight  from 
litartu* 


4  And  he  fell 
10  the  earth,  xnd 
heard*  Tokt  fry¬ 
ing  onto  him, 
Saul,  Saul,  vby 
perfeoiteft  thou 
n ie  l 


5  And  he  fald. 
Who  art  thou , 
Lord  ?  And  the 
Lord  faid,  I  am 
Jcfiu  whom  than 

pet- 
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fo  this  young  zealot  applied  to  the  higb-prieft,  as  head 
-of  that- great  council ;  and  obtained  warrants,  under 
their  leal,  to  the  fynagogues  of  that  ancient  city,  {chap, 
xxii.  5.)-  to  require  of  their  rulers,  that,  in  cafe  he 
fbould  Sod  any  profdTors  of  that  way,  which  was  emi¬ 
nently  the  way  of  Gad  for  acceptable  worfkip  and  -ail 
ialvation  by  Jefus  Clin  ft,  but  which  they  called  herefy, 
( chap -  xxiv.  14.)  they  fliouht  deliver  them  up  to  him, 
without  diftinftioD  of  fexes,  ranks,  or  ages,  in  order 
to  his  bringing  them  bound,  like  capital  criminals,  un¬ 
der  fife  curtody,  to  he  tried  and  puniihed  by  their  fu— 
preme  ecdefisAical  court  at  Jerufakm ,  as  enemies  to 
their  religion.  (See  the  notes  on  John  xviii,  31.  and  sffti 
vi.  12.) 

3  And  purfuing  his  joorney  with  eager nefs  an^jefo- 
lution  to  execute  hb  cruel  com  million  with  the  utmoft 
rigour,  he  drew  near  to  Dama/cut and  there,  unex¬ 
pectedly,  and  all  on  a  fudden,  about  mid-day,  {chap. 
xxii.  <$.}  a  miraculous  light,  an  emblem  of  fpiritual 
knowledge  and  purity,  and  of  the  divine  prefence- and 
favour,  darted  down  from  heaven  in  ftrong  rays  of  glo¬ 
ry,  and  ftionc  all  around  him  with  a  dazzling  luftre, 
far  exceeding  the  brigbtnefs  of  the  meridian  fun.  {Chap. 
xxvi.  13.) 

4  Upon  which  he,  ftruck  with  awe  and  furprize,  im¬ 
mediately  fell  proftrate  on  the  ground;  and,  together 
with  this  appearance  of.  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  he  di- 
ftinftiy  heard  an  articulate  voice,  directed  to  him  by 
name,  in  the  If elrrew  tongue,  (chap.  xxvi.  14.)  faying, 
with  great  earoeftnefs  and  compaflion,  as  to  one  on  the 
brink  of  deftruttion,  and  infentible  of  hie  danger,  Saul, 
Saul,  What  art  thou  a-doing?  Why  are  you  fo  foolifli 
and  bardned,  daring,  and  mad,  fo  defperate  an  enemy 
to  God  and  yonr  own  foul,,  and  fo  ungrateful,  cruel, 
and  unjuft,  as  to  reproach,  blafpheme,  and  difhonour 
me,  the  lundeft  and  heft  of  friends  to  mankind,  and  to 
attempt  the  opprd&on  and  deftru&ion  of  my  people 
and  caufe  ?  Wbat  good  reafon  can  you  polfibly  give  for 
this  ?  And  why  do  you  ftillperfift  in  it,  as  tho’  you  had 
not  done  mifehief  enough  already? 

5  Saul  being  convinced  that  this  was  the  glory  and 
the  voice  of  one'  from  heaven,  anfwered  with  ftiame 
and  reverence,  and  a  defire  of  information,  Lord, 
Who  art  thou,  that  I  have  been  thus  wickedly  and  in- 
jurioufly  ailing  againft?  And  the  Lord  Chrilt  replied, 
I  am  that  Jefus,  the  only  Saviour,  whofe  name  you  fo 
much  abhor,  and  ufually  mention,  by  way  of  contempt, 
as  JcJas  cf  Nazareth,  {chap.  xxii.  8.)  and  to  whom 

G  2  you 
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pcrfmittft.  It  u 
hard  far  thee  to 
kick  agaioft  the 
pricks. 


tf  Antihe,  trem- 
blirg^aWIH- 
cdf  laid,  Lord* 
what  wdl  thou 
have  me  to  do  ? 
And  the  Lnrd/arJ 
unto  hint,  Arifcj 
and  j[ft  into  the 
city,  a(*d  it  distil 
be  told  ;h«  what 
thou  mult  do. 


7  And  the  men 
which  journeyed 
with  him  (load 
fpcccMcf*  *  hear-* 


you  are  offering  the  greateft  cruelty,  indignity,  and  in* 
juftice  in  my  members,  who  are  lb  intimately  one  with 
me,  that  1  tenderly  fympathize  with  them,  and  look 
upon  your  ill  ufage  of  them  for  my  fake,  as,  in  effect, 
an  abufe  dcnc  pcrfonaHy  to  myfelf:  It  is  fad  drudgery 
that  you  are  engaged  in ;  it  is  as  fooIHh  and  fruhlefs, 
wounding  and  deftruftive  to  yourfelf,  tfinSio  oppofe 
me,  and  my  intereft  in,  and  among  my  people,  as  it 
would  be  to  kick  with  your  naked  heel  againft  briars 
and  thorns,  fpurs  and  f pears*  (icwiy-v.) 

6  And  thefe  words  came,  not  only  #uh' external 
appearances  ol  divine  majefty,  (which  h&4*hvt  been  all, 
might  have  had  no  better  effcffc  upon  him:  than  upon 
thr  red  of  his  companions  \  or  than  the  ltgfrt  and  voice 
from  heaven  had  upon  the  Jews  at  CbrHt’s  baptifm  * 
Matth.  )ii .  i6f  17.  or  than  :he  foldiers  being  ftruckto 
the  ground  had  upon  them,  when  they  came  to  appre¬ 
hend  him,  John  xviii*  <5. ;  or  than  Elpnas  the  forcerer*s 
being  fmitten  with  bltndnefs  had  upon  him,  jfch*  xiii* 
10,  11*);  But  they  came  likewife  with  fuch  a  powerful 
operation  of  the  Spirit  upon  his  heart,  that  be  trembled 
under  a  fenfe  of  his  (hocking  guilt  and  danger,  and 
was  aftonifhed  to  think  how  vile  he  had  been,  and 
what  might  be  the  confequence  of  bis  fin,  and  of  fuch 
an  awful  appearance  and  voice  to  him  ;  and  cried  our, 
with  great  folicifude  and  concern,  between  hope  and 
fear,  l^ord,  1  am  ready  to  refign  to  thy  authority  and 
command  ;  1  have  done  wickedly,  and  would  do  fo  no 
more  y  O,  what  wouldft  thou  now  have  me  to  do?  Let 
me  be  led  into  a  right  way  for  knowing  and  performing 
thy  will*,  that  I  may  tdtiiy  my  repentance,  may  do 
honour  to  thy  name,  and  may  find  m  rcy  to  the  for- 
givenefe  of  ipy  fins,  and  to  my  final  fa  1  vat  ion.  Then 
the  Lord  jefus  faid  to  him.  Get  up,  and  go  forthwith 
into  Damcfcvs}  and  there,  inftead  of  a&ing  under  your 
unrighteous  commilTion  from  the  great council  at  Jtrw- 
fatcm%  you  (hall  have  further  inftruftions  about  my  will, 
concerning  the  duty  that  lyes  before  you,  with  regard 
to  your  own  foul,  and  your  being  employed  in  my  Ter* 
vice.  {Chap,  xxvi,  16.  iic*) 

7  And  the  company  that  travelled  wrhbim,  to  aid 
and  aififf  in  his  intended  inquifition  and  fc verities,  were 
confounded,  and  (truck  with  fuch  reverence  and  horror, 
that  they  made  a  full  Hop,  like  men  aghaft,  that  could 
not  tell  how  to  fpeak  *,  and  had  no  heart  to  pray,  but 

fell 


NOTE. 

They  food  jpcftlitfu  relates  to  xh.  ir  bs-  vine  prefcnct>  as  not  to  be  Mt  to  mnvt  for¬ 
th  (truck  at  this  vifiblc  token  of  die  di*  ward*,  wy  more  thin  to  fpeak,  end  to  u 

.  wry 


cb.ix. 

injj  i  vola  t  bat 
feeing  ao  ffliA 


*  AudSutifc 

rofc  from  ^the 
urth ;  and  ibeft 
hU  eyes  wire  o* 
penal  hefrv  no, 
man;  butttef  kd 

him  by  llic  ImbJ, 
And  brooghrjiar 
into  Damaiciif$x" 


9  And  be  vu 
three  <ijy*  vitly 
out  tight  tAud  net* 
ther  did  cat  nor 
<hiuk. 


io  And  there 

vu  a  certain  dlf* 

cipIettDaroafcus, 
named  Aeaniu ; 
and  to  him  laid 
Kc  Lord  in  a  vi* 
(ion ,  Aiutius  * 
Acid  he  faid;  Be- 
blH,  l  am  be re, 
Lord* 


7 %t  Acts  of  the  'Aqostles  parnphraftd*  Id 

fell  down  wirh  the  utmoft  confirmation  to  the  ground: 
{chap.  xxvi.  14.)  For  they  faw  the  light,  and  heard  a 
found  of  words,  as  if  it  had  been  the  voice  of  thunder  *, 
but  did  nor  underftand  its  meaning,  {chap.  xxii*  9/) 
neither  did  they  fee  the  appearance  of  any  perfon  a* 
mjdft  the  illufirious  glory* 

-  y  As  fooo  as  Cbrift  had  given  the  word  of  command, 
Saul  role  up  from  the  ground,  and  opening  his  eyelids 
to  tool  about  him,  he  found  his  tight  was  fo  afTefted 
with  the  dazzling  tight  of  the  divine  glory,  which  had 
flume  upon  him,  (wr*  3.)  that  he  was  uncapable  of 
dtfcerning  any  of  his  fellow-travellers  ;  his  hodily  eyes 
being  now  as  ftarl  blind  as  the  eyes  of  his  undcrfbmd^ 
ing  had  been  before,  amidtf  the  glorious  light  of  the 
gofpel  that  had  (hone  around  him :  But  they  getting  up 
alfo,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  led  him  into  the  city 
of  DamafaiSy  he  going  thither  tile  a  captive  to  Chrift, 
in  (lead  of  leading  his  difcipJes  captive  to  the  fanhrdrim* 

9  And  there  he  continued  blind  for  the  fpact  of  truce 
days  together,  and  was  under  fuch  darknefs  and  ditirefs 
of  foul,  in  refle£tion  upon  his  tin,  as  cook  off  all  relilh 
for  foed  and  drink  ;  and  fo  he  fpent  his  time  io  fading 
and  piayer.  (ver-  11.} 

10  Then  at  the  end  of  three  days,  there  being  an 
eminent  difitiple  of  Chrift  at  Danutfvus,  Ananias  by 
name,  who  had  been  a  devout  man,  according  to  the  Aiw, 
and  good  report  among  ail  the  Jews  that  dwelt  there, 
ffee  the  note  on  chap,  xxiu  12.)  but  was  now  a  convert 
to  the  Chriftian  faith;  tbe  Lord  Jifus  appeared,  and 
called  to  him  in  a  heavenly  vifion,  faying,  Ananias! 
And  he,  to  teftify  his  faith  and  obedience,  immediately 
anfwered,  behold.  Lord,  here  am  I,  as  thy  fervant, 
ready  to  receive  and  execute  any  orders  that  thou  (halt 
pleafe  to  give  me* 

1 1  The  Lord  Jefus  replied.  Get  ready  with  the  ut¬ 
most  difpatch,  and  go  into  the  ftrect  of  the  city  which 
is  called  Straight  $  and  at  the  houfe  of  a  certain  man 
there,  who  is  well  known  by  the  name  u£  Judas,  afltfor 

one 

NOTES. 


11  Aid  (be 
Lori  fitd  unto 
him*  Arifc,  and 
fro  into  the  limit 
whidi  is  called 
Sirji^ht,  and  in¬ 
quire 

nry  confident  with  nlut  is  favl  x*vi. 

14*)  about  their  falling  to  the  canh ;  or  after 
they  jot  up  Again,  their  fwpnft  va*  fo 
jin^j  that  they  (hind  Hill  for  *  vhik,  like 
wen  in  amaze. 

*  Not  xa  hat  a  voice,  often  Ggtiifies  not 
to  nnderfinxJ  it ;  and  in  thil  fell  fe,  the  verb 
emit*  \i  frtqikntly  ufed  by  the  Seventy  iu- 
llmro  of  wHrh  may  be  fecn  in  Dr  ; 

3t».l  fo  u  is  pfVr]  an  J  rendered*  1  Cw,  jetv.  1, 
**ik:)  So  JhaM  nstierpakfa  rim;  To 


lecoarik  therefore  thr  verfo  liefnre  m  with 
cfop.  xxii,  9.  we  tmty  loppofe  tv  her  drrt 
Sa rtf s  companions  only  hcari  A  Joud  cori- 
fnfed  found,  like  the  twite  of  thunder*  hut 
m*  z  artirutefc  voice  of  wuifL,  a*  in 

y^ha  xii*  19 >  Or  chat  (hey  were  Kd7/tv;j/ 
and  fo  ftranpm  fct  the  Htbrcer  fan* 
gUHiiCj  In  which  ilwlc  wards  were  delivered, 
{tnnp*  jexvi.  Anri  there-fnre  though tfi€f 
mijjht  hear  them,  ibey  did  uol  uitaUriUml 
tiitir  iDcanin^ 
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qrir *  in  thchoufe 
of  Judas  for  oat 


fu^;  behold, 
tc  praycib. 


.  ti  And  hath 
£cd  io  a  vifion  i 
man  named  Ana- 
iiiu  coming  in, 
and  putting  bit 
hand  on  him*  chat 
he  receive 

his  fight. 


t^Thcii  Anant- 
iMDfvend  ,i,ord , 
X  have  heard  by 
in  any  of  1  hi  sm  an, 
how  much  evil  he 
hath  done  to  thy 
£itnis  at  Jcrula* 
Ittol 


one  Saul,  a  native  of  Tarjus  in  Cilicia  “,  to  whom  I 
now  fend  you  :  For,  behold,.' I  have  made  a  wonderful 
change  upon  him ;  he  now,  like  a  fincere  convert,  is 
brought  upon  his  knees,  and  ia  pouring  out  his  foul 
in  prayer,  after  a  different  manner  than  he  ever  did 
before,  with  deep  abatement,  and  grief  of  heart  for  his 
fin,  and  with  eaineft  defire  to  know  my  mind  and  will 
conerping  him. 

12  And,  for  his  encouragment,  he  has  had,  in  an- 
fwer  to  his  prayer,  a  vifible  appearance,  as  extraordina¬ 
ry  as  this  which  1  now  prefent  to  yon  ;  and  has  therein 
feen  yeut  in  the  representation  of  a  man,  hearing  the 
name  of  Ananias,  coming  in  to  him,- and  laying  his 
hand  upon  him  as  afignal  of  miraculoufly  re  fieri  ng  him 
to  his  fight,  which  for  tbefe  three  days  part  he  has  been 
deprived  of. 

13  Then  {*»)  jinaniaf  being  furprized  above  mea¬ 
sure  at  the  hearing  of  fuch  an  unparalleled  and  un¬ 
likely  event,  and  apprebenfive  that  going  to  fuch  a  fu¬ 
rious  hardened  petfecutor,  as  Saul, .  might  be  unfefe  for 
bimfelf,  and  of  no  man  per  of  advantage  to  him,  was  fo 
far  daggered  in  his  faith  and  obedience,  that,  like  Mo~ 
fes,  when  be  was  Tent  to  Pharaoh,  ( Exod L  vi.  12.)  he  ob¬ 
jected  again (l  it,  faying.  Lord,  I  have  been  credibly  in¬ 
formed  from  feveral  good  bands,  that  this  very  man  is  a 
mod  inveterate  enemy  to  thee,  and  thy  people  and  caufe; 
3  have  particularly  had  melancholy  accounts  of  the  great 
havock  he  hath  made  on  thy  holy  and  profefled  difciplds 
at  Jeruftilem,  {chap,  viii.  3.)  who  have  folemnly  devoted 
themfelveg  to  thee. 

14  And  1  am  furthermore  certainly  allured,  that,  in 
the  heat  of  his  mad  zeal,  be  has  actually  obtained,  and 
is  now  come  hither  with  warrants  from  toefonbedrimt, 
in  which  the  chief  priefts.bave  great  fway,  (wr.  I,  2.) 
to  impower  him  to  apprehend  and  bind,  and  bring  as 
criminals  before  them,  all  that  he  can.  meet  with  ofthy 
true  worfhippers,  who  regard  thee  as  the  object  of  their 
faith,  and  accordingly  make  confcience  of  praying  to 
thee,  as  a  divine  perfon,  and  their  only  Saviour. 

15  But  the  Lord  Jefus  would  admit  ofnoexcufe; 
and  to  (Hence  his  obje&ons,  and  allure  him  that  no 
harm  Ihould  come,  bat  all  fliould  be  fa fe  and  fucceed 

well, 

NOTES. 

It  is  very  ohftrvahle,  that  Saul  was 


I4  And  Tier* 

he  hath  authority 
from  the  chief 
priefts  to  Mud  all 
that  call  cn  thy 

pime. 


t$  Ttvt  the  Lord 
frii  unto  him,  Go 

thy 


to  he  the  chief  ipoillc  of  the  GtnUkti  foT 
though  hath  his  p^ivitti  were  Jru'J,  hh 
itrbon  at*  or  near  Djvr.ifsHf  in  and 

his  Iiirtti  at  Tfirfut  hi  Q/Uta^  were  on  Gear*  ft* 

f  Tbe  chi/f  fritJU  ire  theu^t  to  hive 


been  the  bads  of  tbc  twenty-four  ck(lct 
the  that  took  ihrir  turns  in  the  mi* 

nrflxv,  according  as  it'wu  affigned  to  them 
by  Jet,  ah  account  of  which  we  have, 
1  Chr^n*  chap*  xitiv.  fkeihe  note  on 
fcxvi,  3,  and  Utdverf.  M*flm  toL  1,  p,  £43 
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thy  way  :  for  he 
is  a  durian  veflcl 
into  me,  to' bear 
my  nine  before 
the  Gentiles,  and 
kinfls  t  and  the 
children  oflfnd. 


rtf  For  I  will 
fHrw  him  how 
great  things  Ii£ 

mud  fuller  for 

t&y  rum=i  lake. 


t  T  And  Anani¬ 
as  wem  his  way* 
end  catered  into 
the  hnutt  *  and  i 
put!:  tig  his  hand* 
on  him,  frid  Ero- 
■Jkt  &jut ,  the 

I/kJ  (mff  Jcfus 

chat  appeared  on-' 

to 


well*  he  replied.  Go  on  the  errand  on  which  Irfend  you, 
without  delay  or  difputing,  fear  or  doubting  :/For  how 
rile  and  injurious  fotver  he  has  been,  he  is  one  wholii, 
in  my  wifdom  and  fove reign  grace,  I  have  chofen  for 
myfelf,  as  a  vefiel  of  mercy  afore  prepared  to  glory, 
(Rom*  ii,  23.)  and  as  a  vcffcl  unto  honour,  fariftifivd 
and  meet  for  the  matter's  ufe,  and  filled  with  the  rich 
treafure  of  the  gofpel,  (1  7m*  ii.  21.  and  2  Cpr*  m.7,} 
that,  he,  as  an  inftrument  in  my  hand,  may  promote 
my  caufe  and  intereft,  and  may  give  an  undoubted  tef- 
timooy  to,  and  make  a  noble  profclfion  of,  my  name  a- 
mongTt  even  heathen  nations,  and  before  the  greateft 
men  upon  earth,  (fuch  as  Fcjlus  and  Ftli jc,  King  Ag- 
rippa  and  Cafar  himfelf,  chap,  xxiv*  24,  25.  and  xxv. 
23,  ifC*  andumi-  24.}  and  among  my  people  Ifra£lt 
to  whom  he  flial!  be  firft  fent  to  preach  the  glad  tidings 
of  fal ration,  [ver*  10,  and  chap,  xiiL  2 6,  4&)  and  that 
he  may  confirm  his  teftimony  by  miracles,  and  by  va¬ 
rious  i  offerings  for  my  fake,  tilt  he  flullfcai  it  with  his 
blood. 

16  For,  that  he  may  know' the  worft,  as  well  as  the 
bed  of  the  cafe,  I  will  faithfully  -and  plainly  acquaint 
him  with  the  fevere  perfections  and  hardships  which 
lie  mull  expeft,  even  to  the  greateft  that  he  ever  in  Gift¬ 
ed  upon  others  ;  and  which,  conGdcritig  the  corruptions  , 
of  mankind,  and  their  enmity  to  me$  be  will  unavoida¬ 
bly  meet  with,  ancTmuftbe  contented  to  undergo,  in  a 

*  dutiful  and  chearful  fuhjeftion  to  my  authority,  for  my 
femce,  anff  rojpiy  glory. 

17  Then  {**)  Ananias,  being  fully  fatisfied,  went 
immediately  on  his  nurflage,  in  obedience  to  the  heaven¬ 
ly  vifion,  without  any  farther*  demur,  and  entered  into 
the  houfe  of  jfudas3  where  fiaul  lodged,  ( ver ■  ti.)  ;  and 
laying  his  hands  upon  him,  he  fpokc  to  bim  as  to  one 
that  was  brought  into  the  houftiold^of  faith  and  fellow- 
flup  of  the  gofpel,  and  was  wasniade  a  child  of  God, 
a  fellow  labourer  in  Cbrift,  and  a  fellow  heir  of  eternal 
glory,  faying.  Brother  Saul,  I  am  come  with  good  ti¬ 
dings  to  you ;  Our  great  Lord  and  Saviour,  even  Jefus, 
who  fo  gracioufly  and  wonderfully  appeared  *  to  you  in 

a  cloud 


N  o 

*  Thoapb  it  is  /aid  lKrct  that  Jcfo*  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  in  the  wav;  U  u  not  acwfttry 
to  imdcrfhnd  it  of  SouPt  feeing  thrift  then 
in  perf&z ;  but  otiiy  of  his  fixing  that  gfo- 
non*  ffoht.in  the  which  was  (he 

fynbol  of  hjs  przfnice,  as  the  elders*  when 

tbey  iiw  Gad's  glory  at  mount  Hwvi,  were 
fiil  in  foi*  iJit  Crihl  of  IJfAtl,  though  they 
law  no  manner  of  Gmilitudc  there.  {Ex?J, 
x*iv.  p,  10,  compart'd  with  iv*  1a, 

$ i,J  And  yet  as  PaaP s  (jUaLilkrtioiis  fojr the 


T  E, 

apnflldhlp  required*  that  lie  fliould  hm 
fern  the  .Lord  ;  fb  he  i^nreittv  ft/Krme  rli.it 

#  p 

he  had  itn  him,  (1  tV.  lx*  1.  and  vv.  It.) 
and  iheirfore  he  fuw  his  prrfon  before  he 
wa*  made  an  apoftU,  which  wa  1  protaMy  at 
hU  fecund  jrmrnL'T  to  ycrufilc^  vhitft  he 
was  praying  in  the  ternpie,  and  was  In  a 
ti'auvet-an  itcaiofH  of  which  is  jivm, 

Jitii*  17 ,  rS.  See  qZ'J  HU 

p.  4.  tr  fi  nnd  p,  n,  4rt* 
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to  thtc  id  thewijf 
a*  thou  camcft) 
|uih  fcnt  iMt  that 
thou  mighttrt  re¬ 
ceive  |hy  light! 
tad  be  fillerl  with 

the  Holy  Qhalf* 


Aodimene- 
dbidy  there  fell 
from  his  cy«>  as  it 
had  Wn  fcilrt  : 
and  he  received 
fight  forthwith  » 
aiul  arofe,  and 

baptised* 


TpJtod  when  he 
hart  received  meat 
he  wan  Jtrength* 
eMd.  Then  vif 
Saul  perttin  days 

with  the  di  tuples 
which  were  if 

Damifaiif 

-  i  ■+  i 


W 


a  cloud  of  glory,  as  you  was  on  the  road  hither  to  per- 
fecute  his  faints,  has  ordered  m«  to  come  to  you,  that 
by  my  hands  you  might  be  tmraciiloufly  cured  of  your 
prefent  blindnefs,  and  that  you  might  be  afterwards  * 
ftillmore  mtraculotifiy  filled  with  the  extraordinary  gifts, 
as  well  as  graces,  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  qualify  you  for 
the  great  work  for  which  be  defigns  you* 

18  And  inftantly  upon  Ananias'*  thus  fp  caking  and 
hying  his  bands  upon  him,  a  vifible  fubftancc,  like  the 
fcales  of  a  fi  Ch,  dropped  off  from  hit  eyes  \  and  he  was 
immediately  reflored  to  his  fight  all  at  once;  which  was 
a  lively  emblem  of  the  veil-a  being  taken  off  from  Jus 
heart,  (l  Ccr*  iit.  13,  14,)  and  of  his  foul's  being  Ailed 
with  light  and  joy;  And  he  got  up,  as  Ananias  had  or- 

ktiM,  if*  )  -*4*  wlA 

water,  to  Ggnify  his  clean&ng  from  lin,  and  to  teftify  his 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  his  fubjeetkm  and  devotedaefa  to 
him- 

19  And  when  he  had  eat  a  proper  quantiry  of  food, 
after  his  having  faded  three  days,  {ven  9.)  which,  to* 
get  her  with  the  deep  concern  of  his  mind,  and  hisear- 
ndfnefs  in  religious  exercifes,  had  weakened  his  bodily 
flrength,  he  was  exceedingly  refrelhed,  not  merely  by 
his  corporal  recruits,  but  chiefly  by  the  jsy  cf  the  Loraf 
which  ivdJ  his  ftrength)  both  in  the  inward  and  outward 
man.  {Neh,  vith  10  }  After  all  this,  Sdtf/contitiaed  fome 
time  at  Damafcvs%  and  inftead  of  going  to  hunt  out  tbo 
Chriftians,  that  he  might  carry  them  bound  to  JtTufi,* 
Arm,  he  fought  their  acquaintance  atii  friend  and  brother, 
and  affociated  with  them,  to  Comfort  them,  and  to  be 
comforted  by  them,  who,  having  had  plain  and  fotisfy* 
ing  accounts  from  him,  and  from  Ananias^  of  the  won¬ 
derful  change  the  grace  of  God  had  made  upon  him, 
gladly  admitted  him  into  communion  with  them* 

7Q  And  inftead  of  blafpheming  the  name  of  the  I*ord 
Jefus  as  formerly,  and  going  tp  fblicit  the  rulers  of  the 
Synagogues  to  exert  their  power  againft  Chriftianity,  as 
he  had  intended,  till  CHrift  met  him  in  the  way;  he 
Immediately  reforted  to  thofe  places  of  public  worftup, 
pnd  there,  -with  ^bun^^pe  of  courage  and  judgment, 

preached 

T  B. 

files  ftd,  (ehp,  11.  and  p«  by  the 

Laying  Gt\  of  the  hand*  of  Aftamas^  who  vai 
Ofilv  1  50m  own  ipiniftring  difriptc,  and  bad 
nothing  of  ebb  Jtind  tuctfitoncd  in  his 
den,  (w„  1  a,)  and  \yhen  Patti ^  after  wards 

givei  an  account  of  (hi* 
iiil  tiT  13,)  kfpnb  only  of  receiving  hi? 

fight  bom  Jx*nhsr  See  iiid.  »♦  p  jf, 
tit* 


N  O 

*  At  the  Holy  Ghoftvtn  hie  miraculous 
gifts,  was  com  muni  caict!  Immediately  by 
thrift  h'uvicif  to  alt  hi*  apart] cs,  and 
haps  new  ura*  conveyed  by  the  bands  of  »Jiy 
mm*  except  rhofc  of  the  a  port  las,  to  other*; 
|t  fttKit  ^  if  £W*  opon  M*  cf<»  being 
pptnnf,  *»*d  his  bang  baptised,  received 
the  Holy  GUort  In  his  extraordinary 
gnd  that  in  a  tiftbJe  minan,  imrttiiiaUfy 
jh;l  0rift  tim/rffi  as  the  of  tie  apo* 
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ior 


way  be  proved 
OriftiDthefrofr 
that  he  it 
Sod  of  God. 


11  Hut  alt  jtbat 
heard  him  were  a- 
utrad*  and  laid, 

U  not  thithe  that 

dcAroyed  them 
wh:ch  called  op 
this  name  in  jevu* 
fata*  T  and  came 
hither  Cor  that  in- 
fcm.that  he  night 
bring  them  boond 
-uoto  the  chief 
priefls? 


11  But  Saul  in* 
the  more 
in  ftrength,  and 
mn  founded  the 
Jew*  which  dmi:lt 
at  Dunafcus,pro* 
viog  that  this  is 
my  Chrift* 


%%  And*  after 
that  manv  days 
were  fulfilled*  rhe 

Jew*  toot  copa&t 

to  till  him* 


14  But  thrir 
ying  wait  was 
of  Saul, 


preached  op  Jefns  as  the  true  Meffiah,  who  was  anoints 
ed  of  God  the  Father*  to  all  the  offices  of  a  prophet* 
prieft,  and  king*  declaring  him  to  be,  bv  way  of  eminence 
and  peculiarity,  rhe  Son  of  God,  the  fame  in  nature  and 
perfections  with  the  Father:  And  he  was  fo  hearty  and 
zealous  in  preaching  this  Sari  out,  becavfe  he  is  the  Son 
of  God,  (•«  “*r«r«r<*  «*•*  «  e*»)  equal  to  hjs  great  office 
and  every  way  worthy  of  the  higbeft  regard. 

at  And  (*)'b11  hie  numerous auditors  were  aftonifb- 
ed  at  his  doCtrine,  and  faid  pne  unto  another.  What  a 
furprizing,  unaccountable  alteration  is  here !  Is  not 
this  the  very  man  who  perfecuted  them,  even  to  the 
death,  that  made  a profeflion of, and  invocked  the  name 
of  Jefus  in  their  religions  worth  ip  at  Jenfalem ;  and 
who  fet  oat  from  thence  hither,  on  pur  pole  to  feize  as 
many  of  them  as  be  could  meet  with  here,  and  to  carry 
them  bound  in  chains,  as  criminals,  to  be  judged  and 
puniflied  by  the  chief  priefts,  and  the  reft  of  tbeir  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  great  council. 

27  Due  whatever  harfh  conftruCHons  and  reflections 

feme  of  them  might  make,  as  though  be  were  an  spo¬ 
liate,  a  madman,  or  an  embuGaft;  he  was  io  far  from 
recanting,  or  being  difheaitned,  that  he  grew  exceeding¬ 
ly  in  his  knowledge  and  judgment  of  the  great  thing* 
of  the  gofpel;  in  bis  affe&ion,  zeal,  and  courage  for  the 
caufe  of  Chrift  ;  and  in  his  fervent  and  fuccefeful  way 
of  preaching  him  :  And  he  perfectly  non  pi  rifled  the  un¬ 
believing  Jews,  that  lived  at  Damafcus ;  confuted  all 
their  objections  by  clear  fcriptnral  evidence  ;  and  pro¬ 
ved  by  undeniable  arguments,  that  this  glorious  perfon, 
Jefus  the  Son  of  God,  whom  they  bad  crucified,  and 
who  was  rifen  from  the  dead,  is  indeed  the  promifedand 
long-expe&ed  Meffiah.  (Chap.  xvii.  2,  3.} 

93  And,  foon  after  this,  he  retired  from  thence  to 
Arabia.  Deferta ,  where  he  preached  Chrift  to  the  Jew* 
of  that  country,  to  whom  be  had  not  been  made  known 
before;  and,  about  three  years  afterwards,  returned  to 
Demsfcut ,  [GaL  i.  15, — 18.)  where  the  Jews  were  fo 
enraged  againft  him  for  coining  to  them  again,  and 

per  lifting  in  what  they  counted  an  apoftacy,  and  for 
his  nervous  and  pathetic  way  of  preaching,  and  de¬ 
fending  the  important  truths  of  the  gofpeL,  that  they 
confuted  together  to  put  him  to  death* 

24  But  $aui  had  intelligence  of  their  lying  in  wait 
for  him,  with  a  murderous  defign ;  and  fo  induftrious 
were  they  to  fecure  him,  that  they  represented  him  in 
an  invidious  and  obnoxious  light  to  the  then  deputy-go* 
verijor  pf  the  city,  which  vyai  under  the  dominion  of 

,  Areta;9 


rotf 
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And  they  nich¬ 
ed  the  gate*  day 

and  Dicta  CO  UU 

tarn. 


%%  Then  the 

dil'cTpIrt  took  hin 

by  night,  and  kt 
bint  down  by  the 

%atl  in  A  haiVct. 


%6  And,  alien 
Saul  4-Bi  come  to 


frlf  to  the  drfei- 
ples  ;  but  they 
**re  all  afraid  of 
lijitr,  and  believed 
nor  that  he  «ui 
dhtipkp 


*7  But  Barra- 
bu  took  him  , 
and  brought  him 
to  the  apnftlea  * 
and  declared  unto 
them  how  he  had 
fen  the  Lord  in 
the  way*  and  that 
lie  hid  fpoken  to 
tiioi ,  and  Iwtf 
he  hid  p  readied 
boldly  At  Damas¬ 
cus 


Aretaty  the  ling  of  Arabiay  and  prevailed  with  him 
to  affift  them,  by  a  detachment  of  foldiers  from  the 
garrifon,  in  guarding  the  gates  of  the  city  night  and 
day,  that  they  might  apprehend  him,  in  cafe  he  fliould 
attempt  to  fly.  (See  the  note  on  3  Cor-  xi.  33.) 

35  Then  the  difdples  of  ]efu$,  being  apprtbenfive 
of  the  extreme  danger  of  this  faithful  fervanr,  and 
tenderly  concerned  for  bis  fafety,  concealed  him  by 
day,  atid  took  an  opportunity  one  night  to  let  him 
down  privately  in* a  baQcet,  through  a  window  of  one 
of  their  boufes,  that  flood  on  the  city-wall ;  and  fo  he 
cfcaped  his  enemies  cruel  bands.  (2  Car.  xi.  33.) 

26  Upon  SavFt  getting  fafe.oot  of  DamafctUy  he 
went,  for  the  firfl  time  tince  hi?  convcrfion,  to  Jerufa* 
fan,  chiefly  to  confer  with  Peter,  who  .was  then  at  that 
place,  [Gal.  i.  18.) ;  and  when  he  arrived  thither,  his 
love  and  zeal  put  him  upon  attempting,  to  aflociare  with 
the  persecuted  and  defptfed  difciples  of  Chrifl,  and  to 
enter  into  communion  with  the  church  there  :  But  as 
they  had  known,  by  lad  experience,  bis  former  furious 
temper  and  violent  practices  againft  them,  and  had 
heard  little  of  him,  finer  his  convcrfion  three  years 
ago,  he  having  moftly  fpent  his  time  in  fo  diflant  and 
unfrequented  a  country,  as  Arabia  Dejertay  they  were 
all  fhy  and  jealous  of  him,  and  afraid  to  truft  him,  or 
to  admit  him  into  their  religious  aflemblies  ;  they  not 
being  fully  fatisfied  that  be  was  a  real  convert,  but  ra¬ 
ther  iufpecting  that  he  came  as  a  fpy  and  informer  a* 
mong  them. 

27  But  BarnabaSy  an  eminent  difciple  *,  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  introduced 
and  recommended  him  to  , Peter  and  James ,  the  only 
apoftles  that  were  then  at  JervJalemy  [Gal,  i,  iy.)  an  I 
f  gave  them  a  diflindl  and. particular  account,  how  Saul 
had  feen  the  glory  of  the  Lord  jefus  in  his  joarney  to 
DamafctUy  (wr.  3.  fee  the  note  on  vtr.  17.)  How  he, 
at  the  fame  time,  heard  him  calling  and  fpeaking  to 
him,  by  name,  from  heaven  $  as  alfo  what  a  wonderful 

change 

£  St 

DtfMjfrr,  anfl  at  that  ciry, 
f  Some  have  thought  l hat  tlir*  namHre 
was  made  by  &*/,  but  l  rather  apprehend  it 
to  bare  been  made  by  liccjuft  il:e 

conftnjlUon  moft  naturally  cji ries  it  ih-t 
wiy  ;  and  whit  U  lai^l  nf  Saar  a  picjrHn^ 
boldly  at  D<t*?utfcN\xvt2S  more  decent  fur  Air- 
tiabatt  (ban  for  himfelf,  rr  rtlaic  to  the 
apotfUct  at  JcnrfaUm,  though  he  doubik;* 
wiitrfitol  to,  arid  confirmed  the  troth  c\t 
all  that  Barnabas  reported  concerning  him. 


NOT 

*  Bnmdtff  i$  afterwards  fpoken  of  x*  0* 
trpofth\  chap*  xbv  14,  t  Corm  «♦  j,  d,  and 
Gat  iL  p,  (See  the  note  on  util*  3*) 
And  tune  have  thought  that  be  ww  SauPl 
fellow -pupil  under  Geetd&Y,  and  iohh  old 
aappLinoncc.  M*M.  Sacr  cfCty  n.  p» 
it, — apt  frt.  "'i'is  highly  prohlilc  that 
he  received  the  account  of  Saul's  eonverfton 
from  hit  own  mouth,  or  that  be  tad  it  by 
rdnierfihoi,  or  writing  from  rfnaaui j,  nr 
Jt'rrKr  other  thrift  5  am,  aho  well  knew  the 
whole  (lory  of  what  jiailcii  in  the  way  to 
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m  in  the  name 
•f  Jduit 
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*8  And  he  mi 
with  *heSo  co* 
ming  in  *nd  go- 
out  ai  Jeiuta* 

it* 


19  And  hefpakc 
tr,i\A\ v  1  n „  h  t  T>a<ne 
nf  the  Lord  JefiK* 
xd6  dilputed  *- 
glinft  the  Grt^'i* 
zr,i:  butchcjrvmt 

about  to  flay  him. 


jo  TFV.ch  when 
thfbrcthrenkncw* 
they  brought  him 
d»«'n  to  Crfiifw* 
r,m  ftnt 
fo  Tartw. 


change  was  thereupon  wrought  in  bis  heart,  {iter.  5, 6, 
7.)  and  what  further’paffed  between  Cbrift  and  him  in 
bis  vifion,  and  between  him  and  Ananias  who  bad 
been  favoured  with  another  coirefpondent  vifion  at  Da~ 
ma/cus ,  ( ver.  10, — ly.)  and  how,  by  Ch rift’s  own  au¬ 
thority  and  commiffiou,  be  preached  him  publicly,  with 
great  liberty,  of  fpirit,  holy  confidence  and  courage, 
JivttpvBH r«r*J  Jji  the  fynagogues  of  that  city,  to  the  a* 
mazement  of  all  that  had  ever  known,  or  heard  of  him 
before,  to  the  joy  and  eftablifhmcnt  of  the  faints,  and 
to  the  envy  and  canfufion  of  all  the  unbelieving  jbwr, 
( mr.  30,-21.) 

18  .Hereupon,  the  apoftles,  being  fully  fatisfied 
about  him,  gladly  received  him,  and  recommended 
him  to  the  reft  of  the  dtfciplei,  as  a  faithful  brother 
and  fervant  of  Cbrift;  and  he  continued  with  them 
fifteen  days,  (GaL  i.  18.)  accompanying  and  joining' 
with  them  in  their  work  and  labour,  in  public  places 
of  worfliip,  and  in  Chriftian  aflemblies,  at  Jerufalem, 
where  he  had  before  been  fo  notorious  for  bis  darning 
zeal  again  ft,  .and  bitter  perfecutions  of  the  church. 

39  And  during  this  time,  ( »<*ff »***"¥  «*#».<»)  be  be¬ 
ing  much  enlarged  and  emboldened  in  bis  own  Jpirir, 
and  having  great  liberty  of  fpeech,  publicly  preached 
Cbrift  and  fa)  vat  ion  through  him,  by  virtue  of  the  au¬ 
thority  which  he  bad  received  from  him,  (ve r.  15,  16.) 
and  be  fupported  the  glorious  do&rines  of  Ch rift's  per- 
fon  ,  and  offices,  death,  and  rcfurreftion,  with  great 
ftrength  of  argument,  and  of  anfwcrs  to  objections  in 
difputes,  particularly  with  the  Helenift  Jews,  (fee  the 
note  on  John  xii.  20.)  whom  he  bad  concurred  with  in 
Stephen*:  martyrdom,  (chap.  vi.  9, 11.  and  yu.  58,  59.) 
But  they  were  fo  confounded  by  his  reafouing,  ana  fo 
prejudifed  agatnft  Chriftianity,  and  againft  him  for  de¬ 
ferring  their  party,  and  being  fo'  ftrenuous  an  advocate 
for  the  faith  of  Cbrift,  that,  inftead  of  embracing  it, 
they  contrived  to  fend  him  after  Stephen,  by  potting 
him  atfo  to  death. 

30  But  (*}  when  his  brethren  in  Cbrift  underftood 
their  wicked  defign,  they  cnndu£ted  him  life  to  Ctefa- 
rea ,  the  chief  city  of  PtkJIine,  and  rook  care  to  fend 
him  from  thence^  along  the  fea-coaft,  to  his  old  friends 

and  acquaintance  at  Tarfuty  or,  as  it  is  called  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue,  Tarjbifb,  bis  native  place,  where  he 
might  hope  for  fafety,  and  where,  in  fa£t,  he  continued 
preaching  thegolpc),  till  Barnabas  came  to  him.  (Chap, 

«•  3S-) 

3 1  Then,  as  Satift  who  had  been  a  molt  fevere  and 

indc- 


3^  hud 

the 


lo8 
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the  cbnrtte  raft 
thranghnot  all  lo¬ 
tto,  nod  Galitee, 

anil  Samaria,  and 

were  edified;  *od, 

mtktagia  tbefar 
of  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  comfort  of 
the  HoAj  Ghoft, 
were  nauipUcd. 


3*  AqJ U time 
to  juft,  ac  Peter 
paflal  through¬ 
out  all  fflar Urs* 
he  rune  down  al¬ 
io  to  I  he'  Onnt% 
which  duck  at 
I.j&la. 


And  (here 
httoifld  a  rtruin 

man  named  Kne- 

aiTvhkh  had  kept 
nU  bed  eight 
pwrj  and  vu 
jkk  of  the  pally* 

34  An;!Peteifiid 

W»Co  him,  Enni, 
Jtfus  Chrift  ma- 
ktih  tbee  whole ; 
trife,  and  make 
thy  bed.  And  he 
vole  in  mediate* 

h* 


indefatigable  perfecator,  was  become  an  eminent  and 
laborious  preacher  of  Chrift,  and  as  he  was  gone  from 
Jervfalem,  where  fince  bis  conversion  he  had  To  high); 
>  exafperated  the  Jrws,  they  grew  lefs  violent  io  their 
proceedings  again (l  the  Chriftians  $  and  fo  the  churches 
of  Chrift  had  a  breathing* rime  of  fpiritual  and  tempt* 
ral  profperity  and  peace,  -  (*v»w)  wherever  they  were 
planted  in  Judea,  Galilee ,  and  Samaria ;  and,  having 
fret'r  liberty  of  the  gofpel  than  before,  were  built  up  oo 
their  moft  holy  faith,  in  all  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the 
Spirit,  and  in  their  union  and  communion  with  Chrift 

and  one  another,  being  edified  together  in  love;  and 
they  perilling  in,  and  living -more  and  more  under  the 
power  of  that  religious,  new  covenant-fear  of  God, 
which  he  had  put  into  tbeir  hearts;  and  being  evi¬ 
dently  enriched  with  ihe  consolations  that  proceeded 
from  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  they 
increased  in  numbers,  and  in  all  die  tncreafes  of  God, 

(tfMBvrtW  ) 

32  And  Peter  taking  this  favourable  opportunity  to 
vifit  the  churches  in  all  thofe  pans  for  their  further  in* 
ftru&ion,  regulation,  and  eftahlifhmem,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  working  fignal  miracles,  imparting  the  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  fettling  faithful  and  well-qualified 
pa  (tors  over  them,  he,  among  other  places,  went  to 
the  fcn&ified  in  Chrift  Jcfus,  whole  hearts  were  puri¬ 
fied  by  faith,  and  who  made  a  holy  profelfion  of  his 
name,  and  refided  in  a  town  called  Lydda,  which  lay 
in  Judea ,  not  far  fiom  Joppa,  (wr-  38.)  between 
Jzotus  and  Cefarea,  in  the  way  of  Philip's  prog  rtfs, 
alter  the  converfion  of  the  eunuch*  {Chap.  viii.  40.) 

33  And  there  he  providentially  met  with  a  ceitain 
diftreflisd  man,,  whofe  name  was  JEneas,  and  who  had 
been  .bed-ridden  for  eight  years  paft,  having  loft  the 
ufe  of  his  limbs,  and  been  laid  up  with  fuch  an  inve¬ 
terate  and  dangerous  palfy,  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
his  recovering  in  the  ordinary  ufe  of  means : 

34  As  foon  as  Peter  faw  him,  be,  to  prevent  all  ap- 
preheniions  as  though  there. were  any  virtue  in  hintfeli 
to  heal  him,  faid  to  him,  J&neas,  1  declare,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lvrd  Jefus,  the  exalted  Saviour  of  I/rael, 
that  he,  at  this  infant,  puts  forth  his  almighty  power, 
to  reftore  you  ro  perfcCk  health  and  ftrength :  And  u 
Chrift,  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  ufed  to  order  them, 
whom  he  miraculoufly  cured,  to  do  fometbing  th« 
might  evidence  it  to  the  company;.,  fo,  fortbefame 
purpofe,  T  order  you,  by  his  authority,  to  get  up  from 
your  bed,  and  make  it  with  your  own  bancs ;  accor- 
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jf  And  all  that 
it  Ljrddi 
?nd  Saron  &w 
him,  and  turned 
tu  the  Lord* 


3tf  Nov  there 
waft  at  Joppa  a 
tcrui  n  di  topic 
mined  Tabttlu  , 
which,  by  inter¬ 
pretation,  is  call¬ 
ed  Doras :  this 

woman  *n  foil 
of  good  works  , 
and  aims- deeds 
which  Ibt  did. 


31  And  it  ci me 
to  p*.s  in  thole 
days  lb  at  the  wis 

lick  ,  and  died  i 
whom,  when  they 

hid  walked,  they 

UtH  nr  mu  Dp* 
per  chamber* 

38  And  fioref- 
much  as  Lydda 
was  nigh  to  Jop¬ 
pa,  and  the  dtfri- 
pks  had  heard 
that  Phlt  was 
there  ,  they  fen* 
unto  him  two 
men,  defiling  b'no 
thjtc  he  would  oof 
delay  to  come  to 

tllCOti 


3P  Then  Ptwr 
arftfr  ,  and  went 
with  them,  Whtn 
be  was  come  they 
brought  him  into 
the  upper  cham¬ 
ber: 
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dingly  he  did  lb,  without  delay,  In  the  fight  of  all  then 

prefcnr. 

35  And  foch  a  blefling  attended  the  gofpel,  at  thus 
confirmed,  that  great  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Lydda,  and  of  the  adjacent  town,  and  large  fruitful 
valley  of  Shins,  of  whom  it  was  prophefied,  (//«. 
xxxV'  %.)  that  they  Jbould  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord ,  and 
the  excellency  of  our  Codt  (aw  the  wonderful  cure  that 
Chrift  had  wrought  upon  this  cripple,  and  were  fo  af¬ 
fected  with  it,  as  to  yield  themfelves  up .  to  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  follow  him  in  all  his  ways. 

36  Now  at  Joppa f  a  neighbouring  fea-port  town, 
there  was  a  certain  believer  in  Omit,  whofe  name,  m 
the  Syriac  language,  was  Tabitba,  and  in  the  Greek) 
Dorcas  t  both  of  which  ftgntfy  a  hind  or  roe  *  this 
Chriftian  matron  abounded  in  a£ts  of  piety  toward 
God,  as  fruits  of  her  faith  and  love,  and  in  work**  of 
righteoufneis,  and  of  charity  to  the  poor,  for  whom 
(he  provided  garments  to  clothe  them,  which  (he 
wrought  with  her  own  hands,  and  generouily  difpofcd 
of,  in  her  great  compaffion,  to  fuch  as  needed  them. 

3-  And  Providence  fo  ordered  it,  for  the  greater 
m a ni reflation  of  God's  glory,  that,  during  Peter* s  a- 
bode  in  thofe  pans,  this  good  woman  fell  fick  and  died  ; 
after  which,  her  friends,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
ancients,  wafiled  her  dead  coipfe,  and  laid  it  out  in  an 
upper  room,  in  order  to  its  interment. 

38  But  (*}  Lydda  being  within  about  five  or  fix  miles 
of  Jopfat  and  fomc  of  her  acquaintance  and  iellctr- 
Chrifiians,  who  were  greatly  concerned  at  the  k;fs  of 
fuch  an  excellent  and  ufctul  woman,  hearing  that  the 
apofiie  Peter  was  ar  Joppa ,  and  had  wrought  a  won¬ 
derful  miracle  there,  they  fent  two  of  their  nnmher  as 
their  meftengers  unto  him,  to  beg  earndtly  of  him,  in 
all  their  names,  that  he  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  come 
with  all  poflible  difpatch  to  them^on  an  important  oc- 
cafion,  *  to  help  and  comfort  them  in  their  forr awful 
circumftsnces. 

4 

39  Upon  the  mdTengrni  delivering  their  errand^ 
Ptttr  readiJy  contented,  and  went  along  with  them; 
and  being  come  to  JoppA*  and  to  the  fritnds  that  had 
fent  for  him  thither*,  they  conducted  him  to  the  upper 
room,  where  the  dead  corpte  of  Dorcas  lay  prepared 

for 

T  E, 

improvement  of  the  aftfttng  providence,  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  their  own  odifi.vtioa 
and  rombn,  in  filch  a  way  *1  Ptftf 
be  dbeAed  to,  and  eoabfnl  for,  without 
prclcribltfg  to  fata* 


K  0 

*  They,  probably*  hoped,  that  be  who 
had  reflored  En&s  to  his  limbs,  might  rc- 
ftore  Dorres  to  life;  the  divine  power  of 
Chrift,  which  had  done  one  hy  hit  hands, 
being  equally  capable  of  doing  the  other : 
Or  they  might  knd  lot  him  to  aflift  ibeir 


no 
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her:  sod  tH  the 
widows  (tood  by 
fain  weeping,  and 
flkcwiog  the  cun 
and  garments 

which  Doras 
made  while  (be 
ois  with  there. 


40  ftnt  Peter 
put  then  allforth, 
tnd  kneeled  down 
an!  prayed >  and* 
eoninglin  n  the; 
body,  bid,  Tibi* 
tfur  wife.  And 
Ae  opened  her 

eyes  :  and  when 

Ac  f««  Peter  flse 
fit  op. 


41  And  he  gm 
her  his  haod,  and 
lift  her  up;  and, 
when  he  had  call¬ 
ed  the  faints  and 
widows,  present¬ 
ed  her  alive* 


41  And  it  was 
known  through* 
out  aJI  Joppa:  and 
many-  belkicd  hi 
the  Lord* 


for  its  funeral :  And  there  he  found  the  poor  widows, 
that  bad  been  bountifully  relieved  by  her  labour  and  li¬ 
berality,  Handing  and  weeping  over  her,  with  grear  la¬ 
mentation  for  their  lofs  of  fuch  a  generous  beaefaefcrefs ; 
and,  at  his  coining,  into  the  room,  they  flocked  about 
him,  and,  to  more  his  conrpaiEon,  (poke  highly  of  her 
great  virtues  and  ufefaloeO,  and  (hewed  him  the  gowns 
and  petticoats,  and  other  garments  on  their  backs, 
which  (he  had  employed  herfelf  in  making,  and  with 
which  (be  had,  in  her  great  generality  and  goodnefs, 
clothed  them,  at  free  colt,  while  (he  was  living. 

40  Then  (*!)  Peter  defired  .  tham  all  to  withdraw, 
that,  like  his  Lord  and  Mailer,  he  might  avoid  all  ap¬ 
pearance  of  vain-glory,  and  that  he  might  have  the 
greater  liberty  and  freedom  in  wrelUing  with  God  in 
prayer,  for  the  reftoration  of  flich..  a  ufeful  period  to 
life,  and  for  the  confirmation  .of  the  gofpel  thereby; 
and  being  alone,  be  kneeled  down,  and. a ddr effect  the 
throne  of  grace  in  that  humble  port u re,  with  faith  in 
the  Lord  Jefus ;  and  then  being  allured,  by  a  divine 
impulle,  that  his  prayer  was  anfwered,  be  turned  him- 
felf  about  to  the  dead  corpfe,  and  (peaking,  as  ufual, 
(ver.  35.  and  chap.  Hi.  6.  and  iv.  30.)  in  the  name  of 
Chrift,  *  he,  after  his  example,  (Mari  v.  4.)  laid, 
Tabitha,  Arile  from  the  dead :  And  the  Lord  Jefus  at¬ 
tended  thefe  words  with  fueb  power,  that  Ihe  imme¬ 
diately  opened  ber  eyes,  which  death  had  clofed ;  and, 
feeing  the  apofUe  by  her,  railed  herfelf  up  into  a  fitting 
polture. 

41  And  he,  reaching  out  his  hand,  afiilted  her  ri¬ 
ling  upon  her  feet ;  and  then,  calling  in  her  religious 
acquaintance,  and  the  poor  widows,  who  fo  greatly  be¬ 
wailed  their  lofs  of  her,  he  let'  her  before  them,  and 
made  them  a  moll  acceptable  prefent  of  their  great  be- 
nefa&refs  and  friend,  alive  and  well,  to  their  abundant 

j°y* 

42  And  as  foon  as  this  wonderful  miracle  was 
known,  as  it  quickly  was  through  all  the  town,  a  great 
multitude  were  brought  over  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus,  hy  whofe  divine  power  it  was  wrought;  and  they 
were  made  obedient  to  the  faith. 

43  And 

T  E. 

will ;  and  wheo  he  fpokc  to  T&tht i  no  ante, 

lie  did  not  fpcak  from  hhntetf ; 
oar  Laid  behaved  tq  Ids  wlfule  condud,  in 
the  other  cafe*  w  efol*  with  in  air  of  ab* 
foUn*  fovereignty  by  his  own  poTer  and  will, 
without  liking  the  leaft  notice  of  Cod  hi* 
Father,  end  fpokc  to  the  young  damfd  hi 
his  own  name;  I JajuMto  rtre*  Ante*  Set 
the  notes  on  Jzbii  11.  tr,  und  xu  4t* 


N  O 

*  Though  Ptfer*s  cipreffion,  in  thU  cafe* 
!s  much  in  the  £un«  form  with  chit  which 
oar  blefled  I*ord  uAd  ia  railing 
daughter  to  life*  (Mere  v.  41*)  yet  hi)  wiy 
of  working  this  mired*  was  entirely  differ¬ 
ent  from  that ;  For  he  firfl  koeekd  down 
ondr  preyed,  and  fo  referred  the  matter  to 
God,  and  applied  to  him  with  adurevlodg- 
meou  that  it  depended  oa  b is  power  ini 


Ill 
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4?  Andiccame  43  And  U  Chrift  had  further  work  to  do  by  Peter 

at  this  plattj  till  he  Ihould  1«  called  from  thence  to 
111  Joppa  with  one  ©tber  for  vice  among  the  profelytcsof  the  gate*  {chap. 
Simon  a  pnntr,  i.)  Providence  ordered  his  Haying  at  Joppa  for  feme 

time*  where  he  took  up  his  abode,  not  at  TabithsPs 
houfe,  (where  he  might  have  been  liberally  entertain¬ 
ed)  left  he  Ihould  feem  to  receive  a  reward  from  her  for 
the  great  miracle  of  mercy  wrought  upon  her;  but 
contenting  himfelf  with  meaner  fare,  he  went  and 
lodged  at  a  tanner’s,  whole  name  was  Shnon^  and  whofe 
houfe  was  hy  the  fea-fide.  {Chap*  x.  6*) 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  undeniable  and  glorious  proofs  bath  our  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  given  of 
his  exultation  to  his  heavenly  kingdom !  He  ba&appeared  and  fpoke  from  heaven 
with  divine  Ma  jetty  and  glory,  and  has  made  a  believing  and  authoritative  ufo  of 
bis  name,  as  effectual,  for  healing  the  Tick,  and  raifing  the  dead,  as  if  he  were 
visibly  prefcnt  to  exert  his  divine  power  in  commanding  health  to  one,  and  life  to 
another;  and  he  produces  the  like  cffo&s  upon  difeafeu  and  dead  fouls:  And,  O 
how  fovertign  and  victorious  is  his  grace ;  in d  what  a  wonderful  change  does  It 
make  upon  the  heart  and  life  t  It  ftrikes  the  moft  daring  tinner,  like  §anft  into 
trembling  and  aftonifhment;  ftepi  him  in  his  full  carter  uf  wickcdaefc,  and  makes 
him  cry  out*  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?  It  gives  him  an  heart  to  pray, 
to  follow  directions  and  commands;  and  it  turns  a  furious  persecutor  into  a 
zealous  preacher  of  Chrift;  and  whilft  others  are  amazed,  foenc  with  joy,  and 
fome  with  envy*  at  foch  a  vifibie  alteration  on  the  tincc re  convert,  he  is  the  more 
emboldened  and  ftrengthened,  to  the  ttiencmg  and  confounding  of  all  that  op* 
pr;!e  him;  And  though  the  diftiples  of  Chrift  themfelvcs  may  at  firft  be  jealous 
of  him,  and  afraid  to  countenance  and  embrace  him,  left  he  IboHri  he  a  fpy  and 
hypocrite,  or  a  wolf  in  iheep’s  ctaathing ;  -yet  with  what  chrtrfulncfa  and  farif- 
Faction  will  they  receive  him,  when  the  truth  of  grace  appears  in  him  !  Chrifl  is 
utvrr  at  a  ioL  for  inftruments  to  carry  on  his  work;  be  will  either  find  or  make 
tl'ern,*  and  take  off  all  their  objections,  difficulties,  and  difeouragements ;  and 
though  his  and  their  enemies  may  lye  in  wait  to  detlroy  them,  he  will  make 
a  way  for  their  efcape,  till  he  has  accomptifhed  bis  defigns  by  them.  And,  O 
h:nv  csfilv  can  he  turn  the  thr&tcnmgs  and  fl  tughtcr  of  his  church,  winch  he 
takes  as  done  agninft  himfelf,  into  reft  and  peace,  and  till  them  with  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  aml'tlie  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gholt,  that  they  may  be  both  multiplied 
and  edified  !  And  with  what  pleasure  and  hope  wilt  the  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift 
vifit  Oich  churches,  to  impart  ftill  further  benefits  to  them  !  Their  miniftrations 
ftall  be  attended  with  the  power  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  t6  turn  many  to  the  L'.tc1» 
aud  add  an  abundant  cftablifhment  to  the  faints  Add  O  what  an  honour  15  it  to 
Chrift,  and  to  the  faint*  the  natives*  and  to  their  holy  profofBon  of  his  name* 
when,  for  thrir  eminence  in  religion  and  liberality,  their  tires,  like  Dorcas' s* 
arc  greatly  d(  fired,  and  their  deaths  as  much  lamented  ! 


C*  H  A  P.  X, 

Cornelius*  a  Roman  Officer^  being  directed  in  a  viJion%  fends  for  Peter* 
1  8,  Peter*  being  encouraged  in  a  correfpondent  vijian+goes  to  Cor* 

nelius,  though  ^Gentile,  9* — 23.  The  difeourf*  that  paffed  between 
them,  in  -which  Peter  freaked  Chrifl  to  Azin,  24,-42.  The  Hofy 
Ofafl  fails  on  Cornelius  and  his  friends t  and  thereupon  they  are  bap* 

tiuJ$  43,-48* 


IT2 
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Cb.  x. 


T*xt. 

wu  a 
cevttU  mu 
iq  Cefavtfti  called 
Gbmcilui,  a  ce»* 
turn  a  ofthebud 
called  (be  IftKan 


iifdrvoutm*T 
and  one  dial  frir- 
edGodwithillhn 
hoefe,  which  gave 
modi  aim*  to  (he 
people,  ud  pray¬ 
ed  |o  God  alway« 


1  Be  few  in  ft 
rilion  evidently, 
*buQt  the  ninth 
hour  of  the  day, 
an  angel  of  Ood 
commjiotabim, 

and 


pARAPHRASB. 

TH  £  gofpel  having)  by  this  time,  been  preached  a* 
bout  feven  years  to  the  native  Jm,  and  the  pro- 
fdytes  of  rigfateoufneCi,  and  to  the  Samaritan?  /  God 
would  now  introduce  it  among  the  Gentiles*  beginning 
with  the  prsfefytes  tf  the  gate ,  in  order  to  its  fpteading, 
by  degrees)  to.the  uttermaft  part  <f  the  earth*  {chap,  u 
9.)  Accordingly  there  was  at  Cafarea ,  fo  called  in  ho* 
nour  to  Augttjlus  Cafar ,  where  Philip  had  been  preach* 
ing  to  the  Jews*  {chap,  viii.  40.)  a  certain  man  named 
Cornelius*  who  was  a  Roman  captain  over  an  hundred 
foldiers  belonging  to  an  Italian  regiment)  (">/»*) 
which  were  placed  under  a  governor  there)  to  fupport 
the  imperial'authority  over  that  people)  which  confid¬ 
ed  of  Jews  as  well  as  Gentiles. 

2  This  man)  though  an  unctrcumctfed  Gentile *  {chap, 
11.  3.)  was  a  fiucere  *  profely  te  of  the  gate  *  a  man  of 
a  devotional  temper  of  mind ;  ‘and  one  that  worth ipped 
the  true  God  of  Ifrast*  reverenced  his  name)  and  fear¬ 
ed  to  offend  him  •*  and,  like  Abraham  and  Jojbua*  {pen. 
iviii.  ip.  and  JaJh.  xxiv.  15.}  was  exemplary  in  keeping 
up  religion  in  his  family,  which  owned  and  believed  in 
the  fame  God  with  bimfelf  •*  he  like  wife  was  of  a  very 
charitable  difpofition,  diffributing  with  great  liberality 
to  the  neceflities  of  the  poor,  whether  they  were  Jews 
01  Gentiles ;  and  he  confcientioulLy  obferred  the  Ifra~ 
elites  dated  hours  of  prayer,  morning  and  evening,  in 
his  daily  addrelles  to  God. 

3  While  he  was  one  day  praying,  about  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  he,  being  fully  awake,  had  a  dear  vi- 
fion,  with  his  bodily  eyes,  of  a  glorious  angel  of  the 
Lord,  who  appeared  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  man,  fur- 
rounded  with  rays  of  light,  {iter.  30.}  as  Gabriel  for¬ 
merly  did  to  Daniel*  at  the  fame  time  of  the  evening 
oblation,  when  he  was  employed  in  the  like  religious 
manner,  {Dan.  ix.  2 1 .) ;  and  to  (hew  the  fpeciil  notice 

God 

O  T  E. 

in  the  afternoon,  *s  appear*,  from  ver.  3- 
and  from  Lfttf  xftiv,  53.  compared  with 
if  40t  47*  apd  iU«  1.^  fo  lie  ob&rvei 
the  boar*  of  temple-ferrite;  indhUhdn* 
QllfldffvrfCir  xx*  jror  ©jw)  a  at* 

voct  flMd,  Mtf  that  feared  Goif  is  *  <lt- 
feupdon  of  that  ion  of  profelytr*  who 
proinlfcuoufly  fpoleii  of,  cfotp,  kHL  t6*  te* 
43;  «*  (pvCuprtvrr  flV  9m*  2nd  PtCv,U{i-^ 

pcrfbnt  ibitf  feared  Cod,  2nd 

vert  devest  or  rttijwtt  pwfttjtes ;  accord* 

iagly..tii6  apoffle  JPoa/ albsdged  th«  propii^ 
'  do  of  the  Old  Tefttmcnt  to  them,  a*  whH 
they  were  aftjmifitrd  with,  which  He  ikycv 
did  in  preaching  to 


N 

*  As  the  profely te$  of  rightcoarods  were 
ftcro anted  dean,  and  were  admitted  to  all 
(be  privileges  of  natural  Jews  ;  and  Carnt- 
to  was  deemed  an  unclean  Gevitfet  (wr,  *8.) 
for  going  in  to  whom  the  Jew*  were  highly 
offended  with  (he  apoftle  Peter  f  {cbaP*  xu  a, 
^-)  Arid  he,  in  ^Indication  of  mmfetf, 
ftwtc  of  it,  u  Goer*  firg  viljung  the  Gen* 
fifo,  (ofoo*  xv*  r+ft)  (t  it  commonly,  and  1 
think  jufliy,  concloded*  tlsat  Coratlms  was 
st  profely  te  of  the  gate,  (fee  ibe  note  on 
ebaf*  vili*  ay*}  For  iSpranKf  te  Gsdaiiai ryt, 

iign’fed  obJerringthe  Jevifi  hoars  of  pray¬ 
er,  every  day  n  the  third  and  ninth  hour, 
or  at  nine  g>dock  in  the  morning,  aud  three 


Oh. 


i* 
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It* 


&cd  laying  Wt& 
him,  Corootlna, 

4  And ,  when 
lie  Looked  on  him* 
be  was  afraid,  and 
Wbat  is  it, 
Lord  ?  And  he 
fsid  unto  him. 
Thy  prayen  and 
thine  alms  are 
come  up  for  a 
memorial  before 
God, 


5  And  no*  lend 
men  to  Joppa*  aod 
rail  for  nr  SloiOTh 
4'hoTe  finume  is 
Peter : 


*  lie  lodgtfh 
*iith  ow  Slnofl 
a  tanner  *  whole 
lwufc  is  by  tfcefar 

f:lc:  he  fhall  tell 

what  thou 
to  do»  1 


God  tool:  of  him,  he  called  to  him  byname,  faying. 
Cor  net  fat  i 

4  But  (#I)  when  CirncEvs  looked  at  the  angel,  he 
Was  filled  with  reverent  awe,  and  great  fuiprife ;  and, 
addrdfing  him  vtrith  the  refpeft  due  to  a  mellenger  from 
the  heavenly  world,  faid,  Lord,  What  is  the  meaning 
of  this  extraordinary  appearance  ?  Art  thou  come  in 
mercy,  or  in  wrath  i  What  is  thy  will  and  plea  fore  f 
and  the  angel,  to  comfort  and  encourage  him,  replied. 
All  is  well,  your  fpiiitual  facrifices  of  prayer,  and  libe* 
rality  ro  the  poor,  {Phil,  iv.  18.  and  Neb.  xiii.  15,  16.) 
are  grscioufly  accepted  of  God,  as  tokens  of  your  faith 
and  love,  according  to  youc  present  light,  more  than 
ifyou  had  prefented  a  memorial  of  incenfe,  and  a  meat* 
offering  made  by  fire,  which  are  fpoken  of  as  a  Tweet 
favour  to  the  Lord*  {Lev.  ii.  1,  9.  and  vi.  15.} 

5  And  as  you  need  a  further  revelation  of  the  mind 
and  will  of  God,  to  dirc£l  your  faith  to  the  only  rrue 
Mefliah,  and  to  lead  you  into  the  way  of  falvation  by 
him ;  and  as  he  has  appointed  to  communicate  it  to 
foil,  riot  by  the  mini  dry  of  angels,  but  of  men  of  like 
paffions  with  yoorfelf,  that  their  terror  may  not  make 
you  afraid,  and  that  the  excellency  of  the  power,  which 
attends  their  miniftrations,  may  the  more  evidently  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  of  God,  (a  Cor.  iv.  7.}  I  am  commiflioned  to 
order  you  to  fend  irieffengers  immediately  to  Joppa,  the 
town  from  whence  the  prophet  Jonah  was  fent  to  preach 
to  the  Gentiles  at  Nineveb,  {Jonah  i,  2,  3,)  and  fetch 
from  thence  a  certain  mao,  who  is  commonly  known 
hythe  name  of  Simon ,  and  whom  his  Lord  Groaraed 
Peter,  on  account  of  the  ufe  he  would  make  of  him, 
in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  Chriftian  church.  {Mat. 
xvi.  18,  19.} 

6  That  you  may  not  miftake  the  man,  and  may  be 
thoroughly  Gatisfied  that  this  is  a  divine  direction,  I 
am  further  to  tell  yon,  that  he  now  fojourns  there,  as 
a  gueft  with' his  name-fake  Sinton,  who  is  hy  trade  a  tan* 
ner,  and  whofe  boufe  (lands  on  the  fhore  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Tea ;  He  (hall  acquaint  you  with  thofe  things  *, 
which,  according  to  the  prefent  new  difpcnfation  of 

God’s 

T  E. 

hrlf,  as  the  only  Saviour,  (riff.  iv. 

And  a*  the  ordinary  means,  by  which  Qod 
brings  any  to  this  frith,  b  the  preaching  of 
the  gafpeL  (Aw*  I*  1  f«hc  *ouH 

rather  difpttdi  an  un^l  from  heaven  to  di- 
reft  this  uHigwtis  profc'ytc  to  thole  aic£r*s, 
than  not  honour  hUowu  inftitniiou 


HO 

*  Though  {Jprflrfifff,  Mug  i  profrlyU*  Is 
to  be  fuppofed  to  hare  bettered  in  the  pro- 
rmfed  and  exposed  MdTuh,  and  thti,  in 
former  difpcifattoas,  was  AiiEfknt  for  Att¬ 
rition  i  yet  after  Chrtfl  had  aftualW  ap¬ 
peared,  and  finiibed  the  wort  of  redemp¬ 
tion,  and  ppbfthed  H  in  the  gofpel,  k  was 
further  nece-flary*  tbit  faith  ibonld  be  dim- 
ttfl  *0,  and  fbould  UTClLraC  W  li&  parrico- 
Vo  I,  HI*  t 


H 


1*4 
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Tht  Acts  cf  the  Apostles  parapbrafed. 


j  And*  when 
the  nxifttA  which 
fpake  unto  Cor  nc- 
limwas  departed* 
he  cJfal  tvo  of 
£_his  houihold^lbr* 
vants*  and  a  de¬ 
vout  foJdier  of 
them  that  waited 
oo  him  coutinttai- 
ly: 

8-  And*  when 
he  had  declared  all 
iktft  thing*  unto 
lhctn,hcftiuthem 

to  Joppa. 


A  On  thr-mor- 

row>asihey  went 
on  their  journey, 
abddrew  uijgh  in¬ 
to  the  city,  Peter 
went  np  upon  the 
honfe-top  co  pn>y , 

fltiout  the 
hour< 


io  And^hc  be* 
tame  'Very  hun* 
py,  and  would 
b*vft:  eaten  r  h m 
while  they  made 
ready  he  fcU  into 
a  trance. 


And  law  hea¬ 
ven  opened*  and 
a  certain  veflcl 
ddeending  unto 
hu»,a*iiludbccii 

a 


God*s  grace,  are  neceflary  for  you  to  know  and  dor  in 

order  to  your  being  eternally  fated,  { Chap *  xi.  14,) 

7  A$  foon  as  the  angel  had  delivered  his  meffage,he 
difappeared  ;  and  Cornelius  being  fully  fatisfied,  as  to 
the  reality  and  vaft  importance  of  what  be  bad  feeoand 
heard,  and  carneftly  defirtms  of  learning  the  way  of  fal* 
ration,  be  immediately,  in  obedience  to  the  heavenly 
vilion,  'called  to  him  two  of  his  own  domeftic  fer  rants, 
and  one  of  hifi  foldiers,  who,  like  himfelf,  was  a  reli¬ 
gious  profelyte,  and  therefore  fo  highly  in  favour  with 
him,  as  to  be  ufually  employed  in  waiting  upon  him, 

8  And  tbefe  being  ail  trufty  men,  whom  he  could 
depend  upon,  and  for  vhofe  fal  vat  ion  he  was  concern¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  for  his  own,  he  related  to  them  all  that 
had  pafTed  in  the  viGon,  that  they  might  go  the  more  : 
chear  fully  on  his  errand,  and  he  the  more  urgent  with 
Peter  ro  come  to  him  ;  Accordingly  he  ordered  them 
to  fet  out  the  next  morning  for  Joppa,  ( ver >  9,)  it  be* 
ing  then  too  late  for  them  to  perforin  the  journey  that 
night, 

9  Now,  that  Peter  might'be  the  better  difpofed  ro 
receive  and  comply  with  their  meflage,  notwnhft^nd-' 
ing  his  prejudices  againft  converting  with,  and  preach* 
ing  to  micircumcifetf  6Vnf;7fj,  Providence  wifely  order* 
ed,  that  whilft,  or  the  morrow  after  the  vifion,  the 
meflengers  were  on  the  road,  and  arrived  near  to  the 
town,  unknown  to  him,  he,  according  to  the  .example 
of  David  *nd  Daniel,  who  ufed  to  pray  three  times  a 
dayt./Pfal-  !v*  17.  znd-Dan*  vi;*  10.)  went  up  about 
notm,  tothc  flat  roof  of  the  houfe,  (fee  the  note  on  AUt. 
xxiv.  T7-)  to  fpend  fome  time  in  fecret  prayer,  that  the 
word  of  the  Lord  might  have  free  courfe  and  be  glo¬ 
rified, 

10  And,  during  this  devout  retirement,  he  was  ex¬ 
ceeding  hungry,  and  wanted  to  eat  fnmething  for  the 
rdre foment  of  nature ;  but  while  dinner  was  preparing, 
he  -fuddenly  fell  into  a  tiipenutural  ecftacy  of  mind, 
(;jeras-*;j  the  external  fenfes  being  ac  the  fayne  rime  as 
much  locked  up,  as  if  lie  had  been  afleep,  which  was 
one  of  the  ways  wherein  God  had  ufed  to  reveal  bins* 

felf  co  his  fervams  of  old* 


ir  And,  in  anfwer  to  his  prayer,  a  vilion  ary  repre* 
fentation,  fui table  to  bis  fituation  ami  hungry  circum- 
ftances,  was  made  to  him  from  an  opening  in  the  hea* 
■  vens,  to  intimate  that  the  light  and  authority,  convey¬ 
ed  thereby,  came  froqa  God,  to  unfold  the  myftcry  a- 
bout  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles ,  which  had  not  been 
clearly  made  known  in  former  ages*  ( Eph .  Hi.  3,  4*)  He 

like  wife 


Cb.  x,  tie  Acts  tf  the  Apostles  parapkrafed. 


a  great  Jhect,  knit 
tit  the  Ibnr  cor * 
iKre,  *nj  Ut  down 
to  tfie  eanb  i 


1 1  Wherein 
Avrcall  manner  of 
four-footed  hearts 
of  the  earth,  and 
uitd  heart*,  and 

crccptnjr  things  * 

and  fowls  of  the 
air. 


13  And  there 
tame  a  voice  to 
htm,Ri&,  Peter; 
k\\\  and  ear* 


^RutPcter  frtd* 
Korfo^LorJ;  for 
I  have  never  eat* 
en  any  thing  that 
U  coalition  or  un- 
dean. 


tj  And  the  voice 
f;  ik  u  n  to  him  a* 
the  fee rmd 
time,  What  God 
hath  clcanled,  tb^t 
oU  not  thou  com* 
moo. 


Jikewife  faw,witb  the  eyes  of  bis  mind,  a  fort  ot  great 
bag  defending  from  tbence  towards  himfelf,  in  the 
form  of  a  large  ftieet,  with  its  four  corners  gathered 
and  tied  together,  and,  u  divinely  fet,  it 

gradually  dropped  down  juft  by  him,  near  the  roof  of 
the  houfe,*  toward  the  earth,  to  intimate  that  the  gof* 
pel-church  fhould  be  collected  from  the  four  quartetf- 
of  the  world. 

1 2  In  the  open  fides  of  the  flieet,  he  faw  all  forts  of 
tame  and  wild  beads,  and  other  animals,  that,  inltead 
of  walking,  crceped  on  the  earth,  as  alfo  birds  that  fly 
in  the  air,  (ome  of  ail  which  were,  by  legal  in  dilution, 
ceremonially  clean,  and  others  unclean  ;  God  thereby 
intending  to  inftrutl  him,  that  all  forts  of  finners,  and 
perfons  of  all  nations,  fhould  be  acceptable  to  him, 
through  the-  faith  of  Jefus,  under  the  gofpel- Hate* 
(w.  35.) 

13  And  a  voice  from  heaven  attended  the  vilion, 
which  called  to  him  by  name,  faying,  Peter,  Get  up, 
flay  and  eat,  freely  and  indilfcrently,  of  any  of  thelc 
living  creatures  that  arc  fet  befotc  you,  without  afking 
qucfibms  for  conference  fake. 

14  But  Peter  being  fUrtled  at  the  propofol,  and  ap¬ 
prehending  that  this  voice  came  from  Chrift,  only  foe 
his  trial,  replied,  No,  Lord,  may  1  never  venture  u- 
pon  fuch  a  tranfgreffiou  1  1  dare  not  make  this  ufe  of 
all  thefe  creatures  promifeuoufly  ;  for  my  confcience 
will  not  foffer  me  to  fed  upon  any  thing,  that  is  for¬ 
bidden  by  the  law  of  Mofes and  fo  is  juftly  reputed 
unclean  ;  neither  have  I  ever  hitherto  done  it. 

15  Then  the  voice,  being  dire  died  to  him  a  fecond 
time,  faid,  God’s  authority  can  fuperfede  the  ceremoni¬ 
al  diftiu&ion,  that  was  made  by  nis  own  appointment, 
between  things  legally  clean  and  unclean,  for  a  rime, 
and  for  certain  emblematical  reafons,  fuitable  to  the 
Old  TeAament-difpenfatiou  ;  and  he  is  now,  agreeable 
to  the  gofpel-ftatc,  putting  an  end  to- the  diftiuttion  it- 
felf,  and  to  that  which  was  -peculiarly  fignified  by  it} 
meaning  that  all  meats  fhould  henceforth  be  ufed  indif¬ 
ferently,  and  Gentiles  fhould  be  taken  into.  God's  cove¬ 
nant  ,  promifeuoufly  with  the  Jews  s  Accordingly  the 
voice  fold  more  exprefoly,  What  God  has  fa  notified  for 
your  ufe,  and  for  bis  own  praife,.you  mull  no  longer 
reckon  to  be  unlawful  or  unclean  ;  thereby  defigning 
to  fhew  him,  that  God  bad  taken-  away  the  prohibi¬ 
tions  concerning  fome  kinds  of  meat,  and  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  Jews  and  Gentiles,  which  was  kept  up 
by  means  of  thefe  pofuive  laws}  fo  that  fV#j t  might 

H  2  fafely 


+ 


Ilfi 


para 


Q.x.' 


if  This  was 
done  thricr:  and 

the  vdTel  was  rc* 
cvivfd  up  agaiu 
into  heaven  ► 


17  Now  while 
Peter  rbwibteH  in 
htmJclf  whit  this 
vJfiun  which  )< 

had  f«n  JheuM 
mean*  behold,  the 
men  which  were 
lent  from  Car.o 
fat  had  made  in¬ 
quiry  for  mon** 
houfq  and  flood 
before  the  gate, 

1%  Arid  e-dkvh 
anHiikd  whether 
S:iroon, which  was 
fir  named  Ferer  , 
veitlodgtd  there; 

ip  While  Perer 

tlioci'f'tnn  thpvi^ 
Gnn  ,  the  Spirit 
fair!  »n£n  Him,  he* 
hold,  three  men 
Seek  thee. 


io  Artfr  there- 
fore,  and  get  thee 
down  ,  and  go 
vii«  =  -  rhrmtdo«ht- 
in*  nothing  r  for 
L  have  (cut  them. 


fafely  cat  any  thing  that  fhould  be  fet  before  Mm*  and 
ought  freely  to  converge  with*  and  preach  the  gofpcl  to* 
the  uncircumcifed  Gentile** 
ii6  This  wonderful  feene  was  repeated  three  time*, 
one  after  another,  to  attire  him  that  the  vifion  was  cer¬ 
tain,  and  to  engage  his  attention  to  it ;  and  then  the 
great  bag  was  drawn  up  from  the  earth  to  heaven*  to 
fignify  that  believing  fmners  of  all  ranks*  degrees,  and 
nations,  {horrid  be  received  up  to  glory. 

17  Now  when  the  vifion  was  over*  as  Peter  was  fe- 
riouily  debating  and  at  a  lots  in  his  own  thoughts  a* 
bout  the  meaning  of  what  had  been  in  To  far  prizing 
a  manner  preferred  to  him,  God  having  not  yet  ex* 
plained  it*  ubferve  how  admirably  the  wifdom  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  ordered  a  concurrence  of  circomftances  to  fa- 

''lisfy  him  about  it,;  The  meffengers  that  were  fent  by 
Cornelius y  having  inquired  out  the  houfe  of  Simon  the 
ranner*  at  which  Peter  lodged*  were  then  arrived*  and 
actually  Handing  at  the  door*  or  porch* 

1 8  And  fpealcing  to  fome  of  the  family*  they  dcfi- 
red  to  know  of  them*  whether  one  Simon y  a  certain  fa¬ 
mous  man*  whofe  firname  was  Peter%  dwelt  there*  and 
were  within  ;  and  whether  he  were  at  leifure  for  them 
to  wait  upon  him,  or  not* 

19  Whilft*  1  lay,  Peter  was  ruminating  upon  the 

vilion*  and  perplexed  in  his  mind  about  it,  as  the  vir¬ 
gin  Mary  was  when  the  angel  faluted  her*  (Luke  i.  29.) 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord*  by  an  extraordinary  afflatus* 
powerfully  and  diftin&ly  fuggefted  to  him  an  unexpec¬ 
ted  faft,  and  fume  thoughts  upon  it*  which  n  a  rurally 
Jed  the  way  co  his  cmlerftanrimg  the  dcfign  of  his  vi- 
Bon*  faying,  Obfcrve  fhmething  now  occurs*  that  will 
explain  what  you  have  ieen  and  heard:  At  this  very  in¬ 
flam*  three  men  are  come  up  to  the  door  of  this  houfe, 
with  an  important  errand  to  you*  and  are  inquiring  af¬ 
ter  you.  ^ 

-  20  Make  hade  therefore*  and  go  down  to  them ;  and* 
though  they  are  uncircumcifed  Gentiles^  make  iiofcru- 
pie  of  freely  converfing*  and  going  along  with  them,  as 
if  it  were  unlawful*  or  inexpedient ;  and  fear  not  any 
danger  from  the  men  you  are  to  go  with*  nor  from  the 
Jeiifty  on  that  account  r  For  thefe  men  are  come  in  con- 
frqrcence  of  exprefc  orders  **  which  I  have  given  to 
their  matter*  who  has  fent  them  on  a  fpecial  meffagr  to 

you; 

T  K. 

tlrni  to  Peter.;  and  as  thefe  wot  pcrbnri 


NO 

*  The  3  pirn’s  faying  that  be  had  fent 
thefe  w.is  vpon  Idmfdf 

the  flilt  tnd'wirk  of  Gotfj*  who  d:ipitched 
the  amui  10  Cornelias*  to  onUr  turn  to  fend 


end  dtvioe  a£Uons  of  tluT  Holy  Ghatt*  they 
ibcor'fflm  to  be  finch  ■  netlbii  as  is  alfo  G0& 


Cb. 
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”7 


ti  Then  P«er 

vent  down  to  the 
men  which  were 
Cent  ityto  him 
from  Cornell  oj  , 

and  Gild,  Behold, 
I  *tn  be  whumye 
fcek  ;  what  U  the 

cant  wherefore  ye 
-art  cumc  ? 


14  And  they 
fiifl  ,ComeKus  the 
centurion,  a  juft 
min,  and  one  t hit 
ix-areth  God,  and 
of  good  report  &- 
moii«  all  the  nati* 
on  of  the  Jews  t 
v.js  warned  from 
nod  by-  a:i  huly 
angel  to  fend  for 
thee  into  his 
boufe,  and  to  heir 
vorrls  of  thee* 


Tlwft  call¬ 
ed  Ire  [Wm  in, 
arwl  lod^Td  thstru 
Atul  on  the  mor¬ 
row  Peter  went  a- 
way  with  them  t 
and  ccftiin  bre- 
tbren  from  Jop¬ 
pa  acrompmieJ 
h.m. 


And  ihemor- 
rox  ifttr  they  en¬ 
tered 


you ;  and  this  (hall  be  your  fufficient  warrant  for  com¬ 
plying  with  their  rcquell,  wbatfoevei  others  may  object 
agaitjft  it,  i  ' 

li  Then  fVter,  being  fully  fa tiafied,  that  what  he 

bad  feen  and  heard,  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner,  was 
from  God,  went  down  immediately,  in  obedience  to 
the  heavenly  order,  to  fpeak  with  the -meffengers  that 
were  eome  from  Comcfiust  and  to  learn  all  he  could 
front  them,  that  might  give  him  further  light  about  the 
fpecial  and  determinate  meaning  of  the  vifitm  ;  and  in 
order  thereunto,  as  (bon  as  he  faw  them,  who  by  this 
time  had  juft  arrived  at  the  houfe,  [chap.  xi»  n.)  he 
faid.  Behold,  I  am  the  man  whom  ye  have  been  in¬ 
quiring  for ;  On  what  account,  I  pray  you,  are  ye  come 
hither,  and  what  is  your  bufiuefs  with  me  ? 

22  And  they  replied,  Our  errand  to  you.  Sir,  is  this: 
CorntUutt  a  Roman  officer,  who  has  an  hundred  foldi- 
ers  under  his  command^  a  man  of  great  probity,  who, 
tho*  an  until  cumci  fed  <7 entity  is  a  profylete  of  the  gate* 
and  a  very  religions  worfhipper  of  the  God  of  Ifratl , 
and  has_an  univerlklly  good  character,  for  piety,  juf- 
tice,  and  charity,  among  the  Jews  themfelyes ;  while 
this  worthy  per fon  was  praying  in  his  houfe,  at  one  of 
the  JewiJb  hours  of  devotion,  {wr*  30*)  he  was  favour¬ 
ed  with  an  heavenly  vifion  of  an  holy  angel,  whom  God 
difpatched  to  him,  -and  by  whom  he  ordered  him  to 
fendmeflengers  to  you  hy  name  ;  telling  him  the  very 
boqfe  where  you  lodged,  {ver*  6*)  and  that  you,  co¬ 
ming  to  him,  (hould  give  him  inftruttioas  about  the 
way  of  faWaiion*  {Chap.  x\.  14.) 

23  Then  he  courteoully  invited  the  men,  though 
they  were  but  fervants,  to  walk  further  into  the  houfe  ; 
and  entertained  them  them  that  night,  that  he  might 
fiiew  his  h  dpi  tali  ty  ro  them,  and  might  have  the  better 
opportunity  of  informing  himfelf,  yet  more  fully,  about 
Cornelius's  charter,  and  what  hadpafled  between  thfe 
angel  and  him;  And  the  next  morning  Puert  without 
any  he&tancy  in  his  own  mind,  cheerfully  went  along 
with  them  to  their  mailer ;  .and  fix  of  his  Chriftian  bre¬ 
thren,  Jewtfb  converts  ar  Joppat  attended  him,  {chap* 
xu  1 2.)  that  they  might  fliew  their  nTptft,  and  be  af- 
fiftant,  if  needful,  to  him;  but  chiefly  that  they  might 
have  the  benefit  of  his  convcrfatioo ,  and  be  eye  witnef- 
fes  of  what  might  pafs  between  the  centurion  and-him, 
and  vindicate  it  afterwards  to  the  JewiJb  Chriitians,  if 
there  (hould  be  occafton. 

24  And  in  the  afternoon  of  the  day,  (wr.  30*)  which 
followed  their  felting  out  from  Joppu%  they  arrived  at 

Cefarea  $ 
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tercd  into  Ccfv 
ita.  And  Cor- 
ndio(  waked  for 
them  j  awl  had 
called  together  bu 
kiufmcn  and  near 
friend* 


ij  A itd,  Pe¬ 
ter  wat  Coming 
Io,  Cornelius  mtt 
him, and  Fclldovn 
at  h;s  feet  ,  and 

worihippe  J  him- 


id  But  Peter 
took  tii:^  npt  lay¬ 
ing,  land  up:  l 
myfclf  ajfr  «m  a 
Stan, 


a 7  And,  u  he 
hiked  riib  him, 
he  vent  in,  and 
found  many  rbil 
were  come  toge¬ 
ther. 


*6  And  he  fiid 
pnio  them  *  Ye 
know  how  that  it 
Is  an  unlawful 
thing  for  a  man 
that  11  a  Jew  to 
-  kcqr'Gomp&DY  t 
or  come  unto  one 
of  another  naii* 
nn;  hut  Gofikith 

f)ieu'?d  rp*  that  [ 

(hoiijd 


Cafarea ;  and*  going  to  Cornelius**  houfe*  found  him 
waiting  iq  expectation  of  them  ;  and  with  him,  fereral 
of  his  relations  and  moft  intimate  friends  and  acquain* 
tance*  whom  he*  like  a  good  man,  who  was  concerned 
for  their  foliation*  as  well  as  his  own*  had  got  together* 
that  they  might  ptrrakc  of  the  important  inftruftions, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  communicated  to  them. 

25  And  as  Peter  was  entering  the  houfe,  Cornelius* 
having  notice  of  his  arrival*  ran  with  great  eagernefs  to 
meet*  and  bid  him  welcome-*  and*  throwing  himfclf 
down  proftrate  at  his  feet*  he  exprefied  the  higheft  re¬ 
verence  for  him  av  one  fent  in  an  extraordinary  man* 
ner  from  God*  with  a  fperial  meffage  of  the  utiuoft  con- 
fcquence  to  him. 

26  But  the  apoftle  Peter*  dete  fling  alt  appearance  of 
religious  adoration  being  offered  to  a  creature*  inftantly 
flrttched  forth  his  hand,  and  railed  him  up  from  the 
ground*  faying*  with  holy  refentmenr*  and  jealoufy  for 
the  divine  glory*  Get  up  101  mediately;  fuch  homage  as 
this  is  uot  due  to  me*  neither  will  I  receive  it:  Fori 
myfelf*  like  you*  am  no  more  than  a  mere  man*  tho* 
honoured  with  a  com  mi  (Eon  from  God  to  his  people* 
and  now  particularly  to  you. 

27  Hereupon*  ttilt  further  to  take  off  the  centurion’s 
fear*  and  incrcafe  his  hopes*  he  converfed  familiarly 
wilh  him*  [rvr*pt*ot  ttm)  though  he  was  an  uncircum* 
eifed  Gentile  1  and*  goin?  into  the  houfe*  he  met  with 
a  confidenible  number  of  people*  who  were  gathered  to* 
geiher  there*  by  Cornelius’s  invitation*  (wr;  24.}  to 
hear  what  the  apoftlc  had  to  fay  to  them* 

28  Then*  to  take  off  the  prejudices  of  the  company* 
who  might  wonder  to  fee  him  fo  free  in  talking  with  an 
uncircumcifed  Gentile*  he  faid*  Tcdoubtlcfs  cannot  but 
be  very  fenliblc*  that  the  Msfaic  law  having  made  a 
difference  between  Jews  and  Gentiles*  the  (trained  in* 
terpre  tat  ions,  and  the  traditions  of  the  dders*  have  fo 
far  widened  the  breach  between  them*  as  to  pronounce 
it  an  abominable  crime  (*6^™* }  for  any  native  Jew*  to 
affociate  with*  or  come*  in  a  friendly  and  familiar  man¬ 
ner,  into  the  houfe  and  company  of  one  of  a  different 
nation  and  religion  ;  and  I  have  long  been  of  that  opU 


H  O  T  E. 

*  Tl  faems,  hy  Prttr's  anfiw*,  the  it  was  that  opportunity  to  fhtv  hb  ofo  moddVy, 

nnt  merely  fuch  civU  refptft  is  vu  urbally  an rt  bis  imer  dcreftatinn  of  crery  thing,  thu 
paid  to  jnc*n ;  bur  that  U  wu5  tdifiaitj  'carried  the  Icifl  appearand:  of  giruiiv  tbit 
adoralio1!  which  Ovrtu-iint  ofltircii  m  him,  honour  to  a  ermtut  which  is  due  lu  God 
u‘Uo;n*  he  poftibty  toot  for  the  Mcdtdif  «r  OiJyi  ^  ihe  iinpl  did*  when  tba  ip/ilib 
for  inrirnatp  God,  ^  But  whether  it  were  Tfrfot,  tinder  (bmething  of  ±  like  milhke  of 
cm]  ur  idi^iuLii  yiirfh  pt  which  I  hinlfft  bin  for  ChriH,  offered  to  worlhjp  hinf. 
anJcttreifritd  in  the  Peirr  took  lix*  10.  rod  aiiu  gf 
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ira 


fhoald  notcallany 
ruii  com  moo  or 
unclean. 


%$  Therefore 

came  T  ujtitf  pit  t 
vLtbout 

injj,  zi  foon  as  I 
wufciu  for:  talk 

r 

therefore  for  what 
intent  ye  have  lent 
for  me } 


nion  myfelf :  Bat  God,  having  fee  up  a  new  difpenfa- 
tiort  of  grace,  hath}  within  thefe  two  days  pa  ft,  Fully 
allured  me,  by  a  divine  and  undoubted  vifion,  that  alt 
diftin£Mon$  of  nations  are  now  to  have  an  end,  and  that 
no  man  is  any  longer  to  he  exd  Jded  from  his  covenant, 
or  to  be  deemed  profane,  or  even  ceremonially  impure, 
merely  on  account  of  his  being  a  Gentile . 

29  I  therefore  readily  came  to  offer  my  fervice  to 
you,  without  any  farther  fcruple  or  objr&ion  in  my 
own  mind  againft  it,  as  foon  as  ever  I  perceived  by  the 
meffengers,  (whom  1  met  with  immediately  after,  and 
according  to,  the  intimations  given  me  in  the  vihon, 
ter.  19,  20,  21*)  that  I  was  fent  f.r,  and  that  God 
would  have  me  come  hither :  And  now,  that  I  may  be 
more  fully  and  particularly  led  into  bis  mind  and  wlU 
in  this  cafe,  I  beg  you  would  pleafe  to  tell  me  plainly, 
what  were  your  motives  and  ends  tn  fending  for  me, 
and  what  is  it  that  ye  expe£t  from  'me  ? 

30  Then  Cornelius  rchearfed  the  whole  matter  to 
him,  and  faid,  Being  convinced  in  my  confcieoce,  that 
the  God  of  Ifrael  1$  the  only  true  God,  I  ftatedly  wor- 
ihip  him  at  the  Jewijb  hours  of  prayer,  and  am  a  care* 
fui  ohfervef  of  every  other  duty  of  a  moral  nature,  fuch 
as  falling  and  alms-deeds,  which  I-deflre  to  perform  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  mod  acceptable  to  God, 
waiting  for  (fill  further  light  about  his  will :  According¬ 
ly,  for  the  greater  fu) comity  of  my  devotion,  and  deeper 
humiliation  of  my  foul  before  the  Lord,  I  four  days  a- 
go  kept  a  fail,  and  continued  without  tatting  any  thing, 
till  this  hour  of  rhe  day,  and  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when,  you  know,  the  evening  facrifices  are 
offering  in  the  Jrsuifb  temple,  I  went  to  prayer  in 
my  family  *  who  are  like  wife  worth!  ppers  of  tbe  fame 
God  with  myfelf,  {ver*  2.)  and,  immediately  upon 
oiy  having  prayed  for  divine  guidance  in  his  ways,  he, 
to  my  awful,  and  yet  happy  furprize,  mercifully  favour¬ 
ed  me  with  the  vilion  of  an  angel,  who,  whiltt  I  was 
broad  awake,  flood  by  me  in  the  form  of  a  man,  ar¬ 
rayed  with  fplendid  robes  of  glory,  like  an  inhabitant 
of  the  heavenly  world, 

31  And  he  accofted  me  in  the  moil  friendly  and  en¬ 
couraging  manner,  faying,  Cornelius,  your  hurahle  pe¬ 
tition  for  further  difeoveries  of  God,  and  of  the  way 
of  falvation,  is  gracioufly  heard  and  anfwered  j  anil 
your  charitable  diitributions  to  the  poor  are  had  in  fa¬ 
vourable 

NOTE. 

*  Otxfii  fir  in  my  httf^  an  firm  to  wj  was  pix>hablyNrtoi  frerr*,  nr  rinfet,  hm  /*- 
mvr*  with  hii  hcujt%\vcr*  1.)  where  it  rnij  prayer,  itat  the  centurion  wit  then  ra* 

lefiif  fignifics  hit  Jcjyntj  ;  and  therefore  ii  itt< 


30  And  Corne¬ 
lius  Grid  ,  Poor 

days  ago  i  was 
fill  ins  untH  this 
hour*  and  at  the 
ninth  hour  1  pray¬ 
ed  in  my  houle, 
sod  t  behold  ,  a 
mao  flood  before 
me  in  bright  d<^ 
thing. 


31  And  Aid, 
Cornelius  ,  thy 
prayer  is  heard  , 
and  thine  aims  are 
ludjn  remember* 

aoce 


120 


1 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  par&pbrafea. 


Cb.  x. 


pnee  in  the  fight 
uf  God* 


31  Sen!  there¬ 
fore  to  Joppa,an<i 
Czil  hither  Stmon* 
whoie  fj manic  is 
Peter  :  he  k  lorl- 
jjed  tn  the  hoitfc 
uf  t>imon  a 
latlJHjr  j  by  the 
irt-fidc  ;  who  , 
■  when  he  comcth, 
ftall  uut<4 

ihw* 


33  Immediate¬ 
ly  therefore  I  feut 
10  thec;  aiuj  thou 

h*H  writ  done 

that  thou  art 
comc»  Now  there* 
fore  Are  w  ill 
here  prefent  lie* 
fore  God*  to  hc<ir 
pH  thirty  tJut  are 
fommanilcd  thee 
of  Gudt 


14  Then  Peter 
Ppc.ntdbis  0*0*1  th* 
pM  fjJd  ,  Of  a 
truth  !  perceive 
that  Qod  is  nf>  re- 
jptfkr  olptrfoift 


vourable  remembrance  before  the  throne  of  God,  who 
fees  your  very  heart,  and  the  principles,  motives,  an<) 
ends,  that  influence  and  govern  yon. 

32  I  therefore  am  difpatchcd  from  heaven,  to  order 
you  to  f«;d  meflengers  forthwith  to  the  town  called 
Joppa  ■,  and  there  let  them  inquire  for  one  Simon,  who 
is  ftrnamed  Peter,  and  defire  him  to  come  hither: 
And,  to  allure  you  that  this  is  a  divine  admonition, 
and  that  they  may  certainly  find  him,  I  now  tell  you, 
that  he  is  at  prefent  entertained,  as  a  gneft,  in  the  boufc 
of  another  Simon,  who  is  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  lives 
jjpon  the  fea-tliore  there :  He  is  comraiflioned  of  Go.d 
to  declare  his  mind  and  will  ;  and,  when  he  comes,  he 
will  direct  you  to  the  only  Saviour,  and  {hew  you  the 

wny  etunfal  Jlfa  >1iMugh 

33  Hereupon  Ir  in  obedience  to  the  heavenly  viCon, 
fent  to  yen  without  delay  \  and  you  have  been  exceed* 
ing  feind  to  us,  as  well  as  faithful  to  your  great  Lord, 
in.  coming  hither:  And  fince  you  are  now  come*  by  dw 
vine  order,  with  a  meflageof  the  utmdft  confequence, 
Wcall,  whom  you  fee  aflcmblcd  together,  are  met  in  a 
religious  manner  to  prefent  ourfelves  before  God,  in 
his  fear,  and  with  hope  in  his  mercy,  looking  upon 
purfclves  to  be  under  his  immediate  eye,  and  in  bis  fpo 
cial  pretence,  who  knows  our  hearts,  that  we  may  fc- 
rioufly  attend  unto,  and  readily  receive  everything, 
without  exception,  which  he  has  com  mi  Atoned  you  to 
deliver  to  us,  whether  it  be  agreeable  to  our  former 
fentiments,  and  our  temporal  tnlereds,  or  not. 

34  Then  Pcter%  comparing  the  two  vifions  together, 
was  fully  fatisfied,  that  God  thereby  designed  to  inti- 
mate,  that  the  gpfpel  Ihould  be  no  longer  confined  to 
the  Jewijh  nation  \  accordingly  be  began  to  fpeat  to 
Cornelius  and  his  friends,  with  great  ferioufnefs  and 
earneftnefe,  courage  and  freedom,  as  the  Lord  gave 
him  utterance,  faying,  Whatfoever  my  former  preju* 
dices  were,  I  am  now  abundantly  allured,  that  the 
^reat  God  has  biokcn  down  the  middle  Wail  of  parti¬ 
tion!  which'  was  between  tbe  Jews  and  Cmtileif  and 
no  longer  regards  with  favour,  or  rejeiQs  with  abbor- 
cnce,  any  perform  whatfoerer^  merely  on  account  cf 
their  nation,  family,  or  external  circum  fiances, 

35  But  of  what  country  or  people  foever  they  be, 
the  man  t  who,  like  a  Gentile  protelyte,  though  nn- 

circum* 

T  E. 

Hal  as  Tetter  hid  ne  iwtiqn,  aeyeVt*of  tbe 

gf>lpcl*t  being  preactol  to  the T  idolatrous 

tbear  ftlvation,  he  talipot  rtafon* 

'  «b>T 


3J  Riit  in  every 

palkitt  ,  he  lEiat 

fcafcfh 


N  ° 

|  This  fccihj  to  l>e  a  pl^in  dcferiplton  of 
profdytes  of  thcjjattf,  fbeh  a*  (turnc/im  z nd 

hit  jwuil'  weic'r  (h*ct  tliv  npic  on  vtr*  a*) 


Ch*  x» 

(eireilihleit  tad 
*orkech  righto* 
ouiiiciiJ«)CoepCk 
td  with  him. 


3$  The  ward 
nfhn;h '  God  fcul 
pnt»  the  children 
of  Ifr*d>  preach¬ 
ing  p«ee  by  Je- 
jfa  Ctrift,  (lw  is 
Lord  oi  ill,) 


3f  That  word 
{Ifijf)  you  know, 
vhtrh  was  pab- 

Ltihcd  throughout 
ail  Judea,  and  be¬ 
gan  from  Gali¬ 
lee,  after  the  bap* 
tllm  which  John 
preached ; 
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circumcifed*  Is  a  religious  vorlbipper  of  the  true  God* 
jmd  attends  to  the  duties  of  moral  obligation*  fuch  as 
falling  and  alms-deeds*  which  are  a  part  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  (PfitL  cxii.  9.)  as  well  as  prayer*  is  fo  far  agree¬ 
able  to  the -divide  perfections  arfd  will*  and  fi>  far  ac¬ 
cepted  of  God* .  as  to  b«  freely  admitted  to  bear  and  re- 
ceire  the  gofpd*  in  order  to  his  being  laved. 

36  Even  that  gofpel*  which  God  has  fent  by  the  mi¬ 
nistrations  of.  his  fervants  in  thefirft  place*  and  hither¬ 
to  only*  to  the  Jews*  (‘“JT***!*#1'-*)  preaching  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  noblctt  peace*  indufive  of  teconciliation 
with  himfelf*  and  of  ail  fpirttual  harmony  and  happi- 
hefs*  through  the  merit  and  mediation  of  the  anoint¬ 
ed  Saviour.  (He*  as  a  divine  perfon*  is  the  author* 
proprietor*  and  governor  of  the  whole  creation?  -all 
things. being  made  by  him  and  for  him*  (Col.  i.  16.) 
and  he,  as  veiled  with  oflice-autbority  in  human  nature* 
has  power  over  all  fteih.;  and,  being  exalted  far  above 
all  principality  and  power*  is  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church,  (Eph.  u  21*  22.)  has  all  perfons  and  things  on 
earth,  and  all  the  devils  in  hell*  under  his  command 
and  coniroul  *  is  Lord  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  5  and  will 
be  the  univerfal  judge  at  the  laft  day.) 

37  Ye  who  live  in  Paiejline,  which  has  been  for  fir- 
veral  years  the  grand  fiage  of  a&ion  relating  to  the 
Meffiah,  mull  needs  know  fometbing  of  this  word  of 
peace*  which  was  fpread  abroad*  and  early  talked  of* 
in  alTthe  cities*  towns*  and  villages  of  Judea>  purfe- 
ant  to  its  having  been  firft  publiflied  in  G alike :  'And 
this  was  foon  after  John  the  Baptill  bad.  prepared  the 
way  for  ir*  hy  his  baptizing  with  water*  and  preaching 
the  do&rinc  of  repentance  and  remilEon  of  fins*  thro* 
the  approaching  Md&ah*  (Mark  i.  4.)  whom  be  at 
length  openly  {hewed*  and  recommended  once  and  a- 
gaip  to  the  people,  that  they  might  believe  in  him. 


(John  i,  29, — 36.) 

■ 

N  O 

ably  be  fiippoM  ro  luve  meant,  that  all 
per  tom  who  fervid  God  according  to  their 
prefect  light,  whaifocra  their  idigUm 
w«i*  hoold  be  accepted  of  him  lo  atrnal 
life ;  And  the  apoftle  Ptttft  being  /cut  to 
CtroeitvSf  to  tctl  him  tv&rdi  wArwj  bt  and 
all  bit  huuft  jbsu/d  be  Jivedf  \chnp  id,  14.} 
in  it  mates*  that  even  tfxy  wt-rc  not  already  in 
»  ftate  of  falvaiwn,  according  to  the  t^ftor 
of  the  gofptl ;  but  were  to  he  brought  injo 
ir,  by  means  of  the  gofpd*.  F  therefore 
take  it,  that  the  acceptance,  here  Jjtffccn  of, 
rehtc*  chiefly,  if  not  only,  to  rhcprofciyEtt 
pf  the  gate  brij>§  fo  fiir  accepted  of  Qodl  Us 


38  Ye 

T  l. 

to  he  Admitted  to  an  enjoyment  of  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  gofpel  for  their  own  falyatiou  ; 
ud  that  tbetr  fearing  God,  and  working 
mhteouftiefi,  at  fair  a*  it  wera,  agree¬ 
able  to  I  he  perfections  and  dll  of  God, 
thotljh  it  did  oot  give  them  a  claim  10  eter¬ 
nal  life,  any  more  than  the  peahen  rand  be¬ 
coming  behaviour  of  a  condemned 
which  is  pleating  to  hie  prince,  can  cmitfo 
him  to  a  pardon  of  iris  crime,  and  to  higsi 
fa  vow  and  honour*  in  his  kingdom;  hur, 
far  wife  tads  of  government,  the  prince 
may  newer*  held*  order  hity  to  bf  executed 
for  hit  rebellion 
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38  Hdv  God 
anointed  Jefiis  of 
fr&Edrcih  ^iththc 
Holy  GhoiK  and 

with  power;  wiio 
went  about  doing 
good t  and  hub ng 
all  rha*  verr  tip- 

prcflld  of  tfc  c  de¬ 
vil:  for  God  was 
uith  him* 


30  And  we  are 
vitntflci  .  of  all 
things  which  he 
did>  both. in  the 
land  of  the  Jews, 
andh  Jerusalem ; 
whom  they  iWt 
And  Ranged  on  A 
tree : 


40  Wim  God 
raifed  op  the  third 
d.iy3  ard  ihewed 
him  openly 5 


41  Not  to  all 
the  people*  buc 

unto 


38  Ye,  I  fay,  cannot  but  have  beard  at  ieafl,  how 
apparently,  powerfully,  and  remarkably,  God  the  Fa* 
tlier,  confecrated,  authorized,  and  qualified  that  famous 
perfon  for  the  Mcfliah’s  office,  by  a  vilible  defeent  and 
unmeafurable  effufion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  upon  him  at 
his  baptifm,  who  was  commonly  Known  by  the  name 
of  Jefus  of  Fiazdrttk}  and  was  indeed  brought  up  at 
that  city,  {Luke  tv,  16.)  and  who  thereupon  travelled  a- 
bout  from  place  to  place,  and  laboured  indefatigably,  by 
his  preaching  and  miracles,  in  doing  good  to  tbe  fouls 
and  bodies  of  men,  and  in  relieving  and  recovering, 
not  only  thofe  that  were  fick  with  divers  difeafes^bur 
even  all  that  were  corporally  poflefied  and  cruelly  tor* 
mooted  by  the  devil,  and  were  brought  to  him  for  a 
cure,  {Luke  iv,  40,  41.  and  Matth.  iv*  24.  where  fee 
the  note*)  For,  as  is  abundantly  evident  from  all  this, 
God  was  Angularly  prelent  to  concur  with,  and  fhew 
his  approbation  of,  this  wonderful  Saviour. 

39  And  we,  the  apoftks  of  this  great  aud  glorious 
Lord,  together  with  many  others  of  his  difctples,  were 
eye  aud  ear*  wit  ne  flea  of  all  the  great  and  beneficent 
things  which  he  fpake  and  did  in  all  the  provinces  of 
Jfrady  and  particularly  in  JerufaUm  itfelf ;  where,  at  z 
time  of  general  concourfe,  the  Jews  barbaroufly  infult* 
ed,  abufed,  and  vilified  bim,  till  at  length  they  mur* 
dered  him,  by  putting  him  to  the  mod  ignominious, 
painful,  and  a  ecu  r  fed  death  of  the  crofs,  without  the 
gates  of  the  city,  as  the  bodies  of  the  facrifices,  which 
typified  him,  were  burnt  without -the  camp.  {Heb.  xiii. 
11, 12.) 

40  Hut  (till,  to  fhew  that  he  was  accepted  of  God 

his  Father,  not  only  in  all  that  he  had  faid  and  done, 
but  like  wife  in  his  fufFerings  unto  death,  and  chat  re* 
conciliation  was  made,  and  Divine  Juft  ice  was  fully  fa* 
tisfied  thereby,  for  the  fins  of  all  that  Ihould  believe  in 
him,  God*  in  a  judicial  capacity,  took  him  fromprifm 
and  from  judgment  1  {If a*  liii*  8.)  by  railing  him  on  the 
third  day  from  the  dead  ;  And  to  encourage  and  con* 
firm  our  faith  in  him,  who  was  delivered  for  our  qjfen* 
ces}  and  raifed  again  for  our  jufilfcation^  (A’otj.  iv.  15-} 
his  Father  granted  that  he  fltould 

be  inanifefttd  alive,  after  his  paffion,  to  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons  in  the  mod  vifible  and  demonftiative 


manner. 

41  Not,  indeed,  as  he  was  before,  and  at  bis  cruci¬ 
fix!. :n,  to  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Jews*  the  rulers, 
priefts,  and  common  people  in  general  \  No,  they  had 
Icfpifed  and  obilinately  rcjefled  him,  in  defiance  of  the 
plentiful  evidence  be  bad  given  of  bis  being  the  true 
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untowjtneAi^ 
fvn  before  of  Gt*l, 
to  us,  who 
did  at  aod  drink 
with  him  after  he 
roCt  from  die 


4*  And  he 

commanded  o«  Co 
pmch  unto  the 
people  ,and  to  ifif- 
lifv  that  k  h  he 
which  wjtorl  sift¬ 
ed  ot'God^^lhe 

judge 


Me ffiah  ;  sod  when  plain  informations  were  afterwards 
given  them-  of  hia  being  rileni  according  to  his  own 
predictions,  foine  of  them  contrived,  and  others,  joined 
in  enteitaining  and  propagating  a '  fenfeieu  and  maliei* 
ous  ftory  to  ftifle  the  beiief  of  it,  ( Matt,  xxviii.  1 1 , — > 
15.)  and  fo  forfeited  the  privilege  of  ever  feeing  him 
again,  and  fhewed  themfelves  to  be  refolucely  deter¬ 
mined,  not  to  be. convinced  at  any  rate  whatsoever: 
Bat  God,  in  bis  infinity  wifdom  and  grace,  ordered 
his  appearing  corporally  to  a  fr.fUctene  number,  of  pro¬ 
per  and  unexceptionable  witnefles,  who  had  been  ftiong- 
ly  prejndifed  againft,  and  were  very  hardly  brought  to 
believe  his  refurreftion,  even  to  above  jive  hundred  bre¬ 
thren  at  oner,  (1  Car.  xv.  6.)  as  well  as,  at  feveral  other 
times,  to  fucb  as  had  all  along  attended  him,  and  were 
perfectly  acquainted  with  hint,  and  had  been  before  ap¬ 
pointed  and  fet  apart  by  God  himfelf  and  our  Saviour, 
{John  xv.  t6.)  to  teftify  his  dodrine  and  miracles,  death 
and  rcfurre£tion,  even  to  us  the  apofUes,  who,  accord¬ 
ingly,  not  only  faw  and  heard  him,  (t  John  i.  1.)  but 
olio,  fexeral  times,  and  o&ce  particularly,  upon  his 
own  bind  invitation  to  a  dinner,  did  eat  and  *  drink 
with  him  in  a  familiar  manner,  {John  xxi.  12,  13,) 
after  he,  by  his  own,  as  well  as  by  his  Father’s  power, 
had  rofe  from  the  dead.  ( John  ii.  19,  at.  and  x.  r8.) 

42  And  our  rifen  Lord  himfelf  gave  us  a  fpecial 
charge  and  commiffion  to  preach  his  gofpel,  in  due  fea- 
fon,  to  every  reafonable  creature,  through  the  whole 
world,  as  we  might  have  opportunity  for  it,  (Afark'xvii 
15,);  and  (as  he  further  explained  his  commiflion)  fobs 
his  xaitnejfes  both  in  Jervfalem,  and  in  all  Judea ,  and  in 
Samaria,  and  unto  the  uttermojl  parts  of  the  earth . 
{Chap  i.  8.)  t  And  he  particularly  ordered  us  to  declare, 
that  he  is  the  true  and  long-expeded  Mefliah;  to  whom 
God  the  Father  has  committed  all  judgment  {John  v. 
32.)  relating  to  tbc  temporal  and  eternal  concerns  of 
the  children  of  men  ;  and  whom  he  has  appointed  to 
have  the  honour,  in  that  nature  which  was  crucified,  of 
being  the  Judge  of  the  whole  wot  Id,  both  of  all  that 


are 


NOTES. 

*  Chrift  eat  !i>  the  pretence  of  the  apo-  f  Though  Chrite'e  order  to  the  a  poftln  to 
ft! cv,  ({.vie  xxir.  4).)  and,  it  teems,  they  teftify  thi*  amecriting  him,  i*  not  eitprrifly 
eat  with  him  once  at  Airmen,  {Lite  nir.  recorded  in  any  of  tne  evangelift*  ;  yr*,  a, 
30.)  and  another  time  at  the  tea  of  GjStte,  in  the  forty  day*  that  be  was  teen  of  thtr-i, 
(yvSmi.  and  as  the  eapreJTi'ws  between  his  Fclarrrftjaa  and  a  teen  (ion  t>> 

there  ated  were  commonly  pot  for  a  whole  heaven,  he  (poke  of  the  things  pertaining 
meil,  (tec  »W tub.  xv.  and  Lake  vis.  34.)  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  (chap.  i.  3.)  fo  the 
fo  the  apoftle  Peter,  who  was  prefctt,  at  apollic  Peter  here  tells  as,  that  this  was  one 
icafl  at  two  of  thete  interviews,  here  slfuvs  of  thote  IhiniW 

us.  th't  they  drank,  as  weft  as  eat  vUh  him. 
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judge  of quick  nuf 
deml« 


4^Tobi*nnTe 
*11  the  prophets 
vkn^tiutjthiv* 
hi*  name,  whdo- 
evrr  hclicrcth  in 
him  Ibid!  receive 
ranidtim  of  Jitii, 


44  Wbil*  Peter 
yet  Jpake  theft 
word*,  the  H dr 
GhoA  fell  drt  all 
them  which  heard 
the  word* 


4J  And  they 
of  the  cirenmcifi- 
on  f  which  bdie- 
vo] ,  vc rt  atlo- 

oilfacd 


are  now  living,  and  that  are  already  dead  ;  and  of  all 
that  (hall  be  round  alive  or  dead  at  hit  iecond  appear* 
ing. 

43  And  as  he  is  infinitely  worthy  of  this  honour,  fb 
it  i9  matter  of  great  encouragmcnt  to  think,  that  he 
will  be  our  judge  at  lad :  For,  to  refer  you  to  writings 
which  ye,  as  profelytes  of  the  gate,  are  converfant  with, 
the  general  current  of  the  antient  divinely  infpired  pro¬ 
phets,  in  all  their  records  of  typical  facrifices  and  pre¬ 
dictions  of  the  Meffiah’s  atoning  death,  centers  in  this, 
that  through  bis  mediation,  on  account  of  his  merit  and 
righteoufnefs,  and,  by  his  advocacy  and  authority,  e- 
very  one,  be  he  Jew  or  Gentile^  a  greater  or  leffelr  (in¬ 
ner,  who,  under  a  deep  and  humble  fenfe  of  his  own 
guilt  and  danger,  heartily  approves  of,  embraces,  and 
relies  upon  him,  as  the  divine  and  only  Saviour,  with¬ 
out  whom  he  mnft  be  loft  for  ever,  (hall  be  aftually, 
and  completely  forgiven  all  his  iniquities,  be  they  ever 
fo  heinous  or  many ;  and  fo  (hall  (land  before  bis  judge 
with  fafety  and  joy  at  the  great  day. 

44  While  the  apoftle  Peter  was  warmly,  and  autho¬ 
ritatively  declaring  tbefe  folemn  and  delightful  things 
concerning  Chrift j  the  Holy  Ghoft  at  thar  very  inftant, 
fet  in  with  his  words,  to  own  them,  and  make  them 
effectual  i  infomneb  that  he  descended  with  miracu¬ 
lous  gifts  and  powers  *,  as  well  as  gracious  influences 
upon  the  whole  company  of  Gent  tie  profelytes,  that 
were  there  prefent  to  hear  the  gofpei. 

45  And  the  fix  believing  Jevtt)  even  all  that  accom¬ 
panied  Peter  in  his  journey  to  this  place,  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  (truck  with  furpriae,  at  fuch  an  unexpected  and 
.extraordinary  event ;  becaufe,  dirc&ly  contrary  to  all 
their  notions  about  their  own  prerogative,  and  the  aban¬ 
doned 


w  ° 

*  5ir.ee  It  ;s  fsM  in  the  rw*t  venc  but 
one,  Jw,  4fi)  that  they  Adfv  V*;i*  /Mjfirf, 
tnd  in  cbi.jt'  itL  tj,  tbdt  the  Holy  Oboji  fell 
ttj  therm  y  as  a*  the  ape  files  at  tht  begjttwg  % 
fcit't  iiavr  thought,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  de- 
fronded  upon  them  with  a  {bund  of  *  nugh* 
1)'  ntiliing  wind*  and  In  *  vtfiUlc  appearance 
of  tlovcu  tongue  of  fire*  as  he  did  «t  firft 
on  the  Jtwjh  difdples,  (tb&p*  ii,  at  j.)  Hut 
if  it  were  fo,  (he  believing  htiug  pre¬ 
fect  in  the  room,  mu  ft  needs  have  known 
ir ;  and  it  is  much  that  no  ttprcfi  notice 
was  take rt  of  this ;  However,  it  U  certain, 
that  the  iihly  Ghoft  poured  out  upon 

Cyrtisfius  and  his  friends*  in  mtratutans  gift* 

opc.^iont;  and  it  was  highly  proper 

that  it  ftifruU  be  fo,  at  thii  firft  »itTOf?uft.o» 
ot  the  giWjxl  tuEhe  G«/£*V.f,  that  Go J  might 
opcaiy  unify4  hte  *cccpunre  of  them,  to 


T  E. 

the  greater  fattefiAioti  of  Pete r,  in  hi*  hav¬ 
ing  come  in  to  them*  and  to  the  film  dog  of 
all  tlic  objections  *nd  cavils  of  the  Jfttt  ^ 
gain  ft  him  for  it ;  accordingly  he*  to  vcr. 
aud  aftervjixit,  (chap,  xi  i  j, — tfh)  appril* 
ed  here  on  to  for  theft  purpib,  with  indif. 
tiblc  force  of  argument*  But,  that  the 
Hot?  Ghoit  llkewife  came  upon  them  with 
gridotit,  renewing*  and  finfltMog  toflu- 
ence,  may  be  intimated  by  its  hdng  vlib), 
wr,  44U  that  they  magnified  G^(;  and  hy 
Pcttr\  faying*  that  the  afhnd  (.Vt:* 
Jins,  that  tht  apmfile  Jictrld  ttU  him 

h  and  all  his  bufe  Jemuld  if  fsredj 
and  that  they  be&md  »  ibt  Lsrdy^  i&nJ ; 
upi'n  which  the  Jrvt,  who  bad  ubjtftrd 
ag.rinft  hit  going  to  them*  faid,  Them  has  irtd 
a}fi  to  the  C  entiles  gftffffr J  rrf reftrac*  vst2  l  ** 
{Ctip*  xi.  t4t  >y,  iS.) 


H 
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niftied,  tt  veiny 
came  with  Pc- 
ttrt  bceaufc  that 
nn  the  Gen  tilts 
jJfo  wu  poured 
tn*  the  gift  of  die 
llojy  Gnoft* 

46  For  they 
heard  them  fpcA 
v.  ith  touguci,  and 
magnify  GosT. 
'lli  anfwcrtd 
lJcier, 


47  Can  any 
man  forbid  water 
that  thd"e  ftlOUM 
n<>i  be  baptized, 
which  ha«  n- 
c^ivc;!  the  H*dy 
Gh;dl,  a  well  as 


+3  Ami  he  com* 
mended  them  to 
I:?  baptized  m  the 
luoi c  ofibtLord, 

Then 


doned  ftate  of  the  nations  round  about  them,  the  Holy 
Ghoft  was  abundantly  Ihed  down,  as  the  free  gift  of 
God,  in  a  miraculous  way,  on  Corneliuj  and  ail  his 
Gentile  friends,  in  like  manner  as  be  had  been  before 
on  JrwiJb  converts,  which  was  undeniably  manifeft  by 
its  fupernatural  effc£b. 

4 6  Tor  chefe  believing  Jems  heard  chefe  uncircum- 
ciicd  Gentiles  utter  themfeives  in  various  languages  *, 
which  they  had  never  learnt  before  ;  and  were  ear-wit- 
ltefics  of  their  extolling  the  praifes  of  the  Lord,  for  his 
unexpected  and  undeferved  mercy  to  them,  and  fpeak- 
ing  forth  the  great  things  of  God's  infinite  love  and 
gtace,  in  their  redemption  and  (alvation  by  Jefuj  Chrift, 
with  high  exprdfions  of  faith,  adoration,  and  joy : 
Then  the  apoftle  Peter ,  being  much  affefled  with  this 
glorious  difpen&tion,  and  obfenring  how  his  Jrwijb 
friends  were  aflonilhed  at  it,  appealed  to  them,  faying, 

4/  Is  it  not  plain,  beyond  all  contradi&ion,  that 
God  has  now  taken  chefe  Gentiles  into  the  gofpel*  cove¬ 
nant  t *,  and  that  they  may,  and  ought  to  bc  baptized 
with  water,  who  have  already  been  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  in  hts  being  poured  out  upon  them,  as 
certainly,  evidently,  and  in  like  manner,  as  he  has  been 
upon  omfelves?  Is  there  any  room  to  queftion,  whether 
they  who  are  partakers  of  the  thing  [igpified,  have  a 
right  to  the  militated  fign  and  feal  of  it  ?  Or  can  any 
be  juftly  offended  at  its  being  applied  to  them  ? 

48  And  as  this  was  fo  clear  a  point,  and  his  friends, 
as  well  as  he  hiiufelf,  were  £0  fully  convinced  of  it,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  obje£t  again  ft  it,  he  ordered  and 
took  care  that  thefe  favourites  of  heaven  Ihontd  be  bap¬ 
tized,  by  the  authority,  and  into  the  faith,  profeffion, 
worlhip,  and  obedience  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the 
Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  loft  fioners;  and  j{  To 

ihouid 


NO! 

*  As  fin  jjwfe  with  tomtit  it  is  proba*. 

b\c  that  they  were  drftgncd  foe  mimfters  of 
the  gvfpul*  and  had  this  gift  nmfmtd  upon 
them,  to  enable  them  to  preach  to  people  of 
rt threat  languages  whcrcfacver  they  might 
go. 

f  The  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  up* 
on  them,  w*i  an  evidence  of  their  being  ta- 
ken  imo  God’s  co Tenant ;  and  the  apoJtLe*s 
arjmffjj  from  thenet*  that  they  ought  to  be 
hapei^d,  intimites,  on  the  one  band,  that 
they  who  are  t  *  ten  into  the  gofpcl-cotcthwirT 
and  are  under  the  promife  of  the  Spirit*  have 
a  rig lit  10  the  fign  and  Teal  thereof  in  bap- 
tTfin;  and,  on  that  other*  the  perfbns  hav¬ 
ing  the  inward  Iiaptifm  of  the  Spirit*  is  fo 

fir  from  beta*  an  argument  sgaiuft  the  need 


E  S* 

of  their  being  baptized  with  water*  that  it  la 
an  argument  for  it,  in  cafe  they  had  aoc 
been  bapeized  before;  and  fo  both  infant  and 
adult  baptitiiu  in  different  dreamt! antes, 
are  entirety  confident  under  the  gulpd-ftire. 

|  Its  being  faSd,  that  Prtw  wmm&odei 
them  to  be  baptised*  fcems  to  imports  that 
it  wia  done  by  fiunc  *:f  the  believing  bre¬ 
thren  of  the  tfrcumdfion  w!*o  attended  him* 
they*  probably,  being  Tninift;r$*  and  not 
iitt  mediately  by  his  own  hands ;  Though* 
perhaps,  his  corn  mat? din 3  them  to  be  bap¬ 
tized  may  only  mean,  (hat  he  gimouj'dtil 
water  to  be  provided  tor  bap  till  up  ilico. 

|j  Ortfins  observes  ihar*  in  turn*  flf 
Cbrljt  is  tacitly  under  Rood  tkt  Fsfiir,  who 
anointed  him  «nd  tiv  a  Uh  u  £o m  he 
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Tbcupmycdthey  fhould  be  folcmnly  devoted  to  him*  together  with  the 
fj.”  m*  Father,  who  had  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  them,  and 

the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  had  wonderfully  wrought  in  them : 
Which  being  done,  the  new  converts  carnettly  in  treated 
Peter  to  continue  with  them  for  feme  time,  that  they 
might  be  ftiil  further  inftrufied,  ftrengthened,  edified, 
and  comforted  by  bis  miniftrariotfs* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 


How  good  is  it  for  us  to  draw  near  to  G&d,  who  is  the  only  objrft  of  religions 
worihip*  and  is  to  be  addrefled  as  fuch  in  our  families,  as  well  as  iecrct  retire¬ 
ments!  They  that  truly  fear  him,  will  be  eonfeieuliom  in  the  performance  of  all 
ads  of  piety  aud  morality,  according  to  what  faith  aiul  light  they  have ;  and  wilt 
be  importunate  in  their  prayers  for  further  guidance  in  his  rfa j*  And  though 
thefe  regards  to  God  and  duty,  arc  not  the  rtgbteotifnefa  by  which  any  of  us  are 
juftified  in  bis  Eight,  or  For  the  fake  of  which  we  can  claim  eternal  lite ;  yet,  ad 
far  as  they  are  found  in  us,  they  are  agreeable  to  his  perfections  and' will ;  and, 
though  attended  with  great  obfcurity,  they  lye  as  a  memorial  before  his  throne 
of  grace,  for  good ;  Yea,  they  are  accepted  of  him  to  fitch  a  degree,  that,  ra* 
thcr  than  the  fouls  that  thus  fear  him  fhall  pcrffli,  for  lack  of  the  knowledge 
of  K  hrift,  he  will  difpatch  a  meflenger  from  heaven*  to  put  them  into  the  way  of 
being  acquainted  with  him  by  the  word  of  the  gulpel:  But  God  has  appointed 
bis  gofpel  to  be  preached,  not  by  angels,  but  by  men,  who  are  commanded 
to  teftify,  among  other  things,  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  anointed  to,  and  owned  of 
God  in  the  Media h3 a  office,  as  an  evidence  of  which,  he  went  about  doing  good* 
and  working  miracles  of  power  and  mercy  of  every  kind;  that  he,  at  Length, 
was  put  to  death,  and  hung  upon  a  tree,  under  the  curfr  of  the  law  ;  that,  as  he 
died  to  make  atonement  for  (in,  he  rofe  again  for  the  juftification  of  all  that  be* 
lieve  in  him,  and  that  he,  in  h is  human  nature,  is  appointed  by  God  the  Father 
to  be  the  judge  of  the  whole  world  at  the  laft  day*  How  awful  aud  endearing  is 
his  charader,  as  the  only  Saviour  and  Lord  of  all,  to  whom  give  all  the  prophets 
wit  nets,  that  through  his  name,  whoever  believes  in  him,  (hall  receive  remtffion 
of  fins!  Happy  fouls,  that  arc  brought,  by  Divine  Providence,  under  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  peace  by  Jeftis  Chrift,  with  a  defign  of  fpeciai  grace  toward  them,  and 
-who  appear  before  God,  to  hear  what  he  has  to  fay  to  them,  with  reverence  aod 
attention,  with  all  readinefs  of  mind  to  receive  it,  and  with  an  expectation  of  fa¬ 
cing  benefit  by  it !  The  Holy  Gholt  loves  to  own,  honour,  and  fcJ  in  with  fucb 
miniftrations,  and  fuch  attendances  upon  them ;  and  whttft  others  wonder,  thcr, 
who  arc  favoured  with  his  powerful  influence,  will  magnify  God  with  thaokigi- 
ving,  joy,  and  praife,  as  being  admitted  to  all  the  bk&ngsami  privileges  of  the 
gofpel  ftate;  and  they  cannot  but  defire  to  be  more  and  more  acquainted  with 
them,  eftablifhed  in  them,  and  edified  by  them  :  And  O  with  what  fiirprifiug 
condefceofion,  and  operations  of  providence  and  grace,  has  God  now  manrfdUd 
his  favour  Xn  Gentile  Aimers,  in  publiflung  his  gofpd,  and  making  it  effectual 
to  them*  which  at  firft  was  font  only  to  the  jfowj/  1  hey  are  now  no  longer  to 
be  deemed  unclean;  for  God  bas  no  relpect  of  pcrftms,  on  account  of  exLtm&l 
characters  and  circumftr.nces  of  any  kind;  but  believers  of  all  nations  are  now 
upon  a  level ;  and  baptifm,  inftead  of  dreumcifion,  is  alike  the  initiating  feal  of 

God's 


N  O 

was  anointed  to  his.  office  as  the  Mdliah  ; 
and  this  may  be  the  region  of  iu  being  pe- 
ne  rally  recorded  in  thb  manner  in  the  ARs 
of  the  ap&fiUu  And  as  thde  Gtaftle  ppjft* 
lytw  of  tho  gate  bad  before  believed  in  God 
the  Father,  and  could  not  but  no#  bUU;*e 
In  the  Holy  Ghoft,  under  whole  powerful 
influence  they  felt  themirJvef  to  be  sc  tMi 
very  timet  then:  wu  the  kU  used  of  taking 


T  E, 

notice  that  theyVcre  baptized  Into  the  brliJ 
.  and  profeffion  of  the  Sacred  Three ; 
it  b  not  to  be  thought,  but  that  the  apatite 
kept  to  the  form  of  sdntinifterijig  the  ortii- 
r^noe  which  Chrift  him  ft  If  had  exprebly 
prescribed,  aa  to  be  done  in  the  name  nf  the 
Fjiher,  and  of  the  Son,  and.  of  the  Hole 
GhoiL  xxviii.  See  the  no:e 

on  chap,  ii*  jk, 


Ch.  xu  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  parapbr&fed*  i2f 

God's  covenant  to  all  that  are  taken  into  it.  How  eanreft  Arnold  wc  be  in  in¬ 
quiring  after  the  only  way  of  falvatkm  by  a  Redeemer !  How  concerned  that 
our  families  andfriendsmay  be  brought  into  it  with  ourfelm!  And  what  a  plea* 
fare  is  it  to  have  devout  and  faithful  femnts,  tint  maybe  truftod,  and  will  hear-, 
tily  join  with  us  in  ferving  the  Lord!  How  readily  fhouitl  the  miniften  of  ChnR 
wherever  he  colls  them*  in  hopes  of  fuccefs,  whatfoever  difficulties  or  dif* 
couragcmenu  may  lyc  iu  their  way!  And  how  worthy  are  they  to  be  entertained 
with  hofpitulity  and  rrieodfhip,  as  Peter  was  by  the  centurion*  aod  by  Simon, 
the  tanner  E 


CHAP*  XI. 

Peter  is  aceufed  bj  his  brethren  at  Jcrufalcm  fir  going  in  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  I, — 5**  He  makes  his  defence  tc  their  abundant  fitisfaHhn^ 
6t — i8*  The  gofpet  fireads  abroad  with  great  fucccfi  in  Antioch, 
an  dot  her  places  round  about  %  19,-21.  fiarnatias  it  fintf  andy  find¬ 
ing  Paul,  guts  with  bim9  to  befp  forward  i be  good  work  tberey  22,— 
26*  Agabus  prophecies  of  a  great  famine ;  and  relief  is  fent  by  the 
Gentile  converts  to  the  brethren  in  Judea,  27* — 30. 


Teii*. 

AND  the  apo- 
“  iHcsand  bre- 
rhrc;i  lb«  wtre 


:ii  Ju-'sM  he-nd 


h;j(i  aifo  received 
the  void  of  God* 


1  And  when 

Pcier  Cufre 

up  to  Jcmfalcift) 
ihiry  that  were  of 
(Vc  rireumrifin-i 
contended  '  with 
him, 

jSjying.TImu 
wtnttil  in  to  tan. 

unrirtumdicd  , 

anddulft  citwkh 
them* 


4  Bat  Peter  t*- 
hwrfd  the  reafter 

turn  the  UfttEV- 

ni;ig, 


F 


Paraphrase. 

-vr  OW  (<h)  the  con  verb 011  ol  Cornelius  and  his  friends 
^  being  an  entirely  new,  unexpected,  ami  extraordi¬ 
nary  cafe,  the  report  of  it  loon  fpread  abroad  \  fo  that 
the  apoftles  and  Chrifiian  brethren  at  Jerufqlem  heard, 
to  their  great  aftonilhfnent,  that  the  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
which  is  indeed  the^  word  of  God,  had  been  preached 
to,  and  embraced  by*  even  the  Gentile  profeiytea  of  the 
gate,  though  they  had  never  b  en  circumcifetL 

2,  3  And  when  the  apoftle  Peter  went  up  to  Jeru - 
filemt  fhortly  after,  to  carry  the  joyful  tidings  himfelf : 
the  Jewifb  believers,  that  were  full  fond  of  legal  nres 
and  ceremonies,  as  religious  badges  of  diftinftion  be¬ 
tween  them  and  other  nations,  were  fo  far  from  own- 
ing  him  to  be  the  fupreme,  or  infallible  head  of  the 
church,  or  of  fubmirtiug  to  his  authority  as  fuch,  by  an 
implicit  faith",  that  they  were  otfcnded  at  him,  called 
him  to  an  account,  and  quarrelled  with  him  for  (he  part 
he  had  bom  in  that  affair  ;  frying,  with  warm  refent* 
ment  and  indignation.  You  have  taken  too  much  upon 
you,  have  proitituicd  our  peculiar  privileges,  defiled 
yourfelf,  ft  retched  and  abufed  your  2  potto)  ic  com  million, 
and  brought  a  fcandal  upon  ChriiKanky,  by  going,  as 
we  have  heard,  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  uncircumcifed 
Gentiles y  and  converfing  freely  with  them* 

4,  5  But  Peter  being  fully  afT-ired  in  him  Tel  f,  and 
defirous  to  fatisfy  them,  that  he  had  done  nothing  there¬ 
in,  without  an  exprefs  order  from  God,  frankly  related 
to  them  the  plain  matter  of  fact,  in  all  its  cir  cum  fiances, 

from  firft  to  laft;  and  fet  its  feveral  parts  in  a  juft  light. 
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ring ,  and 
pomvltd  if  by  or¬ 
der  W tfo  them] 
frying, 

5  I  wii  jri  the 
city  of  Joppa , 
praying  i  tnd  in 
a  trance  I  faw  a 

vlfkro*  A  certain 

TeileJfbfcetvIedjas 
it  had  been  a  gnat 
fteet  ,  let  dqwn 
from  heaven  by 
four  corners:  and 
it  came  even  to 
me* 


Vte  -Act*  ef  f£*  Apostles  farafBra/id, 


Cfa.  i 


0  Upon  the 
which  when  I 

had  fattened  mine' 
eyes,  1  conGder- 
cdT  and  fr  v  four- 
footed  butts  of 
the  earth  t  and 
wild  heafti,  and 
creeping  things* 
and  fowls  of  the 
air* 

7  And  I  heard 
a  voice  frying  urn 
to  me,  Arift,  Pc- 
taj  ILy  and  cat. 


8  But  f  fald  , 
Not  fo,  I*ord;  for 
nothing  common 
or  undeaQ  hath 
at  any  time  en¬ 
tered  LncO'  my 
month* 

p  But  the  voice 
anfweftd  me  a- 
Bain  from  btarco, 
what  God  hath 
cUanfo)  ibjtf  call 
not  thou  com- 
won; 


as  he.  west  along,  that  they  themfelves  might  judge  of 
it,  laying,  I  was  not  tong  fince  at  the  maritime  town 
called  where  I  took  op  my  quarters-  with  a  Jrw- 

i/b  brother,  Simon,  the  tanner)  .and  being  one  day  at 
prayer,  on  the  top  of  his  houfe  about  noon,  I  found  my- 
felf  to  be  very  hungry,  and  would  willingly  have  eaten 
fomething ;  nut,  while  the  dinner  was  preparing,  (chap. 
x.  9,  to.)  a  vi  lionary  reprefentation  of  a  furprizing  feene 
was  made  to  me,  in  the  following  manner :  There  ap- 
peared  in  my  view,  a  certain  large  hag,  like  a  great 
iheet,  with  its  four  corners  tied  together,  which  was  let 
down  by  them  from  beaven,  and  gradually  defended 
till  it  came  fo  low,  as  to  be  very  near  me,  and  to  point, 
as  it  were,  at  me,  that  I  might  look  upon  myfelf  to  be 
-immediately  concerned  in  what  might  be  defigned  by  it. 

6,  7  When,  looking  eaineftly  at  it,  I  critically  ob- 
ferved  its  contents,  and  plainly  faw,  through  the  open¬ 
ings,  all  manner  of  living  creatures,  fuch  as  tame  cat¬ 
tle  and  wild  bealts,  that  walk  with  their  four  feet  on 
the  earth,  and  things  that  creep,  without  any  vilible 
appearance  of  legs,  and  fowls  that  fly  in  the  air  :  And 
wbillt  I  was  ruminating  upon  this  ftrange  fight,  and 
conGdering  what  might  be  its  meaning,  I  diflinCtly 
heard  a  voice,  apparently  divine,  directed  to  me,  fay¬ 
ing,  Peter,  Get  Up  from  your  knees  immediately,  kill 
and  eat  any  of  thcle  animals,  that  may  be  nAtft  agree¬ 
able  to  your  tafte,  without  fcruple,  on  account  of  the 
religious  diftin&ions  that  have  been  made  between  fome 
and  others  of  them. 

8  But  I,  fuppofing  that  this  was  defigned  only  for 
the  trial  of  my  faith,  replied.  No,  Lord,  I  dare  not  go 
into  fnch  a  downright  violation  of  the  law  of  Mofetx 
Fori  have  always  hitherto  cautioufly  abftained  from  fo 
much  as  tailing  any  thing  which  has  been  difallowed 
by  that  Jaw,  and  deemed  unclean. 

'  9  But  to  fet  me  to  rights  in  that  matter,  the  voice 

came  to  me  again  from  heaven, by  which  I  was  allured 
that  it  was  of  God,  faying,  in  a  way  of  r^ply  to  my  ob¬ 
jection,  The  great  God,  whole  is  the  earth  and  the  ful- 
nefs  thereof,  has  an  indisputable  right  of  granting,  or 
denying  the  ufe  of  his  creatures,  as  he  pleafes ;  and 
what  he  has  feen  fit  to  purify  from  ceremonial  defile¬ 
ment,  it  is  not  ibr  you  to  tefufe,  under  pretence  that  it 
Is  unlawful  or  unclean :  He  thereby  intimating  to  me, 
that  all  MofaicalA i  ftinCHo  n  s  of  meat '  were,  under  the 
gofpeL-ltate,  to  be  laid  afide ;  and  that  the  difference 
between  Jems  and  C entiles,  on  religious  accounts,  was 
no  longer  to  fubfift  j  but  that  perfons  of  all  nations- were 
to  be  gathered  into  the  Chriftian  church. 

i  o  And 


a.  ii 

vo  And  tHv 

vis  done  three 
timet  ;  *od  all 
Were  drawn  up 
gain  into  heaven. 

u  And,  behold, 
jnunediardy  there 
were  three  men 
riiadf  Gome  into 
ibe  houfe  where  T 
vttj  fent  from  Cc- 
iuu  unto  me. 


ii  AndtbeSpi- 
rlt  bide  to  go 
with  them  B  no¬ 
thing  doubting* 
Moreover,  theft 
fie  brethren  ac* 
conpjnicd  me  j 
and  we  entered 

into  the  mjd'f 

lionfe : 


13  Andhcfbew* 
ed  us  how  he  had 
£ccr  an  aogtl  in 
his  hcaie,  which 
ftooduulfud  nn^ 
Id  him.  Send  men 
to  Joppa,  and  call 
for  Sim  on ,  whole 
iirruote  u  Fetcr : 


14  Who  fhall 
W1  thee  words , 
whereby  thou  end 
all  th  j  bonfc  fruit  - 
he  M. 


Vol.  ni. 


■ 
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10  Ami  the  vifloh^and  Voice  were  repeated  three  times 
over,  to  fhew  that  the  thing  intended  was  certain,  and 
to  engage  1 Ay  attention,  ami  prevent  mi  flakes;  and  then 
the  whole  feeue  was  regularly  withdrawn,  being  taken 
up  again  into  heaven,  from  whence  it  came. 

ri  And  ftill  further  to  inftruA  and  confirm  mein 
the  dcGgn  of  all  this;  whilft  I  wait  thinking  of  it  with 
wonder,  and  was  hefitating  in  my  o^n  mind  about  itf 
obferve  a  lemarkable  occurrence,  anfwefing  to  a  promo- 
nition  which  the  Spirit  of  God  had  juft  before  given  me 
of  it,  (chap*  1.  19.)  *  There  were,  at  that  very  inftant, 
three  me  Singers  actually  arrived,  who  had  inquired  me 
out,  and  were  below  at  Simon7^  houfe,  and  had  been 
fent  from  C&fareOy  to  defire  melo  go  with  them  tluiher. 

1 2  And  in  the  previous  notice  which  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  gave  me  of  them,  by  an  immediate  powerful. fugged 
tion,  he  commanded  me  to  comply  with  their  requeft, 
without  fear  or  fcruple,  though  rhey  were  Gentiles  :  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  upon  this  warrant,  I  went  along  with  them; 
and  for  proceeding  with  the  utmoil  caution,  and  pre¬ 
venting  offence,  I  took  with  me  from  Jcppay  tbe  fix 
Jrwyb  brethren  here  prefenr,  to  be  withefl'es  of  alt  that 
might  pafs;  and,  as  they  can  certify,  we  all  went  to¬ 
gether  into  Come Hus*$  houfe,  where  1  found  him,  and  le- 
veral  of  his  relations  and  particular  friends,  waiting  for 
me*  (Gbdp*  x,  24*) 

13  And  upon  my  alktng  tbe  reafons  for  his  fending 
for  me,  he  told  roe,  that  having  fet  apart  fome  time  for 
folemn  falling  and  prayer,  in  his  own  houfe  and  family, 
four  days  before  I  few  him,  (chap,  x*  29,  30.)  he  was 
favoured  with  a  vifion  of  an  holy  angel,  in  the  form  of 
a  man,  who  flood  before  him  in  finning  garments,  like 
an  inhabitant  of  the  heavenly  regions,  where  all  is  light; 
and,  affaring  him  that  bis  prayer,  for  further  dilcoveriea 
of  God’s  mind  and  will,  were  anfwercd,  (chap.  x*  31*) 
charged  him  to  fend  faithful  meffengers  to  Joppa  %  and 
there  to  inquire  for  one  Simon*  who  was  particularly 
known  and  diflinguifhed  by  his  firname  Peter, 

14  He,  faid  the  angel,  having  a  com  million  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  will  inftni£fc  you  into  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  Meffiah,  and  of  the  only  way  of  falvatipn,  through 
him  1  that  you  and  your  houfhold  may  come  under  tbe 
proiaifes,  and  be  partakers  of  the  privileges  which  be¬ 
long  to  the  fpi  ritual,  feed  of  Abraham^  according  to  the 
tencr  of  tbe  covenant,  as  made  with  him  ;  and  that  a 
fpi ritual  and  eternal  faWation,  which  has  heretofore 
been  confined  to  the  jeivst  may  now  come  to  your  Gen- 

t  I  -  tiU 


*3° 


Tie 


t$  AniljagT  be¬ 
gan  t(>  fpeik,  th€ 

Holy  Ghoft  Tell 

on  JS  on  qs 

M 

at  the  Iwgmmrg, 


id  Then  re¬ 
membered  l  the 
word  of  the  Lord, 

'how  that  he  fai  l, 
John  indeed  bap* 
died  witli  voter ; 
buiyc  ftioH  he  bap* 

thrd^rUhthe  Ho¬ 
ly  Gltufti 


f?  Fonfmitch 
then  ai  God  |pvt 
them  (he  like  gift 
as  hi  til rf  unto  us* 
who  bdicvc'l  on 

the  I, ord  Jefus 
Cbrili,  who*,  wos 

I  that 
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tiU  family,  through  faith  in  that  Saviour  whom  Peter 
will  preach  unto  you*  • 

1$  Upon  bearing  this,  and  comparing  Cornelius's 
vifion  with  my  own,  I  dearly  underftood,  and  was  ful¬ 
ly  confirmed  in  the  meaning  of  both,  as  carrying  a  di¬ 
vine  command,  that  1  .(houtd  communicate  the  gofpel 
to  thofe  Gentiles  who  were  profyletes  of  the  gate,  and 
as  fiich  feared  the  Lord:  And  as  (bon  as  I  began  to 
preach  Chriftto  them,  in  hi$  awful  and  endearing  cha- 
rafters,  and  to  recommend  him  as  the  proper  objeft  of 
their  faith,  in  order  to  tbeir  receiving  the  remiffion  of 
fins,  (chap.  x.  36,-43.}  God  Ggnally  owned  the  word 
of  his  grace,  by  (bedding  down  the  Holy  Gbolt,  who 
came  upon  them,  not  only  with  gracious  influence  to 
enlighten  their  minds,  and  change  their  hearts ;  but 
like  wife,  in  an  immediate  and  miraculous  manner,  be- 
(lowing  upon  them  the  gift  of  tongues,  even  as  be  did 
on  us,  the  apoftlcs,  and  other  JeviiJb  believers,  at  the 
firft  wonderful  eflufion  of  the  Spirit,  on  the  famous  day 
of  Pentecoft.  (Jilt  ii.) 

16  Then,  to  my  (lilt  further  farisfaftioo  and  joy,  I 
could  not  help  reiiefting  upon  that  welLknowa  promife 
of  our  blefled  Lord,  juft  before  he  took  his  affefting 
leave  of  us,  and  a fc ended  up  to  glory,  (AQs  i.  5.)  fay¬ 
ing,  John,  my  forerunner,  indeed  adminiftered  to  you 
the  boptifmof  water  hut,  as  the  fruit  of  my  exaltation 
at  the  Father's  right  hand,  ye  (hall  be  •  partakers  of  a 
much  nohler,  and  more  efficacious  bnptifm,  of  which 
bis  was  a  lively  emblem,  by  toy  fhedding  down  tbc  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghoft,  in  all  his  gifts  and  graces,  abundantly  upon 
you :  And  I  cannot  but  obferve,  with  pfeafure,  how 
this  glorious  promife  was  as  truly  and  evidently  fulfil¬ 
led  in  thefe  Gentile  converts,  as  it  had  been  before  up¬ 
on  ourfclves  and  other  native  Jev>f. 

17  In  as  much  therefore  as  God,  in  the  riches,  free- 
nefs,  and  Sovereignty  of  his  grace,  undeniably  confer¬ 
red  on  thofe  believers  the  like  precious  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  as  he  had  done,  at  the  beginning  of  this  new 
djfpsnfation,  upon  us,  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham^ 
who  received  and  trufted  in  Chriftby  faith,  as  our  Lord 
and  Saviour,  and  the  anointed  of  God  to  all  his  offices 
of  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  j  Who  was  I,  or  what  do 
ye  take  me  to  be,  that  I  (hould  be  defirous,  or,  had  I 
been  fo  wicked,  that  I  (hould  be  able  (««*»)  to  hin¬ 
der  or  defeat  the  will  and  counfel,  authority,  power, 
and  grace  of  God,  which  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner  ap- 
pea  red  to  them  ?  Or  that  they  having  the  thing  fignifi- 
ed,  I  (hould  refufe  applying  the  fign  of  it  to  them  in 

baptifm  ? 


wh.  xu 

ft 

t  that  T  could 
akhfrixd  God  ? 


i@  When  the}- 
heard  tbcfc  ih  iligf 
they  bcld  tbdr 
p«ceT  andglbn- 
Jird  God,  firing, 
Then  hath  God 
alio  to  the  Geo* 
tilci  granted  rc- 
ptaraiKcainolifej 
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Now  they 
"Ahtch  were  feat¬ 
ured  a^rwd,  up¬ 
on  the  perfcnitlofl 
that  a  role  about 
Jfrcphrn  ,  travel- 
M  as  far  atPhe- 
nice  j  and  Cy¬ 
prus,  and  Anti¬ 
och,  preaching  the 

ufr-rti  In  none  but 
niito  t  he  Jew  (  m- 

ij-. 


baptifm  ?  I  would  not,  I  could  not,  1  durft  not  go  a  * 
bout  to  deny  them  this  privilege,  and  fo  fight  again  ft 

God. 

tS  Tbit  free  and  genuine  account,  which  the  apo* 
file  Peter  gave  of.  all  the  rr  an  factions  that  bad  pafifcd 
relating  to  this  grand  affair,  was  fo  fatisfaftury  and 
ft ri king,  that  as  ioon  as  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  and  all 
thg  brethren,  who  had  before  been  highly  offended  ac 
him  for  it,  heard  how  the  Lord  himfclf  fo  maniftflly 
directed, ordered,  and  fuccceded  it,  they  were  thorough* 
ly  pacified,  and  had  not  one  word  to. object  againft  ir, 
or  again(l  Piter  for  interefting  himfclf  fo  far  in  it.  Oil 
the  contrary,  all  their  prejudices  againft  thrfe  uncircum- 
ctfed  Gentiles ,  were  turned  into  brotherly  lore  and  af* 
feflion  toward  them,  their  envy  into  joy,  and  their 
murraurings  into  praife;  and  they  immediately  Broke 
out  into  lively  and  folemn  aferiptions  of  glory  to  God, 
on  account  of  this  extenGve,  unexpected  difplay  of  his 
power  and  mercy,  and  unexampled  advancement  of  the' 
Redeemer's  caufe  and  intereft,  faying,  with  high  appro* 
bat i ob  and  holy  ecftacy,  From  all  this  it  appears,  with 
demonftrattve  evidence,  that  God,  in  the  furprizing 
riches  of  his  grace,  and  by  the  mighty  operation  of  bis 
hand,  has  freely  vouchfafcd  to  the  once  abandoned  Gen¬ 
tiles  themfelves,  a  fin  cere  repentance  for  fin,  and  con- 
verfion  to  himfclf,  which  has  brought  them  to  a  fplri— 
tual  life,  and  (hall  iffue  in  eternal  life,  that  they  may 
fhare  with  us,  in  all  the  privileges  and  bleffings  of  his  > 
covenant  here,  and  may  fit  down  with  Abraham,  IJaac, 
and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God  for  ever. 

ip  Now  till  this  firft  ad  million  of  the  devout,  tho* 
uncircbmcifed  Gentiles,  to  the  faith  and  fellow  Oi  ip  of 
the  gofpcl ;  thofe  mimftring  fervants  of  Chrift,  who 
had  been,  four  or  five  years  before,  driven  from  Jeru- 
falem  to  all  parts  of  Judea  and  Samaria,  by  the  fe veri¬ 
ties  of  the  perfection,  which  immediately  upon  Ste¬ 
phen’s  death  was  railed  and  carried  on,  with  great  fury 
by  Saul  before  his  convey  lion,  in  concert  with  other  in¬ 
veterate  enemies  to  Chriitianity,  { chap .  viii.  i.)  thefe 
fervants  of  Chrift,  I  fay,  were  indefatigablv  laborious 
in  going  about,  and  preaching  the  glad  ridings  of  fal- 
vatioa  through  Paleftine,  till  at  length  they  went  fur¬ 
ther,  and  reached  as  far  as  Phenicia ,  a  province  in  the 
eoaft  of  Syria,  and  to  Cyprus,  one  of  the  latgcft  ifi.indj 
in  the  Mediterranean ,  and  to  Antioch,  the  metropolis 
of  Syria  •  (Sec  the  note  on  chap.  xiii.  14.)  But  in  all 
thefe  difperfions,  till  now,  they  confined  their  minifl ra¬ 
tions  of  the  word  of  faith  to  the  Jevs  only,  whom  they 

I  3  *  met 
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met  with  in  thofc  Gentile  countries  ;  they  not,  as  yet, 
underfbmding  that  the  gofpel  was  to  be  preached  to  any 


10  And  fome 
of  them  were  men 

of  Cyprus,  end 
Cyit«  ,  which  , 
when  they  were 
come  to  Antioch, 
fjialce  unto  the 
Grecians,  preach¬ 
ing  the  Lord  Je- 
ftu* 


other  fort  of  people. 

20  And  fome  of  thefe  preachers  were  inhabitants  of 
Cyprus,  and  other  of  Cyrene,  a  noted  city  in  Africa* 
who  hearing  of  the  converlion  of  Cornelius,  and  of  his 
family  and  friends,  ail  profelytes  of  the  gate,  and  ho* 
it  had  been  repte&nted  10,  and  approved  of  byi  the  a* 
polUes  and  brethren  at  Jtrufalem,  (ver.  i8.)  they, 
arriving  at  Antioch,  took  encouragement  from  thence 
to  apply  themfelves,  nor  only  to  fuch  Jews  as  ufed  the 
Greek  language  *,  but  likewifc to  the  devout  Gentiles, 
who  were  fometimes  called  the  Greeks  j  preaching  to 
them  a  crucified,  riico,  and  exalted  Saviour,  who  is 


it  And  the 
hand  of  ihc  Lord 
was  with  them : 

and  a  great  fium* 

ter  .Sclicvd,  and 
turned  uoto  the 

Lord* 


Thn  ridings 

of  thefe  things 

came  onto  tf  e 
ears  of  the  church 
which  was  in  Je- 
r ufa km;  andihty 
fent  forth  Barna¬ 
bas, 


Lord  of  all* 

21  And  the  arm  of  the  Lord  was  revealed,  (I/a,  liii* 
I.)  his  mighty  power  attended  their  mini  ft  ration  s*  not 
merely  in  the  wonderful  miracles  that  were  wrought 
to  confirm  their  doArine,  which  m altitude*  Caw,  and 
all  might  feet  without  any  faving  advantage  to  them- 
felvcs  i  but  alfo  in  dF<£tually  working  with  it  upon  the 
fouls  of  their  hearers  :  And  this  produced  fuch  glorious 
and  happy  fruits,  that  abundance  of  them  believed  in 
the  Lord  jefus  Chriii :  Anri,  as  an  evidence  of  the  lio- 
cerity  of  their  faith,  they,  like  a  willing  people  in  the 
day  of  his  power,  were  turned  in  heart  and  life  from 
all  their  felt-confidences,  and  all  their  iniquities  to  him, 
as  their  only  Saviour,  the  Lord  their  righccoufaefs 
ftrength,  and  to  God  through  him,  as  their  chief  good 
und  higheft  end. 

22  The  joyful  news  of  this  great  barvdt,  not  only 
of  Hellenift  Jrwsr  but  likewifc  of  Gentile  profelytes  of 
the  gate,  foon  reached  the  church,  which,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  violence  of  the  times,  ftilt  fuhfifted  at  Jt* 
rufahmy  under  the  care  and  dirc&ion  of  the  apoiUe*, 
who  frequently  re  foiled  thither :  And  as  Barnabas  was 

a  man 


NOTE, 

*  Some  copies  (E^fw)  tlic  Grt*  19*  of  this  ri^.  who  ere  called  tbc  tw!tt 
ti&tsi  hut  the  Affcxnmiriait  mauBihipt,  and  tribes  fcatltrrd  akryad w  Jam*  i*  i*  But  hire 
the  V* S^rhsct  end  T  :ruh  are  oppofbd  lothcJVwj;  aiuUa 

verfions  read  (EAtovsr;}  the  Grttks,  ty  account  is  given  of  the  time  when  the 

Aft/*  w  Lc.  t  tme  therefore  taken  both  *  wu  tirO  preached,  end  emhnral  i* 

into  the  Faraphrafe,  bin  inclined  to  think  mongchc  devout  Gt*frfcs(  or  profclyles  rf 
that  the  GrecUt  or  deuorn  Gt<)&Usm  are  pm-  the  gate,  con  request  to  its  being  received  liy 
Cipally,  if  not  only  intended;  beetle  this  the  litflknift  Jt  Jft  f  and  Ox  Its  gradual  bi¬ 
bed  fuiu  the  link,  comwfliim,  and  order  of  va  tiers  through  Jwfca  and  Sc/nana,  to  the 

the  hiftory  ;  For  the  con verfion  of  tbc  Gre-  utrentioft  part*  of  the  edrthf  is  for  in  a  desr 
fitjaj  or  Hdteaijis*  who  Were  as  properly  Jiwf  and  regular  view*  V}&  Mtfctl  Jeer*  f*£,w 
as  any  others,  ^(fce  the  note  on  xii,  is*)  IV,  p.  dre*  Bat  afterwards  great  debates 

was  taken  notice  of  before  in  the  ewrfr  of  aroJc  about  thofc  hettevm  being  cimuidld. 
tins  hittory.  vl.  i.) ;  and  they  ibemed  Sec  Ugbtffotx  Her 6/  tbc  New  Trjfa* 

to  be  unaided  by  the  Jew  uienlkned  ver*  meat)  voL  L  p,  i3tf. 
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h^thatheUKruld 
go  u  far  ai  Anti¬ 
och. 


a  3  Who,  »brn 
Ik-  came-  end  had 

fern  (he  grace  of 
GtaltMT^gjad^and 
tihof  ted  them  all 
that  with  ptttpufc 
of  heart  they 
would  flciHUato 
the  Lttd* 


14  For  he 
a  jftiod  man,  and 
t'ull  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft ,  and  of 
fiitli  :  and  much 
people  vni  added 

unto  the  Lord* 


a  man  of  excellent  talents,  and  a  native  ot  Cyprus ,  [chap. 
iv.  3d.}  the  church  at  Jerujaiem,  in  concurrence  with 
the  apoltles,  deputed  *  and  folemnly  fe:  him  apart,  is 
a  proper,  per fon  to  be  Cent  into  thofe  quarters,  that  he 
might  go  through  them,  p***®*")  even  as  far  as  Antiacb% 
to  ialute  the  new  convert*  ™*re,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  further  aflift  an**  c"ablifli  them  in  the  faith, 
hope,  and  holinefs  of  the  g^P6!* 

23  Though  this  was  a  lonK  journey,  Antioch  being 

about  three  hundred  miles  d>“ant  from  JerufaUm ,  he 
willingly  undertook  it,  for  the  fervice  of  Chriil  and  im¬ 
mortal  fouls  \  and  when,  upon  his  arrival  at  that  great 
city,  he  faw  the  evident  tokens  and  fruits  of  the  grace 
of  God,  which  had  made  a  wonderful  change  npon  the 
hearts,  and  the  lives  and  convention  of  multitudes 
there,  he,  like  a  true  fon  of  confolarion  and  of  exhor* 
tation,  chap.  iv.  3d.)  laid  himfelf  out,  to 

the  utmoft,  in  ftirring  up  tbeir  pure  mind6,  and  encou¬ 
raging  them,  by  many  comfortable  and  per fua  five  con- 
liderations,  taken  from  the  riches  and  frecnefs  of  that 
grace  which  bad  manifefted  itfelf  to  them*  in  the  in* 
eftimable  bldfings  it  had  couferrcil  upon  them,  in  the 
fecuriucs  and  hopes  it  afforded  them,  and  in  tbe  en* 

clearing  zs  well  as  fotemn  obligations  it  laid  upon  them, 
to  adhere  to  Cbrift,  and  to  abide  by  their  holy  profef- 
lion  of  bis  name  in  a  way  of  dependence  upon  him, 
and  devotednefs  u>  him,  with  ftedfaflnefs  and  perfevc* 
ranee,  ^ad  with  all  the  united  powers  of  their  fopls* 

24  For  this  Barnabas  was  a  man  of  a  mo  ft  excel- 

lent  fpirit  and  temper,  difintercfted,  obIjgtngr  courte¬ 
ous*  generous,  ami  benevolent,  and  abundantly  fur- 
niftied  with  the  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
with  an  exrenfivc  knowledge  of  the  doit  lines  of  Chrift, 
and  a  ftrong  and  lively  faith  in  him,  as  revealed  there¬ 
in  ;  And  the  Lord  Jelus  attended  his  miniftrations  to 
the  people  of  this  place,  with  fuch  efficaticus  power  on 
their  hearts  and  confpences,  that  frill  many  more  were 
wrought  upon  to  believe  in  him,andtoenterinroa  folemn 
profeflion  of  his  name  f,  by  their  being  baptized  and 
brought  into  a  *Hreh-Aate,  for  walking  in  all  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  and  in  the  fellowfhtp  of  the  gofpel, 

25  Then 

NOTES. 


*  The  findinx  forth  of  Barvdtas  by  the 

church  at  JerufaUm*  Teem*  to  be  like  whu 
vus  afterward*  done  by  the  church  Ujindxht 
v  hrn  Ratnabm  and  W  were  fepanted  for 
the  work*,  whercunto  l he  Holy  GhoJlcultrd 
them,  u-tih  farting,  and  prayer,  and  impo- 
licmu  uf  bands,  ud  Aire  tent  away.  C^> 
xiij.  s,  3. 


f  MUJ  to  the  Lard>  may  he  of  much  the 
fame  import  with  ad  dot  to  the  church,  tb#p, 
ii,  47.  utd  J6  may  intimate,  that  thefe  bo 
lieviag  profdytcs  of  the  wotf  together 
with  the  Helicoid  Jrari,  formed  into  a. 
church-rate,  upon  firJl  conversion  at 

jiatiocb)  as  the  believing  Jew*  had  been  be* 
fore  H  Jtrifitiito* 
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a^Tirtn  depart¬ 
ed  ItarDatus  to 

T arfn  f*T  to  feck 


And,  when 
Kc  had  found 
h;ro»  he  brought 
him  unto  Anil- 
oth.  And  It  came 
to  paTs  t  ha  F  e  w  hole 
yw  tbry 

Ued  FhcuileUes 
wilh  ihe  church, 
tej  cay^ht  much 

ppopje. 


2$  Then  fo  large  a  field  of  fervice  opening  in  this 
populous  city i  Barnabas ,  intent  upon  his  Lord’s  work, 
and  defirous  of  baring  a  faithful  fellow-labourer  in  this 
harveft ;  and  haring  heard  that  &t«/  was  about  an  hun¬ 
dred  miles  off,  preaching  at,  and  round  about  Tarfvi, 
a  chief  city  of  Cilicia f  and  his  native  place,  {chap.  ni. 
39.)  he  went  thither  to  dad  him  out ;  who  having  been 
born  on  GetUile  ground,  was  the  more  likely  to  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  among  the  profelytes  of  the  gate  ;  and  whom 
he  highly  efteemed,  and,  about  three  or  four  years  be¬ 
fore,  had  introduced  and  recommended  to  the  apofiles 
at  Jcrufalem,  as  an  eminent  inftance  of  fovereign  grace, 
and  as  a  very  able  and  zealous  advocate  for  thecaufeof 
Chrift.  {Chap,  ix.  27,  28,  29.) 

26  And  when  he  met  with  him,  he  acquainted  him 
with  the  wide  and  effectual  door  that  was  opened  at 
Antioch  \  and  was  fo  far  from  foeking  his  owp  honour, 
or  having  any  uncafinefs  at  the  thought  of  being  out- 
fhone  by  a  brighter  light,  that  he  in  treated  Saul's  afilf- 
tance,  who  chearfully  accompanied  him  thither-  And 
God  having  (till  much  more  work  for  them  to  do  at 
that  place,  his  providence  ordered  their  Haying  there  a 
full  year  ;  during  which  time  they  improved  all  opportu¬ 
nities  for  frequently  aflemblmg  with,  and  miniftring  to 
this  new  church  of  devout  Gentiles,  that  had  embraced 
the  faith  of  Chiift;  and  they  preached  the  gofpel  pro* 
mifcuoufly  and  freely  to  abuudance  of  other  people, 

that  came  to  attend  on  their  minilbations;  And  where- 

■ 

ps  hitherto  the  JewtJb  conveys  had  been  called  by  their 
enemies,  in  a  way  of  reproach,  Galileans^  JVazareanSj 
ami  the  like ;  and  by  one  another,  d;feip/csy  hlkvent 
v/Z'/w,  the  faintsy  and  the  churchy  tc  denote  their 
acknowledgment  of  Jefus  as  their  matter,  and  their 
faith  and  love,  piety  and  hoiinefs,  in  conformity  to  the 
doftrine  they  had  learned  of  him  \  fo  God  put  a  pecu¬ 
liar  honour  upon  this  church  of  converted  profelytes, 
calling  them  by  another,  and  a  new  name9  which  it  was 
pruphefied  the  mouth  of  the  Lord Jboutd  namet  [Ifa.  Ixii. 
a.  and  \xv*  1 5*)  j  for  as  the  various  feits  of  pbiloJophcfs, 
Platcniftsy  Epicurean^  and  others,  took  their  names 
from  their  firft  founders  ;  fo  thefe  believer s  at  Antioch 
were  the  fir  it,  who  in  a  dill  higher  frnfe,  not  without 
prarrant  from  divine  intimations,  4  puWickly  andfolemn- 

ly 

NOTE- 


V  Tt  is  Vjll  known  that  rjfSi)  ihc 

Fv4  hrrt  dfej,  tVMiiiiiOnly,  if  IKH  alwtyj, 

in  the  &rvi  Tffititmwf  fign-fKS  tu  he  i ma tlj 
jLGixcd^  or  ?f  Sod:  And  this  i&iht 

ftjifc  \a  i^  tdeb  9pr  leered  hittoryn  ufed  ir* 


tbjp,  sod  L*bf  &  ft  is  therefore 

highly  probable,  thut  this  is  the  4tv  &*&?, 
vSr^  the  mouth  of  the  Lori  named,  by  iit  me¬ 
dial  e  fuggefliow  to  Saai  and  £arnahflir  or  la 
fume  of  the  jUu&hiGz  bclicrtn ;  ai.d 

+  1  v  ■  >  ■  /i  'I  ,1'  1  1  *  :  _i 

liny 
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people.  And  the  ]y  took  upon  themfefres  the  name  of  Cbrijlians ,  in  op- 
_J  J-ll  B-  J*  |  r  pofition  to  unbelieving  Jews  and  'heathens^  and  ail  fort3 

cd  Chnuians  fir  ft  r_  »  -  ,  .  *  *  r  tr  \  x  •  ■  ,  - 

in  Antioch,  of  infidels  j  thereby  prof  effing,  and  gio  tying  in  their 

relation  to  Cbrifif  as  tbe  only  anointed  Saviour;  in 
their  entire  dependence  upon  him,  holy  undion  and 
high  expectations  from  him  ;  and  in  their  obligations, 
devotedoefs,  and  obedience  to  him,  and  imitation  of 
him  ;  and  thereby  (liewing  that  all  invidious  diltinc- 
lions  between  believing  Jews  and  Gentiles  ihould  ceafe 
for  ever,  now  they  were  incorporated  together  into  one 
and  the  fame  body  of  Chrifb 

17  And  in  thefe  27  And  as  there  were  prophets  in  the  CEiriftian 
Jj?s  £aroc  Pr<^  church,  *  who  were  eminent  mini  (tars,  next  in  office 

£ilrm  Jnto  And-  t0  apoftles*  (t  Cw*  *8.)  and  to  whom  the  Spta 
odu  rit  of  truth,  according  to  Ohrid's  promife,  (John  xvu 

13*)  revealed  fome  future  events,  for  the  direction  of 
the  church's  conduftin  particular  cafes,  and  for  the 
confirmation  of  the  gofprl,  when  the  fa£ts  that  were  fore* 
told  ftiould  come  to  pafe  ;  fo,  about  this  time,  fomc  of 
thefe  holy  and  infpired  men,  having  heard  what  great 
things  God  was  doing  in  thefe  parts,  came  from  Jcru~ 
faltm  to  Antiocb%  to  court  fcl,  comforr,  and  eftabiifti 
the  Ckriftians,  and  help  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord 
there* 


Ana  there  28  Among  thefe,  Agabus  by  name,  who  afterwards 

foretold  Paid**  f offerings  and  bonds,  {ebap,  xxi*  to,  11*) 
bn*,  and  fiftiiifi-  rofe  up  one  day  in  a  public  aflembly,  jind  declared,  by 
*1  &y  the  spirit  ffie  fpirit  of  prophecy,  that  as  our  Lord  himfetfhad  pre- 

famines  would  be  among  the  figns  which 

throughout  all  fhould  precede  his  coming  to  deft roy  Jerufalem ,  {Luke 
ihc  ^odd;  which  11*)  f©  there  would  very  foon  be  fuch  a  fcarcity  of 

CJTUC  corn,  as  would  be  very  exten  five;  would  grievoufly  op* 
prefs  the  whole  land  of  Judea  in  particular  *,  and  even 

a  great 


N  O  'J 

they  thereupon  took  it  fidemnly  upon  rVm* 
» tw  difliegtiilhi/tg,  and  yet  common  clu- 
Title r  of  the  faithful  in  Chrift  JefusT  in  op* 
pofiiion  rn  all  nnhelicving  Jews  and  btafkcxi . 
And  as  to  hs  having  bevn  taken  upon  them 
in  a  public1*  and  fhlcian  manner,  we  ajctoJd 
that,  in  (f'vr  “  Tills  void 

**  ftfii)  it  ufed  with  regard  to  edicts  and 
“  procUraaionij  filth  particularly  a$  eon- 
*4  tiinnl  the  (ieup]e*s  protein  ems  of  allcgK 
**  antctu  etnperors,  and  the  pnviicvL-sgnm* 
**  ted  by  them  to  the  people ;  after  which 
mutual  dcdi^tion,  the  emperor  iu  (till 
41  place  wl£  pubjidy  aekuowled^ed*  and  t!« 

**  account  of  flarc-trartljfH&us  were  reckon* 

u  cd  ln>m  (Flat  aen.**  Dr.  Sfatu&pii's  pa- 
TdfkrjfdGJtfZtfpiftidSf  Blc-  volt  iv*  p.  31a* 
'  See  a  particular  ;»coiunt  of  thefe  pro- 

pbcci  at  largp  in  Dr*  iFtitb/s  general  fre/mt 


E  S* 

So  ihc  epfil r$t  j  u.  and  in  Mijtelhn*  5v* 
Ejfity  u  pag*  4}. 

1  Jofepott  f,  who  wrote  principally  about 
the  affairs  of  the'  Jfmi,  fays,  m  his  antiqui¬ 
ties,  tih.  xx*  cap*  a  -  Thai  the  Famine  fprul 
over  their  country  1  And  Kn/rwvr,  in  his 
Cbrottittoif.  places  it  in  the  fourth  year  of  C?Jv* 
di*i;  ant!  in  his.  frJifojlUat  tkjtarjb  lib*  iL 
chap.  Gi  uket  notice,  tiiut  it  ru  recorded  by 
hiHoci  ms,  wIh>  were  nn^ft  abhorrent  of  the 
Chrittian  religion,  and  that  it  opprefied  the 
wovlfl,  or  the  Ximen  e^ipirct  (ro 
which,  in  the  clays  of  its  pride  and  do* 
in  in  k>n,  the  Rotrwnt  often  Uiicd  the  whole 
world ;  (am*  tv/  in*  iiMjitiw)  lod 

as  Lute  hiiulelf  ufed  rhe  plu-aie  b  this  ieoft, 
Idtktr  ii.  t  k  may  not  be  ricaliiry  to  confine 
the  extent  of  ibis  fjmint:  to  (he  hud  of  mJd- 
dcjt  uicuitL*  lcam^J  idcu  ha done;  Awl 

(JlOQ£h 


b 
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carnc  to  pifein  rhe 
days  of  CUudmt 


10  Then  the 
<fifcipJet  ,  every 
n«n  according  to 
hU  ability,  dewr* 
tDinrd  to  fend  re¬ 
lief  pino  flic  bre¬ 
thren  which  dwelt 
fa  Judea* 


ye  Which  alfo 
they  didpandjnit 
'  k  to  thedderf  by 
the  hands  of  K*r- 
lub&i  tod  SauL 

+  «  ■  i 


a  great  part  of  the  Reman  empire,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  poor  would  be  in  great  want  of  bread ;  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  fell  out  about  two  years  afterwards,  .in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  emperor  Claudios  Cafar. 

29  Then  the  Chriftiims  at  Antieeb,  who  were  a  tra¬ 
ding  people,  and  whom  God  had  profpered  in  their  fo; 
cular  affairs,  believing  that  he  had  revealed  this  impor¬ 
tant:  fecret  to  his  fervam  the  prophet ;  and  taking  it  as  a 
feafonahle  bint  of  what  he  was  about  to  do,  and  of  what 


he  called  them  to,  by  his  Providence,  came  into  a  com¬ 
mon  refaction  and  agreement,  that  every  one  of  them, 
in  proportion  to  his  ability  and  abundance,  («•«  *  •w- 
™  nc)  would  cheerfully  teftify  their  affection  to  their  Jew- 
ijh  brethren  in  the  faith,  that  refided  in  Judea  \  where 
the  poor,  many  of  which  received  the  gofpel,  were  very 
numerous,  through  a  general  want  of  traffick  in  thofe 
parts  ;  where  the  difficulty  of  the  times  to  the  poor 
faints  was  exceeding  great ;  and  where  the  famine  was 
like  to  be  molt  raging :  For  as  thefc  Gentile  converts  had 
been  made  partakers  of  their  fpiritual  things,  by  recei¬ 
ving  the  gofpel  from  thence j  fo  they  thought  it  their 
duty  to  minifter  to  them  in  carnal  or  temporal  things, 
(Sow.  xv.  27.)  by  relieving  their  neceffities. 

30  And  as  they  had- a  willing  mind,  fo  there  was  a 
readinefs  to  perform  the  good  purpofes  of  their  beans, 
which  they  did  by  making  liberal  collections  ;  and  that 
their  bounty  might  be  diftributed  with  faith  fu  In  eft  and 
impartiality,  as  need  might  require,  they  fent  it,  againft 
the  days  of  fcarcity,  to  the  officers'  *,  and  particularly 
the  deacons  of  the  church  at  Jervfalem^  by  the  hands  of 
Barnabas  and  Saul$  who  readily  undertook  this  fervice, 
and  were  glad  of  fuch  a  favourable  opportunity  of  re* 
porting  there  the  great  things  that  the  Lord  had  done 
among  the  profelytes  of  the  gate  at  Antioch)  of  faring 
them  in  the  molt  advantageous  light,  and  of  cultivating 
a  good  underftanding  hetweeu  the  JrwiJi  and  Gentile 
believers,  and  further  helping  the  faith  and  joy  of  the 
fiifciples  in  Judea . 

’  ItCOL. 


MOTES, 

fhougb  mention  U  made,  rcr,  of  ihc  famine's  prevailing  more  there  than  in  o* 
dt&tplrs  fen  fling  relief,  according  to  their  a-  ther  parts* 

Lility,  p>  without  taking  noik«  of  1  It  |»  probable,  that  tbdc  elders,  and 

fheir  rending  to  any place;  this  may  tbo&  menUrtnedt^  fcv.werefonieofCfcftfl'i 
imly  intimate,  that  the  providence  of  God  firttdifdples,  upon  whom  ihc  Holy  Gboft 
fjt'ici'td,  and  orer-niled  thU  famine,  fo  font  bad  fallen  in  a  plemjful  dbdon  of  gift*  and 
after  the  otmyerfiou  of  the  Gentile  piufelytes,  grace*,  on  the  Famous  day  of  Ptafffty?,  ebap , 
to  them  opportunities  of  fofteoing  the  ij*  and  that  out  of  them  the  prophets  aud 
ptejudira*  of  thcjfwiin  and  ingra*  teacher*  vert  taken,  and  the  folk  ikacon* 

tiaung  thcmfcJves  with  thorn ,  by  their  Ime*  we re  thoftn,  chap*  vL  See  AlifctL  £«r* 
fa  I  di  ft  rihui  Ions  lo  the  poor  of  Ihdt  country,  voL  IL  p*  uoa— up* 
jvcnuptj  wjs  muit  aflUflei  ly  the  ; L  ^ 


Ch.  xh. 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  a  pteafure  is  it  to  hear  of  (inner*  receiving  the  gofpd ;  and  how  much 
more  fo,  to  fee  the  evident  fruits  of  the  grace  of  God,  as  effectually  working 
in  them  !  The  honour  and  mtcreft  of  the  dear  Redeemer,  and  the  good  of  im* 
mortal  fouls,  are  (b  eminently  advanced  hereby,  that  we  ought  to  glorify  God 
on  this  account :  and  yet,  aha  I  How  apt  arc  prejudices,  envy,  and  jealoufy  to 
rife,  in  the  hearts  of  Jomeweak  Chriftian#,  at  the  thought  of  their  enemies,  and 
ptrfons  of  deleted  characters,  like  the  Gentiles*  being  made  partaker*  of  equal 
privileges  and  hlerffirigs  with  themfelvrs  !  But  the  (ervants  of  Chrift  muff  follow 
his  directions  ami  execute  bis  commiffioD,  in  preaching  the  gofpcl  to  cvctr  cnea* 
ture,  how  much  foever  Co  me  may  be  offended  at  it ;  and  yet  they  fhould  to  rea* 
dy  to  clear  their  condtift  therein  to  fcmpuloua  minds,  and  to  fuch  as  wouM  re* 
jotce  in  proper  evidence,  that  it  is  of  God,  and  that  he  owns  it*  Who  are  we, 
that  any  of  us  fhould  go  about  to  withlbnd  God,  who  diftributes  his  free  fa* 
vours  to  whom  he  fdeafes,  and  over- rules  even  the  violence  of  persecutors  to  the 
fpnrading  of  the  gofpd ;  and  who,  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit  attending  it,  bring* 
great  numbers  to  believe  and  turn  to  the  Lord!  And  whenhc  has  granted  to  any 
repentance  unto  life,  what  an  honour  fltould  they  count  it  to  be  wetted  in  the 
privileges,  and  aft  up  to  the  protean  and  obligations  *  that  are  included  in 
thrir  being  called  after  thrift’*  name  !  flow  openly  fhould  they  avow  their  chi* 
rafter,  a*  CkrijVt  ws  i  and  how  chrarfuTly  hold  communion  one  with  another, 

though  diftjjj}fuijhed  by  other  denominations,  tike  the  circumcifcd  and  the  ttndr* 
cum  cited !  Hcnv  concerned  ffiould  rbey  all  be  t«  cleave  with  alt  purpotc  of  heart 
to  the  Lord  !  And  with  what  readinefe  of  mind  JhouU  the  rich  commumcate  to 
the  poor  'n  times  of  want,'  apd  efpecially  in  times  of  great  fearerty  and  famine, 
which  nev«rrcomc  upon  the  earth  without  the  foreknowledge  of  God;  and  which 
his  providence  fooirtimes  involves  his  owu  people  in,  for  the  trial,  exerdfe,  and 
improvement  of  thrir  own,  or  of  others  faith  and  love,  as  well  as  of  various 
other  graces,  and  of  their  felf-denyiag  obedience  ! 


CHAP,  XII. 

Herod  perfecutes  the  ChrtJHans,  kills  tie  apcjlle  James,  and  imprifons 
Peter,  j , — 4.  Peter  is  brought  out  cf  prifon  by  an  angel)  in  anfiuer 
to  the  prayers  of  the  church  for  him,  5, — 19.  Herod,  in  the  midfi 
of  his  pride ,  is  Jdritck  by  an  angel ^  and  dies  miferably,  ao, — 23.  Af* 
Ur  his  death  the  word  of  Cod  prevails  exceedingly ,  and  Barnabas 
and  Saul  return  to  Antioch,  24,  25. 


t««t.  Paraphrase* 

A  T^e  t’me  that  *he  had  foch  a  wonder* 

itu  Ung  lbocb*  ful  fpread  among  the  profciytes  of  the  gate,  as  well 

as  tbe  JevtiJb  ftrangers  at  Antioch ,  amt  that  Agabus  fore¬ 
told  an  approaching  famine,  (chap.  xi.  26,  28.  J  Herod  * 
Agrippa ,  a  mah  of  the  fame  fpirit  with  Herod  the  great 
who  murdered  tbe  infante  of  Bethlehem,  in  histhirft  for 

the 


N  O  T  E. 

*  Htni  the  fiTDimi  of  this  Agrippz,  7Wm,  by  CLuu&vt  Cefer,  to  whom  Ik  had 
and  he  was  the  gnndfon  of  HcnJ  the  great,  Wfafknbleii  oUaiwng  hr*  advancement 
iiid  die  nephew  of  HtroJ  Aatiptii,  the  icirwcb  ’  tn  thf  imperial  crown ;  And  he  was  the  fi- 
of  Galilee.  (/.air  iii.  t.)  and  was  himfelf  tber  of  that  king  Ayfippe.  before  whom  Paul 
not  niAy  made  governor  of  Gaftlei  by  Cal i-  was  bronchi,  and  whom  he  almoft  pertodef 
ja.'-r  in  Antipin's  room,  but  was  confirmed  to  be  a  Cttriiliao,  {liny,  x^vi,  1,— ^8. 
'therein,  with  the  athlrtica  of  tbe  kingdom  of 
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cd  forth  brads 
u*  vex  certain  of 
the  church* 


i  And  he  killed 
J1rr.c5.rh?  brother 
of  John  with  the 
JWonl. 


the  blood  of  Jefus,  (Matt.  it.  16.)  and  with  Herod  An* 
tipaty  who  cut  off-  the  head  of  John  the  Baptif,  and 
treated  our  Lord  himfelf  with  derifion,  (Luke  ii,  9, 
and  xxiii.  it.)  this  Herod  Agnppay  who  was  king  of 
Judea  and  C alike,  began  to  rajfc  a  frclh  pei  fecution  a- 
gaiofl  the  church  at  Jerufakm,  greatly  d  Hire  fling  many 
of  its  members. 

2  And  after  he  had  haraffed,  and  infltftcd  various 
puniflimentsoo  fome  of  lefs  note  and  fignre  among  them, 
he  proceeded  to  (till  bolder  and  more  cruel  afts  of  Ho. 
Jence,  even  to  the  taking  away  the  life  of  the  apuflle 
James,  who  was  the  fon  of  Zebedce,  and  brother  to 
the  apoftle  John*  and  for  his  zeal  and  fervour  was  fir- 
named  by  our  Lord,  a  fon  of  thunder,  (Mark  Hi.  17.) 
And  according  to  C  hr  id's  prediction,  (Matt,  xr, 
23.)  be  wits  baptized  with  the  baptifm  of  fuffe  rings,  and 
that  even  to  the  Ihedding  of  his  blood  j  and  was  thefirft 
of  all  the  apoftles  that  fuffe red  martyrdom  for  his  fake, 
which  *,  for  the  manner  of  it,  was  by  cutting  off  Us 
head  with  a  fword. 

3  And  as  one  aft  of  wickednefs  leads  the  way  to  an¬ 
other,  and  Herod  found  that  this  execution  was  very  ac¬ 
ceptable  to,  and  highly  ingratiated  him  with,  the  chief 
people  among  the  Jems,  fuch  as  their  priefls,  elders,  and 
rulers,  who  continued  to  be  inveterate  enemies  to  the 
gofpel  of  Chrilt,  he  proceeded  to  apprehend  the  apolUe 
Peter  alfo,  juft  as  the  pafchal  feaft  was  coming  on,  with 
an  intention  of  making  a  facriftce  of  him,  who  was  mo!t 
remarkably  active,  bold,  and  inftru mental  in  the  con* 
verGon  of  Jews, 

4  When  therefore  he  had  feized  him  by  his  officers, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  clapped  up  in  prifon,  and  com¬ 
mitted  him  to  the  care  of  fix  teen  fojdiers,  ftriftly  char¬ 
ging  there  to  keep  watch  and  ward  over  him,  four  at  a 

tokc"*  l*me  *,J  t^eir  turns,  that  he  might  by  no  means  e/caps, 
him,;  trending  >7^  bad  before,  { chap .  v.  19.)  Herod  deG going  to  bring 

ter  EiHeru, bring  him  out,  and  expofe  hire  to  the  rage  of  the  people,  after 

the  paflover;  but  not  during  the  time  of  that  feltivil, 
left  they,  who  were  better  a fre&ed  toward  the  Chri Ilians 
than  their-  rulers  wtret  (chap.  ii.  47 •)  Ihould  claim  their 
privilege  of  begging  that  he  might  be  releafed  to  them, 
according  to  their  cuftom  at  that  feaft.  (Matt,  xxvii.  1;.) 

J  For  this  reafoft,  he  kept  Peter  in  clofe  ccftody,  till 
a  favourable  opportunity  might  offer  for  cutting  him  off: 
But  the  church  at  JeruJalenx,  being  appreheulive  of  bis 

danger 

NOTE. 

*  As  far  as  1  find,  it  U  generally  agreed,  «d  with  the  fwwd  }  and  fame  haw  thnujhr, 
,  *eeoum,  ( JCi>  that  (his  was  done  hy  the  fword,  as  a  snore 

hj.  lib.  ui.  cap.  J.j  Junes  was  behead-  difericiCul  way  of  execution  thajihv  the  uc. 


3  And,  hecanfe 
he  fav  it  pica  fed 
the  JtwF,  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  further  to 

take  Peter  alfo* 

2'heti  were  the 
of  Emleivcn~ 
cd  bread- ) 


4  And*  when 

he  hwfapprehend* 
t£  him  ,  he  pu! 
|kiminpnfoR,end 
delivered  him  to 


htp  forth  to  the 
people. 


(  Pcrcr  there* 
fore  wes  kept  In 
prifou:  but  priy- 

er 
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crwuaiidtwitlt* 
out  ceiling  of  the 
rhurch  auto  God 
for  Emu. 


6  And  when 
Herod  would  have 
brought  him 
forth  »  the  fame 
Peter  was 
it  cv  ping  between 
t*o  foUfcn  r 
btiunJ  wl:h  two 
cbint  ^  and  the 
keepers  be foee  the 


door  fcrpt  the  pn 

Jba* 


7  And,  behold, 
the  angel  of  the 
Lord  came  ttpoo 
bin,  and  1  light 
ihined  in  the  pri- 
fuDi  and  he  fmntc 
I'cUr  on  the  f:tle, 
?:k|  railed  him  op, 
faying,  Afifc  up 
quickly.  And  his 
chains  fell  otf 
from  h:$ 


0  And  the  tu- 
gtlfaid  unto  him. 
Gird  tbyidf,  and 

bind 


danger,  and  of  the  great  Importance  of  his  life,  to  the 
interelk  of  religion ;  and  being  foil  of  affe&ion  and  con¬ 
cern  for  him,  united  thetr  earn  eft,  importunate,  and  fre¬ 
quent  prayers  to  God,  day  and  night,  on  his  behalf,  in 
faith  and  hope  that  he  would  gracioufly  and  powerfully 
pear,  in  his  own  way  and  time,  for  his  deliverance. 

6  And  as  he  gave  them  opportunity  and  (pace  for  fer¬ 
vent,  folemn,  and  repeated  addrefles  to  a  throne  of  grace, 
that  he  might  glorify  his  own  name,  q$  a  God  hearing 
prayer ;  fo  bo  feafonably,  and  in  a  furprizing  manner, 
anlwercd  theif  fupplications  :  For  the  very  night  before 
the  day  which  Herod  hid  appointed  to  bring  Uk  apoflle 
out  of  jail,  in  order  to  his  being  publicly  put  to  death  } 
Peter ,  not  being  terrified  by  his  adverfaries,  nor  yet 
expecting  immediate  deliverance,  laid  bimfelf  down 
and  Jkpt  with  a  compofed  and  quiet  heart,  as  knowing 
that  he  fuffercd  for  a  good  caufe;  two  of  the  foldiers  at 
the  fame  time  being  chained  *,  one  to  his  right  band, 
and  another  to  the  left,  to  prevent  his  privately  flipping 
away  from  them  }aiul  two  others  (landing  as  centinels 
at  the  door  of  the  prifon,  that  none  might  force  its  locks 
and  bars,  and  open  it  for  his  efcaps}  in  this  manner 
four  at  a  time  kept  watch  and  ward,  (ver.  4.) 

7  And  whilft  every  thing  was  thus  made  as  fare  as 
poffible,  for  detaining  him,  behold  how  wonderfully  God 
appeared  at  the  critical  jundure,  and  furmounted  ail 
difficulties  in  releafing  him  l  All  on  a  fodden,  an  an¬ 
gel  qf  the  Lord,  difpatched  from  heaven,  entered  the 
prifon,  and  was  furrounded  with  fuch  bright  and  glo¬ 
rious  rays  as  enliglitned  the  whole  room  ;  aod  having 
roufed  Peter  out  of  his  fleep,  by  giving  him  a  jog  on 
his  fide,  he  f,  unawares  to  all  the  foldiers,  (ver.  18.) 
gently  raifed  his  body}  and/fpeaking  to  him  at  the 
£uu  e  time,  faid,  Stand  upon  your  feet  without  delay. 

Upon  which  the  chains,  that  fattened  him  to  the  two 
foldiers  lying  by  him,  were  mitaculoufly  fnapped  afun- 
dcr,  as  if  they  had  been  but  twined  thread,  and  fell  off 
from  his  hands. 

8  The  angel  like  wife  faid  to  him,  with  authority 
and  engaging  kindnefs.  Gird  thofe  clothes  about  you,  in 
which  you  have  lain,  aud  arc  now  clad  ;  and  put  on 


NOTES. 


your 


*  The  Hfmsn  iyaj  of  dueling  prilbncn 
wiS}  by  fattening  otic  cod  tif  an  iron  chain 
of  fomc  length  fo  the  tight  hand  of  the  pri* 
|hticr#  and  the  other  end  to  the  left  band  Of 
trm  of  a  fold  ter,  .if  hut  one  had  the  col  tody 
of  him  ;  and  by  fastening  another  chain,  in 
like  maiiDcr,  in  the  left  hand  of  the  priicuicr, 
aod  the  fight  of  mother  ibldicr^  if  lie  wtff 


committed  in  the  cere  of  ttro>  as  Pcur  was, 
f  The  foldicn  might  Ire  cfchcr  tail  into  a 
deep  ikep,  or  flruck  with  blimintfs*  or  elie 
with  fuch  tunfufiou  and  aftpnifhmcitt  at  this 
awful  and  illtiftrioas  appearance  of  thcangel* 
as  made  them  inc^pabk  of  obferving  wha^ 
becainu  of  x* 


* 
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bind  on  thy  6n- 
dal$  ;  and  fo  he 
did*  AndhefaUh 
an io  him  ,  Cail 
thy  garment  a- 
bout  thcctuid  fob- 
low  me* 

$  And  he  vent 
out,  and  followed 
him,  and  wi(t  not 
that  it  vai  true 
which  waa  done 
by  the  angrl;  bat 
thought  he  law  a 
vifiofl. 


io  When  they 

pa  ft  the  tirft 

and  the  focond 
watd,  they  came 
unto  the  iron  gate 
that  tcadeih  unto 
the  city  which  o* 
pened  to  them  of 
bit  own  acoord; 
and  they  vent 
out*  and  patted  op 
thro*  one  ttreet; 
and  forthwith  the 
angel  depantt} 
from  him* 


i  r  And  when 
Peter  was  come 

tohicnfclf  hefaid. 
Now  I  femtw  of 
a  Jiircty,  that  the 
-Lord  hath  fern 
Pil.  ugef,  and 

bath 


your  fandals,  tying  them  'faft  with  their  thongs  to  yonr 
feet;  which  he  accordingly  did  :  And  the  angel  further 
added,  Throw  your  loofe  upper  garment  ah  out  you,  and 
then  come  after  me ;  intimating,  that  be  was  feat  of 
God  to  deliver  him  out  of  prifon,  and  out  of  the  cruel 
hands  of  Herod. 

9  And  Peter  obeying  the  word  of  command,  with¬ 
out  hefitancy  or  difpming,  readily  followed  his  heaven¬ 
ly  guide,  wherever  he  might  go  before  him;  and  yet, 
knowing  himfelf  to  have  beep  in  a  found  Deep,  he  did 
not  immediately  apprehend,  that  all  this  management 
of  the  angel  waa  really  matter  of  fa£t ;  hut  rather  ima¬ 
gined  that  he  had  only  a  dear  vifionary  reprefentation 
of  thefe  things,  in  a  dream,  as  tho'  they  had  been  real. 

10  When  the  angel  had  conducted  him  undifeovered, 
through  the  £rft  and  fecond  watches,  that  were  fee  for 
the  greater  fafety  in  the  night  *,  they  came  to  the  ima 
gate,  that  Hood  between  them  and  the  city  >  and  tho’  it 
was  exceeding  ftrong  and  heavy,  and  well  fattened  with 
locks  and  hars,  it,  by  an  inviCble  power,  was  made  to 
fly  open,  as  readily,  and  all  at  once,  as  if  it  had  open¬ 
ed  merely  of  itfelf ;  hereupon  they  went  out  of  the  prifon- 
yard  with  fafety,  free  from  all  obtt  ruflions  that  lay  in 
their  way ;  and  having  walked  together  the  length  of 
one  ftreet  in  the  city,  which  brought  the  apoftle  ont  of 
the  clutches  of  his  keepers,  and  into  his  own  knowledge, 
and  gave  him  a  fair  opportunity  of  (hitting  for  himfdf, 
the  angel  immediately  dtfappeared ;  there  being  no  fur¬ 
ther  occafion  for  extraordinary  aififlance  to  compleat 
his  cfcape. 

11  Then  Petert  being  alone,  and, having  recovered 
himfelf  from  the  ecttacy  and  furprize  which  had  made 
him  ready  to  think  of  himfelf,  as  only  like  one  who 
dreamed  of  things  that  were  too  great  and  good  to  be 

true;  he,  in  a  compofed  refle&ion  on  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe,  faid  in  his  own  mind,  I  am  now 
thoroughly  allured,  that  this  was  no  imaginary  feene, 
by  way  of  divine  premonition  of  what  fhoutd  be  ;  hue 
that  the  Lord  Jefus  has  actually  fent  one  of  his  holy 
angels,  who  are  all  miniftnng  fervants  unto  the  heirs 
of  falyation,  [Heb.  i.  14,) ;  and  that,  by  the  kind  mini- 

ftiation 

T  K. 

Itrorg  Atiituri  jptc  between  the  prlfo  and 
the  city,  whether  the  prifon  Uibir  were  with* 
ia,  or  without  the  walU;  and,  perhaps,  the 
tirft  and  foooud  watcher  were  rather  Inch  21 
were  placed  in  the  prifon-yard  for  grt*icr  ft* 
curitr,  than  publitfc  wgtebt*  belonging  14 
the  city. 


N  O 

*  It  if  moftly  thought,  tttfl  the  prifon 
was  in  the  fuburbs3  because  the  lien  gate  it 
&id  ro  hare  Jed  intn  the  city;  bat  then  one 
would  be  apt  to  expett,  that,  being  already 
OUt  of  die  pH  ion,  thty  Vent  ort 

to  the  city,  frould  miter  hare  been,  tbty 
went  hta  :  it  therefore  form*,  that  the  iron 
gate,  which  fod  into  the  riry3  was  only  a 
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The 
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hath  rbUvertrl  me 

oatof  the  hand  of 
Herod,  end  from 
ail  the  cipcAati- 
or  of  the  people 
of  the  jew*. 

ti  And*  when 
he  hid  coiifidcred 
Jcr/qgjtf,  came 
to  tire  btmfe  of 
Mary  the  mother 
ofjohn,whofel)r^ 
name  was  Mark, 
where  many  were 
g*tbmd  together, 
praying. 


13  And,  as  Pc* 

lerkuoefcalatthe 

door  of  the  gate, 
1  d lintel  came  to 
hearken  ,  earned 
Rhcdi* 


14  And,  when 
(he  knew  Peter** 
voice,  the  opened 
not  tbc  gate  for 
gbdncfs,  hot  raa 

jnt  and  told  how 

Peter  If  cod  before 
tJie  gate. 


15  And  they 
fald  onto  her , 
Thou  art'  mad. 
Ant  the  cottfUor* 

!y  affirmed  (hui  it 

wu 


ft  rat  ion  of  this  meflenger  from  heaven,  he  hasmiracu- 
1  cm  fly  delivered  me  out  of  Heroes  power,  who  thought 
he  had  got  me  fate  ;  and  has  disappointed  the  hopes  of 
thofe  unbelieving  and  malicious  Jews*  who  were  look¬ 
ing  and  longing  for  my  death* 

12  And  when  he  had  deliberated  with  himfelf  what 

might  be  his  prudence  and  duty  to  do,  for  iimproving 
this  extraordinary  deliverance,  he  went,  under  a  happy 
direction  of  Providence,  to  the  dwelling-houfc  of  Maryf 
one  of  his  friends,  (who  was  the  filter  of  Barnabas^  (Col* 
iv*  to.)  and  the  mother  of  John  Mark)  where  a  confix 
derable  number  of  the  church  were  3  Gem  bled  together, 
as  they  ufed  to  do  in  the  night,  for  fear  of  the  Jews ; 
(John  m*  ip.)  and,  encouraged  by  ChrilVs  promife, 
{M&tth-  xviii.  rp,  ao.)  were  fpending  time,  in  (olenm 
piayer,  as  they  had  often  done  before,  for 

their  beloved  apoftlc  in  bonds,  that  God  would  appear 
for  him  at  this  critical  jun&ure,  fince  Herod  had  refold 
ved  to  proceed  againft  him  the  next  morning,  (wr.  6.) 

13  And  as  foon  as  Peter  knocked  at  the  duot  of  the 

porch  (™  ev«EF  f w  0f  the  houfe,  a  young  woman, 

whofe  name  was  Rhoda^  went  to  lifien  and  inquire  who 
he  was,  or  whom  he  would  fpeak  with,  and  what  his 
bufinefs  might  be  at  that  unfeafonable  time  of  night, 
that  (he  might  be  fatisfted  whether  it  were  a  friend,  or 
an  enemy,  before  (he  would  venture  ro  let  him  in. 

14  Upon  Peter* s  telling  her  his  name,  and  defiring 
to  be  let  in,  (he,  well  knowing  his  voice,  was  fo  ex- 
ce (lively  tranfported  with  joy,  and  furprifed  at  the  un¬ 
expected  and  unlikely  event,  that  (lie  had  not  patience, 
and  prefence  of  mind  enough,  to  open  the  door,  but 
ran  Sack  with  all  fpeed  to  the  company,  and  told  them, 
that  Peter  himfclf  Hood  at  the  door,  Lee  king  entrance; 
God  having  anfwered  their  prayers,  while  they  were  yet 
/peaking^  according  to  his  promife,  {[fa,  Ixy,  24.) 

15  Then  they  being  as  much  furprifed  as  Che,  and 
knowing  that  he  was'  in  fall  hold,  cried  out.  That  is 
impolfible  ;  fome  excefs  of  your  pafiions  therefore  muit 
certainly  have  turned  your  brain,  and  made  you  ra!k 
thus  wildly :  But  (he  periifttng,  like  one  in  her  fenfes, 
that  (he  was  pofitivdy  fure  it  was  he  5  they  concluded  * 

that 

T  E, 

7rvf  ui  thofo  days,  that  every  good  man 
n*d  h»  tutelar,  ur  :riLr.!ian  ang  J,  wLo,  on 
fptcul  occzGous,  could  -flume  the  ilwpe  and 

to!«  01  the  man  bimfrli ;  though  it  do  put 
appear  th at  there  1*  any  foundation*  in  the 
ttforJ'i)!'  Otxl.  for  t hi*  conceit,  of  c?ich  one's 


N  0 

*  Astbe  wml  ttyytxcc  figftifieS  a  mc/fin- 
ttrf  as  ^cll  as  an  dxgtt%  I  have  taken  iu  both 
mCe%  t  but  am  Inclined  ed  think  that  the 
) ad  waa  intended*  becaufe  angels  often  ap¬ 
peared  in  thofe  days,  and  an  aagej  was  more 
likely  than  a  meflengcr  from  Prfer,  to  imi* 
late  hit  coin; ;  and  thefe  dUciple*  teem  to 

have  received  the  common  Delicti  of  the 


having  hU  particular  guardian  an^il,  in  di* 
ftinflioQ  from  others*  Vil*  Lee. 


14* 


The 
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was  mn  fo.  Then 
fiidthey,  Itisbi* 
gel 


itf  But  Peter 
cooliuued  knock* 
log.  And  when 
they  had  opened 
fbt  daCTj  and  Civ 

him  ,  tlicy  were 
aAoallhed, 


ly  Rot  he, beet- 
dung  unto  them 
with  the  hand  to 
hold  their  peace, 
declared  onto 
them  how  the 
J  tOTd  h  ad  brought 
him  out  of  the  pri- 
iom  Andhefud, 

Go  Ottw  thde 
t  hi  tigsu  nto James, 
and  to  tfi  bre* 
Hitt  q*  And  he 
departed ,  and 
went  into  another 
place. 


i8Now*«focm 
as  it  was  day, r here 
waf  no  fioaU  flir 
among  the  fbldU 
«rs  Whatfuras  be* 
oobw  of  Peter. 


rp  And  when 

Haod  had  fought 


that  it  was  either  fame  mdlenger  from  him,  who  (poke 
like  him,  or  mentioning  his  name  was  mi  funder  flood, 
as  tho*  he  had  called  himfelf  Peter or  that  it  was  an  an¬ 
gel  from  heaven,  who  imitated  the  tone  of  his  voice, 
and  came  to  bring  them  fome  tidings  concerning  him. 

1 6  But  while  they  were  debating  the  matter,  Pelert 
finding  that  the  family  was  op,  cominded  flill  knock¬ 
ing  ;  and  the  company,  being  defirous  to  fee  how  far 
the  young  woman  might  he  in  the  right,  ordered  the 
door  to  be  opened:  And  when,  upon  feeing  the  apoftle, 
they  were  fatisfied  it  was  really  he  himfelf,  they  were 
exceedingly  amazed  to  think  how  he  got  thither,  and 
could  not  forbear  afking  him  about  it. 

17  But  as  no  time  was  to  he  loft  in  particular  inqui¬ 
ries  and  anfwers,  left  his  enemies  fhould  purfiie  and 
find  him  out,  he  made  a  Ggn  with  his  hand  to  intimate 
his  defire  that  they  would  be  filent,  and  give  him  au¬ 
dience  ;  and  then  briefly  told  them  in  what  a  wonder¬ 
ful  manner  the  Lord  Jefiis,  by  an  angel,  had  fet  him 
at  liberty :  And  as  none  of  the  other  apofUes  were  pre* 
fent  at  this  aflemhly ;  but  James  the  lefis,  the  fon  of 
Alpbeus,  (Mattb,  x.  3.  fee  the  note  there)  was  then  * 
not  far  oflj  he  ordered  them  to  go  and  acquaint  him, 
and  the  reft  of  the  brethren,  how  mtraeuloufly  he  was 
brought  out  of  prifon,  in  anfwer  to  their  prayers, 
that  they  might  blefs  God  for  it,  and  be  comforted  and 
encouraged  by  it.  Thereupon  he  took  his  leave  of  the 
company,  and  went  to  another  place,  that  they  mighr 
not  be  expofed  to  danger  for  his  fake,  and  that  he  might 


wait  for  a  proper  opportunity  of  getting  out  of  the  way 
of  his  enemies,  and  going  on  with  his  Lord's  work, 


wherever  he  fhould  call  him. 

1 3  Now,  as  foon  as  the  following  day  came  on,  the 
guards  awaking,  miffed  their  prifoner,  and  were  in  the 
utmofl  confternation  and  fright,  in  thinking  what  was 
become  of  Peter  ;  one  charging  another  with  negleQ, 
and  all  of  them  being'  utterly  at  .a  lofs  to  account  for 
his  efcape,  and  dreadfully  apprehenftve  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  extremely  fever e  upon  them,  as  having 
connived  at  it,  or  been  wanting  in  their  duty  to  prevent 

it,  if  not  acceflary  to  it. 

19  And  they  had  reafon  to  he  afraid  of  this :  For 
when  Herod  fent  foe  him  to  be  brought  out  of  jail,  in 
order  to  the  intended  puhlic  execution,  and  perceived 

that 

T  E. 

of  (he  violence  of  ilcrtfs  per&cutfrn,  whirh 
trow  Jnmcd  to  he  mod  dirt  £lly  levelled  a- 
gainft  fuch  a fo/ftrs  af  were  within  hr*  me h ; 
and  therefore  iU  ibt  refl  or  them  vtrv 
from  that  city* 


N  O 

*  Itfa  tmetruin  whether  Jams  me  at 
that  time  in  JtrafaUniy  or  in  foftie  neigh¬ 
bouring  part*  of  ibe  country  ;  hot  wherever 
he  was*  neither  he  nor  any  other  of  the  apo- 
flics  could  appear  openly  with  Afcty,  bccioic 
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rrhim, and  found  that  be  was  gone ;  and  when  he  had  made  inquiry  after 

mtadriJ kfc«J  ,Wm  in  the  «*ty,  but  could  not  find  him,  he,  fammon- 
cn ,  and  com-  -  ing  the  foldiers  to  appear  before  him,  ftri&ly  examined 
™ar=*aJ  *hM  ,hrJ  tbofe  four  of  them  particularly,  wbofe  turn  it  was  to 

d«rt).  ajvI*  he  on  t*ie*r  uratch,  -how  they  came  to  lofe  their  prifonelr j 
went  down  frftW  and  they  being  unable  to  give  any  account  of  it,  he 
jntea  t*  Cdana.  forthwith,  ordered  that  their  lives  (hould  go  for  his.  Af- 
i..d  ib<rc  a  e.  jgj-  this,  he  fet  out  from  Judea  to  Ctsfarea-,  where  he 

continued  for  fome  time  *,  to  purfue  his  diveriions  in 


10  And  Herod 

highly  dif* 
pl^itlcd  with  them 
of  T jrfc  a  hd  Sy- 
(l'in  :  but  they 
omewith  one  ac¬ 
cord  to  him,  and, 
having  nudeHhf- 
tos  the  king's 
chain  herJdin  their 
ft  fend  ,  dertred 
peace  :  beoaufe 
th th  country  icu 
piwrilhed  by  the 
king  £  country* 


it  And,  upon 
a  f=t  day,  Herod, 
arrjye.l  in  royal 
sppartt,  Dt  upon 
hi*  throne  ,  And 
nude  an 
onto  them. 


celebrating  the  games,  which  Herod  the  great  had  m- 
ftifuted  to  he  obferred  every  fifth  year,  to  the  honour  of 
Gefar's  memory, 

20  And  as  this  Herod  Agrippa  was  highly  offended 
with,  and  {7»PaM*xp**)  threatened  to  make  war  upon  the 
people  of  Tyre  and  Sidon^  for  fome  mifdemeanor,  which 
he  charged  them  with  ;  fo  they  took  the  opportunity, 
whllft  he  was  in  their  neighbourhood,  of  fending  am* 
bafiadors  to  him,  by  a  united  deputation  from  both 
thofe  cities,  to  make  their  fubtniflion,  and  appeafe  his 
refentment ;  And  having  obtained  rhefrienllfhip  of  Blaf- 
tus  the  king's  chamberlain,  who  had  his  ear,  th**y 
made  uTe  of  his  intereft  to  procure  their  reconcili* 
at  ion  with  him,  which  was  highly  necefiary  for  them, 
hecaufe,  being  a  numerous  and  trading  people,  and 
having  little  land  of  their  own,  they  could  not  well  Cub¬ 
it  ft  without  a  fupply  of  com,  honey,  and  oil,  and  fueh 
like  provtfions  from  Judcay  and  other  parts  of  the  king's 
dominions,  (i  Kings  v*  i  t.  and  Ezei*  xxvii*  1 7*)  which 
they  feared  he  would  prohibit,  unlefs  the  breach  were 
made  up  between  him  and  them. 

21  And  upon  an  appointed  day,  when  there  was  a 
great  concourfe  of  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  Herod 
appeared  in  wonderful  pomp  and  ftate,  clothed  with 
magnificent  glittering  robes  of  filver  brocade,  which  by 
the  fliining  of  the  fun  upon  them,  perfc&jy  dazzled 
the  eyes  of  the  fpe&ators,  and  gave  him  a  moft  awful 
and  auguft  appearance :  Thus  arrayed,  he  placed  him- 
felf  on  his  royal  feat,  and  made  a  fine  fpeech  to  the 
people,-  in  praife  of  C#far*s  memory  +,  and  of  his  own 

high 

HOT  s. 


■  J&ftphis  fays,  that  be  wait  down  to  C4- 
firta  for  this  purperie ;  and  that  It  was  at  the 
end  of  th?  third  year  of  his  reign  over  all 
yWra.  .  VxL  A  nit  ij<  lit.  t«p+  8. 

f  It  is  tctv  probable,  that  this  oration 
was  feted  both  to  the  occtfon  of  the  aftem- 
bhr,  in  honour  of  Ge/af*  memory,  and  to 
thv  affairs  tint  Jay  between  Hifrad  and  the  in* 
habitant*  of  Tyc  and  Sidan^  who  are  the 
proper  antecedent  to  tbm,  to  whom  this  o- 
ntiou  was  Jiudc  J  and  that  it  was  calculated 


to  eitol  his  own,  a?  well  as  Crr/kr's  praifes, 
on  account  cf  his  power  over  them,  nod 
oondcfccnfioo  to  them*  Jtjtphn  tells  tnp 
that  this  vu  ou  the  fecond  day  vi  that  tVlii- 
vai  ;  and  that  Hersdwcnt  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  into  the  theatre,  clothed  with  a  robe  at 
Curious  workmanfeip,  all  of  (liver,  ivhteh 
rvfleCtait  the  rays  of  the  riling  fun  *ith  futh 
luArr,  as  ft  nidi  the  eyes  of  them  th:t  I  out  el 
upon  him,  whh  a  fere  of  drau  Sod  horror, 

xis*  8. 
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%%  And  the  peo¬ 
ple  gave  a  fhoert, 
fcjmg  .  II  is  the 

voice  of  a  god,  and 
not  of  *  man* 


high  pretenGons,  and  great  goodneft  in  palling  by  the 
offence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  upon  tbor 
fub  million  to  him. 

22  Thereupon  the  people*  partly  pleafed  with  *h« 

difeourfe*  and  partly  defirous  to  gratify  his  pride  and 
ambition*  furrounded  him  with  Jhonts  and  applaufe* 
as  though  he  were  a  god  **  laying*  An  oration  deliver* 

ed  with  fnch  majelty  and  fweetnefe,  eloquence  and 
force*  is  rather  the  voice  of  an  incarnate  deity*  or  it 
leaft  of  one  that  defer ves  to  be  deified*  than  of  a  mere 
mortal  man. 


And  Imme¬ 
diately  the  *ngri 
©f  the  Lord  finoic 
him,  beesufe  he 
gave  not  God  the 
glory:  and  he  was 
eiien  of  warm*, 
tod  gpvc  Up  the 
ghaft. 


*4  Put  the  word 
of  God  git«  and 
ip  Miciplicd* 


%S  A  oil  tarn** 
has  and  fiaul  re¬ 
turned 


23  But  (*)  God  foon  humbled  him*  in  a  ntoftexem- 
plary  manner*  for  the  iniquity  of  bis  pride*  and  of  his 
cruelty  to  the  fervants  of  Chrift*  as  he  had  Dome  other 
haughty  tyrants  and  perfecutors  before  him :  For  u 
Nebuchadnezzar^  amidft  bis  imperious  beads*  was  dri¬ 
ven  from  his  throne*  and  levelled  with  rhe  brutes* 
(Dan.  iv.  31*  &c.)  and  Betjhazzar ,  whilft  he  was  lift* 
ing  up  himfelf  againft  the  Lord  of  heaven*  had  an  a* 
fionilhing  notice  of  the  lofs  of  his  kingdom*  (Dan.  v. 
22*— 28.)}  fo  the  angel  of  the  Lord*  as  a  minifier  of 
juffice*  immediately  (truck  Herod  with  a  loathfome  and 
mortal  difeafe  f*  becanfe  his  vanity  was  fo  tickled  with 
the  impious  flatteries  of  the  people*  that*  inftead  of 
checking  and  rebuking  them*  be  was  fond  of  taking 
thole  divine  honours  to  him&lf,  which  were  due*  and 
ought  to  have  been  aferibed  to  God  only :  And  fo  ma-> 
lignant  was  his  diftemper*  that*  in  the  compafit  of  five 
days*  he  was  in  a  manner  devoured  by  worms*  which 
bred  in  his  petrified  flelh*  and  preyed  upon  jr*  till  he 
finilhed  bis  wretched  life  by  a  mo  lb  deplorable  death. 

24  In  the  mean  while*  notwith  (banding  the  late 
fierce  oppolitions  and  cruelties  of  Herod  againft  the 
Chriftians,-  but  efpecially  after  he  was  cut  off*  in  fn 
Sftonilhing  a  manner,  by  the  righteous  hand  of  God* 
the  gofpel  was  freely  preached  in  many  places*  and  at¬ 
tended  with  great  fuccefe  in  the  cooverlion  of  multi¬ 
tudes*  and  in  the  edification  and  eftablilhment  of  the 
difctples  in  their  mod  holy  faith. 

25  And  about  this  time*  Barnabas  and  Saul  having 

dif- 


4  Such  bl&fphcnjous  flattery  war 
more  criminal  in  th»  Company,  at  many  of 
them  •vmjrutj,  who  profefled  to  abhor  the 
polytheHiD  of  the  heathens;  and  perhaps 
they  d aligned  it  u  an  affront  to  Chrift,.  by 
Anting  up  in  apportion  and  prefer¬ 

ence  to  him,  who  had  fpokc  of  himldf  as 
God  incarnate. 

t  We  haw  account  at  large  of  this  dilesft 
in  Jrftpbuiy  ud  of  ffrrwfs  being  forced  to 


acknowledge,  that  he*  who  was  then  cried 
up  fora  God,  mnft  die  like  a  mortal  man. 
An&q.  xi it,  taf*  B*  And  Eafibixi  has  re¬ 
cited  the  whole  ftory  of  him,  as  an  allegati¬ 
on  to  the  troth  of  the  icripiur^hi  fiery  of  it, 
VU  Enlefitjl*  b!JL  lib.  iu  cap.  to.  See  a!£b 
IPhhby  on  tint  place,  for  various  in  (lancer  of 
the  lite  mtArahle  exit*  of  violent  perimtotf, 
who  wen  eaten  up  of  wonni* 


NOTE, 
the 
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t tuned  from  Jem* 
faltm,  when  they 
had  fulfilled  tbtir 
miniflrytR[id  took 
»iih  Hi  on  John, 
vhofcimiai&cwii 

Mirh, 


MJ 

■ 

difebarged  their  truft  at  Jerufalm^  in  delivering*  and 
taking  care  about  a  due  diftributlbfl  of  the  charity  fent 
by  the  Antiochian  Chriflians  to  the  believers  there* 
(thap*  xi*  30.)  returned  from  thence  bade  to  Antioch*  to 
carry  on  the  begun  work  of  the  Lord*  in  tfiat  great  dty* 
and  to  be  feat  from  thence  to  ilii]  remoter  parts  among 
the  Gentiles*  {chap,  xiit,  v,  2,  drr;)  And  they  took  s* 
long  with,  them  John  Mari*  at  whole  mothers  houfe 
the  difciples  were  met  to  pray  for  Peter ,  when  he  came 
to  them,  (wr.  12*)  and  who  was  Barnah&i* s  nephew* 
(Col*  iv<  io«)  that  they  might  train  him  up  for  the  mi- 
niflry  j  and  that  he  might  be  afuilant  to  them  in  their 
travels  and  labours*  (chap*  xiii -  5,)  accounts  of  which 
ate  given  at  large  in  the  following  parts  of  this  hiftory. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

WhJeh  ftiill  we  looft  wonder  nt,  tHe*  wickcdnefs  of  tmeti  in  promoting,  or  the 
wifdcnn  of  God  in  over-ruling  the  peffecutions  of  the  church  ?  This  fa  An  iniqui¬ 
ty  made  up  of  felfiftwefr  and  pride,  raflmefs  and  cruelty;  it  is  nothing  hut  d:h>g 
rail  z  ana  as  the  way  of  fin  k  all  down- hill  *  one  ftep  drags  on  another,  ai:d  can¬ 
not  tell  how  £0  It  op  fhort  of  ufurpmg  God's  prerogative,  afid  of  iOTprifantugand 
murdering  the  belt  of  men:  But  how  pleating  foever  all  this  may  he  to  igmmmt 
and  furious  bigots,  and  how  much  (beser  applauded  by  mean- fpiri  ted  flatterers, 
it  is  highly  of&n five  to  the  merciful  and  holy  God,  who  often,  in  jeaioniy  for 
his  own  glory,  makes  the  haughty  and  molt  violent  perfccutors  memorable  ex¬ 
amples  of  his  dreadful  vengeance,  and  delivers  his  faithful  fervants  out  of  thrie 
hands:  O  with  what  amazing  management  does  his  providence  operate,  in  over- 
riling  the  word  that  men  can  do*  to  fubferve  the  propagation  of  the  gnfpe),  and 
the  tnertaft  of  tbc  church  }  and  in  feafonably  cutting  off  its  implacable  enemies, 
amidft  all  tbrir  pomp  and  grandeur  1  The  prayers  of  his  people  are  their  aims  of 
defence ;  and  will,  one  time  or  other,  prove  too  hard  for  an  that  oppofe  them  ; 
when  God  poors  down  his  Spirit  of  grace  and  ftpplication,  it  is  a  ftgn  that  thrir 
deliverance  is  at  hand ;  and  the  time  of  their  extremity  is  his  opportunity  to  ante 
for  their  help *  In  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  fliad  be  Teen  ;  he  wiH  rather  fend  zn 
angel  from  heaven,  than  not  execute  bis  kind  defigns  toward  them :  But  when 
he  affords  them  ordinary  means  for  their  prvftratioii,  miracles  are  needkft,  and " 
they  ought  not  to  eapeA  them. 


G  H  A  P.  XIII, 

j 

Saul  and  Barnabas  arc  folmnly  feparated  to  their  apoJloRc  office  among 
Gentiles |  as  well  as  Jews,  in  the  church  at  Antioch*  1,— 3,  Their 
Jirft  apoftoBc  journey ,  beginning  at  Seleucia,  and  proceeding  front 
thence  to  Salamis  and  Faphfts,  in  the  If  e  Cyprus*  4, “7*  THdr  ren - 
count**  at  Paphos  with  Ely  mas  the  forcerct *  and  converting  Ser¬ 
gius  Paultis,  8,-12,  Saul,  who  from  that  time  it  called  Paul,  goer 
with  Barnabas  and  others  to  Perga  in  Pamphylia*  and  from  thence  to 
Antioch  in  Pifiriia,  where  they  preached  Chrift  to  the  Jews,  and  de¬ 
vout  Gentiles,  many  of  which  were  converted*  1 3,-- — -43-  But  at  hey 
jews  coni  radioing  and  htafphming*  they  waxed  bold*  and  preached 
to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles*  with  great  fuccefs*  44, — 49  And*  the 

unbelieving  Jews  raifvg  perfection  againjl  ike  apoffles*  they  de~ 

You  HI,  t  K  V 
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1  *  r 

part  from  thence  to.  Icomum*  bearing  their  tefttmony  agah\fi  tfojt 
infidels,  and  leaving  the  dtfeiples  full  ef  joy,  J o, — 5 2. 


Trst. 

•MOWthere  iwre 

■*’  in  the  church 

that  Anti¬ 

och  cmaln  pro* 
phctfc  and  teach- 
cn:  as  Barnabas, 
sod  Sifflcon  that 

C«Ued  Niger, 
and  Lucias  of  Cy* 
rctic,3n<l  M«nndi| 
which  had  been 

brought  up  ttUh 

Herod  the  te* 
truth,  and  Sank 


t  Asthryjtii- 

nilind  to  the 
Lord,  andfaflrd, 
the  Holy  Ghoft 
Aid,  Separate  me 
KirQabu&iidSattI, 
for  the  U  ork 

whtre 


Paraphrase. 

NOW  in  the  church  at  Jntiechf  the  metropolis  of 
Syrian  which,  confiding  moftly  of  Gentile  converts* 
(fee  the  notes  on  chap *  xi*  20,  24.)  was  deemed  the  mo* 
ther*  church  of  the  believing  GentUesy  as  that  at  Jtrufd- 
icm  was  of  the  believing  Jevssf  and  of  all  that  {houU 
be  afterwards  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrift;  there 
were  not  only  ordinary  preachers  of  eminent  gifts  and 
graces,  but  l  ike  wife  a  ecu  fide  r  able  number  of  prophets, 
who  were  the  higheft  rank  of  officers  neat  to  tbe  -apo* 
files,  (fee  the  note  on  ebap*  xi.  27*  and  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  minifters  in  this  church  ;  as  particularly  the  'be¬ 
fore*  mentioned  BarnabnSj  [chap,  xii,  25.}  and  *  5i- 
mtoTt)  who  for  bis  tawney  complexion,  and  the  -colour 
of  Iris  hair,  was  fir  named,  by  the  Latins ,  Ai^er, 
which  fignides  Hack*  There  Were  aifo  f  Luci^  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Gyrene  ;  and  Manacnt  who  had  been  educated 
with  Herod  Jniipas%  the  tetrarch  of  GaSket  {Luke  iii, 
1.)  and  fo  was  fitch  an  intimate  friend  and  favourite  of 
that  prince,  as  might  have  ex  petted  great  preferments 
fiom  him ;  bur,  grace  having  reached  his  heart,  he, 
like  another  l\Ufes9  defplfed  them  all  for  Chrift;  And, 
to  name  do  more,  there  was  the  famous  Sauit  who  late¬ 
ly  returned  hither  with  Barnabas  from  Jemfatem* 

2  WhjUt,  on  a  certain  day,  thefe  mfpired  prophets 
were  leading,  di  retting,  and  aflifting  the  worihip  of  the 
church,  in  exhortations  to  them,' and  in  atts  of  religi* 
ous  devotion  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  for  the  honour  of  bis 
name,  and  m  obedience  to  his  commands ;  and  while, 
for  the  greater  folemnity  and  continuance  of  tbefervice, 
and  humbling  of  thcmfelves  before  him,  they  abstain¬ 
ed  from  the  ufual  refrcfhmcms  of  nature,  the  Holy 
Ghoft  fa  id  to  them,  by  immediate  fuggeftion,  and  J 
with  the  majefly  and  authority  of  a  divine  perfon,  Set 
apart  Barnabas  and  Saul  In  a  lolemn  manner,  as  mi* 
niftring  fervant*  dedicated  to  me,  and  to.  the  good 

work 


NOTES. 

*  Some  have  thought  that  this  &Ti9Ktfl  wa*  pronouns  /,  and  mt*  is  fpcald"?  10  tlic  pm- 
Simtn  the  Circw fw,  who  was  compdfcj  io  phrtsj  *aJ  ha  being  Aid," that  he  ca/fri  the 
bear  tbc  cwfs  afier  our  Ctf/*  ifMOIcf  to  their  work,  and  they  Tvtrt  jtet 

twry.  *rr)  ^  jmh  by  him,  which  jt  perton^ 

t  We  read  of  one  Lnexas,  who  is  men-  fhcwhim  to  be  what  re  call  a  ytrjat;  rod 

tkmed  by  the  apolic  Pw/  as  a  perfon  of  his  ordering,  by  bis'  owo  authority,  and  id 
wow,  [Rout,  xvJ,  ^1*)  be  might  probably  bo  an  abiotaie  way,,  that  Barne&is  and  Se*t 
the  tafifli  here  fpoken  of  as  a  prophet;- and  fhoold  be  ftfamUi  to  mmy  as  perfoiw  devo- 
Dr  Ugbtfee:  loagiacd,  that  tSii  might  be  led  to  his  hotioft rand fcrficv*  in  the  work  to 
Jjtkti  who  was  the  writer  of  this  tufioiy,  uhfch  he  called  them,  thews  that  be  It  ; 

■nd  of  that  Gofpd  ivhich  bear*  hi*  name.  divine  psrtbn,  or  truly 

1  The  Holy  Spirit**  ufiog  the  perfoiul 


Ch.  xill* 

k 

whcrcairto  1  hate 
«iDed  them. 


m 


itf 


%  And  when 
they  bad  fatted 

and  prayed,  and 
laid  their  hands 
nn  thcm,th^rcnt 
them 


4  So  thry*  be¬ 
ing  Cent  forth  by 
the  Holy  Ghoft, 
departed  unto  Sc* 
Jeucia ;  and  front 
tlwjicc  they  filled 
to  Cyprus, 


5  And,  «Un 

tVey  Mtit  Sal** 
mis,  they  preach*' 
f  it  be  word  ofGod 
liilhc  fynagagad 

of  the  Jew*;  and 
i hey  had  alfo  John 
to  tbtir  minfftav 


work  to  which  I,  together  with  the  great  Head  of  the 
churchy  have  appointed,  called  and  anointed  them,  and 
inclined  their  hearts,  that  they  might  go  into  diftanc 
countries,  and  preach  among  the  Gentiits ,  as  well  as 
Jews,  the  uhfearebabie  riches  of  Chrift.  (Eph.  lit.  8.) 

3  Accordingly,  when  the  prophets,  with  the  con-* 

currence  of  the  church,  had  (petit  fome  further  time  in 
falling  and  prayer,  for  recommending  them  to  tha; 
grace  of  God,  {chap.  xiv«  26  )  add  for  a  blcfiing  on 
their  labours ;  and  had  laid  their  hands  upon  them, 
as  an  ordinance  to  their  faith,  and  as  a  fignal  of  fur¬ 
ther  extraordinary  furniture  and  afiiftance  which  be 
would  giire  them  for  fulfilling  that  part  of  their  mini- • 
ftry,  they  difmiffed  them,  with  high  appro¬ 

bation  of  thetr  travelling,  in  the  quality  of  apoflies  *, 
to  diftipU  all  nations,  according  to  the  commiffion  '■ 
which  Chrift,  before  his  afeeniion,  had  given  to  his" 
fervants  in  generab 

4  They  therefore  {**)  being  in  this  prtblic  and  fo¬ 
ie  mn  manner,  and  with  this  rich  encouragment,  font 
out  by  the  fpectal  dire£tion,  influence,  and  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  began  their  firfl  apoftolick  journey,  by 
going  diieflly  to  Seleuiia,  which  layabout  fifteen  miles 
from  Antioch,  on  the  river  0 rentes  \  and  from  thence, 
going  a  fli ip* board,  they  failed  away  to  the  iflaod  Cy¬ 
prus  in  the  Mediterranean  fea,  which  was  Barnabas’s 
native  country,  and  abounded  with  Jews. 

5  And  when  they  arrived  at  Salatnis,  which  was  the 
chief  town  of  the  eaflern  part  of  that  Sfland,  ovOr  a* 
gainft  Syria  ;  they  firft  of  all  repaired  to  the  fyna- 
gogues  there,  as  they  ufually  did  in  other  places,'  and 
preached  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  to  the  Jews, 
that  they  migbt  give  them  the  preference,  and  leave 
them  without  excufe  :  And  John,  whofe  lirname  was 
Mark,  {chap,  xii,  25.)  attended  them,  to  a  flirt  them  in 

the 

T  E. 

ytart  mem  to  the  Gentile  profdyie,  of  the 
gale :  As  alto  that,  about  the  fame  rime; 
Jistrnabas  vast  made  an  apoltk  of  the  Gen-* 
filat  together  with  him  ;  and  that  this  tru 
fir  ft  nntifird  (o  the  prophets  at  the  church  at 
Antmb%  who  copUl  not  but  be  pltafed  with 
thefe  too  perions  whofn  Infinite  Wiiitam 
had  fiied  upon,  as  th:  in  oft  proper  and  uu- 
excepiiouahle  mcflcn^n  in  the  hnihtn  ; 
bet  snfe  they  them ;cl ves  were  horn  on 
ground,  one  at  Cypta$t  and  the  other  at 
rarfnt  and  had  irj  a  jfeat  white  pnnikly 
approved  thcmfdtu  to  be  citiineot  and  bith- 
fpl  miruftm  of  the  poPprl.  SeethU  fuhjrft 
dabocately  difenffed  in  ejfaj  II,  p.  iyt 

end  tjfay  III*  throughout; 


N  O 

*  Thcjwbor  of  J \iifctUa9ea  Sstra  ha# 
made  it  exceeding  probable  to  me,  that  «  it 
tvaj  nmfEry  for  ah  apoflle  to  have  feen  the 
Lord  after  his  reftirreftiuii  from  the  dead ; 
u  SciZ-s  hle  kmroey  with  Bwhabas  to  Jtru- 
/d/cnf,  was  tte-dne  when  he  Aw  (he  frrfon 

of  Chrift  m  a  trance  in  one  of  the  courts  of* 
the  temple,  which  is  referred  to,  c baf,  xxii 
14.  (fee  tbc  note  on  fhdf,  is.  11}  and  dut 
then  he  received  hi?  com  mi  fli  on  immediate* 
ly  from  Chrift  bim/clf,  for  his  apoftolic  of¬ 
fice,  which  vu  to  be  ewrrifcd  principally 

among  the  idolatrous  Gtntilri  ;  "for  till  now, 

he  prejebed  only  is  a  prophet,  without  the 
npoftoUc  cbir^tT)  about  frufufli  tight  year# 

to  it#  7<Trf  only,  and;  about  tm  o t  thtec 


v‘tf 


It 
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€  And,  when 
they  had  ^opc 
through  the  ifle 
untoPaf>hoi,thcy 
found  a  eei  tain 
fbrccrcr ,  t  fidfe 
prophet*  a  Jw, 
ndmre  nmtt  was 

Bftjcfus ; 

T  Which  win 

with  the  deputy 
of  the  country  , 
Sergius  Paulus , 

a  prudent  man  \ 
who  called  for 
Birnn  haf  and  3  au  I , 
inddefiredto  hear 
the  word  of  God* 


$  But  Ely  mar 
fht  frrarctr,  (  fur 
fo  is  his  name  by 
in  ter  prelaw  ion  ,  } 
withflood  them  * 
fcrkingtotum  a 
way  the  deputy 
lr*m  tin*  faith. 


the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  priralc  or  public  oportui^ 

ties  might  offer* 

6  And  when  they  had  travelled  through  the  greateft 
part  of  the  ifland  to  Paphos  ^  which  was  its  chief  city 
on  the  weftem  coaft,  and  had  been  famous  among  the 
heathens  for  the  temple  of  Vmus  :  At  this  place  they 
met  with  a  very  noted  forcerer*  who  dealt  in  the 
wicked  art  of  divination*  £9  up  for  a  prophet  and  for¬ 
tune-teller,  and  was  a  Jevt'b'f  birth,  whofe  name  wu 
Bar-Jefus,  which  Ggnifics  the  fon  of  Jcfoua. 

7  This  infamous  wretch  bad  got  accefs  to  Sergius 
Paulas,.  the  Roman  governor  of  the  rftand  *,  endeavour¬ 
ing  ro  irigratiate  himfclf  with, him,  who  refided  at  this 
city,  and  was  (ewtror)  u  underftanding,  con  fid  crate  man  i 
and  who  having  heard  fomething  of  the  fame  of  Bar* 
nabas  and  Saul,  and  of  the  new  doftrine  they  taught, 
was  defirous  to  fee  them,  and  hear  from  their  own 
mouths  what  they  had  to  fay  about  the  Chrtftian  reli 
gion,  that  he  might  the  better  compare  and  judge  be¬ 
tween  their  pretentions  and  thofe  of  Bar-Jefus  And 
therefore  he  fent  for  them  to  come  to  him,  as  ConuSus 
had  for  Peter,  (chap.  x.)  Providence  fo  ordering  it,  that 
their  way  might  be  the  clearer,  in  their  firft  going  to 
preach  to  an  idolatrous  Gentile ,  as  that  apoftleVwas,  for 
his  fir  ft  preaching  to  the  profelytes  of  the  gate. 

8  But  when  they  went  to  indraft  him  in  the  chief 
points  of  the  gofpel,  this  forcerer  (whofe  Arabic  name, 
Etymas,  (ignines  a-  magician)  fet  bimfelf  to  contradict 
and  oppofe  them  with  all  his  tricks  and  arts,  as  the 
magicians  in  Egypt  did  Mofes,  (Exod.  vii.  and  viif-  com¬ 
pared  with  2  Tan.  iii-  8.)  endeavouring  thereby  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  governor's  receiving  the  faith  of  Chrifl. ;  left 
not  only  he,  but  many  other  idolaters  likewile,.  by  his 
example  and  influence,’  fliould  be  induced  to  believe; 
and  fo  both  his  own  and  Satan's  imereft  (hould  be  over- 


0  Then  Saul, 
(who  alfo  h  £:JUd 
Paul,)  hlkU  usriih 

the 


turned  among  them. 

9  Then  Saul,  who  from  this  time  forward  (hall  be 
called,  and  commonly  went  by  his  Roman  name  Paul\, 

as 


notes. 


*  The  «wd  here  remitted  the  deputy* 
(»3twul^)  lignifirs  a  pncfrtfitiy  whieh  wig 
the  eh  itf  guytmor  ot  a  province*  when  he 
wu*fa  over  it  by  thejfrttda  fen  at* ;  But  thfa 
officer  was  eaHod  prvpritor,  when  he  tu 
made  governor  of  3  province  by  the  empe¬ 
ror,  as  the  lieutenant  U  mode  governor  of 
Intend  by  the  king  of  Gtrut  Britain*  llic 
fame  title  is  likewiic  given  to  GaHte,  the  el¬ 
der  brother  of  ({hup.  xviii*  u.) 

with  an  exaft  propriety*  hecaufc,  at  the  lime 
of  L*kf%  writiug  his  hiftory  of  the  Afist 


both  thde  perfors  were  made  mtrwH*  of 
their  lefpeftivc  provinces' by  the fin  ate/  the* 
before  that  time,  the  governor*  of  them  fe~ 
icnlly  received  their  authority  from  the  **> 
perarf  and  then  were  called  profrAtan*  Tei- 
ti monies  to  this  porpofe  from  Die 
Strabo,  Sutituaw,  lad  TadtM J*  may  be  fee  n 

Lcrdntr's  CrtMifilj-  of  tbt  Gt/ptl  if ijt*  toI* 

Pi  44*  6v- 

f  As  I111  bdng  fo  con  rtantly  called  Pau!* 
cr  after  this*  was  Aoft  agipeabU  10  the 
endtesy  when  he  became  an  apofik  10  them  * 
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the  Holr  Ghoft.  as  the  moft  acceptable  name  to  the  Gentiles  \  and  who* 
Sb*1**  0n  *1**  **wd  eminent  and  active  a  pottle  in  his  mini- 

ftrations  to  them*  bean  a  chief  part  in  the  following  hif- 
tory ;  this  Poult  1  fay,  being  filled  with  wifdom  and 
knowledge*  and  with  a  juft  indignation  and  zeal*  by  atx 
extraordinary  afflatus  of  the  Holy  Ghoft*  fixed  his  eyes 
ftedfaftly  upon  the  magician*  to  put  him  out  of  coun¬ 
tenance,  and  obferve  what  change  might  appear  in  it  $ 
as  alfo  to  intimate,  that  God  took  particular  notice  of 
all  his  abominable  wiekednefs. 


>0  And  ffld, 

OfalloraJUbbiil* 

tv ,  and  all  mif- 
chief,  thop  child 
of  the  devil,  than 
enemy  a  fall  right- 
«<  HiTn  efj^wfkihoa 
not  ceafe  to  per¬ 
vert  the  right 
^ysoftbeLordi 


10  And*  by  an  immediate  didate  of  the  Spirit*  he 
feverely  reprimanded  him*  faying,  O  the  aftoniOiing 
deceit  and  canning,  and  pernicious  malignity*  that  have' 
thoroughly  poflefled  thee,  thou  child  of  the  devil,  that 
old  deceiver  and  falfe  accufcr,  who  beared  his  Jjkenefe* 
purfueft  his  uuerefts,  a£ted  under  his  influence*  and 
pra&ifeft  bis  treacheroos  and  inveterate  arts !  Thou  ins- 
placable  adverfary  of  all  religion  and  holinefe,  truth  and 
goodnefs,  which  the  gofpe!  is  evidently  defigned  to  pro¬ 
mote  1  How  durft  you  ftill,  while  the  light  of  this  glow 
rioos  gofoel  Ihines  round  about  you,  perG  ft  in  putting 
falfe  conilru&ions  upon,  and  turning  men  a  fide  from, 
the  ways  of  the  Lord  Jefua,  which  he  has  appointed  and 
opened  for  duty  and  happinefs;  and  which  diteftly  lead 
to  eternal  life*  and  are  all  right  and  ttue*  without  the 


lead  iniquity,  or  error  in  them. 

n  And  now.  i  t  -And  now  behold*  with  dread,  conyi&ion,  and 

of  thtLord  uj^  ®  ^m  i®®*1 1 T  he  mighty  power  of  the  Lord  Chri  d,  whom 
on  thcc,  and  thou  you  have  defpifed,  reproached,  and  oppofed,  will  foon  de  - 
null  be  blind,  not  cide  the  oontroyerfy  between  us  his  fcFvants*  and.  you 
jcdiig  the  fita  for  t|je  fcrrant.  of  the  devil :  His  immediate  and  righteous 

a  hr. Ion.  And lm.  ,  .  ,  .....  .  .  ° 

■noiuuly  there  judgment  is  now  irreliltibly  coming  down  upon  you  ; 
fell  an  him  »  m’rfi  and,  maagre  all  the  art  and  force  of  earth  apd  hell,  you 

ud  he  ueotabwt  be  in  dandy  deprived  of  your  bodily  fight,  and  con- 

faking  fone  to  tinue  fo  totally  dark  fora  confiderable  time,  at  lead,  as 

lead  him  by  die  not  to  be  able  to  fee  the  fm ailed  glimmering  °f  the  ftiin- 

“n“‘  ijig  fun  at  noon-day  j  which  will  be  an  exemplary  and 

emblematical  paniftiment  of  your  fin,  in  the  wilful  blind- 
nefs  of  your  own  heart,  and  in  your  perverfe  endeavours  to 
do  Satan’s  work  in  blinding  the  minds  of  them  that  be¬ 


lieve  not,  (2  Cor.  iv.  4.):  Accordingly,  all  on  a  fodden, 
a  thick  impenetrable  mid  of  darknefs  miraculoufly  fpread 
over  his  eyes,  and  made  him  fo  entirely  blind,  that  he 
gropped  about  to  feel  his  way,  and  begged  that  fomebody 
would  have  fo  much  pity  upon  him,  as  to  take  him  by 
the  hand,  and  be  his  guide. 

12  Then 


W  O  T.  B. 

fo  the  eontetfiau  of  Sergios  Patilvf  might  Saalto  that. of  Paul;  thefirflof  which  waf 
the  occafion  for  this  Jtoa-  his  JtVifij  she  fecund  his  Km  an  name,  both 

von.  in  the  ulc  of  lm  name,  from  that  of  of  wiiit’U  *crc  riven  him  in  kis  inUucy* 


1J0 

i*Tfpntl*de- 
puiy ,  when  he 
law  what  was 
done  ,  hciicvcJ  * 
being  anontfhtd 
nt  the  doAriue  of 
the  Lord* 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphraftd. 


Ch'iiib 


13  How,  when 

Paul  an  l  his  com¬ 
pany  looted  from 
P*  phoi,they  amt 
toPer^fin  P^m- 
plifHai  and John, 
(kpArtiug  ff(!m 
them,  returned  to 
JeruJ^km, 


14  Bet*  whsn 
they  -  departed 
from  Pc^jja*  they 
pmc  ro  Antioch 
In  JPifidia  *  and 
Went  into  the  fy* 
fUgoguc  on  the 
Sabbath-day^  and 
fat  dow£. 


1 2  Then  the  governor  having  been  not  only  pretest 
at  the  debates  that  had  pafled  between  the  apoftle  and 
the  magician,  but  like  wife  an  eyt-witnefs  of  this  aw- 
ful  and  miraculous  event,  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefas, 
who'  had  made  known  his  divine  power,  in  fo  furp tiling 
a  manner,  to  the  cqnfufion  olElymas,  and  the  confir¬ 
mation  of  his  own  mod  excellent  and  holy  do&rioe, 
which  proceeded  from  himfeif  as  its  author,  and  rela¬ 
ted  to  him  as  its  principal  fubje& ;  and  which  came  in 
the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  to  thi.s  great  man’s  heart, 

13  Now  when  the  apoftle  Pouf,  and  thofe  that  ac¬ 
companied  him,  ■  let  fait  from  Paphos,  and  &  departed 
from  the  ille  Cyprus,  they  tiirC&ed  their  courfe  to  Perg<t% 
a  city  of  Pamphylia,  which  whs'  a  province  -qf  4fta 
Isfsi  and  the  molt  memorable  occurrence  there  was,  that 
John  Mark  took  his  leave  of  them,  and  returned  to  Jo- 
rujalem  to  fee  his  mother,  and  to  feck  for  Peter  there, 
now  Heredia as  dead,  chooGng  to  be  with  them,  whoia 
he  affectionately  loved,  rather  than  to  go  forward  with 
tkefe  apoffles  in  their  difficult  and  dangerous  enterprize 
among  the  Gentiles ;  in  which  he  difeovered  lb  much 
of  a  timorous  and  felfiih  fpirit,  as  was  highly  difplea- 
fing  to  Paul.  (chap.  xv.  38.) 

14  But  to  go  on  with  the  account  of  tbefe  apoftles* 
journey  and  labours,  when  they  left  Perga,  they  went 
further  northward,  till  they  came  to  Jutioch,  the  capi¬ 
tal  city  of  Plfidia  ;  *  and  there,  according  to  cuftotn, 
they  went  to  the  fynagoguc,  where  Jrjss  and  devout 
O  entiles,  (uer.  16.)  were  aflembled  for  religious  wor? 
Ihip,  on  the  fabbath-day  ;  and  fet  thcmfelvcs  down  in 
a  proper  place  among  them,  hoping  for  an  opportunity 
of  fpeaking  to  the  whole  congregation  f. 

i£  And  after  the  fe&ipos  of  the  lav  and  prophets, 
appointed  for  that  day,  were  read  as  11  foal  }  j  the  ruler 
of  the  fynagogue  underftanding  that  Paul  and  Sartvhas 
bore  a  public  character  a?  extraordinary  prophets,  font 

to 

T  B. 

f  The  law  «o &  the  prophet*  were  each  of 
them  divided  -  fiy  fome,  into  fifry-iwa,  or, 
fay  other*,  into  fifty*  tjww,  pr  fifty -finji  it c- 
tioni  j  abd  by  reading  of  on?  fedien  of  each 
every  Sabbath  day,  or  joining  t wq  of  the 
fhoneftt  once  or  twice  In  the  year,  if  there 
were  occaGoii  for  it,  die  Jio;  ofed  to  jud 
ow  Thole  pant  of  the  Old  TeAimcnt  in 
their  fynajjngoct  ooce  a  yparj  but  the  J£*gi> 
frdf/hi,  which  ar#r  catted  the  Pfa/xvi,  jit  di* 
-JtiuAiofl  from  the  law  and  tne  propbcri, 
were  not  publicly  read  among  thesis  See 
LigUfirtj  voL  L  p  f}}*  and  voL  tL  p.  tic*, 
mS  fFthtif*  McpRft  volv  iil,  p,  171* 

PI  Is  *  a  *  -■  i 


XX  And,  after 
the  reading  of  tic 
law  and  the  pru- 

mfera 

tf  ilic  fyn^ffpie 
lent  lub)  diem  , 

ft  ling, 

K  ° 

*  Tide  Anthrb  is  different  from  that  m tit* 
t:oncdxvr*  f','Thtf  ’was’. the  metropolis  of 

*«d  ttii  of  PjjfrfTtf,  2  country  in  ihe 
Ajh;  and  both  ueve  ttJkd  Awtiof.k, 
pa  is  wflif  jjcofMlty  though t#  by  Stiffens 
ATwfij*w,  hoik  then),  and  gave  them 
lhat  'inree  in  honcurof  his  father  Attiwbvi* 
f  Though  the  apoftles  evnilmtlv  otftr- 
yei  the  Lord**  iby,  as  the  New  Xdlimcot* 
fabb-tb*  for  celebrating  z}\  religious  ©rdi- 

flutes  in  Q  briftUn  afTernbJips  f  yet  they  inch 
opportunities  of  going  to  rhe  Qoagogue*  of 
|hc  J/ip(  on  thdir  fsiubitth,  Iwciule  then  the 

greareft  compapj  of  them  were  catbwd  to¬ 
other.  S 


Ck  xiii* 

frying  ,,  Y*  pact! 

w  btiifcieu  ,  if 
ye  have  any  vonL 
offibortadon  for 
the  people,  lay 

«L 


*5* 


i#  Then  Paul 
Stood  up  t  and 
hecknin^vilh^i 
hindfild,  Men  of 
Jfrict,  ar.d  ye' that 

feirGoiltijMiii- 

dieacc. 


to  1ft  them  know  that  they  might  have  the  free  liberty 
of  the  fynagogue,  (fee  the  notes  on  Luke  iv.  i6,  17.) 
faying,  in  aftlle  of  civility  and  refpe£t,  Te  men  and  bre¬ 
thren,  who  arc  partaken  of  the  fame  human  nature, 
and  defeendtd  from  the  fame  father  of  the  faithful  with 
ourfclvee,  if  ye  are  inclined  to  expound  what  has  been 
read,  or  to  give  any  word  of  exhortation  or  confolation 

to  the  people,  be  pleafed  to  let  us  hear  it. 

16  Then  Paul  got  op,  and  making  a  fign  for  filence, 
by  a  morion  of  his  hand,  addreded  them  in  the  follow* ' 
ing  manner :  To  deCcendents  of  our  father  Jacob,  and 
Jevts  hy  religion ;  and  ye  devout  Gentiles,  who  profefs 
to  worth  ip  the  God  of  ifrael,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  viii. 
2  7.)  I  befeech  you  to  hear  with  attention,  impartiality, 
and  patience,  .the  important  things  I  am  going  -to  deli¬ 
ver  according  to  the  fertptures,  which' ye  all  own  to  be 
the  word  of  God  ; 

17  The  only  living  and  true  Jehovah,  who  made  the 
heavens  and  the  eartn,  even  the  covenant-  God,  and  the 
great  King  of  the  IJraeliti/b  church  and  nation,  made 
choice  of  our  anceftors  as  his  peculiar  favourites,  in  di* 
ftinttion  from  all  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  and  though  at 
firft  they  were  but  few  in  number,  he,  for  hjs  Own  name’s 
lake,  fignally  multiplied,  preferred,  and  countenanced 
them,  while  they  lojourned,  about  two  hundred  and 
lixteen  years,  as  ft  rangers  in  the  land  of  Egypt  '•  And 
when  the  king  of  that  country,  envying  their  profpeti- 
ty,  laid  them  under  grievous  oppreUions,  the  Lord  de¬ 
livered  them  out  of  their  houfe  of  bondage  by  wonder* 
fut  figns  and  miracles,  which  his  almighty  power 
wrought  on  their  behalf. 

18  He  like  wife  gave  them  his  ftatutes  and  ordinan* 
ces  to  dire£t  and  regulate  their  religion  and  morals  ;  and 
when,  notwithftanding  all  this,  they  foot)  rebelled  a- 
gainft  him,  he,  in  his  amazing  patience  and  long  fuf* 
fering,  bore  with  their  ingratitude,  perverfenefs,  and 
unbelief;  yea,  with  their  murmuring:;,  mutinies,  and 
idolatry,  and  other  numerous  provocations,  for  about 
forty  years  in  the  wilder nefs  of  Sinai  *  \  and  all  along 
provided  fot  them  with  the  tendered  care,  and  by  a  train 
of  miracles.  (Deut.  i.  31.) 

19  And  whien  he,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  bad 
cut  off  ftvtn  wicked  and  idolatrous  nations  for  their 
iniquities,  that  were  in  pofleGcu  of  the  land  of  Canaan, 

to 

NOTE. 

*  Scvf nl  topb  nut)  tcHudk  of  conGiter-  tbdr  ViJ(  Wi//>  in  be*  AWd  that 

abb  tad  be  tteerifi-  is  (he  wird  lUcd  by  the  Seventy  in  Dndf 

wthtfB}  inlliad  of  befijfered1  L  51* 


1?  The  Qod  of 
thU  people  of  [fo¬ 
ci  ehofe  our  fa* 
thm,  ml  exalted 
the  people  when 
they  dvdt  is 
Ifoojtcr*  in  the 
bod  ofF'£Tpt,aod 
wii  h  in  Kgh  arm 
brought  itf  ihcm 
out  oX  It- 


And  qlimit 
the  time  of  forty 
rears  iuffered  he 
rl>ur  pUDMn  in 

the  vikferaeu. 


it  Ami,  when 
he  had  dtlboyed 
Scvtu  nation*  In 
the  land  of  Cana¬ 
an. 


The  Acts  of  tbe  Afostz.es  paraphrafii. 
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in ,  be  drrided 

ttufrhndtotbein 
by  loL 


*&  And  after 
lh»c  be  gave  mx* 

t±tmivd%nyibot3t 

the  fiK»cr  of  faar 
bandied  and  fifty 
y  em,ln  HI  fcinia* 

&  (Jl£  p rtpbcit 


%j  And  after* 
vtid  they  dcOred 

a  king:  and  God 
*e  unto  them 

4.1  h  j- 


Cl,  a  min  of  the 

tH  he  of  Benia  mi  nt 
by  thcfpaccoffer- 
tjvovu 


1*  And*  vhen 

ht  had  removed 
htm i  he  nifed  op 
pi*tO  the  nt  DjTii 

W  be  their  bine  : 
to  whofn  at(b  nc 
jjrpe  trflimony  , 
abd  laid.  1  harp 
found  David  the 

Jbn  of  Jeife,  n  man 

after  mine  ova 
hfafl,  MjjcMjill' 
fijlfiT  afTmy  wilt 


-i  ■  \ 


as  Qfrht*  man'c 
fkd  bath  God  , 

dvu  >■  l  M  ’ 

$tmd- 


d  T  ■■ 


to  make  way  for  fits  cbofen  people,  (JoJi,  iii.  to.)  be 
gave  them  the  inheritance  of  that  fruitful  country,  a 
figure  of  the  heavenly  ope,  which  was  divided  among 
them  by  lot. 

20  And  here  they  continued,  for  about, four  bundled 
and  fifty  years,  under  the  immediate  government  of 
God  bimfdf ;  who,  as  occaGons  required,  rajfed  up, 
and  eminently  fpirited,  a  fort  of  extraordinary  officers 
called  Judge: ,  that  they,  under  him  as  the  only  Sore- 
reign,  might  rule  his  people  Jfratl,  fight  their  battles, 
vindicate  their  rights,  add  deliver  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  furrounding  enemies,  who  were  frequently 
troublefome  to  them ; .  under  which  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  they  continued  till  the  days  of  tbp  famous  prophet 
Samuel, 

at  But  after  all  this  indulgent  care  and  kindneb, 
which  God  had  (hewn  them,  they,  wanting  to  be  like 
the  nations  round  about  them,  ungratefully  defired  a  king 


them  for  rejecting  him,  that  ne  might  not  reign  over 
them,  and  preferring  a  temporal  monarch  to  trim,  graqt- 
ed  their  requeft  in  judgment  to  tfiem,  (t  5<zb».  viii*) 
and  appointed  Saul,  the  fon  of  Cu,  of  the  tribe  of  Ben¬ 
jamin,  to  be  their  king,  whole  reign,  together*  with 
'Samve? s  preceding  government,  filled  op  the  fpace  of 
forty  years.  '  .  ‘  ' 

22  And  when  God  had  rejefted,  (i  Sam,  xv.  al.) 
and  in  his  providence  taken  away,  this  prince,  who  bad 
difobeyed  his  commands,  and  perverted  the  true  ends  of 
government ;  he,  in  (us  great  goodaefs,  appointed,  fpi- 
rited,  qualified,  raifed  up  from  a  low  and  mean  ftate, 
and  enthroned  David  to  be  their  king  ;  a  man  of  emi- 
tmnt  wifdam,  piety,  and  valour,  to  whom  tbe  Lord 
hjmfelf  bore  an  honourable  trftimony,  faying,  I  have 
pitched  upon,  and  provided  a  king,  even  David  my 
fetvanit,  tne  Ton  of  J'tffe  tbe  Bctblchemite,  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah ,  (i  Sant,  rvi.  t.j  a  man  whom  I  know  and  ap¬ 
prove  of,  and  who  will  be  ready  to  jfijTwer  all  my  defigns 
and  orders  in  governing  the  -people:  which  ye 

may  fee  how  free  and  fovereign,  pndefervtd  and  yet  *• 
bundanr,  the  care  and  kindness  of  God  have  been  to  bis 
people  ffrael,  through  various  diipenfatlong,  as  lb  many 
typos  and  fpecimens  of  the  further  favour  he  intended 
for  them,  by  fettjjng  the  Mrifiab'?  kingdom  on  Davuft 
houfei  *  ‘  '  • 

4 

24  Qf  wbofe  oBipring,  as  pertaining  to  the  flefo, 
God,  according  to  his  prptnife,  firft  to  this  great  man 
himfelf,  Pfat.  onxri.H.)  and  afterwards  to  tbe  whole 


pitched  upon,  and  provided 
iervant.  the  fon  of  TefFe  the 


£b.  rift 

pctonlrog  to  his 
pivmtfr  *  nifed 
pnfo  Ifrid  8  S«- 

TOor,  Jdfiu; 


wWticn  John 
hat  fir fl  preached 
before  bn jeonring 
the  baplifoi  of  re* 
pciiuticctoall  Etc 
people  of  Ifod, 


if  Aodnjoha 

fhlfil  J(d  fm  noarfe 
be  laid  t  Whom 
think,  fe  that  I 
am?  I  am  nor  bet 
jtat*  behold,  i  here 
coijitth  one  after 
m<*,  whtde  foots 
of^fecthm  uoe 
worthy  to  loojf. 


id  Men  W 
f>rc  hr?  n,  children 
pf  the  dock  of.A- 
braham^nd  who¬ 
soever  *cntMg  you 
feamh  Qod  »  to 
you  if  the  word 

of  thb  filveiiqa 

Scat* 

J-a  p 
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church,  (/jfc,  xi.  i,  2.)  has  now  at  length  authorized 
and  qualified,  exhibited  and  exalted,  and  firft  of  all  fent 
to  his  own  covenant-people,  the  lJrat&Us ,  Jefus  Chrift, 
whom  he  has  railed  up  as  an  horn  of  falvarion  for  them 
in  the  houfe  of  his  fervant  Davtdt  (Luke  i.  69.)  to  deli¬ 
ver  them  ffom  fin  and  mifery,  and  advance  them  to 
heavenly  glory. 

34  To  introduce  this  glorious  Saviour,  in  a  manner 
fuitable  to  the  dignity  of  his  perfon  and  office,  Jain  fa 
Baptijt,  going  before  him  in  the  fpirit  and  power  of  A- 
&u,  to  prepare  the  way  for  his  appearing  in  his  public 
miniftry,  preached  the  neccffity  of  repentance  to  all  the 
people  of  Ifraelf  without  diftinflian  j  and  called  upon 
them  to  make  a  folemo  profriEon  of  it,  by  being  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  name  of  the  approaching  Meffiah,  that  they 
might  obtain  remiffion  rtf  fins  through  faith  in  him.. 

( Mark  i.  4.  and  Lulu  iii.  3.) 

25  And  in  the  courfc  of  Jo/m’s  miniftry,  when,  to¬ 
ward  the  clofe  of  it,  bis  reputation  grew,  and  was  efta- 
blilhed,  and  the  people  began  to  have  a  notion  as  tbrf 
he  were  the  Meffiab  himfelf,  he  faid  to  them.  What  do 
ye  take  me  to  be  r  if  ye  imagine  tbatl  am  the  promifed 
Mefliah,  whom  all  of  you  arc  now  in  expectation  of, 
ye  are  under  a  great  roiftake ;  for  f  affore  you,  that  1 
am  not  he,  i.  20.)  But  behold,  laid  he,  I  bring 
you  the  belt  of  tidings ;  there  is  one  juft  at  band,  ready 
to  appear  in  his  public  cbaraQer,  who  is  indeed  the 
Chrift )  and,  compared  with  whom,  (am  fo  very  mean  and 
contemptible,  as  to  be  utterly  unworthy  of  performing 
the  moft  humble  ftrvice  of  taking  off  his  fhoes. 

26  This  brings  us  to  the  main  point,  which  yttt  the 

apolUcs  of  Chrift,  are  driving  at  in  f peaking  to  you, 
whom  we  look  upon,  and  would  treat,  with  the  utmoft 
refped  and  earned  folicitude  for  your  welfare,  as  ye  are 
rational  creatures,  that  are  capable  of  conGdering,  and 
have  immortal  fouls  to  be  fared,  or  loft  for  ever,  and 
as  ye  are  pur  brethren,  partakers  of  fielh  and  blood,  and 
children  of  the  promife  together  with  ourirbes,  even  all 
of  you,  whether  ye  he  the  natural  feed  of  Abtthmn*  or 
1 devqut  Gentile^  that  worlhip  (he  God  of  Ifratl ;  we,  its 
the  name  of  our  great  Lord  and  Matter,  do,  for  your 
caution  and  enponragement,  declare  to  all  and  every  one 
of  you,  that  the  gofpe],  which  thews  the  only  true  way 
of  fpiritnal  ai)d  eternal  (Ovation,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  Unow 
fent,  by  his  qommiffioo,  to  be  publilhed  to  you,  and 
freely  propofol  to  your  acceptance,  as  perfonsthat  need 

ftf  and  j^re  concerned  in  it,  tipqgh  i(  W4<  firit  of  sll  font 

|o 


i 
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*7  F  nr  the?  that 
dwell  at.  ferqfi- 
tem}  udtbcirm- 

Ut*i  btcwft  they 

knew  hfm  wot  t 

nor  yetiherniMj 
of  the  prophets 
which  Eire  read  c* 


(try  Jibbithday, 
they  haw  ftriftkd 
jAfttiu  coadnu* 

^  him* 


*8  And  thntijh 
they  fbond  no 
canfc  of  death  i* 
JJ w ,  yet  dufm^d 
they  Pilate  tlm 
he  mould  belUiiu 


*9  And,  when 

they  bad  faJIHfai 

all  that  wu  writ- 
ten  of  hin)t  they 
took  bit*  do  wn. 
,  fyowthitiVC,  and 

)didJ  him  Ijt  i  fe- 

pulchre, 


^  3  e  Bor  G.>1 

t'fftJ  bitO  Jfttfi* 
phe  dead. 


to  them  that  dwelt  at  Jerufalm  and  in  Judea  and 

C  aiiUe. 

17  For  to  take  off  toot  prejudices  againft  Jefot  of 
Nazareth,  on  account  of  His  ignominious  death,  and 
to  {hew  what  abundant  grace  is  in  his  heart'  to  the 
word  of  his  .enemies;  let  it  be  fcriouily  conGdcrtd, 
that  the  common  people  at  Jerufalm,  and  their  chief 
pr lefts  and  rulers,  who  fiirred  him  up  againil  him,  join* 
ed  together  in  procuring  his  crucifixion,  hecaufe  they 
really  did  not  know  who  this  Lord  of  glory  was,  nor 
yet  underfand  the  true  meaning  of  what  was  foretold 
concerning  him. by  their  own  prophets,  which  are  ’read 
In  their  fynagogues  every  fabbaeb'day :  (fee  the  note  on 
ver .  i  r.)  But  as  it  was  owing*  to  their  own  pervert- 
ads,  that  they  were  ftrangers  to  thefc  things ;  fo  their 
ignorance,-  and  their  wickedneft,  in  condemning 
him,  as  an  impoftor  and  malefa&or,  were  over-ruled, 
by  the  wrfdom  of  God,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
-themfelves  thereby,  unwittingly,  'and  contrary  to  their 
own  defig n,  exafkly  fulfilled  tbofe  very  prophecies  con¬ 
cerning  him  which  foretold  the  Mcuuh’s  (offerings 
and  death. 

28  And  though  they  could  prove  no  crime  upon 
him,  for  which  he  defaved  to  die  ;  and  rhe  Roman  go¬ 
vernor  bimfeff,  before  whom  he  was  tried,  declared 
that  he  found  no  fault  in  him,  {Luke  xxiii.  4.)  yet  .fo 
malicious  and  outrageous  were  they  againft  him,  that 
they  in  lifted,'  and  ioceflandy  pleaded,  till  they  prevail¬ 
ed  with  Pi/dfr,  even  againft  his  will,'  that  he  fhould  be 
’  put  to  death. 

29  And  when,  by  this  their  ill  ulage  of  him,  they 
had  accompliftted  all  that  is  recorded  in  .the  ancient 
prophecies,  relating  fo  the  manner  of  bis  death,  even 
to  the  moll  minute  cirCumitances  of  it;  they,  being 

allured  that  he  was  really  dead,  contented  to  Pilat/% 
order,  that  he  (Tiould  be  taken  down  from  the  croft, 
and  '(bould  be  laid  in  a  fepiilchrc,  as  one  that  ought  to 
be  buried,  and  kept  as  fecurely  as  pofliole  under  watch 
and  feat,  to  prevent  all;  fraud  in  removing  -his  body, 
and  all  falfe  pretences  thereupon,  that  he  bad  revived 
again.  ( Mattb .  xxvii.  58, — 66. 

30  But  notwithftandtng  all  their  malice  and  precau¬ 
tions,  God  railed  him  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day, 
to  vindicate  bis  character,  and  reftify  bis  own  entire 
approbation  of  him ;  and  to  (hew  that  his  law  and  jus¬ 
tice  were  coropleatly  fatisfied  by  his  fufferings  for  the 
fins  of  all  that  fhould-  believe  in  him. 

.  31  And,  to.  put  this  important  fait  pa  ft  all  difpute, 

the 


*;t  Aodhewai 

Sicca 


J 
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fen  many  day* 
of  tbcm  which 
c-mc  up  wkh 

him  from  Galilee 

u>  Jcmiilni,  sho 
arc  hit  witndlcf 
uato  tA«  pecplc* 


^1  And  wc  de¬ 
clare  unco  you 
gU  tiding*,  ™ 
chit  iht  promtfc 
which  was  nude 
unco  i he  fcrhcrs, 

; ;  God  bt  h 
fulfilled  the  fame 
unroot  rhrircMI- 
<Ucnt  10  that  he 
h.itS  ra'fed  up 
Jc  d^  again;  at  It 
i f-  *\*\>  wnt^co  in 
the  '.cmnrl  pja)mf 
Thuii  g*t  m 
thte  day  tme  I 
j^eguttea  thee; 


34  Atidai  con¬ 
tain  3  ;hat  he 
riiicd  him  op 
from  the  dead* 
no  more  to 

ream  u>  corrup¬ 
tion^  h^  fa id  on 
this  wifr,  1  will 
gWe  voo  the  fare 
mercies  of  Dix\ d» 


ijj 

thetifen  Saviour  was  feen,  and  converted  with,  at  Teveral 
times  afterwards,  in  the  fpace  of  forty  days,  by  a  great 
number  of  bis  difciples,  men  of  unqueflionable  repuca* 
tion  for  bonefty,  that  were  well  acquainted  with  him, 
and  bad'  often  attended  his  miniflry,  and  travelled  with 
him  from  Galilee  to  Jerufalem,  and  fo  could  not  mi  (take 
any  other  perfon  for  him ;  thefe  he  appointed  to  be 
witness  of  it*,  and  they  accordingly  have,  in  the  face 
of  all  oppolition  and  danger,  and  at  the  peril  of  their  lives, 
atteded  it  j  and  as  many  of  them  as  are  dill  living  con* 
tinue  to  alTert  it  to  the  people,  with  invariable  unanimity 
and  conftancy,  wherever  they  come,  to  this  very  day. 

32,  33  And  we  ourfelvss,  having  feen  the  Lord  Je- 
fus  fince  his  refurreftion,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ix.  ty.J 

Teadijy  join  in  their  teftimony;  and  are  come  hither  to 
proclaim  to  you  the  moil  joyful  tidings  that  ever  reach* 
ed  the  ears  of  the  finful  Tons  of  men,  viz.  That  God 

having  in  former  ages  made  a  gracious  promife  of  the 
Meffiah,  in  whom  all  nations  fhould  be  blefled,  and 
having  often  repeated  it  to  the  patriarchs,  our  pious  an* 
ceftorv,-  has  now  in  his  fait hfulnefs  actually  accompliQi* 
ed  it  to  us,  their  defcenJems,  and  the  imitators  of  their 
faith  i  forafmuch  as  he  has  given  the  highelt  proof  and 
demon ftration  of  the  divine  and  oflice-coara&er  of  our 
Jefus,  in  that  be  raifed  him  up  again  from  the  dead  j 
and  fo  fhewed  that  he  is  the  very  perfon  fpoken  of  in 
the  fecond  Pfalm,  where  the  eternal  Father  is  brought 
in,  as  faying  to  the  Media h,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day 
have  I  begotten  thee :  That  is,  thou  art  my  true  and 
proper  Son  ;  1  in  the  unfuccedive  day  of  my  eternity 
have,  in  an  ineffable  manner,  begotten  thee:  and  in 
the  day  of  thy  lefiirreftion  have  I  eminently  inaaifefled 
and  declared  it,  and  have  further  notified  thee  to  be 
Lord  and  heir  of  all,  as  the  firft-begotten,  and  fird-bom 
from  the  dead,  whom  J  have  raifed  to  all  the  honours 
of  thy  kingdom.  {Rev.l.  5.  and  Col.  i.  18.) 

34  And  it  is  plain  that  {°TI  *')  God  the  Father  railed 
him  from,  the  dead,  no:  to  die  again,  as  thofe  did 
whom  Chrift  raifed  in  the  days  of  his  flclh  on  earth, 
but  to  be  advanced  to  an  immortal  life  of  all  authority, 
glory,  and  blefiednefs  jn  heaven,  never  to  die  any  more, 
{Rom.  vi.  9  )  or  to  be  laid  again  in  the  grave,  which  is 
called  the  pit  of  corruptions  {/ft.  xxxviii.  17.)  For  in 
that  everlafling  covenant,  in  which  God  fpeaks  of  hts 
Sou,  {/fa.  Iv.  3,  4.)  an  a  witnefs,  leader ,  and  com~ 
_  n lander  of  the  people,  including  Jews  anti  Gentiles,  even 
fach  a*  compofe  this  alfembiy,  he  exprefTes  himfeif  to 
fhem  after  this  manner,  /  will  give  you  the  Jure  mercies 

of 
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tf  David,  meaning  the  great  mercies,  which  he  had 
freely  pro  mi  fed,  confirmed  by  Path*  and  would  certain¬ 
ly  perform  in  faithfulnefe  10  David  and  his  h wife*  re¬ 
lating  to  the  perpetual  bleffings  of  the  Meffiah**  feed 
and  kingdom*  {PfaL  lxxxix,  r,— $.  and  13, — 37*  and 
which  fhould  be  fulfilled  in  that  dependent  of  David, 
who  was  typified  by*  and  mentioned  under  the  name 
of  bis  royal  father ;  and  was*  by  way  of.  eminence* 
called  the  Son  of  David, 

is  wherefore  -  3$  Therefore*  (till  more  exa&ly  to  characterize  the 

wMthw*  rfri-a*  onty  *ree  MeffiaB,  he,.  In  -another  of  the  Pfalms,  is 
Tba  Jf  m  brought  in  as  faying,  with  holy  confidence,  to  God  bis 
ibrftr  thine  holy  Father*  ( Pfal,  xvi.  10.)  Thoq*  in  thy  mercy*  faithful* 
OnstotescorTap*  nefs>  and  juft  ice  to  roe,  and  rty  Caufe*  wilt  not  permit 

thy  Holy  One*  meaning  his  Anointed*  or  his  Chrilt,  to 
continue  fo  long  in  the  Rate  of  the  dead,  as  that  his 
body  fhould  be  corrupted  in  tbe  grave :  This  could  not 
be  literally  true  of  David  him  fell, 
j s  For  DtrU,  36  For  we  all  know*  that  after  David,  the  antient 
after  he  hod  ft™-  fci0g  ^  jfrMf  had  fulfilled  the  duty  of  bis  day,  in  the 

by  the  *ill  many  good  fervices  which  he  did  to  his  cotemporanes, 
of  Ood,  fell  «n  and  by  doing  which  he  was  a  public  bleffing  to  that 
1*eepl k^r*^****  agCj  according  to  the  commanding  and  difpoGog  will 
wST r*w  ewnip?  of  God  ;  he  then,  by-divine'  ordination,  refted  from 
tim:  bis  labours  at  death*  like  one  who*  after  the  toils  of  the 

day*  falls  afleep  at  night ;  and  thereupon  was  laid  in 
the  grave*  the  heufe  appointed  for  ad  Going,  (Job  xxx. 
23.)  as  his  anceftors  had  been  before  him  ;  and  his  bo¬ 
dy  has*  long  before  {his*  been  .turned  into  corruption 
and  dull. 

tr  Bothevhom  37  But  the  foreroentioned  words  were  remarkably 
God  railed  »pia  fulfilled  in  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  whom  God*  accor- 
no  coitvjv  ding  to  this  predi&ton,  raifed  again  on  the  third  day* 

before  the  time  that  a  dead  carcafe,  not  worn  with  fick« 
nefs,  nor  loaded  with  phyfic,  and  embalmed  as  the 
body  of  Jefus  was*  (John  xix.  40.)  ufes  to  puirify; 
and  fo  his  body*  fay  thefe  means*  as  well  as  by  a  fpeci- 
al  providepce*  was  not  fubjeft  to  corruption,  nor  will 
it  ever  be  fo  hereafter;  God -the  Father  having  now  ex¬ 
alted  him  to  an  immortal  ftate  of  glory*  that  by  his 
perpetual  agency  in  heaven  for  Goners  on  earth,  he 
might  be  a  public  bleffing*  not  to  that  generation  only* 
in  which  be  lived  here  below*  but  to  au  ages*  till  time 
(halt  be  no  more. 


ft  Ee  h  knows  '38  It  is  therefore  a -matter  of  vaft  importance  to  be 

Mnt«  you  there-  known*  and  taken  notice  of,  as  we  now  declare  it  ro 

tfarcC'bL  thro'  y°»  of  *he  human  race*  whom  we  delight  to  think 

dm  of*  and  /peak  to*  as  our  brethren*  and  .  hope  to  have 


Ch.  itli* 

rfrii  -  mao  b  - 
preached  onto 
jom  the  forglvc- 
Jiu; 


J9  Aod  by 
him  ell  that  br- 
ikre  arc  justified 
from  ill  things 
from  which  ye 
could  nqt  bit  jof- 

tificd  by  tbe  hw 
•f  Mofti* 


4  o  Beware, 
(hocf orc,tcft  that 

tpoie  ap6D  you 

which  is  fpotco 
Of  to  the  pn>- 
pbetk 


4tBcho1d,yer)e- 
Iprttn,  and  «oi>- 
dtr,  and  perish  ~ 
foe  I  work  a  work 

in 
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you  fo  in  Cbrift,  that  an  ad  of  grace  for  the  free  and 
fell  remilfion  of  fins  is  now,  by  a  divine  warrant,  -  pro¬ 
claimed  ro  each  and  every  one  of  you,  through  the  me* 
m,  and  on  account  of  this  Jefas,  who  was  partaker  of 
human  nature,  and  in  that  nature  was  once  crucified, 
and  is  now  exalted  at  the  Father's  right  hand  ;  that  up¬ 
on  this  ground  ye  fever  ally  may  be  encouraged  to  come 
to  God,  through  him,  for  this  ineftimahle  bluffing, 
which  involves,  and  leads  the  way  to  all  others. 

39  And  through  his  blood  and  rigbteoafneb,  who 
died  in  the  room  and  Head  of  finners,  and  lives  in  hea¬ 
ven  ro  make  interceffion  for  them,  every  one  that » 
brought  to  rely  upon  him,  -  and  receive  him  by  faitb,  as 
the 'only  Saviour,  is  fo  cotnpleatly  juftifitd,  as  to  be 
entirely  difeharged  from  the  guilt  of  all  his  fins  ,-e  veil 
of  fuck  as  are  fo  great,  that  no  facrifiee'  was  appointed 
for  them  in  the  ceremonial  law;  ami  as  to  be  freed 
from  all  the  condemnation  due  to  them,  from  which  he 
never  could  have  been  acquitted,  by  virtue  of  any 
works  commanded,  or  any  fenteuce  pronounced,  in 
any  pan  of  the  law  of  Mofcs. 

40  Take  heed  therefore  ro  yourfelves,  I  beJecch  you, 
efpecially  yon  of  the  Jewijb  race,  that,  through  tbe 
perverfeneu  of  your  own  hearts,  ye  do  not  obftinately 
rejc£t  this  our  gracious  errand  to-' you  $  left  that  awful 
'and  alarming  threatning  be  applicable  to,  and  eiceo~ 
ted  upon  you,  for  fo  provoking  a  fin;  in  the  utter  <Je-- 
ftruQioa  of  your  nation  in  this  world,  and  more  dread¬ 
ful  ruin  of  your  own  fouls  in  the  near,  which  God 
fpake  by  one  of  the  prophets,  {Habbak,  1.  5.)  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the' terrible  havock  that  was  made  by  the 
Chaldeans  on  tbe  Jews  of  that  age,  who  perfifted  in 
their  iniquities,  notwitbftanding  all  the  mefTages  be 
fent  fay  the  prophets  to  reclaim  them.  The  purport  of 
whofe  words,  as  they  may '  be  welt  accommodated  to 
the  ptrient  cafe,  is  this : 

41  Behold,  with  dread  and  horror,  the  irreverfible 

fenteoce  I  pronounce  againft  you,  O  ye  contemners  of 
niy  folemn  warnings,  and  of  my  kindeft  mefiages  of 
peace  to  you  ;  and  Hand  amazed  at  your  own  ftupidity 
and  perrerfeneb  in  njefting  them,  and  at  the  righte- 
ous  vengeance  that  is  coming  upon  you  on  tbis  account} 
yea,  let  your  faces  be  covered  with  pal  cue  &, 

and  hide  yourfelves,  for  fear  and  {ha me,  at  the  thought 
of  youraftonifiung  perdition  for,  and  in  your  iniqui¬ 
ties:  For,  in  this  prefent  age,  I  have  wrought  the 
greateft  work  of  mercy  chat  ever  was  brought  about 

in  the  redemption  of  ray  people ;  and,-  for  your  in¬ 
fidelity 
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lo  your  day*,  a 
work  vlrich  you 
fhall  in  no  wife 
believe,  though  a 

man  declare  It  no* 

to  you. 


4»  And,  when 

the  Jew*  were 

Smt  out  of  the 
u^gogue ,  the 
Gentiles  bdbught 
that  thefe  wordi 
might  be  preach¬ 
ed  to  them  the 
next  fiAbath. ' 


43  How,  when 
the  congrcgaiton 
w*i  broken  up, 
many  of  ibe  Jew* 
and  religion*  pro* 
fdytts  foJlrriwed 
Pad  sad  Bsrt»- 
bai;  who,  fpeak- 

log  to  thciu,  per* 
loaded  them  to 
continue  in  the 
grace  oT  God* 


fidelity  with  iefpc£t  thereunto,  I  will  bring  to  pals  a 
fofprifing  work  of  judgment  to  feme,  and  of  mercy 
to  others,  in  utterly  abandoning- you,  and  calling  tbe 
Gentiles  in  your  dead  j  neither  of  which  •  will  ye  regard, 
or  give  any  manner  of  credit  to,  though  it  be  ever  fo 
plainly,  fully,  and  demon  ft  rati  vely  declared  to  you,  by 

any  whom  I  have  commUEoned  to  allure  you  of  it* 

42  And  when  thofe  Jews  that  tefoknely  perfifted 
in  their  unbelief  were  fo  exafper?ted-  u  this  clofe  and 
touching  difoourfe  of  the  apofUe's,  that  they  went  out 
of  the  fynagogue,  to  ftiew  their  puBlie  dilutee  and  con- 
tempt -of  him,  and  of  his  do£bine,  yea,  and  of  Cbrift 
himfolf  whom  he  preached  to  them  £  then  the  Gendin 
eameftly  ia treated  him  to  favour  them  lb  far,,  aa  to 
preach  another  fermon  to  them  upon  the  folio wthg  fab* 
oath  *,  to  inftruA  them  in  the  important  truths  of  the 
gofpel,  which  fo  many  of  the  Jews  had  defptfcd,  and 
turned  their  backs  upon. 

43  Now,  when  the  allembiy  was  difinifled,  a  confix 
derable  number  of  Jews,  and  f  devout  Gentiles  were  fo 
affc&ed  and  tmprefTed  with  what  they  beard  of  Chrift 
and  the  forgtvenefi  of  fins  through 'faith  in  him,  that 
they  embraced  the  apoftles*  doftrioe and  fo  became 
followers  of  them  and  ..of  the  I^ord,  and  went  after 
them  to  their  lodging,  that,  they  might  be  further  in- 
ftrufted  tri  the  way  of  falvation  j  and  the  apoiUes,  re¬ 
joicing  to  foe  what  God  had  wrought,  in  them,  dif- 
courfcd  freely  with  them,  and  urged  upon  them  the  ne- 
cefiity,  the  jueafure,  and  advantage  of  their  continuing 
to  adhere  ftedfaftly,  in  their  hearts,  to  the  truths  of  the 
gafpel,  which  proceed  from  the  free  favour  of  God, 
dtfplay  its  glory,  raife  onr  hopes  in  it,  and  are  the 
means  of  conveying  its  hldfings  to  us  $  and  they  excited 
them  to  perfome  in  a  folemn  and  holy  profoflion  of 
thefe  .doctrines  of  grace.  [Heb.  xiii.  9,  and  1  Pfl- 

13O 

44  And 


VOTE. 


*  The  words  («*  ™  <ra.6ba1»)  ftbbarh*,hc  woddfpend  feme  time  ah  v*rU-* 

here  transited  the  next  /Matbf  arc  ■  wy  days  in  preaching  to  them  l  But  this,  togc- 
nnoommon  phraje,  md  might  be  molt  lire-  ther  with  a,  like  fenfeof  the  word  /urafu, 
ratty  rendered  between  the  fabhtbf  meaning  a?  fignifymg  the  ncxtt  or  fdbrmn^  ieeini 
IidwMA.ihuiibbuh  and  the  next ;  or  if  ibo  rather  to  favour  the  lenfe  given  In  Lbe  Para* 
vntd  (tntGCiflct)  be  taken  to  figntfy  a  met,  pfcrafc,  nolcl*  wc  alfc,  in  ver.  41.  take  the 
if  it  i*  3n  c bap,  sx.  7*  Lrfexvili.  11.  and  fihbach  to  fignify  the  week.  Yid*  PqL 
x*iv,  and  fcveni  other  place*,  they  may  Crit. 

be  rendered  m  the  mi  adit  if  the  wtk  ;  and  f  The  reEgltift  or  worfipfsxg  prcfclihtj 
were  it  not  that,  in  wr,  44-  we  arc  told,  all  (*r3-tycjv;t)  and  the  dct&ii  or  rffirpwrs  Gretit, 
the  city*  including  the  Gexdtat  came  tope-  and divtott  ffrjfau  or  wrfnppe rj,  (chap.  xvi. 
ther  the  next  fabtaih-day  tp  hear  the  von!  14*  and  xvft.  4*  17.)  were  proselytes  of  the 
of  God,  !  Qiotild  incline  to  under  Hind  ilttt,  p'i,  who  moimeed  idolatry,  and  eorlhlp- 
M  a  reqncft-  of  the  Gentile r,  that  ai  PW  Wi$  ped  the  God  of  Ifrae!*  Set  Kit  Jof  jUCw/e 

omployo!  !□  pmchingto  the  Jrwj  on  their  dlfit  ilh  p*  voh  1- 
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44  And  the 
neat  fiblntli-diy 
dme  itaottft  the 
*| tale  dty  toge¬ 
ther  10  bear  the 
word  of  God. 


54  Bor,  wkco 
tltc  Jevs  faw  the 
mnltfnde*,  they 
were  filled  vita 
envy, '  Hid  fpak£ 
apidift  thofc 

thing}  which  were 
ipokca  by  Pwl, 

contradicting  and 
blaspheming. 


44  And  as  Paul  and  Barnabas  kit  no '  means  unat- 
tempted,  for  private  ioftr option,  all  the  following  week¬ 
days;  ib  on  the  ‘  next  fabbatb,  they,  according  to  the 
earned  reqoeftlhat  bad  been  made  to  them,  [yer.  42,} 
took  an  opportunity  of  preaching  publickly,  and  parti* 
cularly  to  all  fuch  Gentiles  aslhouid  come  to  hear  them  t 
And  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  *,  even  the  idolatrous 
as  well  as  devout  Gentiles,  having  notice  of  it,  came  to* 
gether  almoft  uuiverfally,  (bme  out  of  cnriofity,  others 
with  worfe,  and  others  with  better  motives,  to  hear  the 
gofpel,  which  God  is  the  author  of,  and  which  be  had 
given  bis  fervants  a  commUTion,  now  at  length,  to 
preach  to  them*  {Chap.  t.  8.  and  Luke  xxiv.  47.) 

45  But  when  (he  unbelieving  Jews  faw  fuch  vsft 
crowds  aOemhled  together,  and  among  them  many  idt* 
tat  rout  Gentile  Si  to  attend  on  the  apolUes?  mitiitiiations, 
they  f welled  with  envy,  indignation,  and  rage,  at  their 
being  fo  openly  favoured  with  the  ’meflages  of  grace, 
aod  the  wing  fuch  attention  and  regard  to  its  preachers, 
as  Chtift  foretold  they  Would,  in  the  parable  of  the  el¬ 
der  brother's  being  angry  and  forty. at  the  return  of  the 
prodigal  fon,  ~^Luke  xv.  28,  29,  30.)  aod, they  fet  them- 
felves  to  cavil  and  difpute  again  ft,-  and-  run  down  the 
dodiines  that  Paul  preached  ;  and  not  only  difputed, 
but  fpoke  reproachfully,  in  an  outrageous  manner  a- 
gainft  them,  even  to  the  blafpheming  of  the  glorious 
name  of  the  Lord.  Jefus,  who  was  the  principal  fuhjeft 
of  the  apoftle*8  difeoutfe,  (vcr.  16,-41.)  and  blafpbe- 
roing  the  blefTed  Spirit,  as  if  all  his  gifts  and  operati¬ 
ons,  by  which  their  do&rine  was  delivered  and  confirm* 
ed,  were  impoftures  of  the  devil  f. 

46  But 

NOTE. 


*  It  appear*  from  the  fallowing  werief,  before:  Hina  the  gnfpcl  wai  gradually  po- 
that  feme  of  thu  vaft  multitude  ecn  ifcU*  btilWI,  firfl  to  the  Jirvj  and  pieAlyra  of 
trm*$  who,  upjfyi  the  niaonr  that  rightcourodk,  who  wtre  of  the  fame  chnrrh 

vik  fpreaj  ibrQad  of  this  new  doflrine,  join*  with  them;  then  to  fhc  C^/tjT  or 
ed  the  oflembly  of  the  religious  profeljra  to  pro&lytcs  of  the  gate;  and  now,  at  length, 
hear  what  it  fra*;  for  the  prophecy  rented,  to  the  kklatretu  GcutiUt-,  and  that  upon  tlirir 
avr.  4T<  relate*  10  them  j  and  it  *u  tiie  own  tequril  here,  u  it  had  been  to  Srrgiut 
apoftlc?  preaching  to  them,  thu  railed  the  Pa* hit  at  hi*  itqttil  before,  wr-.  7*  And, 
envy  of  the  J4wst  ver.  47.  and  pat  them  from  tbit  time  forward,  it  prearhal  hr 
upon  Birring  up  the  devout  women* pro JV  Paul  and  Jbnta&a. j  chiefly  to  tliefc,  though 
lytci  to  peritculc  P*#t  and  JSmsbas,  t ter*  not  without  firft  offering  it  to  the,  Jew*, 
jo*‘  Accordingly  they  are  called  (tw  ,r$vif)  where  there  were  any  of  them  in  the  pkcej 
the  Gttttifcs?  vrr*  4*1  4d,  4&*  In  diftin&ion  to  which  rxavldcr.es  ailed  ti-fe  apoffta. 
from  tie  prvfttytes  if  ibr  gait  ^  as  well  a*  from  (See  the  note  on  vrr,  4O*) 
the  Jcv/Ji  w.  rtf,  rf,  And  when  the  apo-  t  f  env ion*  and  matictras  ontraHft- 
fifes  returittd  to  vfaJfoefr,  they  reported,  {ch$p*  ing  and  bbfphcuttng,  under  aU  the  light  and 
atv.  17.)  how,  in  this  journey,  God  had  evidence  that  thefo  Jews  may  be  ibppaful  ta 
opened  *  door  of  faith  to  the  Gforito,  which  h«?-ti»d,  looks  very  like  the  fiaagunllthe 
ifcaft  meui  the  ifolam&t  Gentile^  bccanle  Holy  Ghoft,  which  our  Lord  fpoke  of  as 
ihst  door  had  been  Opened  to  the  drvwtGez*  what  fhould  amr  be  forgiven;  and  there¬ 
in,  ai  the  convcfliun  of  CfrwWfrx,  long  fore  it  u  no  wonder  that  thcapoULe,  on  this 
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46  Hen  Pul 
*nd  BaniiUat 
waxed  bold,  aod 
foist,  It  wai  need1 
fory  that  the  word 
of  God  Ibeuld 
frfl  hive  bees 
fpokco  to  you  1 
tot  feeing  ye  put 
h  from  you*  and 
judge  Tooridvei 
G  d  worthy  of  ertr- 

hAing  life,  Lo*  wt 
turn  to  the  Gen¬ 
tile*; 


4T  Fof  6  hath 

the  ]xnl  com- 


minded  us, 
tag,  I  ha^re  jet 
thee  to  be  a  light 
to  the  Gentiles, 
that  lb 00  OlooLIp 
eft  be  for  feta¬ 
tion  unto  the  cod* 
of  the  earth* 


■  4St  Aod  vhen 
tfoGcntita  beard 

this 


46  But  Paul  and  Barnabas,  being  infpired  with  a 
holy  zeal  for  their  Lord  and  Mailer's  glory,  and  the 
coDverCon  of  the  poor  idolatrous  Genii  lei,  and  rfilh  an 
undaunted  courage  and  reloJution,  which  the  prefen  t 
circumftances  of  things  Called  for,  replied,  with  awful 
boldnefs  to  thofe'/rwr,  faying.  The  privileges  of  birth¬ 
right,  which  belonged  to  you,  and  the  covenant  made 
with  your  fathers,  as  well  as  the  appointment  of  God/ 
and  Chrift’s  own  exprvfs  order,  laid  u$  under  a  neeeffi* 
ty,  which  wc  chearfully  complied  with,  of  publishing 
this  new  difpenfation  of  the  word  .of  God’s  grace,  in 
the  firjt place  to  you :  But  this  is  nor,  like  the  Mofaic 
difpenfation,  to  be  confined  to  you >  and  (ince  ye  fo 
fhamcfully  abufe  all  this  indulgence  and  kindnefs,  and 
So  openly  difclaim,  obftinattly  reject,  and  malttjoiifly 
vilify  thde  glad  tidings  of  falvation  by  Jefas  Chrift, 
and.  thereby  evidently  pads  judgment  again  ft  yourfeives* 
as  per fons  that  are  utterly  unworthy  of  any  further  ten¬ 
ders  of  this  blefled  do&rine  of  eternal  life  ;  behold  the 

wifdom  of  God,  as  feafonahly  difplayed  in  his  feyerity 
and  goodnefs  on  this  occafion  I  Our  way  is  now  plain} 
and  we  henceforth  (hall  make  no  fcruple  of  turning  a* 
way  from  fuch  defperate  refufers  *,  and  freely  preach* 
ing  Chrift  to  the  Gentiles,  of  what  rank  foever  they  be? 
and  this  we  are  impowered  to  do,  by  a  divine. warrant 
from  thofe  fcriptorcs  which  ye  yourfelves  own  to  be 
the  word  of  God. 

4f  Tor  this  is  not  only  what  the  Lord  Jefus  htmfelf 
has  commanded  us,  {ebap.  i.  6.)  but  what  God  the  Fa* 
ther  likewise,  in  3  famous  prophecy  of  tbefe  days,  has, 
by  juft  conftruftion,  enjoined  upon  us,  as  the  mini* 
fters  of  Chrift,  when,  in  a  foreview  of  the  unbelief  of 
(he  Jews*  be  faid,  by  way  of  encouragement  and  pro- 
naife  to  the  Meffiah,  {Ifa*  slix.  6.)  I  have  granted  and 
constituted  thee  to  be  a  glorious  light,  to  enlighten  the 
dark  minds  of  the  GenliUs,  that  thou  .mayeft  be  the 
fura  and  fubftance,  and  the  porchafer,  author,  and  gi¬ 
ver  of  a  fpiritual  and  eternal  fafration  to  them,  where- 
ever  they  are  fpread  abroad  in  all  nations,  cvfe*  to'  the 
ut  term  oft  pans  of  the  earth. 

48  And  when  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  heard  with  what 

u  “  Ik 

favour  tbe  apofUes  fjtokc  of  th*m9  a3  by  Warrant  and 

command 


NOTE, 

dcedkAh,  (poke  filch  feftre  thing*  againft  met  with  them,  (chp.  afaii.  x.)  Bnt  he 
then,  and  turned  to  the  G mbits*  (Set  ihe  meant  that  he  would  no  longer  preach  up 
Bott  w»  jt,)  thofe  refractory  Jmrit  at  iht*  Jxiwb,  and 

-  A  The  ipoftle  did  not  heieby  Intdfd  t bat .  wtfutd  no  coo  fine  hi*’  mlrttfhatkitH  tu 
he  Mold  new  preach'  again  to  any  of  the  that  fort  of  people;  bat  would  iaiBAUatcly 
Jryr;  for  we  find  that  after  thU,  it  was  Jiif  rhe  gofpel'  to  (fo  (jtxxl&y  and  tafo 

cafbfei  to  do  k  in  all  ocher  placet,  where  he  all  oppcrtuciiics  cror  afterwards  of  dotogfoi 
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»w*  they  •««  command  from  Chrifr,  and  from  God  bimfelf}  they 
£cd*tJw  wJdof  rej°'ced  to  think  that  they  might  be  admitted  to  alt  the 
the  Lord  ;  and  bleflings  of  the  gofpel,  without  being  obliged  to  fubraic 
"**"7  “  ««  to  circu  mcifion  and  the  ceremonial  law ;  and  they  won* 
Hi  life  beared!  derfully  cktollcd  the  doctrine  of  the  Lord  Jefas,  which, 

with  fo  much  condefcenfion  and  grace,  was  preached  to 
them :  And  though  many  of  thefe  were  only  like  the 

ftony  ground  hearers,  that  received  the  -word  with  joy, 
(Luke  viii.  13.)  and  like  the  attendants  on  ChrilVs  mi* 
niftry,  who,  when  be  was  opening  a  prophecy  Concern* 

ing  bimfelf,  -wondered  at  the  gracious  words  -which  pro¬ 
ceeded  out  of  his  mouthy  { Luke  iv.  12.)  yet  {«™)  fitch  of 

them  as  were  appointed  *,  or  laid  out  for  the  inheri¬ 
tance  of  endlefs  life  and  glory,  in  the  holy,  wife,  and 
fove reign  difpofaU  of  God,  according  to  the  eternal 
counfel  and  purpofe  of  bis  will,  (Epb.  i.  11.)  were  fo 
affedually  wrought  upon  by. his  Spirit,  that  they  belie¬ 
ved  in  Chrift  to  the  faring  of  their  fouls* 
hf  49  And  after  this,  by  the  diligent  and  fuccefsful  la* 

bours  of  the  apoftles,  and  by  means  of  thefe  Gentile  con¬ 
verts,  who  were  ready  to  tell  what  God  had  done  for 

their 


n  o 

*  A*  the  vord  rijpififs 

pojed  orfet'm  order t  io  dluiiofl  10  a  generis 
ordering  of  fiddlers  to  their  rdjpcftive  polls 
in  an  army*  at  wall  ts  ordahtd  or  appointed* 
1  have  taken  3a  both  fenfest  bat  cannot 
think  that  it,  hen  at  leaft,  fignifies  an  inter* 
nal  dffptfititit  of  heart*  much  left  that  thde 
pcrfiini  dr (fifed  tbemfclves  to  curnil  life  i 
fur  aj]  filch  diTpoftfions  an  from  God,  who 
v.wki  in  its  both  to  -anil  and  td  do  of  hh  good 
fleafzrt*  (Phil-  ii  13*)  and  are  rather  the 
fruit  and  ctmfequence,  than  the  caiiieof  that 
faith  1 trhkb  purifies  the  heart :  (chap,  xt*  p*) 
Nor  doer  it  appear  to  me, that  the  vert^rw* u 
rd  rirTa)  which,  in  its  fignUjcatiott,  la 
tractive  t  U  ever  ufod  in  the  New  TelU- 
tnenty  and  particularly  by  the  writer  of  this 
hiAory,  to  Jlgmfy  dlfpofihg  oat’*  feif,  or  de* 
ter  miring  one’t  own  inclinations-,  on  ids 
home  other  word  be  added  to  cxureli  that 
meaning  ;  the  principal  pafrage  pleaded  for 
it,  is  in  t hap-  xx*  1 3.  which  u  rendered, 1 
ire  vent  before  to  fiip,  and  failed  utt&  Ados, 
there  mten&ag  to  fake  /a  Paul,  for  fi  had  he 
appointed  tun  Jin  r  Bmfelf  ton  a-jUt.  But 
it  teems  to  me,  that  the  tme  urate  of  rheex- 
prefitorf  (OvJq  y&a  m  tathtajtftvQt)  is  net*  fir, 
p  had  he  appointed*  bnt  fir  Jb  U  umi  appointed* 
or  determined*  via-  by  an  agreement  between 
him  and  the  foip’s  company,  before  they  fee 
fail ;  they  agreed  beforehand  to  take  him  in 
at  becaufe  ho  had  a  mind  to  go  thither 
a* foot :  and  u  tbit  is  confenant  to  that  fenfc 
of  the  word,  by  which  God's  eriainhsf  per* 
Yei.  UL  | 


T  ■ 

fon$  to  life  is  erprdled  ;  fo  in  alt  other 
places,  where  bur  fared  hiftnrian  nfes  it,  it 
is  ftill  in  the  fime  fort  of  fenfr,  ns  patlkii- 
Jarly  in  chap-  and  xxtl  to.  and  xxvtii, 

13*  and  Lake  vii*  3*  and  dies  it  is  uful  in 
Matth*  xxvith  iff*  and  Pom-  xiiL  1*  which 
art  1]]  the  places  that  I  cm  meet  with  where 
h  is  fotuid  in  the  New  Teftatnrnr,  except 
1  Cor .  xvi.  if.  and  there  elajav  cstfuf  U  ren-’ 
dered,  ihcj  addtBed  themjetves ;  bot  as  new 
ther  thewfeivest  nor  any  thing  Ufce 

it,  is  added  in  the  place  before  os,  (here  is 
no  reafon  to  tiDderfhnd  it  of  thefe  performs 
being  melt  &ffifidt  or  dtffijtng  therrfilne*  to 
eternal  lift  <  for  1  take  their  bring  ordained 
to  eternal  life  to  be  mentioned,  not  in  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  contradiftiug  and  hbfpfk  mirtg 
Jew*  fpoken  of  in  ver*  45*  but  in  dtltinc* 
tlon  from  others  of  this  company  that  mere 
glad*  and  glorified  tie  word  of  ih  herd*  who 
are  fpoken  of  in  tbe  former  pan  of  this  vrrfr. 
Thefe  formed  as  much  difpofed  for  ciernd 
life  as  the  idt  j  but  while  the  work  went  no 
further,  than  to  ftir  up  affeftions  of  joy  and 
wonder  Io  them,  there  were  others  of  that 
applauding  multitude,  in  whom  it  proceeded 
to  laving  faith,  even  in  Aich  as  mere  or* 
deitted  of  Gad  ttnto  mrnal  Rje  ;  and  fo  it  in* 
rimaies,  not  that  all  the  deft  in  that  aflcin- 
bly  believed  at  tbe  fame  time;  but  that  a* 
nong  them,  in  whom  there  were  Aich  pio- 
miliug  appearances,  ihofo  that  were  dioicn 
to  ererod  life  did  lavlngly  bdieve* 

L 
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word  of  iW  fjOFXl 
was  puhiidini 
throughout  ill 
the  region. 


jo  But  the  Jews 
/Hired  up  the  do 
V  oting  honour 
vblc  wotwrt,  and 

the  chief  men  of 
the  city,  an  A 
uifed  perfection 
again ft  Paul  nod 
fUrnabut,  an  4  ex¬ 
pelled  then)  out 
of  tlidr  craAsi 


jr  But  they 
Ihook  01T  the  doll 
of  their  feci  a- 
giiaft  them*  and 
Came  cuco  leo- 

niuou 


ya  And  thedi- 
ftiplesurer  filled 

witlip^i  and  with 

the  ILoJ j  Gboft. 


their  fouls,  and  were  very  defirous  of  the  fal  ration  of 
others ;  the  gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which  was  fo  full 
of  him,  and  derived  its  authority  from  him,  {*«wT«) 
was  carried  and  divulged,  with  rich  advantage,  through 
the  whole  country  of  Pijidia.  {ver.  14  J 

50  But,  as  has  been  obferved,  {ver.  45.)  the  infidel 
Jews  were  fo  enraged  at  the  idolatrous.  Gentiles  being 
received  into  the  kingdom  of  the  Metfiah,  that  they, 
having  little  intereft  in  thofe  parts  themfelves,  ufed  their 
utruoft  endeavours,  by  artful,  malicious,  and  fcands- 
lous  renrefenratioos,  to  provoke,  and  dir  iipfome  women 
of  quality,  who  were  zealous  prbfdytes  of  the  gate ; 
and,  by  their  means,  roincenfc  the  chief  magi  urates 
of  the  city  againft  tbe  apoftles  and  their  do&rine ;  and 
fo  they  Ipirited  up  a  violent  perfection  againft  Paid 
and  Barnabas ;  infomuch  that  orders  were  iuued  out  to 
bantlh  thefe  kind  meflcngers  of  peace  from  thofe  terri¬ 
tories  ;  and -they  were  forced  to  fly  for  their  own  fafety, 
which  providence  over-ruled  for  the  Hill  further  pro¬ 
pagation  of  the  gofpel. 

51  But  at  leaving  that  city  and  its  borders,  they, 
according  to  our  Lord's  direftion  and  order,  {Luke  ix. 
5.)  (hook  off  the  duft  of  their  feet,  to  teftify  a  juft  ab¬ 
horrence  and  contempt  of  this  wicked  and  ungrateful 
people,  and  God's  calling  off  all  further  care  and  ktnd- 
nefs  for  them::  And  rhenthefe  indefatigable  preachers 
proceeded  to  Icomwng  the  chief  city  of  Lycaoniat  a 
neighbouring  province  in  the  Lejfer  Afxa . 

ca  In  the  mean  white,  the  difciples  of  Chrift  at  the 
Pifidlan  Antioch,  efpecially  thofe  of  them  that  had  been 
converted  from  heathcaiun  ;  though  they  bad  Soft  the 
defirable  company  of  the  apoftles,  and  feen  the  inhu¬ 
man  persecutions  they  fuffered;  vetobferving  with  what 
faith,  patience,  and  holy  magnanimity  they  endured 
them,  were  filled  with  abundance  of  divine  oonfolation, 
and  were  like  wife  enriched  with  fuch  affiftances,  graces, 
and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  as  confirmed  their  faith, 
and  infpired  them  with  a  noble  courage  in  their  profef* 
(ion  of  it  *. 


RECOL- 


NOT  E. 

*  Thrffc  were  the  (if ft  cottfidcrable  church  x;  And  it  w  highly  probable  that, 
thit  was  gathered  from  among  ihc  Lhtalrvxi  Holy  Gboft  fdl  down  imm tdkttftlj  upon  ths 
G&tftiei  at  this  Axtiub?  xir-  aotirt  firft  froiisof  the  arotut  Gtntdciy  x* 

ii.)  though  the  door  of  faith  had  Iwen  o-  44,4 fl>  he  did  tipon  this  firft  company 
pened  to  them  at  the  illc  Paphasy  t »rr,  4*  a$-  of  converts  from  gracing  the  ifoiairQttt  GW 
the  firft  famous  church  was  gathered  from  a-  fi/ct;  ami  that  in  this  manner,  uit  hurt  the 
song  the  proftlyttk  of  the  gate,  dt  the  other  laying  on  of  die  apo/Uca  Lands,  they  vne 
jfofctb'jti  Syritf,  vcr.  1.  after  the  tike  door  filled  «itb  the  Holy  Gholl  uiKitrxUioi^i- 
lutl  Ikcd  opened  be  Cx/irt*  19  them,  c&p.  Dary  giftt*  a*  vrd]  at  faring -graces. 
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RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  important  arc  the  directions  of  Cod's  Spirit  and  Providence  for  due  mi- 
mftrntions  of  his  gofpel  i  He  lays  out  the  work  of  bn  frrvanta,  qualifies  them  for 
it,  calls  and  frparates  them  toil,  in  ways,  among  people,  and  by  means  of  his 
own  appoint  merit,  and  fucceed*  them  In  it*  And  with  wh.it  plea  fu  re*  courage, 
and  hope  may  they  fet  about  it,  when  they  are  fatisfied  that  he  has  fent  them  ! 
But,  alas!  how  great  is  the  opposition,  that  Satan  and  his  ir.ftnimcnts  make,  to 
the  moft, gracious  and  holy  revelation  of  the  divine  will,  efpecially  when  the 
greateft  linnm,  who  had  long  been  his  (laves;  are  like  to  be  converted  by  it  I  All 
the  arts  of  forevry  on  one  hand,  and  of  infidelity  on  the  other ;  all  the  fury  that 
Mind  seal,  bigotry*  temporal  irdcrefts,  and  envy  tan  infpirc ;  and  all  the  power* 
of  this  world,  arc  (Hired  up  to  fupprefs  it,  and  the  work  of  Cod  by  it :  and  yet 
to  weapon  formed  againfi  (Hall  profper;  but  the  word  of  talvMion,  at¬ 
tended  with  the  power  of  the  blcffcd  Spirit,  (hall  fo  much  the  more  run,  and 
fpread,  and  be  glorified.  And  O  what  joyful  tidings  does  the  gofpel  hring  of 
the  promt  fed  Saviour,  for  wbofe  coming  all  former  tlifpen  fat  ions  to  fr/w/  s>iv  pa¬ 
red  the  wa^  till  John  the  Bab  lift  was  raifed  up  as  his  immediate  fore-runner; 
and  who -was  crucified  and  raffed  again  from  the  dead,  according  to  Old  Tcfia* 
ment-prophecies  of  the  ^leffiah  !  With  what  infinitely  wife  and  fcafbtuiblc  ad¬ 
vances  has  the  knowledge  t;f  Chrift  fpread,  and  prevailed  in  our  world  !  He, 
through  the  wonderful  cond<  fee ufi on  and  grace  irfGod,  is  now-  preached,  even 
to  the  worft  of  GtniiU  tinners ;  and  the  gofpcl  of  folvation  U  now  font,  by  a  di¬ 
vine  order,  jto  us,  who  live,  fo  diltant  from  Paiqjtinti  in  the  ends  of  the  earth  ! 
Chrift  is  now  fet  up  as  a  light  to  us,  and  through  him  is  preached  to  us  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins*  O  happy  fouls,  who  heartily  be’ieve  in  a  once  crucified,  and 
now  rifrh  Jefus  !  They  were  onlaincd  to  eternal  life  before  all  worlds,  arc  com¬ 
pletely  juftifivd,  through  the  Redeemer's  blood  and  rightcoufuefs,  from  ail  fins 
and  charges,  from  which  they  conld  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  Mtfts ;  and, 
under  a  fenfe  of  this,  they  not  only  think  and  fpeak  honourably  of  the  word  of 
the  Lord ;  but  are  filled  with  holy  joy,  and  have  Rich  fupplits  of  tbe  divine  Spi¬ 
rit,  as  are  needful  for  their  dUblilhment  and  edification j  and  they  are  encoura¬ 
ged,  aa  well  as  obliged,  to  continue  in  tlxrdudtrine  of  the  grace  of  Godi  in  tbe 
cxercife  of  every  grace^  and  in  a  proftffion  of  Chrift’s  name  and  gdfpcl,  with  holy 
l-uldneft,  not  with  landing  all  the  perfection  they  may  fufFer  for  his  fake.  Hut^ 
c -a  the  other  band,  how  dreadfully,  at  their  peril,  do  unbelievers*  and  efpcdally 
fuch  as  are  vifibly  in  covenant  with  God,  reject  and  defpife  the  only  Saviour,  and 
Ut  theml'elves  to  reproach  his  fervants,  truths,  and  ways  i  They  refolurcly  pet 
away  the  gofpd  and  eternal  life  from  themfclves,  and  provoke  God  to  caft  them 
(ffiin  his  hot  diJpIeafurc,  as  a  people  whont  hejuftly  abhors;  and  they  inuft  pc- 
rifli  with  aftonifiiment  and  confufion  for  ever.  But  bleffed  be  God,  that  while 
(bme  defperately  harden  their  hearts  agaluft  Chrift,  and  others  only  applaud  the 
doiftrineof  (alvation  by  him ;  he  has  a  people  that  fh.tli  believe  in  him  to  evcrlaft- 
iug  life ;  and  among  theft  there  are  fome,  who,  like  Strgiuj  Panins*  arc  men 
of  fenfe  and  figure ;  and  others,  who,  like  the  idolatrous  heathens*  arc  the  molt 
vile  and  ftupid  finnersr  fofree,  fovereign,  and  victorious  is  gofpcbgraee  ! 


CHAP.  XIV. 

Paul  anrfBarnaSaE  preach  the  gtfpel  at  Tconium,  from  whence  they  are 
driven  by  a  Jewifli  perfeeution  to  neighbouring  t  owns t  I»— 7*  ^ 

Lyftra  a  cripple  it  miraculoufly  healed,  and  the  people  thereupon  are 
fcaree  refrained from  offering facrifices  to  the  two  apofiles ,  at  incar¬ 
nate  gods ;  and  jet  foon  after,  by  the  injiigation  of  the  Jew?,  they 
j toned  Paul,  till  they  thought  they  had  killed  him,  8, — 20.  The  n- 
Pojlles  vifit  the  churches  which  they  had  lately  planted,  to  confirm 

La  them, 
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themt  and jet  tic  pa/I  or s  in  them ,  2 1, — 23.  And  then  return  to  An¬ 
tioch  hi  Syria,  to  report  what  Cod  had  doney  by  theuit  in  tbit  their 
jirji  journey  among  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  24, — 28. 


t«  *t.  Paraphrase* 


AND  it  tameta 
‘  p.:f5  in  tco* 
nitim  that  rky 
went  both  toge¬ 
ther  into  the  »V 
isagogne  of  the 
Jt*3f  and  To 
fpjke,  tkt  a 
Urnt  multitude 
bulb  of  the  Jcw£, 
and  ilfo  of  live 
Urcck$t  believed. 


"XT7HEN  Paul  2nd  Barnabas  were  at  the  foremen-* 
'  *  tioned  Iconium,  [ebap*  xiii.  51-*)  they,  ftill  con* 
tinuing  the  cuftom  of  offering  the  gofpel  firft  to  the 
Jtvssy  repaired  to  their  fynagoguc  at  the  time  of  public 
worflup »  and  went  into  it  together,  to  fhew  their  joint 
concurrence  in  their  Lord’s  work*  and  their  mutual  af* 
feCtion  to  each  other,  as  well  as  to  add  the  greater  weight 
to  their  teflimony  $  and  thefe  apoftles  preached  to  the 
people  there,  in  To  deaf  and  convincing,  judicious  and 


fcriptural,  moving  and  affectionate  a  (nanner*  like  per* 
funs  who  heartily  believed  the  importance,  as  well  as 
the  truth  of  the  do&rincs  they  delivered,  and  were  ear* 
neftly  concerned  for  the  Crivation  o£  their  hearers*  and 
they  fpoke  with  fuch  evident  demon  ft  ration  of  the  Spirit 
and  power,  to  the  heart  and  confidence,  that  abundance 


both  of  Jews  and  Gent  He  profelytes  of  the  gate,  who 
were  called  devout  Greeks^  and  ufed  to  attend  fyna* 


1  Bar  the  un- 

briicvmg  Jc*« 

itirrerl  wp  (he 
(-entile  ,  4lk1 
iui^c  their  minds 
evil  -  atlcctad  a- 
jptinfi  the  bre¬ 
thren. 


gogue-worfhip,  believed  in  Chrift  as  the  only  Saviour. 

2  But  the  greater  fuccefs  the  gofpel  had,  the  more 
the  devil  was  enraged  at  it;  and  thofe  Jrwi  that  perfided 
in  their  infidelity,  finding  they  bad  not  ftrength  enough 
of  themfclvcs  to  put  a  (lop  to  it,  fet  their  wits  to  work, 
to  fpirit  up  the  idolatrous  Gentries,  into  an  oppofition  a* 
gain (l  it ;  and  by  injurious  and  malicious  fugge (lions, 
prejudtfed  their  minds,  not  Qnly~againft  the  a po flies  and 
their  doctrine,  but  likewife  againfl  all  thofe,  whether 
Jen it  or  Greek j,  and  efpecialJy  the  latter,  that  were 

newly  converted,  and  become  brethren  in  the  houihoid 
of  faith.  1 


3  Long  time  3  The  apoftles  therefore  *  fpeht  a  confiderable  time 
tWcforc  abode  at  tLie  City,  to  take  off,  and  confute  the  prejudices  that 

hoMiy  3n  *  the  had  been  raffed  again  ft  the  glorious  truths  which  God 
Liitir,  whi:-h  gave  had  fo  abundantly  owned  \  and  they  fpofce  publicly  and 
tciiinaoiiy  bojo  wUh  great  liberty  of  fpirit,  undaunted  courage, 

and  holy  confidence,  in  the  caufe  ef  the  Lord  Jcfus,  and 
by  his  powerful  afTilbuice,  as  perfoits  united  to  him ; 
who  ftrengthened  them  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the 
inward  man  ;  and  bore  witnefs  of  the  divine  authority 

of 


K  o  T  R, 

*  Sfim?  critic*  ohJbrve,  (hat  the  panicles  rajje :  But  as  l  cannot  bring  both  fenfes  istn 
m.iy  U  renJcrpl  /e^  inf}  rad  a  c^nfcftem  paraphrase,  and  this  rend  cm  £ 

of  therefore  \  ai;J  lb  think  ilwr  rhu  refen  m  J>ein5  not  to  be  the  moft  genuine  and  ufuai, 
the  time  which  the  apoftln  had  fpent  at  Lo*  t  rather  prefer  that  which  ourinnlUibn  his 
m before  the  Tetej  (Hcred  up  the  G&itikt  girca  us  with  undoubted  propriety, 
agriuft  them,  and  gives  the  icafim  of  their 


Ch.  X1T« 
lb  wwl  of  fan 

grice,  lodEiuit* 
<J  figd$  StIM  WU- 

den  to  be  done 
by  their  binds* 
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*6s 


4  But  flic  mo U 
litudc  of  the  city 
was  divide  J :  end 
part  held  with 

the  jews,  aud 
pare  with  the  k- 
pofllcs. 


j  And  when 
there  was  an  if* 
fault  trade  both 
of  the  Gentile** 
alfo  of  the 

vith  their 

luleri,  to  ufe  Hum 
defpiltTul! y,  and 
lv  Bone  them. 


6  They  wnc 
w^re  «t  cr,  and 
fled  unto  Lyilra 
and  Dcrbc,  chics 
of  Lyacooh,  and 
unto  the  region 
tint  lieth  round 

about. 


j  And  there 
they  preached  the 
gofpcU 

8  And  there  fit 
a  certain  man  at 
Lvftrt*  impotent 

hi  his  feetj  being 
a  cripple  from 
his  martini's 
wfMnhj  who  never 
b:;d  walked. 


p  Tlie  fame 
Piol  fpr  jk : 
who  ftcdfrrtiy  hc- 
hi oi,  and 
t:cioeiviiig  tlirtt 

be 


of  the  gofpel,  which  fprings  from,  and  contains  the  rich- 
eft  difeoveriee  of  his  own,  as  well  as  the  Father's  free 
and  undefer ved  grace,  by  enabling  them  to  perform  fuch 
wonderful  miradcs  of  various  kinds,  as  could  he  no  Ida 
than  an  attt  Ration  to  it  from  God  himfelf*  (See  the 
note  an  chap,  i u  22.) 

4  And  (*r)  notwithftanding  the  malicious  endeavours 
of  the  . unbelieving  Jews  ro  iiicenfe  the  citizens,  who 
were  chiefly  GentiUs^  fo  many  were  wrought  upon  by  the 
apoftles*  mini  ft  rat  tons,  that  there  was  a  great  divition  be* 
tween  them  ;  one  party  Tiding  with  the  obltmarc  Jnvtj 
and  the  other  with  Paul  and  Barnabas^  which,  for  a 
while,  re  ft  rained  the  perfecution. 

5  But  (Jt)  when,  at  length,  the  oppnfing  parrty  of 
borii  Jews  and  Geniilts^  combined  together  with  the 
magillrates,  whom  they  had  gained  over,  to  make  an 
open,  violent  attempt  for  running  down  and  destroying 
theapofties,  by  reviling  them,  and  (toning  them  to 
death,  as  blafphcmers,  {Dent*  xiii.  6,-— io.)  in  like 
manner,  and  for  the  fame  caute,  as  Paul  himfeU  in  the 
days  of  his  blind  zeal  and  unbelief,  had  coufent?d  to 
the  (toning  of  Stephen*  ( Chap .  vith  i «) 

6  The  apoftks  being  informed  of  this  barbarous  con-* 
{piracy,  in  which  the  molt  inveterate  enemies  one  to 
another  were  united,  under  Satan’s  influence,  again  ft 
Chrift,  and  again  ft  his  tervants  and  gofpel,  haftened  a- 

way  with  all  fpeed  from  thence,  and  went  to  Lyftra, 
and  Derbty  two  other  towns  or  cities  of  Lycaonia 9  unci 
to  the  neighbouring  villages,  that  they  might  fpreaJ 
the  gofpd  in  thote  places,  according  to  our  i^ord’s  di¬ 
rection  for  improving  fuch  events*  ( Matth*  x.  23.) 

7  And  they  preached  the  glad  tidings  of  faivatlon 
with  good  fuccefs,  (vtr*  ar,  22*)  in  thefe  cities,  and 
in  all  parts  of  the  country  round  about. 

8  And  while  they  were  one  day  preaching  at  Lyjlra% 
the  inhabitants  of  which  were  mostly  heathens,  there 
fat  in  the  aflimbly  a  certain  man,  who  was  lame  in 
his  feet,  and  had  been  fo  great  a  cripple  from  his  very 
birth,  that  he  had  never  been  able  to  walk  j  the  wifdoni 
of  Providence  having  brought  him  thither,  that  the  a- 
poftles  might  have  an  opportunity  of  working  a  public 
miracle,  to  confirm  their  dodrine,  at  their  tirit  coming 
among  this  idolatrous  people. 

9,  ro  This  man  was  very  attentive  to  Pant's  difenurfr, 
who  fixing  his  eyes  ftedfaftly  upon  him,  and  percei¬ 
ving,  parity  by  bis  terious  countenance  a*id  behaviour, 
but  principally  ly  an  extraordinary  fpirit  of  dicer ning, 
that  he  believed  and  hoped  111  :he  power  of  Chrifr  for  a 

cure. 
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Cht  sin 


li«  had  faith  to  be 
healed* 

i  o  Said  with  a 
toiul  voice,  Sunil 
u  p  r^lu  cm  thy 
feet*  A  iid  he 
leaped  and  walk¬ 
ed  < 


ii  At!t1  when 
th-  p r*  ijiie  faw 
V  hat  I'aul  lud 
done,  they  lift  up 
their  voitvs,  fly¬ 
ing  hi  ihv  ipeech 
of  I>y rioma^Thc 
g^cis  arc  time 

clo  *rni*j  us  in  I  he 

Jikeacfk  of  pigu* 


tr  And  they 
pi  fed  Ihivir.hiSj 

J»tpliefrand  P:sol, 
Mercuiius,  be- 

-caute 


cure,  was  filled  with  compaffion  toward  him,  and  faid 
with  a  loud  voice,  that  all  the  people  might  hear,  and 
the  work  of  God  might  be  made  manifdt,  I  command 
you  *  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  whom  I  preach, 
and  id  whom  you  believe,  to  rife  up  immediately,  and 
ftand  on  your  feet :  And  he  no- fooner  fpake,  than  the 
man  nimbly  fprung  up  with  abundance  of  joy  j  and,  to 
ihew  that  he  was  perfectly  recovered  to  tne  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  walked  about  in  the  prefence  of  all  the  company, 
which  he  had  never  been  capable  of  doing  before ;  And 
fo  the  gofpel,  foon  after  it  was  firft  preached  to  the  tdo~ 
tat  ran  Gentiles,  was  confirmed  with  juft  the  fame- fort 
of  miracle,  by  the  apollle  Pauly  as  it  had  been  by  the 
apoftlc  Petert  quickly  after  it  began  to  be  publiOied  to 
the  Jewiy  in  his  healing  one  at  the  gate  of  the  temple, 
who  had  like  wife  been  born  a  cripple,  {chap,  iii,  i, 
&c<)  both  of  which  were  lively  emblems  of  the  fpirinial 
impotence  of  all  mankind,  whether  they  be  Jews  or 
Ce/itilesy  from  their  birth,  and  of  the  power  of  divine 
grace  to  putflrength  imoihem,  for  walking  in  tbe  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gboft. 

it  And  when  the  idolatrous  Gentile  part  of  the  audi* 
tory  faw  what  an  undoubtedly  miraculous  cure  was 
wrought,  in  an  in  ft  ant,  at  Paufs  only  fpeaking  a  few 
■Words,  they  were  exceedingly  aftonidied ;  and,  in  an 
ecftacy  of  joy,  cried  out  aloud,  as  with  one  voice,  in 
their  own  Lycaonian  language,  which  was  a  dialed  of 
the  Greek  tongue,  Thefe  are  certainly  two  of  our  gods, 
whom  we  worfhip,  that  are  come  down  from  heaven  +, 
as  we  have  heard  they  fometimes  do,  in  the  lhape  of 
men,  to  make  a  kind  vtfir  to  us.  . 

12  And  as  tiarnahas  feemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  the 
mod  venerable  afped,  and  advanced  age  and  ftatare, 
and  mail  upon  the  referve  of  the  two ;  they  imagined 
and  pronounced  him  to  be  Jupiter,  their  chief  god ; 
And  as  they  accounted  Mercury ,  to  be  the  mefienger, 
ar.d  interpreter  of  the  mit)d  and  will  of  their  fuperior 

deities. 


N  O 

*  Several  copies  ami  verfinns,  mention 

thclo  word*  to  the  nipple* 
Mi  tht  fled iC  rtf  tb?  l^rd  J <fits  :  {mV*  Ai  U!,  fje 
AHil  ac  may  lie  iwc  that  this  was  im¬ 
plied,  and  Ionic  wav  tntiwaitd,  and  can 

but  that  if  exprefled  in  fo 
pv-li.k  W|'»rcE&'  on  filch  a  reiUHt-kabJeoccallnn, 
its  m,  \v,  it  vi  thi  ^ofpel  to  iFic 

tilnl'ttioil*  Gwzf+s  t  Jjnre  this 'Jl«S  th<  uftt-ii 
\v-,y  in  '.vMfh  he  and  the  other  tpofVles 
th>ii*  mirus-ic*-  trg:con  chip* 

’j  J:  wjis  a  mmcin  nation  amon£  the 
ivhkh  they  hid  taken  /tom  the 


T  E  s,  r 

phiiufMphm  »  well  as  poets*  that  tbrir  god* 
were  in  ihape  like  men*  and  merer  appeared 
in' any  richer  form-  Sec  Grotlm  and  Whitby* 
Cat  bw  amialiigty  did  the  prince  of  ditk* 
nefs  blind  the  minds  of  then)  who  believed 
not  i  thai  though*  under  Ms  inficcnec,  the 
Jntrs  would  not  own  ChritTs  Godhead,  but 
frcrlijccd  him  to  thdr  rage*  uhik  they  Jaw 
Join  work  innumcribk  miracles;  yet  the 
htjrhcu*  were  fci  ftopiil,  as,  on  feeing  mm 
TTiATr&l  men  perform  oiic  wonderful  work, 
to  deify  them*  ard  go  about  to  trett  it £at 
wuh  aalWcr-bk  homage* 


Cti.  X!7. 

r;infc  hc-wif  the 
chief  Jpeafccr* 

13  Then  the 
prieit  of  Jupiter, 

which  vu  hefort 

therrcil7,br(ffl  flht 
ojten  and  garlaudi 
nnto  the  gate?, 
vid  would  hart 

done  fieri  fee  with 

the  people*  ' 


14  ETtoYi  when 

thu  apoftlea,  flar¬ 
ing  and  PjjjiI, 
heard  tf\  they 
rer;  their  clothe*, 
and  ran  in  amo^g 
the  people,  cry¬ 
ing  out. 


if  And  fayiog* 
fiiri,  why  do  ye 

ihefe  thing* :  We 
jI'o  are  men  of 
hke  paflkfis  wi;h 
yon,  and  preach 
L'titoydii  ilut  \c 
ftimilil  turn  from 
vanities  u»- 
to 


t&  Acts  of  the  Apostles  par&pbraf&L  itfy 

deities,  and  the  atjAdam  of  Jt ipiter,  whenever  he  de¬ 
fended  to  this  lower  world  ;  they  agreed  that  it  was 
he  who  appeared  in  the  form  of  Paul,  becaufe  this  a* 

poftlc  was  the  moft  free  and  forward  id  difeourfe  and 
s£tic>n. 

13  Then  the  prieft  of  Jupiter,  hearing  how  the  peo* 
pie  cried  them  up  fbr  gods,  and  Tpokc  of  one  of  them 
as  the  deity,  to  whom  he  ufeif  to  officiate  before  hla 
image  in  the  temple,  which  flood  in  the  fuburbs  of  the 
city,  as  its  patron  and  guardian,  thought  it  his  duty 
to  pay  religious  homage  to  them;  and  therefore  he,  at¬ 
tended  with  avail  multitude  of  the  iJolut/ous  inhabi¬ 
tants,  went  in  iblemn  proccflton  to  the  gates  of  the 
houfe  where  tbe  a  po  files  lodged,  and  brought  with 
them  oxen,  crowned  with  garlands  of  flowers  and  rib¬ 
bons,  to  intimate  that  they  were  dedicated  to  the  ho* 
nour  of  their  idols;  and  they  defigned  to  offer  the  oxen 
in  facrifice  to  Barnabas  and  Paul,  and  to  place  the  gar¬ 
lands  upon  their  heads,  in  like  manner  as  they  were  u- 
fed  to  crown  the  ffatutesof  their  ii&kious  deities; 

14  But  the  apoftles,  Barnabas  nnA  Paul,  perceiving 
their  idolatrous  intent,  were  fo  far  from  allowing  of  it, 
and  being  pleafed  with  it,  as  fome  of  the  heathen  em¬ 
perors  were  wirh  the  divine  honours  that  were  paid  to 
them,  or  as  Herod  was  with  the  blafphemous  (bouts  of 
the  people,  when,  in  applaufes  of  his  oration,  they 
cried  out,  It  is  the  voice  of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man,  (chap, 
xii.  ai,  27*)  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  were  extremely 
(hocked  at  it;  and,  in  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  rent 
their  garments,  in  teftimony  of  their  indignation,  grief, 
and  abhorrence,  and  immediately  rulhed  into  the  croud, 
calling  out  to  them  with  the  greateft  vehemence  to  for¬ 
bear. 

16  And  they  reafoned  with  them,  faying.  Sirs,  what 
do  ye  mean  by  this  impious  and  abfurd  attempt?  Tho* 
we  are  meflengers  fent  with  a  divine  com miffum  to  you, 
who  have  us  in  fo  high  admiration,  we  can  by  no  means 
admit  of  your  invading  the  prerogative  of  God  in  wor- 
(hipping  ys:  For  fo  far  are  we  from  being  gods  in  hu¬ 
man  fhape,  that  we  are  mere  mortal  men,  who  have 
our  natural  and  filiful  infirmities,  and  have  human  bo¬ 
dies  and  fouls,  of  the  very  fame  frailty  and  afleftions 
with  your  own ;  And  the  great  deftgn  of  our  doctrine, 
is  to  bring  you  off  from  all  vain  imaginations  of  deity 
in  thofe  whom  ye  call  gods,  but  who  really  are  not  fti; 
and  to  turn  you  from  all  your  idols,  which  are  either 
lifelefs  things.  Or  dying,  impotent,  and  unprofitable 
creatures,  or  rather  mere  vanities  and  nothing,  ( Jcr * 
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Ch*  xrf. 


to  the  living  Godj 
irhidi  made  bc4- 
TCajnrieinh.and 
th;:  fiM|  suit  aEl 
things  that  are 
1  herein ; 


itf  Who  in 
times  pail  fi)fTcr- 
ed  alt  nations  to 
walk  lei  their 
Hrayt. 


tT  Mrv-rthclffc, 
Itc  left  tint  him- 
felt  without  wit- 
Wl'j,  in  that  he 
Jill  Jtnwlj  and 
gave  os  raiu  frotrt 
heaven, amt  fruit¬ 
ful  fcalwi*,  titling 
*ur  h tr&m  with 

food  in  d  aelk. 


<0  And  with 

lht(c  flying  , 

fcavve  r  rtr*yncd 

t  hey  d>e  jiople 
that  they  h  ul  not 
done  ftcr fjiv  tin- 
to  t!*cni. 


xiv.  22*  and  i  Cor.  win*  4.)  to  that  God;  who  has  life 
in  himfelf/and  is  the  fountain  of  life  to  all  others,  and 
is  indeed  t,he  only  true  God,  who  created  the  heavens, 
and  the  earth,  and  the  fea,  and  all  things  contained 
therein}  whether  vifible  or  invifible,  that  are,  or  ever 
were  made. 

16  Who,  as  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  has 
for  many  ages  paft,  in  his  wife  and  holy,  foverdgn 
and  righteous  judgment,  left  all  the  nations  of  the  Gtn- 
tile:  to  the  dim  light  of  nature,  as  a  juft  punifhment 
for  their  iniquities,  without  any  exprefs  revelation  of 
his  will,  like  that  made  to  the  Jew:,  or  any  other  guide 
th  an  their  own  consciences,  tp  accple  pr  excufe  them  } 
(Horn,  ii.  15.}  and  who,  in  his  wonderful  long-fuffering 
and  patience,  has  formally  generations  bore  with  them, 
while  they  walked  in  the  perverfe  ways,  which  their 
own  vain  imaginations  and  fooliih  hearts  invented  and 
chofe*  {Rom.  i*  21.) 

17  Am!  yet,  all  that  time,  he  gave  them  plain  evi¬ 
dences  of  his  infinite  wifdtmi  and  good  nets  f  eternal 
power,  and  Godhead,  (Rom,  u  20-}  which  were  ftifficU 
cat  to  teach  them,  that  he  alone  ought  to  have  been 
worihipped}  inafmuch  as  he  not  only  created  them, 
but,  in  the  courfe  of  his  kind  and  all-difpofing  provi¬ 
dence,  constantly  bellowed  abundance  of  temporal  mer¬ 
cies  upon  them}  and  this,  among  innumerable  other  in- 
ftances,  appears  in  that  he  has  caufed  the  clouds  of  hea¬ 
ven  to  water  the  earth  with  feafonable  rains,  and  there¬ 
by  fed  its  fprings,  and  made  it -fruitful  fora  fupply, 
not  only  of  the  nccellities  of  mankind,  both  of  the  good 
and  evil,  hut  Hkcwife  of  rhe  conveniences  and  comforts 
of  life,  that  they  might  have  afulloefs  of  proper  andde* 
Hghtfui  provisions,  and  be  capable  of  eating  them  with 
plcafurc:  And  fo  they  were  very  criminal  in  abufing 
the  light  and  mercies  they  enjoyed,  by  giving  the  glory 
to  others  which  was  due  to  him  alone  ;  and  your  guilt 
will  be  (till  more  exceedingly  aggravated,  if,  now  the 
gofpel  of  the  grace  of  God  is  fen t  to  yon,  ye  Oiould  per¬ 
il  If  in  paying  idolatrous  worship  to  us,  or  to  any  other 
creature  whatfoever. 

18  And  it  was  with  much  ado,  that  the  apo flies,  by 
all  thefe  earneft  imreaties,  moving  expoftulations,  and 
folid  reafonings,  prevailed  upon  thofe  poor  heathens  to 
deli  ft  from  their  abominable  attempt  of  offering  facri- 
fice  to  them  :  So  fond  were  they  of  thefe  heavenly  mef- 
fengers,  and  yet  fo  loth  to  be  convinced  of  t^ieir  own 


error* 


19  But 


Ch.  xiv.  The  Acts  <f  t be  AfOtTVEi  pnfapbra/ed,  , 


rp  JLnd.  there 
c^mc  thither  cer¬ 
tain  Jews  from 
Antioch  and  Ico- 
niaitif  who  per- 
fuddal  (be  peo¬ 
ple*  and  having 
ftoned  Puil/drew 
*  rw  oat  of  the  ci¬ 
ty,  (up  poling  Uc 
had  Ikca  d«d» 


io  Ilovbdt.af 
<hcdhtfpler  flood 

-»i«  101  hint, 
he  r  Ac  tjp,  and 

came  into  the  ci- 

ty :  and  the  next 
djy  he  departed 
wi'h  Bi'ipaba*  to 
Dube* 


19  But  when  the  unbelieving  7<ei w,  who  had  been 
fo  inveterate  againft  the  apoftles  at  Antioch  end  Iconium, 
(wr.  2,  5.  and  chap.  xiii.  45,  50.).  heard  what  an  inte- 
reft  they  had,  and  what  progress  the  gofpel  was  like  to 
make,  among  thefc  Gentiles,  they  came  with  all  ha  He 
from  thofc  cities  hither,  on  purpofe  to  incenfe  the  peo* 
pie,  and  raife  the  mob  upon  them,  as  ill-HeGgning,  tur- 
bulcut,  blafphemous,  and  feditious  men:  And  they  found 
means  to  give  fiich  a  turn  to  their  corrupt  and  fickle 
minds,  that  as  the  multitude  formerly  fang  Hojantta.  to 
the  Son  of  David  one  day,  and  within  lefs  than  a  week 
afterwards,  under . the  influence  of  the  chief  prielis 
and  rulers,  cried  out,  Crucify  him,  ( Matt,  xxt-  9.  and 
sxvii.  22,  23.)  fo  this  people,  who  but  a  little  before 
had  adored  the  apo  files,  as  gods,  now  by  the  in  lega¬ 
tion  of  the  Jews,  who  had  theg  reate  ft  fplecn  againft 
Paul 1  floned  him  in  a  riotous  manner,  as  though  he 
had  been  the  worft  of  men ;  and  then  dragged  him 
with  barbarous  indignity  out  of  the  city,  under  ao  ap- 
prehenfion  that  they  had  certainly  killed  him  *. 

20  However,  while  the  Chriftians,  that  had  been 
converted  in  thofc  parts,  got  about  him,  with  tender 
and  alfeftionate  concern  to  mourn  over  him,  and  to  bu¬ 
ry  Him,  in  cafe  he  were  dead  t  or  to  perform  the  heft 
offices  of  kindpefs  and  rdpe&  they  were  capable  of  to¬ 
ward  him,  as  occafions  might  require  ;  he,  by  the  mi¬ 
raculous  power  and  goodnefs  of  God,  revived  ;  and 
getting  up,  to  their  great  furprize  and  joy,  returned  pri¬ 
vately  into  the  city:  and,  to  efcape  the  further  fury  of  his 
enemies,  he  went  with  Barnabas ,  on  the  morrow,  from 
thence  to  Derby,  a  neighbouring  city  in  the  fame  pro¬ 


vince. 

it  And  when  21  And,  wounded  and  bruifed  as  his  body  was,  he 
tjicj-hadpiwchrd  an(j  Barnabas  improved  their  time  in  preaching  the  gof- 
Md'°  hid  pel  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  ;  and  fo  efFcdtiai  was 
Mughtoiany.thty  the  grace  of  God  which  accompanied  it,  that  they,  as 

returned  again  t«  io{tiuments  jjj  bts  hand,  made  a  conGderablc  number 

cdfii«m,*andAg*  of  difciples,  (.“»*«« «“*>*)  who  believed  in  Chrift, 
tswi.  yielded  thcmfelves  up  to  bis  eonduQ  and  government, 

and  profefled  bis  name :  After  this,  the  apofties  pro¬ 
ceeded  no  further  in  their  journey,  but  returned  back  to 
water  the  good  feed  they  had  Town,  at  Lyftra,  and  leg- 
niu/n,  and  at  the  Pijidian •  Antioch. 

a,  coofirmine  22  At  all  which  places*  they  laid  thcmfelves  out  in 

the  eftablifh- 

N  <5  T  E. 

•  The  apntUe  evidently  referred  to  theft  ptrjetetiont,  afiUthms,  vKeh  tamt  oaf*  me  st 
trral)!es,  when  he  fiid  to  the  <i>ritd*n->iut  Antioch,  et  Ironium,  at  J.yftra,  vkit  per- 
fv  Of.  >ii.  it.)  'Kit  was  IHonedi  and  to  yiv»t»ai  /  tndurti-,  but  oat  of  tl'tm  ttii  the 

r.-'.ity,  hji  ictus  07  t/ciith.t —  Lard  Mivitid  mt.  (t  Tor,,  iii-  to,  11-) 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  faraphraftd.  Ch.  xjV. 


the  fouls  of  the  cfabltfliing  and  fettling  {",«f»f<t,mr)rthe  fouls  of  the  late 

hllrtrae  \hem*u»  convcr£8J  on  the  foundation  of  their  mod  holy  faith  j 
continue  in  the  exciting  them,  hy  all  manner  of  arguments  taken  from 
faith;  ludftying  duty,  gratitude  and  lore,  neceility  and  delight,  the  ho* 

muchMjW-lti”  nour  thrift,  and  their  own  fpiritual  and  eternal  wel- 
«ntcr  into  th«  fare,  to  abide  by,  and  ftedfaftly  perfevere  in  the  belief, 
kingdom  of  God.  profeflion,  and  praftice  of  tbofe  great  and  glorious,  doc¬ 
trines  which  had  been  delivered  to  them,  and  which 


13  And  when 

they  had  ordain* 
them  elder*  in 
crcry  church,  and 
hid  prayed  with 

Exiting,  Tncycotn- 
mended  l  hem  to 
the  Lord  ,  on 
whom  they  be* 
JtcmJ, 


they  had  received  by  faith*  And  to  fortify  them  againit 
’  difeouragement,  on  account  of-the  late  inhuman  treat¬ 
ment  Paul  bad  met  with,  as  alfo  10  let  them  know  the 

worit,  as  wdl-as  the  bed,  that  might  be  expe&ed,.  they 
told  them,  That  from  the  holy  appointment  of  God,  the 
enmity  of  Satan  and  the  world  to  the  purity  and  fpiri- 
tuality  of  the  gofpcl,  and  the  prefenc  imperfefk  ftate  of 
things,  they  mult  unavoidably  pals  through  great  trials 
and  afflictions,  perfections,  and  reproaches,  into  the 
heavenly  kingdom,  which  God  has  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him,  and  which  trill  richly  make  amends  for 
all  the  difficulties  that  lye  in  the  way  to  it. 

23  And  when,  to  bring  things  into  a  proper  order 
in  the  feveral  churches,  which  had  been  gathered  in  all 
thole  towns  or  cities,  the  zpollles,  with  the  concurring 
approbation,  choice,  "and  vote  of  each  church,  teftified 
by  the  lifting  op  of  hands,  had  publicly 

appointed  fome  of  the  graver  and  elder,  moll  judicious 
and  experienced  converts  among  them  rrfpeflirely,  to 
the  pall  oral  office,  for  ilatedly  labouring  in  the  word 
and  doftrine,  and  adminiltring  the  gofpel-feals  of  the 
covenant,  and  for  prefiding  and  watching  over  rh  e  par¬ 
ticular  flocks,  of  which  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  this  manner 
made  them  overfeere,  (chap.  xx.  28.)  j  they,  by  folemn 
prayer,  attended  with  falling,  fuitable  to  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  this  religious  work,  com mitted  thole  pallors' 
to  the  grace  and  care,  guidance  and  bleffing  of  the  Lord 

Jefus, 


.  N  O 

*  It  mull  indeed  be  allowed,  that  the 
W'fird  jrfusTwny  is  Ajiiutitnc&  ufeil  hy  Grtwk 
writers*  its  fijjnityinji  barely  to  app&M  or 
tanffitnu*  whether  by  one  perfon  or  more ; 
and  yet  it  cannot  Sc  denial,  but  that  its  pro¬ 
per  Unification  is  to  lift  up  tht  hand ;  aid 
that,  hi  this  fenit,  it  wa?  oomijionJy  ufed  hy 
the  Cwh»  to  cxpnfs  their  way  of  giving 
V3tc*  in  public  cicAion* ;  and  as  thtfimpfc 
wri),  as  tar  as  l  find,  is  but  once  mon  ufed 
in  i  he  NcwTcftuiicnt,  in:,  in  a  Gar.  viiu  tp* 
it  il  trt:  evidently  the  fvfn tyc  of 

the  churclits  in  thrir  choice  :  And  though 
it  is  nted  in  Atfix.,  41*,  to  figm* 

Jy  the  aprjliks  ijcidg  /W-f  *tf  CwW, 

(  T/  VC' " r*  v  7  1  v* * J  V7T3  TV  tO  bC 


T  JL 

Girift's  witnedes ;  the  nature  of  iheihinj 
fi>  plain ly  determines  Its  particular  merging 
there,  a$  puts  it  pall  danger  of  being  mitL- 
ken*  But  when  the  choice  of  ufliccn  in 
churches  is  expreiKal  by  this  word,  one 
would  think  its  original,  grammatical*  and 
moft  ufihl  (enic  Hiould  be  intended*  vs  fuit- 
iblc  to  the  rishl*  of  Chriflijn  /lit'tiki ;  a'ui 
it  fount  an  exceeding  ftraiu  upon  the 
to  Ttippofc  that  it  is  ffert  uted  in  the  ik^rt 
lignificatioD  with  i*v,  h  Ljoa  bettfu 

But  she  rentier  may  oonftilt  Or  one  fide  nj' 
the  argument  Dr  on  1  he  pl«cr ; 

and  for  the  other.  Dr.  Oven  sin#  naStt rt:f* 


Ch.  ly. 


The  Acts  *f  the  Apostles  paraphrased. 


14  And,  if  ter 
t  hey  bad  patl^l 
Throughout  Piii- 
*[\<%  rhcy  cunc  u>  j 

1;  And.,  when 
they  had  pn'iich-* 
cd  the  word  In 
*-iey  uwtit 
i  »un  inco  AtU- 
lu: 


i£  And  the  nee 
fruetl  lo  Antioch, 

from  w hence  they 
had  t*~cn  reeotn^ 
menc^-j  *o  the 
£tlcC  Gnd  fnr 
w*rk  which 

L:y  fulGiietl. 


17  And  when 
thev  wire  come, 
ar.,l  h.iJ  ^hered 
tiic  j'hurih  fO™C' 
tl-  r,  *h*y  rnie^r* 
i\. 

I 

r, 

b 
u 


an  Gwi 


t;  *ro 


.  lio^e  with 
*n*  and  how 

h^d  oj'ti*cd 
■■  J5**  dt'  Ijltll 

the  Gen* 


*9  And  there 
icy  abnile  lonp 
me  with  the  ait- 

phi* 


Jefus,  in  whom  they  had  believed,  that  they  might  be 
more  and  more  .futnUhed  for,  prote&ed,  a  Aided,  and 
fuccceded  in,  all  their  holy  mtniftratious ;  and  fo  fet 
them  apart  to  their  refpedtive  charges. 

24  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas ,  taking  their  leave  of 
Aniiecb%  and  returning  through  the  red  of  Pifidia ,  came 
hack  again  to  PdJttpbyfia,  both  which  were  provinces  of 
the  Lejfcr  Afia. 

25  And  arriving  at  Perga  in  that  country,  where 
they  had  been  before,  {chap.  xiii.  13.)  they  preached  the 
gofpel  again  to  the  people  of  that  city,  making  a  fecond 
trial  of  them',  without  any  remarkable  fuccefc  in  either 
of  thofe  attempts :  After  this,  they  vent  down  to  At. 
talia ,  another  city  of  Pampkylia>  and  a  fea-port. 

26  And  from  thence,  going  a  (hip- board,  they  fail¬ 
ed  over  the  eadern  part  of  the  Mediterranean  which  is 
called  the  Tea  of  Cilicia  and  Pamphyliat  {chap,  xxvii.  5,) 
to  the  famous  Ant  Ur b  in  Syria  ;  from  whence  they  firfl 
fet  our  on  this  glorious  expedition  among  the  Gentiles , 
afrer  they  had  been  fylcnuily  recommended  in  the  church 
there,  by  fading  and  prayer,  to  the  grace  and  bleffing 
of  God  for  that  fervice,  {chap,  xiii.  1,  2.)  which  they 
had  now  abundantly  laboured  in,  and  performed  with 
wonderful  iuccefs,  in  anfwer  to  thofe  prayers. 

27  And  when,  on  their  arrival  again  at  that  city, 
they  had  called  the  church  together,  they  gave  a  di- 
ftindt  and  particular  account  to  them,  from  whom  they 
had  been  fent  by  the  fpecial  direction  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
{chap.  xiii.  3,  4.)  of  all  their  travels,  -labours,  and  fuf- 
firings,  preservations,  and  encouragements ;  what  God's 
ways  had  been  with  them  j  what  amazing  things  he 
had  wrought  by  their  preaching  and  miracles  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel,  and  converiion  of  multitudes 
among  the  idolatrous  heathens,  as  well'  as  Jews  and  pro* 
feiytes  5  and  how,  in  many  places,  the  believers  were 
efUhiifhed  in  Chrifl,  formed  into  churches,  and  fur* 
nifhed  with  fuitable  pallors ;  and  efpecially  that  God 
had,  In  this  manner,  opened  a  wide  and  efte&ual  door, 
eveto  to  the  worft  of  the  Gentiles  theinfelves,  to  bring 
great  numbers  of  them  into  a  Hate  of  falvatiqp,  through 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus. 

28  And  the  apoffles  continued  a  conGderahle  time 
with  the  Chridians  there  to  comfort  them,  and  be  com¬ 
forted  by  them,  ar.d  to  help  forward  their  further  fettle- 
menr,  edification,  and  increafc. 


RECOLI.  RCTI  ONS. 

How  p'ainly  docs  the  only  living  ami  true  Givi  teflify  his  being  and  prnvi- 
deuce,  tuticuce  aiitt  ^oodneis,  even  to  heathen  nations,  as  he  is  the  Creator  of 
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the  heavens*  the  earth  and  fra,  and  of  all^  things  therein  ;  as  be  bears  with  the 
perverfe  manners  of  thofe  that  abufe  the  light  of  their  own  conferences;  and  as 
he  orders  fruitful  fcafons,  and  gives  them  tno  neeeSariea  and  the  delights  of  life  I 
But  with  how  much  brighter j  and  more  endearing  glory,  does  he  make  bimfelf 
known  in  the  te  ft  i  monies  he  has  given  us  by  the  word  of  revelation  !  He  there¬ 
by  calls  us  off  from  alt  idolatries,  and  makes  known  the  gofpel  of  his  grace,  in 
and  through  the  only  Sari  our  of  loft  tinners ;  and  fo  opens  a  door  of  faith  to 
them.  But  how  amazingly  different  is  the  reception  that  this  Me  fled  gofpel 
meets  with,  where  it  comes!  Some  fide  with  it,  others  fet  thcmfdves  againft 
it ;  fomc  are  enraged  at  it,  others  believe  it :  and,  alas  1  how  tickle  and  itieon- 
flint  are  the  thoughts  of  carnal,  unrenewed  men  about  it  i  At  one  time  they 
take  up  a  good  opinion  of  it,  and  admire  Chrift’s  miniftring  fervants  as  if  they 
were  gods ;  and  toon  afterwards  they  are  turned  again  ft  it,  and  cxercife  the  molt 
inhuman  barbarities  upon  the  preachers  of  it,  Bui  God*a  own  teftimony  to  his 
word,  by  its  external  and  internal  credentials,  bears  down  ail  oppofition  before 
it;  and  by  the  attending  power  of  his  Spirit,  wins  over  the  wofft  of  fionrrs  to 
Chrift :  and  when  they  are  brought  to  believe  in  him,  how  do  bis  infinite  wif* 
dom,  love,  and  care,  manifeft  ihcznfelves,  in  his  appointing  them  to  be  formed 
into  churches,  and  funuJhcrl  with  paftorc  after  hts  own  heart,  for  their  further 
edification  and  eftabliflimcnt  *  And  O,  with  what  pieafurt  and  hope,  labour  and 
diligence,  fhould  his  miniftring  fervauts  Jay  them  wives  out,  not  in  fet  king  their 
own  glory,  or  admitting  of  honours  that  belong  to  God  only  ;  but  in  the  con* 
veriion  of  tinners,  ami  confirmation  of  believers;  and  in  all  tbe  fer  vices  to 
which  Chrift  calls  them,  notwithstanding  the  fevcrvft  perfeeutions  they  may  meet 
with  for  his  fake  ;  and  yet  fufierings,  even  on  his  accoant,  are  .not  to  be  courted, 
or  deli  red  ;  but  arc  to  be  carefully  avoided,  as  far  as  may  be  with  a  good  con-* 
fticnce,  and  that  for  tbe  furtherance  of  the  gofpcL 


w 

CHAP.  XV. 

b 

A  dlfpuU  is  raifed  at  Antioch,  by  Judaizing  teachers »  about  circum - 
cijing  the  Gentile  converts  ;  and  Paul  and  Barnabas  are  fmt  by  tbe 
church  to  Jerufalem  for  a  dectfion  of  that  point  7  i, — 5.  The  debates 
and  conchjion  of  the  council  at  Jeruralcnij  and  tbeir  circular  letter 
to  the  Gentile  believers  concerning  if,  6,^29*  Paul  and  Barnabas 
Carry  it  to  Antioch,  -where  it  is  received  with  great  joyf  30, — 35. 
After  which  they  propofe  afecond  joint  afoftalic  journey  ;  but  fall  in¬ 
to  fuch  a  warm  contention  about  John  Mark,  that  they  part >  and 
take  different  routs,  3 tf, — 4!* 


Text. 

AND  certain 
jntrn,  which 
came  down  from 


JuJca,  taught  the 
brci  hrcn,rai* fcidt 
Except  yc  be  cir~ 

cumcii'eJ,afrerdie 

manntrot  Mrfcs, 
ys  cannot  be  la¬ 
ve  J* 


Paraphrase, 

A  FTER  Paul  and  Barnabas  had  made  their  report 
to  the  church  at  Antioch ,  how  God  had  opened  a 
door  of  faith,  even  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles  t  [chap. 
xiv.  27,  2&.)  fome  judaizing  Chriftians,  that .came  thi¬ 
ther  from  Judea ,  and  pretended  to  have  authoYity  from 
the  apoftles  and  church  at  jerufalem^  (vcr>  24*)  endea¬ 
voured  to  enllavethe  minds  and  conferences  of  the  G<n- 
fi/e*  converts,  who  were  brethren  in  the  faith  and  ft*!- 
lowfhip  of  the  gofpel,  faying,  Circumcifion  is  of  fuch 
abfoljtc  ncceflny,  that  unlefs  ye  fubmit  to  that  divine 
ordinance,  and  fo  oblige  yourfelves  to  an  obfervation  c:f 
the  whole  law,  according  to  Mofes* s  conftitution.  (See 

the 
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%  Wfan  (here* 
fare  Paul  and 
Eirruibai  hid  no 
fin  all  dHTcnGon 
and  ditpuialion 
wirh  them,  they 
deter  mired  that 
Paul  and  Barna¬ 
bas,  and  aitain 
ntkt  of  them, 
Jtiould  go  Up  to 
Jerusalem  unto 
the  apolllw  and 
ciders  a  boot  this 
qiitft'.OQ. 


3  And,  bflftfj 
trough:  on  elixir 
way  by  the 
diurrh,  they  pnf- 
ftd  through  Phe* 

nice, and  Samaria, 
tUclaringtbecon- 
verQoti  of  the 
Gentiles :  and 

they 


the  note  on  wr.  5.)  all  your  faith  in  Chrift  will  be  ut¬ 
terly  ineffeftua)  to  your  falvation. 

2  The  two  apoftles  therefore,  being  deeply  .concern¬ 
ed  for- the  liberty  and  free  courfe  of  the  gofpel,  and  for 
its  great  do&rtne  of  juflificatioii,  alone  through  faith 
in  Chrift,  which  fuch  notions  were  fubveriive  of, 
thought  it  their  duty  vigoroofly  to  oppofe,  and  with  holy 
zeal  to  difpute  agamft  thefe  corrupters  of  Cbriftianity  : 
And  when  their  debates  with  them  rofe  fo  high,  that 
alt  things  feemed  to  be  running  into  confufion,  the  An- 
tioehan  church,  (ver.  3.)  agreed  to  depute  Paul  and 
Barnabas  *,  and  fame  other  faithful  b;>  thren,  that  were 
members  in  communion  with  thcmfelves,  to  fuch  apo- 
ftles  and  elders,,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  zi.  30.)  as  might 
then  be  at  Jerufalen 1,  and  to  the  whole  church  there, 
{ver,  4.)  to  a(k  .their  judgment  upon  this  important 
point,  that  it  might  be  determined  in  the  molt  unex¬ 
ceptionable  manner  by  tbofe  very  perfons  from  whom 
the  difturbers  of  the  church’s  faith  and  peace  pretend¬ 
ed  to  come,  and  by  the  mod  eminent  church  of  the 
circumcifion,  as  alfo  by  fuch  minifters,  as  ail  true  be¬ 
lievers  owned  to  be  infpired  men. 

3  Hereupon  a  confiderable  number  of  the  Antiochian 
church  attended  thefe  deputies,  part  of  their  way,  to 
bear  their  charges,  and  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  their  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  to  teftify  tbeir  refpedb  to  them,  and  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  ddjgn  of  their  journey,  who  travelled 
through  the  countries  of  Phenxcia  and  Samaria,  pub¬ 
lishing,  as  they  went  along,  to  the  hclievers  they  met 
with,  what'  a  glorious  work  God  had  wrought  m  the 
conversion  (”*  *  of  idolatrous,  as  well  as  other 

Gentiles, 

NOTES. 


*  .This  ’was  the  third  time  of  J\jpT$  going 
to  J which  he  refers  to  Cal  it.  i4 
*,  3,  where  he  fays,  that  it  was  fourteen 
years  alter  hjs  conversion,  and  that  he  then 
took  71/nr  with  htro ;  and  went  hy  nvdttiw, 
either  ld  hSmfelf,  whereby,  3$  wtU  u  hy  the 
choice  of  the  chnrth  at  Aajioe&t  he  wu  di¬ 
rected  to  go  thither;  or  by  revelation  to  the 
prophets  of  rime  church,  who  now  again,  by 
oh  immediate  fuggeftiou  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
appointed  theft  mcffengers,  in  concurrence 
with  the  whole  church,  as  they  at  firft  had 
firm  forth  Paul  and  Maniahci  to  miniftcr  to 
the  Gentiles,  tbap*  *iiL  i,  See  Dr.  Whitby 

«  v  **  4 

on  fr/ii.  Jt.  i.  i. 

f  What  is  here  feld  about  the  apoftles 
AtsUnirg  tbt  arrvcrjh*  s f  the  Geotiles,  fccroi 
tn  me  to  relate  to  the  convedion  of  the  u&s 
fatmm  Gentiles,  which  was  Ipoken  of  at  the 

daft  of  the  laft  chapter,  (  wr,  ay*)  Por  the 

ca  motion  of  the  p  rtjthfic)  <tf  Aar 


(inch,  could  not  but  be  well  known  loog  ere 
this,  &s  it  had  been  about  eight  or  nine  yean 
before,  and  had  made  a  great  noift  In  all 
thofc  parts*  and  been  carried  as  Tar  at7rr»» 
foietn*  This,  among  other  things,  lunnint 
my  full  uflcttt,  which  I  would  willingly  hfllt 
given,  ill  could,  to  the  plaufible  and  labour¬ 
ed  attempt  of  the  learned  author  of  T^ltjcclU* 
nea  Sacr*i  el&y  iv*  and  of  others  after  him, 
to  prove  that  the  following  decree  related 
only  to  the  prefshm  of  the  jfjlv ;  for  it  tui 
fcircdy  be  thought,  as  he  pleads,  and  ftems 
with  mod  allhrance  to  depend  upo^,  for  the 
ftp  port  of  his  hypothetic  that  fo  JurpHxing, 
important,  and  notorious  a  uft,  w  the  con- 
verfiooof  the  idolatrous  heathen4,  which  was 
not  wrought  in  a  corner,  nor  in  one  place 
only,  but  in  the  chief  riiiei  of  fcvcnl  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  made  a  great  bn  tile  there,  and 
that  i^iolWing  inttanecs  of  it  would  be  ib 
br»g  ft  ©an  the  vu**cl;  a:  JinifiUcm* 


jyV  Tbs  Act3  of  ibt  AposTles  parapbrafid '•  Cb.  iy. 


they  caufed  gnat 
joy  unto  all  the 
brethren. 


GgniUcs^  from  rfarkncfs  to  light*  from  the  power  of  Sa¬ 
tan  to  God*  {Chap*  xxvi,  j8*)  And  as  out  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fpeaks  ;  fo  the  hearts  of 
all  the  faithful  brethren  were  warmed,  and  comforted 

at 


N  O 

as  till  aljfli it  nine  years  after  this  decree,  as 
he  represents  ii  j  And  w  are  apreAly  told, 
wr,  4.  that  when  M  and  ibrndAorcamcto 
Jcrqfnlna*  they  declared  ail  tlaags  that  Gad 
Sad  done  1 titb  thea*  (aviyyt tKi*  oca  mu&te 
0  0E0f  ^Jr  *tcw)  which  ia  the  very  fame 
exprcHkm  that  is  o£bd  in  chap*  xiv*  17. 
when  they  declared  at  AaJfa chf  bow  God  had 
opened  the  door  of  faith  to  the  iibhtrom 

GrniUcs*  It  is  like  wife  fail  of  thefe  (?«/ 

JiAf,  that  they  were  turned  to  God*  (wr*  19.) 
which  anfwcrs  very  nearly  to  what  is  Said  of 
the  Thfjfufemawi,  that  they  were  toned  to 
G  jd  from  idaUi  to  ferve  lac  ■  Hviag  and  true 
GmSi  (a  T^jC  u  0.)  arid  an  attempt  to  o- 
bUge  them  to  be  circmnetfcd  and  beep  the 
law*  is  called  /Averting  their jhnl j,  {iter.  >4.) 
which  is  of  much  the  fame  import  with  what 
the  apoftie  Said  to  the  Galatians*  who  had 
been  converted  from  heathenifm,  that  if 
they  were  dicumcifed*  Chrifi  would  profit 
them  nothing  and  would  be  of  00  tjftR  to 
them*  (Gal.  v.  a,  4*)  And  thefe  1  take  to 
be  the  refiduc  of  .men*  who*  as  the  apoftle 
James  obServed,  f  y*}  it  was  prophetied 
'  fieuld ftih  after  tic  Lord,  in  diftinftion  from 
the  profdytes  of  the  gale,  who  Seem  there 
to  be  described  as  tbofc  w  whom  his  nonte 
ViU  railed.  And  In  the  ifrireip,  Antes  ii* 
1  a.  the  place  here  quoted,  in  ft  aid  of  the  rc- 
Jtdoe  of  men,  it  is  the  remnaat  of  Kdom* 
which  was  one  of  the  nations  that  were  no* 
toriout  idolaters*  Accordingly  she  council's 

recommending  Paul  and  Barnabas*  as  men 
that  had  hazarded  Ihdr  fives  for  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jrfvt  Chrifi*  (t ter*  id.)  (ccms  to  re¬ 
fer  to  the  account  thdJe  apofttes  ha/1  given  of 
their  dangers  and  Sufferings >  when  tJiey 
preached  the  gofpel  to  the  idolairotts  Gentiles* 
tnd  virc-iffadtcd|  and  (toned  for  it*  at  Ire- 
niam  and  Lyfira*  (chap.  am  5,  ($,)  at  the 
latl  of  which  places  Paul  war  left  for  dead ; 
and  this  apoftle,  in  his  next  journey  among 
the  Gentiles,  delivered  this  dome  of  the 
council  to  the  diurcbes  tu  Lgfira  and  Derbt* 
cities  of  Lyraonio*  (chap,  xvt*  r,— 4.)  where 
be  and  h* rnab&s  had  i*een  before,  and  con¬ 
verted  idolatrous  G  toffies,  and  formed 
churches*  partly  at  lead,  of  them,  (chap.  aty- 
10, — 13  )  which  (hews  that  they  understood 
alt  forts  of  Gentiles  to  he  concerned  in  the  do* 
fign  of  this  decree.  But  X  own  there  is  a 
confidence  difficulty  in  reconciling  all  this 
with  the  apoftle.  Pa  tips  faying,  (Gel.  ii,  1, 
that  he  ccmmumcaled  (ho  gnfpeL  which  bt 
freshed  a/nouf  the  Geotiles,  privately  to  them 
■which  n>trt  of  rep  station  \  mcamog,  J|^u  ge¬ 
nerally  ruppofed,  to  tlic  apo  tiles  Jariis*  Pc- 


T  E- 

tcr,  and  John  :  However,  it  is  ooLfkid  that 
he  conr.nuiticjted  it  to  them  cult ;  and  the 
chief  men*  or  me*  of  reput  mon  there  men- 
tloued,  might  probably  include  other  emi¬ 
nent  men,  Such  as  the  liiperior  prophets  and 
elders  that  were  there  as  well  as  the  apofttes  * 
and  PanJ  might  firft  privately  acquaint  thefe 
with  his  preaching  among  the  idolatrous 
GrirlrVe 1,  to  take  utf  their  prejudices,  and  en¬ 
gage  theta  to  (bpport  and  cuuutenance  him 
in  the  more  pub  lie.  report  he  waste  make  of 
it,  left  the  mod  zealous  and  prejudiced  part 
of  the  judauing  brethren,  finding  noac  10 
hack  him,  (huuid  refute  to  heir,  0/  Jhould 
rdhly  ran  down,  »h<ft  he  had  to  fay  about 
it :  So  that  this  is  no  proof  chat  be  did  not 
afterwards  communicate  it  to  the  council  at 
Jtrufitem  j  and  perhaps  it  is  hinted  that  he 
did,  io  the  former  part  of  that  vtrfe,  where 
the  apofHe,  having  fpokeof  the  church  there, 

fays,  he  communicated  that  gofpel  fo  them  j  for 
they  are  the  antecedent  to  this  relative.  And 
whereas  it  has  been  faid  that  the  apollle 
Jams  fpofce  of  this  decree,  as  the  only  thing 
that  the  church  of  Jewfahm  had  known,  re¬ 
lating  to  the  G entile  converts,  till  Paul*  about 
nine  years  afterward,  declared  so  them  vAd 
things  God  had  wrought  aososg  the  Gentiles  by 
his  mini  (try,  (chop*  xw.  17, — *$•)  1  (hmild 
rather  think  that  nc  (poke  of  it,  as  the  only 
rejlr/HTit  that  had^bcen  Ir/iJ  upon  believers 
from  among  them,  of  what  dt:.ra£ler  (berer 
they  had  been  before :  For  be,  or  rather  he 
and  the  ciders,  (wr*  18.)  (ay  nothing  about 
the  church's  Ignorance  of  any  ftich  convec¬ 
tion  }  and  ail  that  may  he  fuppofed  to  carry 
fueh  an  afpeA,  related  zs  much  to  themfdves, 
as  to  the  church  :  But  they  food  ro  it,  that, 
according  to  that  decree,  believing  G toffies  of 

all  (arts  were  only  obliged  to  ah  (fain  from 
tho  things  therein  mentioned*  And  it  is  in¬ 
deed  afloniihing  to  me,  that  the  converfion 
of  the  rdoUtroos  Gentiles  Thou  Id  be  fuppnfcd 
to  he  fo  long  a  ftcret  to  the  church  at 
ftftmi  (Jnce  the  authors  of  this  opinion 
thcmiblves  (though  as  far  as  l  find,  they  flip 
over  the  thought,  when  they  come  to  an- 
fwer  objections  ag^iuft  their  fchcote)  bare 
placed  the  apoflle  Pnur$  epifos  ro  the 
churches  of  Gjioffi?,  Corinth,  Thejfatonm* 
and  Jtffn/,  before  this  time,  which  were 
churchtt,  and  contilki  (bme,  if  not 
all  of  them,  moft  Iy  of  converts  from  best  here 
idolatry  :  Kur  can  T  catify  thaiv  if 

this  was  pnvaltifrf07niTittn}catfd  to  tfiespoftks 
at  Jei-ufaiem,  they  wouUl  huve  coocc^kd  it 

from  the  church  there* 


Ch.  xv. 
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4  And,  when 
they  were  come  to 
Jerusalem*  they 
ivcrt  received  of 
the  church,  and 
of  the  apoftlcr 
a  ntl  elders*  »nd 
they  declared  all 
things  that  God 
\  id  done  with 
them* 


$  Sut  there 
rote  up  ctnain  of 
the  ftrt  of  the 
Pharileet  which 
believed*  filing, 
Th-i  it  was  need-* 
fill  to  irircumcifc 
them ,  and  to 
cummand  tbtm  to 
keep  the  Law  of 
Morin. 


ff  And  the  a- 

poflles  and  eltkr* 
came  together  for 
to  run  filer  of 
this  matter* 


7  And*  when 
there  hid  been 
n:  urh  difp&tingt 
Peter  rote  op,  and 

Aid, 


at  the  bearing  of  fuch  good  news  ;  ami,  indeed  of  en¬ 
vying  and  murmuring,  they  exceedingly  rejoiced  in  the 
graee  of  God,  which  had  taken  fo  wide  a  fpr  cad,  and 
gave  him  the  glory.  < 

4  And  when  thefe  meflengers  arrived  at  Jervfalemy 
they  were  readily  and  affeflionately  received,  with  great 
efteem,  by  the  church,and  by  Peter ,  James t  and  Johny 
who  were  the  only  apoftles  they  fount}  there,  [Gat.  it. 
9.)  as  alfo  by  the  dated  officers  of  that  church  :  And 
Pout  and  Barnabas  related,  at  large,  fijft  privately  to 
the  chief  ol  them,  (Gat.  ii.  2.)  ai/d  afterwards  in  a  full 
afiembly,  (1 ter.  12.)  all  the  great  things  which  God 
had  done  by  their  means,  not  only  at  Antioch,  but  in 
other  Gentile  towns  and  cities  where  they  had  preach¬ 
ed,  (chap,  xiv.}  and  what,  fufferings  they  had  endured, 
and  teftimonies  the  Lord  had  given,  in  the  -gracious 
and  miraculous  way,  to  his  acceptance  of  the  heathen 
through  faith  in  the  great  Redeemer. 

5  But  here,  as  well  as  at  Antioch,  fonie  Jewifb  Chrif. 
tians,  who  were  converted  from  among  the  Pharifees,  % 
k£t  that  were  mod  zealous  far  the  rites  of  their  law, 
vehemently  oppofed  the  two  apoftles,  and  all  that  had 
fhetvn  their  approbation  of  the  account  they  bad  given  $ 
thefe  men  warmly  infifted  upon  it.  That  there  was  an 
abfolute  neceffity  for  Gentile  believers  to  be  circu  inci¬ 
ted  *,  and  thereby  obliged  to  obferve  the  whole  law, 
given  by  Mofes,  in  order  to  their  ad  million  into  the 
church,  and  partaking  of  that  falvation  which  was 
brought  in  by  Jefiis  Chrift. 

6  And  as  this  was  like  to  create  further  trouble,  and 
the  point  itfclf  was  of  too  great  importance  to  be  ne¬ 
glected,  the  apoftles  and  elders,  by  joint  agreement, 
(ver*  25.)  a  fie  m  bled  together  without  delay,  not  by 
themfelves,  but  with  the  whole  church,  (ver.  4,  22.} 
to  take  it  into  ferious  confidfcration. 

7  And,  after  long  and  dofe  debates  on  both  (ides  of 
the  queftion,  the  apoftle  Peter,  to  luring  things  to  an 
iflue,  got  up  and  fpaketo  the  whole  afiembly  in  the  fob- 

lowing 

NOTE. 


*  This  plainly  that  it  was  not  bare-  he  reprefent*  it  in  thij  li"h^  faying,  (GrjA 
]f  circurattfon,  htu  a  compliance  with  the  v*  a,  3*  4,)  )/  yt  be  arcnttcftd  Chnj}  fisil 
whole  law  of  MoftSj  «bich  tirmrncifioii  o-  p^fitm  rtotb jag  *  Ksr  i  UjH?y  a it  every 
bliged  to,  that  the  Jod  sizing  ChrifHanj  aim-  tut*  taut  is  irrba attlfcd t  ibai  he  it  4  debtor  to  do 
ft!  at*  u  ntccifiry  to  lilvstion  :  And  it  $ht  -*bole  lani\  Cbrift  u  It r?j«r  none  to 
under  this  notion  of  it*  that  tiny  were  fo  you  j  vbofiever  of  you  art  lucking  to  be  jufii* 
2:aloa£  to  impofc  it,  and  the  a  polite  Paul  fed  by  the  law* ye  are  fettieu  fnrtTthv  doflrinc 
was  lb  mbJoiu  in  fettuig  himtVlf  againft  it)  ofjwf.  And  this  1  tdie  to  be  the  key  to 
as  a  moil  Han gcruos  error,  f^ver G veto  the  what  he  mt^ns,  whenever  he  inveigh*  a- 
1  mill  of  the  jwipd}  and  of'Ovl,l  way  of  ninft  tirtam:iimn,  «s  iiKmdifleiu  with  a 

a Jtane.  through  faith  in  Chrjfta  Aalc  of  pirdoti,  and  acceptance  tg  vicrn^I  li to* 
v/iihmt  the  Cecils  of  the  law;  Accordingly 
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Ch. XV* 


laid  onto  them. 

Men  anJ  bra* 
thrtn,  y*  know 
Jiov  that  >  good 
while  ago  God 
made  choice  a* 
nwn£  ui  that  the 
Gentiles  by  my 
month  ILtnildKeftr 
tb<  word  of  the 
dpdj  sod  be- 


Mpc 

Sm» 


1  And  God, 
which  too  wet  b 
the  hems,  bare 
them  witodt , 
riving  them  the 
BdyGboAtcren 
ii  be  did  nnto  us; 


0  Ah d  pnt  oo 
diHcrtucebetwcca 

end  them , 

their 

oltu  by  futh. 


us 


so  Kow  there- 
fbre  why  tempt 
ye  God,  to  pat 
a  yoke  apoo  the 
Aceh  of  the  dif* 

dpkt 


lowi/ig  manner,  Ye  men  of  Jfraelj  and  my  dearly  be* 
loved  brethren,  ye  all  well  know,  and  cannot  but  own* 
that  fome  years  ago*  God  was  plea  fed  to  choofe  me* 
from  among  the  reft  of  ns  the  a'poflles  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  as  was  intimated  by  Chrift  himfclf,  in  the  days  of 
bis  fiefli,  {Matth.  xvi.  19.  fee  the  Paraphrase  there)  aod 
was  afterwards  more  exprtfsly  revealed  with  regard  to 
Cornelius,  (Jfli  x.)  all  which  was  according  to  GodV 
purpofe*  in  the  ancient  days  of  eternity,  (■#’ 
wr^M0>)  that  the  Gentiles  (honld  have  the  gofpel  preach¬ 
ed  to  them  firft  of  all*  by  my  mtniftrations  $  and  that* 
by  the  power  of  his  grace  attending  bis  own  word  and 
appointment*  they  fhonJd  be  brought  to  believe  in  JeTus 
Chrift  for  eternal  life*  which  waB  but  the  firft  fruits 
and  earneft  of  bis  further  calling  others  from  among 

them. 

8  And  God*  who  is  peifeflly  acquainted  with  the* 
inmoft  difpo  fit  ions  of  the  heart*  and  with  the  thorough 
change  which  his  own  work  had  made  in  theirs*  dear¬ 
ly  teftified  bis  acceptance  of  them*  not  only  by  giving' 
them  the  graces  and  joys  of  his  Spirit*  whereby  they 
magnified  his  name*  hut  alfo  by  a  vifibleeffufion  of  the 
Holy  Gboft,  in  ah  immediate  and  miraculous  way  up¬ 
on  than  {chap.  x.  44*  45*  46.)  juft  after  the  fame 
manner  as  he  openly  bore  wrtnefs  of  his  accepting,  ns 
bis  firft  Jevitfb  difciples*  on  the  famous  day  of  Petti e- 
cojl.  {Chap,  ii,) 

9  And  this  was  an  evident  demo  nitration*  that  be 
as  readily  received  them,  as  lie  did  us  Jevnt  to  bis  fa¬ 
cial  favour*  without  making  tbe  leaft  difference  in  this 
refped*  between  us  and  them*  though  they  were  not 
circumcifed,  and  thereby  obliged  to  keep  the  whole  law 
of  Mefess  he  having  made  them  clean,  without  any  of 
thefe  external  rites*  in  that  he  cleanfed  their  fouls  from 
the  guilt*  pollution,  and  power  of  fin*  through  faith  in 
bis  Son*  fay  whofc  blood  and  Spirit  they  are  jollified 
and  fan&ined. 

10  Since  therefore  God  has  lb  plainly  declared  him-* 
felf  in  their  favour*  how  durlt  any  of  you  diibelteve  it, 
or  quarrel  at  it,  or  arraign  his  infinite  wifdom  and  au¬ 
thority  in  it  •,  or  go  about  to  prefettbe  to  him*  and  try 
whether  he  will  retraft  wbat  he  has  done?  And  why 
Ihould  ye  attempt  to  pot  a  yoke  of  bondage  upon  Gen¬ 
tile  believers  and  their  feed*  by  obliging  them  to  be 
circumcifed*  who,  under  the  gofpel-ftate,  are  to  be 
eonfidered  as  difciples  of  Chrift,  in  like  manner  as 
children  were  reckoned  with  tfnqr  parents*  to  belong 
to  the  church  of  ffrael,  under* the  Mofok  (economy ; 

hw 
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tipki,  which  nn-  How  perverfe  is  it  to  infill*  in  defiance  of  this  new 

tarwvm  All  q[  God*s  grace  toward  them,  that  they 

to  bear?  fhould  be  (ubjeded  to  circumdfion,  and  thereby  to  all 

the  legal  ioftkocions,  which  a^e  fo  numerous  arid  coft- 
ly,  painful  and  difficult;  and  fo  entangling  to  confid¬ 
ence*  and  incapable  cf  fausfymg  it,  or  of  taking  away 
fin,  that  neither  our  holy  arlceftors,  nor  we  ouifeKes, 
could  tell  how  to  bear  them,  without  the  greatest  in¬ 
cumbrance  and  anxiety  of  mind;  nor  (liould  ever  have 
willingly  fubmined  to  them,  uclefe  he  had  command¬ 
ed  ir  ? 


1 1  But  vft  be- 
lirre,  that,  thro* 
ti'te  grace  of  the 
J»f  djcfiu  Cbrift; 
we  toll  be  Cited 
ocn  u  they* 


tx  Then  all 
the  mahitodc 
kept  filcace,  end 
gaveattlinke  to 
Bimahu  and 
Paul,  dedaring 
wbit  miracle*  ana 
wonder?  God  had 
wrought  among 
tSe  Gcnlilef  by 
them. 


1 1  But  there  is  evidently  now  nt>  need  of  this,  fince, 
though  rhofe  G entiles  were  uncircumcifed,  we  are  firm¬ 
ly  perftiadert,  considering  the  great  things  which  God 
himftlf  has  freely  done  for  them,  that  it  is  by  the  inere 

race  and  favour  of  Jefus  Chrift,  the  only  Lord  and 
aviour  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,.  and  by  the  favour 
of  God  through  him,  that  we  and  they  as  well  as 
our  fathers*  believe  unto,  (««• «.««*«  <■»«>)  and  are  made 
partakers  of  falyatiorl,  without  any  refpeft  to  the  one 
or  the  other’s  being  circumcifed,  or  not ;  for  in  Chriji 
Jefus,  neither  circumcifton  avaihth  any  thing ,  nor  ti n- 
circumci/ssn,  hut  faith  which  works  by  love.  {Gal.  v,  6.) 

12  When  Peter  had  finilhed  this  pertinent  and  rf!b- 
ving  difeourfc,  there  was  .a  profound  filence  in  the 
whole  church,  to  hear  -what  might  be  further  offered 
upon  the  argument  before  them  ;  whereupon  Paul  and 
Barnabas  ftanding  up  to  {peak,  they  attentively  lilten- 
cd  to  them,  who  gave  a  diftinct  account  of  the  various 
ItepS  they  had  taken  in  their  late  journey,  not  only  with 
the  Jews  and  profdytes  of  the  gate,  but  likewife  with 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles ,  and  of  what  wonderful  miracles 
God  had  wrought  by  their  means,  to  confirm  the  gof- 
pel,  which  they  had  preached  to  the  tall  of  thefc  as  welt 
a9  the  others,  and  to  teftify  his  acceptance  of  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  has  been  already  related  at  large. 


{Chap,  xiv.) 

.  13  And,  ifi<*  •  13  And  When  they  bad  gone  through  their  narrative, 
they  had  held  an(j  mxde  proper  reflc&ions  upon  it,  the  apotlle  James , 

snr*«*^firing!  the  fon  of  Alpheus ,  {fee  the  note  on  Matth.  %.  3,)  fum* 
Mc«  cud  brc-  med  up  the  debate  on  the  following  pacific  and  judici- 

**,r*“»  pus  manner,  faying.  Ye  men  of  Ifrael,  and  my  dear 

brethren 


-  NOTE. 

*  tt  feemt  moft  dir^rtfy'fiilrabU  Sj'iite  a-  ‘  law  cf  Mofa  upon  the  GnfiUs,  fincc  rhe 
pttli’t  ddllpi  to  rtfer  theft  words  WN  fitters  were  fayed,  not  hy  the  law,  hv$ 
to  (he  Gtutifru  rtthdt  than  to  the  /ft-  mcftly  Ly  the  gr^ce  of  Chri*i,  (hrosHi  frilh 
tf-en;  ami  m  a*  both  adcfn  of  a  good  in  hi*,  who  wa*  to  come,  t  have  Vikcjvife 

ami  (be  laU  may  not  he  entirely  frivtgfi  to  taken  that  into  the  pjrapbralCi 
*He  :kpuflle’f  irguibent  again  ft  imputing  the 

Vvi-iii.  •  t  At 
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thrcn  ,  hearken 

UDto  me. 


14  Simeon  hath 
declared  how  God 
at  (he  &HMM  vi* 
fit  the  GcmiJci, 
to  ube  om  of 
them  a  "  people 
for  his  name. 


rj  Afldrothif 
agree  the  voids 
of  the  prophets; 
ai  it  U  written; 

i6  After  this  I 
vill  rerun),  and 
will  build  again 
the  tabernacle  of 
Datid  which  is 
fallen  do*:>;  and 
I  will  build  again 
tiicruini  thereof, 
and  1  will  in t  it 
ttpi 


s  7  That  the 
refidue  of  men 
might  leek  after 
the  i.prd^and  all 
ihe  Gemilcstiipon 
whom  my  jumeis 
called,  iidih  the 
ixrd,  who  doth 
all  theft  tbin?i< 


1  h 


brethren  in  tbe  Lord,  let  me  beg  youf  patience,  and 
your  favourable  attention  to  my  femiments  on  this  im- 
.  portant  point. 

14  Our  worthy  brother,  Simon  Peter,  has  juft  now 
informed  es,  bow -God  at  firft  began  his  great  and  good 
work  of  gracioufly  vifittng  tbe  Gentiles, hj  making  him 
iheh  appy  inflrument  of  conveying  the  light  of  (al ra¬ 
tion  to  them,  which  ye  bear  has  been  carried  on  Ailt 
further  in  a  glorious  manner,  and  with  -  divine  attefta- 

tions,  by  the  minifiry  of  our  beloved  brethren,  Bar  na¬ 
if  as  and'  Paul,  to  the  converfion  of  multitudes  of  hea¬ 
then  idolaton,  as  well  aspfofclytes  of  the  gate,  to  fe- 
parate  a  peculiar  people  from  among  all  -forts  of  Gen¬ 
tiles  to  himfelf,  in  a  way  of  fomrign  mercy,  to  the 
praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace,  that  they  might  pro- 
iefs  and  call  upon  bis  name,  through  Jefus  Cbrift  our 
Lord. 

15,  16  And  if  we  compare  fads  with  former  pro¬ 
phecies  of  thefe  days,  we  fliall  find  that  aU  this  is  per* 
fe£tly  agreeable  to,  and  an  eiaft  accompliOiment  of, 
autient  pr  editions  of  infpired  men,  according  to  what 
is  recorded  in  many  of  their  writings,  and  particularly 
itr  Amos  ix.  11,  where,  after  God  had  promifed  that  he 
would  hot  utterly  deftroy  the  houfe  of  facet,  but  would 
fe  pa  rate  the  com  from  the  chaff,  wherever  they,  ace  feat* 
tered  among  all  nations,  that  not  a  grain  of  it  Alight 
be  loft,  ver.  8,'  9.  he  fays,  I  will  return  in  the  great* 
nets  of  my  mercy  to  them,  and  will  rebuild  the  houfe 
of  David,  which,  by  iu  own  iniquities,  and  the  op- 
preflion  of  Us  enemies,  is  like  a  tabernacle  fallen  in¬ 
to  contempt,  and  brought  to  defolation ;  and  I  will 
raife  it  again  out  of  its  ruins,  and  exalt  it  to  higher 
glory  than  ever,  hy  the  coming  of  tbe  MefGah,  who 
(hall  fpring  but  of  that  decayed  family,  and  by  ferting 
up  a  fpirirual  and  everlafting  kingdom  under  him,  with 
wide  extent,  of  whom  and  of  whofe  church,  David 
and  his  houfe  were  types  j 

17  That  nor  the  few  only,-  but  tikewife  men  of  0- 
ther  nations,  who  have  hitherto  been  left  and  neglefit- 
ed  of  God,  (fee  tbe  note  on  ver.  3.)-  may  inquire  after 
him,  and  the  way  of  finding  favour  with  him  ;  and  fo 
mvy  feek-vni  ferve  tbe  Lord  their  God  and  David  their 
fling,  as  was  prophefied  of  holb  thefe  forts  of  people, 
{Hof-  iii*  5-  apd  Jer.  sxx.  9.)  j  and  that  particularly  all 
tbe  devout  Gentiles ,  who,  as  religious  profelytes,  pro- 
fefs  and  call  upon  my  name,  and  Hi  a  11  be  convened  to 
the  faith  of  the  Mefliah,  may  lead  the  way  herein,  faith 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  who  perforins,  all  thefe  great  and 

mamllou? 
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it  Known  on  - 
f>  God  are  alt  bU 
votks  t tab  (he 
ginning  of  the 
wld. 


19  Wherefore 
my  fenuacc  b* 
thv  we  trouble 
□ot  them  4hieh 
from  among  the 
Or  mi  la  are  turn* 
af  to  God; 


10  But  that  we 
write  unto  them 
that  they  ahftain 
from  pollution* 
of  idob,  and 
from  fonkMMn, 

and  tram  thingt 

1 blag* 


b 


marvellous  works,  to  unite  frets ,  ahd  Gentiles  in  one 
church  under  Chrift  their  Head. 

18  This,  my  brethren,  plainly  fbews,  that  'as  God 
has,  and  ever  had,  a  comprekenJive,  djfiin£t,  and  un- 
erring  viewand  foreknowledge  of  all  his  works,  from 
the  beginning  of  .the  world,  and  before  the  foundation 
of  it  y  fo  his  calling  the  Gentiles  now,  in-  adcompHfli* 
ment  of  prophecies,  that  were  delivered  many  ages  ago, 
Was  foreseen  and  predetermined  from  all  eternity  hy 
him,  and  is  brought  to  pafs  hy  his  gracious  and  effec¬ 
tual  operation,  according’  to  his  purpofe,  who  vrtrkstb 
all  things  after  the  coitnftl  of  his  awn  will,  {Kph.  i,  11.) 

19  My  opinion  and  advice  therefore,  upon  the  whole, 
is,  that  we  ffiould  take  heed  of  burthening  and  dittrei- 
firigthe  confcienees,  arid  difturbing  the  peace  of  tbefe  a- 
niong  the  Gtntilety  or  of  loadifig  them'  with  a  yoke  of 
bondage,  who  are  turned  to  God  from  their  iniquities, 
and  even  from  beathenlih  idols,  to  ferfre  the  living  and 
true  God,  (l  Tbef.-u  9.)  by  obliging,  or  fo  mneb  as 
defnlng  them  to  be  circamcifed;  and  fo  bound  to  ob- 
ferve  the  whole  Jnvijb  law. 

20  But  as  the  civil  polity  of  the  common>wealth  of 
If  ratty  dill,  in  tneafurc;  fubfiftsj  and  as  the  utikofl  cars 
ihould  be  taken  to  keep  the  converted  Gentiles  at  the 
created  diftante  from  every  thing  that  looks  like  favour¬ 
ing  the  idolatrous  worSiip' which  they  have  renounced, 
arid  to -prevent  their  giving  offence  to  the  believing 
Jevji\  it  may  be  very  neceffary,  for  uniting  both  parties 
into- one  civil  focicty,  and  one  Chriftian  Church,  in  the 
prefect  citcumftances  of  things,  tbat  vre  write  a  letter 
to  our  Gentilt  brethren;  to  recommend  their  abftaining 
from  fuck  things  as  the  profelyres  of  the  gate  have  ni- 
therto  been  obliged  to,  by  the  law  of  Mofes,  in  order 
to  thetr  enjoying  civil  and  religious  privileges  among 
tbe  Jews ;  as  particularly.  That  they  abdain  from  eat¬ 
ing  or  drinking  any  thing  that  is  offered  or  devoted  to 
idols ;  and  from,  all  impure  embraces,  rhat  ate  con¬ 
demned  by  At ofefa  law,  and  hate  been  ufed  in  the  hea* 
then  temples  before  their  gods  i  as  slfo  from  eating  the 
flefti  of  foch  beads  or  fowls  as  were  drangled,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Reparation  of  tbe  blood  from  tbeir  flelb  *  ;  and 

from 


K  Cf  T  Ei 

*  The  itntcrof  Mifttilaata  Sacra,  (fte  io  She  fdlowinj  decree,  +ir.  *j>.  were  laid 
ft,  iy.'i  his.  £  think,  made  3c  oat,  eithS  upon  the  believing  GealUest  became  they 
eStoY  Of  erldenoT  in  coocdnenee  whh  hid  been  forbidden  by  tbe  lew  of  Mafti, 
Dr.  SpnctT,.  that  liuigt  -  firMfUd  are  to  be  (Lev.  jftrii.  and  *v»U.  1,— »«-)  »  «h*  P«- 
diftingaiAed  from  thing*  th«  *cie  torn,  or  filyte*  of  the  gsti^  «n  account  of  tneic 
died  of  iheinfttve*,  ind  that  *U  tbe  partita-  having  been  the  chiet  Inducements  to,  »>xt 
fir*  of  tbe  prohibitions  mentioned  b«t.  and  concomitant!  or  fymptomt  *f  idolatry,  m 
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ftnngled ,  tod 
frtm  blood. 


x\  For  Moft* 
of  old  time  bath 
in  every  city  Lfctni 
tiut  jtr^ch  hi  m , 
being  read  in  the 
Jyi'.4£ogiitt  every 
fibbatb-day; 


n  ThenpTcaf- 
€&  it  the  applies 
ud  ctdm,  Mjth 

tbe 


from  eating  or  drinking  the.  blood  itfelf,  that  has  been 
taken  from  any  animal:  For  as  fornication  is  in  itfelf 
iinfu!)  fo  abstaining  from  the  other  things,  as  well  as 
that,  is  needful  to  prevent  offence  to  the  Chriftian  JcTvsy 
and  fee  ore  a  quiet  enjoyment  of  privileges  to  the  con¬ 
verted  Gentiles*  and  fo  to  promote  mutual  love  aud 
communion  between  both. 

21  For  the  law  of  Mofisf  which  forbids  thefc  things 
even  to  the  profelytes  of  the  gate,  is  (till*  according  to 
antiem  cuftom,  explained  in  every  city  where  there 
are  religious  affemblies  of  Jews\  his  writings  being 
conftantiy  read  in  thtir  fynagogues,  at  their  times, « 
public  worfliip,  every  labbaih-day  :  And  therefore  as 
they- have  been  brought  up,  all'  their  lives,  long,  in  a 
reverence  of  this  law,  and  will-  ftill  "frequently  hear  it 
read,  they  will  be  exceedingly  offended  to  find*  that 
the  things  there  exprefsly  prohibited,  fhould  neverthe- 
lefs  be  praftifed  by  tbe  upcircumcifed  Gentile  converts, 
who,  by  the  gofptl,  are  brought  unto  the  fame  church 
and  communion  with  themfelves,  and  who,  upon  ab- 
ftdining  from  thefe  things,  will  have  as  good  a  claim  to 
civil  piivilegee,  that  are  allowed  by  the  law  to  ttrangere 
of  the  gate,  as  if  they  had  been  all  devout  G entile t  be¬ 
fore* 

22  This  propofal,  which  was  made,  not  in  a  way  of 
authoritative  impofition,  but  of  candid  advice,  appeared 
fo  very  fit  and  rcafonable  to  the  reft  of  the  apoftles,  Peter 
and  John)  Paul  and  Barnabat*  as  alfo  to  the  elders  then 

prefeut, 

H  0  T  £. 


wrfrr  ip  thrir  spying  the  ci*il  and  rclij^- 
<ftiF  privileges  that  were  allowed  to  them  a- 
mong  the  yitPi.  But  this  docs  nnr,  m  my 
0|ib:onT  mccILrlLy  infer,  as  that  learned 
author  contends!  that  the  following  decree 
related  (ttdj  to  prufcJytes  of  the  gate:  (Sec 
(he  nuitHOii'trrr*  ),)  For,  upon  the  fort* 
verfton  of  the  iJchfrws  Gncfi/cs,  why  might 
c-rt  they  be  admitted  to  alt  ihdc  privileges, 
upon  thr  fame  terms  with  the  pmfelyies  of 
the  Grice  they  renounced  idolatry  as 
r  i:rh  as  thefc  ?  And  this  makes  the  decree 
ttr  hr  only  temporary,  with  rtfpeO  to  rhofe 
Things  that  mrj'ely  related  to  the  Jnviftcati- 
Jlirotion,  a?  mucij  3$  if  vve  were  to  confine  If 
to  the  proletytcs  of  the  gate  ;  and 
qucntly  none  of  the't  particulars,  except 
*  fornication,  which  U  often  expreftly  forbid 
in  the  Nctv  Trftnflirnt,  as  bp  itfrk' finful* 
can  he  any  longer  obligatory  upon  us,  who 
have  no  concern  with  the  naticr.il  .conftfcti- 
tiou  uf  I  he  cither  as  to  church  tit 

JUic*  which  rs  now  utterly  defrayed*  .  As 
to  the  wtin$  <*/  Itwdj  Mr.  $*;udfw4  has,  as 
1  apjiitheud,  jnflly  obfciyed,  that  the  prin* 
eipai  reaica  fur  the  prohibition  of  rating  it 


was*  bcciOft  God  appointed  the  blood  of 
hearts  to  make  atonement  for  the  font  of 
irum,  {Lev.  ivtl  ic,  it,)  and  therefore  re¬ 
quired,  that  ic  fluiuLd  he  religion  fly  fo  apart 
for  that  purprtfe  ;  But  if  this  were  a  nacral 
thing,  God  would  not  have  permitted  the 
lfrethus  to  give,  or  fell  a  creature  that  dM 
of  tticlf,  and  fo  in  its  blood ,  to  a  ftrangtr 
that  he  might  eat  it :  (Dm/*  xlr,  as.)  And 
therefore  though  the  apoftles,  at  the  council 
of  Jfrff/k/fffl,  dial  oflence  might  not  he  gi¬ 
ven  to  the  Jctpj,  a  (tv  i  fed  the  G  rail  Us,  at 
that-  ieafoir,  to  ablhin  froth  it  I  yet  the  eat¬ 
ing  ir,  or  net  eating  it,  is  no  pan  of  for  re¬ 
ligion,  hut  we  are  at  pwf^O  liberty  in  chic 
muter.  See  SjforiF/W,  vot  1/  part  i.  book 
it.  pig,  54,— ^T*  And  as  ru  tizxg}  ^ 
irto/j,  die  aportle  fW  afterward*  ipcaks  of 
earitig  them,  net  as  abfolotcly  unlaw*  n!  i:\ 
uletf,  hut  only  lb  far  as  it  might  a>unlc- 
iiunce  idolatry,  and  give  orfcnce  to  mk, 
and  tender  con fekneesp  (fan,  *iv,  14,1s, 
> 7*  i  Car,  vUi.  it — jo.  and  x  *3^31-) 
Ami  this  ^ f  rees  with  our  Lod'i  own  de¬ 
termination  about  nufftif  defilement,  Mart 
Vii,  15,— x  s* 
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the  wtiolech  arch, 
to  Pnd  cholcn 
mci  of  their  own 
compan)  to  An¬ 
tioch;  with  Paul 
and  Barnabas ; 

titi  me!yt  judas  fir- 
named  BirliLriS , 

and  Silas,  chief 
men  among  the 
brethren* 


prefent,  and  to  tbe  whole  church,  that  they  alt  united 
in  chuting  certain  per  Tons  from  among  themfdrej,  to 
go  to  Antioch,  together  with  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and 
carry  their  anfwer  to  the  question  which  had  been  fent 
from  the  church  there,'  {ver.  2.) :  And  that  they  might 
in  the  heft  maimer  teftify  their  refpeQ:  to  them,  and 
their  rcadmefs  to  keep  up  brotherly  communion  with 
-them,  and  might  add  the  greater  weight  to  their  nief- 
fage,  the  men  they  pitched  upon  to  accompany  thefe 


two  apofties,  weie  Judas,  whole  lirname  was  Barfabas', 
and  Silas,  who  was  likswlfe  called  Silvtuius ,  (2  Cor.  u 
19.)  *  both  of  which  were  noted,  eminent  and  leading 
men  among  the  brethren  of  the  church  at  Jerufab'm. 

11  And.  «we  3  j  And  that  the  Antiochian  brethren,  and  other  Gen* 

afterdifcaunEer;  id*  churches  might  be  fully  farisfied  that  what  -thefe 
TIk  ipofliei  and  meflengers  had  in  cotnmimon  to  report  to  them,  was 
rider*,  ind  bre-  the  true  and  unanimons  fenfe  of  the  whole  aftembly, 

Injnnto  thffcS-  they  wrote  4  Ie«er»  antl  Cent  «  by  by  them  f,  exaftly 

thrtn  which  ire  anfwerabic  to  the  apoftle  James' %  advice,  tbe  contents 
of  die  Gentile*  of  which  were  to  this  effect  $ :  The  apofties,  and  elders, 

byrhan^GUc^.  ai^  brethren  at  Jerufalem,  fend  their  Chriftiatt  -faluta- 

tions  in  the  Lord,  wifliing  all  profperity,  peace,  and 
joy  unto  the  Gentile  brethren  of  the  churches  that  com¬ 
monly  rcGde  and  affcmbic  at  Afithcb ,  and  in  other  parts 
.  of  tbe  provinces  of  Syria  and  Cilicia  |j,  or  wherever  they 
are  fcattered  abtoad^  .  24  In- 

NOTES. 

*  As  Jnias*%  fun  a  roe  is  ihe  feme  urfrh  as  well  as  id  its  effort*,  or  togerher  with 
of  who  was  called  Barfcba *,  them ;  and  that  even  extraordinary  ntEc=rs 

*nti  was  a  candMaU  for  the  apoftteftftp,  themfd^cf  would  not  take  upon  tilem  to 
(t/vp.  i.  *  3*)  fome  have  thought  (tut  they  determine  this  important  p«L'<t,  wij'out 
were  brethren.  Siiat  was  the  Jevifi  Dime  the  ronennwee  of  the  brtfWir;  and  that 
r!'  the  ether  of  thefe  nrelfengcr*,  and  it  their  determination  was  according  to  the 
fetrus  from  his  being  called  a  Sjw«v  {fiaf*  word  of  God,  (vrr*  iy,  err*)  the  only  rale 
xvi*  37*)  that  he  w±i  a  free -man  of  Momcy  of  faith*  and  infallible  juit^  of  mut  rover- 
anti  that  Si/twiw  was  bin  Roman  name,  by  fos.  How  unlike  wns  all  this  to  the  pn* 
which  he  was  tifuaHy  called,  after  he  be*  erodings  of  Popes,  and  Jiroous  councils,  in 
came  the  Companion  of  the  apoftle  Paa^  ia  after  ages  t  • 

preaching  rhcgofptJ  to  the  Gcnukh  |  1  take  the  folio winj  words,  to  tbe  end 

f  The  vjiok  condufi ot  thn  rihir  plnbiy  of  v/r*  to  be  au  txt&  copy  of  the 
fhews,  chat  the  church  in  thole  days  had  council's  letter;  hut  as  the  nature  of  a  pa- 
no  notion  of  Prtfr’s  primacy,  or  of  his  nphrdc  requires  the  ufeof  deferent  temu, 
being  the  chief  judge  of  controverfie* :  For  to  upliia  and  enlarge  ujiou  the  tear,  it  is 
the  decree  is  drawn  up,  not  according  to  necefljry  to  fay,  in  representing  its  tenle, 
kt,  but  the  apoftle  Jjefj's  proposal  md  that  it  ms  to  tier  or  to  fbii  pvrfsf^ 

diic£lir)n  about  tbe  point  in  difpote  ;  and  of  the  like/ 

that  in  $he,uroe,  not  of  the  apoftle  F/icr,  Jj  Thu  lifts  decree  related  to  other  churches 
iit  of  all  tbe  apofties  aiid  eldest  then  pic-  -  of  the  Gtafikiy  Mes  thoie  in  Svri.i  and  Cr- 
fens,  and  of  the  whyle  chmch,  to  whom  flew,  Appears  from  (he  apoftle  Prffffs  ft  eft  ver- 
i!ie  meftage  was  fcnr,  Nay,  Peter**  name  iag  it  to  the  churches  of  the  fevcral  towns  and 
is  ikk  to  much  as  intmloacil  at  all,  cither  in  riiies.  in  of  her  provinces  to  which  he  after* 
t  he  order  foe  fending  to  Jeryfskm*  (wr.  i*)  wards  went,  Uh&p*  xvL  4  )  and  where  ho 
upon  the  qtwfticn,  or  in  the  melTcugtri  ad*  had  before  preached  the  jpjfpd,  and  been 
ertfs  rJaiing  to  it,  {>Yr,  4  )  or  in  the  owned  of  G(ft  in  the  convention  of  many 

| titer  that  was  wrote  in  aofwer  to  it ;  And  hl^nts,  as  weft  as  devout  G  ensile  i*  (&ethc 

rhjv  Vikcwife  fhews  thu’ihe  feat  of  judgo*  note  on' ver. 

*vas  that  placed  in  the  whole  Chun™, 


ill  The  Acts  of  the  Apobti.es  pdrapbra} Sri,  Ch.  ir, 


24  Forafimuh 
**  wc  hai«  heard 
thaiccf  urn  which 
u-tnt  out  from  us 
-hav^UcubUd  you 
with  wank,  rub- 
nrH  ngy  oitHsult, 
faying,  YtmaftbG 
drcumdfhd*  and 
keep  the  Lw;  to 
whom  wog^vcix) 
fab  C0QIQ}AQ4~ 

id  cut ; 


24  Inafmuch  as,  to  oar  extreme'  grief,  we  have  bee^ 
informed,  that  iome  perfons,  who  went  from  thefe paro^ 
and,  pretending  to  be  countenanced  and  autborifod  by 
us,  have  given  you  a  great  deal  of  difturbancc,  by  their 
deceiving  words  and  fierce  deputations,  even  to  the 
perverting  of  your  fouls,  id  tbe  great  article  of  juftifica- 
tion  alone  through  faith  in  our  .Lord  Jefus  Cbrift,  and 
turning  them  afide  from  the  liberty  of  the  go’fpel,  by  in- 
Tiding  on  the  needfity  of  your  being  circuincifed,  and 
fubmitting  to  the  whole  law  of  Mofet,  in  order  to  your 
acceptance  with  God,  and  being  admitted  to  all  the  pri¬ 
vileges  and  hlclBngs  of  his  covenant,  we  in  reality  sever 
Lid  a  word  to  thofe  men.,  or  to  any  others,  that  looked 
like  a  commiflion  from  'Ui,  to  fugged  any  thing  of  that 
kind.  ■  ’ 


ft  ft  finned 

good  onto  ns  t 
.  afcmUod 

with  one 

fifw!  chosen 
with  our  beloved 
fiten  unto  yoo, 
tlui^hu  and 
pAol ; 

H 


*6  Men  that 
Hjve  hmrJcd 
ifiHr  li vzt  forth* 

fidme  (if  our  Lrord 

ChrifU 


25  We  therefore  being  met  together  with  one  mind 
and  heart,  in  one  and  the  fame  fpirit,  and  having  ma¬ 
turely  deliberated  upon  the  matter,  have  thought  it  high¬ 
ly  expedient,  and  accordingly  have  unanimoufly  agreed, 
to  fend  to  you,  with  this  our  letter,  men  of'  unexcep¬ 
tionable  charter,  chofen  out  of  the  church  which  or¬ 
dinarily  adembles  here  j  and  have  fent,  together  with 
them,  the  two  a po files,  Barnabas  and  Paul,  who  are 
defervedly  exceeding  dear  to.  us,  as  well  as  to  yourfelves, 
for  their  eminenr  gifts  and  graces, labours  and  fufferingsi 

26  Men,  who  have  given  the  flroogeft  proofs  of  their 
fincerity  and  zeal,  in  that  they  have  freely  expofed  them- 
felves  to  the  utmoft  hardfhips,  and  run  the  rtlk  of  their 
own  lives,  by  preaching  the  gofpel,  in  obedience  to  the 
authority,  and  for  promoting  the  glory  of  Jefus  Cbrift, 
their  Lord  and  ours.  But  left  the  falle  teachers  fhould 


if  IK*  hvrt 

_  T  *■  LB 

■tfflt  fhcrefoTfl  Jtj- 

who 

l  aJfo  tell  yoa 

the  luiie  thlDgf 
by 


For  it  Cttm~ 
good  fo  the- 
^oJy  Ghoft,  #nd 

to  . 


make  ill  impreflibns  on  Tome  minds,  as  if)  hccaufe  tbefe 
apoftles  have  been  chief  inftrumems  in  converting  the 
Genti^sf~thtj  are  fo  prepofleffed  in  their  favour,  as  to 
mifre prefers  our  ienfe  about  them, 

27  We  have  therefdi&j  to  take  off  all  fufptcioqof  that 
nature,  deputed  Judas  and  Silas  to  attend  them,  in 
bringing  this  letter  to  you,  who  will  like  wife  more  ful¬ 
ly  farisfy  you,  bv  word  of  mouth,  about  our  fenti  meats, 
proceedings,  ana  determination  in  this  affair,  according 
to  what  we  have  here  written*  ‘ 

W 

iS  For,  to  come  to  the  main  point,  it  has  pleafed 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  as  appears  by  the  intimations  he  has 
^iven  in  amieru  prophecies  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles^ 
and  by  his  extraordinary  defeent  on  Cornelius  and  his 
frienofc  at  Cefarca,  {chap*  x.  44,  <5rr*)  and  afterwards  on 
the  idolatrous  G  entiles %  (fee  the  note  on  chap*  xiiu 
j:.)  though  neithqr  of  them  were  circumdfed;  and  it 


Ch.  xr.  fit  Act*  ef  th*  Apostles  par-aphrafi d.  rtj 


to  ui,  toJay^np- 
on  joa  no  greater 
burden than  rittfc 
nccallary  d)io|f: 


Tint  ye  tU 
Aita  from  nvnrt 
offered  to  Idols, 
ami  from  blood, 
and  from  things 
JlrangUd  ,  and 
from  fonriatioa ; 
from  whkh  If  ye 
keep  yovrfdvcs, 
yt  (ball  do  well, 
Fwt  ye  trell 


baa  accordingly  been  Judged  fit  and  proper  by  u$,  un¬ 
der  his  direction  and  influence,  to  injoin  your  observa¬ 
tion  of  nothing  farther,  that  might  be_  looked  upon  aa 
of  u burdenfom^ nature ,  than  the  few  following  thing?, 
which,  coufj  daring  all  circumft&nces  in  the  prefent  Hate 
of  the  JrwtJb  contUtution,  and  of  the  gofpel -church, 
are  needhry  *  to  fet.ygHi  upon  good  terms  with  your 
believing  brethren  of  tlte  circumcLfioojand  they  are, 

29  That  ye  refrain  from  meats  and  drinks  offered  to 
idols,  as  partaking  of  them  .would  be  conltr ued  a  coun¬ 
tenancing  of  the  idol  itfelf,  in  opposition  to  the  only 
true  <iod;„tJbat  ye  forbear,  eating  or  drinking  of  blood, 
that  has  been  taken  from  any  animal ;  and  from  eating 
the  flefii  of  any  fowl  or  beaft,  that  has  been  ftrangled  to 
prevent  the  taking  away  its  blood,  as  feeding  upon  either 
of  thefe  would  be  deemed  fymbolizmg  with  -idolatry, 
and.  would  give  fuch  offeoce,  as  to  prevent  all  free  cor- 
refpondence  and  brotherly  communion  with  Chnftian 
JrwS)  and  that  ye  never  defile  yourfclvcs  with  any  kind 
of  unlawful  ufie  of  wbmen,  as  that  is  not  only  abomina¬ 
ble  on  account  of  the  impurities  of  that  kind  which  have 
been  pra£Ufcd  before  the  heathen  idols  in  their  temples, 
but  is  like  wife  deltruiUve  of  God’s  ordinance  of  mar¬ 
riage,  and  of  die  peace,  harmony,  and  welfare  of  fami¬ 
lies,  and  is  direftly  contrary  to  the  express  command  of 
pur  Saviour,  {MaitB*  xix.  3, — 9.)  If  ye  carefully  avoid 
thefe  four  things,  y%  will  do  all  that  is  needful,  on  your 
part,  to  take  off  exceptions  again  ft  you,  merely  becaufe 
ye  are  not  circumcifed^  and  do  not  think  youifeires 
bound  by  the  Mofaic  law ;  and  ye  will  commenrfably 
purfuethe  things  that  make  for  the  glory  of  God,  the 
tranquility  and  comfort  of  the  church,  and  the  further* 
since  of  the  gofpel#  .  We  add  no  more,  than  our  hearty 
prayers,  that  your  fouls  may  abundantly  profper  in  light 
and  grace*  Minefs,  love,  and  peace,  and  may  be  fa- 
ved  forever* 


3°f 

NOTE. 

4  Thrash  all  thefe  particulars  were  at  that  fotiety,  and  the  New  TritAment-d;fpenf?tfon 
time  necd&ry  for  avoiding  nfl^ice,  uni  pro  la(t.  Foe  if  ihcfe  thing*  Afr,  necUI^r  at  »ll, 
muting  cm!  and  iaered  harmony,  love,  avul  on  any  atrotmt  wha/fnev*^  anil  parJtaiUriy 
peace,  as  -things  were  then  ckewnflancrd  f>e-  with  relation  to  the  ca ic  which  oecafioncd  tire 
tween  the  believing  Jews  and  Genii]*!)}  who  writing  of  this  tetter ;  that  is  enough  to  an. 
were,  to  be  incorporated  into  one  church;  fwer  the  fo:re  of  the  e * prrflj on,  which  call  1 
they  were  not  fat4  to  he  or  alike  ue*  them  in  this  view,  wtiffarj  fiUgt*  Sec  Lf- 

(ctt&ty  ia  thcmtelves ;  And  thtfdbve  it  /jjsJ* s  Din*  Atiihtr  <,f  the  Ofd  and  JWv  TV-* 
tannot  be  concWtd  from  thence,  that  eating  vol.  f.  p*  Ar.J  w  it  U  ccrtatti 

dfMood,  as  wdl  as  forniration,  is  ip  in  q»(i  that  many  miter  ibinm,  befiilci  tlwk*,  wpw 
pudcc  fintnl  1  or  rhat  abfUining  fjom  the  ttectflary  to  the  Chrilmo  charges  it  a;>* 
fiift  of  fbde  iS  at  all  itcccfJiry,  now  tbs  sea*  pears  that  when  thefe  orly  were  fpoken  of  ^ 
(In?  of  the  prohibition  arc  ccafbd  »  though  a*  rteeetfjiy  /Grogj,  ;t  r;htw  not  to  ClitiJlbns  as 
viiJinj/  fornication  will  atwnys  lie  fo*  u  fuc'i,bo'  nneiciy  to  the  then  ptifrnf  il  '>^  of  i'if 

wUod’s  ordjjuice  f«  nwringc,  :lu- lavifc  of 


t*4 
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Gh.  n. 


jo  r  So,  wTkq 

jhcy  were  diP 
it  tiled,  (hey  came 
to Antioch:  aad, 
ydien  they  had 
j^uiicreJ  the  mot- 
lirudc  together, 
t^ry  cHmipd  the 
cpitcle* 

?i  JFbicfi  when 

ll^jr  had  rejel, 
they  rfjoiraJ  for 
ibe  comolati^rw 


yi  And  Juris* 
and  Stitt*,  be  - 
in prophet!  alio 
theriithe^j  ex 

horted  the  bre¬ 
thren  w  ith  raany 

vnrdjj  and  coil- 

firmed  :bm* 


33  And  after 

t!  toy  h  j  d  lavrlcd 

I htre  a  fpjce,  they 

t^ert*  let  po  Hi 

■■  ■ 

peace  from  the 
broth rqj  yntp  the 
bpcJticti 


p  Ni'tu'ifh- 
flsndima  jy  pica- 

lid  Ssla*  m  abide 
(hi. vc  ltitl. 


35  Paul  aifo 
eiKfit  rniljwon* 
ftiiiud  hi  An- 
uovh  ,  lea  htng 
and  pinching 

the  word  of  the 

Lord, 


J°>  31  Then  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  the  other  m«f- 
fengers  that  attended  them,  being  in  this  manner  lent 
away,  proceeded,  in  purfiupce  of  their  orders,  dir«£Uy 
to  Antioch  in  Syria.,  from  whence .  the  queitioq  bad 
been  fent,  relating  to  thencceffity  of  the  belie  ring  Gen¬ 
tiles  lacing  circutncifed.  And  there,  calling  the  church 
together,  they  delivered  to  them  the  letter  from  the  a- 
poftfes,  eldere  and  brethren  at  Jerufalem.  Which  be* 
ing  read  to  the  whole  aflembly,  by  tbeir  own  order, 
they  exceedingly  rejoiced  in  .the  comfort  of  fnch  a  fea-; 
fonable  and  amicable  fettle menr  of  the  late  trophlefome 
controverfy,  and  in  the  friendly  exhortation  ['*• T* 

««»<}  that  was  given  them  to  comply  with  thefc  injunc¬ 
tions,  which  were  indeed  no- other  than  the  profely tea 
of  the  gate  had  always  been  under  ;•  and  to  Hand  Tali  in 
their  Cbriftian  liberty  front  the  yoke  of  bondage,  which 
their  enemies  would  have  laid  upon  them* 

32  Hereupon  Judas  and  Silas,  who  were  themfclves 
fuperior  prophets,  joined  with  the  apoftjes,  and  took  a- 
bundance  of  pains,  in  perfuading  and  intreating  the 
Chiiftian  brethren,  by  many  arguments,  to  prattife  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  .excellent  plan  for  peace;  and  to  perfe- 
vere  in  the'  pure  do&rines  of  ChriR,  and  in  a  dofe  ad¬ 
herence  to  him  for  juftiheation  in  God’s  light;  And  by 
this  means  they  greatly  ftrengthened,  and  fettled  them 
in  the  fairh,  holinefe,  and  liberty  of  the  gofpel. 

33  And  when  they  had  fpenr  a  confidcrable  time  in 
this  ufefut  manner  at  Antioch,  their  good  fer  vices  were 
thankfully  owned  by  the  church  -there,  who  being  at 
peace  among  tbemfelves,  and  wi filing  all  hlcfiings  tq 
them,  agreed  to  give  them  all  proper  a  IS  (lances  andtef- 
ti monies  of  refpc&,  in  their  journey,  whenever  they 
Ihould  pieafe  to  return  to  fuch  of  the  apoftles  as  might 
be  (fill  at  Jentfalem,  who  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  the 
happy  eftefts  of  the  epHHe  and  deputation  which  had 
been  fent  from  thence, 

34  But  Silas  rather  chofe  to  let  Judas  go  back  alone, 
and  to  continue  himfclf  fliU  a  while  longer  with  the 
brethren  at  this  city,  that  he  might  be  of  further  ufe  tQ 
them  ;  and  might  have-the  pleasure  and  advantage  of 
their  phriftian  conversation,  and  of  feeing  how  the  work 
of  the  liord  went  forwards  among  (hem. 

3$  Paul  and  Barnabas  like  wife  tarried  at  Antioch  for 
foment! me  after  this,  laying  themfeives  out  with  grea; 
zeal  and  afl'nlujty,  jn  private*  djfcnurfcs,  and  public 
pt  caching  on  the  great  doctrines  of  Chriit,  for  the  coi- 
verlion  of  linnets,  as  many  people  ufed  to  come  from 

all  parts  to  that  great  metropolis ;  and  for  the  tncreafe 

■ "  '  and 


Cb.  xv. 
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Lord,  with  pit*' 
ny  oil alfo. 

3tf  And,  fomc 
d^'s  after,  Paul 
tM  unco  Barna¬ 
bas,  Let  us  jo  a- 
gmn  and  vitit  our 
Irtihrca  in  every 
city-  where  we 
hive  preached  the 
word  of  the  Lord, 
**.d  fit  how  they 
do/ 


37  And  Bar* 
p-ibas  determined 

to  takewitnrhem 
John,  whofe  fir- 
pi:ne  O'K  Mark. 


3&  Bat  Pint 
thought  doc  good 
tn  take  him  with 
them,  who  de¬ 
pan  cd  Fmm  them 
tram  Parnphylia, 
\  wen;  nor  with 
them  to  the  work. 


5P  And  the 
contention  was  io 
iharp  betw-^en 
them  chat  they 
depart  ed 


and  edification  of'  the  church ;  and  there  were  feveral 
other  men  -of  eminent  gifts  and  graces,  that  were.aflif- 
tant  to  them  therein  *. 

3 6  But  after  the  two  apoftles  had  ftayed  there  as  long 
as  they  thought  tonvenient,  Paul  faid-eo  Bamabatt  his 
fellow*  labourer.  Come,  let  us  now  return,  and  make  a 
joint  vifit  to  our  dear  brethren  that  have  been  brought 
over  to  the  faith  of  Chnft,  and  formed'  into  churches* 
{chap.  xiv.  23.)  in  all  the  towns  and  cities  where  we 
have  been  preaching  the  gofpel  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  which 
he  committed  .to  oortruft,  and  which  derives  all  its  ef¬ 
ficacy  from  him,  who  is  its  author,  fubjed,  and  glory; 
that  we  onrfelves  may  fee  how  it  fares  with  them  i  whe¬ 
ther  they  continue  and  go  forwards  in  the  faith  and  or¬ 
der  of  the  gofpel,  or  decline  and  go  backwards ;  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  reft  and  peace,  or  arc  involved  in  troubles 
and  dangers  j  and  what  further  afiiftances  may  be  need¬ 
ful  for  them,  or  further  work  is  to  be  done  among  them. 

37  And  Barnabas t  approving  of  this  good  motion, 
was  defirous  to  take  his  nephew  John  Mark  along  with 
them  in  their  fecond  progrefs ;  he  having  dill  an  affec¬ 
tion  for  him,  as  his  neay  ktnfman  after  the  fleih,  and 
brothtr  in  Ohrid,  'though  he  had  deferted  them  in  their 

former  journey.  {Chap.  xiii.  13.) 

3$  But  Paid  did  not  think  him  worthy  of  this  ho¬ 
nour  f  and  therefore  would  by.  no  means  agree  to  take 
him  for  their  a  Aidant  again,  who,  under  the  influence 
of  fome  worldly  and  carnal  motive,  had  left  their  com¬ 
pany  at  Perga  in  PampbyRat  and  declined  venturing 

any  -farther  with  them  in  the  noble,  though  perilous  en¬ 
terprise  to  which  the  Holy  Spirit  had  called  them, 
{chap.-  xiii.  }.) ;  and  fo  left  them  to  go  on  alone  in  that 
important  fervice. 

.  39  And  asjthe.  beft  of  men  are  but  men  at  the  bed, 
and  have  remainders  of  weaknefs  ami  corruption  in 
them,  for  their  humhling  and  caution,  and  to  keep 
them  feif*  diffident  and  dependent  on  the  merit  and 
grace  of  the  Redeemer  j  each  of  thefc  eminent  faints  and 
lervants  of  Cbrift  was  Jo  (tiff,  and  unyielding  to  the  0- 
ther  on  this  head,  that  neither  of  them .  would  make 

j  *  m 

filch  allowances  to  bis  brother*  as  humility*  love,  and 
meeknefs  called  for  ;  bat  tbey  fell  into  fuch  warm  difr 
pme$i  as  too  much  inflamed  each  other’s  paffions,  and 
■  '  iff  tied 


N  p  T  E- 

*  It  appears  pretty  plain  from  Gat  iu  ji,  tuition  happened  between  him  and  the  ipoftU 
that  Ptttr  came  down  From  JrrsffitcTn  to  Paul*  about  cainj;  with  the  Gtailtes*  Fw 
Anticth*  bcfi&rc  Pant  and  JWrjMAU  had  left  tltis  feAns  to  be  the  only  l*<v*  when  Piter  U* 
ir *  and  that  this  was  the  iudc  wheq  the  eon*  ^bdu  two  apoftles  of  (he  Cttafiits  At  datmb. 
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Ox  xljir 


departed  ifonder 
one  from  the  o- 
tlttri  and  G>  D  tr- 
nahattnoJt  Mart, 

and  Ailed  wto 
Cyprus : 


40  And  Paul 
tkoXc  Sitw,  and 
depart©!,  beii»g 
ttaakmiatndtd'br 
the  brethren  on- 

ii>  the  enev  of 
Got 


41  And  bq  went 
threngh  Syria  and 
CilicLi,  cuAfirnu* 

iod  the  cboichtti 


xflncd  m  their  parting  company ;  And  yet  as  ther  hearts 
ven  invariably  fet  on  their  main  defign,  and  God 
knows  how,  to  owr-rule  the  intern  pertta  beats  and  quar¬ 
rel*-  of  his  own  people,  as  well  as  tbe  cruet  perfections 
of  their  enemies,  fOr  tbeYuttbcfaoqe  oft  he  gofpel  j  Bar- 
makas,  who  would  notgive^Tipi)f<jri»  a$  a.  veffeiwbere- 
in  is  no  pkifuitj  viii.8.)  went  away  with  him, 
and  fet  fail  for  Bis  native  country*  the  ifle  of  Gjpruj, 
(rhap.  iv,  36.)  to  vi6t  the  brethren,  aqd  to  bdp  their 
faith  and  joy  there,  where  the  two  appftles  of  the  Gen¬ 
tiles  bad  begun  their  work  in  their  firft  journey.  (Chap. 
1111.  4.) 

.  40  And  Pant,  who  was  after  werds  reconciled  to  Bar - 
■11 after  and  Mark,  and  {poke  honourably  and  affection¬ 
ately  of  them,  (i  Cor.  ix.  6,  GA  iv.  10.  tnd-i  7m.  iv, 
11.)  cbofe  Silas  for  his  affiftaut,  tnftead  of  Mark,  and 
tboogh  there  might  be  lame  fault  in  both  tbe  apoftles 
way  of  managing  their  hat  contefts  about  him,  yet  the 
church  Teeming  to  think  Paul  molt  in  the  right,  and 
approving  of  bis  choice  of  Silas  *,  .be  fet  out  with  him 
opon  the  wings  of  their  prayert,  who  Solemnly  recom¬ 
mended  hiratp  the  fanout  and  hlefling  of  God,  for  all 
affiftance  mid  fuccefe  in  thfe  his  fecond  apofloiic  jour¬ 
ney  1  which,  together  with  what  was  afterwards  done 
by  him,  will  be  the  principal  AibjeQ  of  the  remaining 
part  of  this  hiftory. 

.  41  And  he  travelled,  firft  of  all,  through  part  of 
Syria,  till  he  came  to  Cilicia,  which  was  his  own  coun¬ 
try,  (chap.  xxi.  39O  in  both  of  which  provinces  he  vi- 
ffted  tbe  churches  that  had  been  planted  in  their  feverai 
.dries  f;  and,  leaving  with  them  the  snides  agreed  on 
-by  the  council  at  Jemfalem,  and  dire£Ud  to  them,  (ver. 
23.)  he  chiefly  applied  himfelf  to  the  good  work  of  c- 
Cabihhing  them  in  tbefaitb  and  fcllowihip  of  the  gofpel. 


NOT 

*  It  fremft  u  If  BxrttAai  went  away  a* 
bmptly,  wiJwut  waiting  Far  the  prayers  of 
the  church,  which  he  aright  tblnfc  the  lefs 
luristriry,  bccurfe  he  had  beep  Itcforc  At  out, 
ind  recommended  by  them  ia  Ehc  grace  of 
God,  together  with  the  apoAle  Psvty  for 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles t  (chap. 
j(»iL  3.)  Or,  perhaps,  he  had  ibeir  priytrt 
^^in,  before  be  fet  ©ut^  as.  weilas  Paul, 
thoti^ii  l.*Ae  patted  it  orcr  in  fitence,  as  6t* 
finning  to  give  no  further  account  of  him  ; 
hut  to  piocccd  Itmpfdirtdy  to  tbe  hiftory  of 
tlic  uthef  great  apoftte  of  the  Gtm^ktf  after 
this  Aparmion, 

t  There  Is  no  ten  fan  todoubt  b^t  !ha?,  as 


R  E  C  O  I* 

K  A. 

decree  vu  directed  to  there  church*'  ?£ 
well  at  to  that  at  Antioch,  Psv!  in J  SiUt  kft 
it  whh  them ;  and  therefore  fame  tuw 
thought  that  this  verA  is  to  be  connected 
with  cbaP.  afua.  and  that  the  three  fiiit  vtr- 
f«  of  tW  chapter  arc  to  be  eonfidered  as  a 
paredihefis.  But  there  is  no  ncetftity  for 
this  fuppofition,  which  items  to  be  made  to 
Arvc  an  hypothecs;  for  that  fid  rrighi  U 
Ufccu  for  granted,  and  therefiitc  needed  not 
£0  he  j&articalafly  mentioned,  became  it  h*d 
juft  before  been  Aid,  that  the  decree  was  ex*- 
prtfsly  uddrci&d  to  the  churdtcs  of  tlu&pto* 
v Sneer,  vtr*  313.  of  tbit  chapter. 


Ch.  xt.  .  Tie  Acts  ef  the  AfostX-Ks  paraphrafed, 

RECOLLlCTIO  NS. 

How  injurious  it  a  fymt  of  bigotry  for  the  law  of  Mofes  to  the  pare  dofirine 

of  filtration  alone  by  jcft]s,Chrj&*  through  faith  in  him  !  But  bow  happy  11  it  to 
be  treed  from  a  law*  the  ob&rvation  of  which  was  tike  a  galling'  yoke  of  bon- 
dage  to  theltefh  and  conftience,  -  and  oevercould  procure  the  benefit  which 
the  gofpd  brings  to.  thufo  whofo  hearts  arc  purified  by  faith  I  They  arc  fared, 
not  by  any  works  of  their  own*  but  merely  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  jefua 
Chrift,  bow  infamous  focrer  their  charaG  err  were  before  !  \yhen  attempts  are 
made,  and  that  under  pretence  of  apoftolic  authority*  to  corrupt  the  dlftmgtiUh- 
ing  peculiarities  of  tbegofpd,  andtopermtthefoiiisofChtiA^dacipies;  it  is 
high  time  to  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  which  was  once  delivered  to  the 
faints  ;  But  what  pity  is  it,,  and  what  a  humbling  proof  of  the  remainder  of  cor¬ 
rupt  ion  in  the  belt  of  men  upon  earth,  that  angry  contentions  would  ever  arife 
among  fuch  as.are.  heartily  agreed  in  the  lame  common  caufe,  about  inattm  of 
little  moment,  and  about  the  pnidentia)  rules  and  methods  of  carry fog  on  the 
work,  of  the  Lord  I  And  to  what  confafion,  trouble,  and  danger,  do  warm  con* 
troverfiei  otpofe  the  churches  of  Cbrift  !  It  is  matter,  of  great  confolation  when 
they  are  happily  adjufted ;  and  the  wifdom  of  God  is  to  be  adored#  which  over¬ 
rules  them,  for  the  clearing  up  of  truth,  ami  the  cltablUhment  of  believers,  as  it 
did  the  iifue  of  the  deputations  between  the  apoftlea  and  the  falte  teachers;  and 
for  propagating  the  canfe  of  Ghriftt  as  the  contention  between  Barnahas  and 
Pfful  turned  to  the  wider  fprcad'of  the  gofpd.  But  it  ie  the  duty  of  the  churches 
thcmfclm,  as  well  as  of  their  paltora  and  teachers,  to  interpofe  for  the  fettling 
of  fuch  controverts,  as  afTrdt  their  peace,  harmony,  and  communion  one  with 
another;  and  yet  this  is  by-no  means  to  be  attempted  in  a  way  of  arbitrary  nnpo- 
lit  ion,  but  of  prudenti  brotherly  advice,  which  they  fbmjld  be  ready  to  a£k,  re¬ 
ceive*  and  give,  with  a  deep  concern  for  important  doctrines  and  CbrilHan  li¬ 
berty  on  one  hand,  and  for  tendemefs  and  ccndefcenfioa  to  weak  and  fcrupulous 
coniciencts  on  the  other;  and  none  fiiould  ever  go  into  a  way  of  authoritative 
determination,  any  farther  than  they  can  make  it  appear,  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
has  decided  the  point  which  lyes  before  them.  And  how  careful  Jhould  we 
be,  that  we  do  not  mifcoriftnie  God’s  own  injunftions,  and  make  fuch  of  them 
perpetually  binding  upon  confcjence,  which  he  defigned  only  to  full  feme 
temporary  occafioDS;and  that  we  do  wit  confound  things  neceftary  in  thcmfdves, 
like  that  of  8) fog  from  the  fin  of  fornication,  with  things  that  are  fo  only  in  feme 
peculiar  dreum fences,  lifcethofe  of  abstaining  from  meats  and  drinks  offered  to 
idols,  and  from  things  ftranjjled,  and  from  blood  When  any  are  brought  to 
the  true  faith  of  Cbrift*  it  ts  matter  of  great  joy  to  all  Serious  ChriftUns  that 
hear  of  it;  but  the  mini  fey  oftbe  gofpel  is  as  needful  for  confirming  and  c* 
feblfthing  them  that  believe,  as  for  the  cottverfion  of  a  tinner  from  the  error  of 
his  ways:  and  whatever  fucccfs  his  fomnts  have,  in  either  of  thefe  parts  of 
their  work,  it  is  only  what  God  has  done  by  them,  and  they  fhould  (peak  of  i( 
in  that  manner,  that  he  my  have  all  the  glory. 

M 


CHAP,  XVI, 

■  4 

■  * 

Paul,  finding  Timothyaf  Lyftra,  circumeifes  bimt  and  takes  him  to  he. 
his  ajj/iflant)  1,-3.  Yijits  Jeveral  churchts^  4,  5.  Js  prevented 
going  to  fame  places  t  and  direQed  to  Macedonia,  by  the  Spirit t  6* 
— (2.  Lydia  is  converted  by  bis  miniflry  near  PWilippi,  13, — 1 5. 
He.  afterwards  cajls  01st  a  fair  it  of  divination  from  a  young  woman 
there f  16, — 1 8.  For  this  he  and  Silas  are  feaurged  and  imprifaned , 
19,-24.  The  jailor  is  converted ,  2  5, —-3  4.  Wil  l  Paul  and  Silas 
are  publicly  atta  honourably  fat  at  liberty  by  the  magifarates,  35, — 4°* 

Paha- 


4 
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Text. 
tam*  he 

to  Derby  4iul 
Jjyflra :  and  lie- 
hold  a  certain 
difcptcvij  ihete, 

named  Timocht- 

D(i  the  ton  of 
*  certain  woman 
which  was  a  Jew* 
•ft,  and  believed; 
Inn  hi*  father  W4 1 

a  Creak; 


t  Which  wai 
well  reported  of 
by  the  brethren 
that  were  at  Ly* 
An  and  Jeon  turn. 


Pi&APKEASEr 

'  I  'HE  apnftle  Paul,  leaving  Cilicia ,  went  in  company 
with  Silas  to  Derbe  and  Lyftra,  cities  of  Lycaonia  j 
where  he  and  Barnabas  had  preached,  and  planted 
churches  before,  [chap,  xiv.  4,  20, — 23.)  And  obfeivs 
how  happily  God  fup plied  his  want  of  John  Mark,  by 
providing  him  another  raoft  agreeable  affiftam  in  his 
(lead.  At  the  lad  of  thefe  cities,  he  met  with  a  certain 
difciple  of  Jefus,  Timothy  by  name,  the  foa  of  the" no¬ 
ted  Eunice,  who  was  a  Jeutefi,  and'  a  fioccre  believer 
in  Chriftj  { t  Tim.  i.  5.)  j  but  his  father  was  a  Gentile 
of  Grecian  ext  raft ;  and  b  he  was  the  propereft  perfon 
that  couid  be  met  with*  to'  engage  in  minift  ratio  ns  both 
to  Jews  and  Gentiles , 

2  .This  young  man  had  an  excellent  c  ha  rafter  for  his 
religion,  morals,  and  fupenor  gifts  and  graces,  among 
all  tthe  Chriftian  brethren,  that  were  acquainted  with 
him  at  Lyjlra,  and  the  neighbouring  city  of  lem ium ; 
and  fome  of  the  infpired  prophets,  in  thofe  days,  had 
foretold  his  future  eminent  fervices  in  the  church  of 


Chrift,  (t  Tim*  i.  18.  and  ir.  14.) 

$  Him  wild  3  Paul  therefore  was  defirous  to  take  this  extraordi- 

folth  ^rith  jTiJf?  nary  youth  to  travel  with  him,  and  to  be  affiftant  to 
and  look  and  dr*  him  tn  his  work :  And  though  tbia  apollle  had  lately 

appeared  with  great  zeal  againft  impofmg  circumcifion 
which0  lf,JT  cn  Gentile  converts,  either  as  neceflary  to  falvacion,  or 
thoie  qmrten as  a  religious  bond  to  obierve.  the  ceremonial  law, 

for  [ebap,  xv.  i,  z.)  and  had  oppofed  the  circumciling  of 

Titus,  both  his  parents  being  Gentiles ,  who  were  under 
no  manner  of  obligation  to  regard  the  Mojaic  constitu¬ 
tion,  {Gal.  ii.  3.) :  Yet  as  the  Jev/iJb  ceremonies  were 
national  rites,  which  belonged  to  their  civil,  as  well  as 

ecclefiaJUcal  ftate,  and  were  to  be  gradually  laid  afule 
among  them,  .till  their  civil  con  dilution  fhould  be  ut¬ 
terly  destroyed  ;  and  as  he  was  willing,  as  far  as  he 
Could  with  a  fafe  conference,  to  become  a  Jew  to  the 
Jews,  and  to  be  made  all  things  to  all  men,  that  he 
might  gain  over  the  more  to  Chrift  and  the  gofpel,  for 
his  glory  and  their  own  falvation,  (1  Cor.  ix.  (9, — 23.) ; 
So,  in  condefcenfion  to  JewiJh  prejudices,  and  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  their  civil  polity,  he,  with  Timothy  & 
own  confent,  circumcifcd  him,  hecaule  he  was  a  Jew 
by  his  mother's  fide,  and  there  were  a  great  many  of 
that  countrymen  in  thofe  parts,  who  were  zealous  fur 
their  an  dent  rites,  and  would  mate  his  want  of  cir- 
cumciGon  a  ftrong  qbjeftion  again  ft  his  miniftry,  r.r.  .1 
againft  converting  with  him,  and  fo  obftruft  his  u<V- 

fulut:; 
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for  ihey  knew  aU 
that  his  father 
was  a  Greek. 

4  And*  as  they 
went  through  the 
cities*  they  deli¬ 
vered  them  the 
decree*  for  to 
k*rpt  that  were 
ordained  of  the 
apodle*  and  ei¬ 
ders  which  were 
at  JcrulaleiD, 


S  And  fo  were 
the  cborcbcsefta- 
bUfoed  in  the 
faith,  and  in  ere  a- 

ftd 


fulnefs  among  them  *  ;  for  they  all  knew  that  his  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  Geniilti  and  had  not  allowed  him  to  be  cir— 
cumcifed  in  his  infancy. 

4  But  (*)  that  this  might  not  be  made  a  precedent 
ogaind  Chriflian  liberty,  as  Paul  and  his  company  palled 
through  the  various  cities,  where  Gentile  ch  arches  were 
already  planted,  they  left  with  them' copies  of  all  die 
articles,  of  the  refolutions,  which  had  been  2- 

greed  upon  by  -the  apoliles  and  elders,  together  with 
the  whole  church  at  Jerufalem,  to  be  obferved  by  G en¬ 
tile  converts,  who  were  thereby  (charged  from  all  o- 
bligationsTO  be  urenmeifed,  {chap.  iv.  ?2,  &c.)  ex¬ 
horting  diem,  at  die  lame  time,  to  continue  in  the  faith, 
and  to  ftudy  the  things  that  make  for  love  and  peace, 
by  a  compliance  with  that  plan,  as  long  as  the  oeCe Ci¬ 
ty  of  affairs  might  require  it. 

j  And  this  proved  fueb  a  fatis factory  and  uniting 
fch erne,  that  the  churches  were  thereby  confirmed  and 
fettled  in  the  great  doftrincs  of  faith,  with  refpe&  to 

their 


K  O 

4  Cifcnmcifion,  an  A  all  the  rites  of  ihco 
tCTiOniil  wi  rCj  ifajjrrr,  in  the  dtfign  of 
God,  and  in  the  nature  t>f  ibinp,  abo  lifted 
by  the  death  of  thrift ;  and  y«  it  pleated 
io  bb  iniinitc  wifdom  ind  jrodoiii  cdd* 
d^fteniioi)  to  the  infirmities  a*M  pvepbtfcfliQns 

of  ik  convert,  to  defer  the  reveb- 
(job  of  thi*  doftrine  for  many  .years,  and  then 
t  >  tpread  the  knowledge  of  ti  among  them  id 

I  very  (low  antf  gradual  manner,  as  they  were 
?Me  to  bear  it ;  left  an  earlier  and  more  open 
recovery  of  ir,  all  at  on re,  fiurold  be  too 
(hiking  to  them  who  were  fo  fond  of  thole 
orJinaiias  which  he  hiiuftlf  had  formerly 
K-liuuttd,  and  which  they  could  not  eafily, 
on  a  fndden,  be  brought  to  beikve  were  ro- 
pf^led  :  Ami  therefore  they  were  left,  for 
t\:v  prefrnt,  a*  indifferent  things  to  be  obfer- 
ved  by  ycMtife  Ulicvcrr,  or  not,  as  knight  be 
tnoft  nnto.  edification,  till  the  whole  frame 

that  conlHmion  thoidd  be  dacolifted  hi 
r;^  dHh-uflfon  of  Jtrufifcm  and  the.  temple, 
ti  :tn  ffia,  in  fa6,  would  rouftly  cafe  of 
ct  urfo.  in  the  mean  while,  the  apoftJe, 
flaking  of  fueh  fort  of  thing*,  referred  them 
ro  rhe  Judgment  of  the  ChriJmn’fc  own  mind, 
provided  it  were  without  offence  to  hU  bre- 
1!  ten,  (£*w,.x ir.  5,14,1].)  and  Cud,  as  to 
himfLlf,  that  atiihtugs  wire  Uv/fiJ  lohim^but 
o'!  tkiaji  were  uot  ?xpedkxtA  nor  vtQuU  hebt 
under  the  fower  ef  uut,  (i  Cor, 

II  and  a.  13.)  and paiticulaiJj  infjfted,  that 

fo  Cbrijr  Jtfttt,  neither  anuimfm  Avmh  an} 
{■  ,  if$r  »iKsr^nitrijiotr7  but  0  rtnn  erta txret 

riffl  faith  1 vbick  TPsrks  ty  kvt9  {Gat.  v,  6,  and 
vL  15.}  Accordingly  uo  notice  is  taken  in 
the  dr«c  of  the  council  about  what  ihe^iriv- 
ijt  Chiiilijjij  Jhguhl  do,  relating  to  drciuu* 


T  £. 

ciGon,  and  keeping  the  law  of  Mofetl  lint 
only  shout  what  might  be  proper  for  thofe  of 
ibeGrvffcr;  For  the  tlders,  and 

church  at  JcntfHcutt  feemet)  to  have  no  no¬ 
tion  aijeft  nor  for  many  yean  after* Ards* 
of  the  abolition  of  the  taw,  as  to  Jrvlfb  con¬ 
verts;  and  therefore,  efpccially  coufidering 
Ihat.circmucfiion  might  be  regarded  In  a  civil 
view  relating  to  the  j«/e, .» s  well  a*  in  a  r?&~ 
gms  view  relating  to  the  church  of  the 

apoftle  Paul  fow  fit,  for  rrafoe*  ex  pr  effort  in 
the  Paraphrase,  that  Timothy T  whoxaM  Jrw 
by  his  mothers  fide,  fcould  be  circaroeticd* 
And  for  like  reafons  he  afterwards  took  upoi} 
himfolf  a  vow  of  j \ozarit\fm^  and  ciMikntcd 
to  purify  him  folf,  and  be  at  rliaim  with  o- 
ihers  that  had  done  the  {Aas  tfl, 
and  xxi.  Abd  though  he  inrtma* 

ttd  the  aboJttlon  of  the  ccrrnwJiiUl.Uw  in 
Jbme  of  ha  eptftles  to  Gtxfflt  churches,  as 
parlicnlariy  in  GaL  iv.  p,  10.  and  CaL  u»  US, 
— iV  yet,  u  he  knew  that  the  prejudice!  of 

rtb  Jnri^  foowrtl  vete  tao  ftrong  to  beaf 

with  that  fore  of  doCtrine,  it  does  nrt  appear 
that  he  ever  delivered  it  in  hts  preaching,  or 
in  any  of  bis  writing*  to  rW  Jcvnt  except  in 
the  epiJIlc  to  the  Hr^rcxaj,  which  E  take  to 
be  his,  and  to  have  been  wrote  toward  the 
cJofe  of  hii  Kft  Hence,  when  they  firfl 
heard  aalf  he  taught  the  Tew  that  were  s- 
ttong  the  Gentiles f  to  for foke  jtfofe;,  t Lying, 
that  they  wgbl  mat  tidrctmdp  tkrir  ibiidrtrtt 
nor  tQ  walk  after  ibe  caftornf,  they  uw  eit- 
ccpdiagly  edfeuded  at  him  for  it  ;  and  yet 
that  was  a  mere  afyerdon  upon  h:in ,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  rffrrj  x*u  ie,  at,  a 4*  the 

note  there*) 


JOO 
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Cb.  tri. 


fed  in  □umto' 
(buy- 


€  Nov  when 
they  bid  noe 
fhroeghootPhry- 
ghf  «ad  the  «gi* 
ca  of  Galatia.  ud 
ttcnforbfddcD  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl  to 
preach  the  Word 
id  Afia, 


After  they 
come  to 
Myfu,  they  af- 
hyed  to  go  iota 
Bithynta:  hot  the 
Spirit  fade  red 
them  wSL 


8  And  they 
ptffing  by  Myfi*. 
Pme  dottfi  to 
Trou. 


$  And  a  viGofi 
appeared  to  Paul 
in  the  night ; 
There  flood  * 

CHD  of  MlCfr' 

dock;  and  pray¬ 
ed  him*  faying. 
Cone  over  into 

Mi* 


their  ChriAian.  liberty)  and  their  dependence  on  ChrHl 
alone  for  juftificauon,  and  acceptance  with  God  to  e- 
ternal  life  ;  And  as  jars  and-  difeords  were  hereby  re* 
moved,  aod  Gentile converts  were  excufed  from  fuboiit- 
ting  to  the  burdenfome  yoke  of  the  ceremonial  law; 
which  they  bad  always  been  prejudiced  again  ft,  <  their 
numhecdaUy  liicreafed,  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  the 
enlargement  of  the  church,  and  the  fa  I  ration  of  many 
fouls, 

6  Now  the  apoflle  and  hie  aflbeiates,  having  viftted 
the  feveral  churches,  where  they  had  formerly  preach* 
ed,  were  minded  to  proceed  to  other  parts,  wherethey 
never  had  been  before  :  Accordingly  they  travelled 
through  Phrygia  and  Galatia^  two  provinces  of  the 
Ltjfer  Afia-%  and  there  they  preached  the  gofpe],  with 
good  fuccefs,  to  the  con  ver  Ron  of  idolatrous  Gentile  fin* 
nets :  ( Chap .  xviii.  23.  compared  with  Gal.  iv,  8,  9.) 
And  when  after  this,  they  would  have  gone  into  the 
proconfuiar  Afia^  which  is  but  a  fonall  part  of  what  is 
called  the  Lejftr  AJia%  in  diftin&ion  from  the  whole  A ■ 
Jiatic  continent}  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  fecret  feggeftion  to 
one  or  more  of  their  minds,  prevented  their  going,  for 
the  prefect,  to  preach  in  that  country j  God  thereby 
intimating,  that  he,  in  a  fovereign  way  and  manner, 
fends  bis  gofpe),  and  orders  and  drfpofed  of  bis  lervams 
and  their  labours,  how,  when,  and  where  be  pleafes, 
for  accompli fhtng  the  purposes  of  bis  grace  in  their  pro¬ 
per  feafon. 

7  Then,  being  diverted  from'  thence,  they  came  to 
another  adjoining  province,  called  My/ia,  intending  to 
go  from  thence  to  the  region  of  BUhymat  both  which 
were  alfo  in  the  Ltjfer  Afia ;  But  here  the  Spirit  of 
God  interpofed  again,  and  did  not  permit  them  to  bend 
their  courfe  at  this  time  thither,  he  having  work  for 
them  firft  to  do  in  other  parts,  {ver.  to,  ire,) 

8  Leaving  therefore  My  fa  and  Bytbimat  {ver.  7.) 
without  eaerciftng  their  miniftry  in  either  of  thofe 
countries,  they  went  forwards,  under  divine  direction; 
to  the  city  Of  Troast  which  was  near  the  place  where 
the  antieht  famous  Tny  bad  flood,  and  lay  upon  the 
eoaft  of  the  Mgian  fea. 

.  9  And  while  they  were  there,  the  apoftle  Paul  had  a 
Tupematural  vifion  in  the  night -feafon  to  dire£t  his 
way:  There  flood  by  him  an  angel,  who  appeared  in 
the  form  of  a  man,  dreJTed  after  the  falhion  of  the  J\U~ 
ctdoniaru ;  and  fpeakine  in  their  dialeO,  earaeftly  in  • 
treated  his  afliftance,  faying,  Be  p  leafed  to  come  over 
into  oar  European  country,  and,  by  your  prayers  ai.d 

preaching, 


Ch.  zt!. 


The  Acts  cf  the  Apostles  paraphrsfat* 
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Macedonia,  and 
help  ul 


to  And,  after 
he  had  feeo  the 
vifian ,  bmedi- 
ately  we  endea- 
vocrad  to  go  into 

Macedonia ,  af- 

furedly  gather* 
ing  that  the 
Lord  bad  ailed 
us  for  to  preach 
the  gafpd  onto 
t  tan. 


it  Therefore, 
loafing  from 
Troas,  we  came 

with  a  knight 
twfc  to  Samo- 
ihraria,  and  the 
next  day  to  Nca- 
polis ; 


ia.  And  from 

thence  la  Philip* 

pi,  which  it  ihe 
chief  chy  of  that 
part  of  Macedo¬ 
nia,  emf  a  colony  i 
and  we  wen  in 
that  city  ahidiqg 
certain  days* 


tj  Andoiitbc 
f-iiAith  ur  merit 
v;il  of  Ctrt  city  by 

a  ri- 


s,  to  redder  us  from 
ry  and  flaTert,  under 


the  power  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  to  load  us  into  the 
knowledge  of  lalvation,  which  we  need*  as  much  as  any 
people  whatfoever,  and  which .  it  is  your  office  and  de¬ 
light  to  communicate :  O  come  and  help  us,  as  yon 
hare  many  others. 

10  And  after  he  had  been  favoured  with  this  heaven¬ 
ly  vifion,  and  communicated  it  to  his  companions  at 
Troas,  where  the  writer  of  this  h tilery  joined  him  *, 
we  immediately  prepared  to  fet  out  with  all  pcffihie 
fpeed  fbr  Macedonia,  being  all  of  us,  in  concurrence 
with  him,  fully  fadefied  from-  what  be  had  told-  us,  that 
the  Lord  Jefus  had  hereby  iodmated-bla  will,  that  we 
ffioold  think  of  no  other  place  for  the  prefent,  hut-go 
without: delay,  andpubliftvthe  glad  ridings  of  falvation, 
and  propofe  them  to  the  acceptance  of-  the  people  of 
that  Grecian  province. 

t  r  Going  therefore  abroad,  and  fetting-  fail  hy  the 
very  firft  opportunity  from  Tran,  we  Itecred  dire£Uy 
for,  ancthad  a  profperoua  voyage,  by  the  will  of  God, 
to  Samathracia ,  a  final!  ifland  lying  off  the  weltera 
coalt  of  Thrace  %  and,  on  the  morrow,"  we  failed  from 
thence  to  Neapolit,  a  Ceaporc  on  '  the  European  conti¬ 
nent,  which  was  formerly  reckoned  to  Thrace,  and  af- 
terwardsto  Macedonia, 

12  And  continuing  our  conrfc  from- thence,  through 
the  gulph  of  Sirymon,  we  arrived  af  PMfippi,  fo  called 
from  Philip  king  of  Macedon,  which  is,  in  the  way  from 
Neapolit  f,  the  firft  town  or  city' one  comes  to  in  that 
part  of  Macedonia,  and  a  Roman  colony  $  its  inhabi¬ 
tants  chiefly  confifted  of, that  fort  of  people,,  and  being, 
governed  by  Roman  laws  and,  magistrates :  (ver.  21.} 
And  there,  God  having  work  for  us  to  do,  (v:r.  14& 
2C,  drc.)  we  continued  a  confiderable  time  preaching 
Cnrift  to  them.  ^ 

>4  And  when  the  fahhath-day  came  on,  after  our 
arrival  thither,  we  went  out  of  the  city,  to  the  fide  of 

a'  river,. 

NOTES, 


*  A*  here  Lslt,  tie  writer  of  this  hfttory, 
pUtn  hi*  ftlle,  beginning  taipofc,  u  be  af- 
tcrwrJi  frfflflentlj1  dbcj,  tn  thtjSrtf  firjl* 
p 11  it  (Be  ctuntnob  opinion  of 
rore,  that  it  wat  at  Treat  that  ho  met  wifb 

the  apollle  Paui,  and  firft  cunt  to  be  a  field 
bff -traveller  with,  and  aifiibnt  to  him  J  sod,, 
from  that  iim«  forward,  aoft  oommioiily  tf- 
rendfd  him,  and  wa*  tn  eye  tod  mr-vitods 
of  many  things  hereafter  related, 
f  TrtjfakMea,  wu  the  ntetropolis  of  Mo* 
c/tfrht  and  therefore  Pin  ftp  pi  was  rwt  the 
-i-r  nf  fiTnvjiwr.  i«l*  ws 


thj  tbc  Arif*  dry  of  that  put  of 

MaerJud*  that  the  apoftlc  aadhifi  company 
arrived  at*  after  their  *p»fling  by  AVofefc,  fo 
t Jw  'Courfo  they  had-  taken  from  Ste 

tny  fermon  at  the  ordination  of  Mr  Gibbon u 
Neverthdefs,  Dr  Jfe/fe,  telU-w,  tint  it  was 
the  chief  city  of  that  pact  of  Mawswci*,  which 
bem£ formerly  reckoned  to  Thwt,  as  lying 
alt  of  the  river  Str$m& *, ,  the  old  middle 
boundary,  was  therefore  more  d;f t i  nftly  fti- 
fed  MdtfdmVTM*,  or  Thvfw  Mewfe- 
Gfwr*  *f  the  Ntvi  Ttfi*  part  ii  j>,  6p* 


Wirt  f 
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a  riTt^lUc,  where 
prayer  wu  wont 
lobe  nude;  and 
we  fat  down,  and 
fptkc  nnto  the 
women  which  re* 

fated  fhitbtr. 


fie  Acts  pf  tie  Apostles  paraphra/ed. 


Ch<  tffc 


14  And  *  «- 
tain  woman  Ham* 
ed  Lydia,  a  (idler 
of  purple,  of  the 
dry  of  lliyelira, 
which  wodbtpped 
God,  heard 
whofe  heart  tbc 
Lord  opened  »t  ha 
Ihe  attended  onto 
the  things  which 
were  fpoken  of 
FauL 


if  And  when 
(he  wu  baptized, 
and  her  hoof* 
hold, flic  bdbaght 
*fa  '  laying,  If 
ye  have  judged 
me  to  be  faithful 
tothelfOrdfCome 

into 


a  river,, where  was  (*  *F>avx*)  a  h<mfe  of  prayer,  to  whiclf . 
both  Je wj  and  profe  lyres  were  allowed,  even  in  thirf 
Roman  colony,  and  were  a  ecu  Homed  to  reforr,  for  ad¬ 
drefling  the  Divine  Majefty :  and  the  apofUe  Paul,  with 

the  reft  of  u$,  fitting  down  at  this  place,  took  an  ojw  . 
port  on  iff  of  talking  to  the  people,  which  were.moftly 
religious  women,  that  were  wont  to  attemble  there  for 
exercifes  of  devotion  j  and  to  lead  them  into  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation  through  faith 
in  him. 

14  Arid  while  Paul,  particularly,  was  opening  and 
recommending  the  gofpel  to. the  whole  aflembly,  there 
was  among  them  an  induftrious  woman,  Lydia  by  name, 
wbd  was  a  dealer  in  the  purple  trade,  and  a  native  of 
Tbyatirai  -a  city  of  Afia  the  Left ,  (Rev.  i.  1 1.)  hut 
was  brought  by  Providence  to  fettle  with  her  family, 
(wr.  15.)  at  Philipp  if  and  was  a  devout  ffenfi/r,  who 

worfhipped  the  God  of  Ifrael ,  chough  fhe  did  not  eon* 
form  to  the  whole  of  the  Mofaic  law :  This  woman, 
being  prefent,  .heard  the  hlefied  tidings  of  falvation  ; 
and  the  Lord  Jefus,  by  an  internal,  fecret,  gracious  0- 
peration  of  his  Spirit,  fo  effectually  opened  the  eyes  of 
her  under Aanding,  and  all  the  powers  of  her  find, 

that  fhe  ierioufly  and  elofeiy  attended  to,  re* 
flexed  upon,  applied  to  herfelf,  and  obediently  recei¬ 
ved  with  faith  and  love,  the  fuitahle  and  important 
truths  that  were  ■  delivered  with  great  perfpicuity  and 
fervour  by  that  eminent  apofUe  of  the  Gentiles. 

If  And  when,  having  believed  with  the  heart  unto 
lighreonfnefs,  and  confefled  with  her  mouth  to  falva* 
tion,fhe  and  her  family,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  33,)  were 
baptized,  on  the  foot  of  the  covenant  made  with  Abra- 
hauif  and  his  fpiritual  as  well  as  natural  feed,  (Gen.  xvii. 
7.  compared  with  Gal.  iii.  17, — 29.)  fhe  was  fo  attest¬ 
ed  with  the  mercy  Ihewn  to  her  and  hers,  and  fo  very 
defirous  of  teflifylng  her  refpeft  to  us,  and  of  being 
further  in  ftr  ufted  in  the  great  do  ft  fines  of  the  gofpvi, 
that  fhe  earnefUy  in  treated  us,  faying,  It  ye  connt  me 

to  bare  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,’  and  to  he  a 

r  faithful 

T  E. 

and  apottnied  j  and  u  thin  were  but  f-'V 
Jctet  41  Phi  ft f pi  f  thry  feem  to  hive  hauiouLy 
one  of  thde  htiufci  of  prayer,  which  *-> 
chiefly  [dorted  to  by  the  women!  bxit 
vn  well  known  to  be  there,  tod  wap  allott¬ 
ed  of  by  the  law  of  the  pjmaatt  ro  be  nin* 
acenrdin*  to  the  coftom  of  (be  and  pro. 

fdyiCS.  (it  r;v*:)  h't* 

Dr  Hdfli’RMd  and  IPsr.lij  on  (be  place, 

Mr  7 sr,  MtdrWoslt,  p.  3$,~p* 


NO 

rf  'Hie  Jirw  had  lhar  prtfca<:bdt  or  ors- 
fcn«,  -or  placet  of  prefer,  4*  well  oi  fjw- 
(9gwtn  *be  difference  between  which  wai, 
that  their  prvfncb*  weft  without  their  town! 
or  eitttv  and  were  place!  competed  with  4 
wait,  or  fane  ocher  ioclofare,  and  open  t- 
bovt,  like  oar  court!,  end  were  principally 
u&J  lor  prayer:  whereaa  thstt fjmtpgMS  were 
within  their  ciUltt  or  tovas»  and  were  cover¬ 
ed  homes,  where  not  only  prayers  to  God, 


lot  the  law  and  the  prophets  were  alfo  re-d 


Cb*  »u 

into  mf  honfe* 
arid  abide  fierr* 
And  Hie  con- 
ftniDfid  «* 


fit 


*93 


id  And  it  ouftc 

in  jra&±  ti  w* 
u.Tcnt  to  prayer* 

a  certain  diiliiclr 

pnflcflfed  wiib  a 
fjiirit  of  dki- 
natioDi  net  oa> 
which  brouj^itba 
mlttnnucfcgatd 
by  foothd^ : 


ly  The  &me 

followed  Paul  and 
ust  and  cited,  lay¬ 
ing,  Thcfc  men 
are  the  fervaou  of 
the  moft  high 
God,  which  (bee 

unto  m  the  any  o/ 

ftlvalba* 


i&  Andthhdid 
Hk  many  days. 
Beit  Paul,  being 
grieved,  turned, 
ud  bid  to  the 


vol.  m. 


faithf unbeliever  in  Cbrift,  1  heg  you  would  favour  me 
fo  far,  as  to  come  and  make  my  houfe  your  home : 
And  file  was  fo  exceeding  importunate,  that  {he  pre¬ 
vailed  with  us  to  take  up  out  abode  with  her,  .as  Lot 
over-perfnaded  the  angels  at  Sodom,  (Gen.  six.  34)  and 
as  the  difciples  Conftrained  our  Lord  at  Emmons ,  (Luke 
xxiv.  29.  fee  tbe  note  there.) 

16  And  while  we  redded  there,  as  We  were  one  day 
going  («r  »*•"•*")  to  the  houfe  of  ptayer  for  religious 
exercifes,  a  certain  young  fervant*maid  nu]  met 
us  in  the  way,  who  was  poflefled  with  an  evil  fpirir, 
pretending  to  foreteflfutwe  events,  like  thofe  women 
that  delivered  the  ambiguous  oraCles  of  J polio  at  Del- 
phas,  by  the  artifice  of  the  devil,  and  his  agents  the 
priefts  i  and  the  people  were  fo  deluded  with  a  notion 
of  her  extraordinary  ikill  iu  fortune-telling,  that  they 
frequently  confulted,  and  rewarded  her,  for  tbe  intelli¬ 
gence  they  wanted  on  divers  occafions and  fo  {he 
brought  abuudance  of  wealth,  by  her  diabolical  art,  to 
bet  mailers  that  kept  her. 

17  This  woman  turning  back  and  following  Paul  and 

the  red  of  out  with  a  loud  voice,  (like  the 

poflefied  man  in  tbe  days  of  our  Saviour  on  earth,  Luke 
iv.  33, 34.  fee  the  note  there,}  faying,  Tbefe  ftrangers 
are  lent  and  commiflioned  by,  and  are  devoted  to,  the 
fupreme  and  only  true  God,  who  is  far  exalted  above 
all  gods  ;  they  are  to  be  efteemed  and  received  as  bis 
faithful  fervants,  who  by  their  dottrine  make  known  to 
ns,  that  fit  In  darknefs,  tbe  only  true  way  of  deliver¬ 
ance  from  all  our  fin  and  mifery,  and  of  obtaining  eter¬ 
nal  happinefs. 

1 8  And  the,  to  ingratiate  herfelf  with  us,  took  op¬ 
portunities  of  repeating  this  encomium,  time  after 
time,  for  feveral  days  fuccelfively,  without  our  taking 
any  public  notice  of  it}  we  being  defirous  to  wait  the 
event,  and  fee  bow  God  might  over*  rule  this  furprifing 
occurrence:  But,  at  length,  when  there  was  reafon  to 
ftar  that  fome  might  take  it  to  proceed-  from  a  confe¬ 
deracy  between  the  devil  and  us,  and  others  might  look 
upon  it  to  he  all  banter  and  ridicule,  and  fo,  one  way 
or  other,  there  might  he  danger  of  its  turning  to  the 
dlfcredit  and  htnderance  of  the  gofpel 5  tbe  apoQJe  was 
extremely  troubled  to  think  how  tbe  devil,  who  reign- 
ed 'among  thefe  heathens,  abufed  this  poor  woman,  and 
deceived  the  people  by  her,  and  was  like  to  prt-judife 
tbem  again  11:  the  truth :  And  therefore,  to  the  w  that 
we  needed  not,  and  would  not  reft  the  credit  of  our 
caufe  upon,  but  would  rejeft  her  tefttmooy,  and  rhat 

t  N  *.  th* 


194 

fpirit,  I command 
ihee  in  (tic  nil  me 
of  JdW  CliriLt  to 
come  out  of  her, 
An d  he  «me 
oat  rfct  fame 
hour. 
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lp  And  when’ 
her  mxftm  (aw 
that  the  hope  of 
their  g*tim  was 

eopfi,  theyCaUglit 
faiil  an  cl  SiUf, 
and. .  drew  thtm 
into  (be  market¬ 
place,  unio  l he 
ruler*. 


10'AnHfmutght 
them  to  the  ma- 
piharei.  ftywg, 

’I'Ulc  men,  Iking 
Jews-  do  exetrd- 
tngly  trouble  our 
city. 


n  '"And  tcicti 
Cfl  (tarns  which 
trz  nm  bw  ful  fur 
cs  to  receive,  IlCi- 
tjuT  to  ol^fcrvc, 
ttjttg  Romans- 


the  divine  Saviour,  whom  we  fared  and  preached,  is 
indeed,  together  with  the  Father  and  Spirit,  the  mod 
high  Cod,  infinitely  iuperior  to  all  demons,  Pattf^  by 
an  impulfe  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  turned  himfelf  about, 
and,  laid,  with  holy  zeal  and  indignation,  to  the  evil 
fpirir  that  pofleflcd  her,  I  foiemnly  charge  you,  not 
lioin  any  virtue  or  excellency  in  me,  but  in  the  name 
of  my  great  Lord  and  Matter  Jefos  Chrift,  and  by  his 
authority,  whofe  power  will  make  my  words  effectual, 
to  depart  from  the  young  woman :  And,  according  to 
his  word,  the  evil  fpirit  immediately  quitted  his  poffef* 
fion,  and  left  her, 

ip  Cut  (*)  when  her  matters,  who  ufed  to  reap  the 
profits  of  her  divinations,  faw,  that  by  this  miracle 
performed  upon  her,  they  had  loft  all  farther  means 
and  hopes  of  getting  any  lecular  advantage  by  her,  as 
formerly;  they,  inftead  of  rejoicing,  and  blefBng  God 
for  the  mercy  and  power  fhewn  in.  her  deliverance,  or 
o C  embracing  the  gofpel  which  was  thus  evidently  coo* 
firmed,  were  fo  exaiperated  agaiitft  os,  that  they,  in  a 
riotous  manner,  lazed  P&ul  and  SUast  the  two  chief 
andmoft  a&ivc  men  of  •Mi^fompany;  and  dragged  them 
away  by  main  force  to  the  Ferumt  or  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  {«***■»  ik  t,»  aytpsr)  where  the  civil  magiftntes 

were  then  fitting  on  the  bench. 

70  And  having  i.n  this  manner  brought  them  before 
their  *  rulers,  they,  concealing  their  own  private  re* 
fentments,  under  a  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  public 
welfare,  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  enemies  again  ft  them, 
by  fpiteful  accufatious,  faying,  Thefe  men,  who  are 
a  parcel  of  Jewijb  foreigners,  contemptible  fellows, 
and  exceeding  odious  to  our  nation,  are  the  peft  of  the 
city,  having  raifed  fediuon  and  tumults,  and  thrown 
all  things  into  confufion  amongft  us. 

21  Yea  {*»')  by  their  pettitent  difeourfes  and  preach¬ 
ments,  they  publifli,  and  would  introduce  amongft  us 
fuch  ftrange  pernicious  doSrines  and  cuftoms,  in  op* 
pofition  to  our  gods,  and  the  religion  and  manners  of 
our  country,  as  we,  who  are  a  Roman  colony,  are  obli* 
ged,  by  the  very  laws  of  the  empire  itfelf,  neither  to 
admit  of,  nor  to  pot  in  practice. 

za  And 

T  fi. 

brought  before  the 

and  they  were  the  perlhris  who  afterward* 
xrknowldgcd  (heir  error,  and  Jet  Paal  oiiti 
SUar  at  liberty,  ridiring  them  tn  depart  out 
of  the  city,  (vtr,  js, — ip*)  I  rather  uke 
them  to  be  ouly  ciiHirent  a$  the  - 

v  w  viri  and  ftitftrp  alfr  were,  of  the  civil  nu* 
£ulrak$. 


H  O 

*  Some  thfok  t£it  the  word  (**«£**?**) 
rendered  ruferst  rer.  rp,  u-ectih*  civil  pow¬ 
ers;  *rtd  that  the  word  (r^ ultiyot)  here  ren¬ 
dered  umf-y/rj/iy,  were  the  miliury  offiitn, 
or  flu:  captains  of  the  Jfcnm  garrifott  K;it 
u  thefe  term;  are  fomciimn  promifiaioeUy 
uftti  in  a  Lx  fenje  for  civil  as  Welt  as  military 
officers,  and  the  cuttattnfe  of  this  wis 


Cb,  xri. 

ii  Aod  (he 
maltitadc  lofe  up 
together  agrinjt 
them ;  and  the 
magistrate*  rent 
off  their  clothes* 
anil  commanded 
to  beat  {Arm, 


1 3  And  when 

i  hey  had  laid 
muty  ftripei  up* 
on  them,  they 
cad  tbtm  into 
prifon,  charging 
the jaylor  to  keep 
them  fifdy* 

14  Who,  hav¬ 
ing  received  Such 
3  charge,  thrall 
them  toto  the  in¬ 
ner  prifen,  and 
made  their  feet 
fall  in  thefiocks- 


if  And  at  mid¬ 
night  Pant  and 
Sim  prayed,  and 
fang  prater  unto 
God ;  and  the 
priJoacrf  heard 
thcmP 


id  And  fud- 
dcaly  there  a 

great 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafaL  ipy 

22  And  this  invidious  charge  and  outcry  fo  incen- 
fed  all  ranks  of  people  again  it  Paul  arid  Silas,  that  the 
moh  rofc  upon  them  with  great  fury,  as  though  they 
would,  have  torn  them  to  pieces  $  and  the  magiflrates, 
without  any  formal  trial,  or  fo  much  as  hearing  what 
thefe  men  of  God  had  to  fay  for  themfelve3,  ordered 
their  officers,  the  lifters,  to  fir  ip  their  clothes  off  from 
their  backs,  and  to  fcourge  them  fcverely  with  their 
rods  5  fo  fhamefuUy  were  they  treated  at  PhUippi,  as 
though  they  had  been  the  moil  infamous  malefactors, 
(t  Tbejf  U  a.) 

23  And  when  their  unrighteous  commands  had  been 
executed,  by  cruelly  lathing  their  bodies  with  many 
fmart  and  repeated  ftrokes  above  meafure,  (2  Cor.  xi* 
23.)  they  committed  them  to  tbe  common  jail,  with  a 
ftri£t  charge  to  the  keeper  of  the  prifon,  to  take  all 
poffible  care  in  fecuring  them,  that  they  might  by  no 
means  make  their  efcape. 

24  Accordingly  he  having  received  fuch  particular 
orders,  and  being  as  unmerciful  in  his  temper  as  his 
mailers  could  wiih  him  to  be,  clapt  up  the  prifoners  in 
a  dark  and  filthy  dungeon,  in  the  inmoil  and  fafeft 
part  of  the  jail ;  and  for  further  fecurity,  as  well  as  an¬ 
noyance  to  them,  be  fattened  their  legs  in  a  pair  of 
flocks. 

25  But  {j()  in  the.  dead  of  that  very  night,  Paul  and 

Silas,  though  fo  full  of  fores,  by  the  inhum aQ  (tripes 
that  had  been  laid  upon  them,  and  though  (hut  up  in 
noifome  dungeon,  and  placed  in  a  moil  uneafy  fit  u  at  ion 
in  tbe  flocks,  were  fo  lifted  above  the  terrors  of  their 
enemies,  and  the  hardthips  they  endured,  and  fo  abun¬ 
dantly  filled  with  the  joys  of  the  Holy  Ghoit  in  their 
own  fouls,  that  they  fpent  their  time  in  committing 
themfelves  and  their  caufe  to  God  by  prayer,  and  in  as 
chearfully  tinging  hymns  of  praife  to  him,  for 

the  honour  he  had  put  upon  them,  in  counting  them 
worthy  to  fuffer  fiiame  on  Chriit’s  account,  and  for 
their  hopes  of  (till  further  glorifying  him  on  the  earth, 
and  being,  at  length,  glorified  with  him  in  heaven,  as 
if  they  had  been  in  the  moil  eafy  circum (lances,  and 
futrounded  with  all  the  pomp  and  delights  of  a  palace 
And  tn  the  fervour  of  their  fpirits  they  exalted  their 
voices  to  fuch  a  degree, that  the  Ted  of  the  prifoners  heard 
the  found  of  their  heavenly  fongs. 

26  And,  that  God  might  give  a  miraculous  teflimo- 
ny  of  his  gracioufly  owning  them,  and  of  his  fore  dtf- 
pleafure  again  ft  their  enemies  for  fo  fhamefuliy  abufing 
them,  there  was,  all  00  a  hidden,  an  awful  and  exceed- 

N  2  iug 
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jrrat  earthquake, 
fo  that  the  foiin* 
dationt  of  the 
prison  were  Ihe- 
ken ;  and  ioime- 
’diaiety  all  the 
door*  were  open¬ 
ed,  and  every 
one's  hands  were 
Idoftd. 


17  And  the 
keeper  of  .the 
prifoa  awaking 
out  of  his  fleet), 
and  feeing  the 
ptifira  -  doors  o- 
pen,  he  drew  out 
nit  fword,  and 

would  have  lulled 
himlcif,  fiippo* 
fing  that  the  pri- 
font**  .had  keen 
dal. 


x%  But  Paul 
cried  with  a  load 
wee,  faying,  Do 
tbyfelf  no  harm : 
for  we  are  alt 
lieu. 


a  p  Then  he 
called  for  a  lijjht* 
and  1‘prang  in, 
and  came  rren?- 

llJjDg 


ing  great  earthquake,  infomuch  that  the  foundation  of 
the  prifon  was  fenfibly  (haken  by  it :  And,  at  the  fame 
time,  al)  the  doors  flew  open,  as  it  were  of  their  own 
accord,  in  an  inftant,  and  all  the  bonds  and  fetters  that 
had  been  put  upon  them  and  the  reft  of  the  prifdners, 
dropped  off  at  once;  thereby  intimating,  that  God’s 
terrors  need  not  make  his.  people  afraid,  how  much  fo- 
ever  others  may  he  juftly  dismayed  at  them  j  and  that 
Chrift,  by  the  gofpel  which  bis  fenrants  preached,  pro- 
claims  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon 
to  them  that  are  bound,  ( Ifa .  Ixi.  l.) 

27  Hereupon  the  jailor  being  awaked  oat  of  his 
Deep  by  the  furprizing  (hock  of  the  earthquake,  and 
by  the  clattering  and  noife  that  attended  it ;  and  rifing, 
and  feeiog  that  the  doors  of  the  prifon,  though  fo  care* 
fully  (hut  ovrer-nigbt,  were  all  thrown  open ;  be,  in  the 
tenor  of  his  mind,  and  under  fearful  apprehenfions  of 
being  charged  with  a  .moft  criminal  breach  of  truft, 
and  being  alfo  a  man  of  a  ra(h  temper,  immediately 
drew  bis  fword :  And  a  (elf-murder  was  allowed  of  by 
many  heathen  philofophers,  as  the  la  ft  remedy  io  di- 
ft  reft,  he  was  going  to  ftab  himfelf ;  concluding  that  the 
prifoners  had  all  made  their  efcape,  and  that  he,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Roman  law,  (hould  be  forced  to  fuffer 
the  worft  of  punUhment  that  was  designed  for  any  of 
them  ;  efpecially  con  fide  ring  the  ft  riot  charge  that  had 
been  given  him  but  the  day  before  to  fecitre  Paul  and 

Silas,  {ver,  23.) . 

28  But  Paul  perceiving  bis  wicked  defign,  and  what 
pur  him  upon  it;  and  being  moved  with  a  noble  Chri- 
ftian  compaftion  toward  the  man  who  had  defpitcfully 
ufed  him,  and  with  a  holy  indignation  at  fuch  a  crimi¬ 
nal  attempt,  cried  out  aloud,  ami  with  great  earned- 
nefs,  faying,  Do  not  offer  to  commit  any  a£fc  of  vio¬ 
lence  upon  yourfelf,  which  would  be  finning  again  ft 
your  own  life  and  foul  too;  for,  though  we  have  bad 
opportunity  enough  to  have  run  away,  we  are  all  (till 
here;  I  and  my  companion  having  no  inclination,  and 
the  reft  of  the  prifoners  no  power,  to  11  y,  God  ib  or¬ 
dering  it  for  your  fafety. 

.  29  Then  the  jailor,  calling  for  lights,  that  be  might 
look  about  him,  ran  with  all  fpeed  into  the  inner  pri- 
fon  ;  and  being  full  of  dread  ahd  horror  at  fuch  an  aw¬ 
ful  appearance  of  God,  in  favour  of  tbefe  his  fenrants, 
and  Bgainft  the  unrighteous  proceedings  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  and  being  at  the  fame  time  (truck  by  an  inward 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  with  a  deep  conviftion  of  his 
own  heinous  guilt,  as  a  (inner  againft  God,  he  came 

(huddering 
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btiag,  u4  fell  {h udderli) g  all  over,  through  a  fenfe  of  his  .danger  o* 

divine  wrath ;  and,  with  hurry  and  confufion,  threw 
’  bimfelf  down  at  the  feet  of  Paul  and  Silas,  as  one  that . 
would  beg  their  pardon  for  his  ill-ofage  of  them,  and 
would  now  treat  them  with  the  utmoft  reverence,  and 

refign  bimfelf  up  to  their  direction,  for  the  relief  of 
his  diftreded  and  Gnful  fool. 


30  Aod  brought 
thetn  om,  and 
frri.  Sirs  wh« 
muft  I  do  to  be 
fired? 


30  And  when  he  had  led  them  in  a  refpe£lful-raan» 
ner  out  of  the  dungeon,  he,  amazed  to  think  of  the  fad 
condition  he  was  in,  earneftly  in  treated  them,  faying. 
Sirs,  as  I  have  heard,  [ver,  17.)  and  a  'divine  power 
has  now  miraculoufly  bore  witneis  to  it,  that  ye  are  the 
fervants  of  the  nod  high  God,  to  (hew  onto  men  the 
way  of  falvation,  I  beg  that,  notwithftanding  all  my 
unworthioels,  andprovocadons  to  Godandyou,ye-wouid 
have  companion  upon  fuch  a  miferable,  guilty,  igno¬ 
rant,  helpleis  wretch  as  I  am,  and  would  tell  me,  whe¬ 
ther  there,  may  be  any  hope  for  me ;  and  if  fir,  what  t 
mull  do  to  obtain  the  forgivenefs  of  all  my  fins,  and 
deliverance  from  the  dreadful  wrath  which  I  have  de- 


31  Anti  they 
faid,  Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jefu$ 
Chrift,  and  thou 
Bull  be  find, 

lAd  thybOBdOt 


fenred,  and  which,  as  my  confcience  now  tells  me,  I  am 
in  the  utmoft  (Unger  of. 

31  And  as  they  rejoiced  to  find  that  his  confcience 
was  awakened,  and  that  his  chief  concern  was  about 
the  falvation  of  his  foul;  and  as  they  were  as  willing 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  this  idolatrous  CentlU}  as  they 
bad  been  before  to  profelytes  of  the  gate,  (wr.  13, 
14.}.  fo  they  readily  replied.  The  fum  of  our  anfwer  to 
your  important  queftion  is,  that,  under  all  your 
big  fenfe  of  ignorance,  guilr,  and  danger,  you  believe 
on  the  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  whom  we  preach,  as  the  on* 
ly  Saviour  of  loft  Gnners;  and  receive  our  ceftimomy 
concerning  him  with  full  a  Sent  and  con  fen  t  to  it,  as  di¬ 
vine,  and  fuitahle  to  your  own  wants  and  nuferies,  ac¬ 
cepting  of  him,  and  depending  upon  him,  a$  youi  pro¬ 
phet,  to  enlighten  you  by  his  word  and  Spirit;  as  your 
prieft,  to  reconcile  you  to  God  by  his  atoning  death  ; 
and  as  your  King,  to  fybdue  your  foul  to  himfelf,  by 
his  victorious  grace:  And  in  this  way,  not  only  you 
youriclf,  vile  as  you  have  been,  fhall  have  all  the  falva¬ 
tion  that  you  need,  and  are  fo  defirous  of,  even  unto 
eternal  life  ;  but  your  family  alfo  fhall  be  partakers  of 
the  means;  and  be  brought  into  the  way,  and  under  the 
promife  of  falvation  *« 

31  Accor- 


N  o 

»  Tt  h  not  t*  he  frppoftd,  that,  hf  virtue 
of  the  jailor*  i  own  faith,  all  that  were  ifl  Mi 
iwule  ih*>uld  he  effectually  a  ltd  eternally  fi* 


T  £- 

ved  ;  vod  therefore  the  apoftle  here  ftem*  to* 
intent,  th*t  a*  the  ja-Lir  swald  by  he* 
coiw  a  true  (cm  iff  AiTeihiKt  Gxl 


j 


■  _ 

The  Acts  tie  Apostles  farsphrajid.  Cfa.  xtu 


AiiiVtl’cy 
fpake  unto  him 
the  wid  of  the 
Lord,  ind  to  all 
that  were  iq  bis 
bouic. 


3  3  And  betook 
them  the  fame 
hour  of  the  ni^hf, 
and  walked  their 
ftrijics;  and  was 
hapliitd, 


3a  Accordingly  they  preached  the  Lord  Jefuar  and 
falmton  through  him,  not  to  the  jailor  only,  hue  like-* 
wife  to  all  his  family,  whom  he  had  brought  together, 
in  the  greatnefs  of  hie  concern  for  their  eternal  welfare, 
that  they,  as  well  a 6  he  himfelf,  might  hear,  and  that 
all  their  fouls  might  live,  by  means  of  the  religious  in* 
fhu£Uons  that  fhould  be  given  them* 

33  And  bis  own  heart  was,  through  divine  grace,  fo 
powerfully  imprefled  with  thefcbkfled  tidings,  that,  in 
love  and  gratitude  to  the  heavenly  meflengerv  who 
brought  them,  he,  with  all  fpeed,  though  it  was  fo  late 
in  the  night,  fuppled,  cleanfed,  and  drefled  their  fores 
and  fettering  wounds,  which  had  been  made  by  the  fe- 
Tere  whipping  the  day  before,  {v£r*  23*)  then, 
declaring  that  he  unfeignedly  believed  in  the  Lord  Je* 
fus  Chrift  for  falvation  fi  he  and  his  whole  family  were 

immediately 


N  o  i 

'bring  him  int?  h?»  covenant,  in  which  he 
profited  to  be  a  God  to  him  and  10  bis  iced, 
(Gen,  xvij,  7  }  i  t»ot  it  was  not  proper  for 
ihr  apoftle  to  mention  iht*  privilege  in  thole 
tatm-i  ivhilft  he  was  (peaking  to  a  heathen, 
who  vu  &  Granger  to  the  Old  Telfaroeot,  u 
he  afterward*  did  to  a  &exiite  church,  (GnL 

iii.  r,  ?p*)  and  a*  our  Lord  had  intimated 
it  conieroing  Zscthtvu  when  he  laid  at  hi* 
eonverlhm,  This  day  is  fih'atez  corn*  to  tbi$ 
houf\  /rr  ffj  ninth  as  be  aljb  U  the  fia  af 
(Lathe  p,) 

f  T‘u:rc  is  no  room  to  douhe,  eonJIdering 
chanflur,  hot  that  when  God  tint 
made  hit  covenant  with  him  and  hi*  teed, 
and  ordered  every  male  in  hi*  Koulc  to  bcctr- 
cnmdted,  all  the  adult  males  of  hi*  family 
were  indmfled  in  the  knowledge  a f  God,  and 
of  his  covenant,  \n  order  to  their  having  the 
toi.cn  of  It  z  ppllcd  to  them*  as  well  a*  to  tbp 
children  and  himfelf,  according  to  God1*  ap¬ 
pointment,  (Grj&xviLy, — 14,  and  xviii-  ip.) 

fame  may  he  faid  with  vefpeft  to  rhe 
$r&'ijb  piofclytes  and  their  fannUc* ;  Imce, 
a?  to  this  point,  (her*  was  one  law  to  the 
lfi-ae&iS  and  the  ftrapger*,  ( Ex&L  xit-  *B, 
4p.)  and,  if  we  may  depend  on  the  Jev*ijb 
doflor*,  adult  profelytcs,  and  their  iioulcs 
were  to  he  baptifed  by  their  own  rodent  : 
(if re  AinftevrSh  on  -Gen,  jltiL  **.)  And 
therefore  it*  being  iiiid,  that  Paul  and  Siiai 
tU  word  of  the  laird  10  the  jailin',  and 
ait  that  nre  in  hi*  hoi) ft,  (rcr.  3*  )  when 
tii*  gnipr-Ufeal  of  the  covenant  was  to  be  ap- 
jdird  to  him  arid  all  ]ust  U  no  more  no  argu* 
Iticni  Mgabft  hi*  having  had  children  that 
were  haptifed,  than  it  i$  that  there  were  no 
male  infant*  in  Abraham**  family  to  bo  eir- 
aimciictl,'  nor  any  infants  hi  the  families  of 
pmiriytn  to  be  impth?!),  as  welt  a*  cimini- 
;  tsciufe  the  grown  perions  in  fepih 


were  to  he  inftnifttd,  before  either  of  thofc 
rite*  were  to  be  applied  to  them,  as  the  grown 
perfbat  in  the  jailor**  houfc  were  Gift  to  he 
taught,  that  they  might  be  baptifed  upon 
their  own  pcrional  profrifioo  of  faith,  and  by 
their  own  content*  And  If  any  fiippofe  that 
there  were  no  childien  iq  hi*  houfe,  nor  m 
■  Ljttifai  (ver,  t j, )  they  take  that  for  granted, 
which  it  is  impolGblc  to  prove  \  but  it  i*  cer- 
tain,  that  the  terms  btm pxld%  and  J  man's 
hou[ft  aH  along  in  the  Old  Tdhmtntj  gene- 
rally  include  the  children  of  th*  family  \  and 
if,  as  it  i*  thought  by  many,  it  hod  been  a 
well-known,  and  long  continued  cufhnn  a* 
roong  the  Jews*  to  admit  prolctytet  into  the 
church  of  Ifr&tly  bvbaptifing  them  and  their 
whole  families^  incftiGve of  their  infants,  .lee 
Ughtf*  Harm*  on  John  i.  ij-)  there  is  a  pbia 
reference  to  that  cuftoro,  when  in  this  chap¬ 
ter  it  is  faid,  that  Lydia  and  her  foa/t,  a nd 
the  jailor  and  all  bis  were  baptifed  :  And  it  is 
very  remarkable  in  my  account,  that  in  this 
hiftoty  of  the  ddl  of  the  apofttes*  God*s  eo* 
venam  with  his  peof/e  and  ih<k  fui%  and  the 
applications  of  the  Hew  TdUmcnti-feal  of  it 
to  children^  as  well  a*  grown  perfons,  ts 
Itropgly  intimated,  firft  with  icfpoA  to  the 
converted  Jews,  afterwards  to  the  pnfefytes 
of  i/'p  gd/e,  and  then  again  to  the  idtf.urta. 
Gehlilrty  in  Come  of  the  fiifl'  opening*  of  tJje 
gnfpyl*diipen&tion  among  them  refpeftivdy: 
As  tn  rhe  ypwj,  the  apoftlt  Pder  called  them 
to  repent  and  be  baptifed,  beeaufe  the  fttmnft 
wai  /p  snd  to  their  iBldrtn^  and  fan  in 
the  like  [train  tofuth  a*  IhnuLd  be  called  from 
among  the  GmHes;  [A&*  it.  38,  39*)  Aft 

to  (he  pixjfdytti  of  the  gate,  Lydxt  and 
her  btojividi  ver-  ts*  or,  a*  the  Sj/iVr  lias 
it,  tbe  cf^/dm  of  her  bwf*  were  baptiferl ; 
which  lhe«n  at  lcr.fi,  that  in  rbofe  early 
Time*,  children  ufre  decried  iufh  p±rtt 


Ch.  xvi;  Q%e  Acts  of  the  Apostles  pafaphraftd. 


bartii«d,'1i t  *&d 
his j  rtralght- 


3*  And  when 
he  hud  brought 

them  j  nto  nii 
hniifc,  he  jetn^at 
before  them,  and 
re]  oicfd  ,  bri  ie  v  in  g 

in  God  with  ail 
Jus  haute. 


33  And  when 
it  was  day,  the 
nnpAates  tent 

the  fcrj  eantff,  fay¬ 
ing,  lift  thofc 
men  go. 


34  And  the 

keeper  trt  the 

prilbn 


immediately  baptized  ;  and  fo  were  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  gofpel,  and  came  under  the  ArongeA 
engagements  to  be  the  Lord’s,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  God’s  covenant  with  Abraham  and  his  feed  5  in  to* 
ken  of  which,  both  Abraham  himfelf,  and  at]  the  niaies, 
whether  elder  or  younger,  in  his  houfe,  were  ciicumci- 
fed.  (<7«i.  xvii.  7,  9,  dre.) 

34  After  this,  in  further  teftimony  of  his  refpeft  to 
thefe  amba  (factors  of  peace,  he  brought  them  into  bis 
dwelling  houfe,  and  fet  before  them  the  beA  provisions 
he  had,  to  rcfrefli  them,  after  their  great  fatigues  and 
fuiTeiings  and  (w*r*«r**f  J  having  believed  in  ChriA  as 
a  divine  Mediator,  and  in  God  as  the  Father  of  mer¬ 
cies  through  him,  according  to  the  apn Ale’s  direction, 
(wr.  3  r-}  he  *  exceedingly  rejoiced,  with  his  whole  fa* 
mily,  running  about,  and  exprrfling  his  ecftacy  in  every 
part  of  his  houfe,  like  one  that  leaped  for  joy. 

35  Now  on  the  next  morning,  as  Toon  as  it  was  well 
day,  the  rulers  reflecting  on,  and  feeing  their  error,  in 
their  rath  and  illegal  proceedings,  which  they  had  been 
guilty  of  againA  Paul  and  Silas,  {vtr.  22,  23.)  private¬ 
ly  fent  fome  of  their  under-ofiicers,  called  li&ors,  with 
a  meffage  to  the  jailor,  ordering  him  to  difeharge  the 
men  without  any  more  ado,  that  had  been  the  day  be¬ 
fore  committed  to  his  cuftody ;  hoping  thereby  to  fmo* 
ther  their  male-ad  mini  drat  ion,  and  to  efcape  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  God  and  man  which  they  had  reafon  to  fear 
on  this  account  +. 

36  The  jailor,  extremely  pleafed  at  fuch  an  uncom¬ 
mon  turn  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  been  fo  Agnail y 

kind 


MOTES. 


of  ihe  houlhcdd  a*  were  haptlied  ;  A* 
to  ihktrMs  Gamlet*  the  jailor  and  cli  bis 
were  baptjfoh  And  ir  teems  highly  imprtr- 
b^hle,  that  the  jailor  and  hit  houfe  were  bap- 
tiled  by  immerfion ;  finre,  as  fat  apptats, 
that  ordinance  was  alt  on  a  fudden  admini- 
flred  to  rhem  feterally,  while  they  were  jo 
the  prifon ;  aod  f;nce  the  mangled  condition 
nf  Paetf  And  bodies,  by  means  of  their 

being  ll'vcicly  feourged  the  day  before,  made 
it  vety  improper,  not  tn  fay  unfafe,  J  or  them 
to  go  at  midnight  into  *'it  water  fn  deep,  as 
th  it  mode  of  baptifingwould  oblige  them  ro  do, 
*  One  fenfc  that  I  have  given  of  this  pal* 
fage,  1$  according  to  Mr  Hern's  obfen’atbn 
tha;  it  may  lie  read,  4t  Jfe  Ufoxntig  i*  £?«/, 
(t  rijelttd  ail  the  Irtttf?  QtXr  j  he 

“  went  to  every  apartment  cxprefEng  his 
Kt  joy*”  Audit  is  evident  ibat the  wiirds 

e yx >. A* a cf. t ?  r j riw :>f )  b*  bs 

uj'.::CiU  erpir!les  only  fji  afw,  and  rot  his 

JiCjiiyS  frt.tb  j^V, 


f  At  they  had  daniitlefc  heard  of  the  mi¬ 
raculous  cure  of  the  poftfled  dantfe),  (ver. 
iS,)  and  had  probably  fek  the  (hock  of  (be 
mtbqaikc,  {ver*  x6.)  and  perhaps  had  ro 
ceivctl  lone  account  of  the  extraordinary 
tnnfatfion  that  enfued  upon  u  in  the  prifon, 
(ver.  »7» — 34-)  they  wight  juftly  fear  that 
God  would  purrifb  them  for  the  injuries  they 
hod  done  to  hit  iervants,  whom  he  had  fi> 
remarkably  owned.  And  as  they  had  certain-* 

ly  abated  their  Authority,  in  ordering  then 
to  be  whipped  and  impriftuicd,  without  a  1;- 
gal  trial  and  uncondcmned,  and  that  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religion,  which,  being;  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  Jewifit  (unr.  m,  11,)  wa*  under  the 
protection  of  the  Laws,  t^y  hiii  res- 

jon  turxprct  (lie  fcverdl  animsdverihms  Irom 
the  Ibpcrior  powers;  ind  lb  might  well  ^  ;• 
Iraki  of  the  vengeance  both  of  God  and  min, 
iinUfc  th-y  X  sv b at  tliry  h^d  done. 
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pnfon  tnld  thU 
frying  tq  Paul* 
Tw 

h4Vt  fait  EO  kt 
you  go :  now 
therefore  depart 
and  gp  ]n  peapp. 


^7  Cut  Paul 
finH  onto  them , 
They  have  beaten 
us  openly  uoeon- 
demned  ,  bdng 
Romihit  ,  and 
have  pad  a*  imq 
prilbn;  and  no yr 
do  they  tfcruil  it 
out  privily  ?  iray, 
Terily;  hut  let 
them  coinethera* 
Alves,  and  fetch 
out. 


3ft  Andtjie  fay 

iold  theft 

a’orH;  unto  the 

uijg'.tfrartb :  and 

the*  faired  when 
■ 

they  heard  that 
they  were  Ro- 
jtwos. 


'O  And  they 
Came  and  be* 
jhntih*  them,  and 

hroiighc  /krsiout. 


* 


kind  and  fervicezble  to  him,  and  whom  he  now  fo  aft 
fe£tionateJy  loved,  immediately  acquainted  the  apoftk 
Paul  with  the  mefiage  he  bad  received,  laying.  Our  ma* 
gift  rate  8,  that  were  fo  feverc  upon  you,  have  now  be¬ 
thought  themftlves,  and  fent  me  orders  to  difmilB  yoiij 
let  me  therefore  beg  of  yon  to  get  away  as  quietly,  and 
ps  fall  as  you  can,  that  ye  .may  improve  your  liberty 
while  ye  have  it,  left  their  minds  Ihould  foon  alter  a* 
gain  ^  and  may  all  the  bleffings  of  heaven  attend  your 
perions  and  labours  wherever  ye  go  1 

37  But  Poult  thinking  that  the  credit  of  Chriftiaoity, 
and  the  fafety  of  the  difciples  in  thole  parts,  required 
his  afTerting  and  vindicating  his  own  innocence,  and 
his  civil  as  well  as  religious  rights,  faid  to  the  officers 
that  brought  the  mclTage,  and  were  (landing  by,  Your 
mailers  have,  in  an  arbitrary,  cruel,  and  opprobrious 
manner,  publicly  ordered  os  to  be  beaten  with  rods, 
and  committed  us  to  jail,  as  if  we  bad  been  the  vfleft 
of  Raves  and  malefaftor6,  and  that  without  fo  much  as 

f  ’  i 

hearing  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  and  what  we  had  to  fry 
for  ourfelves,  in  direft  violation  of  all  taw  and  juflice, 
and  of  our  privileges  as  we  are  freemen  of  Rome,  (fee 
the  note  on  chap.  xv.  22.)  j  and  do  they  now  pretend  in 
a  clandeftine  way,  («*£■**•«►)  to  turn  us  our,  as  if  we  had 
broke  prifon,  and  to  expel  us  their  territories,  without 
any  open  acknowledgment  of  their  fault,  and  of  our  in* 
nocence  ?  No,  truly  we  (hall  not  accept  of  our  liberty  up¬ 
on  fuch  inglorious  terms,  as  would  leave  a  reproach  up¬ 
on  our  pharafters,  and  a  vail  upon  their  tyranny  •,  but  if 
they  would  acquit  themfelves  with  honour  and  equity, 
let  them  come  in  perfon,  and  difeharge  us  in  a  legal 
manner,  by  as  public  an  aft  of  their  own  as  that 
whereby  they  have  fo  unlawfully  ahufed  us  ;  that  all  the 
people  may  know  the  wrong  they  have  done  us, 

38  rlTien  (jf)  the  officers,  returning,  reported  thefe 
complaints  and  claims  of  right  to  the  magiftrates ;  and 
when  th»*y  under ftood  that  the  prifoners,  whom  they 
had  abufed,  were  citizens  of  Roms,  they  were  terribly 
frightened,  left  the  indignities  they  had  put  upon  them 
(hould  come  to  the  ears  of  their  foperiors,  and  they 
Ihould  be  puniQitrd  for  tranfgrcfling  the  Porciart  lav, 
tlen  in  force,  which  ciprefsly  forbids  a  Roman  citizen’s 
being  whipped  with  rods, 

39  And  as  they  feared  tbe  wrath  of  man  more  than 
the  wrath  of  Qod,  they  immediately,  coming  to  Paui 
and  St!as,  iutreared  them,  in  a  civil  and  courteous 
manner,  not  to  take  the  advantage  of  law  againft  them, 
but  to  pais  hy  the  injuries  they  had  done  them  5  and, 

conducting 


Ch*  itu  T&*  Acta  <f  the  Apostles  parapbrafci* 


and  tiem 

\o  depui'ont  of 
ihc  city < 


40  And  tbtr 

iBtni  am  of  the 

priJboj  and  en¬ 
tered  into  /fa 
hex  ft  of  Lydia : 
and  when  they 
h-id  Teen  the  bre^ 
thren,  they  cora- 
focted  thcn»r  and 
departed* 


candufHng  them  publicly  and  refpcfkfully  out  of  prifon, 
they  begged  that  they  would  plcafc  quietly  to  accept  of 
their  liberty,  and  withdraw  from  their  city  and  jarifdtc- 
tion,  that  there  might  be  no  further  difturbance  amoag 
them, 

40  And  as  thefe  noble  confeflors  were  thus  honour¬ 
ably  difcharged)  and  were  men  of  a  forgiving  fpirit, 
far  from  feeking  revenge,  they  put  op  the  affront  that 
had  been  offered  to  them  ;  and  peaceably  departing 
front  the  prifon,  returned  to  their  lodging  at  Lydias 
houfc  :  And  when  they  had  feen  their  Chriftian  com¬ 
panions*  and  the  difciples  that  had  been  made  at  Philip* 
pit  and  had  told-  them,  for  their  comfort  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  how  wonderfully  the  Lord  had  appeared  for  theca 
fmee  their  confinement j  and  when  they 

had  furthermore  exhorted  the  new  converts  to  go  on 
in  his  ways,  trufting  in  him  to  carry  them  through  all 
difficulties  and  dangers,  and  to  preferve  them  to  his 
heavenly  kingdom,  they  took  their  leave  of  them,  and 
proceeded  to  other  places,  where  he  had  further  work 
for  them  to  do. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  need  have  we  nf  wifdom  from  above,  to  direct  us  when  to  comtefeend 
to  the  infirmities  of  the  weak,  as  the  great  apoftte  of  the  G entile  t  did  in 
circumcifiog  Timothy*  and  delivering  the  decrees  to  be  kept;  and  when  toif- 
fert  oar  juft  rights  and  privileges,  civil  as  well  as  religious,  in  imitation  of  his 
nnMc  remon  ft  ranee  againft  the  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  proceedings  of  the  ma- 
iriftrates,  who,  contrary  to  all  taw  and  juft  ice,  had  feourged  and  impri  Toned 
him  and  Silas  for  their  religion,  though  they  were  Romans!  And  where  fiich 
meek  and  courageous,  prudent  and  Ctoriftian-like  conduft  is  joined  with  a  plain 
and  faithful  preaching  of  Jalvation,  alone  through  the  Lord  JefiiSt  how  re* 
mavtably  does  God  own  It,  to  the  credit  and  propagation  of  the  gofpei,  the  in* 
creafe  of  converts,  the  comfort,  edification*  and  peace  of  the  church,  and  their 
efLibtifhment  in  the  faith  !  But  with  what  foveragnty  does  he  difpo&  of  the 
miniftradoDG  of  his  fervants !  He  Aiders  them  not  to  go  to  feme  places  to 
which  their  own  inclinations  would  have  Led  them,  and  fends  them  to  others, 
where  he  has  more  work  for  them  to  do;  and  when  by  plain  hints  Of  btt 
Providence  and  Spirit,  agreeable  to  the  defigo-of  his  word,  he  points  out  their 
way  to  one  and  another  town  or  city,  they  may  affuredly  conclude,  that  he 
has  called  them  to  preach  the  gofpel  there,  and  that  it  Anil  not  be  in  vain, 
though  many  adveriaries  may  be  ratfed  again  ft  them  :  But  how  different  is  the 
manner  of  his  gracious  operation  in  the  convcrfion  of  Goners  1  He  fwtetlyand 
gently  opens  Jomc  hearts,  as  he  did  Lydia's ;  and  makes  his  way  to  others,  at 
hr.  did  to  the  jailoi**;  through  fuch  terrors  as  thoroughly  awaken  their 
consciences,  and,  like  the  earthquake,  ftwfce  the  foundation  of  their  carnal 
peace  and  confidence,  and  make  them  tremble  and  cry  out  in  deep  diftrefs, 
what  we  do  tp  be  fared?  And*  O  what  rich  encouragements  is  (hereto 
fouls  that,  under  a  moving  fenfe  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  are  eameft  in  in* 
quirics  of  tt-Is  fort  I  Chrift  and  hit  fa  I  vat  ion  are  brought  nigh  to  them,  that, 
Mrangfi  faith  in  him,  they  maj  be  delivered  from  fin  am)  wrath;  nut)  that 
their  horror  may  he  turned  mtojoy.  Ami  when  God  is  at  work  upon  heads 
of  families,  as  they  would  fain  have  alt  under  their  care  part3kcrsof  the  be¬ 
nefit  with  tfcemfelves  j  fo  the  proniifes  of  are  brought  to  their  feed, 

that 
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that  they,  and  all  theirs,  may  be  baptifed ;  and  the  licart,  that  is  opened  to 
receive  Ibe  gofpel,  opens  again  in  lovr,  refped,  and  kmdxtefs  to  the,  (errant s  of 
thrift,  and  opens  the  houfe  to  entertain  and  lodge  them,  and  the  hand  to  waft* 
their  ftripes*  if  there  be  occafion  for  it*  O  blefled  gofpel,  which  has  facta  ex¬ 
cellent  cfle&s,  when  it  comes  with  power !  It  is  defined  to  bring  help  to 
them  that  are  peri  flung  in  their  fins ;  and  lyes  diredly  contrary  to  all  the  late- 
refcs  of  the  devil,  though  be  ts  fomc times  forced  to  ovo  that  it  is  of  God  ^  but 
as  it  needs  no  teflimoay  from  that  deceiver  of  fouls,  fo  his  power  js  defeated, 
and  his  captives  are  fet  Free  by  its  means :  And  yet,  alas  1  bow-  does  a  worldly, 
frififli  fpirit  oppofc  tts  great  and  glorious  defign,  and  its  faithful  preachers,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  maintaining  the  public  peace  !  And  with  what  fury  does  a  per- 
fecutiug  temper  run  out  againft  them,  tiU  either  the  fear  of  man  redraws  it,'  or 
the  fear  of  God  changes  it  i  But  Chrift  will  fupport  and  honour  hi*  fuflering 
frrvants ;  he  will  give  them  fuch  inward  coufblations,  as  lhall  make  them  Ting 
for  joy,  even  in  dungeons  and  the  flocks,  and  under  wounds  and  reproaches 
for  bis  Name’s  tike;  and  he  will  vindicate  their  character*  and  bring  about  their 
deliverance  in  an  honourable  way,  that  they  may  be  at  liberty  to  go  on  with  the 
work  he  further  calls  them  to,  and  that  bis  people  may  be  comforted* 


CHAP*  XVII. 

ml  arrives,  and  preaches  iif  Theflalonica,  where  feme  believe,  and 
others  perfecute  him,  i 9.  Jfe  goes  to  Berea*  and  preaches  with 
good  fuccefs  there f  tilt  the  perfecting  Jews  fellow,  him,  and  drive 
him  from  thence ,  to, — 14+  He  it  conduced  ft?  Athens,  where  he 
preaches  Jefus  and  the  refurreSHon,  and  dif putts  with  ike  heathen 
phi hfip  hers  againfi  idolatry ,  and  fever alperfons  are  converted,  15* 

3* 


Teir* 

MOW,  wfcC71 

^  they  had  paf- 
fed  tm-nuyh  Am- 
puipolUtaii4l  Ap- 
pnllonU  ,  thry 
aiftc  to  Thcfla- 
lonica,  \v!)crc  was 
a  fyn3gogue  of 
the  Jewt. 


x  And  Paul, 
as  bi>  mumiTr 
wn$,  went  in  onto 

them, 

/ 


Paraphrase* 

VTOW  wKen  Paul  *,  with  Silas  and  Timothy,  ( ver . 
^  1 5,)  had  travelled  from  Philippi  through  the  Greci¬ 
an  cities  of  Amphipolis  f  and  jippolhnia ,  they  arrived  at 
Thejfahniea ,  which,  according  to  the  figniftcation  of  irs 
name,  was  fo  called  on  account  of  the  vi&ory  obtained 
by  Philip  of  Macedon  over  the  Thejfalians ,  and  was  the 
metropolis  of  the  province  of  Macedonia ,  (fee  the  note 
011  chap,  xvi.  12.)  where  the  Jews  were  very  numerous, 
and  had  fynagogues,  at  which  they  ufed  to  aflemblc  fur 
religious  worship* 

2  And  that  they  might  not  complain  of  being  negltft'* 
ed,  or  of  rhe  Gentiles  being  preferred  before  them,  the 
apoflle  Pattit  according  to  his  conftant  cuftom*  where 
there  were  Jfevtijh  fynagogues*  firflfc  of  all  repaired  thi* 
ther  j  and  bccaufe  on  their  fabbaths  there  was  the  great* 

eft 


MOTES. 

%  Lvfr*'  frtrrs  to  taste  been  at  Philippi?  and  (chip*  ix.  y,  After  which  he  con  flatly 
to  have  rnmmued  in  thojc  pimr  travelling  ufrs  it  at  the  end  of  rk  hittory. 
about  I  rum  place  to  place  amonjj  the  churches,  f  Atnpbipttis  it  fuppofetl  to  be  Jb  tillfd, 
rill  the  a poftle  returned  to  this  Cttyaj^m;  bcratife,  as  TbncjdidrT  tells  ut,  {UK  ]v+  p.  jaf-J 
for  )vre  he  leaves  oil  fpesking  of  himfdf  as  the  river  Sfrynmn,  on  which  it  was  filQatcd, 
one  of  PwVs  company,  and  does  not  refumc  rsa  round  the:  Ay*  (  rxr  xtkiv) 
that  (tile  dll  wc  find  them  together  there ; 
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them,  *ad  three  eft  concomfc  of  people,  he,  for  three  of  thofe  days  fuc- 

foned  witb^thSii  took  abundance  of  pains  in  difeourfing  and 

out  of  (he  fcrip-  arguing  with  them  from  the  feriptures  of  the  Old  Tef- 
t««*  t ament,  for  yhich  they  profeffed  to  hare  the  higheft  ve¬ 

neration. 


j  Opening  tnd 
■hedging  that 
Chrift  malt  need* 
have  fa  fifed,  an  £ 
rifen  tgiiin  from 
the  dead :  and 
that  this  Jribs 

whom  I  preach 

unto  you ,  is 
thrift. 


4  And  fome 
of  ibt®  Jbdiev- 
cd,  and  confuted 
with  Paul  and 
and  of  the 

devout  Grtdu  4 
multitude* 
antL  of  the  chid 

VOU1CQ  not  i 


3  The  main  fcope  of  bis  preaching  among  them, 
was  to  explain  thofe  infptred  and  prophetic  writings  in 
their  reference  to  Chrift,  and  to  (hew  from  thence* 
that  the  Mefliah*  promifed  to  the  Jew-,  was  not  to  be 
a  temporal  prince*  as  they  fondly  eipcfted,  but  a  cru¬ 
cified  Saviour*  how  much  ioever  they  might  be  preju¬ 
diced  againft  him  on  that  account;  and  that*  accord* 
ing  to  thole  antient  predictions,  it  was  neceflary  that 
the  Mefliah  ihould  undergo  the  fevereft  {offerings*  even 
unto  death*  for  the  expiation  of  Cn*  and  Should  rile  a- 
gain  with  triumph  from  the  dead*  for  the  vindication 
of  his  charader*  and  the  advancement  of  bis  perfon  to 
his  throne  and  kingdom  at  the  Father's  right  band*  as 

he  himfelf  had  declared*  ( Luke  xxiv.  36,  2-7.)  and  for 
the  jufttfication  of  them  that  believe  in  him*  (Rom.  iv. 
25.)  And  then  the  apoftle  demon ftrated*  that  all  thefc 
things  had  been  punctually  fulfilled  in  that  very  Jefus* 
and  in  no  other*  whom*  faid  he,  I  preach  to  you  as  the 
only  Saviour  *  and  that  therefore  be  mull  needs  be  the 


true  Mefliah. 

4  And  thrfe  difeourfes  were  delivered  and  attended 
with  fuch  evidence  and  power  of  the  Spirit,  that  fome 
of  the  Jews  were  perfuaded  and  enabled*  hy  divine 
grace,  to  receive  the  gofpel*  net  as  the  word  ef  men, 
but  ( as  it  is  in  truth )  the  word  of  God,  which  worked 
fo  effectually  in  them ,  that  they  believed  in  the  Lord  Je¬ 
fus*  as  the  Chrift  of  God*  (1  Theff.  ii.  13.) ;  and  there¬ 
upon  adhered  to  Paulsnd  Silas,  embracing  the  dodrine 
they  preached*  and  aflbeiating  with  them* 

?**)  as  perfons  that  were  joined  to  them  by  a  gracious 
lot,  under  the  difpofal  of  a  divine  choice*  (1  Theff.  i. 
4*  5.)  The  like  happy  change  was  alfo  wrought  upon  a 
great  multitude  of  religious  Greeks *  and  on  no  fmall 
numher  pf  women  of  diftirtlion  among  them,  who,  as 
profelytes  of  the  gate*  attended  fynagogue-woifliip*. 

5  But 


N  O  T  E. 


*  Thcujh  ottr  hiftonan,  wfip  aimd  at  cat  cfpcciatly  u'berc  he  him&if  vas  prefrot 
baiitjk  and  not  at  cfk'nta’ion,  fptitk&onJp  as  ao  Cye-witroefr,  which  he  *a»  not  ^fir; 
of  Paul's  preaching  to  the  Jt'ivi  for  three  yet  it  Items  trident,  that  the  apoillc  ftatd  j| 
fibbitb  day*,  of  the  ronvtriion  of  many  ernifidmUt  time  longer  at  thit  city,  and  itet 
of  then:,  uid  of  th«  jffdfclyiet  of  the  gale,  he  procM  abun-Untly  in  the  i&ljtnus  Gcjj* 
(fee  tiie  tjett  i>n  rfiap,  xtjL  *  7*J  i^kt$  no  many  cf  which  were  converted  litc* 

injtk«  cf  coiiwrfiyns  from  among  the  idol)*  vi!c  hy  that  oiuns  i  For  he  fprab  of  the 
(ruts  Grvtiks  nt  T^^tvrcti,  as  having  rc-  Philp^ianty  z$  having  teat  rr.ee  aid  xgthi  tty  t}$ 
rvcxjml  fafli  of  ifut  ior|  id  Jcicnl  other  pla-  tludiig  hi*  abode  at 
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S  Got  the  Jew* 
which  believed 
not,  moved  with 
tnif,  took  unto 
[hemctrtaiukwd 
klWs  of  the  ha* 
&t  ion,  and  ga¬ 
thered  a  compa¬ 
ny,  and  Get  all  the 
City  on  anvprore, 

and  a  Suited  the 
bon  fit  of  Jafon, 
and  fought  10 
bring  them  ode 
to  the  people 


4  A<>d  when 
they  foufid  them 
not,  they  drew 

Jain  nt  and  certain 
rtthitQ ,  unto 
the  rulers  of  the 
dty  ,  dying  , 
Thefe  that  have 
turned  the  voHd 
upJide  down  ut 
cumc  hither  lift ; 


y  Vhom  Jafon 
hath  received  t 
ami  thefe  all  do 
enutrtry*  to  the 
decrees  of  Cefv, 

faying, 


5  Bat  tbofe  Jtwsy  who,  being  left  to  themfclves,  ob- 
ftinately  per  lifted  in  their  unbelief,  were  filled  with  en* 
vions  indignation  at  the  facccfs  of  PouP s  preaching, 
when  they  faw  fo  many  embrace  the  gofpet,  and  fome 
of  their  own  countrymen  among  them  }  and  therefore 
con  falting  with,  and  getting  together,  a  company  of 
rode,  profligate,  and  vulgar  fellows,  the  very  feum  of 
the  mob,  that  were  the  fitteft  of  all  others  to  feive  their 
vile  and  malicious  purpofes,  they  made  a  riot  in  the  ci« 
ty,  to  the  great  difturbance  and  terror  of  its  inhabitants  } 
and  going  to  the  boufe  of  JeJbn,  where  the  apoftle  and 
his  companions  lodged,  (yer.  7.)  they  befet  it  in  a  mu¬ 
tinous  manner,  and  demanded  his  delivering  them  itp, 
that  they  might  pull  them  out,  and  expofe  them  to  the 
fury  of  all  the  populace. 

6  But  (ft)  milling  of  them,  who  had  withdrawn  to 
fome  other  place,  they  feized  upon  Ja/bn,  the  mailer 
of  the  family,  and  fome  others  of  his  brethren  in  Chrift 
that  were  with  him,  and  dragged  them  away  to  the 
Roman  magiftrates,  who  had  the  government  of  the  ci¬ 
ty  in  their  bands ;  and,  to  make  the  Chriftians  appear 
as  odious  and  ohnoxious  aspoflible,  they  cried,  out,  with 
rage  and  clamour,  againft  the  apoftle  and  his  aflociares, 
who  were,  in  reality,  the  great  inftruments  of  reforming- 
mankind,  The  men  that  have  been  fo  infamous  for  f ta¬ 
ring  up  fedition,  deftroying  all  peace  and  order,  and 
throwing  the  world  into  dreadful  confufion,  by  preten¬ 
ding  to  letup  a  new  religion,  wherever  they  have  been ; 
thefe  notorious  incendiaries  are  now  lb  bold  and  daring, 
as  to  come  even  to  this  great  metropolis,  to  fpread  their 

peftilcntial  heretics,  and  make  the  like  difturbance  a- 
mong  us  here. 

7  Thefe  dangerous  men  has  Jafm  encouraged  and 
.countenanced,  entertained  and  harboured  at  bis  houfe: 
And  all  their  followers,  fome  of  which  are  now  brought 
before  you,  are  fo  difafieQed  to  tbe  government,  that 
they  go  into  treafonable  principles  and  pndlices  againft 
the  emperor}  and  in  direft  contradiction  to  bis  laws, 
which  forbid  any  one’s  taking  the  title  of  king  without 
his  leave,  they  preach  up,  and  profefs  to  own  another 
.perfon  under  that  royal  chandler,  that  has  no  legal  pre- 

-  tenfions 


NOTH.. 

( PA<7.  iv.  ns.)  and  In  hi*  Grit  cpiftlc  to  the  ftvtega ni  trot  Gad,  guJ  t?  i umt  for  4if  Jfii 
Thcihknhn^  which  w ai  wrote  within  tbunt  /nun  beavea,  nthcm  be  ratfed  fnm  the  dead  ; 
«  utter  he  had  been  with  them,  and  was  and  that  the  number  of  thefe  fo  £rcjit 
tht  firfl  epiftte  that  he  font  to  any  chord),  it  it  to  oetafco  tbe  fprtailng  abroad  at  their 
apptan  th*t  hr  hbowrtd  mghl  aad  day  ait#ng  faith  Gad  ward  U  fwp  chap.  I.  8, — 

fArw,  (chap.  ii.  p,)  and  that  the  members  to.  /See  Dr  Benfon’a  tdfisrj  of  the  firfi  pfa*h 
of  that  chvrrh  moftly  cortfilVed  of  ibeh  <?»-  i«jf  a/  (bt  ChrijHaa  toJ*  Ii.  p. 

tite?)  as  turned  to  God  /rw*  idds  iP  Jtrvc  the  ptf.) 
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frying  f  That 
three  u  sck met 
king,  rat  Jtfus. 


9  And  they 
troubled  the  pco* 
pte,aud  the  mins 

of  the  dry,  «bca 
they  bc*rd  thde 
thing*. 


9  And  when 
they  had  taken 
fr  entity  of  Jafon, 
and  of  cite  other, 
they  let  thru*  go. 


to  And  the 
brethren  imme¬ 
diately  ftut  away 
Paul  and  SiUtby 
ttight  unto  Berea : 
who  coming  jAi * 
tier  went  into 
the  fynagogue  of 
the  Jews. 


11  Thde  were 
more 


tenfions  to  it ;  even  one  Jefus,  whom  they  Erft  fet  up 
for  king  of  the  Jews,  and  afterwards  proclaimed  him 
Lord  of  aU,  ( chap.  x.  36.)  in  oppoCdon  to  Cafar^  to 

whom  alone  our  allegiance  is  due. 

8  This  aCcufationof  fuch  high  crimes  and  mifdemea- 
nours  alarmed  the  common  people  and  the  magiftrates, 
who  were  exceedingly  concerned  at  the  hearing  of  thofe 
fuggeftions}  Dame  being  afraid  left  the  good  men  fhould 
be  nippreffed  3  others,  left  a  rebellion  Ihould  be  foment¬ 
ed  ;  and  others  being  in  great  perplexity  of  mind,  as 
not  knowing  what  to  make  of  thefe  things,  or  what 
they  might  come  to, 

9  And  the  magistrates  thinking  it  their  duty  to  ex¬ 
amine  more  clofely  into  the  matter,  and  finding  (hat 
the  Cbriftiaus  fpoke  of  Jefus  as  their  Lord  and  K.irg, 
who  was  gone  to  heaven,  and  exalted  on  his'  throne 
there,  which  no  way  threatned  Cafai*i  rights  and  do¬ 
minion,  they  only  bound  Jafon  and  his  brethren  over 
to  their  good  behaviour,  and  took  bail  for  their  appear¬ 
ance,  if  called  for;  and  then  difmilled  them,  aa  appre¬ 
hending  no  danger  from  them. 

to  But  (*)  the  Cbriftian  brethren,  that  had  been 
converted  at  that  place,  were  fo  affectionately  concern¬ 
ed  for  the  fafety  of  Paul  and  Silas  *  and  fo  app  re  hen  five 
of  their  coming  into  trouble,  that  they  Tent  them  away 
with  all  fpeed,  and,  for  the  better  concealment,  in  the 
night,  to  a  neighbouring  town  or  city,  called  Berta; 
who,  upon  getting  thither,  were  fo  far  from  being  dis¬ 
heartened  by  the  fpiteful  treatment  of  the  Jews  at  Tbeffa- 
hnica*  or  from  refuGng  to  have  any  thing  more  to  do 
with  that  fort  of  people,  either  through  refentment,  or 
through  fear  of  meeting  with  the  like  ill  ufage  from 
them  again,  that  they  went,  as  ufual,  rothe  fynagogue, 
to  preach  Chrift  to  the  Jews  and  profdytes  (ver,  12.) 
that  met  there. 

n  Thefe  Jniss  were  (*7'«r if*')  of  more  fublime  and 
noble  birth,  as  being  horn  of  God  *3  and  fo  were  of  a 


NOTE. 


*  As  ibere  were  Joubilcfs  font  good  peo¬ 
ple  among  tlie  Jews  of  this  age  :  I  fee  no 
ftafnrr  to  apprehend,  but  that  ihde  noble 
ftr/raj  were  of  a  truly  religions  fpirii, 
conit  ng  to  tli tir  light,  before  Paul  prodicd 
fo  them  f  End  lb  rre  fort,  by  the  Ononirring 
ilbimination  and  influence  uf  tht  Holy  Ghoft, 
they  cheerfully  embraced  Chriil,  as  fooo  as 
he  was  revealed  to  them-  For  l  think  we  no 
where  meet  with  a  fee  of  Jnrs3  that  were  lb 
well  alleged  to  the  gafpcl,  at  its  firfr  propo- 
fal  to  them  as  thele,  They  feemed  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  Jcripturei,  and  co  pay. a 
toai&aitous  regard  !o  their  divine  aiithtfriiy. 


more 

and  10  he  deeply  concerned,  that  they  might 
uoc  be  mifUkcu,  i>r  imp'll  upon,  in  the 
moll  important  pints,  rvbimg  to  the  Mef- 
Gab,  and  the  frhatfon  of  ihtir  fouls,  and  yet 
heartily  willing  to  receive  Chrift,  upon  find* 
ir»g  iJiatthedMidt)rrr,  oniVr  which  the  Md% 
fkih  was  let  forth  in  untiaw  prophecy,  were 
verified  in  him  ;  un-.l  the  whole  account,  here 
given  of  them,  h  Inch  as  might  l*c  txprAcd 
from  prefotis,  whofc  hearts  were  alrcuiy  turn¬ 
ed  to  (foci,  through  the  pro:n:fl4  MefliJi, 
And  now  rcylcsd  to  find  tlut  Jclbs  tras  the 
and  aceoiJingly  were  converted  to 

tiiun 
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more  oolite  than 
thole  in  Tbtfla* 
l&nxca,  in  that 
they  received  the 
ward  with  al J  r»- 
djn eft  of  mindr 
and  icatthed  the 
fetiptarcs  daily, 
wh  el  tier  ibcjfe 
things  owe  ft. 


j*  TTitrsfore 
aiuy  of  them 
believed;  alft  of 
honourable  wh 
men  orfuch  were 
Greets,  and  o  f 
men  not «  few. 


*3  But  when 
the  Jew*  ofTJief- 
falvrica  had 
knowledge  that 
[be  word  of  God 
wt*  preached  of 
Pan!  at  Berea, 
they  ainethitlur 
life,  and  fiiited 
up  the  people. 


>4  And  then 
immediately  the 
brethren  lent  a- 
wiy  Paul,  to  Co 
at  it  were  to  the 

ft*: 


more  open,  frank,  and  generous  fpirit,  than  thofe  at 
ThejJalonUa,  who  were  indeed  the  children  of  the  devil, 
while  they  boafted  of  having  Abraham  for  their  fathci : 
For  the  Lord  opening  their  hearts,  as  he  did  the  heart 
of  Lydia,  (chap.  xvi.  14.)  they  laid  slide  all  prejudices* 
and  attended  with  uprightnefs,  diligence,  and  candour, 
to  that  gofpel  which  was  preached  to  them,  and  em¬ 
braced  it  witb  all  eagemefs  and  cbearfulnefs  of  mind : 
(#*»«  rant  rpOufuat)  And  that  they  might  not  take  things 
upon  truft,  by  an  implicit  faith,  and  be  deceived  in 
matters  of  the  otmoft  conference,  they  carefully  and 
frequently,  not  only  on  the  fabbach-days,  but  likcwifc 
on  other  days  all  the  week  long,  read,  examined,  and 
ftudied  the  meaning  of  the  Old  Teftament  ■  prophecies 
concerning  the  er  pc  tied  Mefliah;  and  compared,  what 
they  found  there,  with  Pouts  dotlrine  concerning  Jcfus 
Chrift,  and  falvation  alone  by  him' ;  that  they  might 
judge  whether  the  things  he  declared  to  them  were 
of  divine  authority,  anfwerable  to  former  revelations  of 
God's  mind  and  will,  or  not. 

12  And  many  of  them,  being  fatisfied  by  the  light 
and  grace  of  theblefied  Spirit,  who  aflitted  their  inqui¬ 
ries,  that  what  Paul  delivered  harmonized  with  antient 
prediftions,  they  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  'Chrift,  as 
the  only  true  MeQiab,  and  Saviour  of  (inner*  $  as  did 
alio  feveral  ladies  of  quality,  that  were  devout  Gentiles 
by  religion,  as  well  as  Greeks  by  birth,  and  a  con  fid  en¬ 
able  number  of  men  of  fome  note,  who  were  likewife 
profelytes  of  the  gate. 

13  But  (j£)  when  the  unbelieving  and  inveterate 
/« us  at  7  bejfalmica  were  informed  that  the  gofpel  of 
the  grace  of  God  was  preached  by  the  apoflle  Paul, 
with  great  fuccefs,  at  Berea ,  as  it  had  been  at  their 
own  city,  their  vexation  and  envy  rofe  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  purfued  him  thither;  and,  like  the  unwearied 
and  fpiteful .  agents  of  the  devil,  who  is  an  implacable 
enemy  to  the  kingdom  and  glory  of  Chrift,  and  the 
good  of  immortal  fouls,  ufed  all  poflible  methods  of 

calumny  and  fafthood,  to  incenfe  the  mob,  and  fpirit 
up  an  iofurre&ion  again  ft  the  apolUe. 

14  Thco  the  Cbriftian  converts,  who  loved  as  bre¬ 
thren,  apprehending  danger  of  an  afiault  upon  Paul , 
under  the  management  of  thofe  furious  Jewt/h  zealots, 
immediately  conveyed  him  out  of  the  city,  advifmg 
him  to  take  the  road  that  led  to  the  fca-fide,  as  though 
he  deiigned  to  get  out  of  their  way,  by  going  a  fhip* 
board,  to  prevent  their  further  fearebing  and  inquiring 

after 


€h.  xviu 

{cm  i  but  -Sib*  i&d 
Timoihca*  abode 
tlitrcftill 


tj  And  thej 
that  conduded 
Ftul  brought  him 

taioAlhtcii  and, 
receiving  a  rom- 
m^ndment  unto 
Sitae  and  Timo- 
tbcn$  for  to  come 
to  him  vrilh  alt 
{peed,  they  de- 

paticd* 


■  t6  Now,  while 
Pud  I  waited  for 

them  at  Athens* 
hU  fpirit  wai 
JKrred  in  him, 
wticn  he  faw  the 
oty  wholly  given 
to  iiloi&ixy : 


i?  Therefore 
difputod  he  in 
the  fynagoguc 
ukh  the  Jews, 
and  ui:h  the  d$- 
vout  perfon*,  and 
In  the  market 
drtly  with  them 
that  met  with 
fcjirk 


r6  Then  cer* 
ttiit  philofbpbers 

of 

b 
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after  him :  But  Silas  and  Tmcthy  ftaid  behind  at  Berio, 
as  persons  that  were  leis  obnoxious  than  the  apoftle,  and 
might  be  fervi ceabl c  for  confirming  the  dUciples  that 
bad  been  made  there,  till  they  fhould  receive  orders  to 
follow  bim  to  Tome  other  place. 

15  And  as  Paul  (boned  quitted  that  road,  under  the 
direflionof  Providence,  the  brethren,  that  fet  out  with 
him,  accompanied  and  aftifted  him  in  his  long  journey 
of 'between  two  and  three  hundred  miles  to  Athens,  the 
moil  renowned  city  of  Greece,  and  the  chief  feat  of 
learning  in  the  famous  univerlity  there,  to  which  mul-> 
titudes  reforted  from  all  countries  for  education  in  the 
liberal  arts  and  fciences :  And  then  thefe  brethren  took 
their  leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  Berea,  with  orders 
to  Silas  and  TUnotbj  to  follow  him,  as  foon  as  poffible 
thither. 

16  Now  while  Pastl  was  waiting  at  Athens  for  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  his  fellow-labourers,  and  whtlft  he  was  narrow¬ 
ly  infpecling  the  religion  and  manners  of  the  people, 
that  he  might,  the  better  adapt  bis  difeourfes  to  their 
peculiar  circum (lances,  his  (bul  within  him  was  thrown 
into  a  ftrong  commotion  {*■»£*  fun**}  between  compaf- 
fionate  grief,  holy  indignation,  and  fervent  zeal  for  the 
glory  of  God,  when  he  obferved  how  entirely  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  city  in  general,  under  all  their  high 
pretences  to  wifdom  and  learning,  were  addi&ed  to  the 
worihtpping  of  idols ;  their  being  more  (latues  of  va¬ 
rious  heathen  gods  here,  than  in  all  Greece  befides. 

17  Therefore,  in  the  greatneCs  of  his  concern,  and 
yet  with  mceknefs  of  wifdom,  he  beginning,  as  ufual, 
fir  ft  with  the  Jevis  and  profclytcs  of  the  gate,  went  to 
the  fynagogue,  where  they  met  for  the  worftiip  of  God, 
renouncing  the  idolatry  which  reigned  in  that  city}  and 
there  he  preached  to  them  the  gofpel  of  falvation  alone  by 
Jefus  Ch lift,  explained  this  glorious  and  important  doc¬ 
trine,  proved  its  divine  authority,  recommended  it  ro 
their  acceptance,  and  anfwered  their  objections  againft 
it ;  And  afterwards  he  took  daily  opportunities  of  dii* 
courfing  ah  out  a  rifen  Saviour,  [ver,  18.)  to  any  that 
he  could  meet  with,  In  places  of  the  greateft  concouife 
for  civil  commerce. 

18  Hereupon,  feveral  of  the  heathen  philofophers  of 
two  famous  fe&s,  whofe  tenets  in  various  particulars 
were  contrary  to  each  other,  and  who,  notwithstanding 
all  their  pretences  to  wifdom,  knew  not  God,  united 
in  their  oppolition  to  the  apottie,  and  to  his  do&rins : 

Borne  of  thefe  were  Epicureans,  fo  called  from  Epicu¬ 
rus 
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of  the  Epittj  * 
rcans*  and  of  (he 
fitokks,  encoun¬ 
tered  him  \  and 
fhme  laid,  What 
will  this  babbler 
fcy  ?  other  feme. 
He  (cemcth  co  be 
a  fetcr  forth  of 
Orange  gpdf»  be- 
cisfch  t  preached 
unco  them  Jefui, 
and  the  referee* 
lion. 


ip  And  they 
took  him,  and 
brought  him  onto 

Areopagus,  fay* 
in  fcMay  ve  know 
whit  this  new 
doCbiuc,  where¬ 
of 


rut  their  founder  * :  And  others  were  Stotckt,  To  called 
from  their  meeting  in  the  Stoa^  which  ftgntfies  the  porch 
or  portico,  in  which  they  hsul  their  fchool  at  Athent  f: 
Among  thefe,  fome  faid  of  Paul,  in  a  way  of  derifioti, 
contempt,  and  fcorn,  What  would  this  little  defpicable 
animal  t,  this  trifling,  empty,  and  prating  dealer  in 
vain  words  pretend  to  ?  What  would  he  fay  to  us,  or 
hare  us  believe?  and  others  of  them  cried  out  with 
indignation.  He  appears  to  os  to  have  no  other  view, 
than  to  introduce  fome  foreign  demons  «»>)  a* 
mongft  us,  which  we  hare  never  received,  nor  heard 
of  before :  And  the  reafon  of  their  (o  thinking  war, 
becaufe  he  preached  Jefus  the  Saviour  to  them  under 
divine  cbara&ers  >  and  fpokc  of  his  refurre&ion  as  a 
divine  atteftalion  to  him,  by  the  lad  of  which,  {•*«".') 
their  foolifh  minds  being  darkened  as  to  fpiritual  things, 
they  feemed  to  under  {land  him  to-mean  fuch  a  fort  of 
goddefe,  as  they  themfelves  reckoned  Medeftp,  Fame, 
and  the  like  to  be,  which  they  owned  for  deities,  and 
ere£ted  altars  to,  as  fuch. 

19  And  that  the  apofUe  might  have  a  full  hearing, 
and  things  might  be  brought  to  fome  iifue,  they  took 
him  along  with  them  to  their  fupreme  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  in  the  forum,  called  Arhpagm  g,  which  was  {he¬ 
ated  on  an  eminence,  and  in  which  the  fenators,  who 
from  thence  were  called  Areepagites,  fat  and  judged  of 
all  matters,  relating  to  religion  and  their  gods,  as  well 
as  to  civil  concerns :  And  a  great  number  of  philoso¬ 
phers  having  gathered  about  him  there,  they  examined 
him,  faying,  If  the  novel  tenets,  which  you  go  about 
to  introduce  and  propagate  among  the  people,  are  nor 
to  be  kept  as  fecrets,  like  the  myfteries  of  oar  gods, 

will 


N  0 

*  Epiauju  held  that  the  world  vm  made 
ty  ’i  tafia!  concotufe  of  atoms;  that  God 
neither  created  dot  eortrnt  it*  oor  concern* 
himfeir  about  the  affair*  of  mankind  ;  that 
tbrir  god*  were  or  human  fhape ;  ilut  plea¬ 
sure  is  the  chief  good ;  and  that  there  are  no 
reward;  or  puDtibmcDU  after  death. 

f  The  S&kh  wm  mocAroufly  proud  and 
ielf-cooceited*  as  thinking  their  wile  men  e- 
qnal  to  God  himfelf,  and  held  that  matt ct 
wu  eternal,  and  that  the  world  was  God ; 
th*t  a  man's  chief  happinefs  lay  in  living  ac¬ 
cording  to  nature  and  rcalbo ;  that  all  things 
were  Cubjtrt  to  htind  and  irrdittible  fate ;  and 
that  there  poflibly  might  be  a  future  Hate  of 
rewards  and  pttuiOimeats*  though  their  no* 
tiunt  were  exceedingly  abTtinl,  confofed,  and 
tmfetlcd  about  it. 

|  ms  bMUr  (o  <r*tp«4>JL4<  wtojj)  is  obferwd 
by  the  critics  Co  Ik  a  term  <k  the  utmoft  yrt* 


r  E  S. 

in  atiulion  to  a  little  worth  left  chat¬ 
tering  bird*  that  pled  to  pick  op  the'  feed* 
which  were  fettered  in  the  market-place, 

IAr to fays  Mr  Simkfora^  was  au 
emeu  court*  ton  fitting  according  to  the 
difeitnt  cktunftuKtf  of  thrif  government » 
fejictimct  of  more*  and  at  others  of  fewer 
judges :  Its  original  number  was  twelve;  hut 
afterwards  it^ncreaftd  ra  three  hundred :  It 
had  the  cognizance  of  all  caiifcs  that  more 
particularly  concerned  the  welfare  of  t&rihtc ; 
and  under  this  head  all  innovations  in  reli*- 
gum  were*  in  time*  brought  before  the  jud¬ 
ges  of  i(p  wsc  condemned  by  them 

fe  holding  opinion*  contrary  to  the  religion 
of  hjs  councry ;  and  the  apoftle  PW  ferns  to 
have  been  questioned  More  them  about  Hit 
dofoioes,  being,  though  too  be  a  feier  font 
of  itrangc  gods*  Cctwtft.  tf  far,  **4  ftef* 
b$.  vol*  IL  p.  jftf,  jr 


Ch<  atvih 
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of  ttoa /pufttfl. 


to  V91  (h« 
hnngeft  certain 
flnngt'lhittgr  to 
our  euv  w  would 
know  therefore 
what  thejc  things 


a  1  (For  alt  the 
Athenians,  and 
ftrangm  which 
were  there,  fpent 
their  tunc  in  no¬ 
thing  die  but  d- 
ther  10  tdl  or  to 
hew  fbme 

thing.) 


will  you  be  i b  frank  as  to  acquaint  us  plainly  and  friths 

oUr  difguifey  wbat  they  are,  that  we  may  form  Tome 
judgrtient  about  them? 

20'Fttr;yoit  have  vented  fueh  furprifirigty  odd  and  un- 
accountable  notions'  in  our  beating,  as  we  are  utter 
Ar  angers  to,  and  never  met  with  in  all  our  converfatton* 
or  readings  before  $  nor  do  we  ktiow  whatfcto  make 
of  them;  We  therefore  would  fain  have  you  further 
explain  yburfelf,  arid  tell  us  freely  what  you  mean  by 
them* 

11  This  they  flid,  not  from  a  define  of  getting  any 
good  by  hitf.doArme,  but  to  gratify  tbelr  vameuriofity  ; 
for  the  natives  of Athens  in  general,  and  the  foreign* 
ers  that  came  thither  for  learning,  were  mighty  news-* 
mongers,  exceeding  fond  of  new  ftories  and,  new 
fchemes;  and  fo  trifling  were  they  in  ihttr  tempera* 
and  la  their  pur  fait  a  of  knowledge,  that  they  uftnUy 
wafted  their  precious  time  in  mere  novelties,  that  did 
not -concern  themfelvesj  Tome  in  telling,  and  others  in 
liftening  to  things,  that  were  never  heard  of  among  them 
before  5  as  if  true  wifdom  and  underftanding  confided 
in  nothing  elfe,  and  were  to  be  obtained  and  propaga¬ 
ted  by  no  other  means. 

22  Then  Paul  Handing  up  in  the  midft  of  the  court 

of  the  ArcdpagittS)  furrounded  with  fenators,  philofo- 
phere,  and  numerous  fpe£htors,on  the  top  of  Mars *  Ai//f 
addrtfled  them,  with  a  noble  freedom  and  courage,  in 
an  admirable  fpetch  of  the  following  purport,  O  ye  A * 
ibiniajts^  of  all  ranks  and  degrees,  wbo  are  fo  highly  ce*> 
lebrated  for  wifdom  and  learning,  fmee  I  have  had  the 
privilege  of  being  in  your  famous  city,  1  cannot  but  ob- 
ferve  that  yc  are  greater  devotion;  (Is  more  addi£ked 
to  the  worOiip  of  demons,  who  are  by  nature  no  gods, 
and  »pw)  more  inclined  to  fuperftition,  than 

any  other  people  that  I  ever  met  with,  as  appears  hv 
the  vaft  multitude  of  idolatrous  ftatues  which  are  to  be 
feen  every  where  among  you,  and  from  your  own  con-' 
felled  ignorance;  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  God  who  a* 
lone  ought  to  be  worshipped* 

23  For  as  I  palled  along  in  your  ftreets,  and  took  no¬ 
tice  of  what  deities  ye  adore;  I  fpied  an  attar,  which 
bears  an  infeription,  intimating  that  it  was  dedicated 
tQ  the  unknmn  Ccd'f,  which  is  a  pfafiical  acknowledg¬ 
ment 

if  O  T  B  ft. 

4  I  bin  taken  in  bath  Mr  Midt's  Ltrdxtrs trcftfiSrp  of  tb* gif?,  hijh  chip*  vju. 

p- 

+  Some  fbppoTe  that  the  alter  vith  this 
iafciiption  wai  fef  up  by  Sftra/fi,  to  apitl^ 

in  a  covert  way,  his  dewioQ  10  the  uai/  (to# 

t 


il  Theb  Pml 
flood  tn  the  mid* 
of  Marf-hill,  tnd 
fiid,  Te  idcd  of 
Athens,  I  per¬ 
ceive  that  in  alt 
thing!  yc  ire  too 
foptrUitioui, 


Pot  it  1 
tilled  by,  and 
beheld  your  de¬ 
votions,  1  found 
pn  alrar  wJifc  this 
inJcription,  TO 
THE  UN- 
KNOWN  GOD, 

whom 


icnfr  of  the  void  as  Cgnifring 

dembn-woHbip ;  and  Dr  Lsrdatr**  icnic  of 
it*  ai  Ggnifytng  difpcfrd  to  religion*  See 
Afef/s  works,  b*  iii.  cbsp.vi-  p*  yflj*  and 
VoL'IIJ.  0 
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Whom  therefor* 
ye  igroranily 
woift^p,  h  m  4c* 
cUtc  1  onto  you* 


t4  God  that 
made  the  world, 
aad  ill  ihibg* 
therein  *  feeing 
tbit  he  is  Lord  of 
tiNvtiund  earth, 
dwetferh  not  in 
tmplei  made 
with  hind*; 


if  Neither  is 
woid)ipp«l  with 
men’s  hind?,  is 
(hough  he  ncaled 
any  thing,  fccinjr 
be  givnh  to  all 
life  and  breach, 
lad  all  things ; 


id  And  hath 
made 


mem  of  your  ignorance' of*  the  true  God,  and  that  ye 
ought  to  revere  him,  ami  would  do  fo,  if  ye  really 
knew  him,  who  is  indeed  invifiblc  and  incotnprchen- 
fiblc :  Him  therefore,  whom  ye,  notwit  h  Ran  ding  all 
your  wifdom  and  teaming,  are  fuch  utter  (Grangers  to, 
and  To  Itupidly  pretend  to  worfhip,  I. am  come  hither 
to  preach  and  make  known  to  you,  in  his  being  and 
perfections,  will  and  works,  anid  bow  he  may  be  ac* 
ceptably  ferved,  glorified,  and  enjoyed, 

24  Even  that  only  living  and  true  God,  who,  con* 
trary  to  the  corrupt  norions  of  fome  of  you,  is  in  reali¬ 
ty  the  infinitely  wife  and  almighty  Creator  of  the  uni- 
veife,  and  of  all  things  therein,  whether  they  be  ant* 
mate  or  inanimate,  vifible  or  iovifible ;  and  is  the  fo- 
vereign  Lord,  proprietor,  pofFcflor,  and  governor  of  the 
upper  and  lower  worlds,  and  of  all  the  creatures  which 
he  has  madeiu  both;  and  fo  fills *11  places  with  his  inl¬ 
ine  nfe  prefence,  and  cannot  be  circumfcribed  in,  or 
confined  to,  any  particular  habitation,  not  even  to  the 
heaven  of  heavens,  which  cannot  contain  him,  much 
Ids  to  any  temples  of  wood  or  ftooe,  that  arc  the  work 
of  men's  hands,  as  though  he  dwelt  in  them  as  your 
demon-gods  do. 


25  Nor  can  he  be-  fitly  worfhipped  or  minifired  to, 
(**  VHwrst)  agreeable  to  his  fpi ritual  nature  and  holy 
wtU,  by  any  (hrines,  images,  or  offerings,  or  any  ma¬ 
nual  art  or  labour  of  men;  nor  indeed  can  he  be  in  the 

■ 

lead  profited  by  any  fervices  of  fuch  little,  mean,  con¬ 
temptible  creatures,  as  we  of  the  human  race  are  ;  as  if 
this  gTeat  and  all-fufficient  Being,  who  is  infinitely  a- 
bove  us,  could  Hand  in-  need  of  any  thing  that  we  can 
do  to  increafe  his  felicity  * :  For  he  is  fo  far  from  re¬ 
ceiving  the  lead  addition  to  his  own  perfections,  glory, 
and  blefiednets,  from  any  other,  that  he  is  the  foie  au¬ 
thor,  the  continual,  free,  and  bounteous  giver  and  main¬ 
tainor  of  the  Jives  of  all  the  children  of  men,  and  of  all 
inferior  animals  in  which  is  the  breath  of  life ;  from 
him  like  wife  proceeds  every  good  thing  that  is  neceflary 
to  their  fupport  and  comfort,  or  that  they  enjoy. 

26  And  that  none  might  pride  themfelves  in  their 

pedigree. 


NOTES. 


God,  tfhilft  he  derided  the  plurality  of  t1>c 
heathen  for  vdneh  he  vu  condemned 
to  death  :  And  others,  the*,  whoever  erctad 
this  altar,  it  wit  doat  in  f>onottr  to  the  Gcd 
©ftkcTrw,  of  whom  there  was  ilo  image, 
ind  vholic  name  JrJovji,  as  ineffable,  wu 
sever  pronounced  by  tlic  J^iw,  and  nrver 
suuic  known  to  the  idoJnrtws  Gettitct ;  him 


therefore  the  apofrfetoofc  this  opportunity  to 
declare  onto  them* 

*  Snow  eruio  obferve,  that  Stoji&t  fignU 
fie*  fimpfy  to  want*  and  to  be  uteily 

is&gtmt ;  tmt  the  word  here  ufnlt 

ligojiia  to  want  Jbmethifig  to  mb  up  the 
pcrfaHo&of  what  one  already  has. 
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ill 


»»usfiWiShM 

*11  wfclwu  J rf 
laa.Cbrtodtf'dl 
taut  the  facfe  tf 
the  oink,  »4 
hath  dctcnhbcA 
the  times  before 
ipffototal 

the  bonods  of 
tfitir  habtadoo; 


11  That  l bef 
Ihotitd  feck  the 
Lord,  if  Kaply 
they  might  fed 

after  him*  and 
find  bim,  though 

hebcoatfar  from 
Orery  on  of  oi  J 


ii  Per  id  him 
ilveiid  move* 
and  base  our 
being:  at  certain 
alfo  of  yoor  own 

pom 


pedigree,  ot -be  unkind  and  creel  to  any  of  their,  fellow 
Creatures,  or  defpair  of  Eliding  favour  witn  Gad  j  be 
baa  made  all  mankind,  in  every  nation  under  heaven* 
of  one  and  the  fatne  human  nature,  andoriginally  near 
a- kin  in  hlobd,  as  he  caiifes  every  individual  of  them  to 
ddbend  from  the  fame  common  parents*  whom  he  St  firlfc 
created}  and  to  whom  he  has  given  an  innumerable  off- 
fpring, ihat  they*  in  their  proper  fcafehs*  might  inhabit 
the  foveral  climates  of  the  earth*  and  might  ufe  and  eu* 
joy  its  various  riches  and  produ&s;  he  having  determi¬ 
nate!  y  fettled  in  bis  eternal  purpofe,  the  fpeciat 

periods  of  time*  laid  out  beforehand,  for  their  exig¬ 
ence,  (vyonra^.111  and  the  boundaries  of  their  fe¬ 
ver  al  dwellings)  in  "what  nation  foe  vet  their  lot  be  call. 

•  ay  Now  the  great  end  for  which  God*  in  his  wife 
and  holy  providence*  thus  gives  them  a  being  upon  earth* 
according  to  the  counfei  of  bis  own  will*  is,  that  when* 
or  wberefoever  it  be,  they  might  inquire  after  him*  in 
order  to  their  knowing,  loving*  and  ferving  him*  and 
placing  their  happinefs  in  hiai  *  and  that  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  blindnefe  and  depravity,  which  befides  wbac. 
is  natural  in  their  prefen t  (late,  have  been  wilfully  con- 
traded  upon  the  human  mind*  they  might  try*  at  lead* 
like  perfons  groping ’in  the  dark*  whether  they  might 
not  poffibly  hit  upon  feme  difeoveries  of  His  eternal 
power  andGodbead,  by  means  of  the  vilible  things  which 
he  has  made,  though  he  himfelf  be  an  tnvifible  Spirit* 
and  an  unknown  God  to  Athenian  wife  men  :  Arid  yet 
fiich  is  his  omuiprefence  and  perpetual  agency  in  all 
places,  that  he  is  intimately  near  to  every  one  of  us,  to 
obferve,  uphold*  pretefj,  and  (apply  us,  and  to  approve 
or  difapprove  of  our  behaviour,  in  thought,  word,  aod 
deed. 

i3  For  in  him*  as  every-whefe  prefeflt,  all-powerful 

and  a&ive,  wife  and  good*  and  as  the  fource  of  all  vital 

influence,  we  poflefs  our  lives,  from  firft  to  left,  even 
by  the  uninterrupted  emanations  and  concourfe  of  his 
erfeQive  and  governing  providence,  who  is  oar  life,  and 
the  length  of  our  days :  In  him,  after  the  feme  ineffable 
manner,  we  have  all  our  powers  and  activity  of  mo¬ 
tion  in  fotll  and  body,  whereby  We  are  enabled  to  think 
and  aQ  in  our  ftate  of  living  exiftencei  And  in  him* 
as  the  Creator  and  prefenrer  of  all,  we  have  the  being, 
which  we  at  firft  received,  and  (till  continue  to  enjoy, 
with  all  its  fupports  and  comforts,  endowments  and  ad¬ 
vantages  of  the  rational  and  animal  kind,  whereby  it  is 
diftinguifbed  from  creatures  cf  lower  rank;  We  owe 
all  thefe  to  him,  even  as  feme  of  your  own  Creek  poers 

O  a  ’  have 


an 
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p»Ct*  have  fuel, 
>'or  we  are  altb 

bis  oilspring. 


ip  For^fmuch 
then  as  we  arttjic 
offspring  of  Ood, 
we  ought  not  to 

think  that  tht 

Godhead  u  lit c 
Unto  gold,  or  fil¬ 
ler,  or  ftone  gra¬ 
ven  bjr  art  and 
man's  dt-rifi*. 


50  And  the 

rimes  of  this 
ignorance  God 
vinkeH  «j  but 
now  tom  mandat h 
all  men  every 
where  to  it  pern : 


3i  Btcaufc  he 
iuth  appomred  a 
day>ki  the  which 

he 


have  fuggefted  ;  for  not  only  Homer,  Hefted,  arid  others 
of  them,  commonly  called  their  Jove  the  Father  of  men  ; 
but  Ar&tus,  in  one  of  his  bemijiicks,  or  half  verfes,  fays, 
We  are  his  offspring,  which  intimates,  that  he  made  us 
for  himfelf,  and  takes  a  tender  care  of  its. 

ap  Since  therefore  (**)  we  derive  our  life  and  breath, 
motion  and  being,  and  our  all,  from  this  great  God, 

who  is  the  common  Father,  tbat  created  as  after  his  own 
image  ;  the  Father  of  fpirits ,  as  well  as  the  God  ff  all 
fiejb ;  we  ought  by  no  means  to  take  up  fo  low  and  falfe 
an  idea  of  him,  or  put  fuch  a  grofs  affront  uponbim,  as 
to  think,  according  to  your  .vain  imaginations,  that  the 
only  true  Deity  bears  any  kind  of  refemblance  to  ftatues 
of  filver,  or  gold,  or'  ft  one,  of  human,  or  other  fhape, 
that  are  cut  out  and  formed  by  the  art,  and  devifed  by 
the  fancy  of  men,  how  coftly  foever  their  materials, 
and  e xqu ifi tel y  fine  and  curious  their  carvings  and  paint¬ 
ings  be. 

30  But  (/“»«)  God  has  hitherto  bore  with,  and  in  a 

manner  connived  at,  and  yet  defpifed  this  amazing  ftu- 
pidity  and  folly,  amid  A  all  the  improvements  of  human 
learning ;  info  much  that,  on  onehand,  he,  in  his  great 
Ion g-fuffe ring  and  patience,  has  refrained  cutting  you 
off,  as  he  jufltly  might  have  done  for  all  thefe  idolatries; 
becaufc,  though  very  provoking,  they  are  not  fo  highly 
aggravated  as  IfraeT  s.  were,  who  finned  again  A  greater 
knowledge  ;  And,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  not  here¬ 
tofore  Teen  At,  in  hts  infinitely  wife,  fovereign,  and  ho¬ 
ly  Providence,  to  fend  his  prophets  among  you,  to  rc- 
m  on  (hate  again  ft  thefe  abominations,  but  in  his  awful 
righteoufnefs  let  yon  alone ;  becaufc  ye  have  willingly 
ftiut  your  eyes  again  ft  fuch  light  as  he  had  given  you 
by  tradition,  and  by  the  works  of  his'hands :  But  now, 
,ia  the  riches  of  his  own  free  mercy  and  grace,  he  (•"*“* 
r«»)  over-looking  thofe  days  of  ignorance  and  error, 
makes  a  clear  revelation  of  nimfetf  and  of  a  future  judg¬ 
ment,  (oer.  31.);  and,  wherever  this  revelation  comes, 
he  authoritatively  requires  all  men,  upon  pain  of  his  fo- 
reft  difpleafure,  to  change  their  minds  and  ways,  and 
with  contrition,'  fliame,  and  forrow  of  heart,  tinder  ap- 
preheufiuiis  of  his  endearing  goodoels,  to  turn,  without 
delay,  from  all  their  idols,  and  from  all  their  other  ini¬ 
quities  to  him,  through  that  Jeftts,  the  great  and  on!/ 
Mediator,  whom  I  preach,  (wr.  18.) 

31  For  the  God  who  made  and  rules  over  them,  and 
to  whom  they  are  all  accountable,  has,  in  his  own  eter¬ 
nal  counfels.  Axed  a  certain  and  folemn  time,  in  which, 
as  he  h ar d eclated  by  the  gofpel,  be  will  futnmon  all  the 

inhabitants 
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he  will  into  the 

world  In  nghce* 

onTidi  |  bf  (W 
tniQ  whom  he 
hath  ordained  ; 
whereof  he  hath 
given  ilHiraoct 
onto  all  mcf*»  jo 
that  he  bath  fair¬ 
ed  him  from -the 
dead; 


31  And  when 
they  beard  of  the 
refur  ration  ol  the 
dead,  lbmc  mock* 
ed  i  sod  others 
iatdf  ffc  wilt 
hear  ihee  agjiu 
of  tiiii  mstbr. 


3)  So  Paul  de¬ 
puted  from  '  a* 
moDg  them* 


3* 

certain  nen  clave 
Onto  him,  eml  be¬ 
lieved 


inhabitants  of  this  world  to  appear,  in  a  future  (late,  be¬ 
fore  bis  firi&  and  awful  tribunal  from  whence  there  is 
no  appeal;  and  wijlpafo  a  decifive  fentence  of  happi- 
nefs  of  mifery,  for  eternity,  upon  every  one  of  them,'  ac¬ 
cording  to  -rtilet  of  impartial  righreouftiefs :  This  he  will 
do,  not  indeed  immediately  by  bimfelf,  but  mediately 
by  bis  own  Son,  who,  though  a  divine  perfon,  is  in  a  . 
wonderful  manner  truly  man,  having  really  taken  our 
nature  into  a  perron al  union  with  himfelf  on  earth,  and 
carried  it  to  heaven;  and  whom  God  his  Father  has  a* 
(minted,  in  that  nature,  to  fuftain  the  ebarafter,  and  do 
the  work  of  the  fovereign  Judge  of  the  whole  race  of 
mankind ;  And  he  has  given  the  utmoft  proof  and  evi¬ 
dence  of  this,  to  induce  the  belief  of  it  in  all  men  that 
hear  our  gofpel  concerning  him ;  in  that,  as  it  declares, 
and  many  of  his  difciples  are  witneffes,  God  has  aftual- 
!y  raifed  bim  from  the  dead,  in  teftimony  of  his  own¬ 
ing,  accepting,  ayd  enthroning  him,  after  he  had  been 
crucified  to  make  expiation  for  tbe  fins  of  Gentiles,  as 
well  as  Jews. 

32  And  as  the  apoftle  was  thus  leading  the  company 
oh  to  the  do&rine  of  a  crucified,  rifen,  and  exalted  Savi¬ 
our,  fome  of  the  Epicurian  philofophers  efpecially,  {ver, 
t8.)  upon  hearing  him  mention  tbe  refur  reEtbon  qf  tbs 
dead*  which  was  conrrary  to  all  their  principles,  ridicu¬ 
led  and  laughed  at  him  for  it,  as  a  wbimfical  notion  of 
what  they  took  to  be  an  impoifibility  :  But  others,  par¬ 
ticularly  thofe  of  the  Stoick  feet,  who  had  fome  confufed 
apprehenGons  of  a  future  Bate  of  rewards  and  punilh- 
merits  for  fouls,  but  never  thought  of  (he  refurreftion  of 
the  body,  laid  with  a  graver  air.  We  fliould  be  glad  to 
hear  you  again  more  diftinQiy,  and  at  large,  -about  a 
doftriue  fo  novel,  but,  if  true,  fo  important,  as  this  of 
the  body’s  riling  from  tbe  dead. 

•  33  And  fo  the  afiembiy  broke  up,  divided  in  their 
femimeuts  about  thefe  matters  which  Aiu/had  difeour- 
fedon  with  little  etFeft,  as  to  moll  of  them;  and  leaving 
what  he  had  faid  to  their  confideration,  and  the  blefling 
of  God,  he  went  out  of  court. 

34  But  {*•)  though  the  generality  of  thefe  learned 
philofophers  and  fenators,  being  left  to  the  ignorance, 
pride,  and  perverfenefii  of  their  own  hearts,  rejeded  his 
tefiintony ;  yet,  through  grace,  it  was  not  alrogether  in- 
c JTectual ;  For  there  were  a  few  that  followed  him  with 
great  affe&ion,  and  defire  to  be  let  Bill  further  into  the 
gofpel ;  and  rhat  received  Jefus  Chrili  by  faith,  trading 
in  him,  and  in  God  through  him,  whom  he  has  ordain¬ 
ed  10  be  the  Saviour  of  all  that  believe,  and  the  Judge  of 
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lie  veil  :  among 
t  fee  *hich  was 
pKnyfiu;  the  A- 
ttopagite,  tui  ?  ' 

woman  named 

and  o- 

thm  M-irb  them. 

*  ■ 


the  whole  world :  Among  thefe  were  two  perfons  of 
eminence  ;  one  was  the  learned  Diohyfiusy  a  member  of 
ibis  fupreme  court  of  judicature  that  fat  at  ^ireof&gus  $ 
and  the  other  was  a  woman  of  considerable  rank*  whofe 
name  was  Damarts ;  and  there  irere  fcvcral  others  of 
lefe  note,  who>  together  with  thefe,  turned  from  idols  to 
ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  end  to  wait  for  its  Son  frm 
heaven,  whom  be  raifid  fromthe  dead^  even  J€fust 
delivered  us  frm  tie  wrath  to  come.  ( t  l*bef  h  9*  io*) 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

ITow  excellent  is  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Jefu*  in^a  feripture 
way,  aa  deriving  light  from  the  Oki  and  New  Tdtaroeni,  to  explain^  confirm, 
and  apply  wiy  doctrine  concerning  him!  And  yet  how  neceflary  is  it,  that 
principles  of  natural  rtfiginn  be  eftablifhed,  with  regard  to  the  being*  perfee* 
lions*  and  providence  of  God,  and  a  future  "judgment,  to  make  way  for  the 
peculiar  and  <3 i Hi ngu tilling  truths  of  the  gofpel  J  Ah  J  how  arc  the  poor  hea* 
them  to  he  pitied  \  and  how  would  it  move  the  fpirttof  a  good  man,  to  refirft 
on  the  blind  nef$  and  corruption,  in  religious  concerns,  even  ofthemoft  learned 
of  them  1  They  ignorantly  worfhipped  an  unknown  god,  let  up  innumerable 
idols  of  their  own  inventing,  and  fttipidly  imagine  that  their  gods  are  confined 
to  their  temples,  Hatties,  ami  altars;  that  they  are  plcafed  with  the  works  of 
men**  bands ;  and  that  the  Deity  islike  their  carved  images  of  gold,  (Uver, and  ftone; 
ami,  at  belt,  they  do  but  grope  in  the  dark  after  him,  if  poffibly  they  might  find 
him  :  But  how  different  is  the  only  living  and  true  Cod,  from  all  their  grofs  con¬ 
ceptions  of  him  ;  and  what  a  noble  and  exalted  reprefentation  have  the  fcrip~ 
turn  given  of  him  !  Ihere  wc  are  affined,  with  the  cleared  evidence,  that  be 
is  the  God  who  made  and  governs  the  world,  and  all  things  therein;  who  is  al¬ 
ways  intimately  near  to  us,  wherever  we  arc;  has  no  need  of  any  of  os*  and 
cannot  be  profited  by  us  ;  but  who  bimfelf  gives  life,  "and  breath*  and  aD  good 
things  ;  So  that  we  are  his  offspring,  that  five,  mo  we,  and  have  our  beings  in 
him,  who  Ms  fore 'Appointed  the  times  of  qur  coming  into,  and  continuing  in 
the  world,  and  the  particular  places  of  our  rcfidence  in  it,  and  will  fummon  ajl 
mankind  to  a  righteous  judgment  by  bis  Son  Jefuff  Chrift,  that  glorious  and  di¬ 
vine  Man,  whom  he  has  ordained  to  have  the  entire  management  of  it,  at  bis 
own  prettied  day.  How  folcmo  are  thefe  thoughts  !  And  what  fhong  induce¬ 
ments  to  repent,  and  turn  to  God  from  all  our  iniquities  and  to  believe  in  the 
Lord  Jd'ue  Cbrift,  for  the  rcrniffion  of  them*  that  wc  may  find  our  Judge  our 
friend,  when  wc  imifl  appear  before  him  I  Happy  and  truly  noble  fouls  are  they 
*hai  receive  the  word,  which  acquaints  us  wiib  thefe  important  things,  with  alj 
readlhcfs  of  mind,  and  daily  fearchthe  fcripture,  the  only  rule  of  faith,  to  fee 
whether  what  any  one  (ays  about  them  be  agreeable  to  it,  oy  not  ?  Multitudes 
of  fuel*  religious  inquirers  are  effectually  wrought  upon  to  bdieyein  Chrift;  and 
the  gufpcl  is  the  power  of  God  to  the  fid  vat  ion  of  others  that  Cat  in  darknds^ 
pvA  in  the  fhadow  of  death  before.  Amt  Q  how  foverefgn  and  victorious  is  the 
gr  -icr  which  makes  thg  word  Effectual  to  all  forts  of  peffons*  to  great  a  umbers 
of  the  common  people,  and  honourable  women  not  a  few,  to  devout  v^orjkip^ 
pen,  and  idolatrous  Gentiles,  and  to  a  learned  jireopagite  and  a  famous  Duma* 
rij,  as  well  as  to  people  of  fcfs  note  !:  So  that  neither  great  men,  nor  ladies  of 
the  higheft  quality,  nerd  be  afiiaipcd  to  own  and  believe  in  thrift,  and  receive 
the  faithful  laying  of  faction  alone  by  him,  which  is  worthy  of  ail]  acceptation  ; 
and  Purdy  none  but  the  bafer  fort  of  men,  or  mm  of  fenfinliiy,  pleafurc,  and 
tt  ifimg  curiofity,  thaE  fptrd  their  time  in  telling  and  hearing  feme  ntw  thing  to 
amufe  them;  or  the  men  of  pride,  prejudice,  and  error*  through  faTfe  pbitofo- 
phy  ard  vain  deceit,  can  find  in  their  hearts  to  run  down  the  glorious  gofpcl  of 
the  biriftd  God,  Rut  from  inch  S3  thefe,  who  arc  Indeed  the  devil's  lealotc,  the 
jtt  yards  of  Chriit  muil  exped  the  biitcrdl  enmity,  fco£fa,  aud  jeep*  and  perfe* 

'  4  1 '  '  cutiou. 
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attmmUr-xia&cr  preface  of their-  preaching  ftrangeand  mylicrious  do^hinfs,  *nd 
of {heir •)  pnutig,tbe  worfd  upfifie  down,  vrbik  they  do-ttua  only  in  tbc~bcft  fchft, 
loreforjn  i|y  and  £hcir  enemitt  do  it  in  tbc  worft,  to  throw  it  into  confufioii,  and 
let  the  people  in  an  uproar  agaihflr  they  know  not  what.  But  they  that  behett* 
throngh  grace,1  and  know  the  truth*  as  it  is  in  Jefuj,  wilt  durt  to  his  faithful 
raifiengcr*,  -and  concern  thcmblwcs  for  their  lakty  and  comfort ;  and.  which  is 
bpft  of  ^i.  God  bimfHf  will  own  andTuocetd  them*  fur  bringing  many  fouls  to 
Chrift^.aptf  tq  franco  through  him. 

''  ...  .  - 


CHAP.  XVIII. 

Paul  goet  from  Athena  to  Corinth,  works  at  bis  /ecu far  trade, '  and 
preaches  firff  to  the  Jews,  and  then  to  the  idolatrous  Gentiles,  t , — 6. 
If  is  fuccefs ,  and  his  encouragement  by  a  vijion  to  continue  there.,  7,— 
II.  HU  accufation  by  /A/ Jews  to  Gallio,  the  Roman  governor, 
who  refuses  to  intermeddle  in  their  affairs,  12, — 1 7.  Hit.  progrefs 

afterwards  to  Ephefus  and  Antioch,  from  whence  he  fett  out  on  hit 
third  apoflolich  journey  through  Jeveral  countries  in  bis  way  to  Jeru- 
falem,  18,-23.  Apoilos,  preaching  the  baptijm  tf  John  at  Ephe¬ 
fus,  is  further  inftr silled  by  Aquila  and  Piiicilla ;  and,  going  from 
thence  to  Achaia,  preaches  Chrifi  to  the  Jews  with  fcriptural  evi¬ 
dence,  24, — 28. 


T  C  I T 1 

A  Fi*J5R  theft 
**  th Ug*  IJ4iil 
departed  from 
Athcn*,and  ewe 
to  Corinth; 


%  And  found  a 

ceruin  jew  mim- 

ed  AqttiLi,  bf^rn 
jp  Puiitui*  kidy 
come  from  Italy  > 
uith  I)i5  wile 

PrifrilU  (htcmjfc 
|hjf  CLudhiihod 
Commanded  alt 
Jcvs  to  <L:pirt 

fium  R^met) 
and  eifne  uuio 
them. 


1  A  in)  .  h*  - 
■  ^ 

CjeIc  l.e  wat  <*lf 

the 


Paraphrase* 

A  FTER  the  things  before  mentioned,  rhe  apoftte 
Pauly  took  his  leave  of  Atbcm*  as  finding  that 
little  fuccefe  was  to  be  expend  there ;  and  went  to  the 
renowned  city  of  Achaia^  which  was  called  Corinth  t 
from  one  Gcrinthuiy  who  rebuilt  it,  a  city  famous  for 
trade  and  learning,  riches  and  luxury*  (See  the  note  on 
1  Car .  iv.  3,  ic>) 

2  And  there  he  met  with  a  certain  converted 
{vtr*  26.)  a  native  of  PcniuSy  in  the  province  of  Ajia 
the  lefsy  whofe  name  was,  Aquila ,  and  who,  together 
with  Prifrillay  his  wife  and  fellow-Chriftian,  had  re¬ 
moved  their  habitation  thither  from  Italy  ;  being  obli¬ 
ged  to  See  that  country,  where  they  had  lately  dwelr, 
by  a  fevere  edift  of  the  emperor  Claudius  Cafhry  who 
was  a  timorous  and  jealous  prince,  and  had  by  his  own 
authority  bani filed  all  the  Jexjs  from  Ramey  the  capital 
ctry  of  Italjy  and  of  the  whole  empire,  under  pretence 
that  they  were  a  fed i tious  fort  of  people*  The  apoiiie 
being  acquainted  with  the  religious  character  of  this 
excellent  pair,  w^nc  and  applied  htmfclf  to  them. 

3  And  as  he  had  bur  a  few  friends  in  rim  It  range 
place,  and  was  unwilling  to  be  burden fome  to  them,  or 
to  give  his  captious  enemies  an  opportunity  of  reproach* 
log  him,  as  though  he  preached  the  ^ofpcl  fur  fectilar 
advantage  ;  and  us,  according  to  the  Jr^ijh  cuflom^of 

blinking 
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the  fimccraf;,  be 

abode  with  them* 
a  ad  wrought,  for 
by  thtir  occupa¬ 
tion  (hey  jfTft 
i  ent-njaketf  0  ' 


'  4  And  W  rca- 
lotted  in  the  fy* 
tuj;og«c  every 
fahliiih,  and  jtcr* 
fi^ded  the  Jew* 
jud  the' Greeks 


S  A:vd  tvheo 
<*:Us  Time' 
theiis  wem  crm>« 

from  iMaced^rm, 

■  Paui 


The  Act  %  of  the  Apost&es  parap&rafiti  Ch*  iviii, 

bringing  up  their  youth  of  all  ranks  to  feme  manual  cm* 
ploy  men t,  he,  though  bred  a  fcholar,  bad  learnt  Ajui* 
ias  and  PrifeiBa* s  trade,  which  was  to  nuke  tents  of 
doth,  prof  {kins,  for  (oldie rs,  ihepherds,  and  others, 
who  in  hot  feafons  lived  much  abroad  ;  fo  he  fpok  up 
-his  lodging  at  their  houfe,  and  laboured  with  his  own 
hands  in  that  bufmefs  to  earn  his  livelihood,  though  he 
had  a  juft  claim  to  a  comfortable  maintenance  from 
thofe  to  whom  he  mini  fired  in  (acred  things,  (i  Con 
ix*  4,Ai8.) 

4  But,  (J«)  on  every  returning  labbath,  when  the 
Jew  *  and  profilytes  of  the.  gate  ufed  to  meet  in  the 
fynagogue,  the  apoftle,  according  to  his  cuftom  of  be¬ 
ginning  fixfi  with  them,  went  to  their  religious  aflem- 
blicSj  and  publicly  preached  the  gofpel  to  them,  con* 
firming  what  he  laid  with  proper  arguments,  and  an- 
fweriag  objections  ag*i  oft  it;  and  theo,  having  inform¬ 
ed  their  judgment,  he  addrdfcd  hicnfdf  to  their  con¬ 
fidences  and  affeftionSj  in  treating  both  Jew  and 
profalyts^  in  the  mod  pathetic,  tender,  and  mov¬ 
ing  manner,  not  to  negle£t  fe  great  fid  ration,  as  ever 
they  would  anfwer  it  to  God,  and  efcape  his  dreadful 
wrath  another  day:  And  by  thefe  means,  as  God’s 
ordinance,  which  he  owned  and  made  effectual,  feme 
of  them  were  prevailed  upon  to  believe  in  the  Lori 
Jefus  Chfilt. 

5  And  when  both  Silas  and  Timothy  were  come  to 
the  apoftle  from  Bert* %  in  Macedonia^  where  be  had  left 
themf,  with  orders  to  follow  him  as  foon  as  poflible  \ 
{chap*xv  ii.  13,  14,  15-)  and  when,  upon  their  arrival, 
he  had  not  only  the  comfort  of  their  joint  company  and 
affiitance,  but  likewjfe  received  joyful  tidings  of  the 
continuance  and  progress  of  the  good  work  that  had 
been  begun  in  churches  planted  by  him ;  he,  .through 
a  warm  im predion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  (flvrrujctiV**  mv* 

^lTl)  was  more  than  ever  grieved  at  heart  for  the  obftioa- 

cy 

NOTES. 


*  Though  chafe  Grteh  not  eatfed  de * 

vo or  ’ii^rjlippirg  u  In  chjp,  uvit 

4*  'jit  il  h  pLm  that  they  were  frtfeljfa  if 
the  j fdVf,  btciuft  they  joined  with  tnc  JtwS 
i;i  their  fyn^^Q^nr-rfforfhip  every  fibbath-dayj 
nod  y#;7w,  who  d^ubrlcis  \taj  one  or  them, 
U  mfnttcnrd  voder  that  character,  vtr.  7. 
^ here  tie  is  fpeyken  of  4  wer flipper.  *f 

0F4t)  which  15  the  ufitflricfcnp- 
tion  of  a  pi-Qplytc  if  tbe^it .  See  the  norc  on 
chap,  xiii,  43. 

f  Stht  if  cm*  to  have  ftaJd  a  confidcmlile 
liftie  at  Berta  after  theft  orders,  the  nenr/Tiry 
iri  tbcfC  requiring  it :  ify:  Itmrtbj  had 


to  (he  anolUe  while  he  vu  at  jtthf*s9 
and  been  ftiu  ty  him  from  thence  to  Tijjtt- 
to  eftablifb  and  comfort  the  Ch  rift  1*0* 
under  their  difficulties.  and  danger*  there,  u 
we  find  1  Theft  m  1^$/ which  epUllc  ms 
wrote  during  the  apciftlc’f  abode  at  Ctriaib* 
Bat  now,  it  length,  both  Si  hr  and  Thaerby 
came  to  the  apoftle  at  Orlittv,  when  TitmtSy 
gave  him  fuch  an  account  of  the  Ufch  and  love 
of  the  rh^r^diiNi,  as  wtf  to  bi»  abundant 
joy,  1  Tbeffi  tiL  J  and,  probably,  A- 

las  hraujjht  Um  com  torn  hie  tidings  of  the 
good  ft  alt  of  rhioj£fi  at  Btr^a,  finer  the  apoAta 
kU  that  city. 
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ai7 


Fanil  wai'prj^lcd 
m  Jpirit»anJicT- 

tititd  to  the  Jew* 

Jdbi  was 
Chriit 


A  And  when 
they  oppofed 
thtmfeivcj,  And 
blafpbcrncd,  he 
ibook  his  rai* 
ment  T  and  &i<l 
unto  ibcm,  Your 
blood  be  a  poo 
your  own  head*  \ 
1  am  clean;  from 
henceforth  J  will 
£0  unco  the  Gen* 
pics. 


7  And  li£  de¬ 
poned  thence,  and 
entered  into  a  cer¬ 
tain  mao'shoute, 
turned  Juiiusionc 

that 


■ 

xyadd  unbelief  of  the  generality  of  the  Jews  at  Corinth^ 
and  was  more  than  ever  folieitoys  in.  his  own  mind  t- 

bovtj  ?nd  dcfironsdtill  further  to  attempt  their  ionver- 
fion*  the  lore  of  Chrilt,  and  companion  to  their  fouls, 
con  ft  raining  him  t  And  as  now,  by  the  concurrence  of 
hi*  companions  and  alliftants,  what  he  fhould  fay  would 
beeftablifhedtn  the  mouth  of  two  or,,three  wi  entiles, 
he,  with  the  -greater  freedom  and  encouragement,  af. 
ferted  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  and  plainly  proved  to  the 
Jews,  from  their  own  feriptures,  that  the.  Lord  Jcfiis, 
whom  their  countrymen  had  fliantcfully  crucified,  but 
God  the  Father  bad  honourably  owned  in  railing  him 
from  the  dead,  is  that  very  promifed  Meffiah  whom 
they  had  been  exp  tiling  to  come. 

6  Bnt  (**)  when,  upon  finding  themfelves  unable  to 
anfwer  his  arguments,  and  the  fpirit  by  which  he  fpake, 
they  had  recourfe  to  rage  and  revilings,  and 

«»*)  fetting  themfelves,  as  it  were,  in  battle-array  againft 
him,  malicioully  contradicted,  and  fpoke  reproachfully 

of  him  and  of  his  doflrine,  even,  to  the  blafpheming 
of  the  name  of  Chrift,  whom  he.  preached  to  them ; 
he  thereupon  (hook  the  dufl  off  from  his  garment,  in 
token  of  his  own  holy  grief  and  indignation,  and  of 
God’s  abhorring  and  calling  them  off,  for  their  perverfe 
infidelity  ;  and  faid  unto  them,  The  guilt  of  your  (ins, 
and  the  ruin  of  yonr  fouls  reft  entirely  upon  your  own 
heads,  *  as  ye'  have  wilfully  brought  them  upon  your- 
felves,  while  I  have  given  you  fair  warning,  and  done 
all  that  duty  and  charity  required  to  reclaim  you,  and 
fo  Hand  clear  of  your  blood,  ( Ezek .  xxxiiu  4,  9-)  From 
this  time  forward  1  will  take  no  more  pains  with  you  in  this 
fynagogue;  but  turning  to  the  idolatrous.,  as  well  as  de¬ 
vout  Gentiles,  will  preach  the  glad  tidings  of  fal ration 
to  them,  {fee  the  note  on  chap .  xiii.  46,}  in  hopes  that 
they  may  give  it  better  entertainment  \  and  if  any  of 
you  be  offended  at  this,  while  ye  perifii  in,  and  for 
your  own  defperate  unbelief,,  ye  may  thank  yourfdves. 

7  Then,  to  exafperate  them  as  little  as  poflible,  and 
to  ingratiate  himfelf  with  the  G entiles,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  give  the  Jews  further  opportunities  to  come 
and  bear  him  ftjll,  if  they  be  pleafed,  he  went  from 
rheir  aflembly  to,  and  preached  in,  the  houfe  of  one 
Juflus  by  name  {j,  who,  being  a  profelyte  of  the  gate, 

worlhip- 

N  O  T  E  5. 


*  Their  iiW  Jrinj  ufw  their  am  AmJi,  in-* 
that  their  fttoilr  fhould  be  chared 
o^ori  them ;  -ini  Sxms  to  jilude  to  the  rite 

f*f  living  hands  on  ihc  heads  of  fa  iri  fi  CCS,  in 


ing  i*ld  upon  them,  EW.  xxlic.  and  4* 

f  it  is  uiiOTtflin  whether  the  apoftic  r c- 
svfti  his  Ittdgicg  hoiTi  sfyziitf*  huufr  tt* 


mov 


that  of"  7w';iirs  ;  ^>r  I:c  only  rktl  thiA 

h iv life  f&i  preaching  to  the  peo^. 


ns  n 

thrt  woribippiiJ 
God,  whole  fkoiifr 
jural  hard  to  the 
fynigogoe. 

p  ■"  . 

8  And  Crifjwt* 
tibc  clpcf  nikr  «f, 
ihc  fyu^giK, 
bdierrd  on  the 
Lord  with  at)  Iris 
Louie:  aod  ouo£ 
of  the  Cnrip  - 
ibbii*,  fit«ring, 
bdicnod,uil 
baptized. 


parafhrafiit 


Ch.  xmi. 


9  Then  fp»ke 
the  Lurd  to  fm] 
In  the  nijght  by  i 
t  ilHKiT  Be  not  a- 
frdiil,  btf(  fpflk, 
uid  hold  not  thy 


jo  For  I  am 
*-h]i  iline,  and  iio 
pi.m  lii.jll  Jet  on 
ihtv  rohurt  thee : 
tnr  I  have  njurh 
F'^te  Iq.  ihij  ci* 


wnrfhipped '  the  only  true  God  of  JJrdelf  and  whofe 
houfe  flood  verynearthe  fymgogue;  £b  that  thofe,  who 
wtTc  fo  difpofed,  might  eafily  ftep  into  if,  a«  they  went 
to  or  from  their  own  place  of  wbrfliip. 

8  And  though  the  apofile  bad  but  link  fuccefs  among 
the  generality  of  the  Jsv>sf  and  many  ef  them  treated 
him  in  a  molt  unworthy  and  opprobrious  manner  ;  yet 
be  labour  was  far  from  being  irtvain^  For  even  the 
chief  man  of  the  Jews  there,  Crtfpus  by  name*  the 
president  of  the  fynagogue,  (fee  the  note  on  Matth*  ix. 
18.)  believed  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  as  the  only  Sa¬ 
viour;  and  bis  whole  family  were  brought  over  to  the 
faith,  and  into  God’s  gracious  covenant,  and  were  bap¬ 
tized,  together  withj  himfelf,  (i  Cor .  u  14.);  and  a 
good  number  of  the  Corinthian  people,  idolatrous  Gen¬ 
tiles*  as  well  as  others,  in  like  manner,  upon  hearing 
the  eofpcl  preached  to  them,  believed,  and  were  bap¬ 
tized,  and  fo  came  under  alt  tbe  privileges  and  obliga¬ 
tions  of  the  houfhold  of  faith* 

9  The  unbelieving  Jews  being  (lilt  more  and  more 
enraged  at  tbefe  things,  inlb  much  that  Paul  began  to 
think  that  God  had  no  more  work  to  do  by  him,  at 
prefent,  in  this  city,  and  that  it  was  high  time  for  him 
to  flee  for  his  own  fafery,  and  carry;tbe  gofpel  to  fome 
other  parts  :  Then,  to  dire £t  and  encourage  him,  the 
Lord  Jefus  appeared  to  him  one  night  in  a  divine  vifton, 
and  fpoke  to  him,  to  prevent  his  leaving  the  work  be¬ 
gun,  and  his  fainting  under  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
he  met  with  there,  faying,  with  all  the  grace  and  ma- 
jefty  of  a  God,  See  that  you  be  nor  difeouraged  at  the 
terror  of  your  enemies,  nor  afraid  of  their  faces  ;  but 
go  on  to  preach  the  word  with  ail  platnnefs  and  bold- 
urfs;  be  inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafbn  ;  and  let 
none  of  their  menaces  or  malicious  treatment  dilbeaiten 
you,  or  put  you  to  filence* 

10  For  as  none  can  go  one  ftep  further  in  their  imf- 
chievous  deigns  than  they  are  permitted  from  above  ; 
fo  I  am,  and  will  be  with  you,  by  my  fupporting,  and 
protecting,  conducing,  comforting,  and  efficacious 
prefrnce,  to  prefer ve,  own,  and  abundantly  fucceed 
you  in  your  work;  and  if  1  am  for  you,  who  can  be 
again  ft  you  ?  Not  one  of  your  adverfaries,  be  they  ever 
fo  inveterate  or  powerful,  fliall  be  futFered  to  lay  violent 
hands  upon  you,  to  beat  or  imprifon  you,  as  they  have 
in  other  places  :  No,  nor  to  do  any  injury  to  your  per- 
ion,  or  flop  your  mouth;  For,  befides  thofe  that  are 

already 


Cb»  xviii,  Tb*  Acts  ofib*  Apostle?  parapkrafed. 


2*9 


1 1  Aodhtton- 
ringed /frre  a  year 
and  fiv  niMthf, 
teaching  tbe  word 

Df  Uu«J  4lbUlig 

then* 


11  And  when 
G  .l^o  Viis  the 

tUpwynf  AcKatij 
ttu*  jciv*  nude 
a  11  Jut  reft  ion  with 
toe  accord  again  ft 
l*;i  j],4nd  brought 
him  to  the  judg¬ 
ment-feat, 

j  j  Sapnr,  This 

fellow  perfuadeth 
n  en  to  wurlhip 
God  contrary  to 
the  law* 


14  And,  when 
Paul  was  no*y  1* 
[wut  to  open  lti> 
month  ,  Gallb 

fridpplothcJrAS 

If 


■ 

plreqdy called  *Y  I  baVe  fltlU  -many  moro.chofcn  people, 
who  se  ‘given  to  me  ofthe  Father,  aa  my  Tpedal  pro¬ 
perty,  care,  and  ■  charge,-  wbpfe  name*  are  written  in' 
my  nook  of -life  from  The  fodudation  of  the  world,  whom 
1  have  redeemed  hy  my  blood,  and  muft  bring  home  to 
ntyfclf,  by-means  of  your  miniftry,  even  in  this  vicious 
and  profafie  (??wf  tV/ctty.  (1  Cor.  yi.  1.) 

1 1  The  apoftie  hatthg  received  this  encouraging  and 
divine  admonition  from-Chrifthimfeif,  (***$»  >0  fat  down 
with  a  ebear-ful  refutation  'to Hand,  the  brunt,  how  hot 

m  ^ 

Ibever  ic  might  be,  Ad  u>  pcrGft  in  his  Lord's  work : 
Accordingly  he  ftaid  1  year  and  z  hslf  in  that  city*  dif- 
penfing  the  word  of  God'e  grace  among  them*  with 
great  zeal  and  labour,  for  the  convection  of  finneis,  and 
edification  of  faints,  and  with  eminent  fuccelsj  till  a 
large  church  was  gathered  and  fettled  there  \  for  2  great 
door  and  effectual  was  opened  to  himy  though  there  were 
many  adverfaritS}  as  he  afterwards  fa  id  of  another  place. 
(1  G?r*  svi,  9.) 

12,  13  During  this  time,  while  Gallia,  elder  brother 
to  SentCi z,  the. famous  heathen  m oral i ft,  was  proconfol 
of  the  province  of  Atbaia,  (fee  the  note  on  chap,  xiiL 
7.)  a  great  multitude  oft  hernia  rofe  tutmiltuoufly  upon 
Pauly  as  with  one  confem,  and  hurried  him  away  to 
that  magiftrate’s  tribunal,  crying  out  againft  him,  as 
though  he  had  been  a  moll  dangerous  incendiary,  fay* 
mg,  .  This  pernicious  deteftable  wretch,  though  a  Jrw, 
makes  it  his  bufineft  to  preach  up  the  religion  of  jefus, 
and  preach  down  the  religion  of  our  anceftors;  and  to 
to  .etcite  and  encourage  the  people  to  worship  God  in  a 
manner  dire£Uy  contrary  to  our  divine  law,  which  was 
amiemly  fettled  by  Mofest  and  which  wc  arc  allowed  to 
obferve  by  the  edi£ts  of  the  Reman  emperor  himfelf. 

1 4  And  when  the  apoftie  Paul  was  going  to  plead 
his  own  caufe,  and  fliew  the  injuftice  and  malice  of  their 
accufatjon.  Cnee  in  reality  he  only  preached  Chrift,  and 
falvarion  to  peribns  of  ail  nations  through  him,  accor¬ 
ding  to  what  bad  been  foretold  in  the  law  and  the  pro* 
phets  $  Gallic,  underftanding  that  this  was  merely  a  re* 
jtgious  affair,  ftopt  him  fhort  f  j  and  turning  to  the 

JciffSj 

r  e. 

and  for  his  freer,  generous  and  fedaie  tern* 
per ;  and  he  indeed  appear*  to  have  he.^i  a 
very  joft  and  prudent  maglllnie,  wim  jud^d 
wdl  of  the  rights  of  civil  govcrnn<nt,  and 
of  the  power  of  his  office,  and  difcrtinte- 
nintod  civil  puniJh  ittcnts  on  itlipuu;  ar. 
counts  (See  Laidwer'j  credibility  of  its 
jrsfps/ Kjitrrji  rul.  L  p,  47,  34Vi  254*  4^  *  J 
Bui  lie  llicucd  ivo  much  lmceuccracdiirts 


N  O 

*  There  vert  as  yet  but  few  converts  tc 
C*ivt\  eo  hi  pared  udrh  what  were  afterwards 
made  in  liic  following  ym  and  half  of  the 
apoftte’s  minittry there;  ami  therefore  f  take 
the  5» tt£  pwofJc  r«U»  rather  to  them  that 
fbirtld  be  eCMnallp  called  after  wards,  than 
[<i  thufe  that  al.cady  were  fo. 

|  Seneca  javi:  a  great  tharafter  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  Gxitle  for  LU  ingenuity  and  liuceriiy. 
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The  Acts  the  Apostles  paraphrased* 


Ch*  XfiiU 


Ibotild  bear  wiih 

you; 


IS  But  if  it  be 

a  ijncttioa  of 
words  and  name*, 
anti  of  your  lsw, 
look  ye  ft  f/;  for 
I  nil]  be  iu>  judge 
tri  inch  jnaoei  a. 


if  it  «w  Jews  fa  id,  If  the  muter,  for  which  ye  bare  to  a  riotous 
at. mann«r  accuferl  this  perfon,  were  really  ferae  unrighte- 
o  ye  j«m(  reafou^ous  thing  again  ft  the  taw  of  property  and  of  the  civil  go* 
tntuU  that  I  vemment ;  or  if  it  were  for  iniquitous  fa£b,  fuch  as  re¬ 
bellion!  robbery,  or  murder,  -or  any  other  crime  that 
lyes  under  my  cognizance,  as  a  civil  magiflrate,  there 
might  indeed  be  fome  reafon  for  me  to  overlook  your 
difordeily  and  clamorous  way  of  bringing  him  before 
me j  and  it  would,  by  all  means,  be  proper  for  me  pa¬ 
tiently  to  hear  whatever  ye  have  to  fay  again  ft  bitn,  itt 

order  to  my  judging  of  tne  true  merits  of  the  caufe. 

15  But  if,  as  I  perceive,  it  relates  only  to  poiots  in 
debate  between  yourfelves,  about  religious  opinions  and 
p radices,  and  what  names  fhall  be  given  to  the  perfon 
whom  Paul-  preaches,  whether  he  fhall  he  called  the 
Chrifi  or  the  Mejjuih,  or  not;  and  what  your  law  of  Mo- 
fa  fays,  about  the  privileges  of  the  Gerttiles,  and  their 
obligation  to  worftitp  the  God  of  Ifrael  in  your  way  \ 
even  adjuft  thefe  things  among  yourfelves,  and  do  not 
trouble  me  with  them  :  For  1  am  refolved  not  to  inter- 

J 

meddle  with  fuch  affairs,  to  bear  and  try,  and  pals 
judgment  upon  them  ;  they  being  foreign  to  my  office* 
and  not  coming  under  my  jurifditiion,  as  a  Raman  go¬ 
vernor;  and,  as  far  as  I  fee*  one  fe£t  of  you  has  as 
much  right  as  another  to  progagate  its  own  notions, 
provided  it  be  without  difturbing  the  public  peace, 
which  is  moll  of  all  endangered  by  your  tumultuous 
proceedings  agalnft  this  man* 

16  And  with  a  good  deal  of  ftefnnefi  and  refen  tment 
in  his  words  and  countenance,  he  ordered  his  officers 
to  put  them  out  of  court ;  and  commanded  them  to  de* 
part,  and  behave  peaceably  for  time  to  come,  that  nei¬ 
ther  he,  nor  the  community,  might  have  any  further 
occaGon  to  complain  of  them ;  and  £6,  according  to 
Ch  rift’s  promife  to  Pauly  (tier-  io*)  no  man  was  fuffered 
to  hurt  him* 

17  But  (<*<)  the  multitude  of  thp  unbelieving  Greeks 
then  prefenr,  being  utter  enemies  to  Chriftiaimy,  were 
fo  provoked  at  Gallid s  favouring  Paul*  and  driving  the 
Jews  out  of  court  becaufe  of  their  oppqfitioo  to  him, 
that,  to  fhew  their  refentment,  they,  under  JevtiJb  in¬ 
fluence,  infolently  and  outrageoufly  feized  upon  Soft- 
bents  *,  the  prefident  of  the  fjoagogue,  and  a  friend 

of 

NOTES. 

about  hUo'vd  beinff  acquainted  wh  thofetm-  who,  by  Gn/fie1*  owti  principles,  wu  an  in* 
thingi,  uhick  he  lb  lighily  fpoke  t*fp  noerpt  man. 
though  vitfi  politic  vie**f  as  a  qtti'Jfig*  cf  *  Various  are  rtie  opinions  about  JfejMarrr. 
narfJj  jyirrf  nzmn,  auj  of  tit  Jcwilh  J&**t re r.  Some  fnppofe  him  to  ha vc  been  marie  (hr 
1 was  too  regent  of  retraining  the  chief  ruler  of  the  fyuaftogne,  in  the  room  of 
igynrics  that  werecftucdto  SdjihfRtSj  ver*  17.  when  he  tarred  Chriftarb  (vet.  B*) 


ttf  And  he 
drive  them  from 
the  judgment* 
fen- 


t?  Thrpitttbe 

Clerks 

huo,  the  thief 
ruler  of  the  hits- 

F 


* 
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ait 


EOgQCt  Ukd  bat 
him  Wttc  the 
judgment  -  feat  i 
and  GalEo  Qitd 
for  noieof  thofe 
chingL 


t9  And  Pud 

after  /iu  tarried 
Atrc  yet  a  good 
while,  and  then 
took  his  leave  of 
the  brethren*  and 
failed  dtenee  Into 
Syria,  add  with 
him  PrifcilU  and 
Aquiia  j  haying 
Aoro  £ii  bead  in 
Cenchrca ;  for  be 
liad  a  vow. 


of  PJatPst  and  beat  him  feverely,  even  before  the  face 
of  thf  governor,  while  be  was  fitting;  on.  the  bench  : 
And  Gallia^  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  confe- 
quente  were  he  to  i  ntetpofe,  took  no  notice  of  either 
this  affront  to  himfelf,  or  of  their  abuhng  an  innocent 
man,  ehoofing  rather  to  wink  at,  and  give  way  to  their 
prefent  fury,  than  to  attempt  to  fupprefs  it,  and  embroil 
bimfelf  in  their  religious  quarrels. 

id  Pa*t$  after  all  this  buttle,  continued  at  Corinth, 
under  the  proteOion  and  countenance  of  the  governor, 
for  a  conttderabie  time  longer  *,  God  having  ttill  more 
work  for  him  to  do  at  that  place}  and  then  he  took  a 
fotemn  farewell  of  tbe  difciples  that  had  been  convert* 
ed  there,  with  Chrtttian  falutations,  exhortations,  and 
prayers  ;  and  went  a  (hip-board  from  thence  to  rhe  pro¬ 
vince  of  Syria,  in  company  with  f  Prifcilta  and-  jfqvtta, 
he  having  (horn  his  head  %  at  Cmchrta,  a  fca-port  of 
the  Ifibmts  near  Corinth :  For  in  condefcenfion  to  the 
Jews,  that  he  might  gain  (one  of  them,  ( i  Cor .  ix.  jo.)  J| 
he  had  taken  a  voluntary  vow  of  Nazaritifm  upon  him, 
felf  for  a  time,  at  the  expiration  of  which  his  head  was 
to  be  fbared,  according  to  the  law.  {Numb.  vi.  j, — ir.) 

to  In 

NOTES. 


or  that  ho  had  been  fa  before  him,  and  ft  ill 
vu  known  by  ihit  chara&cr  ;  others,  that  be 
was  chief  ruler  of  another  fynagnguc  at  O- 
fiaih ;  tod  otberj,  that  he  wai  Oijp*ft  who, 
bearing  t  wt>  names,  is  here  called  S^hax u 
Acoosdingly  feme  uke  him  to  have  been  an 
unconverted  Jr***  end  a  ring  leader  to  this 
-flair;  and  others,  a  Chriftiin,  or  at 
ic4ll  a  friend  of  u  I  am  inclined 

to  think  he  was :  For  if,  a*  is  high¬ 
ly  probable,  this  was  the  fame 
whom  i he  apofUe  calls  bh  brother^  i  Car.  L  I* 
it  ii  certain  ihtt  he  was  either  now,  or  after- 
terwnrds  a  Ch  rift  tart;  and  It  Jiemt  to  me,  as 
if  the  Jens*  being  reftmined  from  meddling 
with  JWt  the  Greets  t  at  their  toftivarion, 
as  they  were  going  out  of  court,  fell  upon 
StjlhcKcs,  Pa^r $  friend,  to  intimidaTC  the 
governor,  and  provoke  him  to  do  jonaihlug 
agataft  the  Chrilluns,  arid  to  gratify  the 
Jewtt  in  like  toanoer  as  the  Jews  dealt  with 
P:laU w  to  bring  him  taco  their  meafures  ft- 
giinit  our  bleficd  Lord, 

*  His  tarijfng  tierc  yet  a  good  WnV,  feetns 
to  relate  to  the  time  he  ft  aid  at  CYritf/A,  ijlif 
the  expiration  of  the  jwr  and  fix  i ninths 
mentioned  vet*  1 i,  and  {omc  ibppofe  i[  was 
about  half  a  yvar  more, 
f  Aqu'U  is  mentioned  ver*  a,  and  id.  be¬ 
fore  PrifdHa;  but  here,  and  in  itom.  avi.  j, 
and  i  That  W,  jp.  the  is  put  firft,  to  /hew 
thir  in  Ckrifi  Jtf*u  is  nrither  m$U  nor 
/eJtj/f  ;  and,  perhaps,  becuft  the  was  firft 

t-ja  verted,  ox  ;ru  ;hc  moft  teatau*  Chi  id  U  a 


«f  the  two.  However,  this  jbews  how  little 
dependence  cm  be  had  on  the  Popifb  argu¬ 
ment  for  Peter'*  fopietnicy,  hectu/c  his  name 
'  w  ordinarily  mentioned  before  the  other  a~ 
potties,  though  Andrew  Oands  before  him  in 
Jfbn  1-  44. 

t  Thoiethat  lived  at  fach  a  difhnce  from 
the  temple,  that  they  could  not  reach  kbj 
the  time  their  vow  was  expired,  might  /have 
their  heads  it  whit  place  jbenr  they  found 
themfelves  \  at  which  rime  they  fct  afidc  the 
price  of  their  iacrificc,  in  order  to  bring  or 
lend  it  to  the  temple  by  the  next  opportunity, 
V tdvrr fill  btffary l.  p.  6  j*.  and  vid.  Grot, 
in  he.  fiot  fomr  think  that  Paul  did  nor  ac¬ 
tually  perform  this  fervict  in  the  journey  he 
.was  now  taking  to  JtntfaUmt  where  his  Gay 
was  very  Jhort,  ver,  at,  11,  while  others  fup- 
pofc  that  this  was  one  motive  to  the  journey 
itfelf. 

J|  As  the  Naxaritfs  vow  included  a  moral 
jg*t;on  to  purity,  and  felf* dedication  to 
God,  it  was,  at  a»  bwful  for  the  ** 
poftk  to  u/e  the  cererminial  rices  that  attend¬ 
ed  h,  as  any  others  of  the  Mcfik  Uw,  when 
the  rircumftances  of  things  made  it  expedient* 

1  Gar*  Vi,  is-  (See  lh«  notes  on  cbip*  xvh,  j. 
and  xxi  14.)  But  Grtfhu,  Hmmondt  and 
ibme  ofh*r%  fuppotc7  that  it  was  A^rJa%  and 
nut  Pear/,  that  had  ft  eared  his  heid;  and  by 
the  con/Ludlion  it  may  be  applied  to  either 
vtchttn  hy  leaving  out  *  or  placing  the  point 
after 
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ip  And  be 
cunt  to  EphcCii, 
lod  left  them 
there  :  but  he 
hifftfcJf  cnttrci 
into*  tlie  fynn* 
gogne,  and  to  - 
Joned  with  the 
Jew*. 


10  When  they 
deTmd  him  to 
terry  beger  time 
with  them,  he 
contented  bo t: 

ir  Rut  bade 
them  fart  wd*  Gy* 
ing,  I  itmit  by  ill 
means  keep  this 
fcaft  that  Cometh 
in  Jeruftkm ;  X 
will  return  imn 
onto  yon,  if  God 
will.  And  be 
failed  from  Epbe- 
fu 


%\  An&,  vhea 
he  had  landed  at 
Cc&ita,  and  pone 
Up  and  ft  luted 

the  church,  he 

went 


19  In  this  voyage  he  came  to  Ephefus,  the  chief  city 
of  the  Proconftilar  Afia \  and  there  he  .left  Aouita  and 
PnJciUa ,  thole  experienced  arid- knowing  Chrillians,  to 
inflil  evangelical  principles  iii.privatc  cojiverfition,  {yer, 
26.)  as  they  might  have  opportunity:  But  being  ftill 
willing,  according  to  bis  cuftom,  to  preach  Chrill firjl 
to  the  Jews i  wherever  he  found  them,  he  himfdf  went 
into  their  fynagogue  at  Ephefus  before  . he  departed,  and 
gave  them  a  fermon  publicly  upon  the  important  doc* 
vines  of  the  gofpel. 

20  Aquila  and  Prifcilla,  being  deGrous  of  Hill  more 
of  his  company  and  fcnrices,  intreated  him  to  continue 
with  them  a  little  longer}  however,  for  fpccial  impor¬ 
tant  reafons,  which  he  acquainted  them  with,  (per.  21.} 
he  could  not  tell  how  to  comply  with  their  requeft. 

at  But  he  took  his  leave  of  them  in  an-  engaging 
Cbriftian  manner ;  and  to  excufe  his  not  flaying  any 
longer  with  them,  at  prcfcnt,  he  faid,  I  mull  needs  at¬ 
tend  the  approaching  pa  Hover,  which  is  by  way  of  e* 
minence called  the feaft,  at  Jtnsfaltm\  not  that  1  think 
myfelf  obliged  in  conference  to  obferve  it,  but  that  I  may 
at  once  confult  my  brethren  and  falute  the  church  there, 
(v/r.  22.)  and  may  take  that  opportunity  of  general  con- 
courfe  to  try  again  what  may  yet  be  done  by  the  bl ef¬ 
fing  of  God,  for  winning  over  Jews  arid  religions  pro- 
felytesto  C  brill,  and  taking  off  their  prejudices  again  ft 
me  and  the  gofpel:  But  as  my  heart  is  with  you,  and  is 
much  fet  upon  helping  forward  the  good  work,  of  which, 
through  grace,  there  feem  to  be  fome  hopeful  beginnings 
here,  I  faithfully  promifg,  God  filling,  to  take  the  very 
firft  opportunity  of  returning  to  you,  that  I  may  more 
fully  communicate  the  gofpel  of  Chrilt,  in  humble  de¬ 
pendence  that  he  will  .make  it  his  power  to  tbc  falvation 
of  many  fouls  :  And  having  given  them  this  aftiirance 
to  quiet  and  encourage  them,  he  went  aboard  again,  and 
failed  away  from  Epae/us. 

22  And  arriving  -by  a  direct  courfe  iXCe/area  in  Pa - 
leftist*)  which  was  the  moll  common  and  commodious 
port  to  land  at  in  his  way  to  JentJalentf  he  went  afhore  } 
and,  going  np  from  thence  to  Jerufalemt  he  fatuted  the 
church  there  *,  in  the  mo  ft  affectionate  eiprefSons  of 
bis  brotherly  regard  to  them,  afking  how  toe  work  of 


VOTE. 

That  the  thorch  here  met  fit  was  that  at  tiDie  we  have  other  wile  no  account  of  the  t* 
JcrnfaUm*  whkh  might  be  cJtcd  by  way  of  po file's  Journey  thith^  where  he  bid  laid, 
raintnee  thf  church  t  on  account  of  its  befog  he  m oft  needs  be  it  the  next'  feaft,  (vCr*  ax.) ; 
the  mother  church  of  believers  under  the  got  and  Dot  bog  tder  he  had  fihiflied  th  14s  jocr- 
pel  fbu,  is  fafikkntlf  evidenr,  becamfej&wy  ncyt  he,  ararding  to  his  pronrift,  ver*  is, 
v*d  gaitfg  iswx,  is  the  nfnal  Rile  for  per-  went  agaita  to  Effrcfui,  as  appears  from  chap, 
font  going  to  and  from  Jtrufakm;  wd  be-  xu,  u  SfcDr  fFhiitys  note* 
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he  departed,  and 
went  qNr  aH  the 
country  of  Gill- 
tta  asd  Phrycta 
in  onto  Jlrottgut* 
ening  all  the  dif- 
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the  Lord  prospered  among  them,  and  tdting  them  what 
great  tbiogs  God  had  dond  by  his  miniflry  among  the 
GeatiUt,  u  well  as  Jmj  And  then,  baviog  anfwered 
the  .end  of  his  journey,  thither,  and  found  that  no  re¬ 
markable  door  waft  opened  for  any  farther  fervicc  there, 

be  foon  left  that  citr.  and  went  down  from  thence  to 

#  ^ 

Antioch  in  Syria,  to  vilit  the  famous  cboicb  there,  by 
which  be  was  fent  forth, -in  a-folemn  and  public  manner, 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  Gent  He:,  {chap,  xiii.  i  >  6r-)  and 
from  which  he  badfetout  on  this  I  aft  expedition,  (chap. 
xt.  40,  4}.)  and  fo  he  finUhed  -hie  fccond  apoftolick 
journey. 

23  And  when  he  had  fpent  fame  time  with  thefe  his 

old  Chriftian  friends  and  brethren,  in  rebearfing  the 
praifes  of  the  Lord,  and  inquiring  into  the  ftate  of  their 
affairs,  and  in  conferring  with  them,  to  their  mutual 
comfort  and  edification  in  fare,  he,  taking  his  leave  of 
them,  fee  out  a  third  time  for  another  prog  re  Is,  and  tra* 
veiled  through  the  provinces  of  Galatia  and  Phrygia ; 
and  taking  every  place  in:its  courfe,  as  it  lay  in 

bis  way,  he  gave  fuch  inftrufiions  and  exhortations,  as 
were  Tinted  and  bluffed  of  God,  to  encourage  and  ftrengrh- 
en  the  hearts  of  all  the  converts,  that  had  been  made 
in  his  laft  journey,  {chap.  xvi.  5,  6.)  and  to  promote 
their  faith,  hope,  and  patience  in  the  profeQlon  of  the 
gofpel.  !- 

24  Now  (J*)  after  theapoftlc  was  gone  from  Ephe/us, 
(wr.  19.)  there  came  thither  a  certain  Jew,  ApoUos  by 
name,  who  was  a  native  of  Alexandria,  in  Egypt,  which 
abounded  with  Jews ;  and  he  was  (wywv)  an  ingenious 
learned  young  man,  exceeding  fluent  in  fpeecb,  and 
expert  in  the  knowledge  and  ufe  of  the  Old  Tt  flame  ot- 
feriptores,  not  only  by  means  ofhis  education  and  fludy, 
but  alfo  by  a  fuperior  influence  of  the  Spirit,  which 
difeovered  itfclf  with  great  power  in  his  difcourl'es. 

25  This  admirably  accompliihed  youth  had  been  ini¬ 
tiated,  like  a  catechumen,  in  fame*  princi¬ 

ples  of  the  doftrine  of  Cbrift,  and  of  falvation  by  him  ; 
and  his  heart  being  warmly  imprellcd  with  thefe  things, 
and  filled  with  a  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  fouls,  he,  (■■r^v)  with  a  great  deal  of  accu¬ 
racy,  ftudy,  and  pains,  difeourfed  and  preached  concern¬ 
ing  Chrift  and  his  kingdom,  according  to  the  belt  of 
his  light,  which  indeed  was  but  fmall  and  obfeure,  com¬ 
paratively  fpeaking  *  ;  he  being  acquainted  with  only 

*  fo 

MOTE. 

*  It  if  my  probable  that  Aftitks  murnetl  ba^riled  with  baptffm  j  acd  Co  had  no 

£>oa  after  he  had  beta  opportitaity  ot  being  cxplkUly  acquainted 


14  Aiu]^  cer¬ 
tain  Jew  Mmed 

Apoliofj  bom  at 
Alexandria  t  an 
eloquent 

mighty  in  tlw 

ffripiuus,  came 

to  Hpheftu. 


is  This  cnin 
was  inChuCkd  in 
the  way  of  the 
i.'iuL;  and*  be-* 
fervent  in  the 
fpirit  t  he  Ipakc 
and  caught  dili¬ 
gently  the  things 
of  the  X-anT, 

knowing  only 
the  tapxjfni  of 

John* 


to  live  at 


wilh 
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fo  much  of  thefc  doclrines,  as  John  the  Eaptifi  Sad 
taught,  and  fignificd  by  his  baptifm,  relating  to  repent¬ 
ance,  and  faith  in  the  then  approaching  Mcfliah  for  the 
Tcmiflion  of  fins,  who  would  baptize  the  believers  in  him 
with  the  Holy  Choft. 

^  26  And  upon  his  arrival  at  Ephefus,  be  began  to 


»«  And  be  26  And  upon  his  arrival  at  Ephefus,  he  began  to 

SVi"  »£*•  Prcacb  tfl,S  d°a,ine  PubiicJy»  *nd  w*  8ieat  freectom 

ugsgub  Wham  and  courage  to  the  Je-ws  in  their  fynagogut: 

p**iS ru^a***  w  ®a*  (•«■*«  uric/i)  when  Aouita  and  -  Prifcilla,  who  were 
bc»d,  they  took  more  enlightened,  experienced,  and  grown  Chrifiians, 
him  onto  them,  heard  him,  and  perceived  that,  though  he  aimed  welt, 
•*d  expanded  an£j  wa#  an  exceedingly  promifing  youth,  yet  wanted 

of  Godmou  ftiil  further  in  fight  into  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  they  tor-lc 
UG&j.  him  to  their  own  lodging;  where  they  treated  him  with 

great  tendernefs  and  aflMiion,  and,' according  to  their 
ability,  talked  very  ferioufly  and  elofely  with  him  in  pri¬ 
vate  convcrfation ,  and  led  him  into  a  (till  more  accurate, 
(axi><jSrrfp»  j  clear,  and  extenfive  view  of  God's  way  of  W- 
vation,  through  faith  in  a  crucified,  rifen,  and  exalted 
Redeemer,  as  it  was  now  further  revealed  to,  and  by  his 
holy  apoftlcs :  And  A  polios,  though  a  good  fcholar,  and 
popular  preacher,  was  fo  far  from  difdaining  thefc  in- 
ftra&ions  of  poor  mechanics,'  that  he  with  all  bumble- 
nefsofmind  readily  hearkened  to  their  difeourfe,  and 
cheerfully  receive  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it,  as  a  rich 
improvement  of  the  flight  and  confuted  knowledge  he 
bad  before  of  tbefe  important  points.  •* 

it  And  vhm  77  And  nhea,fbr  his  own  and  others  further  edifi- 

tapxfitntfi rtrht  cation,  he  was  inclined  to  travel  into  the  province  of 

»,  ifa*  brohicn  Achaia,  that  be  might  converfe  with  other  Ch riftians 

wrw«,  nhwtkg  miniftrrs,  and  preach  the  gofpel  there,  and  psrticu- 
the  duaiilci  to,,  .  .  ,  ,  f  ,  ,r  .  .  ,  .  t  .  . 

metivhimjvbo,  at  Cmntb,  {chap.  xix.  i.)  one  of  ns  chief  cities, 

when  fee  vu  then  Ayuila  and  the  reft  of  the  believers,  the  brethren 
o*mo  ,  in  Chrtft  at  Ephefus  y  wrote  letters  of  recommendation 

hadfedfctsartbro*  to  the  difciples  in  thofc  parte,  earneftly  tntreaiing  them 
yictt  to  receive  and  encourage  him,  a s  a  found  and  able,  faith* 

fui  and  zealous  fervant  of  the  Lord  Jefus  ;  trho,  when 
he  came  among  them,  was,  by  the  hlefling  of  God,  emi¬ 
nently  ufrfttl  co  thofe  that  bad  before  received  Chrift 
by  faith,  through  the  free  and  effectual  operations  of 
divine  grace  upon  their  hearts,  in  lurcher  enlightening, 
comforting,  and  eftabUfhing  them,  and  in  nobly  jlefend- 
ing  the  main  articles  of  Chriftiamty  againft  the  attacks 
of  their  adverfarics  ;  and  fb  watered  what  the  apoftle 

Paul 


receive  him;  who, 
when  fee  vu 
como  p  helped 
then  modi  vhtcb 
had  bdfcftjftbro* 

grxx* 


NOTE* 

doAHncr  of  the  gofpd*  a,  deliver*  PrjfciUk 


hy  Chrift  acd  hie  tpoftles,  till  be  ctme  to  in  their  own  iwift  that  they  migfet 

Eptefos*  and  wi  uugbt  them  by  tfede  hoi*  limiliuly  aod  fuUy  coaver it  *ra-l 
WUtk  and  emiocat  ChiiCtuas*  ud  tUca.,  ver*  iA% 


the  mote 
\w  a bo*l 


,^lr 
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Paul  had  planted  in  that  church,  {ver,  8*  compared 
with  t  Cor *  iii,  6  } 

28  For  Apollo*  3  with  great  judgment*  eameftnefs,  and 
power,  reafoned  with  the  Jews  in  their  public  afiem* 
blies  before  all  tbe  people,  confuting  their  obje£tiofi&, 
and  plainly  demoti  ft  rating  from  Old  Ttftament-prophe- 
cles,  which  he  was  familiarly  acquainted  with,  (1 wa  24.) 
that  jefus  was  indeed  the  promifed,  and  only  true  Mef- 
fiah,  whom  John  tbe  Baptift  told  them  of,  and  they  them* 
felved  hid  beta  expe&ing* 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

What  aii  excellent  fpirit  is  it  in  gofyel  minifters  not  to  feck  their  owh  things* 
but  even  to  give  up  their  juft  and  reafooable  claims  of  maintenance  from  the 
pfnpJe,  and  labour  with  tbeir  own  hands  for  a  livelihood,  when  the  neccflity  of 
affairs  requires  it !  What  need  have  they  of  wifdum  from  above,  to  know  when, 
and  how  far |  it  may  be  expedient  for  them  to  condefcend  to  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak  and  prejudiced,  for  their  good  in  things  that  are  not  In  themfelvcs  finfui  1 
And  what  pains  fhould  they  take  in  promoting  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  as  the 
only  Saviour ;  in  perfuading  all  forts  of  fiuners  to  accept  of  him ;  in  confirming 
the  churches,  and  fatUtiug  them  with  all  affeftfon  in  the  Ixird  ;  and  ill  defend¬ 
ing  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpel  againll  all  its  adverfartes,  till  they  fhew  them* 
felves  to  be  incorrigibly  wicked  and  obftiuatc  in  rejrftmg  it !  Such  bring  the 

luravie  ft  deft  fusion  upon  tbeir  own  heads,  white  fait  hful  minifters  Hand  dear  of 
their  blood.  But  how  much  foever  multitudes  may  ddpife  Hie  gofpel  to  their 
own  perdition,  God  will  make  k  effectual  to  others,  and  among  them  to  feme 
who,  tike  Corinthian  finnm,  and  chief  r ultra  of  fy  nagogucs,  were  moll  un¬ 
likely  to  receive  it :  He  orders  the  Rations  of  his  fervants,  and  fends  them  to 
one  place  and  another,  according  to  tbe  good  pleafure  of  his  will,  wherever  he 
has  a  defigrt  of  grace  upon  achofeo  peo|de  to  bring  them  in  to  Chrift;  and  if 
God  be  with  them,  who  can  be  again  ft  them  ?  Great  fuecefj  Audi  crown  thc:r 
labours ;  and  civil  magistrates,  though  tbey  have  no  Grnfe  of  religion  thcmfvlvcs, 
Hull  favour  their  righteous  caufe,  and  not  be  fufftred  to  go  beyond  the  proper 
fpherc  of  their  office,  in  taking  cognizance  of  religious  differences,  any  further 
than  the  way  of  managing  them  niay  difturb  the  public  peace,  and  may  call  for 
protection  to  the  innocent  and  injured,  which  ought  to  have  been  afforded  to 
S$jihcne$i  as  well  as  PavL  But  bow  infoirtit  and  outrageous  is  a  fpirit  of  bi¬ 
gotry,  which  not  only  fets  itielf  agaioft  the  preachers  and  profcflbrs  of  Cbrift,  but 
like  wife  againft  fuch  juft  and  prudent  rulers,  as  difeoiintenance  its  fehemes  of 
fuppreffing  them  !  How  opportunely  doth  the  Lord  biihfelf  often  appear  for  his 
caufc  and  irttereft  !  Aud  how  ready  fhould  enlightned  Chrittians  be  to  do  what 
in  them  lyes,  with  all  tend ernefs,  privacy,  and  love,  to  inftru£t  fuch  hopeful, 
ferious,  and  zealous  young  minifters,  as  have  good  talents  and  mean  well,  in  ft  cad 
cf  dcfpifing,  ridiculing*  ahd  expofing  them,  bccaufcthey  hive  not  to  clear  no¬ 
tions  of  the  gofpd  as  might  be  wilhed  for  !  And  how  kindly  fhould  fcch  young 
men  accept  of  their  friendly  admonitions,  though  they  may  be  in  Ration,  learn¬ 
ing,  and  natural  parts,  much  inferior  to  themfclves !  If  they  arc  mod  eft,  bum* 
bit,  and  teachable,  like  Apdlos*  they  may  at  length  be  exceeding  ufefot  to  the 
churches,  and  defer??  the  bigheft  recommendations  to  them ;  and,  being  mighty 
in  tbe  feripturts,  how  fignalty  ferviccablc  may  they  be  for  maintaining  the  truths 
of  the  gofpd,  confuting  errors,  and  helping  them  that  have  believed  through 
grace,  and  yet  ftill  oeed  the  mintft  rations  of  Chrift 'a  fervants,  as  means  of  bis 
appointment  and  blcffing,  for  their  furtherance  auJ  joy  of  faith  l 


in  f or  he  migb- 

tUyconitacidtht 

jftws,  aadtbti  p(tr 
MicUy ,  (hewing 

fcy  the  feriprurtt 
that  left  I  wu 
Chrift. 


Vql.hl 


+  p 
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CHAP.  XIX 


Paul  returns  to  Ephefus,  and  imparts  the  Holy  Ghcfi  to  feme  that  had 
known  only  John**  hapttjm,  i, — 7*  Preaches  the  go/pel  three  months 
in  the  fynagoguey  1 where  meeting  with  great  cppqfiticn}  be  removes  to 
the  fchool  a/’f  yraunus,  and  preaches  there  two  years y  confirming  bis 
dofirme  by  miracles  y  8, — 1 2*  Some  Jcwith  exorcifis  that  made  uft 
of  ChriJPs  name  are  confounded^'  and  others  of  them  converted ,  1 3, — 
20.  Paul  pvrpofes  to  go  through  Macedonia  and  Ach&ia  to  Jerufa- 
lem  and  Rome,  but  defers  it  for  fame  twief  21,  22-  Tie  fiver* 
fmifhs  raife  a  mob  to  cry  up  Diana  of  the  Ephefians,  in  oppofition  to 
bimt  231— 34*  But  the  t<rwn-chrk  difperfes  and  appeafes  tbcm$ 

35> — 4** 


Tut* 

AND  it  c net  to 
^  pafs  t  chat, 
whileA  polios  was 

at  C^Tiftth,  P«t)l 

having  paftd 
tW'  the  uppei 
eosft*  cmc  to 
blphrfus  ;  and, 
filling  certain 
dJlbipkf, 

a  He  fiiid  nnto 

them.  Have  ye 

received  the  Holy 

fthnft  linceyebc. 

Hceed?  And  they 
is  Si  I  unto  him. 
We  have  not  fo 
mtu'h  as  heard 
whqhtr  there  he 
any  JloJy  Gholh 


9'  And  he  Old 
ditto  tbun.  Unto 

what 


Paraphrase, 

VTOW  while  Apollos  was  labouring  with  great  zeal 
^  at  Corinth ,  to  which  dty  of  Achaia  he  went,  ac¬ 
cording  to  hie  defire,  [chap,  xviii/27.)  the  apoftle  Pau/, 
having  pafled  through  Galatia  and  Phrygia ,  (chap,  xviti. 
23*}  known  by  the  name  of  the  upper  parts  of  Afia  the 
hfsf  returned,  according  to  his  promife,  {chap,  itiii* 
21*}  to  Epbejus ;  and  there  meeting  with  about  twelve 
perform,  {ver,  7,)  that  believed  in  Jefus  Cbrift  w  the 
true  Meffiah,  he  (aid  to  them.  Hare  ye  received  the  mi¬ 
raculous  gifts  of  the  HolyGboft,  together  with  his  gra¬ 
cious,  fanCtifying,  and  comforting  influences,  fince  ye 
embraced  the  faith  of  Chrift?  To  this  queftton  they  an- 
fwered  We  are  fo  great  ft  rangers  to  the  ftate  of  the 
Meffiah’a  kingdom,  that  we  bare  not  fo  much  as  heard 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  has  ever  worked,  under  this  new 
difptnfation,  in  an  extraordinary  manner  upon  any  per- 
Ions  whatfoever  +  j  or  that  he  has  ever  yet  returned  as 
a  fpirir  of  prophecy,  fince  he  withdrew  from  the  church 
of  Jfmei  many  ages  ago* 

3  Hereupon  the  apoftle  faid  to  them,  What!  not 

heard 


NOTES* 

*  Thefe  prutnbf y  w*rt  either  convert,  ua*  Pant  «s  at  Kphtfus  before*  his  flay  w  very 
dcr  miniftry,  that  had  left  Jade&  be*  "  Ihon,  and  Rented  fo  have  only  iffikend 

fore  the  dfulion  of  the  Spirit  on  ctic  famoos  fame,  lb  fur  as  to  give  promiflog  hopes  that 
djy  of  P?iiUt4j}t  and  bad  ever  Jiace  lived  in  they  might  be  brought  to  the  knowfedge  of 
fome  obJcure  difkini  parts  of  Afia  de  left ;  Chrift* 

or  lud  been  travelling  about  In  plica  where  f  Thefe  difctpkf»  who  bad  been  hipiifd 
the  gufpel  hod  not  been  preached ;  or  they  vhh  Join's  baptiftn,  could  not  be  ignorant 
were  convened  by  Apath'%  miaiftry,  while  he  whether  there  were  any  ftich  thing  as  the  fitly 
knew  only  the  boptfim  of  Ttm,  and  were  not  GJfo/f ;  because  Jabtt  bb^Jf  not  only  fpoke' 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  way  of  (be  Lord,  of  the  Spirits  in&  ta  but  Ufco 

riil^  lie  came  to  Eyhcpit^  from  whence,  £>ua  wife  of  CbrifPs  faptifiag  -w lib  the  fixty  0&Ajtt 
after  be  had  received  more  light,  he  went  to  A fa/A  lib  1 1.  and  John  i-  33. :  But  they  hid 
(chap.  »viii*  1,7,)  On  cither  never  heard,  that  this  wai  usually  vun>c  to- 
of  tlitfc  ftip|»ftEroAt}  it  is  no  wonder*  that  paft, .in any eirttaojdiiiajy  rf&jiuu  of hisg^fts, 
rhvy  bad  heard  nothing  of  the  efffclion  of  ihr  together  with  bis  grace*. 

S  otrir ;  specially  if  wc  twdldcr,  that,  when 


3i.r& 

vhtf  the*  ww 
■c  luptbcA?  A°d 
hey  /aid,  Uoto 
aha**  haptifta* 


irv 


asy 


4  ilien  fold 
Pawl,  John  rally 
Hjxifed  with  the 
ttDtifm  of  re* 
puiouce,  faying 

vnio  the  people, 
That  (bey  JbookJ 
believe  on  him 

which  ,  AioiiLd 
com*  after  him* 
chat  Is;  on  Cbritt 
Jefos. 


1  "When  Atjf 
heard  Iftrr  they 
t  en  baptifed  la 
the  name  of  the 
Lard  jefr*. 


heard  of  .the  great  effhGon  of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the 
crucified,  rifeii*  and  exalted  Saviour !  Into  what  difc 
j>eufation  tben^  and  to  the  fealing  of  what  doGrine,  and 
of  your  holy  profeffion  of  it,  were  ye'  baptized  ?  They 
replied  again.  We  have  been  only  partake  re  of  John7 $ 
baptilm,  for  the  parpofes  for  Which  he  adjnimftred  it, 
with  a  reference  to  the  approaching  Mrifiah,  who  be 
faid,  and  we  believed,  was  theii  very  foon  to  appear. 

4  Then  Paiily  to  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  faid,  The  preaching,  together  with  the  baprifm, 
of  John  was  indeed,  to  call  and  oblige  his  difeiptes 
to  repent  of  rheirfins,  upon  encouragements  taken  frdm 
the  abundant  grace  of  the  gofpel-kingdoni,  which  was 
then  juft  at  hand  j  he  telling  them  that  it  was  their  du¬ 
ty  and  intcreftj  as  ever  they  would  efcape  the  wrath  to 
Come;  to  believe  in  him,  who  would  very  food  appear 
in  his  public  charaGer  after  hitnfelF}  by  which  John 
meant T  that  they  (hould  believe  in  Jeftis  Chriftj  as  the 
only  Saviour,  whom  God  has  anointed  to  that  office* 

5-  And  (^).wben  the  people,  (w*  4,)  heard,  and  be¬ 
lieved  this  welcome  news  of  the  near  approach  of  the 
pro  mi  fed  and  expected  Rleffiah,  they  were  baptised  in 

the  liftme  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  that  Meffiah  *  i  and  fo 


were 


NOTE. 


*  TbeC  words  are  taken  by  mafay  to  be 
lai/i,  am]  not  Poufs;  But  1.  rather  think 
them  (9  be'  a  contlneattoa.  of  ebe  apofllc’i 
own  word 4,  which  the  hiftorhn  retries  to  the 
tad  of  thij  vtrfe,  and  then  goes  on  ndth  die 
fiimthro  of  what  followed  00  the  ^poftte‘4 
difrourft  With  them :  For  the  mqft  accurate 
grammatical  conftrufHoit  of  the  words  kadi 
us  [hat  to  imderfiaiKl  them ;  and  favtrtl  of 
the  grmefl  Critics,  fuch  as  Drufiutf  Jfcx<r, 
ud  Bxkorit  tdl  us  that  the  panido  Stt  ver* 
j*  aufwcrf;  as  a  redditnt,  to  fiir9  ver.  4.  and 
(hat  a  new  feuttnee  never  begin*,  u  It  doth 
In  this  wrfe,  with  It  arid  a  participle,  where 
fttt  fo  immediately  goct  before  it,  as  it  doth 
here  to  vcf.  4,  Nor  can  wt  be  futtfthat  any 
of  John* i  dUctpkt,  modi  lets  ail  of  them, 
were  tm  rebsptHed  with  water,  upeh  their 
believing  m  Cbrift  15  that  lifeffiab,  into  the 
frith  of  wKom  (heir  m  after  bad  haptifod  tltoori 
For  at  our  Lord  did  not  order  the  eleven  a- 
poftlet  to  be  themfelvts  bapti&d  under  the 
gofpd-difpeu  fat  ion  t  but  only  to  baptftc  o- 
tbm,  MriiL  xxvith  i  p.  fo  it  doct  not  appear 
that  they  had  any  other  bvptiim  than  that  of 
Jzhu  The  apofrle  Pool  indeed  was  bnpeifed 
after  hia  con  wlion  ;  but  he  probably  never 
war  one  of  7ata*s  difeiplea.  The  fame  may 
be  forid  of  the  throe  thoofond  that  were  bap- 
tiled  on  the  remarkable  day  of  Pentrtoft,  who 
font  to  hive  beep  raoftiy  Jtwt  that  come 


from  diiliot  nation*;  And  it  appears  fd  me, 
that  there  to  no  need  of  rebapiiGng 
difctpfts,  fine*  both  baptifnit  wdre  for  fnl^ 
fUbce  the  ft  me,  and  into  the  faith  of  the 
,fame  divine  perifyi,  only  one  vu  in  the  name 
of  him  who  was  immediately  to  wmiy  and  the 
other  of  l\ut)  who  war  olrtady  t$m; ;  and  fo 
when  Jdut  was  believed  and  owiltd  to  be  tfati 
true  Meftlah,  the  frith  of  fnch  p^rltm^  togp- 
thcr  with  the  truth  of  the  doctrine  they  pro- 
fafted,  was  fignified  and  feated  by  the  bdp- 
tifm  which  prttwedi  as  welt  as  by  tbai  which 
filkwfd  hfe  affual  appearing*  -And  unit  ft 
the/h  bapcifdit  were  the  fame  for  fubftaric% 
to ri  Draft  be  tfftntioUy  ditferent  from  that 
whidh  Chtift  himfelf  received,  fine*  he  was 
baptiftdonly  by  *J$bo ;  and  confcqncdtly  the 
New  Teftament -church  has  not  that  commu¬ 
nion  with  him  in  a*  the  Old  T efta- 

mciiKhnrch  had  in  drcumulioii.  Bnt  if  af- 
tef  alt,  it  fhould  be  fcp'pofcd,  fhat  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  baptlfmg  in  the  name  of  thd 
Meitiah,  u  to  M,  and  as  already  (Qtot,  was 
ib  material,  as  to  mike  it  rcquiltie  that  the 
fame  per  Ions,  up^n  their  believing  in  jefus* 
as  the  Mtlfiah*  whom  John  ffxik  of,  fbould 
bt  baptifed  again ;  ihh  is  no  ^r^Umrnr  for  re- 
baptiiinjr  any  one  in  aftfer  agrs^  in  which  no 
fuch  difference  ci u  be. pretended ;  mhdi  krt 
U  it  fo,  if  Mr.  Hffte/l  Thought  be  adiuitud, 
V12.  Thai  tbofa  petfons  were  Uaptifad,  nnt  Ivy 

» .  7** 
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Di.  xii. 


4  And*  when 

Frol  kid  la:d  his 

(hem, 

the  Holy  Cihoit 
timt  on  them ; 
and  they  ipake 

with  tooeott , 

and  propbeuedt 


were  turned  overt  and  devoted  to  him,  wbo,  in  h&9 
did  come  im met) lately  afterwards;  and,  having  finiffied 
the  work  of  redemption,  is  now  naked,  as  Lord  of  all, 
at  the  Father's  right  hand,  to  baptize  his  difciples  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  according  to  the  figmfication  of  John's 
baptizing  them  with  water :  {Matth*  iii*  ir«)  And 
therefore  whether  ye  had  beard  of  the  a£taal  pouring 
out  of  the  Spirit,  or  not,  there  was  abundant  reaJbn  for 
you  to  be  looking  and  hoping  for  it, 

6  And  when  Paufhzd  inflrufted  thefe  di  Topics,  (vrr. 
t.)  after  this  manner,  about  the  nature,  obligation,  and 
dtfign  of  John's  baptifm,  which  pointed  to  Chrift,  and 
fuperfeded  any  neceflity  of  their  being  baptized  again 
with  water,  he  laid  his  hands  upon  them,  as  a  fignal 
of  what  Chrift  would  do  for  them  >  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
came  down  in  a  gracious  and  miraculous  way  upon 
them  ;  fv  that  they  were  baptized  with  the  Spirit:  And, 
by  his  extraordinary  gift,  they  immediately  fpoke  in 
different  forts  of  languages,  which  they  had  never  learnt 
before  ;  and,  by  divine  fuggeftion*  they  explained  and 
applied  Old  Teltamenr-propheties,  and  fpoke  of  the 
glorious  things,  that  are  Hill  more  clearly  revralrd  un¬ 
der  the  New  Teftamenr-difpen  fit  ions;  God  hereby  giv¬ 
ing  a  plain  and  viftble  teftimony  to  the  gofpel,  in  its 
firft  plantation  at  Ephtfv$f  and  at  the  fame  time  tho¬ 
roughly  qualifying  thefe  converts,  in  an  inftant,  for 
preaching  it,  wherefoever  Providence  might  call  them. 

7  And  the  number  of  the  men  that  were  thus  fi¬ 
nally  filled  with  the  Holy  GhoR,  _was  about  twelve,  an- 
fwerabfe  to  the  number  of  the  apoRles  on  whom  the 
Spirit  defeended,  in  like  manner,  attbefeaft  of  Feme- 
cofh  {Chap*  ii.  3,  4,  fee  the  note  there*) 

8  Then  (*)  Paul 9  being  honour  d  wirh  thefe  incon- 

teftible  credentials  of  a  divine  authority,  which  appear¬ 
ed  to  this  effedtof  the  laying  oh  of  his  hands,  went  in¬ 
to  the  fynagogue  of  the  Jrwt9  that  he  might,  as  ufual, 
make  the  firft  offer  of  the  gofpel  to  them  ;  and  he  preach¬ 
ed  publicly,  with  all  freedom  and  holy  boldnefs,  as 
knowing  what  he  affirmed,  time  after  time,  for  about 
a  quarter  of  a  year;  reafomng  with  them, 

bearing  and  anfwertng  their  nhjeftions,  and  eamcAly 
intreating  them,  as  they  would  value  their  own  fain- 
tion,  to  embrace  the  great  and  glorious  do&rincs  which 
he  had  publifhed  among  them,  pertaining  to  the  king¬ 
dom 

N  O  T  B* 

Jtha  hlmfclf,  but  in  his  name,  by  fome  of  bis  further*  Betides  the  author*  abM-rimfrm- 
wc*k  dirripicst  who  were  zealous  for  thdr  ed,  lee  Dr  Ugh:M%  hanxemr  of  tk 
Matter's  honour,  and  ignorantly  tapi'ifad  vol*  I*  p*  ipy, 

tncar.  into  hit  doftiine,  without  looking  any , 


t  Ami  alt  the 
men  were  about 
twelve. 


S  Andhcwent 
into  the  fyna- 

r  V 

‘lie,  and  fpakc 
Mv-  for  the 

Ipjctf  of  three 

months,  difpii:* 
iixid  perfnad- 
lnjj  the  ihiftgs 
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cooccmiiig  tire 
luagfoiD  God. 


9  But  vhe& 

dims  were  bar- 
dcutd,  and  be¬ 
lieved  oe4,  but 
fpafct  evil  of  that 
way  before  the 
rod  tit  ode  ,  he 
departed  from 
them,  and  fe  pa  ra¬ 
ted  the  tlifciplcs, 
deputing  daily  in 
the  Ithool  of  one 
Tyraiinui. 


dom  of  grace,  which  God,  by  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift, 
had  fet  up  in  this  world,  and  wilt  maintain,  till  he  fiiall 
advance  it$  happy  fubjetb  to  bis  kingdom  of  glory  in 
the  world  to  come. 

9  But  when,  after  this  fair  trial,  feme  of  them  bar* 
dened  their  hearts  again  ft  theft  important  and  concern¬ 
ing  truths,  and  rejected  them  by  unbelief,  yea,  and  in 
the  pre-fence  of  all  the  people  fpoke  reproachfully  and 
bitterly  againft  Jefus  bimfelf,  who  is,  the  Wiy,  th* 
Truth)  ami  tha  Ufet  (John  xiv.  6.)  and  again  ft  God’s 
gracious  method  of  falvation  by  him,  which  the  apoftie 
preached,  and  true  believers  owned  and  profcfltd  j  he 
then  turning  away  from  thole  dcfpifm  and  rcvifcrs,  as 
incorrigible  enemies,  went  out  of  their  fynagogue  j  and, 
taking  the  believers  in  Chrift  along  with  him,  he  itpa- 
rated  them  from  the  fociety  and  communion  of  thofe 
obfthrjte  infidels;  and  repairing  to  the*  public  fchool 
of  one  whofe  name  was  Tyrannus,  he  there  preached 
daily  to  the  people,  explaining,  proving,  and  defend* 
ing,  oranfwering  cavils  and  objections  agjinft  the  great 
doctrine  of  lalvation,  through  a  crucified  and  rifen  He* 
deemer. 


to  And  tMs 
continued  by  the 
fpact  of  t  wtk 
yean;  ft?  that  ad 
they  which  d«vk 
u>  Afi*  board  the 
word  of  the  I,oird 
Jcftu,  both  Jew* 
and  Greek*. 

11  And  God 

'A-TOUJi-ht 

tn: rallies  by  the 

funds  of  run l ; 


\x  Sortsatfrom 
lilt  body  were 
brought  onib  the 
tick  ,  hand  ha* 

chief* 


10  And  this  be  continued  to  do  with  indefatigable  la* 
hour,  great  diligence, and  wonderful  fuccefy,  for  the  fpace 
of  abour  +  two  years  together  ;  fo  that  vaft  multitudes  of 
the  lejfcr  Aji&t  who  re  for  ted  on  various  occasions  to 
this  famous  city,  had  not  only  opportunity  of  hearing, 
but  many  of  them  were  brought  to  receive  the  gofpel 
of  the  Lord  Jefus,  both  Jews  and  Gentiles^  the  politer 
fort  of  which  are  figmiied  by  the  name  of  Greeks . 

n  And  for  the  abundant  confirmation  of  the  ft  blef* 
fed  ridings  of  a  Saviour  to  all  nations,  amt  for  engaging 
the  people’s  attention  to  them,  God  was  pfrafori  to 
work  divers  miracles  of  an  extraordinary  nature,  and 
in  a  very  uncommon  way,  by  the  miniftratlon  of  Paul » 
who,  as  ChrifVs  for  rant,  did  greater  works  than  him* 
felt,  in  the  lhanner  of  performing  them,  bccaufe  he 
was  gone  to  the  Father.  (See  the  note  on  John 

XIV*  12') 

12  So  that  not  only  the  Tick  that  were  brought  to 

the 

NOTES, 


*  Some  fuppftfe  that  this  was  a 
fchool  of  ihc  *Jrs/i ;  and  otbm,  tbit  it  was 
a  pbitytfhital  ichnd  of  the  G 'r?eks*  Bui,  be 
(hxt  as  k  will,  here  lihett^  wlilch  [here 
was  not  in  rhe  fynapogucr,  foraU  forts  of  jxir^ 
Min,  even  Genii  tc  ’Maters,  as  well  as  others, 
to  attend  <m  the  preaching  of  the  gofptU 
t  Time  tuf}  jeeri  added. to  the  three 
in  wfiicb  the  apofriy  preached  iu  {be 


fynapoRK,  wr.  I.  and  the  time  he  fpent  if- 
ttr  all  this  at  ver,  *1.  make  up,  id 

the  whole,  about  three  fears  of  hif  a  hod  3 
there,  according  to  ;he  account  he  jjj/c  nt  it 
to  the  elders  of  rhe  Ephefinn  church,  tbip* 
p*  Or,  as  others  think,  it  thveo 
yea*A  from  the  rime  of  hi*  firit  coming'  to  E* 
pkeivsi  to  the  lime  oi'  bis  taking  hU  fkrcwtdl 
ui  thuji  brethren, 


4jo  ^8*  Acts  tf  tie  Apostles  paraptrafi&>  6b.  xix. 

<w«r*  or  iprons,  the  apoftlc  were  cored  i  but  handkerchiefs  *  or  aprons, 
departed  a  fwm  tb*1  b™*  touched  his  body,  were  carried  to  difeafcd  per- 
them,  and  the  Tons;  and  at  this  fignal,  though  not  from  any  virtue  in 
*vil  o>inti  went  the  things  themfdves,  they  were  in  Aunt)  y  healed  at  a 
eat  a  t  sip.  diftance,  whatever  their  diftempers  were }  and,  in  like 

manner,  fuch  as  were  corporally  poflefled  by  wicked 
and  malicious  fpirits,  (fee  the  note  on  Mattb.  iv.  24.) 
were  relieved  and  delivered  from  them,  which  carried 
an  intimation  of  the  gracious  defign  of  the  gofpel,  and 
of  its  efficacy,  when  attended  with  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Gholl,  to  heal  fpiritual  maladies,  and  to  fet  cap* 
tive  fouls  at  liberty,  from  the  power  of  fin  and  Satan. 

1 3  Then  r«r-  13  This  being  obferved  with  admiration  and  ap- 

^nd^jcl's^CT-  P*ao*e  by  the  people,  fome  ftrolling  Jews*  that  went 
pitilU,ro,.k  uf>on  about  as  fortune  tellers,  and  pretended  to  the  art  of  ci¬ 
thern  to  call  o«*r  orcifing  or  ca fling  out  devils  bv  conjuration, 

them  which  had  .  . '  «  *V  ..  *  -  A  »  i  i  -  { 

re!)  ipitits  the  attempted  to  invoke  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jems,  and 

iumeof  (hr  L^rd  pronounce  ir,  by  way  of  charm,  over  fome  that  were 

Wjs4 raymg, A\e  pofictTcd  with  evil  fpirits,  in  hopes  that  it  might  be  as 
jiis>'l|*)K>m  >«u"i  effeflual  in  their  mouths  as  it  had  been  in  Poufs,  and 

prodieti.  '  "  that  they  might  thereby  bring  diferedit  on  the  gofpel, 

and  advantage  to  them fel ves,  faying  to  the  devils,  that 
poflefled  feveral  people.  We  command,  and  even  bind 
you  with  the  folcmnity  of  an  oath,  (°Piufv'')  to  come  out 
of  thefe  perfons,  by  the  authority  'of  that  Jefus  whom 

14.  And  ther*  proclaims,  and  calls  upon,  to  expel  you. 

M^remibn/or  >4  Among  thde  vain  pretenders,  there  wefe  feveo 
<r>t  sew  a  jew,  Tons  of  one  Sceya,  a  chief  pried  among  the  Jews,  (fee 
end  cKier  of  the  t|je  note  on  ii.  4.)  that  joined  together  in  iry- 

fo.  ing  this  method  upon  a  certain  pofietfed  man,  though 

they  themfelves  had  no  faith  in  Chrift,  as  a  divine  pet- 
fon,  or  as  the  trye  Mefljab. 

And  the  j  5  But  (*)  the  wicked  fpifit,  which  poflefled  him, 
Id'LiKi  faW  Jcfiis  knowing  that  this  was  all  a  farce,  defpifed  and  infulted 
Ikuow*.  indPdnl  them ;  and  yet  being  at  the  fame  time  copftrained,  by 

1  a  divine  power,  to  own  the  atuhority  of  Chrift  and  of 
the  apoftlc,  as  a&ing  under  him,  cried  out,  faying,  I 
too  well  know  who  Jefus  is,  and  that  his  power  is  too 
hard  for  me }  and  1  know  [hat  Paul,  his  fervant, 
has  authority  from  him  againft  me,  as  he  ads  to  bis 
Lord  and  Mailer**  name,  by  his  comraiflion,  and  by 
yirtue  derived  from  him :  But  as  for  you.  Who  gave 
you  anv  right  to  command  me  ?  Strew  your  credentials 

‘  ,  J£ 

NOTE. 

T  Thdc  aprws  m  thoojjht  by  fome  to  have  to  them,  and  wet*  the  token*  of  their  rain* 
ihoft  that  Paul  when  Jit;  tubaKom.  8ui  whaitv^r  thefe cbthf  wot, 

Worked  at  lit* -tent- making  trait;  orhwultt  it  b  oerttin  that' no  natural  or  artificial  (fber 
(tiem  to  have  been  aprons,  or  other'  linen  from  thcmfdTW,  could  operate  In  Inch  ■  qur 
ctotVa,  that  were  brought  from  Gtk.  perfon*,  racolotu  way  upon  ibe  difcjftd* 

And  being  touched  by  Faui,  were  carried  back 

«  ■■  F  "  ■  ■  ■-  -■*  L 


Clunb 


The  Act*  cf  the  Apostleb  paraphrafid. 


1  kihrv ;  bit  who 
art  y*  ? 

to  AodtbemtQ 
in  vboni  the  tril 
fpirit  vti,  leapt 
on  them,  and  o- 
levtanc  them  , 
and  prevailed  *- 
gainft  them,  Jb 
that  they  flat  oat 
ofthai  bottle,  n*- 
hod  and  wound¬ 
ed* 


i?  And  thii 
vm  knoira  to  all 
the  Jewc  and 
GndciiUbdwdl’ 
\ng  at  Aphtfii*: 

and  fear  tell  on 
them  alt,  and  the 
name  of  Lbe  Lord 

Jefu*  w  magqL 
6«L 


ifl  And  ma* 
i>y  that  believed 
ome,  and  cpnfef- 
fed,  and  (hewed 
their  deed*. 


Many  alfc 
of  them  which 
uied  carious  am 
brought  their 
books  together, 
and  burned  them 

before  all  men : 

And 


if  ye  can ;  your  words 'are  but  empty  founds;  1  neither 
fee!,  nor  fear  any  power  attending  them:  Do  your 
worfl,  I  will  Dot  fiibmit  to  you. 

1.6  Immediately  hereupon,  the  roan  who  was  under 
the  power  and  potfeflion  of  the  devil  flew  upon  them 
with  prodigious  force  and  fury,  rending  and  tearing 
like  a  roadman ;  and  he  fo  utterly  defeated  their  exor- 
cifmg,  and  fo  terribly  affrighted,  beat,  and  overpower¬ 
ed  them,  that  they  ran  out  of  the  houfe  where  they 
were,  with  their  clothes  torn  off  from  their  backs,  mi* 
ferably  broiled  and  wounded,  and  glad’ to  cfcape  with 
their  lives. 

17  And  this  was  tranfaded  in  fuch  a  public  man¬ 
ner,  that  thenoifeof  it  was  foon  fpread  abroad  among 
all  the  Jsvit,  and  the  mod  learned,  as  well  as  other 
Gentiles,  that  dwelt  at  Ephe/us ;  the  effeft  of  which 
was,- that  the?  were  unlverfaUy  fetzed  with  a  dread  of 
the  power  of  infernal  fpitits,  as  fuperior  to  all  human 
refinance,  and  of  the  danger  of  mocking  God,  and  a* 
buGng  the  f acred  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus :  And  he  was 
thought,  and  fpoken  of,  with  the  higheft  reverence  and 
honour  among  the  people,  who  were  convinced  by  this, 
that  his  power  was  uncontroulable,  and  that  he  only 
was  able  to  give  an  effectual  com  mi  (5  on  to  his  fervants, 
to  fubdue  the  powers  of  darknefs  ;  and  that  virtue  was 
derived  from  him  for  that  purpofe,  only  through  faith 
in  his  name. 

16  And  as  the  Ephsfians  were  remarkably  infamous 
for.  the  abominabfe  inchantments  rhat  were  pratlifed 
by  them,  abundance  of  thofe  that  had  believed  m 
Chrift,  (v'virimflnwij  were  fo  affe&ed  at  this  man i left 
and  furprizing  defeat  of  the  exorcifla,  that,  coining  of 
their  own  accord  to  the  apoflle  and  his  company,  they 
frankly  owned  themfelvcs  to  have  been  formerly  guilty 
of  attempting  the  like  magical  delufions  ;  and  publicly 
declared  their  wickednefs  and  folly  therein,  with  broken 
and  contrite  hearts,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  cau¬ 
tion  of  others. 

19  Yea,  a  con  fid  erablc  number  of  thofe  that  had 
dealt  in  this  black  art,  which  was,  at  belt,  but  the  la¬ 
borious  and  fallacious  trifling  of  vain  minds  about  curi- 
ofiticSj  (T*f,!pr*)  that  it  did  not  concern  them  to  pry  into, 
brought  along  witb  them  tbeir  books,  by  which  they 
had  learnt  their  conjuring  methods,  words,  and  charms; 
and  publicly  committed  them  to  the  flames,  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  all  the  people,  that  they  might  teflify  the  fin- 
cerity  of  their  repentance,  and  rbtir  utmofl  indignation 
againft  their  former  crimes,  together  with  their  full  re- 

folution 


The  Acts  cf  tie  Apobtlis  paraphrased 


Cb*  to. 


and  they  counted 
rhcpriccnf  them, 
and  found  k  fifty 
thou  find  pietaof 

f*lver. 


ic  Ss  mifthtijy 
pc1*  tin'  vhird  of 
Got!,  sod  prevail- 
«L 

ir  Afiftrtliefe 
tbin^  irert  end¬ 
ed,  Paul  pnrpof- 
cd  in  die  tyirit, 
when  he  had  paf- 

fed  through  M** 

ccdoiiia  and  A- 
fhaia,  to  to  ^ 
rufitcrn*  faying  | 
Afrtr  I  b;ivc  been 
film',  1  null  aifo 
fee  Rome. 


it  So  he  ffnt 
into  Macedonia 
of  them  that 
ininirtrtd  un**t 
him .  Tim  01  lieu  j 
mid  Enjtuit  bus 

he 


folution  never  to  pra&ife  them  again;  and  that  they 
plight  take  a  fort  of  holy  revenge  upon  thefe  pernicious 
and  unlawful  books,  and  prevent  tbeir  falling  into  the 
hands  of  others  to  their  hurt;  and  might  Ihew  how 
ready  they  were  to  link  the  money  they  cod,  rather  than 
fell  them,  arid  how  exceedingly  they  rejoiced  in  the 
gnee,  that  had  turned  their  hearts  from  Satan  to  God, 
and  had  given  them  good  hopes  of  a  better  and  more 
enduring  fubftance;  And  thefe  books  which  were  thus 
freely  facnficed  to  the  I^cdeciner’s  honour,  were  fo  very 
fcarce,  that,  upon  a  moderate  computation  of  the  value 
at  which  they  bad  been  rated,  and  ufed  to  be  fold,  it  was 
found  to  amount  to  the  vaft  fum  of  fifty  thoufaud  pieces 
of  filver  *■ 

20  So  wondei  fully  and  vifiorioufly  did  the  glorious 
gofpel  of  the  blclled  God  fpread,  and  triumph  in  its  re^ 
pat  at  ion,  and  prevail  in  its  vifible  effects  upon  the  heans 
and  lives  of  a  great  many  converts* 

21  When  the  fore- mentioned  remarkable  tranfa&ions 

“  ■  ■  w  M 

were  over,  Paul  determined  in  his  own  mind,  by  the 
fuggeftion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  («r  *■•»«* w»>)  to  vifit  the 
churches,  after  Tome  little  time,  (ver.  22.)  which  he 
had  planted  in  Macedonia  and  Acbaia  or  Greece,  that 
he  might  counfel,  encourage,  and  eftablifb  them,  and 
reflify  diford ers  among  them,  (dap.  x*.  I,  2,  3,);  and 
from  thence  to  go  forward  to  yentjalem,  that  he  might 
give  a  further  account  of  bis  fuccefsful  labours  10  his 
brethren  t her; :  (Chap.  xxi.  ty,— ip.)  And  he  added, 
in  an  intimation  of  his  thoughts  to  fome  of  hjs  friends. 
This  will  prove  an  occafion  of  my  going  forward^  from 
thence  to  Rome  like  wife,  that  I  may  preach  the  gofpel 
at  that  feat  of  the  empire.  (Chap,  xxiii-  1 1.) 

12  Accordingly  be  difpatchcd  into  Macedonia  two  of 
his  fellow-labourers,  that  bad  pome  to  him,  and  afCfted 
him  at  Ephtjut,  viz.  his  beloved  Timothy,  and  Erqfhu% 
who  had  been  the  chamberlain  of  Corinth .  (Rm.  xvi, 
23.  See  the  note  there.}  Thefe  he  fern  before-hand  to 
regulate  fome  things  that  were  amifs  among  thole  church¬ 
es,  and  efpecially  at  Corinth ,  and  to  help  forward  their 
collections  for  the  poor  faints  at  JerufaUm  +,  { 1  Cor. 
fvi.  1 ,  —4. )  as  alfptogive  notice  of  bis  intention  to  vtfit 

them. 

N  O  T  5  5. 


*  According  to  rurvuu  rap  potation*  of 
the  learned,  fbtee  make  thefe  fifty  thafaad 
fu'ts*  cf  ftvtr  amount  fa  fifteen  kttnJrtd  pfiuudt 
Ilaiiirg,  iihikotLcfi  fwcll  the  account  io 
i=t  ■)  ifo.rfiiird  fi w  hundred  f  totadi ,  And,  per- 
utbe  KphtfUni  fo  extravagantly 
addt&d  to  the  magic  »rt,  the  (irate* 
pad  fork'd  the  dc  oi  theft  books  dpt  con* 


uiiicd  it*  pretended  tnyfterft*;  and 
oafiontd  tbeir  being  ft  exeeffividj  dear. 

f  It  u  genctaDy  agtqed,  that  the  apoflle 
Wroti \  hi  to  the  CmeMwfff,  fenq 

after  he  had  lent  theft  mei&nger*  to  that  an<| 
fame  6a h or  churches  in  thefe  pans,  apt! 
beftrp  the  npL  by  Dmtfriust  it* 


£h>  si *• 

he  himfdf  ft»y«d 

in  AGa  for  a  fo- 
Jbo. 


7& 


•aft 


13  Ami  the 
Gitic  time  there 
irofe  no  fimtU 
flit  about  that 

wiy. 

14  For  a 
cnraiii  mao  na¬ 
med  Demetrius, 
a  filvdr  -  fcahh , 
which  mjJefilviT 
forbiei  for  Diana, 
brought  tio  tin  all 
g£a  IT:  to  the 
tuft  tinea ; 


them,  as  foon  as  conveniently  might  be,  (i  Cor.  tv.  17, 
19.)  bat  he  found  it  necefliiry  for  him  to  continue  fome 
time  longer  at  Ephefut,  and  parts  adjacent,  in  the  Prrt- 
confulatAfia,  where  the  Lord  had  ftill  further  work  for 
him  to  do,  though  there  were  many  adverfaries.  (1  Cor* 
xvi,  8,  9.) 

Z3  And  during  his  abode  here,  there  arofe  a  violent 
tumult  among  the  people,  in  opposition  to  the  only  and 
emincut  way  of  bolinefs  and  happinefs  through  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  is  the  (Pay,  the  Truth ,  and  the  Life,  ( John 
xiv.  6.) 

24  1*ot  there  was  a  noted  (ilverfmith,  Demetrius  by 
-name,  whofe  chief  bufinefs  was  to  make  little  models  of 
the  famous  temple  of  Diana,  in  which  -the  image  of  that 
heathen  goddefs  was  fo  placed,  as  to  be  feen  by  opening 
folding  doors  in  the  front }  and  by  the  fale  "of  tbefe 
trinkets,  not  only  to  the  citizens,  but  alfo  to  Grangers, 
that  came  froth  all  parts  to  Ephefut ,  and  ufed  to  buy  and 
carry  them  home,  either  for  curiofity,  or  for  fuperftiti- 
ous  purpofes,  he  had  got  abundance  of  (iches,  and  main* 
tained  a  great  number  of  workmen  under  him. 

75  Thefe,  and  as  many  other  artificers  of  the  fame 
trade  as  be  could  meet  with,  he  fiimmoned  together  as 
Jit  tools,  and  an  interefted  party,  for  ferving  his  mer¬ 
cenary  deftgn;  and,  to  Air  them  up  in  the  pioft  touch¬ 
ing  manner  to  join  with  him  in  it,  he  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  artful  fpeech  to  them,  faying,  Gentlemen,  ye  all 
well  know,  and  have  found  the  fweet  of  it,  that  by  our 
trade  of  making  and  felling  filver  models  of  Diana's 
temple,  we  not  only  get  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  for 
ourfcjves  and  families,  but  gain  confiderable  riches  ; 

26  And  ye  both  fee  with  your  own  eyes,  and  hear 
from  others,  that  not  only  at  our  own  populous  city  of 
Ephcfe*,  i- it;  ,i-  Ephefvty  but,  in  a  manner,  through- the  whole  province 

tnuft  tbrougiwyt  *-  -*•  *  1  1-1  1  1  n  ^  ^  1  * 

all  A  ti  a*  this  Puu) 
huh  perlb^tlol 

and  turned 
much  people, fa 
*n5s  thai  tbev  be 
fiO  gods  whlfh 

are  made 
taadi  i 


tj  Whom  he 
called  toper  htT , 
*i:h  the  work- 
mto  of  like  occu¬ 
pation*  and  laid, 

by  thU  erafr  we 
Jim  our  pcalih : 


ad  Moreover, 

ye'  fee  l-i \  htar, 
I (i at, not  li-w-e  at 


So  that  i»t 
any  this  our  craft 
i>  in  dinger  to  be 
fa  at  nought ; 

but 


r  #  f  r  ^  O  ■ 

pf  A/ia,  with  which  we  have  the  greateA  traflick,  this 
dangerous  fellow,  one  Paul ,  who  feta  up  for  a  wonder¬ 
ful  reformer,  and  broacher  of  a  new  and  Arange  religion, 
has,  by  his  plaufthle  way  of  talking,  perverted  abun¬ 
dance  of  people,  and  prejudiced  their  minds  againftwhat 
witi  has  turned  fo  much  to  our  account,  telling  them  that, 
not  with  (landing  all  the  veneration  we  and  our  anceftors 
have  had  for  images,  which  are  made  by  human  art  and 
labour,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  any  real  divinity  red¬ 
ding  in  them,  and  that  they  ought  by  no  means  to  be 
ivorfhipped  in  any  view  whatfoever.  (Chap,  xvii.  25.) 

27  So  that  not  only  our  profitable  trade,  by  which 

we  get  our  bread,  and  all  the  affluence  that  any  of  oa 
have  or  hope  for,  muft,  in  all  likelihood,  be  utterly  loft, 

3ttd 
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but  iUb  (hat  the 
temple  of  the 

great  gnddefi 

DUna  fhodd  he 


defpefed  ,  aod 
her  magnificence 
fiiovld  bcddlrof- 

ed,  whom  all  A* 

fu  and  the  world 


worJhippaJb 


%&  And  when 

they  heard  theft 
they  were 
Frill  of  wrath  , 
and  cried  oot, lay¬ 
ing,  Great  h  Di¬ 
ana  of  the  Ephc- 
fianr. 


ip  And  the 

whole  city  wai 
filled  with  con f ii- 
Jion ;  jnd  haring 
aught  Gains  and 
AtiAtrtliu^  men 
t>i  Macedonia  , 
Panl’s  compa  - 

niuns  in  travel, 

they  ndhed  with 
op<  accord  into 
the  theatre. 


and  is  actually  ftigmatized  as  infamous  to  fuch  a  decree, 
that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  us  to  follow  it:  (v‘r#vnw< 
*&**)  but,  which  is  mod  (hocking  and  word  of  all*  even 
the  fecred  temple  of  the  great  goddefe  Diana  itfelf,  which 
has  not  its  parallel  for  pomp  and  grandeur  in  all  the 
world,  ta«xpofed  to  the  utmolt  contempt;  and  her  ex¬ 
cellent  majefty,  whom  not  only  all  AfUj  but  even  the 
whole  Reman  empire,  religion  fly  adore,  and  have  in  the 
higheft  honour,  mu  ft  of  needfity  be  degraded*  and  dif- 
robed  of  all  her  dignity  and  glory*  which  is  by  no  means 
to  be  born. 

28  And  when  the  artificers  heard  this  fubtile  in finua- 
ting  harangue,  which  was  calculated  to  fire  their  paffions, 
and  (trike  upon  alt  the  fprings  of  fu  perdition  and  felf- 
intereft,  under  pretence  of  religious  zeal,  they  were  fil¬ 
led  with  furious  indignation  a  gain  ft  the  apoftie  and  his 
doffrinc,  and  made  an  uproar  in  the  ftreets,  crying  out, 
in  a  clamorous  and  tumultuous  manner,  Let  Paul  fay 
never  fo  much  to  the  contrary,  we  will  Hand  up  for  tbe 
religion  of  our  country;  we  will  five  and  die  by  our 
celebrated  goddefs;  ami  her  magnificent  temple  ;  Great 
is  Diana  of  the  Ephtjtans !  She  is  a  goddefe  of  the  firft 
rank ;  none  (ball  be  fuffered  to  defpife  her* 

29  Dy  this  means  they  broke  all  peace  and  order,  and 
foon  threw  the  whole  city  into  confuGon,  terror,  and 
difmay  :  And  when  they  could  not  meet  with  Pair/,  they 
feizea  upon  two  of  his  brethren  and  companions  in 
journeying,  labours,  and  fufferings;  one  of  which  was 
Caius%  a  native  of  Tifjfafonicdp  the  metropolis  of  Mace* 
donioj  though  dcic  ended  from  a  family  of  Derbcy  [chap. 
xxt  4.)  and  the  other  was  Arijtarcbus  of  Thejj&lmica , 
who  afterwards  was  a  fellow-prifoner  with  Paufj  (£W* 
iv*  to*}  and  fo  both  of  them-  were  Macedonians :  The 
mob,  having  light  upon  thefe,  dragged  them  away,  as 
with  one  accord,  to  tbe  theatre,  to  reek  their  revenge 
upon  them  there  *,  where  public  games  were  wont  to 
be  celebrated  in  honour  of  Dianaf  and  criminals  ufed  to 
be  thrown  to  the  wild  beads. 


AM  vfim  30  And  when  tht  apoftie  would  have  courageoufly 
Paul  would  hare  ana  gencroully  ventured  into  the  theatre  among  tbe  en* 

people,  ttthe  nS^  people,  to  defend  his  noble  caufe,  and  bis  fiiffer- 


difciplc* 

N  6 

*  There  is  no  d<njbt  but  that  thi*  riotous 
snmpany  brought  Gains  and  Ariflanhut  to 
tbe  theatre;  to  atrafe  and  cvpofe  them,  ai  a 
public  fptAadcto  tbe  people;  and  It  b  high¬ 
ly  probable,  that  they  hoped  to  oblige  (hero 
to  fight  with  tbe  wild  beifh*  as  was  cuJfo- 
snary  ftw  criminal,  lode  tlioc,  nod,  as  it  (cemi 
bom  1  Ger*  av.  3a.  IW  hid  done  befoiE, 


mg 

T  6 

Jiad  Dr.  Ligbtfiet  thought  that  tbe  aportk’s 
having  been  prrierved  in  forot  wonderful 
manner,  when  he  vat  jet  to  corn  hate  with 
the  bnfls,  was  tbe  rtafbn  whf  tht  A fiarrhst 
w.  31.  had  a  rcfpeA  for  him,  and  diflna- 
ded  him  from  npofing  himldf  b  fiich  dan¬ 
gers  and  ntajes  again.  See  on  1  &r« 

XT,  M. 


Ch.  xix. 

b 

difttpEa  Affixed 
him  doU 


jt  And  cer¬ 
tain  of  the  chief 

x 

of  Ala,  vhtch 
were  hit  friends* 
4m  unto  him* 
defiring  Aim  that 
be  would  not  ad* 
venture  himfelf 
icug  the  theatre. 


ji  Keme  there¬ 
fore  cried  obc 
thing,  and  feme 
another;  for  (he 
lilcmliljr  wuooo* 
f  uled  ,  and  the 
niore  pari  knew 
sot  ^herciore 
jhey 
tygether 


were  come 


31  And  they 
drew  Alexander 
our  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  the  -jews 
potting  him  fiir- 
wjtA  And  Ale  it- 
indtr  hcchcnrd 
with  the  hand, 
and  would  hare 
made  his  defence 
unto  the  people. 


34  But  when 
(hey  knew  that 
her  was  a  Jew.  all 
with  one  voice* 

about 
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iog  friends*  and  to  expofe  himfelf  to  danger,  rather  than 
leave  .them  in  it,  the  Chriftian  converts  were  fo  tenderly 
concerned  for  his  fafety,  and  fo  apprehenfive  ef  the  ex¬ 
treme  hazard  of  this  attempt,  that  they  earocftly  diflua- 
ded  him,  arid  in  a  manner  forced  him  to  dtfift  from  it. 

31  Yea,  fome  of  the  AJusrtbi  themfelveg,  (A««pjp") 
who  weFe  not  only  the  chtief  rulers  of  AJia,  but  likewise 
had  the  direSion  and  ordering  of  the  theatre,  and  of 
the- games  that  were  celebrated  there,  in  honour  of  fJ/- 
ana,  and  the  reft  of  their  deities ;  even  fome  of  fhefe 
had  fnch  a  refpeft  and  kindneft  for  Paul}  that  they  pri¬ 
vately  fent  a  meflage  to  hint,  defiriag  that  he  would  .by 
no  means  run  the  rifle  of  going  into  the  theatre,  among 
fuch  an  exafpe rated  and  ungovernable  rabble,  who  would 

fcarcely  be  restrained,  by  all  their  authority,  from  the 
mod  outrageous  a£ts  of  violence. 

32  In  the  mean  while,  fo  great  was  the  hurry  and 
tumult  of  the  populace,  which,  by  this  time,  were 
increafed  to  a  prodigious  number,  that  fome  bellowed 
put  one  thing,  and  fome  another,  according  to  their  own 
prejudices  and  paflions fome  clamoured  again  ft  Paul, 
others  again  ft  tne  Jews,  and  others  againft  they  knew 
not  what :  For  the  vail  .multitude  *,  that  gathered  to¬ 
gether  on  this  occafion,  were  in  fuch  confuflon,  that 
inoft  of  them  could  not  tel]  what  was  the  reafon  of  their 
riOng. 

33  And  fome  of  them  laying  hold  on  a  man  of  note, 
whofe  name  wasf  Alexander,  they  Angled  him  out,  to 
call  him  to  an  account  ^  the  unbelieving  Jews  at  the 
fame  time  urging  him  to  declaim  againft  Paul,  and  ex- 
cufe  them,  who  were  likewife  in  danger  of  being  infult- 
ed  as  enemies  to  Diana .  Accordingly  Alexander  wa¬ 
ved  his  hand,  in  token  of  bis  deft  ring  file  nee,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  make  an  apology  to  the  people,  on  behalf  of 
himfelf  and  his  countrymen,  that  he  might  fereen  them, 
and  fix  the  odium  entirely  upon  Paul . 

34  But  when  the  heathen  Spiejians  perceived  that  he 
was  a  Jew,  who,  as  fuch,  was  a  declared  enemy  to  idol- 
worlbip,  they  all  roared  with  aloud  and  clamorous  cry, 


NOTES. 

*  The  word  (txxxwra)  ufed  hjre,  end  nr.  Pw/,  i  Tim.  iv,  14.  and  afterwards  turned 
39,  41.  for  a  rUaes  or  a  tavfitl  aflembjy,  is  a  poll  ate,  1  The  1. 19.  10.  anil  fo  was  a  fit 
that  which,  in  ibcrefigtiw  acceptation  of  it,  toot  for  the  Jem,  on  this  orrafioo,  as  his 
is  generally  trtuiflatcd  a  tburrb,  as  ttgnifVinga  own  drinQcr  wotild  intrafe  the  Kphefiamx- 
congregation  of  the  faithful,  that  afteroblc  gain  ft  Chrtftiinity,  and  be  himfelf  was  llroug- 
together  for  the  celchiatlon  of  gofpel-ordi-  Iy  inclined  to  fatten  an  odnnri  upon  Padre 
nances  of  wlhip,  and  the  eacedle  of  fpiij.  Ail-.l  the  Jem  might  hope  by  this  means  to 
tual  difcipltne.  gratify  tlieir  own  reftntments  again tt  Ahex- 

f  This  was  very  probably  At fz  sniff  the  mticr  himlclr,  in  lrin|ioj  bus  ulo  double 
copncrftnith,  who  was  a  warm  j  whizing  for  icreittg  Ch  (if  lias. 

Cbrittizn,  and  a  great  enemy  to  the  apoAlc 


2j6 


Tie 


Ch.  nt. 


about  the  fpace  of 
two  hour?,  cried 
out.  Great  if  Dl* 
tni  of  the  Ephc- 
JiuL 


And  when 

the  town- eh  rk 
had  appcafcd  the 
pcopbrj  he  faid, 
Tfc  meaof  Kphc* 
what  man  is 
there  that  know* 
rib  not  how  that 
the  city  of  the 
J£pl\eGin*  is  a 
merlhipptr  of  the 
great  goddef*  Di¬ 
ana,  and  of  the 
inwf*  which  fell 
do«a  fiom  Jnpi- 

ttr? 


Serrnfl  then 
that  ilidc  things 

Cannot  he  fpokeii 
egalnll,  yc  ought 
to  be  and 

to  do  nothing 
ralhly- 

3?  for  yc  ha^e 
brought  hither 
thefc  men,  which 
are  neither  rob¬ 
bers  of  chaphe*, 
nor  ytf  ttafphe- 

mcTs  of  year  god^ 


as  with  one  voice,  for about  two  hours  together,  taping, 
Away  with  the  Jews  and  fVja/,  and  all  their  religion  and 
parries:  We  are  for  the  ahtient  religion  of  our  country; 
Diana  is  our  venerable  deky ;  Great  is  this  famous  god* 
dels  of  the  Ephefians  l  Wje  own  and  honour  her,  and  are 
ready  to  Hand  by  her  with  our  lives  and  fortunes. 

35  At  length,  when  the  regifter  *,  or  preGdent  of  the 
theatrical  games,  had  reprieved  the  noify  tumult  of  the 
people,  he  made  a  pacifijck  fpeech  to  them,  faying  to 
the  following  purport,  O  ie  Ephefians,  fuffer  me  a  tittle 
to  reafon  with  you  about  thi^  unaccountable  riot;  What 
need  is  thereof  this  loud  {outcry  for  our  celebrated  god* 
defs  ?  Is  there  a  fingle  mjui  amongft  us,  who  does  not 
well  know,  that  the  inhabitants  of Ephefns  are  univerfal* 
ly  devout  worfhippers  of  opr  magnificent  goddefs  Dlanat 
and  that  the  city  itfelf  ts^by  its  charter,  concerned  to 
take  care  of  her  temple,  ajad  her  honour,  and  of  the  ve¬ 
nerable  image,  which,  ajs  tradition  tells  us,  was  not 
made  with  men’s  hands  f,  but  fell  down  immediately 
from  our  great  god  Jupiter  himfelf,  that  it  might  be  an 
unexceptionable  obje£k  of  our  adoration,  as  being  of 
higher  original  than  thofej  images  made  by  the  hands  of 
men,  which  Paul  dcclairajed  againft  as  no  gods  ?  And 
fo  all  that  be  bas  fald  do  hot  affc&  our  religious  regards 
to  her. 

36  Since  therefore  thefje  are  plain  points,  which  can* 
not  be  denied,  nor,  as  far  jas  I  hear,  have  ever  been  con¬ 
tradicted,  it  behoves  you  to  be  eafy,  and  ceafe  from  this 
uproar,  and  not  to  attempt  any  thing  precipitately,  and 
in  the  heat  of  pallion,  againft  perfons  from  whom  ye 
have  nothing  to  fear* 

37  For  as  to  thefc  two  men,  Gaius  and  Arijlarcbus, 
(ver,  29.)  whom  ye  have  {umultuoufly  feized,and  drag* 
ged  hither,  to  be  expofed  hnd  puniflied  ;  by  what  X  can 
learn,  they  have  offered  nd  violence  to  this,  or  any  other 
temple,  nor  facrilegioufly  Rolen  any  ofitstrcafures;  nor 
have  they  fpoke  opprobrifwfly,  or  indecently,  of  your 
Celebrated  goddefs  Diana,  nor  indeed  faid  any  thing  par¬ 
ticularly  again (1  her,  or  hqr  heavenly  image  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  whatever  they  may  have  faid  againlt  the  gods  that 
are  made  with  bands,  (vet,  2d.) 

38  If 

MOTE  S. 

f  The  t«Hge  of  Dima  n  fpoken  of  as  fr/U 
lag  dnvrt  fram  by  way  of  artful  mft- 

nuatioji,  as  if  u  were  not  1 vadr  v/isi  h*sfot 
and  were  not  of  that  fort  of  idols  which 
P**i  bad  faid  were  no  gods,  ver.  *<-  thoogL, 
ia  reJity,  be  abfriattty  condeioned  4 il  idol | 

km}  i chap*  xvii.  i, 


,  E  S, 

•  Thk  word  (ypXftaxTtuf)  here  rendered  +  The 
tffvn  citrky  properly  Unities  1  Jcritct  who, 
among  ibe  was  a  learned  nun,  expert 

|n  their  laws j  and*  am'tng  the  Rvxamsf  vas 
a  civil  nugiftratrof  pmiiderahle  note,  *n4  ii 
fuppafed  to  have  been  chief  governor  of  tli* 

fttfKRf  mm. 

J  1  .  'M  g"  11  *T  ^ 
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?t  Wherefore 
if  Dt  A$vins,  and 

the  craftfmeri 

which  are  with 
bio,  bin  a  mat¬ 
ter  agaluft  any 

miftf  ibc  htr  it 
Open*  and  there 
are  >dcpu‘tc« ;  let 
them  implead  one 

UOlbCTi 


30  Bat  If  ye 
inquire  ioy  thing 
concerting  other 

nutteri,  it  Aull 

be  determined  In 
a  lawful  aflcmbly. 


4o  For  we  arc 
in  d*tigrr  %t*  be 

t died  in  qQcftion 
for  ihit  day's  up- 
rnret  there  being 
no  caufe  v  hereby 
we  may  gift  an 
arcuunt  of  this 
concaurfe* 


4t  And,  when 
he  had  thru  fpo- 
ken,  he  difmiifcd 
the  aflcmbly. 


38  If  therefore  Dmetrius,  aod  other  Elverfmiths 
with  him,  that  have  fomented  this  difturbaace  for  pri* 
vate  ends  of  their  own,  are  really  aggrieved,  or  have 
matter  of  juft  complaint  againft  any  man  for  injuring 
their  trader  there  are  civil  court  days  frequently  kept 
for  hearing  fuch  caufes  \  or  if  they  have  criminal  mat¬ 
ters  to  lay  to  any  one's  charge,  there  are"  Procon/ttls9 
^v&vxffTTj}  *  who  are  the  proper  appointed  judges  10  try 
and  determine  about  them*  To  one  or  other  of  thefe 
contta  they  fhould  bring  their  a£Uon  in  a  legal  way,  in* 
Head  of  appealing  to  the  people  ;  and,  upon  hearing  tfie 
merits  of  the  caufe,  no  doubt  hut  juftice  will  be  done 
them. 

39  And  /*)  if  ye  have  any  queftiom  in  debate  among 
yourfelves  aoout  other  concerns,  of  a  public  and  reli¬ 
gious  natuie  that  affe£t  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
community,  or  the  honour  of  your  temple*  or  of  your 
goddefe,  they  ought  to  be  adjultcd,  not  in  a  tumultuous 
manner  by  the  populace,  but  in  fuch  a  regular  aflembly 
as  is  authorized  to  take  cognizance  of  them* 

40  For  truly  we  are  in  the  urnioft  danger  of  being 
called  to  a  ftricV  account,  and  fcverely  puniflieri,  by  our 
fuperiors,  for  the  feditious  and  riotous  proceedings  of 
this  day^  there  being  no  fufticUnt  reafon  to  be  all  edged 
in  j unification  or  excufe  of  this  tumultuous  affembly* 
and  of  its  outrageous  behaviour,  to  the  injury  of  feme 
perfons,  and  to  the  manifelt  terror  of  the  whole  city, 
and  giving  umbrage  to  the  government* 

41  And  haring  faid  thefe  things  to  footh  the  paffions 
and  awe  the  minds  of  the  people,  he  ordered  all  the  com¬ 
pany  to  difperfc  without  delay,  and  every  one  to  go  peace¬ 
ably  about  his  bufmeft,  and  to  his  own  home. 

recollections. 


How  glorious  is  the  clear  and  full  difpenfation  of  the  pofpeL  beyond  all  its 
dawning  undtr  J$hn  the  Baptift*%  mmifiry  t  And  though  its  facred  ordinance 
are  not  to  be  negledfed  ;  yet  how  much  better  is  it  In  be  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Chofl*  than  only  with  water  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jdus  How  worthy  is 
this  glorious  £3fpet  to  be  preached  with  all  bolditefs*  even  in  the  face  of  the 
jjmteft  oppofition?  But  if,  after  fair  trial,  any  perfifV  in  obftinptely  rcjrtfing 
and  fpeakingevil  of  the  only  way  of  falvation  by  Jcfu*  Chrift,  how  reasonable 
is  it  for  bis  fernnts  to  leave  them  to  Lhemfrlvcs,'  and  for  his  people  to  feparate 

from 


H  O 

#  There  was  properly  no  more  than  aac 
profon/ul  io  a  province  at  the  tame  time. 
Therefore  Tome  fupp&fe  the  meaning  of, 
t#ert  depnfut ,  or  ,  td  be,  rhat 

tnertflcwr  is  wanting  a  proconfol;  others, 
thu  the  prQffnful  and  hi*  tftpuii  are  here  in¬ 
duct  in  this  appellation;  and  others,  that 
the  DroeoofnUr  power  this  time,  r*- 

crriiai  hy  two  perioes,  irizr  Cdttr  anil  vtfrfof, 
the  emptroi  had  made  /rsrareferf, 


T  JL 

And  by  the  lavfftd  aflembly,  mentioned  in 
the  neat  verfc,  my  lie  meant  the  aiftinbty . 
of  thediffriftof  Kpbifuu  a*  liters  were  fcnrsl 
foch  in  Afuzf  that  were  to  jndjjc  of  political 
and  religions  ajTYirs,  fa  far  as  the  public  was 
alTcclcd  by  them ;  and  taking  things  in  this 
view,  there  is  a  beautiful  diftinftivn  and  gn- 
dal  win.  in  this  part  of  ihe  ftrcuN  r/tri%  fpctcb* 
See^fr  at  JSoyle’t  fcSt^e,  p. 

3eFr~3**' 
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from  them  I 'God  himfelf  will  own  the  wonj  of  his  grace;  and  thofe  that  are 
Faithful  to  him ;  thrir  numbers  fiial]  increftfc  by  the  cunwtion  of  finorrs,  that 
had  before  been  the  e  rest  eft  tools  and  Haves  of  Satan ;  and  they  fhalibe  eftabJiih* 
cd  in  the  frith  of  the  gofpd,  which  God  has  foaled  trith  farprizing  miracles. 
And,  O  how  plainly  are  miraculous  operations  to  be  diftingoiftied  from  alt  the 
juggle  of  forccrta ;  and  how  evidently  were  they  wrought  by  the  power  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  through  faith  in  him,  to  the  oonfufion  of  devils,  and  of  all  un¬ 
believers*  that  would  nroftitute  his  facred  name  to  their  own  vile  and  mercenary 
ends  !  In  the  iffuc  of  all  oontefts  with  the  powers  of  darknefr,  he  will  overcome* 
his  name  ihall  be  exalted*  and  the  people  filled  with  reverent  awe.  And  O  how 
excellent  are  the- workings  of  finccre  repentance  1  It  difeovera  itfelf  in  confeflhig 
and  abhorring,  in  aggravating  and  retnding  our  noft  gainful  and  beloved  fins* 
in  renouncing  all  means  of  promoting  them  i&  ourftlves  or  others*  and  in  prefer¬ 
ring  a  holy  liberty  in  Chrifti  to  all  the  ferricc  of  Satan*  that  God  in  all  things 
may  be  glorified.  Hut  carnal  and  worldly  minds  are  too  much  in  love  with  freu* 
lar  in  ter  efts,  to  turn  from  idols  to  God:  They  are  full  of  indignation,  and  make 
au  uproar  agaioft  the  truth,  and  its  preachers  and  profdTors,  under  pretence  of 
zeal  for  the  religion  of  their  country,  though  it  be  the  worfhipping  of  images, 
that  are  made  with  the  hands  of  men*  and  are  iudeedno  gods.  But  how  folft 
and  injurious  is  fnch  zeal  I  How  is  it  made  a  doke  for  private  felfiflj  deigns! 
How  rafhty  doth  it  run  into  riot  and  coxifufion,  and  bear  down  all  that  is  truly 
facred*  with  nolfe  and  clamour,  and  wild  imaginations,  for  want  of  arguments? 
How  ungovernable  and  ttnreafonable  is  its  fury  againft  perfons  that  are 
chargeable  with  no  crime  !  And  how  dreadful  is  Jt  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
mob  of  zealots  !  But  how  different  b  the  holy  zeal  of  thrift's  fervants,  whofe 
weapons  are  not  carnal  but  fpirituat,  and  mighty  through  God  !  They  only  teek 
the  dethroning  of  devils  and  alt  idols  from  men's  hearts,  but  offer  no  violence  to 
their  perifios,  or  their  religion;  they  raife  nomobs,  but  are  orderly  fubjcAs^ 
that  deferve  the  proteflion  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  whofe  office  it  is  to  keep  the 
peace:  And  as  they  are  often  wonderfully  preferred  by  providence  from  the 
rage  of  the  populace ;  fo  they  thcmfelvcs  are  deterred  from  inordinate  paffmns* 
practices,  and  outrage,  by  the  fear  of  God,  more  than  by  the  fear  of  men*  as 

knowing  that  they  muft  grve  a  ftrider  account  to  him  than  to  them* 

■ 


C  H  A  P.  XX. 

PHul  travels  through  Macedonia,  Greece,  and  Afia,  till  he  comet  tt 
Troas,  \ , — 6.  Preaches ,  and  admimflert  the  Lord’s  [upper,  and 
rai/et  Eutychus  from  the  dead  there,  7, — 12.  Sets  forward  from 
thence  in  hit  way  to  Jerufalem,  tilt  he  comet  to  Miletus,  13,-16. 
Sends  for  the  elders  of  Ephefus,  and  preaches  a  farewell  ferment 0 
them  there,  17,-35.  jSfmf  takes  a  fotemn  and  mojt  affectionate 
leave  of  them,  36,-38. 


tsxt.  Paraphrase. 

And»  *f,w  •**  Q  O  O  N  after  the  riot  made  by  Demetrius  and  other 
coicd^pad  Zil-  ^  Glvcrfmitha  were  fuppreffed,  the  apoftle  Paul  being 
«d  uoto  him  the  apprehendsc,  that  to  ftay  any  longer  at  Ephefus  might 
difciplq^  end  exafperate  them  afrefh,  and  espofe  not  only  himlelf,  but 

1  and'3^  Chriftians  there, 'to  further  danger,  called  the 
diliciples  together,  that  bad  been  convened  during  his 
abode  is  that  city  (  and  when  be  had  taken  his  leave  of 
them,  by  affectionately  fainting .  them,  and  w5 filing 
grace  and  peace  to  he  multiplied  to  them,  he,  accord- 


Cb.  xt 

and  deported  for 
to  ft)  into  Mxce* 


The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrased. 
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*  And  token 
he  had  (ooe  over 
tbofe  piTtij  wd 
had  pven  them 
modi  exkovu  - 
tion,  he  came  in¬ 
to  Greece, 


3  And  tbtrt 
abode  three 
month*  :  tnd 
when  the  lews 
Uid  wait  hrniiD, 
as  he  was  about 
to  fail  into  Sym, 
he  pwpoftd  to 
return  through 


4  And  there 
accompanied  bim 
into  Ada  So  pa¬ 
ter  of  Berea ;  end 
of  the  Thrfata- 
mans  f  Ariftar- 
thus  and  SecunS- 
it*  ;  and  Gaiofr  of 
Derbe,  and  TU 
mot  hens ;  and  of 
Alia  ,  Tychicus 
auJ  Trophimus, 


I  Tlwfe,  jo* 
lag  before,  tar¬ 
ried 


ing  to  bis  declared  intention, .  (cAa^.  xix.  21,-32.)  fol¬ 
lowed  Timqtbj  and  Erafius  into  Macedonia ,  that  be 
might  viGt  the  churches  which  he  bad  planted  in  that 
province,  and  receive  theic  coile&iohs  for  the  poor  faints 
at  jferufaiem-  (2  Cor.  viii,  1, — 6.  and  ix.  1, — j.) 

2  And  when  he  had  been  with  all  the  churches  in 
thole  parts,  and  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  with  them 
fererajly,  in  dire£Hng  their  faith  and  pta&ice,  worlhip 
and  difcipline  ;  in  exhorting  them  to  perfevere  with  pa¬ 
tience  and  ftedfaftnds  in  a  holy  profeffion  of  the  gofpcl, 
not  with  Handing  all  their  trials  and  fu  fieri  ngs  \  and  in 
fpeaking  the  mod  comfortable  and  encouraging  things 
to  them,  fnitable  to  their  circum  fiances  ;  he  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Acbaiat  or  GVrrffftriftly  fo  called. 

3  Here  he  fpent  a  quarter  of  a  year  among  the 
churches  of  that  province,  to  counfcl,  caution,  and  e- 
(lablifh  them  |  and  intended  to  have  gone  by  Tea  from 
thence  to  fome  port  in  Syriat  that  lay  dire£Uy  in  bis 
way  to  Jerusalem:  But  as  the  reftlefc  infidel  Jrwi,  ha¬ 
ving  failed  in  all  their  other  attempts  to  deftroy  bimr 
had  privately  contrived  to  way- lay  and  murder  him,  and 
to  rob  him  of  the  collections  of  money  he  was  entrulled 
with,  before  be  could  get  aboard;  when  he  under  flood 
this  be  altered  his  mind,  and,  to  difappeint  them, 
folved  ro  fetch  a  compafe,  and  return  through 
»w,  by  the  way  he  had  come  hither. 

4  And  this  route  to  Jerusalem  from  Macedonia  lying 
through  the  ieffer  Ajtat  Sopater  or  SoJipaiert  who  was 
a  kin  (man  of  Paufs,  ( Rom .  xvi.  21.)  and  a  mefTcnger  of 
the  Berean  church,  attended  him,  together  with  the 
writer  of  this  hiltory,  (fee  the  note  on  ver,  5.)  in. his 
journey  to-tbat  province :  But  (*)  the  mefiengers  of  o- 
ther churches,  that  were  deputed  to  go  with  him  to  Je* 
rufalem%  (1  Cor.  xvi.  3,  4.  and  2  Epift.  viii.  19.)  did 
not  keep  him  company  in  this  part  of  his  way  >  as  par¬ 
ticularly  Arifiarchusy  and  Sccundtts,  and  Caiust  who 
was  descended  from  a  family  of  Derbe,  and  the  beloved 
Timothy ,  which  were  mdTeugers  of  the  church  at  Tbef- 
faJonicat  and  Ticbicui  and  Trophimus ,  the  meflengers 
of  the  AJiatic  church  at  Ephe/us  *. 

5  All  thefc  letting  out  by  agreement  a  little  before 
the  apofilc,  and  us  f  who  accompanied  him,  went  to 

Treaty 

VOTES. 


re- 


Maceda 


*  The  Csm^ritlge  mimiicTipt  calls  thefc 
mdlenger*  KphtfUtis.  VuL  MUL  in  foe.  And 
Tn^btmtts  is  cal  led  a  ft  Kphefim r,  chip-  xxu  ap. 

f  Ln^,  the  writer  of  thu  had  not 

fpokc  of  himfelf  dt  one  of  'PawPs  company  till 
iifKc  they  were  fcrft  together  at  Xbwi 


and  FhzfifpL  where*  at  the  laft  oflhofe  dries, 
Ljiia  a itd  the  jdter  were  converted^  cbap< 
xvi- 1 1,  u,  &c.  It  Ifeeins  the  refuse*  ihu  tJiu 
evangel  ill  htf  continued,  by  the  apoftk’* 
direction,  10  wjier  the  churches  which  be 
had  pia-jicJ*  and  ftiU  further  to  propagate  eh* 

pfptl 
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tied  for  vs  at 
Trois* 


«  An^wc  fell¬ 
ed  away  from 
Philippi,  after  the 
day*  of  enliven¬ 
ed  brad  *  and 
came  unto  item 
to  Tms  in  five 
dap,  when  we 
•bode  ftven  days. 


7  A  ad  Upon 
the  tiril  day  of 
the  week*  when 
the  dUctptcseamc 
together  to  break 
bread  *  Panl 
preached  unto 
(hem*  ready  to 
depart  oo  the 
morrow,  ?&d  con-* 
thised  hlafpeecb 
Until  midnight* 


Tr&u,  to  give  notice  of,  and  prepare  the  way  for  hi* 
defign  of  following  them  ;  and  ther^  they  waited,  "with 
patience  and  hope,  for  our  arrival* 

6  And  when  we  had  took  (hipping  at  Philippi^  we 
failed  dowo  the  river  Strjmon  to  the  Mgtan  fea,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  time  of  the  paffovet ;  and,  in  a  voyage 
of  five  days*  got  1$onr  dear  brethren,  that  waited  for 
os  at  Troast  (vrr.  5*)  where  we  ftaid  feven  days  *  for 
an  opportunity  of  meeting  with  the  whole  church  at  the 
time  of  tbeir  Hated  aflVmbling  together,  according  to 
the  general  cuftom  of  New  'JVftament-ch  inches,  for  ©e* 
lebrating  the  ordinances  of  Chriftian  worfhip* 

7  And  when  upon  the  firit  day  of  the  week,  com* 
monly  called,  in  New  Teftament-ftile,  the  LcnTi  dajf 
(Rtv*  u  IO-)  which,  by  divine  authority,  tmder  apo* 
Itolick  diredion,  was  fet  apart  to  his  honour  and  femce, 

thefe  difciples  affembled  together  in  courfe,  for  all  a£ts 
of  public  worftip,  in  commemoration  of  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  Chriftj  and  of  the  eminent  dTufion  of  his  Spirit 
at  PtnUccJlt  on  that  day  of  the  week ;  and  particularly 
for  celebrating  the  Lord*a  fupper,  the  whole  of  which: 
ordinance  is  ofuaUy  eiprefled  by  breaking  of  bread,  in 
remembrance  of  his  death,  in  which  his  body  was  broken 
as  a  facrifice  for  fin,  and  fpiritual  food  was  prepared  for 
believing  fouls;  When,  1  fay,  the  believers  at  Troat 
were  affembled  for  thefe  religious  purpofee,  theapofUe 
Paul  delivered  an  excellent  fe/nicm  to  them,  relating  to 
evangelical  doQriues,  privileges,  and  dimes*,  and  be* 
ing  to  go  from  thence  on  the  morrow,  after  which  be 
might  never  fee  them  again,  he,  in  his  abundant  zeal 
for  the  glory  of  Chrift  and  their  edification,  continued 
bis  difcourfe  till  midnight. 

9  And 


N  O  ' 

gofpef  10  dtcle  purf;  arid  that  now,  on  (be 
■ptftteTVetari)  to  th at  neighbourhood,  they 
idef  together  again ;  and,  probably*  huh  *u 
olVe  of  the  tntmngfan  appointed  by  ihe  (horch 
it  FhiUptdi  or*  perhaps,  hy  the  common  con- 
fent  of  the  Macedonian  churches*  to  ittfnd 
Pant  vtih  their  comri&dUons  vb'JmfkhM* 
And  ever  afterwards  we  find  Mm  fpcafcing  of 
himfeif,  as  prefait  with  dhe  apoftle,  to  the 
end  of  this  biftoiyv 

*  .No  notice  is  taken  of  tbefe  ditcipTrs 
meeting*  or  of  the  apoftfe’t  preaching  to  them 
on  the  Jrunfit  ftbbath ;  and  !  think  do  fuffi- 
dent  rnion  can  be  given  for  ibis  account  of 
his  flaying  ftvea  dm*  till  the  return  of  the 
ftp  day  of  the  week*  or  of  their  (fleirf, 
svithont  being  called*  together  on  that  day 
for  religious  uFOrthip,  brU  on  the  ruppofitioa 

that  this  day  nos  fubfikuted  ia  the  too m  of 


the  jct}fxtb1  to  b  kept  holy  to  the  Lord- 
When  iherefort  the  apoftlc  went  at  other 
timer  into'  die  Jevjijb  iynagnguc*  on  tbdr 
febhath,  k  was  not*  as  I  apprehend,  from  a 
fenfe  of  obligation  to  obfcrve  that  day*  hot 
from  a  zealous  di/poftt  job  to  take  the  oppor* 
tnnky  of  fall  afiir.b!ia,  Is  he  (bmedmes  did 
of  the  great  concouHc  of  people  at  the  fefi* 
vrr  aod  FcsHtcflr  to  preach  to  Tews  $ 
fdytes*  £ot  £  cannot  find  orte  fnflfrnce'fri  dll 
the  New  Teftamenr  of  the  apoftle*  ever  call¬ 
ing  any  oik  ChriJH/in  church  together,  or  of 
thcir»*vcr  wtesirg  as  Inch,  on  the  fcvcnlh 
day ;  and  though  judj izi*g  ChrifUans*  and* 
perhaps*  foroe  others*  in  tendernefe  to  them*- 
might  obferve,  both  days  for  fnmc  time  i  yet 
Gtit/iftc hurebtt  conftan:  ly  kept  to  xhtfirjt 
day  of  the  week,  u  appears  from  t  Cor .  xvs- 
a-  E«c  tkp  u;i£  cn  Jthu  ix*  ad* 


Cli*  xx. 

I  And  .thm 
vere  10*117  light* 
In  the  '  upper* 

chamber,  where 
they  vcrcftthcp- 
cd  together. 


p  And  than 
fa  in  1  window 
a  certain  young 
man  named  Eu- 
tychut,  being  fal¬ 
len  into  a  deep 
deep ;  and,  tt 
Paul  vtt  long 
preaching ,  he 
funk  down  with 
fleept  and  fell 
down  from  the 
third  Loft,  and 
wit  taken  dp 
dead* 
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8  And  to  prevent  an y  imagination*  appearance*  or 
fcandalous  report  of  their  meeting  together  for  indecent 
practices  in  the  dark,  as  jrdl  as  for  rhe  convenience  of 
reading  and  turning  to  die  holy  feriptures,  there  were 
many  lamps,  or  candles*  to  enlighten  the  room  where 
they  were  aflembJed*  which  was  a  large  upper  chamber, 
or  garret ;  fuch  an  apartment  being  often  ufed  in  thofe 
days  for  religious  crcrcifes*  and  being  moll  private,  and 
fecure  from  furprizes  by  the  enemy.  * 

9  Among  this  company,  there  was  a  certain  youth, 
Eutjcbus  by  name*  who  fitting  in  the  window,  and 
nor  being  duly  rm prefled  with  what  he  heard,  nor  with 

.  a  reverence  or  God  in  his  worfhip,  fell  faft  afleep  :  And 
while  Paul)  being  much  enlarged  in  his  own  fpirit, 
lengthened  out  hi$  fermon  to  an  uncommon  degree, 
this  Eutychus  was  fo  entirely  overcome  with  Keep,  that 
he  fell  direftly  down  to  the  ground  from  the  open  win¬ 
dow  of  the  room,  which  was  three  (lories  high  ;  and, 
when  taken  up,  was  found  to  be  killed  on  the  fpot  by 
the  fall,  which  was  an  awful  irbuke  on  him,  and  a  loud 
warning  to  others,  to  take  heed  of  giving  way  to  finful 
d row  Griefs  in  the  worfhip  of  Cod. 

10  Bur  {*)  Paul *  to  (hew  how  tenderly  his  com  pa  f* 
Gon  was  moved*  and  to  give  an  eminent  and  endearing 
confirmation  of  the  gofpd*  which  he  then  was  preach* 
ing,  immediately  broke  off  his  difeourfe;  and,  running 
down  ftiirs,  ftretchcd  himfeif  upon  the  dead  corpfe,  as 
Elijah  and  Elijba  did*  one  on  the  body  of  rbe  widow  of 
Sarcpta't  fon,  (1  Kings  xvii*  21.)  ana  the  other  on  the 
body  of  the  fon  of  tbc  Shunamit r,  (2  Kings  iv.  3^) 
which  was  a  fignal  of  power  falling  down  from  heaven 
to  reftore  life :  And  when  he  had  affectionately  em¬ 
braced  the  young  man  in  his  arms,  and  prayed  over 
him*  he  feid  to  hU  friends,  and  the  relt  of  the  people. 
Do  not  hurry  yourfelves,  or  be  di  ft  re  fled  any  farther  at 
this  fad  providence  i  for  his  foul  is  now  come  into  him, 
and  he  is  alive  again.  (See  1  Kings  xvii.  21*  22.) 

n  Then  (Jt)  the  apoftlc*  returning  to  rhe  upper 
room  adminiftring  the  Lord's  fupper  to  the  church, 
u  himfeif  partaking  of  the  elements  with  them,  which  by 

and  talked  tTcmr  a  ^8urc»  that  puts  a  part  for  the  whole,  may  be  cxprcU 

while.  Jz d  by  his  taking  and  earing  bread ;  And  afterwards, 

having  entered  into  a  free  converfation  with 
tbim  about  their  fpirhual  concerns,  for  a  great  while 

longer, 

NOTE- 

*  Some  think  that  t he  ape  flic's  treating  bntton  of  which  the  difetpk;  emt  together. 
hreadt  aMd  eaiitg,  vzk  merdy  a  cammed  med  os  wc  arc  toul  bi  thefe  very  t:rui  of 
Inf  rcfnllnnent :  But  I  take  U  u>  relate  to  h\i  £rW,  v«*  7. 
advniDhhinr  the  Lord1*  fupntr,  for  the  eek- 

VcL.m,  ■  *  t  ^ 


to  And  Paul 
went  down,  and 
Ml  on  him,  and 
embracing  him  t 
ftid.  Trouble  not 
youridrei ;  for 
hi*  life  it  to  him. 


it  When  he 

therefore  war 
come  up  again, 
and  had  broken 
bread,  and  eaten. 
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loTl£  Mfhite*  even 
tttlbrcak  of  diy, 
ib  he  deputed. 

**  And  they 
bnittglmlieycung 
man  alive,  and 
wcicjioi  a  Huic 
cooifortcd* 


t}  And  we 
Kent  before  to 
(hipt  avid  failed 
unto  Alloc,  there 
intending  in  late 
in  Paul ;  for  fo 
faaiiheappQrpPcd, 
minding  huiiiclf 
to  gu 


14  And  when 
he  vet  with  us  at 
./Vflns,  we  took 
him  in,  and  came 
to  MicyLcnc, 


tj  Aivl  we  fail¬ 
ed  thence,  and 
came  the  next  day 

ovcr-agiinft  Chi¬ 
os;  and  the  next 
daj  we  arrived  at 
£auvu,  and  tar¬ 
ried  at  TrogyJlt' 
ued;  and  the  nc At 
ds3  wv-ramc  to 
Mdrtns. 


t  tf  For  Paul 
hint  Jeter  mined  to 
fail  bv  Ephefut, 
hetaufe  he  would 
not  fpend  the 
time  in  Alia : 
for  licivafhcd.  If  it 
were  pofHlde  for 
him,  to  be  at  Jeru- 

f;lcm  the  day  of 

Fentccoft. 


longer,  even  till  day-light,  he,  (***/)  in  a  manner  like 
himfclf, '  quite  friendly,  heavenly,  and  beneficial  to 
them,  at  length  took  his  leave  of  them. 

1 2  And  (bmc  of  the  congregation  brought  the  young 
man  Eutychtu  into  the  room,  that  they  might  all  be 
eye-witnefies  of  his  being  alive  and  welt,  notwith  Hand¬ 
ing  his  bruifcs  and  mortal  wound  by  the  fall;  and 
the  whole  afiembly  greatly  rejoiced,  and  were  confirmed 
in  the  faith  of  the  gofpel,  on  feeing  him  raifed  from  the 
dead  ;  whic\not  only  took  oft'  alloccafions  of  rafheen- 
liire,  as  though  the  judgments  of  God  had  come  upon 
them,  as  a  Toper ftitious  and  deluded  people,  but  was  a 
noble  teftimooy  of  his  owning  them  in  their  religious  ex- 
ertifes. 

13  After  all  this,  we,  who  were  of  Paul**  company, 
fitting  out  before  him*  took  (hipping;  and  in  a  coafting 
voyage  failed  to  a  neighbouring  town  called  Ajfos ,  a- 
nothcr  feaport  town  in  the  province  of  TVwjj,  where, 
by  agreement,  we  were  to  take  him  aboard :  For  fo  it 
was  ordered  among  us  before-hand,  (*»  <N«nr«y/»»*w)  be 
himfclf  choofing,  for  the  fake  of  a  little  retirement,  or 
(bme  other  realms,. to  travel  ro  that  place  on  foot  by  land. 

1 4  And  when  he  came  up  to  us  at  Ajfost  we  gladly 
took  him  into  the  veflel;  and  foon  after  arrived  at  JW- 
tjlenei  one  of  the  chief  cities  of  the  ifle  Ls/les,  feated 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  that  ifland,  about  feven  miles  diftant 
from  the  AJiatic  coaft. 

1 5  And  letting  (ail  from  thence,  we  the  next  day 
reached  as  far  as  over-againft  the  ifle  Chios,  another  con- 
fiderable  ifland,  about  four  leagues  oft  from  the  AJiatic 
coal!  in  th zMgean  fca :  And  the  day  after  that,  we  touched 
atSamor,  another  ifland  in  the  fame  Tea;  andthen  goingto, 
and  making  alhort  Aay  at  TrcgyUium>  a  harbour  in  a  pro¬ 
montory  on  the  continent  of  tbe  Ujfer  Afta*  over-agatnft, 
and  near  two  leagues  diftant  from  Samos  ^  we,  in  one 
day  more,  landed  at  Miletus^  a  fta-port in  that  province, 
which  lay  *  feveral  leagues  beyond  Epbrfae. 

16  For  Paid  thought  it  bed,  and  therefore  conclud¬ 
ed  in  his  own  mind,  not  to  call  at  EphefiiJt  where  his 
friends  might  be  urgent  to  detain  him,  bat  tnpafsh  in 
his  voyage,  that  he  might  not  wear  away  too  nmeh  of 
his  time  in  the  Ujfer  Afta ,  bepufe,  being  bound  for 
Jtrufalet n,  he  was  very  defiroiis  to  myke  all  convenient 
hafte,  that  if  poflible,  hy  t be  will  of  God,  he  might  get 
thither  before  the  fiift  day  of  Pcotscoft,  which  was  then 
drawing  on  apace  ;  and  fi>  might  not  only  have  an  op¬ 
portunity 


NOTE. 

*  Some  plica  MOttot  ibaat  thirty,  ui  othen  *b«t  fifty  miles  from  Efbe/ui 


Ch.sx» 
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tj  And  from 
Miletus  be  fro  no 
Ephefat,  and  call* 
ediheeUevvOftfae 
chuck 


i3  And  when 
they  vert  come  U> 
bin,  bcfalduDto 
them,  Ye  know, 
from  (hr  firlt  day 
that  I  came  Into 
Afiar  after  vfaic 
manner  I  have 
been  with  you  at 
all  feafons^ 


79  Serving  the 
Lord  with  all  h  ir- 
militf  of  mind, 
and  with  many 
tear*,  aad  temp* 
t;  lions  which  be- 

fd  tic  by  r he  ly* 
ing  in  wait  of  tho 
Jews  i 


porrarnty  of  paying  his  Chriftian  refp cGs,  and  giving  an 
account  of  fa  is  travels  and  facce&  to  the  church  there, 
but  alfo  of  trying  once  more  what  might  be  done,  thro* 
divine  grace,  among  the  unconverted  Jews  and  profe-* 
Iytes  at  that  time  of  general  concoutfe* 

17  But,  (<h)  in  faafte  as  he  was,  he  flopped  folong  at 
Afiiffust  as  to  fend  from  thence  to  Ephefust  to  desire 
tbofe  officers  of  that  large  church  to  come  and  give  him 
a  meeting  there  *,  who  fometimes  bear  the  title  of  eU 
deny  becaufe  they  are  tifnally  grave  ounifters,  of  m> 
ture  age  and  judgment;  and  at  others,  are  called  ovtr- 
fetts  or  biflKpSy  (wr*  20*)  becaufe  the  pafloral  care  o£ 
fuefa  churches,  as  they  are  peculiarly  related  to,  is  com* 

mttted  to  them.  - 

■ 

18  And  when  they  arrived,  he  addrefied  them  in  1 
fclemn  and  affectionate  fpeech,  to  the  following  c ffe&. 
My  dear  brethren  in  the  faith  and  fervice  of  the  gofpel, 
ye  yourfclms  very  well  know  how  I  have  behaved  among 
you  all  along,  on  ever  y  occafion,  and  in  the  variety  of 
circuntftance*  that  have  attended  me,  ever  ftnee  the  very 
firft  time  of  my  coming  to  preach  the  gofpcl  in  this 
country  of  the  (effcr  and  ye  cannot  but  be  thg- 
roughly  acquainted  with  my  trials  and  difficulties,  and 
with  the  manner  of  my  conduct,  particularly  toward 
.  you,  and  the  chutch  and  people  at  Epkefus,  the  metro¬ 
polis  of  that  country. 

19  Ye  have  been  eye  and  ear-witnefles,  and  mult 
needs  have  observed,  how  conftantly  I  have  laboured  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  promote  his  intereft  and 
glory,  not  with  haughtinefs,  oftentation,  aad  felf-ap- 
plaufe,  but  with  all  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs,  condo- 
icenlion  and  low  thoughts  of  myfelf,  under  a  fenfe  of 
my  owu  infufficiency  and  uriworthinefs,  and  even  with 
a  flow  of  tears,  at  times,  in  my  prayers  and  preaching, 
as  being  deeply  affe&ed  with  the  exceeding  and  abun¬ 
dant  grace  of  Cbrill  toward  me,  and  moved  with  the 
mod  touching  griefandcompafbon,  at  the  flupidicy  and 
perverfenefs,  iniquity  and  idolatry  of  the  people,  and  at 
the  fuffering  and  infirmities  of  fome,  and  diforders  of 
other  gofpel-profeflors ;  as  alfo  with  many  diftr  effing  af¬ 
flictions  and  perfecations  that  have  come  upon  myfelf. 


NO 

*  As  Ephefut  w»s  the  metropolis  of  etji* 
tie  !tfi,  and  the  apoftle  hid  (pent  about 
ihrfc  f  can  with  jpvatfiiccrJs  there,  chap*  xii? 
17*--— Tec  (he  note  on  chip.  xii.  10.  it 
may  well  be  lhppoied,  that  the  Ephtfiaa 
church  fi>  large,  as  to  require  more  paf- 
tott  (huMMMj  a«  thcr*  ya$n.  U k  dw- church 


T  F- 

«r  PhtGfpi,  ( Pnl .  L  r.)  to  take  the  overfigho 
of  it;  end  tilde  very  prrfons  (hat  are  hero 
called  t/Jtrs,  {rfttG are  flylcd 
fieri  or  iijbttit  ver*  a3.  which 

/hews  that  ineje  were  titles  of  the  famcin^ 
port,  to  figniiy  fiich  eiders,  a*  were  the  tnif 
bijbopt  of  the  Np*  T«ftaroeiH*cburcbftti 
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to  And  taw  t 
kepcbacknothing 
tbit  rent  pfofi<atile 
mnnvtu,  hoi  have 
ftsvrcd  you,  and 
have  uughc  you 
publicity  ,  and 
from  houft  to 
buirie. 


il  Tdltfying 
both  to 

and  Mi  to  the 
Orcfki,  rtpent- 

ancc  toward  God, 
and  faith  toward 
our  Lord  lefu* 

Chrift, 


it  And  no** 

bch*Mt1  go  bound 
Jo  iho  spirit  tv> 
Jeru&frm ,  not 

kjlOU'jO£ 


and  been  fore  trials  to  my  faith  and  patience,  by  means 
of  the  malicious  counfels,  contrivances,  and  attempts 
of  unbelieving  'Jews  again  ft  me. 

20  Te  like  wife  know  with  what  fimpl  icily  and  god¬ 
ly  fincerity,  and  not  as  thofe  that  corrupt  the  word  of 
God,  and  handle  it  deceitfully,  I  have  fulfilled  my  mi¬ 
ni  (fry  ;  infomuch  that,  notwithllanding  all  my  difficul¬ 
ties  and  difeouragements,  I  have  never  been  influenced 
by  fear  or  favour,  or  any  carnal  or  worldly  motives 
whatsoever,  to  conceal,  with -hold,  or  fhun- infilling  u- 
pon,  any  one  point  of  faith  or  pra&ice,  that  might  be 
for  the  good  and  edification  of  my  hearers  j  but  have 
freely  and  plainly  declared  the  whole  fell  erne  of  gofpel- 
truths  unto  you,  as  well  as  others,  and  have  faithfully 
in  ft  rutled  you  inro  them,  at  large,  in  feafonable  coun* 
fels,  cautions,  exhortations,  and  encouragements,  both 
publicly  in  all  religious  aflemblies,  and  privately  at  the 
feveral  houfes  that  I  have  referred  to. 

at  I  can  appeal  to  you,  that  in  all'  myminiftraitow  I 
have  bore  my  teftimony  for  Chrift,  in  word  and  deed, 
both  to  the  Jev/s,  and  even  to  the  moft  learned  among 
the  Gentiles :  This  I  have  done  with  the  greateft  earn  di¬ 
ne  fs  and  concern,  &  one  that  ft) a  11  winds  either  for  or 
againll  them  in  the  day  of  judgment  *,  and  1  have  There¬ 
in,  as  ye  know,  chiefly  infilled  on  two  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  and  comprehenfive  articles  of  ChrilUan  religion : 
One  is  the  nature  and  neceJHty  of  unfeigned  repentance 
toward  God,  which  Chrift  is  exalted  to  give,  and  which 
confifts  in  a  deep  and-  humbling Tenfe  of  the  evil,  mif- 
chief,  and  danger  of  all  fin,  and  of  all  its  aggravations, 
as  fin;  in  aii  ingenuous  forrow  and  fname  for  it ;  in 
utter  hatred  of  it,  and  hearty  refolutions,  by  divine 
grace,  again  ft  itj  and  in  turning  from  it  to  God  upon 
the  encouragements,  and  by  the  affi  (lance  of  his  free 
mercy,  through.  Jefus  Chrift,  as  manifefted  in  the  gof* 
pel :  And  the  other  grand  fubjeft  of  my  miniftry  has 
been,  the  nature  and  neceffity  of  Gncere  faith,  as  ter¬ 
minating  upon  the  perfon  and  mediation  of  Chrift* 

which  is  alfo  the  gift  of  God,  and  confifts  in  a  convin¬ 
ced  Uniter’s  cordially  a  flatting  to,  approving  of,  and 
embracing  the  gofpel-difcovery  of  pur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
as  the  only  fuitable,  divine,  and  all-fufficient  prophet, 
pridl,  and  king  of  the  church  $  and  in  receiving  and 

relying  on  him  alone,  and  on  the  rich  grace  of  God, 
through  his  merit  and  righi£oufne&,  for  pardon  at  fin, 
and  juftification,  and  for  a  whole  falvation. 

22  And  now,  behold  another  feene  of  labour  and  fuf- 

fe tings  lyes  before  me; I  am  going  to  Jirvfaktn,  being 

dir:  died 


CL  xx. 


The 


know* 
thing*  (Knt  fall 
Will  aw  that: 


13  Save  that 
tli t  HoW  Ghoft 
tfitnefTcxh  In  eve* 
ty  tltj,  ikying 
Thu  bonds  ami 
^iTliAion*  abide 
ne, 


14  But  none 
of  theft  things 
move  me;  neither 
count  I  ray  life 
dear  unco  rnyfelf* 

iotViit  1  nipt  t 

rilh  my  cowrie 
with  }uy,  and  the 
mmtftry  which  1 
have  received,  of 
the  l,cird  Jet  us, 
to  ttftify  the  gof* 
pci  of  the  grace 
of  God. 


tj  And  hflv, 
Tthold,  1  know 
tlm  ye  all,  among 
wlttm  I  tavegooe 
preaching  ,  the 

kingdom  of  God, 

ih-jlT  fire  my  fact 
no  more. 


directed  and  obliged  to  it,  by  in  wan]  fuggef- 

dons  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  coxTefpondenr  refoluciuns 
in  my  own  mind,  which  carry  the  nature  of  a  (acred 
bond  upon  me  to  comply  with  them ;  though  1  have  no 
revelation  of  what  particular  Cervices  and  troubles  the 
Lord  may  call  me  to  there,  or  what  the  final  iflue  of 
them  (hail  be,  a®  to  my  own  life,  or  death . 

23  Only  this  1  know  in  general,  that  the  divine  Spi¬ 
rit,  whofe  nature  is  holy,  and  who  is  the  fanettfier  of 
hit  people  and  fervants,  and  of  all -their  labours  and  tri¬ 
als,  has  pra&ically  witnefled  by  events  that  have  befal¬ 
len  me  in. many  cities  where  I  bare  hitherto  been,  and 
may  further  tell  me  by  infpired  prophets  i  n  various  cities 
through  which  I  pafs,  {(hap.  xxi.  4,  n.)  that  imptUon- 
ments,  bonds,  and  ill  ufage  arc  dill  to  attend  me  for  the 
fake  of  Chrift,  who  has  (aid  to  his  difctples,  In  the  wrU 
ye /ball  have  tribulation,  (Johnw'u  33.) 

24  But,  I  blefs  God,  I  am  not  in  the  leaffMi (hearten¬ 

ed,  difeouraged,  or  Ihaken  in  ray  refolutians  to  go.  on, 
through  bis  affiflance,  in  his  work,  by  any  prolped  of 
tbefe  terrors)  I  look  upon  .them  all  as  trifles,  and  make 
no  manner  of  account  of  them,  (vJ,r*f  krr°’  when 

they  (land  in  the  way  of  my  duty:  Nor  do  1  hold,  (** 
•A")  or  efteem  my  life  itfelf  (that  deareft  of  all  earthly 
enjoyments)  to  be  of  any  importance,  or  worth  faving, 
but  ftand  ready  to  refign  it,  whenever  my  Lord  pteafes, 
fo  that  1  may  but  end  my  days,  and  complete  my  ap¬ 
pointed  race  of  fervke  and  {offerings,  to  his  glory,  with 
fatisfedion  and  joy  to  my  own  and  others  fouls;  and; 
may  thoroughly  fulfil  that  holy  and  arduous,  honourable 
and  ufeful  miniftry,  which  I  nave  received  hy  the  com- 
mifllon,  and  which  I  exercife  by  the  gracious  furniture 
and  afiiftance  of  the  Lord  Jehu,  to  publifh  and  confirm, 
with  miraculous  and  fcriptural  evidence,  the  troth  and 
excellence  of  that  gofpel,  which  fprings  from,  and  is  the 
appointed  means  of  fetting  forth  and  communicating 
the  rich  and  fovereigo  grace  of  God,  to  die  eternal  fal* 
varion  of  immortal  foals. 

25  And  now  obferve  the  way  of  the  Lord,  for  enga¬ 
ging  your  diligence  in  his  work,  and  taking  off  your  de* 

Kendence  from  inUrumcnts,  and  fixing  it  cnrirciy  on 
imfdf;  I  am  veryfurc,  hy  the  intimations  he  has  given 
me,  that  however  he  may  difpofe  of  me,  none  of  you, 
my  dear  Ephejian  brethren,  will  ever  fee  me  again  up¬ 
on  earth :  May  we  alt  have  a  joyful  meeting  in  heaven ! 
This  then  is  the  very  lad  time  that  I  (hall  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  fpeaking  face  to  face  to  you,  among  whom 
1  have  fo  often  preached  the  gicat  Jottiiuc*,  privileges, 

and 
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if  Wherefore 

flake  jwj  tp  ic 
eordthL  dvy,  that 

1  &r?i  pure  fnjrn 

the  blood  of  all 
pi  co- 


%  y  For  I  hire 

aot  floored  to 
declare  you 

til  ibe  counfel  of 
God* 


%M  Tote  heed 

rbenfohp  uoro 

yoyifeKv^j  and  W 

fit  the  flock  juvec 
the  which  the 
]Hoty  Gholl  hath 
pvujc  you  over- 
to  feed  the 

church 


and  obligations,  pertaining  to  that  kingdom  which  God 
in  his  infinite  wifdom  and  grace  has  fet  up  in  this  world, 
am]  will  complete  in  all  its  biefiedoeb  and  glory  in  the 

world  to  come, 

2 <S  As  therefore  my  work  is  now  done  in  tbefe  pans, 

I  folcmnly  declare,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  darn 
appeal  to  youj  as  my  witnefles,  in  confidence  of  your 
being,  fo  at  the  final  judgment  j  and  I  may  call  this  part¬ 
ing  day  to  wiroefs,  that  I  have  been,  through  grace,  fiti- 
cerely  faithful  in  di  (charging  my  office  among  you  j  fo 
that  if  any  that  fat  under  my  miuiftry  perifti,  their  blood 
muft  be  upon  thdr  own  heads,  and  I  (halt  ft  and  clear  of 
the  ruin  of  their  fouls,  as  having  laid  before  them  the 
only  way  of  life  and  fai ration  hy  Jefiia  Chrift,  and  given 
them  fair  warning  of  the  danger  of  reje&ing  him 

through  unbelief,  and  pcrfifting  in  their  fins* 
xxxiii,  4,  g.) 

2j  For  as  I  have  preached  the  pure  gofpel  of  Chrift, 
without  mixture  of  human  inventions,  or  judaizingtra* 
dittons,  rites,  and  ceremonies  ;  fo  I  never,  from  a  de¬ 
fire  of  plea  fin g  fome,  or  fear  of  offending  others,  have 
knowingly  or  willingly  declined  a  plain  and  open  publii 
cation  to  you,  or  others,  of  any  patt  of  that  glorious 
couofel  of  Gcd,  concerning  the  falvation  of  loft  Goners, 
which  is  the  prpdud  of  his  eternal  wjfdom,  and  of  the 
good  pleafure  of  his  will,  and  which  he  has  now  reveal¬ 
ed  to  be  made  known  to  the  Ions  of  men. 

28  Let  me  therefore,  as  a  brother,  jnrreat  you,  and, 
as  a  father,  charge  yob,  in  the  name  and  prefcncc  of 
Chrift,  to  follow  my  example,  as  far  as  1  have  herein 
followed  him  :  Attend  diligently,  in  the  firft 

place,  to  the  Date  and  temper  of  your  own  fouls,  that 

*ihey  be  feafoned  with  grace,  and  governed  by  right  prjn-i 
triples  and  views ;  and  look  well  to  your  converfation, 
that  it  be  holy,  humbled,  and  unblameable,  as  becomes 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift ;  And  then  take  fpecial  care  of 
thofe  whom  your  Lord  regards  as  his  fpecial  property 
and  charge ;  and  who,'  like  (beep,  ought  to  be  meek  and 
patient,  in  often  five  and  ufeful,  fociable  and  loving  ia 
their  holy  communion  together  under  bis  authority,  and 
keeping  in  his  fold  ;  See  to  it,  that  none  of  them,  thro* 
your  neglect,  ever  fufferin  their  fpiritual  concerns, over 
whom  the  Holy  Ghoft  (**•«}  has  authoritatively  placed 
and  fettled  you,  as  (ww**.*#)  infpeQors,  watchmen,  and 
bifhops  of  their  fouls,  by  his  furniftiing  you  with  his  gifts 
and  graces  for  that  important  truft,  and  inclining  your 
hearts  to  it,  and  regularly  iovefting  you  in  it,  according 
to  the  dia-£tiops  of  his  word ;  lie  has  put  you  into  that 

laborious 


Ch. 


ctmrcb  of  Gpdt 

vfaieb  be  lutK 
U«oivn  Mood*  - 
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*p  for  I  know 

tbU,rha(  after  ftir 

deponing  ihaJl 
p^k-vims  wolves 
enter  In  among 
yon,  ocm  fpariflg 
the  dock. 


3*  Attbofyour 

ovitCdvet  ihaU 
men  arifc,  fpeak- 

i:*g  ptTYcrfc 
thing*,  10  draw 
kway  difd^lca  af¬ 
ter  them. 


31  Therefore 

Wtftcb 


laborious  and  honourable  office  for  this  very  end,  that 
ye,  like  paftors  after  bis  own  hearty  may  feed  his  people 
with  knowledge  and  undemanding*  (Jen  iii*  15.)  and 
may  exercife  good  dlfcipline  and  government  over  them, 
£ra>cauu*)  with  all  wifdom  and  diligence,  meeknefs  and 
faithfulnefe,  even  over  the  church,  of  which  Chrift,  the 
great  Shepherd,  who  is  the  true  and  living  God,  is  the 
fupreme  Head;  and  which  he  has  redeemed,  and  bought 

for  himfelf,  with  the  infinitely  valuable  price  of  his  pre¬ 
cious  blood,  which  was  really  his  own  blood,  with  as 
much,  yea,  more  propriety,  than  any  man’s  blood  can 
be  called  his  own  ;  becaufe  he  affiimed  the  human  na¬ 
ture  into  fo  clofe  an  union  with  the  divine,  as  to  make 
it  one  pcrfoQ  with  himfrif;  and  bad  an  abfolute  righr, 
originally  in  himfelf,  to  offer  it,  or  not,  as  an  atoning 
fieri fice  for  his  church,  according  to  the  good  pleafure 
of  his  own  will*  Let  therefore  no  pains  he  thought  too 
much  for  you  to  take,  not  only  in  looking  well  to  your- 
felves,  but  alfo  to  them*  And  ye  will  find  great  occa- 
fion  for  the  utmoft  diligence  herein* 

29  For  [  plainly  fore  fee,  by  the  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
that  afterl  have  left  you,  falfc  teachers,  feducers,  and 
perfecting  enemies  wilt  break  in  upon  ycu,  and,  un¬ 
der  various  pretences,  will  aft  the  part  of  terrible  wolves 
among  you,  will  rend  and  tear,  frighten,  worry,  and 
fcatter  Chrift’s  flieep,  and  do  their  mmoll  to  deflroy  their 
faith  and  hope,  omitting  no  means  to  accomplilh  their 
vile  deligns,  nor  forbearing  any  mi fc bid's  or  cruelties 
they  can, bring  upon  them* 

30  And  even  from  among  your  felves,  feme,  whom 
ye  now  have  a  good  opinion  of,  and  others,  that  may 
hereafter  incorporate  with  you,  will  rife  up  iu  op po (it ion 
to  tbe  fmiplietty  of  the  gofpel, .  uttering  corrupt  and 
dangerous  notions  to  pervert  it,  and,  by  their  plauGhle 
in  Donations,  to  nuke  divifions  among  the  difciples  of 
Chrift,  and  hring  them  over  to  their  own  pernicious  er¬ 
rors,  and  to  themfelves  *  as  heads  of  parries. 

31  Be  ye  therefore,  like  faithful  (hepherds  under 
Chrift,  the  more  watchful  over  the  flock;  (land  upon 
your  guard  again  ft  the  firlt  motions  of  thefe  evil  men, 
to  put  a  flop  to  them  ;  and  watch  the  firlt  ftaggerings 
of  the  folio  vers  of  the  Lamb,  to  preferve  and  fortify  them, 

and 


N  o 

*  TnfyiDCtf  of  this  kind  were  and 

Htrmeg&cSi  Hjwmaf,  and  Tiiif/w,  iTJpm. 
1.  ij.  and  ii,  n,  iS.  Tliefe  Wtf  of  Afti ; 
hrtook  the  spoflt^  nt«de  dirdple;  to 
f'Hrjs  and  io  their  own  corrupt  tenets, 


T  It. 

overthrew  the  faith  of  tome ;  and  fo  the  diu 
riple*  they  drew  airay  may  be  tUKkrltowl, 
cichciriifChnfl^prrifcfrcddtfopIc^vt^milh^y 
pcrvcrid,  or  of  diicip!es  which  they  inadv  to 
thetr  own  partita* 
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■■ 


3*  And  now, 

lirctbrcn^  I  com* 
mend  yon  toGod, 
and  to  the  word 
of  Ms  grace , 
which  is  able  to 
Vuild  you  up*  and 
to  give  yon  «n  in¬ 
heritance  among 
ail  (h  cm  a  hich  axe 
£*£i&cJ. 


I  hlTC  O 

wtrd  iv>  man'* 
filwrt  or  gold,  or 
■ppveh 


and  prevent  their  being  drawn  a  fide:  And  to  excite 
your  greater  care  and  vigilance*  reflefl  feriouflyupon 
the  pains  I  have  taken  to  cftablifli  the  gofpcl,  and  the 
minds  of  Ch rifles  difciples  io  it*  and  to  forewarn  and 
forearm  you  agamft  thefe  dangers;  how  for  the  (pace 
of  about  three  years  together*  (fee  the  note  on  chap* 
six*  10  )  I  perfifted  with  unwearied  application*  by  night 
and  by  day*  as  opportunities  offered*  to  caution  every 
one  againft  deceivers;  and  did  this  with  an  aking  heart* 
and  weeping  eyes*  left  they  (hould  make  fad  bavock  up* 
on  their  faith*  and  fo  my  labour  upon  fome  of  whom 
1  hoped  well  (hould  prove  to  he  in  vain* 

3a  And  now*  my  dear  brethren*  being  fenfible  that 
ye  need  better  light  and  a  (Eft  a  rices  from  above  than 
your  own  or  than  I  can  give  you*  for  a  due  di  (charge 
of  thefe  difficult  and  important  duties*  I  earneftly  re¬ 
commend  and  commit  you  to  the  favour  and  bleffing  of 
God,  and  of  the  eternal  Word,  who  is  God,  and  fufl  of 
grace  and  truth,  (John  i*  1*  14,)  that  ye  may  derive  all 
f:afonabIe  ftrength  and  guidance*  prefervauon  and  com¬ 
fort  from  the  Father*  through  the  Son  *  ;  and  I  refer 
you  to  his  holy  gofpel,  which  proceeds  from  his  free 
grace*  and  contains  all  needful  promifes  of  it*  and  ishifl 
appointed  means  of  conveying  ir,  that*  in  his  ftrength* 
ye  may  obferve,  and  act  according  to  his'  word*  as  your 
only  rule  and  ground  of  hope*  which,  in  the  nature  of 
means*  is  every  way  fufficient*  without  mixture  of  Jea>- 
ifb  rites*  or  human  inventions*  to  edify  and  eflablifh 
you*  and  carry  you  on  in  his  waytt,  till  at  length  he,  in 
the  great  nefs  of  his  mercy*  by  this  means*  (hall  conduit 
you  to*  and  put  you  in  full  poflVffion  of  the  inheritance 
which  he  has  appointed  to  his  children*  and  which  is  to 
be  enjoyed  by  all  thofe*  and  thole  only*  that  are  renew* 
cd  and  fa  notified  by  the  Holy  Gboft;  and  fo  fitted  for 
that  glorious  flare' of  perfect  purity  and  blefiedoefs* 

33  There  is  one  thing  more*  for  the  truth  of  which 
I  can  appeal  to  God  and  you,  and  would  have  you  re¬ 
member  as  an  anfwer  to  thofe  enemies  that  may  wrong¬ 
fully  accufe  me  of  fecular  views,  and  as  a  fpeeimen  of 
that  holy  <U  fin tere fled  ne6  that  ought  to  be  found  in  the 
faints  and  fervants  of  Chrift,  and  expe&ants  of  the  hea¬ 
venly  inheritance ;  I  mean*  that  I  have  not  been  de(i- 
rous,  like  the  fatfe  teachers*  of  heaping  up  riches*  or 
decking  the  body  with  fine  apparel*  or  even  of  furnilh- 


K  o 

*  lew?  ef  may  fipiify  ei¬ 

ther  tbc  jffl/y which  is  ib  ftiteri,  chap*  »iv* 
j-  or  tbt  Son  of  GoJy  who  it  often  called 
ITwJ,  and  i*  to  be  believed  in,  toeahrr  with 
the  fajitr,  Jq&m  juy.  and  ai  {ja  Jwapup} 


tng 

T  E. 

wivi  tr  Me  may  refer  to  Gcd*  (r®  Sm)  u 
wdi  at  to  (be  ivprd  of  bU  jw,  (ra  tk 
4*1^  l  hifc  endeavoured  to  toduds 
%li  thefe  ftofe  in  the  jhiraphnft* 
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It  Tea,  you 

roorfdm  know 
kirn  theft  hand* 
minKlreJ 
uqto  my  11 ccetfi~ 
tws,  and  to  them 
th.it  wen  with 
me* 


jf  IhivefUew- 
tri  yon  til  tiring*, 
how  that  io  w* 
homing  ye  ought 
to  fupport  the 
week ;  and  to 
remember  the 
words  of  the  Lord 
Jrfn*,ho«hefrid, 
1 1  U  more  bLUU 
la  jdve  than  to 

ruvivc. 


jtf  And  when 
he  had  tbnt  fpo- 
ken,  he  knocked 

down 


Ing  myfelf  with  proper  food  and  raiment,  at  another 
man’s  expence,  whether  of  bis  filver  or  gold  j  but;  like 
M ofiet  and ■  Samvel,  {Numb.  xvi.  1  j.  and  1  Sam.  xii. 
3, — 5.)  have  declined  every  thing  of  that  afpe£k. 

34  Nay,  on  the  contrary,  ye  yoarfelves  are  my  wit- 
nefles,  that  when  I  might  have  demanded  a  comfortable 
fubfifience  from  the- people,  I  was  fo  far  from  making 
ufc  of  thy  power  in  this  refped,  that,  rather  than  the 
gofpel  (hould  be  hindered,  tbefe  hands  0/  mine  have 
wrought  hard,  in  making  of  tents,  (chap,  xviii.  3.)  to 
earn  my  bread,  and  to  provide,  not  for  myfelf  only,  but 
alfo  for  my  friends  and  brethren  that  accompanied  me, 
and  had  not  opportunity  of  procuring  fuppiies  for  them- 
felves. 

35  Thus  by  example,  as  well  as  doQrine;  1  have  fee 
-  before  you  all  tbofe  things  that  I  thought  needful  to  di¬ 
rect  your  conduit,  together  with  your  preaching  $  and 
particularly,  have  fliown  you  how  it  becomes  you,,  as 
circumftanccs  and  occafions  require,  to  labour  with  your 
own'  hands,  as  !  have  done,  that  ye  may  not  only  pro* 
vide  for  yourfelves,  and  fo  take  off  the  prejudices  of 
weak  and  covetous  miods  againll  you,  as  if  ye  were 
mercenary  creatures,  that  make  a  gam  of  godlinefs;  but 
may  like  wife  be  capable  of  relieving  the  poor,  that  are 
fick  and  infirm,  and  unable  to  work  for  ihcmfelves.  And 
that  ye-  may  not  think  much  at  this,  ye  (hould  often  re¬ 
flet  on  a  memorable  Lying  of  the  Lord  Jcfas  himfelf*, 

namely,  that  It  is  mere  bteffed  to  give  than  to  receive  j 
meaning,  that  it  is  a  greater  happinets,  comfort,  and  ho* 
nour,  more  God -like,  and  acceptable  to  him,  and  derives 
a  more  fignal  bleffing  from  him,  to  do  good  in  ads  of 
charity  to  the  poor,  than  to  receive  benefactions  from  o- 
thers,  or  than  to  increafe  in  worldly  (fores. 

36  And  when  the  apoftle  had  finiflied  this  folemn, 
moving  dtfcourfe,  he,  to  give  them  a  parting  prayer,  as 
well  as  a  farewell  fermon,  fell  down  on  his  knees,  and, 
in  that  polturc  of  holy  reverence  and  humble  importu¬ 
nity,  poured  out  bis  earned  requefts  to  the  Lord  for  them 
all,  they  joining  with  him  therein,  that  they  might  be 

enabled 


NOTE.  • 

*  Borne  haw  thought  that  here  fa  a  refer-  by  immediate  teeetat'ion,  «  are  now  aJTa* 
cnee  to  what  Cfmft  (aid  in  fin though  in  red  that  Chiift  (poke  iiich  word*  as  theft; 
rfidbvnt  wonfa,  LvitW.  13,  *4.  anduvip*  but  had  not  the  ftcrcd  hiflorlan  recorded 
But  a*  they  are  Ciprcfdy  called  vorJt  of  Paul  i  recital  of  them,  we  (hould  never  have 
tlic  Lord  Jcfiu,  it  rather  fcetn*  that  thU  was  known,  with  certainty'*  any  thing  of  then  5 
a  faying  nftd  by  our  I^rd  on  fbtneneraGons,  finccortl  tradition  would  have  left  u$  as  much, 
and  familiarly  known  among  Iris  difciplei,  tv  the  dark  ahottt  this,  a*  about  thoufandiof 
though  omiltod  by  the  Evith^clifit  in  the  hif-  other  ftntences  that  were  (poke  by  our  Lo fd, 
tciry  of  hit  Jiftf,  ff  lb,  whether  ifcc  apoftle  but  wait  not  recorded  by  the  iafpited  pea* 

fcd  the  account  of  it  from  car-wftneflev,  or  men. 


450  Th*  Acts  ef  the  Apostles  paraphra/rd.  Ch,  it. 


down,  and  pray* 
«d  with  them  all 


37  AthS  they 

all  u/ept  Catty  and 
fed  on  FaiifY 
necfct  and  JUflVd 
him. 


jl  Sonwring 
moft  of  ail  far  the 
word*  which  he 
fpake,  th  at  they 

Ibold  tec  bis  her 
no  mutt.  And 
the?  accompani¬ 
ed  him  onto  the 
Ihip. 


enabled  by  his  grace  to  underftlnd,  receive,  and  prac¬ 
tice  the  good  counfel  that  had  been  given  them,  and 
might  be  directed  and  aflitited,  fa p ported  and  fuccecded 
in  all  their  way  and  work,  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the 
good  of  his  church,  and  that  they  themfelves,  and  all 
their  labours  might  be  accepted  of  him  in  Ch rift, 

37  Hereupon  they  all  burit  out  into  floods  of  tears* 
and  throwing  themfelves,  one  after  another,  on  Paufi 
neck,  with  hearts  full  of  tendernefs,  love,  and  grief,  they 
embraced  and  fainted  him,  in  the  moft  aiFe&ionatc  man¬ 
ner,  as  the  deareft  friends  ufe  to  do  at  parting. 

38  They  were  exceedingly  troubled  at  the  thoughts 
of  lofing  the  prefent  pie  afore  and  advantage  of  his  good 
company,  counfds,  and  numerations ;  but  were  moft 
abundantly  diftreiled  in  reflecting  on  the  words,  where¬ 
by  he  had  plainly  told  them,  {ven  2£<)  that  they  would 
never  fee  him  in  the  land  of  the  living  again.  And, 
like  fad  and  endeared  friends,  that  are  loth  to  part,  they 
attended  him  to  bis  embarkation,  {hewing  him  ail  the 
kind ne fs  and  refpefl  they  were  capable  of,  and  wiihing 
him  a  prosperous  voyage  by  the  will  of  God* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  mercy  ia  it  to  fee  the  fervanta-of  Chrift  get  fafe  through  the  uproars 
that  are  at  any  time  made  sgainft  them,  and  to  take  our  leave  of  them  in  peace. 
And  how  afte&iouatdv  and  rcligimdly  fhould  they  part  wifh  thar  Chriftian 
friends  and  brethren,  who  cannot  but  be  grieved  at  the  Jofe  of  their  edifying 
company  and  mini  ft  rations ;  especially  when  they  have  reafon  to  think  that  they 
ft  all  never  fee  their  feces  any  more  i  But  in  the  moft  afflictive  and  felfadenytng 
cafcs,  it  becomes  ua  to  fay,  The  will  of  the.  Lord  be  done  :  However,  fince  mi¬ 
ni  ft  era  mu  ft  die  as  well  as  other  men*  how  ready  (hould  we  be  to  accompany 
them*  a*  long  as  we  can,  in  their  far  vices  and  firiferiryge,  and  to  attend  their  holy 
rmniftrations,  efpectatly  on  the  Lord*sdaya,  which  are  divinely  fat  apart  for  the 
crlcbration  of  fecred  ordinances*  fuch  as  hearing  the  word,  breaking  of  bread, 
and  prayer  \  And  whenever  we  arc  engagd  in  religious  worlliip,  how  fhouid  we 
watch  a  £  ain  ft  drowtioefs  and  fteep,  left  we  meet  with  a  rebuke  like  Ejttjcknjf 
who  fall  down  dead,  though  God,  for  his  own  glory,  and  the  comfort  of  his 

£ople,  raffed  him  to  life  Again  i  How  indefatigable  was  the  great  apoftle  in  the 
vice  of  his  Lord  !  He  fomettmes  laboured  with  his  hands  to  flippy  his  own 
and  other's  wants,  as  knowing  tint  our  Saviour  himfelf  faid,  It  is  more  Ueffcd  to 
give  than  to  rtcrivc  ;  and  at  other  times  he  laid  himfclf  out,  by  night  and  by 
day,  for  connfaHing  and  cautioning,  eftablifliiog  and  building  up  believers,  and 
direfting  the  paftors  of  chinches,  as  well  as  for  the  converlion  of  Turners,  What 
an  excellent  pattern  has  he  fat  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  V  And  how  happy  is  it 
for  them  to  he  able,  with  a  good  confcienoe,  and  in  view  of  a  future  judgment, 
to  appeal  to  their  hearers*  as  wit  drifts  for  them  attbdr  finhl  parting!  With 
what  prayers  and  tears,  affectionate  concern  and  holy  zeal,  humility,  conde- 
feenfion,  and  contempt  of  this  world,  {hould  they,  like  this  great  apcftle.  fenre 
the  Lord  Jcfus*  anridft  the  various  trials  that  befal  them  i  With  what  unbiaflfed 
and  difintcrefted  f&Uhfulmrb  and  plaintiffs  fhoufd  they  declare  the  whole  co<mfel 
of  God,  infilling  cfpcciatfy  on  the  moft  ncccflary  and  pradical  parts  of  it,  fuch 
ns  faith  and  repentance,  that  the  guilt  of  fouls  that  perifh  may  be  chargeable  op* 
on  their  own  ftupidiry  and  obftinacy,  and  not  oh  any  partiality  or  ncgled  of  thole 
that  ouaiftred  to  them  i  Aiitl  liow  cbearfully  Humid  they  follow  the  foot  Heps  of 

.  Providence 


Ch.  ill  Tbt  Act?  cf  the  Apostles  paraphrefri.  25 1 

Providence  m  their  mmiftrttioift,  whatever  danger#  it  may  expoft  than  to  1 
They  fhould  expert  furftrin^  for  the  Jake  of  Cbrift,  and  even  dcfptft  their  own 
lives,  in  compariibik  with  finKhiag  their  courie  with  joy*  and  fulfilling  the  truft 
which  Chrift  has  committed  to  them,  for  fettieig  forth  the  excellencies  or  the  gof- 
pcl  of  the  grace  of  God.  G  with  what  diligence  Jhould  they  look  to  themfctvcsi 
and  to  the  church  of  the  dear  Saviour,  who  is  God*  and  by  bis  own  infinitely 
dignified  Mood  has  purchased  il  for  birofclf !  How,  in  love  and  duty  to  him*  and 
to  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  has  made  them  overfeers,  fhoukl  they  feed  his  people 
with  found  doAri1*?,  and  watch  over  them  in  the  Lord,  that  neither  fecret  iu*r 
open  enemies  may  feduce  itiy  of  them  ! .  But,  alas,  who  is  Efficient  for  theft 
things !  And  whnt  need  have  patters*  as  well  as  thrir  flocks,  to  be  recommend* 
ed  by  prayer,  and  to  commit  themfelves  by  faith  to  Chrift  and  to  the  power  and 
pri^mifes  of  God  through  him,  to  cany  them  on  with  an  inertafe  of  gins,  graces, 
and  fuccefs,  and  to  give  them  a  free  juimiffron  at  lift  to  the  eternal  inheritance* 
which  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  none  but  holy  fouls ! 


CHAP.  XXI. 

■ 

Paul  fet s  fail  with  bis  company  from  Miletus*  and  pajfiss  by  feveted 
plates  in  bis  way  to  Cefarea,  l  ,—7,  There  they  ledge  at  Philip 
the  evangclijPs  boufe^  and  travel  on  foot  from  t hence  to  jerafalem, 
votwithfianding  the  remonfirancest  that*  upon  Agabus'r  prophecy  of 
Ym\*$  f\(ffierihgsy  were  made  againft  it*  8,-17*  He  faJutes  his  bre - 
thren  there  >  and*  at  their  per/wafton,  purifies  himfilf  according  to 
the  Iawy  in  etndsfeenfion  to  the  prejudice ,  of  the  Jews,  18,—  26, 
7 ‘he  Afia'  ic  Jews,  feeing  him  in  the  temple*  cry  out  furioujly*  and 
incenfe  the  people  againfi  him*  who  violently  feize  him  as  a  criminal* 
27, — 30*  He  narrowly  ef capes  with  his  tifey  by  the  ajjifiance  of  the 
chief  captain p  who  refeues  him  out  of  their  hands*  and  gives  him  /i* 
betty  to  /peak  in  his  own  defence*  31, — 40* 


Trxt. 

AND  it cameco 
pafs,  1  h*t  if. 

ter  ur«  Kttie  got¬ 
ten  froro  them, 
had  Unchi'd, 
vc  cuno  «tth  a 
ft  njght  courfe 
unto  Cno*,  an4 
the  dap  following 

uicq  Rtiodcc,  and 
from  thence  unto 


Paraphrase* 

WHEN  Paul)  and  thofe  of  us  who  were  of  his  com* 
pany,  had  got  away  with  much  ado,  (**9***r$i*wJ 
like  perfons  dragged  with  violence,  from  our  dear  Ephe- 
ftan  friends,  who  were  loth  to  part  with  us,  and  we 
with  them,  we  put  off  to  fea  $  and,  by  the  favour  of 
Providence,  failed  directly  in  a  profperous  voyage  to 
CooSf  an  ifland  in  the  Mgecn  fea,  famous  for  the  temple 
of  Efculapius  and  Juno;  and,  the  day  after  that,  we 
arrived  at  another  ifland,  called  Rhodes*  greatly  renown*- 
cd  for  the  Cehfjus ,  or  huge  ftatuc  of  brafs,  which  was 
crcfted  to  the  honour  of  the  fun  *  was  fevrnty  cubits 
high,  and  ftood  aftride  over  the  mouth  of  the  hafbour, 
in  which  the  fhips  failed  between  its  legs,  and  was 
reckoned  one  of  the  feven  wonders  of  the  world ;  and 
from  thence  we  failed  to  Patarat  the  metropolis  and 


%  And,  find¬ 
ing  a  fhtp  Ailing 
nwr  unto  pheni* 
ria,  vre  wttit  t- 

b&zxi 


chief  port  of  Lycia.  __  ^ 

a  And  there  happily  meeting  with  a  {hip  that  wa# 

bound  for  Srrephctniciat  wc  went  aboard  her,  and  fet 

forward 
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board,  ud  fe  l 
forth* 

3  Kpw  ttbeti 
ve  had  dif  covered 
Cyprus,  we  left  it 
on  the  left  hind, 
and  failed  into 

and  land* 
ed  at  Tyre;  for 
there  the  fhip  vat 
tp  unlade  h«  bur¬ 
den- 

4  And  finding 
dilciplrt*  we  tar* 
tied  there  (even 
days:  vho  tVwl to 
Paul,  through  the 
fpirir,  that  he 
Ihculd  nnt  go  up 
lo  Jeruidlenj. 


forward  for  that  country,  which  lay  dirt£Uy  in  our  way 
to  Jtnifalem* 

3  Now  when  we  came  within  fight  of  Cyprus  y  which 
lay  out  of  our  road  toward  the  north,  we  pitied  that 
ifland,  leaving  it  at  fome  diftance  on  our  left  hand,  and 
made  the  befit  of  our  way  for  Syria ;  and  at  length  reach* 
ing  Tyre*  the  chief  port' and  city  of  Phoenicia*  a  pro¬ 
vince  of  Syria i  we  wemafhore  :  For  there  the  veflei  we 
failed  in  was  to  deliver  up  her  cargo* 

4  And  there  being  at  this  city  a  company  of  believers 
in  Chrift,  we  found  them  out  and  vi fired  them  j  and  as 
they  were  extremely  defirous  of  our  flaying  with  them, 
and  we,  being  now  landed  on  the  borders  of  Canaan , 
coiild  eafily  get  to  Jehifakm  by  the  time  that  thcapoftle 
had  prefixed,  we  continued  there  a  whole  week,  that 
we  might  fpeod  a  Lord's  day  with  them,  (fee  the  note 
on  chap^xx*  6*). as  well  as  improve  opportunities  on  o* 
ther  days,  for  mot  ml  edification  and  confuted  on :  And 
while  wc  were  there,  fome  of  them,  who  were  endued 


with  extraordinary  gifts,  told  Pauly  by  an  immediate 
fuggeftion  of  the  Spirit,  that  unlcfs  he  would  expofe 
himfelf  to  the  utmofl  danger  of  his  life,  he  muft  not 
purfue  his  journey  to  JerufaUm  *,  becaufe  great  troubles 
would  befal  him,  in  cafe  of  bis  going  thither* 

$  And  when  5  Hut  (Ji)  not  being  terrified  at  the  thoughts  of  the 

adverfaries  which  be  might  meet  with,  and  whofe  mif- 
wc  de parted,  ui4  chicvous  attempts  again  ft  him  God  could  over-rule  for 
wem  our  wajfj  his  own  glory,  and  the  furtherance  of  thegcfpel;  and 

frnugbt^M  on  tnowinK  in  himfelf,  by  che  HoIyGhofl,  that  bond* 
our  way,  with  and  afflictions  were  to  attend  him  in  the  difeharge  of 
we*  and  chil-  his  duty,  {(hap,  xx<  13*)  he  would  by  no  means  be  dif- 

fuaded  from  his  important  defign  j  and  fo,  when  the 
and  feven  days  were  expired,  we  fet  out,  and  went  to  the 
fea-fide,  all  the  brethren  of  Tyre  accompanying  us 
with  great  affection  and  reTpcCk  f>  and  honouring  us 
with  prefencs,  and  bringing  tbdr wives  and  children  a- 
long  with  them,  tilt  we  got  oat  of  the  city,  that  they 
all  might  learn  to  reverence  the  faithful  fervanu  of 
Ohrid,  and  might  have  the  benefit  of  their  inftruQiona 
and  prayers ;  And  when  we  came  to  the  fliorc,  the 

whole 


NOTE. 

*  A>  when  God  told  David,  1  Sam.  xiiii.  their  ahondut  aflcOUia  to  him,  mid  ooit> 
ix.  that  the  men  of  Kdkb  would  deliver  him  cm  for  hi*  Jafety ,  would  hare  dilTuuikd  him 
up  to  SfiaJy  Ddui  endetftood  it  to  he,  on  from  gtung  thither ■ 

inppQfitkm  that  he  fhould  It  ay  io  faUab,  and  f  Uk  highly  probable*  that  they  gave  pre* 
therefore  went  from  (hence,  and  cteaptd  firntf  to  the  apottk  and  hi*  company  at  pwt- 
SattP*  rage  :  do  thefc  difciples  teemed  to  un-  ing,  as  thdr  friends  at  MfUta  or  Malta  did* 
and  their  prophetic  impulte  to  be  an  in-  chap.  vzvuL  io.  And  U  it  thought  by  fame 
tlmatlon  from  the  Spirit*  that  Paa/,  if  he  that  this  vat  a  fulfilment  of  the  prophey, 
were  Jh  minded,  mighr  avoid  hi*  danger,  by  Pf  iA  seta  n*  that  tfo  if  TyrcJ&ov^ 

hot  ’ going  to  Jcrufdkrai  and  therefore,  in  tt  there  a  yif(m 
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tai  vc  kneeled 

down  on  the 

■ 

Jhurt  gad  prayed. 


C  And  whco 

we  had  taken  oar 
Inve  one  of  an a* 
(her, we  took  (hip: 
aad  they  ret  or  o«l 
home  again. 

?  And  when 
vc  had  finiOud 
totr  toarfc  from 
Tyre,  wc  came  to 

Ptolrmais^adfa* 
luted  thebretiicn, 
add  abode  with 
then  dim  dgy. 


ft  And  the  next 
<ky  we  that  were 
of  haul's  com  pa- 


whole  company  kneeled  down  with  great  folemmty  upon 
it,  and  joined  with  the  apoille  in  humble  addreifcs  to 
the  throne  of  gTace  for  the  fpecial  prefence  and  blefling 
of  God  to  be  with  tbofe  of  us  chat  were  upon  our  jour* 
ney,  and  with  thofe  that  we  were  to  leave  behind  us. 

6  And  when  we  had  affe&ionateiy  embraced  and  fa¬ 
inted  one  another  in  a  Chriftian  manner,  our  company 
went  a  Hup-board,  for  a  coafting  voyage ;  and  the  Ty¬ 
rian  brethren,  with  their  wives  and  children,  returned 
to  their  own  homes,  that  they  and  their  houfes  might 
ferve  the  Lord. 

7  And  after,  through  the  good  hand  of  our  God  up¬ 

on  us,  we  had  finifhed  our  patiage  by  fca  from  Tyre, 
we  landed  at  P totem  ais,  a  city  of  Galilee  ;  and  paying 
our  refpeds  in  the  ufual  forms  of  religious  frtcndlhip 
to  the  Chriftian  brethren  there,  we  ftaid  with  them  one 
day  only,  to  tell  them  what  great  things  the  Lord  had 
done  by  Pant s  miniitry  }  and  to  Inquire  how  the  good 
work  went  on  among  them  ;  as  alfo  to  give  them  fui- 
table  inftru£tions  and  exhortations,  for  their  caution, 
encouragement,  and  comfort.  > 

8  And  on  the  morrow,  we,  who  were  PavT s  atten¬ 
dants,  went  with  him  from  that  city,  and  proceeded  by 


nr  departed,  and  ]and  to  Cefarea  in  Palefline,  where  the  firft  converts 

mT and°we en-  wcrc  ttiadt  from  among  the  profelytes  of  the  gate} 
tered  loro  tb«  (chap*  x.)  and  going  into  the  houfe  of  Philip,  we  took 
boule  of  Philip  0p  our  quarters  with  him,  who  was  both  an  evsmgelift, 

(which  of  and  onc  of  the  feven  fir  (l  deacons  that  had  been  chofeii 
th«  fcvn,)  and  by  the  church  at'  Jervfatem ,  (chap.  vi.  j.)  atrd  who 
abode  wiib  him-  came  to  this  city  foon  after  his  preaching  Chrift  had 

been  eminently  blefled  to  the  converfion  of  the  Soma * 
rilans,  and  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch,  (chap,  vtii.  5,  6, 
35, — "4°-)  *ttd  row  reftded  here. 

niM^hld1*  twr  ^  "^is  ^amous  man  had  four  daughters,  who  had 
Amgbten,  vir  -  pteferved  their  chaflity  in  an  unmarried  date,  and  were 
Kins,  which  did  endued  with  the  fpint  of  prophecy  for  underftanding 
fnophefy.  the  feriptures  of  the  the  Old  Teftament,  and  for  fore- 

■  telling  future  events,  in  further  accomplilhment  of  the 
memorable  prediction  of  Joel,  before-mentioned.  (Chap, 

»-  *7-) 

10  And  u««  10  And  while  we  continued  at  this' city,  where  we 

fpenc  a  con  fide  table  time  in  converiing  with  our  Chrif- 
dotii  from  **an  friends  about  the  things  of  God,  and  in  other  religi- 

u  certain  prnpiwt  qus  exerdfes,  a  certain  prophet  came  down  thither  from 
named  Again*.  Judea,  whofc  name  was  Agahai,  and  who  fome  years 

.before  had  foretold  the  great  famine  which  afterwards 
came  to  pafs.  (Chap,  vi.  23.) 


*54 

it  And  when 
he  was  fume  unto 
iu  he  look  Paul's 
girdle*  and  bound 
bis  ovn  hand* 
ami  feet,  and  faid» 
Thus  fctrh  the 
Hot?  Oh#ftf  So 
tut)  the  Jews  at 
laufeitin  bind 
the  men  that  own 
«vh  this  girdle, 
*nd  Dull  deliver 


OcttJaics. 


x  And,  when 
hcvd  theft, 
thing*,  both  wt, 
Md  tbe;  of  that 
phet  y  befooght 
him  not  to  go  Up 
to  Jcjufalcai. 


1 1  Then  Paul 

anfwered*  What 
jQctD  yt  to  veep, 
and  to  break 
bum  heart?  fori 


7U  Acts  cf  the  ApostIES  paraphrafid  Ct.nl 

1 1  This  infpirett  mim  coming  into  our  company,  and 
feeing  the  belt  with  which  Paul  ufed  to  gird  uji  bis 
long  garments  about  his  loins  in  travelling,  took  it  up* 
and,  by  way  of  prophetic  Ggn  *,  bound  his  own  hands 
arid  feet  with  it,  after  the  manner  that  malefactors  were 
wont  to  be  bound  when  they  were  apprehended ;  an<(j 
to  interpret  the  meaning  of  this  Ggoificint  aflion,  he 
Grid,  The  Holy  Ghoft,  by  whofc  immediate  fuggefUon 
I  now  fpeak»  afTures  me  that,  when  the  owner  of  this 
girdle  arrives  at  Jrntjalemt  the  Jrws  there  will  certain¬ 
ly  occafion  bis  being  bound  Ukc  a  criminal,  (i rer*  3J* 
and  chap.  xxii.  25.)  as  I  have  now  bound  my  hands  and 
feet  iu  your  fight  j  and  will  give  him  up  to  the  power 
of  the  Romanst  to  abufe  hint!  as  they  did  his  great 
Lord  and  Matter  himfeif.  (Matth.  xx.  19.) 

12  And  when  we  heard  him  fpezt  fo  peremptorily  of 
the  '  terrible  things  that  would  befal  the  a  pottle*  we, 
who  were  of  his  company*  and  the  difciples  of  that 
city*  together  with  us*  were  fo  deeply  affe&ed  at  it* 
and  fo  tenderly  concerned  for  his  liberty,  cafe,  and 
fafety,that  we  all  joined  in  earneftly  begging  of  him, 
even  with  tears  in  our  eyes*  (vcr.  13.)  that  he  would 
by  no  means  think  of  purfuing  his  journey  to  Jirufalm, 
and  run  a  life,  fo  important  as  his*  into  unavoidable 
danger  there, 

13  But  (*)  Paul  replied,  with  great*  prefer ce  of 
mind*  with  a  noble  fortitude  of  fpmr,  and  with  a  good 
degree  of  generous  warmth  and  holy  refentment,  as  our 
Lord  did  to  Peter  when  he  would  have  diJTuaded  him 
from  His  fufferings,  (Matth.  xvi.  23-)  What  are  ye  *- 
doing?  or  what  would  ye  be  at,  my  dear  friends  and 
brethren*  while  ye  thus  lament,  and  cry*  and  remon- 
ftratc  againft  the  will  of  God*  and  a) mutt  overwhelm 
my  foul  with  grief,  to  fee  the  tinwoufnefs,  weaknefs, 

and  carnality  of  your  temper,  together  with  your  fond 
affe&ion  for  me  >  and  to  think  how  ye  would  throw 
temptations,  in ‘my  way,  to  (tagger  my  courage  and  re- 
foltitioti  in  the  eaufe  of  CHrift,  and  how  impoffible  it 
is  to  acquit  myfelf  to  God*  and  my  own  confcience* 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  oblige  you  ?  Tor,  though  I 
heartily  love  you*  and  fliould  ho  willing,  if  the  Lord 

fee 

T  £. 


am 


N  O 

•  Agibxsy  it  ftemi,  6rft  bound  his  hands, 

and  wards  looiiog  them,  bound  bis  Ret 
with  Pouf *  girdle,  in  an  emblem  arical 
to  imprc&  the  fpdbton  iwich  i  moving  ft  aft 
flf  the  id  treatment  the  apoftk  would  meet 
with,  which  was  prophetic* Ilf  represented 
bf  thatt&ion,  in  lie  man ner  is  Ifirak  was 
ordered  to  walk  naked  and  bertfw*  far  a  f*n 


and  vteaitr  upon  Egypt  Ethiopia,  to  in* 
tirovtc  their  apt  Way  by  the  A$yr\ant  (1ft* 
xjt*  3*  )  and  as  Jtrtmieh  ww  ordered  to 

pvt  bends  and  j ttrhct  vfitn  bit  **ckf  to  figriff 
that  the  king*  of  Mcabf  be.  Avon  Id  he 

brought  into  ftbje^Hott  to  (be  king  of 
(Jer*  xxytfi,  <re.) 
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am  ready  not  to 
be  bound  only* 
but  alfo  ro  die  at 
Jtrnftlcm  for  the 
pameof  the  Loid 
Jciiu. 


t4  And  when 
he  would  doc  be 
pch'uaikd  ,  wc 
ccafcd ,  faying  1 
The  will  of  I  be 
Lord  be  done* 


15  And  after 

thofe  days  we 
took  op  our  car- 
ftogra,  and  went 

up  to  JcmUkin, 


id  There v/ent 
with  us  alio  frr* 

I  b 

ten  of  1  he  difri- 
pics  of  Cdarea, 
and  brought  with 
i^di  one  Mosfbn 
of  Cyprus,  aa 
old  dt  (triple,  with 
whom  we  Ihould 
odge. 


17  And  when 

we  conw  to 
Jei-uGileai  7  the 
brethren  received 
iu  gladly. 


fee  meet,  to  continue  in  the  body  for  your  edification, 
and  the  common  benefit  of  the  church  ;  yet,  as  to  toy* 
felf,  who  can  do  all  things  through  Chrtfi  which  jtrengtb* 
truth  iv,  13,)  I  fUnd  prepared,  not  only  to  tub* 

mit  to  the  fevereft  bonds,  but  even  cheerfully  to  lay  down 
my  life  itfelf,  as  a  martyr,  at  Jtmfakm%  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  my  dear  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  for  feeling  his 
gofpel  with  my  own  blood. 

14  And  when  we  found  that  he  could  not  he  pre* 
vailed  upon  to  alter  his  purpofe,  by  all  oux  melting 
tears  and  prefiing  importunity,  we  no  longer  perfifted 
in  our  .mourning*  and  iutreaties  ;  but  acquiefced  in  his 
determination  to  go  forwards,  at  all  adventures,  faying. 
Not  our  wills,  but  the  fovereign  and  holy  will  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  {vfr.  13.)  be  done,  in  that  way  and  man* 
ner,  whatever  it  be,  as  fhall  be  molt  for  his  glory  and 
the  good  of  his  church. 

15  And  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  that  was 
thought  proper  for  us  to  tarry  at  Ctfarta ,  we  packed  up 
our  baggage  and  fitting  out  with  it,  for  the  re-* 
main  tier  of  our  journey,  went  up  to  Jtrvfal*m\  thofe 
of  us  that  were  of  Paul's  company,  refolving  to  attend 
and  affift  him,  as  far  as  God  fliould  enable  us,  in  his 
dangers. 

16  There  like  wife  accompanied  us  fome  of  the 
ChrUHaua  that  dwelt  a t  Ctfarta9  to  conduct  and  acco¬ 
modate  us  in  our  way  >  and  as  lodging?  were  fcarce  at 
JenxfaUmy  during  the  feflival,  they  brought  along  with 
them  a  native  of  Cyprus  f  whofe  name  was  Mnafcn^  a 
good  old  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrift,  venerable  for  his  age, 
and  his  long  (landing  with  reputation  and  honour  iu 
the  profefiion  of  the  gofpel,  that  we  might  be  enter¬ 
tained  at  his  houfe,  who  ordinarily  redded  at  Jzruf&lan3 
and  was  ready  to  receive  aqd  own  us,  notwithftanding 
all  that  he  had  heard  of  the  great  f offerings  Paul  would 
be  expofed  to.  {ver*  11.) 

17  And  when  we  arrived  at  J*rtifaltm9  the  faithful 
brethren  there,  miniflers  and  Chriltians,  rejoiced  to 
fee  us,  and  gave  us  a  moll  atfe£t  Senate  and  hearty  wel¬ 
come,  both  on  account  of  theapoftle^  great  worth,  and 
of  the  benevolence  we  brought  for  the  relief  of  their 


poor.  18  And 

NOTE. 

*  Some  think  that  they  loaded  moles,  or  or  pjeks  S*  mentioned,  k 

other  carriages  with  their  baggage,  which  teem*  as  if  ch-ar  lisgg^gr  fime  by  from 
probably  tonUiotH  the  dioqcv  they  were  to  Fx/Iana'i  to  Ctfareat  wh:le  they 
diftiibutc  unonr  the  poor  Cbriftkns  at  Jfffl-  or  mo  ft  of  ihrtn  at  leaft,  having  finifhed  their 
fitem ;  and  cm  fieri,  that  they  carried  them  voyage,  (ver.  r*)  performed  that  part  of  thetP 
upHi  their  own  lucks,  11  folOkn  do  their  tourney,  as  they  iltcrvaids  did  all  the  k- 
injptacks  Bnt  be  that  ask  tbU  of  it  to  by  laod. 

log  ihc  St  ft  clue  that  taking  up  their  cuir#  1 


Cht  nil 
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iB  And  the  da, 
followiD^  Paul 

vent  in  with  u, 
onto  Jimci  i  and 
all  the  cLitr*  vert 

pic&nL 


15  And  wfctn 
he  had  falutod 
them*  be  declared 
particularly  what 
thing*  Gvd  hod 
wrought  among 
the  Gentiles  by 
hi*  mini  Ary* 


in  And  when 
they  heard  if  they 
glorified  thcLord, 
andfaid  unto  him, 
Tbou  k eft*  bro¬ 
ther,  how  many 
thou&ndsof  few* 
there  are  which 
believe  \  and  they 
are  all  tcilou  of 
the  bw* 


it  And  they 
are  informed  of 
the t,  that  thoq 


18  And  as  James  was  the  only  apefUe  then  prefixing 
over  the  church  at  this  great  city,  Paul  went  the  very 
next  day  to  make  him  a  vifit,  taking  us,  his  ailbciatcs, 
along  with  him,  to  be  witndTn  of,  and  edified  by, 
what  might  pafs  between  them  :  And  all  the  elders  of 
the  church,  (lee  the  note  00  chap*  xu  30.)  having  re¬ 
ceived  notice  of  our  coming,  were  prefent  at  this  meet* 
ing> 

1  g  And  after  Pault  in  his  ufual  manner,  had  paid 
hla  friendly  and  religious  rtrfpefL  to  them,  he  went  over 
the  particulars,  one  by  on*-,  (**?**  of  the  great 

and  glorious  things  which  God  had  done  in  the  convtr- 
lion  of  the  Gentiles  ^  and  in  the  fettlcment  of  churches 
among  them  at  various  places,  through  Greece  and  the 
Ujfcr  Afi&i  by  means  of  his  mmiftry,  Gnc e  he  was  lalt 
at  Jeritjalem*  (See  the  note  on  chap *  rv,  3*). 

20  And  when  they  heard  the  furpriftng  and  delight¬ 
ful  account,  the  apoflle  James  himfelf,  as  well  as  the 
ocher  elders,  inftead  of  envying  his  great  fuccefs,  a- 
feribed  all  glory  10  the  Lord  jefus,  and  to  God  through 
him,  as  the*  author  of  it ;  owned  it  to  be  the  effed  of 
his  vjflorious  and  fovereign  grace ;  rejoiced  in  it,  and 
blefled  hie  holy  name  for  it :  And  then,  that  this  apo- 
ftle  of  the  Gentiles  might  rejoice  and  glorify  God  with 
them,  and  mutual  affection  might  be  efiablifhed  between 
them,  they,  in  their  turn,  reported  what  a  remarkable 
prog  refs  the  gofpel  had  made  from  final!  beginnings  a- 
mong  their  own  countrymen ;  and  thereupon  they  gave 
him  a  piece  of  advice,  faying,  tfy  what  you  yourfelf, 
dear  brother,  may  have  obfeived,  and  have  now  heard 
from  us,  you  cannot  but  be  very  fcnfibte,  that  though 
the  bulk  of  our  nation  dill  continue  obftlnately  in  un¬ 
belief,  yet  a$  there  if  a  remnant  of  them  according  to 
the  election  tf  grace>  (Horn*  xu  5,  .7*)  fo  there  are  ma¬ 
ny  myriads,  or  tens  of  thoufands  of  /nw, 

that  have  embraced  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  receiving  him 
as  the  true  Mhffiah,  and  depending  on  his  merit  and 
righteoufnefe  for  j  unification  before  God:  And  yet  you 
mult  needs  know,  that,  through  catrly  prejudices,  they 
are  generally  exceeding  fond  of  the  law  of  Hofes*  as 
not  abfolutdy  abrogated  ;  and  are  zealous  fttckkrs  for 
Jewifb  converts  ftill  continuing  to.obferve  its  rites  and 
ceremonies,  as  things  that  have  been  undoubtedly  of  di¬ 
vine  appointment  for  many  ages  pcifL  (See  the  note  on 
chap*  xvi*  3,) 

at  Now  (*)  they  have -had  informations  againft  you 
from  your  inveterate  enemies,  (ver,  ty,  28*}  that, 
wherefoever  you  go,  you  net  only  txcufc  the  GeutUc 

convert* 
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tcnhcft  all  the  converts  from  all  compliance  with  the  law  of  Mofes  j 
i6*'*  '*“*,G*™  but  that  you  likewife  teach  all  thofe  Jews  themfelves, 
rilo  to  forfakc  who  dwell  among  them,  to  throw  off  its  obfervanccs 
Mo fa ,  faying,  entirely  at  once,  and  fo  lead  them  into  an  utter  apof* 

2‘lo‘SnmS  tacy  from  ii;  telling  them  that  they 

rtrir  chiUnn ,  ought  no  longer  to  ctrcumcilc  their  children,  nor  to 
neither  to  walk  conform  themfjeWes,  in  their  lives  and  ccmverfaiicm,  to 
aterthc  ruftoms.  tjJ(  eftahliftied  and  univerfally  jvraflifed  u  Tapes  of 

our  forefathers,  or  to  the  ordinances  and  cuftonu  which 


it  Vhit  b  it 
therefore  ?  the 
multitude  mud 
needs  come  toge¬ 
ther  ;  for  they 
vill  hear  that 
thou  art  come. 


13  Da  there¬ 
fore  this  ih«t  we 
fay  to  tbet :  we 
bare  four  men 
which  hare  a  tow 
od  them : 

14  Them  take, 
and  purify  thy felf 
with  them,  and 
be  at  charges 
with  them,  that 
they  nuy  fhave 

their  heads :  and 

all  may  know 
tbat  thofe  things 
whereof  they  were 
informed  con  ~ 
terning  thee  arc 
nothing  but  that 

there 


arc  preficribed  in  that  divine  law* 

21  Wbat  Therefore  is  to  he  done  in  this  cafe*  to  take 
off  their  prejudices*  and  conciliate  their  favour  to  you* 
and  their  good  opinion  of  your  labours  and  fuccefs  a- 
mcmg  the  Gentiles*  as  aifo  to  dtfpofe  them  to  a  kind  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  liberality  of  the  churches*  which  you 
have  brought  for  the  relief  of  our  poor  ?  The  whole 
company  of  them*  that  have  heard  this  charge  again  ft 
you*  unleft  they  he  fomeway  pacified*  will  certainly  ga¬ 
ther  together,  in  a  tumultuous  manner  to  complain  of 
you*  and  quarrel  with  you  on  that  account :  For*  as 
you  are  fo  noted  and  public  a  perfon*  it  is  tmpoffibie 
out  that*  by  one  means  or  other*  they  will  hear  of  your 
being  come  hither* 

23,  24  Permit  us  therefore  to  tell  you  what  method 
we  think  may  be  beft  for  you  to  go  into*  to  quiet  their 
minds,  and  take  off  thofe  prejudices  that  would  hinder 
their  attending  upon*  and  profiting  by  your  mini  (try  ; 
there  are  fouy  converted  Jew  amongft  us,  that  have 
voluntarily  brought  themfelves  under  a  vow  of  Naz&rt- 
tifm  fora  certain  time*  which  is  near  expiring.  Now 
our  advice  is*  that  you  would  take  to  you  thefe  men, 
who  ft  cafe  is  publicly  known*  and  go  through  the  re¬ 
maining  rites  of  purification  with  them*  {Numb-  vi*  2, 
—8.)  *  and  then  be  at  joint  expcnce  wirh  them  in  pro¬ 
viding  facrifices*  that,  at  the  cod  of  the  days  of  their 
reparation*  their  heads  may  be  fliaved*  and  the  offerings 
may  be  made  for  you  all*  v  required  on  fuch  occafions; 
{Numb,  vi,  v 3*— 20.)  and  fo*  by  this  manner  of  your 
proceeding*  all*  that  are  now  prejudifed  againfl  you* 
maybe  convinced  that  thofe  reports  are  not  true  f*  which 

have 


NOTES. 

*  It  fans  to  me  tu  if  thefe  elders  knew  of  then  to  go  and  publicly  offer  the  required  Cl- 
Pdp/’i  having  taken  a  voluntary  vow  of  a  like  trmerr  together  with  tuem. 
p  at  an:  upon  hi  m  felf,  at  the  exp  ir  at  ton  of  which  f  Though  the  apofHc  Pa:tt%  on  all  ^rca- 

he  had  illeared  his  head  in  CtKchrt&%  (lee  (he  Gonv.  blowfly  opposed  ;in  olHcrrarion  of  the 
(wo  hfk  notes  on  chap,  xvtih  18.)  and  there*  Mi/aic  hw,  as  mxeiliry  roT  or  haring  any 
fore  they  adviled  him  to  join  in  company  with  concern  hi  the  jjreat  bulinets  of  jurtiflevcion ; 
thde  four  persons,  and  to  eTcry  thing  dfe  and  though,  as  far  as  iht  ywi  were  aide  tit 
uhh  them  rh^t  uas  enjoined  in  that  cafe  by  bear  it,  he  jfrvdirilly  (bftwed  that  !t  was  till- 
the  law*,  till  their  head*  wfit  dju  fhvrn  \  ana  Ailed  by  the  death  ot  Chiifl,  and  fo  was  no 
Vo i- 1  UI,  f  R  looa-r 
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lhc»u  thyfeTfdfo 
walked  orderly, 
and  keepett  the 

W* 


if  As  touch* 
irtsr  the  Gentile* 
which  belli  vc,  we 
have  written  and 
concluded,  that 
thev  <th>erve  no 

x 

inch  thing,  fstve 
only  that  they 
keep  ihcLT.felvc* 
from  things  of 
feral  tv  ulob, 
and  from  blood, 
and  from  ifcnrg* 
led  and  from  fa;* 
ok  at  ion  * 


%€  Then-  Paul 
took  the  men, 
and  the  next  day 
piirfr,  in^  himfrlf 
with  jhem. enter¬ 
ed  into  the  lem- 
pie,  to  liquify 
the  aecOmplUh* 
ment  of  the  days 
of  purification  , 
ni  tii  tlut  an  of¬ 
fering  fhrooW  be 
otiered.for  every 
one  of  them. 


have  been  ma At  to  rhem  about  your  utterly  preaching 
Jjwii  the  law  of  JtIofest  as  though  the  Jews  thcmftlvea 
moll*  on  no  account  vhatfoever,  obferve  any  of  its  ri* 
tual  ordinances;  but  that  even  you  yourfelf,  being  ^ 
Jewy  walk  regularly  according  to  its  venerable  cultoms, 
and  ar e,  in  your  own  practice,,  on  proper  occafions,  an 
obferver  of  its  rites*  and  therefore  cannot  be  fuppoftd 
abfolutely  to  forbid  other  Jews  doing  tbe  fame. 

25  13  m  (**)  as  tothofe  GentiUs  who  have  been  brought 

over  to  the  fairh  of  Chrilt,  you  very  well  know,  that* 
when  you  was  foimcrly  here*  we,  upon  mature  driiber* 
at  ion,  jn  a  full  aflembly  of  apoftles  and  elders,  with 
the  whole  church,  {chap,  xv,  22*}  unanimoully  agreed, 
end  feru  letters  by  you  and  Barnabas  to 

them,  in  which,  to  preferve  their  Chrifttan  liberty,  we 
declared  our  fcnrimetirs,  as  under  the  condu£t  of  the 
Holy  Gholl,  ami  we  are  ft  til  of  the  fame-mind,  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  obliged  to  any  fuch  thing  as  a  fub* 
je£lion  to  Mof&ic  ordinances  ;  except  that  we  thought 
it  neerftary,  in  prefent  circum (lances,,  to  inGtl  on  their 
abftaining  from  meats  and  drinks  offered  to  idols,  and 
from  eating  of  blood,  and  tbe  fldbof  animals  that  have 
bejn  fu (located  or  choked  to  death,  without  taking  a* 
way  their  blood,  as  well  as  on  their  keeping  at  the  pt- 
mod  diflance  from  the  moral  impurity  of  unlawful  era- 
braces.  (Sec  the  paraphrafe  and  notes  on  Chap.  rr*  20.) 

26  Then  Pavly  according  to  their  advice,  id  condc- 
Jcenfion  to  fuch  as  were  weak  in  the  faith,  that  he  might 
win  upon  them,  took  thefe  four  men  along  with  hinrrr 
and  the  next  day  beginning  to  obfcrve  the  rites  of  pu¬ 
rification  as  a  Nazaritrt  he  went  in  company  with  them 
into  tbe  temple,  norm  a  tumultuous  way,  (chap.  xxiv. 
18-.)  but  very  peaceably  and  orderly,  to  give  notice  to 
thtprieft,  that  they  had  obliged  themfefvca  to  a  religious 
reparation  fbrfeven  days,  which  they  would  accomplifh 
with  the  ufual  rites  and  ceremonies,  even  till  the  time 
that  the  facrifices  were  to  be  offered  for  himfelf,  and 
each  of  bis  partners  in  that  feivice,  according  to  the 
law,  (See  the  two  laft  notes  on  Chap,  xviii.  iS*} 


NOTE, 


*7  Bur 


longer  binding  in  point  of  coufrtaieti  yi  he 
njever  averted,  as  his  enemies  lilfdy  sijerl^ed, 
tlut  it  was  vltfhliiUlj- unlawful  for  a  ypn*  to 
comply  wuh  its  ctfcmonul  rites,  trv  any 
calcs,  or  00  my  account  whatever  \  bxit  ra¬ 
ther  left  it  as  an  in  different  natter,  or,  at 
lead,  «*  wliat  the  *pifdum,  gaoduefs,  and 
con  defreu  lion  cf  God  to  them,  tolerated  for 

the  prefers?,  and  as  what  they  might  L**? fully 
ubfcrvcm  the  view  of  ludonal  civil  riicfjduring 


the  continuance  of  the  Jt  mijfr  polity,  tilt  they, 
by  dc&recs,  Ibold  be  rha^ughly  brought  «if 
frpm  1  heir  con  factitious  temples,  and  con¬ 
firmed' prejudices,  and  <iti,  ai'lcngth,  many 
of  draft  rrtCs  would  become  taj  practicable  by 
the  dcllniflkm  of  tbe  temple,  and  of  ihciy 
political  Uaie  V  Sec  the  note  op  chap.  *vL  j. 
and  Dr.  Inland's  &vm  tftftoriff,  &c.  vo).  I. 
p.  404,-411. 
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*T  And,  wbtd 
rbc  Jcvca  day* 
«n  alawff  «d- 
ied,  the  Jews  which 

win  of  Alia » 
whet)  they  Gw 
him  in  the  tem¬ 
ple,  Hind  tip  ill 
the  people,  and 
bid  fund*  pn 
km. 


Cfyiflgoqt, 

Men  of  Uriel* 
kip :  thh  if  the 
man  that  iradhetb 
ail  men  evefy 
where  agiinfl  [he 
people,  and  the 
Inr,  and  this 
plies:  uid,  far¬ 
ther  ,  brought 
Greek «  dfo  into 
the  c  err  pie,  and 
hath  poTlwed  this 

holy 


j 

*S>  (For  they 
bad  fefin  before 
with  him  in  the 
city,  Trophiouit 

n  Eplwfiui  , 
whom  they  fup* 
pofd  that  Paul 
had  brought  into 
the  temple*) 


|o  Aadall-tho 
rity  was  moved, 
and  the  people 
tin  together  ;  aiid 
they  look  Fml^ 
and  drew  him 
6n:  of  the  tern- 


37  But  (Jf)  when  the  feveii  days  defigned  for1  their 
feparaiion*  were  about  to  be  fulfilled*  the  unbelieving 
Jrwj3  that  dwelt  in  the  Uffcr  AJlat  and  came  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  paffbver  from  that  country*  wher c  Paul  had 
fpent  about  three  years  in  preaching*  and  had  met  with 
great  oppofition  from  them*  {chap.  six.  p.  and  xx\  3 1*} 
fomc  of  thefe  fpying  him  in  the  inner  court  of  the  tem¬ 
ple*  which  nolle  but  Ifraelltes  were  fuffered  to  eater* 
took  that  occafion  to  incenfe  the  people  ag.unft  him; 
and*  raifmg  a  mob*  feized  him  with  fury  and  violence* 
to  the  manifeft  profanation  of  the  fanfttmy*  and  of  lbs 
folemimies  of  worOiip*  for  the  honour  of  which  they 
pretended  to  have  the  greateft  concern ; 

28  Making  at  the  fame  time  a  hideous  clamour*  and 

calling  out  to  the  multitude*  Ye  men  of  I/raett  the  pe¬ 
culiar  people  of  God*  if  ye  have  any  fpirit  in  you*  any 
ieal  for  your  religion  and  country*  or  any  veneration  for 
this  facred  place*  come  tmher;  aid  and  aflift  us  with  all 
your  might ;  This  is  the  man*  whom  we  have  told  you 
of*  (wr.  31*)  that  makes  it  his  bufinefs,  wherever  he 
goes  among  the  nations*  to  preach  fuch  peftilential  doc¬ 
trine  to  all  he  can  meet  with*  as  is  directly  contrary  to 
the  rites  and  privileges  of  the  JeuUfb  church  and  flate^ 
to  the  antient  and  divine  law  of  Mofes^  and  even  to  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  holy  temple  :  Yea*  further¬ 
more,  not  content  with  this,  he  has  been  fo 

audacious*  as  to  profane  this  houfe,  which  is  confecrated 
to  our  God*  honoured  with  the  ark  and  mercy-fcat,  and 
other  fymbob  of  his  fpeuai  prefence*  and  peculiarly  ap¬ 
propriated  to  our  religious  ufe,  by  bringing  uncircum- 
cifed  Gentiles  into  its  facred  inclofure*  as  though  it  were 
to  be  proflituied  to  the  vileft  of  Tinners* 

29  Their  pretence  for  charging  him  with  having  in¬ 
troduced  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  thither  was*  that  they 
had  before  fetn  him- in  the  city*  in  company  with  7>*- 
pbimus  an  Ephcfian  Gentile  convert,  and  one  of  the  mef- 
fengers  of  the  Aflat ic  churches*  {chap*  xi*  4.)  and  fc, 
without  examining  any  further*  they  unjufily  and  mali¬ 
ciously  a  flirted,  as  taking  it  for  granted  without  any 
proof*  that  Paul  had  brought  him*  with  fome  other?  of 
like  charter,  into  the  temple  along  with  himfclf,  tho* 
in  fact,  it  was  no  fuch  thing. 

30  Hereupon  the  whole  city  was  in  an  uproar,  and 
the  people  ran  tumuituoully  together  iu  vaft  crowds*  to 
fee  and  hear  what  was  the  matter :  And  finding  that 
Paul  was  the  man  cicbimed  a  gain  it*  they  furioufiy  f:il 
upon  him*  with  an  intent  to  kill  hint ;  and*  that  the 
temple  might  not  be  defiled  with  his  blood*  they  diag- 

R  3  ged 
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pie  :  and  fbrth- 
wfch  the  door* 
were  /but. 


31  And  at  ihtv 

went  alwior  toVilt 

him,  tiding*  came 
unto  the  chief 
Ciptain  of  the 
band,  that  all  Je- 
raiV.lr m  was  itt  an 
nprorc : 


31  Who  im- 
med  Lately  took 
fold  ten,  ind  «n* 
tnriont,  and  ran 
down  uirtorhcm: 
andt  when  they 
fsw  the  chief 
captain  and  the 
fuJdiers,  they  left 
beating  of  PauL 


3  3  Then  the 
chief  cap  Dir  came 
unr,  and  took 
film,  and  coin- 
iu  Glided  hint  to 
to  he' hound  with 
two  chains;  and 
demanded  who  he 
wm»  and_wbtf  he 
i*4i!  'done. 


34  And  feme 
Cried  one  ihing, 
foTre  another,  a- 

mong  the  molti- 
title  t  and  when 
he  could  uotknov 

die  certainty^  for 
the  tumult,  he 
commanded  him 

to  be  carried  iqu> 

the  «Aic, 


ped  him  out  of  it  by  main  force  ;  and  immediately  its 
doors  were  (hut,  to  prevent  any  further  con  full  on  or  dis¬ 
order  there  :  So  great  was  their  bigotry  for  ceremonial 
rites*  at  the  lame  time  that  they  made  no  fcruple  of 
murdering  one  of  the  belt  of  men,  without  any  juft  pro* 

3 1  And  while,  in  the  heat  of  their  rape,  they  were 
thirfting  after  his  blood,  and  endeavouring  in  a  riotous 
manner  to  d  if  patch  him,  as  a  rebel  a  gain  ft  their  law, 
word  was  brought  to  Claudius  LjfiaS}  {chap*  ixtii.  26*) 
the  Roman  officer  who  had  a  thou  (and  fold  jets 

tinder  his  command,  aod  kept  garrifon  in  the  tower  of 
jtntonia%  to  prevent  infurre&ions,  efpeciatly  at  the  pu¬ 
blic  lea  its,  (fee  the  note  on  chap .  iv.  r»)  he  was  told 
that  the  people  of  Jcrufahm  were  ?11  up  in  arms,  and  in 
the  utmoft  confufion. 

3*  Upon  this,  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  city,  he  in* 
ftamly  took  along  with  him  a  detachment  of  fold  lets, 
and  of  centurions,  or  commanders  of  hundreds,  that 
were  officers  under  him,  and  marched  down  from  the 
caftle  to  the  mob  with  all  poffible  expedition ;  and  as 
foon  as  they  faw  the  head-officer,  and  the  Ibldiers  at  his 
heels,  they  ceafedfrom  beating  Pan/,  and  from  purfuing 
their  barbarous  deftgn  of  putting  him  to  death  by  dub 
law,  for  fear  of  the  terrible  con  Sequences  to  themfelves. 
So  feafonably  did  the  providence  of  God  appear,  for  the 
prefer vation  of  his  faithful  fervant  at  the  moft  critical 
jun&ure. 

33  Then  the  chief  captain,  haring  made  his  way  to 
Pti»/,  took  him  into  cuftody,  that  he  might  be  ferecned 
from  popular  fury,  and  be  examined,  and  proceeded  a- 
gaititt,  if  there  (hould  be  occaGon,  according  to  law;  and 
concluding,  for  tbc  prefent,  that  the  man  againft  whom 
the  people  were  fo  outrageous  mull  needs  be  very  cri¬ 
minal,  he,  according  to  jigabui s  prophecy,  {ver.  n.) 
ordered  two  chains  to  be  clapt  upon  him,  for  the  greater 
fccurity  and  ignominy,  and  for  fatisfying  the  populace, 
that  he  had  not  taken  him  out  of  their  hands  with  a  de- 
(ign  to  difeharge  him ;  and  then  he  alked  them  who 
his  prifoner  was,  and  what  offence  he  had  been  guilty  of. 

34  But  (Jl)  as  they  were  all  in  a  rage,  and  did  not 
know  one  another's  mind,  fome  of  this  vaft  body  of 
people  clamoured  againft  him  for  one  crime,  and  others 
for  another :  And  when  the  chief  captain  found  that  be 
could  get  no  farufa&ion,  about  the  real  caufe  of  their 
being  fo  bitterly  incenfcd  againft  hint,  through  the  con- 
fuGon  they  were  in,  he  ordered  the  centurions  and  their 
bauds  to  conduct  him,  as  his  prifoner,  for  further  e  xa- 

mination 
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3*  Afid,  when 
he  came  upon  the 
fain,  ib  it  vu 

ihitbewu  borne 
of  the  foJdien, 
for  the  violence  of 
the  people. 


^^Fortherpo!- 
Citucie  of  the  pco* 
pie  followed  af¬ 
ter,  crying.  Away 

with  hi  to* 


^  And  at  Paul 
wuto  be  led  Into 
the  caflle,  he  fail 
unto  thechief  cap¬ 
tain,  May  I  (peak 
uAto  thee  ?  who 

Cud}  Can  ft  thou 
Jpciik  Greek? 


jB  Art  notthon 
thk  Egyptian 
vhidtbdwc  thefe 
days  nudeft  iu 
ujinwr,  and  ltd- 

deft  out  into  the 
uilritrntfj  four 
th  unfold  men 
thit  were  muT- 


39  Bat  Pwl 

fiU.  I  tin  a  man 

which  am  a  Jew 
of  Tarfis,  a  city 
ia  Cilicia,  a  dti- 

KB 


initiation  and  fecurity,  to  the  tower,  or  ca flic  of  Antonia^ 
which  was  under  his  own  jurifdi&ion. 

35  And  when  Paul  began  to  afeend  the  fairs,  which 
joined  to  a  portico  of  the  temple,  and  led  up  from  thence 
to  the  caftle  *,  the  fotdiera  were  forced  to  carry  him  in 
their  arms,  by  reafon  of  the  rudenels  and  outrage  of 
the  mob,  that  they,  who  were  ready  to  tear  him  to 
pieces,  might  not  abufe  him,  and  that,  being  of  low 
fiature,  he  might  not  be  fmothered  and  cruflied  to  death 
in  the  crowd* 

36  For  a  raft  multitude  of  people  pufhed  and  preflVd 
up  towards  him,  crying  out,  with  the  utmoft  indigna¬ 
tion  againft  him,  as  men  of  the  fame  wicked  fpiiit  did 
againft  our  bldTed  Lord,  {John  six,  15.)  Away  with  thia 
fellow  out  of  our  fight  $  (“?<  hang  him  up  j  we 
cannot  bear  to.  fee  him  live. 

"I 

37  And  when  Paul  was  brought  toward  the  upper 
part  of  the  flairs,  near  the  entrance  into  the  cafUe,  be  ad* 
drdfed  himfeif  in  a  rcfpe&ful  manner  to  the  chief  cap* 
tain,  faying,  in  rfie  Greek  language.  Sir,  will  you  pi  cafe 
to  fuffer  me  «)  juft  to  fpeak  a  word  or  two,  10  let 
you  know  who,  and  what  I  am,  which  you  could  get  no 
certain  account  of  from  the  people,  and  to  pacify  them* 
The  chief  captain  anfwered  with  furprize,  What  then  ! 
do  you  underfcmd  Greek  fo  well  agio  he  able  to  talk  it? 

38  Arcyounotthannfamoufi  Egyptian impoflor,  who, 
pretending  to  be  a  prophet,  came  hither  ahjut  two  or 
three  years  ago,  and  made  an  infur reftion  among  the 
people,  and  heading  four  thoufaml  men,  a  pack  of  ruf¬ 
fians  and  cutthroats,  let  them  out  of  JerufaUm  into  the 
wiidernefs,  from  whence,  bis  army  having  increafed  to 
a  great  multitude  ft  he  returned  with  a  defign  of  fur* 
p nfrng  this  great  city;  but  was  defeated,  though  he 
htmfdf  made  his  efcape?  The  violent  exclamations  of 
the  people  againft  you  make  me  fufpeit  that  you  arc  the 
man,  and  that  they  have  dtfcovered  fome  fecret  attempts 

to  a£t  the  fame  rebellious  part  over  again* 

39  Paul  replied,  with  great  meckotfs  and  compofure 
of  mind;  No,  Sir;  1  am  neither  an  Egyptian*  nor  a 
ring-leader  of  rebels  ;  hut  am  by  nation  a  Jtrai,  and  a 
native  Ql  Tar/ut,  the  chief  city  of  Cilicia  ;  a  freeman  of 

that 


NOTES* 

*  Jefcphat  fays,  the  esftJe  of  Atteda  van  thoit&od.  Set  Dr.  Ltrrjncrt  Account  of  It 
fruited  on  a  rock  fifty  mbits  high,  at  that  from  Jiftphn i,  with  varioitt  luuhodj  of  u* 
ci*mcr  of  the  outward  tciuple  where  the  kirtjgcfi  cht  difficulty  that  :uiiu  front  the  d if- 
wetiem  And  luwhern  pamcocs  joined,  and  agreement  there  h  between  J^rpbttjstaA  our 
tbit  there  were  ftdr*  Ac  iUudiiig  . from  it  to  ftcred  lilftnriaa  :n  their  refrettive  optative* 
c^ch  of  them#  Belt*  ytrrf.  lib.  v.  cap.j.  §8.  of  dilf  fa£L  CredibiJ*  hijk*  vol.  IU 

f  This  army  afterwards  inc;eAfcd  to  thirty  p.  ^c. 
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icn  of  no  mean 
city  :  and  1  be- 
iceth  tha,  fuller 
1*1  e  to  onto 

(lie  people. 


4C  And  wt>en 

hr-  had  ^ivtu  him 

tlwil 

on  the  Itairt,  and 
"beckoned  with*  he 

lund  umo  the 

]nff>p]e.ind,^h(n 

there  was  made  a 
great  (sleneet  hd 
A>*Le  un*o  them 
in  the  Hrbrew 
tun^ue,  Ljiag, 


that  city,  which*  far  from  being  ignobly  is  of 

great  renown  for  learning,  riches,  and  loyalty:  And  the 
favour  I  would  humbly  beg  of  you  Is,  that,  though  1 
am  yonr  prisoner,  1  may  be  permitted  to  fpeak  a  few 
words  for  clearing  up  my  charafter  to  the  people,  TO 
whom  I  have  been  Mfdy  and  malicioufly  a  ecu  fed. 

40  And  when  Lyfiai  had  granted  him  free  leave  tp 
fay  what  might  be  proper  in  his  own  defence,  Paul \ 
(landing  upon  an  upper  part  of  the  flairs*  and  fo  in  a 
convenient  Gtuarion  to  be  heard,  made  Ggns  to  the  peo* 

pie  with  his  hand,  to  intimate  that  be  was  going  to 
fpeak,  and  defired  audience  :  And  when,  partly  from 
curiofity,  and  partly  out  pf  refpeft  to  the  chief  captain, 
an  univerfal  and  profound  Itlence  was  procured,  he  lift¬ 
ed  up  his  voice,  and  addrdling  them  in  that  dial  eft  of 
the  Hekrtv}  language  which  was  molt  commonly  ufed 
and  under  flood  at  JerufaJemy  made  a  noble  fpeech  in 

vindication  of  faiuifdf,  and  of  his  glorious  faufe,  to  the 
following  effeft. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

I  Tow  pleafant  is  it  to  travd  up  aud  down  under  the  guidance  and  protcftion  of 
a  good  providence,  and  to  meet  with  Chriftian  friends  in  the  towns  and  cities 
where  we  come  !  And  how  concerned  fhould  perfons  of  this  character  be,  to 
fpend  their  time  toother  in  religious  convcrfe  and  advice,  for  mutual  edification* 
abi>ut  the  great  things  that  God  has  done  by  the  minjftntitHi  of  his  fervants,  m 
one  pi  ice  And  another,  for  the  conwrfion  of  finners*  and  the  eft  abliftimaitofthe 
churches  of  C  hr  i  ft !  Thu?  13  matter  of  joy  and  praife  f  and  all  upright  miniftcr*  and 
people  wi[!  heartily  glorify  God  for  it*  though  if  may  far  exceed  any  facoefi  that 
they  rhi'infelyce  have  l*ecn  honoured  with,  They  ought  to  receive  one  another 
glndly,  and  fhonhl  meet  and  part  with  Chriftian,  as  well  as  civil  falutations,  and 
as  opportunities  ami  occaGocis  offer,  with  foJemn  prayer*  But,  0  how  touch* 
ing  is  the  rhmightj  wfcrn,  though  the  fpirit  of  prophecy  is  ceafed*  which  was 
always  nnlwered  in  events,  they  have  great  txafoo  to  fear,  that  they  (hall  never 
fee  one  another’s  fact?  again  -  and  efpeclally  that  Ifcofe,  whom  they  dearly  love 
and  honour  for  their  eminent  ufrfulncft  to  thechfirch,  are  going  to  fuffer  bonds 
and  cruelties,  and  death  itfelf,  for  the  (afccof  thrift  !  And  with  what  tender* 
ndc  arc  lug  ferrants  afie&ed,  almuft  to  the  breaking  of  their  hearts,  when  their 
feflmy^CJEnftuns  weep  and  mourn*  and  would  diffuade  them  from  the  way  of 
duty*  to  avoid  the  futferings  that  God  calls  them  to  I  But  it  is  the  nobteft  forti¬ 
tude  and  Chriftinn  hevoifm,  in  the  midft  of  fueh  melting  circumft ance 3  and  for* 
nmlahlc  profpeds*  to  be  ready*  not  only  to  be  hound,  out  even  to  die  for  the 
nam  :  r  f  the  Lord  Jtrfus;  and  in  fuch  cafes,  it  becomes  the  lovers  of  Chrift  toac* 
quivfcc,  and  fay.  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done-  But,  alas  i  how  many  are  the 
wcaknuTtw  and  prejudices  of  thotiCtnds  that  believe;  and  how  difficult  ii  it  tq 
tno  w  the  due  meafores  of  condefcenlion  to  them  on  one  band,  in  things  that,  aQ 
drcumilawces  confidered,  are  as  indifferent  as  M^faic  ceremonies  were  for  a 
time  to  the  Jruu\_  or  of  zealonHy  appearing  for  Qhrifttan  liberty  on  the  other ! 
And  how  uncertain  are  the  eveuU  of  the  tnoft  cautious  and  prudent  conduit  ui 
fuch  cafe*  I  However,  this  we  may  be  fare  of,  thgt  there  is  up  end  of  complying 
with  ignorant,  determined,  wid  ungodly  bigots*  who,  right  or  wrong*  will  be 
enraged  againft  the  true  minifters  of  Jefus  Chfift*  at*d  maiiciouHy^  and  folfely  ac* 
cufe  them,  rather  than  not  inceufe  people  againft  them.  How  violent  and 
threat  rung  is  their  fury  ;  and  what  confufioit  and  injuftiqe  is  there  in  popular  tu^ 
jnuiu  !  but  in  the  mount  of  the  Lord  it  ikaft  be  feen*  How  ftafonably  doth  he 

appear 
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appear  and  faife  op  inKnimentt*  even  from  among  them  that  do  not  know  him, 
for  delivering  his-fervants,  as  he  did  Patti*  by  means  of  the  chief  captain,  out  of 
the  band*  of  wicked  and  unrtrafo  liable  men*  and  for  accompl Hiring  the  great  pur* 
pofoof  his  providence  in  ipreadm^  thegrripd,  and  firing  them  opportunities  and 
affiftaoces  to  vindicate  their  own  innocence,  and  plead  for  Chrift,  as  well  as  for 
themfdvea ! 


rs 


i 


CHAP,  XXJL 

Paul,  in  making  bis  defence  at  Jcrufalem,  gives  an  account  of  bis 
Jewiih  extraS ,  education,  and  former  bigotry ,  1,-5.  Of  his  mb* 
rttcubus  converjim,  6,— j  1*  Of  bis  being  baptifed  and  farther  iu- 
JiruSed  by  Ananias,  12, —  1 6.  And  of  hit  being  afterwards  called 
immediately  from  heaven  to  the  apoftlejbip  among  the  Cennies,  17, 
—a I,  Hereupon  the  Jew*  Jly  into  a  violent  paj/ion  againjl  him ,  22, 
22*  He  is  refeued  a  fecona  time  out  of  their  bands  by  the  <'hicf  cap* 
Jdinf  and  ordered  to  be  bound  and  examined  by  fiourging ,  2 ^  25# 
But  he,  claiming  the  privilege  of  a  Koman,  efcapcs  the  torture *  and 
is  free  from  his  bonds ,  and  brought  before  the  council,  26,-30. 


Tvxt* 

'fyj  IN,  brethren* 

~  1  and  fathers, 
hear  yc  my  de¬ 
fence  vthb  J 
mah  now  unto 
you. 


Paraphrase. 

ATEN,  brethren,  and  lathers,  whatever  your  thoughts 
■I'V-l  be  of  me,  I  conGder  you  as  rational  creatures,  ca¬ 
pable  of  reflecting  on  what  1  am  about  to  far,  and  of 
exercifing  humanity  toward  me  ;  I  likewjfe  regard-you 
with  the  affettion  of  a  brother,  as  we  all  are  of  the  fame 


l  (Aod,vfhcii 
dwy  heud  that 
lie  fpafcc  id  the 
Hebrew  tongue  to 
th<m>  th«  kept 
the  more  fuence : 
iitd  hc&idi,) 


%  I  am  verily 

a  man  «hirli  tm 
a  Jew*  born  in 
T*trfw,  a  tiiy  so 
Ciliua  ,  ya 
brov^ht 


JeutiJb  nation*  hope  in  the  Came  promifes,  an d  worfhip 
the  fame  God  *  and  I  maintain  the  duty  and  reverence 
of  a  fort  toward  thofe  of  you  that  are  of  fuperior  .cha¬ 
racter,  as  fathers  in  Ifrael ,  who,  as  is  to  be  fuppoftd,- 
have  a  paternal  afFeftion  for  dependents  from  among 
yourfclves;  I  befeech  you  therefore  to  attend,  yiit h  di¬ 
ligence,  impartiality,  and  candor,  in  the  apology,  {* 
ir5^yrj*r)  I  would  now  offer  to  every  one  of  you  tor  my- 
felf,  and  the  dodrine  I  preach  and  pra&ife. 

2  And  when  they  heard  that  he  add  re  fled  and  cal¬ 
led  out  to  them*  ( .TpHr4t*nt\  ;n  the  Hebrew  diale£fc,  which 
they  familiarly  gnderftood,  and  was  indeed  their  own 
mother  tongue,  and  by  his  fpeating  in  which  they  per¬ 
ceived  that  he  wa$  not  an  Helknif,  but  a  Hebrew  few, 
they  were  the  rather  (item,  that  they  might  lillen  to 
him:  And  having  thus  engaged  their  attention,  he 
proceeded  in  the  following  manner  : 

3  I  am  not  only  a  man,  who,  as  fuch,  ought  to  havp 
the  liberty  of  judging  for  myfclf,  and  to  be  treated  with 
juftict  and  companion  ;  but,  as  is  well  known,  I  am 
really  one  of  your  own  Ration*  a  true-born  few;  the 
place  of  my  nativity  was  Tarfus*  the  metropolis  of  67« 

fieia+  but !  was  bred  and  educated  in  this  very  city,  the 

chief 
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brought  up  m 
th'it  fiiyt  at  the 
fret  of  Gamaliel, 
and  taught  it- 
cording  to  the 
pttfjfl  manner  wf 
the  law  <tf  the  fa- 
then,  and  was 
ztMimii  toward 
aft  ye  all  are 
l hie  day. 


I  And  t  per* 
feruled  this  way 
Unto  the  death, 
binding  and  tic- 

liming  into  pri< 
foil*  both  men 

•nd  women* 


chief  feat  of  JtxmJb  learning  and  religion#  tinder  the 
tuition  of  the  celebrated  Gamaliel,  {chap,  v.  34,)  that 
eminent  Pharifce#  and  profound  dofitor  of  the  Uw  *#  at 
whofe  feet  I  fat#  as  one  of  his  difciples#  to  receive  his 
inflruGions  with  a  bumble  and  teachable  difpofitian  of 
mind  ;  and  by  him  was  1  led  into  the  moll  critical  and 
accurate  (x*rxxifi£Hzt^  principles  and  inftitntions  of  the 
divine  law#  which  was  given  to*  and  observed  by,  our 
antient  fathers  ;  yea,  being  myfelf  a  Pharifce,  {chap, 
xxvi.  j.)  I  learnt,  and  thoroughly  tinder  flood  and  cm* 
braced,  the  traditions  of  the  elders#  that  hive  been 
handed  down  from  age  to  age,  {Gal,  L  14,}  and  was 
exceeding  zealous  for  all  tbofe  things#  with  a  conference 
toward  God,  as  yc  now  generally  are#  and  to  as  great 
a  degree  as  any  of  you  can  pretend  to  be  at  this  very  day. 

4  And  fo  flagrant  was  my  zeal#  tbat,  as  to  the  Chri- 
ftian  religion,  which  X  now#  through  divine  grace,  have 
received,  and  am  authorized  to  preach,  I  refolved,  if 
poflible#  to  root  ir  out  of  the  church  and  the  world#  and 
rather  to  die  myfelf#  than  to  ftiffcr  it  to  live  ;  and#  in 
the  madnefc  of  my  zeal#  1  breathed  out  threatnings  and 
11  a  ugh  ter  againft  the  difciples  of  the  Lord  Jefus#  where- 
ever  I  went#  {chap,  ix.  1.)  info  much  that  I  perfecutcd 
them  unto  death#  feizing  and  binding  them#  like  cri- 
initials,  and  haling  them  to  jails#  that  they  might  either 
recant#  or  die  for  their  principles  and  profeffion*  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  men  or  women,  without  Jhewing  the 
lead  compaflton  even  to  the  tender  fex. 

5  This  is  an  undeniable  fi£k,  iSTven  the  high-prieft 
himfclf#  and  the  whole  body  of  tbat  venerable  aflembly, 
the  great  fan hed rim#  can  teftify  concerning  me#  if  they 
pteafe;  to  whom  I  was  well  known  as  an  a  dive  famous 
zealot#  the  fitted  that  could  be  met  with  to  ferve  fuch  a 
turn; -and  from  whom#  upon  my  applying  to  them#  I 
received  warrants,  ( chap.  ix.  x.)  which  they  wrote#  and 
directed  to  their  brethren,  the  Jfwijb  rulers  of  the  fy- 
nagogues  at  Dama/cus,  to  be  aiding  and  a  flitting  to  me 
in  the  unmerciful  work  for  which  I  was  feat:  And 
with  thefe  fever e  credentials,  I  fet  out  for  that  city  to 
apprehend  all  the  Chriftiaxis  I  could  light  on  there#  and 
bring  them  bound  along  with  me  back  to  JtrufalnnpVX 
order  to  their  being  proceeded  againft  to  the  utmoft  ex¬ 
tremity,  as  apoftates  and  Mafphemera  of  the  law  of  Ah- 
fes.  And,  bad  I  been  left  to  myfelf#  I  (hould  certainly 
have  made  them  feel  the  weight  of  my  fury,  and  (till 

hive 

NOTE. 

*  The  ap^flle  here  refers  r©  the  Jev*i&  on  the.  floor,  at  the  feet  of  thdr  ntaftai, 
cufto:n  in  their  fchool*,  where  iht  turner*  whoJcfeai*  wen  elevated  above  theitt* 

akd  to  fit  cither  upoG  benches,  or  npaa  n uu 


j  As  nlfr  ib* 
M*h  pridt  doth 
bear  me  witneis, 
cud  all  the  cftulc 
of  the  elder*  1 
from  whom  alfo 
1  received  letters 
unto  tiic  htethren* 
end  went  10  Da* 

jDafentriff  fcfmg 
them  which  were 
there  houad  unto 
Jerufakm  ,  for 
to  be  puuiihcd- 


Ch»  xxii<  - 


4  Alii  tt  etnc 

to  pafs,  Hilt,  as  I 

made  my  journey, 
Act  d  vai  come 
nij;h  unto  Daowf- 
oit  abaat  noon, 
ftuMcaly  there 

Jh  ■):ic  from  hei* 
Ytfii  +  great  jigtve 
round  about  me. 


y  And  T  fell 
onto  the  ground, 
and  heard  a  vcike 
hying  unto  me, 
Saul,  Smii,  why 
ptrfccuceft  thou 
me  ? 


S  And  I  an- 
furcral.  Who  ait 
thou.Loril?  And 
be  faid  unto  me, 
Xam  Jefusof  Na¬ 
zareth  whom  thou 
ptrfccutcft* 


p  And  tbey 

thitwmvkb  me 
&v  indeed  the 

iijjht. 


Tb*  Acts  <f  tht  Apostles  paraphrased*  a dy 

have  continued  as  inveterate  an  enemy  to  the  gofpd, 
and  the  profeflors  of  it,  as  ever  \  all  my  not  ions,  tem¬ 
per,  and  prejudices,  fecolar  ioterefts  and  honour,  then 
lying  dtreftly  again  ft  it. 

6  But  (**)  the  Lord  Jefue  himfelf  imerpofed,  in  a 
moll  immediate  and  extraordinary  manner,  to  prevent 
me  with  his  mercy,  and  to  make  a  happy  change  upon 
my  heart  and  views ;  for  while  I  was  travelling  on  the 
road,  with  a  full  resolution  to  execute  my  commiifion 
with  the  utmoll  rigour,  and  drew  near  to  Damafcuit  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  a  mod  memorable  day,  all  on  a  (wi¬ 
den  an  exceeding  great,  fupernatural,  and  divine  light 
darted  down  from  heaven,  and  (hone  with  furpriziog 
brightnefs  upon,  and  all  around  me,  far  furpafling  that 
of  the  fun,  in  its  unclouded  luftre,  at  high  noon*  {Chap*. 
xxvi.  13*) 

7  And  I  thereupon,  through  terror  and  amazement, 
immediately  fell  down  to  the  earth,  as  unable  to  bear 
the  heavenly  and  awful  fplendor ;  and  at  the  lame  time 
1  heard  a  voice  diftm&ly  pronouncing  my  name,  and 
faying  to  me,  with  great  earneftnds,  in  tbe  Hebrew 
tongue,™  (chap,  xxvi.  14.)  $auiy  Saul%  why  perfecutcft 
thou  mer  Meaning,  as  ^afterwards  underflow!  it.  Why 
are  yon  fnch  a  defperate  enemy  to  me,  and  fo  violently 
enraged  againft  my  members,,  as  to  be  (et  upon  cruelly 
pcrfccuting  them  whom  I  efteem  as  parts  of  myfelf, 
whofe  caufe  and  mine  is  one  and  tbe  fame,"  and  whofe 
afRi£tions  for  my  fake  I  refen t,  as  if  they  were  laid  up* 
pon  myfelf  perfonally?  What  good  reafon  can  you  have 
for  this  ?  Or  wbat  but  ruin  to  your  own  foul  can  you  get 
by  it  ? 

8  Then,  as  toon  as  I  could  recover  myfelf,  I  replied, 
under  full  conviction  of  its  being  a  divine  voice  parti¬ 
cularly  dire  fieri  to  myfelf.  Lord,  who  art  thou,  that 
fpcakeft  in  this  folcmn  and  moving  language  to  m cl 
Lei  me,  I  befeech  thee,  know  thy  name,  and  wherein 
I  persecute  thee*  In  anfwer  hereunto  he  bid  to  me,  I 
am  the  true  Mefliah,  the  only  Saviour,  who,  in  the 
days  of  my  deft,  was  called,  by  way  of  derifion  and 
contempt,  Jefus  of  Nazareth;  and,  as  if  it  were  not 
enough  that  1  was  abufed  in  perfon,  and  crucified  by 
men  of  your  malignant  fpirit,  you  are  now  pcrfccuting 
me  in  my  difciples,  and  in  my  religion,  name,  and 
character,  while  I  myfelf  am  got  beyond  your  reach* 

9  And  as  it  is  impoflible  that  I  fhould  be  miftaken  m 
what  1  thus  plainly  faw  and  heard  \  fo  my  fellow-tra¬ 
vellers,  who  were  to  aflifl  me  in  my  perfecting  delign, 
can  bear  me  witnefs,  that  this  was  no  fancy  or  delu- 

f:oa : 


*$6 


light,  aid 
aifiidt  but  lb 07 
beard  net  the 
voire  of  him  that 
fpakc  to  rue. 


to  And  I  AM, 
What  Dull  f  do, 
Lord  ?  Atid  the 
Lord  Aid  unto 
me,  Arife,  and 
go  into  DafliaP* 
toti  and  there  it 
flutl  be  told  thee 
of  all  things 
vhtrh  are  ap¬ 
pointed  firf  thee 
lo  do. 


11  And  when 
)  forild  not  fee 
for  the  glary  of 
llw  'being 
bd  by  the  hand 
of  them  that  »ere 
trtth  me,  1  cane 
Into  Dunafcug* 


it  And  one 
Ananias,  a  de- 
vou  t  man  accord* 
ing  to  the  law, 
having  a  good  re* 
port  of  all  the 
Jews  whkb  dwelt 
tore, 


M 

■  ■  _ 

The  Acts  ef  the  Apostles  paraphraf*&  Ch*  ini. 

fiortiFor  they  them fel ves  really  faw  the  illuftrious  light, 
and  were  fo  exceedingly  terrified  at  it*  that  they  fell 
down  to  the  ground  as  wdl  as  I,  {chap*  xiyi*  14.) 
and  they  heard  the  found  of  a  voice*  but  did  not  hear 
the  articulate  words  of  him  that  fpoke,  fo  as  to  under* 
ftand  their  meaning,  which  were  directed  and  convey¬ 
ed  in  their  diftin£t  pronunciation,  not  to  them^  but  me. 
(See  the  note  on  chap,  ix,  7*) 

10  Then*  being  thoroughly  latisfied  of  the  reality 
and  importance  of  what  the  dear  and  glorious  Saviour 
faid  to  me,  and  being  deeply  bumbled  under  a  fenfe  of 
my  own  guilt  and  vtlencfs,  and  afraid  of  the  terrible 
confluence,  I  replied  in  the  anguifh  of  my  foul,  Lord, 

I  am  quite  confonnded  at  the  thought  cf  what  I  have 
been  doing  againft  thee  ;  bat  am  now  ready  to  hear  and 
obey  whatsoever  thou  (halt  command  mej  1  humbly 
intreat  thee  to  tell  me  what  courfe  thou  wouldft  have 
me  take  to  undo*  as  much  as  poflihle,  what  I  have 
done*  and  to  efcape  thy  wrath,'  and  find  favour  with 
thee.  In  anfwer  to  which*  the  Lord  Jefus  fpoke  di- 
ftin£tly  to  me  again,  faying*  Get  up  from  ycurproftra* 
tion  on  the  ground,  and  purine  your  journey  to  Damaf* 
cusf  whither  yojfe  was  going  with  the  word  of  errand* ; 
and  there  you  fhall  have  ao  account  from  a  certain  man* 
under  my  fpccial  dtreSion*  of  every  thing  that*  for  tbc 
prefeot,  I  have  appointed  you  to  be  acquainted  with* 
and  to  put  in  praiiice,  for  my  honour*  and  the  good  of 
your  own  and  others  fouls* 

1 1  And  as  1  was  (buck  blind  by  the  dazzling  I u fire 
which  darted  dire&ly  upon  mine  eyes*  and  was  too 
ftrong  for  them  to  bear,  feme  of  the  company*  whofc 
fight  was  not  afFcded  like  mine*  taking  companion  up¬ 
on  me,  afted  the  part  of  kind  guides  ;  and  under  their 
tondnftj  who  led  me  by  the  hand*  1  arrived  fafely  at 
Damafcuit  for  much  better  purpofes  than  thofc  with 
which  I  fet  out  for  that  city* 

\2  Accordingly*  in  the  event*  three  dr.ys  after  1 
came  thither*  {chap,  ix.  9.)  a  certain  man*  Ananias  by 
name,  who  was  a  truly  religious  perfon*,  and  a  devout 
ObfcTver  of  the  law  of  ItftfeS}  and  yet  a  faithful  bdie* 

ver  hi  the  Lord  jefos  Cbrift*  and  who  was  a  man  of 

Confiderable  note,  and  of  an  unblcmifhed  character,  a* 
mong  all  the  Jevss  that  refided  in  tbofe  para* 

13  This 

T  E. 

that  be  wai  a  co  reverted  ft*# ;  hot  have  form* 
id  the  ptnphnJt  in  fuen  a  manner,  it  may 
be  applied  Co  a  peribn  of  either  of  thefc  eha- 
radUr*,  without  dattrOimiiig  one  vay  or  tbc 
other. 


N  O 

*  A  devout  wn  according  fo  fie  (*»nf 

$wrt€+e  rii  vtfiov)  fecof  to  hr  the  df- 

Script  ion  of  a  profdjte  if  right tosf offs;  and 

yet  u  Ananias  afterwards  w*  1  j,  1 V 

£mi  Tui  fo tith*ry  and  the  God  of  ljraeiy  the 
Gad  of  ear  fathers*  1  raditr  hidiflc  to  think 


Cb.  xiii, 

b 

fj  Cum  onto 

n,  and  ftoodt 
bid  mo  me, 
Jtaxbcr  SmI*  re* 
eem  thy  fi^hL 
AM  the  (fine 
Lour  rlogkfd  op 
Upon  hid). 


n* 
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iQuij  beidg  directed  by  an  extra* 
heaven,  in  which  the  Lord  leful 


t4  Andhcrsifl, 

21c  {tod  of  our 
has  hiih  cho- 
fenitutf1ihatrhciu 

ChouMet  Iuipw 
bi*  and  foe 
that  juft  Ooctand 

piouldeft  hear  the 
twee  of  hi* 
fDouth* 


1  f  For  thoa 
fhilt  be  hi*  vit- 

ntf*  tinto  ull  ntn 

of  <«hai  thou  but! 
(ten  iod  heard* 


God 


itf  And  now 

whviarricftthou? 
artie,  and  be  bah- 
tiled,  2nd  W!t(ha* 

way 


told  him  tbe  circo  mlhmces  of  my  cafe,  {chap.  ix. 
t6.)  came  to  rite,  and  Handing  before  me,  and  laying 
hi*  hand*  upon  me,  {chap.  ix.  17.)  actofted  me  after 
the  following  manner.  My  dear  brother  Saul,  though 
you  have  hitherto  been  a  terror  to  our  churches,  1  now 
love  and  receive  you  as  one  whom  I  know  Chrift  has 
received  into  hi*  family ;  and  1  rejoice  to  Tell  you,  that 
our  great  Lord  has  fciit  me  with  a  eommiflion  to  reftore 
your  fight,  which  you  loft  by  the  fplendor  of  his  glory, 
that  overpowered  it  in  your  way  to  t hi*  place  5  accord* 
ingly,  in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority,  I  now  fay 
unto  you,  (*>«£*•+“»)  Lift  up  your  eyes,  receive  your 
fight  again,  and  look  at  me:  And  at  that  very  inftanr, 
through-  the  power  of  Chrift  which  accompanied  hit 
words,  I  looked  up;  and  fomething,  like  fifh-fcales, 
falling  from  mine  eyes,  {chap.  ix.  18.)  1  beheld  him  a* 
plainly  as  ever  I  could  have  done  before. 

14  Then  he  delivered  his  meflage,  with  which  ha 

":ion,  faying  to  this 
.  wbo  made  his  cove* 

nant  with,  and  was  adored  by,  our  venerable  anceftors, 
Abraham,  If  one,  and  Jacob,  and  by  all  oar  godly  pre* 
decefibrs,  has,  in  his  eternal  counfeU,  gfactouOy  choferi 
you  for  himfelf,  that  you  might  be  brought  to  the  la¬ 
ving  knowledge  of  hia  mind  and  will,  in  and  through 
his  Son  ;  and  that,  in  due  time,  you  might  have  a  mi¬ 
raculous  light  of  the  perfon  of  that  Jefus  who  met 
and  fpoke  to  you  on  the  road,  and  is,  by  way  of,  emi¬ 
nence  in  himfelf,  and  in  his  performances,  the  juft  Of 
righteous  One,  how  much  foever  yoo,  ahd  others  of  hit 
enemies,  have  reviled  and  treated  him  as  aa  impoftor  j 
and  that  you  might  again  hear  his  voice,  and  receive  a 
further  eommiflion,  and  more  abundant  revelations  front 
his  own  mouth.  {Gal.  i,  12.) 

15  For  I  am  commanded  to  tell  yOu,'  that  yoo  (halt 
have  this,  as  well  as  all  other,  peculiar  qualifications  of 
8n  apolUe,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ix.  17.)  in  order  to 
yoqr  publicly  teftifying  unto  all  nations,  and  all  ranks 
of  people  among  them,  {chap.  ix.  15.)  both  what  you 
have  already  been,  and  hereafter  fhall  be  an  eye  and 

ear-witnefs  of. 

16  And  now,  Why  (hould  yon.  any  longer  defer  de¬ 
voting  yourfelf  to  him  and  his  fervice,  according  to  bis 
inftitution  ?  Up,  and  he  doing  ;  fet  forward  for  your 
important  work  i  and,  in  order  hereunto,  vifibly  own 
and  honour  him,  by  being  baptized  in  his  name,  in  obe¬ 
dience 
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Tht 


Cfa>  xiiL 


wiy  thy  fmi,  wil¬ 
ing  cm  th<  nuuc 
<*f  th«  Lord. 


tfAiidltame 

topaft,  that*  when 
I  was  cnme  again 
to  jcniftleai,  e- 
tta  while  t  prayed 
in  the  temple,  I 
vwu  in  a  trance ; 


iS  And 

him  laying  unto 
me,  Mtkt  hade, 
and  get  thee 
quicktycnic  of  Jc- 
ruTalc/n ;  for  they 
vn\\  not  receive 

thyceftimonjeoa* 
moiug  me. 


And  !  Ctld, 
Lord,  they  know 
that  limprifoned, 
and  beat  in  every 
friugogiic,  them 
that  believed  on 


ao  And  when 

the  blood  oT  thy 
martyr  Stephen 


«» 


diencc  to  his  authority,  and  tn  teftimony  of  your  faith 
in  him,  and  of  your  being  dean  fed  from  the  guilt  and 
defilement  of  your  fins,  by  pardoning  and  fanctifying 
grace ;  and  let  your  religious  and  fiducial  addreffes  be 
made  to  him,  as  the  only  Saviour,  that  all  the  cove* 
nan  t-ble  flings  may  be  conferred  on  you*  and  all  the  du* 
ties  performed  by  you,  vhich  are  fignified  by  Chriftian 
bapeifm. 

ij  Now,  fJ()  according  to  the  forementiomrd  pre- 
di&ion  of  Ananias ,  (wr/  14,  15.)  it  was  gracioufly 
ordered  feveral  years  afterwards,  (fee  the  note  on  ebap* 
it,  17.)  that  when  I  returned  to  Jervfaitm,  even  while 
]  was  one  day  pouring  out  my  heart  before  the  Lord 
by  folemn  prayer  in  the  temple,  (which  thews  my  ve¬ 
neration  for  that  holy  place)  I  then  fell  into  a  divine 
ecftacy,  my  eyes  being  open  and  awake,  to  behold  the 
reprefemations  that  in  a  fupernatural  way  were  made 
to  me. 

18  And  I  therein  evidently  few  tbe  perfon  of  the 
Lord  Jefus  himfelf,  and  plainly  heard  him  faying  to  me 
in  words  of  the  following  purport,  Go  forthwith  oat  of 
the  temple  t  and,  inftead  of  (laying  to  preach  the  got- 
pet  at  JerufitUnti  be  as  expeditious  as  you  can,  in  de¬ 
parting  from  it  to  carry  on  your  work  clfe where :  For 
the  inhabitants  of  this  cuy  are  fo  perverfe  and  prej udifed 
again  ft  me,  that  they  will  not  attend  to,  and  believe 
tbe  do&rine  of  falvation,  which  I  have  made  known  to 
you,  and  which  chiefly  con  fids  in  the  teftimony  that 
you,  as  an  apoftle,  are  to  hear  to  my  name,  as  tbe  cru¬ 
cified,  rifen,  and  exalted  Saviour. 

lj>  Tbeu  I,  furprifed  at  tbis  declaration,  and  loth  to 
entertain  any  hard  thoughts  of  my  dear  countrymen,  and 
kindred  after  the  flelh,  whofe  falvation  1  paffionately 
long  for,  {Rom,  ix.  1, — 3,)  humbly  pleaded  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  faying.  Lord,  I  had  great  hopes  of  being  very 
ufefuj  to  this  people,  and  of  their  regarding  thy  graci¬ 
ous  meiftgc,  as  delivered  by  me,  rather  than  by  others 
of  thine  apoftles :  For  it  is  uni verf ally  known  among 
them,  that  1  formerly  was  fuch  a  blind,  higntted,  and 
bitter  enemy  to  thee,  and  to  thy  inured,  caufe,  and 
people,  as  to  be  uncommonly  vigorous  and  aftive  in 
fearching  out  tbe  believers  on  thy  name,  and  dragging 
them  to  prifoos ;  and  in  bringing  them  co  be  infamoufly 
treated,  and  fcourged  in  every  fynagogue,  wherever  I 
came  and  found  any  of  them. 

20  And  particularly  when  thy  fenrant  SUphet r,  that 
eminent  difciple  and  evangelift,  who  was  the  fir  ft  martyr 
for  thee,  was  (toned  to  death,  it  is  notorious,  efpecisUly 

here 
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v*t  ifacd,  1  ilTo 
to  (boding  by* 
aqd  confeHing 
Wttto  hit .  deilh, 
and  kept  the  ni- 
roA  of  them  that 
flew  bun. 


it  And  he  bid 
quo  me.  Depart  i 
for  1  *tU  tiM 
thee  far  hcKtun* 
to  the  Ocsiiki* 


%%  And  they 

gave  him  audi¬ 
ence  unto  this 
vord ,  and  tbe* 
lift  np  their  voi¬ 
ces,  and  (Mt  A* 
tfiy,  with  Jbcb  a 
fellow  from  the 
earth  :  for  it  is 
not  fit  thic  ire 
Jbould  live. 


here  at  Jtrufalem)  that  I  was  prrfent  as  one  of  the  moft 
zealous  to  vote  againft  him,  and  to  concur  in  bringing 
him  to  bis  tragical  end  $  and  that,  to  (hew  how  migh¬ 
tily  I  was  pleated  with  it,  1  took  care  of  the  garments 
of  thofc  who  ftript  them  (elves  for  the  murderous  exe¬ 
cution.  This  people  therefore  have  the  greateft  rtafon 
to  believe,  that  it  is  merely  from  a  fopematwral  change* 

which  thy  alt-conquering  grace  has  "made  upon  my 
heart,  that  1  now  believe  in  thee,  and.  preach  tbe  faith, 
which,  as  they  all  know,  I  once  deftroyed and  fo 
they  will  probahly  be  tbe  better  difpofed  to  hear  me* 
at  And  yet,  after  all  that  J  could  fay  in  good  will  to 
my  brethren  the  Jew r,  he,  who  knows  the  beam  of 
all  men,  and  them  that  are  bis,  and  has  a  right  to  fend 
his  gofpel,  and  make  it  effir&ual  wherever  he  pleaf«, 
faw  that  they  would  rather  count  me  an  apoftntc,  and 
be  tbe  more  irritated  againft  me,  for  cfpaufing  bis 
caufe,  than  be  induced  to  regard  my  teihmony ;  and 
therefore  be  ftill  infilled,  that  I  (hould  quit  Jerpfalem 
without  any  further  difputing,  or  delay :  For,  faid  be, 
1  will  fend  you  from  hence  into  far  diftant  countries,  to 
turn  the  idolatrous  Gentiles ;  from  darknefs  to  light k 
and fdom  the  power  of  Satan  to  God.  ( Chap.  uvi.  1 8.) 

ii  Ihe  Jews  heard  all  this  difeourfe  with  tolerable 
patience,  till  the  apoftle  came  to  mention  his  being  fent 
to  tbe  Gentiles  t  but  then  they  were  fo  terribly  exafpe- 
rated,  that,  to  drown  bis  voice,  and  e % prefs  their  indig¬ 
nation  and  fcorn  at  the  thought  of  fuch  favours  being 
fliewa  to  mere  heathens,  whom  they  had  in  the  utmoft 
abhorrence  aud  contempt*  they  cried  out  in  a  tumultu¬ 
ous  manner,  with  abundance  of  noife  and  fury.  Away 
with  this  wortfalefs,  peftilent  fellow,  who  talks  of  pre¬ 
ferring  idolators  to  us,  the  only  people  of  God :  AV  e 
cannot  bear  u>  look  at  him  ;  let  him  be  banged  up  and 
cut  off  from  the  earth :  For  it  is  by  no  means  reason¬ 
able,  fit,  or  fafe,  that  fuch  a  wretch  (hould  live  any 


And  is  they 
tried  out*  a JK* 
eaft  ofT  ibeir 
clodict,andthrn* 
dttfl  uito  tbe 


longer. 

23  And  while  they  thus  outrageoufly  clamoured  a- 
gainft  him,  and  fome  of  them,  in  token  of  their  ut* 
moft  detellatioo,  flripf  off  their  garments,  in  order  to 
their  iloning  him  to  death,  as  an  apoftate  and  blafphe- 
mer  ;  and  others  threw  dull  about  in  the  uir,  as  if  they 
would  fm other  and  bury  him  alive  »  and  all  of  them 


*4  The  rfiicf 
optalu  uom- 
nuaded 


were  fo  mad  againft  him,  that  they  knew  not  bow  to 
contain  themfclves,  and  nothing  lefs  was  to  be  expect¬ 
ed,  than  that  they  would  immediately  murder  him. 

24  the  Raman  officer,  partly  from  a  principle 

of  honour,  partly  from  fear  of  ill  confcqtieucce  to  him- 

fclf. 
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mandaf  hnn  to 
be  brought  into 
the  cattle,  and 
bade  that  he 
(bon Id  be  exami¬ 
ned  by  fcourginn 
that  he  might 
know  wherefore 

they  cried  (o  flr 
guatt  him. 


felf,  in  cafe  he  fliould  fuffer  Pdv/  to  be  maflacred  in  his 
prefence,  and  partly  from  apprehenfions  that  be  might 
poffibly  hare  been  guilty  of  fame  notorious  crime,  and 
apparently  under  the  influence  of  the  over  ruling  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  who  takes  care  of  his  fervants  hi  times 
of  the  great  eft  danger,  ordered  his  foldiers  to  refeue  him 
out  of  their  hands,  and  coodud  him  forwards  into  the 
tower  of  Antonia  ;  and  then  in  fie  ad  of  calling  his  ad* 
verfaries  to  a  fevere  account,  as  they  deferred,  for  their 
tumultuous,  unlawful,  and  fhamefu)  treatment  of  his 
prlfoner,  he  unjufUy  ordered  him  to  he  ftricUy  exami¬ 
ned  under  the  lalh,  to  make  him  accufe  himfelJF,  and  to 
extort  a  confeffion  from  his  own  mouth,  of  what  incen- 
Gng  mifdemeanors  were  chargeable  upon  him,  that  by 
this  cruel  means  he  might  be  falisfied  about  the  realbn 
of  the  violent  rage  of  the  Jews*  in  which  they  with  fo 
much  indignation  cried  out,  Shame  upon  him,  kill  him 
out  of  the  way, 

2j  But  while  the  foldiers  were  ftretching  out  his  arms, 
and  fattening  him  with  leathern  ftraps  to  the  whipping 
poft,  eruT^rrwf  wjfj  ju  order  to  his  being 

fCQurged  with  rods  *,  the  apoftle  turning  to  the  centu* 
rion,  who  flood  by  to  fee  hisfuperior  officers  commands 
executed,  faid  to  him,  with  a  calm  difpadionatc  tem¬ 
per,  and  not  merely  for  bis  own  fake,  who  was  ready 
not  to  be  bound  mfyy  but  oI/q  to  die  at  Jerufalem,  for  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jt/vt,  {chap*  xxit  13.)  but  chiefly  for 
the  caufe  of  righteoufnefs  and  civil  liberty,  which  he  on 
all  occafions  meuuoufly  aflerted,^*:^.  xvi.  37.  and 
xxv*  10, 1 1*)  Have  you  any  legal  authority  to  put  a  Ro¬ 
man  citizen  to  the  torture,  in  ibis  ignominious  manner, 
to  force  a  ceofefljon  from  him,  and  that  before  he  has 
been  tried,  con vi died,  and  condemned  for  any  fault  £ 

26  The  centurion,  hearing  him  fpeak  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  was  dartled  at  it  *  and,  going  immediately  to  his 
captain,  faid.  It  will  be  nccettary,  Sir,  to  proceed  with 
prudence,  lenity,  and  caution,  in  what  you  order  to  be 
done  to  this  man  *y  it  behoves  you  to  take  good  care,  that 
you  do  not  bring  yourfelf  into  a  praemunire  :  For  I  per¬ 
ceive,  by  a  qucftion  he  put  to  me,  that  after  all,  he  hap* 
pens  to  be  a  freeman  of  Rome* 

27  Then  the  chief  captain  being  alarms  A  with  feaf, 
as  knowing  the  feverity  of  the  Roman  laws  againft  thofe 
that  fliould  bind  and  fcourge  any  of  Us  citizens,  efpcci- 

ally 

MOTE*  * 

*  A  freeman  of  Some  might  he  bound  vi*h  whh  diofigvor  Jcourjrr  hirf  with  roda.  ft* 
•  chain*  and  beaten  with  a  ftafT;  but  it  was  Dr,  I^rdntr'j  (teJibi&j  aj  ikr  gcjfrt 
Iff  It  fined  in  on  fa  finable  iwligpity  bind  bio  toL  L  p*A79* 


if  And  at  they 

bound  him  with 
thong*,  Paul  faid 
unto  the  ceaturi* 
911  that  flood  by* 
la  k  hvftil  for 
you  to  fcOurgc  a 
man  tbal  is  a  Ro. 
man,  uid  uocurt- 
damned  t 


ti  When  the 

tEonirioe  kard 
duf*  he  went  and 
toJd  the  chief 
captain,  faying, 
Take  heed  what 
thou  daft ;  fnr 
this  man  Is  a  Ro* 

mao* 

aj  Then  the 
tkitf  captain 

and  Aid 
wm 
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onto  him,  Tell 

me,  an  thou  z 

Room  ?  He  fiid. 
Yea. 

iB  And  the 
chief  captain  an- 

fWcrtd,  With  a 
gftalfutn  obtain- 

Ar.i  Paul  fttd, 
Bji  l  was  fret- 
bom* 


i$Then  ftraight- 
wa y  (hey  decri¬ 
ed  from  him 
which  ihouldhave 
examined  him : 
and  iW chief  cap* 
tiifl  alfb  wac  a- 
frjtdp  after  he 
intw  that  he  vu 
a  Kom^n,  and 
betutfr  he  had 
hpuod  hint 


30  On  the  mor¬ 
row,  bettufr  he 
would  have 
known  the  ccr- 
uiaty  wherefore 
he  wajt  area  fed  nf 

the  Jew*,  he  loo- 
fr-d  from  him 
Ijandi,  and  com¬ 
manded  the  chief 
pridls  4t;d  ail 

ihrir  council  to 
appear  ,  ■  and 
brought  Pdiil 
down  ,  and  f*t 
him  before  t  Item. 


■ 

ally  without  a  fair  trial  and  legal  condemnation,  went 
and  fpokc  courteoufly  to  Paul  himfelf,  faying.  Be  fo 
good  as  to  deal  ftankly  with  me.  Are  you  indeed  a 
freeman  of  Rome?  Paul  anfwered,  Yes,  Sir,  I  really  am. 

38  The  chief  captain  replied,  u  being  (till  more  a-, 
mazed  at  this,  than  tie  was  that  Pop/ coaid  fpeak  Greek, 
{chap.  xxi.  37.)  Since  by  what  you  yoarfelf  told  me,  and 
by  your  Hebrew  fpeecb,  hot  now  delivered  to  tbe  peo¬ 
ple,  {chap,  xii,  3?i  40.)  you  feem  to  be  a  Jew,  and  by 
your  appearance  one  can  fcarce  think  that  you  could 
purchafe  this  dignity,  which  cod  me  a  great  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  How  came  you  hy  it  ?  Paul  anfwered,  I  had  it  not 
by  redempnon,  but  by  birth  f,  as  the  fon  of  a  freeman. 

19  Then  Ljftas,  believing  that  what  Paul  faid  was 
true,  immediately  ordered  tnofe  that  were  going  to  ex¬ 
amine  him  by  fcourgmg,  to  nnbind  and  let  him  alone  ; 
which  they  accordingly  did,  and  went  their  way,  not 
without  fome  fear  that  they  had  been  too  a£thrc  in  put¬ 
ting  thofe  indignities  upon  him:  And  when  L^fias, 
their  chief  commanding  officer,  came  to  know  him  to 
be  a  Roman  citizen,  he  alfo  was  in  a  terrible  fright,  left 
he  himfelf  fhould  fed  the  fevere  refentments  of  the  go¬ 
vernment,  becaufe  he  had  ralhly  ordered  him  to  he 
bound  and  beaten,  before  he  had  inquired  into  his  ch»- 
ra£ker,  or  heard  what  he  had  to.  fay  in  his  own  behalf. 

30  And  the  next  day,  being  defirous  to  know  with 
certainty,  and  in  the  mod  unexceptionable  manner, 
what  the  crimes  were,  that  had  fb  highly  provoked  the 
Jews,  and  that  they  could  really  lay  to  bis  prifoner’s 
charge, he  took  a  more  prudenr,equitabie,and  warycourfe 
than  before,  more  unexceptionable  in  Us  own  nature, 
more  fafe  to  himfelf,  and  as  obliging  as  podible  to  the 
Jews :  He  fet  the  apoflle  at  liberty  from  his  bonds,  that 
he  might  not  feem  to  prejudge  him  ;  and  then  called 
the  chief- pr lefts,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  ix.  14.)  and  the 
reft  of  the  fanbedrim  together,  to  hear  and  examine  him 
in  full  council ;  and,  bringing  Paul  down  from  the  pri¬ 
son,  placed  him  before  them,  that  he  might  have  free 
leave  to  fpeak  for  himfelf,  and  they  to  make  their  ob- 
jc&ions  again  ft  him. 

RECOL. 

T  E. 

as  fcvecal  Jfvi  had  tn  thrift  days*  for  fom< 
remarkable  ferviers  to  the  common  wealth* 
Sec  p.  48J,— It  fo,  Paai  wuont 
of  thole  freert^n  whom  the  Kvwcf  ciM 
Libtrttnii  as  b?ii>g  the  children  of  futh  js  had 
licci:  free,  in^iflinclion  frooi  the  Lber* 

th  who  had  hrcii  marie  free  thtmfdvds,  and 
frr^i  the  who  were  Nim  of  parer  t* 

th  st  had  tKfn  always  free-  Sec  Ktrtatf*  $  i£> 

Mill**  JI.  p7. 


N  0 

f  Pm/ fee ms  to  have  been /w-fc»rat  not 

hf  virtue  of  hit  nativity  at  Ttfi/u,  arhti 
btett  fuppoicnl  by  many  ;  For  had  that  been 
a  Rmm  eolony-,  veiled  with  the  honour  of 
1  he  ciiTzeo^Oiiji  of  jfafnr,  Lyfai  mull  have 
inrtwti  it ;  and  confcqueotty  could  not  have 
wondered  how  Paul  came  by  it,  fmee  he  had 
rcPd  him  before,  chap*  xx\*  jp*  that  he  was 
a  Jkv  of  Tarfui*  Bur,  pethaps,  he  v?z $  bom 
cf  aoacfbn  (hit  iii  obtained  this  privies, 
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With  what  prudence  and  temper,  courage  and  faitbfulnefs,  is  the  caufr  of 
Cbrift  to  be  maintained  againft  its  mu ft  malicious  oppofers  !  And  at  as,  with  what 
furious  zeal  are  blind  bigots  inflamed  againftit,  even  to  the  perfecting  of  its 
profeflbrs  unto  death.  But  how  much  better  is  their  fenfe  of  things  when  God 
reaches  their  hearts  by  converting  grace,  which,  in  a  fpi ritual  fenfe  >  carries  all 
the  evidence  of  a  Jhining  light  round  about  them,  and  of  2  voice  fpcaking  to  them. 
Many  indeed  may  fee  fomething  of  this  light,  and  hear  fomething  i-onfufedfy  of 
this  voice,  like  Paul’s  companions  in  his  journey,  without  thoroughly  undtr- 
ftanding  them  ;  but  wherever  God  has  really  begun  a  good  work  in  any  fouls, 
whether  it  be  in  the  ufuaJ*  or  in  an  extraordinary  way,  he  will  lead  them,  by 
bis  providence,  to  the  ordinary  means  of  his  appointment  and  bleffing»to  carry  it 
on  till  they  come  to  be  acquainted  with  his  wiU,  relating  to  the  further  duties  that 
lye  before  them,  and  till  they  come  to  know  that  he  tmehofrn  them  for  hiui&lf. 
And  if,  as  was  Paul* s  cafe,  they  have  uot  been  entered  into  the  gofpel' covenant 
in  the  days  of  their  infancy,  they  ought  to  be  baptifcd  in  token  of  their  purga¬ 
tion  from  the  guilt  and  pollution  of  their  fins,  by  the  blood  and  fpirit  of  Chrilt ; 
and  they  ought  religioudy  and  fiduclally  to  invoke  the  name  of  rhe  Lord  Jcfus, 
as  a  divine  Saviour*  He  will  lliew  them  the  way  they  (liouldtake;  and  if  he 
calls  them  to  holy  min!  A  rations,  though  they  may  be  rejofted  by  fame,  he  will 
direct  their  eourfe  elfewherc,  and  open  the  hearts  of  others,  though  it  be  in  dif- 
lant  countries,  and  among  the  molt  unlikely  people  to  receive  them.  But  O 
how  impatient  are  tclf-concehed  zealots,  at  the  thoughts  of  the  freenefe  and  fo* 
vereignty  of  God’s  grace,  in  leaving  them,  and  making  its  way  to  the  moft  un¬ 
worthy!  And  how  obftinately  do  they  (hut  their  eyes  again  ft  the  moft  evident  ap¬ 
pearances  of  God’s  own  interpofing,  by  his  Providence  aud  Spirit,  to  fend  and 
fueceed  his  gofpel,  among  people  of  odious  and  defpicabfe  characters,  like  the 
idolatrous  heathens  !  But  when  violent  outrages,  on  this  and  fitch  like  accounts* 
threaten  the  lives  of  his  faithful  Servants,  his  over ‘ruling  Providence  ratfes  up  in- 
ftrumenU  for  their  protection  ;  in  order  to  which,  they  may  lawfully  infill  on 
tbeir  civil  rights  and  privileges*  as  well  as  other  men ;  and  while  they  ftand  up 
for  truth  and  liberty*  they  fttall  be  owned  of  God,  and  often  favoured  with  op¬ 
portunities  of  defending  his,  and  their  own  righteous  caufe* 


CHAP.  XXIII. 

Paul*  in  the  prefence  of  the  council  at  Jerufalem,  folemnly  proftjfet  hit 
integrity,  and  bat  a  Jbatp  rencounter  with  the  high  prtejl,  I , — 5. 
He  prudently  fets  bis  adverfaries  at  variance  one  with  another ,  and 
.  fo-  brings  himfelf  off  ,  6, — I  o.  The  Lord  Jefut  encourages  him  in  a 
vifiont againji  further  troubles  that  he  Jhotild  meet  with  at  Rome, 
II.  The  Jews  confptre  againji  bit  lift,  1 2, — 15.  Their  wicked de- 
fign  it  difeovered  to  Lyfias,  the  chief  captain,  and  he  prevents  the 
execution  of  it,  by  fending  Paul  under  a  Jlrong  guard  to  Felix  the 
governor  of  Caefarca,  16,-35. 

Tbit.  PARAPHRASE. 

ANT>nen“l  HEN  Paul  was  brought  before  the  fanheirim ,  or 

boUiagthccou n-  V™  grea*  «OUOcH,  at  Jerufalem ,  he  looked  with  un. 

d),  daunted  courage  opon  them ;  and,  as  by  his  former  con* 

verlation  with  men  of  figure  and  learning,  he  |tnew 
many  of  their  laces,  and  what  their  tenets  were}  he  care* 
fully  viewed  them  all  around  him,  to  obfei  ve  what  num¬ 
ber# 
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m 


eil,  ftid.  Men, 

W  kuluiui,  *1 

hive  jived  in  iIJ 
food  confcicnc* 
WforcGod  and! 
fhudiy. 


i  And  the 

high  prlcft  Ana* 
niu  commended 

lliem  that  liood 
by  him  to  fmil* 
him  oq  ibt 
mouth. 


3  Then  fi!d 

Pent  unto  him, 
Cod  Audi  fmite 

thcc, 


vol*  iil 


bcrs  there  were  of  different  fe£h  among  them)  that  ho 
might  order  his  caufe  before  them,  to  the  beft  ad  van- 
tagc,  for  his  own  fiafety;  and  then  add  re  (Ted  them  in 
the  following  manner.  Ye  men  and  brethren,  before 
whom  l  am  convened tq  give  an  account  of  myfelf,  and 
from  whom  I  would  hope  for  a  f/u  and  favourable  hear* 
ing,  as  being  a  man  of  the  fame  common  nature,  of 
the  fame  nation,  and  defeended  from  the  fame  religious 
fcnceflors  with  yourfeives  ;  though  I  have  been  extreme* 
ly  mifre  prefen  ted  and  vtllificd,  1  can  fotemnly  appeal  to 
God,  who  knows  my  heart,  that  in  my  religion  and 
morals,  1  have  always,  abating  human  infirmities,  main* 
tained  a  confident io us  regard  to  him,  and  haveaftcJ  with 
great  fineexity,  according  to  my  light,  as  under  his  all* 
feeing  eye,  in  every  turn  and  period  of  my  life,  to  this 
very  day  :  While  I  continued  the  profrflion  of  a  Jew*  I 
was,  touching  tbe  right  coufne ft  cf  the  ldwyhtamelcfs9  ( Phil. 
iii.  6.)  and,  even  in  peffecuting  the  Chriftians,  / verify 
thought  that  l ought  to  do  if,  {chap*  xxvi*  p.):  Afterwards, 
in  my  embracing  and  preaching  the  faith  of  Chrift,  £ 
acted  upon  the  (trongefl  conviction  and  cleared  evidence* 
in  direct  con  tradition  to  my  former  miftaken  fenti* 
mems  and  prejudices,  {chap.  ix.  i,— 20.)  and  I  have 
ever  fincc  ferved  God  with  a  pure  confci*ncet  and F  been 
wiling  to  live  bonejtfyy  which  I  can  now  rejoice  in  be¬ 
fore  him.  (a  Tim.  i*  3.  Heb*  xiii,  iB,  and  2  Cor* 

i*  12.} 

a  But  (*)  as  the  falfc  prophet,  Ztdckiah9  froote  MU 
caiabt  the  prophet  of  the  Lord,  (1  Kingt  xxii.  24 .)  and 
as  Pajbury  the  chief  governor  of  the  houfc  of  the  Lord, 
fmote  the  propha  Jeremtaby  {Jer*  xx.  1,  2*)  and  an  of* 
ficer  (truck  the  hleff-d  Jefus  himfelf,  for  his  anfwer  to 
the  high  pried,  [John  xviii.  22.)  in  token  of  indignation 
and  contempt;  fo  Ananias  the  high  pried,  who  was  pre* 
tickm  of  this  auguft  afleoibly,  was  fo  i  nee  fifed  at  Pavt* 
opening  his  fpeech  with  fuch  a  free,  bold,  and  folemn 
protedationof  his  own  integrity,  and  was  fo  inveterate  h* 
his  fpirit  again  ft  the  gofpel,  that,  calling  out  to  thofe 
that  ftopd  near  him,  he  imperioufly  oideied  them  to 
fhike  him  on  the  face  for  it,  to  (lop  his  mouth,  and  not 
fuffer  him  to  go  on  at  that  rate;  which  was  accordingly 
done, 

3  Then  Paul  being' under  Tome  emotion  of  fpirit,  at 
fuch  a  fudden  and  illegal  abufe,  and  being  like  wife  un¬ 
der  a  divine  and  prophetic  impulfe,  fa  id  to  him,  in  lan¬ 
guage  near  a  kin  to  that  which  his  great  Lord  had  ufed 
to  the  fciibca  and  Pharifcca,  ( Msttb .  wiii.  27*)  Thou 

t  S  hypo- 
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thee,  thouvMted 
wall:  for  Irtcft 
thou  to  judge  me 
after  the  law,  and 
comiMfhlHI  me 
to  be  iVmtteit  eon- 
Ifvy  to  the  law  ? 


hypocrite 


God  in  his  holy  Providence  will  vindicate 


his  own  and  my  righteous  caufe,  and  will  avenge  the  in* 
jury  you  have  done  me,  by  a  terrible  ftroke  of  his  judg¬ 
ment  upon  you,  who,  notwith Handing  your  fpecious 
ihew  of  religion!  arc  hut  like  a  whited  mud  wait,  that 
appears  beautiful  without,  while  within  it  is  nothing 
but  ftickr>,  ft  raw*,  and  dirt:.  For  while  you  pretend  to 
fit  ns  a  judge  upon  me,  to  try  and  convi£t  me  in  a  re-* 


gular  procefs,  according  to  the  law  of  God,  how  unjuft 
and  unwarrantable  is  it  in  you,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
command  me  to  be  ftricken,  in  direft  con  tradition  to  a 


4  And they  that 
Hood  by  laid*  Re¬ 
viled  iluiu  God's 
high  print  t 


t  Ther*  foUt 
Taul,  I  wilt  noc, 
brethren,  that  he 
the  high 
f  rid)  v  tor  u  i* 
written. 


known  rule  in  that  law  itfeif,  which  fays,  Thou  Jbalt  do 
unrighttmfntfs  in  judgment >  hut  in  rigkteovfneft  jhmlt 
thou  judge  thy  neighbour?  {Lev.  xix,  iy*)  And  how  could 
you  jufiifiably  life  me  after  this  rate,  in  defiance  of  all 
right  and  equity,  without  fo  much  as  hearing  what  I 
have  to  fay  for  myfdf,  in  It  cad  of  inquiring  diligently  into 
the  merits  of  the  caufe,  which  you  ought  to  have  done, 
according  to  another  rule  in  the  judicial  law  <  (Dcut* 
xvii-  4,} 

4  Hereupon  fbme  that  were  prefent  in  court,  having 
a  high  veneration  for  Ananias7*  office- charafter,  and 
overlooking  the  notorious  injury  he  had  done  to  the  a- 
poflle  ff  fa  id  with  a  taunt.  What  infoWtce  is  this !  How 
Our  ft  you  fpeak  witb  fuch  calumny  and  contempt  to  fo 
facrcd  a  perfon  as  the  high  prieft,  whom  God  has  fet 
over  his  people  f 

5  As  foon  as  Paul  heard  this,  he  apdogizrd  for  his 
expreffions,  faying,  I  did  not  fee  who  it  was  that  or^ 
dered  me  to  be  (truck,  nor  didl,  brethren,  confider  him 
as  the  high  prieft,  when  I  uttered  thofe  words  j  if  I 
had,  ahd  the  prophetic  Spirit  had  not  moved  me  to  ex- 
prefs  tnyfelf  as  I  did,  X  fhouW  not  have  taken  the  liberty 
tq  fpcak  in  fo  fsvereaud  dUirefpc&rul  a  manner  to  him, 

how 


■  .  NOTES, 

*  Perhaps  the  aiWtfc  ffrignt  ufc  this  op-  fore  to  be  undcritaod,  a^  delivered  by  a  pnh 
pmbriouh  title,  with  raEhcr  too  much  warmth  pHetic  impttfte,  like  the  imprecation*  in  Pfah 
cf  temper,  under  a  violent  effort  of  the  Lip  cix.  6,  dre*  and  on  Altxavitr  the  topper- 
of  hte  Members  3  gain  ft  the  law  of  hie  mind,  fmith,  %  lln.  iv*  14,  Accordingly  teverai 
according  to  his  cboipUntlj  chap*  rn.  13.14*  expofffors,  Grtfhs  fPbitiry,  and  others,  have 
through  inattention,  fcdffcn  ftH-prUe,  and  taken  notice,  that  this  predi£tiot)  «as  fultiU* 
high  pmvotnion :  But  if  there  vtnc  a  min-  «4,  either  by  Anaaits'*  bring  (lata,  or  by  his 
lure  of  fmful  infintliy  In  it,  1  C£t  by  no  pcrilbitlg  in  tfte  of  or  by  hit 

means,  think  that  he  vu  fo  far  under  the  bring  deputed  and  font  bound  10  i Umt  i  and 
power  of  CurrnptfonV  w  to  with  eVif  loibe  fo  wbat  the  apoftlc  Grid  (and  tame  to  pafs) 
high  prieft,  or  denounce  the  judgment*  of  under  divine  faggritfon,  is  an  example  to  be 
God  attain  ft  him,  from  any  revengeful  pat  imitated'  by  others,  as  fpeaking  by  lhrfrown 
£00  of  lits  o  arn  trvlnd ;  this  bring  fo  incos*  private  fpirtt* 

ffffviM  with  Jus-own  amiable  temper  ud  tbfc-  f  Some  Have  thought  that  the  period*  who 
jatW,  and  with  the  very  natore  and  genius  laid  tbit,  Cud  whom  the  apoftlc  ffiJt*  Are* 
jf  the  gofpd,  and  of  true  grace  in  the  Jwarr,  tbrtn  in  the  next  verfe,  Orcre  bdieriug  JtiifSp 
The  ihleaioiDg  part  of  tbb  ftctcacc  b  there-  ibat  was  rafoiti  for  the  barf-  sad  a»fc- 

qoemlj 
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nikuo ,  Thou 
Quit  Dot  fyak. 
evil  of  tbe  ruler 
of  ihy  people. 


i  But,  when 
Paul  ptrcciTcd 
fhitthebne  part 
wen  Saddiicees, 
and  tbe  other 
PbiriTM,  Keen* 
cd  oot  ip  the 
council,  Meb  and 
brethren,  I  am  a 
Phtrifer, 


how  injurioufly  foever  he  had  treated  me  *  :  For  a9  I 
fa  id  before  (wr,  i.)  that  1  have  lived  in  all  good  con*, 
fciencc  before. God  to  this  day*  fo  I  (hould  have  paid  a 
religions  regard  to  that  injunction  of  .the  law,  which,  to 
keep  up  a  juft  reverence  fur  mag iftracy,  in  ordinary  cafes*, 
fays,  Thou  Jbail  not  reifile,  or  fpeak  di (honourably i  of  tbe 
gods,  or  judges  *  nor  cujfe,  or  denounce  menacing  fen* 
tences  agattift,  tbe  rulers  of  thy  people.  (£xod  xxiL  28.) 

6  Now  (S<)  when  Paul  perceived,  by  tbe  obfervattoa 
he  had  made,  (tvr.  1.)  that  one  part  of  this  affembly 
confided  of  Sadduceet  and  another  of  Pharifees ,  fo  as  to 
be  pretty  equally  divided  between  both,  he,  in  his  great 
penetration,  judged  that  a  fair  opportunity  offered  to 
difeoheert  their  mea  fares  again  ft  him,  by  retting  them 
at  variance  among  themfelves  *  and  therefore,  railing 
his  voice,  he  (poke  aloud  in  the  prefence  of  the  council, 
that  all  .might  hear  him,  faying,  Men  and  brethren,  as 
1  am  one  of  your  own  nation,  fo  my  education  and  re¬ 
ligion* 

NOTES. 


qntntfy  far  the  hdnotir  of  the  high  pried. 
But  a*  brethren  was  a  common  fatararfion,  and 
the  apoftlc  had  ufrd  it  toward  the  council  in 
hb  (turanct  oi>  his  defence,  ver.  it  and  re* 
fume  it,  w.  1  and  zs  his  behaviour  lay  io> 
mediately  under  thetr  CQgmftnce,  it.  is  very 
quelli  op  able  whether  the  bcticviug  JiWi 
wmld  inicrpoft,  and  fa  publicly  take  the 
high  pridVs  part  again  ft  him  j  dpecfolty 
bnce  they  could  not  hut  know,  that  the  high 
prieft  ml  council  were  (hen  Unking  at  the 
whole  ra  ofe  of  Chrift unity  idetf  through  tbe 
apoftlt's  fide*. 

4  The  paraphnie  on  tbe  former  pm  of 
this  verie,  b  formed  to  compart  with  tie 
two  moft  prevailing  ftmimenw  of  expofitors 
opon  it)  feme  of  which  confide?  It  as  an 
cafe,  and  othen  as  a  jttjlifitalwx  of  vhat  the 
apoftlehad  ftid,  They  that  take  It  for  an 
txcttfe  and  retradiM,  foppofe  him  to  own  tfat 
he  iwlly  did  not  know  Ananias  to  he  the 
high  prieft,  his  ignorance  of  which  might  be 
occafioned  by  his  having  been  for  feme  years 
ah  fait  from  and  by  the  high  prltft's 

not  appearing  in  his  diftinrafaiug  place,  or 
vcftitioitt  I  And  Dr*  Whitby  fuppofes,  that 
though  the  apoftle,  aftiog  as  a^prophet,  was 
not  under  the  obligation  of  the  recited  law, 
as  others  were  $  yet,  the  prophetic  impuift 
which  was  upon  him,  did  oot  permit  him  to 
advert  that  it  was  the  high  pridt,  left  that 
law  Quniid  have  rdtralncd  him  from  com¬ 
plying  with  that  imputft.  To  which  J  would  , 
add,  that  he  might  be  looking  another  way, 
to  obferre  what  parties  tbe  council  confifted 
of  when  the  high  prieft  fpoke ;  and  fo  really 
did  nor  (as  the  word  here  tried  fbmetnnes 
figoifics)  that  it  vA  be  who  gave  the  order 
to  loritc  him.  But  they  that  mats  hk  au- 


fwer  a  jufttficatftti  of  what  he  had  laid,  think 
It  highly  improbable,  that  theapoftlc  fhoukl 
not  know  the  high  prieft,  fincc  he  had  been 
about  feven  (lays  in  the  temple,  (chap,  xai* 
i7*)  and  could  hardly  fail  of  feeing  him  ott 
fame  of  thole  days,  and  fmee,  Irum  what  is 
Grid,  ycr*  0*  ho  teemed  to  know  a  cutfidor- 
able  cumber  of  die  council 1  and  as  he  at 
Icaft  know  tKat  Ananias  was  one  of  theni 

who  then  ftt  as  judges  upon  bint,  the  Uw  a. 
gainft  reviftttg  tbe  Tetters  of  the  feepk  would 
have  beta  as  much  violated  by  whai  he  utter* 
cd,  as  if  ho  had  known  him  to  bo  the  high 
prieft.  When  therefore  the  apoftie  faidt 
idfiv)  X'anfi  mi,  or  did  not  know  that  bt  vat 
tbe  Ugh  fritftf  he  might  man  that,  at  the 
dath  of  Chrift,  and  nt*  pridlhood  in  heaa 
ten,  had  pm  an  end  to  the  divine  authority 
of  that  office  on  earth,  and  as  the  Rejrwr.s  had 
ufutped  an  unlawful  power  in  di  (poling  <»f  itr 
juft  as  they  pie  a  let  I,  and  A^owf  had  obtain¬ 
ed  it  by  bribery,  l'hc  spoil  k  did  tnt 
efltem,  or  attw  Ananas  10  he  high  pridt  f 
in  which  fen  fa  the  verb  is  fajr  crimes 

ufed,  as  in  Matfk  xxr.  1 %,  Jfwn.  vii.  r  y* 
%  Cor,  v*  id*  and  J lev*  it  14.  Yid  Gf*f, 
fhttvrfixr.  trafl  u  rap.  1*  And  it  has  hrea 
obferveri from  Jvftfbu t’s  account,  {Ant jj.  ills.' 
ao.  cap-  8*  §  r, — 4*  that  ^fwthe  fan  of 
Gomahcit  and  not  Anaidas,  was  in  faff  the 
high  pritft  at  this  time,  and  that  Atntttht  wi¬ 
ly  bore  the  imof  that  offirr,  which  Iicorco 
enjoyed,  hut  from  which  he  had  been  depc- 
fed  fame  years  before,  and  that  tlie  fcpcrin- 
tendency  he  gained  in  the  cornic'd,  was  oaing 
to  artifice,  bribery,  and  corrupt lou  ;  and 
therefore  the  apoflJc  P^ul  did  not  hwk  upun 
him  as  the  high  pitcfl,  or  as  a  lawful  rule;  of 
the  pcoplct 
■  « 


PHarifa*  thf  Tori 
of  a  Fhanfrc : 

of  (he  hope  and 
icluricfkion  of  the 
dead  l  *u> i 

U  CjUCltlOD- 
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ligious  femimaits  have  heett  after  the  ftrictc ft  of  your 
feels,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Pbartfeet ;  1  be¬ 
lieved,  and  zraloufly  profefled,  pradifed,  and  promoted 
dc.nl  i  »«•  called  the  whole  fyftcm  of  its  tenets  alt  the  days  of  my  judaifmy 
“  nuritum.  an(j  ftin  hojj  fome  of  its  diftinguilbing  principles  ;  my 

father  aifo  was  a  P bar  fee :  And,  according  to  one 
grand  article  of  faith  among  that  fed,  I  am  now  called 
to  an  account,  and  am  to  be  judged  and  condemned,  for 
preaching  the  dodrine  of  eternal  life,  and  of  a  refurtec- 
tion  from  the  dead,  in  order  to  a  complete  poffeflion  of 
it  M,  the  hope  of  which,  by  divine  grace,  1  have  in  my- 
felf,  and  labour,  in  companion  to  the  fouls  of  others,  to 
propagate  in  them,  thto’  faith  in  a  rifen  Redeemer,  who 
has  laid  the  fureft  ground  of  hope  for  it  to  all  that  be¬ 
lieve  in  him. 

y  And  the  a po file’s  fpeaktng  in  this  manner  occa¬ 
sioned  a  warm  debate  hetween  the  Pharifees  and  Saddle* 
cees,  according  to  his  expectation  and  defign in  fo 
much  that  both  parries  in  the  council,  and  among  the 
people,  fell  out  one  with  the  other  about  this  .point,  and 
about  the  apoftle  for  afletting  it }  fome  favouring,  and 
others  oppoGng  both  it  and  him. 

8  For,  on  one  hand,  the  S adduct  ti,  thofc  free  think¬ 
ers  of  the  age,  deny  that  there  will  be  a  refurredion  of 
the  dead ;  or  that  there  is  any  fuch  permanent  being,  as 
an  angel  in  the  inviGble  world,  or  a  feparate  fpirit  of 
man,  that  furvives  the  death  of  the  body,  and  fub  lifts  in 
a  ftatc  of  difunion  from  it :  But,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Pharifees ,  the  molt  religious  fed  of  the  Jei»st  proftfs  to 
believe  the  refurredion  of  the  body,  and  the  exigence 
of  fpiritual  brings,  jsoth  of  the  angelic  and  human  rank, 
in  the  other  world. 

9  And  this  difference  of  opinion  gave  rife  to  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  great  and  contentious  clamour  among  them,  in 
which  the  dodors  of  the  law,  that  were  of  the  lied  of 
the  Pharifees ,  fet  themfelves  a  gain  ft  the  Sadducees,  and 
in  mere  oppofition  to  them,  wrangled  and  difputed 
vehemently'  in  favour  of  the  apoftle,  faying.  As  for  our 
parts,  we  cannot  find  that  any  thing  has  been  fatd  or 
done  amifs  by  this  man:  But  if,  as  is  very  poffible,  a 
holy  angel,  or  fome  other  good  fpirit,  that  belongs  to 
the  invifible  Rate,  has  conje  with  a  commiiQon  from 
God,  to  communicate  his  mind  and  will,  in  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  way,  to  Alias  Pauly  according  to  what  he  has 
intimated,  (chap.  xxii.  6,-— to.)  let  us  remember  and 
follow  our  celebrated  dedor  Gamaliel's  excellent  advice, 

(chap* 

NOTE. 

Trf  hof*  tad  rtfarreOKu  tf  tit  dead  rcAii  f cQion :  Ear  tbU  hope  entnifcAly  rehtw 
l*r  w  HnM,  fur  the  hope  of  i  to  die  refill icftioo  of  die  tod,  to  denial  life. 


7  And  vhen 
he  bad  io  faid* 
there  arofc  a  dip* 
fuifitw  bdwftn 
the  PhanfM  and 
the  Sarfttacees : 
aodihciLiiltitudc 
W4S  divided. 

8  ForthcSad- 
dueett  fry  that 
there  if  no  refer* 
rtftioQ ,  neither 
nngrl  norfpirir; 
hut  vhe  Pharifee* 
vonfcfr  both* 


$  And  there  a* 
rof*  a  jyeat  cryr 
and  the  ferihes 
tbitt  wrt  attbe 
Pharifrct  pan  a- 
roft,  aod  ftrort, 
laying  Wc  find 
no  evil  la  thif 
:  biu  if  a 
Spirit  or  »n  angel 
bull  ipoken  to 

him. 
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hi®,  kt  m  bm 
fight  agiiflft  God. 


10  And  vhen 
there  afoft  i  great 
diticafioa  t  the 
chief  eiprun  , 
fur  mg  left  Paul 
Arnold  hive  beep 
pulled  io  pieces 
of  them ,  com¬ 
manded  the  fol- 
dierveo  go  down, 
and  to  take  him 
by  force  from,  a- 
tQDDg  tkoif  and 
10  bring  him  kno 
die  ciuk. 


It  And  the 

ni^ir  following 
the  Lord  flood  by 
him,  and  ftid. 
Be  of  good  cheer, 
Paul:  for  a*  them 
halt  certified  of 
rae  in  Jmbfc{a9 
fo  muff  thou  bear 
vitneii  aifo  at 
Rome, 


li  And  vheo 
k;«udir  certain 
ot  bond¬ 

ed  Whether,  and 
boUTiJ  (hcmlclfci 

under  a  curfe, 
thee  they 
wm  Id  iMthcr  cat 
nor  drink  tit) 
they  had  hilled 
Paul. 


it  And  they 
were  more  than 
forty  which  had 

made 


{chap-  v.  38,  39<)  that  we  may  offer  no  violence  to  him, 
nor  rejed  and  oppofe  his  meffage,  led  we  be  found 
fighters  again  ft  God  htmfelf. 

to  And  when  the  Sadducesi,  being  contrary  minded, 
were  horribly  provoked  to  hear  how  the  Pbarifees  tided 
with  the  apoftie ;  and  when  hereupon  the  two  panics 
fell  into  tumultuous  heats  and  furious  quan els  about 
him,  LyfiaS)  the  chief  captain,  being  afraid  left,  in  the 
rage  of  their  ungovernable  paffions,  they  thould  mur¬ 
der  Paul)  and  even  tear  him  limb  from  limb,  one  party 
pulling  to  relcue  him,  and  the  other  to  deftroy  him, 
commanded  a  company  of  foldicrs  to  come  down  im¬ 
mediately  from  the  caftle,  and  to  deliver  him  by  main 
force  out  of  their  hands,  and  conduct  him  back  again 

r  v 

with  fafety  to  that  ftrong  hold;  where  he  continued  ftill 
a  clofe  prifoner,  uncertain  in  his  own  mind  about  what 
might  he  the  final  event.  Thus  God  in  his  Providence 
remarkably  inrerpofed  a  fccond  rime,  to  preferve  bint 
from  the  molt  imminent  danger. 

11  And,  in  the  next  night  after  all  this,  the  Lord 
tefus  bimfelf  appeared  to  him  in  a  vilion,  and,  Handing 
by  his  bed  fide,  faid  for  his  fupport  and  encouragement, 
Paul ,  whatever  did  refs  has  befallen. you,  or  you  may  yet 
be  further  apprehenfive  of,  (W'“)  maintain  your  truth 
and  confidence  in  me ;  be  of  good  comfort,  and  let 
nothing  terrify  you ;  Whoever  neglefts  or  oppofes  you, 
1  will  be  with  you  ;  and  bow  great  foevei  your  troubles 
be,  in  bearing  wirnefs  to  me  and  my  caufe  here  at  Je- 
rufalem,  you  (hall  not  fall  by  any  of  them :  For,  as  I 
have  ftill  farther  work  to  do  by  you,  I  have  determined, 
and,  by  my  over-ruling  Providence,  will  bring  it  to  pafs, 
that,  according  to  your  own  heart’s  delire,  ( chap .  six. 
n.  and  Rim.  i.  it.)  you  (hall  be  fent  to  Rome,  the  me¬ 
tropolis  of  the  empire,  and  there  (hall  bear  a  noble  tef- 
timony  to  my  name,  as  you  have  done  here. 

12  But  (<fc)  as  loon  as  the  following  day  came  on, 
fome  defperate  ruffians  among  the  jews  entered  into  a 
moft  (hockingly  vile  and  treacherous  confpiracy  againft 
the  life  of  this  eminently  good  and  holy  man,  in  their 
implacable  enmity  to  him  for  bis  attachment  to  the  caufc 
of  Chrift.;  and  to  make  them  the  more  refolute  in  go¬ 
ing  through  with  it,  at  all  adventures,  they  bound  them- 
(elves  by  an  oath,  wifliing  that  the  curfe  and  wrath  of 
God  might  fall  ifpon  them,  if  they  did  not  aftjftinate 
P<ik/,  before  they  (bould  eat  one  morfel,  or  drink  one 
drop  of  any  thing  whatfoever. 

13  And  fo  deep  was  the  plot  laid,  that  there  were 
above  forty  of  thefe  abandoned  wretches,  that  had  join¬ 
ed 
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imjtk  ihjs  coflipi 
lacy* 


f  A  And  they 
«me  to  the  chief 

elders, 
and  laid,  W,*  have 
bound  ourfclvt* 
under  a  great 
curfe  that  wc  wi II 
cat  nothing  until 
we  have  Ham 
Paul. 


if  Nowfhetc- 

fore  yej  with  the 

Council  t  fignify 
to  the  chief  cap¬ 
tain  that  he  bring 
him  down  unto 
you  to-morrow, 
us  i  hou^h  y  e 
would  inquire 
iomeEhing  more 
jicifedly  co  n«n>^ 
inghint :  and  we, 
or  ever  Inr  cvme 
near,  are  ready  to 
JttlL  him* 


hrrir  when 

PautS  fifle/s  lott 
{ward  of  their  ly* 
int  in  wait,  he 
went  and  entered 
into  the  caflle, 
bad  cold  Paul* 


f  -  i 


si  Tfcw  r«(* 

•  *'  titled 


cd  together  in  this  horrid  combination  to  difpatch  him 
without  law,  or  mercy,  and  dire&ly  contrary  to  all 
principles  of  religion,  juftice,  and  humanity,  how  much 
foever  they  might  pretend  to  a  pious  zeal  for  doing  God 
good  fervice  thereby. 

14  In  purfuance  of  their  execrable  defign,  they  went 
and  communicated  it  to  ibme  of  the  chief  prielLi  and  el¬ 
ders  of  the  people,  who  they  knew  were  the  mod  furi¬ 
ous  and  implacable  enemies  of  Ghrifitanity,  and,  not- 
withftanding  their  high  and  faered  chambers,  would 
(tick  at  no  meafnres  for  JupprdBng  it,  laying.  We  have 
bound  ourfeIve8  by  the  fevered  cnrfe  upon  foul  and  body 
for  ever,  {#«*«*  ?«<**»)  that  we  will  tafte  neither  food 
nor  drink,  (ver.  11.)  till  we  have  actually  killed  this 
peililent  fellow,  Pauly  who  we  think  is  too  much  fa¬ 
voured  by  i-xfiasy  hut  is  not  fit  to  lire. 

15  Now  therefore  we  beg  that  ye  would  keep  our 

counfel,  and,  as  though  ye  knew  nothing  of  our  inten¬ 
tion,  would  fpeaktotne  reft  of  the  fanhedrim,  and  de¬ 
fire  them  to  join  with  you  in  a  requeft  to  the  chief  cap¬ 
tain,  that  he  would  once  more  order  Paul  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  you  to-morrow  ;  and,  for  a  pretence,  it  may  be 
told  him,  that  ye  want  to  hear  what  the  man  has  to  fay 
to  fome  farther  evidences,  which  ye  have  received  a- 
gatnft  him,  and  to  be  more  fully  and  eXaftly,  acquaint¬ 
ed  (tutyiKxnun  with  the  true  ftate  of  his  cafe, 

which  through  yefteraay’s  tumult  ye  could  not  come 
at.  And  if  there  be  any  guilty  as  we  think  there  is 
none,  in  (bedding  the  blood  of  fuch  a  feditious  fellow, 
we  will  take  it  all  upon  ourfelvee,  who  are  refolved  to 
difpatch  him  in  his  way  from  the  caftle,  before  he  gets 
near  the  room  where  the  fanhedrim  (its,  whatever  be 

t  1  *  1  V 

the  cOnfeqnence. 

1 6  But  (J>)  as  no  counfel  can  be  too  deep  for  God  to. 
fcarch  it  out,  and  bring  it  to  light  t  and  as  his-ejes  r,un 
to  and  fro  throughout  the  whole  earth ,  to  firm  hunftff 
firong  in  the  htbdtf  tf  them  whofe  heart  is  perfeS  to- 
■wards  him,  (2  Chron.  xvi,  9.)  fo,  by  one  means  or  0- 
ther,  the  barbarous  febeme  providentially  took  air,  and 
Came  to  the  knowledge  of  a  youpg  man,  who  was  Paul's 
nephew  by  mother’s  fide  }  and  .as  Toon  as  he  heard  of 
tBe  fnare  (T»F  »«*?«►)  they  had  laid  for  his  uncle,  and 
bow  they  were  to  lye  in  ambufeade  to  deftroy  him,  be 
battened  away  to  theprifoo,  and,  getting  acceft  to  Pauly 
told  him  the  whole  affair*  ' 

17  Then*  as  Paul  knew  tBe  conne&ioji  pf  epd  and 
means  in  all  divine  purpoles  and  promifes,  and  rhat  no 
proper  methods  were  to  be  negtefted  for  his  own  prt* 

*  ■  "  fcrvaiiQo, 


oiled  «ntof  At 
ccnttfiion*  wto 

Jiim,  aod 

Bring  this  ykning 
man  «ntotncchicf 

captain  i  for  he 
h;U  h  a  certain 
tiling  to  LeUhiin. 

18  So  he  took 
him,  a  Ad.  brought 
bin  to  the  chief 
captain,  andhid, 
Paul  the  prifroer 
oiled  me  unto 
bim,  and  prayed 
me  to  bring  tbit 
young  ien  win 
thecr  wbo’Juth. 
fonterhUg  to  Jay 
nniothec. 


I?  Then  the 
chief  captain  took 
him  by  the  haod, 
and  out  *wilb 
bn  afide  private - 
ly.uid  aJlcd^Hr, 
Vfhuhrbv  thnu 
Ufttt  to  tell  me  ? 
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■  x 

fervAtio tv  though  the  Lord  Jefus  Had  abfolutcly  allured 
him  that  he  fhould  bear  witndstd  him  at 
11.)  Kir  prudently  defired  to  fpealc  with  tb* 'centurion 
that  had  him  in  cuftody,  and  then  laid,  I  intreat  you 
toconduS  this  youth  to  your  bead-officer  ;  for  he  baa 
foroethiitgof  importance,  which  the  civil  government 
ia  concerned  in*  to  acquaint  him  with, 

18  So  the  centurion,  haring  a  rdpect  for  Paul,  who. 
had  always  behaved  in  a  becoming' mm ncr  ever  fince 
he  had  the  charge  of  him,  readily  took  his  nephew  a* 
long  with  him,  and  went  himfelf  to  introduce  him  to 
the  chief  captain,  and  (aid,  Pau}y  youi  prifoner,  juft 
now  calling  me  to  him,  begged  that  1  would  bring  this 
youth  to  you,  who,  it  Teems,  can  give  you  an  informa* 
tion  of  fomethtrig  that  is  of  confluence  to  himfelf,  and 
to  the  government;  and  therefore  1  thought  proper  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  waiting  Upon  you.  \ 

19  Then  the  chief  captain,  having  alfo  a  good  opitrf* 
on  of  Pout}  (tw,  29.)  and  a  concern  for  the  intcreft  of 
the  ftatc,  laid  hold  on  the  young  man's  hand  in  a  free 
and  familiar  manner ;  and,  taking  him  afide  10  a  private 
place,  that  none  might  overhear  them,  he  aflted  him, 
not  in  an  auftcre  way,  but  with  condefcending  and 
friendly  ccrjrtefy,  laying,  Well,  young  man,  ,w hat  is  it 
that  you  have  to  inform  me  of?  13o  not  be  dalhed,  or 
afraid;  but  tell  me-as  freely  as  if  you  were  fpeaking  to 
one  of  your  own  compactions. 

20  Arid  the  youth,  being  encouraged  by  fuch  a  (Fable 

treatment,  replied,  with  great  prefence  of  mind,  My 
bufinefs  is  to  acquaint  you;  Sir,  that  fome  of  con- 
fidertble  note,  who  are  bitter  enemies  to  /Yu/,  yoiir 
prisoner,  have  agreed  among  them felves  to  defire  you 
to  favour  them  fo  far,  as  fo  tiring  him  down  from  the 
cattle  to-morrow,  that  he  may  appear  again  before  the 
great  council  for  a  feCond  bearing,  -under  pretence  of 
wanting  to  be  more  critical  and  exact  in  their  inquiries 
about  him,  than  they  could  be  in  the  mid  ft  of 

all  the  noife  and  hurry  of  yefterdayY debates* 

21  But  1  beg  that  you  would-  nut  be  perfuaded  by 

them  (/*•  m  comply  with  their  requeft : 

For  1  on  attire  you,  upon  tbe  molt  certain  evidence, 
that  there  ate  above  forty  defperate  men  of  their  cabri, 
who  have  entered  into  a  wicked  confpiracy>  ayainft  hig 
life,  yith  a  defign  to  way-lay  him  in  his  paflage,  be¬ 
fore  he  can  get  to  the  room  where  the  fanhedrira 
meets ;  and  they  have  been  fo  daring,  as  to  bind  thenv 
felves  with  an  oath,  onder  a  dreadful  curfe,  that  they 
will  take  so  manner  of  fuflenancc,  by  eating  or  drink* 

log 


10  Anri  he 
fcirl*  The  Jews. 
hiTC  to 

delict  thee  that 
thou.  wmiUeft 
bilag  down  Paul 

tn.itunrovu  into 
tbt  COUQCit,  « 
tbo1  they  would 
inquire  fume  what 
of  him  Bure  per- 

iWHyr 


'  *1  But  do  not 

A 

tbou  yield  unto 
iticm  i  fur  there 
lye  in  writ  for 
him  of  them  more 
than  forty  men, 
which  hm 'bound 
themfelvti  with 
dncwch,  tha.1  they 
will  neither  ni 
por  drink  till  they 

have 


ftSo 
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Iutc  k*Iled  him ; 
and  now  axe  they 
KudyT  looking  for 
a  p;oiniio  from 
(bee. 


11  SothccMcf 

r 

caplin  tha  let 
the  young  man 
depart*  end  char¬ 
ged  b;mf  Set  fto 

*n  no  man  tbit 
iHon  haft  (hewed 
theft  thing!  to 


tag*  till  th<~Y  have  accomptiQied  their  vUlanous  rcfolu- 
tion  of  aflaffinaiing  him:  And  now,  having  concerted 
their  rneafures,  they  are  alt  ready  to  perpetrate  the  hor* 
fid  crime,  m  expectation  of  a  pro  mi  ft  from  you  to  or¬ 
der  him  to  be  forth-coming,  that  they  may  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  it, 

22  The  chief  captain,  having  heard  2nd  believed  this 
ftory,  and  being  fully  convinced  of  the  reftlefs,  impla¬ 
cable,  and  impatient  malice  of  the  Jews  again  ft  his 
prifoner,  difmifled  the  young  man,  and,  ftriftfy  com¬ 
manding  him  to  keep  his  own  counfeJ,  faid,  As  ever 
you  value  the  life  and  fafety  of  this  perfon,  and  would 
have  the  pernicious  detigns  of  his  enemies  defeated,  be 
fure  that  you  tell  no  one  living,  except  Paul  himfelf, 
that  ynu  have  difeovered  thefe  things  to  me  -f  and  I  will 

take  efFc&ual  care  of  him, 

23  And  as  foon  as  the  youth  was  gone,  Lf/idS*  fear¬ 
ing  that  thefe  maiignams  would  never  be  quiet,  till,  by 
fume  means  or  other,  they  had  murdered  Pault  and 
that  he  himfelf  Ihould  thereby  be  brought  into  a  {crape, 
called  two  of  the  centurions,  that  were  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  and  gave  orders  to  them,  faying.  Go  forthwith, 
and  get  ready  your  two  hundred  foot  foldiers,  that  they 
.may  march  to  Ctfarta  of  PaU/Has  j  and,  together  with 
them,  let  there  be  fevepty  horfemen,  and  two  hundred 
pikemcn  ;  and  fee  that  they  all  fet  out  by  nine  o’clock 
this  evening* 

24  Take  care  Hie  wife  that  Pauli  the  famous  prifon* 

er  in  the  cattle,  who  is  to  go  with  you,  be  not  put  to 
the  fatigue  of  travelling  00  foot,  but  be  accommodated 
with  a  proper  beaft  to  fide  upon  *,  and  civilly  treated  \ 
and  tharbe  be  guarded  with  all  pdTtble  fafety,  and  de¬ 
livered  to  the  governor  of  who  refides  at 

&far*a.  Thus  Providence  ordered  that  public  honour 
fliould  be  paid  to -this  eminent  fqrvant  <rf  Chritt,  even 
in  his  bonds,  as  well  as  that  the  promife  of!  his  going 
to  Iteme  ( yer *  ii<)  might  be  fulfilled, ^  in  fpite  of  all 
confplrators  agatnft  him* 

25  And  while  the  foldiers  were  getting  ready,  the 
chief  captain  wrote  a  letter  of  the  following  purport, 
to  be  fent  along  with  them  4  V 

26  Ctaudiu*  LyfwJf  military  tribune  at  J*rufalmg 
fends  his  moft  humble  and  refpeftful  fal  illations,  wifh- 

iny 

,  ,  NOT  E.;  ’  . 

^9 fit  triy  either  Ggnify  only  arc  (raft,  than  provided*  for  him  to  mtke  Ms 
(ft*  rhe  nqte*  on  Mitth  xxh  7,  and  xariu  cholic,  or for&cb df  hftfriesd* tofidoopo* 
44)  one  being  faffideDt  towry  Pant  to  Ga*  as  rcight’be tjdtabiit  to  attend  blot  in  bis 

but  a^out  thirty-fi vc  mile*  journey*-  ' 

JferuJtJcra  ;  or  there  might  be  more 


13  And  he  call¬ 
ed  unto  him  two 
ceoFnri*f>ft  fay- 
big,  Make  ready 
two  .hundred  fol¬ 
diers  10  go  to 
Ceftrta  ,  a  nd 
hodemea  three- 
feort  and  lci\ 
sodf)>cartnenrwo 
buudrcd,  at  the 
third  hour  of  the 
right. 

as  And  pro¬ 
vide  ieen  bnfts, 
that  they  may  fct 
Paul  on  *  and 
hrioglfffl  ftfc  un¬ 
to  Felix  the  go¬ 
vernor* 


1 S  And  he 
vrau:  a  fetter  after 

-  j  ■  ■  i_ 

this  manner : 


ClaorifasliV'- 
Css  §  uato  the 

itioft 
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jaMgne6op 
ar  ThU  Mi 
taken  of  the 

tertj  and  Humid 

m  fceu  killed 

of  them  i  tbco 
aim  I  wtih  *ft 
fcriny,Mid  Mined 

him,  Juviug  on* 

darftooH  that  he 
vat  e  Rinata* 


t9  Aod.vheiL 

I  would  hive 
fcoert  o  the  C4Ure 
wboti'ort  they 
aecuied  him,  ) 
brought  hioi|bith 
into  their  council: 


%9  Whom  ! 
pcfcglml  to  he 

ftcufei  of  qotf- 
tioni  of  thor 
hw  i  batto  hare 
nothing  hid  <o 
hifcliifK  worthy 
of  death  ja  of 

bond 

30  And  when 
it  wit  told  me* 
howthit  ilie  }cw« 
hid  wiit  fnr  the 
man ,  I  fart 
ftrtighnfaf  to 
ibce,  and  pave 
commandment  to 
his  a  ecu  let  $  tifo, 
to  fay  before 
tboe  viut  tbtj  bad 

tgiyirt 


lug  -all  manner  of  prorperity  to  the  moil  nolle  FeExt 
(i^anru)  the  proconful  of  Judea,  at  his  court  in  Cefarea* 

27  Tile  . man  who  attends  tbefe  lines,  as  a  priJbncf 
under  guard,  was,  the  day  before  -yefterday,  (twr.  id, 
it,  12.  compared  with  chap,  xxii.  30.J  violently  and 
tumaltuQbiiy  feixed  upon  in  the  temple  by  the  Jews  ; 
and  they  were  fo  outrageous  again  ft  http,  that  there  was 
the  utmpft  danger  of  his  being  murdered  by  them  :  As 
foon  as  1  heard  of  this,  I  being  in  duty  bound  to  fupprels 
all  riots,  amt  prefenre  the  peace  of  the  city,  went  im¬ 
mediately  with -a  number  of  forces  to  quell  the  mob; 
and,  talcing  him  under  m  y  protefkion,  delivered  him  out  of 
their  hands  j  and  1  have  the  greater  plcafure  in  refkdli- 
on  upon  this  feafpnable  refeue,  having  afterwards  learnt 
that  he  is  a  freeman  of  Rome,  and  therefore  ought  the 
rather  to  be  fereeped  from  inful  ts  and  abofes. 

28- However,  bring  defirons  (0*j.  «*«*<*  **)  to  manage 
with  the  utmofl  impartiality  between  the  Jews  and  the 
prifoner,  2nd  to  hear  what  crime  they  had  to  lay  to  hts 
charge,  that  fo  enraged  them  again (t  him,  I  brought 
him  the. near  day,  {chap.  xxii.  30.)  heforc  their  fvuihe* 
drim,  that  they  might  fairly  examine  him,  and  not 
complain  of  being  bore  down  by  military  power,  to 
prevent  a  legal  procefs  againft  him. 

29  Whom,  as  I  found  by  their  debates,  they  char¬ 
ged,  with  violating  fame  points  of  their  law  relating  to 
religions  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  with  preaching  the 
dodrise  of  a  refur  region  from  the  dead,  {ver,  6.) 
hut  1  could  not  perceive  that  they  fo  much  as  pretend¬ 
ed  to  accufe  him  of  any  one-fa£t,  which  by  the  Homan 
law,  defer ves  to  be  punifhed  with  death,  or  even  fo 
moch  as  wirh  imprifonment,  or  bonds. 

30  But  {*<)  being  certainly  informed,  after  all  this, 
th.it  a  coofiderahle  number  of. enraged  Jews  had  enter¬ 
ed  into  a  defperate  conspiracy,  and  concerted  meafures 
to  aflafiinate  him,  I  determined,  for  preventing  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  fucb  a  barbarous,  as  well  as  illegal  defign, 
to  fend  him  away,  immediately,  as  I  now  do,  to  your 
Eicellency  *  ■,  and  that  the  Jews  may  have  no  pretence 
of  oppreflion,  or  grievance,  I  have  ordeied  his  profecu- 
tors  to  go  with  their  wirnefles,  and  offer  what  they  have 
to  objett  againft  him,  before  your  Excellency,  that  you, 
upon  hearing  both  tides,  may  judge  of  the  merits  of 

the 

T  E. 

by  fronting*  ehzp.  xxu  x &c.  bui  hi*  rc- 

AcAioo  on  e!ivs  mi*ht  be  ;:n  indnfcmeiu  m 

o 

his  writing  ;he  ciot  e  tenderly  ition:  the  pri*. 


.no 

*  l jjitfi  made  *  fair  rrprefantatton  of  riic 
Ibtc  of  IW*  cafe  ;  only,  41  he,w»  out  o* 
bii^od  to  accufe  himfclf,  ^  conceded  hi*  own 
ftllc  flep,  in  ordering  bun  to  be  dim  iced 


a8i 


unioAhim*  Fuc* 
3T  Then  the 

foUiers ,  at  it 
vat  commanded 
them,  took  Paul, 
add  brought  him 

tty  night  to  Ad- 
liprtrit. 


3  a  On  the 
ihcf  left 
the  horicncn  to 
gavjtb  hinf  ud 
texuroed  to  the 
<adl& 


jj  Wfri'vhea 

t&cy  came  to  Cc- 
i£ma  tand  deiiTtr- 
<d  the  epifllc  to 
t  he  go1 v  t  r  notfpiv* 
fented  P»i  atfo 

tefort  hcmt 

34  Ac4  vhen 
ibe  governor  had 
read  tbt  Uite r,  he 
uked  of  «hat 

jot rri«ce  he  im*, 

^And  when  he  un- 
4crttaod  that  he 
«ui  of  Ciltcu  ? 

35  1  *nl  hear 
life,  £rid  he , 
■when  thine  acco* 
Eu  trrajfrcomt. 
Jknd  Etc  Com-* 
muidcd  him  to 
be  kept  in  Hc- 

tmtTi  judgment- 
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the  caufe,  and  give  fentence  apon  it  according  to  fa*. 
May  all  health  and  happtnels  attend  you  { 

31  Then  the  bldien,  in  obedience  to  their  orders, 
fet  out  with  the  letter,  and,  taking  Paul  into  their  cus¬ 
tody,  conduced  him  in  the  night,  to  prevent  an  infur- 
re£Hon,  as  far  as  Antipatrift  a  city  which,  being 
built  by  Herod  the  great,  was  lo  called  in  honour  of  his 
father,  whole  name  was  Anttpater,  and  lay  fevenceen 
or  eighteen  miles  from  Jerufalmt  about  half  way  to 
Cefarea. 

3a  On  the  morrow,  leaving  him  to  the  care  of  the 
horfismen,  who  were  to  efcort  him  the  reft  of  the  jour¬ 
ney,  the  two  companies  of  foot  foldiers,  andpikemen, 
apprehending  that  there  was  no  further  danger  of  a 
refeue,  returned  to  their  rcfpc&ive  polls  at  the  tower  of 
Antonia. ' 

3^  The  borfe  foldiers  accordingly  proceeded  forward 
with  their  prifoner ;  and  when  they  arrived  at  Cefarea, 
they  delivered  die  letter  which  Ljfias  had  lent  by  them 
to  Felix,  the  governor,  and,  together  with  ir,  t» ought 
Paul  before  him  $  and  fo  reftgned  op  their  charge. 

34,  35  And  as  foot)  as  Felix  had  perufed  the  letter, 
which  mentioned  Paul  as  a  citizen  of  Rome,  he  afked 
him  what  Roman  province  he  belonged  to.  And  be¬ 
ing  told  that  he  was  born  at  Tarfiit  in  CfficUy  which 
was  under  his  own  jqrifdiftioft,  he,  turning  td  tfafapo- 
ftfe,  faid,  I  will  give  you  a  fair  and  thorough,  hearing, 

rwj  according  to‘  the  laws- of  the.  empire,  as 
foon  as  thofc  that  have  accufed  you  of  certain  crimes 
(hall  be  likewise  prefent,  as  I' perceive  they  will  be  ere 
long,  that  what  both  panics  have  to  offer  may  be  im¬ 
partially  confidered.  And  Felix  was  lb  far  wrought  .up¬ 
on  by -Lett's  letter,  as,  in  the  mean-while,  to  IHew 
"Paul. {a  much 'favour,- as  to  order  him  to  be  confided, 
not  in  the- common  jail,  but  in  an  apartment  of  .the  pa¬ 
lace,  which  was  built  by  Hercd  the  great,  andlnwfcich 
courts  of  juftice  were  wont  to  be  held,  and  fu  bore  the 
name  of '  HerctPs  judgment 'hall. 


RECOLLECTIONS.  -  —  : 

How  dehrable  is  it  to  be  able  to  appeal  to  God,  that  wrhave  lived  all  good 
confcieucc  before  him;  and  bow  unrighteous  is- it  to  abirfe  an  honeft  bun  for 
proft  fling.  that,  according  to  bis  light,  he’haadoue  £0  1  But  He,  who  knows 
the  heart,  wilt  vindicate  the  cnifc  of  ids  faithful  fcnrants  to  the  confufion  of  their 
enemies,  be  their  cbaraAett  ever  fo  great  apd  venerable  among  men.  t  lowever, 
in  ordinary  cafes,  we  are  not  to  fpeak  evil  of  thofc  that,  are  known  to  be  f^t  in 
authority  over  trn ;  and  when  they  cajl  uq  to  an  deepanh  bow  much  wifer  aod 
better  is  it,  to  divide  their  couufids,  than  revile  jCfacfr  perijops,  a0dto_j5&;  tniy  by 
maintain  mg  any  important  article  of  fiutb,  like  that  of  the  refurreflioji  of  the 

$£ndt  which  was  owned  by  the  Pharifces  theiqfclycg,  though  denied  by  thfe  &nf- 

■ 


■  - 
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duetts  !  If  finch  a  pradcntmethod  pf  fidf^rdcrvation,  and  openly  avowing  any 
troth  of  the  gofpd,  fltould  enrage  fouse  jgamft  us*  God  may  torn  u  bto  a  means 
of  making  ofijert/ertti  bthii  to  our  enemies  to  Hand  up  for  us ;  and  if  by  tfcol 
meant  tumult*  fhouW  rife  fo  bigb  la  quarrels  about  iw*  as  to  threaten  immediate 
jdcatb  to.oorfelvcs  ;  yet  be,  ybp  M  appointed  civil  government  for  our  protect 
tion,  while  we  are  follower*  of  that  which  is  good,  and  has  all  hearts  in  his 
hands,  can  fpirit  fecolar  powers  to  mterpofe,  according  to  thcir~dutyt  for  our 
&fety,  and  can  eafiijr  overrule  the  moft  dangerous  circumstances  for  giving  us 
favour  in  tbeir  fights  -  And  why  fhottld  we  be  afraid,  if  the  Lord  Jtfos  himfclf 
will  Hand  by  us  for  our  prefect  fupport  and  comfort,  and  for  further  preserva¬ 
tion  to  fulfil  fiich  fervices,  as  he  haa  laid  out  for  us  ?  His  promises  ftiall  certain¬ 
ly  be  performed  by  proper  and  appointed  means,  maugre  all  attempts  to  defeat 
them*  But  how  desperately  wicked  and  malignant  mutt  thofc  wretches  be,  that, 
contrary  to.the  law  of  nature*  and  of  all  nations,  would  ;murder  tbe  man  whom 
they  cannot  convict  in  a  legal  way,  and  who  defems  the  beft  regards  !  No  prt* 
tenets  uf  religion  can  ever  fanftify  fitch  a  immftrous  villainy ,  But  what  a  watch¬ 
ful  iye  has  the  providence  Of  God  upon  all  their  fee  ret  plots  and  coufpiracies,  to 
difeoter  and  blaft  them'  in  favour  of  thofc  whofe  lives  and- for vices  are  dear  to 
him  \  And  what  a  dreadful  fnart  do  fitch  blind  and  mad  zealots  lay  for  tbeir  own 
fouls,  who  bind  tbemfdves  under  a  curfe  to  work  the  worft  of  iniquities  1  They 
do  uut  con  fide  r  how  Qod  cao  difappornt  them,  and  that,  whether  they  fucceed 
In  their  impious  defigns,  or  not,  be  will  avenge  tbeir  wicked uefs  on  their  own 
beads,  and  tun*  all  the  mifehref  they  intended,  to  tbe  good  of  his  fervants,  and 
to  tbeir  further  ufefulnris  in  the  world. 


i 


m 


CHAP.  XXIV. 

’  ■  _  _ 

TertuUus,  tbe  orator ,  comes  to  C*  fares,  and  accitfet  Past  to  Felts  of 
f  edit  ion  t  he  ref],  and  propbaning  the  temple,  I, — 9,  Paul  clears 

hhnftif  of  tbofe  charger ,  and  defends  hit  behaviour  and  doctrine,  10, 
zi.  Felix  defers  the.  decifon  if  the  caufe,  and  gives  the  apo(tie  more 
liberty  than  before ,  22*  23.  Paul  preaches  Chrifl  to  him ,  who 
trembles,  and  yet  detains  bis  prifoner  in  hopes  of  a  bribe  to  free  him, 
24,-26.  And,  after  two  years,  being  turned  out  of  bis  office ,  be 
Laves  Paul  a  prifoner ,  till  Fell  us  fucceedt  to  tbe  government,  27. 


Tut.  Paraphrase. 

*ND,  after  five  T7IVE  days  after  Paul's  being  firft  feized  in  the  tern* 

MthSgh  Jr“a  .  Plc  *>  ichaP-  »?■  a7‘)  ^Mtuar,  the  high-prieft,  be- 
defcwdtj  with  ing  (b  full  of  malice  ai>ainft  him,  as  to  target  tbe  dig- 
the  eMcri,  ami  n;ty  0f  his  own  chara£ler,  wait  down  in  .all  halle  from 

ritor  ^vntJTcr-  ftmfalem  to  Cefarea ,  with  fevcral  other  members  of  the 
oillus,  .ho  in-  fauhedrim;  and  they  carried  along  with  them  a  certain 
forned  the  go-  learned  and  artful  counfellor,  Tertullus  by  name,  who 
vww  apmtt  waj  weli  acquainted  with  the  Roman  laws  and  language, 
'  to  be  their  advocate :  Thefc  {•*«»•*  («;«»«,)  appearing  in 

a  body  before  Fflix  tbe  governor,  to  give  the  greater 
weight  to  their  caufe, opened  their  com  plaints  agai  nil  Paul. 

.  i>  3  And 


NOTE. 

TThefeJFv*  Jtfwfcem  to  be  reckoned  frmn  haJ  fp*n I  about  fcvt&i lays  there,  wben  the 
ffierimebf  Pm /&  being  firfi  apprthentW  in  Jrt^s  firizvd  bin,  ditp,  axi.  it* 
ibe  temple :  For  he  fwys,  tcf,  n.  it  wji  but  Jive  day*  to  thc&,  tlicy  mate  up  fvclvt* 
iipf/yr  fincc  he  went  to  \  aud  as  lie 
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i  And  when 
ht  w**  tailed 
fofib,  Tertnlltt* 
began  to  Accnfe 

Aljh,  laying  Sett¬ 
ing  that  by  thee 
re  enjoy  great 
ouitt  nefc ,  ud 
toe*  wrjr  worthy 
dreda  vt  done 

date  this  ntfioh, 
by  thy  prori* 
dcncr. 

3  We  accept  is 

always,  and  in  all 

■places,  mod  no¬ 
ble  Fdit,  with 
all  tbankfnine^ 


4  Not  with  * 
Handing,  that  1 
be  not  further 
tedious  onto  t  her, 
1  pray  thee  that 
thou  wouukft 
hear  os  of  thy 
dcmcncy  a  few 
words. 


%  F<w  wr.  hive 
found  this  row  a 
pcftilciu  fellow, 
and  j  coover  of 
Tradition  -  among 
ill  the  Jews 
throughout  the 
.world, and  a  ring¬ 
leader  of  the  fe£t 

of  the  Naureocj: 


2,  3  And  when  lie  was  called  to  tbe  bar  the  Roman 
orator,  like  one  that  pleaded  only  for  pay,  began  his 
fpeecb,  in  the  name  of  the  high-prieft  and  council, 
with  the  oioft  fulfome  flatteries  of  the  governor,  in  di* 
reft  GOntradiftion  to  his  known  charafter,  to  bias  him  in 
their  favour ;  and  with  falfe  exaggerating  charges  a* 
gaioft  the  prifoncr,  to  fa  an  odium  upon  him,  faying. 
We  of  tbe  Jcwijh  nation,  whole  caufe  I  am  come  to 
plead,  baring  enjoyed  a  great  deal  of  peace  and  liberty, 
tranquility  and  ptofperity,  under  your  happy  admini- 
flration  *,  and  many  eminent  afts  of  juftice  and  good- 
nefs  having  been  performed  towards  our  people  by  your 
great  penetration  and  forefight,  (  **  w  «*  rpnuat )  pru¬ 
dent  care  and  management,  njoft  worthy  and  excellent 
/V/ix}  we  conftaiuiy,  and  every  where,  on  all  occafi- 
ons,  receive  and  refleft  upon  rhefe  tokens  of  your  wit 
dom,  equity,  and  favour,  with  otmoft  gratitude 
and  acknowledgment,  and  are  thereby  encouraged  to  cx- 
peft  tbe  juftice  we  are  come  to  demand  againft  the 
criminal  now  brought  before  you. 

4  But  (*;)  that  1  may  not  take  Bp  too  much  of  your 
time,  nor  trefpafs  upon  your  patience,  and  upon  your 
modefty,  by  expiating  on  your  noble  virtues,  I  humbly 
and  earneltly  befeech  your  Excellency,  that,  in  your 
great  lenity  and  candour,  you  would  pleafe  to  attend  to, 
and  confider  what  we  have  to  offer  again  ft  the  prisoner, 
which  wc  (hall  fum  up  as  briefly  as  polGble,  and  in 
which  1  doubt  not  but  wc  (ball  proyf  bim  guilty  of  high 
crimes  and  imfdemeanon,  in  attempts  to  deflroy  the 
rites  of  the  7<rws,  and  to  difturb  the  public  peace,  and 
fubvert  the  civil  government. 

5  For,  by  lad  experience,  we  have  often  found  this 
infamous  man,  who  now  Hands  arraigned  at  your  bar, 
to  be  a  mo  ft  pernicious  fellow,  fpreading  infeftioii, 

like  tbe  plague,  all  around  him  :  He.  even  hr- 
fufes  (ediiious  principles,  and  ftirs  up  riots  an dre bdli- 
ons  among  a}l  our  countrymen,  the  Jtwit  wherever  he 
goes,  and  can  meet  with  them,  through  every  part  of 
the  Roman  empire;  and  is  the  firft  broach er,  grand,  a* 
better,  and  promoter,  of  the  peftilenf  bejxfy  (*?{*>?*) 
of  the  Nazarerujy  an  u  pilar  t  feft,  as  injurious  to  the 

Hate 


H  0  T  E- 

'  4  Though  Fn3i  bad  bora  tbe  mean*  of  de-  Jtnatbatt  their  high-prleft,  for  inveighing  a* 
.livcring  tbe  coentry  from  (bore  thieves  and  samtttbe  tyranny  of  bit  government  5  and 
iwpoftors,  yetanrknt  hiftoruits,  huh  Jmi  u«cd  jdnkeroofly  tflih  DrfUUt  who  left  her 
and  Hrmhens  agree,  that  be  war  a  wy  wick-  own.hotbaiid  to  marry  him,  k  comment*- 
ed.  Cruel,  and  covdoas  man  5  war  goilty  Of  ■  tow  have  generally  obferyed  fretm,  JcfatmU 
gfeu  injuftke  and  oppwffibn  toward  tbe  aarij.  lib.  ax.  cajvS,  y.'U&dtrow  Tidtsi  ift* 
Jray;  bad  bafoty  proetted  tbe  trader  of  lib.  j.  cap.  p. 


■ 
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tf  Who  alfo 
hub  gone  about 
to  profane  the 

the  temple;  whom 

we  look ,  and 
would  have j mig- 
cd  according  u> 
our  Uw, 


7  But  the  chief 

npura  Lyfiu 
came  (np(Hi 
and  with  ffTAt 

Violence  look  him 

awav  out  of  our 

M 

load*. 


ft  Cnarnittiding 
hit  icarTcrt  to 
come  uoio  thee : 
hj  examining  of 
whom  i  thjfelf 
nwyefi  take 
knowledge  of  kll 

theft  things 

whereof  we  ac- 
*uie  him. 


9  And  the  | 
ahb  ifloued,  taf- 


ftate*  as  to  our  church  ;  it  having  taken  its  rife  from 
one  JtJiis  of  Nazareth^  who*  we  all  know,  was  cruci¬ 
fied  at  JervfaUm  by  the  Raman  power*  not  thirty  years 
ago*  for  bis  notorioullr  fedttious  principles  and  prafli-' 
cest  and  for  fating  himfelf  up  as  king  of  the  in 
opposition  to  Gtfar*  t  (See  John  xix*  ia* — ifi,) 

6  llie  prifoner  has  like  wife  been  lb  daring  and  im¬ 
pious,  as  to  do  what  in  him  lay  to  defile  our  facred  tem¬ 
ple,  by  bringing  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  into  it*  {chap* 
xxi.  28,  29.}  ;  for  which  reafon  we*  impatient  offuch  an 
abominable  affront  to  our  God*  and  to  his  boufe*  ap¬ 
prehended  him*  with  a  deftgn  of  bringing  him  to  juf-» 
rice*  and  were  going  to  try  and  judge  him  in  an  impar¬ 
tial  manner*  according  to  our  law*  which  is  rhe  mle  of 
our  religion*  and  which*  by  the  favour  of  the  govern¬ 
ment*  we  are  allowed  to  obferve*  and. to  fupport*  a- 
gain (l  all  that  would  profanely  violate  its  holy  infti-* 
tut  ions* 

7  IJut  before  we  could  enter  upon  a  judicial  procefs* 
LyfiaSy  rhe  military  tribune*  who  has  the  chief  com¬ 
mand  of  the  giirrifoQ  at  Jtrufalemp  rufhed  in  upon  us* 
with  a  party  of  foldiers,  at  unawares*  and  w relied  this 
criminal  out  of  our  hands*  in  an  arbitrary  manner*  and 
by  main  force*  and  would  not  fufier  u$  to  profecute  him- 
in  our  own  court*  but  referred  us  to  your  tribuaal,  to 
which  he  fent  him* 

8  In  coufequence  of  this*  he  laid  a  difficulty  and 
hardlhipupon  the  witnefles  againft  this  man*  by  order¬ 
ing  them  to  undergo  the  fatigue,  expence*  and  incon¬ 
venience  of  a  long  journey  hither*  to  bring  their  alliga¬ 
tions  againft  bim  before  your  Excellency,  who,  by  hear¬ 
ing  their  evidence*  and  eu  mining  him  upon  if*  may 
now  eafily  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  ciufe*  and  be 
thoroughly  Satisfied  about  the  truth  of  all  the  particu¬ 
lars  that  we  have  charged  him  with*  Thus  impetuous¬ 
ly  and  confidently  did  Tcrtulius  aJTert,  and  exaggerate 
every  thing  that  might  make  againft  Paul 

L  9  And  though  the  moll  invidious  fdfehoods  ran 
-through  all  this  oratorical  harangue;  yer*  to  add  rhe 
greater  credit  to  it*  and  the  more  deeply  to  imprefs  the 
governor’s  mind,  Ananias  tht  bigh-prielt,  and  the  el¬ 
ders  of  the  Jews  then  prefen  t,  (Wr.  1.)  readily  con¬ 
curred 


N  O 

•  ft  U 1  little  Orange  to  me,  that  no  ex* 
pditor,  nfjtu  I  And,  takes  notice  of  the 
i.jfmuilion  that  Termite  freros  to  have  gU 
Vdl,  ihoojh  the  left  of  the  Afaurrar  were 

comic#  N  At  Soma *;gof  eraweot ;  Juice  t&* 


T  E* 

miug  cocld  hotter  full  KSs  artfid  defign  of 
afpeming  Ft £x  againft  P e*t\  or  of  indo 

him,  at  a  JttaiAM  magiftralc*  to  deal  by  »iun 

11  Pitechtd  dgoc  by  JWii,  Ids  Lori 
after* 


mg.  That  thcfe 
ibio|s  vat  To* 

loTben  Pdul, 
iftrr  th-n  the  50- 
vernur  ha4  beck* 
oed  ootohb  tt> 
fpeak,  mfvaol, 
Ponfm^cb  m  I 

know  thit  thou 

hift  been  of  ma- 

jtf  years  a  judge 
Unto  th*5  nation, 
I  do  the  more 
cheerfully  anfwcr 
for  myfctf : 


t  j  Brtaofje  that 
thoa  nuiydt  «n* 
dcrflami  that 
there  an  yet  hot 

t«chc<isy$  Gn« 
I  went  up  to  Je- 
mftlcm  Cor  10 

vorlbipi 


n  And  they 
neither  f 00 rtd  me 
in  the  temple  dif* 
pntii^  vfth  any 
mm,  neither  ra+ 
fag  up  rhe  peo* 

pie,  neither  tn  the 

uor 

in  the  city  a 
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curred  in  fignifying  their  confer)  t  and  approbation ;  and 
made  no  fcruplc  of  roundly  affirming,  that  all  the  fads 
■were  certainly  true,  as  Tertuilus  had  reprefented  them. 

to  Then  as,  according  to  the  Reman  law,  and  even 
the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  both  parties  were  to  be 
heard  before  judgment  ibould  be  given,  the  governor 
intimated  to  Paul,  that  now  was  his  time  to  fpcak  {,  and 
that  be  had  free  liberty  to  make  his  defence  :  Hereu¬ 
pon  the  apolUe,  with  admirable  addrels  and  prefence 
of  mind,  and  with  as  much  prudent  refpe£k  to  his  judge 
as  was  confident  with  truth  and  Honefty,  replied,  In- 
afmuch  as  I  well  know  that  your  Excellency  has  been 
for  feveral  years  in  the  high  and  honourable  ft  at  ion  of 
a  ruler  over  the  /fraelitijb  nation,  and  fo  cannot  he 
a  itranger  to  the  religious  rites  .and  cuftoms,  temper 
and  fpirii,  feds  and  parties,  that  vifibly  appear  among 
that  people,  I,  with  the  greater  pleafure  and  freedom  of 
mind,  plead  my  caufe  before' you,  who  are  fo  well  qua¬ 
lified  to  judge  of  tbe  improbability  of  feme  fads  al- 
1  edged  againft  me,  and  will  pleafe  to  make  all  due  al¬ 
lowances  in  my  favour,  for  the  warmth  and  prejudi¬ 
ces  with  which  my  adversaries  have  brought  their  ac* 
cufatiore  againft  me. 

1 1  For  as  to  that  part  of  the  charge  which  relates' 
to  /edition,  {vet.  e.)  you  may  be  abundantly  allured 
from  many  witnefles,  and  your  own  knowledge  of  the 
times  of  their  feftivals  may  induce  you  to  believe,  that 
it  is  now  no  more  than  twelve  days  Cqce  I  came  up 
from  diftant  countries  to  Jervfalem ,  to  perform  the 
religious  fervices  at  tbe  fcaft  of^ Pentecojl,  that  are 
conformable  to  tbe  JnDtJb  law,  and  thereby  to  teftify 
my  brotherly  love  to  thofc  that  are  molt  zealous  for 
them. 

12,  13  And  during  the  fix  or  feven  days,  at  mod, 
of  my  being  there  before  my  confinement,  (fee  the 
note  on  ver.  i.)  though  I  daily  frequented  the  temple  for 
religious  worihip,  which,  as  a  Jet p,  I  had  a  right  to 
do,  as  well  as  any  of  my  accufers  ;  yet  I  am  bold  to  a* 
ter  to  your  Excellency,  in  the  prefence  of  them  ail, -that  - 
it  was  in  the  moll  peaceable  and  orderly  manner  j  and 
that  they  did  not  fo  milch  as  once  find  me  there,  ei¬ 
ther  com  radioing  and  oppofing,  or  contending  and 
quarrelling  with,  any  one  whatsoever,  about  points  of 
religion  or  government,  or  ever  making  the  lead  at¬ 
tempt  to  fpirtt  up  tbe  people  to  tumults  or  infurreQtou 
of  any  kind  $  no,  nor  did  they,  all  that  while,  ever 
catch  me  at  praclifirtg  upon  the  people,  to  prejudife 
(hem  agliaft  their  civil  orecdcfiaftical  rulers,  in  any 

of 
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?  3  Neither 
rtiey  pcm  tbe 
(faisgt  vhectof 
thqr  now  accoit 
roe* 


14  Bat  tTiU  I 
itmldsu^oihee, 
thu,  .after  rhe 
wiy  which  they 

odl  beMy,  i 

ttor&iphbcQod 
of  my  tahen,  be¬ 
lieving  all  thing* 
which  ire  mitten 

in  ?he  law  and  the 
p  lophets  ;  r 


of  their  other. places  of  worfhip,  fuch  as  the  fypa- 
gogues,  where  they  ordinarily  meet  to  bear  their  lawn 
read  and  expounded  j  or  in  any  part  of  that  famous  and 
populous  city :  Nor,  uefe  thefe  mine  accusers  pur  to 
it,  could  any  of  them  prove  to  much  as  one  of  the 
crimes  with  which  they  have  lb  boldly  and  peretnpttv 
rily  charged  me, 

14  But  as  to  tbe  herefy,  (yer.  5.)  which  they  acade¬ 
me  of,  and  arc  pleafed  to  infinuate  is  of  dangerous  con- 
fequencc,  both  to  religion  and  the  civil  government^  t 
freely -own.  Sir,  in  your  pretence,  and  before  them  all, 
that  in  the  way,  which  they  hive  unjuftly  (li^marized 
with  that  infamous  brand,  I  do  pay  all  religious  homage 
to  the  only  living  and  true  God,  even  the  God  of  all 
my  pious  anceilors,  whom  he  tool  into  covenant  with 
hioifeir ;  and  I  am  induced  ro  take  fhis  God  of-my  fa¬ 
thers  for  my  God,  and  thus  foiemnly  to  worfhip  him  ; 
becaufc  I  firmly  believe  tbe  divine  authority  of  all  tbofe 
do&rines,  and  the  fore  accompaniment  of  ail  thofe 
gracious  prociifes  and  prediQions,  that  are  contained 
in  the  antient  and  vencrahle  writings  of  Mafett  and 
the  fucceeding  prophets,  which  not  only  I,  but  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  rfie  jfovr,  profefs  to  receive,  as  the  infpired 
oracles  of  God. 


*1  And  hairc 
hnpc  rewards 
Godr  whjdk  they 
therordfcc  aJJb 
ailaw,  that  there 
fedl  be  a  refwr- 
itdlon  of  the 
dad,  both  of  the 
jul>  and  onjafL 


ij  And  a$  I  preach  none  other  things  than  thole 
which  Mofes  and  the  prophets  did  fay  iliould  come, 
[chap*  xxvi.  'll.)  fo  God  haring  fulfilled  his  great  pro- 
mi  fe  made  to  the  fathers,  ro  us  their  children,  by  the 
coming  of  the  Meffiah,  I  have,  and  profefs  to  have,  an 
entire  dependence  on  the  word  and  power  of  God,  and 
a  joyful  expectation  from  him,  through  the  rifcn  Savi¬ 
our,  with  refpe&to  a  fundamental  article  of  the  Chriff- 
tian  faith,  which  is  likeurife,  in  part  at  teaft,  coo  fen  red 
to,  and  approved  of  by,  tbe  whole  nation  of  the  Jcvrr 
chemfelves,  the  Sadduetts  excepted,  viz*  That,  at  the 
Jail  day,  there  will  be  an  unirerfal  rclurrefUon  of  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  *,  both  of  the  righteous  to  everlaft- 
itig  life,  and  of  the  wicked  to  everlalting  fhame  and 
contempt,  as  was  antiently  prophefted,  (Dan.  xiu  a.) 
and  was  afterwards  confirmed,  [John  v.  28,  29*)  by  that 
Jefus  of  Nazafcth ,  whom  I  preach,  not  as  a  temporal 
prince,  hut  a*  the  once  crucified,  and  now  living  Re- 
-  detroer,  by  whofe  merit  and  energy,  and  after  whofe 
example,  all,  that  Jinterely  believe  in  him,  (hall  be 
raifed  to  immortal  glory* 

16  And 


NOTE* 

*  The  mhrjt*  fays  Dr  JFliriy  on  tM*  place,  reftnioed  the  refoirefttan  tn  the 

&cn»  acrcferily  ro  be  added  ;  becanfe  the  conrieniitthii;  the  anjut}  ro  perpetual  lor men ts 
dsAriitc  of  the  Fiarifectp  according  ro  Jefe-  without  any  rcfiLm^liuii. 
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id  And  herrin 

do  I  cjtercifc  my* 
fclf,  to  b«vc  d- 
vayi  lOflxifcvncc 
void  of  a  Hence  to- 
van)  Godt  ud 
toward  tacit* 


IT  Now  liter 
matxf  yean  T 
came  to  bring 
aims  to  my  Ba¬ 
iba,  and  offer- 
jagk 


18  \niempon 
etnain  Jews  from 
Afo  found  me 

purified  m  the 

temple*  neither 
with  maltimde, 
aocvdth  tuawlt. 


rp  Who  ought 
to  have  been  here 
before  thee,  and 
objedt,  if  they 

■  '  had 


[6  And  for  this  caufe  *,  in  view  and  profpe&  of  this 
folemn  and  important  day,  I  mvfelf,  as  I  told  the  great 
council  at  Jenifalem ,  {chap.  uiit.  i.)  m-rflce  it  the  go* 
veming  care,  lludy,  and  oufineb  of  my  life  and  mini* 
ftry,  at  all  times,  in  all  things,  and  by  all  means,  un* 
der  divine  influence,  to  maintain  a  faithful  and  peaces 
ful  confciehce,  as  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  with  a  re¬ 
ference  to  the  future  judgment,  free  from  all  allowed 
guile,  and  from  all  jultoccafionsof  inward  fmitings  for 
known  and  wilful  Go,  that  in  my  thoughts,  words,  and 
ways  1  mvf  neither  offend  God  nor  do  any  thing  inju¬ 
rious  to  man,  whether  friend  or  enemy,  but  maybtjtn* 
cere  and  without  offence t  till  tbe  day  of  Chrifi.  {Phil. 
L  10.) 

1 7  Laltly,  As  to  my  profaning  the  templet  which  ts, 
with  equal  vehemence,  added  (ver.  6-)  to  the  charge  of 
fedition  and  hetefy.  This  is  as  falfc  as  all  the  reft,  and 
is  utterly  contrary  to  all  my  behaviour  in  that  holy  place ; 
the  true  ftate  of  which  is  this:  After  many  years  ab- 
fence  from  Jerufalemt  I  came  thither  within  leb  than 
a  fortnight  ago,  {ver.  t  a.)  bringing  along  with  me  cha¬ 
ritable  contributions,  which  1  had  colle&ed  among  my 
friends  and  brethren  in  diftant  pans,  for  the  relief  of 
fome  of  my  poor  countrymen,  {Rom.  xv.  2  j,  26.)  and 
being  there,  I  began  to  obferve  the  rites  of  purification, 
and  defigned  to  have  offered  tbe  facrifices  appointed  by 
the  law  of  Mefety  for  completing  a  religious  vow,  which 
1  had  made.'  {Chap.  xxi.  14,  26.) 

18  While  I  was  thus  performing  the  fervices  belong¬ 
ing  to  my  vow,  fome  Jews,  that  came  from' the  leffer 
Apia,  {chap.  xxi.  37.)  and  knew  me  when  1  fojouintd 
in  thofe  parts,  found  me  going  through  the  legal  me¬ 
thods  of  purification  in  the  temple,  with  no  more  than 
four  perfons,  who  were  Israelites t  and  attended  me  to 
difeharge  like  obligations,  which  lay  upon  them,  {chap. 
xxi.  23,  26.)  not  in  any  riotous  manner,  bur  with  all 
polfible  quietdeb  and  regularity;  only  thefe  AJsatlc 
JeviSf  having  before  (eeri  one  Trophimus,  a  Gentile  con- 
vet  r  to  Chriftianity,  in  the  city  with  me,  falfely  fuggeft- 
rd  that  I  had  brought  him  into  the  temple,  {chap. 
xxi.  2j>0;  and  fo  not  1,  but  they  raiTed  tbe  tumult,  and 
defiled  that  holy  place. 

19  Thefe  veryt  men  ought,  In  all  reafon,  to  have  ap¬ 
peared  before  your  Excellency,  and  to  have  witnefled 
againft  me,  if  they  were  able  to  have  proved  any  crime 

upon 


NOT*. 

*  tf/rdb  (<*  r*tu)  may  be  rendered  fit  tlh ,  Hi.  1 3,  and  (hi.  iL  TO  In  all  which  pheci  it 
m  fir  tiU  tnefi, tbe  prepofitfoai  <>  being  fame*  manife.ily  figntfet,  tiih  the  too  faft  h 

tunes  ptf  bn  )i*,  »  in  hleUb.  vi.  7.  fyh.  tMnflsted,/ir, 


Ch.  nifi 

W«qghtigilidt 


The 


*<o 


it  Or«tft  kt 
thdc  Qmc  btrr 
tf  thcf  hire 
Jnnnd  any  ml< 
doing  in  mc^ 

while  T  flood  be¬ 
fore  ibeoonodJ  t 


*i  Eraptftbe 

for  tht?  onerowt, 
that  I  cried  fbocU 
inj*  among  them. 
Toothing  tbc  re- 
/itirAIoq  of  tb« 
dad  I  am  called 
in  quriHod  by 
you  ibit  daj. 


jt  And  when 
Ftlii  heard  thefo 
thiii  gs»  baring 
nort  perfect 

way,  be  deferred 
them,  and  fild* 
When  Ly6u  the 
chiefopcain  {ball 
come  down,  l 
will  know  the  ut- 
Knnnft  of  your 
milter* 


upon  me,  which*  it  n  plain  by  their  abfencc«  they  could 
not  do  5  and  therefore  nothing  ad  be  depended  upon* 
nor  ought  to  be  admitted  in  a  eoort  of  judicature*  that 
id  ciamorwfly  objected  agaioft  me. 

10  Or*  fince  t&ty  are  not  here  to  confront  me*  let 
even  thde  mine  adverfaries*  that  are  prefeot*  fpcak 
freely*  if  they  can  honelUy  fay*  that  they  found  any  in¬ 
jurious  or  unrighteous  fatt*  made  out  sgainft 

me*  while  1  ftood  before*  and  was  examined  by*  the 
fankedrim  at  JeruJaUm  t  l  challenge  the  word  of  them 
all  to  prove  any  thing  like  it } 

it  Unlefs  it  were*  as  they  themfelves  could  not  deny* 
for  this  one  declaration*  in  which  I  glory,  and  which, 
though  deemed  herefy  by  the  Sadduceet ,  was  avowed  by 
the  Phari/tu  in  that  very  round),  {chap,  xiij.~7$  8* 
9.}  namely*  that  while  I  ilood  among  them,  I  laid* 
with  an  eamellncfs  fui table  to  the  importance  of  the 
poiot*  1  am  this  day  called  to  an  account*  and  am  to 
be  judged  and  condemned  by  you,  for  my  belief,  ex¬ 
pectation,  and  preaching  the  refurre£Uon  of  all  man¬ 
kind  from  the  dead,  in  order  to  the  complete  happineft 
of  the  righteous*  and  punilhment  of  tbe  wicked*  in  body 
as  well  as  font*  for  ever. 

22  Now  (*)  when  Felix  bad  given  both  parties  a  full 
bearing,  he  deferred  parting  judgment  upon  the  cafe* 
becaufe  he  had  a  more  exa&  knowledge  than  they  ima¬ 
gined  him.to  have*  or  than  Lffias  bad,  of  the  (Lite  of 
Chriftianhy*  and  of  the  orderly  behaviour  of  its  profef- 
fors,  by  means  of  its  early  fettle  men  t  at  Cafarca,  in 
the  converfion  of  Cornelius  and  his  friends,  {chap,  x.) 
which  was  followed  with  the  gathering  of  a  church  of 
believers*  and  with  the  re  fide  net-  of  Philip  the  evnnge- 
lifl  there,  {chap,  xviti.  22,  and  xxi.  8.)  *  and  becaufe 
be  had  a  mind  ro  inform  himlclf  (till  more  accurately, 
abput  the  nature  and  tendency  of  its  doctrines*  whe¬ 
ther  they  affeded  the  civil  guvernmenr*  or  not:  Am! 
as  Paul’s  accusers  feemed  to  rcfle£t  on  the  condmft  of 
Lffiaty  as  though  he  had  a&ed  in  a  forcible  and  arbi¬ 
trary  manner*  when  he  re  (cued  the  prifoner  out  of  their 
hands,  Felix  cook  occasion  from  thence  to  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  off,  faying*  When  Lyfiast  the  tribune,  is  come, 
who  ought  to  be  prefeat  to  anfwer  for  bimfetf*  1  will 

more 

T  E. 

cd  ity  jjtaf  (r«dup  Jit,  1*  and  xx\l>  4-) 
and  hv  o:h<r?  to  the  forth* r  Hiformarion  Uo 
wcslrl  ciitlcat’Aur  1a  pot  of  it,  l  hjvt 
both  Jcnfe*  into  Lae  pjupfruic. 


tt  0 

*  As  FVJSrVs  htfwg  a  more  ptrfcft  katt- 

kfyt  tfot  (wtfiftrtfrt  fiJa**  T4  irifi 

rrr  cJv)  il  thought  by  foiae  to  relate  to  tthat 

he  alitiity  had  of  the-  iVate  ef  the 
r'lriftian  reltpioo,  which  Umanifcttly  iatCPil* 

VOL*  IIL  t  T 
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33  And  he 
com  funded  a 
Ce:t?urind  to  keep 
Pa»lt  and  to  let 
him  haw.  liberty, 
atT<t*Li4l  he  should 
f.Tirt>Id  '.One  nf 
hit  arq*i ^iutance 
to  minillcr,  or 
tome  unto  biDit 


14  And  aFer 

tertjinJays^tn 
Pciii  cut  e  with 
hit  wife  DrofilUf 
which  wa*  a  Jew 
eft,  l>e  ftni  for 
Fait  I,  end  heart] 
him  concerning 
the  frith  iuCIitift. 


And,  a;  he 

re*  fmird  nf  righ- 
U'oiti'n<fs)tc  mper- 

ance, 


more  thoroughly  examine  into,  andthen  finally  decide 
the  caufe  ye  have  brought  before  me* 

23  In  the  mean  while*  be  conceived  fo  good  an  0- 
pinion  of  Pauli  that*  committing  him  to  the  cuftody  of 
a  military  officer,  who  had  the  command  of  a  hundred 
foldtere*  he  ordered  this  centurion  not  to  keep  him  in 
clofe  confinement,  but  to  let  him  have  liberty  to  walk 
about,  as  a  prifoner  at  large,  and  not  to  hinder  any  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance  in  G$farea%  and  the  parts 
adjacent,  where  there  were  many  Chriflians,  or  any  0- 
thers  of  what  country  foever,  from  having  free  acerb 
to  converfe  with  him,  or  to  bring  him  money  orvk* 
tuals,  or  perform  any  office  of  kindnefs  that  they  had 
a  mind  to  (hew  him* 

24  And,  a  tew  days  afterwards,  ntix  coming  Imu 
the  judgment-hall  with  his  lady,  whofe  name  was  Dra¬ 
ft!}  a  and  who  was  of  Jtvjijb  parents,  fent  for  the  a- 
poftle,  and,  together  with  her,  heard  what  he  had  to 
fay  about  the  do&rine  of  Chrift,  and  about  what  his 
followers  were  to  believe  concerning  him,  that  he  might 
judge  whether  it  contained  any  principles,  that  threa¬ 
tened  difturbance  to  the  (late,  and  might  gratify  bis  own 
and  her  curiniity,  rather  than  rbat  they  might  be  in- 
ftruQcd,  and  led  in  the  way  to  eternal  life,  for  the 
faying  of  their  own  fouls* 

2;  And  as  the  apoftle  knew  the  abominable  vices 
that  were  moft  predominant  in  therii,  (fee  the  tiote  on 
ver *  2.)  fo  when  he  had  giveoji  plain  account  of  the 
moft  peculiar  and  dilttnguiftimg  points  of  the  gofpel, 
relating  to  the  perfon  and  mediation,  death,  refarrcc- 
tkm,  and  afeenfion  of  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation 
through  faith  in  him  \  he  not  fearing  the  faces  of  thofe 
great  perfonages,  nor  coufulring  what  might  beft  pleafe 
thetr  curiofity,  and  fuhfcrve  his  own  liberty  and  fafety, 
proceeded  to  fuch  a  ferious  and  faithful  application  of 
his  do&rtne,  as  might  be  beftfuited,  and,  by  tbeblef- 
fing  of  God,  mod  effectual*  to  touch  their cnnfciences, 
ami  convince  them  of  iheir  wickedflefc  and  danger,  of 
their  need  of  Chrift,  and  the  impoffi  Witty  of  their  be¬ 
lli"  raved,  if  they  per  fitted  in  their  evil  coutfes;  In 
purfutt  of  this  noble  defign,  Paul  reasoned  with  ftroog 
evidence,  and  a  moving  pathos,  about  the  nature,  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  uecellity  of  juftice  toward  men,  as  well 

as 


NOTE. 

*  a  daughter  if  Herod FtUx  ibtl  to  W  mill  her,  tndpcxToidd  her 

and  brought  cp  in  die  JemiJe  rdigvin ;  to  brfAe  her  hoflkni,  Aiizst  king  of  £- 
hot  her  virtue  vas  far  brio*  her  beamy  V-  Site  aixl  to  be  married  to  bimfelT,  though  a 

being  un«  of  the  wooei,  of  that  3get  Sot  TJwtutrf*  ijff.  vol*  IV*  y*  rff- 


* 
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a#  i 


■ 

nou,  aodjadg* 

BMflt 1  tl>  MK, 

Mil  Mbled, 

ud  tnfmdi  Co 
thy  way  (hr  chi  % 
time  ;  vheo  I 
litvr  4  convenient 
Jcifim  1  vilt  all 
bf  tbec* 


\S  He  hoped 
lib  that  money' 
Atould  ban  been 
given  himofP- of* 
that  he  might 
looft  him;  where¬ 
fore  be  ftot  for 
him  the  bficitcr, 
and  communtd 
with  him* 


17  Bat,  after 

two 


a* religion  toward  God;  and  about  chaftity 
and  a  regular  govern mr nr  of  the  paflion*,  afleflions, 
and  inclinations,  in  a  fober  and  lawful  life  of  frnfitive 
enjoyments  ;  as  ajfo  about  the  certainty,  flriftneft,  and 
(blemniry,  of  a  future  day  of  account,  in  which  all  mult 
appear  before  the  judgment- feat  of  Chrift,  {2  Cor,  r.  id.) 
and  what  a  terrible  day  that  will  be  to  them,  who,  tho* 
they  have  beard  of  the  Saviour,  {hall  then  be  found  in 
impenitence  and  un belie f*  How  little  foever  DruJtUtt 
might  be  imprefled  by  this  awful  difeourfe,  as  vainly 
tr Lifting  to  her  JrwiJb  privileges,  under  all  her  wicked* 
neb;  yet,  while  was  delivering  it,  Ft'lix*&  <con~ 
faience  was  fo  flruck  and  alarmed,  in  reflection  on  his 
own  guilt,  that,  great  and  haughty  as  he  was,  he  was 
perfectly  frightened ;  info  much  that  he  trembled  for 
fear  of  God's  wrath  ;  and  yet,  being  (till  in  love  wirh 
bis  (ids,  and  dtfirous  to  ftifle  convi£lion$,  and  get  rid 
pf  the  teirors  that  attended  them,  he,  inftead  of  In¬ 


quiring  farther  into  the  way  of  deliverance,  or  crying 
out  with  the  trembling  jailor,  What  jhati  I  do  to  hr 
favtdf  ( chap *  xvi.  30.)  difmtflcd  the  apoftle,  faying. 
Withdraw  for  the  prefent,  other  affairs  now  call  me  a* 
way  ;  when  I  have  more  leifure,  and  a  better  opportu¬ 
nity,  I  wilt  fend  for  you  again,  and  bear  what  you  have 
further  to  fay  about  theft  things* 

26  And,  even  at-the  fame  time,  {**«  **')  his  heart 

went  fo  much  after  his  coveto ufnets,  like:  thofe  hypo* 
ernes  of  old,  (Eztk,  ixsiii.  ;  u)  chat  he  wasliftning  and 
longing  for  an  offer  of  a  bribe  from  Paul%  to  fet  him  at 
liberty  *,  which  he  hoped  a  man  of  his  eminence  ami 
intereft  among  the  Chriflians  might  iafily  have  pro¬ 
cured  aad  propofed;  therefore  he  the  more  frequently 
took  occafionft  to  fend  for  him,  and  converfe  with  him, 
not  to  hear  any  more  about  the  faith  of  Chrift,  for  his 

uwli  faltauuui  ui  abuui  the  fulcum  fulijctLo  ihat  had 

thrown  him  into  agonizing  pangs  before ;  but  to  fee 
whether  any  thing  might  turn  up  for  making  a  good 

penny  of  his  prifoner* 

ay  But  while  he  was  thus  hoping,  in  vain,  for  a 
good  round  fum  from  Paul,  which  neither  the  apoftlc, 
nor  any  of  his  friends  were  fuffeied,  by  providence  f, 

to 


NOTES. 

*  FtBx  the  ruber  hope  for  a  good  fum  for  th?  rclcife  of  one,  u*bo  flood  £0 
boon  from  Pffti/,  con  filtering  Itut  he  hadlatfc-  high  in  iltcir  ettceoj*  and  was  fo  imporant 
ly  colleftrd  from  the  Ghriftians,  a  Urge  ftp-  10  them, 

ply  for  the  poors*  j^rs/diVm,  (ver.  17.)  and  y  Mr  oufervet,  that  though  P.nr/ 

that*  perhaps*  the  wtfelc  of  ti  might  aut  be  had  Airh  a  gira  and  gc.navm*  frul,  **  dif* 

a:  yrt  dUpofad  or;  or,  if  It  wen,  that  I  he  HjihoI  to  bid  money  to  ?W;  x+  or  beg  it  of  the 
£ime  friends*  who  etKrtfiW  him  with  fief,  churches  yrt  /Ary  ought  to  ha«  folirittd  the 

both  ei’uid,  and  mvold  raife  a  contidcrWe  governor,  and  to  have  given  him  a  fee,  it 

T  *  that 
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to  °^er  f°r  his  difdiarge,  he  continued  to  keep  him  to 
Tth  k  wns  and  cuftody*  for  two  years  toga  her;  at  the  end  of  which, 
Fdix,  willing  w  Fclixy  who  fought  to  pleate  men  rather  than  God*  was 
rh*,  fifn*  1  depofed  >  afid  Parents  Ftjlus  fucceeded  to  the  govern- 
*  *  ment  of  Cafarta  in  his  Head :  And  Felixt  being  defiroas 

to  curry  favour  with  the  Jews*  left  other  wife  they  fhould 
accufc  bim  to  the  emperor  of  his  many  oppreflious  and 
cruelties ,  during  his  adrniniftration,  (fee  the  note  on 
7,}  was  fc  unjuftro  Paul,  as  to  leave  him  Aill  a 
prifonej*  though  he  had  nothing  to  lay  to  his  change* 

RECOLLECTIONS* 

tVith  wliat  drteftabJe  arts  of  falfehood,  and  flatter/  of  did  the  high 
prreft  and  elders  vent  their  fplecn,  in  concurrence  with  TtrtuUui  their  advocate* 
opntaft  thr  jpaflle  Patti,  and  the  dpftiiues  of  tbe  gofpcl  J  No  fcrapte  was  made 
of  catling  thdr  own  illegal  and  furious  outrage)  an  attempt  to  judge  mm  accord* 
Ing  to  their  law;  or  of  catling  LxfiaPz  juft  and  atceflary  in:  er  petition,  to  pie* 
vent  their  murdering  him,  and  taking  him  outof  thdr  hands  with  violence  ;  nor  did 
they  make  any  difficulty  of  fawning  upon  an  infamous  governor,  and  ert  oiling 
him  to  the  flties,  that  they  might  Tooth  bis  vanity t  and  engage  him  to  patronize 
the  vile  flamlrra,  which  they  caft  on  one  of  the  belt  of  men*  as  though  he  were 
a  heretic,  a  (editions  fellow,  a  prufancr  of  the  temple,  and  the  very  peft  of  the 
earth,  What  will  not  fpite  amJ  malice  fay  agAtnft  the  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift^nd 
again#  Ms  gofpcl,  to  expofe  them  to  indignation  and  contempt !  But  bow  juft 
and  rea  fan  able  is  it,  that,  with  a  due  deference  to  the  civil  magistrate,  they  vin¬ 
dicate  theralelves,  and  their  doArine,  from  all  invidious  reproach  ?  And  what 
a  noble  fpirit  do  they  difeover*  when  they  boldly  own  the  truth)  in  the  face  of 
all  oppnftlton  and  danger,  efnecially  truth  of  the  greateft  importance,  like  that 
of  an  umvtrfel  refiirreflion  of  mankind  from  the  dead,  which  is  matter  of  joyful 
hope  to  the  righteous,  though  of  terror  to  tbe  wicked  1  How  impojflbte  is  it  for 
the  enemies  of  Chnftianity,  to  prove  their  injurious  charges  upon  ft,  or  upon 
thofe  preachers  of  it,  who  arc  enabled,  by  divine  grace,  to  keep  a  conscience 
void  of  offence  toward  God  and  toward  man  !  Even  Fhlix  himfrlf,  wicked  as  he 
was*  bad  fo  good  an  opinion  of  Patti*  as  to  relax  his  bonds,  from  which  indeed 
he  oiitfht  to  have  been  entirely  releafcd,  in  dead  of  being  retained  a  prifomr  it*  any 
form  whatsoever :  And  when  the  apoftic,  basing  opened  to  him  the  way  of  taith 
in  Chrifl  for  frlvation,  came  clofe  to  his  confidence  tu  rcafoning  with  him  about 
righteoufnefs,  tempcrancci  and  a  future  judgment,  to  awaken  within  him  a  fcofe 
of  his  fin,  of  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  of  bis  obligation*  to  purity  and  hobnefs, 
as  ever  he  would  appear  with  fafety  and  comfort  at  tbe  bar  erf  God :  How  did  he 
tremble  for  fear  of  divine  wrath ;  and  vet  how  inefleduat  were  iiis  ftrong  rtmorfc 
ard  agonies  of  mind  ;  and  how  Toon  ftifled,  while  they  were  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  heart  in  love  with  fin,  sod  nut  under  tbe  powerful  and  abiding  influ* 
races  of  the  HoIy  Spirit !  But  O  how  dangerous  is  it  to  fight  againft  prefent  con* 
vktionri,  and  put  off  the  great  concerns  of  falvalion,  to  fomc  other  pietendedly 
more  convenient  feafon,  which  the  firmer,  like  Ftiixy  may  never  have  a  heart  to 
frrk,  or  to  improve  !  And  how  can  it  be  expcAcd  that  he  (bould,  while  be  is 
cultivating  Rich  a  friendihip  of  this  world,  u  is  enmity  to  God* 

CHAP, 

NOTE-  ■ 

that  were  nenflary,  to  engine  him  to  do  jnf-  den  nr  in  their  not  doing  it,  as  Ptfaf*  bonds 
tkc  in  Patri  in  fating  him  at  liberty*  mher  were  to  be  for  tbe  fimhmnec  of  tbe  gofpd, 
than  id  fitch  on  cm  incot  and  ufrfnt  man  lye  And  we  trtay  add,  th«  thu  vo  to  be  one 
inajtfl,  when  a  link  money  would  have  means  of  hi*  firing  fairto.foft*,  to  bear  wii- 
fetched  him  oat,  2nd  retkand  bim  to  his  of©-  «6  to  Quilt  there,  according  to  the  predict 
fried*  agaio.  Bat,  them  might  be  a  piuvi-  lira,  chap*  vadii.  it. 
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CHAP.  XXV. 

Paul  is  ogam  accujed  In  tit  Jews  before  Fellas,  i, — 7.  J3f>  vindicates 
hanfef,  and,  to  avud  removing  tbs  caufe  to  Jerufalem,  appeals  to 
C«far,  6, — ix.  Feftus  tells  the ftory  to  king  Agrippa,  at  v/bcjs  de- 
foe  to  bear  the  apoftlc  bimfef,  be  is  brought  before  him  in  a  grand 
affemhly,  13, —  3.  And  Feftus  relates  the  fate  of  Sis  cafe,  in  which 
be  declares  that  he  found  nothing  done  by. hint  worthy  of  death ,  but 
leaves  him  to  anfiuer  Jor  bimfef  a 4, — 17 . 

Tixt.  Paraphrase. 

N  "M"  O  W  about  three  days  after  Feftus  came  into  the 

cnme  into  The  ^  province  of  Judea ,  to  enter  upon  the  adminiftration 
province,  after  of  the  government,  as  proconful  in  the  room  of  Felix, 

fanded'franrbT  t0°k  an  opportunity  to  go  up  from  Cefarea,  the  utu- 
fara  to  hraia'  *1  place  of  the  governor’s  residence,  lo  jtrufalem,  which 
km.  was  under  his  jurifdidtion,  that  he  might  fhew  himfelf, 

and  give  proper  orders  about  the  management  of  affairs 
there. 

a  Then  the  \  Immediately  upon  bis  arrival  thither,  the  high* 

bhe^chkroV *n<* ^omc  principal  members  of  the  JewIJb fan- 

Jcws.  informed  bedrim  waited  upon  him  in  a  body,  to  pay  him  their 
iniagiinft  Pzul,  compliments  j  and  their  hearts  were  Dill  fo  full  of  relU 
aodbcfiwghthim,  lefs  and  impatient  malice  againft  Paul,  that,  to  prepof- 

fefs  the  governor's  mind,  they  repreferited  their  quarrel 
with  him  in  a  moft  invidious  and  partial  light,  earneftly 
tntreating  him  to  rc-affumc  the  confide  ration  of  an  af¬ 
fair,  which,  to  their  great  dilatis fall  ion,  had  lain  fo, 
long  dormant,  without  being  brought  to  any  iffuc ;  and  to 
give  judgment  againft  him  as  a  criminal  that  defer ved 
to  be  put  to  death,  (ver.  15,  id.) 

1  ■An(!  ^  inftead  of  a  Iking  him  to  try  the  merits  of  the 

fcimT  ihaP'he  caufe,  like  an  upright  judge,  without  favour  or  affec- 
would  fend  for  tton,  they  folicited  him,  with  all  the  arts  of  vile  iniinu- 

ki**  »  J*A-  ation,  to  flan <1  their  friend  againft  and  to  order 

lathe  way » kill  I1'1"  t0  be  brought  frwm  Cefarea  to  Jervfalem,  to  be 
him,  tried  before  him  in  the  prefence  of  the  great  council 

there :  And  yet,  as  they  might  not  be  able,  even  then, 
to  carry  their  point  againft  him,  while  Feftus  fhould  be 
the  judge,  their  true  defigo  was  only  to  get  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  way-laying,  and  murdering  him  on  the  toad  ; 
and  fo  it  was  juft  fuch  another  vilianous  artifice  as  was 
intended  to  have  been  ufed  with  Lyfsas ,  in  deft  ring  to 
have  him  brought  from  the  caftle  to  their  court.  [Chap. 
xxili.  12,-15.) 

*  R“*  Fertn»  4  But,  whether  Feftus  fufpefted,  or  had  received  any 

“*  hint  of  their  wicked  defign;  or  whether  he  thought  the 
icqueft  to  be  unieafooable  in  itfelf,  and  derogatory  to 

the 
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■nfa’crel  ,  that 
Paul  fhouM  1* 
kepi  at  Ctfana, 
flfid  Ibar  him- 
felt*  wowlt*  depart 
JhiJlLly 


5  I,ct  ihem 
tlitrrf^rc  fit  id  he, 
which  irm>n£  you 
ZTt  iblfj  go  down 

with  rx?)  and  ac- 
culeihii  oiaiif  if 
tturt  hf  any 

wicked  neft  In 

him. 


ff  And, 

|rt  had  tarried  a- 
moog  them  more 
than  len  day*,  he 
urm  down  into 
CctartB,  ard  the 
vest  day,  firing 
Z7i  the  j’ldg^snt* 

feal,  command¬ 
ed  RtuI  to  be 
brought . 


y  4ml,  when 

he  was  rome,  the 
je»s  u-htrh  fame 
down  from  Jem- 
laietD  flood  rcood 
*  ho  lit*  and  laid 
many  and  grk- 
vmi  i  cvftipl^inis 

a^ufl  Paul  , 
vi  hVh  they  could 
Jioi  prove. 


&  While  he  an* 
fverei  for  hian- 
Crlf,  Jfcidicr  a- 
fiinft  the  Uv  of 
the  neither 

pyainft  the  tem- 

r- 

pic,  ncr  y«  ** 

gain  ft 


the  honour  of  his  court  at  Gtfarea  ;  or  whatever  might 
be  his  inducement,  God,  in  his  merciful  and  holy  Pro¬ 
vidence,  over-ruled  his  mind  for  defeating  their  confpi- 
racy  j  and  inclined  him  to  reply.  That  as  he  could  fee 
no  fufficiem  caufe  for  taking  fo  extraordinary,  unneerf* 
farv,  and  exceptionable  a  ftep,  as  fending  for  Paul  back 
to  jemjalm,  he  Ihouid  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftody  at  Ceja* 
rea3  till  he  might  be  brought  to  a  fair  trial  there  \  and 
thaihe  btmfcif  would  fooa  go  thither,  and  bring  it  on, 
without  delay* 

j  Therefore,  faid  he,  let  fuch  of  you,  be  they  more 
or  le  fcj  as  arc  mo  ft  capable  of  fetting  the  caufc  in  its 
true  light,  and  managing  it  to  the  beft  advantage,  or  of 
giving  any  evidence,  as  witneffes  againft  him  j  let  any 
fuch  go  down  lo  Cefarea  along  with  me,  and.  offer  all 

that  they  can,  in  a  legal  courfe,  to  make  good  their  ac- 
cufuions  of  bim  ;  and  ye  may  depend  upon  it,  that  I 
will  certainly  grant  you  impartial  juft  ice  again  ft  him, 
if  any  thing  capital,  or  in  a  lower  degree  criminal,  (ball 
be  proved  upon  him. 

6  And  when  Fejfus  had  fpent  the  beft  part  of  a  fort¬ 
night  with  them,  and  fettled  his  affairs  at  jerufaltm,  he 
fet  out  on  his  journey,  and  returned  direftly  to  Ceja - 
rta :  And  as  feveral  principle  men  cf  the  Jcwt,  that 
were  inveterate  againft  Paul,  went  down  with  the  go¬ 
vernor,  to  carry  on  their  malicious  profecution;  he  be¬ 
ing  cartful  to  detain  them  no  longer  than  needs  mull, 
that  they  might  have  no  occafion  to  complain  of  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  called  a  court  on  the  morrow,  after  bis  ar¬ 
rival  thither,  am!  fitting  as  judge  on  the  bench,  order¬ 
ed  Paul  to  be  brought  to  the  bar,  that  he  might  take 
his  tfia?* 

7  And  as  foon  as  the  prisoner  was  arraigned  in  form, 
the  jews  that  came  down  from  jerujalem  on  ptirpofe 
to  appear  againfl  him,  gathered  together  to  (pirn  up 
one  another,  and  intimidate  tbc  ape  flic ;  and  as  they 
flood  furrounding  him,  they  with  tbeir  wonted  malice, 
air,  and  fury,  laid  various  and  heavy  crimes  to  hit 
charge,  that  they  might  blacken  him  as  much  as  poflible, 
though  they  were  not  able  to  f up  port  it  in  any  one  in- 
fiance,  with  the  leaft  [hew  of  evidence  againfl  Mm,  as 

Paul  himfelf  obferveil ; 

3  While,  in  his  own  defence,  he  pleaded,  as  he  bail 
before,  in  the  prefence  of  Felix,  [chap*  xxiv.  \2t'  13*) 
faying,  I  have  been  guilty  of  no  offence  againfl  the  Jevr* 
ijb  law,  as  delivered  by  Mafti  $  nor  of  any  profanation 
of  the  temple  at  jerufakm  ;  much  lefs  have  I  been 
guilty  of  any  fedhious  practices,  to  .the  injury,  or  di- 

iturbancc 
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{nnl}Cdirt  hm 

L  o flooded  tt  *1L 


P  But  FHftti, 
viUiog  to  do  the 
jevf  a  pJesfort, 
anfwcrtd  F  -al, 
and  (Mt  WiU 
tbou  go  op  to 
Jerafdcm  ,  and 
there  be  judged 
of  thtfe  things 
before  me  ? 


to  Then  fitd 
Fiul,  l  food  at 
GcUt’s  judgment 
fcatftthtrcioajrht 
to  be  j  udged  ;  to 
die  jews  have  I 
done  no  wrong, 
at  thru  very  well 
ioouxrt. 


m  Tor  if  1  be 
an  offender*  or 

hive  comtnbcd 
anything  worthy 
of  death,  1  refute 
nix  to  die^  but  if 
there  be  nine 
of  thefe  things 
whereof  theJc  ac* 

cufc 


■ 

fturbance  of  the  civil  government,  under  the  Roman 
emperor,  to  whom  1  have  conftanrly  paid  all  due  alle¬ 
giance,  as  becomes  a  pt&eabie  fubjeil.  1  defy  the  ve¬ 
ry  -worft  of  mine  enemies  to  prove  any  of  the  things 
of  which  tbey  have  a  ecu  ted  me, 

9  Neverthelefs,  Fejhis  being  ddirout,  juft  upon  his 
acccffion  to  the  government,  to  ingratiate  himfelf  as 
much  as  poflihlc  with  the  Jew s,  by  attempting  to  grant 
them  the  favour  (*7“*  x*f“  *»»««*$**)  which  they  had 
alked,  {ver.  3.)  replied  to  Paul,  Since  I  am  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  nature  of  feveral  articles,  {ver.  20.)  that 
have  been  mentioned j  and  (ince  you  are  fo  confident 
of  your  own  innocence.  Are  you  willing  to  return 
baclc  ro  Jerufakm ,  to  be  tried  there  by  the  Sanhedrim 
in  my  prefence  *,  that  I  may  the  better  judge  of  tfccfe 
things,  which  the  Jews  hare  accufed  you  of,  relating  to 
their  religion  ? 

10  Then  Paul,  finding  himfelf  in  danger  of  being 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  bis  enemies,  who  th>rfled  af¬ 
ter  his  blood  j  and  being  encouraged,  by  the  vifion  he 
had  received,  {chap,  xxtii,  11.}  to  tun  all  rilks  in  go¬ 
ing  to  Rome,  infilled  on  his  privilege. as  a  Roman  citi¬ 
zen,  faying,  Ittand  arraigned  in  a  court  of  jud:c;rure» 
which  is  held  by  the  comtniflion  of  Nero  our  ftmreign, 
who,  as  emperor,  wears  the  honourable  title  of  Catfar  ; 
I  own  the  authoriry  of  his  government,  and  have  put 
the  iflue  of  my  caufe  upon  it,  that  it  may  be  judged  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  by  which  it  ought 
to  be  decided  ;  nor  is  there  any  occafion  for  my  bein;; 
fem  to  be  tried  by  the  Sanhedrim  at  Jerufaltm ,  fince  I 
have  done  no  manner  of  injury  to  the  Jews,  as  your 
Excellency  may  be  well  fatisfied  from  what  has  uovv 
palled  in  your  nearing. 

1 1  If  indeed  1  do  any  thing  contrary  to  law  and 
juftice,  (» .“‘y  r«?  «*«»)  let  me  have  a  fair  trial,  and  he 
puttifhed  according  to  my  deferts  *,  and  if  it  (liall  be 
found  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  ary  capital  crime,  I 
{hall  readily  fubmit  to  whatever  death  the  law  appoints 
in  fuch  cafes,  and  freely  own  the  jufticc  of  the  fcntcncc 
that  (ball  condemn  me  to  it,  without  troubling  the 
court  with  any  plea  for  refpire  of  judgment ;  But  if 
there  he  no  truth  in  any  one  of  the  accufations  they 
have  brought  againft  me,  as  I  am  fure  there  is  not,  am! 

as 


NOTE 


*  Hert  fittGis  Trt  be  3  plain  intimaripn,  that 
utmtver  po»xr  the  TVutf  now  had  in 
rmfrt,  if  wm  (giTriiciI  UilfJur  the  dirctli^n 

hfid  juJ^ncot}  or  at  kaft  the  codcuv- 


irnct  of  the  ijotctimt,  upr>n  hi  *  ho^ 

the  tvidi:«cc  that  liruu^hf  I  he 

prilrr.iT,  at  1  tnn^rrdbr  of  tkif  iiwh.  Ike 
i'.:c  nu*i  -an  diap,  ti,  i;, 
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cute  mrt  Tin  mail 
tnay  rtclii-er  me 
unto  them*  I 

Pppeil  unto  Ce- 

ftr. 


it  ThenPcflos* 
I'Jitn  he  h+Jcnn- 
ferrt  d  with  the 

eotioctf.  a  cheer¬ 
ed,  HjH  th  hj  ap* 
pealed  unt-jCefar? 
unto  Gefrr  jlfalt 

th cm  gi>. 


And  after 
jeriain  rfays  king 
A  grip  [Mind  Qcr- 
n:ce  fame  unto 
Ccfcm,  to  Aluie 
y  tjioi. 


as  fufficiently  appear?  by  this  and  my  former  trial* 
{<hap.  xxtv.  io,”ir.)  no  man,  no,  not  the  governor 
himftlf,  who  ought  to  protefl  the  injured*  ad  well  as 
puniflt  the  guilty,  has  any  right  to  put  me  into  the 
power  of  fpine  enemies*  dp e cully  after  (hey  hare  given 
fuch  flagrant  proofs  of  their  malice  a  gain  ft  me-  1 
therefore  claim  my  privilege,  as  a  freeman  of  Rome% 
and,  whatever  be  the  confequence*  I  appeal  from  all 
other  courts  to  Cafjr's  immediate  tribunal,  that  1  may 
be  judged  by  his  imperial  majefty  himfdf,  (wr.  a  l*) 
choofing  rather  to  be  delivered  into  his  hands  than 
theirs,  (See  the  note  on  chap*  xxvi.  32.) 

1  a  Then  Fefius>  having  coufuked  (p***  **  «¥*£**«) 
with  his  own  Roman  council  *,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was 
fn  aflift  him  with  th^ir  advice  in  points  of  Jaw,  and  h\ 

cafes  of  difficulty  and  importance  j  and  thinking  that 

he  could  not  refufe  this  claim  of  privilege,  in  confid¬ 
ence  wirh  the  conftitunon  of  the  empire,  or  with  ho¬ 
nour  and  fafety  to  himfelf,  and  that*  by  complying 
With  it,  he  fhottld  get  rid  of  a  troubkfomt  affair,  with¬ 
out  di  [obliging  the  replied,  Well*  have  you 

thought  proper  to  appeal  to  the  emperor's  ftipreme 
court  of  judicature  at  Rome  ?  It  Qiall  be  according  to 
your  defire ;  To  Csfar  you  (hall  be  carried,  that  you 
jnay  appear  before  his  Majefly*  and  kqow  his  pleafuic. 
And  fo  all  further  proceedings  being  ftopt  for  the  pre- 
fent,  ro  the  disappointment  of  the  anoftle's  epemies* 
who  hoped  for  his  death,  and  of  his  friends,  who  bo* 
ped  for  his  liberty,  the  court  broke  up* 

13  But  (Ji)  fome  time  time  after  this,  dgrippat  a 
profeffed  7™,  who  was  rhefon  of  Hcrcd  Jgrtppa^  and 
was  king  of  large  territories  under  the  Rtmau  Emper¬ 
or  f;  he,  together  with  his  own  fitter  Bernice^  who 
had  likewifc  been  brought  up  in  the  Jcwijb  religion* 
came  to  Cffarta  to  congratulate  Fcftvs  upon  his  apeef- 
fion  to  the  government  of  Jzidfa%  zsid  tp  take  the  di- 

-verfions 


N  o  1 

*  The  w*d  b<rc  uTcd  is  not  (fwtJfidir) 

fhatt  by  which  the  Jenvfi  Jhnbcdrijnt  or 

«a*  commonly  cxpreflpd;  hot  is 
4  word  of  indeterminate  fignifi- 
catiim  \  And  a*  them  i*  no  likelihood,  That 
the  Jnttifi*  council  woptd  a  Srlfe  FtJUn  tw  And 
Patti  to  Korn* ;  fo  fi  jj  Certain  I  hi!  the  Kumar? 
pretidcnts,  or  governors  of  pi  evinces*  had  a 
coimrij  of  their  own,  to  confuk  wirh  on  pro¬ 
per  Mcafion^  Sec  Lardntr1*  ardftikt,  £*■ 
voL  t  p 

t  Hrrsd  At  tiff who  flew  the  epoflle 
wi:K  the  fword*  chap.  lii.  *f  »,  ap- 
peered  to  tw  a  zealous  and  olucjtd  his 

religion,  'llic  un  per¬ 


il  8* 

or*  Ciaiyfot  and  Ntrv  made  this  ycropg  A* 
£rippat  hi*  bn,  king  of  the  ttrcarthv  phifh 
formerly  belonged  *0  Philip t  {&e  tale  ill*  1* 

and  the  note  there)  z*  aito.Gf  Lfjhdat  and 
part  of  Ge/r/tt,  And,  by  the  perniillioa 
of  the  emperor,  he  hail  the  dln^ion  of  the 
Acred  treasure,  the  government  .of  the  tem¬ 
ple*  afid  the  right  of  nominating  the  high 
prieft,  and  war  himJeif  a  tealom  obferver  of 
the  Jcvrifi  religion,  and  an  etdlent  pri  w, 
of  great  genewity  end  clemency. —  Ikrvct 
was  one  of  the  da^btot  of  Hired  Agrippe ; 
but  a  lady  of  00  good  charzftcr.  Sec  i&J 
vnh  I  p.  3*,  jp,— 41,  and  Umirfat 
Val*  IV^fag-  atit. 
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T4  And  vh«d 
they  hid  been 
there  many  <Uys 

Jcfttu  declared 
Pauli  cwft  onto 
the  king*  fay^ 
in vt  There  li  a 
ctr'jio  mio  left 
in  bond*  by  Fe~ 
lii: 

15  About  whom, 
when  1  was  at  Je* 
mU'ern,  the  chief 
pri cits  and  the  cl* 
dtr*  of  the  Jewi 
informed  tne,  rtc- 
firing  /v  '  kavr 

judgment  agjUft 
him. 


10  To  whom  1 
an&rtretf ,  U  U 
riot  rhe  niidncr  of 
the  Romans  to 
d  ’^Uer  dry  man 

to  before  +h*i 
he  uh; ch  is  accu- 
fid  bsveihodteu- 
fm  lace  to  fa^c, 
and  have  licence 
to  tnfVer  for 
him'Hf  concern¬ 
ing  .k  crime  bid 
&£4iutt  him* 


t7  Therefore 

when  they  were 
corns  higher  , 
wMiout  any  dc- 
hy  on  the  mor¬ 
row,  I  fat  ou  the 
ju lament  ■  teat* 
snd  I  commanded 
the  mao  to  he 
brought  firth* 

1  S  Againfl 
whom*  wbcp  the 
air nGers  ituud  tip, 
they  brought 
no  tie  accnfetion 
of  fuch  ^hing;  at 
1  fbjiptifcd : 


Tertians  of  his  court,  and  dUblifh  a  good  underftand* 
ing  whh  him. 

14  And  as  thefe  royal  perfons  continued  a  confidcr- 

able  time  at  Cafarea$  in  free  eo  over  fat  ion  one 

day  with  the  bng,  related  the  ftate  of  Pout s  cafe  to 
him,  faying,  There  is  a  certain  noted  man,  who  has 
made  a  great  noife  in  the  world,  and  was  taken  up  oa 
occaCon  of  fomc  offences  that  he  had  given  to  the  JewTt 
and  whom  Felix ,  my  predcceJTor,  left  in  cuftoJy  at  his 
refigning  the  government* 

1 5  When  I  went  to  Jeruf&lrmy  foon  after  my  com¬ 
ing  into  this  province,  the  prefect  high  prieft,  {yer.  2  ) 
Together  with  the  chhf  priefls,  and  f.vtral  other  mem* 
hers  of  the  great  council,  immediately  applied  to  me 
about  this  man,  telling  me  of  various  crimes  which 
they  affirmed  him  to  have  been  guilty  of,  and  carneftly 
defiring  me  to  fend  for  him  thither,  and  to  pafs  fentencc 
upon  him  out  of  band,  as  a  capital  offender* 

16  Bui  having  feen  fit  10  rej-ft  their  propofal  for 

bringing  him  back  to  Jcrufahm ,  1  told  them,  That  as 
it  is  utterly  unrr  jfbnabie  in  itfclf,  fo  it  is  direftly  con¬ 
trary  to  the  invariable  and  {audible  cuftoms  ana  laws 
of  the  Romans,  to  adjudge  any  man  to  death,  and 
tturvu  u(  arbitrarily  give  him  up  to  deftrudiont 

he  he  ever  fo  cu!pjble  merely  up'>n  depofirions  on  one 
tide  of  the  qoeftton,  without  fir  ft  bringing  him  and 
his  iccnfers  together,  and  allowing  him  the  privilege 
of  hearing  what  they  hjvc  to  fay  againff  him,  and  of 
replying  ro  it,  ior  clearing  himfelf  of  the  crimes,  that 
they  Uy  to  his  charge  :  And  fo  1  ordered  them  that 
were  moft  able  to  make  any  thing  out  agatnft  him,  to 
come  down  to  Csefarta^  and  accufe  him  face  to  face, 
that  he  might  have  a  fair  trial*  (w*  4-  5*) 

\y  When  thtrefore,  in  compliance  with  this  motion, 
feveral  of  them  down  hither  to  profecute  him  ac- 

D>rding  to  law,  1,  being  defirous  to  detain  them  no 
longer  than  might  be  neerffary,  and  ro  di  (patch  the  af¬ 
fair  as  foon  as  pcfiible,  called  a  count  the  very  next  day; 
and  fitting  on  the  bench,  as  judge  of  the  caufe  which 
was  to  be  brought  before  me,  1  fern  commands  to  the 
proper  officers  to  produce  the  prifoner, 'and  fet  him  at 
the  bar. 

iS  And  when  his  a  elver  fades  flood  up  to  accufe  him 
of  the  high  crimes  and  mifdemefnnrs  alledged  ag..inft 
him,  they,  to  my  great  fuTprize,  did  not  mention,  much 
lefs  prove,  any  fuch  things  as  1  imagined  they  intend¬ 
ed,  againft  him  ;  nor  did  rhey  To  much  as  attempt  to 

{hew  that  he  bed  been  guilty  of  any  injuries]  that  pro- 

pciljf 
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But  had  cer¬ 
tain  qurlHtiti*  a- 
gainrt  him  of  their 
oi'n  fupciflmunp 
and  of  one  Jrfiu, 
which  dead, 
wbom  Paul  af. 
firmed  to  be  a* 
live. 


10  And,  be* 
caufe  I  doubted 
of  fuch  mintin' 
of  queAtoos,  i 
afked  blm*  whe¬ 
ther  he  would  go 

to  Jerofaiem,  and 
there  be  judged 
•f  thefc  matter*. 


%t  when 
P^ilhad  appeal 
cd  u>  be  reserved 
unto  the  hedting 
of  Auguliite,  I 
rOrnma Tided  h:m 
4i>  be  kept  till  [ 
might  fend  him 
Jo  Cdar. 


11  Then  A- 

gvippa  faid  unto 
yditfir,  i  would 
iKb  heir  rite  man 
tnyfelf.  To  mi.  r- 

tow  fairl  lie*  thou 

kit  hear  in  an 


1 3  And  on  the 
morrow  whui  A- 
gnp~a  waacoiue^ 

■nd  Bernice,  with 
great  pomp,  and 
was  entered  into 
the  pUri  of  hear- 
in^wlih  tlHh  chief 
captains, 


perly  fall  under  the  cognizance  of  the  civil  magi  {Irate* 
as  by  thetr  hideous  outcries  againft  him  I  thought  they 
would* 

19  But  in  (lead  of  doing  any  thing  like  this*  they 
p  re  fled  him,  with  great  heat  and  pallion*  about  feveral 
points*  that  are  controverted  among  themfdves,  rela¬ 
ting  to  their  own  religious  *  or*  as  1  (hould  call  them* 
fuperjtitious  tenets*  and  particularly  relating  to  one  Jc- 
fus,  who  was  crucified  and  died  feme  years  ago*  but 
whom  Pa  u/ boldly  and  peremptorily  affirmed  to  have  rifen 
again  from  the  dead*  and  to  be  now  alive  in  heaven. 

ao  And  becuife,  after  ail  that  was  laid  on  both  Giles* 
I  thought  myftlf  an  incompetent  judge  of  fuch  fort  of 
difputahle  quefttons*  and  was  doubtful  in  my  own  mind* 
who  was  in  the  right*  and  whether  an  affair  of  this  na¬ 
ture  might  not  more  properly  belong  to  an  ectlefialUeri, 

than  civil  court  of  judicature  ■*  1  therefore  afked  the  pri- 
foner,  whether  he  would  be  willing  to  go  to  Jerufalrm * 
and  be  tried  there  in  my  prefence  by  the  Jcvsijb  Sanhe¬ 
drim*  who  were  better  judges  of  tnefe  matters  than  I* 
and  might  give  me  further  light  into  the  merits  of  the 
caufe*  and  fo  enable  me  to  proceed  upon  proper  evi¬ 
dence  in  doing  him  j  alike. 

2t  But  when  Pau/y  in  (lead  of  complying  with  this 
propofal*  refuted  to  be  turned  over  to  that  court*  and 
appealed  to  the  emperor*  whofe  honour  it  is  to  be  fl jled 
Avgvfiust  that  he  might  rather  be  detained  for  a  hir¬ 
ing  before  his  Majefty  himfelf*  than  before  them  who 
had  ihewn  fo  much  inveteracy  againft  him  ;  1  ordered 
him  to  be  kept  in  fafe  cuftody*  till  I  might  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  feadtng  him  to  our  foverngn  Lord  Nero 
at  Rome ;  and*  after  fuch  appeal*  1  could  not  well  do 
otherwife. 

.21  Then  king  rigrippa^  who*  bring  a  Jfrwf  could 
not  but  have  heard  much  of  Jefus,  [chap*  xxvi.  26.} 
faid  to  FtftuSf  I  (hould  be  very  glad  to  fee  this  pri loner, 
and  beqr  from  his  own  mouth  what  he  has  to  fay  in 
vindication  of  himfdf*  and  yfhis  doQrjne*  that  1  might 
he  capahle  of  forming  fome  judgment  about  them.  To 
which  Feftus  replied*  With  all  my  heart.  Sir* 

'frail*  if  you  pleaic*  have  an  opportunity  for  it  to  mor¬ 
row*  when  I  hope  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  favour  me 
with  your  thoughts  about  him. 

23  Accordingly*  the  Yery  next  day,  king  Agrippa * 
and  his  After  Btrttict  came,  and  placed  thtmfelves  in 
the  judgment  hall  with  great  magnificence  and  fplen- 
dor*  bring  richly  decked  with  glittering  L  ornaments* 

and  attended  with  a  large  and  pompous  retinue,  which, 

after 


Cl>.  xxr. 

caplins *  tod 

principal  mtn  of 
i  he  city,  at  Fcflva 
commandment. 
P*ul  «tu  brought 

faith. 
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And  FeAui 

£i!d,King  Agrip- 
r*>  ;j(ld  aU  meo 
which  are  here 
pnfiRi  with  us, 
ye  fx  this  man, 
about  whom  all 
the  multitude  of 
the  Jews  hre 
dealt  with  me, 
both  at  Jcrufa- 
Ifm,  and  alio 
here,  crjriog  that 
he  ought  not  to 
live  any  longer. 


1 1  But  when  T 

found  that  he  bad 
committed  no  - 
thing  worthy  of 

death,  and  that 

he  himfult  luth 
appealed  to  Au- 
gufhts,  1  have  de¬ 
termined  to  fend 
Aim. 


iff  Or  whom  T 
have  no  certain 
thing  to  write 
U  flto  my  lord. 

Where- 


after  all,  was  bat  mating  i  vain  Ihew,  with  a  huge 
imagination  or  fancy  of  grandeur,  (>u™  nu«fm«n«) 
that  has  nothing  in  it,  compared  with  the  truly  noble  and 
inward  adorning!  of  knowledge,  virtue,  grace,  and  ho- 
Jinefs,  with  which  Paul  appeared  in  his  bonds  and  def- 
picablc  garb  t  And,  as  the  defigned  interview  had  ta¬ 
ken  wind,  the  chief  officers  of  the  army*  and  the  civil 
magift  rates  and  principal  citizens  of  Cojarea,  cro tided 
tbither,  not  from  any  defire  of  fpirituai  benefit,  bat  to 
gratify  their  curiolity  in  feeing  and  hearing  what  might 
pats :  When  therefore  (»*)  this  grand  aJTembly  was  ga¬ 
thered  Together,  Pault  by  Fejtui  the  governor's  order, 
was  brought  before  them,  according  to  what  Chrift  hail 
foretold  his  fcmnx  Ananias  concerning  him.{C%4p.tx.  1 5-) 

24  And  Fefius  opened  the  occasion  of  their  coming 

together  in  the  following  fpeech  to  them,  faying,  O 
king  Agrippat  and  all  of  you  gentlemen,  that  are  here 
afTcmbled  with  us*,  Ye  fee  this  man,  whoftnnds  before 
you  as  a  prifoner  $  look  at  him,  and  carefully  obferve 
him,  who  has  made  fo  much  nolle  amongft  us,  and 
concerning  whom  abundance  of  the  Jev>st  both  at  Je~ 
ruJaUmt  and  at  this  city,  have  folicitcd  me,  with 
great  importunity,  to  pafs  fentence  upon 

him,  as  a  capital  offender,  crying  our  with  mighty  ve¬ 
hemence  again!!  him,  as  a  man  of  fuch  pernicious  prin¬ 
ciples  and  pra£liccs,  and  as  fuch  a  buiy  promotor  of 
them,  that  it  is  not  fit  for  him  to  live  any  longer  upon 
earth. 

25  But  when,  upon  bearing  both  Tides,  I  really  could 
not  find  him  to  have  been  guilty  of  any  £.1  tilt,  that  can 
be  deemed  of  a  capital  nature  or  deferving  of  death  ; 
and  when,  upon  afking  him,  for  fome  fpecial  reafons, 
whether  he  would  confent  to  go  to  JervfaUnu,  and  be 
judged  there  before  me,  he  himfelf  appealed  to  Nero 

our  fovereign,  (ver.  9,—u.)  who,  in  honour  of  our 
two  Grit  emperors,  Julius  Cafar  and  Augvjlus ,  is  called 
both  Cafar f  [ver.  it.)  and  Augvjfust  1  thought  it  necef- 
fary,  and  have  accordingly  refolved,  to  fend  him  ere 
long  to  Rome. 

26  And  yet,  after  all,  I  am  greatly  at  a  lofs  to  know 
what  to  write  to  his  Majefty  concerning  him,  3$  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  (late  his  cafe  with  any  exa&nefs,  by  reafon 
cf  the  various  and  confufod  rcpitfenlations,  that  have 

be  ca 

T  E. 

f  ‘  a  n  ema n,  for  appearing  in  a  meeting  cf 
11  thr*  nature  :  He  did  not  refer  any  thing  to 
**  her  judgment*  or  dehre  her  cotuifci.  Hot 
**  jtu  tint  art  prcjhitt  tfai  arc  {:< 

the  words  arc  pUtvd,)  1  delire  ycu  to  lake 
**  coer.*:&;x?c  cf  t!.:s  rr:^v:r,*“ 


O 

*  As  the  verb  Wpurt  is  found  in  the  «s- 
£:sti  vc  and  imptraiwe  mood*,  I  have  given 

a  v:c*  of  noth  in  the  panphrzfc,  Fcjinsf  fays 
NCr  Hrtn,  “  fpofcc  to  all  the  mm  (aftm; 
fi  in  diflittfHon  from  vomen,  a&  1; 

M  Jvc  k  tended  a  udi  reflet  lion  upon  3trn:&t 
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W  berrihrc  I  hive 
brought  litmfonh 
Ufrrc  you,  *ad 
fpcrislty  before 
thee,  O  king  A* 
Hripp3tfh<ittaUer 
examination  had* 

)  might  have 
fome  -  whit  to 

WTUC. 


17  For  it  term¬ 
ed)  to  me  tiura- 

fbaable  to  tend  ■ 
prifoncr,  and  n»t 
vithil  to  Jignify 
the  crimes  had  *- 

gattiA  lirfn. 


been  mafje  of  it ;  nor  to  fay,  with  any  certainty,  againft 
what  law  of  the  government  he  has  offended :  I  have 
therefore  broogbt  him  before  this  honourable  affembly, 
and  particularly  before  your felf,  O  ting  rfgrippa%  who 
are  well  known  to  be  very  expert  in  the  JttoiJb  as  well 
as  Roman  laws,  {chap,  xivL  3*)  tbar,  after  further  ex¬ 
amination,  with  calmneft  and  impartiality,  I  may  be 
favoured  with  your  advice,  about  wbat  may  be  proper 
for  me  to  write  to  his  imperial  majefty  concerning  him* 
27  For,  in  my  apprebenfion,  it  would  be  a  prepos¬ 
terous  and  abfiird  piece  of  conduct  in  me,  and  might 
jultly  be  cenfured  by  the  emperor  himfelf,  were  I  to  fmd 
a  perfon  under  cuftody,  to  oe  tried  before  his  Majrfty 
for  his  life,  and  not  to  give  Tome  account,  at  the  fame 

time,  of  what  fun  of  utimi  ate  laid  tu  hi*  ^haigc. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

So  defperatcly  wicked  is  the  heart  of  man,  in  its  enmity  again  ft  Cfcrift  and  the 
gofpdj  that  neither  length  of  time,  nor  repeated  experience  of  its  vain  attempts 
and  foameful  defeats,  can  wear  it  out,  or  fubdue  U.  How  reftltft  were  the  un- 
Uttering  Jrw*  in  their  endeavour*  to  deftroy  the  apoftle  Pau!%  for  preach inx  1 
crucified  and  rifen  Jefiw !  They  defired  an  unrighteous  tentence  to  be  palled  up¬ 
on  him,  aa  a  favourto  themfclvca,  and  even  contrived  to  murder  him,  when  iUy 
found  that  no  legal  procefc  could  reach  his  life.  But  how  did  God,  in  his  provi¬ 
dence,  watch  over  him,  ft;r  his  preservation  from  their  malicious  defigrtg !  Ft- fins 
refutes  to  fend  for  him  to  Jeni/aUm*  at  their  requeft,  and  would  try  him  at 
C<tfarc&%  where  his  enemies  could  prove  nothing  againft  him  ;  and  when,  unt- 
withstanding  this,  the  governor  afterwards,  in  complaifance  to  them,  would 
have  put  this  excellent  and  innocent  fetvant  of  Chrift  into  their  power,  Paul 
htm  ft  If,  tinder  divine  direction,  prevents  it,  by  an  appeal  to  Gafar*  which  made 
way  for  his  going  to  R  and  preaching  the  gofpel  there,  as  the  Lord  Jet  us 
had  foretold  he  fhould*  Hut  how  hard  is  the  cafe  of  Chriftians,  when  they  arc 
forced  to  throw  themfclves  into  the  hands  of  a  prince,  as  barbarous  and  blood- 
thinly  as  Ner&y  to  cfcape  the  fury  of  falfe  pretenders  to  religion  1  Howi-rcr, 
they,  like  the  apoftle,  ought  to  defend  their  integrity  againft  imjuft  accufrtivns 
as  ut:11  as  they  c,m;  And  when  dangers  are  other  wife  tinavoidaUci  bow  jufliti- 
able  and  prudent  is  it  in  them  to  take  fuch  advantages,  as  the*  government  thry 
live  under  mny  afford  far  their  protection  S  They  may  expert  more  equity,  even 
from  a  heathen  judge,  like  Fejins^  than  from  blind  and  envious  zealoU,  like  the 
rulers  of  the  7rw<-— As  no  man  ought  to  be  condemned  for  any  crime,  till  he 
and  his  a  centers  are  brought  face  to  face,  that  be  may  anfwer  for  bimtelf;  To, 
how  mean  thoughts  foever  the  migiftrate  may  have  of  Chriltiao  religion,  how  r- 
videutty  wtH  it  always  be  found,  upon  examination,  to  have  no  iniquity  in  it ; 
Nothing  contrary  to  the  welfare,  peace,  and  got-d  order  of  civil  fociety  j  much 
lefs  to  have  any  thing  m  Et>  for  which  its  prrachm,  or  profcflbrs,  can  detenre 
death.  The  more  it  is  fearched  into,  the  more  its  dottrines,  and  Us  wife  and 
faithful  advocates  will  be  cleared  from  reproach.  But,  O  bow  happy  would  it 
be,  if  our  rulers  and  great  men  were  as  ready  to  heat  the  gofpri,  that  their  pro* 
Jcnlt  ruaj  //m,  as  rfgrij>pat  Birnkt*  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  tht  prinri' 
pat  citizens  of  C*farra  were,  to  gratify  iheir  curiqfitU  by  hearing  what  the  a- 
pulHe  Paot  had  to  lay  in  vindication  of  bimtetf,  and  of  tbe  great  articles  of  Us 
LSih  and  mini  ft  ry  ! 


CHAP, 
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CHAP.  XXVI. 

I 

Piul,  being  permitted  to  fpeak  for  bimfelf,  gives  an  account  before  king 
Agrippa  and  others ,  that  in  the  younger  part  if  Us  lift  be  toot  a 
Pkarifcc,  and  a  furious  zealot  agatnfi  ChriJHamty,  i,~ i 1.  Relates 
bis  converfion  and  coil  to  the  apqftlejbip,  and  bis  preaching  after - 
wards,  ti, — 23.  Fell  us  upon  bearing  it,  counts  bim  mad,  who 
maintains  the  contrary  in  a  modcjl.  appeal  to  Agrippa,  24, — 26.  A* 
grippa  ts  almoft  perfuaded  to  be  a  Qhrtfiian ,  and,  together  with  Feftus, 
pronounces  Paul  to  be  innocent,  27, — 32. 


Tsxt. 

THEM  Agrtpp* 
Hud  BQtftPsulj 
Th«u  an  permit¬ 
ted  to  fpetk  far 
thyfelf ,  Then 
ftittcbcd 
ftfrtb  the  bind| 

saW  jofmed  for 
him  (elf* 


*  T  think 
fclf  happy,  king 

Agrippa,  hccatife 
I  tnd l  iniwcf  Tor 

myfrlf  ifiis  diy 

ftrforctte,  1  inch¬ 
ing  nil  the  * hinge 
wLereof  Igmie* 
cufcdof  t  be  Jews: 


3  EfpofuDy, 

1  Xdvlt  i  Ml  n AW 

itite  to  be  expert 
in  all  cuftami 
and  qncftioni 

which  are  among 
the  Jews:  whae- 
fort  1  bcflccli 
thee  to  hear  me 
palientif. 


4  My  manner 
of  i:;e  from  my 
youch,  which  was 

at 


Paraphrase. 

YTT’HE^T  Fefius  had  opened  the  defign  of  his  bring- 
ing  the  apofUe  Paul  before  king  Agrippa,  and  the 
reft  of  the*  company,  Agrippa  called  oat  to  Paul ,  and 
faid,  You  may  oov  have  free  liberty,  without  danger  of 
being  unfeafonably  interrupted,  to  offer  what  you  have 
to  Jay  in  your  own  vindication  from  the  crimes  rhat 
hare  been  laid  to  your  charge.  Thereupon  Paul,  reach, 
ing  out  bis  hand  in  a  free  and  decent  aftion,  to  inti, 
mate  that  be  was  going  to  fpeak,  and  de  fired  the  ft  lent 
attention  of  the  audience,  made  his  apology  (•nwj’in*) 
for  himfeif  and  bis  glorious  caufe,  like  a  gentleman,  a 
fchoUr,  and  a  Chnftian  divine,  in  the  following  re- 
Jpedlful,  judicious,  and  moving  manner ; 

2  I  efleem  it,  O  king  Agrippa ,  a  favourable  turn  of 
Providence,  and  it  is  a  great  fatisfa&ion  to  me,  that  t 
am  called  at  this  time,  to  plead  my  eaufe  before  a  prince 
of  your  great  capacity  and  advantages,  for  underttand- 
ing  the  truth  and  force  of  every  particular  that  I  Hull 
alledge  to  clear  myt'df,  and  the  do&rines  I  preach,  lions 
the  invidious  indictments  that  have  hern  preferred  a* 
gainftme  by  my  countrymen,  the  Jews. 

3  And  this  1  (hall  attempt  wHi  the  greateft  pleafure, 

efpecfally,  bswufc  I  am  welt  allured  of  your  Maietty’e 

noted  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  all  the  religious 
rites,  ceremonies,  and  cuftoms  of  the  Jews,  and  points 
of  controverfy  amonz  them,  relating  to  their  perpetual 
obligation,  and  to  the  coining  of  the  Me  Huh.  I  there¬ 
fore  humbly  and  earnrfUy  intreat,  that,  as  the  frriouf- 
neb  and  importance  of  the  fuhjeQ  require  it,  you  would 
pleafe  to  hear  me  with  clemency,  candour,  and  pati¬ 
ence,  whtlft  I  give  you  a  brief  account  of  my  principles 
and  behaviour,  all  along  from  my  youth  up,  to  this  very 
day. 

4,  5  As  to  the  manner  of  my  life  and  oonvprfation  isi 
younger  years,  though  1  was  born  of  fewijb  parents  at 

Tar - 
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at  the  firft  among 
mine  own  notion 
it  jern&km  , 
know  ■  iJl  the 

5  Which  knew 
me  froi p  tbs  be* 
ginning,  (if  they 
would  teftify,) 
that,  after  the 
moft  ftraiieft  fe£t 
of  our  religion,  I 
lived  a  FharLfte, 


d  And  now  I 
ftandi  and  am 
lodged  for  the 
hope  of  the  pro¬ 
mise 


Tar/us  in  Cilicia  ;  yet  I  was  early  educated  among  the 
people  of  mine  own  nation  at  Jerufal£tn$  where  I  was 
brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Gamaliel^  (chap,  ixih  3-)  a 
Rabbi  of  great  reputation  for  learning  and  religion. 
This  is  a  fa£t  generally  known  among  the  Jrtus  them* 
fdkes,  many  of  which  were  acquainted  with  me  from 
my  very  firft  coming  thither,  and  all  along  afterwards, 
during  my  abode  there 5  and  were  they  Co  juft  and  fair, 
as  to  appear  to  my  charader,  they  could  not  but  bear 
me  wjtnds,  that  I  was  not  only  by  profe£tcn^  but  in 
prsStict  and  behaviour,  a  Pbarife^  living  up,  with  the 
greateft  fohriety  and  exaftn efi,  to  the  rules  and  ordm 
of  that  fe£fc>  which  is,  of  all  others,  the  mod  ftrt&  and 
accurate  in  religious  observances,  efpecially  of  ceremo¬ 
nial  rites,  according  to  the  law  and  the  prophers,  and 
the  traditions  of  the  elders  ;  So  that  it  is  neither  through 
ignorance,  prepofleffion,  or  libertine  principles,  nor 
from  any  flroog  habits  of  vice  that  I  have  altrrrd  my 
fe  mi  merits  about  fome  important  points  of  a  feHginus 
nature,  whilft  I  ftill  retain  as  great  a  regard  as  ever  to 
the  fundamental  articles  of  tbc  religion  which  I  was 
brought  up  in. 

6  And  even  now  I  Hand  accufed,  and  am  judged,  aj 
a  criminal,  by  mine  adverfaries,  for  profeffing  and 
preaching,  upon  fureft  grounds,  that  the  great  bk  fling, 
which  was  promised  to  Abrahxm%  and  others  of  our  pi* 
ous  anceftors,  and  was  the  obje&  of  their  faith  and  hope, 
is  now  confirmed,  and,  in  part,  fulfilled,  by  the  com¬ 
ing  of  Jefiis  Chrift  *,  whole  refurre£iion  from  the  dead 

proved 

T  E. 

to  which*  God  t$  fold  to  have  frefzted  then 
adtty,  Htb.  ai  xG.  or  the  rn  jibr$* 

bant+  that  tn  hit  feed  all  a*itiont  fiouid  he  bfeftdt 
not  only  in  ihi>  world,  but  alio  in  rlmt  which 
is  m  come  ;  Aod  ibis  prom  tic  of  the  Mcfluh 
included  hu  own  TdunrfKcin,  (  jy#A  xvL  <0.) 
and  the  rcfiint&^n  of  other*  to  eternal  life 

through  him  i  for  they  ih*i  be  of  favh  c^uld 
not  otherwife  hr  hlejfed  iri;A  toilful  Alr^humt 
and,  a?  Abraham**  be  hein  atcirdtag  to 
the  pr&uxfet  at  tbc  Spoftic  fry*  they  wf  Gal * 
lit.  p,  op.  Accordingly  13 v  iFhtih  obltrvt* 
from  MjimwtitttX,  thar  It  was  one  of  the  t mi¬ 
di  mental  ankles  of  the  Jr^j,  tliet  their  Mtf- 
Jsab  fiauU  raft  iltt  dead,  md  bring  thm  into 
Paradift ;  And  as  it  w  *  expvetely  foretold. 
Dm.  aii  that  of  them  ti*ot  fleep  in  the  tinjt 
of  St-t  earth,  fhm efosh  trtaair  tu  life j 

Cb  we  are  ^ilior^d *  3$  )j.)  that  fame 

of  the  ancient  worth :«  were  f&rjirrrrf,  «f  ac- 
re^timg  rffiiucivwie,  fbjl  they  nrght  obtain  a 
better  reftrrr&hn ;  jnJ  that  theft  ell 
ok/uaef  a  xf+J  repo,  iy  ibrx.gh  fj&ihi  reed  ltd 


N  O 

*  Tt  appear*  from  tct,  6.  that  the  apoftk 
here  fptiL  of  the  reftirreftbs  and  I  think 
the  connexion  of  vei.it.  with  that  verfc, 
plainly  intimates  that  l  e  meant  the  rdurrec- 
tion^GhriH,  for  other wiCs,  what  he  there 
fiyaabontthe  tbingt  which  be  oncctiwAt 
he  tnykf  to  da,  mtrary  to  the  name  of 
feeois  to  be  brought  in  too  abruptly.  It  like- 
wife  appear*  from  chap  iriv.  tj*  that  he  in¬ 
cluded  a  refurreiUoa  of  the  righteou*  to  eter- 
tul  iif«T  which  was  the  object  of  his  hope; 
aad  n  the  refarreftion  ot  ChriD  wai  a  grand 
article,  which  rut  through  tbc  apotllc’s  ml- 
ntflry,  wc  cannot  but  fuppoJe,  that  he  men¬ 
tioned  cheir  r*fbrrc&ion**>  the  fruit  and  con* 
frqumcc  of  hh.  When  therefore  he  rep  re 
iems  the  great  benefit  hoped  for,  as  a  matter 
of  promise,  he  Jeemi  to  titled,  that  it  was 
either  the  upfbot  or  uU  the  proir<;fc3t  or  of 
fiwne  eminent  and  com  puke  olive  promilc 
made  u>  the  fathers,  fuch  that  given  to 
Abrahamt  -Jfaoe,  and  Jrfsi,  tliat  Gm  ttawld 
he  their  f?«j  from  wfiana  our  Lord  Inferred 
aha  rtfitn  fftkm  or  the  itad,  {Mutfh.  xvi,  (  not  the  oremift* 
3'i3%»  Ik  the  note  iherr);  and,  with  irtptft* 


Cli.  mi* 

inifc  mdtof  God 
viuu  «ur  fsihcre; 


7  Unto  which 
pnmift  our  twelve 
mhcs,  inftamly 
itrvjng  God  day 
and  night,  hope 
to  rome ;  for 
vhich  hope's 
fAe,  king  A  grip* 
pit  1  Bit]  KCUfed 

o£  the  Jew*. 


•  Why  ftmdd 

it  be  thought  a 
thing  incredible 
with  yno  that 
Ood  lh<.Hiid  raife 
the  dead  ! 


p  I  verily 

thought  with  my- 
frlf  that  I  ought 
to  do  many  things 
contra  iy  to  the 
nimc  of  Jtfiu  of 
K  aiarcLh, 


i  o  Which  thing 
1al£>  did  in  Jcnt- 
tdeml  ard  many 
of  fhe  fit  ini*  did  I 
(hot  op  in  pijfuo, 
having  received 
authority  from  the 
chief  prietb;  and 
when  (bey  were 
pm  to  death  I 

gave 


'hrajed. 

cxpeQed 
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of  there  that  fleep  in  him,  ( t  Cor.  it.  20.)  they  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  his  name  (hall  rife  again  to  cverlafting  life. 
(Chap,  xxiv*  14,  15,  21.) 

7  Unto  the  enjoyment  of  this  promife  of  a  biefled  re- 
furrc&ion,  religious  people  among  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Ifraet  bope  to  arrive;  in  which  hope  they  woilhip  God 
with  perpetual  and  intenfe  fervour,  («  «««»]  and  with 
great  frequency,  {Luke  xviii.  7.)  every  morning  and 
evening,  and  at  all  proper  fcafons,  {Luke  ii.  37.)  and 
yet  for  the  fahe  of  this  hope  according  to  the  promife^ 
which  1  entertain  and  endeavour  to  propagate  for  the 

ood  of  others,  1  am  fo  unhappy,  O  king  Agrippa,  as  to 

Sadducfan  Jews,  as  though  I  were 
therein  guilty  of  the  moll  heinous  crime,  and  afforted 
the  moft  mo  nitrous  ablurdity. 

8  But  I  would  humbly  aft  this  honourable  aficmbly. 
Why  fiiould  it  be  deemed  unreafonable  to  believe,  that 
tbe  great  God  and  Creator  of  all,  whofe  power  is  in¬ 
finite,  lb oid d  raife  Jefus,  bis  only  begotten  Son  front 
tbe  dead,  and  raife  up  others  to  an  immortal  life  thro* 
him  *  ?  What !  Do  any  of  you  account  this  to  be  pail 
all  poffibility,  or  belief,  while  none  of  the  Jews  them- 
felves,  except  tbe  Sadducees,  deny  a  refurrt&ion  of  the 
dead  ? 

9  I  reyfelf  indeed,  formerly,  was  as  much  prejudiced 
again  It  the  notion  of  a'  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour,  as 
any  one,  whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  now  can  be  ;  info- 
much  that  (to  my  frame  I  fpeak  it}  I  really  thought  it 
was  my  duty,  and  would  be  doing  God  good  fervice,  to 
ufe  my  utmoft  endeavours,  by  ail  means  poflxbte,  for 
furprifing  the  reputation,  authority  and  intereft,  name 
and  do&rine  of  Chrifi,  who  was  commonly  called,  by 
way  of  contempt,  jefus  of  Nazareth. 

10  And  this  1  did  in  the  moll  public  manner  at  Je» 
rvjalem  itfeli ;  yea,  fo  zealous  and  a  {live  was  1  therein, 
that  1  got  abundance  of  the  holy  difciples  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  to  be  committed  ro  jails,  and  laid  under  ctofe  con¬ 
finement,  for  the  profefli  m  they  made  of  faith  in  him, 
by  virtue  of  warrants  which  I  obtained'  of  tbe  chief 
priefts  and  elders  againft  them,  (rAdtp.xxii.  5.}  and  when 
any  of  them  were  tried,  condemned,  ami  executed  lor 
their  religion,  I  cried  out  aloud  for  what  I  called  jullice, 

and 

T  E. 

that  the  apoflie  might  ohferw  sir  of  ii  !i* 

rule  i'i  fut**  of  ihe  company*  ut  his  mM- 

Uui\t  ig  tbe  rcftrrtttk*. 


N  O 

*  I  have  taken  in  toth  tbe  ways  in  which 
t Tide  words  ( rutxim)  may  1*  rendered  -ic- 
ct'nluig  as  they  >r*  read  with  a  point  between 
them*  or  not;  nod  it  i *  highly  prob*birt 
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gm  my  *oi«  4* 
Xiinft  ibtm. 


tj  And  T  pa* 

plihed  them  aft 
tn  every  fyiis- 


gnfuc,  and  cons* 
pdled  them  lo 


blr1ph*me:indr 
being  exceedingly 

mad  igaUA.  them 
l  perfeewed  tb*m, 
even  unco  ftrance 
tick*. 


vxWhereupoc, 
u  I  fceut  to  Da* 
mifms  with  au¬ 
thority  and  coiq- 
tniHion  from  the 
chief  0i£0« ;  - 


tj  At  mid-day, 
O  king*  t  fflw  id 
the  way  a  light 
from  heaven*  a- 
bove  the  bright- 
uefs  of  the  Ain, 
Aiming  round  a- 
bout  me,  and 
them  which  jour¬ 
neyed  mh  me. 


and  gave  my  Suffrage  again  ft  rhem,  d  e* 

clared  my  approbation  of  the  ftvereft  death  that  could 
be  inflicted  upon  them,  and  jollified  it  in  all  companies; 
a  notorious  inftance  of  which  appeared  at  the  molt  cruel 
martyrdom  of  one  Stephen*  a  man  of  great  eminence  a- 
mong  the  Chriftians*  [Chap*  vii*  jB.  andviib  i-) 

II  I  alio  very  frequently  featched  out  others  of 
them,  and  brought  them  to  every  fynago&ue  that  lay 
convenient  for  me,  where  I  took  care  to  have  them  well 
fcourged,  and  expofed  to  open  lhame  j  and  hv  tin  ter* 
rors  of  perfections,  with  which  1  indefatigably  purfu- 
ed  them,  I,  alas!  forced  feme  of  them,  Jgainft  their 
conferences,  to  renounce  and  blafplieme  Ch nit’s  blefled 
name,  by  which  they  were  called;  as  though  they 
thought  htio  an  import  or ;  And,  not  contented  with 
this  horrible  violation  of  all  natural  and  furred  rights 
nearer  home,  fo  furioufly  was  I  enraged  againft  them, 
even  unto  madnefe  itfelf,  and  fo  vexed  at  heart  to  think 
that,  nocwitbftanding  all  1  could  do,  they  rather  gain¬ 
ed,  than  toll  ground,  that  I  followed  and  diftreffed 
them  by  all  poflihle  methods  of  feveriry,  even  unto  far 
dirt  ant  cities,  without  the  con  Sues  of  Judea*  where 
they  dwelt,  or  were  driven  to  feek  fhtlter  from  the  fury 
of  my  cpprcOionG.  From  all  thefe  well-known  dread¬ 
ful  fa£h,  it  plainly  appears  that  there  could  not  be  a 
more  determined  and  inveterate  enemy  to  Chriftianiry 
than  myfelf ;  and  therefore  my  conmfion  from  what  I 
then  was,  to  what,  blefled  be  God,  I  now  am,  mult 
in  all  reafon  be  fuppoted  to  be  owing  to  fome  extraor¬ 
dinary  caufe* 

I  a  Now,  to  give  you  a  faithful  account  of  this,  it 
was  in  the  following  miraculous  manner :  Whjlft  l  was, 
at  a  certain  time,  going  as  far  as  the  city  of  Dama/ait 
in  Syria*  to  execute  the  cruel  com  million  and  powers 
which  I  had  received  from  the  chief  priefts  and  the 
reft  of  the  Jrwijb  fanhedrim,  to  diftreli  the  dtfriples  of 
Jefus  there; 

13  At  noon -day,  O  king  Agttppa*  as  I  was  travel* 
ling  on  the  road  thither,  full  of  zeal  and  refolution  to 
do  my  utmoft  againrt  them,  I  was,  all  on  afudden,  fur* 
prifed  with  a  molt  iilultrious  light,  which  darted  down 
from  heaven,  with  tirefirtible  evidence  of  its  being  a 
divine  appearance,  and  which  (hone  all  around  me  and 
my  fellow- travellers,  th<jt  went  to  aid  and  aflirt  me  in 
my  perfecuttng  errand;  a  light  v.tfUy  fu  pert  or  to  the 
brigh teft  {tuning  of  the  fuo  itfejf,  and  even  obfeuring 
its  meridian  fpiendor* 


14  And 


■  ■  .  t 
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14  And  when 
ve  were  all  railed 
to  the  emit,  I 
beard  4  vokc 
fptakingDntomc, 
ami  fiying  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue, 
Sad,  Sad,  why 

periceutdt  thou 
me?  It  if  turd 
far  tba  to  kick 

tguuft  the  pricki. 


it  And  TAM* 
Who  art  thou, 
L.nnl  ?  And  he 
fjdT  1  am  Jcfua 
whom  thou  per- 
Iccuidt. 


id  But  rife, 
and  Hand  upon 
ihy  feet:  for  1 
have  appeared  no* 
to  thee  for  thij 
purpoie,  to  make 

thee 


14  And  when  all  of  us  were  fo  (truck  and  aflonilhed 
at  this  tremrolous  dazzling  light,  that  we  fell  proftrate- 
to  the  earth  in  the  utmoft  confulioa  andv  horror,  I  heard 

an  articulate  voice  from  the  divine  glory,  calling  di- 
Hin&ly  to  me  by  name,  and  faying,  with  great  majefty 
and  eameftnefs,  in  the  Hebrew  language,  which  I  per¬ 
fectly  underftood,  it  being  my  mother-tongue,  Sautt 
Saul,  why  ptrfccuteft  thou  me  f  That  is,  as  I  afterwards 
underftood  it.  Why  are  you  fo  daring,  foolilh,  and  im¬ 
pious,  as  to  lay  yourfelf  out  with  fuch  indefatigable 
pains  to  abufe  and  oppreG,  my  members  and  my  caufe, 
which  I  am  fo  nearly  interefted  in,  and  concerned  for, 
that  I  account  what  is  done  againft:  them  to  be  done  a- 
gainft  myfelf  ?  You  thereby  perfecute  me  in  them  :  AH 
this  is  as  fenfelefs  and  fruitlefs,  and  as  injurious  to 
youyfelf,  as  it  would  be  for  a  man  ro  kick  with  his  na¬ 
ked  foot  againft  briars  and  thorns,  or  even  againft  goads 
and  fpurs,  {*?**  «»*?*)  whereby  he  would  only  hurt  and 
wound  himi'eU,  without  fopprcJEng  or  deftroying  them. 

15  I  not  knowing  who  it  was,  that  in  this  earned 
and  awful  manner  fpoke  to  me,  and  yet  believing  it  to 
be  one  of  the  heavenly  .world,  anfwered,  with  trembling 
and  aftonilhment.  Who  art  thou.  Lord,  that  fpeakeit 
with  fuch  terrible  rebuke  i  What  wilt  thou  have  me  to 
do  f  {chap.  ix.  (5.)  And  he  immediately  replied,  with 
a  folcmniry  and  endearment  peculiar  to  himfetf,  which 
pierced  me  to  the  heart,  I  am  Jefus,  the  only  Saviour, 
whom  you  are  fo  defperately  prejudiced  againft,  as  to 
perfecute  me,  even  unto  death,  in  my  members,  that 
are  intimately  united  and  dear  to  me,  whilft  I  myfelf, 
whom  your  own  countrymen  cfucified,  am  out  of  four 
reach,  and  can  be  killed  no  more. 

16  But,  faid  he,  with  melting  condcfcenlion  a  ml  ten- 
dernefs,  to  (haineme  out  of  my  Infidelity  and  cruelty,  and 
to  encourage  my  hopes  in  his  mercy,  Be  no  longer  dif- 
mayed;  but  get  up  from  your  proftnuion  on  the  ground, 
and  Hand  on  your  Ires  again,  as  o;i;  ready  to  go  about 
the  better  work  thar  I  dull  employ  you  iu  ;  For  I  have 
now  appeared  in  this  miraculous  and  compaftunate 
manner  to  you,  for  this  very  end  and  puip-jfe  *,  ns  I 

(hall 


N  o 


T  It. 

ticol^rs  are  left  out  id  one  place,  which  «e 
fupplicrl  in  others,  oiir  Lord  might  fa/,  at 
ln([,  fume  of  thde  tiling  on  the  road*  ^id 
further  co ;i dim  them  afterward s  by 
and  (Hit  more  f::l!v  »pE;in  tli:m  In  ne  a- 
poftle's  vifion  in  (lie  icmple,  at  Ms  ftroitd 


*  iy  com  par  jug  chap.  ix.  1  j.  wkh  chap 
xidi,  14*  ij  *  h  appears  that  Chrift  wmmu* 
nicatcd  10  the  apoftlc  the  fubiUrtcc  of  what 
U  here  mentioned  by  ifoucd j,  under  a  pro* 
pficEk  impulse  ai  Dimafitu  :  8nt  as  ft  is 
not  to  be  loppofcrl  that  every  traniaflion  is 

fully  related  in  fo  (hurt  a  hiftory,  and  of-  journey  l«  (jit  the  n^i^n  ch  .p, 

ten  find,  t bar  recording  fpccchesiu:ne  par-  ix- 17,);  or  cJfc  for  brevity*!  laku,  lIjc  apo- 
FouHI,  t  V  ‘  Mx's 
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the*  a  .minillcr 
and  a  w  lister*  li  3ih 
of  tJicfc  things 
which  thoti  haft 
fcon*  and  of  thole 
\h';'(;s  in  the 
wh  ch  T  will  ap- 
pear  unto  thee; 


17  Delivering 

thee  fronJt he  peo¬ 
ple,  and/Vtfwihe 
Uemilcs  t  unlo 
wh  m  now  1  fend 
tlm, 


18  To  open 
their  eyes.  and  to 
turn  then  from 
dazkru&to  light, 

and. 


r 


(h*l|  foon  more  fully  fatisfoyou,  that  I  may  qualify  yen 
for,  and  authorize  you  to  tie,  one  of  my  min  Hiring  fer- 
rants,  to  bear  a  plain,  undaunted,  and  noble  teftimony  to 
the  truth,  both  of  thofe  important  things  concerning 
me,  which  ye  have  now  feen  and  heard,  and  of  iii!l  ma¬ 
ny  more  difcov erics,  which  1  will  hereafter  make  by 
further  appearances  to  you,  till  you  (hall  be  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  whole  fcheme  of  my  gofpel,  which 
you  (ball  preach  to  others. 

17  And  though  the  dangers  and  troubles  that  you 
maybe  expo  fed  to  in  fulfilling  your  minUlry  wi-1  be 
great  and  many,  {chap*  is-  16.)  yet  fear  not,  I  will  be 
with  you,  to  rake  care  of  you  j  I  will  prefer ve  your  life, 
till  1  have  done  my  wot k  by  you  ;  rc faring  you  by  my 
watchful  and  powerful  Providence,  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  JrwiJb  people  *,  who  will  be  as  inveterate  again  ft 
you,  as  you  yourfelf  have  heretofore  been  againft  my 
dtfciplcs;  and  out  of  the  hands  of  the  mod  formidable 
enemies  that  you  may  meet  with  among  the  heathen 
nations,  to  both  of  which  forts  of  people  I  now 

*»)  give  you  an  apoftolic  commiflion,  to  be  executed  in 
due  feafon;  for  preaching  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation* 

18  To  open  the  eyes  of  their  underftandings  feveral- 
ly  f,  they  both  needing  a  divine  illumination,  which 
fliall  attend  your  mini  dry,  to  give  them  a  true  diicern* 
ing  of  fpiritual  things,  and  turn  them  by  a  thorough 
converfion,  in  the  ft-nfe  and  temper  of  their  hearts  and 
courfe  of  their  lives,  from  the  darknefs  of  blind  fuper- 
fUtion  and  idolatry,  ignorance  and  error,  fin  and  fol¬ 
ly,  to  the  light  of  faving  knowledge,  and  10  all  true 
holircefs;  and  from  the  tyrrany  and  dominion  of  the 
prince  of  darknefs,  who  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children 

of 


NOTES, 


ova  hiltorian  might  here  rfhu  thefe 
tiling,*  as  tndnifHons  I  ha;  he  detlarrd  hint- 
frit  it>  have  certainly  received  from  Chrjft, 
without  nicely  diftmgi,. thing  (he  different 
manner  end  litre  of  his  receiving  them. 

Ti?e  £-i*pht  evidently  mna  the  Jtvcst  l*1 
fliiMiu-ttoiT  i<om  the  Geutst^  they  areatfo 
ciiJfingimthrH,  vtr  13.  Accord' nglyafter/£e 

pttfiic,*Y-e  Swig  virfian  and  fomcmaMilcripEs 

iczdl  aftic  JtMiu  Vid  Stz-  £«d  M Hi  in  rc. 

f  I  nut  fee  i my  nn efjhj  for  eoaftHitg  the 
friilc  of  (his  verfe,  as  interpreted  comiuonly 
Ho,  to  the  onnvcrfion  of  (he  Get ttiUst  For 
how  rtron^ly  fx\  ct  it  may  he  dejeripfirt  of 
them,  it  Ls  plain  10  me*  and  1  think  Is  gene* 
r^ih  (hat  our  Lord1'- t-v  »- 

pnftltr*  which  wa>  fpoLcrt  of  in  the  foic^ui'ig 
verfe*  icSjied  to  the  7ra*r /*s  uvll  as  io  rite 
Gentile*,  Why  then  Lhotild  not  thU  verfe, 
which  ejiprdies  the  cad  for  which  Chrift  fts; 


him,  relate  to  one  3*  wdl  as  the  other  of  that 
fort  of  people  ?  There  fccra*  to  he  nothing 
in  theft  pafl’ige*  that  to ay  Dot  be  applied  to 
the  ytwf,  whole  godly,  dark*  and  uAived 
ti'Ctimftances,  ana  itliofe  eonYtriinn  arc  de¬ 
ferred  in  other  jians  of  the  New  Ttftarocnt, 
in  terms  near  akin  to  thcfc.  See*  among  o- 
thers.  Mcttk  tv.  id,  17.  Lake  i,  itfr  17,  74, 
*^77  John  i.  5,  and  lit  14* — si.  and  viii. 
$4, — 45*  Mi  xv.  p>  and  iffl/w.  U.  i:i. 
And  vtbea  the  zpoftlc  coiuo  to idl 
in  the  two  rc^r  rerfes,  (ver*  19,  *0^  tiow 

he  complied  with  this  order  from  Chrifthtm- 
fclf,  lie  fprahj  of  hi*  preaching  firft  to  the 
jfeto}  at  Daxtst/iits  and  7crp/[+/<m*  and  thro' 
all  Jtrlv,  amt  ihfn  to  the  G&rt:IfSt  that  they 
fi&tU  repent  ak4  turn  1 9  Gvd^  whiua  a 
plain  reference  to  what  Jcfos  Ijere  fpdicc  of, 
as  the  cud  of  hi*  fending  tin. 


Cb.  xxri* 

lild  /rrndie  pav- 

ft  of  Satan  unto 

God,  that  they 
nujr  receive  for* 
PTTCQtffs  of  ptlt, 
and  inheritance 
among  them 
tvhlch  ire  fiiiAl- 
fied  by  fauh  that 
is  in  me* 


rh 


foy 


Wherrtfp' 
fto,0  kingAgrip* 
pa*  T  war  not  dif* 
obedient  unto  the 
heavenly  viitod. 


to  Bot  (hewed 
frit  unto  them  of 
DamafeDs,  and  at 
Jernfdlem,  and 
throng*?  out  ait  the 
coart  of  Judea, 
and  then  to  the 
Gentilej  ,  that 
they  ftouid  re* 
pent  and  turn  to 
Gi*dx  and  do 
unktmcecfor  re* 


jien^aucc. 


2 1  for  ihefe 
ratios 


of  difobediencr,  to  an  entire  fubjeclioii  and  willing  o* 
beditnee  eo^God,  as  their  chief  good  and  higheft  end, 
and  to  his  Eel  vice  and  his  way  of  fa]?  at  ion  by  a  Redeem¬ 
er  ;  that  they  may  readily  accept  of,  ami  obtain  the 
free  and  full  remiffion  of  all  their  fins;  and  may  he  i«- 
titled  to,  fitted  for,  and  at  length  made  actual  partakers 
of  that  glorious  inheritance  of  the  children  of  God, 
{***?**)  which,  by  his  fovereign  difpofid,  is  divided,  as 
the  hud  of  Canaan  was,  by  lot,  among  them  that  are 
renewed  and  made  holy,  as  well  as  pardoned,  through 
a  lively  and  heart- purifying  faith,  which  terminates  up¬ 
on  me,  as  the  only  Saviour  of  loft  tinners,  whether 
they  be  Jews  or  Ge ntiUs* 

19  This  heavenly  light,  and  its  attending  gracious 
'inftnifkions  and  orders  came  with  fuch  irrefitlible  evi¬ 
dence,  authority,  and  pnwer,  to  my  mind  and  coufci-* 
cnee,  O  king  rfgrippa9  that  I  could  no  longer  maintain 
my  former  prejudices  again  ft  Chrift  aild  h;s  gofpei,  or 
forbear  yielding  myfelf  up  willingly,  and  without  referve, 
to  the  divine  call,  that  accompanied  fuch  a  fuper  natu¬ 
ral  and  over-bearing  vifiun. 

78  But  in  obedience  to  it,  I  immediately  became  a 
Jincere  convert  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  went  and  preach¬ 
ed  him,  firft  of  all  to  the  Jews  at  Damafcusy  the  very 
place  to  which  I  was  going  with  a  contrary  defign  ; 
ami,  iii  due  time,  to  thofe  at  Jetufalem^  where  I  had 
been  educated^  and  was  formerly  known  rn  be  the  vileft 
of  perfreutors,  {chip*  ix,  ao,~ 29*);  afterwards  I  like- 
wife  travelled  to  various  towns  and  villages  through  all 
the  coontry  of  Judea ,  rhat  I  might  proclaim  the  ekd 
tidings  of  falvation,  and  fhew  my  hearty  good-wi*]  to 
ray  kiuftnen  after  the  flefh  :  And,  at  length,  I  turned 
to  the  Gentiles*  [ckip.  xiii.  46*)  declaring  to  all  fc^ts  of 
people,  according  to  my  inftruftions,  {ver*  17,  iS.) 
that  it  is  their  tndifpenfible  duty,  and  higheft  inrereft, 
upon  the  encouragements  of  the  gofprl,  now,  after  all 
their  former  ignorance,  errors,  and  evil  ways, 
to  change  their  minds,  to  take  conviction  cf  their  guilt 
and  danger,  and  to  embrace  the  truths  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  as  I  tnvfelf  had  done  through  grace ;  and  with 
grief  for,  and  hatred  of  all  their  iniquities,  to  turn  from 
them  to  God,  through  a  crucified  and  riTen  Saviour  ; 
( ver *  13,)  and  in  confcqaence  of  This,  as  sdfo  in  refti* 
mony  of  their  finceriry  therein  to  abound,  in  fuch  good 
works  as  are  fuitable  to,  and  becoming  believing  peni¬ 
tents. 

It  was  only  for  presiding  thefe  benevolent,  holy, 
and  heavenly  tlvflrin.a,  of  iht  truth  of  which  I  was  io 

U  u  s  email** 
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caufc&  th«  Jews 
caught  me  in  the 
temple*  and  went 
about  to  kill  /no. 


3  x  /taring 
there  fore  obtain* 
61  http  of  God, 
r  donrinuc  unto 
ihit  Jay,  iri'nef* 
£ng  lioth  to  ffUdU 
tr>d  pMt,  faying 
/l one  tuber  things 
than  rhnte  which 
the  prophrts  .-id 
M  n  fes  t|  id  I  j  y 
ihouid  coiut* 


*3  That  Chrirt 

fhnuld  fuller*  end 

that  he  fhould  k' 
the  firiV  that 

Ibould  rife  from 

tile  Head*  and 

-  —  '  1  ihould 


remarkably  convinced,  and  forlhe  publtfliing  of  which 
I  wnsfo  immediately  authorized  from  heaven,  that  the 
unbelieving  Jtw+  through  their  defperate  enmity  a- 
gainft  Jefus  Chrift  himfelf,  and  again  ft  his  pore  gofpel, 
feized  me  in  the  temple  at  JertJsiem^  and  were  going 

to  put  me  to  death  in  a  tumultuous  man¬ 
ner,  with  their  own  hands*  {Chap,  rai.  30,  31.) 

22  Having  therefore,  according  to  my  great  Lord 
and  Matter’s  promife,  ( ver _  17*)  found  wonderful  pro* 
te£Uon  at  that  perilous  juncture,  through  the  fuper-in- 
tending  ezre  and  good  providence  of  God,  ,by  means  of 
the  chief  captain’s, timely  JnterpoGng  for  my  fafety, 
[chap,  xxi*  31,  32.) ;  and  having  by  his  extraordinary  in¬ 
ward  aids  and  afEftrmces,  and  outward  appearances  on 
my  behalf*  been  encouraged,  and  fupported  under,  and 
carried  through,  many  other  dangers  and  difficulties,  I 
am  preferred  alive,  and  (sr»*)  have  Hood  my  ground  to 
this  very  day,  and -ftill  go  on  beating  my  teftimony  for 
Chritt  on  all  occafknrs  y  which  I  do,  without  fearer 
fharne,  to  letter  or  greater  Tinners,  poo;  and  rich,  to 
the  populace,  and  to  perfims  of  high  and  dignity, 
like  thole  of  this  honourable  afiembiy,  in  hope  that  God 
will  blefs  it  to  fome  of  them:  And,  thoT  the  Jews  are 
exafpmtcd  againft  me  for  this,  I  herein  declare  nothing, 
in  cffc£t,  hut  that  the  divine  predictions  arc  now  actu¬ 
ally  fulfilled  in  Jefus,  which  were  delivered  many  ages 
ago  by  the  holy  prophets,  and  even  by  the  types  and  fi¬ 
gures,  and  prophetic  bints*,  contained  in  the  law  of  A/s- 
Jet  himfelf* 

23  The  predictions  that  I  mean,  and  my  country* 
men  are  well  acquainted  with,  are  of  the  following  pur¬ 
port;  namely,  that  the  promifed  Mefltah,  fpoken  of  by 
the  prophet  Damdt  {chap*  ix-  26.)  (hould  fuffer  many 
tribulations,  and  be  cut  off  by  death  *s  not  for  himfelf, 
bur  for  ihe  rranfgreiTions  of  lus  people,  {I fa*  Iiii.  8,); 
and  that  he  fliould  be  the  jtrft  that  would  rife  from  the 
dead?  never  to  die  any  more,  {Pf&l.  xvi,  ro,  it*  com¬ 
pared  with  A  fit  xiii*  35, — 37-) ;  and  fo  would  be  the 
head,  pattern,  and  author  of  the  rcfurreQion  of  others 
to  eternal  life,  in  which  refpe£t  he  would  be  the  f*ft- 

borri 


n  o 

a  Since  there  U  no  erprefs  And  literal  tcC 
(imony  in  the  iaw  to  the  death  and  reftrrec- 
rton  of  Chrift  ;  there  u  no  doubt,  1m  Od 
Tut,  on  the  place,  but  that  thu  dofmne  wu 
delivered  by  tradition  from  the  faikn*  from 
whence  the Jews  learn  r,  1  hat  all  the  figures 
referred  fn  Chrift.  Frt>m  this  hint  I  would 
obiervt,  that  ihtfiah  facrijtcet  and  thefispe 
jfoj/j  on  thegic»t  ?fay  nf  arouement,  f-rtr.  ari, 
L  &£*  and  the  t;rdt  which  war  £// 


T  Z- 

the  bfood  yf  the  bird  that  tv  as  iUfcd,  in  the 
dcanfing  of  lepers,  fxv,  xiv,  6,  might  be 
looked  upon  as  tjpts  or  fgurti  of  the  dead* 
and  refitrrefti&t  dfChiiA  :  And  tbegaibmng 
yf  t be  ftaplc)  of  Jew*  end  Geutifes, 

the  grear  Shtfob,  was  a  plain  prophecy  of  the 
(ailing  of  the  GtnliUi*  as  wcJl  as  Trwj,  (Cr« 
Jtlin,  to.)  and  fo  h  i*  underload  by  the 
Chaidtt  TaYaphr&fhi  aind  the  Jtr ufatrn  tsr- 

gum.  See  At  tt [worth  on  tiiak  pbcttr 
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ftorid  (he#  light 
umo  the  people, 

jmI  to  the  Geo- 

*1 

Utf*- 


*4  And,  as  he 
thus  fpake  for 
himfetf  ,  Feftus 
fjnix  with  a  JonJ 
Viiitc,  Paul ,  thou 
art  kcGdeihyfcU : 
much  laming 

doth  make  thee 


15  ftinhefiitd, 
1  aqi  not  mad, 

mod  noMe  Ftf- 
tus ;  hut  fpcak. 
forth  the  word* 
of  truth  and  -fo* 
berntis* 


xf  For  the  king 

knou'eth  of  theft 
thing*  ,  before 
whom  a \Co  i  (peak 
freely:  for  I  pm 
ptHiiftiitd  that 

none  of  thefe 
ihiegt  am  hidden 
from  him ,  for 

this 


born  or  Jirfl  ^begotten  from  the  dead)  and  the  jirji-fnnts 
of  them  thatfleep  in  A/m,  (Rev*  i.  5.  CoL  i *  1 and  I 
Cor*  xv*  20*)*  and  that  he,  by  bis  word  and  Spirit,  (hould 
bring  the  light  of  falvation  to  the  people  of  lfrad%  and 
to  Boners  of  the  Gentiles*  ( Ifa ,  xlii*  6,  7.  and  xlix,  6-) 

74  While  the  apoflle  was  going  on  in  this  mod  de¬ 
lightful  part,  of  his  apology  for  hi  m  (elf,  and  for  thefc 
concerning  truths,  Fejfvs,  the  Roman  governor*  who 
was  an  utter  ftranger  to  ail  fttch  fort  of  do£W'mcs,  was 
furprized  at  them;  and  calling  out  aloud*  to  put  a  ftop 
to  him,  faid*  with  an'  air  of  contempt  a,nd  difdain,  as 
though  his  prifoner  were  to  he  pitied*  rather  than  cither 
believed*  or  blamed*  or  further  heard*  Alas!  Paul} 
What  ftrange  unintelligible  (luff  is  this*  which  you  de¬ 
liver  with  fo  much  earneftnefs  and  warmth  i  You  are 
certainly  mad*  to^alk  at  focb  a  wild  rare  as  you  do:  I 
have  heard  indeed  that  you  are  a  mao  of  letters,  (chap, 
xiii,  3,) ;  and  now  I  fee  how  converfam  you  have  been 
in  the  JtwiJb  learning*  {ver9  22,  *3*);  itfeemstome* 
that  your  hard  ftudy*  and  multiplicity  of  confufed,  cu¬ 
rious*  and  indigefted  ideas  of  things  above  your  reach* 
have  quite  turned  your  brain. 

25  Bur  Pauly  imtead  of  being  ruffled  and  provoked 
atfuch  Icorofut  treatment,  in  the  pretence  of  fo  many 
perfons  of  diAin£rion*  replied*  with  admirable  meekneis 
and  compofure,  decency  and  refpeft*  No,  moil  noble 
FefliU)  I  am,  bleBed  be  God*  far  from  being  delirious 
or  crackbrained  ;  but  the  words  that  I  fpeak,  contain 
folid  and  important  truths,  founded  upon  the  jufteft 
evidence*  and  real  matters  of  fafi ;  and  what  i  fay  fl¬ 
yout  them*  do  not  proceed  from  a  difturbed  imagina* 
tion,'  but  from  a  fedate  and  rational  mind,  in  full 
pofTdEon  of  itftdf,  and  under  divine  con  do  ft,  and  is 
every  way  worthy  to  be  entertained  by  the  wife  ft  aod 
belt  of  men. 

i6  For  though  your  Excellency  may  be  a  ftranger  to 
thefe  things* ^for  want  of  proper  opportunities  of  being 
let  into  them  ;  yet  the  king,  in  wbofe  royal  prefence  I 
ftand*  and  who  has  been  long  acquainted  with  the  Jew* 
ijb  writings,  and  with  the  religious,  (late  of  affairs  ia 
fudea^  (ver*  3.)  knows  that  the  things  I  have  been 
mentioning,  are  no  whims  or  fancies  of  my  own  ;  and 
therefore  I  fpeak  of  them  with  the  greater  freedom  and 
confidence  before  him :  For  1  am  well  fatisfied,  that  none 
of  the  fa£ts  which  I  have  infilled  on*  fuch  as  the  drath 
and  rcfurrcfrion  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  even  my  own  con- 
verfton*  are  new  things  to  him;  he  cannot  bur  have 
CtftcD  beard  of  them;  For  they  were  nor  fecrct  tranfac* 

lieip 
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ifii  ?  I  hing  w3^  n  nt 
dune  iu  a  corner. 


17  K;njj  A- 

frlppa,  txffcvclt 
thau  llic  pfo- 
j-hfli '  )  km"# 

lh*t  thou  bdxr- 
dfti 


*§  Ther  A-np- 

pa  faiti  IK:  :ip4ul, 
A)  hod  ptr- 
fuadttt  rnc  to  be 

1  Chufluu* 


And  ^atjl 
filid,  l  tt'ottlrl  to 
Cod,  that  ttfct  on- 
1  jf  fiiou,  but  aifo 
all  tbaf  hear  rr»e 
this  day,  were 
both  and 

Sliogcrhir  J;*th  a$ 

{ 


turns,  nor  have  they  been  bulbed  up  or  concealed ;  but 
they  were  publicly  performed*  and  hare  been  divulged 
in  numberlefs  places,  and  attefled  by  many  faithful  fci- 
vants  and  difeipks  of  the  Lord  Jefus*  in  proof  and  con* 
firmatiou  of  this  main  poiutj  that  he  is  the  true  Mefliah* 
ay  Then  the  apolUe,  turning  to  Agrippat  addrtffod 
him  in  a  dofo  ami  touching  manner,  faying,  King  A- 
grippa^  permit  me,  under  favour,  to  appeal  to  your  jucfg* 
ment  and  conference,  and  humbly  to  propofe  this  plain 
queflion,  D-d  you,  who  have  been  brought  up  in  the 
JewiJh  religion,  believe  the  prcdi&ions  recorded  in  the 
iiifpired  writings  of  Mofes  and  other  prophets,  relating 
to  the  Mvfftah  t  liut  jurdon  me  that  I  put  fuch  a  ques¬ 
tion,  as  though  I  fufpc&ed  the  contrary  \  I  am  perfua- 
ded  from  your  known  profeffion  and  charafler,  that  you 
do*  and  cannot  hut  a  (Tent  to  them*  1  befeech  you  then 
to  compare  them  impartially,  with  what  has  been  done 
and  fullered  by  our  Jefus;  and  fee  if  they  be  not  tvi* 
tltmly  and  pun&ually  fulfilled  in  him* 

23  Agrtppa  was  fo  fonfibly  impreffed  with  this  gen* 
ted,  and  yet  fen o us  and  folemn  appeal  to  him,  that* 
in  anfwcr  to  Paul*  he  (aid,  1  am,  1  confefs,  fo  far  from 
thinking  you  mad,  that  on  the  contrary  there  fcems  to 
be  fo  much  force  of  feripture  and  rtafcn%  and  fo  much 
likelihood,  at  leaft,  of  truth,  in  what  you  have  offered, 
that  you  have  almoft  made  a-  convert  of  me*,  and  were 
it  fui table  to  my  dignity,  and  the  religion  I  have  been 
brought  up  in,  I  could  fearer  help  refolving  to  renounce 
Judaijm^  and  embrace  Ghnfiianity* 

V$  Then  Paul  n  plied,  with  inimitable  beauty,  ten* 
dernefs,  and  endearment,  in  which  the  gentleman  and 
the  Chriftian  equally  (lionc,  I  am  fo  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  truth,  neceflity,  and  excellence  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  I  preach,  concerning  a  crucified  and  rifen  Savi¬ 
our  \  J  have  fuch  happy  experience  of  the  prefect  fup- 
ports  ami  unutterable  joys  that  are  to  be  found  in  him 
and  in  his  ways,  and  am  fo  fully  allured  of  the  eternal 
felicity  that  will  be  the  final  inheritance  of  all  his  true 
difeipies  ;  and  my  heart  glows  with  fuch  a  companion- 
ate,  and,  permit  me  to  fay,  generous  concern  for  the 
happintfs  of  mv  follow-creatures*  who  mu  ft  be  laved,  or 
loft  for  ever,  that  it  i:>  my  earned  defire  anil  prayer  to 
Cod,  that,  by  his  grace*  not  only  your  but  alfo 

his  BxctUcncy  \Yit  governor,  and  evtry  o*uf  of  this  auguft 
alfombly  may  he,  and  O  that  they  already  were,  not  on¬ 
ly  al aioft,  which  will  do  them  no  good  if  it  flops 
there,  byt  Ch  -t^fc-v}  abundantly,  yea,  entirely  and  with¬ 
out  refer vc4  in  :he  fame  ftate  and  condition  with  myfolf* 

as 
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Tam,  except  thefe  as  a  Ghrtjlian\  excepting  the  fuffcring*  in  bonds,  which 
******  I  now  undergo,  though  chearfully,  for  the  fake  of  Cmft! 

May  ail  of  you  be,  what  I  am,  in  fpmtunl,  holy,  and 
heavenly  difpofitions  and  jjmihges,  co inforcs  an<!  brrf- 
fings;  and  none  of  you  ever  be  fubjefKd  to  the  re¬ 
proaches  and  tribulations,  and  this  chain,  which  1,  with¬ 
out  any  juft  caufe,  am  loaded  with  ! 
to  And  when  30  j\nd  when  he  had  faid  thefe  moving  things  and 

w‘lbDgIy  would  have  proceeded  further  in  his  ditcourfe, 
op/ and  ihe  go-  dgrippay  (like  Felixt  chap,  zxiv  25-)  growing  uneufy  in 
v<™r,  and  Her-  his  confcicnctr,  got  up  on  a  hidden,  as  not  caring  to 

Our  £d  with  ^car  anJ  ra^)rc»  kft  *r  fliould  come  ftiil  clofer  to  him 
thtm ,  than  he  would  know  how  to  bear  ;  ami,  upon  his  mo* 

tion  to  be  gone,  Fcjlus  the  governor,  and  Bernice  the 
king's  Gfter,  and  aJI  the  aflkmbly  rofe  and  difperfcd. 
ji  And,  vhn  3 1  And  ^nt^vwrrt^)  atf  they  were  going  away  from 
the/  were  b<uic  the  court,  and  afterwards  while  they  retired,  they  talk- 

beMen^them^  0,ie  t0  anot^cr  about  both  the  matter  and  , manner 
jtim,  feying,  of  Paut$  defence  of  himfclf,  and  of  the  doflrine  he 
'this  man  doth  preached;  and,  upon  the  whole,  it  carried  futh  convic- 
fS&.'T&  tion  along  with  it,  that  they  agreed  in  faying,  This 
bond*,  wonderful  man,  not  with  (landing  all  the  clamour  that 

has  been  raifed  again  ft  him,  has  certainly  been  guilty 
of  no  crime  that  deferves  death,  or  fo  much  as  cutifme- 
mem  or  bonds* 


31;  Then  faid 
Agrippa  unto 
I'd!  us,  This  man 
might  have  been 
fcr  at  liberty,  if 
he  had  nut  appeal¬ 
ed  111 uo  Ccjar* 


32  And  (**}  particularly  king  dgrippa9  who  well 
under  flood  both  the  Reman  and  Jcwijb  laws,  faid  to 
Fejius ,  (whofeemed  to  be  of  the  fame  mind,)  I  really 
am  of  opinion,  that  this  man  might,  and  in  juft  ice 
ought  to  have  been  difeharged,  had  he  not  appealed  to 
Nero  our  emperor  ;  there  is  no  law  of  God,  or  of  the 
government,  to  forbid  it  *  j  but  now  to  Cefar  he  muft 
go  t*  And  fo  this  great  and  good  man  had  a  teftimo- 
ny  in  the  conferences  of  ihofe  who  were  no.  friends  to 
Chriftian  religion,  (bat  he  was  innocent,  and  that  there 
was  nothing  in  his  definite  for  which  any  one  ought  to 
fuffer,  merely  on  account  of  bis  prof  tiling  and  preach¬ 
ing  it 

NOTES. 


RECO  J 


*  There  was  at  prefent  no  Uw  of  the  em¬ 
pire  that  could  afleft  Pan! :  For  Cfaut&as'S  c- 
iifl,  chap,  iriil  1.  which  ba»ilbd  rlw 
(and  perhaps  included  the  Chriflijns)  from 
fame,  died  with  him  ;  and  Ivtro  did  not  he* 
pin  to  pcrfccurc  the  Chriflian!,  till  the  tenth 
yci r  u(  his  nrign,  which  Jeaft  Tour, 

tome  fay  double  thut  number  of  yean,  alter 
thy  fims;  and  therefore  «  wa&hidi  prudence 

tn  Patti  to  appeal  to  ibtne  might  be 

judgvd  by  the  imperial  laws,  rather  than  he 

delivered  up  lo  the  Jfttf,  ^  in  cbp,  xkv* 

10,  1 1.  Sec  Dr  Hamm&is on  the  place, 
f  U  is  sciicraliv  agreed  th^«  bv  the  Eg* 


nma  biv,  no  judge  of  an  inferior  court  coaid 
difehargCj  any  more  than  condemn  a  prifouer 
aft^r  an  appeal  to  C*f*rt  in  Cafe  the  profacu* 
ton  joined  ifiiic  upon  the  appeal,  and  con- 
fenttd  to  iJut  ^nit;  ere  of  opinion,  that 
unlcft  the  prpfccutors  did  to,  the  appeal  was 
not  sbfbhudy  binding  ,  ^od  that  therefore 
rfrrifp*  an  1  fr\Jht s,  bdng  unwilling  to  difo* 
bilge  the  yr^'t,  hy  felting  Paul  ar  liberty, 
this  h-rv’c  for  no  e>t<i;ic  of  their  cont:- 
mihifl  h:*n  in  culkdy,  wh^n  4  hey  iliunftlvis 
knew  that  shiy  mi/ht.  have  jiiififtcd  rbe  dil* 

char^ig  hiui.  hte  Mr.  iiczij  on  the  pbes* 
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RECOLLECTIONS, 

Heboid t  in  the  great  apoftfc,  what  a  confiftency  aud  harmony  there  is  between 
Cbriftianity  and  good  manners,  and  what  ao  amiabfijuftre  they  caft,  one  on  the 
pther,  cfpecially  when  we  arc  called  to  a  defence  of  the  gofpd !  And  how  great 
muft  our  iatisfaAlon  be,  if  the  worlt  crime  our  enemies  can  lay  to  our  charge,  is 
an  avowcd'dependencc  on  God’s  promifes  and  performances,  relating  to  the  re* 
forr^ion  of  Chrift,  and  of  believers  to  eternal  life  through  him  !  Why  fhould 
thefe  things  be  thought  impoflibk\  or  unlikely  for  the  great  and  bleffcri  God  to 
do  ?  And  yet  how  many  blind  bigots,  worfe  than  tbc  heathens  themfdvcs,  are 
fo  inccnfud  again  It  the  profefiors  of  thrift,  as  to  think  them  deferring  of  inipri- 
fonment  and  death,'  only  for  holding  articles  of  faith,  as  plain  and  Important  as 
theft*  l  And  how  vile  muft  their  temper  be,  when  nothing  gratifies  them  more, 
than  forcing  his  proftdfed  difciples,  contrary  to  their  own  confciences,  to  Uaf- 
phemc  his  glorious  name!  But  behold  what  a  wonderful  change  the  grace  of 
God  mates  upon  thofe  that  weye  under  the  power  of  the  ftrongeft  prejudices  to 
thrift  before,  and  might  be  juftly  deemed  perfcciitors  of  himt  as  all  their  enmity 
to  hi*  members  and  caufe  was  for  his  fake !  He  can  reach  and  turn  their  hearts, 
who  were  bringing  the  keeueft  defttuflion  upon  themfclves  by  their  impotent  op* 
petition  to  him  ;  and  having  raifed  them  up,  as  monuments  of  diftingtpfhing 
mercy,  can  make  them  the  moft  ufcfol  and  eminent  preachers  of  his  gofpel»and 
give  tS-m  a  noble,  vet  modeft  and  decent  courage,  to  maintain  it  before  the 
great  eft  men  upon  earth ;  And  how  much  foerer  their  former  acquaintance  may 
be  rui-aged  agamft  them  for  all  this,  Chrift  will  take  them  under  bis  care  and 
protection,  and  wilt  make  their  vniniftratious  fuccefcfiil  for  turning  finners  of  all 
nations,  degrees)  and  characters,  from  darknefs  to  light,  atid  from  the  power  of 
Satin  to  God ;  and  for  bringing  them  to  that  faith,  repentance,  and  holinefs 
here,  which  lhall  certainly  iifue  in  an  eternal  inheritance  among  the  faints  here¬ 
after.  The  fum  ofthepofpel,  which  cor  re  (ponds  to  the  predictions  of  Mftfks 
and  the  prophets,  and  by  means  of  which  believers  arc  brought  to  all  this  happi- 
nefy,  lyes  m  the  doctrines  of  a  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour,  whofe  fight  and  grace 
make  them  eflefUtal  to  frlvation  :  And  though  feme,  like  FJlus,  "may  think  the 
preacMng  of  them  to  lie  talking  like  madmen ;  yet  they  are,  in  reality*  the  word* 
of  the  grtateft  truth  and  fobeniels ;  and  it  would  be  ft  range  indeed,  if  any  Jhoiild 
deny  this,  that  know  and  own  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Teftament,  and  the 
plaincft  facts  of  the  Ncw\  But  alas  !  How  many  another?  that,  like  king  A* 
grip  pa,  aficiit  10  the  do&rines  of  divine  revelation,  have  fome  convictions  of 
their  excellence,  and  concern  about  Glaring  in  their  blcifings ;  and  yet  never  get 
any  farther,  than  to  he  aJmolt  Chriftiflns  !  O  happy  for  them,  were  they  altoge¬ 
ther  fo  !  Who,  that  has  any  companion  for  mankind,  would  not  wilh,  and  Ivg 
of  God,  that*  were  it  his  will,  all  who  hear  of  Chrift,  might  be  thoroughly 
brought  over  to  him,  and  partake  of  wry  thing  that  belongs  to  perfons  of  the 
Chriftian.charafter,  except  the  perfccution's  which  many  of  them  endure  for  his 
"fake  i  But  even  while  they  fuffer  thefe,  they  have  enough  in  him  to  fuppnt  them ; 
and  ail  difinterefted  perfons  muft  allow,  that  there  is  nothing  in  Chriltias  reli¬ 
gion,  for  which  they  ought  tQ  be  deprived  of  their  liberty,  much  left  of  tbcirlives. 


CHAR  XXVII, 

r 

|*aul  embarks  and  feU  fiilf  as  a  pri finer  y  for  Rome,  which  may  be 
called  his  fourth  apqflolic  journey^  though  under  confinement ,  i, — ts* 
He  foretells  great  dangers  in  the  voyage ,  but  the  company  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  him%  9,r~f  I*  They  meet  with  d  threatening  ftom\y  which  re¬ 
duces  them  to  the  utmoft  extremity*  12*— 2C,  Paul,  never thelefs yaf* 
Jit  res  them  from  GW,  that  none  of  their  lives  fhould  be  hfiy  21,-26. 
They  fuffer  a  terrible  Jhip  wreck)  but  at  length  they  all  land  with  fifty 
though  with  great  dtfic ulty9  on  a  certain  ijland}  27* — 44* 


* 


cd  (Jut  we  (hould 
Ail  into  Italy, 

tl^v  delivered 

**v  *  , 

1  '-4^  j  and  certain 

other  priCbmrs, 
unto  one  named 
Julius t  a  centu¬ 
rion  of  A  agutlns1 

band. 
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Paraphrase, 

hiving  ttfolved*  in  confequence  of  Pouts 
^  appeal  to  Gffary  and  of  Agrippcts  advice  upon  it* 
{chap,  xxvi,  32,)  that  he  ftiouid  be  feot  to  Nero  at  his 
imperial  feat  tn  ft&fyj  it  was  ordered  by  Providence,  for 
wife  and  holy  purpofes*  and  was  concluded  by  Fejius^ 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Ihorteii  and  lead  expenfire 
paflage,  that  the  apoftle  and  thofe  of  vtsi  who  were  his 
companions  and  defirous  to  flick  by  him  to  the  hit* 
fliould  go  to  Romo  by  feat  Accordingly  they  that  had 
him  in  cuftody*  during  his  confinement  at  Cafareay  dc» 
livered  up  their  charge,  and  committed  Pauly  togerher 
with  other  prifoners*  who  were  Hkewife,  for  diverfe 
caufts*  to  appear  ar  CsjaAs  tribunal*  to  rhe  care  of  one 
Julius  t  a  Roman  captain  of  an  hundred  foldjers*  belong* 
tng  to  a  body  of  troops*  that  went  by  the  name  of  An* 
guflu/&  legion* 

2  And*  embarking  in  a  veflel*  which  came  from  A- 
dramyttiumf  a  fea  port  of  M$jiay  inrthe  kjfor  Ajtat  we 
thru  ft  our*  and  fet  fail*  defigning  to  coad  along  the 
Ihore  of  Ujfer  AjtOt  there  being  with  us,  in  thefhip** 
another  Chriuian  friend  and  brother*  naindy*  the  me¬ 
morable  Arifiarchus  of  TbeJfalonicay  the  metropolis  of 
Macedonia)  who  was  the  apoftk’s  companion  in  many 
of  hts  travels  and  fuffe  rings*  (Chap,  xix*  29.  and  xx*  4.) 

3  The  neat  day*  .after  we  went  aboard*  we  arrived  at 
Sidoti)  a  noted  city  of  Pbasnicio^  where*  the  fhip  ma- 
ling  a  fliort  flay,  God  gave  Paul  fuch  favour  in  the  eye* 

infrared  Paul ,  of  Julius  the  centurion,  that  he  ufed  him  with  great  hu- 
•p*  jaw  4iw  fi-  vanity,  more  like  a  friend  than  a  prifoner,  and  had 
hU?riendf*wr^  fucb  confidence  in  his  faitbfulnefs  and  honour,  as  toal- 
frrDi  liimfdf.  low  him'  free  liberty  of  going  to  wific  fome  of  his  Chrif¬ 
tian  brethren  there,  that  he  might  have  the  pleafure  of 
their  company,  and  the  benefit  of  their  care,  {**mf*-i*f 
tvx<«)  ig  fupplyiog  him  with  good  provifions  for  hispre- 
feat  refreihmem,  and  the  remainder  of  his  voyage. 

4  And  when  we  put  off  from  thence,  inftead  of  fail¬ 
ing  ftraight  forward  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  foleaving  Cy- 
brut  on  the  tight  hand,  we  were  obliged  to  coaft  round 

tho 

T  K. 

fp  caking,  of  liimfdf  as  Pd«f(  wm* 

paiiy,  when  he  arrived  at  chap, 

kxu  it,  (Sec  the  note  on  chap.  xx*  j*) 
And  ai  ve  now  find  both  tliefc  perfoni  with 
Pool  at  his  going  a  (hip- board,  it  is  rsafonahki 
to  conclude,  that  tlwy  either  went  wiih  him* 
or  foon  followed  him  from  JtruJtiUtn  to  C*n 
jTfjrr j,  and,  probably,  airended  him  ulj  U*C 

lime  of  hu  confinement  there- 


%  And,  cuter* 
jug  into  a  (hip  of 
Adiajuynium,we 
launched,  no  can¬ 
ing  to  fail  by  the 
co  afts  of  Afia,one 
Arifiarchus  aMa- 
cedormn  (  of 
ThdEtJonica,  be¬ 
ing  with  uf? 

j  And  the  next 
day  wc  touched  u. 
SMon,  And  Ju- 


S  And,  when 
had  launched 
from  1  hence,  wc 
failed  imdcr  Cv- 

pnu,  becaufc  the 

winds 


H  O 

*  The  Safi  we  heard  of  the  hiftorbn  JUir, 
and  of  Artjlzrchit^  when  Paul  went  to 
7 erufaUnft  and  was  fched  in  the  umple, 
(chap,  XKI4)  That  Artjitinbns  went  with 
him  thither,  mult  he  foppofed*  becaufe  he 
war  one  of  the  mtf&ngm  of  tl*c  church  at 
TbcJf&Iomsay  to  accompany  him  in  carrying 
their  charitable  contributions  to  the  p.TorChri- 
ftuns  their,  chap.  *x,  4-  And  that  Luke 
JpvcUed  with  him  thither,  appears  from  his 


The 


3*4 

irindi  were  con*- 
mry. 

j  And,  when 
we  had  tiled  'ittr 
the  Tea  cf  Cilicia 
and  Patnphyln, 
we  time  to  My¬ 
ra*  a  dfj  ofLycia* 

6  And  there 

the  centurion 

found  a  ftiip  of 
Alexandria  fail* 
iog  into  Italy ; 
and  he  put  u$ 
therein, 

y  And  when 
we  had  tiled 

flowly  many  days, 
and  fcarce  were 
enme  over  again  ft 
Cnpdiif,  the  wind 
not  fuflering  Us, 
we  tailed  under 
Crete  ,orei  again!! 
ihlmane : 


8  And,  hardly 
parting  it,  came 
untna  place which 
IS  Called,  The  tair 
havens  ,  nigh 
^hereunto 
the  city  t/  1  jfc*. 


p  Nuw  when 

iruch  time  was 
fpcnr,  amt  when 
failing  was  now 
dangerous,  be - 
cauie  ihc  fart  was 
flow  already  pa  ft, 

Paul  admomlhcd 
them. 
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the  northern  fide  cf  that  iftmd,  between  that  aod  the 
continent;  becaufe  the  winds  lay  fo  fnH  in  our  teeth) 
that  we  could  not  fleer  a  dir  eft  courfe* 

5  But  afterwards  failing  -dong,  near  the  Ciftct&n* nd 
Pamphylian  (ho res,  over  the  fea,  which  takes  its  name 
from  thofe  countries  of  the  iejfer  Jfiay  we  fafel y  arrived 
at  Myra*  the  metropolis  of  the  province  of  Lycia^  and 
the  port  to  which  the  vtffel  was  bound* 

6  And  there  the  Roman  officer  meeting  with  a  fliip 
that  came  from  the  famous  Alexandria  in  Egyptt  and 
was  bound  for  Itafyj  with  a  lading  of  wheat  and  other 
merchandize,  ( vtr .  18,38-)  he|  contracting  with  the 
m after  for  our  paflage,  ordered  119  to  quit  the  other  vet* 
fd,  and  go  on  board  this. 

7  Then  (j*)  putting  to  fea  again,  we  for  (bme  time 
made  but  iiule  way  for  want  of  a  favourable  gale  ;  fo 
that,  after  ftrreral  days,  'we  had  fierce  got  forward  fifty 
leagues,  not  quite  fo  far  as  ovcr»againft  Cnuius7  a  Cape 
and  city  of  the  peninfula  of  Carta  ;  and  the  wind  being 
fo  much  again  (l  us,  that  we  could  not  keep  on  a  duett 
courfe,  as  was  intended,  to  leave  Crete  on  the  left  hand, 
we  were  forced  to  fail  under  that  iflaml  on  the  other  fide, 
over-againft  its  eaflern  cape,  which  goes  by  the  name 
of  the  piomontory  of  Sahnsmc* 

8  And  after  we  had,  with  great  difficulty,  got  about 
that  point,  we  foon  reached  a  port  that  lay  a  few 
leagues  farther  in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  and  goes  by 

the  name  of  the  Fair  havens  *,  and  is,  indeed,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  name,  a  beautiful  port” for  iinmion  and  prof- 
pctl,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Lafca* 

9,  10  Now  when  a  good  deal  ot  time  had  been  wafted 
in  proceeding  only  thus  tar,  and  filling  grew  extremely 
dangerous,  by  means  of  the  long  and  d-iik  nights,  and 
the  tempeftuous  fea  fori  of  the  year  that  were  coming  on; 
for  autumn  was  by  this  time  pretty  fat  advanced,  the 
annual  faft  of  thej^wj  f  on  the  great d^y  of  atonemenr, 
which  was  the  tenth  day  of  tbe  fcventh  month,  (Lev* 
xxiii.  27,  28.)  being  already  pall,  Paa/wasftron^ly  irn- 
prefied  with  an  apprehenfion  of  the  bad  confequcnce  of 
venturing  out  to  fea  again,  at  fuch  a  perilous  feafon : 
And  therefore,  though  he  all  along  tr  lifted  in  the  Lord 
to  carry  him  fafe  to  Rome*  according  to  his  promtfe, 
{chap*  xxiii*  i].)  yet,  that  he  might  not  ncglucl  any 

means 

T  2. 


K  O 

*  f^r  havens  AiU  regains  that  name  in 

ihc  ifbnrt  of  Crete i  which  is  flow  called  Can- 
Acf,  in  she  M  e  dr/ err d  tit  a  h  left 


faft  on  the  great  day  of  atonement ;  and  is 
that  fell  on  the  tenth  thy  of  the  (erect h 
month,  of  of  the  mon?h  7YrH,  which  an- 
t  The  faft7  by  way  of  eminence,  (nnr  ftnrrcd  partly  to  our  September-,  and  partly  to 
tweitat)  teems  jiLiniy  to  mean  the  tokam  our  00 rirr  it  was  about  Ktchatimas,  '  ■'* 


Ch.  sxvii* 

ie  And  faid 
until  fheoi,  Sirtt 
I  perceive  that 

ihi$  voyage  will 
be  tilth  bun  and 
tticch  damage, 

nut  only  of  the 
fjrling  aftd  (hip, 

hut  alfo  of  our 
lives. 


1 1  Ncverthc  - 
Jcf«,fhecent[ir;ofi 
bitj£ved  ihe  mi* 
fkraiuliliowncr 
i*f  the  lhipt  more 
(hiin  tttciu  tilings 
which  were  ifio- 
k«n  by  Paul, 


n  And«  be* 

cittle  the  h^ven 
vos  tiot  commo¬ 
dious  to  winter 
in,  the  more  part 
advi&d  to  depart 
thence  a  Ho,  if  l>y 
any  means  they 
might  attain  to 

PJ  ictiicc,  and  there 
to  winter  \  which 
is  on  haven  of 
O-etc,  and  licih 
KiwjiU  thefbuth- 

wcft>  and  north* 
weft. 

t  $  And,  when 
the  feu;  h~  rind 
blew  fofilyt  fup- 
poling  that  they 
ha  j  obtained  t*(zr 
pnrpofc ,  loof'ng 
thtyf*:ied 
dole  by  Crete* 


ia  But  not  long 
after  there  arufc 
a^amft  It  a  rem- 
peliuuus 
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means  of  prefcrvition,  nor  prefumptuoully  tempt  God 
by  unneceffarily  cxpofuig  himfelf  and  others  to  apparent 
hazards*  he  earneflly  int  rested  the  chief  per fons  among 
them  to  take  heed  what  they  did,  faying  to  them,  with 
a  prophetic  {pint,  Gentlemen,  I  clearly  forefee,  that,  if 
ye  refolve  to  purfue  this  voyage  at  fo  incommodious  and 
flor my  a  fcafon,  it  will  be  attended  with  fuch  injury, 
&  will  turn  to  your  own  (hame»*and  make  you 
dearly  repent  your  folly  and  raOmefs*  and  with  abun¬ 
dance  of  lofs  by  a  terrible  (hip wreck,  {>«***  J  not 

only  of  the  cargo  and  vcffd,  but  like  wife*  uulefs  God 
wonderfully  interpofe  to  prevent  ir*  (w,  23*  24.)  of 
our  own  lives,  who  are  to  fet  fail  in  her. 

1 1  Neverthelefs*  the  centurion,  fuppofing  that  Pati!t 
though  an  honed  good  man*  underllood  little  of  fail¬ 
ing  }  and  having  a  better  opinion  of  the  judgment  of 
the  commander  of  the  veffel,  and  of  its  owner*  in  af¬ 
fairs  of  that  nature,  which  peculiarly  belonged  to  their 
province,  who  perluaded  him  that  they  might  go  with 
all  fafety*  he  gave  credit  to  them,  rather  than  to  the 
admonition  th**t  P&vl  had  given  them. 

12  And  the  Fair  bavms>  though  plcafaru  for  Ctuadcm, 
being  a  veiy  inconvenient  winter  harbour,  becaufe  it  lay 
open  to  the  noith-eaftern  feas  and  (lor ms,  the  majority 
of  the  (hip's  company  agreed,  while  fame  cf  them 
were  otherwife  minded*  that  it  would  be  bed  to  fet  fail 
from  thence,  and  try  whether  they  might  not  make 
fhife  to  reach,  at  lcaft,  as  far  as  Phctnicct  and  take  up 
their  winter  ftnuou  there,  which  is  a  no;  her  pent  at  the 
weftern  end  of  Grttey  and  lay  between  two  necks  of 
land*  one  of  which  ran  outward  the  fomh-wellt  and 
the  other  toward  the  north»weft  points  of  the  heavens  ; 
and  fo,  being  well  defended  againft  the  mod  dangerous 
winds,  (hip &  might  ride  there  with  greater  fafety. 

13  And  God,  in  bis  providence,  Coffering  them  to 
follow  this  cocnfel,  that  he  might  make  his  power 
known  in  carrying  them  through  the  greateft  dangers* 
and  might  take  an  opportunity  of  honouring  and  di- 
ftinguifhing  his  fervant  Pauly  by  remarkable  tokens  of 
his  favour;)  as  (bon  as  the  (ouch  wind  blew  with  a  gen¬ 
tle  gale,  they  flattering  thcmfelves  that*  by  the  help  of 
this,  they  (hould  gain  their  point*  weighed  anchor,  and 
coafted  along  the  (bore  cf  that  ifland  as  near  as  they 
could* 

14  But*  to  their  great  difappointmenr,  the  wind  (bon 
choppy!  about,  and  a  terrible  temped,  like  a  hurricane* 

3 *  arefe,  and  beat  upon  them*  which  as 

called 
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jwuult  called  Eq- 
rodydau* 


t$  And  whtii 
tbc  fliip  vis 
ouj^ht,  and  caqM 
jioi  bcir  up  into 
rhe  wrnd,  wc  lit 
ivr  dme. 


tff  And  rnn- 
olog  under  a.  ctr- 
fain  i  Eland  which 

»  catted  Gkoda, 
we  kul  much 
mrk  to  come  by 

the  boat  ± 

«7  Which  when 
they  had  taken 
V]it  they  tried 
fiielp*,  under gwd- 
ingthe  (h\p;  and. 
faring  left  they 
Arnold  fall  inro 
th«  qtiick'Us, 
Arake  fn\v  and  fo 
«ecc  driven* 


iti  And*  vt  be- 
ins  exceedingly 
tolled  with  a  tem- 
jxftj  the  next  day 
they  Itgbtiscd  the 
Aiip* 


19  And  the 
third  day  wc  caft 
eat  with  our  own 

hands 
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called  Eurodydon  *,  and  may  Ggnify  a  wind  that  riles 
fuddenly  from  the  eaft,  and  puts  tne  fea  into  a  great 
commotion,  or  Euro  Aquiio,  which  Ggoifies  a  nonh¬ 
ead  wind. 

15  And  when  the  velJVl  was  whirled  and  tolled  about, 

)  and  aim  oft  (wallowed  up  in  the  furging 

waves,  and  we  were  not  able  to  (leer  a  regular  courfe,  or 
To  (ace  and  make  head  againft  the  impetuous  florin,  we 
were  a  1  mo  ft  at  our  wits  end,  and,  daggering  about  like 
drunken  men,  (/^a/.  evil.  27.)  even  committed  the 
(hip  to  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  wares,  and  let  her 
drive  at  random,  wherever  they  might  force  her,  in 
hope  that,  poffibly,  God  might,  fome  way  or  other,  ap¬ 
pear  for  our  prefervation. 

16  And  .  while  we  were  hurried  along,  and  driven 
under  the  (hore  of  a  (mall  tiland,  called  Ctauda ,  a  few 
leagues  diftant  from  the  fouth-weftern  part  of  Crete,  it 
was  with  the  utmoft.  difficulty  that  we  hauled  up  the 
(hip’s  boat,  and  became  matters  of  it  for  fuch  lues  as 
occafion  might  require  in  our  greateft  extremity. 

17  The  mariners  haviug  taken  up,  and  fecured  the 
boat,  fet  themfelvee,  in  the  heft  manner  they  could,  to 
ftrengihen  and  prefenre  the  (hip  itfelf,  hy  conveying 
large  ropes  under  the  bottom,  and  girding  it  all  around 
about,  as  tight  as  poffible,  to  hold  its  fides  together, 
and  prevent  its  fplitting  and  (battering  to  pieces : .  And 
when  they  found  that  the  (hip  worked  toward  tbe  Afri~ 
run  (bore,  and  were  afraid  left  (he  fliould  ftrike  upon  the 
noted  quicklands,  which  by  on  that  coaft,  they  drop¬ 
ped  tbeir  fails,  and  fo  let  her  drive  juft  as  Providence, 
which  rules  the  winds  and  the  waves,  (houUl  cariy  her. 

18  And  we  being  (lilt  difmaily  tofled  about  by  the 
furious  winter  dorms,  (.t:****?******  «#“")  now  lifted  up 
on  the  fwelling  waves  toward  the  heavens,  anoo  funk 
down  again  to  the  depths,  {Pfih  eviu  26.)  the  mari¬ 
ners,  on  the  morrow,  call  fome  bulky  parts  of  the  car¬ 
go  over  board,  to  lighten  tbe  veflcl,  that  it  might  be 
the  better  fitted  to  rife  and  fall  with  tbe  foaming  bil¬ 
lows,  and  outlive  the  Aojm.  So  dear  were  their  lives 
to  them  above  all  the  treafures  of  this  world  ( 

19  And  on  the  next  day  after  that,  the  danger  fo  fen- 
fibly  increafed,  that  all  hands  were  aloft ;  and  thofe  of 
us  that  were  only  pafiengers,  joined  with  the  feu  men  to 

throw  ovei-board,  even  as  much  of  the  utenfils  and 

■ 

furniture 

T  E. 

Cniiu,  Baebartt  Tl ewaeni,  and  ftrerai  o- 

tber  Ickncd  m«ti|  think  that  tKii  is  die  wtrnl 

here  exprrfltJ  by  the  Lptis  ward  turned  ini* 
Greet* 


N  £> 

*  Dr*  MiUf  teTTi  that  the  AUxandriaa, 

Pulgrfe,  and  Eatktopky  for  ftvfovJLvJAi  icad 
Swfipjuif,  And  u  that  Ggmfici  tbe  r^rth- 

Jf/f,  which  would  dri  re  the  lhij>  oqc  to  fcaf 


* 
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liaods  tjtc  tack* 
liug  of  the  hlj»* 

kb  And  when 
neither  fun  nor 
thrs  in  mayday? 
ippcKrcd,  and  no 
fmill  temped  lay 
on  nj,  all  hope 
lhii  vfe  fhould  be 
ftvwl  was  then 
taken  away. 


&1  But*  after 
tong  abftrnenct, 
Paul  flood  forth 
In  the  midfl  of 

ih'vri;  and  fetid, 

Sirs  f*  dmuld 
have  ncarkfned 
tin  to  me*  and  not 
have  Ion  fed  from 
Crete,  inri  to  have 
gained  t  hi  (harm 
and  tali. 


11  And  now  l 

*  short  you  to  be 
of  good  cheer: 
for  there  (hall  be 
no  toft  of  flay 
raj*1*  life  among 
you,  but  of  the 
lbip* 


furniture  of  the  (hip  itfclf,  as  could  be  any  way  fpared* 
or  was  apprehended  to  be  ufolels  to  us  in  our  forlorn 

condition. 

20  And  when  the  air  grew  fo  exceeding  thick  and 
dark,  that  we  could  neither  fee  tbe  body  of  the  fun  by 
day*  nor  the  flats  by  night,  for  the  fjpace  of  federal  na¬ 
tural  days  together,  cool!  fling  of  four- and- twenty  hours 
each  |  and  when,  at  the  fame  time,  boifterous  weather, 
which  made  the  fea  roar,  and  the  waves  fwcll,  ft  lit 
continued  to  diftrtfs  us,  we  were  reduced  to  the  very 
brink  of  defpair,  and  bad  no  manner  of  hope  that, 
without  a  miracle,  any  of  us  tou)d  efcape  being  call  a-- 
way,  and  peri  filing  in  the  mighty  waters*  " 

at  But  after  we  had  abftained,  for  a  great  while, 
from  our  ordinary  and  regular  meals,  forhe  baring  n<* 
heart  to  ear,  thro*  tbe  terror  of  their  minds ;  and  others 
of  us  being  moved,  by  a  religious  fear  of  God,  to 
humble  ourfelres  with  fading, brfoie  him,  in  hourly  ex^ 
pe£tation  of  death  ;  Paul  flood  up  amougft  us  with 
great  compofureof  fpirit;  and,  though  a  piifoner,  fpoke 
with  the  authority  and  companion  of  an  apoflle  of 
Cluifl,  firfl  in  a  way  of  gentle  rebuke,  and  then  of 
fealonable  confolation,  facing  particularly  ro  them  that 
were  fo  eager  for  profecuting  the  voyage,  \ver.  1 1,  12.) 
Sirs,  It  would  have  been  your  prudence  and  intereft,  as 
well  as  duty,  to  have  complied  with  the  folemn  admo¬ 
nition  which  I  gave  you  at  the  Fair  havtnSy  about  the 
danger  of  venturing  out  from  thence  to-  fea  at  this  ftor- 
my  feafou,  {vcr>  8,  yr  to.};  and  ye  ought  doc  to  have 
left  that  port  in  Crete  to  expofe  yourftlves  to  all  this 
mtfehief  and  damage,  (wvJViMflvrM  wmw  i^uv)  which 

I  fuppofe  ye  are  now  afliamed  of,  as  feeing,  to  your 
coft,  how  ye  have  brought  it  upon  ypur  own  heads ; 
and  how  all  your  fkill  in  navigation,  and  hopes'  of 
gaining  time  and  profit,  by  puthing  forwards,  have 
been  miferably  confounded, 

22  However,  I  would  not  aggravate  your  forrows,  nor 
entertain  tbe  lead  refen tm^nt  for  tbe  contempt  which 
ye  then  put  upon  my  advice*  No,  I  rejoice,  that,  a* 
mtdft  all  thefc  terrors,  I  am  able  to  fpeak  a  word  of 
comfort  to  you  ;  I  therefore  now  befecch  you  to  be  of 
good  heart,  and  not  defpair  of  fofety  by  the  mercy  of 
God,  notwithstanding  all  your  former  folly,  and  prefent 
danger ;  For  I  can  certainly  allure  you,  that  not  Hie  life 
of  any  one  of  you  all  f hail  be  loft,  only  the  flap  itfclf 
will  be  caft  away*  I  fpeak  not  this  from  any  private 
gtiefs*  or  judgment  of  ray  own,  but  byfpecial  and  un¬ 
doubted 
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«3  For  tbrrc 
flood  hy  me  this 
right  ihtingeLof 
Godj.wbofe  I  aro> 
andvbois  I  fcrve, 

■k  — 


&4  Sapng  + 
Tew  no*,  PmI  ; 
tbod  t nnft  he 
feraoghc  before 
Cefar:  sod,  to, 
God.  hath  gtren 
thee  all  them  that 
til  with  tbttt 


13  Wherefore, 

fin*  bt-of  good 
diar:  tor  1  be¬ 
lieve  God  it 
fh*]]  he  even  is  it 
test  told  me. 


id  Ho«hdt*  *** 
tnuft  be  qIt  upon 
s  certain  ULmd-* 


Bet  when 
the  fourteenth 
ntj*ht  vis  tome* 
■»  we  wcec  dilvtn 


doubted  intimation  from  the  great  God  himfelf,  whofe 
kingdom  rules  over  aJI , 

23  For,  this  very  night  lad  pad,  that  God,  whofe  I 
am,  in  common  with  all  others  by  creation  and  prefer- 
vatton,  and,  in  a  way  of  more  peculiar  property,  by  his 
fpecial  choice  and  redemption,  by  coven  an  t-rdntior,  and 
by  his  fubdutng  my  heart  to  himfelf*  and  my  own  co ri¬ 
fe  nt  to  be  his  i  whufe  apoftle  alfo  !  am,  arid  whom,  by 
bis  grace,  I  chcarfuliy  make  it  the  great  bufinefs  of  my 
life  to  ferve,  in  preaching  his  pofp.-l,  and  in  all  manner 
of  holy  convocation  and  godtin^fs  ;  This  my  God,  I 
fay,  fent  his  angel,  a  glorious  inhabitant  of  the  heaven¬ 
ly  world,  who  appeared  to  me  in  a  vifion,  as  plainly  os 
if  he  had  been  a  man  (landing  by  me  : 

24  And  he  fpoke  to  me  by  name,  faying,  Pautf  not¬ 
wit  h  (landing  all  the  t  breaming  and  formidable  perils 
that  now  encompafs  you.  Be  not  dtfmaycd,  as  though 
the  Lord  Jefus  had  for  fake  n  you,  and  would  nor  arife  to 
help  and  Cave  you :  For,  as  he  told  you,  when  in  a  for¬ 
mer  vlfion  be  himfelf  appeared  to  you,  {chap*  xxiir*  II,} 
you  mud,  and  fhall  be  fafdy  conducted  to  the  Rinnan. 
emperor,  to  whom  you  are  now  going,  that  you  may 
preach  his  gofpcl  ax  Rome:  And,  infiead  of  the  (hip’s 
crew  being  in  danger  of  lofing  their  lives  for  your  fake, 
as  the  mariners  were  of  old  for  the  fakeof  a  former  pro¬ 
phet,  who  was  flying  away  from  the  pretence  of  the 
Lord,  {Jon.  h  io, — 12*)  obferve  what  I  now  further¬ 
more  tell  you,  God,  in  his  great  condcfcenCon  and 
kindnefs,  has,  for  your  fake,  and  according  co  the  de¬ 
fire  of  your  heart,  given  every  one  of  them  their  lives 
that  are  failing  in  the  (hip  with  you  }  fo  that  none  of 
them  (hall  be  loft* 

^25  1  therefore  beg,  Sirs,  that  none  of  you  would  give 
way  to  difeouragement :  For  1  have  an  entire  cruft  and 
confidence  in  God,  according  to  his  promife  \  and  fo 
great  has  been  my  experience  of  his  power,  goodnefs, 
and  fjirhfutnefs  tu  his  word,  that  1  firmly  believe  the 
event  will  perfe£lly  anfiver  what  this  heavenly  mdTenger 
has  told  me  from  him* 

76  Ncvertheicfs,  1  am,  with  equal  certainty,  a ffu red, 
that  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  reach  the  port  for  which 
we  are  bound}  but  (ball  fall  upon  fome  iflaud,  the  name 
of  which  is  at  prefent  unknown,  as  not  being  revealed 
to  me,  where  we  mull  land,  to  efcv.pe  the  dangers  of 
the  (mu 

7*  Accordingly,  after  all  this,  and  juft  a  fortnight 
from  the  time  that  the  terrible  ftofm  began,  while,  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  the  night,  we  were  tailed  up  and 

down. 


Cb.  xxviii 

op  au  dovrr  nr 
Adrian  boor  mtil- 

night  ibe  ihlp* 
ncn  deemed  that 
they  (kew  n e?  r  to 
fome  country ; 

k 

x%  And  found¬ 
ed,  and  found  it 
twenty  fathoms  % 
andt  utien  they 
had  gone  a  Uttlc 
farther  ,  they 
founded  ajasn, 
and  found  k  fif¬ 
teen  fathoms. 


19  Then,  fear¬ 
ing  left-  they 
fhould  have  fallen 
upon  rocks,  they 
caft  four  anchors 
out  of  the  ftern* 
and  wifhcd  for  the 
day. 

-p  And  as  die 
Jhtpiucn  were  a- 
hom  I-.:  five  out  of 
the  ftiip,  when 
they  had kt  down 
the  boat  into  the 
foat  under  colour 
os  tlrtagh  they 
would  have  caft 
anchors  out  of 
the  forefliip. 


Paul  &M  to 
the  cent  on- ;n  ^ 
and.  to  the  fid¬ 
dlers  ,  Except 
thefe  abide  iu  the 
ibip,  ye  consol  be 

fowl*. 
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* 

down,  and  carried  to  and  fro,  by  the  violence  of  the 
temped,  in  that  part  of  the  Mediterranean  which  is 
the  Adriatic  Tea  *,  the  mariners  apprehended  that  they 
were  making  toward  fome  land  ;  and  fo  might  poflibly 
get  afhore,  if  they  could  but  drape  the  danger  of  run¬ 
ning  a-ground. 

18  And  to  affilt  their  judgment  about  It,  they  let 
down  the  plummet  to  found  the  depth  of  the  water,  and 
found  it  to  t>e  twenty  fathoms,  which,  reckoning  fix 
feet  to  a  fathom,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet*  and 
foon  after,  when  they  had  made  a  little  more  way,  they 
let  down  the  founding  line  and  plummet  again,  and 
found  that  they  came  into  (hallow  water;  it  being  then 
hut  fifteen  fathoms,  or  ninety  feet  deep. 

29  Then  being  more  fully  fatisfied  that  they  drew 
near  to  a  ihore,  and  being  afraid  left  they  fhould  ftrike 
and  fplit  upon  fome  rock  or  other,  in  their  approach  to 
it,  they  dropt  four  anchors  out  of  the  hinder  part  of  the 
(hip,  and  lay  by,  carneftly  longing  for  break  of  day,  that 
they  might  fee  what  firuation  they  were  in. 

30  In  the  mean  while,  the  tailors  apprehenfive  of  ex¬ 
treme  danger,  and  not  believing  the  aflurances  of  prefer- 
vation  which  the  ‘apoftle  had  given  them  from  God, 
(ver.  22, — 25.)  attempted  to  quit  the  veflel,  and  (hife 
for  themfclves  in  the  boat  which  rhey  had  hoifted  into  the 
(hip  fome  time  before,  ( vtr ,  16,  17.) ;  and,  in  ordir 
hereunto,  they  bad  let  it  down  again  into  the  fea,  under 
pretence  of  only  going  into  it  for  the  convenience  of 
dropping  anchors  out  of  the  fore  part  of  the  (hip,  that 
(he  might  ride  with  the  greater  fafety. 

31  But  Paul  (probably  by  divine  fuggefiion)  feeing 
rh  ro?  their  defign,  and  its  dangerous  tendency,  faid  to 

the  centurion  and  his  foidiers,  take  heed^That  rfiefe  m  i- 
riners  be  not  (uttered  to  make  their  efcape  ;  For  God’s 
peremptorily  afliiring  me,  {vtr*  24,)  that  wc  fbail  all  be 
pjeferved,  fuppofes  that  it  is  to  be  done  in  the  ufe  of 
proper  means,  which  are  always  infeparably  connected 
with  the  end,  m  his  purpofes,  promifes,  and  pcrfnr* 
mances;  fo  that  unlefs  thefe  men  continue  in  the  {hip, 
to  manage  and  work  her  for  our  common  atfiltance,  ye 
cannot  obtain  the  promifed  fafety,  this  being  the  way 
that  God  has  appointed^  and  wilt  own  Tor  bringing  it 
about* 


MOTE, 

*  AM*  fe  foppolcd  not  to  he  meant  of  the  erkh  the  bu\*r  pirt*  of  1/7%. 
gu'f  of  Vtxirt  which  U  no*  called  (he  Adrii-  * -f  *Vev 

hut  Di  tlial  part  of  the  Ovtt&trr  ijy* 

*'fcicii  lay  between  Crete  ajid  Sldlijj  together 


32  Then 

Sr-  Dr.  tfV'-s 

|;  t  »  .M»  ,■ 

iTllJlf  ^  h  i4  | 


3» 

31  Then  the 
IbldicrscutorT  I  he 

repcs  of  the  b<ut, 
and  let  her  tall  qJL 


33  And,  while 
the  U-iy  tns  ccm- 
ihg  uii.  Pad  be* 
A*jaht  them  all 

U>!*]cc  meat,  fay  ■ 
in^t  Tnis  day  is 
the  fojrtceniii 
day  that  ye  lure 
tarried,  and  con* 
linusd  fafihi*  , 
having  taken  no- 
thing . 

34  Wherefote 

I  pray  you  to  Uke 
font  meat j  for 
this  is  for  your 

health;  for  there 

/hall  not  an  kir 
jail  tram  (he  head 
ef  «jr  of  you* 


33  And  when 
he  had  tjuit  fpo* 
heiTbetook  bread, 
gave  thanks 
to  God  in  prefence 

of 


j 
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32  Then  the  foldiers,  as  well  as  the  centurion,  were 
fo  convinced  of  the  importance  of  this  advice,  that 
they  immediately  cut  the  ropes  by  which  the  boat  was 
fattened  to  the  (hip  ;  and  fo  let  it  fall  into  the  fea,  and 
run  adrift  out  of  their  reach,  to  prevent  the  failort  lea¬ 
ving  them  at  a  time  when  their  help  might  be  molt  of 
all  needful* 

33*  34  And  while  we  were  waiting  for  day-li^hr, 
Paul  exhorted  and  encouraged  the  whole  company  to 
eat  and  refrefh  themfelves,  faying,  It  is  now  a  full 
fortnight,  (t vr.  27.)  fince  ye  have  been  looking  for 
death,  rather  than  life  *,  and  all  that  time  ye  havedxen 
in  fuch  confufion  and  terror  of  mind,  as  to  have  loft  all 
inclination  to  food,  and  have  continued  fading,  with* 
out  having  taken  one  regular  and  hearty  meal  *•  I 
therefore  earnettly  intreat  you  to  compofc  yourfelves, 
and  eat  as  much  as  may  be  proper  for  the  refreihment 
of  animal  nature  :  For,  con li dering  your  great  fatigues, 
frights,  and  long  abttinence,  your  health  and  fafety 
[rsrnpvte}  require  it ;  fmee  ye  may  other  wife  feon  ficken, 
langmfh,  and  faint  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  be  incapable 
of  eating  at  all,  or  of  drugging  through  the  difficul* 
ties  that  lye  before  you  :  For  1  have  fuch  confidence  in 
my  God,  that  I  can  depend  on  hts  promife,  which  I 
mentioned  to  you  before,  {ver*  24*)  and  therefore  I  af- 
fure  you  again  from  him,  that  by  his  bl effing,  in  the 
way  of  your  duty,  not  the  lead  harm  (hall  befol  any  of 
you  to  the  lofr  of  life,  or  limb,  which,  to  fpeak  in  a 
proverbial  way,  that  is  often  ufed  among  the  Hebrrwi$ 
(1  Sam .  xiv*  45*  2  Sam.  xiv*  11*  1  Kings  u  51*  and 
Luke  xxi.  j8.)  (hall  be  as  entirety  &fe,  as  if  not  a  hair 
of  your  heads  were  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

35  And  when  he  had  fpoke  tbefc  encouraging  things, 
he  took  bread  into  his  hands,  and,  according  to  his  re¬ 
ligious  cuftom  at  fet  meals,  gave  thanks  to  God,  with 
great  folemnity,  for  tbetr  prefervarion  through  many 
dangers  hitherto,  for  his  promife  of  further  fafety,  and 
for  continuing  to  them  their  ncceflary  provifion  1  beg* 
ging  that  it  might  be  fan£tiiied  to  their  ufe,  and  they 
might  receive  it  with  grateful  hearts,  and  have  proper 
nouriOiment  by  it  to  ftrengthen  them  for  the  toils 
which  lay  immediately  before  them :  And  this  he  did 

in 


N  O 

*  But  fome  learned  writer*  take  the  literal 

oonftrdA^on  and  meaning  of  iJicfc  iwrds  re 

be,  *(  fjr pdfing  the  fcBtrteenth  dtiji  -which  h  fo 
dajt  ft  iQulittnt  n fating*  So  (he 
meaning  is,  that  they  luid  taken  no  food 
"  ill  that  day;  and  hr  plies,  that  out  of  et* 


EC 


It 


T  E, 

**  pc&rrim  of  the  fourteenth  day  (which 
“  they  looked  npon  as  a  critical  time,  wbeQ 
"  their  danger  would  be  ar  the  higheflj  they 
**  hid  forgot  to  take  their  nfual  repart  ;  not 
4t  that  they  had  failed  fourteen  deyi.’* 
Btechustps feertd  voi.  U.  p*  tfu 
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of  ttaa  til,  in d 
vhfd  he  had  bro* 
ten  if  he  begin  to 

til. 


3$  Then  were 
they  all  of  good 
chnr,  and* they 
alio  took 

AiClt. 


If  And  we 
wtrein  all  in  the 
[frip,twa  hundred 
Lliredcoreandfix* 
keen  JoqU* 


36  And,  when 
they  bad  eaten 
enough»they  ligh¬ 
tened  tbe  Ibip  y 

and  eaft  ovi  the 

wheat  into  the 
frit* 


3*  And  when 
it  wu  day  they 
knew  not  the 
land;  but  they 
diftovertd  a  cer¬ 
tain  creek,  with 
a  fhore,  into  the 
which  they  were 
mindcd(Tt'it  were 
pofUble,  tothruft 
In  the  Ihip* 


in  the  fight  and  hearing  of  all  the  (hip’s  crew,  as  not 
being  afraid,  or  aQiamed,  to  own  God  before  heathens 
and  foi diets,  how  little  fenfc  foever  they  might  have  of 
religion,  or  how  much  foever  they  might  defpife  it: 
And,  when  he  had  broke  the  bread,  he  fet  them  an  ex¬ 
ample  by  beginning  htmfelf  to  eat  of  it. 

36  Then  they  all,  being  revived  and  comforted,  by 
hearing  and- feeing  what  he  faid  and  did,  took  food,  and 
eat  of  it,  likewife,  till  they  had  enough,  (tvr.  38.)  in 
hopes  that  ft  might  be  the  means  of  iupporting  a  life, 
which  they  were  fo  firmly  allured  Ihould  be  continued 
to  them. 

37  And  the  whole  company  that  were  in  the  (hip, 
including  Paul  and  his  friends,  confided  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-fix  perfons,  who  had  immortal. fouls, 
that  were  to  be  mercifully  preferred  dill  in  the  body, 
and  fared  fo  well  for  the  a  pottle’s  fake. 

38  And  when  they  had  Iktisfied  themfeives  by  eating 
as  plentiful  a  meal  as  was  agreeable  and  convenient  after 
fo  long  fading,  (wr.  33.}  they  dill  further,  to  disburden 
the  veil'd,  that  it  might  draw  as  little  water  as  pofEble 
in  working  toward  the  (hore,  threw  the  wheat  and  o- 
ther  pr  ovi  lions  into  the  fea,  as  hoping  to  have  no  further 
occafion  for  any  more  food  till  they  fhould  get  to  land. ! 

30  Alt  this  paded  during  the  darknefs  of  the  night 
and  the  twilight  of  the  morning ;  and  when  it  grew 
bread  day,  they,  to  their  great  joy,  discovered  land, 
and  found  themfeives  to  be  very  near  it,  though  they 
did  not  know  what  country  it  was  :  But,  looking  about 
them,-  they  obferved  a  certain  creek,  which  ran  up  in¬ 
to  the  (hore;  and  hoping  that  it  might  be  a  little  har¬ 
bour  fit  for  their  purpofe,  they  were  defirous,  if  it 
might  be  practicable,  to  pufh  forwards,  and  carry  the 
vcffel  into  it. 

40  And  getting  up  the  four  anchors  which  they  had 
before  call  out  of  the  Hern,  ( vtr .  39.)  they  committed 
the  veffel  to  the  current  of  the  wind  and  tide,  to  help 
her  forwards  as  Providence  (hould  dire£t  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  loefened  the  bands  that  fattened  her  rud¬ 
ders  *.  and  hauled  up  ihe  mainfail,  which  they  had 

(truck 

T  £. 

they  could,  while  they  lay  at  anchor,  left 
thi-y  [houlJ  be  broke  ofTby  the  violence  of  lb* 
ftr,rju  j  but  now  they  loolcnud  their  bands^ 
th*t  they  might  the  belter  ufe  them  in  (Jeer¬ 
ing  th«  vcflei,  and  it  might  move  ibe  moro 
fltidily  and  fafely  toward  th$  £horc,  Vid* 
Pt/,  ijp-Kyy: 


40  And  when 
they  bad  taken 
vn  the  inch  on  , 
they  committed 
tbimf rivet  onto 
the  Tea,  and  loo¬ 
ped  (he  rudder* 
bands,  and  hotted 
up  tbe  main  JaU 

to 

N  O 

*  Ships,  St  feems,  in  tbofe  times  had  often 
two  riidders,  which  were  fafteneri  by  bands 
or  chain*,  one  on  each  fide  llie  Itup ;  when 
three  bands  were  Jwfcnsd,  or  h'Dgtheotd 
oc:,  the  rudders  funk  deeper  into  the  water, 
and  hy  their  weight  preferred  the  Ihip  f tom 
fcting  ovfriet  by  the  wind*,  Thefe  niir;ocr* 
fc»;m  ;o  have  bound  the  raddev*  4f  tigh^  a* 
YouM.  + 
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to  the  ilndt  and 
E^i!e  coward 
ftiorc, 

A i  And,  falling 
iiKOrtpliCf  where 
tivofta&mer,  they 
r«n  the  (hip  a- 
ground  :  ami  the 
lore -part  fturk 
fall,  and  remain¬ 
ed  uu  moveable, 
hnt  the  hinder- 
part  was  broken 
w-vh  the  violence 
of  the  waves* 

And  the 
ioIiiKT*  ctmoJci 
wastto  killdx.  pri- 
fftners,  fdl  any  of 
them  iliould  fWim 
out  atid  e;«pe* 


43  Rut  rl>e  cti\+ 
tom>n  witting  to 
f*vt  i*4ol,  kept 
tthcm  from  t&tir 
piifp>fc,iin(lo>m* 

manned  thaf  *hqr 

whieh  could  fwim 
iboiild  raft  ihcm- 
/'T *rs  ftrit  imo 
thr  k'a,  and  get  to 
bud ; 


44  And  the  reft, 
Time  on  boards, 
and  Tome  on  bro* 
ken  pUcts  of  the 
.And  fo  it 
came  to  pals  that 
they  cfcaped  all 
fdfe  :o  bud. 


(truck  before,  (ver.  17.)  and  fo,  having  a  favourable 
gale,  made  toward  the  land. 

41  Bat  (*■)  before  they  could  quite  reach  it,  they 
fell  upon  a  (lioal  of  fand,  which  was  walked  by  twj 
currents  of  water,  one  on  each  fide;  and  by  that 
means,  they  unavoidably  and  unawares  ran  the  (hip  a- 
ground  ;  and  the  fore  part  (luck  fo  fall  in  the  fa  ads, 
that  there  was  no  bringing  ber  off,  or  making  her  play 
as  when  (he  lay  at  anchor }  and,  (ft)  in  confequence, 
the  hinder  part  was  foondaftied  to  pieces  by  the  violence 
of  the  waves ;  and  fo  the  (hip  foundered,  and  was  loft, 
as  had  been  foretold  by  Paul.  (ver.  2  2,) 

42  In  this  extremity,  the  foldiers  that  had  the  charge 
of  the  prifoners,  were  for  killing  them  out  of  hand,  and 
ad vt fed  their  commanding  officer  to  it,  left  any  of  their, 
that  could  fwim,  (hould  get  to  (bore,  and  make  their 
efcape,  and  they  themfelves  (hould  be  called  to  an  ac¬ 
count  for  not  fecuring  them. 

43  But  as  the  centurion  bad  a  great  value  for  Paul, 
whole  behaviour  had  all  along  been  unbtameable  and 
very  engaging,  and  whole  predictions  about  the  lofs  of 
the  (hip,  and  there  being  cad  on  a  certain  ifland,  (vrr. 
22,  16.)  were  already  fulfilled,  which  encouraged  his 
hopes,  that  what  be  had  further  raid,  about  tbc  prefer- 
vat  ion  of  their  lives,  (hould  have  its  full  accomplilh- 
ment;  he,  for  faving  this  excellent  man,  reftrained  the 
foldiers  from  executing  their  barbarous  project,  and 
commanded  that  fuch  of  them  as  could  fwim,  (hould 
firft  of  all  leap  into  the  fea,  and  make  to  land,  that 
they  might  be  ready  to  affift  others,  and  to  fecure  the 
prifoners  as  faft  as  they  (hould  arrive  thither. 

44  And  the  reft  of  the  company,  that  were  not  able 
to  fwim,  he  ordered  to  (hift,  as  weil  as  they  could,  for 
themfelves,  fome  upon  the  planks  that  were  on  board, 
and  others  upon  pieces  of  the  (hip-wreck  ;  and,  by  thefe 
means,  all  that  Paul  had  foretold,  about  the  iffuc  of 
this  voyage,  punctually  came  to  pofs »  infomuch  thar, 
by  the  wonderful  providence  of  God,  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  e fcaped  with  tbeir  lives,  through  the  utmoft  dan¬ 
gers,  and  got  fafe  and  found  to  (liore. 


RUOLtECTI  ONS. 

How  like  a  ftnrmy  voyage  is  the  paflage  of  the  people  of  God  through  this 
world  !  But  how  feafiaiably  and  remarkably  doth  he  interpofe  by  his  Providence 
on  their  behalf,  amsdft  their  grtatefl  trials  and  dangers  !  He  often  gives  them 
f  :cii  favour  in  the  eyes  of  thole,  from  whom  they  might  have  expetfted  hard  t:* 
fnge,  that  even  thtj  dull  treat  tiiem  cotirteoufly,  and  prevent  tbe  elicits  of  rail* 
cuiiufels  to  kilt  them  :  He  comiuanes  with  their  louts,  and  freaks  words  of  corn- 
lo^bem,  when  gloomy  terrors  are  at!  around  them :  He  fends  admonition; 
of  danger,  aad  mefiagee  of  peace  by  them;  commands  a  blclfcg  of  prcfervaiion 

UpUic 
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Upon  thrtn*  anfl  upon  others  for  their  fakes*  and  over  rules  the  worit  of  tertpeft* 
to  their  reputation  and  advantage  $  and  be  wilt  ever  fliew*  that  nothing  ran  hurt 
them,  who  are  under  his  peculiar  care  and  protection*  How  certainly  doth  the 
great  God  foreknow,  and  liow  eafily  can  be  infptrc  his  femnts  to  foretell  events 
that  hare  no  dependence  on  any  ft  a  ted,  or  necrilvy  operation  of  fecond  caufcs ! 
And  bow  infallibly  are  bis  abfolute  appointments  and  promifes  brought  to  p.ifs, 
either  by  means  that  lye  beyond  tbe  reach  of  human  management*  like  the  winds* 
and  tbe  waves  of  the  fea,  or  that  lye  withiu  its  fphvrct  like  the  continuance  of 
the  mariners  in  tbe  flup  I  But  tbe  means  and  end  arc  fo clofcly^nddeterminately 
connected  in  divine  fettfcmeots,  that  the  end  cannot  be  accomplifhed,  according 
to  the  purpofe  of  God*  without  the  life  of  the  means  which  be  haa  appointed  for 
it,  and  which  oor  faith  id  his  promifes  obliges  and  encourages  us  to  ufe*  with 
the  utmoft  care  and  diligence,  as  ever  we  expert  a  performance  of  them*  What 
a  pleafure  is  it  to  be  able  to  think  and  fpeak  of  tbe  bJeffcd  God*  as  the  God* 
whofe  we  are*  and  whom  we  ferve !  What  confidence  may  we  have  in  bis  word* 
and  what  comfort  and  courage  a  no  id  ft  the  molt  formidable  pfofptfta,  when  he 
fays  unto  us.  Fear  not  1  But  how  ready  ate  carnal  men  to  truft  to  their  own  con¬ 
ceited  wifdom*  rather  than  to  the  revealed  mind  and  will  of  God  !  And  how 
great  are  the  mifehief  and  frame,  which  they  hereby  plunge  themfelve^rlnto  ! 
What  thanks  are  due  to  God,  and  how  folctnnly  ihotila  wc  pay  them  to  him  for 
our  daily  food,  S3  well  as  for  fignal  prefervations  and  deliverances,  and  for  hopes 
of  further  mercies i  But,  alas J  of  bow  low  account  are  all  the  merchandize  and 
treafures  of  this  world,  and  bow  readily  arc  they  thrown  over-board*  when  life 
itfelf  woo  Id  be  endangered  by  keeping  them  !  Yea,  bow  taftcLTs  is  onr  ncc cha¬ 
ry  food,  when  all  hope  of  life  is  taken  away ;  and  how  worth  Jets  is  it*  when  we 
frail  have  ho  more  occation  for  it !  What  a  lively  emblem  is  alt  this  of  the  di- 
ftrdVes  of  an  awakened  conference,  and  of  its  conU-mpt  of  all  thing*  here,  afid  of 
life  itfelf,  in  comparifbn  with  the  falvation  of  the  foul  1  And  how  willing  frould 
we  be  to  abandon  them*  that  wc  may  outride  the  florins  of  divine  wrath,  and 
of  all  tribulations,  and  get  fkfe  to  heaven  at  I  aft,  through  the  Redeemer’s  merit* 
and  for  his  fake ! 


CHAP,  xxvnr. 

Paul  and  alt  the fbtp*s  company  an  hof pit  ably  entertained  on  landing  at 
tbe  ijland,  which  proved  to  be  Me  lira*  1*2.  He  is  miracuhufly  pre* 
ferved  from  hurt  by  a  viper  that  fit  zed  bis  band,  J,~6*  Heals  Pu^ 
bliusV^/i/Aer  of  a  fiver  and  bloody  flux,  and  other  per/ons  of  various 
difiafis f  7*— io<  Sails,  after  three  months  abode  at  MeJita*  to  Sy¬ 
racuse,  Rhegiura,  and  Puteoli,  from  whence  be  fits  cut  on  foot  for 
Rome,  1 1*' — 16*  On  bis  arrival  t hither f  be  is  committed  to  the  care 
cf  a  jingle  foldier  in  a  private  lodging *  where,  finding  for  fame  prin *  * 
cipal  Jews*  he  fbews  them  that  there  was  710  juft  caufe  for  bis  impri* 
fonment,  He  afterwards,  at  an  appointed  meeting, preach¬ 

es  the  go f pel  to  a  great  body  of  them *  fame  of  which  believed *  while  0- 
then  rej tiled  it,  71 , — 29*  And  continuing  two  years  as  a  pr finer 
at  large  in  bis  own  hired  boufi,  be  preaches,  vmnoUfted,  to  all  that 
came  to  hear  him,  30*  31. 

Tut.  Paraphrase* 

XTl^HEN  Paul,  and  all  the  company  that  failed  with 
thm  they  knew  *  *  him,  bad  c leaped  the  dangers  of  the  fea*  and 

that  were  fafely  landed  in  an  unknown  country*  which*  as 
be  had  foretold^  proved  to  be  a  certain  iflmidj  {chap* 

X  a  xxvii » 
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that  the  ifbnd 
was  call ed  Mvli- 
ta. 

%  Ai>d  the 
barbarous  people 

(hewed  its  do  little 
kind  nets;  forth  cy 
kindled  a  firr  t 
and  received  us 
everyone,  beezufe 
of  the  prd'^nt 
rain,  ipd  becaufe 
of  the  cold. 


3  An<t  when 
Paul  had  gather* 
ol  a  boodle  of 
flicks,  and  laid 
them  on  the  fire, 
there  eim^  a  vi* 
per  mu  of  the 
heat,  and  fafttn* 
cd  on  bh  band. 


4  And  when 
the  barbarians 
law  e  he  venomous 
heart  hang  on  hit 
hand,  they  (z\ d 
amoni*  them  - 
fclvoj,  No  doubt 
this  man  Uamur* 

dercr. 


Txylu  2 6,  39.)  they  foon  learnt  by  the  inhabitants*  that 
it  was  culled  *  MeHta  or  Malta . 

2  And  as  we  came  a  (ho  re  in  destitute  and  deplorable 
circumOances;  fo  the  people  of  that  place  f*  tho>  illi¬ 
terate  and  unpolifhed  jn  their  manners  and  fpcech*  were 
fo  far  from  going'  to  plunder  the  wreck)  as  is  too  com¬ 
mon  in  fuch  cafes*  that  they  treated  us  with  more  than 
ordinary  humanity  and  kmdnefs:  For  God*  whole  good 
hand  was  always  upon  his  fervant  Paul,  and  whofepro- 
mife,  {chap*  xxvii.  24*  25.)  never  fails,  filled  their  hearts 
with  fuch  pity  towards  us*  that  they  immediately  made 
a  great  fire*  to  dry  and  warm  us \  and  took  us  into  their 
houfes*  to  foeher  us  again  ft  the  inclemency  of  the  fea* 
fon*  becaufe  the  weather  was  then  very  wet  and  coldf 
and  we  had  been  miferabty  drenched  in  the  fea* 

3  And  the  great  apoltle*  from  the  wonted  readinefs 
of  his  own  humble  and  benevolent  mind,  to  engage  in 
the  meanelt  offices  of  fervice  rather  than  from  any 
tnjnnftion  laid  upon  him*  as  a  piifoner*  was  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  gathering  together  an  arm  full  of  wood  *  and 
when  he  had  thrown  it  upon  the  fire,  a  viper,  which 
was  providentially  hid  in  the  bundle*  feeling  the  heat* 
leipt  out  from  it*  and  fattened  itfdf  upon  one  of  his 
hands* 

4  And  when  the  illiterate  iflanders  faw  this  wild* 
fierce,  and  venomous  creature  hanging  upon  his  hand ; 
as  they  had  fome  natural  notions  of  the  great  guilt  of 
murder*  and  of  the  juftice  of  Providence  in  revenging 
that)  and  fuch  like  enormous  fins  *  and  as*  being  ig¬ 
norant  of  a  future  judgment,  they  imagined  thar  the 
pimi foments  of  the  wicked  were  only  in  this  life*  and 
that  all  remarkable  calamities  were  fpecial  executions 
of  wrath  upon  extraordinary  tranfgreflors  j  To  they  rafo* 
ly  concluded  in  their  own  minds*  and  faid  one  to  an¬ 
other*  without  waiting  for  the  event,  This  man*  who 
we  fee  by  bis  chain  is  a  prifoner*  has  certainly  commit¬ 
ted 


NOTES. 

_  *  This  1$  a  final  I  ifland,  lying  between  S/-  Hence  ifidoJcrs  were  generally  counted  barb*. 

and  Africa^  in  the  AfVdEftTnuiAt*  fca,  and  rism,  «  t-aving  left  opportunities  than  o- 
is  now  ca?W  Ma/to,  but  formerly  Mt/ito,  at  tbera,  of  improrinjr  themrdves  by  Cooverla- 
Pune  fujipoft,  from  its  abounding  with  hoicy7  lion  :  The  inhabitants  of  Melt?  art  fuppofed 
M'hich  in  the  Greek  h  called  Afro.  ^  by  Dr.  Ughifa&t  to  be  Afrit aos^  and  by  fta- 

f  JSirh/trms  Mpk  does  nnt  here  Ggoify  cbert  to  be  Ph& ufr hni ;  and  fomc  observe 
perfons  rna^i  and  &V*ge  in  their  temper;  for  that  the  coatf  ef  Africa,  which  ly<s  oppofcc 
thewholeof  their  behaviour  was  juft  the  con-  to  this  ilhnd,  U  tilled  fttrhirjUMhisday, 
tnry.  But  it  meant  peribns  that  wett  plain  f  The  centurion's  rcfficft  10  fW  was  fo 
and  un polite  in  their  manners  ar*  1  language,  great,  that  wc  can  fearcc  think  he  would  put 
and  were  pet  trolly  unacquainted  with  the  this  piece  of  drollery  upon  him,  imnjetU- 
Grtck  tongue,  and  »ith  the  arts  and  rrienre*,  atcly  after  foe  fatigue  of  foe  Jblpwrcck. 
and  gi-ntility  of  foe  mote  civilized  natkina. 


CD*  ZXTII1 

dtBT,vbomtth0* 
he  hath  c  leaped 
the  fo,  yet  vca- 
gttbee  fo feet  h 
pot  to  live. 


S  Andhc  Jhook 
off  the  bead  into 
the  fire,  ap4  felt 
no  harm* 


tf  Howbeit,  they 
looked  when  he 
fhould  have 

fwaltca,  or  fallen 

dotfn  dead  fud- 
dealy  :  but  after 

they  had  looked 
a  great  while, 
and  law  no  harm 
come  to  him  t 
ttuy  changed 
their  minds  and 
laid  that  he  was  a 
gad. 


7  In  the  ft  me 

quarutswere 
ft  it  on*  of  rhe 
chief  fuao  of  the 
iiloid  ,  whole 
name  was  Pub¬ 
lics,  who  recei¬ 
ved  U5,  and  lot* 
ged  ns  three  days 
court  foully. 


fl  And  k  came 
to  pals  that  the 
father  of  Publius 
hf  lick  of  a  fe- 
*cr,andof  a  hknv 
dy  Ilu\:  to  whom 

Paul 
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ted  no  left  a  crime  than  murder  ;  and  therefore  though 
he  has  narrowly  e leaped  death  by  the  ftorm  at  Tea,  which, 
in  alt  likelihood,  was  railed  tor  his  fike.  he  is  now 

■  m 

overtaken  by  divine  vengeance,  which  has  lent  this  vi¬ 
per  todifpatch  him,  in  a  more  fingular  anti  exemplary 
manner,  and  will  not  permit  fuch  a  wmch  to  live  any 
longer  upon  earth* 

y  He  therefore,  (*  r**  **)  to  confute  their  falfe  con- 
ftruftion  of  thifr  Providence,  which  God  defigned  for 
the  manifestation  of  hU  own  glory,  and  of  Paul's  in- 
nocency  and  acceptable  efe  to  him,  fiiook  the  ferpent 
off  from  his  hand  into  the  fire,  with  the  urmclt  cafe 
and  compofure  of  mind,  and  did  not  fuffer  the  leaft  in¬ 
jury  by  it  * 

6  However,  the  Barbariantp  knowing  the  malignant 

and  poifonous  quality  of  the  viper,  looked  intently  at 
him,  and  expefted  that,  as  was  ufual  in  tike  cafes,  his 
body  would  hbve  fwelkd  with  an  tnfi.immauan,  or  that 
be  would  have  immediately  fallen  down  dead  ;  But  when 
they  had  watched  a  con fi durable  time,  with  an  expecta¬ 
tion  of  one  or  other  of  thefe  dtfmal  efFtfts,  and  faw  that, 
on  the  contrary,  he  remained  found  and  well,  eafy  and 
chearful,  and  had  received  no  manner  of  hurt,  they  al¬ 
tered  their  opinion  of  him  ;  and,  going  into  an  oppo¬ 
site  extreme,  concluded  that  he  was  fo  far  from  being  a 
criminal,  as  to  be  more  than  a  morrai  man  ;  and  were 
ready  to  idolize  him  as  one  of  their  gods  appearing  to 
them  in  human  form* 

7  Now,  (*<)  near  the  place  of  the  ihipwreck,  lay  the 
fear  and  eftate  of  the  governor  of  the  Hand,  Publius  by 
name,  who,  out  of  refpeft  to  fuch  an  extraordinary 
ftrangeras  Pant  appeared  to  be,  [ver.  6.)  and  otit  of  re- 
fpe£t  to  Julius  the  centurion,  who  had  the  cu finely  of 
this  prifoner,  [chap,  xxvii.  i.)  received  us  all  with  great 
hofpitality,  civility,  and  kindnefs;  and  having  a  large 
heart,  as  well  as  a  large  purfe,  gave  us  good  lodging  and 
entertainment,  at  his  own  proper  coll  and  charges,  for 
three  days  running, 

8  And,  while  we  were  there,  it  was  fo  ordered  in  pto* 
vidence,  that  the  governors  father  lay  dangeroufly  fick 
of  a  fever,  attended  with  a  bloody-flux,  which  rendered 
his  cafe  the  more  threarning  and  hopelcfs,  efpecially  at 
his  advanced  years:  And  as  Paul  heard  oF  it,  and  was 
always  ready  to  requite  kindndlcs,  and  do  good,  he 

went 

I  K. 

and  onr  L^rd  Tnrtby  fcttiltal  t:s  pro* 

hi*  terranih,  tlul  uo  power  of  ftrptflt.; 
or  ibor  \ it on*  illott  Sd  *  -  ul  L  t  b  cm*  the  note 

od  Lxit  x*  ip*) 


N  O 

*  God  prrtcrva!  the  apoftle,  in  a  miracu¬ 
lous  way,  from  the  ileftrnflWr  ra^  of  |Kt$ 
fierce  and  Irritated  animal,  as  he  did  Dttthi 
from  the  mouths  of  tlw  lions,  {Qju*  \l  ixt 
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Taut  entered  in, 
and  pnyttl,  and 
laid  his  hands  on 
him,  and  healed 

him. 


0  So ,  when 
this  was  done, 
Oihfn  iilfo  which 
had  difcafM  in 
the  illand  came, 
and  were  bcjied> 


to  \Yho  aJft 

honoured  lit  with 
many  honours  ; 
and,  when  w< de¬ 
departed  ,  they 
Ivied  us  w^th 
inch  things  as 
were  ncccfljry. 


went  to  the  old  gentleman’s  bed-fide,  and  praying  with 
him  for  his  recovery,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  him 
with  expreflittns  of  his  faith  in  the  name  of  Chrift  *,  ac¬ 
cording  to his  appointment  and  promife  of  fuccefs,  (Mart 
xvi.  17,  18.)  his  faith  and  prayer  was  anfwered  in  the 
miraculous  cure  of  the  governor's  dear  parent,  who  was 

immediately  re  (lore  d  to  perfect  health  at  once. 

9  When  therefore  (*»)  this  miracle  was  wrought,  and 
known  in  the  neighbourhood,  (°» v“**' )  the  reft  of  the 
Hlanders,  that  were  affli£ted  with  various  di (tempers, 
were  fo  perfuaded  of  the  apoftle’s  power  to  heal  them, 
that  they  alfo  came,  or  were  brought  to  him,  and'  re¬ 
ceived  cures  of  thejr  feveral  maladies,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jefus. 

10  And,  from  that  time  forwards,  our  wants  were 
liberally  fupplied,  during  our  abode  in  the  illand :  For 
the  people  were  fo  a  Reded  with  the  important  benefits 
which  they  received  by  the  hands  of  Pault  that  they 
thought  they  could  never  (hew  too  much  refped  to  him, 
and  to  us,  his  companions,  for  his  fake :  And  when  we 
were  about  to  take  our  leave  of  them,  and  fet  out  for 


1 1  And  after 
thtec  months  wc 
departed  m  a  (Mp 

of  Alexandria, 
which  had  voi- 
tcred  in  fhc  ifte, 

whole  ftgn  was 

Caftor  and  Pol* 
inx. 

1%  And 

jog  at  Syracufc, 
we  turned  thiTt 
three  days. 


lime,  they  generoufly  heaped  their  favours  upon  os, 
fu  mi  filing  us  with  every  thing  that  we  might  have  00 
cafson  for  to  the  end  01  our  voyage. 

I  r  And  after  we  had  been  detained  a  quarter  of  a 
year  at  Malta,  tilt  the  weather  grew  more  temperate, 
we  embarked,  and  fet  fail  again  for  Italy,  in  another 
fliip,  which,  like  the  former,  {chap,  xxvii.  6.)  came 
from  Alexandria,  and  had  lain  in  harbour  at  this  illand, 
during  the  winter  feafon,  and  which,  hearing  the  ima¬ 
ges  of  Cajlor  and  Pollux,  took  its  name  from  them  f. 

II  And  having  a  pi ofpero us  voyage,  by  the  will  of 
God,  we  arrived  at  Syraeufe,  the  metropolis,  and  a 
fine  haven,  on  the  ealtern  coaft  of  the  illand  of  Sicily  $, 
where  wc  went  alhore  and  continued  three  days- 

13  Then 

notes. 

A,  r»rill  sromntiJlion  for  hcilinjf  dif-  men,  monnltd  on  twn  (lately  white  horlet, 

Mch  of  them  holding  a  jivcltji  in  hi*  hand, 

and  tfere  reputed,  by  the  ttk!nlro:ti  iinhlcs, 
to  hp  the  twin- Cons  of  y*piitr  and  Lf4at  and 
lo  be  pfopitlom  mariner*;  fethn  they  ex* 
the  prerciHor*  from  thefe  ftfti  cions  dci> 
tics,  which  entirely  depends  va  the  good  Pro¬ 
vidence  of  die  only  true  fiodj  who  made  the 
heavens,  earth*  and  lea,  and  whole  kingdom 
rules  over  all* 

|  As  this  vt flirt  (terns  to  have  been  on  ^ 
trading  voyage,  they  ptnhahfv  IUid  three  dayq 
at  this  place*  either  to  uuLadc*  py  take  in 
Cbin£  goods. 


e.iics  ran  in  his  tr-mci  and  mentioning  that 
iyas  tbo  apolUe  s  iifuaj  way  of  working  irirq- 
cU's,  chore  is  no  room  to  doubt,  hut  that  be 
(ob-muly  took  notice  of  it  in  this  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cures  among  ihelf  ka+farh hj,  CO  whom 
he  vciy  probably  preached  the  gospel*  and 
that  with  £<vKilucceK;  and  rhis  might  be 
pne  peat  realbn  of  their  hotwiring  him,  ^nd 
his  company,  with  (ucW  honours  as  arr  fpo* 
ken  of,  vtr,  i  o.  and  cvoi  as  were  cattumary 
among  the  rhurches  of  Chrift  ihcinlcivcs, 

|  Tfcefe  images  of  C&jhr  and  /V/p*  we 
Vfdi  pr  painted,  ip  the  form  of  iwn  young 
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I]  And  froci 
thence  we  ftt  a 

corDpdj  %  «od 
cu»  to  R)icp> 


eUy  to  Puteolij 


14  Who*  we 
found  brethren, 
and  were  drived 
to  tarry  with  them 
frven  days:  and 
fo  we  went  uh 
wind  Rome* 


13  Then,  fitting  out  from  thence,  we  fleered  a 
rounding  courfe,  as  the  wind  would  let  us,  till  we  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  firft  fea-port  in  Itafyt  which  lyes  dire£t!y 

□■TctUvtheft^h  OTeM*6aJn®  MeJJtna  in  S  icily  t  and  is  called  Rhegium  *  9 
windbkJj  and  after  one  day's  lying  at  anchor  in  that  harbour,  the 
ve.ooic  the  next  wind  turned  to  the  fouth  ;  and  we,  coafling  with  a  fj* 

vo arable  gale  along  the  Italian  (bore,  arrived  on  the 
morrow  at  PuUotif  a  famous  mart  town,  not  far  from 
Neapotis  or  Naples* 

14  There,  to  our  great  comfort,  we  met  with  fede¬ 
ral  Chriftian  brethren,  who  received  us  very  affection¬ 
ately,  and  in  treated  us  to  flay  a  week  with  them,  that 
they  might  have  the  benefit  of  PauP%  preaching  and 
convcrfatton,  and  that  we  might  enjoy  one  Lord’s  dey 
together,  which  the  centurion,  in  his  great  civility, 
con  fen  ted  to  :  And,  after  that,  we  fet  forward  by  land 
for  Rem*}  this  being  the  farthefl  port  that  the  (hip  w^s 
bound  to. 

15  And  when  we  left  PuUoH^  as  our  dear  brethren 
at  Rome  had  fome  intelligence  of  our  being  on  the  road 
thither,  they  rejoiced  at  the  thought  of  feeing  the  face 
of  the  great  apoftle  of  the  G entiles ,  who  had  never 
been  there  before  ^  but  from  whom  they  had  received  a 
mod  excellent  and  affectionate  epiflte,  in  which  he  ex* 
prefled  a  longing  defire  to  fee  them,  and  preach  the 
gofpel  at  that  city,  (Rom,  ft  10,-15.)  and  fo  far  were 
they  from  being  atbamed  of  his  bonds,  that  though  he 
was  coming  to  them  as  a  prifoner,  they  were  exceeding 
defirous  to  pay  their  refpe&s  to  him,  in  the  moft  public 
and  honourable  manner  *  and  therefore  many  of'  them 
came  to  meet  us  ;  fome  about  fifty  miles  from  R$met 
as  far  as  the  town  called  Apii  Forum*  in  the  famous  Ap~ 
fian  way  $  and  others  about  thirty  miles,  to  another 
place  in  the  fame  high  road,  called  the  Three  taverns , 
or  inns  for  public  entertainment ;  And  when  Paul  fair 
them*,  he  was  not  only  thankful  to  them  for  their  bro¬ 
therly  kindnefs,  but  bleflcd  God,  who  had  put  ir  into 
their  hearts  to  (hew  their  love,  with  fo  much  zeal,  ten- 
deinefs,  and  rcfpecl ;  and  he  encouraged  himfelf  in  the 
Lord  his  God,  who  had  fent  him  filch  cordial  friends, 
with  whom  he  might  freely  converfe,  and  advife  in  any 
emergency,  and  who  he  might  rcafon&bly  hope  would 
own  and  aflift  him  in  all  his  difficulties  and  dangers. 
This  gave  him  frcfii  fpirits,  ami  made  him  go  forward 
with  as  much  courage,  as  if  he  were  to  have  entered 

the 

NOTE* 

*  '  Rhffcum  fignifiei  a  and  was  Jo  earthquake  at  this  place,  had  broke  oS* 

named  by  the  Gnch^  beraufe  they  imagined  illy  irom  lire  cunti cent, 
that,  in  iomc  former  a*e,  an  inundation  or 


ij  And  from 
thence,  when  the 
brethren  heard  of 
us  they  came  to 
meet  tu  a$  hr  as 
A  ppii'fomm  ,z  nd 
theThree  taverns; 
u  hom, when  Vsul 
fa«r>  he  thanked 
Cod,  and  took 
courage* 
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tS  And,  when 

|q 

Rome,  the  cen¬ 
turion  delh'erccl 
the  priibner;  to 
the  cap;*  in  of 
the  £ii;jrd  ;  but 
Pwf  w-.s  1  altered 

to  dwell  by  him - 

fdf,  viih*  foMkr 
ifou  kept  hint* 


77  And  if  «me 
to  pai"fi3  that,  af¬ 
ter  three  day$t 
PjiiI  «ltc4  the 
chief  of  the  Jews 
itfgc;her.  And, 
+thrn  they  u?erc 
come  together, 
hcJaid  tintoiliem. 
Men  <htd  brt* 
thi'tit,  tho1 1  have 
comm  it  t  cjI  no¬ 
thin  or  ft  the 

pcopk^reuRoniifi 
of  our  father*, 
yet  was  [  ddver 
04  prifoner  from 
Tert:i'ii]cft!  irTOfhc 

nsndj  of  the  Ro 
(Huh, 


the  metropolis  of  the  empire  with  alt  the  triumphs  of 
a  conqueror,  in  (lead  of  the  difgrace  of  a  prifoner* 
j<5  And  when  we  arrived  at  Ram*t  the  centurion  dif* 
charged  his  cruft,  by  delivering  all  the  pritbners  up  to 
the  chief  commanding  officer  of  the  imperial  guards* 
or  Pratorian  band  there,  to  take  the  cuftody  of  them : 
But  as  God  gave  Jofeph  favour  in  the  fight  of  his  keep¬ 
er,  {Gen.  xx six*  2l  )  and  brought  Daniel  into  tender 
love  with  the  prince  of  ibe  eunuchs  {Dan*  i.  9,}  tbf 
portly  thro*  the  centurion’s  recommendations,  and  partly 
through  FeftvPs  Ictfcr,  who  could  not  but  own  that 
Paul  had  committed  nothing  worthy  of  death,  {chap* 
xxv.  25.  26.}  the  Lord  gave  this  great  apoftle  favour  in 
the  eyes  of  the  captain^  who,  in  Head  of  putting  him 
into  the  common  jail  with  the  reft  of  the  pri (oners, 
permitted  him  to  hire  a  private  lodging,  ( ver *  30*)  and 
to  dwell  there  alone,  as  a  prifoner  at  large,  with  only 
one  foldier,  who  was  linked  to  him  by  a  chain,  to  guard 
him*  (Sec  the  note  on  chap*  xii,  6*) 

17  Now  after  Paul  had  been  at  this  great  city  three 
days,  he  fent  to  the  leading  men  of  the  Jews^  that  re¬ 
dded  there,  defiring  that,  as  he  could  not  have  liberty 
of  going  publicly  to  them,  they  would  be  fo  good  as  to 
come  to  his  lodging,  and  let  him  have  the  plcafureof 
f pea  king  with  them  there  :  And  when,  in  compliance 
with  his  requeft,  they  gave  him  a  meeting,  headdrefied 
them  in  a  free  and  engaging  manner,  faying.  Ye  men 
of  lfrael9  and  my  kinfmen  after  the  flefli,  and  brethren 
in  the  profeffion  of  the  God  of  our  fathers,  The  reafon 
of  my  afking  the  favour  of  your  company  is,  that  1 
may  hare  an  opportunity  of  rcuifying  any  mifreprefen* 
tations  that  mine  enemies  may  have  made  of  me  ;  and 
that  according  to  my  conftant  cuftom,  wherever  there 
art  Jews t  I  may  communicate  the  gofpel  of  falvation 
by  Jefus  Chrift,  as  foon  as  pofliblc,  firft  of  all  to  them, 
for  whefe  perfons  and  eternal  bappinefs  I  am  moft  hear¬ 
tily  concerned  :  Whatever  may  have  been  fuggeflcd  *- 
gatnft  me,  I  really  have  been  guilty  of  no  crime,  in 
any  thing  that  I  have  faid  or  done,  either  again  ft  the 
rites  and  privileges  of  my  own  countrymen,  or  a  gain  ft 
the  divine  laws  and  ordinances  that  were  delivered  by 
Mcfes  to  .our  fathers,  and  religioufly  obferved  by  them  ; 
and  yet  I  have  be*'n  fo  unhappy  as,  through  groundlels 
infirmanom,  to  fall  under  the  difpleafure  of  many  of 
my  JevriJb  brethren,  to  fuch  a  decree,  as  i (Tued  in  my 
being  madp  a  prifoner  at  Jerufakm^  and  fent  from 
thence  to  Ccfarta%  to  be  kept  ia  cuftody,  under  the 

power 


Cb.  xxrii& 


18  Who,  when 

ihey  bad  exami¬ 
ned  me,  would 
JiJVe  let  we  gOj 
bccagfc  there  was 
Oo  emit  of  dealt 
hi  me. 
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power  of  Reman  governors*.  [Chap,  xxiii.  10,-35.) 

18  Who,  when  Id  a  fair  trial  they  had  beard  all  that 
could  be  urged- againd  roe,  and  what  1  bad  to  fay  in 
hijr  own  defence,  and  had  made  the  belt  inquiry  they 
could  into  the  true' Hate  of  my  cafe,  would  willingly 
bare  difeharged  me ;  becaufe  it  plainly  appeared  to 
them,  that  I  bad  done  nothing  to  deferve  death,  or  fo 
much  as  tmprifonment  or  bonds,  as  Lji/tat,  the  chief 
captain,  t edified  at  Jernfalem^  {chop,  xxtit,  29.)  and  as 
Felix* s  behaviour  (hewed  be  believed  in  his  own  confci- 


19  BnT,  whfn 
the  Jews  {pike 
igjmft  i/,  1  was 
<ot>  [1  rji  ned  to  ap* 
peal  titjto  Cciir; 
not  that  1  had 
•u*rht  to  accuic 

hd 

my  nation  oU 


i&  Far  this 
mic  therefore 

hare  I  called  fur 
you,  u*  fee  put 
ami  to  fpeakwith 
jut:  becaufe  that 
for  the  hope  of 
Unel  J  am  bound 
vith  this  chain. 


ence,  {chap,  xxiv.  22,  &c.)  and  as  Teftus  and  king  A- 
grippay  and  many  other  principal  men  declared  after¬ 
wards  at  Cefarea,  {chap*  xiv.  23.  compared  with  xrvL 

3*.  3a>) 

19  But  when  the  Jrwsy  from  tbeir  caufelefs  .prejudi¬ 
ces,  which  have  been  indudrioufly  fomented  againd  me, 
objected,  to  my  being  releafed,  and  would  have  had  me 
carried  back  to  Jerufalemt  for  another  trial  there,  I  had 
too  much  reafon  to  fufpe£f  that  this  motion  was  made 
with  aa  ill  delign  in  feme  againd  me,  { chap .  xxv.  3, 
9,  10,  .11.)  and  therefore  I  found  it  neceflary,  for  my 
own  prefervuion,  to  appeal  to  Ca/ar’i  immediate  tribu¬ 
nal;  not  that  1  had  any  intention  of  acculing  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  or  of  doing  them  the  lead  injury,  at  his  bar, 
hut  only  of  making  my  own  defence  before  him  in  a  le¬ 
gal  way,  fince  I  could  not  be  difeharged  without  it. 

20  l  hare  therefore  taken  the  liberty  of  calling  you 
together,  that  I  might  have  the  favour  of  feeing  you, 
and  of  alluring  you,  in  a  perfonal  convention,  that 
the  only  fault,  which  the  word  of  mine  enemies  oould 
juflly  pretend  to  charge  me  with,  was  my  believing, 
profdfing,and  preaching,  what  has  all  along  been  the  ob- 
je£t  of  the  hope  of  every  true  IfraeliUt  and  indeed,  for 
the  fubftance  of  it,  is  the  general  expectation  of  our 
nation,  according  to  amienr  prophecies,  at  this  very 
day ;  I  mean,  that  the  true  Melfiah  has  actually  come,* 
and  died,  and  rofe  again,  and  that  through  him,  there 
(hall  be  a  refurrettion  to  eternal  life  of  ail  that  believe 
in  him.  It  is,  I  fay,  merely  for  my  attachment  to,  and 
publilhingthefe  do&rines,  that  I  am  aprifoner  in  bonds, 
as  ye  fee  me  to  be  by  this  chain,  which  fattens  me  to 
the  foldier  that  has  me  in  cuftody.  (See  the  note  on 

chap.  xii.  6.) 

21  The 


NOTE. 


■  It  U  with  admirable  prudence  and  tea* 

JerncfV,  that  the  apoQlc  palfes  over  the  out¬ 
rages  yf  the  Jcun,  and  their  horrid  coofpira- 
efes  ajrainft  fits  life,  which  the  Torching  his¬ 
tory  acquaints  us  witha  that  be  ntight  not 


item  to  charge  them  too  feverdy,  nor  luijlit 
cialpcratc  theft  their  birth nrn  sgamft  lurti* 
for  hearing  toe  hard  upou  their  country  met 
and  friends. 


33o 


Tbe 


Ch.  xxviiL 


il  And  they 
faid  iiat^  him* 
We  neither  re¬ 
ceived  kden  out 
of  Judea  concern¬ 
ing  thee,  neither 
any  of  the  bre¬ 
thren  that  came 
ftewed  or  fpake 
any  harm  of 
thee. 


ii  But  we  dc* 
ftre  to  heir  of 
thee  what  thou 
thinkett;  for,  as 
concerning  this 


■  X  YT  1  XT  ■ 

h  Is  fpukcft 
gain  ft. 


a- 


1 1  The  Jews,  in  reply,  laid  to  him,  As  to  whac  re¬ 
lates  to  your  own  particular  pra&ice  and  behaviour,  we 
have  neither  received  any  letters  from  Jentfalam  or  Ju¬ 
dea  about  you  ;  nor  have  any  of  our  JewiJb  brethren, 
that,  on  one  occaGon  or  other,  have  come  from  thence, 
given  us  any  information,  by  word  of  month,  concern¬ 
ing  you,  or  ever  charged  you  with  any  crime  *,  So 
we  can  fay  nothing  to  that ;  nor  do  we  defign  to  trouble 
ourfelves  about  it. 

21  But  as  you  profefs  Christianity,  we  think 

it  equitable,  and  becoming  us,  and  (hould  be  glad  to 
bear  your  fentiments  about  it,  and  particularly  about 
what  you  have  fuggefted  (ver*  20.)  of  the  fulfillment 
"*  k?ow  of  thole  things  in  Jefus  Chrifl,  which  now  are,  and  for 
t  t  ew  v  e«  raany  ,ge8  ],ave  been,  the  objelk  of  //tael’s  faith  and 

hope :  Fir  this  opinion  of  jour's  has  fo  little  appearance 
of  truth,  that,  as  is  well  known,  the  felt,  which  of 
late  years  has  pretended  to  a  fieri  it,  is  generally  at  this 
city,  and  in  all  places  that  we  can  hear  of,  cried  out  a- 
gainft,  both  by  Jews  and  Gent ties,  as  heretical  and  per¬ 
nicious,  ferving  only  to  throw  divtfions  and  confufion 
among  mankind. 

23  And  when  on  a  day,  which  they  had  fixed  with 
the  apofile,  a  great  number  of  the  Jews  came  to  him  at 
his  own  lodging,  he  there  explained  to  them  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  gofpel,  relating  to  the  kingdom  of  grace, 

which  fhall  be  completed  in  the  kingdom  of  glory;  He 
ihewed  that  this  kingdom  is  not  of  a  temporal  and 
d^n  IT  God  ]-  earthly,  but  of  a  fpintual,  holy^  and  Heavenly  nature ; 
,*1  finding  (h«m  and  that  the  way  of  admiffion  to  its  privileges  and  blcf- 

fings  is  not  by  tne  works  of  the  law,  but  alone  through 
faith  in  C brill  j  and  he  plainly  afTerted,  and  gave  evi¬ 
dent  proof,  that  God  had  bore  witne/f  to  it  by  jigns  a>.d 
wonders ,  and  divers  miracles  and  gifts  of  the  HofyGbojl , 
according  to  bis  own  w *//,  (Heb.  ii.  4.)  and  by  the  fu- 
pernatttral  power,  that  had  changed  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  multitudes,  and  his  own  among  the  reft :  And  he 
further  reafoned  with  them,  to  convince  them  that  je¬ 
fus  is  the  Mefliah,  .and  to  induce  them  to  believe  in 
him  as  fuch,  by  giving  them  an  account  of  the  manner 
and  defign  of  his  life,  death,  and  refiirreQion,  and  by 
comparing  thofe  important  Talks  with  whac  had  been 

foretold 


13  And,  when 
they  had  ap¬ 
pointed  him  a 
day,  there  came 
many  to  Mm  into 
his  lodging;  to 
v^om  be  ex¬ 
pounded  and  tef* 
(tried  the  king 


concerning  Jefus* 

both 


NO 

*  Tt  is  highly  probable  that  Pau?t  having 
appealed  to  C*for  the  Trwj  durft  not  follow 
him  to  chit  court,  left  they  (hould  raider 
theiufelra  obnoxious  to  fftra,  the  then 
rdgoing  cur  prior*  who  already  had  no  great 
favour  for  them,  though  as  yet  lie  fuSered 
them  to  live  at  Rome.  {Set  the  fixfl  note  on 


T  JL, 

chip,  xxvi  at*)  And  therefore  they  of  Jj* 
dta  had  lent  no  information*,  and  thofr  nf 
Jtomi  would  not  venture  to  appear  in  a  judi¬ 
cial  proofs  againft  him ;  and  fo  Paul  gained 
hit  end  of  getting  out  of  their  hand!  by  Lis 
appeal*  (chap,  1 1 0 


Cb,  sxviii*  7 'he  .Acts  of  the  Apostles  paraphrafed. 


both  oat  of  .the 
]a«r  of  Mofcr, 
and  cat  pf  the 
pnplutfi  from 
morning  till  evca- 

u=i* 


*4  And  Tome 
belie*  tdthci  hin^ 
’•rich  wtie  fpo 
utd  i’omebc- 
lkvc<l  noL 


if  And, when 
they  agreed  not 
sn^og  them- 
ft'lvcs,  they  de  * 
pured,  after  that 
Fait!  had  fpoken 
one  word,  WcU 
fjrtfce  the  Holy 
Olmft  by  yjaha 

the  pntphet,  onto 
our  fathers. 


i<5  Saying,  Go 
nnio  this  people, 
ifd  fiv.  Hearing 
ye  thall  hear,  &ud 
fliiJI  not  under- 
ftr.nd;  and  ftc* 
irj;  ye  Ihall  fte, 
and  not  percent. 


ij  Forlhc  heart 
pf  lus  people  ii 
w-jMcd  groli,  and 
their  cars  arc  dull 
d  hearing,  and 
t^eir  cyo  have 
they  do  l'M;  kJl 
they  Ih^uiti  fee 
whit  tbtir  cjVft 

3ivt  htsr  uith 
jvr.r  lints ;  iud  \m 
iierttafiJ 


33* 

foretold  of  him  in  the  types  and  figures,  promifes  and 
prophecies  recorded  by  Moftt,  and  in  the  writings  of 
the  fucceeding  prophets  of  the  church  of  Ifrael  .■  The  a- 
poftle's  heart-  was  fo  enlarged,  and  fo  thoroughly  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  work,  that  he  took  indefatigable  pains 
with  the  company,  in  clearing  up,  and  recommending 
thefe  and  fiich  like  grand  points  of  the  gofpel,  for  a 
whole  day  together,  continuing  his  difeourfe  from  morn¬ 
ing  to  night. 

24  And  fo  different  were  the  effe&s  of  this  excellent 
fermoo  upon  hi9  hearers,  that  fome,  thro*  the  attending 
power  of  dtTine  grace,  received  the  truth  by  faith,  and 
in  the  love  of  it,  which  theapolUc  preached  concerning 
Chrift  i  whi!  ft  others  of  them,  being  left  to  the  corruption 
of  their  own  hearts,  rejected  it  thro’unhelief.  . 

25  And  when  there  wasfuch  a  difagreement  in  their 
fentiments  and  tempers,  as  began  to  throw  them  into 
heats  and  quarrels  among  themfelves,  the  aflembly  broke 
up  ;  only  juft  before  they  parted,  the  apoftle,  directing 
his  fpeech  to  the  unbelievers,  left  with  them  an  awful 
paffage,  for  their  ferious  confideration,  faying,  It  was 
with  great  truth  and  propriety,  and  with  unerring  fore¬ 
light  of  thefe  days,  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  divine 
perfon  by  whom  the  facred  penmen  were  infpired  of 
old,  fpoke  by  the  prophet  Ifaiab,  {chap.  vt.  9,  lo.)  to 
our  djfobedient  anceftors,  for  their  reproof,  and  for  a 
warning  to  their  pofterity,  who  ought  to  dread  the 
thought  of  its  being  fulfilled  in  them, 

26  Saying,  Go,  deliver  my  meffage  to  this  people, 
and  tell  them  from  me,  Ye  (hall  certainly  hear,  with 
the  hearing  of  the  ear,  again  and  again,  and  (ball  not 
be  favoured  with  a  f pi  ritual  inward  illumination,  to 
give  you  a  right  underftanding  of  the  truths  delivered 
to  you ;  and  ye  (hall  furely  fee  abundance  of  external 
evideocc  of  their  divine  authority,  and  (hall  be  fo  left 
of  God  to  yourfelves,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  as  not' 
to  be  convinced  of  their  reality  and  importance,  nor  dif- 
cern  their  inmoft  native  glory. 

27  For,  through  the  pride  and  prejudices,  lulls  and 
pa  (lions,  which  this  people  are  under  the  power  of,  and 
willingly  yield  themfelves  up  unto,  their  minds  aod 
hearts -are  perverted,  blinded,  and  hardened;  and  their 
cars  arc  inattentive  to  my  word  ;  and  they  have  obfti- 
narely  winked  hard  with  their  eyes,  to  fliut  them  a- 
gaintl  the  light  that  (hines  around  them,  left  they  flionld 
be  brought,  by  the  opening  of  their  underftandings,  to 
fee  fiich  things  as  they  are  averfe  to,  and  do  not  care 
to  know,  ant)  (hoold  be  forced  to  comply  with  what 


33* 


The  Acts  vf  the  Apostles  paraphrajed,  Cb.  xxv!». 


dcrftindvith  f heir 
heart,  and  IWU 
he  convened,  and 
1  thou  id  beat 
them  ♦ 


they  hear,  but  are  refolded  to  rejefk;  and  left  fuch 
ftriking  over -powering  light  fhould  fhine  into  their 
hearts,  as  they  cannot  tell  how  to  refill,  or  get  rid  of, 
and  they  ftiould  be  turned  from  their  beloved  fins  and 
errors  to  myfelf,  and  I,  by  my  renewing  and  falsify¬ 
ing  grace,  Ihould  cure  thofe  defperate  difeafes  of  their 
fouls,  which  they,  infenfible  of  their  danger,  take  plea- 
Cure  lit.  (Sec  the  note  on  John  xii.  40,) 

28  Since  therefore  ye  /xivethu*  put  the  word  of  Cod 

tncmviv  niitw  *  3  *  J  J  r  #  r  1  a* 

you*  that  the  fat-  from  you,  and  judge  you  rfe Ives  unworthy  of  ever  lysing 
wtion  of  Cod  it  life.  ffee  the  note  on  chap  xtii.  <6.)  1  muft  now  plain- 

iLiit  hiktA  ^  _  .  _  .  _  -  _  _  /  .  -  .  * 


nS  Be  it  known 
therefore  unto 


tent  auto  the 
Gem i  lei,  and  tba 
they  will  bur  it. 


to  And  when 
he  had  &id  thefe 
words,  (he  Jews 
departed,  and  had 
great  reafoning 
among  them* 
ftlvo. 


30  And  Paul 
dwelt  two  whole 
yean  in  his  oun 
hired  houfc,  and 
nucivd  all  ihnE 
nme  in  polo 
him* 


31  Preaching 
the  Ajuedom  of 

God, 


ly  cell  you,  that  the  bkffed  doftrinc  of  falvation,  thro* 
the  great  Redeemer,  is  not  to  be  preached  with  a  con¬ 
finement  to  the  Jews  /  but,  by  tne  fovereign,  graci¬ 
ous,  wife,  and  holy  appointment  of  Cod,  is  Cent  to 
Gentile  Goners  ;  and  great  multitudes  of  them  will  be 
fo  poweifully  wrought  upon  by  it,  that  they  wilHifttn 
to  it,  and  heanily  embrace  k,  and  be  admitted  to  all 
its  glorious  privileges  and  blelTings,  from  which  ye  per- 
verfdy  exclude  yourfetves. 

29  And  when  the  apoftle  had  delivered  this  folcmn 
and  awakening  admonition,  the  Jews  went  away,  ami 
had  warm  debates  among  tliemfelves  about  this,  and 
the  other  points  that  he  had  been  infifting  on ;  feme, 
whole  hearts  were  touched  by  divine  grace,  contending, 
that  this  was  a  wife  and  gracious,  juft  and  righteous 
difpenfation  ;  and  others,  wbo  were  left  to  their  own 
obilinaCy  and  unbelief,  deputing  againftir,  as  an  open 
violation  of  thc.tr  anttent  rights  and  privileges. 

30  In  the  mean  while,  Paul  continued  a  prifoner  at 
large  in  his  own  houle,  which  he  rented,  and  in  which 
he  dwelt  for  the  fpace  of  two  full  years  *  ;  during  which 
confinement,  he  did  not  lead  an  idle  life,  but  readily 
received  all  manner  of  perfons,  whether  Jews  or  Gen¬ 
tiles  t  that  would  come  to  hear  him4,  and  took  unwea¬ 
ried  pains  in  promoting  the  inrereft  of  Chrift,  and  the 
good  of  immortal  fouls*  (See  the  paraphiafc  on  vcr.  2o<) 

31  With  thefe  noble  views,  he  fet  forth  the  nature 
and  excellency  of  thegofpel-difpenfation,  and  of  all  the 
blcflings  of  grace  and  glory;  and  particularly  explain¬ 
ed,  and  confirmed  at  large ;  thole  important  truths, 

that 

T  E. 

fmi«,than  in  the  fnrnier  pm  of  his  confine* 
fhtm  \  fo  it  is  commonly  concluded t  and  ap¬ 
pears  from  Epb,  lii*  1.  GV.  w.  ri.  PMtip  i*  7, 
1 3,  if  that  nc  wrote  ail  ihofocpifKu  rinri:.^ 
chi v  his  firft  imprifonroem  at  Ratne ;  and  it  t$ 
foppoted  that  he  wrote  (bem  in  order  of  time, 
as  I  have  here  ekeed  than  * 


N  O 

*  Pj&J  had  been  tvto  years  a  prifoner  un¬ 
der  Felix  =st  Ctfarte,  chap.  *xiv.  17*  *&d,  as 
is  generally  allowed,  was  kept  in  bonds,  at 
Itart  another  year,  under  Fefias  and  in  his  te¬ 
dious  vcy  'ge,  before  he  strived,  at  Rome ;  fo 
that  the  whole  of  his  imprifontnent  war  five 
years.  Bvt  as  Providence  now  gave  him 
grater  liberty,  and  better  appuituai^i,  for 
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that  relate  to  the  per  bn  and  offices  >  birth*  life  2nd 
death*  refarrc&ion  and  eialtation  of  Jefus,  who  is  both 
Lord  and  Chrift,  and  that  relate  to  the  way  of  fatal* 
non*  through  faith  in  him:  And  this  he  did  *««*■- 
*««)  with  all  boldnefs  and  liberty  of  fptrit*  and 
in  as  public  a  manner  as  circnmftances  admitted*  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  convetfion  of 
many*  among  whom  were  fome  of  Cajdr^s  houlhold* 
[Phil.  i.  15,  13.  and  iv.  52.)  And  divine  providence- fo 
oveMiiled  the  minds  of  his  advetfaries,  that  he  went 
on  quietly  in  his  work*  without  any  motcilarion  from 
the  civil  magiftrate,  from  the  bldier  that  was  his  keep¬ 
er*  or  from  hi is  own  countrymen,  (fee  the  note  on  ivr. 
22*)  So  that  though  the  apoftle  was  in  hoods,  the 
word  of  the  Lord  was  not  bound  \  but  had  free  courfe  j 
ran,  and  was  glorified* 

R  E  CO  LLECTION3, 

\Vhat  a  memorable  inftaiict  of  humanity  and  companion  have  wc  in  a  heathen 
and  uncultivated  people,  who  (hewed  great  kindnefs  to  a  fhipwrrckcd  company, 
took  them  into  their  houfes,  made  fires  to  warm  and  dry  them*  and  generoufly 
lodged  and  provided  for  them  1  And  how  richly  was  it  worth  their  w  hile  to  cn* 
tvrtain  thde  diftreffed  ftrangers,  among  whom,  unawares  tathcmfelve*,  was  one 
of  the  hell  of  men,  who,  in  return  for  their  hofpi tali ty.  Laid  his  hands  on  their 
governor's  father,  and  on  many  others  of  their  tick*  and  miracoloufly  healed 
them,  through  (he  power  of  the  Lord  Tefus  i  But  how  cautious  ihould  we  be  of 
forming  our  judgment  of  perfons,  merely  by  outward  difpenfalions  of  Providencel 
Though,  from  natural  notions  of  God's  juftice  in  governing  the  world,  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Malta  rightly  fuppofed,  that  divine  vengeance  often  purfuts  murderers, 
and  other  notorious  tinners  in  this  life;  yet  they  rafhly  concluded  that  Paul  was 
fiich  an  one,  only  becaufe  a  viper  frixed  his  hand :  But  when,  contrary  to  their 
expeftaEinn,  it  fell  off,  and  he  received  no  hurt,  what  a  furprifing  turn  was  there 
in  their  minds  concerning  him!  They  then  were  ready  to  adore  him  as  a  deity  ; 
and  upon  further  acquaintance  with  him,  and  experience  of  what  ablcfling  they 
had  in  him,  they  thought  they  could  never  do  enough  to  teftify  their  gratitude  to 
him,  and  to  his  companions  for  his  fake.  How  remarkably  did  God  flffi  further 
appear  for  him,  in  the  mhUt  of  alt  his  trouldea  and  dangers  !  Malta  is  left  with 
honour  and  advantage ;  the  reft  of  the  voyage  is  made  profperous  by  thr  will  of 
God,  and  not  by  any  influence  of  tbofe  vain  idols,  by  whofc  names  the  (hip  was 
called  :  Upon  the  apoftte's  landing  in  Ar/jr,  he  is  comforted  and  encouraged  by 
the  affectionate  and  honourable  regards  or  his  Chriftian  brethren,  who  came  front 
Jiowffto  meet  him,  ' and  to  own  and  accompany  him,  though  a  prifimer*  to  the 
gmd_metropolis ;  and  upon  his  arrival  there,  God  gave  him  fuch  favour  with 
the  captain  of  the  guard,  that  he  permitted  him  to  live  privately  in  his  own  hired 
houfe,  under  the  cuftody  of  only  one  feldier  1  And  while  he  wss  thus  two  years 
a  prifoner  at  large,  wbat  happy  improvements  did  lie  make  of  fuch  liberty  as  was 
allowed  him  !  With  what  admirable  prudence  did  he  early  fend  for  t.h- chief  of 
the  Jews*  and  labour  to  take  off  their  prejudices  azaiuft  his  p*Tfcn  and  n-inittry, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  heard  in  what  he  had  to  fay  for  Chrift,  fi^r  whom 
he  was  theft  an  amhaflkdor  in  bonds  !  And,  when  he  obtained  an  opportunity  toe 
it,  with  what  perfplcuity  and  cnlaigcm cut,  holy  Fervour  and  freedom  of  fpirit* 
did  he  explain,  confirm,  and  apply  the  glorious  things  of  Chrift’s  kingdom*  as 
tounded  upon  his  death  and  irfurreftton,  according  to  ant  lent  prnptrcits  !  But 
whh  what  different  events  I  Some  rejected  them  through  uiibeiirf,  and  others  re* 
ocived  them  with  a  cordial  faith 5  and  fo  there  were  di  villous  among  them  con- 


Cb*  xxviii* 

Cod,  and  tuck¬ 
ing  ihofc  thing* 
vhkh  concern 
tie  -Lord  Jtfii* 
Chrift,  with  .ill 
confidence ,  no 
man  fobiddiog 
bin* 
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ccrnipg  Chrift  and  bis  gofpd,  which  ran  fo  high,  on  the  part  of  the  infidel  Jem* 
as  to  render  Ifaiaif*  awful  prophecy  apli  cable  to  them,  as  a  people  (riven  op,  hr 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God.  to  judicial  bJindneft  of  mind,  and  bardndsof 
heart,  according  to  tbeir  own  criminal  choice.  Hut  while  fonac  put  God’s  falva- 
tion  far  from  thcmfdves,  be  will  frnd  it  to  others,  as,  blefTed  he  his  name,  he 
has  to  the  GentiU  world  ;  ami  will  make  it  cffrttual  to  multitudes  of  them  t  And 
bow  much  foever  others  may objeft  again  ft  the  fovereignty  and  righteuufnefs  of 
God  in  thefe  difpen rations.  What  an  encouragement  is  it  to  the  miniftm  of  Chrift 
to  preach  bis  gofpel,  wherever  they  have  opportunity,  to  all  forts  of  fmners,  when 
God  aCitres  them  that  (brae  will  receive  it  \  And  what  a  mercy  is  it,  when  he 
enables  them  to  preach  it  with  holy  liberty  and  boidnefs,  and  fuffers  nope  of  their 
enemies  to  ftop  their  mouths  1 


A  PRACTICAL 

EXPOSITION 

+  ■ 

O  F  T  H  E 

Apoftle  Paul  s  Epiftle  to  the  ROMANS, 

Id  the  Form  of  a’ Paraphrase. 


The  Preface  to  the  Epiftle  to  the  ROMANS. 

THE  apofUe  Paul  wrote  this  epiftle  while  he  was  at  Corinth ,  as  ap¬ 
pears  from  bis  fending  it  by  /’Aa?£e,  a  fervant  of  the  church  at  Gw- 
chrea,  (chap.  xvi.  i.)  which  was  a  fea  port  belonging  to  Corinth, 
and  is  ftill  further  evident  from  the  falutations  he  fent  from  Gains  bis 
ho  ft,  and  Erajlut  the  chamberlain  of  the  city,  [chap.  xvi.  23.  both 
which 'were  inhabitants  of  Corinth,  (1  Cor.  i.  14.  and  2  Tim.  iv.  20.): 
And  it  is  generally  fnppofcd  to  have  been  wrote  about  the  year  of  our 
Lord  57,  when  the  apoftle  was  preparing  to  go  by  Troas  to  JerufaUm  ; 
an  account  of  which  journey  wc  have  in  Alts  xr.  2,  3,  &c.  ' 

Though  this  is  placed  JirJl  in  the  collcttion  of  the  epiftles,  it  was 
•wrote  after  fcveral  others,  as  particularly  after  the  firji  and  fccorid  to 
the  church  at  Corinth ,  and  thofe  to  the  Thejf&hsnians,  and  Galatians ; 
as  alfo  after  the JirJl  to  Timothy,  and  that  to  Titus.  But  as  the  apoftle 
Paul’s  epiftles  to  the  churches  are  placed  together  in  the  Hew  T< (la¬ 
ment,  fo  this  is  with  good  propriety  fet  the  JirJl  of  them  all,  bccaufe 
it  was  written  to  the  Cbriftians  that  dwelt  in  the  famous  metropolis 
of  the  Roman  empire  >  but  principally,  becaufe  it  is  one  of  the  forgejl 
of  bis  epiftles,  and  gives  us  the  otoft  comprehenfive  view  of  the  import- 
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tut  doGrines  and  duties  of  Chriftianity :  For,  in  writing  to  other 
churches,  which  be  had  planted,  or  to  which  he  had  preached  and 
fully  opened  the  gofpel-fcheme,  be  infills  more  fparingly  on  the  evan¬ 
gelical  principles  in  which  he  had  before  Jnftru&ed  them*  Cut  as 
he,  who  was  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles,  wrote  this  letter  to  a 
church,  chiefly  oonGftiog  of  Gentile  converts,  though  not  without  a 
mixture  of  native  Jews  j  and  as  this  was  a  church,  to  which  be  bad 
not,  as  yet,  had  an  opportunity  of  perfonaify  miniltring,  as  Is  intima¬ 
ted  chap.  i.  10,  11.  and  xv.  22,  23,  4rc*  fo  he,  with  admirable  wif- 
dum,  and  deep  concern  for  their  inflru&ion,  edification,  and  etla- 
blifliment,  enlarged  the  more  copiouily  and  particularly  on  the  molt 
important  and  diuinguifhing  articles  of  the  gofpel-nrvelation  $  begin¬ 
ning,  according  to  his  ufual  method,  with  its  doSrhtes^  and  then  con¬ 
cluding  with  exhortations  to  Chrifiian  duties,  that  were  fa  iced  to  their 
circum  fiances,  and  to  their  privileges  and  obligations.  And  fo  this 
letter  may  be  confidered  as  a  fpecimen  of  the  great  fubjc&s-  of  his 
perfonat  minifirations  to  Jews  and  Gentiles ,  when  he  was  preaching 
tbs  gofpel  to  them. 

In  the  doStrinal  part  of  this  cptftle,  the  principal  point  he  manifefily 
had  in  view,  was  to  lay  out  the  way  of  a  Goner's  acceptance  with  God, 
or  jollification  in  his  fight,  merely  by  grace,  through  faith  in  the 
riphteonfnefs  of  Cbrift,  as  common  to  Jews  and  Gentiles,  without 
diftinttion  of  nations^  and  to  vindicate  it  from  various  objections  that 
were  raifed  again (l  it  by  judaizing  Chriftians,  who  were  for  making 
up  terms  of  acceptance  with  God,  by  a  mixture  of  law  and  gofpel  $ 
aod  were  for  excluding  tbc  uncircumetfed  Gentiles  from  any  Glare  of 
the  bie flings  of  falvarion,  brought -in  by  the  Melliah. 

To  dear  up,  confirm,  and  recommend  this  grand  defign,  he  be¬ 
gins,  after  his  introduction,  which  is  in  the  firft  fifteen  verfes,  with 
aliening  the  doftrine  itfelf.  For  the  proof  of  it,  he  (hews  at  large,  that 
the  Gentiles  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of  nature,  nor  tbc  Jews 
by  the  law  of  Mofes  becaufc  every  individual  perjen  of  both  forte,  was 
a  tranfgrefibr  of  one  or  other  of  thofe  JawB  ,  and  that  therefore  jollifi¬ 
cation  mull  be  alone  through  faith  in  Jefus  Cbrift  :  And  this  he  fur¬ 
ther  ill  u  fixates  by  the  example  of  Abraham,  who  lived  before  the  Mofaic 
law  was  given,  and  was  j ultified,  while  he  was  oncircumcifed,  chap. 
i.  16.  to  the  end  of  chap.  iv.  He  then  carries  the  argument  back  as  far 
as  the  fall  of  Adam,  which  involved  all  mankind  in  fin  and  mifery  ; 
and,  in  the  vail  fulnefs  of  his  thoughts,  he  launches  out  into  an  account 
of  the  excellent  benefits  that  are  brought  in  by  Ohrid,  as  the  fecund 
fidam,  and  public  head  of  all  his  fpiritual  feed,  in  oppolmon  to  the 
fiu  and  death,  condemnation  and  ruin,  that  were  brought  upon  the 
whole  world  by  the  fall  of  ihe  frfl  Adam,  the  common  head  and  pa¬ 
rent  of  all  mankind,  chap.  y.  From  thence  he  proceeds  to  reprefent 
the  obligations  that  believers  are  ncverthelefG  under,  yea,  and  on 
this  very  account,  to  die  unto  fin,  and  live  to  God  *,  together 
with  their  happy  deliverance  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  from  the 
condemning  fentence  of  the  law,  and  from  all  the  dreadful  confc- 

quei:Ces 


The  Preface  to  the  EpiftU  to  the  Romaks* 

quences  of  being  under  (hem,  even  unto  a  triumphant  Yi&ory  over  alt 
tribulation  anti  death  hfelF*  and  an  advancement  to  eternal  glory,  chap, 
yi*  yij.  and  viii,  Then  be  leads  us  to  the  original  of  the  whole  of  this 
difpenfation,  in  the  eternal,  free  purpofe  of  God  ;  and  (hews  that  his 
reje£ting  the  Jews  for  their  unbelief;  and  calling  the  Gentiles  to  a  par¬ 
ticipation  of  the  blcflingsof  the  gofpel,  were  in  c or refpon deuce  to  his 
antient  defign,  and  are  every  way  confident  with  the  divine  wifdom, 
fovereignity,  righreoufnefs,  and  grace;  and  anfwcrs  fever  a  1  objections 
a  gain  ft  this  partly  delightful,  and  partly  awful  difpenfation,  chap,  ix. 
x.  and  xi* 

As  to  the  praBical  part  of  this  epiftle,  we  have  therein  exhortati¬ 
ons  to  a  great  variety  of  perfonal  and  relative  duties,  belonging  to  be¬ 
lievers,  as  members  of  civil  fociety,  and  as  members  of  the  church, 
chap,  xiu  xiii.  xiv.  and  it.  to  i ter,  14,  And  the  whole  is  clofed  with 
an  apology  for  the  apoftle’s  writing  to  them,  and  a  promife  of  making 
them  a  viih  in  perCon,  if  the  Lord  will;  and  with  begging  their  pray* 
era,  and  fending  Chriflian  faiuutions  to' them,  and  a  caution  a  gain  it 
diviiions,  together  with  an  affectionate  ben edi&ion  and  d oxo logy, 
chap*  xv*  ver*  15*  to  the  end  of  the  epiftie* 

Several  learned  exporters  have,  as  I  apprehend,  too  much  narrow¬ 
ed  the  defign  and  ufe  of  the  doBrinal  part  of  this  excellent  Epiftle,  e- 
fpecially  as  future  ages- arc  concerned  in  it;  and  have  been  led  off 
from  the  true  ienfe  of  the  apoftle  by  two  miftakes*  One  (which  re¬ 
lates  to  jujlification )  is  by  their  confining  what  he  fays,  about  the 
works  of  the  law,  to  the  ceremonial  h™,  which  1  think,  as  may  be 
(hewn  in  notes  on  proper  places,  is  to  be  underftood  of  the  whole  fifteen 
of  the  religious  law  of  the  Jews>  indufive  of  the  moral  law*  The 
other  (which  relates  to  God's  cbvfing  and  calling  the  Gentiles ,  and 
rafting  off  rhe  Jews)  lyes  iq  their  confining  what  the  apoftle  fays  on 
thefe  points,  to  the  refpective  bodies  of  thofe  people,  nationally  con- 
fidered,  and  ro  their  external  privileges $  to  the  exduficn  of  the  con¬ 
cernment  of  particular  perfims ,  in  one  or  the  other,  with  reference  to 
their  eternal  Jlate  Whereas  I  take  both  thofe  views  ro  be  aimed  at, 
in  the  apoftlc’s  difeourfe  upon  that  folemn  fubjett  ;  where  he  begins 
with  what  is  perfonal^  relating  to  faving  benefits,  and  proceeds  to 
what  is  national ,  relating  to  external  privileges,  as  may  likewife  be 
(hewn  in  the  Paraphrafe  and  Notes  on  chap,  viii  28.  to  the  end,  and 
chap.  ix.  and  xi*  And  the  fuppofition  of  a  national  eie&km  to  the  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges  of  tb^  gofpel,  naturally  leads  us  to  think,  that  there 
was  an  election  of  perfons  among  G  entiles  ^  as  well  as  Jeivs,  to  faving 
benefits^  who  were  to  be  brought  to  a  participation  of  them,  by  means 
of  the  gofpel :  For  this  is  God's  appointed  and  ordinary  means  of  ef¬ 
fectually  calling  them,  whom  he  has  chofen  to  eternal  life,  chap *  x* 
14,-17.  and  2  Tbejf-  ii.  13,  14*  And  therefore  the  national  is  fo 
far  from  facing  inconfiflent  with,  that  it  is  exclufive  of,  and  foppofes 
a  perfonal  election  of  fome  to  holincfs  and  glory  ;  and  is  fubfervient 
to  God's  defign  of  faving  them,  that  the  national  election  may  not 
jirovt  in  the  event/  to  be  abqrtivc  as  to  alL  For  my  part,4 1  cannot 
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tee  any  fufficieric  reafon,  why  they,  chat  allow  of  <,ue,  fbould  deny 
the  other;  fince  it  feems  as  hard  to  account  for  God’s  chufing  to  fund 
the  only  ordinary  means  of  grace  and  fiivatiou  ro  one  nation,  raiber 
than  another,  as  for  his  chufing  to  male  them  effectual  to  one  perfon 
rathe*  than  another. 


But  no  expofitor  that  I  have  met  with,  carries  the  national  confider- 
atioD  of  ALL  the  glorious  bUffings,  mentioned  in  this  and  o* 

thrr  pans  of  the  N^w  Teftamtm,  as  well  as  thofe  of  election  and  call¬ 
ing,  and  makes  fo  little  of  them,  and  Co  entirely  confines  them  to  ex - 
Urnal  privileges,  as  the  reverend  Mr  John  Taylor ,  whofc  Paraph  rale 
and  Notes  on  the  e  pi  file  to  the  Romans  did  not  come  to  hand  (ill 
mine  were  finithed,  and  tranfcrib<“d  ready  for  the  prefs*  1  have  fmee 
perufed  them,  and  his  prefixed  key  to  the  apcfiolic  writings ,  with  nil 
the  attention  I  am  capable  of,  and  with  a  (incere  defire  oi  receiving 
what  tight  they  might  affjrd,  for  a  better  underftanding  of  ihis  im- 
purtanr  epHHe :  But,  infttad  of  reaping  any  fuch  advantage  from  his 
laboured  performance,  it  appears  to  me  to  he,  by  far,  the  mod  ener¬ 
vating  of  the  apoftle’s  whole  fcheme,  beyond  any  thing  I  had  ever 
fren  before  :  And  in  a  review  of  what  1  bad  prepared,  for  a  pubhea^ 
tion,  in  the  following  (beers,  there  feemed  to  be  little  occafion  to  al- 
ter,  or  add  to  it  ;  the  principal  pans  of  his  hypothecs  and  interpreta¬ 
tions  haring  been,  as  1  hope,  fufficicntly  obviated,  all  along,  in  the 
Paiaphrafe  and  Notes* 


Nevcrthetefs,  I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  in  general,  that,  ac* 
cording  to  this  gentleman’s  way  of  representing  things  in  this,  and  a 
former  attempt  about  original  fin,  human  nature,  in  its  inteflcrhuzl 
■and  moral  powers,  and  in  its  ffiritual  and  eternal  intereHs,  hath  fuSVr- 
ed  little,  or  rather  nothing  by  the  fall*,  and  ALL  the  great  and gkrl- 
out  blclfings,  honours  y  and  privileges  of  the  gafptl,  fuch  as  elect  kn,  vo¬ 
cation,  reconciliation,  fahation,  pardon  of  fins ,  jujiificathn,  adoption, 
regeneration,  fiinftification,  the  gift  of  eternal  life,  and  the  like,  dwin¬ 
dle  inro  what  he  calls  antecedent  bieffings,  by  which  he  means  no 
more  th^n  external ,  national  privileges,  that  belong  to  all  profejjed 
Chriftians  among  the  Gentiles,  the  whole  body  of  them  without  exccp- 
ti*my  (pag-  41,  93);  and  even  thofe,  fays  he,  who  for  their  wickednefs 
Jktiilperifb  eternally f  are  undoubtedly  interejfed  in  them  ally  (pag-  98.) 
This  he  fpeaks  of  as  being  after  the  funK  manner  as  the  fame  blef- 
tings  belonged  to  the  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  under  the  Old  Te  (la¬ 
ment;  and,  as  he  further  adds,  the  grace  of  the  gofpel  actually  extends 
to  all  mankind ;  and  it  is  certain  that  all  men  atluaify  have  a  /bare  in 
the  mercy  of  God  and  Ghrijl  Jefus$  as  appears  from  the  xunverfality  of 
the refurreBictty  (pag.  na*)  So  rhar,  according  to  his  account,  there 
is  nothing  internal  or  efficacious,  in  any  of  chele  great  and  glorious 
bleffingr,  to  diflrnguifh  one  perfon  from  another,  but  all  the  benefit 
c i  thvm,  which  he  calls  eonfeqvent  blcffings,  depends  upon  a  min's 
own  virtue.  Upon  the  whole,  he  tells  us,  (pag*  96*)  that  his  chief 
intention  is  to  efiahlifb  a  double  jhfiification  cr  jalvation,  which,  with 


him,  are  terms  of  (he  fame  import;  one  is  antecedent,  merely  by  a 
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frofejjim  of  faith,  which  is  common  to  all  GhriJUans*  good  and  W* 
(pg.  rttf.)  ;  and  the  other  final  or  confequent ,  which  is  the  ijfttc  of  a  ho¬ 
ly  and  obedient  lift*  Accordingly,  he  fuppofes  that  the  apcjtte  argues 
about  thf Jirfi  jifUJUation  in  the  five  jirft  chapters  of  this  fpiji  lep  and 
about  the  fecond  in  the  fixth  chapter*  {pag*  123.)  That  this  is  a  fair 
and  candid  representation  of  his  fenfe  in  the  quoted  pages,  and  m 
many  other  places,  nmflly  in  his  own  words,  and  never  otherwife, 
imlefs  for  abbreviation  feke*  I  appeal  to  every  one  that  has  read  him* 

As  to  his  notion  about  original  Jin ,  the  reader  may  judge  of  that 
from  the  fenfe  given  in  the  following  paraphraft  on  thepaffages  which 
relate  to  that  doclnne,  and  from  the  notes*  which  are  fubjoined  to  il¬ 
ia  ftrate  or  fupport  it;  And  if  what  is  offered  throughout  on. this  e* 
piftle,  with  refpeft  to  that,  and  other  points  moft  nearly  concerned 
in  this  gentleman’s  feheme,  he  found  to  feand,  as  1  trull  it  will,  in 
the  main  at  leaft,  though  I  am  far  from  pretending  to  infallibility  \ 
his  fenfe  of  them  mufl>  of  confequence,  be  all  wrong,  and  extreme¬ 
ly  pernicious  to  the  bringing  in  of  a  quite  new  gofpel,  which  the  apnf- 
tie  never  thought  of*  To  maintain  this,  our  Paraphrqfi  is  forced  to 
niter  the  common,  natural,  well -known,  and  Iong*efhblifbcd  pfe  cf 
language,  which  he  imagines  himfeif  warranted  to  do,  as  haring  djf. 
covered  the  univerfai  miflake  of  mankind,  in  the  ideas  they  have  al¬ 
ways  :iff] itd  to  itT  by  comparing  a  great  number  of  texts  in  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament,  (pag*  iMa  &c*) 

Among  the  vaft  variety  of  conllru&ions  .which  be  would  put  upon 
the  words  right eoufnefs  and  jujHfcathrij  to  ferve  his  jmrpole  in  that 
Urge  collection,  mo  ft  of  them  are  fo  exceeding  arbitrary,  lax,  and 
vague,  that  no  determinate  idea  can  be  fixed  to  thofe  terms,  which 
may  figuify  almoft  whatever  any  one  pleafes*  Sometimes,  it  fee  nit, 
they  mean  juftif  cation  and  falvation,  in  a  fenfe  of  his  own,  different 
from  the  common  ufe  of  the  words:  At  others,  they  fignify  moral 
re£litude  in  general  mercy  and goodnefs  s  faving  mercy*  faving goodmjs ; 
preferring,  delivering  goodnefs ;  deliverance*  ref  oration  or  the  hap* 
fine  ft  that  attends  it  ;  temporal  deliverance  and fttlvati&i  ;  deliverance 
from  death*  from  Jin *  and  condemnation  ;  a  grant  tf  favour,  jsr  of  anj 
-benfft  or  Concur  \  the  donation  of  privileges ,  or  honours^  cr,  per  baps x 
frsfptrity  and  peace*  joy  and  gtaJncfs*  To  fum  up  all,  . be  thinks  they 
fignify  any  grew#  of favour^  any  infante  tf  mercy  andgoodnefs,  where* 
by  Gai  delivers*  or  exempts  from  any  kind  of  fufftring  or  calamity,  cr 
confers  ant  favour*  hlcjfmg ,  or  privilege,  whether  temporal  or  fpir;- 

tUii],  (pag.  1 21*} 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  throw  all  uncertainty  upon  the  mean* 
ing  of  thefe  terms,  by  bis  numerous  quotations,  and  his  own  con* 
flruclicns  of  them,  he  takes  the  liberty  of  fixing  upon  one  fenfe  ct 
them,  which  is  indeed  leaft  of  z)l  pointed  out  in  his  cited  paflagts,  to 
fignify  what  be  would  make  to  be  the  moft  precife  notion  of  bis fir;l 
jufl  if  cation,  which,  he  fays,  tip  apofle  contends  for  in  the  five  frji 
chapters  of  this  epiftlc*  namely.  The  calling  of  the  Gentiles ,  and 
their  being  admitted^  upon  faiths  into  thp  peculiar  fatpUy  4W  king  - 
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i^mofGodj  (pag«  125.}  And  be  fuppofcs,  Though  tloubrlcfs  many 
will  be  otherwife  minded,  that  the  various  f  safes  he  has  given,  being 
duly  confidered*  it  -mill  not  appear  at  all  ft  range*  if  the  apoftle  applies 

the  terms ,  righteoufnefs,  or  jutHGcation,  and  being  jollified.  to  the 
important  affair  cf  our  deliverance  from  the  power  of  heathenifb  dark* 
nef$%  and  our  being  admitted  into  the  church  and  -covenant  of  Cody  as 
VfC  were  idolatrous  Gentiles  d/?J  to  ail  the  ho  ottrs^  privileges  t  grants? 
and  donations >  belonging  to  the  peculiar  people  of  Cody  ( pag.  izt*J 
evidently  meaning,  as  in  ocher  places  he  rxprHfrs  it,  to  nil  that  pro* 
ftfi  to  believe  l he  gofpcf  whether  they  be  good  or  bad * 

According  to  this  opinion,  the  greatelt  debauchees*  the  moil  rilflta* 

line  and  profane  people,  that  profefs  to  believe  the  gofpel  in  this 
Cbriftian  Ha-ion,  are  as  much  jiflifiedy  and  pardoned  in  God*!  mercy 
andgoodnefs?  for  ever  to  be  adored?  as  the  hoi  left  Taint  upon  earth  ;  or 
tariier  there  is  really  now  a-*Ltvs ,  no  fuch  thing  as  pardon  :md  jttflifica* 
rion,  with  refpefl  to  ptrfonal  offences,  in  our  world,  uiikfe  of  con* 
verts  from  beathenifh  itarknefs  and  idolatry  j  no3  nor  was  there  any 
room  for  the  pardon  and  juftificaticm  of  the  believing  Jews  in  the  a* 
folk's  days'?  they  having  been  free  from  heathcmjh  darkticfs  and  idc- 
hirry,  and  fo,  in  this  author's  (Wife,  been  all  nationally  pardoned  and 
juti(fxcd  before ;  Anri  yei  the  apoftle  preached  to  them  tnc  J'orgivenefs 
of  fins  through  Jefus  Chrijl ;  affuring  them?  that  by  him ,  all  that  believe 
are  jufiiftedj ram  ail  things?  from  which  they  could  not  be  jttjlijtcd  by  the 
law  if  Mofes*  {dels  xiii.  3^,  39  )  Surely  then,  when  he  preached 
pardon  and  juflific’itioii  to  the  Jews?  through  fmh  in  Chrift,  he  meant 
ft  une  thing  different  frrim  a  deliverance  from  the  ponver  of  heat  he  niffs 
darknefs  and  idolatry  ;  and  fomething  more?  than  they  already  were 
ytiilmtally  partakers  of,  as  the  prof  effing  people  of  Go  h 

Anti  ifj  according  to  this  writers  fuppofmon,  [png,  27,  29:.)  alt 
the  Jews  were  already  pardoned  and  julbficd  by  the  Abralmnic  cove¬ 
nant,  then  they  obtained  no  other  pardon  and  juAiftcacion  by  belie¬ 
ving  in  Child,  than  they,  merely  as  Jews?  bad  before.  And  there* 
iow  pardon?  jujlifuatkn?  fiilvaiion?  See.  in  the  New  Teftatnent,  mufi 
ordinarily  have  a  different  meaning  from  what  merely  relates  to  final 
privileges  and  bkflmgs  as  were  nationally  enjoyed  by  the  whole  body 
of  the  Jews?  without  dift  melton  ;  and  this  overthrows  the  foundation 
of  our  author**  fcheme,  in  his  arguing*  from  the  correspondence  of 
thefe,  to  thole  bkdingF,  as  though  they  were  of  the  fame  import. 
And  if  n  appears  frbtn  the  univrrfality  of  the  refur  reRion?  that  the 
grace  cf  the  go/pcl  a  finally  extends  to  ALL  Mankind,  (as  he  aflVns 
/vy,  112,)  then  the  heathen  nations,  that  never  heard  the  gofpej, 
jiud  not  only  be  railed  at  the  taft  day  ;  but  th e  grjee  of  the  gofpcl  ac¬ 
tually  extends  to  them  rJfo,  as  well  as  to  prof  effing  Chrijiians *  And 
v:h:it  can  be  coir.liided  from  hence,  Wot  tlut  all  mankind?  iticlufive  of 
th;  heathens  themfelves,  Ih.dl  have  a  beneficial  refurrection  to  lilV  ? 


lie  makes  no  diltmttion  between  jujtijicalion  and  falvathn?  though 
they  -ire  fo  plainly  diflinguHhcd  in  thi*  epUHc,  chap*  v.  p  where  it 
U  faidj  Alucb  more  being  now  jujltfiej  by  Chriffs  blood?  we  flail  be  Ja * 
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vedfrom  wrath  through  him :  Nor  doth  he  male  any  diftin&ion between 
external  and  effectual  catlings  though  the  apoftle  rxpreiiJy  fpeaks  of 
fon>  fbar  were  lo  called,  according  to  God's  purpofe ,  as  to  be  botli/ij£ 
tijled  aud  ghrifed,  {chap*  vui.  28,  30,)  ;  and  out  blcfled  Lord  fayfij 
Matty  arc  called f  but  few  are  chof*nt  {Matth*  ixm*  14,)  Nor  doth 
he  diftirguifli  between  external  .tnd  internal  relation  to  Chrift  and  hi* 
church  ;  though  our  L<>fd  liimfitlf  makes  an  evident  diftinfiion  be* 
tween  thofe  that  were  in  him  by  vifible  prof tf ion  and  external  rela¬ 
tion  ^  and  others,  that  were  a!fo  in  him  by  vital  union)  John  xv*  6. 
and  the  a  pottle  John ,  {1  EpijL  ii«  19.)  dittinguilhcs  between  mere 
prof  effort)  and  reAChrijiuinsy  faying,  They  went  out  from  us,  but  they 
were  net  qf  us  ;  For  if  they  had  been  of  aj>  they  would,  no  doubt)  have 
continued  with  us  :  But  they  went  outy  that  they  might  be  made  mani* 
fejU  that  they  were  not  dll  oj  us * 

Our  apatite  indeed  fpcaks  of  pardon,  JuJiif cation,  falvatkn,  dre*  as 
the  common  privileges  of  all  in  the  churches  of  Chrift  to  which  he 
wrote*  whether  hey  con  rifted  of  Jewijh,  of  Gentile  converts  ;  But  it 
was  not  merely  on  account  of  their  proftfion,  hut  of  the  credibility  of  it, 
and  fo  cf  their  being,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  real  Chrifli&ns,  as ic 
was  meet  for  him  to  think  of  them  ally  {Phil*  u  7,)  and  the  better  part 
of  them  were  fc  in  truth.  Why  then  might  not  the  denomination  of 
the  whole,  as  to  their  fpi  ritual  privileges  and  faving  benefits*  be  taken 
from  the  better  part  of  rheip»  on  a  charitable  preemption,  that  every 
one  was  what  he  credibly  pi orefled  to  be,  till  his  behaviour  fhe wed 
the  contrary  l  In  which  cafe  he  was  to  be  caft  our  of  the  church,  as 
the  apattle  wrote  to  the  Corinthians  to  do  by  the  ince/lttous  perfon, 
( f  Cor *  V*  3,  4,  5.}  This  carried  an  intimation,  that  the  fpecial  blcf- 
fingn  of  the  New  Tcftameiit-church,  fignified  by  an  external  commu¬ 
nion  with  irt  belonged  only  to  fincere  believers,  and  not  to  mere  pro* 
fefibrs,  whufe  conversion  (hewed  that  thpy  were  destitute  of  the  fa¬ 
cing  grace  of  God* 

There  weft  always  fqundm d  rotten  profeflbrs  in  the  vijible  church, 
which  were  fignified  under  the  Old  Teftamcnt*  by  the  good  and  bad 
Jigs  in  the  piophet  Jeremiah's  vifion,  chap*  rxivT  and,  under  the 
'gofpcUftate,  by  the  wheat  and  tares  growing  together ,  till  the  harvefi% 
in  our  Lord's  parable,  Maith*  xiii*  24,-30.  And  as  it  appears  from 
the  cptlUe  to  the  Romans  irielf,  chap *  ii,  28,  29.  and  ix«  6.  that  a  di- 
ftinclicu  is  to  be  made  between  only  vifihie  and  real  ffraelites,  and 
ChriJHans  ;  fo  Every  and  All*  to  whom  gofpclrhcncfits  pertain,  are  not 
ro  be  coiifidercd  as  fignifying  alt  and  every  one  ta  whom  the  a  pottle 
wrote,  any  other  wife  than  as  belonging  to  them  refpe£HVeIy,  in  one 
or  other  of  thofe  different  vjews  ;  For  though  neither  all  the  Israelites  f 
nor  a]*  the  members  of  gofp^t-churches,  were  cbofin,  called,  juflijteJ, 
ftnFHfcd  dcc^  in  a  faring  fenfef  yet  many  of  them  were  fo  5  and  ali 
thefe  glorious  privileges  and  bldfings  belonged,  at  prefent,  really  and 
■  effectually  to  thefe,  and  only  preemptively,  iii  the  judgment  oi  cha* 
to  others.  But  unlefs  there  had  been  fame,  even  among  the 
.  jfrw-t  themfelvfcs,  under  the  Did  Teftament'difpeiifdUon,  that  were 

Ijraetitci, 
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Jfraelites  indeed*  and  Co  were  really  partakers  of  thefe  benefits*  in 
the  flrift  and  faying  fenft,  and  might  humbly  claim  them  by  fairh 
as  already  theirs  j  it  can  fcarcely  be  thought  that  they  would  have  been 
reprefenred,  as  pertaining*  in  the  vifiblt  adminiftration  of  the  cove¬ 
nant*  to  the  whole  body  of  that  people ;  or  that  it  was  not  with  a  fpe- 
rial  regard  to  the  cirasmcifed  in  hearty  which  were  always,  more  or 
Ids,  among  them*  that  fucb  great  things  were  laid  of  them*  Much 
lefs  can  any  thing  like  this  be  imagined  under  the  Njw  Teftamcnt* 
ftate,  in  which  not  national  birth,  but  religious  and  moral  ^baraSere 
arc  rep  referred*  as  n  e  cellar  y  to  bring  us  into  a  vifiblc  covenanwcl-i* 
non  to  God*  through  Chrift,  and  give  us  a  claim  to  all  the  privileges 

aruibleffings  of  the  gofpc.bdifpixifarion* 

And  therefore  ail  this  writer's  large  colleflion  of  teits,  to  give  a 
low  turn  ro  the  fpecial  bleflings  of  the  New  Tefta  mem- church*  as  if 
they  were  only  national  and  external,  and  were  equally  common  to  all 
profeffing  Chriftians*  whether  good  a?  bad,  may  be  eafily  fet  to  rights* 
by  a  mod  natural  and  obvious  fup  petition,  that  the  apoftle  fpeaks  of 
thefe  blellings,  according  to  the  judgment  of  charity*  as  belonging  to 
the  whole  body  of  credible  proftffors,  while  be  mutt  be  undcrltood  to 
mean,  that  only  true  believers,  who  are  often  deferibed  by  ditiinguilh* 
iag  characters*  were  realty  in  the  highett  fenfe*  partakers  of  them  t 
And  it  was  impoffihle  that  he,  who  did  not  know  the  hearts  of  all 
piofcflor*,  fhould  fpeak  to*  or  concerning  them,  any  othervife*  than 
according  to  their  credible  profriTion  of  faith  $  which  is  indeed  the 
only  rule  of  men's  judging  concerning  rhem*  and  is  the  only  minifteriat 
warrant  for  admitting  them  to  all  the  externa I  privileges  of  the  cove* 
nant,  or  for  pronouncing  its  fpirhual  and  eternal  bie flings  upon  than  } 
but  this  doth  not  entitle  them  to,  or  ftcure  their  falvation*  unkfs  they 
be  in  heart  whar  they  appear  ro  be  in  life.  Hence  motives  and  obli¬ 
gations  toholinefs  and  obedience  were  urged  upon  all  profeffing  Chri- 
ftians,  as  the  means  of  God’s  appointment  for  arriving  at  eternal  life* 
according  to  thr  infep  arable  connection  which  God  and  the  very  na¬ 
ture  of  things  have  made  between  holinefs  here  and  happinefi  here¬ 
after:  And  when  the  lives  of  any  were  inconfiftcnt  wiih  their  Chri- 
ftian  profeiCon,  the  apoftle  warned  them  of  their  danger,  to  excite 
their  care  and  diligence*  left  they  fhould  deceive  their  owp  fouls,  and 
fall  fh«rt  of  heaven  $  alluring  them,  that  the  unrighteous  Jball  not  in * 
herit  the  kingdom  of  God,  (t  Co/r,  vi*  9.) 

Our  author's  firjly  jujlifying  faith*  and  fecond,  working  faith,  arc 
really  no  other  than  two  different  kinds  of  faith*  one  in  mere  profef* 
fors,  and  the  other  in  found  believers,  as  the  frith  only  dotlrinal^ 
kijlorical *  or  notional;  and  the  fecond  is  ftneere *  feared  in  the  heart, 
as  a  vital  principle  there*  and  productive  of  good  works  ;  and  fo  ones 
is  effectual  to  falvarton,  while  the  other  leaves  a  man  where  it  found 
him*  as  to  his  ftate  before  God*  and  title  m  eternal  life*  But  whv 
may  not  true  Christians  be  faid  to  be  favingly  pardoned ,  jitjiijhd9 
pnflifud,  &c*  through  %  Gncere  and  cordial  ftith,  inthcir  fir  it  belie¬ 
ving,  as  well  as  afterwards  >  an d  to  be  really  iuterdUd,  at  prsfent,  in 
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all  fp! ritual  anti  heavenly  bJvilings,  fo  as  to  be  fecured,  by  divrntf 
grace,  from  ever  falling  (hort  ot  their  u  tin  oft  pjrfeftion  in  gh»ry  l  For 
they  receive  forgiveneji  xfl  Jim,  and  mi  inheritance  among  them  that 
are  fanftified^  by  one  and  rhe  fame  faith  in  Chriji  JefitS :  and  ail  that 
are  beget  ten  to  a  lively  hope,  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through 
faith  vvto  falvation,  (^Wrxxvi*  j8*  and  i  Pet «  i*  3,—  5-) 

According  to  this  gentleman**  iVnti  meins,  the  Chrijlian,  as  far  aft  I 
fee,  has  little,  if  any,  advantage  of  the  heathen,  with  refpc£t  to  eter* 
fid/ fa  1  rati  on :  For  he  fay*,  the  virtuous  heathen  may  be  eternally  fa- 
vedr  as  well  as  the  virtuous  Chrifiian,  and  repr*  ferns  virtue,  as  proper* 
tiered  to  advantages,  (png*  104.)  H nice  it  clearly  follows,  (hat  left 
degrees  of  virtue  in  a  heathen,  are  equal  to  greater  degrees  of  It  in  a 
Chriftran  ;  hecaufe  the  Chtif)  iati’s  advantages  are  greater  than  bis, 
N*j\,  according  to  this  lchtmc,  the  heathens  leem  to  have  been  in  a 
better  (late,  in  fome  refpecl  af  leaft,  than  the  Jews  were  in,  under 
the  Mofaie  law :  For  the  Gentiles  were  freed  from  the  laborious  and 
ex  pen  live  fervices  of  the  Jews,  and  from  their  bondage-frame  of  fpi* 
rit,  which  aroft  from  the  dark  and  terrible  difpenfatiou  they  were  un¬ 
der*,  am!  yet  the  Gentiles,  on  account  of  tbtir  lower  degrees  of  vir¬ 
tue,  Uotul  as  fair  for  acceptance  with  God  as  the  Jews\  and  the  fins 
of  (he  y*"ivj  'were  more  provoking,  as  they  w^rc  committed  againft 
bight r  mercies,  means,  and  obligations,  than  theirs:  And  no  one 
prf effing  Ghrijtian  h  more  beholden  than  another  to  the  wonderful 
grace  of  Corf,  which  this  author  fo  much  magnifies,  all  along,  in  his 
jirji  juflificathn,  pardon,  adoption,  fanSIificat ion,  &c.  fince,  accord¬ 
ing  to  him,  all  that  grace  lyes  only  in  God’s  giving  thefe  exfero^blef- 
fings  of  the  gofpel,  in  common  to  all  that  profefs  to  believe  it »  and 
equally  mterefting  every  one  of  them,  whether  good  or  bad,  in  all  its 
■glorious  privileges  upon  their  prof  effing  to  believe  :  Bur  1  can  net  find 
that  he  has  any  gtuat  thoughts  of,  or  fays  much  about  ary  other  grace 
than  this. 


He*  as  has  been  obferved,  fays,  His  chief  intention  is  to  cfUblifh 
a  double  juflificauon,  (0*96,)  which  be  calls  the  firjl  juflifleation, 
upon  .prof effing  to  believe  in  this  world  5  and  the  feemd  or  final  jttf- 
tificathn ,  upon  our  works,  when  we  have  finifhed  our  courfe  at  the 
<liy  of  jtuVnent.  But,  after  ail,  the  difference  h?  would  make  be- 


ivtcen  thclc,  m:>y,  I  think,  be  fairly  accounted  for,  by  confidering 
the  /;>//»  as  conjhtut've  jnjii float  ion  j  and  the  fecond,  as  publicly  de¬ 
clarative  in  *  judicial  procefs,  upon  proper  evidence  of  the  fincerity 
of  our  faith,  and  coiifrquaniy  of  the  reality  of  our  faring  intereft  in 
Chrili,  by  our  works,  which  facing  faith  produces,  and  are  ncceflary 
to  be  pratlifed  by  thofe  that  ar«r  j unified  j  and  which,  when  brought 
to  light  at  the  great  day,  will  fhew  the  impartiality  of  the  final  feu- 
tence,  that  ihall  adjudge  them  to  eternal  life,  on  account  of  the  llc^ 
deemer’s  righceoufnds,  through  faith  in  him- 

And  as  to  this  author's  darling  notion,  that  the  apoftle  argues  about 
the  firjl,  or  antecedent  jvfliflcniion,  which  gives  m  title  to  eternal 
life,  in  the  firfi  five  chapters  of  this  cpiftlc*  aud  about  confident 

jufii* 
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juJlificdtion$  which  depends  on  our  works*  in  the  Jixth  chapter* 
{pag.  123,-1150  It  does  not  appear  to  me*  that  the  apoftle  argues 
about  Juftific&tion)  at  all;  in  the  Jixth  chapter  3  but  rather  about 
obligations  to  fan&ificati&t  and  obedience)  as  the  fruit  of  jufttlying 
faith*  And  whoever  attentively  conliders  the  juflifeathn  by  faiths 
and  by  grace9  which  is  dtfeoarfed  on  particularly  in  the  fifth  chapter* 
muft  furcly  think*  that  it  is  more  than  *  common  national  privilege* 
without  any  Javing  efe(l9  to  the  whole  body  of  prof ejfing  Cbriftians* 
whether  good  or  bad  ;  and  that  it  is  fuch  a  juftificcion*  as  (hall  en¬ 
tirely  iffue*  through  divine  grice*  in  final  and  complete  fnlvitiorw  as 
much  as  any  other  juftiiication  mentioned  in  this  epiftk,  or  any 
where  elfe  in  the  New  Teft  ament*  For  thefc  vary  perfons,  who  are 
thus  jijlijicd  by  faith)  are  laid  already  to  have  peace  with  Cod *  throy 
our  Lord  Jefuf  Cbrtft ;  and  to  have  ascefs  by  faith  into  that  ft  a  re  o£ 
grace^  wherein  they  Jlaitd  rejoicing  in  hope  cf  the  ghry  of  6W,  (ver. 
1,2.)  and  of  thefe  very  perfons  it  is  faid*  That*  being  now  jujlfted 
by  Chrifi*s  bloody  they  Jball  much  more  be  faved  from  wrath  thro'tgh 
kirn ;  and  being  reconciled  by  bis  death)  much  more  jball  they  be  faved 
by  bis  lift)  {ver.  9,  10*};  and  they  that  receive  abundance  of  grace y  and 
of  the  gift  f  rigbteoufmfi ,  Jball  reign  in  life  by  one  Jefus  Chrijf,  (ver- 
jy.)  Hence  it  is  called  jufiification  of  life  ;  and  grace  is  faid  to  reign 
through  rightecufnefs  to  eternal  life 5  by  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord)  (ver.  tS, 
21*}  What  eiprefljons  can  he  more  peremptory  and  fignifiesuat  than 
thefe  to  allure  us  of  the  eternal  falvacion  of  all  thofe  that  arc  thus  jtif- 
tified  and  reconciled  to  God*  on  their  jirjt  believing  i  And  yet  it 
feems  all  thefe  fay  nothing  about  a  man’s  being  entitled  to  heaven* 
and  finally  faved* 

Upon  the  whole  then*  I  am  folly  fatisfied*  that  this  writer’s  key  by 
no  means  fits  the  wards  $  and  never  can  unlock  the  true  feheme  and 
defign  of  this  cpilile  *  or  give  us  any  juft  view  of  the  glorious  gofpet 

of  the  bkjfed  Codf  which  was  committed  to  the  apoille's  tnifti  ( 1  Tim* 

*  \  *  * 

1. 11.) 
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The  Epifile  to  tie  Romans  paraphrased. 


Ch.i, 


CHAP.  I. 

7/«  ape  file  Paul,  by  way  of  iut/oduOion  to  the  whole  epiflky  ajferts  bts 
ccinmijjiofiy  i , — 6.  Salutes  the  jaints  at  Rome,  7.  Blejfes  Getl,  and 
prays  for  them,  8,—  ;o.  Expreffes  his  defire  and  purpofe  to  fee,  and 
preen  h  to  them,  t ;  ,—15.  He  then  enters  on  his  maindefign  about  the 
sofpel  way  cf  j unification  by  faith  for  JcwiaW  Gentiles,  16,  17* 
And  Jets  forth  the  fins  of  the  Gentile*,  to  Jbevt  that  they  could  net  be 
jufiified  by  the  law  of  nature,  18, — 3a. 


‘I'flUT. 

PA  1)1.,  a  fer- 

V'jiu  rtf  fetus 

an  ap  dlle,  fepa- 

ra*crt  unto  the 
fnfpd  of  God, 


Paraphrase. 


"  - -  -  i  *  — - : —  r -  j  • 

feffors,  now  count  it  my  honour  to  he  the  humW,  o- 
bedienr,  and  devoted  ferrant  of  Jcfua  Chrift,  the  only 
Saviour  of  loft  fmners;  he  having,  not  only  changed 
my  heart  by  his  wonderful  grace,  but  alfo  com  million* 
ed  me,  by  his  immediate  authority,  fince  his  refurrec* 
tion  and  exaltation,  to  be  one  of  his  apoftlea  f,  and 
that  particularly  to  the  Gentiles*  This  then  is  my  cha¬ 
racter,  and  I  magnify  mine  office^  {chap*  ri*  13*)  it  be¬ 
ing  my  highett  ambition  to  b  known  and  owned,  and 
ro  be  called  by  this  name  The  delight¬ 

ful,  honourable  work  to  which  I  was  freely  choftn 
in  God's  eternal  purpofe,  and  defignediy  federated 
from  my  mother**  ( GaL  i*  1  j.)  j  for  which  1  af¬ 

terwards  was  richly  furntlhcd,  and  to  which  I  was  So¬ 
lemnly  fcit  apart,  and  gave  rnyfelf  up,  hy  the  fpecid  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  {ASs  xiiw  2*}  as  welt  as  by 
the  immediate  appointment  of  Chrift,  This  noble  work, 
1  fay,  is  that  of  preaching  the  gofpd,  even  the  glad 

ridings 

NOTES. 

1  For  an  acconnr  of  P&alt  and  of  hit  be*  Urnfe  (hat  bel  Wed-  And  at  Pcul  was  made 
ire  generally  called  by  thh  name  after  hi*  the  great  1  pottle  of  the  Gr«ri/rf,  he  had  all 
convcTfmn  and  cA\  10  the  apoftteihip,  lee  the  thde  qo^lrlicatjons  for  his  office ;  He  had  fee:* 
noie  on  sftii  via-  58,  the  Lord  after  hit  refuircOiop,  and  beard 

+  rfyvnlts  fi^tfy  per fons /fir/ ;  and  the  a-  h-ra  fpcajt  from  heaven*  1  Car  ix  3.  and  xv* 
r^itkb  tif  nm  Lord  wert  the  prime  inirtiftcrt  8*  and  AH$  U-  4-  He  received  Iw  authority 
nf  hie  Si’n^rri,  n'bo  were  fe«t  immediately  not  front  men,  Init  immediattly  from  Chrift 
by  biiiifcti  at  hi*  firO  Jetting  it  np  in  the  himfelf,  who  fern  him  to  die  Gen  nit t>  and 
vioiit]  There  octct  were,  nor  ever  can  tic  revealed  to  him  what  he  wat  to  preach  10 
any  fcrcffitirs  to  their  fpccfct  charafKirs*  pri*  them,  Atf s  lxIL  17,  18,  nf  and  mi*  tc, 
viJeges*  and  powers,  in  after-ages  of  the  Gtff  L  r,  r  i,— rtf,  and  Epb.  ttt  i*— 

church  ;  F*r  they  were  only  fuch,  u  had  8.  Aud  he  was  endued  with  sJi  apoftolic 
ifen  hcaid  the  Lord  after  he  was  riftn  powrrs,  in  lb  much  that  he  was  *iA  a  ujt,f 
from  the  dcadf  and  were  font  to  trftify  his  fchiaJ  the  very  (a  C ?r  at-  s*) 

remrreOkin,  as  eye  amt  ear-witntfles,  and  to  Sec  Mbftt&fatr*  effiy  a. 
publiih  the  vholc  feheme  of  :hc  gofpc',  un-  |  Dr  Goodwill  obferves,  on  Eph*  i.  1,  that 
derail  immediate  inspiration  of  h»*  Spirit :  and  to  or  itx  apart, 

they  were  fu'niftied  *iih  mtrKulnuj  powers,  fcO  tWcr  / irw :  Tbcvcftic  rfofCf  ftntvxrtt 


they  were  I u -mined  with  mtrKumws  powen,  lc«  Wfr  things ;  Thcvcfarc  rfofCf  JcnU 
f»r  conlitining  and  vindicating  the  <t^trka  ate  olfnl  ttpSerifms  ;  and  in  this  refpeft  out 
they  preached,  and  conferring  the  gifts  or  ipotile  is  called  4  tboftv  vqpty  that  is,  a  chedee 

Veiled  10  bear  Chrift  *  name,  A£h*  ta.  if* 


mey  preacneu,  and  con  ten-mu  rn 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  by  hying  ticir 


aa 


■  f  \ 


Cb.  i. 


73*  Eptftk  to  tb*  Romans  parapbrefed 


345 


}  Concerning 
bis  Son  Jcfus 
C.irirt  wtr  Lord, 
wlii^h  was  made 
of  the  teed  ol  Da-* 
vid  according  to 
the  Btlh, 


b 

tidings  of  falvation,  which  God  himfelf  is  the  author  of, 
and  has  made  known,  as  the  revelation  of  his  mind  and 
will,  with  reference  to  the  gracious  recovery  of  apof- 
tace  (inner*,  among  the  Gentile*  as  well  as  J«w»  tnro’ 
a  Redeemer. 

*  h*  2  Which  bleffed  gofpcl  *,  though  it  has  been  hut 

it  lately  publijhed  in  all  its  light,  grace,  and  glory,  is  no 

pnerr  in  ih«  b«ly  new  invention,  nor  the  contrivance  of  men  }  but  is  en» 
toiputct,)  tirely  of  God,  who  in  former  ages  gave  various  hints 

of  it  by  his  infpired  prophets,  with  promifes  of  its  be* 
ing  more  fully  and  explicitly  revealed  in  due  time,  as 
thele  are  contained  in  the  facred  oracles,  which  are 
differenced  from  all  merely  human  writings,  by  the  di* 
vine  purity  of  their  do&rines}  by  the  holinefs  of  their 
original,  tendency,  and  dcGgn  $  and  by  the  falsifying 
effects  which  they  are  the  means  of  producing  in  them 

that  believe; 

Concerning  3  The  main  fubjeft  of  this  glorious  gofpel  of  the 
Son  Jcfus  bleffed  God,  relates  to  his  own  eternal,  and  only  he* 

!  gotten  Son,  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  anointed  Saviour,  y out’s 

MiedoiDa.  and  mine,  and  the  only  Lord  of  our  faith,  worlhip, 
ecording  to  and  obedience ;  even  that  wonderful  and  adorable  per* 

ld  !’  fon,  who  in  two  diftinft  natures  is  both  God  and  man. 

As  to  his  human  nature,  or  flelhi  y  defeent,  it  was  from 
that  renowned  patriarch  David,  of  whom  ir  was  pro* 
phefied,  that  the  MrfBah  (]>ould  be  the  fruit  of  his  bo¬ 
dy,  and  fit  upon  hit  throne:  ( Pjal .  cxxxii.  u.  compared 
with  Afts  ii.  30.} 

\  ml  declared  4  And  as  to  his  divine  nature ,  which  is  abfolutely 

power*  fpirituil,  and  infinitely  holy  in  itfelf,  and  preferred  bis 
■ding  to  the  human  nature  from  all  defilement,  and  fo  may  be  cal* 
t  of  Jaolincfj,  ]ed  the  Spirit  of  holinefs ,  ht  was  what  he  all  along  pre- 

feffed  himfelf  to  be,  and  eternally  had  been,  in  the 
in  oft  eminent  and  exalted  fenfe,  even  the  Son  of  God, 
poffefTed  of -the  fame  nature  and  perfections  with  the 
Father  i  And  {***»«r)  be  was  deternmiatcjy  avowed, 
openly  proclaimed,  and  convincingly  demonftrared  to 
be  fo,  according  to  the  manifeft  proof  that  was  given 
of  it  by  the  immediate  exertion  ofhis  own  divine  power  f, 

and 

K  O  T  X  S. 

The  apofUe  no  neotwoci  the  a< xat  diig  te  the  ;  an<1  fo  dw  *nfnhtfn  is 

/,  but  hi*  he*rt  wu  fo  wanned  and  fill-  very  hcmriJu]  between  (*aw*  W 

iih  a  fenfe  of  its  trafifeendent  nctllencrf  inj  teJ&t'Spirii  here,  W  - 

be  wee  t  into  an  high  encomium  of  ir,  torhtg  fathtjUfa  vcr.  3*  Hut  if  wt  con  (ir  ter 

i)f  Chrift  its  chief  fuhjctf*  in  this  «J  it*  i;  is  /hr  primpU  «f  the  power  hy  which 

i  Mlovi'iajj  v erics,  Chrifl  was  ratted  from  the  dead,  for  rltiWD* 

If  tfo  SpirJ  tf  h  hw  ton  fide  m3  ftraitn^  him  to  be  the  $d*>  of  Godt  It  may’ 

wjJm  hf  ihcfntft  irt  which  Chrifl\wa*  fi^ify,  cither  bis  own  divine  nature,  or  the 
jg  $}'Gr>Jt  it  evidently  gullies  hi*  own  liuly  Spirit,  tbc  thin!  Pcrton  in  ifce  adorable 
>  Wr'f,  in  oppofilbn  to  urfaat  he  vu  Trinity.  Atti  yet*  acid's  bis  own  Hrvii.* 

power 


4  And  declared 
ttbi  the  Son  of 
God  with  power, 
according  to  the 

/pint  of  holinefs, 


but  hit  heart  was  fo  wanned  and  fill- 
ej  ulih  a  fenfe  of  its  tranfixndcnt  eacellmcT, 
tl-  tt  he  wee t  into  on  high  encomium  of  ir, 
Md  of  Chrift  Its  chief  fiihjcfl*  in  chU  and  it* 
tjrjl  fallowing  v erics, 

f  If  ire  Spirli  cf  foiiatfi  is  heft  cmifideird 
&  u-prtffivd  g[ ihc ftsft  iti  which  Chrifl\w*s 
l.r  Sjg  $/'  Gr*Jt  it  evidently  fv^uiiics  Uh  own 
.  Wr'f,  in  cppo&taa  to  urhat  he  vu 


VMS 


Cb.  i. 
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by  the  rcfrrrrc- 
lioii  from  the 
dud ; 


5  By  whom 
have  referred 

Srtc  and  apod le- 
ipT  for  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  faith 
among  ill  nation* 
for  hU  name ; 


4  Among  whom 
arc  ye  Jfc  the 
called  of  Jdu* 

Chci  ft. 


y  To  all  that 
be  in  Rome,  be¬ 
loved  of  fr:dT 
railed  r*  be  faint*? 

Grace  to  y^n,  and 
peace  from  God 

OUT 
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and  by  the  mighty  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
wrought  ia  him,  and  uudividedly  concurred  with  him, 
in  railing  his  dead  body  from  the  grave,,  to  a  glorious 
ft  ate  of  immortality. 

5  By  whom,  as  thus  rifetv  and  exalted,  1,  together 
with  others  of  my  brethren,  hare  been  enriched  with 
fpccial  communications  of  dirine  favour,  and  been  free* 
ly  honoured  with  the  apo folic  office ;  And  the  grace 
of  apoftleftiip,  which  J  received  from  him,  was  defign- 
ed,  through  his  hielftng  upon  my  labours,  to  bring  ri¬ 
ver  Gentifet  as  well  as  Jrtw,  perfons  of  all  nations  w ha :- 
foerer,  unto  an  obediential  fubjeclioii  of  their  under- 
Handings,  wills,  and  conferences,  to  the  authority  of 
God,  in  believing  on  his  Son  Jcfus  C  hr  ill,  and  unto 
that  fpiritual  and  holy  obedience  to  all  his  commands, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  faith  in  him ;  all  which  was  de- 
figned  for  the  glory  of  his  own  great  name,  in  the  fai- 
vation  of  their  fouls. 

6  And,  among  thefe,  ye  yourfelves,  who  dwell  in 
the  metropolis  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  head  of  the 
Gentile  world,  are  called,  by  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Je- 
fus,  to  the  knowledge,  faitb,  and  fellowfhip  of  th  e  gof- 
ptl ;  and  l  accordingly,  as  the  apoftle  of  the  Gentilrst 
[chap.  xi.  13.)  look  upon  myfelf  obliged  to  difeharge 
my  of!  tee  toward  you. 

7  To  yon  therefore,  whether  Jews  or  Gentiles ,  that 
are  profelTors  of  Chrift  at  Rome,  and,  in  the  judgment 
of  charity  are  the  ohje&s  of  God’s  fpecial  love,  which 
difeovers  itfelf  in  its  happy  eJfc&s  upon  yon;  even  to 
you  who  bear  the  ebarafler  of  holy  believers,  and 
whofe  proper  denomination  is  faint  s,  which  ye  are  cal¬ 
led  and  obliged  to  be.  To  all  and  eveiy  one  of  you, 
my  hearty  prayer,  affe&ionate  (adulation,  and  author!- 
tative  benedj&ion,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  is,  that  the 
riches  of  free  love  and  favour  *  may  abound  and  be  de¬ 
lightfully 

NOTES. 

in  rajfjDg  him  from  the  fiftgi*  and  glory,  the  faint aiion  was  ufcaiiy 

changed  inro  grace  and  peace*  to  keep  up  cur 

vie*  of  God's  fret  favour,  ai  the  fountain  uf 

all  grace  id  us,  Md  of  sli  oor  profperity  cr 
pnee.  Oor  apollle  ole*  it  at  the  beginning 
of  ell  htscpdftlct  to  the  churchy  and  men¬ 
tion*  a  ctxrrtfpondeflt  ft  lu  fatten ,  viz.  Jbe 
grace  vf  o*r  Lerd  Jtfcr  Cbnfl  he  frith  as  a 
diflhgirifrmg  token*  which  he  wrcic  uuh 
liii  own  hand*  at  the  chit  of  every  cpiftle, 
efpecially  of  fhch  as  iterc  tranferihed  by  *it 
aicanoenfa,  i  Ti-J.  iii.  jy*  But  it  is  obfer- 
vable,  that  at  the  entrance  uf  both  htc  c- 
pitftesio  Tiatotfy*  sod  of  that  to  T itwr*  anti 
of  Lbgft  Wy,  "he  adds  m^ref  to  grace  and 


power  concurred 
d«)di  his  rrfiinefHotij  ahftnAly  cod  federal 
in  UfeR,  no  more  proved  him  to  be  the  So* 
if  Gad*  than  the  rcforrcftioit  of  believers  by 
the  power  of  Grd,  and  bj  In  Spirit ,  itrha 
ifaeiU  h  them*  (Rom,  tili,  u.}  prove*  any 
of  them  to  lie  fi>. 

*  Peace  ha  ‘uritb  jatt*  h  well  known  to  have 
been  die  common  la  kit  at  ion,  importing  all 
pooTperity,  Under  the  Old  Te  foment  $  and  K 
was  cted  by  our  Lord,  and  by  hi*  apoftle% 
and  feventy  difaples,  during  bis  abode  upon 
earth.  Sec  Jib*  sx.  11,  if*  Mettb*  1. 
u,  and  Lb*,  l  Bar  *hen  the  gafp«f- 

dtfpcu&tiaD  w*«  fcr  op  10  *U  it*  light.  blr£- 
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ear  Fahcr,  ind  tighrfully  manifefted,  in  plentiful  communications  of 
Qri(^°r<i  M  gnet)  and  in  all  manner  of  profpeiity,  con  C  Ring  of 

.  peace  with  God,  and  peace  in  your  own  confidences, 
and  with  one  another,  and  all  around  you.  May  all 
bleflmg  freely  and  extenfively  abound  toward  you,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  oeconotny  of  Ctlv  alien,  from  God,  even 
our  covenant  God  and  Father,  as  the  original  fpring 
and  defigner  of  them  all  $  and  from  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrilt,  as  the  only  Mediator,  who  purchased  them  by 
his  blood,  and  conveys  them  by  his  Spirit, 
r  Firft,  t  ttuafc  3  As  what  I  hear  of  the  work  of  God  among  you,  is 

j£fatri!lir£  ro#tWr  °f  £real  r<;joicil,ft  i  fo  *»  c bough  a  ftfaivgct  to 
roii  lit,  (hit  ywr  you,  cannot  but,  tn  the  fir (l  place,  offer  up  the  molt 
Uith ;« fpoken of  cheerful  thankfgivings  and  praifes  on  your  behalf  to 

vhohfwodd.  th*  God,  my  own  God,  as  well  as  yours,  through  Jefus 

Chrift,  by  whom  alone  all  Meltings  come  to  you  ;  by 
whom  I  am  brought  into  a  coven  am- relation  to  God  the 
Father;  and  by  whom  my  facrificcof  praife  is  acceptable 
to  bim,  (Hek.  xiii.  15.  and  1  Ptt.  ii.  j,)  l  heartily  blefa 
God  for  the  grace  billowed  upon  you-  all,  which  has 
wrought  fo  efle&ually  and  fo  vtlibly  on  you,  and  cfpc- 

cially  on  the  Geatiie  converts  among  you,  that  your  re- 
ceiving  the  gofpel,  and  your  remarkable  faith  in  Chrift, 
even  at  Rome  itfeif,  notwithftanding  all  the  temptations 
and  oppolition  ye  meet  with  there,  -is  talked  of  with  re¬ 
ligious  wonder  and  joy,  and  with  high  commendation, 
among  ail  the  churches  *  through  the  Reman  empire  ; 
every  Chriftian  being  glad  to  report  it,  and  to  hear  the 

.  report,  wherever  they  live.  And  it  cannot  endear  you 
to  them  more  than  it  does  to  me. 

f  For  Cod  is  9  For  I  can  folemnly  appeal  to  the  all -feeing  and 
bi y w iindi,«hom  hearr-fcarching  God,  as  the  great  witnefs  of  the  truth 

fpidtlnti*  of  what  I  fay ;  even  that  God,  whom  I  ferve  not  in  pre- 

t»d  of  his  Son,  tence,  or  mere  outward  appearance,  nor  in  bodily  la- 
jhat  wihuut  «a.  bour  onjy  5  butficccrdy,  affeftionatclt,  and  faithfully, 
t,»g  m  moi.  bent  of  heart,  and  with  the  renewed  fpiiit  of 

my  mind,  inpublifhing,  maintaining,  recommending, 
and  enforcing  the  gofpel  of  his  dear  Son,  which  may  be 
fo  called,  becaufe  he  is  the  fubjeft  and  author  of  ir.  I 
can,  1  fay,  appeal  to  God  himfclf,  even  as  by  a  religi¬ 
ous  oath,  that  on  all  flared,  and  occaGonal  fet  addrefles 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  I  con  (hotly  bear  you,  in  a  very 
particular  manner,  upon  my  bean,  and  do  not  forget 


to 


N  O  T  fc  S. 

przd,  frying,  Grjrt*  prmyt  end  pmt  le  comfort  them,  and  io  Itccp  them  Fijcfiftil, 
viii  wa;  Wi'xh  u.iy  ititimatt,  that,  u  vuti-  under  all  'h^ir  Ihna  and  iltlnurAKtmrnt^ 
oui  uilKmliic^  IjJmurf,  tcmptaiioiif,  "  mor!d  11  here  put  lor  the  JEj- 

And  (Lt ;ig*rs  of  *nimiier$,  are  nut*  nnjph^  a*  u  alfc  in  Jj/flriL  jr  bccai^e 
fjrciter  ihitn  of  prfrattrChriftims;  Yo  they  tr.ar  umpire  then  included  the  gtraceft  part  uf 
tnoit  of  *11  uc*jd  to  pitj^  help,  tUe  fci.bttu  AtuJ  dwHicd  cjtiwii  ol  l!w  w^ortJL 
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tian  of  fOU  al¬ 
ways  in  my  pray** 
trsm 


i*  Making  ft* 
yuefc,  (if  hy  any 


have*  pro  fptrous 
journey  by  the 
will  of  God,)  to 
come  unto  you. 


11  For  I  long 
(o  fee  you*  that! 
Buy  impart  unto 

you  fjamt  fbirinut 
gift,  to  the  end 
you  may  be  d1&- 
bJttbcd; 


to  mention  you  exprelsly  in  my  daily  prayers  to  him* 
that  ye  may  be  (till  more  and  more  abundantly  blcfled 
with  all  tbc  gifts  and  graces  of  the  Spirit* 

10  Tea,  fo  ftrong  is  my  affection  ro  yott ,  and  con¬ 
cern  for  your  further  edificarion  and  efhbliilnntnr,  that, 

hMh  in°miXt  amonP  othcr  things,  I  am  continually  begging  of  God, 

that  (tf  it  be  bis  holy  will)  bis  infinitely  wife  and  good 
proride  nee  would  now,  at  length,  remove  all  difficul¬ 
ties  out  of  my  way,  and,  by  fame  means  or  other,  *ive 
me  a  fafe  and  favourable  opportunity  of  coming  to,  and 
perfonally  converting  with  you. 

11  Fori  find  in  myfeif  a  longing  deGre  to  make  you 
a  vifit,  that  I  may  have  thepleafure  of  feeing  your  faces, 
whom  God  has  beautified  with  falvation  ;  and  of  com¬ 
municating  further  inftruAions  to  you,  by  the  fpirit  of 
wifdom  and  knowledge,  together  with  fome  new,  or 
greater  degrees  of  fpiritual  gifts,  by  the  impofition  of 
my  hands,  the  better  to  furaifh  fome  of  yourfelves  fur 
minifterial  work,  (fee  I  Cw\  xii.  7,-11*) ;  and  the  more 
abundantly  ro  confirm  you  in  the  doctrines  of  ihe  gof- 
pel,  and  in  your  moil  holy  faith,  which  yc  have  already 
been  made  partakers  of,  am  id  ft  tbe  temptations  and 
dangers,  that  ye  are  expofed  to,  on  eveiy  fide,  from  the 
world,  and  from  the  falfc  teachers  that  would  pervert  you. 

12  My  defign  in  all  this  is,  that  we  may  rejoke  to¬ 
gether  in  tbe  love  of  God  to  us  fever  ally,  and  in  the  af¬ 
fectionate  expreflionfc  of  our  love  to  each  other;  and 
may  have  mutual  fa tis faction  and  delight,  in  comparing 
our  fpiritual  experiences  together,  and  plainly  difeover* 
ing,  one  to  another,  that  God  has  wrought  the  tame  ef¬ 
fectual  faith  both  in  you  and  me. 

13  Now,  my  beloved  brethren  in  the  Lord,  that  ye 
may  not  take  tnefe  to  be  merely  words  of  compliment, 
or  only  expreflions  of  a  prefent  fiafh  of  affe&kn,  1  think 
proper  co  allure  yon,  that  the  defire  I  fpeak  of  has  been 
long  in  my  bean;  I  having  often  ferioutly  intended, 
and  endeavoured,  to  turn  my  courfe  to  you;  though 
hitherto  oppofirion,  hardfhipa,  and  necefiary  fervicesiit 
other  places  *,  have  unexpectedly  prevented  me,  when 
I  fain  would  have  been  with  you,  that  I  might  proraorc 
the  intereft  of  Chrift  at  Rcmtt  and  reap  fuch  fpiritual 

fruits 


n  That  if, 
thtt  T  may  be 
comforted  toge¬ 
ther  with  you,  by 
the  mutual  faith 
both  of  you  tod 


13  Now  1  would 
not  have  you  ig* 
Bonnt,  brethren, 
that  l  ofkeaitmcr 
porpofed  R>  come 
unto  you,  (but 
nt  let  hubertOj) 
ilut  1  might  have 

fame 


N  O 

*  The  apoftlc’s  be*f>g  ht  hitherto  feems 
principally  ro  refer  ro  tbe  full  employment, 
which  the  providence  of  God  had  called  him 
to,  io  other  places  among  the  Gtnflts^  where 
the  gpfpd  had  never  bceo  preached  by  any 
oneclie,  which  he  pattfeuturiy  takes  notice 
of,  dtup.  xt.  tp,— At  other  time*  he 
pmoKcdj  by  tbc  fpcciil  4ir<£m  of  tbe 


T  E, 

Spirit,  and  in  extraordinary  oa, contrary 
to  ^  his  o-«ii  ddijrn,  as  ;n  A:h  xvi  <>,— 1 

And  at  others,  by  tlitoppr*fmofl  :md?roul>W 
he  met  with  in  Afia  end  Greece,  At i:  xiii.  *:V, 
Sec.  and  fo  Salsa  hindered  h*nx  by  Jtjrriug  v.p 
evil  inftrometiu  agutift  himt  as  U  laid  ij 
worker  cdt,  a  1!^  ii.  rl* 


Ch 
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fame  fruit  tnanj 
Tuu  al(bt  «eo 
ammy  oilier 

Gtutiki. 


t4 1  am  debtor 
both  to  the 
Greek*,  and  to 
the  barbarians  T 
both  co  the  wife, 
a&d  to  lire  no* 
viu. 


1 1  fto>  at  much 
si  Ut  me  is,  I  am 
ready  to  preach 
the  gofpel  to  y«'i 
that  arc  at  Jtome 
•Uo. 


t&  For  I  am 
do!  aflumed  of 
the  gnfpti  of 
CSrin  t  for  it  is 
flu-  pcrw'cr  of  God 
unco  fair  Alien,  to 
every  one  that  be* 
lievcih,  to  the 
Jrw*  firflj  at io  to 
Gtcskr 


fruits  of  my  rainiftry,  in  the  work  of  converfion  and 
edification  among  you,  as  (hall  abound  to  his  glory,  and 
to  your  own,  as  well  as  my  account ;  even  as,  by  his 
grace- with  me,  has  been  tne  happy  effe£t  among  other 
G entiles  i  to  whom  1  have  had  opportunities  of  preaching 
the  gofpel. 

14  Yea,  As  a  necejfty  is  laid  upon  met  and  -wo  is  unto 
me,  if  I  preach  not  the  gofpel,  (t  Cor,  ix.  id)  and  as  I 
have  freely  received  my  apoftolic  office  and  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  this  very  purpofe,  I  look  upon  myfelf  obliged, 
in  point  of  duty  and  gratitude,  to  improve  them,  as  the 
Lord  (hall  enable  me,  for  the  benefit  of  all  forts  of  CVs* 
tiles,  as  well  as  of  the  Jews  ;  whether  they  be  the  more 
polite,  ies tried,  and  civilized  Greeks,  among  whom 
arts  And  fciences  chiefly  flourifh  ;  or  the  more  ryde  and 
uncultivated  nations  who  have  little  literature,  and  good 
breeding  among  them,  and  therefore  are  called  Barba¬ 
rians,  (fee  the  note  on  A£ls  xxviii.  4.)  or  whether  they 
be  the  .more  prudent  and  fagacious,  or  the  more  weak 
and  flupid,  in  cither  parts  of  thefe  two  grand  divifiona 
of  the  world* 

15  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  yc  may  be  well  fatif- 
fied,  tbar,  as  far  as  I  am  capable  of  it,  and  may  have 
opportunity  for  it,  I  am  heartily  willing,  and  defirous, 
to  run  alt  rifks  of  my  reputation,  cafe,  and  life  itfclf,  to 
execute  my  commiffion,  in  preaching  the  bltfled  gofpel 
of  Chtift  to  yon,  even  at  Home,  in  the  face  of  all  op- 
pofirion,  contempt,  and  danger,  from  the  imperial  au¬ 
thority  {  from  the  rich,  great,  and  learned  ;  and  from 
the  numerous  populace  there;  as  I  have  already  done  if, 
not  only  in  country  towns  and  villages,  but  like  wife  in 
noted  cities  for  learning  and  tr  a  flick,  fuch  as  Antioch f 
Philippi,  Thejfalonica,  Athens ,  and  Corinth.  A&s  xv. 
35*  and  xvi,  12.  and  xvii.  1,  1 6.  and  xvfii.  1. 

16  For,  bow  meanly  foever  many  people,  and  efpe- 
cialiy  thofe  of  chief  rank  and  figure  in  the  world,  may 
think  of  the  gofpel  of  God’s  grace  through  Jefus  Chrifl, 
and  how  much  foever  they  may  defpife  and  ie  t  them- 
fclves  again  ft  it,  on  account  of  the  ignominious  death 
of  its  author,  and  principal  fubjeft,  and  of  the  poverty 
of  its  profeflors,  or  on  account  of  its  arrlefs  drefs,  and 
the  fublimity  and  myfterioufnefs  of  fome  of  its  dodrines, 
and  the  contrariety  of  the  whole  to  tbeir  pride  and  paf- 
ftons,  1  ufts  and  prejudices,  carnal  notions  and  fecular 
interefts  ;  and  whatever  reproach  and  ridicule  I  may 
fuffer,  for  efpoufing  and  pnblilhing  it,  it  is,  neverthe- 
Jefs,  fuch  an  excellent  and  ill  id  trio  us  fcheme,  for  djf- 
playing  the  glory  of  all  the  divin"  perfections  in  united 

harmony 
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■  t  t  Fnr  thcrrin 
it  tUo 

iKli  of  God  re* 

veiled 


harmony,  and  for  recovering  fallen  creatures  to  the  fa* 
vour  and  image  of  God,  that,  inflead  of  being  a  framed 
of  it,  I  count  it  my  higbeft  honour  to  own  and  proofs, 
preach  and  defend  it,  and  that  among  the  great  and 
learned,  as  well  as  the  vulgar  and  illiterate ;  For  n  is 
evidently  clothed  with  divine  authority,  and  U  the  means 
and  in  ft ru  mem,  which  God  lias  appointed,  and  which 
his  almighty  power  works  by  upon  the  heart,  to  nnder 
it  cfFe&ual  for  the  eternal  falvarioji  of  every  tiue  Urlir* 
vrr  ;  both  of  the  Jdvts>  to  whom  it  was  firft  frni,  [/f£l s 
iii*  26*  and  xiii,  4 6,)  and  hkewife  of  the  GentiUsi  the 
mod  learned  of  which  are  the  GwJj,  10  whom  it  was 
afterwards  published,  and  great  multitudes  ol  whom 
have  received  it*  {Acts  iiv*  i*and  xvii.  ta.) 

17  For,  in  this  glorious  gofpcl,  the  tr»nfcetidi.n:ly 
excellent  nghteoufncfs  *,  which  Gotl,  of  his  own  iu«- 
finite  wifdom  ami  mere  grace,  has  appointed  and  pro* 

vnlid, 


M  O 

*  That  which,  for  mftui*  mcnibned  in 
the  poiaphralV,  t*  A  fled  the  ri^htnafnrfi  of 
Cod,  both  here  and  in  dwp  iir,  n(  ix.  and 
x,  3*  f-lainly  relarct  10  3  jxpijjU-g  richtcouf* 
ne^s,  »hlch  «  (he  fnbjcftof  the  apAMk**  di£ 
eourtc;  and  tM?  is  failed,  at  other  tiroes,  the 
Tigteesufyefi  of  faith*  dup-  iv,  j  3.  became  it 
is  nude  known,  received,  end  nude  over  to 
w  tor  rigiueooiiieA,  through  faith.  Ac* 
cordingly,  the  i;wftic  fpeaks  of  receiving 
the  gift  «i  this  rightcoufocfi,  fthip,  vt  17  ) 
rnd  it  U  f*id  to  be  tit  ri^bteyf^fi  of  Cod* 
if  by  flirty  and  tartu^b  the  faith  of 
€hr?ji,  (rh*p.  iit.  **  and  ix*  30,  and  x,  £. 
end  Phi*  in*  0*)  and  10  it  is  difttngduhed 
f/orj  the  %TawtiI  faith,  as  i:  evidently  is  in 
fhU  pLuc,  whe*c  it  is  laid  To  he  rtvcnUd  to 
faith*  to  WrTi»tct  that  this  ri^htcoufrefs  U 
net  faith  jtfelf,  hut  is  that  which  Is  appre¬ 
hended  and  receiv'd  by  iwh  i  And  tint  this 
it  » he  righic^frxfa  of  Chrtfi*  which  he 
yrouvlu  out  by  his  obedience  and  fuffcringi 
Jinto  death*  appeal  from  its  hei*igreprc/eiu- 
td,  3$  iridodi»jj  3  price  of  redemption  ini  a 
propitiation  by  ms  blood,  ebsp*  :ik  11,  nt 
if.  amt  from  Its  being  called  'tht  riihtiwfutfi 
and  tk'diftitt  Of  o&t,  mining  Chriit, /jf 
ftfcttrivKy  and  being  fz id  to  w<-*r  v*ta<ty  r^fp 
9zit  in  opppfitinn  iq  tfatfetet,  end  thr  dijo* 
Ic&fRte  if  00c  y  meaning  Adsir^  which  wi  to 
CQjiJt mnatlou*.  and  by  which  r.;$riy  mere  made 
jitwn,  (chap.  v.  |SV  ip.)  And  this  Oil!  fur¬ 
ther  appears  from  Cbrift**  being  f^ikeii  wf, 
as  tht  end  of  tht  Ana  for  rigbteowktfi  to  tutty 
out  i&tt  btPeva*  (chap.  x.  4  )  and  a&  made  of 
Cod  rlyhUifUfiufi  to  them  that  err  in  tint,  or 
that  are  vitally  united  by  faith  to  him,  (iCar. 

30.)  and  from  their  being  made  the  righte- 
Opfntfz  of  God  in  A™,  (t  Cor,  v.  xi  )  Ae- 

cprduigly  to  be  jqfkfed  by  tUf&h  of  Chr:j}t 


T  B* 

and  jtrjp M  by  Chn$ y  art  uftd  «  terms  of 
fame  import,  (Gef.  d-  1  v-)  S«a'.r>  fSe 
note  on  Rom  iy.  it  is  very  liifioul:  *<x 

detertninethepredfe  fenfe  Sn  *h  ch  this  11$- 
tenornefv  of  God  t$  laid  to  be  revealed  frw 
faith  to  faith.  Some  if  mkjrtland  h  to  figniiV, 
that  the  rightconfrefsof  God  is  reveakufrum 
an  Old  10  a  tVfw  TcOament-fnitb*  Others, 
i hat  the  rightooufod*  of  God,  which  is 
faith,  is  revealed  in  thegrfpel  to  btgti  tob* 
Otherf*  that  it  is  revealed  from  the  firrt  taiih, 
whereby  we  come  into  a  Juftificd  ftatc,  to  af. 
ter- faith,  by  which  we  continue  in  that 
Various  other  fcdJVs  may  be  fi.cn  in  cxp.li- 
tms,  (Vid.  Pol*  ffftoyf)  ;  but  \r.*  Mr.\rU 
feems  to  me  10  be  mo-1  >mfmccd  *t*d  ay'tc- 
aMe  to  th; context,  though  f  do  nor  find  th:s 
any  fiave  taken  notice  of  it*  is,  that  the  riflh- 
teonfuefs  of  God  is  tcvealrd  Ttoni  (he  frkl'  or 
the  JViv,  to  whom  it  was  £rfl  pieetlfrrf, 
and  who  firft  believed  in  it.  In  the  filth  ci 
the  Centiif)  to  whom  it  was  afterwards  pu¬ 
blished,  and  whn  embraced  k  t>y  faith  and 
fo  tHs  padage  refers  back  to  wh ji  ihe  apoihe 
had  faid  in  the  clofc  of  the  preceding  verfc, 
about  t  be  gofpcl*s  being  iht  fower  of  Cod u«ta 
fMuution,  to  entry  tne  that  btiUret,  to  tie 
jirjtt  and  olfi  to  (he  Greek-  And  this 
may  very  well  confift,  and  fall  in  with  othr^ 
fuggefttd  in  1  he  paraphrafe.  and  with  »nr 
part  of  the  learned  Mr  Lecht' s  iiiterpretatwn 
ofthephrafe,  who  undcrlUnds  it  10  mc^nT 
that  the  rightcottfntftof  God  is  nothy  w'»Tkt, 
hut  by  faith  alone,  according  to  Gar*  m  1 1 . 
or,  th«  it  is  wholly*  and  oil  /erw^fr,  by  fahh  ; 
aud  id  it  *s  the  fame  Bgnrc  which  the  3pVv,.t 
uted  in  other  places,  where  he  fpcaks  of  /■-“* 
vottft  to  iitifvitj,  uxt*  iru^vitj  \  that  rit  uW!v 
to  iniquity,  (chap.  vL  rp.)jail/re«^VW' 

{fay;  that  is*  wholly  gloiiotis,  (1  Cer.iii- 1«  } 


£b.i. 

ftilni  from  faith 
to  faith  i  at  it  it 

written.  The  juft 
fkuLiiivi  bj  faith* 


i 3  Far  4 he 
wr»Th  of  ts 
r^-  -flicfil  from 
h^ivcn  a^rainrt  alj 

L’i  i 

cit  ft'D,u  hoh  Id 

4he  mrh  in  un- 

FJ>U4uJ  riels. 
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vided,  approves  of,  accepts  and  imputes  for  j unification 
in  his  Ggbt,  and  which  his  eternal  Son,  who  is  God, 
(chap*  ii*  3-)  and  whofe  name  is  the  Lard  cur  Rigbteouf- 
nc/s,  (>r.  xxiiu  6.)  has  wrought  out,  and  brought  in, 
by  hisperfefl  obedience  and  atoning  fufferings,  even 
umo  death,  (Dan*  \x*  24.)  This  righteoufneft,  I  fay, 
which,  on  theft  and  fuch  like  accounts#  may  be  flylcd 
the  rigbteoufncfs  of  God,  is  now,  at  length,  dearly 
made  known  in  all  its  fuitablenefe  and  perfection,  dig* 
city  and  efficacy,  fiotn  the  doctrine  of  faith  in  the  word, 
to  the  grace  of  faith  in  the  heart,  which  entirely  and 
alone  apprehends  and  receives  it  for  juftification,  with* 
out  the  concurrence  of  any  of  our  works  for  that  pur* 
pofr,  (chap*  iii<  28.)  from  firft  to  laft ;  from  the  faith  of 
the  Jew,  to  the  faith  oftb eGentik%  and  from  the  weak- 
eft  and  obfeureft,  to  the  ttrongefl  and  cleared  faiih,  in 
erherofthem:  So  that  every  true  believer,  of  what 
nation  foever,  or  of  tfhat  degree  foever  his  faith  be,  all 
fuch,  and  none  but  fuel),  are,  and  Ihall  be,  dlfchargcd 
from  condemnation,  and  accepted  as  righteous  to  eter¬ 
nal  life,  as  was  hinted  in  the  prophtt’s  declaration, (Hah* 
bah.  ii  4.}  which  was,  not  that,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  law,  t be  man  which  doth  tbefe  things  Jbail  live  m 
them  i  bur  that  the  mao,  who  is  righteous  m  God*s  ac¬ 
count,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gofpel,  is  brought 
into,  and  continues  in,  a  Rate  of  fpimual  life,  and  ts 
eiuiiied  to  eternal  life,  through  faith  in  the  Mefluh,  of 
whom  it  wus  propheGed,  that  he  would  fxtrely  come ,  and 
not  tarry .  (Compare  Hob*  ii*  3,  4.  with  Heb*  x*  37,  38,) 
18  And  ibis  way  of  pardon  and  justification  is  equal¬ 
ly  neceffiiry  for  Jews  and  Gentiles,  if  ever  either  of  them 
arc  made  partakers  of  thofe  intftimable  hie  flings*  For, 
ro  begin  with  the  Gentiles^  the  juft  and  terrible  ven¬ 
geance  of  the  great  God  is  denounced  from  heaven,  the 
habitation  of  his  holinefs  and  glory,  not  only  againft  the 
Gns  of  the  Jews,  but  of  the  heathens  alfo :  He  has  giv^ 
en  them  notice  of  this  by  the  judgments  Which  he  has 
executed,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  upon  fin  tiers, 
and  by  the  fecret  remorfc,  and  louder  chmoors  of  their 
own  confidences,  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt;  and  this  is  now 
further  revealed  to  them,  by  exprefs  declarations  under 
the  gofptl  It  ate,  {A£ls  xviii*  30,  31*) ,  this  various  and 
Folcmn  warning  is  levelled  againl!  alJ  impiety,  with  re¬ 
ference  to  God  and  bis  worfhip,  fuch  as  the  athei  fm, 
idolatry,  and  poiytheifm  of  the  heathens ;  and  againft  all 
manner  of  immorality,  with  regard  to  others  and  them- 
{gives  ;  who  wickedly  and  unrighreouflyftifle,  impriibn, 
fupprefs  wbat  good  notions  they  have  of  truth  and 

falfehoad. 
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19  Beeaofetha 
«hich  Duy  be 
fciiourn  of  God  U 
■nanifcA  in  thtiDj 
for  God  bath 

(hewed  it  unto 
theca. 


to  For  the  if>_ 
viltble  things  of 
bin*  frnm  the  cit- 
it  ion  of  the  world 
arc  clrorly  feco, 
being  underflood 
by  the  things  that 

arc  made,  tvtx 

his  ctertitl  jo^cf 
and  Godhead  j  fo 
that  they  are 
«  uhout  tscuft ; 


11  Bmaicthit 
ahtn  they  knew 
C-jd  they  glori¬ 
fied  hi  m  nut  at 
Cod,  nek  her  were 

tliauk- 


falfehood,  right  and  wrong;  and  wilt  not  z€t  according 
to  them,  nor  luffer  them  to  have  their  proper  influence 
upon  their  hearts  amt  lives,  as  their  own  confeiences  tell 
them  they  ought  to  have. 

I y  Though  the  Gentiles  advantages  have  not  been  r- 
qual  to  thofe  of  the  Jewsf  yet  they  cannot  plead  perfect 
ignorance  ;  becaufe,  in  oppofitioo  to  their  flagrant  im¬ 
piety  or  vngodtsnefs  the  very  light  of  nature  di  (covers 
fome  things  concerning  God,  which  are  knowable,  -irut 
are  made  known  to  them,  and  efpedally  to  fome  great 
moral  ids,  fuch  as  Socrates  #,  Seneca^  and  others  among 
them,  by  the  works  of  creation  and  providence  : 

For  God,  who  is  the  author  of  that  light,  and  of  thefe 
works,  has  therein  clearly  manifested  thofe  things  con* 
cerning  himfelf  to  them. 

20  For  he  has  not  left  himfelf  without  ivitnefs  in  the 

works  of  nature*  (ASs  xiv.  17,)  feveral  of  his  adorable 
excellencies,  fuch  as  his  almighty  power,  which  be  has 
eternally  and  unchangeably  in,  and  of  htmfelf;  and  his 
fuprt me  divinity,  whereby  he  necrflkrily,  everlaftingly, 
and  perfectly  e  sifts,  which,  he  being  a  pure  fpirir,  arc 
not  in  themfclves  the  objects  of  fenfe,  nor  can  be  fern 
by  corporeal  eyes ;  Thefe,  together  with  his  uanfevn- 
dent  wifrtom  and  goodnefs,  are  fenfiMy  difptaycd  in  their 
effects,  and  have  been  impreded,  as  legible  and  indeli¬ 
ble  characters,  on  the  works  of  his  hands,  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  wonderful  formation  of  man,  the  mp  crea¬ 
ture  of  this  world,  ever  fmee  the 

creation  of  all  things ;  and  thefe,  being  attended  to 
wirh  due  refit £Uon,  are  eafiiy  difeerned  sf^wrsn) 

in  his  operations,  arid  in  the  things  that  are  thereby 
produced,  with  fuch  magnificence  and  variety,  beauty 
and  order,  as  none  but  a  God  of  infinite  perfections 
could  be  the  author  of ;  So  that  the  heathens  neglect  of 
him,  and  difobedience  and  oppofition  to  him,  are  com¬ 
mitted  again  ft  fo  much  light  and  knowledge,  as  leaves 
them  utterly  inexcufable. 

21  Becaufe  when,  in  this  way,  they  could  not  but 
have  fome  notions  of  GoiJY  being  and  attributes,  they 
rteverthcfefs  did  not  conceive  worthy  of  him,  nor  rreat 
him  like  a  God,  lu Stable  to  his  nature  and  perfections, 
by  exalting  him  in  their  thoughts,  and  paying  him  that 
religious  and  fpiritual  homage,  which  they  knew,  or 
might  have  known,  was  due  to  him,  and  him  only: 

Nor 


NOTE. 


*  See  2  Urge  quotation  in  Wr  Htarfs  cvm- 
hwnttw  from  friitfd,  of  his  fctt-eo^dcmnbigs, 
in  the  urorihip  he  paid  to  the  ignoble  tout  of 
f otlj.  And  the  ftory  of  Seer  a# fa  order  jog  a 


rock  to  be  AcriAotd  to  Atjcxhfm  at 

d^tb,  though  he  wj,  condemned  by  thi  A- 
(btriov  to  die  for  deciding  4  plurality  of 

god*,  h  wdi  known. 
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thankful,  bathe* 
eatnevara  in  their 
ijnigimtiua£,aufl 
their  footifh  heart 
va$  darkened/ 


12  Ptoferfin  jij 
th:miclve$  to  )>e 
wik,  they  became 
fuoL; 


*3  And  chan¬ 
ged  the  glory  of 
the  an  corruptible 
GgJ  into  jin  i- 
nmic  like 
to  corruptible 

irj^jind  to  biritj, 
kin\  four  footed 
and  Creep¬ 
ing  thing  i» 


14  Wherefore 
GoJ  ahb  gave 
ih^jn  up  to  un- 
drjnntfc*  thro1 
IofU  of  their 
ovji  hearts,  to 

dlT- 
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Nor  were  they  thankful  to  him,  which  they  ought  to 
hdve  been*  for  the  light  he  had  vouch fafed  to  them,  and 
for  his  giving  them  life  and  breath ,  and  all good  things  i 
{J£U  xvii.  25,)  \  but  they  indulged  their  own  ground- 
lefs  and  pernicious  fancies,  and  became  exceeding  cor¬ 
rupt  in  their  perverfc  reafonings  (fr  me  avr«n) 

concerning  the  nature  of  God,  and  the  worfhip  due  to 
him  ;  and,  through  the  depravity  of  tbeir  wills  and  af¬ 
fection*,  their  incon  fid  crate  and  infatuated  minds  were 
covered  with  the  thick.il  milts  of  ignorance  and  error. 

22  So  that,  while  they,  and  efpectally  their  Creek 
philosophers,  made  great  pretences  to  wifdom  and  learn* 
ing,  abort  the  reit  of  mankind,  and  particularly  abovo 
the  JeiDtj  whom  they  defpif^d ;  anci  while  they  were 
highly  conceited,  and  bcalhrd  of  themfdvesas  the  on- 
ly  men  of  underHanding,  (w rx»nf  ms  1**^1}  they,  by  all 
their  wifdom,  knew  not  God,  (1  Cor „  i.  2j.)  but  were 
really  ftupid  and  fenfclefs,  like  perfect  ideote,  [ipstmSv 
***)  in  things  pertaining  to  him  and  his  fervicr. 

23  And  whereas  God  is  the  perfect,  fpiiitiul,  and 

uncompounded,  immortal  and  invifibie  who 

dwells  in  light  which  no  man  can  approach,  and  whom 
no  man  hath  feent  or  can  JW^  (1  Tim*  vi.  ifi,)  they,  in 
the  chofen  blindncik  and  depravity  of  their  minds,  have 
debated  his  glory,  by  afezibing  deity  to  mutable,  pe¬ 
ri  filing,  and  contemptible  creature?,  and  reprefenting 
him  by  them,  a*  though  he  were  of  their  corporeal  ami 
corruptible  liktitefa :  ica,  fo  fottifh  were  their  vain 
re  atoning*,  and  fo  giofs  their  idolatry,  that  they  have 
infamoufly  funk  his  dignity  and  glory  fo  low,  as  to 
imagine,  that  thcic  was  divinity  in  the  very  meaneft 
parts  of  the  creation,  and  to  worfhip  God  under  the 
fhape  of,  not  only  mortal  men,  but  even  of  the  fowls 
of  the  air,  and  the  beads  that  walk  on  four  feer,  and 
of  fuch  animals  as  creep  on  their  bdlies  ;  as  if  he 
were  like  them  So  monftroufly  abfurd  were  they  ill 
their  wild  imaginations  about  the  only  true  God  1 

24  And  for  this  their  wilful  and  deieflable  impiety 
and  (hocking  idolatry,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
plain  .notices  he  had  given  of  himfelf,  God,  in  his 
righteous  judgment,  withdrew  bisabufed  light  and  re* 

(traincs,  left  them  to  themfdves,  and  delivered  them  up 

to 


N  o 

-  The  apoftlc  here  roaidftrtly  refers  to  the 
idolatry  of  icveral  heathen  iwijou*;  ammipj 
«hUi\re  are  (old,  that  the  nwr- 

'uTjjpcd  and  th>t  the  £*/*£« 

flipped.  not  only  defied  men;  but 
*rJ  khidi  ft  I  k*?tt±l  fud>  as 

Vuu  Jii.  t 


T  E, 

rjfi,  griffs >  and  aptt,  and  ertffiag  &'*gtw 
filch  a  ft *"? f **ti  and  erfeodiuf.  Vub  Cf-ttr*  at 
Ml  far  rom.  W.  lib.  -:i.  p-  4**  4nd 

Virgil.  E‘.n~  lib*  viii.  Un.  GpS,  m  Noi,  ad  a~ 

fitm.  tuigh* 
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drlhnnoi^r  their 

cvrn  bi'dffcs  Tic- 
■ 

tuccwlKiflf  elves; 


35  Whf>  chan- 
prd  she  truth  of 
G  d  i:r»>  a  Me, 

and  Anrfhippcd 
and  fcrvcd  the 

creature  m  ore 
th+n  rhe  Creator* 
whrt  is  Mcflrd  for 
ever,  Ah*cp* 


x6  For  this 
ranfr  G«<1  gave 
tht+i,  up  Uii  u  vile 
aillflians  r  Tor 

even 


to  the  vicious  inclinations  of  the tr  own  hearts,  (fee  the 
notr  on  John  xii.  40.)  which  carried  them  into  the 
mofl  fhigivmt  iinroonlfties,  even  unto  ai  indulging  of 
the  moll  hrucifh  and  unnatural  lulls,  and  going  into 
the  moft  abominably  filthy  practices  of  the  amient  S&+ 
dvmitcty  whom  God  deftroyed  by  raining  fire  and  brim- 
ftonc  upon  them  from  heaven,  [Gen,  iix.  5,  24-)*  ar*^ 
as  they  had  fo  notorioufty  difhonoured  God*  he  fufler- 
ed  them,  in  this  manner,  to  bring  the  moil  frameful 
indignity  on  their  own  bodies,  between  themfelves: 

25  Who  fet  up  filft  objeQsof  worfhip,  and  parted 
with  the  only  true  God  for  vain  idols  *,  which,  by  na¬ 
ture,  are  no  gods,  (GW.  iv,  ’S*)  and  have  nothing  of 
divinity  in  them,  {1  for  viii.  4.)  and  they  turned  the 
true  glory,  that  belongs  to  God,  who  is  a  Spirit,  into 
lying  r;*p  refer,  tat  ions  of  him,  as  if  he  were  corporeal  \ 
and  changed  the  right  notions  of  God,  which  he  has 
given  of  himfclf,  into  wrong  conceptions  of  him,  as 
alfo  the  rrue  worfrjp  of  God  into  the  moft  abfurd  and 
injurious  idolatry :  And,  in  this  way,  they  paid  their 
devotions  and  obedience  to  mere  creatures,  fuch  as  the 
fun,  moon,  and  flars,  and  all  their  inferior  daemons, 
over  and  above  the  homage  which  they  proleffed  to  of¬ 
fer  to  him,  who  is  the  fnvereign  Lord  and  Maker  of  all 
things :  Yea,  they  regarded  their  falfe  gods  more  lhan 
him  j  and  fo,  in  effed,  difowned  him,  who  is,  and  e-* 
ver  was,  and  will  be,  infinitely,  neceflarily,  fupremely, 
;md  unchangeably  blefled  and  glorious  in  himfclf,  and 
the  fountain  of  all  happinefs  to  others  ;  and,  as  fuch, 
is,  ought  to  be,  and  for  ever  fhall  be,  exdied,  reve¬ 
renced,  and  adored  by  true  believers  on  earth,  and  all 
the  faints  and  angels  in  heaven,  who  heartily  join  their 
amen*  and  that  with  the  greater  2e:d  and  fervour,  and 
delegation  of  the  wickcdnefs  of  the  idolatrous  world, 
as  thry  have  call  the  mofl  unworthy  contempt  upon  him, 

26^  27  For  this  reafon,  1  fay,  God  jufily  delivered 
them  up,  without  reftrainr,  to  the  chofen  way  of  their 
own  wicked  hearts,  and  to  the  ungovernable  workings  of 
fuch  fcandalous  lulls  and  paffions,  as  it  is  a  frame  to 

detente 


NOTE* 

*  7&U%  and  tikfairy  in  vorfhipping  Utrro,  jefl  of  th<  apoftlc’s  itsfcnnrfc,  tkif  ii  the  St 
sv*  often  fallal  ia  feriptore  Jprjf  vxtxtiti,  into  which  he  ic(U  us  they  changt'd  the  trvih 
Pfit  xn xi*  6.  and  jfobn  it,  B.  ana  fa-feh^od  g*U  of  Oodr  And  Hitur  ibc  creature 

iUs,  7 tr.  xiiL  *  j.  and  xv\  ip,  io,  411(1  xxiH,  rnsrt  than  the  C*  tutor  [tzar.*  ifra-cuta)  fi£- 
*4-  iinH  ?hf  vti,  I*  And  the  meters  of  irlnti  nifics  Eik  twite  (heir  rrPjiStiiss  ht»ir>d*;e 

Bftri  enroni'a^fr  of  idolatry  ure  called  teat  hen  to  their  id/ils  btfidtu  snd  c  otirary  to  ihe  Oc- 
af  Ha*  Hahah.  it,  iH.  becaufi  cveiy  idj  a  ator,  though  They  (III  not  ptGtraib  proLi* 
Lille  or  m^kei  a  wion£rrprtfent*rion  of  to  diibwn.  itnd  not-  to  worfUip  ihc  fupfcnie 
tlw:  truir  ti->d  ;  and  ev<ry  kfolrffr  praCtic-d^  God.  JL'hu.^  the  ppe^oittiou  (ir«5*f)  is  uied 
dceJaixs  whit  is  uuerty  falfe  ronccrnmg  him,  w  marc  than,  Luke  ui*  i>  «id  for 

And  the  id  iliuy  yf  tbc  heatb^u  i*  the  lUb-  arirur*  tat  At**  xyiii,  t  i. 


Ch.  J. 
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mn  thdr  women 
diJ  change  the 
crural  ufe  into 
that  which  is  a- 
■aloft  nature : 

17  Ao4  tike* 
wilcatiothe  men, 
kjving  the  na¬ 
tural  ulc  of  the 
u-orntu ,  burned 

m  their  luft  one 

toward  another, 
men  wi  h  nun 

working  that 

wYch  isunfeetn- 
ly,  and  receiving 
intltcmJtlvw  rhat 
rcc^m  pence  of 
their  ttrof  which 
was  meet. 


a 8  And  even 
at  they  did  not 
ntdtn  Cod 
in  their  know* 

led^e,  God  gave 

them  over  to  a 
reprobate  rniud, 
t**do  thole  thingt 
which  arc  not 
cani-coifnc : 


Being  filled 
wkh 


deferibe  in  their  unnatural  impurity  and  infamy:  Fct* 
their  inordinate  d<r  fires  were  fo  monflrouily  uifljmcd) 
as  to  carry  even  the  modifier  fex  into  the  vileft  pr-ifli- 
ces>  as  they  aifo  did  men,  who  preferred  a  deteftible  ufc 
of  males,  to  the  natural  and  fober  u£e  of  the  females  * 
and  both  rhefe  fries,  direttly  contrary  to  the  ddign  of 
the  God  of  nature,  in  the  firft  formation  of  their  re* 
fpe&ive  bodies,  and  contrary  to  all  in  di  rut  ions  and 
practices  that  are  decent  and  becoming  human  nature, 
and  fuited  to  the  regular  propagation  of  mankind,  wenc 
into  fuch  vicious  abufes  of  themfelves,  with  perfbns  of 
their  own  fex,  as  are  (hocking  to  think  or  fpcak  of,  and 
not  fit  to  be  named*  And,  by  this  worfe  than  brutal 
tmcleanncfs,  they  dtbafed  ami  dugraded  themfrlvcs  to 
the  laft  degree;  which  the  great  and  glorious  God  per¬ 
mitted,  in  bis  juft  indignation,  as  a  fuitahlc  and  defer* 
red  punilh merit  *  for  their  wilful  and  notorious  idolatry, 
whereby  they  had  run  away  from  him,  and  caft  the 
greateft  contempt  and  difgracr  upon  him  j  that  fo  they 
might  read  their  own  (hameful  tin  againft  him,  in  the 
foul  eft  reproach,  which  by  its  own  nature,  deferts,  and 
confequeiices,  it  brought  upon  themiUves- 

28  And  as  they  weie  fo  vtry  wicked,  as  to  have  no 
relifti  for,  or  inclination  to  fearch  after  God  ;  but  were 
averfe  in  their  wills  and  afreflions  to  him,  and  did  not 
like  to  retain,  cultivate,  and  improve  their  notions  of 
him,  as  far  as  they  had  them  ;  he,  in  a  way  of  righte¬ 
ous  retribution  for  this  their  enmity  to  him,  and  to  the 
knowledge  and  reverence  of  their  excellencies,  he  de¬ 
livered  them  up,  like  perfons  disapproved  and  rejected 
by  him  f,  to  their  own  negligent,  and  undifeerning, 
hidifpofed  and  difafleflfd  mind,  till,  under  its  darken¬ 
ing  and  malignant  influence,  they  committed  fuch  ini¬ 
quities  with  greedinefs,  as  are  not  only  difigreeable  to 
the  nature  of  man,  and  the  light  of  reafon  ;  but  molt 
injurious  and  di  (honourable  to  ihtmfelvrs,  and  detefta- 
ble  in  the  fight  of  the  pure  and  holy  God. 

29  They  were  exceeding  vile  indeed,  abounding  in 

all 


NOTES, 

*  Th|(  J<  catted  iht  retvmprrte  cf  tkrir  cr+  f  As  the  word  here  rendered 

rcrt  that  ht  of  their  infamous  idohiry  :  For  rrprtbtt^  fnmeiimts  figiufics  dif approved  of 
at  chit  Hu  15  fpokec  of  as  a  8s  t  according  to  rejededt  t  Cor  U-  it  ami  Hrf.  vi,  0.  and  at 
tht  now  on  v*r  1;*  fo  it  is  laid  to  be  fuch  a  otJitrt,  ji tmpt  or  rfii/  of judgmU  and  difoero* 
lie,  US  (ffff/fj  men  to  rrr,  (^wjj  ii  4-}f  and  In^t  *  Trim.  ii».  S.  And  TfJ.  L  if  1  have 
3 flutters  arc  faid  to  hvi  in  rrrort  (r  Pei*  ii*  guen  iuth  an  account  of  it  in  this  verity  11 
iH.)  bcautc  the/  arc  thereby  let  into  fuch  takes  in  U>th  ikft  ftnfo  ;  ihc  U(l  of  whifb 
corrupt  notions  and  practices,  as  dilkoronr  rclirts  to  the  evil  dilpofit-on  uf  their  mi  m3  4 
Cod*  and  carry  them  off  from  him  Into  the  and  beaus  ££?.in(L  Oodj  *nd  the  foiir.er 
w..v  of  ail  iniquity  and  turn,  is  are  di-  to  his  di/p Ur^l'crs  oa  that  account  agatuft 
re^ly  co^triry  l<>  "he  firlt  principles  of  the  them. 

*f  nature  lift  If,  2i  * 

& 
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with  jil  unr'nh- 
tc-.iw-iefs ,  ft  irti  lea- 
lioo,  ^FT^kcJti^rs, 
rowtouff-rfs,  :na- 

lieionJ’neft ;  full 

of  ’xn,  rmiirjfr, 

-W  ma'(  ilrtclt  , 

m  il^niryi  wLiP 


?o  E*rk  biters, 

tart1-  *if  G6At 
dcfp^cful.  proud, 
Iv'vs^cr*  ,  ins  en¬ 
ter*  nf  rvit 
thing:*,  (JkiMLdi- 
tilt  tO  l>4ttllt+S 


>i  Without  Tin- 
d::r  Ha:-  ‘in*  j 

vciuat- 


all  in  .inner  of  iniquity  *  againft  the  fecontl,  as  well  as 
the  fiift  table  of  the  moral  law  \  fuch-as  every  kind  of 
criminal  convcrfarioit  between  men  and  women,  (fee 
the  note  on  i  Cor*  v.  k)  and  a  bafc  malignity  of  ipi- 
rit,  {«**?«)  like  that  nf  the  wicked  one  (*™v**)  as  the 
devil  ts  called,  (l  John  ii.  13  )  who  do:h.  mifehief  for 
mifchtePs  fak? ;  and  an  eager  defire  after  more  of  this 
world  than  God  fevs  fir  to  bellow  j  as  alfo  an  inclina¬ 
tion  to,  and  doing  of  injuries  out  of  mere  malice  :  (**- 
*«)  They  likewife  abounded  in  a  repining,  grudging 
temper  at  the  profperity  of  others  ;  in  wilfuily,  illegal¬ 
ly,  and  maliciouflv  deflroying  men's  lives,  wi’hoa  any 
juft'  caufe ;  in  ft  rifts,  contentions,  and  quarrelling* ; 
in  fubtil  contrivances  to  over-reach  and  defraud  their 
neighbours,  and  to  impofe  upon  them  with  lies  and 
faKehoodsj  and  in  an  habitual  cuflom  (»**»*■*)  of  do¬ 
ing  evil  to  all  ahnut  them  ;  and  they  were  facred  defe¬ 
nders  of  Others  by  fly  and  artful  methods,  and  that  tome- 
times  under  pretences  of  friendlbip  and  pity  toward  them, 

30  They  wae  alfo  open  flunderers  of  others  behind 
their  backs,  or  while  they  were  not  prefent  to  vindicate 

yea,  enemies  to  the  authority,  juflice,  and 
hulinefs  of  God,  and  of  his  law  and  government’,  be¬ 
cause  they  ftand  in  din  cl  and  fevere  oppofmon  to  all 
their  own  beloved  vices:  They  were  likewife  revileis  of 
mm,  and  outrageous,  iufolent,  and  vexatious, 

in  their  behaviour  toward  them,  in  word  and  deed  : 
They  were  putTcd  up  with  a  high  conceit  of  their  own 
siitainmcnts  and  enjoyments;  -vain  pretenders  to  more 
than  they  really  had  ;  and*  not  contented  with  common 
ways  of  finning,  they  contrived  new  forts  of  wiekectn-.T, 
and  wer^  as  induftricus  to  find  them  cut,  and  put  th’ivt 
into  practice,  as  if,  by  digging  up  evil ,  (Prsv.  xvi.  27.} 
thi  y  wete  fearching  and  Kbouring  for  hid  rreafure : 
They  alfo,  who  had  parents  living,  were  perverfe  ard 
rcfraiflory,  difrefpecLful  and  undurilul  to  them,  and 
paid  no  manner  of  regajd  to  their  authority,  or  to  thrir 
wifeft  and  kniddt  counfHs,  cautions,  and  commands. 

31  Amidft  all  their  cunning  10  do  evil,  they  behaved 
like  perfons  void  of  common  fenfe,  reafon,  and  con- 

feiette  c, 


NOTE 

*  Filled  with  all  unrighf&fat&y  Teems  lt>  (at t  it  for  all  wqmiy,  or  &*lrsriey  v-h.:; 
be  a  more  gr&crat  citpix-ffioTt  of  their  ocorfd-  rifhL  a$  the  w ,  rd  { ’  propn  Jy 
_iufl  depravity,  as  in  the  follow'  and  is  olio*  rendered,  a*  ptrdeMlarJy'  in  i. 

: in p;  inftanra,  many  of  which  iturfl  needs  xii.  Atfs  fiii*  %  j,  i  Thu.  it,  *?♦  and 
'Coincide  with  any  Particular  view  of  i!  ;  and  iii  d.  And  To  It  ir. claves  ill  rhs  kUhAvir. - 
were  tC  not  thar  iitredef  GcJ  U  otieof  thcmr  lift  of  Hot  Gi>pt,  il.^mfclve*,  a..*i 

I  thooht  cUufe  to  tihdcrttfmd  ali  ttt^h (Wtot*/1-  othert,  whirh  wearv  (ol*M>y  the  anthems 
we/r  .to  mean  AriAly  all  imtevraHh,  in  Ycry  predcminam  ar  thar  Unrein  heathen  rs* 
tinfUnn  frnm  nsjpdfoitfc  as  in  vcr/18,  B«r,  tionV,  znd  panicukriy  ai  Vid. 

ctuiJkkring  tlut  cKccprion,  t  would  n(bfr~  Sjnzpfi 
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ireiiimt-h  inters , 
virh^nt  -  natural 
arc<i;oflt  impfo-* 
csfcfe,  UmutTcU 
bl: 


31  Who  fcnnw- 
ir.ij  judgment 

or  (that 

tl-.cj-  uhich  t'UOl- 

mi  lach  things 

s.c  4-iirlhy  of 
dr^th,]  not  m\\y 
A-j  tliL1  but 
hive  plcafhre  tn 
i\m  do 

cheat. 


fclence,  to  reftrain  and  conduit  them  in  rhings  pertain* 
mg  to  religion  and  morality,  and  to  their  own  bed  in^* 
trrcfUj  they  were  fo  perfidious,  that  no  piomifes*  can* 
rra£tt>  oaths,  or  engagements  to  God  or  man,  would 
hold  then?,  when  rh.y  had  opportunity  to  break  them; 
They  had  defaced  even  the  common  fentimiiits  of  hu~ 
m  a  nicy  to  their  fcllow-crciuuies,  and  their  neanft  a- 
kin;  parent  s  thcmftlvcs,  work  than  brutes,  loft  all  na¬ 
tural  affection  and  concern  for  the  children  of  their  own 
bowels :  yea,  whatever  relations  of  life  rhey  flood  in, 
when  once  they  were  olTcudid,  they  would  never  be 
reconciled  on  any  reafunib'e  terms;  and  they  had  no 
companion  for  the  mifcrablc,  nor  would  afford  theru 
any  relief,  but  delighted  in  cruelty  and  opprcfticn. 
What  horrible  enormities  are  tlicU*  which  fpread  a-, 
mong  the  heathens! 

32  And  that,  which  intxcufably  aggravates  all  this  r 
complicated  and  atrocious  viekednrfs,  is,  irm  th-_y  muft 
nerds  be  convinced,  by  the  light  of  nature*  and  by  rhe 
doctrines  of  their  wifeft  men  and  philufophcis,  or  the 
juft  ordination,  law,  and  will  of  God,  agatnft  all  th?fe 
deteftable  crimes,  and  that  they  have  loir.e  forebodings 
in  tbeir  own  ccniciences  of  a  judgment  to  come,  when 
ir  will  he  found,  that  perform  guilty  of  fuch  tranfgrcf- 
fious  deferve,  and  muft  fuffer,  the  few  reft  punifliments 
for  them,  even  to  the  worft  of  death*:  And  yet  they 
arc  fuch  lovers  of  Gn,  as  not  only  to  go  r  lolutcly  into 
the  practice  of  theie  abominations  themfclve%  bur  even 
to  encourage,  abet,  and  delight  in  thofr  that  dare  be 
vile  and  bold  enough  to  concur  with  thcmfdvcs,  and 
keep  rhem  in  countenance  by  commifting  the  fame. 
Surely  all  this  is  abundantly  lufficiem  to  prove,  that  the 
GentiitSi  perfons  of  fuch  hideous  charaiietp,  can  never 
be  juft: fled  by  any  works  ot  their  own;  but  that  they 
absolutely  need  a  Saviour,  by  faith  hi  whom  alone  any* 
of  them  can  obtain  this  benefit. 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  a  £rvat  and  fuitable  Saviour  is  our  Lord  Je fns  Chrift !  He  is  the  $**v  of 
Goth  according  to  his  divine  nature,  ikmoirttrauJ  to  he  fo  by  hi*  rvfumtflion 
from  the  dead  /  and  U  a  dtfcetdtut  of  David  ^  according  to  \iis  human  nature. 
All  the  blcflinfft  of  grace  and  peace  proertd  from  him,  and  are  t*  bcalked  uf  h:m, 
together  with  the  Father,  How  excellent  is  the  pdpcl*  ibat  allures  ns  of  tbk  i 
It  is  no  human  or  novel  invention.;  but  is  the  contrivance  of  God,  an d  u-as  fik: 


va.i-L  IV  4|  t^J  rv  V  I  1  4IHJ  I  U  *  LI  I  P  |  |  j.  IPI-T*  |  *■»  Km*  I  V. 

jn  revealed  io  Ihtlii;  and  it  ia  the  power  of  God  to  the  lakarien  of  all  Ions  of  fin 

■  4  IF  ■  ■  ,  i^h  ■  li  t  A  .  _  .  d  A  ■  B  X,  .  J_  ■.  ■  _  . 


jx>  anvil 
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portion  and  contempt  they  may  meet  with  from  men  on  it*  account  And*  O 
what  an  exceeding  pleafure  is  it  to  them  that  arc  Enthful  in  their  Lord*s  wort* 
to  ht^r  of  the  happy  fruits  of  the  jrofpd,  though  it  be  upon  utter  ft  rangers  to 
tliemfclves  !  They  heartily  blefs  God,  acd  frequently  pray  for  them,  and  even 
]m;g,  by  the  wih  of  God,  to  fee  ami  converfe  with  them,  that  they  may  com¬ 
municate  fome  farther  benefit  to  them  for  their  edification  and  eftabbihraent,  and 
may  eovnpEtre  fpiptual  experiences  for  their  mutual  con  fort  j  and  they  can  hum¬ 
bly  npp  eal  to  God  for  the  fincerity  of  tbeir  profeffinns  of  love  to  all  the  faints  that 
tore  beloved  of  h^t  an  undeniable  demftnftration  has  God  given  us  of  his 

being  ar.d  perfections  in  the  works  of  creation  !  With  what  exalted  though:* 
fhoultl  we  adore  the  great  Creator,  who  is  in  himfelf  completely  and  unchange* 
ably  bleffed  for  ever’  And  how  inejccu fable  are  they*  that  ftiflt  the  notion*  he  has 
given  them  of  himself  !  But  with  whar  hideous,  bumbling*  and  affe£tfng  defor¬ 
mity,  doth  the  corruption  oFliumim  nature  appear*  as  exemplified  in  the  hea¬ 
thens  J  How  vain  ^nd  wicked  arc  mankind  in  their  imaginations ;  and  what  un* 
godlinefs  and  unnghtcrti’fnrfs  are  they  funk  into,  in  defiance  of  a!]  the  light  of 
reaion  and  ecnfcio.w*  which  they  wickedly  fmo'bcr  ami  fupprefs  I  They  do  not 
like  to  retain  God  in  their  thoughts;  they  are  not  thankful  to  him  for  his  bene¬ 
fits,  nor  will  glorify  him  as  God  ;  but  fee  up  Idols  of  their  own*  as  competitors 
with  him  :  I  hey  entertain  grofs  conceptions  of  him,  and  make  the  rooft  unwor* 
thy  and  debaling  reprefentations  of  him  :  They  afiTedt  to  dishonour  him  in  idola¬ 
trous  ways  of  worfijip  by  images*  and  pay  the  religious  homage  to  creature* 
which  is  only  due  to  the  Creator:  And  being  left  to  themfelves,  there  j*  no  ini* 
quity  fo  abominable,  (hocking,  and  unnatural,  but  they  greedily  run  into  it,  and 
take  pleasure  in  feeing,  and  making  others  as  vile  as  themfelves,  though  their  own 
confcieoccs,  did  they  duly  refleft,  could  not  but  tell  them,  that  they  which  do 
fueh  things  rj'e  worthy  of  death*  How  juft  is  it  in  God  to  leave  ftupid  and  wil¬ 
ful  lingers  to  the  wav  of  tbeir  own  hearts,  and  to  jnllift  the  feverell  pumfhment 
upon  them  for  alt  their  iniquities.  The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  a* 
gainft  tb^m,  in  the  cleared  declarations  of  his  word,  in  the  awful  judgments  of 
bis  providence,  and  inthc  dilates  of  their  own  cunfcicncv*;  And  though  they 
profau  to  be  wife  in  natural  things,  and  arc  too  cunning  in  their  ways  of  finning 
sjgaifift  God  j  yet  they  really  arc,  and  will  one  d.iy  be  found  to  be  the  greateft  of 
fli  fools,  how  impoffible  is  if,  that  fuch  abominable  creatures  fhould  tverbe 
faved  by  any  right  con  facts  of  their  own  I  And  how  concerned  fliouhl  we  be,  un* 
dtr  all  our  fen  fa  of  guilt  and  danger,  to  place  our  entire  dependence  on  the  righ- 
tcwlhef?  of C hr  i  ft  re  veiled  in  the  go  fuel,  that  we  may  be  among  the  juft  who 
live  by  faith  ! 


► 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  apofile  proves  v  in  general ,  that  the  Jews  were  as  incapable  of  being 
jujiificd  bj  the  laix  of  Mcfes,  as  the  Gentiles  were  by  the  lam  of  tia- 
turf*  i 1 6.  And  gives  a  particular  account  of  the ft m  of  the  Jews, 

'  which  confuted  all  their  vain  confidences  in  their  external  privileges % 
as  if  ihifd  could  recommend  them  to  God’s  acceptance^  17,-29. 

Tm,  Paraphrase, 

►yPtfrefort  thou  o.TNCE  the  virath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  a - 
*rt O  gainjl  all  tmgodHaefs  and  vnrightcoufncfs  of  meny  of 

what  nation  foever  they  be,  { chap -  L  18,)  and  finee  the 
fins  of  the  G entile  st  againft  rheir  fmall  remains  of 
fight,  leave  them  incxcufable,  and  incapable  of  being 
Juliifitd  by  the  law  of  nature:  certainly  then  ye* 


cb.  s;. 


The  E f  ifth  to  the  Ro&UHS  pttraphrafed. 


blc,  0  man ,  who- 

fn-.C"  rhou  arr, 

:  f  jt 

»  hi  rein  thou 
JnUgcft  ano>  her 

thou  condemned 
ihyfjf;  fontion 
I  ha;  judgeft  t\ oft 
the  umc  things, 


t  But  we  are 
lute  lhai  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  God 
is  according  to 
mtth^gainflthtm 

which 


Jew  *y  who  arc  extremely  ready  u-  fall  in  with  all  that 
hft&  been  faid  of  the  Gentiles  t  and  to  paf*  the  leveled  jurtg* 
ment  againft  them,  mult  give  an  account  of  yo^i'lelves  to 
God,  and  are  liable  to  his  wrath  as  well  as  they*  You* 
O  man*  whoever  you  are,  or  whatever  your  pretences 


be,  ar^f  at  leuftj  as  much  mcxiufablc-,  and  incapable 
of  obtaining  life  by  any  law  of  works,  as  the  Gentiles 
ihettitidves :  For  your  magnifying  tlicir  crimes,  and 
cenfuring  their  perlons,  as  molt  vile  abandoned  wretch¬ 
es,  that  deferve  nothing  but  wrath  and  vtngeaiice,  is, 
in  effect,  though  not  intentionally,  a  giving  judgment 
againft  yuurfelf,  to  your  own  condemnation,  as  one  who 
is  in  the  very  fame  obnoxious  circumftvinccs :  For  you, 
who  fet  up  fora  judge  of  them,  anti  arc  fo  unnuriifully 
Ct-verein  your  prejudices  and  concisions  aguinft  them, 
are  guilty  of  many  of  the  fame,  or  worfe  enormities, 
and  that  in  defiance  of  much  greater  light,  and  with 
the  high  aggravation  of  a  haughty,  ralh,  and  cenfori- 
ous  fpirit,  in  the  judgment  you  pafs  upon.  them* 

2  But  how  harfh  and  rigid  foever  you  may  be  in 
yourfenttmee  upon  others,  and  how  partial  and  favour* 
able  fotver  to  yourfclf,  wc,  who  arc  acquainted  with 
the  word  of  God,  and  know  any  thing  of  his  nature 
ant]  perfections,  as  infinitely  holy,  wife,  and  good,  are 
very  lure  that  the  declarations  he  h^s  made,  by  his 
word  and  works,  of  his  foreboding  Tef-nt incurs  againit 
tinners,  are  highly  equitable,  and  may  be  depended  u* 
pon  a*  the  greareit  reality  j  and  we  are  equally  allured, 
that  the  fcntcnce  he  will  pjfs,  and  the  judgment  he  wilt 
execute  upon  them,  at  the  lad  day,  will  be  undeniably 

right 

N  o  T  I!* 


*  haTc  thought  rha*  the  apoftle  here 
ri'nUmics  ro  freak  of  *l*c  amt  p:*r- 

rWUrtyof  their  phibfefhfr*,.  who.  declaimed 
and  cenfured  the  vices  of  oihers 

whiE?  they  thcmfclvct  arc  piihy  of  the  fame; 
er  of  their  migiftraM,  who  judged  2nd  j;«* 
nlfhej  others  tar  faults  which  were  aichsn^t- 
ahJc  on  thcmfclycSi  Others  fuppofe,  that  he 

more  generally  argues  again  ft  ali  ftrfot£$9  of 
whjt  Smarter  /never*  that  are  apt  to  be  fe¬ 
ver?  in  condemning  others  tut  their  fios,  and 
to  orerlool.  the  lame,  or  as  had  in  themfdves. 
flat*  i  hough  the  tall  of  theft  fenfci  may  be 
very  wdl  inducted  in  tJtc  apoftlt**  deftgn,  1 
h?r  think,  that  he  rtirertJy  intended  the 
7^4'S  :  Var  coii*iuutn<v  ht*  difenurte  ail  along 
lo  die  fame  per  lb*)*,  ne  eapraikly  mentions 
iheEi  asthf  immediate  objert  of  nU  addreft, 
rj- 1  t*  and  proccciis  from  t  henceforward  *to 

frak  to  the  in  iii  the  f  >1  lowing  verfts,  under 

chir-ift<:rs  which  amount  r<>,  atri  oepbin  his 
mnnirg  in.  wha:  he  here  toys  about  iheir 
/sdf.’itj  and  st  the  JaDttrtieee  duing  the 


like  rhings  themfelvcsL  Jr  therefore  fee m* 
evident,  that  he  here  Tunis  hisdiU'jdncfrwu 

the  Geuriin  to  them,  u ho,  a<  cnrJinj*  to 
filin'* a  own  account,  in  (tvcral  pan*  of  id* 
h  tilery  of  the  wjrs  <Jfibc  were  at  this 

time  exceeded  hy  nw  nation  iti  Inivpiity  ;  hi:t 
were  far  more  wicked  th±i;  iV.<r  men  of  Swum* 
that  \*crc  confuted  bj?  fre  iron)  hvaveu  : 
Forihev  prartifed  and  encouraged  uwiator;il 
impurities,  and  omitted  fiu  kind  of  wicked* 
ncfit  that  ever  was  in  the  memory  ol  mu:* 
And  the  apoitlc’s  addrt  ftStig  ilum  i:i  this  and 
the  third  verfc,  itmlrr  the  appcllanon  cf 

Oman/  wuh«ut  pvrticolarfpceifying  wh^t  m^n 

he  meant*  might  be  to  introduce  his  delict 
Ju  the  moil  inoricnltv?  msna^r  that  niig1  t  be; 
as  lib  to  remind  tlrcm  that  they  were  of  the 
fame  commoM  deprived  human  nature  «iih 
the  Geti&t  thetnlcivrs  ;  aiid~o  pru  them  up¬ 
on  civifirienig  the  iorx  of  thih general  »rurfc, 
with  4  |>jr:icuW  applies mn  m  thenuclvea;  as 
nstoml  Ci -c  it nrc*.  and  a>  uriijerts  of  rr.or^J 
go^mnwntj  were  icrjum able  lo  Gi>d* 


3<5o 

ilum  which  com 
uni  inch  things* 


$  Ami  t S i k  ■ 
eft  thou  ibi*t  {) 
min,  thr  Vi 
them  h:c»tch  i!o 
ftith  Ib  nfti  'Jdd 

doft:hi.'liia  c  that 
thou  lhalt  dCJpc 
the  ikki^fr.ciit  or 

Cad? 


4  Or 

thou  inc  il-hrs  of 
hi*  po---d r^-  lsY  and 
fn  hr -cj  ,  .i»i-i 
]ot^  ^  fuflWinjj  j 

IJ04  kr'OvtiHtf  that 
*  ^ 

CI^  of 

Old  km  wifth  f  lice 

rip&uiiujcc? 


V  Ent^enhy 

haoireu  and  in:- 
penitent  h^-irt  * 

Uitt- 


The  SpiJIU  to  the  Romans  paraphrased*  Cb.  iu 

right  and  juft,  not  according  fo  outward  appearances 
oniy,  but  aramiing  to  the  true  (late  of  things,  and  ac- 
Coi  ti:t»g  to  denial  rules  of  righteoufhefs  and  the  truth 
of  hi*  word,  agiiuil  all  diofe,  without  refpeot  of  perfons, 
of  one  nation  more  than  another,  that  have  been  wor¬ 
kers  of  fueh  iniquities  as  are  contrary  to  any  law  of 
his,  which  he  has  made  known  to  them* 

3  And  can  any  cue  among  you,  who  is  a  man  en¬ 
dued  with  re.afoit  and  under  ft  a  ruling,  entirely  depen¬ 
dent  upon  God,  and  accountable  to  him  for  all  your 
thoughts,  words,  and  deeds.  Can  any  of  you,  I  fay, 
go  into  fo  vain,  irrational,  and  injurious  an  imagina¬ 
tion,  as  that  you,  who  are  fo  halty  and  dogmatical  in 
arraigning  and  condemning  others,  at  the  bar  ol  your 
weak  and  fallible  judgment,  for  crimes,  which  at  rhtf 
fame  time  you  yoinfrlfare  guilty  of,  fhall  be  exempted 
from,  or  avoid  a  fentenee  and  execution  of  God's  ter¬ 
rible  wrath,  when  yon  (hall  he  fummoned  to  appear  at 
his  awful  and  impartial  tribunal  ?  There  can  be  no  mail* 
ner  of  ground  for  fitch  a  iotid  expectation  a$  this* 

4  Or  aic  you  fo  fordily  ungrateful,  as  to  flight,  abufe, 
and  pervert,  not  only  the  common  bounties  of  his  pro¬ 
vidence }  but  the  more  excellent  and  abundant  privi¬ 
leges  and  blcflings  of  a  religious  nature,  which  in  his 
free  favour  he  has  bellowed  upon  you,  above  the  6>n- 
tiles  ?  And  do  you  take  oceafion  to  go  mro  your  tref- 
pafles,  and  to  itifult  and  defpife  the  reft  of  the  world, 
becaufe  judgment  is  not  fpeedily  executed  upon  you, 
{Ecckf*  viii*  i  k)  but  God  inercifillly  bears  with  you,  and 
cxercifes  long  continued  patience,  in  defcEring  to  pu- 
ni Hi  you  for  your  great  and  numerous  provocations?  Or 
are  you  fo  ftuptJ,  as  not  to  apprehend,  ctmflder,  and 
rdk£t  upon,  the  obligations  and  iuiiearments  of  his 
rnulnplied  favours,  and  their  tendency  and  ddign  to 
overcome  your  obfiinacy,  and  to  m-lt  your  heart  into 
the  nrcoft  ingenuous  contrition  and  furrow  for  your  fins, 
with  an  utter  abhorrence  of  them,  and  full  purpofe,  by 
divine  grace,  to  turn  from  them  to  chat  God,  vhofe 
goodntfs  encourages  hopes  of  bhilirigs*  through  Jcfus 
Cnrift,  to  crernal  life  ?  This  is  luch  an  aggravation  of 
fin,  as  ixcc&ls  all  ih.it  the  heathen  are  capable  of,  who 
nwer  were  indulged  with  your  fight  and  privileges* 
And  ver  you  cannot  clear  ynurfelf  of  this  heinous  cb  age* 

q  Hut  (**►*  J.)  according  to  the  vvilfuliy  contracted, 
as  well  as  natural  fluhbormxTs  and  infenfibUity  of  your 
permit  he.-trt,  which  is  confirmed  therein,  by  a  long 
tuatim  of  fuming  i  and  according  to  irs  unyielding  and 
uniule’Hmg  tefv.sh.Tj  which  perfifts  in  iniquity »  and  op- 
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Vaftief!  up  no-  pofes  the*  fjoTpel  way  of  deliverance  from  it,  you  arc 

heaPinS  UP  a  hl1K*  ™cfc  of  wrath,  znd  daily  provoking 
oi  wntU,  and  re*  Gbd  more  and  more  to  mfiift  it :  And  this  you  do  with 
vrU:ior>  of  (he  33  rnuch  diligence  and  cagcmtfs,  as  if  you  were  gather* 

ftK^rCodt^"  ing  together  a- valuable  treafure  j  and  by  per  Tilting  in 

your  unbelief  and  other  fins,  you  are  perpetually  adding 
fuel  to  feed  and  increafe  the  dreadful  flames  of  divine 


f  Who  will 
muter  to  every 
.K£fefttii;£to 
JtcUi ; 


7  To  them, 
by  patient 
cunfiimaACe  in 

well- 


vengeance,  which  at  prefen t,  like  a  treafure,  is  in  great 
meafnre  hid  with  God,  hut  is  fecretly  preparing  and  re¬ 
ferred  in  his  breafi,  agairdt  the  great  and  terrible  day  of 
judgment,  when  he  will  pour  out  full  viab  of  unniixt 
wrath  upon  impenitent  and  unbelieving  finners:  And 
to  fhew  that  his  refcntmrnr  is  not  tike  rbe  wrath  of  man, 
pailionate,  arbitrary,  and  caufelefs,  he  vjitl  bring  to 
light  the  hidden  things  of  darknefst  (1  Cor*  iv.  5-)  and 
will  mike  the  equity  and  juftice  of  alhhts  proceedings 
therein  fo  unexceptlonably  evident,  that  every  one’s  own 
confcience,  aod  the  whole  world  of  angels  and  men, 
fhjU  be  forced  to  own  ir  to  be  the  righteous  judgment 
of  God. 

6  Who  will  di (tribute  rewards  and  punifhments,  with 
the  utmeft  impartiality,  to  every  individual  of  man¬ 
kind,  of  what  nation  or  proftflion  foever  he  be,  nor  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  infallible  and  mi flakcnycen furious  or  felf* 
(burning  judgment  of  men  *;  but  according,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  good,  or  evil  nature  and  degree  of 
each  one’s  works,  as  they  really  are  in  ihemfelvcs,  and 
in  the  divine  account,  and  (lull  witiicf*  f;*r,  or 

Mm,  as  one  who  is,  or  is  not,  accepted  of  God  in 
Chrift,  through  faith  in  him. 

7  As  to  thofe  who  by  a  patient  ptrfcvering  exercife 
of  an  effectual  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  f,  and  practice 

of 

NOTES* 


*  J Un&Ting  dcnrdivg  h  Hi  fads  relies  to 
tlic  ofrfurqudiry,  and  prQptrlhnitf  his  deeds; 
ar.d  to  h  si  dejHiption  of  the  rale  of  Gad's 
prncccdtfijp  in  judgment,  and  of  th  e  pa  fins 
ftali  iicc'-ve  its  difleicnt  awdii  I'w 
though  it  t*  iru*,  that  impenitent  unbelievers 
ItuU  be  re^idud  fort  as  well  as  <hvW- 
Vig  to  their  worn*,  and  the  t’eripture  often 
jp  of  th dr  fins  a?  the  dtjcrvivg  taufe  of 
tl'tir  puniikmtnt;  ytf  i;  never  Ules  fudt  Ian- 
uiih  refpeft  to  the  rewards  of  the  rigl*- 
uhis;  jiid  (he  word  here  uted, 

drfivirihg  nrgiz4*£  in  a  way  of  fc* 
71,^  as  well  as  In  way  of  dtfsrL  (StC 
ti/tftil.  jcxvii.  56  Lake  in-  4**  and  z  T?w. 
iv  b*)  H^rvtr,  a^  the  reward  of  grace  is 
in  on  :ecoiijH  of  wlut  Chvitt 

h  i*  Cr>ne  i::d  mitered,  God  brir»£  sad 

cf  bits*  t Hiitvn  U  Jf-h  £rb*p, 


iiit  ii)  fo  the  final  retribution  to  the  tigli* 

teens  as  well  to  the  wicked,  will  lie  a  re* 
vffaiivx  *f  &£  hjt btcvu  ( j'rd^ mttit  *tf  G&d;  *h&- 
c*»fc  ir  wilt  be  oi^nagcd  tit  an  racily  bnpar- 
lial  with  regard  to  Jtws  and  Gets* 

tiUs  a;  the  UM  day,  according  it  IhpU  ap¬ 
pear  by  tlicif  deals,  that  (mairoilitr  of  thefe 
chan<tm  belongs  in  them ;  and  will  promd 
on  the  ground  of  Lbnjfs  n*hitCbfu<f\.  toward 
the  believer,  af  ueU  j*  c-tt  ground  of  f*r- 
fhnai  ft*  merit  toivard^  otherj;, 

f  What  i$  here  rendered  wcM- doing t  pro. 
pcily  g  gtod  7«orl,  tn  the  ijnguJac 

number,  (^>>t  a.y*fw)  and  U  oppuleil  to  nai 
obrAi*z  in  rlu:  following  vcrJe, which 

1  taki-  la  \>?  of  put  tuhmittiny;  to  God^ \ 
ar.thori:y  \n  the  utkcIi  UempliaJr.d- 

l]f  cailrd  **tv  i  :hi  ivorJ  of  irvlb*  anil  tbr 
Jrj;:.'  ,**-■  ^->  cr,  {;  L': *f-  lu  1  *■*  >3- 

iJ  il  1  »  -r  **  A-  * 

dlld 


Ch.  it, 


wdl*ching,  ftek 
fpr  glory,  tod  bo- 
lovMiidimmgr* 
talky  i  eternal 
life; 


9  But  unto  them 
that  are  content 
tfoos,  and  do  not 
obey  the  truth, 
hat  obey  unrigh- 
;  indig- 
si  ion  andurrh; 

p  Tribulation 
Hid  anguifa  upon 
every  foul  of  man 
that  doth  evil,  or 
the  Jew  firlh  and 
alio  of  the  Gen¬ 
tile. 
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of  every  good  work*  as  its  fruit  and  evidence  and  that 
without  fainting  under  difeoutagements*  or  fretting  at 
God's  gracious  dealings  with  the  Gentiles?  and  who 
(hall,  in  God's  way  and  method  of  faivarion,  carneflly- 
feet  after  that  glory  and  honour  which  come  from  him 
only,  and  which  (hall  be  perfirft- d  in  the  (late  of  tifeand 
wwwrtaiity,  that  thrift  has  brought  to  light  by 

tbego/jpcl?  when  the  body  itfeif  (hall  be  raided  incorrup¬ 
tible  and  immortal,  (x  Cor.  xv.  53,  $4*)  As  to  thofe,  I 
fay,  who  have  fuch  an  high  efteem  of  this  heavenly 
bieflednds,  and  are  fo  defirous  of  it,  in  preference  ro  all 
things  ctfe,  as  neither  to  be  fitisfied  without  it,  nor  nc- 
gl e£t  the  appointed  means  of  obtaining  it,  God,  in  the 
riches  of  his  grace,  will  confer  upo:i  them  the  reward 
of  eternal  life,  in  full  confidence  with  his  juftice,  ou 
account  of  thar  righreoufnefs  which  is  revealed  to  faith 
in  the  gofpel.  ( Chap *  i*  17*) 

8,  9  But  3$  to  thofe  that,  like  the  generality  of  the 
JctuS)  are  of  a  litigious  fpirit,  quarrelling  with  God  wA 
his  glorious  difpenfation  of  grace  towards  th^.Gcntikj? 
or  with  any  of  clip  important  do&rines  of  Ctirilt,  and 
with  his  frrvanrsfor  rmniftring  it  ro  them  ;  and  thar  do 
not  them frives  cheerfully  fuhmit  to  his  authority,  and 
pay  obedience  to  his  command,  in  cordially  receiving 
the  truth  of  the  gofprl  by  faith  ;  but  on  the  contrary 
yield  thcrnfelves  up,  as  willing  fervanrs,  to  unbelief  and 
all  iniquity,  and  go  into  uncharitable  cenfures  of  othen-j 
God  in  bis  righteous  judgment,  will  infliflthe  treni  n- 
dous  efledls  of  his  utenoft  deteftation  and  vindictive  juf* 
tice  upon  them,  which  will  bring  infupporublc  terrors 
and  agonizing  formenrs  into  the  very  toul  of  all  thole 
that  (halt  then  be  found  ro  have  been  impenitent  and 
unbelieving  tranfgreffurs,  (2  fhtf.  ri  7,  8,  9  )  \  which 
vengeance  (hall  be  executes  fijft  of  all  upon  the  Jews9 
whofe  advantages  have  b^en  create!!,  even  upon  thofe 
Ifraflitts  to  whom  pert  awed  the  adoption?  See,  ( chap * 
tx.  4.)  and  to  whom  the  fir  ft  pr^pofal  uf  the  gofpel  was 
made,  but  by  whom  it  was  ohftinaiely  lefuled,  [/fils 
xiii.  46.)  j  and  then  upon  the  CentUrs*  who,  reje&mg 
Clirifl  and  the  gofpe),  (hall  no  more  efcape  than  the 
Jews%  though  one  and  the  other  (hall  be  puntfhed  in  a 
juft,  proportion  to  their  crimes,  according  to  the  light 
and  advantages,  be  they  more  or  lefs,  which  they  fin 
again  ft, 

10  But 

T.  E.  ' 

f ike  of  Chrift,  who  ii  beikved  on,  th*i  tier- 
nal  life  is  bell  >«»d  upon  See  (he  note 

on  eh-p,  i„  17,  and  Dr*  Whifrf*  note* 
theft  rtfft*. 


N  O 

and  CaU  i.  rO  Therefore  frith  is 

fcems  to  he  at  baft  included,  if  not  prind* 
pally  intended,  in  (hUu 'tii-dangi  though  it 
it  not  for  the  Hike  of  ihjt,  or  of  atiy  £t*ud 
works  which  it  produce?,  but  oidy  for  the 


Qu  iL 

10  But  f1«7t 
fcoMiir,  and  puce 
in  iwy  man  chit 

workrth  good,  U) 

the  Jcif  fiWl,  and 
abb  to  like  Con- 
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-t 

T> 


it  For  therein 
fta  r?1pctt  of 
p^Cni  with  God. 


■a  Fat  at  nta* 

air  s s  have  finned 
without  Uw  Hiatt 
aJtV  jvrilh  vrilh* 
o:H  tiw :  and  as 
as  hive 
fbmed  in  the  law 
ihatl  be  judged 
frv  ilte  Uv,j 


10  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  I  fay  again,  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  Gentile^  as  well  as  of  the  Jew^  that 
God  will  gracioufly  beftow  immortal  glory  and  honour, 
attended  with  the  Tweeted  harmony  and  delight,  to  their 
utmoft  perfection  in  heaven,  upon  every  one  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  who  fttall  be  found  to  have  been  a  Gncere  be¬ 
liever,  and  a  worker  of  that  which  is  truly  good,  upon 
gofpel  principles,  and  to  gofpel  ends  ;  tthich  hldlednds 
God  will  afluredly  confer  on  the  believing  /viw,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  former  promifcs,  and  his  gracious  deGgn  in 
firft  fending  the  gofpel  to  them  ;  and  likewife  on  all 
thofe  Gentiles ,  that  are,  or  fhall  be  convened  to  the  faith 
of  Chrift,  and  fo  become  Abraham's  feed  and  heirs  at* 
cording  to  ike  promife ,  {QaL  iiL  29.)  notwithfianding 
their  having,  for  fo  many  ages  before,  been  jlrangcrs 
from  the  covenant:  of  prcm:fet  having  no  bopey  and  be¬ 
ing  without, God  in  the  world .  ( Eph .  ii,  12*) 

11  For  in  palling  the  final  fetitence,  and  diftributing 
rewards  and  pumilirnems,  at  the  great  day  cf  account, 
God  will  make  no  partial  diftinftions  of  peifons,  either 
in  their  favour,  or  to  their  difad  vantage,  of  whatever  na¬ 
tion  or  parentage  they  be,  on  account  of  their  outward 
condition,  privileges,  prnfdfioas,  or  pretences,  on  one 
hand;  or  of  their  former  ignorance  and  wickednefs,  on 
the  other :  But  he  will  proceed  daftly  according  to  his 
own  unerring  knowledge  of  them,  and  the  plain  evi¬ 
dences  that  (halt  appear  for,  or  againft  (hem,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  righteous  rule  of  judgment  concerning 
them  ;  yea,  he  will  deal  impartially  with  all  mankind, 
whatever  their  chcumftances  be* 

M 

r  2  As  to  the  poor  ignorant  heathens  1  though,  in 
their  preftnt  ftate  of  darknefs  and  idolatry  they  are  out 
of  the  way  of  falrattoa,  yet  their  condemnation  will  be 
lefs  than  that  of  the  Jews^  who  (hall  finally  perfift  in 
unbelief  For  a*  many  of  them  as  have  finned,  with¬ 
out  the  clear  inftruftions,  commands,  and  prohibitions 
of  the  taw,  publifhed  at  mount  Sinai)  (hall  be  punifhed 
only  in  proportion  to  tbeir  disadvantageous  circum fian¬ 
ces,  and  their  noo-i approvement  of  fuch  light  as  they 
had,  and  not  with  an  extremity  equal  to  the  aggrava¬ 
tions  that  attend  the  olFences  of  thofe,  who  hare  violated 
the  revealed  taw.  And  as  to  the  Jewsy  who  have 
lived  under,  and  in  the  midfl  of  the  plainer  light,  de¬ 
mands  and  threamingts  of  the  law  of  Aicfes$  which  was 
fo  awfully  and  publicly  made  known  to  them ;  every 
one  of  thefr,  who  has  tr«;:fgiefied  it,  and  rejefts  the 
oniy  Saviour,  fhall  be  mere  Severely  dealt  with  in  judg¬ 
ment  anfwerable  to  thr  higher  aggravations  of  his  fins, 

and 
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1 y  (For  not 
the  hearers  of 
the  hi.v  <tre  juft 
U-fort  God*  but 
the  do;n  of  the 
bv  ftuli  be  jutli- 
hed. 


14  For  when 
the  Gentiles  t 
w'licli  have  nut 
the  Liw*clo  by  na¬ 
ture  the  things 
CofltiiiijL'l  in  lhe 
Jaw,  tMe  having 
not  the  taw,  are  a 
law  unto  them- 
ielvca : 


if  Wlii cf*  fiicw 
the  work  of  ths 
uKmco  in 
their  hearts,  tue\r 

con* 


and  according  to  the  heaviefl  curfe  of  this  holy  lav. 

13  For  how  much  foever  the  Jews  boa  ft  of  their  law, 
and  vainly  imagine  themfelvcs  to  be  fafe  for  heaven,  be- 
caufe  they  are  acquainted  with  the  letter  of  ic;  yet 
they  will  find,  when  they  come  to  be  judged  by  ir,  that 
it  is  not  they  who  merely  read,  ftudy,  and  hear  ir,  that 
art  righteous  in  God’s  account  ;  but,  according  to  the 
tenor  of  that  very  Jaw  irfelf  it  is  only  thofe  who  com c 
up  to  its  high  demands,  in  perfect  ooedh  nee  to  a!  1  its 
precepts,  that,  by  virtue  of  its  fen  fence,  fhiil  be  ac¬ 
quitted  from  condemnation,  amt  be  infilled  and  adjud¬ 
ged  to  eternal  life :  Even  as  Mofes  defertbes  the  rightccuf- 
nefs  ef  the  lavsj  that  the  mm  which  doth  ihoje  things 
Jiatl  live  by  themy  {chap.  x*  y  ) :  but  it  is  written^  Cf/r- 
jed  is  every  one  that  continues  not  in  all  things  which 
are  written  in  the  hook  of  the  law  to  do  them ,  {Gat*  Hi, 
10,)  And  therefore  the  finning  Jews  need  a  better 
nghteoufnefs  than  their  own  to  jollify  them  in  Cod’s 
fight,  as  much  as  t\\ecGsntilts  thcmfelves,  and  will  he 
undoubtedly  condemned  without  it j  by  the  terms  of 
their  own  law,  as  the  Gentiles  alfo  will  be  by  the 
terms  of  theirs. 

For  when  nny  of  the  Gentiles^  who  are  deftiru*e 
of  a  fupeniaturai  revelation,  and  fo  have  not  the  wrir- 
ten  law,  do  nevcnhelefs,  by  the  Sola  tea  of  natural 
lighr,  perform  fome  duties,  which,  for  the  fubftanceof 
them,  are  comprehended  in  the  moral  law,  that  was  de¬ 
livered  by  Mofes  i  Thefe  heathens,  though  grangers  to 
that  revealed  law,  have  a  rule  of  action  in  their  own 
minds,  which  has  the  force  of  a  law  10  ibrcik  and  bind 
them,  with  legard  to  what  they  ougbt-to  avoid  and  do,  in 
their  behaviour  toward  God  and  others,  and  in  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  themfelves. 

tj  They  hereby  fliew  that  they  have  fome  remains 
of  that  natural  principal  of  rtafon  and  reflection,  which 
difeovers  the  requirements  amt  prohibitions  of  the  law  t> 
with  refpect  to  iume  general  notions  of  good  and  evil, 

truth 


notes. 

*  T <*  Pippoft,  as  feme  do,  that  the  a*  fluids  obedience,  it  dearly  frits  his  main 
poftie  here  lirfaks  of  the  way  in  wHch  any  vicar*  to  prove  the  needftty  of  jufti fixation  by 
cS’it  h*ye  tnni£refled  the  m ora]  la. w  are  to  that  r^f kttoufaefi  of  Gad,  TttJnd  it  rrviaUd  in 
be  iultifcd  before  God*  is  lo  fubvert  the  frbap,  i  17,) 

whole  delign  of  hb  argument,  and  to  mike  f  This  fhewi  that  by  the  Anv,  the  ape  file 
him  directly  contradict  *hat  be  f*Ys  in  winiK  here  principally  intended  the  iwcrj/  law  1  For 
Jng  it  up,  via,  TVwf  fbt  rf/rdi  the  tour  the  GesUles  vert  unda  no  uhlijjasion  to  ab- 
fejb  flail  hjiiftMi*  hlsjtgbt^  (Chip,  iiuao.)  err*  the  ceremonial  law;  and  it  was  only 
It  therefore  iccirs  need  liny  to  uodcrfland  the  feme  remains  of  the  ewiai  Uw*  that  were 
ap  ti fHe,  as  here  fpcaking  of  the  pro ja;r  tenor  written  tn  their  hearts,  and  ft  c  wed  them 
of  thcUw,  and .the  only  lejms  upon  which  tiieir  du»y  in  many  things  t-hich  they  d  \& 
iiy  one  cjfl  ju:i  ified  by  it ;  and  Jb,  fiirv  not  comply  with, 
vac  can  preyed  t<s  hare  always  pcrfornvd 
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lotifrience  alio 
htari  m;  wil  nefs, 
and  j£at  thoughts 
the  mc'n  white 
arciifmg,  or  tt£e 
exciting  ouranu- 
thtr,) 


ttf  In  the  riqy 
when  tiod  (hail 

r:A  £ e  rhf  fetret? 

f  ”  -w 

i-'  iven  by  JcPjs 
t;hi  i(t,  according 

tO  TtJ  gO  f  pd* 


t ;  Behold,  thou 

an 


truth  and  fa  I  fe  hood,  right  and  wrong,  and  was  original¬ 
ly  written,  as  it  were,  by  the  wifdom,  power,  goodnefs, 
and  holinefs  of  God,  in  men*£  hearts.  They  have  like* 
wife  fuch  a  practical  judgment  concerning  themfdves, 
with  reference  to  a  future  tribunal,  as  is  a  fwift  and 
plain  witnefs  within  them,  whether  they  conform  to, 
or  violate  that  principle,  which  is  inftead  of  an  external 
law  to  them  ■,  and  at  the  time  rime  they  "have  reafoniugs 
in  their  own  thoughts,  whereby  they  pafs  fentcnce,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  light  of  their  confidences,  and,  by  turns, 
either  accufc,  check,  and  reproach  them  for  what  they 
do  arniis,  or  acquit,  and  applaud  them  for  what  they  do 
well ;  and  fo  they,  in  many  inftatices,  are  confcioas  to 
themftlves  of  their  tranfgreffing  the  law  of  nature : 
Unlds  therefore  they  have  a  better  righteou  finds  than 
their  own,  to  anfwer  for  them  in  judgment,  they  will  al- 
fo  be  jullly  and  unavoidably  condemned  at  the  bar  of  God* 

16  The  impartial  retributions  before  mentioned  (vrr, 
12  )*  (hall  be  made  in  that  great  and  awful  day,  in  which 
God  will  call  the  whole  world  to  an  account,  and  will 
critically  (caret)  into,  bring  to  light,  and  prafs  judgment 
upon,  not  only  the  open  a£ts,  profit  lli  on  st  and  preten¬ 
ces,  but  likewise  the  mod:  private  management,  and 
even  the  mofl  iacred  thoughts,  difpofmons,  principles, 
motives,  endSj  and  diTigns  of  all  mankind  ;  and  this 
he  will  do  by  J^fus  Chrift,  {/4£tj  zvii,  31.)  who  will 
then  viiibly  appi  ar  with  divine  majrfly  in  human  na¬ 
ture,  as  the  gicat  Judge  of  aSl,  (2  Tim*  iv,  ft*)  to  pafs 
a  decifive  and  irreveiGblc  fentenc  ■  upon  them  that  fit 
under  the  gofpel',  according  ro  its  tenor,  (Mark  xd* 
16.)  as  well  as  upon  other  yew*  according  to  the  law 
of  Mijeiy  and  upon  rhr  lieai hens,  according  to  rhe  law 
of  nature,  ( ver .  n.)  and  whole  judging  the  whole 

world  in  rigWoufnrfs,  at  that  day,  is  made  known  by 
the  gofpel-do&rine,  which  is  not  properly  my  own,  as 
if  1  were  the  author  of  it  \  but  a  difpenfation  of  which 
is  committed  to  me,  and  which  I  preach  by  revelation 
from  Jefus  Chrift.  (tiph*  iii*  2,  3,  &c.) 

17  Now,  to  co  nc  fliil  elofer  to  your  confidences,  to 
whom  1  am  molt  immediately  fpeakmg,  (fee  the  note 


NO 

*  This  Mrftj  I  think,  (lands  properly  fit 
ennneftiun  with  rhe  twelfth;  lad  the  three 
t^tcrrtifdtJtc  verits  arc  to  he  dctEicrl  1  parch 
iludi*,  si  they  rtir.d  in  the  tew  :  Fur  there 
the  apoftlc  had  been  fpeifcing  of  the  tentcuce 
tow  fhotild  be  palled  upon  and  (Jen* 
vM :  aud  An-/  he  tell*  □*  the  $imt*  when,  and 
t'w  pfrfin  by  whum  it  ihould  be;  aid 

to  ntyflfpct,  may  relate  cipher  fas'1 
iaott  bive  ibjipeied)  to  the  gofipcPt  Uuo*  1 


on 

T  E* 

txU  $f  juJfimtnt  to  that  are  favoured 

will*  it,  a?  the  lav  t,r  nature  will  he  to  the 
heathen,  and  the  law  of  'V«G-j  to  (he  Jewsi 
Or  rather,  i;  ferm$  hy  the  to  rc- 

b:e  du?£tly  to  chc  day  or  jwljjfnrnt’* 

nrtiJf  W*en  t9  ft'  fv  Vt/arj  €hri$t  hi  "ha 
&p'’£He<  preaching  of  the  gotae),  as  this 
phalli  3,  Tira*  lu  aS*  But  1  have 

iftcn  bui!*  foiici  inio  iLc  p^raphrifc* 
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in  «alL*d  a  Jew, 

and  rcilcrt  ui  tho 
law,  and  m-ikcft 
l(ty  boaft  of  t^*d ; 


it  And  brow* 
aft  Ajj  #iU,  md 
ipptpvirt  the 
thing*  that  arc 
more  cudlmt  , 

being  ioflitjAed 
tut  of  the  Jaw ; 


it  And  art 
c.ir»  Silent  ,  that 
thou  thyfelf  art  x 
guide  of  tbc  blind, 
a  light  of  them 
which  *Tt in  dark* 
kef«, 


10  Aninftnw- 
tof  of  the  foolifti, 
a  teacher  of  habu, 
which  haft  the 
form  of  J(  now-* 
Wge  aitd  of  the 
buth  in  the  law. 
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oq  ver *  I*}  and  to  convince  you  of  your  grand  raiftatc 
in  all  your  vain  dependences  on  the  law  of  Mips*  Ob- 
ferue  how  the  matter  Hands  with  relation  to  the  chief 
of  your  privileges*  You,  who  unmerciful! y  condemn 
the  heathens,  are  indeed  commonly  known  by  the  cha¬ 
rter  of  a  Jew,  and  pride  yourfelf  in  this,  as  if  it  in- 
titled  you  to  all  the  bleffings  of  your  father  Abraham^ 
and  fee u red  yon  for  eternal  life  :  But  you  have  only  the 
name  of  a  as  you  are  fo  by  birth  and  profeffion, 

without  being  fo  really  or  in  God’s  accounr,  and  in  the 
btft  fenfe  of  that  term,  (Arv*  ii.  9*)  ;  and  you  mightily 
value  yourfelf  upon  having  the  oracles  of  God  commit¬ 
ted  to  you,  and  being  acquainted  with  Mops'*  taw,  and 
reft  fa  tit.fi  ed  in  this,  without  looking  any  further  for 
ju  A  ifi  cation  and  falvation;  you  alfo,  with  carnal  fecu- 
my,  glory  in  your  profdEon  of  GoH,  as  your  covenant 
God,  and  as  the  author  of  your  religion,  and  the  ob* 
j oil  of  your  worfhip;  and  you  claim  his  tavour,  as  if 
it  were  appropriated  jo  yopr  own  nation,  and  no  evil 
could  come  upon  you*  (  Mich .  ill*  \  I  *) 

18  You  likewife  pretend  that  you  underAand  the  re¬ 

velation  which  God  has  given  you  of  his  mind  and 
wiii,  and  that  (towi^frir  you  try  and  prove, 

and  fo  learn  to  diftinguifh  truth  from  error,  and  right 
(rent  wrong;  and  are  fkilful  in,  and  prefer  the  moil  ex¬ 
cellent  and  fubtime  points  of  religion,  as  having  been 
taught  them  by  the  law  of  Mofest  in  which  you,  like  a 
catechumen,  have  been  inftru&cd,  (*«*■**#«»*}  from 
your  youth  up. 

19  And  you  have  fuch  a  fond  conceit  of  your  own 
nation  and  privileges,  and  of  your  own  fup^iior  Imow- 
ledge,  and  fuch  a  fovereign  contempt  of  the  poor  hea¬ 
thens,  that  when  you  go  about  to  proMyce  any  of  then, 
you  arrogantly  take  to  yourfelf  the  high  (Veiling  titles, 
and  the  office,  of  your  chief  doctors  and  rabbies,  in 
pretending  to  be  a  leader  of  the  Genii!fst  whom  you 
con  tern ptuoully  fpeak  of  as  Hark  blind;  and  vaunt,  as 
if  you  were  a  great  luminary  (*3*)  to  enlighten  them 
that  fit  in  darknefs* 

20  You  fet  up  for  a  maftcrly  inftriiOor  of  them 
whom  you  look  upon  as  the  moil  ignorant,  foohfh, 
and  Auptd  wretches  ;  and  you  magi  Aerially  take  upon 
you  to  be  their  tutor,  whom  you  treat  as  mere  infants 
in  und-.  rftanding :  In  this  ditctainful  Aile  you  fpeak  of 
the  Gentiles  ;  and  in  this  haughty  manner  y*-u  i*xalc 
your  fell,  who  have  indeed  a  (hew  and  appearance  of  di¬ 
vine  knowledge,  and  pretend  to  underhand  the  true 
fenfe  of  the  law  of  Irh/esf  and  to  have  a  complete  fy* 

fiera 
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it  TSouthtfe- 
forc  which  leich* 
eft  another,  teach- 
eft  thoM  Dei  thy- 
Mf  ?  thou  that 
p  rt.ii:  ■  1  git  a  »oan 
fhi:'ltd  Of>f  fh'iil, 

di>ft  thou  fteal? 


u  Thou  that 
f.vfiit  a  roan 
iherthl  not  eu:n* 
mi,  adultery,  Juft 
th/rU  coipnit  a* 

Awlrtry  ?  thou 
thii  ahhortft  i- 
rf oh,  daft  th-tu 
commit  ficrilege  ? 


x  3  Thou  that 
ifiilu-ft  (by  hojft 
Of  the  hv,  thro' 
hteUuog  the  law 

4ij^ 


Item  and  model  of  its  injuoQians  and  defigns  iit 
head,  and  in  your  practice,  while  in  reality 'there  iso<£» 

thing  like  it. 

21  To  argue  therefore  with  you  about  the  utter  in¬ 
sufficiency  of  all  thefe  things  to  falvation,  which  you 
fo  vainly  truft  in  ;  How  {hamtfnl  and  inexcufahle  it*  it, 
that  you,  who  thus  vaunt  of  your  own  excelling  judg¬ 
ment,  and  affume  to  yourfelf  the  honour  and  authority 
of  giving  initniQions  and  injunctions  to  others,  take 
no  manner  of  heed  to  them  yourfelf  ?  As  for  in  Stance, 
How  felf-HCondemnin]/  is  it,  that  you  who,  according  to 
the  moral  law,  declaim  a  gain  ft  frauds  and  thefts  in 
others,  Should  yourfelf  be  guilty  of  the  very  fame  crimes  ? 
(fllatth  xxiiu  3,  4,  14.) 

22  You,  who  fpeak  of  adultery  as  z  heinous  fin,  and 
feverely  condemn  it  in  the  Gentiles,  Are  you  n  evert hd- 
iefs  an  adulterer  yourfelf,  and  a  contriver  of  means  to 
countenance  and  indulge  it  ?  (Malth.  xix*  7,-9*}  you, 
who,  with  the  generality  of  the  Jews,  ever  fince  the 
Babjionijb  captivity,  have  a  dete  flat  ion  of  idolatry,  and 
loudly  cenfure  the  heathens  for  it  ?  Do  you  neverchelefe 
facnlegioufly  rob  God,  {vf®*****}  of  his  facrcd  honour 
and  his  dues,  as  if  be  were  not  worthy  of  them?  this 
you  have  done,  not  merely  in  tithes  and  offerings,  ac¬ 
cording  tu  the  prophet’s  anttent  com  plaint,  (Maine*  i\u 
8.)  but  in  (lill  much  more  efiential  and  important  points*; 
fuch  as  omitting  the^useightter  matters  of  the  law,  judg¬ 
ment,  mercy ,  and  faith,  (Matth*  xxiiu  23*)  making  void 
the  commandment  of  God  by  your  traditions,  and  putting 
him  off  with  mere  Iip-»fervice,  (Afuf/A  xv*  6,-9*)  pro¬ 
faning  his  temple  and  worfliip,  (Mnttb*  xxi.  13.}  fink¬ 
ing  the  demands  of  his  law  and  juft  ice,  as  if  they  could 
be  famfied  by  your  own  mean  performances,  (Rom.  %* 
3.}  and  denying  him  the  glory  of  all  b:s  perfefl ions, 
and  particularly  of  his  grace  to  the  Gentiles,  as  mani* 

felled  through  Jvfus  Chrift  in  the  gofpeh 

23  You,  that  glory  in  having  the  law,  and  in  your 
knowledge  and  obfervation  of  it,  as  your  great  privi¬ 
lege  and  honour,  and  as  your  fecurity  of  eternal  life, 
Doysw,  notwiihihmding,  cad  contempt  upon  the  holt- 
nefs  and  authority  of  God,  the  author  of  it,  by  fuch 
violations  of  its  moral  precepts,  as  even  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture 

T  E* 

trj  1  Kjrt  therefore  t*Jc:D  In  other  injuries 
and  dishonour-  uiRr^d  to  GoJ>  that  ar*  of  n 

kun],  «iui  better  feird  ta 
the  gruriti  fc  «f  the  tpofttc1* 
with  the  Jews ;  were  iedeed  *  n.bMn- 
or  Lis  alvY  iu4  Lis  iluci,  t*  f 


N  O 

*  r  cannot  think  that  hy  fatrUigt  is  here 
mrati:  only  the  with-holding,  or  raiding 
*J  of  tahtt  auC  a  firings  :  For  It  frrini  from 
iV1?.  xxi;L  1 3-  as  if  many  Jews  of 
cii^t  vcre  not  remarkably  C^T 
:*ri{  rltU  isroii  \ov  4  thought  lo  be  mentioned 
%>  j,  criiuc  of  a  like  Leiood*  Dative  wh  i&**- 
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^(bonoared  thou 
Gad? 


*4  Forth*  name 
of  God  ii  Llaf- 
pbeioH  am-wg 
the  Guiles  , 
thtV  ymt  as  it  it 
written. 


ij  For  eircurr- 
dfiflo  vrrlly  pro- 
fitccbjifthouJtwp 

the 


ture  irfelf  condemns  ?  How  can  you  imagine  that,  were 
God  n>  deal  with  you  according  to  your  deltas,  ycut 
after  all  this  ditfiftnour  to  him,  thou  Id  clcapc  his  righ¬ 
teous  judgment  ?  ( ver <  3-) 

r  74  For  the  notorious  traofgrtflions  of  his  Jaw,  that 
are  found  with  fome  of  you,  in  direft  contradiction  to 
your  privileges  and  p/ofrffions,  bring  a  reproach  upon 
his  perfc&ious  and  government,  word  and  \r,ws ;  and 
give  hi  occafions  to  the  very  heathers  themfrives  to 
think  and  fpeak  evil  of  him,  as  though  he  allowed  and 
encouraged,  or  at  lead  connived  at,  ail  your  wickcdnefs, 
and  either  would  not,  or  could  not  prevent  it  in  his 
own  favourite  people  ;  and  To  you,  of  this  age,  bring 
the  fame  fcandal  upon  the  holy  and  reverend  name  of 
God  among  bis  enemies,  as  you  very  well  know  is  re¬ 
corded  to  have  been  formerly  done  by  your  fathers,  [l 
Sam -  xii*  14.  I/at  lii.  5.  and  Ezei*  xxxvi.  20,-23.) 
HuW  then  can  any  of  you  expert  to  be  juftifieu  by  your 
own  works  or  privileges  ? 

25  For,  as  to  circumcifion,  which  you  chiefly  glory 
in  and  have  the  greateft  dependence  upon,  as  though  it 
were  fufficiem  to  fee u re  you  from  condemnation*,  this 
in  deal  during  the  CNdTeflament-difpenfation,  was  one 
of  your  principle  privileges,  as  it  was  the  token  of  God’s 
covenant,  {Gen*  xvii.  n,)  and  a  fed!  cf  the  righteoufnefs 
t f  faithy  Rom.  iv.  n.)andfo  was  an  aflunng  pledge 
of  his  covenant  grace,  and  faithfulnefs  to  his  people, 
ami  as  it  was  an  inftjtuted  fign  of  deliverance  from  the 
guilt  and  power  of  their  original  corruption  ;  and  tn 
that  view  it  might  have  b?cn  eltecmed  as  an  advantage 
to  you,  on  fuppufuion  that,  like  the  true  cbiidren  of 
Abraham^  you  were  circurndfed  in  heart,  and  cfpeci- 

ally 

NOTE. 


*  The  apolHe.hev*  (peaks  of  amrxafion, 
as  m  prinripal  and  diftiRjiuifheJ  badge  of  a 
7*w9  and  canfidcn  it*  not  as  an  ordinance 
u  it  I to  becomuiued;  bn:  only  as  it  was 
joined  to  the  undtr  [he  Old  Telia- 

wait-difpcnfaiioii.  But  what  he  rive,  in: his 
?hd  the  ivo  follow!;^  Kif»,  about  lb*  ad- 

vantage  of  ctrcunacifioii  to  the  Jeva  ^rho  keeps 
the  ^w,  and  the  advantage  of  the  GeztiU's 
keeping  the  righnouftiefi  of  the- la  aitd  fulfil- 
Lag  if,  he  be  teej  decHWeiftd.  is  very  dif¬ 

ficult  lo  btadjuftedln  a  drcrcwrliAcncy  ulih, 
and  fiibfcrvicncy  to  the  main  Jbops  ofhis  ar¬ 
gument*  ft  is  evident  to  me,  that  wi  can- 
not  fairiy  undcrftand  hit  meaning  ip  be,  that 
finccre  jfeiw,  by  their  obcdeiice  to  the  Afe- 
faieh^t  and  Gerttile i,  hy  l!i«r  ot>c- 

dience  to  the  taw  of  nature,  accepted  oF 
God,  or  ju  [fined  in  hta  ilghr :  f  tbi*  is  di- 
teflfy  fijbverf  ve  of  the  apotib’^  jajL: 


in  view*  which  was  to  prove  the  necnTity  tif 
both  Jeirs  and  bdieving  in  Chriifc  for 

iigh:ci>u!neft  loeiernal  life,  brciufe  they 
all  ttuder  /w,  a*  he  t>blc*ve&  chap-  fiL  9,  I 
thax:'gp  cannot  hue  apprehend  that  thefe 
about  keeping  the  myft  refer  ci* 
t her  U>  loch  obedience  to  the  as 

was  evidential  of  real  rciig^n  in  pious  Je^h 
ajvl  tn  fiich  Gtxiiie  proie  y^ei  &i  were  not  dr* 
curndfed  ;  or  die  to  a  ptrfftf  coofoririij  to 
all  ii^  demands,  as  its  t^-^s  of  acrcpfjttu-, 
iri  cjIc  any  weft  capibk  cf  co^iir^  up  to 
ihole  U’r^i.  The  Cull  yf  fl-f/ts 
befl  in  eo'ppoft  w  ith  ivh:it  ibe  » o*  - Tti foes  ■*- 
bout  the  ben^fir  oi  cirjumcif  r,  to  i!ie 
and  the  fccond  whli  the  pc  o£ 

bis  argument  in  the  abok  dro^uriV;  and 
therefore  i  haye  :a iefl  both  inio  the  £*(*- 
phr*;c- 


Ch.  il. 
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the  bw:  bot  If 
that  be  a  breaker 
of  the  law,  ihf 
wound  Eton  i\ 
jnade  uucircuoi- 
ciliaa. 


m 


%6  Therefore, 
if  the  imciieuiD* 
titan  keep  the 
jijrhttoofnefs  of 
the  law,  Hull  not 

ills  uncirearnci- 

tan  be  counted 
for  drcuadOou  ? 


ally  in  cafe,  according  to  the  obligation  of  that  facred 
rite*  {GaL  v*  3.)  you  fliould  hare  perfectly  obeyed*  not 
only  the  ceremonial*  but  alfothe  moral  law,  which*  a* 
mong  other  things*  fotbids  the  jteaiing%  adultery^  and 
JacrUege ,  as  well  as  the  idolatry  be  fore- mentioned,  (wn 
20*  21*  22*)  But  if  you  are  a  tranfgrdjbr  of  the  lawk 
and  live  in  Gn,  your  having  been  circtimctfed  in  the 
flclh  will  Band  you  in  no  more  Head*  nor  give  you  any 
more  acceptance  with  God*  than  if  you  were  a  mere 
uncircumcifed  heathen* 

26  If  therefore  any  *  uncircumcifed  profelyre  oE 
the  gate,  who  truly  fears  God*  fuch  as  Cornelius  the 
Roman  centurion*  \ACh  x.  2.)  is  found  to  be  a  religi¬ 
ous  obferver  of  the  duties  contained  in  the  moral  law* 
that  everiafting  and  unchangeable  rule  of  ughteoufnefs  $ 
will  he  not  be  a$  much  accepted  of  God*  as  if  he  had 
been  a  circumdfed  Jew  t  Certainly,  as  far  as  this  de¬ 
pends  on  moral  obedience,  he  would.  Or  fuppofing, 
for  argument’s  fake,  that  any  Gentile  had  always  kept 
every  moral  precept  of  the  law,  would  he  riot  ftatid  as 
well  in  God’s  account  as  if  he  had  been  circumdfed 


17  And  Hull 

Dot  uncLKnmd- 

fan  which  H  bp 
Dalorr,  if  it  fulfil 
the  bw,  judge 
thcc,  who  by  the 
letter  an  dCTCum* 
titan  doti  tranf- 
fids  the  lav? 


18  For  b*  If 
sot  a  Jev  «hicb 
hone  outwardly; 
nei[htr  it  that  dr* 
CDmcituMl  which 
it  outward  in  the 
fcfoj 


ip  Eut  he  is  a 
which  U  one 
in- 


in  the  flelh  i  He  undoubtedly  would,  fince  he  was  uim 
der  no  obligation  to  com  e  under  that  lire. 

27  And,  on  fuppofition  that  rbt  Gent  He t  who  con¬ 
tinues  in  a  natural  fenfe  uncircumcifed,  were  to  perform 
the  moral  duties  of  the  law*  in  either  of  the  aforefaid 
refpefts,  would  he  not  rife  up  in  judgment  again  ft*  and 
condemn  you*  who  are  fo  raih  and  forward  in  cent¬ 
ring  him*  (v*r*  1.)  and  who,  by  a  falft  dependence  oa 
your  having  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  on  your  being 
outwardly  circumcifed*  venture  to  break  through  the 
obligations  of  the  moral  law  irfelf  f  There  is  no  room 
to  imagine  but  that  he  would. 

28  For  he  is  notan  IfraeUte  indeed*  in  God’s  accounr, 
nor  2  true  fori  of  Abraham*  imirled  to  life  by  the  pro- 
mife,  who  is  fo  only  in  outward  profeffion  and  appear¬ 
ance,  (^rvpaT*pv^  as  a  natural  defcendcftf  from  him, 
and  externally  in  covenant  by  being  one  of  his  race: 
[chap.  ix.  6, 7.)  Nor  isthat  circumcifion  available  to  any 
faving  purpofes,  which  is  only  an  outward  ordinance, 
and  mark  of  di  ft  in  ft  ion  vifibly  imprinted  in  the  flelh. 

29  But  he  is  a  true  IfraeliU ,  and  one  of  Abraham** 
fpiritual  feed,  and  an  heir  according  to  the  ptomi/e *  whe* 

ther  he  be  Jew  or  Genii!*}  ( GaL  iH.  28,  29.)  who  is  fo 

irl 


H  0  T  £. 

*  The  **arcum6fanx  in  this  and  the  nt*t  exmdjed /  is  the  drattxdfwn  *1fo  Is  for  tin 
♦erfe,  is  putty  a  mttmtymy  for  the  u»dr*  i»md/e^  io  chap.  iU,  30*  W-  9+ 
Vet,  lib  t  A  * 
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inwardly  ;  and 

ci"CumciJion  i* 
ih.it  vim  the  heart, 
it  the  (pirn,  md 
not  in  die  H:ct, 
U'liofc  praifr  ii 
not  of  mnij  but 
of  God. 


The  EpijlU  to  tie  Romans  paraphraftd.  Cb.  ii. 

T 

in  the  inward  frame  anJ  difpofition  of  his  hejrti 
and  is  turned  to  God  through  Chriil ;  And  the  true 
circumcifion,  which  is  acceptable  to  God*  lyes  in  tnc 
purifying  <f  the  heart  byfaith9  {*3£ls  xv,  9.)  and  in  the 
renewing  of  the  mind  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  { Eph .  it*  23* 
and  Tit *  iii*  5,)  according  to  the  Ggnification  of  that 
religious  ceremony,  ( Dent .  1.  1 6-  and  xxx*  6*  compared 
with  Phil  iii-  3*  and  GoU  ii.  it.)  and  not  in  the  mere 
cutting  of  0/  the  flefh  of  the  forefkin^  according  to  the 
letter  of  the  law>  ( Levit *  xii*  3.)  The  circurucrfion, 
th  it  U  of  any  avail,  is  fuch  an  inward  holy  renovation 
of  the  whole  foul,  as  is  neither  difeerned,  nor  applaud* 
ed  by  men,  who  can  fee  no  farther  than  the  omGde, 
and  are  chiefly  taken  with  external  profeffions;  but  as 
i$  of  great  price  in  the  fight  of  God *  who  fearches  the 
heart ;  and  wittf  one  day,  make  manijeft  all  iu  CGunfclu 
(1  Pet*  iii.  4.  and  1  Cor *  iv*  e.) 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  inexcusable  is  it  to  be  uncharitable  and  fevere  in  condemning  others  for 
faults  that  we  oiirfeivcs  are  guilty  of!  And  how  great  istbdr  fin  and  condemna¬ 
tion,  that  are  workers  of  iniquity,  under  high  profeffions  of  godUncfs  !  They 
■bring  a  reproach  upon  religion,  and  c  a  Life  the  name  of  God  to  be  bl»rphcmerf  by 
his  enemies;  They  vainly ^expedt  toefcape  his  righteous  judgment  ;  and  many, 
whom  they  contemn  and  vilify  here,  will  rife  up  as  witneffes  againft  them  !vcrc- 
aftsr,  for  their  abufes  of  ftiperior  light,  profefiions  and  privileges-  Yea,  Wbat 
an  high  a^gravathn  of  fin  is  it  to  pmftifr  the  crimes  that  v.'C  dedaira  againft  in 
others,  and  to  pcvftft  in  them,  again  ft  all  the  obligations  and  inducements  of  the 
patxlnrfs,  long-fufltring,  and  forbearance  of  God  to  bring  ug  to. repentance !  This 
fvtrays  the  utmoft  haulnefs  of  heart,  and  is  nothing lefs,  than  hoping  up  dirdy 
provocations  toCtr>d\t  vnth  again (t  the  day  of'  wrath;  The  conferences  of  fuch 
may  jutHy  accufe  and  condemn  them.  But*  of  all  others  their  guilt  and  puiiifli- 
mchr  will  l»e  the  mod  hideous  and  intolerable,  that  perfrft  in  finning  agninft  the 
phis  reft  light  of  a  revested  law  and  gofpcl  too,  and  wilfully  rebel  agrinfl  b$tk%  tu 
thrir  own  perdition*  How  certainly  may  wc  depend  on  a  rijhteoua  and  infiver- 
ft l  judgment  to  come,  which  natural  principles  forebode,  and  which  the  jjof;Ki 
ilffurrS  lis  will  be  managed  by  Jcfus  Chrifl,  as  the  great  fudge  of  alii  Then  every 
Jeerrt  thought ,  fls  well  ns  every  word  and  ait,  will  be  brought  to  light,  whrtbt; 
it  be  good  or  bad  ;  and  an  impartial  frntence  wf!l  pafs  upon  every  individual  per' 
fun  of  a!i  nations  and  profrflions,  according  as  the  evidences  of  tbeir  Gate  before 
Odd  Ihall  an fe  from  their  governing  principles*  tempers,  and  conduct;  ami  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  difpenfation  they  were  under,  whether  i^wcie  that  of  the  light  o: 
nature,  or  of  the  Jaw,  or  of  the  gcfpel  revelation,  that  every  one  may  re¬ 

ceive  nnfwcrable  to  the  kinds  and  degrees  of  his  works ;  For  there  is  no  refpec£ 
of  perform  with  God,  But  Ohuw  vjifrly  different  will  the  final  itfues  of  thing ; 
be  to  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  I  They  who  with  faith  and  patience 
prrfcveire  in  well-doing,  fhalt  be  crowned  with  eternal  life,  on  fuch  a  finnvJhtkm 
of  lighteotilhds*  through  Jefus  Chiifl,  as  lhall  clear  the  joftice  of  God-  as 
well  as  exalt  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace  ;  and  the  that  ihafl  be  found  among 
t  he  ungodly  and  difobedicnt,  frail  have  juftice  done  them,  hi  executions  cf  wrath, 
irithou*  mixture  of  mercy,  to  their  unfpeafcahte  agony  and  confufion.  Ala  .! 
what  man  that  has  finned,  and  fo  grievoiifly  finned  as  wc  adi  have,  can  Hand  W- 
jforc  God,  if  be  enters  into  judgment  wirh  him  !  And  therefore  how 
is  it  to  reft  in  any  thing  thoii  of  Chrift,  for  righteunfnds  to  eternal  life  \  The  m-.ut 
&!f'LIatkritigl  and  privileged  profoiTor,  u  as  incapable  of  bciog  juft i be.: 
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by  any  righteoufoefa  of  bis  own,  as  the  mod  crmfcAIdly  proflijr^tc  (inner:  (ince 
Every  breach  of  the  law  ddtroys  all  grounds  of  confuJaicc  in  it.  Hut,  after  ail, 
he  h  not  a  real  ChriAian,  ivhn  ht  only  fo  in  outward  appearance:  nor  is  that  bap- 
tiiin,  any  more  than  circu*nc  (foil,  t'o  Wdcpctiikd  upouj  which  i*only  outward  in 
the  rteili :  Hut  he  h  a  Chriftian  indeed,  who  is  fo  iuwardly;  and  the  only  i.neCtu» 
al  circumciCon,  or  bapttfm*  is  that  of  the  heart*  which,  how  much  foevrr  it 
nwy  be  unknown  and  defpifed  of  men,  is  clearly  dUcemed,  and  greatly  efleem- 
ett,  by  the  holy  and  a  11 'feeing  God. 


■  ,  j.  ■  s.sl  ■ 
► 


CHAP*  IIL 


Tins  apojlle  anfwert  fevcral  objection*  againjl  u 'hat  he  had  delivered  h t 
the  foregoing  chapter ;  and  fo  clears  the  way  to  his  further  defig v/, 
I,— 8*  He  ajferts  and  proves ,  that  all  mankind %  Jews  as  well  as 
Gentiles,  arc  jlnnerSy  9,-18.  And  applies  all  this  to  his  principal 
print ,  concerning  the  jvjtificathm  of  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  ns  vt* 
Urly  unattainable  by  their  own  performances  t  and  entirely  owing  So 
the  free  grace  of  Godf  through  faith  in  the  rightcoufnefs  of  Ckrijl 3 


1'EIT. 

tag*  then 
\w\i  the  Jew:  or 
vi  hit  proin  is 

iKre  of  c&ccm- 
ci  fieri  ? 


i  Much  erery 

v:y:  chiefly,  be- 
tai :iz  that  unto 
them  were  coEn- 
mitmlrhe  oracles 
•f  God. 


Paraphrase. 

TF  it  be  lb,  as  has  been  but  now  (hewn,  {chip,  ii.)  that 
^  the  Jew  i&  on  the  fame  foot  with  the  Gentile ,  in 
point  of  acceptance  with  God,  and  that  his  being  cir- 
cumc.ifed  no  more  fecurrs  his  falvation  than  if  he  had 
been  an  heathen ;  it  may  be  .ilkcd  by  fume,  who  have 
gloried  in  thefe  privileges,  \Vh<it  pollibtc  .advantage  lheri 
can  it  be  to  any,  that  they  are  the  natural  feed  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  born  of  Jewifh  parents  ?  or  what  figoifies  their 
having  been  brought  under  the  vifible  fea)  of  God**  co¬ 
venant  and  tircumcifion,  as  a  peopte  peculiarly  related 
to  him  ?  ' 

aTothisIanfwer,  Tho*  thefe  privileges  bear  no  part 
of  the  grounds  of  any  one’s  acceptance  with  God,  nor 
can  fecurehis  falvation;  yrr,  in  the  nature  of  means, 
encouragements,  and  hrlps,  and  in  fpecial  marks  of  ho¬ 
nour,  the  Jews  have  thereby  many  prerogatives  above 
the  Gentiles,  as  may  be  oblerved  hereafter.  {Chap.  it. 
4,  5.)  I  (hall,  for  the  prefent,  only  itiftunce  in  one  of 
the  chief  of  them,  which  fnmmarily  comprehends  all 
the  reft ;  and  that  is,  becaufe  God  himfclf,  being  emi¬ 
nently  prelent  with  them,  gave  them  various  types,  pro- 
mi  fes,  and  prophecies  of  the  Mcfliah,  and  of  falvation 
through -him,  as  one  who  fltould  tyring  from  among 
themfelves,  and  be  firft  fent  to  them.;  and  he  commit¬ 
ted  the  facrcd  writings  to  their  ufe  and  cultody;  which 
may  He  called  his  oracles,  breaufe  hr  himfclf  dictated 
and  delivered  them,  as  infallible  and  important  truths, 
to  be  their  guide  and  councilor?,  and  a  ground  of  fnith 

A  a  2  and 
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j  For  what  if 
fume  did  no!  bt* 
lieve  f  Null  their 
unbdiefmakerlic 
Oith  of  God 
vfrbcuu  efleft  ? 


and  hope  to  that  people,  while  the  red  of  the  world 
had  no  fuch  revelations  of  his  mind  and  will.  And 
furely  there  mult  have  been  a  very  great  honour  and  ad* 
vantage  in  all  this. 

3  rtiough  many,  (fee  the  note  on  chap.  xi.  25.)  yea, 
the  greateft  part  of  the  JrwS,  to  whom  the  glorious 
promifes  were  made,  and  were  confirmed  by  circumci- 
fion,did  not  believe  in  thePromifed  Seed,  when  he  ap¬ 
peared  among  them,  and  fo  rejected  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God,  which  is  brought  in  by  him,  and  revealed  in 
the  gofpel  to  faith,  { chap .  i.  1 7.)  yet  can  it  ever  be 
fuppofed,  that  their  ungrateful  infidelity  fhould  defeat 
the  faithfulnefe  of  God  to  his  own  word,  or  to  them 
that  truft  in  it,  that  he  fhould  not  fulfil  his  promife  to 
Abraham ,  and  his  fpiritual  feed,  through  all  generati¬ 
ons  according  to  his  intention  toward  the  true  Jfraeiitet, 
(chap.  ix.  €»}  and  according  to  their  dependence  upon 
him  ? 

4  Far  be  it  from  any  of  us  *  to  entertain  fuch  an  un¬ 
worthy  thought!  This  can  never  be.  But  (*)  let  God 
always  have  the  glory  of  being  firmly  believed,  and 
readily  owned  to  be  true  to  bis  word,  and  faithful  in 
performing  his  proinifes  to  them  that  truft  in  him ;  and 
(*)  let  every  man  in  the  whole  world,  if  compared  with 
him,  be  counted  vanity  and  a  lie,  fo  i  neon  flan  t  and  de¬ 
ceitful,  as  that  no  faith  or  confidence  can  be  fe  curdy 
placed  in  him:  Yea,  let  us  abide  by  this  principle,  that 
God  is  and  cannot  but  be  true,  though  all  men  fhould 
prove  to  be  ever  fo  unfaithful  to  him,  or  to  their  fellow- 
creatures:  And  let  us  take  occafion  from  hence  to  ex¬ 
alt  God,  and  a  bale  ourfelves  the  more  before  him,  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  is  written  was  done  by  David,  ( Pfal 
Ji.  4.)  when  he  confefied  his  own  treacherous  iniquity 
with  this  very  delign,  that  God  might  appear  to  be  juft 
and  true  in  all  that  he  pronounced,  in  a  way  of  threat- 

ning  as  well  as  of  promife;  and  might  Hand  dear  of 
all  imputations  of  un righteoufnefs  or  unfaithfulness, 
and  come  off  with  vi&oryand  honour,  whenever  any 
would  prefume  to  arraign  and  implead  him  at  tbeir  bar, 

or  would  examine  and  ccnfurehis  condu& ;  and  when¬ 
ever  hefhatl  contend,  or  enter  into  judgment  with  them 
about  it. 

5  But,  perhaps*  fome  contentious  Jtws  among  you 
may  further  urge,  that  if  our  wicked  nefs  and  unbelief, 

iu 

NOTE, 

*  Gwi  forbid  (>£*  ytml*)  properly  Let  t(na(Ut  and  is  ufel  as  a  form  of  ihe 

ftrongeit  dcnUl  *ith  £bltcri  curt* 


4  Gflll 

yea,  let  God  be 
true*  but  every 
man  a  liir;  as  U 
4  written*  That 
vhau  mighreft  be 
jollified  in  thy 

ftyings  v  ana 

niightcft  over  - 
enme  when  tl>OU 
an  judged. 


Fot  if  our 

onrigiucotifnefs 

com* 
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tiupnaul  the 
jipHrcufnefs  of 
Cod,  wfaat  thill 
.wt&jt  It  God 

■flrighttoiu  who 
GfceEh  vengeance? 
(T  fpcak  a$  a 

uu;) 


i  Cod  forbid* 

fbrtJrcn  how  thill 

€*d  judge  the 
wvrid: 


*  For  \f  (He 
tvtwifOod  hath 
a» re  abounded 
ibme^h  my  lie 

ttio  bii  glory  ; 

why 


m  rejecting  the  Mefiiih,  puts  the  greater  Juftre  on  the  * 
jufticc  of  God  in  taking  vengeance  for  it,  and  on. that 
glorious  rigbteoufnefs  by  which  he  juftifics  the  mod 
unworthy,  through  faith  therein*  what  (half  we  fay  to 
his  excluding  us  from  all  faring  benefit  by  Chrift*  and 
fererely  punching  us  for  our  oppofition  to  him?  Is  not 
God  unjuft*  e»r;)  in  executing  terrible  wrath 

upon  us  for  that  very  fin*  which*  in  this  manner*  Terves 
as  a  foil*  to  fet  off  and  inhanfe,  and  furnlfhes  an  op¬ 
portunity  for. the  brighter  difplaye  of  hie  glory  ?  (I  per¬ 
sonate  a  carnal  JewiJb  man  irt  proposing  this  as  well 
as  the  ocher  objection,  according  to  his  perverfe  way  of 
reafoning  about  God>  and  forming  eicufcs  for  himfelf.) 

<5  Deteftable  thought  l  (  ti*  yfvyrijJ  if  God’s  giori* 

fying  himfeif,  by  his  over* ruling  providence,  in  bring* 
ing  light  out  of  darknefs,  and  good  out  of  evil,  and 
purfuing  his  defign  of  grace  towards  others,  not  wit  h- 
jLwtlmg  the  wickcdntfs  of  Tome,  could  reflect:  any  diiV 
honour  upon  his  juftice  in  punching  the  fm,  which, 
in  its  own  nature,  is  full  of  all  malignity  againft  him, 
-and  his  way  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift*  This  can 
never  be  admitted  :  For  were  God  in  any  manner  un- 
juft,  how  could  he  judge  the  -world  in  right coufnefs  ? 
{P/ai  xevi  13*  and  Jets  xvii,  31*)  Shall  net  the  Judge 
of  all  the  earth  do  right  ?  (Gen.  xviii*  2;,)  it  is  lmpuf- 
fibie  but  that  he  ihouJd,  wbo,  heing  God,  cannot  but 
be  infinitely  juft  in  his  nature  and  will. 

7  The  objedions  therefore  mentioned  but  now,  ( ver , 
3,  5O  againft  God's  proceedings,  are  (*s  I  have  faiii) 
only  the  language  of  a  vain,  proud,  and  carnal  man, 
like  the  prejudiced  and  unbelieving  Jews,  whole  rea- 
fonings  are  all  perverfe:  For  fuch  an  one  will  ftitl  fur¬ 
ther  urge,  that  if  the  veracity  of  Godin  fulfilling  his 
promifes  to  them  that  hefieve,  whether  ibey  be  Jews 
or  GentileSy  bath  alfo  taken  occafion  to  difplay  tiitlf, 
with  the  greater  advantage,  to  bis  glory  by  means  of 


.  N  O 

*  That  the  nghteexfisefi  of  God  (0tv 
priisBj  hert  pniicipafiy 

fDCLibing  [in/  fteros  plain  from  the  clofe  of 
Ike  rcric,  where,  in  hcicuiilti,  ir 

is  laid,  Xr  Godttnr:xhteotiSf  takti  venjermte? 
tid  from  the  following  ver  ft,  where  the  a- 
jpflle  it  jefta  fuch  y  thooi’J't  with  abhorrence, 
j)yiog,  God  fw ?id  2  For  boiv  thru  fall  God 
jt ike  uer/d  ?  And  yet,  at  the  right  eon  f 
sc!}  by,  and  for  which.  God  justifies  Is  nj*ift 
CDAmuniy.  if  not  always,  imeiutal  hy  the 

of  God  in  this  tpifllc,  t  h«clike- 
that  die  paraphrase.  And, 

vsftr  is  1  find,  this  phrafe  is  to  be  taken  in 
**  er  ;W  other  of  theft  ftn ft?*  wherever  it 


iny 
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occurs  through otn  this  cpifllc,  rhonjrh  it  may 
lw  dubbin  m  which  of  them  it  {a  to  he  pic- 
riftiy  bn dcr  flood  here,  ami  m  ver*  15*  trf. 
and  ia  the  former  pnrt  of  dup  x.  3.  Some 
learned  imcrpr-trtirs  h  ivc  iuriet.  d  though  t»  from 
what  folluwi,  ver,  y  that  oy  tie  rh--#:eonjiteti 
tf  God  is  meant  his  veratit^  or  fjithfhhtifi  ; 
But  as  ir  does  nor  appear  me  rhit  This 
phraie  is  nftci  in  ihat  Icafe  any  w-henc  Ufc  in 
all  this  cj>hHc,  1  rather  take  rite  jth  verJc  tu 
£;ve  vs  another  view  of  rhe  J?v/$  objc^tinj»^- 
ihc  of  Gtd%  iliifcicot  front 

%Wdt  which  '*vai  aad  aiifocred, 

VCix  3,  4" 
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why  yi*  am  I  al~ 

at  a 

falter  ? 


B  And  no:  rd- 
f-s  wc  be 
fli  vl^roullv  1«  * 

J- 

and  as 
jbtr.e  ijjat 

tec  ^W',)  Irl  ti* 
do  tv  1 1 

m^vcomc;  wiunc 

+ 

dimnaiki.t  k  jutL 


i 


p  lYtiar  thtn  ? 
are  we  \w. \u  r  thm 
Kt»,  m  no 

■ 

viJv;  lnr  wt  have 
btf  i>re  pmved 
fc<»rh  Jrws  und 

Cien  tiles,  tSit 
they  arc  all  under 
foi  j 


ro  AiUiv*Ti*- 

ten, 


nay  in  fidelity,  which  is,  indeed,  giving  him  the  He, 
and  of  my  wickedncft,  which  is  giving  the  lie  to  all 
m  v  own  profelLon  of  his  na me ;  and  the  whole  of  which 
as  Yin  is  a  direct  contradifHort  to  the  eternal  truth  of 
things;  where  is  the  reafon  and  juftice  of  my  being 
neveithelefs  condemned  ami  punched  for  it,  as  an  in¬ 
jurious  cranfgrcflbr,  who,  in  effect,  have  occafioned 
more  glory  than  d  it  honour  to  him  ? 

S  And  why  thoald  I  not  rather  lay  the  reins  upon 
the  neck  of  my  corruptions,  without  comroul,  and 
think  myfelf  eiculed,  and  even  xvarranted*  in  com* 
miHng  all  manner  of  iniquity*  (***)  to  the  end  that 
the  higher  glory  nriy  redound  to  God's  Aiithfulntfs,  as 
wel!  as  grace,  in  fr.eiy  juftifyiug  them  that  believe  in 
Jsfua  ?  This  indeed  fume  of  the  carnal  Jrws  do*  i:i 
fact,  malicioufly  and  blafphemoufly  report,  (isx«wuvuij) 
and  even  confidently  affirm,  that  we  apoftics  and  Chtif- 
tiaris  Tty :  But  as  we  ahfolutdy  deny,  and  ahhor  all 
fuch  conlequcnces  of  the  do&rine  of  grace,  which  we 
maintain;  fo  it  ii,  and  wiilpne  day  appear  to  he,  an 
a£t  of  the  moft^leferved  and  onqueftionablc  jufticc  in 
God,  to  bring  ever  lading  deftru&ion,  borh  upon  fuch 
unrighteous  fUmWers  of  him  and  ns,  and  upon  every 
profellur  of  Ch  rift’s  name*  that  Dial)  dare  to  abtife  this 
great  and  blefled  truth  of  the  gofpel,  by  thinking  and 
acting  at  fuch  a  fcunlilous  rate,  in  diieft  oppoGtion  to 
its  gracious  and  holy  defign. 

9  Now  then,  10  return  to  your  main  objection,  (w 
i,)  though,  as  has  been  allowed,  (ver*  a.)  we,  who 
are  of  the  Jtwljb  flock,  have  for  many  ages  had  the 
preference  to  the  Gentiles^  as  to  many  excellent  Qutvtard 
privileges;  yet  are  we  in  any  better  condition  than  they, 
as  to  finding  acceptance  wr.b  God,  on  this  account, 
under  the  gofpel  ftate?  No,  not  at  all;  but,  upon  the 
whole*  are  rather  in  a  *x$rfct  as  our  fins  are  committed 
againft  greater  light  and  mercies*  means  and  obliga¬ 
tions,  than  theirs  ;  we  therefore  ftili  need  a  better  righ- 
teoufnefs  than  our  own,  as  much  as  they  :  For,  m  wh;it 
has  been  already  urged,  I  have  proved  by  a  detail  of  no* 
torious  facts,  relating  fir  it  to  the  GcutiUs^ '  {chap*  i) 
and  then  to  the  Jeivfy  {chap,  ii-)  that  both  thefe  bodies 
of  people  are  uni  verfalty  under  a  juft  charge  of  gnilr, 
and  und^r  the  power  of  fin,  which  brings  a  faiCence 
condemnation  upon  them,  and  binds  them  over  to 
'wr-itli,  a-,  considered  in  themfclvcs,  and  in  their  rcfpec* 


cive  conditions,  vdtheut  gofpri-grace. 

ic  And  for  a  further  demonftratiun  of  this  point,  par¬ 
ticularly  us  fo  the  /riv*,  who,  through  a  high  conceit 
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tin,  There  « 
righteous*  do  not 
one: 


ir  There  is 
fr>ne  that  tinier* 
there  is 
dmj; 1 1 hat  fceketli 
ifur  God* 


They  are 
ill  #inc  out  of 
the  way,  they  are 

to- 


of  themfelvcs,  are  with  the  greateft  difficulty  bronght 
to  3  conviction  of  tnrir  fin  and  danger,  let  me  add  fo 
verai  teftimomes  from  their  own  feriptures,  which  they 
are  emrufted  with,  and  own,  and  glory  in*  as  infallible 
and  divine  oracles*  There  they  are  univerlally  accufed 
as  tranfgrcfibrsi  according  to  what  is  written  in  fcveral 
places,  of  their  fathers,  and  th<it  mofity  in  one  of  the 
pure  ft  ages  in  David*  s  time  * ;  and  therefore  cannot 
but  too  well  agree  to  the  prefent  exceedingly  corrupt 
generation  ;  Thus,  for  in  fiance,  to  deferibe  their  ftid 
depravity  by  nature  and  practice,  it  is  faid  of  them, 
(P/i.  xiv.  1*)  There  is  none,  that  is  truly  righteous  he* 
fore  God,  by  living  up  to  the  fifict  and  cx ten  five  de¬ 
mands  of  his  holy  law:  No,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  one. 

11  As  to  their  minds  and  heart j,  they  are  fo  daikcn- 
ed  and  defiled,  that  there  is  none,  who,  in  fm  natural 
ftate,  has  any  true  fpiritual  conceptions  of  divine  things  ; 
who  really  tmdcrftands  his  own  wretched  condition  he* 
fore  God,  and  the  way  of  finding  acceptance  with  him; 
or  who  duly  con fiders  the  revelation  he  ha*  made  ot  his 
mind  and  will  in  his  word:  Nay,  their  hearts  are  fo  cor¬ 
rupt,  that  there  is  none  of  them,  who,  in  a  fincere, 
earned  and  believing  manner,  fo  much  as  fecks  after 
an  acquaintance  and  communion  with  God,  or  how  he 
may  b e  acceptably  worihipped  and  gloiifud  here,  and 
enjoyed  for  ever  hereafter;  or  who  has  any  right  incli- 
tutimis  and  defires  rewards  him*  God  himfdt  1^-  cA 
down  from  heaven  on  the  children  of  men ,  and  cccld  not 
find  lb  much  as  one  among  them,  ih't  was  naturally 
difpofed  to  pay  any  fuch  religious  regards  to  him*  (/y*;z/. 
xiv,  2*) 

12  On  the  contrary,  it  was  faid,  They  are  all  apoftate 
creatures,  that  have  departed  from  God  anti  goorfr^f", 
and  from  the  way  of  his  commandments;  and  to  thvy 

f'frt 

44*  V- 


n  o 

*  To  make  the  apififo’s  ipioisrion  of  (he 
f-;!uiwing  padagvs  pmbiem  10  his  U 

ficrti?  ntcciCiiTr  f*>  imtWfhunS  him,  as  apply- 

ir.2  t‘vm  to  the  common  i>au  of  the  nanaral 
Coru  prion  of  the  Tnt'f,  as  w<\\  .is,  or  rather 
1311*  oi  the  iw/ik. ;  one  or  richer  of  the  ei- 
t,+d  b-.Ihg  appllr-ihlt;  to  every  iierthii, 

u:;hyi;T  cxrr.prttm*  thnup+i  fhaie  0*  thCTn 
hive  a  primary  reftii-citec  to  jcnia;!;a- 
l h  fiiijtcrs  in  fcvrmi-r  day*,  and  ah-^iVcir 
K',:i£  a  ilioa^  proof  of  the  common  <h  pr.*v;* 

ty  human  'nature.  I7or  if  xe  airfir.c  th'jfc 
tX'vrtpdrtns  ti>  pinscwhir  perjrTiiC't  :;;f  tr>.r 
rieraticr*,  ihcri1  U  no  force  is*  the  .rrgu;i!L'o£ 
fmm  rlu'urc.  ih*n  the  ivh4c  tw!y  t-f  t!:- 
■vkkoot  exception,  a*  u'vll  ’+£  c(  the 
wc:c  focb  auJ  d»pra;Liy, 


T  K* 

to  tired  a  better  rjhtc'mf  cfs  than  then* 

ow'u/'tven  that  which  is  ir:  Ivy 

pjfpd,  ro  recominnwt  then  tc  t!ic  ■r:vinv;»-- 
ctp^inri*,  which  L  ihu  ve*y  fhinj*  ihit  the  n- 
ptidie  hrii)^  iheie  xeTiim  ovk'  rc>  prove  1  !«•*, 
oil  that  iiipnnfMtDn,  dirOCUy  con^r.iry  tfi  + 
XL\:.let  driip  nf  hi  ^  rvaioni:^*  ih=rt'  niglu  hrmc 

d;d  ux  ririi  tlio  rij.hu**  uh.ciV  oi  C?h : ;■  V  to 
i'l  ■ !  ■  ■  V  I !  it"m  >  Liii.rili'h  hlli  1 H  ill  him  |  2-  *1 

iih4,iv  Hen'll  Iijir  |j;it  itilo  ’nisi  ivutthi* 

iVm  tkiii  C'Hii  ■i‘ir<l  in  the  jmaoiies 
i !'  his  'rifi.hii;;  »'p  1  he  ar^orv  DtP  b*z 
ti'il^  T')  the  ^r."»d  pmnt  tn  vil  w 

rt‘f'-vV ->r  ^-'V  h  r>  X**d  sui 

tV  ifl^1  )'  >  <  j  "jA  hjut 
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together  hemme 
VnprofiuMejrkre 
is  none  that  doth 
good,  no  not  Qi)e. 


1 5  Thrir  throat 
ii  an  open  IV 
;  with 
lhi:irtOTig\T«rhiry 
have  ufctl  deceit; 
the  poifoa  of  afp* 
is  under  thdr 
1:jh: 


*4  T^hofc  tPfluth 
i$  fell  nf  curling 

*nd  hitter  ndii 


ij  Their  f>et 
*rc  f+itt  to  rtse d 
blood. 


i  (  Defl  mflion 
iTi-J  r/ilVry  art 
in  their  uruys: 


are  all,  by  nature,  one  as  well  as  another,  vile  and  tife* 
lefs  God-ward ;  unfit  and  unable  of  themfelves  to  bring 
forth  any  fruits  of  righreoufriefsi  and  fuch  is  their  na¬ 
tive  depravity,  that  there  is  none  of  them  who  doth  a* 
ny  thing  truly  and  fpiiituilly  good}  no,  not  fa  much 
as  one.  {P/aL  xiv,  3,} 

13  From  this  corrupt  fountain  flow  nothing  hot  cor¬ 
rupt  ftreams:  AH  the  organs  qf  their  Jpeechy  as  well  as 
all  the  powers  of  their  fouls,  are  defiled,  as  appears  in 
the  following  particulars,  the  mod  noifome  breath  pro* 
cetds  from  the  heart  through  their  throats,  and  forms 
Jtfelf  into  the  mofl  offenfive  and  peflilential  words,  that 
are  as  loathfame  and  injurious,  as  the  (learnings  of  2 
dead  caredfc  from  an  open  fepulchre:  Their  tongues 
arc*  ufually  employed  in  flattery,  falfehood,  and  deceit, 
[PfaL  v-  g.)  ;  they  meaning  one  thing,  and  fpeaking  a* 
nother,  in  imitation,  and  under  the  influence,  of  the 
father  of  lies :  They  vent  malignant  defigns,  that  are 
too  black  to  be  openly  avowed,  in  fecret  (lander  and  re* 
proach  with  their  lips,  which  wound  their  neighbour, 
as  fuddenly,  incurably,  and  unawares,  as  the  inoftdef* 
peratc  potion  of  afps  that  is  conveyed  by  their  bite.  {PfaL 
exl.  3,) 

14  They  likewife,  in  the  rancour  of  their  fpirits,  ftill 
more  openly  belch  out  hideous  oaths  and  curfes,  and 
bitter  provocations  and  reviling*,  as  it  were  by  whole 
mouthfuls,  {PfaL  x,  7.)  Thus,  inftead  of  hlefling  God, 
and  fpeaking  things  cnat  are  good  for  the  ufe  of  edify* 
dog,  they  devote  all  iheir  powers  of  fpecch,  fome  in 
one  way,  and  fame  in  another,  to  his  difhonour,  and 
the  injury  of  their  neighbour. 

15  And  as  to  the  other  members  of  the  b*dy+  and  the 
aliens  of  lifa,  they  are  employed  in  a  Gnfui  manner, 
anfwcrable  to  the  depravity  of  their  hearts,  and  the  im¬ 
purity  of  their  language  ;  Their  feet,  which  Ihould  car¬ 
ry  them  to  every  good  work,  are  inftrumentsof  unrigh- 
teoufnefs,  ufed  for  running  about,  with  fpeed  and  vi¬ 
gour  to  do  all  manner  of  mifehief,  even  to  the  (bedding 
of  innocent  blood.  (Prqv.  i.  16.  and  Ifa *  lix.  7.} 

16  By  ihefe  means,  wherefoeverthey  go,  they  fpread 
ruin  and  definition  in  all  their  paths  j  they  bring  death 
and  calamities  of  one  kind  or  other,  without  a  caufe, 
upon  the  heads  of  the  communities  and  perfons,  civil 
and  facreri,  thzz  they  have  to  do  with  :  and,  at  taft,  up¬ 
on  their  own  heads,  as  the  juft  reward  of  their  iniquity. 
[Ifu  lix-  7O 

17  And  fa  throughly  perverfe  are  they  in  heart  and 
Ufa,  that  they  arc  Grangers  to  every  thing  that  tends  to 

tbeii 
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18  There  it  no 

fear  or  God  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes. 


I  g  Now  we  know 
ahat  what  things 
foevei  the  law 
frith,  it  faith  to 

them 


tbeir  own  or  others  trueft  happinefs,  for  this  vbrld  and 
the  next :  They  do  not  know  the  way  of  obtaining  peace 
with  God,  or  in  tbeir  own  fouls ;  nor  of  promoting  the 
Wefliugs  of  folid  tranquility  and  friendlhip  among  man¬ 
kind,  or  between  tbemfelves  and  others.  {Jfa,  lix.  8.) 

1 8  Upon  the  whole,  as  David  juftly  concluded  in 
bis  own  mind,  when  be  bebeld  the  tranfgreffion  of  tbe 
wicked,  (P/al.  xxxvi.  i.)  They  have  no  awful  holy  re? 
verence  of  God  in  their  hearts  ;  no  fictions  fenfe  of  his 
divine  majefty  and  authority,  of  hts  ommfcience,  om- 
nipnrfence  and  omnipotence,  of  bis  jufUce,  boitnefs, 
and  goodnefs,  or  of  their  own  accountablenels  to  him  ; 
no  fear  of  offending  him,  or  of  the  dreadful  confluence 
of  it;  no  principle  of  real  religion  to  direft  their  views, 
and  to  reftrain  them  from  any  evil,  or  influence  them 
■unto  any  good.  This  is  the  deplorable  (fate  of  tbe  Jew? 
by  nature,  in  common  with  the  Gentiles. 

19  Now  to  apply  all  that  has  been  in  lifted  on  at 
large,  about  the  finfulnefs  of  Gentiles  and  Jews,  to  rhe 
chief  point  in  view,  with  which  we  fee  our,  chap,  i.  16, 
17.  We  know,  from  the  very  nature  and  reafon  of 
things,  that  whatsoever  *  the  law  fpeaks,  in  a  way  of 

precept, 
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q ootoi tons  arc  mods.  But,  (bough  1  would 
not  wholly  exclude  (his  fenfe,  I  ralhcr  incline 
to  underhand  this  and  Che  next  veric  as  (he 
winding  up  of  the  apoftfe’s  av^umem  in  the 
whole  of  the  foregoing  dltcourlc,  from  chap, 
i.  rS.  to  prove,  that  both  Jews  and  G  entiles t 
ere  ell  under  ft and  that  the  whole  world  is 
become  ga iltj  before  G«f^  (dup*  iiL  p  tp*) 
Accordingly  it  is  feid  to  tbe  next  reife,  not 
(hit  no  Jirurti  hut  that  m  J?rj6  fin  if  be  jufiiftd 
bj  the  deeds  of  the  law.  And  lb  the  £zv,  in 
(W  and  the  following  vtrfe.  Items  princi¬ 
pally  to  mean  tbt  moral  law,  end  to  include 
tbe  remains  of  it,  that  were  found  to  the  am* 
feiences  of  the  Gentiltt%  as  well  <ti  that  par* 
titular  revelation  of  it  which  was  given  to 
(he  Jfrw :  For  the  fist  mentioned  in  the  im¬ 
mediately  preceding  verfes,  tnJ  in  the  whole 
of  the  foregoing  dilcourfc,  to  which  the  deeds 
or  works  of  the  law  arc  here  op  poled,  were 
tranfgrcifions  of  ihe  jwsij/  /jv,  in  one  or  o* 
tber  of  thefe  ton  fi  derat  ions  of  it  :  And 
is  the  few  Uy  which  live  whole  world  iLuds 
guilt?  before  God,  as  :c  is  here  expreffed,  and 
by  which  it  the  knowledge  of  pu  as  we  have  it, 
chap,  vii  7.  neither  of  which  could  be  filtl 
of  ;  that  11m  being  the  pro¬ 

per  ndc  of  duty  and  fin,  and  ihe  Gentiles  ha¬ 
ving  never  been  under  (be  revealed  law,  and* 
hy  cnnkYpicnoe,  never  capable  of  bring  con- 

viftod  J¥  gUTl-y  by  It,  N'ar  doth  U  feem  vuy 
clear,  th.;t  wLitcrier  the  la^  fijst  It  fry*  to 
them  ih:  itr;  itt  *.0  lid;  cudj  that  ewr-t 

m 
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*  The  karacd  Mr  Lech  obferves,  that 
the  word  law  (o  with  the  ankle  pre¬ 
fixed,  as  it  is  twice  in  this  verfe,  fignifics,  by 
way  of  eminence,  tbt  law  that  wu  given  to 
the  Jews  under  the  OJd  Tcftajpcnt ;  and  that 
the  word  without  the  ankle,  as  it  H 

twice  in  tnc  next  verfe,  there  fijpiilicf  law  ui 
gensraii  which  extends  to  G  indies  as  well  as 
Jews*  But  ft  nee  the  next  verfe  is  an  infe¬ 
rence  from  1  hi*,  if  the  word  law  is  taken  to 
a  wider  fenfe  there  than  it  is  here,  the  000- 
clution  is  more  general,  and  &  more 

than  the  premtfes,  which  is  contrary  to  all 
lull  mica  of  mfontog*  t  therefore  appre¬ 
hend,  that  though,  when  there  U  nothing  to 
the  context  to  forbid  it,  the  ankle  often 
gives  an  emphafis.  yet  to  thefe  two  tfcrfcs, 
the  fenfe  of  the  word  favt  is  the  feme,  whe* 
ther  the  *ttir|e  be  prefixed  to  it  or  not-  A  nd 
thst  very  criticil  gentle  man  hUnfeif,  wiihoot 
altendtpg  to  this  dtfli aft ipo*  takes  the  word 
few  in  one  and  the  fame  fenfe,  chin.  iv.  13, 
I4>  ifi  if*  (hough  to  the  three  ftrft  of  thefe 
vcrfci,  it  is  put  without  the  article,  and  to 
the  Uft  with  it.  He  alto,  and  indeed  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  expositors,  make  the  vtric  before 
us  to  refer  only  to  the  toi  mediately  preceding 
verfes,  which  Ett  out  the  natural  corruption 
pirdniUrly  of  the  Jcwu  by  citations  fr-Jia 
their  lcriptures,  which  t peak  to  them;  and 
accordingly  uoderftand  ihc  law  to  fignify  I  he 
wJitU;  of  the  Old  Tcframenf,  including  the 
jftlms  and  the  fr**hes:t  from  whence  thoic 


JWr>Vxi( 
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them  Who  mi* 
under  the  hw  ; 
that  every  month 
may  he  (topped 
and  all  the  world 
may  beco  me  guil¬ 
ty  before  God. 


xv  Therefore 
hy  i  fie  derds  of 
llw  hw  there  Hull 
no  liclh  be  jol¬ 
lified 


precept,  conviftion*  or  condem nation,  it  5ys  to  its 
proper  fubjefh  that  arc  under  it,  and  are  acquainted 
with  it,  and  bound  to  ftand  or  fall  by  it1  whether  they 
be  GoitiicS)  as  it  is  made  known  by  the  light  of  natute 
to  them,  in  the  accufings  or  excufings  of  their  con- 
feienets,  and  in  their  knowledge  of  the  judgment  of 
God  agamft  them  that  do  evil,  {chap,  i*  3 2.  and  ih 
14-}  t  or  whether  they  be  Jrws^  as  the  law  is  mare 
dearly  revealed  to  them  inibe  (captures  of  the  Old  ft f- 
tnment,  feveral  paflages  of  which  have  hut  now  been 
produced  for  their  convi£Uon,  as  directly  fpea*ing  of 
them.  Whatever  the  moral  law  fays  to  cither  of  thefe 
forts  of  people,  it  fays  to  them  feve fatly,  according  as, 
in  one  of  the  other  of  thefe  confiderarions,  they  are  un* 
der  it,  that  every  plea  of  righteoufnefs,  on  the  fool  of 
a  man's  own  works,  may  be  fitenced  and  confuted,  and 
he  may  have  nothing  to  fay  in  his  own  excufe,  were 
God  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft  feverity  again  It  him, 
of  what  nation  or  profeflion  forver  he  be  ;  and  that  the 
whole  world,  whatever  law  they  have  lived  under,  and 
particularly  rhe  who  are  apt  to  boaft  of  *  heir  own 

rghteoufitefs,  may  be  proved  and  fenced  to  own  them- 
felves  to  be  iratifgreflbrs  in  God's  figh t.  They  ail  arc 
under  a  juft  femence  of  condemnation,  and  have  de- 
ferved,  ami  are  legally  obnoxious  to  wrath,  and  to  be 
call;  at  God’*  righteous  bar,  in  (lead  of  having  any  thing 
of  their  own  to  recommend  them  to  his  favour,  who 
has  declared,  that  he  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty* 
xxxiv*  7.} 

20  It  is  therefore  evident  from  all  this,  to  a  demnn- 

ftrarion,  that  by  perfonai  obedience,  either  to  the  law 
of  nature,  or  to  the  revealed  law  *,  no  man  living  up* 

on 


k  o 


ntpfiih  w f  Af  fr’PbcL  mid  A  r.t.  T  r?  t.  wq  s  1  d 

m  *  w  ►  #■  ' 

rutty  befQjne  heytt  GvJ\  miW>  wc  c»;i- 

f.der  it  as  a  law*  which  GtKiih*  as  wc-U  as 
Tree*  were  under,  Howtvcr,  were  v,r  to 
ukc  iv  co  fifiniiy  c.v.iy  the  bv,  which  was  pe* 
Cttlku'lv  gitrw  to  the  jfrv'J,  s  i-'t  mad l  Jiucwn 
in  tb\:  fcj ipiurcs  of  the  Old  TcELfi.tfit,  ilili 
the  mr&j  /.ttp,  IW  fovtral  of  the  rwibn*  hut 
liou'  hinted,  nmft  Uy  no  wr.*r%  he  cnududcd  : 
ArA  it  is  jiHn  thar  many*  at  !r*tt  of  the 
Jm-ft  expiated  t:>  he  hy  mcir  ohtcr* 

vario*  of  the  as  wc!!  zs  of  the  rcrcis.'S' 

KT"tl  law  ;  Fiir  rr-rdt  of  the  follaiices  of  fodi* 
u-Hs,  which  tin:  Fhvrffu  for  !ib  juk 

tificatfon,  (J>lr  xviii*  r  J.)  trlaicd  in  the  wj£- 
rt*  /.ra>  J  2S  thftt  rv  va;  tv  jit  rt/cr***#. ah 


/Vr.&r,  ttK  tr.r  t.fr  tht 

;  iinsf  i!j^  rap se  tr>  <Tl: rafl, 

4if  tUi  j.'ieccptl  iif  the  a$  mttfy  *n 

OrUiiS&n.:  j ^ / :J: : n } 


T  E  S. 

in  point  of  afttpunccwi(hG  wI(M  "rhxii.t?.) 

Up^n  th«  whole  then,  w*hcn  the  apoftfc 
fpeaks  a^tiiA  jdlMficadon  hy  the  -  >fhs  t'f 
the  liw,  1  cannot  hot  thiv  fc,  chat  it  i<  he 

umbr^ood  of  ail  good  workSj  nt  wh^*  ^:utuc 
or  hmd  fotvtr,  u>  iho  cxHufioti  of  all  t  o-afl* 
ihg,  (vct,  17.)  Atid  ihk  I  tdc  10  hr  of 
grez:;  importaTiM  for  a  due  conception  ol  tht 
nature  ar.d  defign  of  h;s  aigumuiL  (Sec  al- 
fo  the  note  on  chap,  vrl  4. 

*  Kftih  is  hire  pul  for  fu^c,  as  it  ;s  cxprrf- 
frd,  P/aL  cxllii-P  a.  Iron*  w  cure  this  quo¬ 
ted*  anti  ih«  apofijr  might  chub*  :n  thU 
place.  To  r.fc  the  irm?  to  tn!:m^*c  the 
origin  J  corruption  of  hum  a"  fu'iue,  hy  cea- 
foil  i#f  which  it  is  htxomc  ir.c .  of  keep¬ 
ing  the  Uvt  a<  cun!-ng  to  ih^  icnic  in  «hU-h 
he,  after  our  Lord  himfcK,  f/jehn  iti,  e.J  of- 
t'.ii  ures  it  in  this  cpitflc,  as  in  chap*  v^i.  $x 
:£j  aj,  and  chapt  viu,  t,  3,  fj  V/p,  la,  15, 
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ttfic4idhi*%ht?  on  earth,  in  hU  prefent  ftate  of  degeneracy,  cap  evef 

be  juflificd  in  the  accounr,  or  at  the  awful  tribunal  of 

°  0  the  all-feting,  hcart-fcarchiog,  juft,  and  holy  God* 

whatever  he  may  feem  to  be  in  his  own  eyes,  or  in  the 
opinion  of  ocher  men  :  For  the  law  is  fo  far  from  ac- 
quitting  any  of  its  fubjefts  from  condemnation,  that, 
by  its  light,  purity,  and  authority,  they  are  convi&ed 
as  tinners,  ami  brought  to  foe  themfdvcs  to  befo,  thro1 
their  want  of  conformity  to  ami  tranfgreifions  of,  its 
holy,  juft,  and  good  commandments,  by  numberlefs 
fins  oi  omifiion  and  of  comnriflion,  in  thought,  word, 
and  deed,  for  every  one  of  which  the  Jaw  pronounces  a 
cur;1!:  upon  them,  {GaL  in*  10.)  How  then  is  itpoflible 
that  the  Jcvj^  any  more  than  the  Gentile^  or  that  any 
individual  of  mankind,  be  his  character  what  is  will, 
fhould  be  juftifiect  in  God^s  light,  by  his  own  doings  in 
obedience  to  the  law  ? 


it  Btttnwthtf 
rjjgtncirtjfoeft  of 
Cod  without  the 
b*  U  mamfefltd, 
foiing  wit  iwfltfl  by 

[he  law  and  zhu 
piOpbttSJ 


21  But  though  every  door  of  hope  is  fhut  up  in  that 
way;  yet,  btdledbe  God,  the  fimier’s  cafe  is  net  def- 
perate;  another,  a  better,  and  a  fafer  door  is  now  o 
penedin  the  gofpeh  Here  is  a  clear  and  glorious  dtf* 
covery  of  the  righteoufnefs  which  God  has  appointed 
and  provided,  accepts  and  bellows  for  juftincation,  and 
which  was  wrought  out  and  brought  in  by,  and  reticles, 
as  in  its  original  fubjfit,  in.  the  eternal  Sou  of  God,  who 
is  himfdf  God;  but  which  never  wasfpnkeu  of,  hinted, 
or  provided  for,  by  the  moral  Aiw,  nor  U  ro  be  obtained 
by  cbedicncc  to  its  precept,  cither  as  made  known  by 
the  light  of  nature  to  the  Gentiles^  or  hy  revelation  to 
Ifrael :  And  yet  it  is  plain  that  this  is  the  rightcoufnefs, 
which  God  all  along  defignal  for  j unification,  feme 
notices  of  it  having  been  given  beforehand  in  the  types 
and  fliadows  of  the  ceremonial  law,  delivered  by  Mcfcsy 
and  in  his  other  writings  iHitihg  to  the  feed  op  the  wo~ 
man,  that  jhoutd  bruife  the  frr pent's  head,  {tfr/niih  15-) 
ami  the  feed  of  Abraham,  in  whom  aft  nations  Jhottki  be 


blcjj'ed,  (£fnvixu,  18,)  as  alfe  in  the  after-prophecies  t>F 
the  Old  Teftamrm,  recorded  by  other  infpired  men, 
which  fpoke  of  him  as  the  Lord  our  Righteoiifncf  ;  and 
the  Lord,  in  whom  wc  have  rightrou/nefs,  and fbalt  bejufij U 
ed ;  whole  name  is  Jehovah  our  Right  cov fiefs  ;  and  who 
lluiu Id  bring  in  ei wlaftw*  right  eatjhcfs,  {{fa.  :;Jv.  24, 
25.  Jer .  Jtxiii-  6*  .*nd  Dan-  ix,  24-)  (o  that  to  h:m  cive 
alt  the  prophets  witnrfs,  that,'  through  Us  name,  -ho- 
foever  believes  in  hin?9JhaH  receive  remifion  of  fins*  {^ch 

*t  Even  the  22  By  this  right  roufnefs  of  God,  I  do  nor  mc^n 

r^iconlociJ  pf  cf  th*'  nrHtr* 

I  ’flrl  V«  U*v  ‘  -il+t 

bJV:i  ^  p  .fJ?  1  d  r 

i«i\h  '  c.n:it:s 
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filth  of  Jcfui 
Chrift  unto  all, 
indupon  all  them 
that  believe:  for 
there  is  do  diHer- 
cues; 


%%  For  all  have 
finned,  and  come 
fhort  of  the  vlory 
of  God; 


14  Being  julli- 
lied  freely  by  his 

grace  J 

the  redemption 
(hit  is  in  jefus 
Chrift : 


oufncff  of  any  mere  creature*  as  though  God  had  or* 
dained  any  of  thefe  for  justification ;  But  I  mean  the 
mediatorial  furetifhip  righteoafnefsof  Jefus  Chrift  God* 
man*  which  confifts  of  his  active  and  paifive  obedience 
to  the  law*  in  the  room  and  flead  of  finners,  (wr.  24, 
25.  and  chap,  v  19.  and  x.  4.  fee  the  notes  there,  and 
on  chap.  i.  17.)  which,  for  its  transcendent  excellence  and 
glory,  as  well  as  on  other  accounts,  may  be  ftyled  the 
rightcoufnefs  of  God,  and  which  being  received  by  faith 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  is,  by  the  gracious  con  fit  tot  ion  of  God 
in  the  gofpel,  judicially  made  over,  reckoned,  impu* 
ted,  or  placed  to  the  account  of,  and  put  like  a  garment 
of  fa) ration  upon  every  one  that  believes  in  him,  of 
what  nation  or  character  foever  he  be  :  For,  with  re* 
fpeft  to  this  great  bkfling,  and  the  way  of  conveying  it, 
there  is  no  difference  between  Jew  and  Gentile ,  the 
greater  and  Idler  finner,or  the  weaker  and  fironger  be* 
I  lever  among  either  of  them  j  but  they  are  all  alike  e- 
qually  and  petfedUy  interefted  in  ir,  and  jufiified  by  it, 
and  that  in  the  fame  way  of  believing,  as  they  all, 
one  as  well  as  another,  muff  be,  if  ever  they  are  fared. 

23  For,  as  has  been  (hewn  at  large  in  the  foregoing 
difeourfe,  Jews  as  well  as  Gentiles ,  all  and  every  one 
of  both  thefe  forts  of  people,  as  finners  before  God,  and 
have  thereby  failed  of  and  become  incapable  of  attaining 
the  glory  of  his  holy  image  in  them,  the  glory  which 
they  ought  to  have  brought  to  him  ;  and  the  glory  of  a 
beatific  vifion  and  enjoyment  of  him  1  and  fo  neither  of 
them  have  any  thing  of  their  own  to  glory  in,  as  a  re¬ 
commendation  of  them  to  his  acceptance,  but  tnufi.be 
entirely  beholden  for  it  to  his  rich  mercy,  through  the 
rightcoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

24  Oije  as  wdl  as  the  other,  being  acquitted  from 
condemnation,  and  intitkd  to  eternal  life,  merely  by 
the  free  and  fovereign  favour  of  God,  as  its  original 
firft  moving  caufe  *,  without  any  defert  in  themfclves, 
but  on  account,  and  in  virtue  of  that  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  which  includes  an  infinitely  valuable  price  of 
redemption  ;  a  price  that  was  paid  by  his  obedience  and 
fufterings  to  death,  for  them,  and  is  in  him  as  an  inex- 
hauftibie  fund  of  merit  to  be  applied  to  them  :  And 

this 


NOTE. 

*  With  rtfpeft  to  God,  jufttficalioo  is  there  nothing  in  of  to  moiT«  God  to  it. 
of  nrregrActi  (raavrw  XaFT1)  u,t^  ***  Thiwf  Mnfwmbk  to  the  Htkriv  word  (DOR) 
fprft  to  it  it  v'rlfotft  wii/j  For  freely  it  U  rendered  by  the  Sm#ty  without 

(Jwp  tv)  fee  ms  to  he  here  nfai,  not  fo  irwch  a  tanfry  Pfal*  xxxv  f.  19*  and  Uix.  4,;  a  ltd 
to  figniiy,  that  it  is  a  as  it  is  call-  onr  l*ard  uid  of  his  energies,  wfcrrm*  to 

ed  197*4]  chap.  v.  1 6.  and  2s  Ulirono*  Pfof.  xxfcv.  ip.  They  hated  nr  wjtHQVT  X 
Jy  included  in  Us  being  feid  :o  be  by  hs  grace ;  c  A  Via*  ( Jehu  Jt v*  1  j* 

V  to  ibev  th*£  It  is  vaUtti  a  Ctisfi  in  us. 
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this  is  fully  confident  with  the  utmoft  freedom  of  his 
grace,  who  from  the  mere  propenhon  of  his  own  love, 
without  any  obligation  laid  upon  him,  admitted  of  this 
ran  foot  j  yea,  appointed,  provided,  and  accepted  it  for 
them  ;  sod  gratuitoufly  places  it  to  their  account,  and 
enables  them  to  receive  it  through  faith  in  his  Son. 

*5  wtinm God  15  Whom  God  the  Father  (»f«S(T*)  has,  in  his  eter- 

huh  fet  forth  tt  Qa]  counfels,  predetermined,  and  as  it  were  prefented 

trough0  fiith'  io  10  himfelf,  as  a  fit  mediator,  whom  he  delighted  in  j 
bis  Mood,  to  dc-  {I/a.  alii,  i.)  whom  he  has  alfo  given  notices  of  be* 
ebrc  his  tighie*  fore-hand  in  the  types,  fhadows,  and  prophecies  of  the 

reniflio/vr  fins  Old  Teftament  >  and  has  how  exhibited  openly  in  his 
ihiit  uc  psA  $  incarnation,  and  propofed  in  the  gofpel,  as  a  propiria- 
through  the  for-  tory  facrifice  j  on  account  of  which  God  appears  on  a 
*f*™“*°  F  mercy* feat,  (<*«r»Pw* )  that  linnets  of  ail  nations  and 

chara&ers,  may  approach  him  with  humble  boldncfs, 
and  find  acceptance  with  him,  in  a  way  of  believing  on 
the  atoning  death  and  fofferinga  of  Chrift :  His  end 
and  defign  in  all  which  is,  («r«»#w5i»)  to  demon  (Irate 
the  glory  of  his  juftice  *,  together  with  the  peifeftion 
of  the  Redeemer’s  righteoufnefs,  whereby  it  was  fattsfied, 
and  pravifion  was  honourably  made  for  the  pardon  of 
the  fins  of  believing  Gentility  who,  through  the  pati¬ 
ence  of  God  toward  them,  have  been  fuffered  to  go  on 
in  their  trefpafles  a  great  while  f  and  alfo  for  the  reroif- 
fion  of  the  fins  of  thofe  believers  under  rhe  Old  Tefla- 
ment,  whom  in  his  great  long-fuffenng  he  bore  with, 
tn  view  of  what  Chrift,  as  their  Surety,  had  engaged, 
and  in  due  time  would  come  to  perform  in  a  way  of 
fatisfadion  for  them. 


To  declare , 
Jfa,  at  this  time 

his  riflh  teou  fuels: . 
that  he  might  be 
jolt,  and  the  iu£ 
tititr  of  him 

vdnch  bdicrah 
in  Jclus* 


26  He  has  done  all  this*  I  fay,  to  difplay  now  in  the 
fulnefs  of  time,  under  the  gofpeidifpenfauoft*  his  own 
dTcrmial  reftitude,  and  its  righteous  demands*  as  well 
as' the  juftifying  righteoufnefs  brought  in  by  Chrift* 
which  he  has  appointed  and  accepts*  that  he  might  fe- 
cure  the  rights  of  his  juflice*  as  well  as  ihew  forth  the 
riches  of  hts  grace  ;  and  fo  might  advance  the  glory  of 
both  thefe  perfections,  with  an  entire  harmony,  in  his 
.3 uAifying  every  one  who  by  faith  receives  and  de* 
pends  upon  the  only  Saviour* 

ay  Since 

NOTE* 


*  That  which  In  thU  and  the  neit  wfe  is  *  mofV  uniform  idea  of  the  apoftle’auft  of  theft 
oalled  Mi  (Jucaiftrvv*  v)  and  in  other  parts  nf  this  tpidk.  (See 

iti  the  former  part  of  chap,  x,  j,  eherijf^t^  the  note  on  wr(  $,)  And  yttf  as  the  other 
{'sfKtfitf  Gt-4*  (rw  ©jw  int-xiorwi)  is  under*  fcnfe  here  and  In  chep.  x.  ;*  is  very  eonElK 
flood  by  many  good  interpreters  to  mein  the  tnt  with,  and  let  ns  to  add  ftrerigth  and  bcau- 
tfovtifif  rffrbtieujhffs  vt  punU'me  juftict  nX  GM;  ry  to  i be  apofUe’s  w'ayof  leafntiing  on  ihi* 
hy  other*,  that  righteoufnefs  by  and  for  fubjeQ,  I  have  included  loth,  leaving  the 
uMfh  Gvdjxjiifiei  them  that  believe  in  Jefu^*  iead*T  to  chufethat  which  piraiea  him  beft* 
The  hft  cf  chcfc  fcofts  j«ms  to  keep- up  the  while  I  prefer  the  ftrft* 
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Ch, 


ui* 


a  7  Wlicre  if 

bnaftina'henf  ft 

k  excluded.  By 

whir  1a w  of 
work*  ?  N,iy  ; 
but  by  the  Liw  of 
fidth. 


*9  Therefore 
we  conclude,  that 
a  nun  is  juftifed 
by  faith  without 
the  dteds  of  the 
Iaw, 


ip  L  he  the 
God  of  the  Jews 


only  ?  is  he  not 


alio  of  the  Ocn' 
tilej  ?  Y.cs  of  the 
Gentiles  alfo: 


37  Since  therefore  all  are  Gnners,  and  none  are  par¬ 
doned  and  juftiiird,  un lei's  it  be.  merely  by  the  free 
grace  of  Gutl,  thru1  the  tighteoufnefs.  of  C;*nil  imputed 
to  them  in  a  way  of  believing;  What  room  is  there 
for  any  one*  and  particularly  for  any  Jew  that  has  ob¬ 
tained  mercy*  to  glory  in  himfeif,  and  defpife  others, 
as  if  his  acceptance  with  God  proceeded  from  bis  being 
more  worthy*  or  having  done  better  than  they?  there 
h  no  {hadow  of  pretence  for  any  thing  of  this  kind.  But 
by  what  *  doctrine  is  all  this  Unit  out?  Is  it  by  that 
which  mates  our  jcftifkanoii  to  dr  pend  upon  our  own 
good  works  ?  No*  by  no  meins;  for  that  would  puff  up 
our  pride,  and  nuke  us  aferibe  to  ourfclns  fotne  of  the 
honour  at  lead  which  is  only  due  to  God*  But  it  is 
utterly  excluded  by  that  doctrine,  which  refers  this 
great  bleifmg  entirely  and  alone  ro  the  free  grace  of 
God,  through  faith  in  the  rightcoufuefs  of  Chrift* 

28  Therefore*  upon  the  whole,  the  condo  {ion  is  clear 
and  ftrong*  and  ought  to  be  owned  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  humbling  of  the  firmer  at  his  foot*  (t  CV*  1.  29, 
30*  3*0  that  a  man*  of  what  nation  or  charafter  foever 
is  difeharged  from  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  is  ac¬ 
cepted  as  righ  ecus  before  God,  merely  thro1  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  received  hy  faith;  and  not  at 
all  by  his  own  performances  in  obedience  to  any  law  f, 
no,  not  to  the  law  of  Mqfes  iifelf  in  any  view  of  it,  as 
the  righteoufnefs  that  in  titles  to  eternal  life* 

29  Is  God  then,  in  tbis  new  and  enlarged  difpenfa- 

tion  of  grace*  a  covenant  God  only  to  the  Jews,  as  he 
was  in  Old  Telia  men  t-ti  roes  ?  Has  he  not  now  taken 
the  Gentiles  likewife  into  a  covenant  of  laving  benefit, 
tho*  for  many  former  ages  they  were  not  hU  people  ? 
Yes  certainly*  he  is  now  as  much  the  God  *>1  all  grace 
to  believing  Gentiles  Jews*  He  is  alike  the  God  of 
both;  30  Since, 

NOTE  S. 


*  Any  doctrine  of  God,  whei her  confin¬ 
ing  of  precepts  or  free  pr&j rJ/ts?  may  be  tlyl- 
«d  a  iat»  t  hccatifc,  upon  it?  being  made 
known,  it  binds  the  confcicncc,  hy  divine 
authority  to  receive  it;  and  when  it  relate*  to 
the  fcofpel  confliuttion,  it  Jets  out  the  order 
of  God’s  aCiings  in  a  way  of  grace  toward* 
us,  tugeiher  with  cur  obligations  to  aft  to¬ 
ward*  nim  in  a  way  of  du:y.  Thu*  the  term 
lav  is  often  tiffed  in  a  lax  Jatfe  for  the  whole 
of  God’s  revealed  will,  and  jonielime#  ditef* 
iyt  or  at  tcaJt  inclutivtly,  w-th  rcf;ieft  to  his 
fromifis  and  the  j  aj  grace  ^  is  in  PJcL 
t.  1.  and  xix.  7.  and  xciv.  ra  aadexu. 

T?j  £>*>  07-  JS*.  i"u  3.  and  iv.  a. 
And  it  feems  nafftiry  tv  uidti^nd  it  in  one 
branch  of  this  verte,  as  b*tmyi«£  a  doctrine) 
of  pure  grace :  brent  fc  tfTir,  vvht:h  is  here 
called  the  liar  if  faith,  i*  dir-iUty  :u 


faw  of  Ti&rks ;  and  is  fiacli  a  doftrine  as 
cxtlvdts  all  htKii'Ur.g,  neither  y afiich  i*  coti~ 
fiftent  with  the  fuppuiiiiun  of  faith’s  bving  a 
good  work.  by,  and  for  the  prrfointdncc  of 

*hith»  in  nbedivCiC?  to  3  Uw,  «<  sre  irttit  lei 
to  eternal  life :  Vor  then  i:  be  tr  itrar  5/ 

fwris,  and  would  leave  room  for  boallittg* 
Vld  CWv,  /Jrr.  and  Pf  nt* 
t  Juiltfed  vtithcvt  the  peek  *f  the  i&Vf  evi- 
d cully  excludes  [com  jurltliraiiiui  all  werks 
of  in^!;  vdi  j::i,  L  It  :iry  hixt  whai* 

foever:  Fo[  theic  wfiv^j  ii^uJ  E.npuj^d  l?> 
the  i  and 

which  the  jp  rat  It  hud  of  at 

lar^e  iti  this  a~  l  'he  t*\n  farwia"  chap¬ 
ter-,  and  by  r£a:  .Ci  i>f  wh:cli  hu  toncUidtd, 
vyr.  d^t  t?  the  t  of  l!:e  !i "m  £C 
fall  bcj'tfifc*  m  Ovd’t  ji&bt* 


J-  #  f 


Cb.  iii. 


The  Epljllc  to  the  Romans  paraphraftd. 


p  Seeing  rt  is 

(hk  CJ:ul 
ihj'i  juflify  the 
circurodiitm  by 

a rtd  undr- 
c^^cifiuu  thro* 
filch. 


ji  D*>  we  then 
irjtc  void  ihe 
hit  dim*  faith? 

r 

tiod  forbid ;  vei, 
we  cilabliih  the 
bwr. 


30  Since,  according  to  a  prophecy  of  gofpeI-timest 
that  the  Lord  Jboutd  be  King  over  alt  the  earthy  and  in 
that  day  there  jhall  be  one  Lord t  and  his  name  on£y  {Ztcb* 
xiv*  9*)  he  is  one  and  the  fume  Cod,  in  a  covenant  way* 
and  by  the  fame  means,  to  perfons  of  all  nations  »  even 
that  God,  who  will  j  uflify  the  ctrcumciled  Jev*  by  faith, 
and  the  uncircumcifcd  Gentile  through  faith  %  by  and 
through  and  Sid)  in  this  cafe  meaning  one  and  the  fame 
thing  :  So  thar,  as  was  fold  ( ver .  22.)  there  is  no  tia* 
tionnl  difference  as  to  rhe  perfons  whom  God  will  jut 
tify,  or  as  to  the  way  of  his  doing  it. 

31  Do  we  then,  as  feme  would  injuriouily  fuggeft, 

invalidate  and  abrogate  *  the  moral  lavj%  or  fet  it  afide 
and  render  it  ufelefs  and  infignificam,  by  this  doctrine 
of  faith,  which  excludes  all  works  of  our  own  fro  nr  eh* 
tring  into  our  juftjfication  in  God’s  fight?  No,  {?*?**- 
fT?)  far  be  it  from  us 3  we  abhor  the  thought.  Nay,  oq 
the  contrary,  tho*  we  renounce  it,  as  a  broken  cove¬ 
nant,  that  cannot  give  life,  on  account  of  our  own  per* 
fbnal  obedience  to  it,  which  is  fo  veiy  defe£Uve  ;  amt 
though  we  maintain  that  believers  are  delivered  from  Its 
curfe  ;  yet  we  approve  of,  and  confirm  the  authority  of 
God  in  bis  law,  and  in  the  reprefen  ration  a  it  makes  of 
his  holy  nature  and  will :  We  Jikewife  infill,  that  it  has 
been  highly  honoured  in  a  full  aufwer  to  all  its  demands, 
ou  our  behalf,  by  that  glorious  rigbteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
in  which  we  believe  for  julUfication  ;  and  wc  regard  it 
Rill,  as  a  means,  in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  of,  convin¬ 
cing  us  of  fin,  and  of  our  need  of  this  peifeftrightcoufi. 
nefs,  and  as  a  complete,  unchangeable  and  obligatory 
rule  for  life,  for  a  fpirtual  and  holy  obedience  to  which, 
as  fuch,  rhe  molt  tflettual  motives  and  afliftances  are 
afforded,  by  the  grace  of  the  gol'pel,  to  them  that'  be¬ 
lieve:  Andfo  in  t  very  valuable  confiderat ion  we  through- 
ly^tbilfffh 'he  moral  law,  and  make  it  ftand  in 

full  force,  by  the  doEtrine  of  juIUficatioii  alone  through 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


It  is  a  great  privilege  to  enjoy  the  word  and  ordinances  of  divine  appointment, 
and  yet  exceeding  dangerous  to  reft  in  the  in  ;  But  how  much  foever  fome  may 
pervevt  and  abufe  them,  they  fhall  Lave  fa vi rift  effects  on  thofe  that  belong  to  God, 
who  may  be  entirely  depended  upon*  a<t  one*;  mgcnbly  faithful  and  true,  and  will 
one  d.iy  appear  to  be  fn,  though  all  mankind  Ihjuld  prove  to  be  bars,  and  tio  con¬ 
fidence  could  be  placed  hi  them,— How  do  feripture  and  experience  witnef?:  to  the 

uitivcrftl 


NOTE. 


*  Tit  plain  tv  tnc  that  She  law  herein- 
tended  i$  the  rftoral  as  &n  denud  rule 

of  rlg'ucooihcfs  hcMufe  of  that  die  apoftlc 
Mu  chieflv  difconriing  in  rbc  greeted 
pirt  of  (he  foregoing  contest,  (fee  i::C  ooiC 


on  ver*  ap.)  and  ih :  ctresrcsial  la**v  w«  dr* 
iivtjcJ  to  be  aboii rather  than 
tv  ■he  *n  the  h*\  un  i^r  the  KGlimj 

ni  a  cavvu-mt  of  porks  uirfi  puiuhv,  ilfa 


384  spifle  to  the  RoMA Hi  pafapbrafed,  Oh.  iif. 

J 

umverftl  depravity  of  the  whole  human  race  !  All,  in  their  fa  Hen  filte  of  natu  it, 
are  under  the  guilt  and  power  of  fin :  It  (hews  itftlf  under  various  forms.  In  the 
thoughts  of  the  heart,  the  words  of  the  tips,  and  the  aft  ions  of  tlx  life ;  in  an 
eftfangement  from  God,  and  an  injurious  behaviour  toward  men!  and  in  unpru- 
fitabteaod  dcftru&ive  courfes  to  ourfrlves,  as  well  as  others;  $0  that  all  have  fin¬ 
ned  and  come  fhort  nf  the  glory  of  God ;  and  there  is  none  righteous*  none  that 
has  the  true  fear  of  God,  or  that  doth  good,  as  of  himfelf*  and  without  deleft, 
bo>  not  one.  O  whofe  mouth  tmift  not  be  topped,  that  reads  bis  guilt  and  depra¬ 
vity  in  the  light  of  God's  law,  by  which  is  the  knowledge  of  fin  1  And  how  dear 
mu  ft  the  evidence  be  to  fuch  a  man's  confcm  cc,  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  moral 
law  itfclf*  he  never  can  be  j  unified  in  the  fight  of  God*  But  how  glorious  and 
complete  is  the  rightroufhefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  revealed,  and  propoftd  to  our 
acceptance,  in  the  gofpd !  Its  id  finite  dignity  and  writ- ptcafingnefs  to  God,  a* 
the  rightcoufnd*  of  a  divine  furety,  and  asanfwerabteto  all  the  demands  ofjaw 
and  jultice,  put  an  exceeding  glory  upon  it,  and  render  it  juft  fucb  a  rigbteauf* 
nets  as  we  need  to  recommend  us  to  the  favour  of  God ;  it  includes  the  atone* 
went  of  fin,  and  a  free  pardon  to  the  believing  (inner  on  its  account  ?  and  w  the 
foundation  of  a  throne  of  grace -for  fuch  to  apply  to,  with  holy  freedom  and  sc* 
ceptanct :  And  the  wltneft  given  to  it  in  the  Old  Tell  ament,  together  with  the 
plainer  difeoverie?  of  the  New,  arc  fuflicient  to  embolden  our  faith  and  humble 
dependence  upon  it,  whatever  our  iniquities,  or  our  thrr;t tiling  and  difcoun- 
pii^  circumftances  have  been,  How  fwectly  do  jufticc  and  grace  harmonize  in  a 
jollification,  through  the  redemption  that  fa  in  Chrift  Jcfusl  And  bowextenfive 
is  the  grace  of  the  goipel !  It  reaches  to  greater  and  Itffer  finnm,  of  the  Gcntihit 
as  well  as  of  the  Jew:  Tbc  fame  God  is  a  covenant  God  to  one  as  well  as  ano¬ 
ther  and  the  fame  way  of  juftificarion  is  open  to  both,  not  by  uiy  worts  of 
their  own,  but  entirely  and  alone  through  faith  is  the  righfceoufbe&  of  Chrift, 
which  i«  made  over  by  gracious  imputation  to  every  true  believer,  for  the  rcmiT- 
fioii  of  paft  fins?  and  for  the  continuance  6f  his  fate  of  favour  with  God,  as  it 
Is  abidingly  and  cverlaftingly  upon  All  fneb,  without  difference.  How  concerned 
then  fhould  we  be  to  receive  this  right cottfix fa  by  faith,  that  we  may  (band  ac¬ 
cepted  in  the  Beloved;  and  to  know  the  grace  of  God  in  truth/  that  we  may 
live  under  its  powerful  influence?  and  may  prafticatty  fhew.tbat  it  doth  not  lead 
to  licentioufnefs,  nor  will  fuffer  us,  on  any  confidmtion  whatibever,  to  do  evil 
that  good  may  come!  While  therefore  we  humbly  renouncrall  imft  and  confidence 
In  ourfetves,  and  glory  only  in  the  Lord,  How  careful  and  conflitiiirous  fhould 
we  be,  to  obferve  the  law  of  our  creation,  a*  an  unchangeable  rule  of  life,  and 
to  improve  the  grace  of  the  gofpd,  for  exciting  and  enabling  us  to  yield  an  un¬ 
feigned  and  impartial  obedience  to  the  moral  law !  Upon  the  whole.  How  ground- 
ids  and  unrea  tollable,  how  unjuft  and  dHboaouraMe,  arc  all  c  avals  again  ft  the 
veracity,  holinefs,  and  rigbtcoufcefs  of  God,  and  the  fr  ecu  eft  of  bis  grace,  ra 
the  juft tficatioo  of  every  one  that  believes  in  Jefusl 


CHAP,  IV, 

Tir  doBrine  of  juflijuatien  by  faithf  as  pertaining  to  tie  Gentiles  dj 
wiles  Jews,  if  further  iuuftrated  by  fhe  caff  of  Abraham,  Dthcfe 
faith  was  imputed  to  him  for  righteoujnefs  before  he  mas  cir  acme  fed ^ 
I , — i2j  He  received  the  promife for  bhnfetf  and  his  fetdt  through  the 
right  eoufnefs  of  faith  f  3  3, — 27*  And  we  arc  jujlifed  in  the  fame 
way  <f  believing  aj  he  wasf  23^—25, 

Text.  PARAPHRASE. 

Dull  we  yF  Jr  ^  true,  as  bus  been  obfrryed,  {chap-  Hi,  *7»  l8*J 
hj  ’^>t  J.  (jlat  a  man  is  jvftifed  by  faith  -without  the  deeds  <f  the 

ianif  and  (b  there  b-  no  room  bat  any  one’*  boafingy  at 

glprjing 


Ch.  ir«  The  Epifile  to  the  Romans  parapbrafei. 


A  bnbnn  our  fa* 
t  her,  at  pertaining 
to  the  Wh,  tilth 
found? 


\  ForifAbra* 
Mm  wcrejdftifiecl 
bv  works,  be  hath 
vher&f  io  glory, 
but  uot  before 
God* 


3  For  what 
faith  the  ferip* 
Inre  ?  Abraham 

bclimd  Cod,aml 

n 


glorying  in  himfdf,  What  fhall  we  (hint  of  the  cafe  of 
Abr&bimp  that  renowned  father  of  the  faithful,  from 
whom  we  Jrw j  derive  our  pedigree,  and  our  honour* 
according  to  the  flrfh  *  ?  Some  of  you  will  fay,  Had 
that  eminent  faint,  and  fcrvant,  and  friend  of  Cod  no 
caufe  of  glorying  in  his  piety  and  holmefs,  which  were 
figniited  by  his  being  circumcifecl  in  the  flefh,  anti 
which  put  fuch  a  luftre  upon  hb  pharafttT  in  the  eye-s 
of  all  metr?  Cm  it  be  denied,  that  fuch  an  one  as  be 
might  juflly  take  fome  honour  to  himfdf  ? 

2  For  if  this  great  and  good  man,  Abraham^  found 
acceptance  by,  and  on  accoum  of  Ins  remarkably  holy 
works,  with  the  addition  of  cirenmeifion,  he  mult 
needs  have  had  a  proper  occ?fion  for  glorying  in  his 
high  attainments,  the  caufe  of  his  juft  diction  being,  in 
himfdf  t* — But  to  any  fuch  fuggdtioti,  I  anfwer,  He 
in  reality  was  not  juftified  by  works  before  God ;  and 
fo,  not  with  (landing  ail  his  duties  of  obedience  and  ex¬ 
ternal  privileges,  he  had  no  room  ro  be  proud  ;  nor  did 
he  glory  in  the  prefence,  or  vaunt  himfdf  in  the  fight 
of  the  great  and  holy  God,  as  though  he  were  worthy 
of  his  favour  ;  as  plainly  appeals  from  what  is  recorded 
in  the  facred  oracles  themfdves  about  him. 

3  For  what  doth  the  feripmre  fay  with  relation  to 
this  very  initance  ?  Why,  it  tells  us  that  this  famous  A* 
braham  believed  in  the  promilcs  which  God  gave  him 
of  the  Mefliah,  as  his  feed,  in  vtbcm  all  tk%*  j.imilics 
the  earth  Jbouhl  be  bkjfedy  {Gen*  xii*  3.  and  xv  5*  6-) 
and  that  J  which  he  believed  concerning  the  promt  fed 

feed 


NOT 

1  A%  fittmudisg  i\>  the fic ft t  (mctz  owfita) 
may  refer  ei;  her  to  jot's  being  the  father 
of  the  Jews  atcutuing  to  the  {k(h  ,  or  rather 
to  what  advantage  he  himil'lf  had  found  by 
being  rircwmctfol  in  the  flefb,  and  appearing 
remarkably  holy  before  men*. 

t  f  tike  the  former  part  of  this  vrrfc  to 
continue  the  «ordr  of^thoobjeAora,  to  en¬ 
force  their  argument  ;  aod  what  follows  m 
the  dote  of  the  verfe,  to  be  the  beginning  of 
the  ipoftle's  reply,  in  con  Nation  of  It. 

J  ft  U  do  uncommon  tiling  in  fmprare,  to 
put  the  eft  for  the  dpccially  #iih  re¬ 

gard  to  faith  and  hope,  Thu*  hope  fig  ui  fits 
ihe  dj/Vfl  of  hope,  Jer*  liv,  8.  1  Ttmr  i.  1. 

Mid  Heb,  vi.  tfl+  And  faith  is  often  put  for 
the  efjeft^  or  d$8rine  of  fakh,  or  1  hat  which 
i;  believed  in;  as  when  ir  is  fuid,  Pan!  pr emb¬ 
ed  tie  faith  wbifb  once  be  deftrered^  (GaL  i. 
13,)  and  Fd ix  heard  him  mum  ruing  lie  faith 
*f  Chrifit  {Afts  KJciv.A4*);iud  when  the  lb  ip- 
lure  fpeaks  of  keepings  and  ecu  ten  Sag  for  the 
fMht  and  fold*  a*  the  mjjlery  of  faith ,  and  the 
iike*  Ami  that  this  i$  the  ferie  in  which  vtc 
Vo;.*  ill  t 


E  S+ 

arc  to  under  (land  the  a  poOfc.  when  he  fay  c 
here,  and  ver,  j,  rtur  A  braham** 
and  his  fiitb*  were  rmirnci  O4-  right&tufucr'i, 
vppe  irs  from  h$  being  oppoftJ  to  our  * 
and  from  the  bong  reckoned  of 

an.i  t;?t  ;■/  dFct,  Whereas  the  act  of  faith  r- 
ftlf  is  as  much  a  as  any  other  duty 

commanded  in  the  moral  law,  and  acic  itap 
to  be  rechticd  tu  as  for  r: SM&r/*,  the  re¬ 
ward  in  judifyi£*  us  would  I*?  a  debt  due  to 
us,  cd  accouiti  <sJ  our  hiiving  jicrfbrmcd  ;h^c 
work,  as  a  Icrvaut’s  wages  \$  tor  luvin^  dnr*e 
Ins  uialtu/s  hu  fine  is.  And  if  compare 

what  is  laid  of  Abraha'm't  faith  la  tlie  iVl- 
lowing  parts  of  this  cl w pier,  with  st't. 
j(r  and  xv.  f,  6.  and  xxiL  18,  wiicr^  er  e 
of  U  h  further  r.xphined,  we  (hall  ti.i-L 
that  hU  faith  had  a  reference  to  Chrift, 
pnuntlcd  Iced,  and  to  tffca?  Ihovijd  be  do'uc  hy 
hint,  that  all  iidtious  mi^ht  bCblcfTed  in  him  : 
For  Abraham  tfrw  Cbf  i  ?i*S  dev,  and  -I'at 
(  Jttim vin.  j 6.)  A nd  what  is  here  called  J'Ari'i 
feeing  imputed',  or  county  f,>r  riijhtonilmfi, 
is  in  the  next  (ver*  p,  10, 


h 


33 6  Tie  F.piJlU  to  the  Romans  faropbrafel.  Cb>  It. 


it  was  e«inf<d 
unn  him  for 
rigbttoufiicfsL 


feed,  was  gracioufly  transferred  to  his  account,  or  made 
over,  or  imputed  to  him,  for  righteoufnefs,  as  if  he 
him  felt  had  done  and  iuffered  what  the  Meffiah,  in 
whom  he  believed,  was  to  fulfil  ip  his  room  and  (teach 


4  Nov  to  him 

ii 

the  reward  not 
reckoned  of  gra*r 
but  oi  dd>L 


4  Now,  to  argue  a  little  upon  this  inftance,  Is  it  to 
be  obfeived,  that  to  the  perfon,  who  performs  any 
works  to  intitle  him  to  falvatiou,  and  obtains  if  on  that 
account,  which  was  not  the  cafe  of  Abraham^  the  re* 


ward  of  being  accepted  and  finally  fared,  is,  indeed, 
to  fuch  an  one,  properly  accounted,  not  a  point  of  fa* 
vour,  and  a  gift  of  mere  grace;  but  a  matter  of  debt, 
as  what  he  has  a  juft  claim  to,  on  the  foot  of  work,  and 

wages  due  for  it* 

s  But  to  him  j  But,  0J1  the  contrary,  to  the  perfon  who,  though 

lurc  Micvcth"™  he  make*  confidence  of  every  duty,  has  no  opinion  of 
him  that  pit  tfeth  his  own  ability  *  or  merit;  nor  goes  about  to  perform, 
thr  ungodly,  his  plead,  or  reft  upon  any  works  of  obedience,  with  this 

¥itfW  and  rfefign*  th*t  he  may  obtain  juftification  by 
them  ;  but  who,  on  the  other  hand,  under  a  humble 


fenfe  of  his  own  utter  inefficiency,  un wort hinefe,  and 
ill  defer  tsT  gives  credit  to,  and  depends  upon,  the  faith¬ 
ful  word  and  free  promt fe  of  God,  who,  through  and 
on  account  of  the  right ecnjfnet's  of  Jefus  Chrift,  graci* 
oufty  acquits,  and  accepts  him  *  that  was,  and  faw 
himfelf  to  be  a  vile  finner,  under  a  juft  fentence  of  con¬ 
demnation;  the  objeft  of  this  man’s  faith,  or  that 
which  he  fees,  and  is  perfuaded  of,  in  the  promife, 
and  embraces  for  his  acceptance  with  God,  is  reckon* 
ed  or  imputed  to  him  for  juftification,  as  if  he  himfelf 
had  perfectly  fulfilled  iht  law.  And  this  was  Abraham’ S 
cafe,  who  had  been  an  ungodly  perfon,  or  an  idola¬ 
trous  heathen,  ■**£*)  till  God  called  him  by  his 
grace,  and  freely  juftified  him,  through  faith  in  the 
pronrifed  feed. 


NOTES* 


6,  7  And 


:x*  13,  ipO  rolled,  bring  by  Cbnft'i 

and  retoxdfed  &  GW  by  iht  hath  of  H? 

*V?u,  bv  wkrt*  Tt-^  hart  rft^Txd  tk?  titwm tvtt 

and  /wf  righfmufntfs  of  Chrifi's  comit/%  ppw  at 
ttnSy  indent1  bdng  Or  con 

fHiurcd  rghtc/m j  by  lb  vutditm  t\  Set  alfit 

the  t\(vtcs  mt  vc r,  *4  >nd  chap.  I  x6  An  \ 
that  (lie  atoning  rightcoufnrfsof  Chrift  feouid 
be  accru'd  Jo r,  or  imputed  id  ns,  through 
fait  1 1  In  him,  is  a  molt  natural  thought,  if 
uc  Co  [i  flit  it  that  the  typical  ftcrifia:*  were 

fpoken  of,  ts  accepted  for  t  oxu npultd  to  the 
o/Tcrcr?,  to  aioctmcnf  fir  tremr  nr  not, 

according  a*  ;hcy  were*  or  were  not  prelect¬ 
ed  to  G<*J,  in  the  way  of  his  appointment, 
J>v*  i,  4,  and  viL  J 0  +  and  axil, 

*  ?/w  here  relates,  not  to  wW  a 


man  continues  to  be  after  his  juftification  ; 
but  to  what  he  was,  and  was  deemed  to  he 
before  it :  For  thf-ujh  fin  afterwards  remaint, 
it  doth  not  rrign  In  him ;  and  his  bring  juf- 
rifiod  alters  hi*  ftaie  and  chiraAer,  as  it  did 
Abroham's;  vho  wit  before  a  GmflVr,  and 
whom,  as  Mr  Lotic  obftrvcs,  the  apofile  here 
points  to  He  U  then  no  longer  counted  hit- 
gcAIjy  but  Tight&vt ;  betaufe  of  (be  no?  dm- 
potation  of  im,  and  the  imputation  of  the 
rightcoufaeft  of  Clirft  to  him,  vet*  tf,  3.) 
For  it  L  not  laid  his  faith  is  hh 
but  at  fiKaiorJ»r)  it  ip  jmpuicd, 

as  to  be  unto  his  t>h;a;ning  a  juflifyihg  righ- 
tcoufnds,  [flnp.  x,  4,  to  Jthough  not  hy  his 
own  works,  as  tho  rootexi  plxitily  fhews. 


i 
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.  <  tvoi  Bs'Ds*  6,  7  And  all  this  well  agrees  with  the  account  which 
ud  uwSxf^r*1  r  Oiv/a,  -the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  has  given  in 
tbc  man  "  unu>  hw,  deicrtptkra  of  that  man's  happincfc,  ro  whom  God 
whom  God  iHi-  reckons  and  makes  over  rig hteoo fuels  for  this  purpoftr, 
puetb  dghte  *  wjthout  the  teaft  consideration  of  his  own  good  works, 

wrkV  *l  at  any  ingredient  in  his  j  unification  j  and  without 
t  Sajiag,  BW-  charging  upon  him  bis  mi  Meeds,  as  any  bar  to  it,  fay- 

iniqrittauc for-  *°S»  UI,dcr  a  deep  feofe  of  the  evil  of  fin.  They,  and 

girvn,  aud  tfho&  rbey  only*  among  all  the  degenerate  Jons  of  men,  are 
flw  arc  covered.  truly  and  throughly  bkffed*  who*  though  they  are*  zntl 

muff  owa  themfelvrs  to  be  tinners*  have  found  favour 
with  God  unto  the  freeforgivenefs  of  all  their  tranftivef* 
irons  *1  which  are  both  offences  and  debts;  and  whole 
odious  crimes*  which  the  holy  God  cannot  but  abhor* 
are  hid  from  his  rimlt&ive  eye  :hSo  that  though  rhm 
iniquities  are*  in  their  own  nature*  as  vile  ami  abomi* 
nable  as  ever,,  yet  he  blots  or  ftrikes  them  out  of  their 
account*  (P/aL  ii,  p.)  by  the  blood*  and  covers  Them 


S  Bledcd  iithe 

man  to  whom  the 
Iiord  wilt  not  im¬ 
pute  Go- 


9  Cvntih  this 
blcflcdnefi  dies 
upon  (hecircam* 
lilion  flif/jf  or  up¬ 
on  the  undream* 
cifion  alfo? 
fay  Uiat  faith  *a$ 
rcctoa- 


witb  the  rightcoufnefs  of  Chrift:  He  doth  no zenarkthemy 
fo  as  to  enter  intojndgment  with  them  on  that  fcore,  {PfaL 
cxir.,  3*  4«  and  cxliiL  2.)  but  cqfls  them  all  behind  his 
tacky  and  as  iaffl  the  depth  of  the  fe*y  ( Ifa .  xxxviri.  17* 
and  Mho  vii  19.  that  they  may  be  buried  in  evalafting 

oblivion,  (Jfa*  xliiL  2J.  and  Heb*  viii  12.) 

8  That  man  is  happy  indeed*  all  bie (Tings  are  entail* 
ed  upon  him,  who*  though  the  guilt  of  his  iniquities  has 
deferved  divine  wrath*  bound  him  over*  ami  rendered 
him  obnoxious  to  it,  according  to  the  curfe  of  the  Ijwj 
((jW*  iii.  10.)  yet  God  will  not  condemn  him  for  it ; 
the  Redeemer's  righteoufnefs*  tn (lead  of  his  own  fm* 
being  placed  to  his  account*  by  a  gracious  and  judicial 
ad  of  that  God  who  alone  can  forgive  and  juftify- 
(Luke  v.  21-  and  Rom*  viii  33.) 

9  Now  the  great  quefiicm  is*  whether  this  b Idled 
privilege  of  free  pat  don*  and  acceptance  with  God*  a* 
lone  through  faith*  belongs  to  the  Jews  only*  who 
have  had  the  advantage  of  circumciJion ;  or  to  the  Gtn~ 
tiles  alfo*  who  never  came  under  that  ordinance?  For 
I  have  already  intimated*  (ver*  3.  fee  the  note  there) 

that 


NOTE, 

*  In  ttiTi  andthe  next^verfe,  which  are  ttsafrtfs  is  foppoferf,  or  Implied,  as  tbt 
quoted  at  David's  words,  the  ipoftte  men*  ground  of  for^\cntft,  «*rof  the  iwni'inipi. 
lions  only  God#*  pardoning  grace,  under  the  mien  of  fin  :  For  imfviijrg  r/i- 

no  lions  of  his  forgiving  fin,  as  a  debt  and  an  denily  include?  (but*  though  it  is  iuoitk  iti;m 
offence;  of  it,  as  an  odious  do-  barely  jot  jis,  And,  unkfs  we  t-ltc 

furnmy  ;  and  of  his  not  imputing  it,  as  a  Jaw  in  this  thought,  the  apoitlc\*  resigning  ftvn.* 
obligation  to  p  Uni  ft  incut,  And  therefore  jit*  very  ckir  from  the  implication  of  ri^h- 
urhen  the  apoftlc  calls  this,  f  wr-  d.)  David**  teoufnc&  in  the  cafe  of  Ahtu^t tnt  to  the  non- 
deferring  tbt  bhffidatfs  vf  tot  matt  to  wfom  imputation  of  fin,  in  Itavif*  account  of 
Gid  imputes  rigitftjupttjs  vtilhout  Murks,  he  ble&dncfr* 
plainly  intimates,  that  an  imfuttifion  ef  rigb-  B  b  t 
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J 


rerkoncd  to  A- 
braiiiim  foriigh 
teoutaeJs. 


that  the  otytQ.  of  Abraham's  faith,  35  it  terminate J  op* 
on  wtuE  the  pro  mi  fed  Mefliah  flioulil  do,  that  all  na¬ 
tions  might  be  blrfled,  was  fct  over  to  him,  that  he 
might  be  deemed  and  dealt  with  as  righteous  on  its 


to  How  wa*  it 
then  recitiMicil  ■' 
when  he  wa s  in 
drcemcilion,  or 
in  irncircuiuciG- 
oi>  ?  uot  in  cir- 
cu’itrmrm,  hni  in 
und;  cumdfion. 


11  Ana  he  re¬ 
ceived  rhe  fiin  of 
■r  * 

eminicilinn  *  a 

IcA  of  the  rifch* 

of  the 
Jaich  which  be  bad 
yet  being  pttcii- 
ciimciJcd:  thu  he 
mfciu  be  the  fa- 

O 

(her  of  all  them 
that  believe  * 
though  they  be 
not  rironndlcft: 
t\ui  ri^i(coufncfj 
might  i>e  imputed 
mao  them  alio: 


account, 

10  Weil  then,  at  what  time,  and  in  what  circum- 
ftancts,  was  it  thus  imputed  to  him?  Was  it  after,  or 
hefure  he  was  circumcifcd  ?  it  certainly  was  not  after, 
hut  a  great  while*,  at  lea  ft  fourteen  years,  before; 
and  therefore  this  favour  was  not  annexed  to  drcumci- 
fion  ;  but  the  uncircumcifed  Gentiles  are  as  capable  of 
it  as  the  circumcifcd  Jews  themfeivts. 

11  And  Abraham  being  in  this  manner  juftifUd,  up¬ 
on  his  firfl  believing;  it  is  plain  that  his,  and  his  fa- 
mily’s;  being  circumcifcd,  many  years  afterwards,  was 
fo  far  from  being  the  caufe,  or  reafon,  of  his  juftifica* 
tion,  that  it  was  only  a  fign  of  the  original  corruption 
of  human  nature,  and  of  the  interna!  circumtifion  of 
the  heart ;  as  alio  of  the  gracious  and  vtfible  diftindion 
God  had  made  of  him  and  his  feed  from  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  having  brought  him,  together  with 
his  offspring,  into  the  bond  of  the  covenant:  And  it 
was  fuch  a  fign,  as  was  alio  an  external,  in  diluted  feal  f, 

not  only  for  the  confirmation  of  God’s  promifes  to  him 
ami  his  feed,  and  of  their  obligations  to  be  the  Lord’s; 
hut  liltcwrfc  to  allure  him  of  his  being  already  a  real 
pamker  of  that  righreoufnefs  of  faith  which  was  im¬ 
puted  to  him  while  he  was  in  the  uncircumcifeti  (late 
of  Gentilijm  :  And  this  was  ordered,  in  the  infinite  wif- 
dom  of  God,  to  the  end  that  he,  as  an  eminent  belie¬ 
ver,  with  whom  God’s  covenant  was  made  cxprefsly  for 
himfelf  and  his  feed,  might  he  a  noble  pattern  of  faith, 
and  of  juflificarion  in  a  way  of  believing  5  and  that  he, 
as  the  father  of  the  faithful,  in  whomt  and  in  whofe 
feedy  alt  nations  were  to  be  btejfcdj  might  be  the  means 
of  conveying  fpintua)  benefits  4to  all  that  fliould  after¬ 
wards,  in  imitation  of  him,  believe  in  the  Lord  Jefus 

Chrift, 


N  o 

*  Titrttiacl  was  ^oncci red  after  Abraham  had 
rh;  piroiuii'e  of  a  *r.d  tidievtit  -in  the 
l-  irci,  H-ho  counted  it  to  him  for 
nefi,  as  appears  from  C/m.  ay.  j,  compa¬ 
r'd  With  chap,  xvi  4,  11  an:i  jfenart  was 
thirteen  years  old  when,  upon  tbc  uiUi-otion 
of  ciramirAnij  Abraham  auil  he  were  fif* 
CM -nc ) left,  Gt*.  xvil  !<(.  And  it>  being 
Ijidp  th  it  Abrtth.vv  received  the  jig  n  f,f  cirrvm- 
t  Uf  w  *  **  fertl  &t  the  rigbuQttftirfi  cf  tit  fath 
,  lr-"h'b  b?  bud  fa':ig  yrt  UKCircvrvcjfd,  fitewjj 
thii  the  covenant  made  with  him,  OV*,  avii. 
ur  for  Jubilance  at-  lcart;  the  hoic 


T  E  5.  f 

with  that  in  Gen.  xii.  at  3  an 4  iv,  J1  tf. 
For  drcumcition  was  a  feal  of  the  rightcouf- 
nefs  of  Hie  faith  wliid)  lie  hul  in  the  pro- 
mife  of  :he  MciTnh  made  to  him,  and  w  hieli 
v»  counted  to  him  for  rightcouliiefs,  before 
he  eircnmcildl. 

f  A  feat  if  the  nghlc^feefe  0/  f tilth  car¬ 
rier  <1  plain  intimation,  thjt  the  covenant,  of 
which  drcnmdfion  wss  the  G^ii  and  fedl, 
the  covenant  of  jr.h-r<  :  F.ir  the  righmafKffe 
of  faith  unto  juft  j  fie-.  t  km:,  which  rircu  ircilV.m 
was  the  feat  of*  can  belong  10  no  other  covC' 

CWr 


a.  ir. 
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1 1  Anil  the  fi* 
tkrof  circumci* 
to  them  who 
are  w>t  of  ihe  cir- 
cuittfifion  ojiIj, 
bin  alio  walk  in 
the  tfeps  of  that 
faith  of  our  father 
Abraham,  which 
he  hai  being  jtt 
undream  died. 


1 1  For  the  pro* 
mife ,  that  he 
f^ottld1>t  the  heir 
of  the  world,  v4$ 
not  to  Abraham 
or  in  his  frtd 
through  the  law* 

hut  through  the 
ri^hfeoufficfe  of 

fcu  h. 


Chrift,  though  they  be  Gentiles*  who  never  were  cir- 
cumcifed  in  the  flefh}  that  the  righteoufaefs  of  Chrift 
might  aUq  be  made  over  to  them,  by  gracious  imputa¬ 
tion  through  faith*  as  it  was  to  him*  while  he  remain* 
ed  uncircumcifed* 

*r2  GocTs  end  herein  alfo  was*  that  Abraham  might 
be*  in  like  manner,  a  fpiritual  father  to  the  Jews ;  not 
indeed  to  the  whole  nation  of  th?m  that  are  only 
circumcifed  in  the  flefh,  as  his  natural  pcftcrity ;  burro 
fuch  of  them  as  are  likewife  his  fpiritual  children,  that 
follow  his  example  in  the  fame  kind  of  faith*  for  fub- 
ftince,  which  he  was  pamker  of,  while  he  yet  conti¬ 
nued  an  uncircumcifed  Gentile,  This  clearly  fh  ws, 
for  rhe  humbling  of  the  Jew*  and  encouraging  of  the 
Gentile*  that  what  God  did  in  freely  pardoning  and  juf* 
tifying  Abraham*  through  f  Jtb,  was  a  (ample  of  what 
be  would  do,  under  the  gofpd-difpenfation*  in  accep¬ 
ting  heathens  as  well  as  Jews*  that  (liquid  believe  in  Jc* 
fus:  For  they*  which  fa  of  fait  fa  arc  hUjfcd  with  faith¬ 
ful  Abraham^  and  as  Jews  and  Greeks  are  all  one  la 
Ghrijl  Jefus*  fo  they  that  fa  ChrijVs  are  Abrali'*m\r 
fee  fa  and  fairs  according  to  the  promife,  {Gal.  iii.  9  28, 
29.) 

13  For  the  great  promife  which  God  made  to  Abra * 
ham*  that  he  Should  be  the  Lord  and  chief  of  the  helie* 
ving  world*,  iuclufive  of  Jews  and  Gentiles*  a*  all  na¬ 
tions  were  to  be  bleffed  in  him ,  or  in  Chrift,  his  feed* 
(Gen*  xii,  3,  compared  with  chap,  xxii«  18*)  and  as  he, 
through  the  promife d  Mefliah,  was  to  be  the  prime  h  Jr 
and  pofleffor  of  the  blcflings  of  this  world  and  the  nrxt» 
by  virtue  of  the  covenant  made  with  him  ;  this  promife 
was  not  given  to  Abraham ,  or  to  his  covenant -feed  j  by 
the  tenure,  cither  of  the  law  of  nature,  (fee  the  note 
on  ver*  1  c.)  or  of  the  law  of  Mofes$  which  was  deliver¬ 
ed 


N  O 

*  This  wfc  i*  apparently  tirnufcht  in  ju  aa 
argument  to  prove  what  lud  been  frid  in  the 
turn  forgoing  vttfo  about 
the  father  of  ell  them  that  belt  ere,  whether 
they  he  yrvt  or  G<ntUt\f  through  the 
tv-Hifnefi  of  the  faith  ivbtch  he  hod  *btic  he 
ims  uiuTrcumcvJtd ;  an  J  thctcfoic  it  k-ws 
ifiitiii  ill  lent  *ith  the  nature  and  (fcfjjfti  of  the 
apoftk's  rea  foiling,  to  under  (land  Abr&briw's. 
htin*  *t\r  cf  the  world,  literally  of  hiahctni* 
J-»ur  of  the  land  ot  Catalan  :  For  that  «***  to 
be  rhe  inheritance  of  only  hi*  natural  defreud- 
i'nX  or  of  then;  that  venr  cirto  mat'd ;  io 
i'iit  if  the  apoftte  had  any  reference  to  the 
pro.nitcd  land,  it  could  be  only  a*  it 
ty|K  uf  heaven*  But  I  take  huiifi 

War  ot  the  wurld,  to  be  a  plir«^c  vf  muvL  ikw 


T  E. 

fame  import  wall  his  htitt£  the  f other  cf  all 
them  tL:/  UH<vet  whether  they  he  drewne:* 
led  or  tint,  as  he  wa*  c^kJ,  v«.  f  1  or  with 

hii  h-inn  tht  father  m  jay  it  tJ 

eicpr^fled  by  w'ay  of  fKjjiiaitl'iiv  ;mrl  further 
proof*  ver,  17.  And  3ft  thebriritthe  hi  ad  >f 

the  fondly,  and  in  Jrvtifk  language, 

the  WJ  and  Ifrr  cf  its  inlu'riunrc :  So 
stir ::foyri  WAS  tiiC  hrrif  i^f  tl«  beltmuir  W*,rld, 
tb^t  iC  fea^cK'd  rlir^u^b  all  aft  the 

of  hr^venly  fddihi^s,  21 

veil  as  of  1  covenani-rirjit  10  all  temp*n‘at 
g-^od  made  fir!  to  hlcu  and 

t.^nfn:i:rvJ  fr^m  him  to  tljiin,  atxonlin®  m 
the  rovfiiant  r» uJe  with  himi  and  fo  llwy 
arj  hkil^d  «*;li  him*  aft  lii^  f<:rj  niter  jin*  jo 

^  J  .  j  li  3  j  Jj  Oj  ip* 
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14  For  if  they 
which  afe  of  the 
law  he  hcir-?p 
hiih  is  rude 
void,  aivhhcpjo* 
roifo  rp*rle  of 
noiK  cftth 


j  $  the 

law  woifcctb 

wrath  :  far  where 
31 A  Id  Lv  Ur  t!  ire  is 

no  Ifanjgrtifion, 


ed  to  his  offspring  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after- 
wards,  ( Gal .  iii,  1 7. )  j  nor  was  it  given  to  him,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  perfonal  ohcdience  to  the  law.,  in  either  of 
thefe  confiderations  of  it }  hut  it  was  given  to  him,  and 
to  his  fpiritual  feed  that  are  difperfed  all  over  the  world, 
and  inherit  thefe  blcflings,  through  and  by  virtue  of 
that  rightcoufnefs  which  is  received  by  faith. 

14  F<?r  if  ih^y  that  are  rewarded  according  to  the 
law  Ire  heirs  of  all  thefe  bleffings.  by  virtue  of  their 
obedience  to  it,  whether  it  be  conudered  as  the  law  of 
nature,  or  as  the  revealed  law  given  by  Mofes ;  then  the 
doclrinc  of  j  unification  alone  through  faith,  to  intitte 
them  to  thefe  blcfiings,  is  fet  afide,  difannulled,  or 
comes  to  nothing;  and  the  free  promjfr,  relating  to 
them,  is  of  no  manner  of  ufe,  and  has  no  efieft  at  all. 

1 5  Becaufr,  confidering  the  degenerate  (late  of  man¬ 
kind  as  it  has  been  deferibed  at  large  in  tbc  foregoing 
difcouife,  {chap.  i.  ii.  Hi.)  the  moral  law,  even,  as  dif- 
cemible  by  the  tight  of  nature  *,  and  much  more  as  re¬ 
vealed  by  Mofes,  pronounces  a  fentence,  and  expofes  to 
an  execution  of  wrath  upon  all  that  are-under  it,  as  a 
covenant  of  works;  yea,  by  its  drift  injunctions  prohi¬ 
bitions,  and  threatnmgs,  it  irritates  their  natural  cor¬ 
ruptions  to  do  fuch  things  in  oppoGtioo  to  it,  as  deferve 
wrath,  {chap,  vii.  8.)  and  thereupon  raifes  terrible  ex- 
prftaiions  of  it,  as  it  (hews  them  that  they  are  Gnners, 
(chap.  iii.  20.)  :  For  where  there  is  no  law,  neither  by 
internal  lighf,  nor  external  revelation;  to  bind  the  con- 
fcience,.  there  can  be  no  fin,  the  very  motion  of  which 
if,  that :/  it  a  tranfgrejfion  the  iaw,  (1  J&hn  iii.  4.) 
And  where  there  is  no  -fiinftion  to  enforce  it,  there  can 
be  no  entail  cf  wrath,  or  ground  of  fearful  ex 


pcftation9 

of 


MO 

*  1  have  tht  law  In  the  fore* 

verfrs,  a*  including  the  law  of  nature ; 

KctiLifc  in  this  verfo.  which  Rand;  in  elofc 
■  ™ 

tooncftfoii  with  them,  I  ran  not  think  that 
t-e  Is  to  nc  iOifru'd  m  ibe  law  merely  as 

given  hv  though  that  n;±y  be  pfinci* 

pally  vueirdcd 1  I\>r  that  law  wm  not  known 
lo  tbc  Gent  Us ;  and  y*r  they  certainly  were 
I:  title:  r  a  hir,  by  which  I  hey  knew  the  judge* 
■minttf  GoJ*.  t bn:  tier  were  ? twtiy  cf  death- / 
tint!  they  wt-re  a  hut  ft  lhentfih'CSt  a*  baixig 
The  w  i  th?  bu\  -u'tvten  iii  (h^r  hearts* 
(cha^i  i.  int!  it*  14,  if.)  Ifoncc  they 
vrre  traTiigiriTVs,  as  they  violated  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  natural  confeienrr*  anil  were  liable  ro 
jm>i!(h:ncm  cn  that  eccctir.i,  (chap  it.  ta.- 

Arcnrrfin^ly  the  tvorJ  ItV*  is  put 

without  the  ferine  In  thia  and  the  vvn  pr'ee- 

vrrfos ;  hut  the  Jirricfo  h  prefi^d  in  the 
fallowing  which  uudjtibttdly  fjxika. 


T  E- 

of  the  law  of  Mtfe ;  and  fb  we  art  the  more 
ftrongij  led  to  tfii*  general  fcaft  of  the  vunl 
Iruf  here,  if  there  is  any  font  in  Mr  Lack?* 
observation  on  chap*  Ku  ip.  that  the  *ord 
/ra  >  Ttfria&J  the  article,  tignlftesliv  i«  je*v 
»/t  and  Hath  the  article,  the  law  af  Mtpst 
or  at  mod  the  whole  of  the  Old  TcfUnient  ; 
though  he  haa  not  kept  to  hi?  own  djftine- 
tion  in  jpvmjpj  rhe  tmCc  of  thde  rerfe;.  (See 
ray  note  on  chap,  iii*  tp.)  whether  ihat 
dilljnAian  may  alwaya  be  idjul  upon,  nr 
not ;  the  nature  of  the  apoftic’t  difcourfo  in 
(hU  place  foe  ova  to  require  a  umOni^ion,  an* 

fwcrahle  to  it,  as  viihtff  the  artidc^  vsr*  t 
14,  ij*  and  it,  rcr.  id*  And  it  is  paft 
difpu*e  with  ttjCy  that  the  mere!  lrutJ  in  what* 
ever  way  it  is  fnppofcd  to  he  made  known* 
ii  here  principally  intended ;  berate  this 
cmir.entEy  the  Uwj  of  wh;di  Tin  h  tbc'trapu 

j 


air. 
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r<T  Therefore  it 
ii  of  t'nirti,  that  it 
by  grace; 

to  tlic  cntl  the 
promise  might  be 
fore  to  til  the 
M,  not  to  that 
only  which  rs  of 
the  law,  hut  to 
(hit  alJo  which  ic 
oF  the  faith  of 
Abraham,  who  is 
the  fufacr  of  us 

A 


1}  (As  it  is 
written,  I  hnve 
mide  thee  a 
h'Mer  cf  maoy 
rwfoiis,)  before 
him  whom  he 
heLcvedf  £  wx&od 

TVilO 


of  it;  But  this  fuppofes,  on  the  contrary*  that  where 
there  is  a  Jaw*  with  a  fan £t ion*  every  one  who  brrais 
it  i&  a  (inner  j  and*  as  fuch,  is  obnoxious  to  ptmifhment. 

16  Since  therefore  it  is  impo  dibit1*  that  any  of  us 
Oiould  be  in  titled  to  fpirirual  and  eternal  bl effing  by 
our  own  obedience  to  the  moral  **  any  more  than  to  the 
ceremonial  law*  God  has  wifely  and  mercifully  ordered* 
that  they  fhould  be  befttfwed  gratis  upon  the  heirs  of 
fa  1  vat  ton,  [ver*  14*)  merely  thiough  faith,  that  it  might 
be  entirely  the  gift  of  his  own  free  favour*  and  all  the 
glory  of  it  might  be  ascribed  to  pure*  unmixed* 
and  unmerited  grace/  And  it  is  thus  ordered*  to 
this  very  end,  that  the  free  promife  might  be  abfoltito 
ly  certain*  and  infallibly  accomplifhed,  to  all  the  truly 
believing  feed  of  Abraham^  without  danger  of  its  being 
defeated  by  their  own  un  wort  hi  cicfs  and  defects,  as  the 
promife  of  tbe  fir  ft  covenant  was,  by  the  difobedience 
of  the  common  bead  ami  parent  of  mankind;  and  as  any 
other  promife  would  undoubtedly  be,  through  the  prt- 
fent  weaknefs,  ficklenefs,  and  depravity  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  were  it  to  depend  on  our  own  obedience,  as  tbe 
proper  condition  of  it;  but  as  faith  lives  upon,  receives 
all  from*  ajid  aferibes  all  to,  the  free  and  fovtreign 
grace  of  God ;  fo  grace  takes  its  motives  from  itfolf, 
and  not  from  any  thing  in  its  objects,  to  fccure  its  own 
defign*  and  carry  it  through  ail  oppofition,  d:fRculty, 
and  danger*  that  it  may  be  trffr&ual  to  every  true  be¬ 
liever*  not  only  to  thofc  that  lived  under  the  law  of 
Mo/is ;  (™  w^tv)  but  likewife  to  thafe*  that,  though  they 
were  not  under  that  law,  arc  heirs  of  Abraham**  faith* 
who  is  the  fpiritual  father  of  every  one  of  us  that  be* 
lie  Ye*  whether  we  be  Jews  or  G  entiles* 

ty  This  was  intimated  in  what  U  recorded,  (Gin. 
xvii.  j*)  concerning  God’s  changing  his  name  from  A - 
bram  to  Abraham  ; becaufe  (fa id  1  e)  I  have  ordained* 
COiriUtuted,  and  will  actually  make  thee  a  father  of  many 
nations  :  This  included  his  being  fo,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe* 
to  believing  Gentiles *  as  well  as  Jrwiy  in  the  account 
of  that  God  in  whom  he  believed*  according  to  the 
promife,  that  in  Arm*  meaning  in  his  feeJf  ail  tbe  fa¬ 
milies  of  the  earth  Jbouldbe  biejfedy  (Gen.  xii*  3.  compa¬ 
red  with  chap .  xxviii*  1 4*) *  he,l  fay*  believed  in  that  God* 

even 


NOTE* 

*  As  the  forcing  verfts  fhew  that  the  tave  am!  ftbcrlitnec,  then  the  more  faith  we 
ipoftle  feu  a  fide  the  works  of  the  moral  bw  have,  the  tci*  wnnld  our  joitificaitta  be  of 
from  huvirg  any  coitctrn  in  our  juftifkatimi^  ;  hrcjuilc  there  wouU  then  be  projkor* 

lohe  herr  rlotli  nut  juf-  ih:n>h|y  the  move  work*,  for  iho  Cite  of 

fify  on  iu  nun  account;  for  if  juRi^ation  which  wt  arc  juftifted* 
wre  by  faith*  at  0  v}jrtt  Or  w  a  principle  vf 
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VT'tO  (J^Efken^th 
the  ^cidj  zur\ 
tall-Lli  liiuil* 
that  be 
™*t  4i  thofinh 
thty  vo it:; 


iS  \Hv>a^Tmfl 
hojjc  lintt  cl  in 
lint  Hr 
migh»  -lecrtmctiic 
/jfhrr  of  many 
ratio rifi ;  accord¬ 
ing  uy  that  width 
Mas  fpokcnv  So 
fhal\  thy  feed  be* 


A'irt*  hcinp 
iwv  welkin  fjiih, 
Jrc  n.>t 

h:S  OVVAbCM.lv  m'W 

M 

rtcai^  when  he 
was  aboil  r.  an  him- 
dx*vl  years  old, 

jiitith.-i’  yet  flic 
rirodncfc  of  Si* 

raffs  womb* 


SO  H* 

fd  to; at  ihi.  pro* 

Qlif: 


even  the  great  Jehovah*  who  quickens  the  dead  in  tref* 
pa.lTVs  and  fins,  and  will  raife  the  dead  bodies  of  belie¬ 
vers  to  an  immortal  life*  according  to  the  working  of 
his  mighty  power*  whereby  he  was  able  to  givelife  to 
Gentile  tinners,  and  to  invigorate  the  bodies  of  Abraham 
and  Sarahs  when  they  were  in  a  manner  dead*  as  to  the 
purpofe  of  having  children*  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of 
nature*  (ver*.  19.)  and  who  foeaks  of  things  that  at 
preiein  have  no  evidence*  and*  by  natural  caufef  and 
appearances*  are  never  likely  to  be  at  all*  as  though  they 
e (ready  actually  were;  as  he  did*  when  he  promifed* 
that  a  Ton  Ihonld  be  born  of  thofe  aged  perfons;  and 
that  a  fpirimal  feed  fhould*  in  due  feafon*  be  raifed  to 
Abraham*  from  among  the  idolatrous  heathens*  who 
were  looked  upon  with  contempt*  as  things  that  were 
vet*  (1  C?r.  i.  28*)  and  who*  at  that  time*  were  not  the 
people  Lt  God, 

18  Abraham*  rot with  dan  ding  all  the  difficulties*  dif- 
couragrrments*  and  high  improbabilities,  that  lay  in  the 
nature  of  things*  to  cut  off  his  hope*  believed*  with  a 
firm  dependence  on  the  infinite  wifdom*  power*  faith- 
fu  kiefs*  and  grace  of  God*  that  he  would  certainly 
nnke  him  the  fpiritual  father  of  many  nations,  inclufive 
of  i  he  Gentiles*  according  to  his  word,  wherein  he  laid 
to  him,  {Gen*  xv.  5*)  Look  towards  heaven*  and  tell  the 
fiars *  if  thouart  able  to  number  thcm\  Jo Jbatl  thy  feed  be , 

19  And  as  all  this  fuppofed  that  he  himfeif  fhould 
have  a  fori  by  his  wife  Sarah ,  from  whom  a  numerous 
polUrity  fhould  ddeend,  ^nd  from  whom  the  Mefijah* 
in  who?n  all  nations  were  to  be  bid  led  *  fbould  at  length 
a*  ife;and  as  God  afterwards  exprefely  promifed  this  Soq* 
by  the  name  of  Ifaac ,  with  whom  he  would  dtablilh  his 
covenant,  for  an  everhfting  covenant,  and  with  his  feed 
after  him*  {Gen.  xfiu  19,)  fo  Abraham's  faith*  being 
not  weik  and  wavering*  but  raifed  to  a  high  pitch  of 
ftcdfdtnefe  and  a  flu  ranee  on  thefe  folid  grounds,  he  was 
not  diicoiuaged  by  a  conGderaucm  of  the  declining  ftate 
of  bis  own  body,  which  had  lofl  its  natural  vigor*  he 
being  at  this  time  within  one*  at  leaft,  of  an  hundred 


yeais  old ;  nor  was  he  moved  to  the  lead  diffidence  by 
a  ccrrfderation  of  the  hopelefs  condition  of  Sarah ,  his 
wife*  who  had  never  been  with  child*  and*  being  nine¬ 
ty  years  o!d,  {Gen.  xyu,  J7,)  was  paft  her  teeming  age. 
{Gen.  xviii.  1 1.}  \ 


20  Though  thefe  circumfhmces  were  a  ftrong  bar  to 
all  natural  expectation  of  his  having  a  fon  by  her ;  yet, 
as  God  had^proroifed  it,  he  did  not  at  all  tjtieflion*  or 
hciitatc  about,  or  difpute  in  his  own  mind  a- 

g.dnlfc 
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oHcof  Gad  tlifb’ 
bat  iirtf 

Jlrci:g  iu  faith 
F'*jg  glory  tv 

Cod: 


it  And  being 

fiiUy  porfijaiW, 
out  wltai  he  had 
prpttrfcl  he  was 
ji:5  able  to  per- 


i\  And  there* 
fort:  it  wdi  ini- 
puutl  to  bin  lor 
righttouiheft* 


13  Now  if  was 
not  uiutCQ  for 
hit  fake  alone, 
that  it  was  imput¬ 
ed  to  him, 


14  But  for  ut 

ilfa,  to  wInipi  it 
fhim  be  imputed, 
ir  Me  WL-ye  on 

him 


gainft  it,  through  the  power  of  unbelief,  which  is  apt 
to  r-iife  objections,  and  to  heighten  improbabilities  in-, 
to  abfolute  iropoffibilities  :  But  upon  God's  making  this 
promife,  in  the  mod  peremptory  and  explicit  manner 
to  him*  he  fell  on  his  face  with  adoring  reverence*  and 
laughed,  not  with  diffidence  and  contempt,  as  Sarah 
did,  for  which  Ihe  was  reproved*  {Gen.  xviih  to, — 15*)? 
but  in  an  ecftacy  of  joy  y  and  faid  in  his  hearty  with  be¬ 
lieving  wonder,  Shall  a  child  be  born  to  him  that  is  an 
hundred  years  old  *  and  fball  Sarah*  that  is  ninety  years 
old,  bear  ?  (Gen.  acvih  17.)  his  faith  furmoumed  all 
difficulties  anting  from  natural  caufes,  and  was  un- 
fhaken  in  its  reliance  on  the  promife  of  God  ;  thereby 
afciibitig  all  glory  to  him, as  infinitely  gracious  in  ma¬ 
king  it,  and  faithful  in  performing  it; 

71  He  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  was  entirely  fatisfied 
in  his  own  mind,  yea,  abundantly  allured  with  the  ut- 
mod  confidence,  that  ihe  Lord,  who  had 

made  himfelf  known  to  him,  and  introduced  this  pro* 
mife  with  a  declaration  of  his  being  the  JImighty  God \ 
(Gen.  ivii  1.)  was  every  way  able  to  lurmoum  all  pof* 
fible  obftru£tions  in  bringing  to  pafs  what  he  had  pro¬ 
mised  him,  that  the  Saviour  might  in  due  feafun  pro¬ 
ceed  from  his  loins. 

22  And  therefore  his  faith  going  cut  in  this  manner 
unto,  and  terminating,  or  retting  upon  the  MeOtah,  its, 

great  ohjr£t,  as  fet  forth  In  the  promife,  in  which  he 
fawChrifl's  day,  and  was  glad*  (John  via*  96.)  God 
giacioufly  placed  what  he  believed  in  to  his  account, 
that  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  promifed  feed  might  he  his 
own,  for  all  the  intents  and  purpofes  of  God's  accepting 
him,  as  righteous  in  his  fight*  and  dealing  with  him 
according  to  its  worth  and  merit. 

23  Now  this,  which  is  recorded  as  fo  early  fpoken 
of  rfbraham,  even  under  that  obfeure  difpenfation,  in 
which  he  lived,  was  written,  and  is  tranfmitted  to  us, 
not  merely  to  fet  out  the  honour  th;u  was  put  upon  him, 
and  to  let  us  know,  in  an  hiftorical  manner,  that  he 
was  jiaftificd,  or  accepted  of  God,  by  the  imputation  of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  faith*  (vet*  11.) 

24  But  God  bad  a  much  higher  and  more  beneficial 
defigo  herein  ;  It  was  principally  written  for  our  learn¬ 
ing,  enco  mage  men  r,  and  comfort*  and  as  an  example 
to  us,  to  whom  the  fame  righteoufnefs  of  faith  Ihatl  \>£ 
imputed  for  j unification  *,  as  it  was  to  him,  whether 

we 


NOT  K. 


%  This  application  or  improvement  of  Ml 
tin  had  been  ikij  about  Abtatssfs 


ibii,  tn?kc5  it  evulent  tom*,  that  Im  fjltli 
for  ibis  piirpojV*  not  duly  rtflui  uu  t^v  pi 

of 


+ 
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Ch.  It* 


litm  that  ratted  up 
Jdus  oar  Lord 
from  tbt  dad, 


2  f  Who  vat 
delivered  for  our 
offence*,  ar,d  was 
raifed  snin  for 
fur  juft  ifiut  ion- 


i 


v€  be  Jews  or  Gattilcs$  if*  as  hi*  faith  in  the  promife 
of  a  feed,  in  whom  all  nations  (ho uld  be  bleffedt  relied 
on  the  power  of  God,  who  quickens  the  dead,  for  a  per~ 
formaoce  of  it,  {twr.  17.} ;  fo  we  likewife  believe  with 
ail  otir  hearts  in  the  fame  God,  as  he  has  now  afltnily 
raifed  our  only  Lord  and  tSavionr  from  the  dead,  that 
we  might  be  cffe&ualiy  Meffcd  with  all  fpiritual  bid- 
lings  in  him. 

2  5  Who,  that  he  might  bring  in  an  ever  lofting  righ~ 
Uwfnefs,  {Dan,  ii*  24.)  and  fo  might  be  a  proper,  fuit- 
able  objc£t  of  our  fail h,  as  we  are  guilty  and  obnoxious 
GnncrSt  was  in  a  judicial  way  and  manner  delivered  up, 
according  to  the  determinate  counfei,  and  foreknowledge 
cf  God ,  (rf£h  n.  23,)  to  the  fhamefui  andaceurfed  death 
of  the  crofs*  as  our  furrty,  to  fufFr r  in  our  room  and 
Head*  for  our  provoking  fault?*  as  the  procuring caufe 
of  his  death,  and  to  m  <ke  atonement  for  them,  as  the 
final  taufe  of  his  dying;  and  who*  in  teflimony  ofGo4*s 
haring  accepted  his  facrifice,  as  a  complete  fatisfafliort 
to  his  law  and  juft  ice,  was  raifed  again  from  the  dead* 
and  fo  acquitted  and  justified,  as  our  public  bead  and 
representative*  to  the  end  that  we  might  be  perfonally 
difeharged  from  guilt  and  condemnation*  and  accepted 

to  eternal  life,  by  the  imputation  of  his  righteoufuefs  to 
us,  in  a  way  of  believing  *.  .  > 


NOTES, 


of  Cod  for  pfrfonmDg  his  promifc,  but  like- 
wile  looked  forward  t*  the  promifed  MeHiith, 
and  to  what  was  to  be  done  by  him,  for  the 
julMcation  both  of  Abraham  him  fell,  and 
of  all  that  fhcidd  believe  in  Chrift;  other- 
wife  !  cannot  fee  how  this  could  bran  in- 
fiance  and  (ample  of  God’s  way  of  juftifylng 
ihofe  that  fhould  believe  under  the  gotpd 
flate;  ot  Ik>w  there  could  be  an  analogy  t»-- 
tween  Abraham**  faith  and  theirs,  with  re* 
lalion  to  that  grand  point,  which  is  numfdtly 
fupptded  in  the  apdjic'f  method  of  rcafiuiing 
about  it :  For  I  prelum  e  that  none,  even  of 
theft  that  make  the  #8  of  faith  kftif  our  juf- 
tifying  rijrhtcoQihdV,  will  fay,  that  twrely 
believing  m  the  pouter  of  Gcd  tor  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  his  promifes,  without  a  refpeft  had 
therein  to  Chrifl^  and  to  what  He  has  done  and 
(irlftrvd,  is  imputed  to  any  of  tu,  under  the 
goJpei-ltatc  for  ju  ftiftcation;  and  yettheajwAlc 
tell*  us,  in  this  and  the  preceding  and  fol¬ 
lowing  verfts,  that  what  had  been  (aid  about 
Al*~ ah *t i faith  being  imputed  to  him  fur 
figbter»ufndsf  w*-ss  not  wtiffeo  for  Ih fiki  zlsnt% 
but  fir  nr  a!fir  to  vtbm  i:  fiali  be  imputed*  if 
w  htheve  ovhim  that  red  fed  tip  Jefis  from  lh$ 
deed ;  -who  tdai  delivered  fir  our  of e hits,  &rtd 
r&fid  ogd a  fir  our  jttRtfi'&iwu.  Th*s 
pbaJy  ftts  forth  Chrift  m  hii  death  and  ro- 
fumflion,  as  our  object  of  juftifymg  fetch  : 
Euc  how  can  this  be  [he  fame  Jprt  of  faith* 


with  Abraham's,  unlcft  hit  alfb  bad  a  refprft 
to  CHrift*  and  <o  what  Otould  be  done  by  him, 
according  to  the  notices  he  then  had  of  these 
things  ?  And  we  may  well  fuppnft,  th.j  1^ 
was  Ted  to  fame  notion  *  of  them  by  the  fmt 
promiJc  of  ihc  feed  of  the  woman  to  brui ft 
the  fetpent’s  head,  and  by  rlif  AibHitutian  of 
fieri fioes  In  ihe  room  aod  flood  of  otlcndcrs* 
which  he  could  not  be  wholly  a  ft  ranger  to, 
and  to  which  he  was  rtill  further  led  after, 
wards  by  (but  fine pri ling  dlfpenfatwa  which 
called  h;n>  to  offer  up  his  only  begotten  (bn 
tfdoe,  but  provided  the  ram  in  the  thicket  to 
be  ftcnficcd  in  hi*  ftcad  ■  on  which  ocftdbn 
God  declared,  ^  hat  in  his  feed  oil  the  nonius  if 
the  earth  fioald  he  blifftf,  (Gcp*  xxii  i, — *$■) 
And*  perhaps,  he  hid  all  along  fame  moie 
explicit  and  clearer  revets*  ions  of  thefe  things, 
than  arc  recorded  in  the  Ihon  liiftnry  we  Have 

of  him*  See  alia  the  notes  on  vet*  3*  and 

chap*  i*  ttf* 

*  The  beginning  of  the  neat  chapter  (hews 
that  the  apeftte  had  a  regard  to  this  wmv  of 
believing,  as  that,  in  which  wc  art* 
partaken  of  the  in*  widely  Chr^l 

U'jir  rsfrd  from  the  dead :  For  there,  in  con¬ 
ned  ion  with,  and  by  way  of  inference  fruoi 
what  is  Here  laid,  he  adds,  Th refir t 
frjtsfrd  by  frith,  w  have  ptoet  ?rhh 
tkrtvgh  par  Lord  Jefis  Qtrip^  (tlrnp*  w  1*  Oc  ) 

iU  C  O  L* 
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■ 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

What  can  vc  expe$.from  the  law  hut  wrath  in  every  reflection  of  our  guilty 
minds,  as  tFinfgTetfbrB  of  it  J  But  what  a  fate  and  glorious  way  doth  .the  gofpei 
open  for  jhjfttficatiou,  through  the  righteou  facts  ct  ChrHt,  received  by  faith  ! 
T7jis  is  the  only  ritfhteoufnefs  by  the  imputation  of  which  any  firmer  can  .be  ac- 
ct^rtcd  of  God  to  eternal  life  ;  This  alone  can  fecure  the  glory  pf  his  grace,  and 
nrke  fore  the  heavenly  inheritance  to  all  the  fpirftu&l  feed  of  Abraham*  Tbia 
leaves  no  room  for  damitng  it  as  a  debt,  on  account  of  any  thing  we  can  do;  or 
for  the  Icaft  pretence  of  merit  in  ourfelves,  or  of  glorying  before  God,  whatever 
tuir  external  privileges  or  fpcdo.ua  appearances  before  men  may  be :  But  it  leads 
us  to  expert  aU  falvition  merely  as  the  free  gill  of  God,  through  Jcfus  Cbrift, 
and  to  Afcribe  the  honour  of  it  entirely  to  him  who  juftifies  them  that  have  bee* 
the  moft  ungodly.  With  what  humble  confidence  may  believers  rely  on  the 
rishteoirfnefs  of  thrift  for  the  wmiffion  of  fins,  and  juft » Scat too  of  life  ;  fmee  he 
was  delivered  up  to  death  for  their  offences,  that  he  might  mahe  a  complete  a* 
toiH-menl  for  them,  and  was  ra  i  feel  again  for  their  jufti  heat  ion,  through  faith  in 
him  !  How  well  adj  lifted  to  the  tinners  wants,  as  well  as  to  the  glory  of  Cod,  is 
this  method  of  folvation ;  and  what  a  folid  foundation  is  here  for  the  moft  un* 
Itukvii  filth,  againft  all  the  remoo  ft  ranee*  of  ftelh  aud  fenfr,  and  again  ft  all  the 
iMruflions,  improbabilities,  and  di  (courage  men  ts  in  ourfclvcs,  that  lye  in  its 
way !  We  may  fully  depend  upon  the  faithful  promife  of  the  Almighty  God,  who 
U  ah*?  to  perforin  it,  and  who  even  quickens  the-  dead,  and  calls  thofe  things 
which  be  not,  as  though  they  were :  We  need  not  flagger  at  the  promife  of  God 
through  unbelief ;  but  may  believe  m  hope  ag.mift  hope,  and  the  more  we  do  £b, 
the  greater  glory  wc  gU-e  to  GihI-f—  t>  the  blelfcdnefe  of  pardoned  fouls  *  Alt 
Ihvir  fins  are  freely  and  fully  forgiven  and  covered,  and  nunc  of  them  are  charged 
to  th  ir  condemnation ;  hut  the  Redeemer's  righuoufaefs  is  imputed  to  them  for 
jiiilifiaiiion,  without  any  coniideration  of  their  own  werhs,  as  contributing  to¬ 
wards  ir.  And  how  wonderful  is  the  grace  that  extends  all  theft  fpiritiial  and 
eternal  blotting*  to  believing  Gentiles*  a*  well  as  Jews !  Righteoufncfs  is  as  much 
imputed  to  them  as  to  Abraham  hunfelf ;  and  God  has  given  them  the  or¬ 
dinance  of  baptifm,  inftead  of  dreu*untiou,  as  a  figoifiejnt  ftgn,  and 
confirm  mg  feal  of  hiv  covenant  witli'rhcm- and  tbeir  feed.  But  let  us  ever  re* 
member*  that  Abraham's  hlefling  can  be  no  more  fectircd  to  any  of  us  or  ours 
by  liaptifm,  than  it  was  t-o  his  natural  feed  by  circumrilion,  It  comes  upon  us 
23  it  did  upon  him  and  them,  only  through  faith  in  our  Lord  Jefiis  Chrift,  And 
how  tbankfol  ihould  we  be  for  the  holy  oracles,  fince  all  that  they  record  of  A- 
bra  ham  t  as  weli  as  of  others,  is  for  our  fikes,  that  we,  through  patience  and 
comfort  of  the  feriptures ,  might  have  hope  1  As  be  vm  made  the  father  of  many 
nations :  fo  righteoufnefe  (hall  as  certainly  he  imputed  to  every  one  of  us  who  he* 
lit  vc,  as  it  was  to  him,  that  wc,  as  his  fpi  ritual  feed,  may  inherit  the  bkfting 
with  him. 


TS^T 


CHAP, 


The  apoflh  having  proved  ct  large  from  the  Jr  ate  of  things  before,  and 
under  the  law*  (chap.ii.  and  in,)  and  even  before  God  made  his  cu- 
venant  with  Abraham,  [chap*  iv*)  that  the  jujliftcatum  tf  the  Jews 
and  Gentiles  if  merely  by  gracet  through  faith  in  Ctrijt^  proceeds  to 
Jet  jorih  its  hapjty  fruits  and  effects  in  both*  i, — l  J*  And  then  ear* 
rics  his  argument,  back  as  far  as  the  fail  oj  Adam  iff  elf  •which  in¬ 
volved  all  mankind  in  Jin  and  death*  and  rendered  every  one  alike  in- 
capable  of  being  juftified  hi  any  other  way,  than  through  Jefus  Cbnjl% 
17, — 14,  And  thereupon  r&ns  the  parallel  hetvjccn  the  frfl  and  the 
jeemd  covenant* beef  butjhrwi  that  the  grace  cf  (J?dt  through  the 

Kighfrcrf* 
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rightcottfnefi  of  Chrifl ■  it  mare  efficacious  to  bring  jujiifficittion  and 
fnJvation  to  ail  bis  fpiritual  feedt  than  Adaro'j  Jin  had  been  to  entail 
final  condemnation  and  mifery  upon  all  hit  natural feedt  i  j, — 11. 


Text. 

•"pHcrcfonr ,  be- 

■*"  i«g  juftifkd 

by  fdth,  we  have 
puce  with  God  i 
through  our  Lord 
Jcfui  Chriil* 


*  By  whom  al¬ 
io  we  h  i vc  n:ctCi 
by  faith  inio  ihit 
grace  wherein  we 
fraud,  and  rejoice 
in  hope  of  the 


j  And  not  on¬ 
ly/*,  but  ^lo¬ 
ry  in  tribulations 
alfo  ,  knowing 

that 


Paraphrase* 

WHETHER  tberefoie  we  he  Jr&r  or  Gentiles^ 

yet  being  in  the  manner  before  deferibed,  { cb&p - 
iii.  and  iv.)  brought  into  a  (late  of  ju ft i location ,  not 
for,  but  by  means  of  faith  in  Chrift,  the  dreadful  breach 
is  made  up,  which  (in  had  opened  between  God  and 
us ;  we  are  received  into  favour,  and  brought  into  a 
ftate  of  friend  Gup  with  him,  like  Abraham  himfeli; 
and  have  a  peaceful  ferenity  of  foul  toward  God,  (*f°* 
toy  Bin  }  through  the  atoning  death  and  fufferings  which 
have  been  followed  with  the  moft  (ignal  and  open  dis¬ 
charge  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  as  our  public  bead 
and  Surety ,  in  whom  we  have  a  peculiar  in  i  ere  ft,  chat 
all  the  virtue  of  his  death  and  refur reflion,  [chap,  iv. 
25-}  may  extend  to  us, 

2  By  and  through  whom,  as  our  only  mediator  and 
peace' maker,  alt  of  us,  who  believe,  have  alfo  had, 
under  the  coadu£t  of  the  fjpirit,  a*  free  introduction, 

an(j  ad  million  hy  faith  into  this  ex* 
cellem  (late  of  grace  and  of  full  acceptance  with  God, 
in  which  we  ftand  on  a  fure  foundation,  as  acquitted 
perfons,  with  honour  and  fafety,  with  humble  confi¬ 
dence,  holy  fortirude  and  everlafting  continuance:  And, 
under  a  fenfe  of  this  our  happinefs  and  fecurity  in  Chrift, 
we  have  matter  of  glorifying,  incompatibly  better  than 
that  of  Jtviijb  boaftiugs  in  circumtifion  and  the  law  % 
and  do  exceedingly  rejoice  and  triumph,  h  an.  allured 
hope  of  enjoying  that  bleftednefs  and  glory  which 
God  himfelf  is  poflefled  of,  has  provided,  and  will  bring 
11s  to,  and  in  which  be  is  exahed  in  the  brighteft  dis¬ 
plays  of  his  own  adorable  perfections,  counfels,  and  o* 
perations,  and  will  put  an  inconceivable  glory  upon  us- 
3  And  we  not  only  rejoice  with  exceeding  joy,  in 
view  and  profpe&  of  the  immortal  honours  that  we 
(hail  be  hereafter  advanced  unto;  bur  we  at  prefect 
triumph,  even  a  mid  ft  all  the  atHi&ions  of  every  kind, 
and  all  the  perfections  ami  reproaches  for  the  fake  of 
Chrift,  that  can  befal  us  in  this  life ;  and  we  count  them 


,  NO 

*  Wc  rtjotcc  is  the  Gmc  j 

that  is  rendered »  vcr.  j.  w  *Tjf  amt  ver, 
it.  Tiff  and  it  is  the  fame  mord  that 
wi$  nfeti  to  exprefi  the  Jtivf  byafizti^  or 
gbr/inj  in  circa  mrfwn  and  lit  tht  /tfifl*  chap, 
it#  *3*  and  iih  17.  and  iv.  and  ft)  it  U 
kere  in  oppofition  to  all  that  fort  of 


our 

T  E* 

gbrvlng>  to  (hew  that  the  only  true  Erv.inrt 

Ol  £W>ntG£  i>est  not  in  c eternal  piivilo^Li 
and  legal  per formaticis,  but  m  the  ^r 
of  the  gufpd,  vhidi  the  frace  of  Cad  bas 
brought  in,  through  Terns  Chi'iil,  to  i>iry 
one  that  ttlboj  whether  he  be  Jew  or 
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ihfit  tribulation 

verUih  patience; 


4  And  pa* 
tieiict^spcricncc; 
Mil  CK]KrlcE)C4  t 
ht>F*S 


5  And  hope 

tniktth  not  a* 
famed;  beta  life 
the  lore  of  Gtd 
it  flwrf  abroad  in 
our  hearts,  by 
ih?  Holy  Chort 
uKicK  is  given 
UK* 


our  glory,  as  being  well  farisfied  from  tbe  word  of  God* 
the  reftimony  of  his  Spirit,  and  our  own  obfervarion* 
that  thefe  pr effing  trials  of  our  faith*  how  difagrteable 
foe vc r  they  be  to  fleffi  and  fenfe,  and  how  apt  foever  in 
their  own  nature  to  raife  mur  mu  rings  and  impatience 
in  carnal  hearts*  arc  wifely  ordered*  over-ruled,  and 
blefied  of  God*  to  beget*  improve*  and  confirm  a  calm 
fubmiflion  to  his  will*  a  humble  filenct  in  bearing 
whatever  he  fees  fit  to  lay  upon  us,  and  a  pofTriEon  of 
our  own  fouls  in  peace,  without  fretting  or  repining  at 
his  hand*  or  angry  refentments  agrinft  the  instruments 
of  our  troubles. 

4  And  we  find  that  patience,  having  its  perfect 
work,  operates  unto,  and  brings  in,  a  rich  treafure  of 
experimental  acquaintance  with  the  truth  of  our  frith* 
and  the  uprightnefs  of  our  own  hearts,  under  ail  oar 
trials;  with  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  this  world; 
with  the  fuperior  excellency  of  heavenly  things;  with 
God’s  wifdom,  power,  frithfulnefs,  and  care  over  us; 
and  with  the  feafonable  atUilances  of  his  grace  to  fane- 
tify  all  difpenfattons  to  us,  to  Cup  port  and  comfort  us 
under  them,  to  carry  u$  through  them,  and  to  make 
them  all  work  together  for  our  good ;  that  we  may  be 
approved  of  God,  weaned  from  this  world,  and  rrifed 
in  our  affections  to  things  above,  and  may  be  made 
meet  for  the  inheritance  ot  the  faints  in  light,  and  Con¬ 
ducted  fafe,  through  many  tribulations,  ro  his  heaven¬ 
ly  kingdom:  And  all  this  happy  experience  (till  more 
and  more  encourages  and  confirms  us  in  that  hope  of 
the  glory  of  God,  in  which,  as  I  faid  before,  (wr.  z+) 
wc  greatly  rtjoice  and  triumph. 

5  And  we  are  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  this  fort  of 

hope  is  well  grounded;  that  it  may  be  cheat futJv  ac¬ 
quitted  in,  and  boldly  avowed,  without  fear  or  fbame* 
how  much  foever  we  may  fuffer  from  men  for  it;  and 
that  it  will  neither  now,  nor  ever  hereafter,  turn  to 
ourconfufion  by  its  being  disappointed ;  becaufc  u  refts, 
not  upon  any  merit  in  ourfeives,  but  upon  the  free  fa¬ 
vour  of  God  rowards  us,  which,  in  its  gracious  and  ef¬ 
fectual  operations,  ]$  pftlired  forTh  into,  and 

abundantly  fills  our  fouls  With  its  lovely  oianiftftations 
and  diftinguiflimg  fruits;  and  fo  enflames  them  with 
love  to  him  again,  by  the  fpecinl  influence  and  agency 
of  the  Holy  Spirit*  whom  God  of  his  own  good  plea- 
fure  has  given  to  dwril  m  our  hearts,  as  a  counfeilor* 
comforter  and  fandtifier,  and  who,  as  fuch,  bears  wit- 
nefs  with  our  fpirits,  that,  notvrkhftacding  all  our  own 

unwojv 
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unworthiiufij  and  provocations}  and  all  the  troubles  wc 
endurej  God  himfelf  loves  us. 


*  For,  »hen  5  For,  to  expatiate  a  little  upon  this  delightful  theme, 

though,  as  has  been  (he  urn  at  large,  with  reference  firft 
in  itee  time  to  the  GentiUt,  {chap.  i.  t8, — 31.)  and  then  to  the  Jex i/r. 


Chrifl  die.) 
the  ungodly « 


for  {(hap.  ii.  and  iii.  t , — ly.)  we  were  all  funk  into  the 
deeped  ahyfs  of  £n,  as  well  as  miferyt  Yet  even  whiie 
we -were  in  this  deplorable  condition,  thro’  the  fall  *, 


utterly  infofficieht  to  help  or  recover  curfelves,  and  un¬ 
able  to  refid  or  appeafe  God’s  wrath,  which  we  lay  ex¬ 
po  fed  to,  or  to  do  any  thing  acceptable  to  him  ;  Yen, 
while  we  were  not  only  impotent,  but  impious  and  pro¬ 
fane,  in  our  unmindfulncfs  and  contempt  of  Gud  and 


religion,  and  of  his  government  and  glory ;  even  then 
Chrid,  in  the  fulneis  of  time,  according  to  God’s  eter¬ 
nal  appointment,  and  frequent  predictions,  types,  and 
promifes  ;  and  at  the  mod  feafon?.ble  time,  which  the 
Divine  Wifdom  had  fixed  upon,  when  things  were  enme 


J 

J  - 


T  For  fcrttly 
Tor  &  rijrhLcoufi 

man  '  will  one 
die ;  y«  pend* 
venture  for  i 
good  nun  force 
would  ty«D  diTC 

co  4ic. 


to  their  word  among  both  Jews  and  GrntiUsp  and  when 
our  own  need  was  greateft,  and  the  glory  oi  God’s  grace 
would  be  molt  of  all  difplayed*  with  evidence  and  en¬ 
dearment,  in  railing  up  a  Saviour :  In  this  belt  and  pr.o- 
pereft  time  of  all  others,  the,  Lord  Jefus  Cbrift  freely 
dkd  in  the  room  and  (lead  of  fuch  impotent,  con* 
temptible,  and  ungodly  creatures  ad  we  are*  Alio* 
nifhing  inftancc  of  matchtrb  love  and  grace,  infinitely 
furpaffing  all  that  can  be  found  in  the  mod  afFe&ionate 
lovers  that  ever  appeared  among  irunicind  ! 

7  For,  were  we  to  fearch  all  the  world  over,  we 
fliould  hardly  meet  With  a -tingle  perfon,  who  would  be 
willing  to  facrifice  his  owij  life  for  the  redemption  of 
a  harm  left  iiiofFcnfive  man,  or  even  of  a  man  of  inte¬ 
grity,  faith  Fulntfs  and  hone  fly,  that  had  been  unjuftiy 
condemned  to  death  :  Yet  it  is  poflfible,  though  doubt- 
ful,  that  here  and  there  might  be  found  one,  who  would 
have  courage,  gratitude,  and  friendfhip  enough,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  to  deliver  up  himfelf  to  death  in  the 
room  and  ftead  of  a  public -fpirited  man,  and  a  gene¬ 
rous,  oompaiTionate,  bountiful  benefactor,  that  had  been, 
and  might  Hill  continue  to  be,  an  uncommon  bl effing 
to  himfelf,  family,  friends,  and  country*  And  with 
what  admiration  and  apphufe  would  fuch  a  brave,  he¬ 


roic. 


NOTE. 

t  Dr  thews,  by  Jhcnl  inlWc^^  jocbltd  this  tho»[hi ;  finct  he  mtnUaw  ^ 

that  the  word  (w&fvEa}  In  the  Sevmt^  here  inj  -uritfoat  as  tbc  rafirof 

leader <d*  And  though  the  word  not  all  Jinuiki&h  tvha.ii  he  immediately  sifter,  in 
a) way*  <arry  tbi$  feufe,  yet  it  &cm£  highly  thu  acd  the  eighth  verk,  cau* 
probable  that  the  apoftlc  tvhbwt  fiuAglh^  an-  ftunm  /  attd  fir.ee  be  wa*  goby  to  *3ilcoi:rir 
iwers  to  the  Hebrrm  word  (Vco)  whkh  at  hx^c  cn  the  uli  cf  tcs,  vct* 
flgoifie*  ft  fail  and  fiumblc  ft  wr  m*{  hvx 


Cb.  v. 
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8  Bat  God 

comiuendtfh  bit 

J 

love  tawnrdi  u$t 

in  dur  wbtic  we 
were  ya.  ftuncri 
Clrifr  dkd  for 


nnct  and  benevolent  a£l  be  every  where  thought  and 
talked  of ! 

8  But  the  great  and  blcflcd  God  has  difplayed  the 
glory  and  indearm cuts  oMris  love  to  us  in  a  mod  fur* 
priling  manner,  infinitely  traofcendcnt  to  all  this:  He 
has  fet  it  off  with  the  utmoft  advantage*  to  raife  our 
faith  and  hope*  admiration*  love*  and  joy*  and  to  make 
it  out-fhine  all  our  in  (lances  whatfoever  %  In  as  much 
as*  though  we  were  fo  far  from  being  either  righteous 
or  good*  upright  in  ourfelvcs*  or  profitable  to  God  or 
man*  that  we  were*  by  nature  and  practice*  highly  in¬ 
jurious  to  God  and  one  another*  and  criminals  that  de¬ 
served  to  die*  and  were  juftly  fentenc&d  to  death*  and 
in  whole  definition  God  would  have  glorified  himfeifi 
yet  even  then*  under  this  consideration  of  us*  the  eter¬ 
nal  Father*  in  the  greatness  of  hts  love*  readily  fern  his 
only  begotten  and  dearly  beloved  Son ;  and  the  Son 
freely  came  into  our  nature  and  world*  and  into  our 
law  place*  to  undergo  the  word  of  deaths*  as  araufom 
for  us*  that  we  might  live  for  ever* 

9  Since  therefore  this  free  and  abiding  love  of  the 
unchangeable  God  has  done  fuch  wonderful  things  for 
us*  while  we  were  in  fo  hateful  a  condition  under  the 
power  and  guflt  of  Gn  ;  much  more  may  we  now  de¬ 
pend  upon  it*  with  the  mod  allured  hope*  that  being 
already  forgiven  alt  trefpaflbs*  and  int  filed  to  eternal 
life*  thiobgh  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift*  we  Hull  cer¬ 
tainly*  for  his  fake,  and  on  bis  account*  be  delivered 
from  all  vindi&ive  refentments  or  puntftimem  for  fin* 
and  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

10  For  if  while  we  wfere*  not  only  without  Jtrengthf 
«  wet*  reconciU  Jinners  and  ungodly ^  (wr.  6*  8.)  but  were  likcwife  in  a 
aLlk  G^by  th*  ftateof  war  with  ibe  gr^at  God  ;  fo  that  we*  on  one 

°  1Sinuch  hand*  were  alienated  and  enemies  in  our  minds  by  wicked 

-works }  {Cot.  i.  25*)  bad  revolted  from  him*  and  turned 
rebels  and  traitors  a  gain  ft  him  \  and  hereupon  the  holy 
God*  on  the  other  hand*  declared  his  wrath  again  ft  us* 
in  his  Jaw*  in  our  own  conferences*  and  in  his  righte¬ 
ous  judgments,  If  in  thefe  obnoxious^  and  deieftable 
ctrcum  (lances*  he*  in  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  hU 
compaflionate  love*  provided  a  ran  Com  for  us*  to  fatUfy 
bis  juftice  and  appeafe  his  wrath  **  that  he  might  be  at 

peace 

T  E* 

tbe  riches  of  hi*  grace  to  be  communkzted 


>  Much  ro  ore 
then,  being  no* 

juftificri  by  hU 
bluod,  wc  rail  be 
Used  from  wrath 

through 


lo  For  if,  when 
cncmicf, 


N  O 

*  Saenntid  sc  Cod  by  the  death  of  Us  Setft 
■ji  the  former  pan.  of  this  vrric,  ftemi  to  re- 
bfc  to  Chrifl’s  ha;  ing  tvorkod  oat  oar  recon¬ 
ciliation,  or  completnl  all,  in  a  w*y  cf  me¬ 
rit  by  hit  death,  diet  uni  neccflary  t>>  ap- 
pr.ife  tb-e  ivtatb  cf  God,  and  -make  way  for 


if}  in  full  coniulence  with  the  honour  of 
all  his  .perfection  s,  and  of  hi*  law  uud  go« 
Tfrnmtrt,  v:\il  h  the  apoilie  had  called,  wr. 
rf-  and  B,  Chr;il*s  dying  fur  she  and 

dfixg  fir  « :  ISut  being  rmndUd>  ia  the  Ldl 

chufe 
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much  more>  Ic¬ 
ing  reconciled,  we 
Hull  Iks  fivtd  by 

hit  life* 


it  And  noton* 

W fey  but  wc  ilfo 

joy  in  God,  thro1 
our  IrOfd  Jeriis 
Cbriftj  by  vKoqi 
we  have  now  jc- 

reived  the  atone* 
went* 


n  Wherefore* 
Of  byone  iran  Go 
entered  imo  the 
worlds  and  il^th 

by 


peace  with  us,  and  aft  the  part  of  a  reconciled  friend 
towards  us,  through  the  meritorious  death  of  his  only 
begotten  Son ;  much  more  may  we  be  humbly  confident, 
upon  the  fur  eft  principles  of  reafoning,  that  being  ac¬ 
tually  brought  into  a  (late. of  peace,  and  high  friemltfrp 
with  God,  through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Jcfus,  we  (hall 
be  effcftually  delivered  from  all  the  imferie?  we  were 
plunged  into,  or  in  danger  of,  by  (in,  and  be  advanced 
to  complete  falvation  with  eternal  glory,  by  our  rifen 
and  exalted  Saviour,  who  ever  lives  to  apply  the  virtue 
of  his  death,  and  to  make  interceff.on  for  vj.  {Chap.  viii. 

3*)  ...  , 

1 1  And  we  not  only  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God,  and  in  the  advantages  that  refulr,  even  from  our 
trials  and  afflictions  *;  but,  upon  the  folid  grounds  but 
now  mentioned,  we  rejoice  with  the  highelt  farisfaftton 
and  delight  in  God  himfclf,  as  our  own  God,  and  our 
chief  good  and  glory:  We  rejoice  in  our  covenant-re¬ 
lation  to  and  allured  iutereft  in  him,  through  our  only 
Mediator,  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  loved  us,  and  gave 
himfclf  for  us ;  and  by  faith  in  whom,  we  have  now, 
under  gofpel-difcQverits,  approved  of,  accepted,  relied 
upon,  and  taken  comfort  in,  the  great  and  only  proper 
reconciliation,  (rw**r«xx*ywj  which  was  typified  by  the 
legal  facrifices,  and  which  he  has  made  for  us  by  his 
death,  (wr,  io-J  that  we,  GentiU  as  well  as  jftTvifi)  be¬ 
lievers,  may  be  freed  from  condemnation  on  its  account, 
and  may  be  dealt  with  in  this  world,  and  for  ever,  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  infinite  worth  and  merit. 

12  Since  therefore,  under  the  gofpel-ftate, 

as  well  as  Jews,  arc  in  faft  reconciled  by  the  death  of 
Chrift,  and  have  received  the  atonement  by  faith  in  him  £ 
(ver*  io,  IT.);  and  fmee,  as  has  been  (hewn  at  large, 
perfons  of  all  nations  were  on  a  level,  even  under  ihe 
law,  and  before  ir,  yea,  before  the  covenant  made  with 
Abraham ,  as  to  their  guiltinefs  before  God,  and  thttr 
need  of  the  gofpel  way  of  j unification  by  hrs  grace  thro1 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  let  us  now,  in  funber  proof  of  this  im¬ 
portant  point,  go  back  as  far  as  the  original  apoftscy, 

in 


notes* 


claufc  of  the  ter/e,  Jccms  to  relate  to  the  re¬ 
con  dilation's  takiap  effort  upon  us;  or  to 
our  being  brought  into  a  flute  of  afkuai  it* 
conciliation  and  peace  with  Gud,  and  jufti- 
jiotbn  in  his  fight*  through  laith  in  Chrifl’s 
blood,  which  the  apoftle  had  fpoken  of,  tct. 
«,  p.  and  which  in  the  vcric  after  this  (ver. 
a  i.)  he  calls  oat  rtceivi nf  the  utericmrat. 

*  Not  Qtiiy  fit  maoifcdly  refers  back  to 
ver*  a,  $.  where  the  apoftlc  had  feid#  Wt  rt- 


feicc  xn  hope  of  tie  gtorj  of  CW  /  eaJ  i r$J  tnl* 
fey  hut  Trc^sff  in  irihttafios  alfe*  $ti\  *  Aiv! 
here,  Euvuift  in  tiic  inter  miuute  vertex  r.* 

ho*-  even  their  aiilk'ticns  smtt  :ri.-.S  furn-ihtd 

them  uith  ottfdions  of  he 

Aimes  and  cu'iie*  on  h:s>  thought*  \i\  a  beau¬ 
tiful  gnuta'Jon  to  n  tnrthwT  iniliiitce  tfcr’r 
glorying  in  God  hin&lf,  as  thi  ir  fcuondsed 
G*xJ*  anti  as  the  lum  of  a*l  thdf  happit-nS* 
through  JeJut  Chi-lit. 
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fry  fin;  In  vhich  the  Jews  were*  wiffoaf  doubt y  equally  tarot* 

Jcitbpaficd  upon  W4j  with  the  Gentiles  t  For  zu  by  the  firft  man  Adam%  who 

was  the  father  of  us  all*  and  with  whom  the  covenant 
was  made  in  innocent:/  for  tumfelf  and  his  poftemy, 
fin,  that  worft  of  evils  *>  even  die  firft  fin  committed 
by  him,  broke  in  upon,  and  was  propagated  from  him, 
to  all  the  human  inhabitants  of  this  world,  and  became 
the  fource- of  all  the  iniquity  that  has  ever  fmee  been 
found  among  mankind}  and  as  a  fentcncc*  together 
with  the  beginning  of  death,  temporal,  fpiritual*  and 
eternal  f,  inclusive  of  all  the  miferies  of  this  liic>  and 

o£ 

NOTES, 


*  It  Is  not  faid  that  but  /iff,  widi 
wnphaJU  £n  tii c  lingular  number,  (*  ccftttffrz) 
entered  into  the  to  intimate  that  it  was 

r/it  any  ifte*afts  of  AiitxCs  finning,  but  his 
trtf  fin,  while  he  flood  m  his  public  capacity, 
that  invaded  alt  his  offspring ;  And  as  this  is 
^  to  be  die  fin  of  one  man,  though  the 
jrrpztrt  and  Eve  filmed  before  him,  it  thews 

dial  he  was  the  covenant-head  of  all  nun* 

fc:nd,  and  that  therefore  Ail  (in,  and  not 
1c  charged  upon  them ;  and  for  the 
fj^nc  rofoD,  as  inon  as  had  cn- 

U'rtd,  then,  and  not  before,  the  fcnttnccof 
fatb  was  pronounced,  ands&tf  not  upon  the 
Jtrpcnf,  oy  £wf  but  only  upon  the  tiua,  to 
whom  it  w  £tid,  Dufi  ihw  art,  and  unto  doji 
fiji!  than  return^  Gen*  m.  10* 

f  The  death  which  the  apoftlc  Joys  faffed 
tifrn  alt  iws,  by  ere  mans  /re,  is  imnifmly 
the  lame  with  that  which  the  Qne  man  hjm- 
tli’  was  expofed  to  by  his  fin,  according  to 
Gid's  threats  tng,  that  u  the  dttf  he  jhouto  eat 
of  the  forbidden  fruit  he  fiemfd  faretj  dtr, 

(Gm*  ih  >7*)  And  what  was  the  death  there* 
it.  threatened  i  but  a  deprivation  of  the  holy 
and  happy  life  of  foul  and  body,  in  the  i- 
uu^e  and  favour  of  God,  and  in  communion 
frith  him,  which  lie  enjoyed,  and  (hmikl  o- 
thcruri&  have  been  confirmed  in  with  rich 
advantage  lor  ever;  Accordingly  upon  Adam's 
fn  he  was  liable,  not  only  to  diJealcs  and 
dcith  of  the  body,  hut  alio  to  inward  dread 
ami  horror  of  foul,  under  a  Icnic  of  divine 
wrc*th(  as  appeared  in  bis  being  afraid,  and 
feeding  to  hide  hiinfdf  from  the  pretence  of 
the  Lord;  which  Eve,  bits  wife,  alkj  did, 
(Gen*  ill  8,  10.)  he  being  a  covenant  head 
and  reprefentative  to  her,  as  well  os  to  die 
poflcrtty  that  ibotiEd  proceed  from  them 
both :  *Lnd  it  is  ohjemblc,  that  though  her 
1m  tw before  his;  yet  Ihe  had  no  hotmrs  of 
CMfllL'icr«  for  it,  till  after  he  hud  UrnuJ ; 
and  ib  entailed  the  covenant  curk,  vhich 
Gird  bad  threatened  to  inflict,  in  ca&  he 
IKiutd  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  Gtru  ii. 
jt+;  and  this  threat  mug:  uns  formally  deliver* 
td  txiiy  to  jidarjt)  Lcibrc  Eve  was  breu^h: 
fj-^h,  Ihc  being  then  as  much  naturally  and 
V0L.1U  f4  C 

p  I 


foederally  in  him,  us  liU  offspring  w cm,’ 
And  as  the  death  of  the  body  by  no  means 
infers  an  extindion  of  the  Ibul,  and  divine 
revelation  afTurc^  usf  that  the  foul  liirvivts 
the  body;  it  leems  necdlirily  to  follow  from 
hente,  that  thL  death  extends,  not  merely 
to  a  %iaramu  of  foul  and  body,  hut  like* 
wife  t <1  all  the  imeaftncts  uad  tiidrds  that 
flow  from  the  disorderly,  ungovernable,  and 
wi&tis&ed  principles,  inclinations,  and  ap¬ 
petites,  tlia:  were  introduced  by  Jin ;  from 

the  lois  of  ihc  imarc  and  fax our  of  God,  and 

■■  r 

of  comnuuuon  wkji  him  j  and  from  a  feufe 
of  guilt,  and  ot  divine  titiptaumr  on  that 
account,  with  JiiinaJ  ddpau-  of  being  ever  n> 
covered  to  a  fhtt  of  happhiefs  again :  Nor 
could  fucli  recovery  have  been  ex^rot,  In 
pm  cut  this  death's  being  eternal t  un:cls 
Cod  hinofeifj  in  the  abundance  of  Id;  own 
mercy,  were  to  find  out  a  way  of  relief; 
which,  bltilcd  be  his  n;imet  he  h.:s  done  by 
our  Lord  J dus  ChrUt,  rvhy  was  not  legally 
in  Adan r,  as  a  covenant  head,  bcoiuie  Adam 
era  fed  to  be  fo  im  mediately  upon  his  (iril  lin* 
and  Giriil  w  js  not  promUed  till  afeer  the  fall, 

1  wir  did  dciccnd  from  him  in  the  ordinary 
way  uf  guneTatinOi  And  liie  reuloji  why 
death,  in  theft  Its  mofl  dreadful  forms;  as 
well  a*  the  miteries  aiwl  mm-utlUy  of  ihc  pr^* 
fvnt  life,  ms  00:  cxprelfed  in  the  fentenoe 
palled  upon  Ada «  fiwti  after  the  tall,  (<kn, 
iu.  Icems  to  bet  Iwcayfe,  jud  be* 

fore  God  pmoouuCcd  that  ientena,  he  led 
gEsrioudy  promlfeil,  that  the  *ccd  of  the 
man  fioatd  frufi  V*t  Jirpcnn  (G-n.  iii* 
tf*};  and  thereby  InthnaiecL  thut  thl$  worft 
part  of  die  threatened  death  (L'liM  not  la 
executed  upon  thofe  who  IhouLd  ixhm:  in 
the  promjftd  5aviour;  but  that  he  fh:m]d 
tile  it  away  from  them,  by  hU  own  iiiifrrw 
iii^  and  death  in  l heir  100m  and  Ci&iL  Ac- 
t  (\rdingly  our  aporiic  Imving  pleaded  for  the 
Jjitificuum  of  believing  Gentimt  ns  well  as 
TrwJ,  bv  ttw  free  graro  of  God  tlirrugii  ji> 
lux  Chriit,  from  a  coil  ii  dr  ration  of  the  tiatc 
of  thiojs  under  the  Lw,  chap*  Hi,  and  even 
before  the  A&rahe wic  covenant,  ch^p,  iv*  he 
hertz  catties  hL  axgumzat  bock  to  the  coinr 
c  most 
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aHment  for  that  cf  that  which  is  to  comej  made  its  way  into  the  world 

*  by  his  fir  ft  fin,  and  fo  death,  in  all  its  hideous  forms, pat 
fed  to  tbe  whole  human  race  through  him,  in  whom 

they 

N  O  T  JE. 

mm  condition  of  both  theft  fort*  of  people  to  all  his  fpirituai  feedf  to  jfo, 
whiOt  induded  all  mankind,  ever  fina  the  and  deaths  as  brought  in  by  Adajtty  to  all  btf 
fall  of  M~wy  find  in  which  eveiy  one  of  tlw  aatutal  oJTtpnngj  and  fpoksof  the  feme  fort . 
human  race  vi-exc  alike  iavoiv^J ;  And  he  of  death  thaj  came  upon  himfetf,  wbkh, 
Aides  into  this  part  of  his  defi^n  in  a  wav  of  as  has  been  (hewn,  was  more  than  b are  mor* 
irdmr.ee  from  what  he  had  faid,  intheim-  tality;  and  it  is  oppoftd  to  that  eternal lift 
mediately  preceding  verfes,  about  reconcile*  to  wmb  grace.  through  rifhtiwfi ir/>*  ty 
tion  and  atonement*  as  already  made  by  JfWiu  Chrift  wtr  £ardy  (v^r.  it.)  And  then, 
Cbrift*  and  W'dvcJ  by  them  that  htlicvc*  id  the  following  parts  of  this  rpiflle*  licgon 
tli  ti.  they  might  be  favd  from  wiath  thro1  on  ta  fptak  of  under  inch  a  notion  u 
him.  All  this,  together  with,  the  whole  carries  our  thoaghts.  beyond  a  mete  privation 
ftrain  of  the  apoftic*$  fnhfequcnt  reafoning  of  this  mortal  life;  as  particularly  when  he 
on  this  head,  is  to  me  a  iirong  proof,  that  fays,  (chap,  viit,  d,  ij.)  To  he  carnally  ariaJ- 
the  drJth  here  fpoken  of,  ns  coming  upon  id  it  death  \  and  if  ye  five  after  tbe  jfrft,  jf 
the  whole  world  of  mankind,  by  the  lin  nf  fall  die.  Surely  by  theft  pafiages  he  meant 
frrtfl  man,  is  not  to  be  confined  t  as  fomc  more  than  that  to  be  carnally  minded  iflues 
VrOuldJmnhavc3ttto^w^tfrj/eJjSic?itfMffrerfBMr'  In  temporal  death  as  its  pimtmment ;  anddiil 
iality  of  the  body  :  For  this  notion  of  death  if  we  lice  after  the  fldh,  we  Ihali  die  ccrpo- 
falls  vaftly  fhort*  not  only  of  what  Advert  tally;  for  this' mutt  be  our  cafe,  whether  we! 
htmftlf  mar  well  be  fiipjiaftd  to  have  under-  be  carnally  minded,  and  live  after  the  fiefe, 
flood  and  was  fuhji-fftd  to*  by  the  original  or  not.  Blit*  in  oppofitton  to  the  death  there 
threatning,  Gen,  ii.  T7-  compared  with  chap*  mentioned;  he  ipeaks  of  i  lift,  thatconfeh 
ht,  fl,  10.  but  likcwift  of  themanifdl  tkfigu  in*  and  revolts  from  our  bang  fftritvally  nici- 
of  theapo0le*$  argument*  ail  along  in  this  edt  uhich  cannot  bflt  relate  to  a fpirituai and 
cpitHr*  relating  to  the  guilty  ftate  of  the  eteraallifc. 

yewjand  G  aft  Its  y  which  made  a  better  righ-  Now  taking  things  In  this  light,  according 
tcoufnris  than  their  own,  neceflary  for  thdr  to  the  pkun  and  molt  natural  :enic  of  llic  »* 
juftifiration  to  eternal  life.  For  in  the  for-  poftlc's  cxprcflions,  hts  way  of  rdftntng  is 
mcr  part  of  the  cpillie,  |ic  had  been  t  nil  ft-  exceeding  clear  and  fttong;  ud  all  his  dit 
jng  on  a  ftateof  fin,  in  which  the  whole  world  courfr,  in  this  and  the  former,  as  well  is 
fj  become  gtdhy  before  G*I,  (chap,  iih  ip.)  latter  part  of  the  epiftle*  is  nervate  anddoft* 
and  which  expofed  them  to  mift ties  beyond  a  ly  connected  ri>tt  at  if  ul  and  hamontcuu,  to 
temporal  deaOi,  idling  as  that  thewraSbof  fcew  what  needevery  oneof  the  human  race, 
God  is  revealed  front  heaven  again  ft  all  u»god~  Jta-j  and  Genti'es,  have  of  being  jufliiiul 
finrft  and  un  right*  njft'efs  of  men,  (chap,  i.  ith);  freely  by  GodTs  grace,  thrmigh  the  rok-mp- 
'  that  impenitent  fmners  treafute  up  to  them*  tfcn  that  is  in'J^fus  Cfcrtfl,  and  by  frith  in 
felvei  M^roth  ™«a \fl  the  day  of  wrath,  and  rt  him.  But  how  flat  and  weak,  iitcondiilhc, 
velrilw  of  the  rightist n  judgment  of  Gody  incoherent,  and  nnfuitnbk  to  his  own  prin- 
(chap.  ii.  ;  and  that  at  ftutny  as  haw  finned  cipal  view,  maft  we  make  the  *poftle*<  er^u- 
ynihsvJ  JdTPfjB.tH  aift  pmft  vitfrmt  law  ;  ment,  in  this  part  of  it !  if  wefnppofc  i\uxt 
and  as  many  as  bavrfowtd  in  ihe  law  r  fall  when  he  carries  it  bade  to  the  common  liitc 
tc  judjed  by  the  fa  v ,  in  the  day  when  God  fall  of  mankind,  by  reaftn  of  Adam's  fia*  ht  ui- 
v  judge  the  firrrfi  ?i  ew  by  Jtfas  Cbrijt,  {ver.  tircly  drops  the  thought  of  wath  and 
is,  1 6,)  whkh  Tellers  to  urlm  v*  conft<turat  rckting  to  aw&er  world,  to  which  they 
to  temporal  d^ith,  even  U>  the  indignation  &nd  expoftd,  as  he  had  been  rtprcftnttng  it  alia* 
Vfr,Ttfr)  iribitteiiot*  and  ahgttijb,  that  God  will  long  befon^  under  the  law,  and  prior  to  the 
render  to  th*n  to  ho  obey  not  the  truth  t  m  op-  covenant  made  nhh  Abraham*  and  ihut  he 
pofition  tn  tbe  eternal  bfe  which  he  -ail!  glee  now  only  confiders  than,  as  fnbjeflcd  to  .vw- 
trt  others,  J[ver.  7,— io.)  Accordingly  the  parai  ajjtifrjMjfndd&Uh)  under*  and  by  mr^ni 
bieffagt  fjx>kcn  of,  as  brought  in  by  Ctirift*  of  the  fill;  as  if  their  being  obnoxious  to 
wptribns  that  wei'e  in  !  heft  guilty  and  mi-  ibtfefwm  all  the  calamity  that  they  *tre 
ftrable  ctrcmnitances,  are  redempt\&$t  for-  expofttl  to  by  it  r  and  their  jolifficatwn  by. 
b  yhtenft  of  fiusy  and  j unification  through ,th  Jefus  (Jhrift,  through  faith  In  him,  were  on- 
'  righttoufteft  of  Godt  (chap,  iii,  n,— -1^}  ly  neccf&ry,  in  the  preftnt  view  of  the  a1  tjn*' 
peace  aed  rtctndbatUn  with  God  by  the  death  of  merit,  or.  rxccunt  of  their  being  bwnght  Jr^ci 
w£lt  Sen*  and  jhlradai i  ihrcugb  kirn*  (chap.  v.  a  Hate  of  afdtHoa  and  msrta^tf  hy  the  li'icf 

AikI  all  along  In  the  latter  pu  t  of  thdrlfcft  parent,  and  ihast  though  bdi*v<rs 
this  chapter,  theupoftle  oppofes  rirbhvrf**efiy  themftlves  are  ftill  ts  liable  to  this  fort 
jyjitjjcflitfjt  and  lifty  as  brought  hi  by  Chrlft  decih  us  auy  ether  irxo* 
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«ll  hm  JjQDfd.  they  all  finned*  as  in  tbeir  public  h eaH  and  rrprdenta-* 

uve  *,  in  whole  loins  they  likewife  were;  infomuch 
that  they,  on  this  account)  are  hy  legal  eftimation 
deemed  Goners  in  him,  his  offence  being  imputed  to* 
and  puniihed  in  them.  Now  as  this  is  the  cafe  of  one 
and  all  in  Adam*  and  (hews  that  the  Jen*  is  as  much 
under  guilt*  and  has  as  much  need  of  the  gofpel-falva* 
tion  as  the  GmtiU\  fo*  as  we  (hall  fee  anon*  {ver*  id* 
19,)  f  fpititual  benefits,  oppofite  to  all  this  ruin  by  the 
fir  ft  man*  are  brought  in  by  Jcfus  Chrift*  as  a  publics 
head  of  recovery  to  one  as  well  as  another  of  thefe  forts 
of  people,  through  faith  in  him. 

aj  For  omit  And  that  the  death  and  mifenes,  which  are 

brought  upon  all  mankind*  came  in  by  Adam's  (in*  is 
evident;  For  fin  t,  with  the  penalty  of  calamities  ami 

death 


N  °  T 

*  Adam's  pnOcrity  being  in  fits  loins,  and 
bU  Jin  being  imputed  to  them,  may  be  iUu£- 
tnted  by  Lew's  being  in  Abraham  $  loins, 
(Mu^.  viL  9,  jo.)  and  by  the  Uw  of  nations, 
which  fo  far  imputes  the  treaJbn  of  a  rebelli¬ 
ous  nobleman  to  his  children,  as  to  bring  an 
•ttaindo'Kpon  their  blood,  and  a  forfeiture 
of  the  inheritance,  privilege,  and  honours, 
vhich  would  utlitTvifc  hare  dcJccndcd  ta 
them*  A  ni  as  the  words  (^fo)  here  uftd, 
and  rendered  fir  fbatt  are  well  known  to  fig- 
nify  in  vbm  ;  and  this  fcnJe  is  favoifrcd  by 
the  preceding  verb,  (£**«*)  wUch  fpcaks  of 
1  thing  already  done  before  we  were  bom,  and 
tur.ifcs  pajfti  through^  and  to  intimates  chat 
tkith  had  palled  through  Adam  (  jr«yr«f 

to  all  men;  and  as  it  Ucxpidsfy 
laid,  1  Cor.  xt*  n*  that  {*t  tv  Aits-*)  is  A- 
den  ail  dk>  and  this  beft  agrees  with  the  no¬ 
tion  of  hb  being  a  public  bend,  which  be  is 
evidently  rcprcicntcd  to  be  throughout  this 
dilcourfe,  I  have  therefore  given  Jthat  Hide  of 
thete  words ;  and  yet  not  to  the  exclufioii  of 
the  other,  wrhkh  our  mnfiation  fuggefta,  by 
Tillering  them  fir  tbatt  or  itf  fi  wwb  that 
they,  by  condmtHon  of  law,  are  accounted 
0*  have  fmned  in  him,  Bat  which  ever  way 
they  sre  rendered,  it  ;$  obvious  that  all  Affvc 
h*i/;ed.  is  mentioned  as  the  rcafon  of  dibit's 

h  ■■ 

hausg  fefifid  it  pon  all  n\zn ;  and  in  the  for¬ 
mer  part  of  chcTcrle,  and  all  along  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  context,  fits  and  death  ere' plainly  diA 
thguilhed,  one  from  the  other,  as  caafi  and 
eftS :  It  is  therefore  furprifing  that  any  flsonld 
wndcriland  alt  have  finned  in  this  verie,  to 
lijriify,  by  «  maonymy  of  the  caufc  for  the 
etflri,  all  are  fa  fur  limerers,  as  to  become 
mortal  and  lubjcft  to  death ;  For  if  this  wri  t 
jlippoicd  to  be  Uie  It-nfe  of  thele  terms  in  ever 
lit  many  other  pbets,  it  Hems  bnpofllbJc 
that  it  mould  be  ih  h\  tfh,  where  fin  Is  fo  ex- 
pcf-ly  mentioned  in  dijfirtfihn  from,  and  a 3 
<u<  rtefin  or  pnxuriag  cauj^i  of  this  cfti.fl 

f 


£  S. 

+  The  ndtfitlosr  or  f^oond  part  of  the  com¬ 
panion  between  Adam  and  Ohrid,  is  jmr.ofT, 
by  a  parent hefis,  to  ver«  iB,  *<i.  Hut,  to  re* 
iicve  the  mind,  and  prevent  loilng  light  of 
it,  till  we  get  through  the  in'rrmed^te  vtt* 
Hs,  I  have  liiggcfted  the  thought  here,  which 

w;U  he  more  enlarged  upon  there,  arA  Hems 
to  be  futnmariLy  included  in  ver,  14.  where 
Adam  is  fpoken  of,  in  his  public  repicicata- 
tivc  capacity,  ax  tlw  figure  ef  him  that  vat  n 
come  * 

\  By  fin's  hrirg  is  lie  ftemi  to  be 

meant  (as  Mr  Lft  kr  ohferves)  not  merely  tlwt 
fm  extfted,  but  that  it  alio  had  an  entail  of 
death  ojH>n  it,  as  iu  pj^oper  pu  nidi  meat  by 
virtiie  of  ibme  law,  before  the  law  of  Motes 
p  as  given  to  Jfrael^  with  an  cxpirls  doclira-* 
tion,  that  thus  ihmdd  be  irs  wages  '  For,  hi 
the  preceding  verfc,  the  apoftk  had  fpoken 
of  fin's  catering  htto  lit  vmrlit3  and  death  hj  fin  ; 
and  here  he  id  Is  tis,  that  fit a  is  imputed  x 

or  dtifrcd  id  lucL  a  manner,  as  totuhjeii  any 
one  to  a  penalty  for  it,  inhere  there  it  us  law 
to  bind  the  tran/greflor  over  to  fuch  penalty; 
and  in  the  next  veric  (fin;  the  note  there)  lie 
fpraks  of  the  death  of  tefinii  as  not  to  be 
accounted  far,  but  upon  the  foot  of  their  bo 
ing  under  the  Janili  on  of  Ibmc  Li w  that  re- 
quired  it.  But  w'hat  law  could  iiit3  be,  mi- 
Ids  that  which  was  given  to  Ad aw  ?  ^inco 
there  was  no  other  law  before  AJs/cjS  tim r, 
that  cxjivefidy  made  dvath  the  pnnillimcot  of 
tran/grifliing  it,  except  that  agumtt  murder 
after  the  fttKjd,  (f?rrM*  ix*  <S.)  v/hiclj  hlfants 
could  not  trajifgicis,  and  which, 
tivdy  fpuki1.^,  w,t3  executed  but  iqx>n  very 
iewufiiiitohit:[L  A  od  w  hurj:  ii  can  the  BpoiUo 

mean,  when  he  Jays  it  was  is  tbe  wot  id  btfire 
the  law.  which  cwmc  upon* 

gr  imputed  to  all  mankind  ?  Suvre  tins 
the  tin,  which,  wbc  had  laid  in  the  forego^ 
in 5  Y”^c,  i’iwVu  J  iiitj  the  ;  and  tince  in 
tiV  next  veik  ho  ipcAkt  of  infants  luifrring 

e.»  *  & 
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the  bw  On  wa* 
in  i  he  w.rld  :  bu; 
fin  iiw 
td  v  :itn  dicrc  h 

MU*  Uw» 


14  Ncvcrtlic- 

lefi,  fkath  reign- 
c<\  from  Adam  10 
Mufes,  even  over 
them  that  had  not 
finned  after  the 
fimilinulc  of  A- 
dsm's  uaufgrtf 

fcn, 


deatr;  annexed  to  it,  was  always  in  the  world,  even  o- 
riginal  fin,  ever  lince  the  fall  of  man,  before  there  was 
any  luch  thing  as  that  revelation  of  the  law  which 
was  given  by  Mofts*  But  this  fuppofes  that  there  was 
fume  law  in  being,  which  fin  was  the  trantgrtffiem  of, 
ami  by  virtue  of  which,  fin  was  fb  univerfaliy  charged 
upon  all  mankind,  as  to  fubjcct  them  to  the  (entente 
and  penalty  of  death  j  otherwife  there  would,  flricl!y 
fpeaktng,  have  been  no  fin  at  all,  much  lefs  any  room 
for  fuch  imputation  and  punifhmcnt  of  it.  {Chap*  iv.  15*) 
14  Nevenhflefc,  it  is  certain  that,  for  about  two 
thou (umt  five  hundred  years,  which  dn ter vened  between 
Ai law?*  fall  and  the  delivery  of  the  law  by  Mofcsy  dea-h, 
with  all  its  dreadful  and  unknown  attendants,  cxercifcd 
a  terrible  and  umverlal  dominion,  not  only  overgrown 
perfons,  that  finned  actually,  as  Adam  did,  but  even 
over  infants  themfelves  ;  wiuicfsthofe  of  the  old  world, 
rhat  perifhed  in  the  deluge,  and  thofe  that  were  cut 
off  in  the  tremendous  defiruction  of  Sodom  and  Comer- 
rah ,  as  well  as  all  the  little  children  that  were  fick,  con- 
vulfed,  and  tortured,  and  then  died,  in  every  genera- 
lion,  though  none  of  them  could  have  committed  any 
a£kua]  fin  #  to  deferve  fuch  pumfhment  as  Adam  had 
done^  who  in  his  public  capacity  was,  by  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  God,  an  eminent  type,  pattern,  and 

figurative 


HO  T  K  S. 


the  fid  of  *hb  fin,  thwijh  they  were 

rwr  jii: :  ;L  of  perianal  tranfjjivfliuij  of  any 
Lw* -ha.'i<K  err. 

1  As  ihr  a  pottle  had  neither  cxprelsly 
mco:  Soiled  u.hat  /tf.'j/w'*  lilt  was,  r*or  w  Li-lIhI1 
jt  werrit  trarifiircflion  of  a  uty  or  nt$nsi 
tomnmid  t  and  as  infant*  certainly  died,  as 
well  a;  v>thtT«j  and  ail  the  natural  dccernl- 
tints  of  Uic  Ijrit  mftTi  are  ipoken  of  hi  the  fol¬ 
ic:  vioy  rrtfiU'xf-*  iubjcOed  to  death  by  his 
a? f  hi  diibtedVnre,  it  nnpmrs  to  me  to  be 
much  more  raiy  sand  neural,  and  more  di- 
■wily  Lo  the  a poftlc’s  purp.jfir,  to  tiiulciltand 
by  rht  fimUtMt  is,*  AJant  %  a  Jj- 

rjOilitiJilv  sm  ti>  Jm  fcrjlnsih  and  fin¬ 

ning.  tivto  a*  to  1 IV.-  tran^n-llin^  a  f active 
pivrepi.,  in  ruling  ; lie  fori* LJt:i  fruit*  Aikl 

c**-*  f  x*i)  over  them  that  Jr*d 

r*'.  ihinod  after  the  timiiitvde  of  sitmw's 
\  \x\  JJi on ,  i  £  &  !  vr  of  them  from  other; 

that  had  /?  linncd,  as  ait  hU  adult  offipiing 
iiifd,  like  hin^  i>y  actual  ;  fii 

that  death  rawncil  over  them  that  had  no  o- 
tlivr  than  original  fin,  as  well  as  oKCt  thoft 

■1 1  r 

tb^t  had  alio  |*r lordly  fmued ;  and  tLU 
mstbeji  c?ur.t!iaapr;iHc"£  argument  in  ks  ut- 
ui'jli  extent  and  for^r,  that  death  entered  in¬ 
to  the  world  by  the  fin  of  one  man  ;  and  i'o 
jelled  all  mrn,  for  that  they  all 
Lathed  iu  hhii.  Vi d.  par*  in  fc*  lt  liktwik 


appears  fruni  tlw  whole  drift  of  the  aprrnb^s 
argument,  that  children,  as  the  dependents 
of  a  fallen  bead,  were  R-nt*  tired,  tope: hei  v  :-,'i 
their  rcprvftTitatH’e,  to  I  ho  luaie  fi-rt  dI'iLm-Il 
wdth  bi'ft ;  and  I  accumii  for  ll^c  di> 

plorailc  aftmies  and  citiy  deaths  of  fuch  an 
innumerable  multitude  nj  them,  upon  any 
ther  fijumiiiinjt,  thin  tku  of  llwir  being  un¬ 
der  the  bw-charge  of  their  reprcfentatiec's 

Jin.  but  Im  ■.  Idt  tfie  righteoufnrfi:  of  tlu1  ic- 
rond  Mwa  may  extend  to  them  that  die  h 
infwT,  to  prevent  an  execution  of  ihe  tiir*c 
in  the  future  mi;crie$  of  another  world,  is  n^t 
for  u*  to  determine ;  me  may  quietly  bpve 
iu  the  bands  of  a  iwitiml  Cod, 
we  are  tore  can  do  them  no  wivog ;  And  ?V- 
Itritifi  pitrciits  may  with  grot  fitisfiiflio'i 
hope  well  concerning  the  eternal  iiapjno\ 
of  their  dying  iniants;  Jincethey  newrr  h-ed 
'Ll  call  oifGod'&fiactDu;  covenant,  into  wid.  h 
he  has  taken  beliavci'S  and  their  1 

thui  hcUrt  head  ia  <;if  nat^m  arc  > 


fti*  ittit  then  i:  fhouli  be  i^a:cml>eicd,  tl  -t 
hill’ll*  needing  Chriir*  zvckinptioit.  ihp:s»- 
fes  ihixn  to  have  been  under  »  t  luir^eof ;  s;:I: , 
otherwise  there  would  u  ■  1  ■  (r  1  uJ<«>rL 

1*jt  auy  rodauplion  01  Jieoi ;  ar^tl  if  ti  1  y 
lutee  not  the  benefit  of  rv-Tcir;'t>*i!i  10  t!  *'  *- 


tber  world,  tlvcy  have  none  at,  i444^  iicoc  ::xy 
urc  aififted  and  die  ju  llus* 
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fieri,  who  is  tbc 
figure  of  him  that 
was  to  come. 


jj  But  not  as 
otlnwCt  io  *!- 
fi>  jj  ^ht  free 
F;w  ifthroiigh  the 
ofle  ;tce  of  one 
piany  be  dead ; 
much  more  the 
£ratc  of  God, 

and  the  gift  by 
gtJitCj  which  irby 

one 


figurative  repreferatation  of  fomethinjr  that  was  to  bear 
a  correfponrience  to  him*  ia  Jefus  Chrift,  who*  in  due 
time,  was  to  tkfeend  from  his  loins  in  an  exiraordinary 
maimer,  and  who  *,  like  tht  firft  Ad:m^  was  to  come 
into  the  world,  as  a  covenant  head  and  repreftmarive* 
for  conveying  life  and  nghreoufnefs. 

15  But  though  Adam%  5n  his  public  character*  was 
fuch  a  remarkable  type  of  Chnfl;  yet  we  are  nortoiup- 
pofe  that  there  is  no  difference  in  the  parallel  between 
them;  fo  that  the  benefit  which  comes  to  Jen?  and 
Gentih ,  as  the  gratuitous  undeferv^d  gift  of  divine 
grace,  through  the  right  eoufuefs  of  Chrift,  U  no  more 
than  what  barely  anfwers  to  the  mifehlevous  cfKctr, 
that  were  deferred  by,  and  inflicted  for,  the  high  pro¬ 
vocation  which  the  firft  man  was  guilty  of :  It  indeed 
doth  this:  but  this  is  not  all;  it  is  frill  more  abundant¬ 
ly  efficacious:  For,  as  to  the  caitfes  of  the  different  ef- 
fc£ts  produced  by  them  feveraily,  if  it  be  true,  as  has 
been  fhe wn,  thatthrough  the  fall  of  o::e  who 

was  merely  a  man,  a  fcntcnce  of  death  has  patted,  2nd 
dreadful  deflruftion  is,  by  the  righteous  difpenfancm  of 
God,  brought  upon  the  whole  multitude  of  his  natural 
poflerity,  as  the  wages  of  bis  fin;  much  more  may  we 
conclude,  from  a  con  (i  derat  ion  of  God*$  fuperior  delight 
in  mercy,  and  of  the  incomparably  greater  excellence 
and  dignity  of  the  fecund  federal  head,  who  is  the  Lord 
from  heaven^  (l  Cor*  xv.  47*)  and  fo  is  God  as  weii  us 
man,  that  the  exceeding  riches  of  divine  love  mid  fa* 
vour  toward  the  loft  and  ruined  racef,  and  the  free  gift 
of  oppofite  bleflings,  which  proceed  entirely  from  God's 


own 


NOTE  $• 


*  That  Adam' a  being  tbr  \v^t  nt  figure  cf 
Htv  /w  umi  i<>  related  ro  the  fftpiic  r&- 
fAty  which  brtk  iuftained,  and  to  the  t&trty* 
that  were  made  by  the  udVin£*tjf  bitb 
tr>  that  refpetftfvc  feeds,  a*  comprehended  in, 
and  [dared  under  them  ieViTally, appears  from 
the  vvKde  tenor  of  the  ftd  lowing  diftmirle, 
3rd  from  the  iipnitl^s  fpr:;kin£  of  Ad^m,  ra¬ 
ther  than  »j'  him  ;md  Kw*  though  fta  was 

r  V 

JM  in  the  tRnfirrdEnn,  as  the  figure  of 
CirM,  in  wJiat  he  was  goin::  to  lay  cotccrn- 
invr  the  eflefti  that  proceeded  from  one  art! 
the  n;  her,  Acmrcl  ingl  y  tJie  la  me  a pofllc  r  d!  s 
U>,  (1  CV*  xt*  a*,  4^*}  that  tfJ/tf  AJxkj  Ml 
d:^  nvnfrin  Chrbd  effr  that  arc  to  be  raiferi 
to  ficrnal  happinefs,  fiAl  be  w  ti i?  ;  and 

he  there  1  peaks  of  AAa>n  and  Cbrifi,  ihc 
firij  and  fecund  man  ;  at  if  no  other  nun  had 
liiCti  in  the  world  between  them  }  and,  all  a- 
h^c;  in  that  chapter,  he  lets  out  the  r:ic:i> 
h:aee:  of  thdr  public  ehara/W  artd  influence, 
thLv^h  to  contrary  dilvN,  orj  t holcilta:  fkiiul 
mi  dvr  th^m  for  a  further 

«wLou:t  of  tiii>  cov  cn^nt 'ConJiUaLiuJi,  aud  oi 


the  equity  of  it,  ferrron  ik*  and  fjvc- 

jfcc,  pn::iehixl  al 

t  TLt £ra€? ty  Cad  tiiTniIrt's  hUftrr  fawir; 
and  tht  jf//>  e/ the  iK'nctn  \\Jticfi  i.*  fwe- 

Jy  bdtouedon  many,  ;t^s  the  t rj£m  of  mere  fa¬ 
vour,  And  it  may  be  ahmvad  that  iUe  a- 
pofLle  ail*  (hetorro  m.;nj  jn  this  v<-rrct  and  hi 
\et ,  j  and  the  term  a/1  ww  in  ver,  iy,  pro- 
ipifeaouny*  Uutai  both  Uwli:  te;inv  areef- 


:n  nElii  ;,n  icripiiwe  ui;[i  a  ^rvtier  or  mote 
ritaiintfl  btitiidej  10  the  nature 

f  the  iiibjtrt  and  nr^iuvicnt,  (hc  the  nous 
11  JfcA-;  \r  j,  19,  and  1  Cn\  v.  1  jfr  bo  they 
he  taken  hi  th:-  ihvne  extent A  when 
i.ey  an:  appUnl  in  vci  fyS  to  til r  t/*d 
Le  hmjuv  df  the  tird  mid  jfrenn*!  Adam*  t'i*v 
Aw  pnui^imcc  irr  a;  true  ;n  Siwf,  that 

V  frrt  fr\fi  tf’iit j  upon  e\  cry  hidhnitiiul  of 
xrtft  n  tf  ilfr,  :n  v^r.  t 

k~  that  they  without  rxixptijn,  whc'htr 
athdlls,  :ijid  tirch  vs  he.tru  **f 

/nrid,  or  the  i:oti>:'ico;ly  iuiumou.'^ 
tnd  nn:diy  impenhcitt  itiH'-crs,  are,  or  Jh:d] 
ti.tde  or  eoiidi:oivd  i^r 
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on?  man,  Jefut 

Chrillt  hsi'h  a* 
hounded  unto 
marry* 


ltf  And  net  as 
it  nirij  by  one 
-that  finned,  Jb  ij 
the  gift;  for  t be 
}ud^::,cnt  Vffj  by 
one  to  tttfldcm na¬ 
tion;  but  the  free 

frift  fj  of  m.iny 

oflcaccs  unto  juf- 
4  Scut  ion. 


own  mere  grace*  through  this  feconti  glorious  man* 
even  Jdus  thrift,  has  in  its  abundant  virtue 

and  power' cowards  all  his  (piritual  feed,  and  in  giving 
them  greater  happinefs  than  they  loft  by  the  falls  whe* 
ther  they  be  Jews  or  Gentiles^  whofc  nature  he  aUumed* 
that  he  might  be  a  head  of  recovery  to  them,  and  who 
are,  abfclutely  fpeating,  a  great  multitude^  tvArVA  no 
man  can  number ,  of  all  'nations  ^  and  kindreds ^  and  people  t 

and  tongues^  (Rev*  vii*  y.) 

1 6  And,  as  co  the  extent  of  the  effects  of  thefe  two 
heads,  though  not  with  refpect  toihe  number  of  per¬ 
forms  that  come  under  them,  yet  with  rcfpefl  to  efficaci* 

vus influence^  thrreisthisfnnherhappy  difference)  vrhich 
redounds  to  the  honour  of  the  fecond  head,  that  the  free 
gift  of  God's  gfiice,  through  Jefus  Chiift,  is  not  barely 
a  remedy  anfwerable  to  the  mifehtef  of  the  firft  Ad&m% 
fin :  No,  it  is  much  more  than  this;  For  the  guiltand  judi¬ 
cial  feme  nee  that  patted  upon  all  mankind  to  ihcir 
condemnation  f,  was  on  account  of  one  fin,  which  he 
committed,  who,  though  a  tingle  perfon,  reprefeoted 
all  his  pofteriry  :  But  the  free  gift  of  God's  grace,  thro1 
the  obedience  and  tighteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  effectual, 
not  only  for  the  reraiffion  of  that  one  fin,  hut  alfo  of 
innumerable  other  perfonal  tranfgieffions,  whereby  fal¬ 
len  men  have  ftUt  more  and  more  revolted  from  God, 
and  highly  offended  him;  it  is  effectual  unto  their  com* 

piece 

NOTE. 


f  Cfitrddwxtifto  [Karity.ptujx)  Ifl  the  fame 
word  tl  nit  is  Tiled  for  ctnUffiTi^  Ih  >;  io  acr- 

util  at  =.p\  Rom.  viii,  i.  which  is  Hie  only 

pkre  Wfdcs,  where  it  is  found  in  all  the 
New  1  eftanjent*  And  as  (rjujua) 
w^f  properly  not  an  tft  of  mere 

foreman  ty,  ncr  the  natural  conietjncncc  of 
fin,  hut  a  ftntence'ori  its  atxowiL;  this 
foppnitfs  a.  law-rhari;^  of  guilt*  and  iuch  a 
cnrsccrri  in  the  fin,  as  inAct  it,  in  a  moral 
ifccfo*  tome  v.;y  oiirs* ;  other  wife  I  l £* 

how  the  pciui'  ihiicxcz  could  he  judicially 
and  ri^httopfiy  prortuurred  and  executed  in 
any  part  or  v-t  Upon  ail  Afom'%  feed ;  and 
tL-rtfo^  l .have  taken  into  the  conftruftion 
r!\t  ln*.±  ot  guilt,  as  ttdl  as«f  a  lau-ltruence : 
And  ns  judgment  hy  tot  (**  («f)  hem,  and 
{aisl  tv  i,d(J  fo  thv  nest  vrrkj  may  ifonify 
by  w  Jia%  as  well  aK  Jy  jpf  mj«,  t  have  incite 
atd  burh  tliWr  fcnfrs;  especially  finer  one  fin 
of  Atl'tw  is  ail  a)on^>f  fpokcu  of  in  the  lingular 
Humber ,  as  the  original  canfc  of  all  the  itii- 
ferieji  that  c«me  upon  his  pofterity  :  And  the 
jdjin  r^fbn  of  this  t*r  becau ft  the  covenant 

h^:i^  broken  T>y  his  futt  fin  ,he  thereupon  ttafod 
to  be  a  public  head?  and  f*>  his  after~finz  were 
r*ot  im pi ncd  to  his  oJf*pritig,  any  mw  than 
the  lins  oi  ihpj  i^wiedwte  parents  ThM^h 


fume  are  apt  to  think  too  li^hily*  and  even 
mate  a  jift  of  this  fin  of  Arinm7  and  to  cav;l 
at  the  jodieiaf  cr^tail  uf  death  and  evaded- un¬ 
tie*)  upon  hi*  pofterity,  only  Jvr  his  as 

^f/e*asthey  afitrt  iitdievcmfly  to  exprefs  u  : 
Yet  it  was  really  a  high  aggr<rutititot  inflcxd 
of  an  ahatement  of  his  guilt,  that  for  fafiKtj'l 
a  thing  as  caring  an  apple,  which  he  had  no 
oeeafion  for,  and  might  ciTily  have  ablUlned 
from,  he  would  ahufc  the  noble  liberty,  and 
moral  as  well  as  natural  power,,  God  had 
glvr-i Trim;  woohl  be  dillarii£edwith  hU  pre* 
fcnEltoly  aad  happy  Rato;  would  give  trcdil 
to  the  devil  rather  than  to  God,  and  foifpirg 
after  an  independency  on  fcinu  would  volur.- 
larily  rebel  again  ft,  and  ungratefully  fly  hi 
the  face  oT  the  fovereignty  and  aoth-iity* 
wifilom  and  gaodnsfs  of  tm  Maker,  who  h; 
dearly  knew  bad  himfdf  immediately  and  c\- 
preftly  forbid  his  caring  of  this  fruit,  mid  i,: 
this  only,  under  t]ic  rererdr  ppuluct,  as  lit 
eafiefl:  tell  of  his  obedience  that  Can  bu 
nedi  But  h  would  c^rry  me  beyond  the  *'♦* 
tote  of  my  prefent  work  to  go  into  a  park'- 
Jar  detail  of  the  great  hrinmifocf*  and  nuj'* 
rous ay ^ravatioD* of  thh complicated  tin:  :  : 
which,  foe  Ih  iricn  x*  vn  f.wii  anitraSiet.  .. 


Ch.  T. 
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17  For  if  by 
one  inW*Qlfcflct) 
d*^th  nijrncd  by 
ore ;  much  *iore 
theywhichrective 
abundance  of 
gf^ce,  and  of  the 
yift  of 

nefs,  fhult  rtj^n 

in  life  byorre,  Jc- 
fui  Chrift, 


»8  Therefore, 
Li  by  ihe  offence 
of  one  judgment 
time  upon  all 
nica  to  condem* 
nation : 


plete  difeharge  from  ^11  their  a&ual,  a*  well  as  origin 
ii a  1  guiit,  and  unto  their  entire  freedom  from  all  con¬ 
demnation*  and  full  jcceptance  with  God*  as  righteous, 
through  faith  in  this  great  Head  and  Ktdeemer* 

17  And  this  {hew*  the  different  nature  of  the  cffe£ts 
and  conferences  of  the  acts  of  thefe  two  public  heads, 
which  gives  us  the  moft  advantageous  view  of  Chiift, 
and  of  the  grace  of  God  in  him  :  For  if  by  the  provo¬ 
king  fall  (to  Mf*rT«ji£*ri)  of  one  man,  the  common  father 
and  head  of  the  whole  human  race,  death,  with  all  its 
terrible  attendants  and  conferences,  in  this  legal  man¬ 
ner,  invaded,  fubdued,  and  exercised  dominion  over 
them,  by  the  malignant  influence  which  is  derived  to 
them  from  that  one  man,  and  from  his  firft  (in ;  much 
more  may  we  be  fariefied,  from  God's  rejoicing  to.  ex* 
ercife  loving  kindnefs  in  the  earth,  that  all  thofc,  who 
by  faith  embrace,  clofe  with,  and  arc  made  partakers 
of  the  rich  abundance  of  his  favour  and  love  through 
Jefus  Chrift;  and  who,  fcnfiblc  of  their  own  unworthi* 
nefs,  accept  the  free  gift  of  bis  prrfcft,  everlatting,  and 
infinitely  meritorious  righteoufhefs,  unto  judilicatioa 
of  life,  £ vet *  18*  fee  the  note  on  chap.  i.  17.)  together 
with  all  the  overflowing  and  fuperabundant  blefliiigsthat 
are  purchafcd  by  it;  much  more,  I  fay,  may  we  be  af* 
fured,  that  aU  thefe  ih all  have  a  facred  freedonrfrom  the 
guilt  and  tyranny  of  fin,  and  a  noble  dominion  ever  it, 
in  a  fpiritual  life  of  grace  here;  and  (ball  triumph  over 
death  and  all  its  terrors,  together  with  every  other  ene¬ 
my,  in  3n  everiafiing  life  of  bleflTednefs  and  glory  hear- 
after;  and  this  they  {hall  do  by  one,  who  alone  is  the 
fecond  covenant-head,  even  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Saviour 
of  loft  finners* 

18  Therefore  to  return  to  whajt  has  been  already 
fuggefted  about  the  cntiance  of  fin  into  the  world,  [vcr. 
12.}  ami  Adam's  being  the  figure  of  him  that  was  to 
come,  (wr.  14,)  as  by  the  fall  {Sl'  rv<£  Taf-dS'TgjBant  )  of 
one  man,  jtdam>  whereby  rhe  great  and  holy  God  was 
highly  offended,  fin  broke  in  upon  the  whole  human 
race,  to  bring  them  under  afentence  of  law-condemna¬ 
tion. 


NOTE, 


*  The  apoflfe  having  fiidt  w.  u.  by 
’way  of  inference  from  t\>  foregoing  difeourfe* 
Where  fat  ai  by  one  man  fa  eutred  fata  the 
ntsrH  and  dt&W  h  fin  j  anrifi  fcaib  peji'a  up- 
tin  ail  men*  fa  that  &ll  have  faned  ;  and  ha¬ 
ting  in  the  five  following  verfes  proved  tins 
point,  and  represented  Jfdttm  as  a  of 

Ctarift  in  his  public  rapacity*  and  fhewn  how 

hi  the  of  the /*.■&#£  covenant  head  ex* 

ctxjs,  or  itreLvbes  beyond  the  fad  elfcdb  <jf 


the  frji ;  He*  in  this  ver 1c,  refutne*  ilie  ftrft 
branch  nf  the  compel  ifon,  whirl  i  was  thtrs 
laid  down  ;  and  adds  the  other  hrjitch  of  it, 
to  fhe*v  ;hc  fimilitnde  there  is  between  thc£c 
two  hcad*j  <vi:h  rtfpeft  to  the  irannci1  of 
conveying  their  rUflrrcnt  effefls ;  ard  h>  £ees 
pit  to  romjilcte  the  argiunen*  which  he  had 
left  iir  pcrlt^l  before*  Sec  the  ihird  note  cn 
\er,  <  i- 
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nation:  even  f" 
by  the  t  ■*-■■?'- 
f<ns  of  one,  ibt 
frrt  *jfi  .  **e 

cm  all  men  unto 
juii.&itbn  of 

He. 


tion  *f  which  expofed  them  ro  all  the  miferres  included 

in  th*  term  death,  and  made  them  children  qfwfath,  by 
nature,  one  as  well  as  another,  {Epb*  \u  3*)  in  as  much 
as  in  Adam  ail  died ,  {1  Can  xv.  22*) ;  even  fo,  juft  in 
the  fame  manner  of  conveyance  from  a  public  head,  by 
the  infinitely  per  ft- ft  and  worthy  obedience  and  fuffer- 
inps  of  one,  namely  Jefus  Chrift,  which  together  make 
up  the  co  mpletc  righceoufnefs  that  is  demanded  by  the 
broken  law,  in  order  to  the  juftificatioa  of  a  firmer,  the 
free  gift  of  God’s  grace,  in  making  over  this  righteouf* 
nefs,  with  all  the  Meltings  procured  by  it,  effeftually 
extends  to  nil  CbrifTe  fpi ritual  feed,  in  and  through 
him,  (fee  (he  note  on  ver -  15.)  even  to  all  men,  of  what 
nation  foever,  that  by  faith  receive  the  abundant  gra c et 
and  the  gift  of  right  eoufncfs  before  mentioned,  (ver.  17-) 
unto  their  entire  difcharge  from  guilt  and  condemns 
tion,  and  their  full  acceptance  with'God  to  eternal  life  : 
And  fo  both  thefc  difpenfatinns  (land  on  a  legal  foot, 
which  places  the  afts,  as  well  as  fuffie rings,  of  repre* 
fenntive?,  to  thofe  that  were  one  itilaw  with  them* 


iff  T*«r  as  by 
one  man4*  difn- 
bedirnee  many 
»er!  mjdc  fro* 
ocri;  fo  by  the 

obedi- 


jo  For  f  as,  on  one  hand,  by  the  imputation  of  one 
man's  aft  of  aggravated  di (obedience  to  God's  command 
in  earing  the  forbidden  fruit,  vaft  multitudes,  even  all 
his  natural  defeendenrs,  were  fubjefted  to  a  law-charge 
of  guilt,  and  fo  *ar*ea*vr*t)  were  judicially 

conftjtuted  hnners,  and  condemned  as  fucb,  and  there¬ 
by  brought  umter  the  pumfhmertt  of  a  depraved  nature, 
definite  of  righteoufnefs,  and  prone  to  all  fin;  they 
being  involved  with  their  covenant  head  and  reprefen- 


tative  in  his  crime  X :  So,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  im- 


W  O 

.  *  The  vord^  jutipneit  came,  ire  not  in 
tbc  original,  as  the  F-agBfit  reader  may  fre  by 
their  being  put  in "diffvrm:  chartttert.  And 
cotiftclcring  that  the  apofljc  here  refuirea  the 
argument,  lujitn  at  ver.  ti*  it  {Ltms  to  me, 
that  u'hac  ts  lacking  ii*  this  part  of  the  ien- 
teneej  nii^ht  he  more  jtiftly  and  properly  hU 
kd  up,  by  fop  plying  from  that  verfe,  Sh s 
rrt£iyjt  {xax£*ia  r,3fO*}  than  by  rating  the 

the  iVppVmei.ijjifr/igw.f*/  from  ver* 

I  ot  the  ivih  verie  in  the  purentheHs 

vhich  lyes  between  the  main  argument,  and 
only  judgment  %  and  not  judgment 

tjjnC}  is  lobe  Tound  even  there.  But  the 
/w  aI/A  I  he  Utter  jwrt  of  tlm  iS:h  verle, 

may  more  naturally  be  fiipplkd  from  ver*  rtf. 
htca^Je  whst  (he  apoftle  bad  there  been  fry* 
about  the  benefit  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
gave  a  fit  oecafion  for  hli  returning  10  this  fe¬ 
cund  me.ulM.Tof  the  companion  hxtifcctn  the 
t^vo  p*rhHc  heads. 

|  The  apoftlc’s  introducing  this  verfe  with 


potation 

T  E  $* 

the  cafual  particle  fvr>  (hews  that  he  u  here 
pm  ring  what  he  (aid  in  ihc  foregoing  verfe; 
which  he  doth  by  feuinj*  before  of  the  leg-J 
ground  of  that  condemrurion  which  is  the 
c ifcft  of  the  Aril  Adam's  fin,  and  of  that  Jul- 
tificatten,  which  is  the  eflett  of  the  rigbtc* 
ontoeft  of  Chrift ;  that  this  lyes  in  the  impu¬ 
tation  of  one*s  fin,  and  of  the  other1*  rigb- 
lenofnefa,  t©  aft  that  are  inelnded  in  each  of 
thole  covenant  bead*  or  rvprcfieotativcv  re- 
fprfttTcly*  But  ro  make  the  espreflions  in 
both  theft  verfei  of  one  and  the  fame  (igniti* 
cuion,  a*  they  do,  who  by  sratfr  fisa'rsJ 
here,  anderftand  Aih  jetted  to  death  by  ibe 
fcnteocc  of  God,  and  by  judgment  to  (SJt:- 
dtaJMJtPn,  ver.  itf.  under/ and  the  fcnicwc 
of  Condemnation,  is  to  expose  the  apoftk'i 
rea foning  to  the  utmoft  contempt;  es  if  he 
would  prove  idtm  per  i^n,  the  funt  thin; 

by  ItfcJf,  or  by  *nry  repeating  the  very  Attire 
id ci  in  other  words* 

\  Made  yFtfitrf rf  ^nd  made  rig^/cvm,  moil 

Le»ikc« 


Cfu  v. 
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(i>Kl];CT>CC  of  one 
(hiJ!  many  be 
■n^k  righteous* 


tt>  Moreover, 
the  Uw  entered 
that  the  orier.ee 
■ridil  aUwnil : 

But 


put  at  ion  of  the  perfect  and  glorious  a  ftive  as  well  as 
pafftvc  obedience*  of  one  eminent  Engle  perfon*  to  God 
and  his  law*  namely  of  Chrift  alone*  (hall  great  multi* 
ludes,  even  all  his  fpintual  feed*  be  judicially  confti* 
tuted  righteous,  *x**r*&m* and  be  juftified  as 

fuch,  through  faith  io  him,  [chap*  iih  22*)  and  ihall  be 
brought  under  a  holy  influence  to  flin&ify  their  naturc» 
in  virtue  of  his  righteoufiicfs  imputed  to  them  ;  they 
being  comprehended  in  this  fecond  covenant-head*  who 
went  through  this  obedience  unto  death*  as  their  re* 
prefentarive,  in  their  room  and  fie  ad- 

20  And  (J<)  in  procefs  of  time*  long  after  the  en* 
trance  of  fin  and  death*  (ver*  iz.)  the  Mofaic  law,  in* 
eluding  its  moral  parts*  was  introduced  by  fpecial  reve¬ 
lation  among  the  IfraeUtts;  not  that  they  might  be  juf- 
tified  by  it,  but  that,  by  its  difeovering  how  far  they 
fell  fhort  of  its  holy  requirements*  and  bow  their  native 
corruption  was  rather  irritated  than  fuppreffed*  by  the 
drift  holinefs  of  its  precepts*  and  the  feverity  of  its 
curfe,  they  might  fee  that  the  fall  (T*  **pa*™**}  of  their 
Grit  father  and  covenant-head  had*  by  its  malignant  ef- 
fefts*  made  the  power  of  fm  to  abound  in  them  +  *  and 

might 


NOTES. 


immediately'  relate  to  the  con&rrmatitn  and 

juffJ'A  ’itv/H  fpoken  of,  vcr.  ifl,  and  more 

remotely  to  dep ravtiy  at>d  *>  the  of¬ 

fers  am!  confix  tit oeci  of  the  fin  and  rlghre- 
:fut  tie  im puled  for  ccrdr  .trulion 
and  rui1ilk#(it\i :  ;>n<:  «J  whi'-h  retj-tt  d  titito 
d\&lh\  and  thrush  thco^ntrof  which  ?vaec 
remits  aar?  eira.il  J'.fc,  as  j>  osi'erved  rti  the 
wifidsrg  up  ol  iht  whole  ^redmenr,  ver  ar* 
But  in  whoever  fenfe  we  undtrfHnd  our  be¬ 
an j  nr.rde  /truer},  and  wade  righteouj 1  the  a* 
pnll!e  here  (peaks  of  it  a*  brou^lu  to  pafs, 
n=K  by  any  pcrjonal  ids  of  oar  own,  but  by* 

th?  dipreJvEft  ot  Auum,  and  the  <tbciin:ee  of 
Qirift*  This  is  too  plato  to  be  denied ;  and 
therefore  Lome,  to  fene  an  hypothecs,  would 
have  ii,  that  math  fijuttrs  fi  gmfies  only  made 
tiHtteL  or  fftbj;8edtQ  deeth,  by  the  fentcoce 
of  fed  :  But  though  *1ie  word  fittnery 
%'het)  occurs  UC4V  fifty  times  in  the  Ncw-Tcf- 
taiucnf,  1  cannot  find  that  it  is  ever  once  ufcM 
in  thu  fenfc ;  aud  the  apofffc,  at  the  head  of 
bis  argument  in  this  chapter,  vcr*  la.  evi¬ 
dent  Jy  dtflinguilfk:*  fin  from  deaths  By  oat 
mao  fin  entered  into  the  wWj  and  death  by 
ji*it  3tc.  Sin  is  the  cau/r  arid  death  the  ejfed; 
and  therefore  ft  utter  i  and  mortal  cannot  be 
meant  one  and  t lie  fame  thing,  especially  in 
a  dilcourfe  where  fin  and  death  had  been  fn 
accurately  diftingwthcri  at  the  very  beginning 
oi  it*  See  the  freond  note  on  rcr  i  a.  And 
how  abfurd  is  it  to  Juppofc,  uhh  a  hie  au¬ 
thor,  that  impenitent  (Unets  oT  mankind 


(ha 11  be  judicially  cott/i luted  rrghttomy  barely 
by  beittg  raifed  to  life  dgttin?  fluce  their  refor- 
reftinn  wifi  be  «  damfattfo*,  and  ever* 

iajliug  ee>vlcmptt  hi  oppohtion  to  a  ftlunce* 
cioo  /.  svcrtajjUg  A/e.  Dan.  xii.  a.  and  John 

Vh 

*  Astbc  apo(UenmtoubfedIy  meant,  that 
by  Adain  s  aH  ef  difobedtence  in  eating  the 
forbidden  fruit,  many  verr  wtadf  Ji utters  ;  So 
the  hcau;y  of  the  amithtfii  would,  in  gnat 
mcafurr,  he  |oi>,  if  we  were  not  to  fiippole 
that  he  in  eluded  the  is  welt  u  paHIvo 

ohtdicn>  c  of  Chrift,  both  of  which  were  in¬ 
deed  one  entire  courle  of  obedience  uato 
death,  (Phil,  iu  8*)  as  that,  by  which  many 
JbaU  it  made  righteous.  And  it  is  ohfcnreabk, 
ihat  being  made  or  conliitvted  firmer*,  is 
fpokvfl  of  at  ^hat  ad  mankind  already  verr, 
by  the  dilbbedicncc  of  Adam :  But  befcg 
made  or  confirmed  righteous,  by  the  obedU 
erce  of  ChrifV,  is  fpoken  of  as  a  future  be- 
iicfit,  which  jhall  take  place  upon  all  thnfb 
that  through  faith  come  under  him  as  their 
head  of  influence,  as  well  as  of  reprefim  ca¬ 
tion* 

f  God's  deficit  in  ftivlrig  the  law  was,  not 
lo  promote  (he  mercafe  of  fm,  or  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  ftnncr**  comnuttm^  it  \  hut  to  de- 
monOrjiu  the  horrible  evil  of  fin  in  a  ckir 
and  llrikiofr  and  io  lay  the  ennfrience 
under  ivmvi^tion  of  it,  end  tkst9 

in  Ibbf;rvicr,ce  lo  Ms  further  dt^n  of  diU 
rcco*um£nd]ng3  -and  fee  tug  off  Ms 

grace 


4*<> 

tat  where  iin 
•Wnd^d  !  grart 
did  much  moit 
dmmt: 
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it  That  t*  Go 
&ath  reigofj  u  nto 
drhth  >  even  fo 
might  grace  reign 
UuoDgh  iigMc- 
toUbcto  uolotftf* 

iuI 


might  be  the  more  deeply  imprefied  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
heinoufnefs  and  provocation  of  that  firll  fin,  and  of  all 
their  own  perfonal  traofgreffions,  which.  In  confe- 
quence  of  it,  and  under  its  influence,  they  had  wilful* 
ly  and  injurioufly  committed,  and  by  which  they  had 
pttftically  approved  of,  and  con  fen  ted  to,  Adam’s  aft 
of  difobedicncc.  But  fo  farprizing  and  endearing  are 
the  glorious  riches  of  divine  grace,  which  takes  its  mo¬ 
tives  and  arguments  from  itfelf,  and  proceeds  dircftly 
contrary  to  the  ill  deferts  of  the  creature,  that  among 
thoft,  in  whom  fin,  with  all  its  aggravations,  had  thus 
prevailed,  and  to  whom,  in  every  view,  it  had  thusap* 
ptrared  to  be  abominable,  and  head-ftrong,  and  defer* 
ving  of  condemn  at  ion  and  death,  the  free,  matchlefs  and 
fovereign  love  and  favour  of  God,  took  an  advantage,  in 
the  moil  illuftrious,  exten(ive,and  fuper-aboundmg  man* 
ncr,  to  exert  and  difpfay  itfelf  in  pardoning,  not  only 
that  firft  fin,  but  all  their  mul  iptied  aftual  tranfgref- 
fions,  (wr\  16,)  and  in  advancing  them  to  higher  hap* 
pinefs  than  they  loft  by  the  fall* 

21  And  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom,  has  taken  this 

method  to  fet  off  the  riches  and  the  freenefc  of  his  felf- 
moving  goodnefs  ami  mercy,  {*“)  to  the  end  that,  as 
im  *,  through  the  offence  of  tht  (irll  covenant^head, 
(ycr*  iy«}  had  in  a  tyrannical  manner  ufurped  the 
throne,  cxercifed  its  cruel  dominion,  and  gathered 
strength,  (till  more  and  more,  till  it  had  quite  matter¬ 
ed  the  whole  world,  and  bore  down  all  before  it,  unto 
the  renderiog  of  Jews^  as  well  as  G  entiles  y  dead  in  Gn, 
and  obnoxious,  not  only  to  temporal,  but  eternal  death, 
in  oppoGtion  to  eternal  life,  (fee  the  note  on  ver *  12,) 
and  unto  its  triumphing  in  their  deftruftion,  and  in 
death,  (w  m  eatfartj)  as  in  its  proper  territories :  Even  fo, 
on  the  contrary,  thd  riches  of  God’s  free  grace  might 
let  up  its  throne  on  the  ruins  of  fni,  and  might  triumph, 
like  a  glorious  and  fupeiior  foveretgn,  in  fwaying  its 
powerful,  mild,  and  holy  feepter,  in  pardoning  and 
fubduing  all  iniquity,  and  in  fpreadirg  abroad  the  blef- 
Gngs  of  falvarlon,  through  the  perfeft  and  infinitely  ex¬ 
cellent 


N  O 

grace  10  Chrid,  with  the  greater  advantage, 
that  the  fiw'cr  might  fee  hie  abfolute  need  of 
it,  and  might  be  brought  the  more  gladly  and 
heartily  ro  embrace  it,  amt  rejoice  in  it*  Whit 
the  apoftlc  fays,  chap,  vii,  7,— 10.  calls  a 
good  light  upon  thi*  p*tflige, 

*  Hots  fiv  and^rvJtY  are,  by  a  noMc  vign* 
tDui  pnfififiift  Utd  to  reijn,  as  if  they  were 
pcrfws  tha:  cxercifed  fovmign  dominion; 
ai  ic4ih  alio  ttjs  Kprcfcftted,  ycv.  14,  17, 


T  E  S. 

and  if  Jin  and  rigbtrovfiteft  are,  under  the  like 
figure,  in  the  following  chapter,  from  the 
mh  to  the  aoth  verfe^  And  gi*a£=  niguing 
b  rigetttufjiff},  mufl  relmc  to  rhciigti- 
leoufnefs  of  Cutiil,  and  1101  to  an)  ngh{a>nt- 
nef$  of  our  own :  Othcrwfc  then  would  he 
no  room  for  the  objection  that  follow*,  ih;p. 
*h  t.  Stall  tup  ctatinm  in  fin  tlmt  grate  j&gj 
thmud{ 


a». 
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ml  li't,  by  Jefn*  cdlent  rightcoufuefsj  ewn  the  obedience  and  fu  String* 
<Lhrift  our  Lord.  Gf  another  covenanMiead,  (wr*  i8,  jp.)  unto  a  reco¬ 
very  to  a  Ipiritual  life  of  comm  anion  with  God*  andde* 
Totednefe  to  him  here,  ami  unto  a  rtfurrcEHon  to*  and 
an  inheritance  of  cverlafting  life,  in  a  complete  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  him  hereafter,  by  the  Ipecial  and  tffc£ktial  me¬ 
diation  of  Jefus,  the  new  covenant  head  and  furetyj  in 
whom  all  of  us  that  believe,  whether  /m  or  G?ntitcsf 
have  a  peculiar  iateteft,  as  our  Lord  and  King,  who 
will  favc  us* 


KR  COLLECTIONS. 


What  a  happy  ft  ate  is  the  believer  brought  into  by  the  gofpel J  He  is  juflrfied 
through  faith  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  fiiall  be  faved  from  wrath  through  him, 
hy  whom  he  received  the  atonement  :  He  has  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
God,  and  free  accefs  into  a  ftate  of  grace,  in  which  he  frauds  with  humble  bold- 
jiefs*  and  cverlafting  continuance ;  and  may  glory  even  in  tribulations,  J3  they 
work  patience,  experience,  and  a  folirf  will-grounded  hope,  which  fhaJI  never 
make  him  afhamed,  becaufe  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  is  fhed  abroad  in  his  heart  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  winch  is  given  to  him :  Ami  he  may  now  joy  in  God*  as  his  own 
God,  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  rejoice  in  an  allured  hope  of  his  glory  * 
fmee  being  already  reconciled  to  God,  and  jnftifml  by  the  blood  of  a  crucified 
Chrift,  he  fit  all  mnft  certainly  be  f&ved  from  the  wrath  to  come  through  him-  O 
hnw  endearing,  mat  chiefs,  and  undeferved  is  the  love  of  God  !  Though  fcarcc 
a  aia n  can  be  found,  that  would  fay  down  his  life  for  the  mnft  excellent  and  ge¬ 
nerous  friend ;  yet  lb  amazing  is  the  love  of  God,  that  he  foil  his  own  Son,  who 
freely  came,  indue  fcafon,  to  undergo  the  worft  of  deaths  for  tinners,  and  to 
purchafe  all  their  beft  of  bltfliugs  for  them,  even  while  they  were  confide  red  as 
impotent,  enemies,  and  ungodly,  Alas  !  How  were  all  mankind  plunged  m to 
fin,  condemnation  t  aiuldealbt  by  the  apoftacy  of  their  firft  coven  ant*  head,  which 
involved  infants  in  guilt  and  ruin,  wVo  ft  after  and  die,  as  well  as  all  the  reft  of 
his  natural  offspring  !  Out  biefled  be  God  for  the  remedy  provided  in  the  fecund 
Adttut%  of  which  the  frtf  was  a  type  or  figure,  with  regard  to  the  public  capacity, 
in  wht-.rh  they  both,  by  covenant*  conftitutian,  reprefent  all  their  refpeflivc  feeds: 
By  this  recovering  head,  imputed  vtghreonfrefs  is  brought  in,  to  take  off  imputed 
fin :  Through  him  there  is  fabatiou  for  dying  infants,  on  the  foot  of  a  new  cove¬ 
nant,  and  for  all  adult  perfons  that  brittvc  in  him }  ail  his  fpiritual  feed,  of  what 
a^eor  nation  foever,  flsall  he  dtichargetl  from  original  guilt  and  condemnation* 
and  (hall  be  made  righteous  and  juft  i  tied  unto  eternal  life.  And,  O  how  much 
greater  and  more  efteftua),  are  the  blefiings  brought  in  by  Jefus  Chrift,  the  ft* 
cond  covenant* head,  to  all  that  hold  under  him,  than  the  loii  and  ruin,  that  are 
entailed  by  the  tirft  covenant -head,  on  all  that  ftand  under  him  !  Theft  mxy, 
and  fhall  be  retrieved,  with  refped  to  multitudes  of  the  fallen  race*  and  that  with  , 


of  God’s  free  and  overflowing  grace,  and  Ihall  reign  in  life  by  Jefus  Chrift  for 
ever*  And  what  an  end  earing  enchantment  of  this  free  favour*  is  it,  that  where 
fin  has  abounded,  as  it  eventually  hath,  and  appears  to  have  done,  by  means  of 
God's  righteous  and  holy  law;  grace  much  more  abounds  by  tUegofpel  !  And 
that  as  lin  hath  reigned  unto  death,  in  all  its  terrors,  relating  to  this  world 
and  the  next ;  fo  grace  reigns  with  unecotrou fable  I'ovmdgnty  and  power,  aod 
with  the  luighteft  glory  to  eternal  life,  by  Jeltis  Chrift  our  Lord  1  May  we  be 
humbled  under  a  fcnlc  of  our  guilt  and  ruin  by  sithvh**  fall  \  and  be  thank* 
fid  for  the  dr>or  of  hope  which  is  opened  in  Chrift  and  bis  righteoufiiefc  for 
the  worft  of Turners,  by  the  fuper-abm;ndirg  giMce  of  Gfd  1  And  may  wc 
take  heed  of  denying  imputed  Jin t  as  ever  ;vl*  ejcld  iivi  exclude  uurfrkis  from 
tl;c  benefit  of  imputed  rjgkicQufneft* 

c  h  a  r, 
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CHAP.  vr. 

b 

The  apqfile  having  efiablijbed  the  doSrine  yf  jufiif cation  by  the  free 
grace  of  God ,  through  the  nghteoufnrfs  of  Ghrijt ,  guards  again/  a 
licentious  abufe  of  its  by  jbewing  the  necefjtty  of  believers  dying  to  Jin  y 
and  living  to  God ;  becaufe  they  are  dead  to  the  Anu,  i*  2  Becaufe 
they  arc  obliged  to  alt  hdinefs  by  their  Chriftian  baptifm  and  union 
with  Ghrift%  3,-10*  *  Becaufe  they  arc  made  alive  to  God*  and  are 
freed  from  the  dominion  of finy  1 i, — 20*  And  becaufe  of  the  contrary 
fruits  and  ijfues  of  jin  and  holinefs *  one  of  which  is  deaths  and  the 

other  everiafling  life)  2i> — 23. 


Tc  IT. 

TTTHn  thill  we 
fay  then  ? 
Shall  we  continue 
in  CiQy  that  grace 
may  abound  t 


x  Cod  forhW : 

how  thaJl  vc  that 

we  deed  to  fin 

live 


Paraphrase. 

TF  j unification  depends  entirely  on  the  free  grace  of 
*  God;  through  the  imputation  of  Chrift’s  riglucouf- 
oefs;  and  if  where  fin  has  abounded  grace  much  more 
abounds*  as  has  been  argued,  (chap,  v*  17*— 2I-)  *  fome 

may  objeft,  and  fay,  What  is  the  confequeucc  of  ibis 
dn^rint?  Doth  it  not  lead  to  ail  licentioufncfs  ?  May 
we  not  take  occafion  from  hence  to  go  on  tn  a  courfeof 
fin*  anti  think  ourfelves  at  liberty  to  live,  and  even 
bound,  tn  the  commiiTion  of  it,  that  the  riches  of  free 
grace  may  be  the  mote  gloriouGy  exalted;  and  tUu flu¬ 
ted,  in  abundantly  pardoning  it? 

2  I  roundly  anfwer,  with  juft  abhorrence,  (*« 

No,  by  no  means  f  :  This  would  be  the  Yilell  abufe  of 
the  raoft  endearing  and  comfortable  truth,  diredly  con¬ 
trary  to  its  holy  nature  and  deftgn*  For  though  we 
cannot  be  jufUfied  by  any  of  our  own  works;  yet  how 
can  we,  who  profefs  and  are  obliged  to  die  unto  fin, 
and  who  are  really  mortified  in  our  affections  to  it,  as 

to 


NOT 

*  This  mfe  it  evidently  brought  in  as  an 
objection  to  what  the  apoflie  had  delivered 
•bout  the  judifiotlon  of  belief  in<>  Jrwj,  as 
wdl  as  intfeljr  by  the  rich  dfouud- 

Itigt  of  fw  and  uoddVrved  grace,  through 

tlw  tightcwjfndi  of  Clirifl,  in  the  foregoing 
difeourfe,  and  particularly  at  the  dofc  of  the 
hft  chapter,  which  undoubtedly  refers  to 
one  as  well  a*  the  other/  And  therefore 
the  defign  of  this  chapter,  which  contains  a 
large  anfWcr  to  that  objeftion,  is  not  10  be 
confined  co  Gmtiir  Ctiriflian^  especially  ft  nee 
the  anfwcr  is  equally  applicable  so  the  fUre  of 
4/i  believers,  and  the  npolUc  elf  along  in* 
tlud«  bijnfeifi  and  fince  (he  objection  was 
tnore  likely  to  be  made  by  the  Jew  than  the 

f  The  olijcflion  rhit  carnal  minds  are 
tutors  Hy  apt  to  make  againft  jufliGcition  by 
Qod*s  K^cr,  through  the  ri^Mtonfnds  of 
Chrift,  i*  not  to  be  iiifwtrcd  hy  allowing 
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that  our  own  tightest]  fnefi  is  to  be  joined  in 
part  with  his  to  j  unify  us  *  for,  on  tbit  fup* 
portion,  there  would  be  no  room  for  the  ob¬ 
jection  :  But  it  is  to  he  an  fat  red  by  (hewing, 
as  the  apoflkdoth,  the  indifpenfi^k  nectlTi.y 
of  pcrfotial  holincfc,  on  other  atenunu,  ia 
tltcm  that  are  and  the  k)fc]NirjliJt 

eooncfUon  that  is  fi&rd,  by  the  onHiwion  of 
God  in  the  gofpd,  between  theft  (hio^, 
without  blending  them  together,  or  con* 
founding  one  with  the  other.  While  (litre* 
fore  we,  after  the  a  poll  1/s  eta  to  pie*  adhere 
ftrlfHy  ro  the  doffrincs  cf  grace,  ar.d  gc:ir»l 
in  this  manner  again  ft  the  abufe  cf  rhevsi,  v.c 
miy  k  Jztiificd  that  our  doftrrne  U  the  ijinc, 
and  fully  anfwers  the  fame  objofttfit,  with 
hi* :  And  white  wc  keep  both  thcic  points  in 
view,  in  our  dealing!  with  Cod,  and  walk*n£ 
in  ncu  nds  of  Ufa  before  Mm,  rc  nerd  not 
fear  a  oufcajriagc  io  our  way  cu  heavec. 
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Ucc  any  longer 

therein  ? 


^  Know  ye  not* 
th-:t  to  many  of 
U:  if  «xrc  bap¬ 
tize:!  into  Jtfit* 
ChMt  were  bap¬ 
tized  into  bis 
dea;h  ? 


4  Therefore  we 
arc  buried  with 
him  by  baptifm 
into  death;  that* 

like 


to  the  word  of  evils*  in  cafe  wc  be  fincere  believers  ; 
How,  1  fay,  in  any  confidence  with  out  date  and  cha- 
ratter,  aud  with  a  ftnfe  of  duty  and  gratitude;  or  with 
what  confcience,  hope,  or  peace,  can  fetch,  as  we  are, 
go  on  any  longer  in  a  courfe  of  fin*  or  allow  ourfelves 
in  the  pra&ice  of  any  known  iniquity  ?  it  h  roonfiroufly 
ahfurd  to  fuppofe  fuch  a  thing. 

3  For  the  mortijic  at  forty  together  with  the  remilfiotk 
of  fins#  was  fignified  and  Tea  ted  in  our  Chriftian  bap- 
tifm  :  Do  ye  not  underftand  the  meaning  and  obligation 
of  this  folemn  ordinance?  Is  it  nor,  that  as  many  of  us 
as  have  been  baptized  with  water  into  the  faith,  profef- 
(ion,  and  obedience  of  Chrift,  by  his  authority,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  bis  inftitution ;  and  as  many  of  us  as,  cor¬ 
respondent  thereunto,  have  been  effectually  planted  in¬ 
to  Chrift*  (wr.  5O  or  united  with  him  as.  members  i>f 
his  my  ft  Seal  body,  were  baptized  into  a  conformity  to 
his  death,  and  imo  communion  with  him  in  the  bene¬ 
fits  purchafed  by  it,  unto  the  crucifying  of  fin  ?  And 
were  we  not  thereby  brought  under  foedrat  obligations 
to  fall  in  with  his  great  defign  in  dying,  which  was  to 
redeem  us  from  all  iniquity,  {Tit.  ii.  14.) 

4  Therefore,  to  lead  you  fliit  further  into  this  argu¬ 
ment,  we  are  not  only  obliged  by  our  baptifm  to  be  con¬ 
formable  to  ChrilVa  death  in  the  crucifixion  of  fin ;  but 
likewtfc  to  his  burial  *  in  giving  plain  proofs,  with  con¬ 
tinuance, 
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*  As  the  ordinance  of  baptifm  fctro*  plain¬ 
ly  to  be  fow: times  rtprtfeotd  by  fyrirrktitig 
*>r  ft&riKg  water  ;  particularly  when  Cod 
is  &d  to  frvt  et  by  tbt  Mfafiusg  sf  rtgtntrtt* 
u&d  r(*rtifif2g  of  ;bt  itotj  Ch oj?*  wbkb 
fa  QttJ  tm  us  nbundtHtly  through  Jefus  Cbrlfi 
tar  SavtotTi  (Tit,  iu,  j,  6*  and  ice  the  note 
on  Matth:  Hi*  5.)  So  fame  hare  thought  that 
k  it  here  mentioned  with  an  alluffuD  to  the 
laying  of  a  body  under  water,  and  yet,  that 
even  this  more  naturally  alludes  to  the  throw¬ 
ing  of  earth  upon  the  dead  corpfe,  in  which 
the  bodris  entirely  piilhe,  and  not  at  at!  ac¬ 
tive  tn  going  down  into  tin  grave*  than  to 
pluming  it  into  the  earth*  However,  were 
we  to  Jtjmii  that  the  tfpoflfc,  in  this  place* 
allude*  to  dipping;  the  molt,  l  think,  ue 
Can  gather  from  the  whole  is,  that  biiptifiu 
was  fometimes  ad  m  unite  red  in  one  of  thde 
ways  *fid  furoctimw  in  the  ocher ;  and  that 
k  cannot  be  fad  of  any  of  thde  particular 
modes,  that  it  fa  cficntial  to  this  ordinance ; 
and  therefore  it  U  piry  that  there  ibtwld  be 
fuch  >irm  contentions  as  have  iToubicd  the 
church  of  ChriH*  about  Ca  little  and  fo  rfHpti- 
table  a  thing  ai  the  external  mode  of  in  ad- 
miiiidmton,  Bur,  after  all,  1  am  very 

9>Uwh  of  opinion  wiib  Mr  Hwyt  or  luicoi:* 


tinuator  X>r  Evans*  who*  in  the  expoftifoa 
ot  th:s  pafTtgc,  fays*  t(  Why  this  burying  m 
w  haptifm  Inould  io  much  as  allgdc  to  ^ny 
**  cuftomof  dipping  under  water  in  hap* 
w  tifm*  more  rh*n  nut  hap  tifm  a  I  crud- 
u  fiulon  and  death  ihjuhJ  have  any  tbcJ>  re* 
rt  fwewt,  I  Conftfs  I  e^niqpt  ft  is 

4t  plan  that  it  is  not  the  fign,  but  the  thing 
u  fignified  iu  baptifm,  that  the  spotlit  here 
44  calls  being  burie-4  with  ChriA;  and  the  ex* 
“  prcflifin  o'  burying  alludes  to  Chii(t*t  bq- 
**  rial :  As  Chrilf  was  buried,  that  he  might 
4t  Hfe  to  a  new  -nd  more  heavenly  Ufa ;  t>o 
w  vc  are  in  haplifo  buried,  L  f.  cutoff  frwm 
“  the  life  of  fin,  that  we  may  rife  arafo  to  a 
**  new  life  in  faith  and  love*”  And  others 
have  thought  that  the  rdcrcncc  u  only  to 
(he  benefits  of  JpixiEuil  baptifm*  and  dm  no¬ 
thing  can  be  concluded  u]>out  die  external 
mode  of  bapt^fm  from  this  yeric  more  than 
from  tht;  next*  uhich  (peak*  of  our  bt-iog 
liicre*n  fvir.hollicrfj.'y  ttanted  tvgetfar  in  ifa 
fifaritji  cf  C 'faifi's  iifjfiji  or  tl'jn  from  Ihc 
f#*rsof  h*::jh:  fjvizg  tit,  as  reprefeuted  by 
tiie  floating  of  Nteb'z  ark,  when  th^  few 
tint  were  fti  it  wrrr  fitvt J  by  vratrr*  i  I'ct. 
ae*  a  r*  Bitt  no  mode  of  biptum  cau  be  fig- 
nllfci  by  cither  of  tlicfi;. 


4M 

like  as  Chnft  vas 
railed  up  fran 
the  dad  by  the 
gjory  of  thi  fa¬ 
ther,  <tren  lb  vc 
alib  Huiuld  walk 
in  jtnvncft  of 

fife* 


5  For  if  ve 
hare  been  plant* 
fd  together  in  the 

(ikeneTt  of  hit 
dntbf  we  fb^U  be 
M>  id  tb*  hbenefi 
Of  to  rcfrrrec- 

tkfri 


€  Knowing  this, 

that 
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tinuance,  that  we  are  really  dead  to  it,  in  order  to  our 
hairing  communion  with  him  alfo  in  his  life  ;  that  as 
Chrift’a  human  body  was  quickned  and  railed  again 
from  the  dead,  by  the  glorious  operation  of  God  the 
Father,  as  well  as  by  his  own  power;  and  for  demon* 
ftrating  that  he  had  glorified  his  Father  upon  earth,  by 
hb  obedience  unto  death,  arid  was  going  to  be  glorified 
with,  ami  by  him,  and  to  live  to  his  glory  in  heaven  *: 
even  fo,  in  refemblance  of  Chrift,  and  by  virtue  deri¬ 
ved  from  him,  as  our  living  bead,  we  alfo,  being  quick- 
ned  to  a  Spiritual  and  heavenly  life,  ihould  walk  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  our  con  vtr  fact  on,  with  freedom,  con* 
Raney,  and  progrefiivenefs,  iu  all  boly  obedience,  with 
new  principles,  motives,  and  ends,  and  by  a  new  rule 
to  tbe  praifc  and  glory  of  God,  as  thofc  tbit,  by  hie  al* 
mighty  power  and  grace,  are  made  alive  to  him. 

5  For  if,  as  is  fignified  by  baptifm,  we  have  been  in* 
deed  in  like  manner  incorporated  with  Chrift,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  fame  body  with  their  head  f  or  have  been 
jointly  fet  into  him,  like  branches  into  the  vine,  or  a 
cion  into  the  Rock,  by  vital  union  with  him,  for  a  par* 
ticipationof  fuch  virtue  from  him,  as  makes  us  conform* 
able  to  his  death,  in  a  fepa  ration  between  our  fouls  and 
fin,  as  there  was  between  his  foul  and  body :  We  frail 
alfo,  by  being  thus  grafred  into  him,  be  formed  into 
the  (tmiiitude  of  his  rifen  Rate;  and  fo  ftiall  not  only 
have  fcllowfhip  with  bim  in  his  fufferings  and  death, 
but  likewife  in  the  quicktung  power  of  his  re furreftion, 
{FinL  iii.  to.)  to  enable  os  to  live  continually,  after  fats 
H  tenets,  m  ail  holinefs  to  God  here,  till  we  come  to 
live,  foul^uid  body,  with  the  rifen  Saviour,  in  all  his 
glory  for  ever  hereafter. 

6  This  we,  who  are  true  believers,  may  be  well  af* 
fared  of,  to  our  comfort  and  hope  j  becaufe  we  know, 
and  believe,  {ver*  8  }  upon  the  principles  of  the  gofpel* 
revelation,  that  the  corruption  of  nature,  which  works 
with  fubtilty,  and  fpreads  through  all  the  members  of 
our  bodies^  and  faculties  of  our  fouls,  and  is  as  antient 
as  our  beings,  yea  as  the  fall  of  Adam*  from  whom  it 
is  derived ;  but  which  is  already  broken  in  its  flrength, 
and  daily  inclining  in  the  believer’s  foul,  and  Hands  op* 
pqfed  to  that  new  nature  which  we  are  made  partakers 

of 


NOTES. 

*  For  by  the  JtUry  (Ita.  r*e  JoO<c)  fow  rpitinojily  lignifcs  by. 
vokiM  rad  to  ik  as  the  phtife  {$t&  .  J  Ptsnud  twtthtr*  t)  miy  relate 

Jo£nf)  fe  rendered  fn  4  Peh  i.  5.  And  this  either  to  all  believers  being  ingnltrd  in* 
feafe  feems  moft  agreeable  to  the  following  to  Ohrid;  or  to  ihetr  bdns  juUuly  united 
context,  and  to  the  Uft  cJaule  of  the  verje  gtfber  ulUi  bifii,  as  Um ii  head)  or  floci*  or 
before  us  ;  tbonef]  it  nuA  be  eu-iipj  that  the  ro-t  of  fttpjpjf. 
prapoEdoa  with  a  geturiv*  cafe,  mufi 


h. 

tliit  oar  old  naan 
h  crucified  with 
fin,  that  the 
body  of  Go  night 
br^ellroyed,^ 
herircforih  we 
Qwtjld  not  Grrve 
Sul 


y  For  he  that 
!>  dei t\  is  freed 
from  Go, 


■9  Now  if  we 
he  dead  with 
Clir>flp  wc  be- 
Fevctluf  we  lhatl 
i ho  tire  with 

lim  s 


0  Knott  Lop  that 
C;nft  ,  being 
raiicii  fnxn  the 
dead,  dicih  no 
jAqu'-i  death  hath 

no 
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of  by  regenerating  grace  :  W  e  know,  I  fay,  that  what 
on  thefc  accounts  may  be  called  our  eld  man,  as  It  dwells 
in  us,  is  mortally  wounded,  in  order  to  its  gradually 
languiflung,  till  it  (hall  utterly  expire,  in  conformity  to 
Cbrift’s  body  baring  been  crucified  unto  death  i  and  by 
the  merit  and  efficacy  of  his  crucifixion,  as  our  Head 
and  Redeemer:  He  having  died  for  this  very  end  and 
pur  pofc,  that  the  whole  frame  of  indwelling  Gn,  together 
with  all  its  ftrength  and  activity  in  all  its  parts  and  mem¬ 
bers,  may  be  gradually,  amt  yet  violently  mortified  and 
fubdued,  till  it  be  utterly  deftroyed ;  that  we  from  this 
time  forward  may  never  willingly  yield  ourfelves  up  to 
its  inclinations  and  influence,  and  ferve  its  interefts  and 
defigns,  as  if  it  were  Hill  to  have  the  rule  and  dominion 
over  us  $  but  may  die  unto  fin,  and  live  unco  righte- 
oufoeCs.  ( 1  Pet.,  ii.  24*) 

7  For  he  that  is  thus  dead  to  the  love  and  reign  of 
fin,  and  in  conformity  to  bis  crucified  head  and  Saviour, ■ 
and  to  tbe  defign  and  obligation  of  his  death,  and  by 
virtue  derived  from  it,  (SJwshh.)  i$  legally  acquitted 
from  any  further  claim  that  this  tyrant  might  pretend 
to  have  to  his  obediencp ;  yea,  be  is  actually  let  at  li¬ 
berty  from  its  domineering  power  and  command  over 
him,  and  is  delivered  from  all  allowed  inclinations  and 
defires  to  ferve  it ;  as  is  the  cafe  of  thofis  that  have  died 
out  of  the  Ter  vice  of  their  former  lords  and  mailers,  to 
have  been  willingly  tranfmitted  from  theirs,  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  another  and  better  lord, 

8  Now,  to  argue  a  little  upon  this  point,  if  we  are 
fo  far  partakers  of  virtue  from  Chrifl,  by  our  union  to 
Mm,  as  to  have  communion  with  him,  and  referable 
him,  in  his  death,  by  aur  bciiig  effe&ually  dead  to  fin) 
we  are  fully  perfuaded,  upon  tbe  mod  rational  and  di¬ 
vinely  affined  grounds,  ( ver .  n.  and  chip.  viii.  13.  and 
2  Tim.  ii.  11.)  that  we  dull  partake  of  like  influence 
from  him,  to  engage  and  enable  us  to  live  a  fpiritual, 
holy,  and  heavenly  life  here,  after  bis  example,  and  as 
thofe  that  are  quickened  together  with  him,  {Epb.  ii* 
5.}  till  we  {hall  be  raifed  to  an  immortal  life  of  blefled- 
nefs  and  glory,  to  dwell  with  our  living  head  in  a  fu¬ 
ture  Hate  of  all  prrfcftion  and  delights  for  ever. 

9  Jhiswcsre  fully  fiitisfied  in,  upon  the  foot  of 
conformity  to  him,  as  knowing  that  the  referred! ion  of 
Chrifl,  our  public  head  of  righteoufnefs  and  influence, 
is  for  eternity)  fo  that  he  will  never  die  again,  or  re¬ 
turn  to  a  mortal  life,  like  that  which  he  had  before  up¬ 
on  earth,  as  others  have  done,  that  were  raifed  to  a 
temporal  life,  by  Elijah  and  £’i/&af  and  by  himfelf  and 

his 
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no  more  domi 
ntuB  over  him* 


10  Porinthat 
lie  died,  he  died 
onto  tin  once  : 
hut  in  that  he 
livc;h,  he  livrth 
onto  God* 


his  apofties.  No,  death  and  mortality  neither  have, 
nor  ever  ihall  have*  the  lead  power  over  him  again  any 
more  than  if  he  had  never  lived  a  frail  life  in  this  world 
at  all,  and  had  never  died  out  of  it ;  hut  he,  whonw 
deadt  is  now  alive  %  and ,  behdd7  be  lives  for  evermore. 
{Rev*  i*  18-) 

10  For,  as  to  his  death  on  the  crofs,  to  take  away  the 
power,  as  well  as  the  guilt  and  punishment  of  fin,  by 
the  fecrifice  of  himfelf  * ;  this  was  fo  effectual  to  anfwef 
its  end,  that  he  has  no  need  of  dying,  nor  will  die 
again  for  that  purpofc,  {Heb*  ix*  26,  *8*)i  but,  as  to  hrs 
life,  which  he  is  rifen  to,  it  is  all  heavenly,  immortal, 
and  divine,  above  the  reach  of  fm  and  death  ;  and  is  all 
to  the  glory  of  God,  which  is  illuftrioufly  difplayed  in 
his  rcfurre&ion,  and  is  more  and  more  advanced  by  all 
that  be  doth,  as  our  rifen  and  exalted  head  and  Saviour, 
in  heaven* 

11  Even  fo,  to  apply  this  to  your  own  particular 
cafe  f,  Do  ye  alfo,  who  believe,  judge  and  acccmot 
yourfelvcs,  as  ye  ought,  upon  mature  confident  ion,  to 
be  in  like  manner,  entirely,  utterly,  and  everlaftingly 

dead  to  fin  once  for  all,  by  virtue  of  your  union  and 
communion  with  your  once-crucified  Redeemer,  and 
in  conformity  to  bim*  who  demands  it,  and  has  pur* 
chafed  and  gives  grace  for  it ;  fo  as  never  to  ferve  fm 
more,  nor  ever  to  have  any  fellowlhip  with  the  unfruit¬ 
ful 

NOTES* 

•  To  fry,  with  feme,  that  Chrift's  dying  as  (honld  ftcure  the  went;  ib  that  JinfiwJd 

r  r _ _  L*  _  aL_a.  *1 _ _ i_lI  i  _ 


it  Lifcewilc 

reckon  ye  alfo 
yourfrfvcF  to  be 

dead  indeed  unto 
fin  -  but  alivtun- 

Xo 


iofitt  fignineshU  dying,  that  them  might  be 
no  fin  in  him,  is  to  fuppofc  that  It:  had  On 
in  biro  before,  or  ar  Icaft  was  liable  to  it, 
which  can  icarcc  be  excutd  frntivbbfpheiuy. 

f  Here  the  ape  file  liters  the  form  of  ad* 
draft-  He  ell  along;  in  the  foregoing  veries, 
bad  been  laying  down  printipki*  in  a  categ^ 
riealor  alEmutve  ftlle,  that  carry  obl^ga- 
tints  to  holinefi,  and  qualify  for  it  -  And 
thoft  expofitor*  exceedingly  ftrain  the  rule*  of 
gi am  roar,  torture  his  exptriCo^,  and  weaken 
the  force  of  his  argument,  who  would  turn 
his  affcriions  in  ser.  5,  8.  which  ar<  cquiva- 
lent  to  promt  fa  of  what  true  belie ven  paH  he , 
into  dceUrjitwi  of  what  with 

refpoft  to  their  fikentfe  to  Cbnjt  in  his  re  fur* 
rtSion,  and  to  their  living  with  ilm*  But,  in 
this  and  the  three  following  verfts*  he  plainly 
goes  into  the  Exhortative  form,  upon  tl*c  prin¬ 
ciples  before  laid  down,  10  Ihcw  what  good 
Improvement  they  ought  to  make  of  theft 
rich  advantages  for  dying  toyfr,  znd  It  tang  to 
Cod;  and  Hwn  in  ver-  14.  he  enforce*  theft 
exhortations,  by  a  (hiring  them  that,  acord- 
ing  to  the  well  ordered  provilkm*  of  the  co¬ 
venant  of  grace,  they  mould  have  fuch  aids 
and  siE  [tellers  to  Invigorate  their  endeavours* 


ntfhavt  dorrimen  over  them:  And,  upon  this 
bottom,  he  proceeds  to  fun  her  re:.i™iiig* 
and  exhortation*  to  take  *  if  the  force  of  the 
objrfttoni  as  if  they  might  give  way  to  fro, 
fiff  were  not  under  t!e  evt  nsjcr 
grWt  w*  15,  &r  Now  all  this  will  appear 
to  l*c  a  very  ecmfutcnr  avd  nervous  thread  of 

reafoning,  if  we  ewfider  theft  prar^Ucs  and 

exhortations,  as  directed  to  (he  body  of  ere* 
dibly  pn  felling  believers,  whom  the  apoftle 
looked  upon  in  the  judgcnc-ui  uf  ruirhir,  to 
be  roily  whit  they  pmfifTni  to  be;  though 
Ibme  of  them  might  he  only  in  name  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  what  others  of  them  were  m  truth: 
Pur  the  tihrt.ititAS  were  given  as  proper 
means  of  ftinhig  up  r heir  diligent  attention, 
and  ©nfcientiouj  regard  to  ike  mtpt;o»cd 
duties*  that  they  might  cstne  into  God's  way 
of  performing  hi*  piomifts,  am!  ntifht  tvi- 
dence  tbrmftlves  to  be  indeed  intertfted  in 
thetn;  and  rite  pmjrzjts  wercftvjn  to  encou^ 
rage  their  utmost  tempts,  in  depend 
divine  grace,  for  aim  ply  log  with  I  he  vxhor# 
ta'ions ;  fmc*  fne  p-nmifes  were  to  be  ful¬ 
filled  ody  :n  a  rnahoi  worthy  cf  God,  to 
them  that  (bould  prove  to  he  true  believer  t» 
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to  God  threngh 

]db i  Chrift  cur 
Lord* 


11  Let  not  fin 
dicreftKC  r^n  in 

fiiutni«na|  body, 
(hi!  yt  fhould  o- 
bcyil  m  ibt  lufil 
thereof, 


I  j  Neither 
xlJ  ye  yout 
meriihcTt  u  in* 
ftruments  of  un- 
^ghteouffitfs  un¬ 
to  fm :  but  yield 
frnirfcLvetf  unto 
God  t  a*  thofe 
tbar  are  alive 
from  the  dead  ; 

and  ynur  mcm- 

bets  as  ro¬ 
dents 


ful  works  of  darknefs :  But,  on  the  contrary}  look  op* 
on  yonrfelves  to  be  fpiritually  alive,  in  your  hearts  and 
affections,  towards  every  thing  that  is  holy  and  heaven¬ 
ly,  in  refemblance  of  your  rifen  and  exalted  Head ;  that 
ye  may  love,  ferve,  and  glorify  God,  In  thought,  word, 
and  deed,  as  being  quiclcned  with  a  new  principle  of 
fu  per  natural  life,  which  is  communicated  from  Jcfus 
Chrift,  youi  Lord  and  mine,  who  lives,  as  well  as  died 
for  os. 

12  As  ever  therefore  ye  would  ad  up  to  the  privilege, 
dignity,  and  duty  of  your  Chriftian  ftate  aud  character, 
and  would  prove  yourfrives  to  be  what  ye  make  a  pro* 
feffion  of,  take  heed  that  fin  never  enthrone  irfelf  in 
your  corruptible  bodies,  which,  with  all  their  plea fu res 
and  enjoyments,  will  loon  die  ;  and  that  ye  never  em¬ 
ploy  them  in  its  fervice  for  executing  its  vile  deftgns  : 
Though  they  be  liable  to  death  by  reafon  of  fin  *,  as 
ChriiPs  body  once  was,  that  he  might  make  atonement 
for  it;  and  though  they  be  not  yet  delivered  from  the 
power  of  death,  as  his  rifen  and  glorified  body  now  is; 
yet,  as  they  are  freed  from  the  dominion  of  fin,  (ver, 
7.}  do  not  fubjeCk  yourfelves  again  to  its  hateful  tyranny, 
lo  as  to  yield  a  voluntary  obedience  to  the  corrupt  defires 
and  foli citations  of  the  flelh,  which  (till  remain  in  you 

13  Nor  do  ye,  at  any  time,  voluntarily  give  up  the 
members  of  your  bodies,  fuch  as  your  hands  or  feet, 
your  eyes,  tongues,  or  ears  J ;  nor  the  affeCliors  of 
your  louls,  fuch  as  your  love  and  hatred,  hope  and 
fear,  to  be  unjuftly  employed,  as.  (“**)  military  wea¬ 
pons  for  ferving  the  caufeof  fin,  and  gratifying  its  per- 
verfe  inclinations,  as  if  that  were  the  lord  which  ought 
to  reign  over  you:  But,  on  the  contrary,  preftnt  your 
whole  felves,  foul  and  body,  {chip.  xii.  1.)  and  all  that 
ye  are,  and  have,  with  full  confetti,  and  without  re¬ 
fer  vc,  to  God,- through  Jefus  Chrift,  as  your  rightful 
and  only  Sovereign,  to  whom  all  obedience  is  due ;  that 
ye  may  therein  aCl  like  thofe  who  are  indeed  quick  tied 
from  the  death  of  fin  to  the  life  of  righteoufnei’s,  by  the 
regenerating  Spirit }  and  fo  may  cheerfully  yield  up  all 


N  o  T  E  & 

*  The  Iran*  here  to  he  (liled  mortal,  3-»»t4i  uiun  caumt)  and  not  to  Jin,  (*  x/uts- 
jji  corrdpondeoa  to  vhar  had  been  in  tm)  or  m  u 

the  preceding  ?crlei  abtnrt  CbriAkt  haying  \  TJie  are  to  the  foul  what  It^i 

died,  anj  arm*  are  to  the  body,  for  motion  3 net 

t  The  tshertatWn,  ^rA  fin  til  iht  &fh  tAton,  arid  fo  may,  in  a  metaphorical  ibitir, 
ihtwft  (tangly  infuniMe,  that  there  vert  be  called  its  wnnfon  !icre>  and  in  vcr.  ip,  zs 
fiili  fi*m<  working]  of  it  in  believer*  them-  alfo  m  vii,  5 ,13.  And  a^thefe  ailivc 

would  be  lb,  at  lof^f  a*  they  IViuld  powers  of  live  fool  are  to  Irf  employed 
tf  ml  time  to  be  monai f  111 d  in  the  drifts  thereof  fin,  and  for  God,  1  think  (hey  may  he  inclo- 

rcAnt  by  rhe  gen-  dedio  the  apofiL's  mewing.  Set  the  OOt* 

far  i«  the  Crrd,  tomrwursai  Mn  {**  on  chap,  vii- 

You  III.  t  U  d 
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meins  of  nj»h- 
tio^fncfs  umo 
God. 


t .%  For  fm 
not  have  domi¬ 
nion  over  yon : 
for  yc  we*  not 
imriui’  the  hwT 
hut  under  grace. 


»5  What  then: 
flisjl  «  fin,  l:e- 

CJttli:  we  u\c  r.ot 

under  the  hwt 

uut 


the  members  of  your  bodies*  and  aSeftions  of  your  tools* 
which  arc  bis,  (i  Cor*  vi,  20.}  as  weapons  to  be  nfed 
in  a  juft  and  righteous  manner  for  God,  and  devoted 
to  his  fervice,  according  to  his  commandments,  and 
bis  right,  tn  your  war  againft  fin. 

J4  For  if  ye  really  are  what  ye  profefs  to  be,  it  is 
certain,  that  though,  while  ye  continue  io  this  imper¬ 
fect  mortal  ftate,  the  corruption  of  narure  will  work 
and  ftrive  for  the  mattery  in  you  \  and  may  trouble  and 
perplex  you,  anil  fometimes  furpnie  and  wound  you, 
and  biing  you  into  an  unwilling  captivity,  ( chap *  vii. 
a^J  yet  it  (ball  never  gain  your  approbation  and  full 
confent,  nor  recover  an  allowed  jnd  uncontrolled  power, 
.or  lord  it  over  yon:  For  your  (landing  is  removed  from 
under  the  jirjl  to  the  fecund  covenant-head,  which  have 
been  fpoken  of  at  large,  {chap*  v.  14, — af.)  5  and  foyc 
ate  not  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  (fee  the 
note  on  chap*  vii*  4*}  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  i:$ 
tenor ;  nor  under  its  terrors,  and  bondage  frame  of  fpirir, 
in  obeying  it,  which  fieveteiy  forbids,  and  condemns  for 
every  fin,  and  yet  affords  no  effectual  ojfifiancc  againft 
it,  ^ny  more  than  a  pardon  of  it :  But  ye  are  under  the 
covenant  of  grace,  which  contains  unchangeable  pro- 
mtfes,  and  never-failing  fprmgs  of  ftrength,  affiftaucr, 
am!  prcFcrvation  from  utter  apoftacy,  and  generous  fi¬ 
lial  motives  to  alt  obedience,  as  well  as  free  forgivcods 
of  all  your  difaliowed  (ins,  through  the  blood  of  Chritt; 
and  ye  arc  under  the  dominion  of  the  gratuitous  favour 
and  lore  of  God,  which  reigns  through  rightcaufnefs  un¬ 
to  eternal  life%  {chap*  v.  2f-)  and  are  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  that  principle  of  grac^  whereby  he  bus  put  his 
new  covenant  fear  into  your  hearts,  to  keep  down  the 
dominion  of  fin,  and  to  prevent  your  totally  and  finally 
departing  from  him.  {Jer*  rsxih  40*) 

15  What!  Shall  any  of  us*  then  (till  have  recourfe 
to,  and  hang  upon  the  objcQion  which  the  enemies  ci 
the  grace  of  God  make,  and  which  has  been  already 
put,  and  anfwered,  (v*t\  i,  &c.)  ?  ot  Hull  we  take  00 
cafion,  from  this  encouraging  and  important  do&rinc, 
to  allow  ourfdves  in  any  lin,  or  go  on  in  the  practice 
of  it,  bccaufe  we  are  no  longer  under  the  law,  as  a 

covenant  of  works,  but  are  under  the  fur&and  wdl-or- 

■* 

dcred  covenant  of  grace,  which  pure  us  under  the  do- 
minion  of  God’s  free  favour  f,  that  wc  may  live  und^r 

the 


K  °  T  E. 

|  As  grace  mavIiffmiV ,  ekhi*r  rrreiw**  apprehend  iharthc  fr/l.nt  them  U  prim-.** 

%?*'**>  W  Cod’s  five  to  lis,  or  (he  pally  Intended,  ur.  flnr  hrinjj  tiiWfjr  th^ 

pri  uupi r  if?  which  is  *toO£  ht  in  us*l  have  tttvtxaxt  ef  {  rach  which  mdikLc*,  ortcccti- 

taken  sit  the  lit  fenies  mro  the  iiiterpiviiCoii  rij  j  infer*  aft  the  rcJU 
Liu*  and  iheprctt&ttg  vcril*;  though  I 
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*  j 

f  bat  under  grace  ? 
i  Cud  forbid. 


t  1 6  Know  ye 
'  Jtot ,  That ,  to 
j  vbnm  ye  yield 
I  your fclves  fcr  - 
1  mt*  obey , 

1  hi*  Jcrvanti  ye 

4 n  to  whom  Je 

obey  ;  whether 
*  ^ 

of  lie  unto  deaths 
w  of  obcdichce 
who  riahtcouf- 


1  7  Rut  God 
fee  flunked,  that 
re  vftft  the  fee* 

^atsoffin;  but 
yt  obeyed, 
from  the  heart 
llui  form  of 
doArioe  which 

vai 


i 


the  power  of  that  gracious  principle,  which  lie,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  promife,  irifufes  into  us  ?  Far  be  it  from,  us 
(?**  twit*)  to  entertain  fuch  an  abominable  thought,  fa 

dire£tly  contrary  to  the  perfections  of  God*  and  the 
whole  deGgn  of  his  gofpc],  ami  fo  in  confident  with  our 
own  being  Under  grace.  (See  the  note  on  ver*  2.) 

ifi  Surely  ye  cannot  be  ignorant,  that,  in  rhj  very 
nature  of  things,  whatever  lord  or  mafteryc  willingly, 
deliberately,  and  with  prevailing  bent  of  heart,  furr.'H* 
der,  or  give  up  yourfelves  unto,  as  fervanta  to  tlu  his 
will  dnd  obey  his  commands,  his  proper  fenmnts  ye  in 
fa£l  arc,  to  whom  yefo  voluntarily  let  out,  or  fell  your- 
felves  and  yield  obedience  -f :  And  this  is  applicable  in 
the  p refen t  cafe,  whether  your  obedience  be  ro  fin,  that 
cruel  tyrant,  whofc  femce  deferves,  tends  to,  and  iffucsr 
in  death  and  ruin  here,  and  for  ever;  or  whether  it  be 
to  holinefs,  by  the  obedience  of  faith,  for  bringing  forth 
fruits  rff  righteoufnefs  to  God,  to  promerte  bis  imcreic 
and  glory,  and  agreeable  to  bis  nature  ami  will,  which 
lead  the  way  to  eternal  life,  ( ver *  21,— *23.);  y.e  cannot 
divide  your  ebofen  ferviccs  between  two  mch  opp^iite 
matters,  as  our  Lord  himfelf  has  told  us,  {Mat  vi.  ^4,) 
17  But  blefled  be  Cod  that,  as  your  holy  profidfi  'n 

declares,  and  it  is  meet  for  me  to  think  iff  you  it 
can  only  be  faid,  with  refpe£t  to  the  Time  pnjl7  .ii*t  ye 
willingly  embarked  In  the  fervice  of  fin,  to  hav-  v"uC 
converfatien  in  tlx  h*fis  of  the /h'/bf  and  futfi  the  d*jlr,:s 
of  the  and  of  the  mind ,  ( Eph *  ii*  3*);  But  by  the 
efficacious  power  of  his  grace, which  has  mide  a  thorough 
change  upon  your  whole  fouls,  ye,  who  formerly  were 
the  voluntary  fervanrs  of  fin,  have  noiv,  no:  feiguediy, 
in  pretence  and  profeffion  only,  not  merely  in  external 
behaviour  and  appearance j  but  fiiiccndy,  ddibci\ift!yf 
freely,  and  refolvedly,  as  from  your  very  hearts  X*  yield¬ 
ed  chearful  obedience  to  the  authority  of  God,  in  the 
evangelical  doctrines  and  commands,  which  have  been 

commy- 


K  O  T 

|  In"  this  aid  die  following  mfetj  the 
iptiWc  Eludes  to  it  ftimtnoft  and  well-known 
cultam  in  ihuft  tuyst  ufirh  regard  to  flayer  or 
ic;vaitu,  that  were  the  property  of  ihcir  maf- 
l<rs  who,  at  their  plcafurc,  either  kept  them 
U*t  li\ct  or  terned  them  over  to  another  aif- 
er,  or  made  tliem  free- 
f  The  apotfk's  faying?  *  i&vc  i&ejeJ 

fr:v  the  heart*  in  opposition  To  wh&t  inry 
h^d  formerly  done,  when  they  were  the  fer~ 
t/  ftUj  give*  Mi  a  ktj  TO  his  whole  diU 
c  auric  alxxit  lie  fcrvkr  of  and  the  fir  ttitv 

tf  rijrpitcufkffi  ;  and  (hews  that  kvc  are  to  un¬ 
derhand  him,  ss  freaking  all  along  in  this 


E  S. 

chapter  of  a  vthtattfj  nrj  pa¬ 

tron  fo  that  forced  *7j:J  wrwuii«  *  tspji-jy  ro 
llic  bw  of  fin  in  hU  mcft*l>cr»t  wloeh  he 
fpeaksorchap.  v  (Sea:  l\  c 

There  on  Vkir.  14.)  Aee^rdusgb'  Ui  ihiK 


w  m  ■  ■  *•  t  -  a 

jjuj f  thrift  ws  a;  /erwxtj  to  i-i-ey  itT  weli 
their  attirM^iLila  lining  the 
Jo  G*d  3Q;1  holin^is ;  ^nd  odk  rh?  ftrvicc  of 
fin,  «hryht*  it  :k  the  iufl i  of  their  ci^rtaj.  body, 

yct.  ii,  1 i£i  1  ij* 

1)  d  a 
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vis  delivered 
Job, 


1$  Being  then 

ftttidc  free  from 

fm,  ye  became 
the  fervsivu  of 
|lghuoufat& 


tq  1  fpesk  af¬ 
ter  the  manner  of 
men,  became  of 
the  infirmity  of 
ymirflcA:  for  as 
ye  have  yielded 
your  members 
Servants  to  un- 
dcaiincli  and  to 
iniquity,  unto 
iniquity ; 


communicated  io  you  by  Chrift  and  us,  his  apoIUes,  and 
hare  been  imprrifcd  upon  you  by  the  attending  open*  * 
lions  of  his  Spirit;  yea,  into  the  aery  form  and  image 
of  which  ye  have  beta  call,  by  a  divine  energy,  as  in- 
to  a  mould,  which  has  left  the  print  of  its  amiable  linea¬ 
ments  upon  you,  that  ye  might  be  exactly  conformable 
to  it,  as  wax  is  to  the  leal,  or  as  coin  is  to  the  die,  line 
anfwering  to  line  (f'f «  ar^iWvn 

1 8  And  (J*)  being,  in  this  happy  and  effcftuil  man* 
ner,  fet  at  liberty  from  the  dominion  and  lordfliip  of 
Jin,  whofe  odious  form  is  hereby  obliterated,  whoferule 
and  tyranny  are  hereby  defeated,  and  whofe  power  and 
intereft,  in  the  will,  aJFe&fons,  and  conversation,  are 
hereby  deftroyed ;  ye  became  the  devoted  and  willing 
fervants  of  true  holinefs,  in  conformity  to  the  righteous 
will  and  law  of  God,  which  henceforward  has  the  rule 
and  command  over  you,  as  a  governing  principle  with* 
,iu  you  ;  and  has  enthroned  hie  If,  like  an  acknowledged 
and  rightful  fovereign,  in  your  hearts* 

19  I  reptefent  thefe  things  in  fuch  comparative  forms 
of  fpeech,  as  are  familiarly  known  and  plainly  under* 
flood  among  men,  in  the  cafe  of  matters  and  fervants ; 
it  being  a  common  praftice,  efpecially  among  you,  Rc- 
manst  for  fervants  to  change  matters,  and  to  pay  as 
cheerful  fervtce  to  the  taft  as  to  the  firft  :  And  I  choofe 
to  make  ufe  of  thefe  ft  rang  and  lively  figures,  that  I 
may  the  better  accommodate  myfeif  to  your  capacities; 
becaufe  of  your  imperfeft  ways  of  conceiving  fpiritual 
things,  by  reafon  of  the  enfeebling  remainder  of  corrupt 
tion  in  you  *,  and  of  your  receiving  ideas  more  eafily 
by  fenfible  obfervation  and  experience,  than  by  any  o- 
ther  means,  while  ye  are  in  the  body :  For,  if  ye  reflect 
on  the  force  and  tendency  of  the  fimiiUude  I  have  been 
uling,  ye  may  caftly  obfcrve,  that  as  formerly,  in  the 
days  of  your  unregeneracy,  ye  refig ned  and  employed 
the  various  members 'of  your  bodies,  and  aJFeftions  of 
your  fouls,  (fee  the  note  on  ver -  13*)  in  voluntarily  fer- 
ving  the  molt  tyrannical  and  en Having  lords,  fuch  as  the 
principles  and  habits  of  uncleannefs  f,  unrigbteoufnefs, 

and 


H  o  't  E  8. 

*  Fiifi  in  tM*  may  relate,  cither  part  of  this  fcmeoce,  may  t»  confidercd  as  ‘ 

to  the  remaming  <*rruptiw  of  boman  natttrtt  the  lords  and  mailers  to  which  they  had 
Which  i,  often  called)!^,  and  has  enfeebled  yielded  thcmfrlve*,  aufimafclc  io  the  turn 
the  powers  of  the  mind  ;  or  u  may  be  taken  and  drift  of  all  the  foregoing  difeouries  and 
f<)r  the  waft  of  fefi  which  chiefly  tompUei  their yu&£uj(  tbnnfctvu  Wsntqij  in  the  ht* 
(lie  hunuri  body,  and  is  the  oraas  of  fcnfa-  ter  part  of  the  fcn  fence,  if  laid  io  be  siifs  wi* 
lion,  aud  the  mcanij  which  we  are  fo  much  jfcrfjfy  et  works  of  iniquity  arc  i^z  ferviect 
« W  to,  that  we  find  a  difficulty  in  forming  which  they  had  performed  to  thole  matter* ; 
cimccprimijj  that  have  no  affinity  with  if,  or  And  in  t be  facie  manner  we  nij  underttanii 
aflifttnee  from  it,  ,  ^  their  bring  a  ftcrvardi  jfrr  *kjs/j  io  rigkiteojttfs 

t  Uxdca/t^tfp  aud  ini^o:iyi  in  the  former  otsio  boOnsfu 


Cb.  vL 

inanity ;  ewi  fo 
1%0W  yield  your 
member*  fcrvan  ts 
to  riffhtcoiifncft, 
uctoWinef*. 


The 


4 a* 


to  For  when 

yt  were  the  fcr* 
i  iftti  of  linf  ye 
>trc  St «  from 
jightcouChciV* 


it  WhU  fruit 
lad  ye  then  to 
thofe  thinp  j 
whereof  ye  arc 
Dt>#  alhdoaeJi  for 

the 


-2nd  uugodlineft,  which  have  rated  and  reigned  over  you 
by  your  own  confcntj  and  as  ye  bare  gone  on  in  all 
manner  of  abominations  to  the  increafing  of  iniquity, 
and  making  yoorfelrcs  more  and  more  guilty,  vile,  and 
roiferable,  by  adding  fin  to  fin :  Even  fo,  being  now 
brought  into  a  ftate  of  grace,  and  having  changed  mat¬ 
ters,  think  how  fit,  how  worthy,  jail,  and  reasonable  it 
is,  that  ye  ftiould  aft  up  to  the  dignity,  obligation,  and 
fanftity  of  your  new  chdrafter  and  relation,  by  yielding 
up  all  the  members  of  your  bodies,  and  all  your  powers 
and  faculties,  without  refer ve,  as  fervants  to  an  oppofite 
and  raoft  excellent  Mailer,  even  to  righteoufneft;  unto 
the  bringing  forth  of  the  genuine  fruits  of  holinefs,  which 
are  by  Jefus  Chrifl  to  the  praife  and  gloty  of  God,  that 
ye  may  be  more  and  more  holy  and  fruitful  in  every 
good  word  and  work,  by  henceforth  doing  more  for  God 
than  ye  have  ever  heretofore  done  in  the  fcrvice  nf  fin. 

20  For  while  ye  were  the  willing  fervants  of  (in,  de¬ 
voted  to  its  intereils,  and  entirely  under  its  power  and 
dominion,  by  a  cbofen  fubjeftion  to  it,  ye  were  not  un¬ 
der  tbc  rule  and  government  of  principles  of  righreouf- 
nefc ;  but  were  wholly  (hungers,  and  difaifefted  to  it, 
and  did  not  maintain  a  fenfe  of  your  obligations  to  re¬ 
gard  it,  but  rather  neglefted  and  oppofrd  it,  and  plea- 
fed  yourfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  having  call  off  the 
holy  reftralnts  which  it  would  have  laid  upon  you  f  : 
But  how  much  foever  ye  might  imagine  yourfelves  to  be 
free  in  that  condition,  ye  were  in  reality  the  mod  mi- 
ferableand  abjeft  Haves,  as  a  little  ferious  rejection  may 
fatisfy  you, 

at  \M  me  then  afk  you,  what  real  profit,  honour, 
or  pleafure,  did  ye  find,  or  could  ye  expeft,  in  your 
'  former  finfulcourfes,  even  while  ye  were  purfuing  them, 
and  indulging  yourfelves  in  them?  Were  they  not  at¬ 
tended  with  remoife,  defilement  and  reproach,  trouble 
and  difappointment,  iofs  and  mifehief  to  yourfelves  ? 
and  did  they  not  leave  a  fling  hehind  them  ?  Could  ye 
ever  refieft,  with  any  fatisfaftion,  or  peace,  upon  thofe 
abominable  crimes,  for  which  ye  are  now  iultly  filled 
with  bofy  confufion,  felf-abafement  a  nd  fliame,  in  e- 
very  review  of  them  as  things  that  were  fooliih,  and 
unworthy  in  themfelves,  and  highly  ungrateful,  offrn- 

iive, 

T  E. 

arc  imronuNc  and  eternal :  But  it  intimates* 
that,  while  tltey  wore  ihc  Jemnty  of  Go, 
they,  iit  die  pr^riol  fenfe  of  their  aua 
minds  vkk  at  Uiit  covcttttlU,  wiih 
to  Clod  iind  tsolinj.iV;  and  did  not  rr^rdthc 
boadj  which  by  upon  them  to  be  holy. 


NO 

f  Trtr  fnm  It  not  mcmiooH 

u  n  privilege,  hm  m  the  mifay  of  their  na¬ 
tural  line  j  fur  that  fort  of  liberty  was  reJI  j 
the  vorA  of  luvtry,  though  they  might  "not 
[hivnk  it  ibf  vjiih  they  cho&  to  be  under  it  : 

doth  it  Ggniiy  that  I  hey  mere  <Ufch5r^ed 
Hqiu  oblig^iuitf  to  ;  fur  thefc 
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the  end  nf  tboJc 
is  tkich* 


li  Eut  rnw  be- 
in  ir  made  free 

o 

frooi  i"if)t  and  Ih:- 
rmne  to 

Cm)  ,  ye  have 

Ttnir  fruit  imio 

* 

hoiiBcfs,  and  the 

OtJ 

hi  x  l  "  J  ® 


five,  and  di  (honour  able  to  God  ?  Were  they  not  all  un* 
fruitful  works  of  darknefs  ?  {Epb*  v.  n.)  they  certain¬ 
ly  were:  For  the  dire£t  tendency,  and  due  defert  of 
tbofe  evil  prafiices,  as  ye  now  well  know,  and  cannot 
but  own,  were  nothing  left  than  detraction  and  death, 
temporal  and  eternal;  and  they  would  certainly  have 
jflued  in  the  worftof  all  mi  ferns,  that  are  a  deprivation 
of,  and  ftand  in  oppofttion  to  ever]  a  fling  life,  {yer*  22-) 
had  not  God,  in  the  greatnefe  of  his  coonpaflion,  pre¬ 
vented  it,  by  turning  you  from  all  your  iniquities  to 
himfelf,  through  a  Redeemer* 

22  Hut  now  the  cafe  is  happily  altered  with  you,  whe, 
by  the  mighty  power,  and  abounding  grace  of  God,  are 
brought  under  another  head  and  covenant,  and  under 
the  dominion  of  other  principles:  Being  now  fet  at  li- 
berry  from  the  love  and  liking,  reign  and  tyranny,  as 
well  as  from  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  thereby  re  ft  o red  to  the 
tmeft  and  noblelt  freedom  ;  and  being  made  the  willing 
and  obedient  fen? ants  of  the  great  and  blefled  God, 
which  is  your  hjgheft  hupour  and  advantage;  ye  bring 
forth,  ami  reap  a  better,  a  more  excellent  and  delight¬ 
ful  fort  of  fruir,  the  very  bed  that  can  be,  in  the  renew* 
cd  courfe  of  your  lives,  which  tends  unto,  and  produ¬ 
ces  evangelical  holmeft,  with  growing  increases  of  it, 
in  this  world ;  and  the  final  iflue  and  perfeiYion  6f  which 
is  no  lefs  than  eternal  glory*  and  bleflcdnefs,  free  from 
all  remainder  of  fin,  fhame,  or  farrow*  in  the  world  to 


1 }  T\> r  ihc  wa- 

£f&ufhu  ti  death; 
ti}"  gif;  of 
'  ;  God 


come* 


23  For  all  the  wages  which  fin  pays,  as  the  natural, 
juft,  and  proper  rccompencc*  that  is  due  for  the  drud¬ 
gery  fuftained  in  doing  its  work,  and  is  allotted  to  its 
fervauts  by  ihe  holy  law  of  God,  is  the  worft  imagi¬ 
nable  ;  even  that  dreadful  and  miferablt  death,  which  is 


not  only  a  feparation  of  foul  and  body,  but  an  utter  ex¬ 
clusion  from,  and  Hands  dire£Uy  op  pok'd  unto,  all  the 
blcfiediiefs  of  eterml  life ;  This  U  the  punifhment  which 
all  and  every  fin  dtferyes  ;  and  this,  like  the  hire  of  fol¬ 
ders,  (*!«:«)  which  is  paid  in  victuals  for  the  toils,  hard¬ 
ships*  am!  dangers  of  war,  that  they  undergo  in  the 
fervice  of  their  lords,  is  all  the  food,  and  all  the  rewaid, 
that  the  firmer  lhall  ever  have  from  that  cruel  tyrant* 
But,  cn  the  contrary,  the  free  gift  which  proceeds 

NOTE, 

?  The  n&t&nl  antithefis  to  the  moves  ef fiay  ted  gift  of  grarc}  withqfut  any  worthimfs  la 
wottll  have  breji  the  -wsjaj  t*f  rigSfevtfoefft  us  in  intitle  11s  to  it ;  and  the  opportune, 
or  holineft,  had  It  been  co/ifiQcnt  with  truth ;  that,  in  this  and  the  preceding  verfe,  \$ 
But  in  it  cad  of  1  hat ,  w  ages  a^d  j-fls  are  here  made  between  death  and  eternal  Eft*  i hew* 
dppofed;  one  to  the  other  *  hcesnfc,  though  th*t  ihe  death,  which  U  the  fruit  of  fin,' 
death  i *thoj:*JI  rrircrd  of  the  fervicc  done  ufcaui  that  which  Is  etentalf  u  well  u  that 
for  iia  ;  yet  ctcvn^I  life  is  merely  the  W  temporal 


CknJ  is  -eternal 

Jifc,  through 
far.  Chijft  oor 
Lord. 
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merely  from  the  giace  or  God,  without  the  leafl  regaid, 
yea*  in  opposition  to  any  mcm  or  defert  in  us*  ii  in¬ 
finitely  advjtttogtuus;  It  ts  no  lefs  tnan  an  eveihlling 
life  of  the  higheft  honour  and  felicity*  in  the  immediate 
prefence*  and  complete  enjoyment  of*  and  conformity 
to  the  ever  glorious.  Gcd,  through  the  righteotifudsumi 
mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift*  in  whom  we*  that  believe* 
have  a  Awe  uitereft ;  whom  we  own*  honour,  love,  and 
ferve  j  and  whom  we  humbly  claim  and  depend  upon* 
as  our  Lord  and  iijviour. 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

r 

How  grotindlefs  and  injurious  are  all  ch-irj;c.>of  licentioufntfe  cm  the  doctrine 
of  i  unification  alone  by  the  free  grace  of  Cod*  through  the  rghtcoufu^ft  of 
C-irift  !  Though  no  good  works  of  our  own  lie.ir  any  pjtt  in  oar  juftifiermon 


was  Eignified  by  it,  and  is  anfwcrable  to  it ;  would  be  abfolntdy  i  neon  Li  tic  nt  with 
our  character,  privilege*  and  duty,  as  lumbers  of  Chvj ft,  that  have  communion 


v  v  r  r 

tver  of  thefe  we  wittingly  yield  ourfelve*  up  mito,  tkai  is  the  Lord  that  rule* 
ever  us.  We  all  once  were  the  Servants  of  iniquity,  as  appeared  bv  our  chu- 
Eii*c  its  workr*  obeying  Its  dictates  and  taking  plcafnre  hi  viola' in;'  every 
bond  to  hoiitwfs  ;  But,  blcfltd  be  God*  true  belkvm  are  moulded  tn:o  tr,c 
fpirit  of  the  golpcl,  which*  under  divine  influence,  has  a  Tran,  fo ruling  eftieacy 
upon  them  ;  they  arc  fet  at  liberty  front  the  conunandtug  power  of  fiu ;  they 
Late  and  abhor  it,  and  by  no  means  approve  of  it,  in  any  jnAanec  whatfoe* 
ver;  and  they  are  become,  in  their  very  hearts*  fervaufo  to  God  rind  ri^iuc- 
ouuiciV*  How  concerned  then  ihtudd  ivvy  he,  to  live  under  a  coiidant  frnv  of 
what  Wongs  tu  therr  flates  as  Chriltv.ua  :  They  Jhonld  reckon  ihcvifrlvtv  to 
be  uitirtTy  dead  to  fin,  as  thofc  that  have  nothing  m*>rc  to  do  \\  i  h  i:  ;  but 
alive  to  God  through  Jefus  {.Thrift  our  Lord  :  Though  fiu  fciH  remains,  and  rj 
ftrivmg  for  the  mattery  m  them,  they  fhonh!  never  give  way  to  its  clhirrs  ;  b;:t 
yield  up  their  whole  lelv^s*  body  and  foid,  to  the  Lord.  And  now  great  are 
tluir  inducements  and  jtfjituutvs,  to  quit  the  ilrrxroffm  Per  the  Arv:cc  of 
Gi»d  !  Though  they  are  fUA  under  the  law  as  a  nde  of  life,  they  are  not  ntiuer 
i*  as  a  fevere  and  in  i  practicable  covenant,  nor  under  its  curie;  but  art; 
under  the  covenant  of  grace*  which  contains  the  llrougvit  lecurilics  :us*!-  A 
fin's  recovering  t\s  douimion  over  them;  and  they  arc  fretd  from  the  iirca-iiid 
lordfhip  of  htip  VYliat  fnrit  has  any  tme  ever  Auu,d,  worth  li** vs cvf ,  in  its 
and  works,  even  while  he  was  tcuphivol  Li  ii'vm  l  They  ;.re  :naiwv  r,l  »*■; 
greaieft  ftjatue,  and  l heir  j«A  wages  are  :di  mifriics  unto  vtcrud  d-'ittu  But 
there  is  a  prdcist  pica  Pure  iti  the  wwyz  of  UJ'iicf:  :  and  it:5  h.topy  b  Vc  is  evo- 
laftiug  lift,  rot  indeed  as  the  of  i.\.f.!dh,  b;:t  iis  the  i;kiv  gilt 
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CHAP,  VJL 

The  apojlh  Jbews  that  believers  are  not  under  the  taw*  as  a  covenant  j 
but  are  married  to  Chrift ,  that  they  may  bring  forth  fruit  unto  Cod* 
as  a  further  argument  againjl  jin ,  and  for  boHntfs*  I, — 6.  Sets 
forth  the  life  and  excellence  of  the  law*  in  other  views  of  if,  though 
it  be  not  fujficient  to  remove  the  guilt*  or  mofter  the  power  <f  Jin* 
7, — 13.  And  defcribei  the  fpiritual  conjliQs  between  corruption  and 

grace  in  a  believer's  heart*  14,— 25* 


Text. 
yc  ont* 
.  brcibicdi  (fpir 
V  (peak  to  then 
that  know  the 
lawt)howtharthe 
law  hath  (U)itii- 
oiao  over  a  n»au 
as  long  nc  he  li* 
Y*hl 


%  For  the  wo- 
IiuQ  which  hath 
an  husband  U 
traued  hy  the 
Jaw  to  btr  huf- 

a 

hand  fo  long  as 
he  live:h  bm  It 
the  hudund  he 
Az\6  t  <bc  is  loo  Jed 
from  the  Jaw  of 
her  husband* 


3  So  then  if 
while  her  hu£ 
hand  Itveth  Hie  be 
married  to  ino- 
i«u  man,  (ht  (hall 
U:  tailed  art  adul* 
tcrefs :  but  if  her 
hc(fe*od  be  dead, 
/he  \t  tree  from 
that  Lw;  Jb  that 
"  1  Ihc 


Paraphrase* 

T  ET  me  now  a  little  further  argue  the  point,  parti* 
^  cularly  with  thofc  of  you  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift, 
that  have  been  converted  from  among  the  Jews  *,  re¬ 
relating  to  your  deliverance  from  the  law-covenant, 
(chap,  vu  14,  fire,)  in  fuph  a  manner  as  frees  you  from 
the  dominion  of  fin,  that  ye  may  live  unto  God  3  for  I 
would  now  add  refs  myfelf  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  tboXe 
that  are  acquainted  with  the  Jaw  given  by  Mofc?*  and 
fo  may  the  more  readily  apprehend  what  1  am  going  to 
fay.  Are  ye  not  well  fatisfied,  that* the  authority  of  the 
law  continues,  and  is  binding  to  a  man,  as  long  as, 
and  no  longer  than,  he  lives  under  it,  and  fo  Rands  re¬ 
lated  to  it  1  Ye  furely  cannot  be  ignorant  of  lo  plain  a 
truth- as  this* 

2  Fof  to  illuftrate  the  matter  by  a  known  and  fami* 
liar  inftance,  it  is  undeniably  plain,  that  a  married  wo* 
man  is  tied  and  continues  under  obligation  to  her  huf- 
hand,  by  the  law  of  wedlock,  which  efhblifhes  the  re¬ 
lation  between  them  all  the  days  of  his  life,  or  till 
death  (hall  part  them  :  But  if  her  hofband  dies,  the  re¬ 
lation  ceafe$  between  them,  and  (he  is  difebarged  from 
the  law,  which,  in  the  nature  of  a  covenant^  bound  her 
to  her  hufband;  fo  that  he  has  no  longer  any  light  to 
her,  nor  is  (he  tinder  any  further  obligation  to  him* 

3  From  hence  it  plainly  follows,  that  if  (he  were  to 
be  married  to  any  other  ipan  during  her  lawful  hufi- 
band's  life,  (he  would  be  juft  Jy  deemed  an  ad  alter  eft,  as 
having  broke  the  covpnanr-contisft  that  was  between 
them,  and  hound  her  to  btin,  and  him  only:  But  if 
her  hufband  were  dead,  there  would  be  an  end  of  the 
umion,  and  confrqucntly  of  the  marriage~bond  which 
ried  her  fo  him }  lo  that  (he  would  not  be  guilty  of 

,  a.  '  '  .  **** 


D 

*  The  apeftlc  hew  directs  hit  courjc  moit 

believing  Jews  that  be- 
Jongfd  to  the  ehjirrh  at  Kodi^  u  appear, "by 
hi*  appealing  unto  ihrm  u  perhuis  that 
hfv  the  law .  And  u  their  pnjddkci  were 


Jb  firing  for  the  Uwt  and  againd  ftlvatfon 
by  met?  pace  through  Jefus  Chrift,  ft  vm 
propef  ty  deaf  partiC&biJy  viib  them  upon 
iberfe  points* 
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ifce  if  no 
refi,  though  Ok 
be  man  lea  »  a* 
lumber  lua* 

4  Where  tore, 
my  brethren,  ye 
alia  are  become 
dud  to  the  Uw 
by  the  body  of 
Clirift;  that  ye 

fliOUlj 


adultery,  nor  ought  (he  to  be  charged  with  it,  ill  cafe  of 
her  being  then  married  to  another  man,  any  more  than 
if  (he  baa  never  been  cfpoufed  to  a  former  bulband. 

4  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  to  apply  what  I 
have  now  been  faying  to  the  date  that  ye  are  in  toward 
God,  as  the  law  has  a  right  of  dominion  ever  a  man 
only  lb  )ong  a$  he  lives  under  it*  and  this  has  been  il- 
luftrated  by  the  covenant-obligation  of  a  wife  to  her 
bulband,  which  is  diflblved  by  death  :  So  ye,  through 
faith,  are  become  dead  to  the  law,  as  a  covenant,  which 
requires  perfect  obedience,  as  the  condition  of  life,  and 
pronounces  a  curfe  for  every  failure  j  it  in  this  refpeft 
is  vacated,  or  difannulled,  as  to  you,  and  has  loft  its 
power  over  you  *  v  tnfomuch  that  ye  arc  freed  from  its 

terms 

■  i 


H  0 

*  AftUkvhiA  been  ill  u  ft  rated*  (wt*  a, 
y)  by  ihe  Uw  of  a  bnjbendt  which  if*  pro¬ 
perly  {peaking,  a  covenant  between  him  and 
his  wife ;  We*  in  coricfpomlcw?e  thereunto* 
arc  lUfuralJy  led  to  confider  the  lav*  under 
the  uotioti  of  a  covet fjjel,  when  the  apoftle 
fpeJts  of  believers,  as  dead  u  i/*  and  ver,  6* 
is  dcftvcrtd  from  tie  And  conGdertng  it  in 
lilts  view*  their  deliverance  if  not  only  from 
the  ceremonial*  but  tikewife  from  the  moral 
lav.  Accordingly,  he  often  Ipeakt  of  the 
liv,  in  his  wgument  about  jufiifca&on%  in 
foch  term*  as  cun  agree  to  Dime  but  the  wo rat 
kw  :  For  this  is  the  law*  the  things  of  which 
ihc  Gentiles  do  bj  nature^  and  the  verb  of  whith 
is  wrio™  if  thar  heartiy  and  the  Jf»,  being 
iulhtidod  out  of  which,  approved  tht  dings 
that  are  more  excellent ;  and  this  It  the  taw 
that  fays,  a  man  pall  net  fiea(9  and  fall  not 
cctxr-xil  adultery  ;  and  it  1$  diftingtiilhcrt  from* 
and  preferred  to  the  ritual  ordinance  of  dr- 
ctimdliun,  which  was  fo  far  from  profiting 
the  breakers  of  this  lav,  that  the  Gentiles  (y 
JuljHEitg  its  righteoafnefs  would  have  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  tranfgrefling  Jrwt  (ebsp.  ii. 
U,— 17-)  This  likevhc  «  the  law,  nliirh 

fp^ks  to  them  that  are  under  &t  that  every 
■month  Wj  be  flopped,  and  aU  the  world  may 
Vwr  |«/»  before  God  ;  by  which  is  the 
Ltffvlti gc  of  Jin ;  and  which  is  not  aade  wirf, 
hui  is  ejtablififcdt  thrwgb  faitby  (chaji.  iii.  19, 
jo,  jr.)  And  thts  is  tnc  law  which  works 
■jrrnth  to  the  tnnlgreflbr  of  it,  (chap. 
and  entered  that, ike  of  we  tmght  abound*  (chap* 
v.io*)  It  1$  alfo  the  moral  lav*  of  which 
the  apoflle  fays,  in  this  fcrcnth  chapter*  (ver* 
$, — id.)  Tie  motlous  of  fins,  winch  were  by 
t*C  law*  did  work  in  our  members  to  briur  forth 
fruit  onto  death,  I  -was  alive  wJhoet  the  law 
trtec ;  but  when  the  commnitdnjmt  camct  fra  re- 
4  it? frf,  and  I  dicdt  end  the  commandment  f 

which  was  ordained  to  lifct  1  found  to  he  onto 

^  *  y  * 

fc-iib  :  Wherefore  the  law  is  hlyf  and  the  tom* 
MOAilmcui  folyt  ut;J  j’M,  a.*d bad  net 


T  B. 

known  lufi%  except  the  lew  had  fisd*  thou  felt 
net  covet* — fty  tie  commandment  became  ex* 
Ctfdhfg  fistful*—  We  inffw  that  the  lew  h  fpiri - 
(vaL—  f  con  fast  to  Ihe  lew  that  it  is  good,  fire* 
And,  in  the  eighth  chapter,  (ver.  y*> 
This  is  the  lav*  the  righuwfncfs  of  which  *  it 
fulfilled  ia  b$  ;  aud  io  which  the  carnal  smad 
is  act  Jubjcifj  neither  indeed  can  be* 

It  is,  1  think*  uu^ueQionahle  that  in  moll, 
if  not  in  ail  thefe,  and  federal  other  palbges 
of  the  apoftte's  dilbomfe,  fuch  things  arc 
fpoken  of  as  are  peculiar  to  the  moral  law  ; 
and  therefore  he  evidently  keeps  this  in  view, 
at  lead  together  with  the  ccrtmomtl  law*  and 
(6  took  in  the  whole  of  the  religious  law  of 
the  7ews,  at  well  as  the  |»w  of  nature,  whew 
he  fooke  of  ov  not  being  jafiified  by  the  works 
of  the  law,  and  of  our  being  deed  to  itt  and 
delivered  from  it*  But  then  this  deliverance 
from  the  moral  law  is  to  be  coofidemd  only 
with  reference  to  it*  as  the  covenant  of  vorks* 
and  to  the  curie,  which  it  pronounces  upott 
every  trinfgrdfor  l  and  pot  with  refpeft  to 
h,  as  the  law  of  cratjnn,  nod  the  rule  of 
iifcj  For  If  in  this  view  of  it*  it  is  ftiil  to  be 
accounted  holy,  juft,  and  good,  (vcr.  ia,) 

,  and  is  of  eternal  and  unchangeable  obligation, 
rdulting  from  the  ertatnrei  rdatha  to  God 
and  one  another ;  and  in  this  fade*  btliwn 
are  ft  ill,  as  much  as  ever,  hound  by  it*  The 
gufpei  hus  not,  in  this  refpeft,  let  aGde  the 
moral  law,  or  fnhitituted  a  requirement  of 
only  Gnrere  irapnfert  obedience,  in  dead  of 
the  perfect  law  of  God,  as  a  rule  of  life :  For 
as  It  TOuld  not  become  the  holinefi  of  God 
to  give  us  an  imperfect  rule  of  bdiaviotir  j  ft> 
the  Gncerc  belkm  might,  ia  that  cafe,  be 
fad  to  fulfil  the  utmnft  of  his  demands  by  an 
impcrfaft  obedience ;  and  would  neither  have 
any  fm,  nor  need  any  pardon-  But  the 
truth  ts,  that  the  grace  of  the  golpeft  pardon, 
thi'ir  fins,  011  Chrift's  scooust,  wfilb,  through 
the  rcmuitiin^  privity  of  nature,  they  c^iv- 
Dct*  a$  they  uLq  would*  come  up  to  the  per* 
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fluiuM  be  married 
to  another,  even 
to  Kim  who  U 
railed  from  (he 
dead,  that  we 
jhn  13  id  be ing  fonh 

frail  unto  God. 


$  For*  when 
we  were  in  the 
ihe  motions 
of  lias*  which 
were  by  the  law* 
did  work  in  our 
members  10  bring 

forth 


terms  for  jit  flifica  t  io  n,  or  condemn  at  ion  >  by  the  cruci¬ 
fixion  of  Chrift,  wbo  bis  ownfelf  hare  your  Jins  in  bis 
own  body  on  the  tree ,  (1  Pet *  iu  24.)  and  redeemed  you 
from  the  eurfe  of  the  {aw,  being  made  a  curfe  for  yott9 
{6W.  ili.  13*)  that  being  thus  di {charged  from  covenant- 
obligations.  to  the  law,  as  your  former  hufbaiu),  yc 
migbr  be  honourably  efpoufed  to  another,  of  a  more 
excellent  nature,  even  to  Chrift,  and  might  come  eruo 
3  11  ew~covenant -relation  to  God,  through  faith  in  him  ; 
who,  as  be  was  delivered  up  to  death  for  your  offences , 
was  raifed  again  for  youT  juJiifieation9  [chap*  iv*  25.} 
But  take  heed  of  thinking,  that  this  deliverance  from 
your  former  hufbaad,  and  efpoufal  to  Chrift  is,  that  ye 
may  be  at  liberty  to  live  as' ye  lift,  without  law  to  G*  f 
(1  Cor ,  ix*  ar+)  as  though  its  moral  precepts  did  not  ftill 
bind  you  to  obedience  :  For  the  very  end  and  delign  of 
th  is  happy  alteration  in  our  covenant-date  *,  who  wer: 
umter  the  law,  is,  that  being  dead  to  Jtn  we  might  /be 
unto  right eoufnejsy  (1  Pet*  it.  24.)  and  that  by  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  fpi ritual  life,  derived  from  our  rife  a  huJbuui 
and  Saviour,  wc  might  bring  forth  fruits  of  holiiKfct 
acceptable  111  the  fight  of  God,  and  to  his  praife  and 
glory,  through  Jefus  Chrift* 

5  For  while  we  Jewsf  (1  put  myfclf  in,  it  having 
been  my  own  cafe  in  common  with  yours)  while  we  was 
in  our  carnal  unconverted  ft  ate,  under  the  power  of 
corrupt  nature,  which,  for  its  vilenefs,  and  a£Hvity  in 
and  by  the  body,  may  well  be  termed  jlejb9  (ebap,  viii- 
80  and  while  we  were  fo  itnmerfed  in  it,  as  to  be  in 
the  f!cjbr  as,  a  man  who  is  overcome  with  ftrong  li¬ 
quor  is  laid  to  be  in  drink;  then  the  violent  pallVnn 

of  indwelling  corruption,  which  were  inju¬ 
red  by  the  oppoluion  that  the  purity  of  the  precept 
and  the  fcverity  of  the  curfe  o£  the  law  made  against 

them. 


N  O  T  B  S 


ft£l  demands  of  the  la\vl  'Iliwigh  a  1$  true 
that  they  are  delivered  from  all  manner  of 
oblivion,  under  the  joljid-fbile,  to  ohilrvc 
any  rites  of  i  he  ceremonial  law;  yet  m  the 
nature  of  the  apoflk's  argument,  he  confi- 
ders  ftu-Jr  ddivcruncc  from  the  whole  of  the 
bw,  imiuJivti  Imth  of  Us  ceremonial 
and  moni  only  as  it  contained  terms 

of  Uft  in  i  To  all  this  we 

may  add,  that  whtn  he  particularly  meant 
the  ttrrwvmji'\  in  did  inf  lion  fr»m  the  wfrsi 
lav,  he  frequently  f'*>kc  of  it  in  diminutive 
t it cis  ;  famed  mo*  cdiixi::  it  the  of  a  cxr- 
ti  d  C^frr:c7?d?ncnrw  fUtd  r^nW  crj/itaft/crj,  (N*A. 
\lu  rtf.  and  ix*  10*)  a;  Other*,  the  of 
iJftH  ■  n;iM iw  Z-+‘i$i  l*(rSi  (  KM. 

a;,  ij-)  at  other**  Oretssuca,  Gttf  l$C  raii* 


wujtfs  •/  K5ir  iwAf ;  (ft«Vii.  *o.)  Arid  at  o- 
tilers*  The  cvjtmt  <f  the  (vftf  r  xxvii:. 

IT.)  and  the  like !  But  h»n  nf  theft 

Ulg  and  JjlMfifHvc  diameters  of  the  law  ji  ■; 
found  In  this  epifift  to  the  to  r- . 

drain  it  to  the  ceremonial  bwt  in  irh( 
fakl  ahoiit  juftificathm  by  its  works. 
aWo  ihe  uotoori  cltap>  iii.  19.) 

J  The  npnflle,  with  admirable 
warier  th?  perfon^  and  puts  -wc  for  k,  1 1^.,-  = 

mijht  jhtten  what  he  w aigoiog  to  *Ay  ii. 

next  verfe,  about  their  fermer  vile  am!  Vv.:v  ■■ 
drvumdanc^s ;  and  trdrht  take  at 
dium  of  irt  by  hinudt ; 

the  fame  lime*  might  iht  nert:  \i  ■ 

that  he  is  here  paiUCidirly  W  (-.■ 
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forth  fruit  unto 
<fmb, 


0  But  now  we 

oredrUittrtd  from 

the  U*,  i  hit  be- 

ir>«  Head  wherein 
*  1 

vc  vert  held ; 

tbit  we  Jhould 
firvc  in  cewnds 
of  fpinr,  and  not 
i#  the  oUncf*  or 
i;ic  IcUtr* 


7  V/h-tf  (kill 
fit  (hen  ?  /r 
the 


r 


them,  powerfully  worked  and  exerted  them- 

felves  in  the  whole  man,  unto  the  employing  and  com* 
mandiog  of  all  the  members  of  our  bodies,  and  all  the 
faculties  of  our  fouls  *,  as  inftruments  of  unrighteouf* 
nefs  unto  fin*  {chap.  vi.  13,}  and  all  the  fruit ;  we  there¬ 
by  brought  fortht  was  fo  far  from  being  to  God  and 
his  glory,  or  to  our  own 'good,  that  it  defer ved  and  tend¬ 
ed  to,  and  (bad  not  grace  pre rented)  would  certainly 
have  i (Tiled  in  our  eternal  ruin  and  mifery,  which,  in 
oppofition  to  an  everlafting  life  of  bappmefs,  is  juftly 
called  death,  {Chap.  vi.  21,  22.) 

6  But  now  the  law,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  being 
like  the  former  hufbaud  of  a  wife,  { ver .  2,  3,)  dead  to 
us,  who  heretofore  were  held  in  fubjettion  to  it,  and 
were  under  obligations  to  be  dealt  with,  for  life  or 
death,  according  to  it;  we,  through  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chriftf,  are  delivered  from  itseoveoant-demands 
and  rigorous  cuife,  that  wc  might  obey  and  ferve  God, 
under  a  new  and  better  covenant,  in  our  cfpoufals  to 
another  hufband,  even  Child,  from  new  principles  and 
motives,  and  to  new  ends,  with  ail  freedom  and  delight 
in  our  own  fouls,  as  thofe  that  are  renewed  in  the  fpi~ 
rit  of  our  minds;  and  in  a  new  life  and  converfation, 
all  fpi ritual,  holy,  and  heavenly,  by  the  a  fifth  nee  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  not  in  the  old  carnal  way  of  re¬ 
garding  only  the  letter  of  the  law,  by  a  bare  external 
compliance  with  fome,  and  that  principally  of  its  ritual 
precepts,  to  the  ntrgled  of  thofe  which  'are  of  a  moral 
nature,  and  which,  in  the  bare  letter  of  it,  through  our 
own  perverfenefs,  rather  provoked,  then  reftrained  the 
corruptions  of  our  hearts. 

7  What  ihall  we  think  then  of  this  account  of  our 
former  flare,  as  wc  flood  In  relation  to  the  taw  ?  Homo 
may  fay,  Doth  it  not  rcflefl  the  high  eft  diflionour  upon 

the 


If  Q  T  E  S* 


'*  Thcia/iirfrrjj  in  which  Hn  works,  ictru 
Hit  to  Jh  uncUYlltiod  cf  the  meLTi- 

!^r>  0*  she  fc  A ;  for  flevend  tr-tfrlr  +f  fh  fiejh 
r.ut  immediately  lomE  in  and  Jo  its 

nil  atfettroHJi ;  for!  1  as  Matrj^Sutnd^  wrath t 
and  tfiu  like,  y.  *o,  si.  And 
yctt  prrio;i.%  £|ce  the  note  mi  chap*  vis*  £.) 
tl't'jr  arc  called  fww.Wj,  hamuli;  they 

and  uiil^eucL'dhv  fleihaod  hl^-U, 
the  mon  V  t*  of  the  thxly  the  iiiUru- 
menu  by  which  thry  work* 

■*  At  tom*  dead  ft j  the  ttrwt  vcr«  4* 
rmfl  directly  to  author  U>  what  then™  tile 
!:^d  laid,  vcr.  1.  atant  fhj  fa**yt  kxzirt*  d&tt:- 
k  our  a  iw'h  at  hi-*  cs  he  H vet  ; 
it:r  vih'crsH  Va:*/  the  v£iLl\tt;o<2 

j  ^  ^  r 

directly  imlwcrs  to  wli-t  haul  boo:*  c6fuv<Al? 


>cr*  i,  3*  abont  the  vtlftr's  falng  fnrJfrms  the 
faut  tf  her  bxjband  ttJvu  be  is  '  >'X  rhe 

rjjic  'a  ver.  4O  **  I*  roi-h?  be  c>:p!r.iu- 
cd  by  hiniLitmlCi  ( fii yo  jji 
pb)us  wiilci)  I  (.hi.ik  ■*.  is  hi  .In: 

il im:  rranner,  as  ths  J  'gittyi  the 

fM'bfr/fW  sf.;V^*Vtf  in  Elugts  A  r-vr  n-i  1 

hi  ft  Ibnfl  in  iV-r;r 

nn  U>  litnf  i’ly  v  nu*c '  pi 

TO'.1  .iff  "t  fv  vTrJ 'i  ;;,  n/ul  'Oi:.!!r=--s  hini- 

. m/ ,*  r^r,:ir?pJy  :  Tlwi^h  1'  h  hi, 1^*1 
U;i->  dLlLjvrLCs  j  \d:zt  it  con  nrvee  be  iidilj 
:.v.:  1  )'■&  p  iial  l  isvs  z,rti  *iuwt  ;ir  crer 

w  .iihcr  *x:h 

1  *  ^  ■# 

u  tif  i\i>l  is."  Owtteh:;j  iau*cj. 

1^5-  «3- 
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theUwfiQ?  Cod 
forbid,  Nay,  1 

bad  not  Ilqooti 

fin,  but  br 
law:  for  I  had 
not  known  htft, 
except  the  Law 
had  Aid,  Thou 
Hub  not  cord. 
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Ch.  vii. 


0  Bat  fin,  talc* 
iog  oocaGoci  by 
the  command  - 
fti est ,  wrought 

In  me  all  manner 
of  concnptfccncc. 
For  wfthout  the 
Uur  bn  w;  dead* 


the  righteous  law  of  God  itfelf  j  a$  even  its  moral  pre- 
cepts  were  the  caufe  of  fin,  inftead  of  a  cheek  to  it  ?  I 
anfwer,  No,  by  do  means,  (*»  this  would  be  as 

vile  and  injurious  a  thought,  and  as  much  to  be  abhor¬ 
red,  as  any  of  the  others  that  have  been  already  confu¬ 
ted,  (risp.  vi.  i,  &c<  and  ver.  15,  &c.) :  Nay,  fo  contrary 
is  this  to  the  excellent  nature  and  proper  defign  of  the 
Jaw,  that  I  myfelf  (to  tell  you  my  own  former  experi¬ 
ence}  fhould  not  have  underlined  fome  things  to  be  really 
Gnful  and  condeinnable;  nor  been  fuitably  hamhied  for 
them,  and  brought  to  fee  my  need  of  Chtifl,  to  fare  me 
from  them,  had  it  not  been  for  the  light  and  authority 
of  God's  holy  law,  which  difcovered  and  forbade  them : 
For,  to  inftanee  only  in  one  particular,  I  fhould  never 
hare  apprehended,  and  been  convinced  in  my  own  con* 
feienee,  that  the  fecret  workings  of  irregular  deli  res,  and 
the  very  firft  motions  of  inordinate  affections,  were  fins, 
untefs  the  law  had  pronounced  them  to  be  fo,  in  the 
tenth  commandment,  faying,  Thau  (halt  not  covet,  (Sxod. 
sx.  17.)  which  includes  a  prohibition  of  all  impatience 
and  difeontent  in.  our  own  minds  at  any  difpofals  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  concerning  us;  all  grudging  and  envying  at 
the  profperity  of  others ;  and  all  inclinations  to  what 
God  has  forhid,  and  uneafy  cravings  of  any  worldly  en¬ 
joyments  which  others  are  poflefled  of,  and  he  fees  fit 
to  deny  us ;  fhat  therefore  which  thus  discovers  and 
forbids  all  fin,  in  its  firft  and  mod  fecret  workings,  can 
never  be  a  friepd  to  it. 

8  But  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is,  that  fo  far  as  the  law 
ever  proved  an  occafion  of  fin  to  me,  the  fault  lay,  not 
at  all  in  the  law  itfelf,  hut  entirely  in  my  own  wicked 
heart:  It  did  not  fo  properly  give  the  occafion,  as  the 
corruption  of  my  nature;  the  fin  that  reigned  in  me 
unworthily  took  the  occafion  for  it,  from  the  juft  ftrifl- 
nefs  and  fevetUy  of  the  law,  and  from  my  own  natural 
enmity  to  it;,  and  fo  worked  in  me  all  manner  of  evil 
inclinations  and  defires  after  that  which  was  forbid¬ 
den  by  it :  For  as  long  as  I  continued  without  a  true 
fenfe  of  the  fpirituality  and  haiumfs,  ftri&nefs  and  ex- 

ten  fivenefs  of  the  demands  of  the  law  *,  (which  I  was 

after- 

T  E. 

poft it’s  peremptory  ailcrtions,  (ehap.  v,  it4 
1  j,  14- )  thatiy  Me  matt  Jin  entered  into  d:e 
itjorlpL'  and  death  by  that  fin  was  fa  the 

ytorid  *jr or  all  along  before  the  Ian  j  ir,J 
that  death  rdgued  from  Adam  te  Mofn,  lfow 
ihca  coukl  It  be  £ud,  that  On  ira*  not  able  to 
hurt  the  apnltle,  or  to  bring  death  upon 
him,  or  upon  any  other  JWp,  without  the 
0/  fines  it  had  reigned  unr;, 

dttf  It 


N  O 

*  Tt  if  fcrprtfing  to  me,  that  the  learned 
Mr  Lathe .  and  (btrw  others  after  him,  (hould 
make  the  fenfo  of  thU  paflige  to  be,  -without 
the  brie  (meaning  the  law  grven  by 
is  deadt  not  ubU  to  hurt  me 5  or  vithmt  the 
Zfip  ttf  hlcfet)  which  annexes  death  to  tnmf- 
pfciTion*  jin  ir  ns  jf ood  asjfeadt  is  not  able  to 
have  its  will  of  me,  and  hiiug  death  upon 
For  this  is  directly  oaiiUiiry  to  the  a* 


Ol  vii. 
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tj  For  I  iras  a* 

uvc  without  th« 
bw  once :  but 
when  the  (9*- 
AjndDient  came, 

fin  revived,  and  I 

dirj* 


lo  And  tbe  com- 
nu'intttir  which 
TtfSf  to 

life, 


afterwards  led  into  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  when  be  came 
to  open  mine  eyes)  Go*  and  crpecisUy  heart-fin,  though 
it  actually  worked  with  great  power  in  me,  was  a  trivial 
harmlefs. thing  in  my  account:  It  did  not  terrify  my 
conference ;  but  Teemed,  like'  a  dead  man,  to  have  no ' 
ftrength  in  me,  and  to  carry  no  danger  in  it. 

9  Far  in  thofe  dan  of  my  unregeneracy,  I  had  high 
fwelling  thoughts  of  myfelf,  vainly  imagining,  that  I 
was  in  a  Cafe  uate,  and  in  goad  terms  with  God,  upon 
the  foot  of  mine  own  rigfateoufncfs^  as  bring  then  an  ut¬ 
ter  ft  ranger  to  the  true  knowledge  and  difeerning  of  tbe 
pure  and  fpiritual  meaning,  and  high  requirements  of 
the  law,  bow  much  foevet  1  was  acquainted  with  the 
letter  of  it.  -  But  when  the  divine  precept,  in  all  its  fpi¬ 
ritual  ity  and  estent,  as  reaching  to  the  thoughts,  prin¬ 
ciples,  views,  and  defires  of  the  heart,  as  well  as  to  the 
words  and  a&s  of  the  life  $  when  it  thus  came,  in  the 
light  and  energy  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  my  mind  and 
confidence,  in  his  convincing  me  of  fin;  then  I  faw 
many  things  to  be  fin,  which  I  never  thought  to  be  fo 
before*  I  fouml  ic  bad  no  more  power  in  me  than  I  tor* 
merly  was  aware;  I  was  then  fully  convinced*  tha:,  in 
the  righteous  judgment  of  God*  tbe  worft  of  puniiKacnt 
was  due  to  me*  for  my  multiplied  tranfgrdlions  in  heart 
and  life*  beyond  aU  that  I  had  ever  apprehended  before  * 
and  fo  fin  revived  in  my  continence,  in  alt  its  hideous 
forms,  and  with  terrible  accufatiotis  of  guilt  and  obnox- 
ioufnefs  to  divine  wrath  j  and  thereupon  all  my  former 
vain  confidence,  and  high  conceit  of  myfelf,  died  with¬ 
in  me;  I  could  no  longer  fupport  them,  nor  think  my- 
fclf  righteous,  but  fell  under  a  fcmence  of  death  and 
condemnation  in  the  fenfe  of  my  own  foul,  as  a  man 
dead  in  law*  and  deferring  to  die  eternally. 

10  And  the  righteous  law  of  God,  which  was  a  fyf* 
tem  of  holy  com  man  d  men  re  given  with  a  proroifo  of  life 
to  fuch  as  fhould  perfectly  obey  it,  and  was  originally 
defigned  to  be  a  covenant  of  life,  upon  performance  t:f 
its  terms  and  conditions,  to  them  that  were  under  it, 


faying,  The  man  which  doth  thofe  thing:  JbalUivt  by  themt 

chap * 


NOTE, 

da  til  fo  many  hundreds  of  y«t*  before  that  ev  cr  this*  and  the  former  part  nf  the  next 
L\v  was  giren;  and  vre  are  told*  (Rem-  i.  3*-)  mic,  may  be  to  any  ulbxr  lapprt'.LTiid 
that  the  very  heathens*  who  had  only  the  that  they  are  to  he  com  I  ideml,  nut  n*err  y  ns 
hw of  nature,  knew  tbe  judgment  of  G<kJ,  perfuming  the  carnal  Tcwc  in  c*ncrvT  but 
that  the  tranfgrcfiort  of  that  law  were  wot-  as  deicriptive  ft F  the  apoUlc'*  0**1  expericv:c; 
thy  of  death.  I  therefore  take  tho  fenfe  of  and  that  all,  which  follows  to  the  end  of  the 
this  exprdfion,  as  given  in  the  pariphrefc,  chapter*  b  peculiarly  fo.  10  exHiiplivf  thz 
t<*  be  equally  proper  in  the  conttmtihu  of  difference  hrtwew  the  law  and  tht  roipci, 
the  phrafct  and  much  better  agreeing  -ihli,  and  1  heir  uu^'tvnt  elicits  upur*  ihide  that  arc 
aid  countenanced  bys  all  the  preceding  and  under  them  rjipcitiYcly. 
f  Lowing  earnest :  And  hew  applicable  fo- 
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life,  I  found  /#  be 
onto  death. 


n  Foe  fin>tik> 
log  Mcafton  hy 
the  cnmmiod  - 
merit *  deceived 
me*  and  by  it 
flew  me. 


1%  WherefbiT 
the  law  jj  holy  5 
and  the  com  * 
mandment  holy, 
■nd  juft,  and 
good* 


1 3  Wat  then 
that  which  if 

good' 


{chap*  **  5*)  This  my  la w,  being  now  a  broken  cove- 
nun,  and  lb  become  weat  through  the  fiejby  (chap,  viii* 
3;)  1  found  was  To  far  from  being  capable  of  juftifying, 
and  giving  me  a  title  to  life  and  happinefs,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  iu  condemned  anti  bound  me  over  to  death  and 
mifery  of  every  kind  both  temporal  and  eternal  ;  and  af¬ 
forded  me  no  remedy. 

1 1  For  my  original  depravity,  being  impatient  of  re- 
(traiat  by  the  law,  took  a  perverfe  occaGon,  from  the 
ftri£tnefs  of  the  commandments  contained  in  Jr,  to  rife 
up  in  rebellion  agamft  it,  a9  if  it  were  too  unreafonablc 
and  fevere  an  impolitic)  n  to  be  laid  upon  human  na¬ 
ture  \  and  fo  beguiling  me  aS  the  ferpent  did  Evey  (Gen* 
iii.  13.) ;  it  enfuared,  and  infenfibly  drew  me  into  the 
commiflion  of  many  evils  which  God  had  fo;bid,  and 
by  this  means  brought  me,  ftiil  more  and  more,  under 
the  heavieft  fenteucc  of  condemnation  and  death :  and 
when  afterwards  it  came  home,  in  its  fpmtualiry  and 
power,  to  my  conference,  it  flew  the  high -towering 
thoughts  and  confidences  which  I  before  had  entertain* 
ed  about  my  own  fufiiciency  to  keep  it,  and  my  own  righ* 
teoufnefi  to  recommend  me  to  God. 

1 2  Since  therefore  the  moral  law  thus  difeovers,  for* 
bids,  and  condemns  every  fin  ;  and  fince  all  its  unhappy 
conferences  and  influence,  like  tbofe  of  the  fun's  fhin- 
ing  on  a  dunghill,  are  only  owing  to  the  froward  abufe 
that  is  made  of  it  by  the  corruptions  of  mankind,  it  mult 
be  acquitted  of  all  blame;  and  we  muft  own,  that  the 
law  itfclf  is  fault  lets,  as  It  is  thcxternal  and  unchange¬ 
able  rule  and  (landard  of  ail  hoiinefs:  andthat  its  direct 
and  natural  intent  is  to  encourage  and  promote  it,  and 
cannot  but  do  fo,  in  them  that  make  a  right  ufe  of  it: 
And  It  is  all  of  a  piece,  like  the  God  whofe  law  it  is  * ; 
every' particular  commandment  of  it  is  intrinficaliy  pure 
and  holy,  juft,  right,  and  true,  good  and  excellent,  every 
way  becoming  the  holy,  righteous,  and  good  God  to 
enjoin,  and  intelligent  creatures  to  obey,  for  his  glory, 
and  their  own  advantage. 

13  Having  thus  fully  anfwwd  the  objeflion  again  (I 
the  law7 j  being  Jin  f  (ver*  7, — ‘ifcfittierhaps  fome  of  you, 
making  a  handle  of  what  has  oeen  faid,  [ver*  ro<)  a* 
bout  my  ji riding  the  commandment  to  be  unto  death ,  may 
iuppofe,  that  1  neverthdefs  make  it  to  be  the  caufe  exf 
all  the  mifchUfs  that  are  come  upon  mankind,  even  to 

t  eternal 


NOTE. 

*  rt  is  with  inimitable  judgment  anddex-  ecji iky  and  exccfcrtce  of  its  demands  and  <lt> 
inity,  that  in  all  this  dufcourfe  ihc  ap^fHe  even  while  Ms  chief  view  is  to  (hew 

igothcs^aod  Uigratistes  trimfclf  with  the  Jcitt  tSet  it  i*  Incapable  of  nlieving  and  firing  a 
by  dirpbying  the  uononr  of  iU  Utf  ia  tii:  truirgrclKf* 


Ch.  tiu 

■  " 

mult  datli 

v:\io  me?  God 
fjrhid*  But  Ha, 
j!jjI  it  might  *p- 
yvar  tm,  woikiag 
rif.i'h  in  me  by 
tlut  which  is 
E-MiS;  that  fin  by 

thf  enfufluod* 
nun;  might  be* 
a-\\<  cicetdiog 
Jjiunl. 


The 
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14  For  we  know 
uV  law  U 
Jjnri;uil;'biitf  am 

earn  a 


eternal  death.  Was  then,  do  ye  think,  that  which  id 
altogether  good  in  itfelf,  and  in  its  own  tendency  and 
defign,  the  real,  dire£t»  and  proper  ertufe  of  my  being 
made  liable  to  all  mifcry  and  ruin  ?  Mo,  this 

reproachful  reflection  upon  it  k  as  much  to  be  detetted 
as  any  of  the  former:  But, as  ye  may  fee  by  what  has  been 
already  offered,  it  is  all  owing  to  fin,  which,  that  it 
might  be  difeovered  to  be  a  moil  malignant. and  de¬ 
finitive  evil,  produced  fuch  wicked  works  in  me,  by 
its  abufe  of  the  good  law  of  God,  as  are  the  only  crimi¬ 
nal  caufe  of  deltruiiion  ;  and  fo  it  apparently  brought 
me  under  a  righteous  and  aggravated  femence  of  con* 
demnation,  as  its  natural  and  due  defert }  that  fin,  be* 
ing  thus  prohibited  by,  and  yet  rifing  up  in  defpe*  ate 
oppofition  to  the  holy  commandment,  might  be  {hewn 
to  be  fo  extremely  odious,  unreafonable,  and  injar  to  as, 
above  all  things  elfe  *,  fo  dire&Iy  contrary  to  God,  and 
his  Jaw }  and  fo  pernicious  to  myfetf,  that  i J  wants  a 
word  ftrong  enough  to  exprefa  its  malignity,  4iid  can* 
not  be  fb  juftly  and  fully  reprefented,  as  by  an  epithet 
taken  from  itfelf,  and  fo  pronouncing  it  to  be  above  all 
meafure  fin  fob  (***  ***ptm**,) 

14  For,  whatever  unenlightened  minds  may  think  of 
it,  rhofc  of  us,  who  have  been  led  into  a  deep  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  evil  of  fin,  in  its  contrariety  to  the  moral 
law,  are  very  fun;  that  this  is  nor,  like  the  ceremonial 
Jaw,  a  carnal  commandment,  {//*£,  v ii*  16.)  pertaining 
only  to  the  body ;  nor  like  human  laws,  which  can  rake 
no  cognizance  of  crimes,  farther  than  they  appear  by 
overt-afts.  No,  we  are  thoroughly  fatisfied,  that  this 
excellent  bur  is  of  a  fpirituai  nature,  every  way  worthy 
its  author,  who  is  a  Spirit  %  and  the  Gcd  of  the  j pints  of 
alt  jlejb)  {John  ir.  24*  and  Awni.  xvh  22,}  and  that 
therefore  it  extends  its  requirements  to  the  foul,  in  all 
its  powers  and  faculties,  thoughts  and  difpofirions,  prin¬ 
ciples,  motives,  and  ends  ;  demands  internal  and  fptii- 
tual,  as  well  as  external  and  tx>dily  fervicc  \  and  forbids 
heart  fins,  as  wrIJ  as  every  irregularity  in  the  Ii£:  and 
converfarion  :  But,  alas !  to  tell  you  now  my  prefint*  as 
(tvr.  “73.)  I  did  my  former,  experience}  arie1- all 
the  renovation  in  the  fpirit  ot  my  mind,  there  arc  Ltiil 
fuch  remainders  of  indwelling  corruption  in  me,  and  ib 
many  comings  Ihort  of  the  fpirituality  and  wide  extent 
of  this  law,  thar  when  I  view  myfdt  in  its  pure  and  ho* 
ly  light,  and  compart  my  nun  heart  ami  ways  with  the 
perfection  it  requires  *,  I  find  myfclf  to  be,  in  too  great 

incafure, 

N  □  T  G* 

*  That  ib:  apofilchere,  and  in  the  fbU cF  Iiimr.frr  vlth -cSati^a  to  w!<at  he  faHni, 
ing  Ttrfcs  to  the  end  cif  the  chapter,  afwr  he  ;.«:d  tv;n  **jd  ailed  by 

riace* 
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carnd,  fold  under  raeafnre,  carnal  ftill,  or,  comparatively  fpeaking,  bul 

imperfe£Hy  renewed  ;  and  though  I  am  no  longer  like 
the  wicked  Ahab,  and  thofe  idolatrous  IfraeRtcs,  who 
voluntarily  fold  tbrmfehves  tods  evil,  (i  Kings  xii.  10, 
and  a  Kings  xvii.  17.)  yet,  againft  my  own  will,  I  am 
fometimes  carried  into  captivity  to  fin  unawares,  (ver. 
23.)  by  its  fecret  and  treacherous  workings,  under  the 
power  of  temptation  >  and  inftead  of  being  a  free  fervant 
of  fin,  I  at  fuch  feafons  am  rather  like  a  Have,  who  has 
been  fold  into  the  hands  of  that  detcftable  tyrant,  by  the 

fall 


N  O 

grace,  appears  Cram  his  changing  the  Uefe, 
when  he  enters  upon  this  branch  of  his  dip 
Govtfc.  Whereas  be  fpoke,  in  the  former 

p* it  of  the.  chapter,  of  what  he  was  before 
coQverfion  ;  he  tmw  alt  along  fpcab*  of  him- 
ftlf  in  the  prefnt  tenft*  with  fegatd  to  what 
he  experienced  after  he  was  converted,  in 
the  ftmggks  that  p ailed  in  his  own  foul,  be¬ 
tween  the  remainders  of  indwelling  corrup¬ 
tion,  and  the  principle  of  grace,  which  was 
wrought  in  him.  Accordingly,  tit  relating 
this  eonflUt,  from  the  beginning  to  the  endp 
he  fpcaks  of  two  Contrary  principles,  in  foch 
a  manner  as  to  difttagriAl  his  renewed  fetf 
from  Jin,  that  dwelt  in  him,  and  ptdbaslius 
jut  and  grace*  under  the  character  of  two  1% 
as  though  they  were  two  different  ptrfvns  in 
him,  (ver  if  ,—!$•)  Oneof  thefe  he  calls, 
the  law  of  jiff  in  hit  members,  the  fiefi*  and 
the  fin  that  dwelt  in  Aim  ;  and  the  other,  hit 
wind*  the  law  of  hit  wind*  and  the  Inner  men* 
(ver,  its  a  it  i  }f  *  J  *)  And  the  firongtfi  ex- 
prcflicHif  he  ufes  to  Jet  forth  the  power  of  the 
iinful  principle,  fnch  as  his  being  fold  under 
fin*  brought  inf  a  capririty  to  the  law  of  hit  mem- 
fan*  and  /truing  the  /to  (/  fin  with  the fieft* 
(ver,  14,  *  j,  i;0  ***  by  no  means  isconuJl- 
ent  with  a  regenerate  date,  if  we  confider 
them  (which  the  turn  of  his  evprciTions  inti- 
mates  we  fhould)  as  rekting,  not  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  oourfc  of  his  life,  but  only  to  fame  par¬ 
ticular  afli,  and  to  a  fort  of  invefuatan  fob- 
jedLera,  on  fome  occafiont,  and  at  fomecer- 
uin  Jealous,  through  the  lading  or  willing  of 

the  flcfli  againft  the  fpirit,  which  he  Sfe* 

*W  reprefenu  co  be  the  cafe  in  true  belie¬ 
vers  thcmfchrts,  (GaL  v*  17,)  But  the  high 
things  he  me  tit  ions  of  his  habitual  ly  difi  finn¬ 
ing  iind  hitting  the  evil  whhb  he  did*  inforooch 
that  it  ww  not  fo  properly  he  hlmftlf  that  did 
it,  fat  fin  that  dwelt  w  Aim;  and  of  his  con¬ 
firm  ting  to  the  lav  that  it  is  good*  delighting  in  it 
after  the  tamer  nun*  and  fiervhtg  it  with  the 
ttaad*  *<>  that  he  himfeff  fervei  it*  his  nnder- 

finding,  will,  and  afFcttitmr,  every  faculty 
of  bit  foul,  wet?  fa  with  a  holy  bids  to¬ 
wards  it*  (ver.  if,  id*  17,  i»,  ay.)  All 
this  is  much  more  than  on  In  ju%  frit!  of 
any  unrcgc  iterate  mao  whaifoever,  whoft 
judgment  and  confcic^cc  draw  one  way, 


T  E* 

while  bis  wiB  and  affalums  draw  another,  in 
his  conri&f  with  fin ;  hot  the  approbation  of 
hts  mind,  the  content  of  hfc  will,  and  the 
delight  of  his  affcAbiu  are  never  babituaHy 
and  mmtedfy  fet  for  that  which  is  good ;  Nor 
do  the  apoflVs  groaning*  under  the  body  uf 
fin,  and  for  deliverance  from  it,  togrthcr  with 
Ms  thankful  confidence  of  defiveratice  through 
Jefas  Chrijt*  (ver*  a*,  15.)  agree  to  any,  hue 
thofe  tbit  have  the  grfet  of  God  in  truths 
We  may  add  to  all  this,  what  tome,  though 
not  obfenred*  is  far  as  I  find,  by  any  expn- 
fitors,  r  is  a  derifive  evidence,  that  ia  thri; 
verfa  the  apoflic  /peaks  of  liimfaf  as  rege* 
v  crate*  w.  that  the  ftfie  be  here  ufa  is  en¬ 
tirely  fiferdnt  from  that  la  which  hh  /peaks 
of  unregeacmc  men,  in  the  foregoing  and 
following  context.  There  he  reprefonts 
them,  as  ehtfimg  fin  is  the  faffs  thereof,  field¬ 
ing  thenrjehtrs  Jtr  vault  fa  ofay  it*  and  their  wcw- 
ters  as  fervsnis  fa  tntcleannefi  and  fa  faifaty* 
{chap. vi,  11 *  rj,  id,  19.)  as  being  in  th 
fie  fit,  when  ihematiem  of  fins*  which  were  fa 
the  law*  imbed  in  their  members  fa  bring  forth 
fruit  an  fa  death*  (chap*  vit.  ;*)  a*  bemg  after 
the  fiejh*  and  cornel! f  muded ;  and  »  wind¬ 
ing  the  things  of  the  fitfi*  and  walking  after  tfa 
fieft*  and  having  foch  enmity  agaiajl  Ood*  that 
they  neither  were*  nor  canid  fa  fuhjefl  fa  his 
law*  «  plcfife  him*  (chap,  viib  jy— 6  )  Bot 
ootlilug  oi  this  kind  occurs  in  the  account  he 
here  give5  of  himfelf.  Ixt  therefore  any  one 
attcotivdy  and  impart  ially  read  and  com¬ 
pare  the  fovcral  parts  of  thefe  diaptcrs ;  and 
then  jndge,  whether  tWe  be  sot  many  of 
the  terras,  under  which  the  tpoftk  fpoks  of 
hitnfelf  trtphjs  chapter,  from  the  14th  vtrfc 
to  tht  fidri^t  caif  never  be  reconciled  to 
hii  own  description  of  an  unregencrate  man, 

id  thofe  other  pafiages ;  and  whether  they 
may  not  be  all  fairly  reconciled  to  the  oppo* 
file  descriptions  which  he  there  inreriuingfo^ 
of  believers,  at  fielding  thtmfclvts  fa  Gadr  a 
obeying  from  the  heart  that  farm  tf  doftrit*s 
utoVj 9  was  delivered  &  .fam1  as  !>cir.^: ffirifavl- 
ly  minded*  and  mrrding  the  fangs  of  th i  Spirit, 

in d  uwftjujf  after  the ffirk*  and  the  Ukc,  ii* 
lire  n>oft  prevalHns  bent  of  their  hearts* 

general cour fc  of 


Ch.  Tin 


i$  For  that 
which  I  do  I  aU 
not  :  for 
trtistl  would  that 
do  l  not  j  but 
whu  l  hare  tbu 
do  J* 


ttf  If  then  I 
Jo  thit  ahkh  1 
would  nor,  I  con* 
jcnt  unto  the 
Izir,  that  \t  ii 


17  No*  tlitn, 
it  is  no  more  £ 
tbit  do  tt,  but  fin 
thu  dwtlktb  in 

AC* 


1$  Fori  know 
thit  in  me,  (that 
kt  in  my  ) 
durclkih  no  g;Mid 
tbinjj;  for  10  will 

Vot*  m.u 
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fail  of  my  fir  ft  father  and  covenant*  head,  and  by  my 
own  former  confent ;  the  effect  of  which  I  (till  feel*  at 
times,  with  fad  regret. 

15  Fori  am  now  far  from  allowing  myfdf  in  any  of 
the  violation 8  of  God's  law,  which,  through  infirmity, 
temptation  and  furprife,  I  fometimes  may  be  guilty  o£ 
in  thought,  word,  or  deed ;  my  fettled  judgment  and 
purpofe,  and  all  the  difplic^cy  of  my  font  are  again  ft 
them  ;  and  I  never  go  into  them  with  deliberate  choice  : 
For  the  duties,  that  I  propofe  to  myfelf,  in  the  govern¬ 
ing  views  of  life,  and  fain  would  be  found  in  the  con¬ 
stant  practice  of,  I  too  often,  through  inadvertence, 
Sloth,  and  indolence,  am  prone  to  nrglcft,  and  do  not 
perform,  in  fo  fptritual  and  per  feci  a  manner,  as  I  fin- 
cerely  defire  to  do  }  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  fins, 
that  1  habitually  and  deter  min  at dy  have  the  utmoft  ab¬ 
horrence  of,  and,  at  times,  my  warmeft  indignation  is 
raifed  again  ft,  I,  at  other  times,  to  my  great  grief  and 
humbling  before  God,  am  infcnfibly  drawn  imo. 

16  If  then  wharfoever  I  do,  that  is  contrary  to  the 
holy  law  of  God,  is  what  I  have  a  fupreme  and  fettled 
averfion  to,  and  my  mind  and  will  are  habitually  turn¬ 
ed  againl!}  this  evidently  Shews  me  to  be  To  far  renew¬ 
ed,  as  that  I,  in  my  very  heart,  am  at  full  agreement 
withthelaw,  and,  like  David >  {Pfai+  cxix.  128.)  ejUeiT^ 
all  its  precepts,  in  whatever  it  commands,  or  for¬ 
bids,  concerning  all  things  to  be  right ;  and  thatC^w^1) 
I  give  my  vote  for  it,  and  thoroughly  approve  of  it,  as 
a  molt  excellent  rule  of  righteoufhefs,  which  requires 
nothing  but  what  is  altogether  worthy  of  God  to  en¬ 
join,  and  fit  and  good  for  me  to  obferve,  in  every  in* 
fiance  whatfoever. 

17  Now  the  plain  and  natural  inference  from  this  is, 
that,  through  the  change  which  divine  grace  has  made 
in  me,  it  is  no  longer  my  whole  Self ;  much  lefs  is  it 
my  renewed  judgment,  will,  and  affections,  which  are 
now  moft  properly  my  fdfj  nor  is  it  (till  I,  (** 

as  a  willing  and  approving  agent,  that  at  any  time  tranf* 
grefs  the  law,  either  by  fins  ofomiiliun,  or  of  com  mil¬ 
lion  ;  bur  every  thing  of  this  kind  is  the  fruit  of  the  cor¬ 
ruption  of  nature,  which  I  difavow ;  and  which,  liki 
the  Canaanites  in  the  land  of  Jfrael,  (jVuiTib*  xxxiiL  55,} 
Still  dwells  in  me,  contrary  to  my  own  will,  and  h,  ac 
times,  exceeding  troubldome,  and  too  hard  for  me. 

18  For  1  know,  by  fad  experience,  that  in  me  (my 
meaning  is,  that  in  my  corrupt  nature,  as  confidertd  in 
itfejf,  or  fo  far  forth,  as  it  ftiii  remains  not  fully  fub- 
dued}  no  fpiritually  good  thing  has  any  piste  or  reft* 

f  E  *  dcnct} 
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li  prtfrn:  with 
|Tf.,  Iiiti  btio  to 
P*  .cjv;n  that 
which  i«  guod  1 

find  not. 


ip  For  tlic 

gCMKl  that  |  IVOtild 
1  Jo  not;  but  the 
evil  which  J  would 
not  that  1  do. 


fto  Novr  if  I 
do  fhar  I  would 
nor ,  if  !s  tm  more 
1  ihar  do  ir*  hut 
fin  that  dwclicth 

10  QIC, 


ft  I  7  find  then 


a  liw,  that  when 

J 


dence»  all  that  1  have  of  this  fort  proceeds  from  that 
hettet  principle,  which  I  received  by  renewing  grace : 
For  under  the  influence  of  this  grace,  my  will  is  fo  en~ 
tirely  fet  towards  all  goodnefs  and  holinefs,  that  its  main 
bias  Hands  ready  tor  it,  and  makes  it  the  matter  of  its 
fired  purpofe  and  choice:  Hut,  alas!  there  are  times 
ami  leafons,  when,  through  the  power  of  remaining  cor* 
ruption,  and  concurring  temptations,  and  for  want  of  a 
due  prefence  of  mind,  and  lively  exercifc  of  faith,  1  do 
not  find  a  vigorous  aftiviiy  in  my  foul,  to  execute  my 
beft  resolutions  for  performing  holy  duties,  and  doing 
good,  at  leafl  not  in  that  fpiritual  manner,  and  to  that 
degree  of  eminence,  as  I  lincercly  defire  to  do. 

19  For  though  I  am,  through  mercy,  kept  from  grots 
fins,  and  am  helped,  in  the  general  courfe  of  my  conduct, 
to  have  an  unfeigned  r  efpt£t  to  atl  God’s  commands ; 
yet,  as  I  laid  before,  [ver.  15,  16. }  l  do  not,  in  fa&, 
perform  ail  the  good,  by  an  univerfal  conformity  and 
obedience  to  the  law,  which  I  aim  at,  labour  after,  and 
fhould  be  gUd  continually  to  abound  in  :  But  in  many 
things  I ft  ill  offend^  [Jam,  tii.  2.)  and  too  frequently  fall 
into  fuch  fins  of  infirmity,  in  unguarded  moments,  as  I 
am  r rally  averfe  to,  and  would  by  no  means  indulge, 

20  Now  if,  as  is  the  truth  of  my  cafe,  I  fometimes, 
in  f-t&t  do  fuch  evil  things,  as  the  full  bent  and  incli¬ 
nation  of  my  will  is,  upon  judgment  and  deliberation, 
habitually  fet  sgainft,  I  muft  infill  upon  it,  to  the  glory 
of  God’s  grace  in  me  ;  to  the  reputation  of  his  law,  as 
holy,  juft*  and  good;  and  to  the  reproach  of  fin,  as  it 
is  an  unreafonabfe  violation  of  that  faulrlcfs  and  excel¬ 
lent  rule  of  liglueoufnefs,  that  it  is  not  flili,  as  it  for¬ 
merly  was,  I  myfelf,  that  knowingly  and  willingly  do 
the  abominable  things  which  God  hates ;  buc  it  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  unnatural  force  I  am  fometimes  under  from 

c1 

the  workings  of  that  principle  of  fin  which  I  muff  own, 
to  the  humbling  of  my  foul  before  God,  fliil  remains 
in  me,  and  is  not  oppofed,  watched,  prayed  and  labour¬ 
ed  again#,  fo  much  as  it  ought  to  be  by  me;  fo  that 
were  I  to  lay,  that  I  have  n&ftrtj  I  fhould  deceive  myfelf ? 
and  the  truth  mould  not  he  in  me,  [John  i*  8.) 

21  I  therefore  (*f«)  find,  by  woful  experience  *,  an 
evil  pi  in ci pie  Hill  working  io  me,  which,  though  it  be 

in 
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*  By  this  fo-j*  the  apoflle  Gems  to  moan 

the  comipT  principle:  which  inclines  c*>  all 
evil,  in  oppolitvni  to  the  Uvr  r>l'  God,  and  to 
2  principle  of  grace  in  the  lit.!*? ;  and  which 
may  be  railed  a  /ju\  became  i:  prescribes 
cmtiaiy  ruin  of  conduct,  enforces  tlKso 


T  K. 

by  powerful  motives,  fuch  as  the  fenfttive  tk 
wa rds  or  pimiftuntnts  of  complying  or  m.L 
cum  plying  Kith  it  J  Eiul  fo  Operat:,s, 

the  iv^uitir  of  a  bwv,  hi  its  influence  to  ihc 
doing  of  t\iL 
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I  would  do  food 
nit  u  prfJcBt 
with  flU* 


ii  For  I  dfr 

in  the  law 
of  Cm),  after  the 
inward  man* 


m  a  crucified  that  it  may  be  deftroyed,  [chap*  vi* 

d.)  yet  irfometimes  fo  farrevivesj  and  exerts  kfclf,  like 
a  law',  by  fuggefting  finful  things,  and  propoGng  fuch 
allurements  of  fenfitive  eafe,  plcafure,  and  wordiy  ad- 
vantages/  to  draw  me  into  its  vile  dcfign  \  and  by  Part¬ 
ing  fuch  difeouragertients  from  perfreution,  reproaches 
and  unbelieving  jealoufies  about  rb^ excellence  and  rea- 
iity  of  fpiritual  and  invifible  things,  to  deter  me  from 
forfaking  and  quitting  its  evil  ways,  and  from  re  feline¬ 
ly  purfiiuig  religious  feittimtms  and  praftices ;  that  when 
1  fain  would  be  doing  that  which  is  pleating  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  conformable  to  bis  holy  law,  indwelling 
fm  is  fo  near  me,  (  «*J  =r*pm*™}  that  fome  bad  motion 
top  ofteo  prefects  itfclf  immediately,  to  oppofe  and  hin¬ 
der  my  acting  up  to,  and  accomplifhmg  the  unfeigned 
and  earneft  defire  of  my  heart;  and  leads  nic  into  ons 
or  another  tranfgreflion  unawares* 

22  Fori  can  truly  fay,  that  I  have  tbe  greeted  com** 
pi  acetic  y,  and  the  noblell  fatisfaftion,  in  all  the  pure  and 
fpiritual  precepts  of  God’s  law,  as  right  and  good,  and 
as  what  I  rake  the  higbeft  pleafure  in  obeying,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  prevailing  fenfe  of  all  the  powers  of  my  foul  f, 
and  fo  far  as  they  are  renewed* 

23  But 


NOTE, 


f  This  ph  raft,  tbe  faner  jmu,  I  think  w 
frigid  in  none  of  rhe  kerrd  writing $,  but  in 
thole  of  oar  apoftlc  \  and  U  uftd  but  twice 
mre  in  aWr  the  New  Tcfhimcnt.  Once  in 
i/.V*iv.  jtf,  where  he  fpeaks  of  theinwrd 
nip's being  rettrnxd  day  by  day%  inci  again*  in 
£>£.  iii,  1 4'  where  he  prays  that  the  t'phcfb- 
miiclit  be  ftrengtbened  wi tb  nwg hi  by  the 
fpirit  its  tbe  inner  matt.  Aod  in  both  theft 
pf-ices  it  has  a  manifrit  reference  10  believer  i ; 

fticin?  to  point  to  us,  not  only  to  the  re- 
ac  wings  and.  Itjvngthciiiiigs  of  their  mil  ids* 
and  all  the  in  moll  powers  of  tbdr  fouls,  but 
t&cuifc  t»  the  further  advancement  of  that 
tood  work  which  was  already  begun  in  them, 
;othey  were  before  fuppoftd  to  be  regenem- 
ted  by  the  H<ily  Spirit ;  and  fo,  though  the 
ivtr  mm  primarily  fijpiilwK  th e/W»  ft*  in 
ihe  uft-  of  it,  takes  la  alfo  the  idea 

of  1  routed  foul,  and  aufwers  .to  what  he, 
it  other  tunes,  culls  the  new  matt,  {Epb*  Iv\ 
14,  ami  GeA  1  ;it  io<)  And  what  is  this? 
but  die  dTcG  of  fiod’s  gracious  covciMnt- 
pvTntk  to  his  people,  that  he  would  j>:*t  bit 
t-~v  ix  their  inward  parted  and  i&riii  it  w  their 
tjet.  £xsi*  jj.)  TiV  hen  therefore  the 
ip  ^llc  fpt*ks  ol  his  delighting  in  the  law  vf 
G after  the  inner  win,  it  intimates,  that 
the  inmoil  bent  and  bias  of  his  heart  was  (e t 
towards  it,  which  is  the  character  of  true  belie* 
who  arc  abundantly  d  tier  i  bed  in  the 

i\iin w,  astboie  thit  tape  the  fow  ef  C?d}  and 

E 


delight  in  bit  c&mrrtand-'naiit  !  Whereas  the  Am 
ward  parti  of  un  regenerate  firm  era  art  repre* 
footed  to  be  ftrft  afuritkeduetS',  Piuh  v.  p.  and 
L*ike  n i*  39*;  and,  in  our  a^fclc*;  dcicrip- 
tion,  he  tells  us,  Tbe  cunwf  rmrJ  n  em*rh  fl-* 
gditift  ;  jWit  is  act  to  /he  hiy  cf 

God,  neither  inured  fj4  he,  ( viii*  7*  See 
the  note  on  ver.  14.  of  this  cbapter.J  But 
how  is  it  porfible  that  this  fetiM  oonfill  with 
defighfirg  in  the  liv?  **f  &?J,  after  the  in  net* 

mat,  f  It  Is  indeed  fold  oi  tiered,  that  he  heard 
Jofm  the  Baptift  {Siatk  vh  at?*}  aiul 

qT  the  Jews,  that  they  rehired  far  a  jeapn  in 
bis  hghr^  and  beard  Cfuilt  ghMy,  {jAn  y.  3;, 
and  M.'iri  jcii.  ^7.)  And  it  is  fiiid  of  lomc 
temporary  believers,  that  they  hard  the  ivied* 
andanr*n  uriih  j<ty  received  t J,  XiiL  10-) 

But  all  this  is  to  be  underfiood  of  a  delight 
in  fbtnc  gytf  p revs,  or  pUaf.ug  zi&ags,  which 
they  appi’chemled  were  brciifjut  to  them ;  hvs 
not  of  a  delight  in  the  morai  hw*  z%  A t/r, 
}aft%  and  :  And  even  this  delight 
only  fironi  fome  pn=fiTit  fajierfciai  ltirrings 
their  allicthmij  whh+li  Were  ilnick  u  lib  plea- 
fare,  at  the  hearing  of  what  they  took  to  be 
agreeable  ^  tlicir  intereftv  of  one  kind  or 
oilier,  while  the  gotcrimig  umptr  of  their 
hearts  lay  agaiTitl  all  that  is  truly  holy,  and 

Jpirituiliy  ;  iiivcl  ib  it  could  not  be*  cull¬ 
ed,  with  any  pr  pricty,  their  dehgbfiag in  tbz 
ia-w  tf  Gxf%  a  fur  1  he  Inner  matt,  ot  ia  ibriff 
very  hc;irt  i 

<  * 
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aj  But  I  fee 

anther  law  in  my 
member;  waning 
agiintt  the  law  of 
jny  mind,  a«J 
briit^no  me  bio 
captivity  to  the 
law  uj  liti  which 
is  in  my  pen* 

ben* 


14  0  wretched 
man  that  1  am  ! 
who  Ihxlt  deliver 
me  from  the  bo¬ 
dy  of  this  death  ? 


ay  I  thank 
God,  through  je- 

-  ius 


23  But,  jIa>!  'is  I  am  (till  in  an  imperfeft  date,  af* 
ter  all  my  attainments  in  Chriflianhy,  1  find,  by  la¬ 
mentable  experience  *,  a  remaining  principle  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  which  has  a  powerful  influence,  like  a  law  in  my 
fen  (hive  pa  (lions  and  appetites,  and  which,  like  a  body, 
con  fitting  of  many  parts,  exerts  itfelf  chidly  m,  and  by 
the  members  of  the  natural  body $  and  wages  war  againft 
the  holy  and  approved  light  and  propenfions  of  my  judg¬ 
ment  and  will,  which  like  a  fuperior  law  written  in  my 
heart,  has  the  more  ttated  predominancy  in  me ;  and 
yet  fometimeS  when  I  am  left  to  mjfelf,  and  am  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  that  Gnful  principle  prevails 
fo  far,  as  ro  draw  me  afnle,  and  make  me  an  unwilling 
Captive,  at  fuch  feafons  f*  to  that  law  of  fin,  which  as 
1  faid  but  now,  chiefly  operates  in,  and  by  the  members 
of  my  body. 

24  This  is  a  deplorable  ermfideraDon;  it  is  my  heavied 
burden,  and  cofU  me  many  a  groan*  in  my  ferious  re¬ 
flections  upon  it.  O  vile  and  miferable  man  that  1  am, 
as  in  myfelf  conGdered,  on  this  account!  Who  (hail  fet 
me  free  from  this  body  of  fin  %t  which  I  ftill  carry  a- 
bout  with  niCj  and  from  its  dre.uifut  conkquences,  which 
deferves  and  tends  to  death  and  ruin,  and  will  continue 
to  wor£  in  me  as  long  as  I  dwell  in  mortal  fltrfli,  and 
which,  unkfsl  were  feme  way  delivered  from  it,  would 
certainly  iifue  in  my  ev^rlafting  dcftiuclion  f  While  I 
look  into  myfelf,  and  into  the  holy  law  of  God ;  and  ob- 
ferve  how  contrary  the  workings  of  corruption  in  me  are 
to  its  ftrift  requirements,  I  am  -under  the  g  reate  ft  di(- 
couragement,  and  have  indeed  the  higheft  rcafon  to  dc- 
fpair  of  falvation  by  any  works  of  my  own* 

25  But,  ble(T:d  be  God,  i  am  already  delivered  by 
his  free  favour  g,  and  the  operation  of  his  grace  in  me, 

from 


NOTES 


4  The  apofUc  having  in  this  and  the  pre¬ 
ceding  chapter  reprofeuUtl  the  corruption  of 
niinre,  uoiKt  the  figure  of  the  <tU  uja,  ibt 
/-n  s  of  Ji and  the  here  fpeaks  *>f  its 
eiletfs  in  various  forms  by  mean*  of  the  Imj- 
<K\  ;*.nd  Kfi  JiiiT  dfzf  linns,  and  of  tempta- 
ttrtr?  anfcm*  from  thence,  a  a  tke  (an/ cf  his 
««  \nrrst  in  opjToliiion  to  the  ntw  min,  or 
thf1'  fpiritual  principle  of  grace  and  holmd?, 
uLnJ)  fuh fj fted,  and  ruled  with  full  con/jiit, 
in  his  fotd  ;  and  is  litre  called  the  tew  qJ  hit 
ndrtfL 

i  Though  this  great  apoftle  was  emhitnt 
in  grace  Mid  liolincfs,  and  douhtkts, 

cot  i u.illy  improving  in  them  ;  yet,  fevend 
yetr*1  i^scr  this,  he  freely  owned,  (  PllL  'iW  ji.  ) 
tti^t  V  ijjJ  Met  a frcaJj  iifteined*  nor  -uas  at 

rt+ij  ytrjttt  \  which  wtioittH,  that  his  vic¬ 


tories  over  Gnt  and  his  advancements  in 
kith.  Love,  and  obedience,  were  unpericit, 
or  not,  even  then,  fo  complete  as  he  wif li¬ 
ed  for,  and  aimed  at. 

I  By  the  body  of  ids  deaths  nr  this  My  cf 
dtatbi  the  a  pc  flic  might  mean,  cither  the  Mi 
cf  fin%  whkh  tended  to  death  ;  or  his  ficfhfp 
which  became  mortal  by  reafoir  of  fin, 
(chap.  viii,  co.J  and  in  which  original  vw- 
ruptbti  was  io  in  tarn  oven,  that,  tike  iho 
fretting  leprofy  under  the  law,  ( Levitt  xiv. 
44*4^0  it  could  never  he  perfeflly  purged 
out,  till  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  uLicrnarlc 
itfelf  fhoutd  lie  pulled  down, 

||  Several  Greek  and  fcveral  vcrfions 

of  good  credit  read,  tbc  grace  cf  Gad%  {z*?* f 
r it  to  Head  of  1  thank  Gcdy  {rvz9rjri)  Tm 9 

Gi«0  Vwl  Mill  is  frc.  Aud-Xi  Xht  a- 

polUe 


f 
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fas  Chrift  our 
So  then, 
vith  the  mind  I 
niriVif  ftw  the 

■p 

bw  of  God  ;  but 
with  fhr  flelh  the 
hw  of  fin. 


from  the  guilt  and  dominion  of  fin  ;  and  hare  well 
grounded  bopvs  of  complete  deliverance,  in  ennfeqnence 
thereof,  at  the  diiTolution  of  this  mortal  frame,  from  dll 
its  workings  and  remainders  in  me,  through  the  obedi¬ 
ence,  fufferings,  and  advocacy  of  Jcfus  Chrili,  my  Lord, 
and  yours,  who  believe  in  him  So  then,  to  fum  up  all 
In  a  few  wards,  in  my  fetth'd  judgment  and  choice,  as 
I  am  renewed  by  grace,  I  myt'clf  with  mil  ap¬ 

probation,  refolutiotr,  and  confetit,  devote  the  whole 
man  to  God,  and  yield  an  unfeigned,  and  unreferved 
obedience  to  his  law,  as  his  willing  ferranr  without  ob* 
je£lin|f  againft  any  part  of  it;  But  fo  far,  ami  to  far  on¬ 
ly,  as  there  are  ftill  uifiillowed  workings  of  corruption 
in  me,  I  fometimes  am  thereby  brought  under  the  power 
of  propenfionsto  fin,  and  into  an  unwilling  fervkade  to 
its  abominable  imerefts  ami  demands* 


RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  excellent  is  the  moral  law,  as  the  rule  of  obedience  !  In  this  view  of  it, 
it  »s  unchangeable  am!  evr  Haltingly  binding,  and  is  fit  and  worthy  to  be  fo  :  Kor 
it  is  all  holy,  juft,  and  good,  and  reaches  to  the  thoughts  of  rhe  heart,  as  wilt 
x*  to  the  actions  of  the  life  ;  It  dilcovers  and  AriAly  forbids  every  fin,  and 
funds  clear  of  at!  charges  of  defeat,  or  of  being  the  caufe  of  tin,  or  death,  tho* 
the  corruption  of  human  nature  takes  occafion,  from  its  purity  ae.d  Rriftncft, 
to  rife  up  with  the  greater  rebellion  agatnfl  it.  But  how  mnidtronUy  iukjuhous 
is  this ;  and  how  impetuous  are  the  workings  of  fm,  in  thofc  that  arc  ft:  a  liters 
to  renewing  ^race  !  Jt  is  utterly  impatient  of  reftraint ;  but  brings  the  traitlkrel- 
ibr  under  a  righteous  fentence  of  condemnation  and  death  ;  and  js  fo  abomi  ”»biy 
c-il,  that  no  words  can  fo  well  paint  out  its  proper  deformity,  as  to  c:dl  it  r+v- 
arding  finful'  How  different  are  the  Tinners  thoughts  of  his  own  (bite  O.kI- 
wnrd  before,  and  after  he  beholds  hirofdf  in  ibe  glats  of  the  law  !  Vfr  i.*  alive  111 
hi s  own  conceit  without  the  law;  overlooks  his  own  defers  and  provocati-ns* 
eipvciatfy  heart  fins;  and  is  full  of  him  fidf,  and  fearlds  of  the  wrath  of  liod; 
Hut  when  the  commandment  comes  to  his  conics  ence,  in  the  light  and  power  of 
the  Spirit,  all  his  vain  confidences  die  within  him  ;  He  then  fees  hmifdf  to  be 
guilty  and  Iaw*cuiuienim*d,  and  to  be  liable  to,  and  defervbig  of  eternal  death, 
and  utterly  incapable  of  being  juArfied  by  any  nghteoufnefs  of  his  own.  Acd, 
O  htiw  happy  is  it  not  to  be  under  the  law,  as  a  covenant  uf  works  !  It  was 
indeed  ordained  for  life,  in  cafe  of  perfect  obedience  to  it;  but  it  is  impofli- 
blcforus,  in  our  fallen  ftate,  to  perform  the  rigid  counters  it  requires,  as  the 
condition  of  life;  and  yet  it  is  exceeding  firift  and  unyielding  in  its  demands,  and 
terribly  rigorous  in  its  curie  for  every  difobedicncc*  But  they,  that  believe  iu 
Jcfus,  are  as  dead  to  this  covenant  as  if  they  had  never  been  under  it ;  and  are 
as  much  delivered  from  it  as  a  wife  u  from  the  law  of  her  <k\id  Imfinn.l.  And 
as  a  woman  may  marry  another  man  without  inclining  the  guilt  of  aduilcry,  af¬ 
ter,  though  not  before,  her  firft  huJband  is  dead  ;  So  God,  by  the  eon  list  utmifc 
of  the  new  covenant,  has  cfpoiiferi  believers  to  Chrift,  not  to  acquit  them  of 
their  natural  obligations  to  the  law  of  tht  ir  c.rralkm,  but  to  fue  them  from  it  a 
curfe  for  their  t ran fgivlltons  of  it  ;  and  to  engage  *md  enable  them,  by  vitim* 
derived  from  tiicir  fceond  living  htdbaml,  to  briny;  forth  fruits  of  hotim'fr  to  the 
praifeund  gloryof  God,  that  they  may  ferve  him  in  newisefs  of  the  Spirit,  and  not 

in 

N  O 

undoubtedly  had  his  eye  upon  £ rate,  as 

f  V  of  lij*  relief  and  Ju>pc*  in  oppnfi- 

\liV\  Ut  ^hat  be  excreted  from  :hc  la*'; 

wu  ih&  wrtti*  arc  a  duett  auiwcr  to  the 


T  K. 

jort-L 


qu^flion;  ihc  fWf  or  f.tvv*r 
liod  iruft  ut*,  at  leu'L  injndod  in  his  delimit, 
u-hr;i  hsj  il;y^  1  {hank  Gs^,  Jys 

CbrUi  w  LwZ. 
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in  the  way  of  merely  external  performances*  Biit,  alas  !  How  great  U  the  re* 
mat  11  tier  of  corruption  in  Gorins  own  people  !  They  arc  (till  in  feme  degree  car¬ 
nal  ;  and  nre  too  often,  though  not  with  their  foil  confent  and  approbation,  car¬ 
ried  into  bondage  and  captivity  to  fin  ;  and,  fo  far  as  they  are  unrenewed,  no 
|!ood  thing  dwells  in  them :  For  when  they  are  left  to  thctnfelves,  and  are  under 
the  power  of  temptation,  they  do  not  find  fuch  a  readings  to  perform  good 
duties  as  they  ought,  and  would  :  frit  arc,  at  times,  betrayed  into  the  com- 
millions  of  fins  which  they  hate  and  difidtoiv  of?  and  into  the  omiflicn  of  duties 
which  they  would  fain  be  conftantly  pra  Ailing:  And  even  when  good  defires  and 
pur  poles  are  in  their  minds,  they  arc  Ju  met  tinea  troubled  with  the  counter- 
actings  of  evil  thoughts,  which  hinder  their  Ready  and  etfeAtial  purfuits,  and 
executions  of  their  nah’.cft  defigns  for  God  and  religion,  O  how  direffly  con¬ 
trary  is  all  thi*  to  the  fettled  principles  and  dtfpoiitions  of  thrir  holy  fouls  ! 
Their  in  molt,  habitual,  and  moft  governing  fatfe  and  inclinations  are  entirely 
on  the  fide  of  God’s  holy  law,  which  they  heartily  confent  to,  approve  of,  and 
flclight  in,  as  every  wav  right  and  fit'  fo  that  they  can  truly  fay, (t  is  not  they 
ibemfclves,  as  ChriftiariH  aud  renewed,  but  the  remainder  of  indwelling  fin,  that 
it  the  tpring  of  it;  that  th'y  themfelves,  utlh  their  whole  folds,  fu  ice  rely  fervethr 
law  of  God,  and  would  gladly  do  it  hi  every  infiance  whaUbever  !  and  that  it  h 
only  fe  far  forth  as  they  arc  nnrcneuTd,  that  they  at  any  time  aA  a  contrary  part, 
under  a  fort  of  force,  in  fervirg  the-  law  of  fin.  liuthow  diftrelfingare  thefe  work¬ 
ings  of  l'tn  hi  them  !  They  arc  the  greatelt  burthen  of  their  lives*  and  coft  them 
many  a  fijh  and  groan:  and  make  them  carnefHy  long  and  pray  for  deliverance. 
And  how  reviving  are  the  hape3  of  relief  in  Chrift  agamtl  this  worft  of  evils,  and 
thiy  grcntelt  l'orrow  of  their  hearts  !  Were  it  not  for  this,  they  would  think 
ihcnifvives  watched  loan  overwhelm  hi£*  But  O  how  fiipportlng and  comfort* 
ing  is  the  thought  of  that  freedom,  which  they  already  have  from  the  guilt  and 
icign  of  (in,  through  faith  in  the  Lord  jL-fus  Chrift;  and  of  that  entire  sod  ever- 
lifting  deliverance  which  they  ihall  coiifcqiuaJtly  have  from  all  remainders  of  it 
hereafter!  Bldt  ed  he  God  for  Jcfus  Chrilt,  and  for  this  hope  of  a  perfeft  and 
fittlefs  Hate  through  him* 


CHAP.  VIII* 


"The  apojlle  fits  forth  th$  freedom  of  believers  from  CQ?ukmnationy  and 
their  real  character,  by  *vhh  h  they  may  he  dijiinguijbed  from  all  o* 
tiers,  I  >—8.  Their  privileges  as  having  the  Spirit  cf  Chrifi,  as 
their  principle  of  life,  tkeir  guide  and  v>it suffer,  and  in  being  the 
children  of  God ,  and  heirs  of  glory,  9, — 17,  The  comfort  of  their 
hopeful profpefls  under  all prefent  tribulations,  18, — 25*  Their  afi 
ftjlance  from  the  Spirit  in  prayer,  26,  27.  Their  interejl  in  the  love 
cf  Gad,  as  the  original fpring  tf  all  their  hUffngs,  28,-30.  And 
their  triumph,  through  Lbrijl,  over  all  the  enemies  of  (heir  fiilvatiofiy 

3  *  1—39* 


Tit  JIT, 

J’KfJv  is  there¬ 
fore  Hour  no 

COD* 


Paraphrase* 

C INCE  therefore  *,  as  1  have  (hewn  at  large,  (chapt 
^  Hi-  21 .  and  chap,  iv*  v.  vL)  and  but  now  expref* 
fed  my  joy  in  it,  ( chap *  vii.  24*)  the  grace  of  God,  thro* 

Jcfus 

w  O  T  E. 


The  particle  {**«)  tbf refers  pkmly  feventh  chapter,  vhere  the  ajmftle  tksnis  G'A 

filers  thst  thi*  is  an  inference  from  foniething  for  stiver  a  net  t  through  ft  fat  Cbra ?,  from  the 
that  had  been  laid  before;  and  iL  Jonns  to  he  guilt  and  reigning  powtr  of  fin.  But  a* 
waft  immediately  frum  the  vrrfi;  of  (Iig  that  thought  'lyus  founded  upon  his  main  ar¬ 


gument. 


ct.  viii. 
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ctaidcjn nation  to 
them  which  *re. 
in  Cfirift  Jefui* 
who  walk  not  af' 
ter  the  flelh,  hoi 
dirriht  Spirit. 


t  F«r  the  law 
if  the  Spirit  of 

life, 


Hits  thrift,  delivers  all  mie  believers  from  the  guilt 
and  dominion  of  fin  j  in  order  to  bis  treeing  rhein,  in 
due  time,  from  all  remainders  of  it*  We  may  hence  af* 
furcdly  conclude,  that  there  is  now  at  prefrm,  even  in 
this  imperfect  world,  no  fentence  of  law  condemnation 
{landing  out  ag^iiift  them,  that  are  vitally  united  to 
Chriit,  and  become  members  of  bis  myfiical  body, 
through  faith  in  him:  They  may  humbly  rejoice  in  'his, 
that  being  thus  in  Chrid,  as  their  head  and  hufband,  the 
curfc  of  the  law  is  actually  reverted  on  his  account,  as 
to  them,  who,  though  attended  with  many  bewailed 
and  con dern liable  infirmities, are  diftinguifiied  from  mere 
profeflbrs,  by  their  aciing,  in  the  general  and  govern* 
ing  courfe  of  their  lives  and  converfatton,  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dictates  and  inclinations  of  corrupt  nature, 
for  gratifying  the  flefli;  but  according  to  the  wiirten 
word,  which  was  indited  by  the  Spirit ;  as  alio  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fpirttuai  principle,  which  was  wrought  in 
them  by  regenerating  grace  \  and  according  to  the  fug* 
gdlions,  guidance,  and  allifhnces  of  the  Spirit  himfelt, 
and  agreeable  to  his  holy  nature  and  will. 

2  For  *  as  the  moral  law  was  in  Chri!l,  the  anointed 
Saviour’s  heart;  and  he,  according  to  covenant-engage¬ 
ments 


HOI 

foment,  which  he  had  purfuod  in  the  forc- 
chapters*  alwjut  the  belkvcr’s  la-L-i n ^ 
u.*  tilled  freely  by  God's  ercwe,  through  faith, 
the  rigHtcoul'neft  of  Cnrift,  and  being  cit- 
^U!  on  that  principle  to  live  to  God,  ue 
r-  iv  carry  trtH-  view  hack*  not  only  to  the  im- 
mjjiately  preceding  ver:V*  but  tikewi'e  to  hU 
whole  difeourfe  *m  tliotc  heads*  asihcpto- 
j?;iic$  frosn  which  he  drew  this  conch:  ft  on. 

•  As  the  apolfle  in  this  verft*  ar.d  this 
only  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
rtup'ir,  alter*  his  iUie,  and  fpeaksu^aii;  in 
tkzfirf  perfit:  fitttxter,  as  bo  had  all  along  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  preceding  chapter;  he 
Ctims  here  cn  refer  luck  In  the  thinks  he  had 
olijrnl  to  God,  through  Jcfus  Gin  ill,  for » .;r 
dri;vt**act  j rom  tlx  body  cf  death ,  in.  the 
trf  rhzt  <Iilh>nrfe*.(Ter.  *4.)  Rut  atoong  the 

v-rious  interpretations  J  have  met  Kith,  of 
fiits  phraic,  T.?r  hv>  of  ibt  fpirtt  of  lift  in 
Chnjt  Jcfai  it  is  difficult  iuliy  to  adjull  any 
enc  of  them  to  the  direct  icupe  of  the  apoi- 
liv's  argument  in  this  and  the  two  following 
varies  which  evidently  w,  to  fiipport  his  at- 
f^rtion,  (*er-  1.)  that  ih&4  h  t$fp  no  ct,Kdct;~ 
ztfitv:  M  lit'™  ib-jt  art  ja  Cbrijt  ftpa*  It  may 
po'fihly  five  fomer  light  to  the  pafiage  bekJ.e 

i:i*  i;  wc  consider,  that  by  the  lav*,  m  the  a- 
j  title's  Uile,  is  often  mum.  tit  wtirku  and 
r  v  r  of  thi  fa"*  performed  bobedi- 

coLLuit,  Tin and  (H  ri&hustf- 


’  E  $. 

rttfi  of  iLsfaurt  arc  with  him  trrrr^  of  much 
the  fame  import,  in  the  two  \\  wi  l-h,  t  ^r. 
3,  4.)  anti  l<>  are  birtpir-g  tk*:  fo\vt  fr'/cg 
the  ri^btconfite/  oj  the  Lni*t  ;_c::up,  Lh  ij, 
fkllmht yj  ffnf  ifv  tew  fij  yis^f LL’td 
flckin^  c^hlormniUS  hv  t*  *-  *f  lit  :.:^y 

(chap,  is*  Jt,  3»-)  ynJ  JK.-1'ig  j  Hilled  by  tvf 
btTTj  and  jtijjiji+d  by  tKi  r;r  r;  ihr 
of  itK  /fiw,  (chap,  ilk  10.  and  Gw  A  ii.  i&, 
coiTij^ii-cd  with  Girt,  hi.  1 1,  and  v,  4.)  A^- 

oirdiug  to  this  ftori:  of  the  word.  I.V  hip 
tht  fp'rti  fifr  11;  Ch" 'V  ffis*  hi* 

obedience  lo  the  I*ni>  vj::&  tku  h;  bit 

{PfiLx h  Jf,)  w1ik*U  obctlirnfo  \v\  man, 
was  fit  1  td  ha',  a  (Til  led  in*  and  earned  thrun^h 
by  the  iJ\dy  Spirit*  bv  whenc  iin;n;j4Llc  opc- 
nfbn  bo9i:m  rut^rj  was  thil  hdy  iru:^ 
\v}';dt  born  irffht  [  trth*  i.  jj.)  uiid 

hy  wh*jii:  aiioiatiu^  ^  mtwjuic*  our  L  jrI 
v wt  dv:irg  fivosf,  (y/r  >  s.*  \S.  :.tu\  w/W- 

dd  hlntpf  Titirboui  /pot  f?  \y. .  14.) 

A  nd  h  e  in  a  y  he  culhxi  / -V  Sp:r  tt ./ ;  c :  1;  L  V*  J 
hc+a  Ur,  by  his  hnat  agency  uith  i:.c 
Father  and  vhe  body  ofChnll  \\u*  t-i- 
ft  *!  ike  deed  t'»  imin  *rr;;l  licet  uim  Ik- 
I'aiui:  ht  a  quickmhig  fpiutto  :dl  ilat /.re 
in  t'hrlf,  ':nd  wiii  i^ilc  their  timwal  h^itks 

1  o  eWi na!  1::l\  as  it  5;i  tJir  O'nti.xl, 

wi\  jo,  m  ,  ,  1  fourth  the  L  w  lnTsi  j;i  ■- 

k?n  of,  i:riv.  li:ivo:h  i'C  uiV^  MtL:  L  ' 

t  1a-  hti^oc it  lliv  Father  wu\ 
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life,  «n  chr54  je*  merits  with  the  Father,  od  behalf  of  his  people,  com* 

2«  filS.  P'«cly  fatisficd  it,  by  hU  obedieoce  and  Offerings  in 

U*  of  fm  and  their  ro^m  and  Head,  under  the  conduct  and  amiiancc 

of  that  Divine  Spirit,  who  is  life  idelf,  and  is  an  anima¬ 
ting  principle  wherever  he  dwells,  ami  worked  power¬ 
fully  in  the  human  nature  of  Chrift,  to  invigorate  him 
in  the  whole  of  his  mediatorial  performances  on  earth, 
and  then  railed  him  from  the  dead;  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  Iawp  which  Chrift  thus  fulfilled,  being  made  over 
through  faith,  by  the  gracious  conftituriou  nf  the  gof* 
pel,  which  is  eftablifhed  in  him,  and  becomes  effectual* 
through  the  quickening  influences  of  his  Spirit*  hasdif- 
charged  me  from  the  condemning  power  of  fin,  which 
rendered  me  obnoxious  to  eternal  death ;  and  in  confe* 
q iience  thereof,  it  has  delivered  me  from  the  dominion 
of  every  iniquity:  and,  at  the  diflolution  of  this  mortal 
frame,  will  entirely  rid  me  of  all  the  workings  and  in¬ 
dwellings  of  corruption*  which  I  groan  under,  while  I 
am  here  in  the  body*  And  this  happy  privilege  is  not 
peculiar  to  me,  as  an  apofllc  ;  but  equally  belongs  to  all 
of  us  that  believe* 

3  For  wlm  the  3  For  as  the  law,  under  the  form  of  a  covenant  of 
it*  was  wor^3>  made  perfeft  obedience  the  condition  of  life,  and 
threughtht  pronounced  a  curfe  for  every  fin;  it  was  impoffihle  that 

any  tranfgrcflbr  (liould  ever  be  ju faded,  or  acquitted 
from  condemnation,  by  its  tenor,  or  by  Us  own  fulfil¬ 
ling  the  righteoufnefs  it  requires  :  But  that  which  was 
impoflible  for  the  law  to  do,  (»^«*>  rv  not  from 
any  defeft  In  ttfdf,  which  is  holy ,  and  gc<rdf  and 

Hill  the  fame,  as  when  it  was  firft  ordained  to  Zr/f,  (chap, 
vii,  10,  la*)  and  is  as  able  to  jufltfy  a  fin  left  man  as 
ever;  but  which  it  could  not  do,  through  the  impedi¬ 
ment,  that  arifes  from  the  corruption  of  nature,  as  this 
has  brought  us  under  guilt,  and  rendered  us  utterly  in- 
fufficietit  to  anfwer  its  juft  demands  ;  and  fo  has  made 

us 


n  o 

Sen,  \*hich  was  as  a  law  to  Chrift,  in  his  me* 
dfcstorial  capacity ;  yet  as  it  may  not  be  very 
mfy  to  conceive  hew  this  fliyuld  be  called 

tbt  fpirii  of  ft  ft  in  Ctoifl  and  a*  the  en¬ 

gagement,  which  Chrift  came  under  by  the 

law  of  mediation,  was  to  fulfil  the  njarj/law, 
in  th^room  andMoHihiienple;  I  would 
richer  underlland  it  ot  the  wrrV  Jaw,  as  ful¬ 
filled  by  him ;  and  this  makes  the  fcnfc  of 
the  term  ia-ur  moll  uniform  in  the  whole  ar¬ 
gument  here,  and  in  the  two  following  veries; 
and  gives  an  harmonious  view  of  it,  in  all  its 
paL't$>  with  full  flrcngth  and  force*  But  If 
fry  the  /a  10  of  the  f pint  of  life  in  Chrijl  yt/xt 
ibould  be  meant*  as  ibint  have  thought*-  the 


•  *:n 


T  JL. 

dfipcnfatlon,  or  do&rineof  (race,  as 
ted  fc*  the  gcdpcl ;  ox  if,  as  others  app 
tut  /pin/ 1 if  hftt  fignifics  life  it  felf,  ac 
to  the  ufe  of  this  phrde  Id  ad-  n*  and 
ih  the  taw  *f  the  fpirit  of  hft  tn  Cbtijl  denotes 
the  powerful  operation  of  thb  life,  which  is 
fpoken  of  as  1  law  in  him,  in  opposition  to 
the  workings  of  the  law  of  JS vm4  waifr  in  m  \ 
both  theft:  ionics,  as  well  as  that  'xhkh  reftn 
to  the  law  of  mediation,  may  be  undertone] 
In  a  manner  very  confifttnt  u  Lth  what,  if  I 
mKlake  not,  U  princijiaHy  intended  ;  ami 
therefore*  though  1  prefer  ihl*,  as  m  akLig 
the  argument  moft  nf  a  piece,  I  have  ovL 
wholly  excluded  thofe. 
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fldb'Gad  fending  us  incapable  fuhje&s  of  its  abfohring  and  jaftifying  fen- 

t^UUneft'  of  tcncc>  hJ  virtue  of  any  thing  found  in  us  :  This  irnpof- 
toi  snd  fible  thing  to  the  law,  God,  in  his  infinite  wifdom  and 
fur  (in  condemn-  grace*  has  done  in  another  way,  by  fending  Into  our 
m  in  the  wov\^  hjs  0wn  dear  and  eflential  Son,  {ro7  *****  ***)  who 

afluracd  human  nature  into  perfonal  union  with  himfelf  3 
fo  that  he  was  Cod  maniftfted  in  the  fejby  (1  Tim-  in. 
16*)  and  was  truly  made  of  a  womant  and  made  under 
thelawy  (Gal-  iv,  4.)  and  that  in  fuch  a  low  condition*, 
as  carried  a  rcfembtance  of  the  finful  ft  ate  into  which 


we  were  fallen,  though  he  really  had  no  (in  of  his  own  ; 
And  being  thus  fern  to  do  honour  in  our  nature  to  the 
law,  and  anfwer  the  great  defigns  of  divine  love  to  us, 
God,  by  the  atoning  fucrifice  which  he  offered  f,  ftiew* 
cd  his  juft  and  unyielding  abhorrence  of  fin,  and  both 
paffed  and  executed  a  judicial  fen  fence  againft  it,  in 
the  penal  fufferings*  that  Chrift,  as  our  fubftirute,  en¬ 
dured  in  his  crucified  flefh,  when  he  bis  man f elf  bore  our 
Jins  in  his  own  body  on  the  treet  (1  Pet *  ii,  14.)  and  fo 
God  condemned  (in  in  him,  by  infli&tng  the  punilh- 
ment  due  to  it  upon  him  % 

4  That  the  4  To  the  end  that  (*>“)  the  whole  righteoufnefs  J  de- 
rjjhieouihds  ^of  manded  by  the  holy  and  broken  Jaw,  in  fuffering  iu 

curie. 


NOTES* 


*  Chrift  appeared  jj»  fit  Rkexefi  of  fia/til 

as  he  wa*  attended  with  all  the  natural 

hUTv.n  infirmities  of  infancy  and  wcAncft, 

pin  And  poverty*  hunger  and  thirft,  mor* 

tditv  and  death*  which  are  the  fruits  of 
■  ■■ 

!:*ii  and  with  raterm!  appearances  of  de¬ 
pravity  in  his  rircunKifioh,  legal  purifica¬ 
tion,  (ice  the  note  on  Lviciun.)  baptifm, 
?nd  rrpn>ad\ful  fuflerings  under  the  Kirfe 
or  the  taw* 

t  fur  £ a  (mjf  H  the  very 

phraie  to  the  fept*Jginrt  by  which  the/ra-c/>r- 
I4 j,  that  vert  typical  of  the  iacritite  o( 
thrift,  wene  ufually  exprefled*  See  ajgrtaE 
miry  inElanott  of  this  in  ’Dr  Wmtby  on  the 
place. 

|  Tit  nihttovfiztfs  of  the  law  evidently 
mcjos  the  nghteoufricfs  required  by  the  u*cn! 
kv;  as  it  unqucHfinubly  docs,  when  the 
spoil le  (peaks  of  the  Gentile*  taping  iht  rigk- 
trtaftstfsif  thtl&w^  (chap*  ii.  ifi*}  which  ii 
the  only  place  befides,  where  thU  phrafc  (to 
ktxv&ftx  ra  rttw)  is  it  fed  The  moral  law 
runt  lifcewifr  needs  be  included  at  lead,  when 
in  a  kindred  phrifc,  he  fays,  (dwp  x.  y,) 
N'fts  itfinbe r  lit  rlghisottfiteft  which  h  of  lit 
/rf-y,  jm  JixJiwevficT  «mr  rx  rn  fiat  the 

Mu  which  doth  ;fcfc  things  fiuli  but  by  them* 
Accordingly  it  ii  here  Jpokcn  of,  as  that  ngh* 
emends  of  the  law  which  is  nrveflary  ro 
f  c:  2s  from  coBthflinaion;  and  the  fins 


a^sinft  which  were  condemned  in  the  flelh  of 
diritl  i  And  this  n^htcoufreft’*  bet rg  fulfil- 
ltd  in  w,  or  bjt  or  firas^  as  the  prepoliOon 
(iv)  fometimes  figAtfies,  and  is  rendered,  by 
and  /*r,  Matth.  v,  34.  and  vi  7.  and  Hcb. 
u  r)  iceras  by  the  turn  of  the  exptdlipn, 
and  t lie  nature  of  the  argument  in  hand,  to 
refer  to  the  righteoutneu  which  was  wrought 
out  by  ChrUi,  as  our  Head  and  Surety,  foe 
us,  and  is  imputed  for  juftification  to  ux, 
through  faith  in  him,  as  if  U  had  been 
wrought  out  by  ourfdves,  rather  than  to  a 
righteou  theft  that  is  per  Iona  Jly  fulfilled,  or 
filed  up  hy  us,  a\  this  word  (tX^Ss)  lignu 
fics;  and  it  U  the  fame  word  that  is  tiled  con- 
cernixig  Chrift^s  fuiriUing  tiie  bw,  (Matih* 

v  17*)  Foe  ai  thebwii  iaidtobe 

the  fjht  (ver.  3.)  fo  we  cannot  be  properly 
(aid  to  fulfil  the  rigfy&ufitefs  of  the  law  by  our 
own  imperfect,  though  finrcrc  obedience  to 
its  precepts ;  much  ids  to  jnvc  fiitUfafUMi  to 
Us  threatening*,  both  of  which  go  into  the 
fighmnfncfs  that  a  brtitti  law  demands :  But 
Chrifl  did  the  firft  of  thefe  for  believers  by 
his  obedience,  and  the  tall  by  Ins  death,  when 
Jitt  condemned  In  hh  fiejb*  And  if  we  here 
take  the  prcpfjfitktt  (iv)  to  fignify  injlc&d  ef\ 

as  our  jrtfjjftfftfW.w  and  Uxtctgraphtr  j  tcU  u% 

it  is  iiia^etinces  wild,  ;he  fenk  will  bc„  Out 
the  TiylUwfafs  cf  the  {aw  f&:jht  be  fz  fifed  ,y 
Chriii  ii-jhsd  of  us.  Hoover,  it  would  ho 

dirtfUy 
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ike  Jaw  might  he 
fulfilled  ii»  usf 
who  walk  not  af¬ 
ter  the  fl.'tV  hat 
•ftn  the  spirit* 
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I  For  they  that 
are  after  the  fli-fh, 
do  mind  the 
things  of  the 
flefli  i  but  tlw7 
that  ace  after  the 

Spirit,  the  things 
of  the  Spirit, 


curfe,  as  well  as  in  obeying  its  precepts*  might  be  HI* 
led  up  by  oar  public  head  and  representative*  in  our 
nature*  and  in  our  room  and  Read ;  and  To  might  he 
deemed*  in  legal  eft  t  matron*  to  be  fulfilled  fur*  and  by 
tbofe  of  us*  who  are  believers*  not  in  the  name  and 
notion  only*  burin  Gncerity  and  truth;  or  who*  as  I 
faid  before*  (ver*  r.)  and  now  repeat  it*  bccaufe  of  its 
vaft  importance  to  prevent  felf-decei rings*  have  our 
dated  and  habitual  conversation  in  the  world  toward  God 
and  man*  not  according  to  the  principles  of  corrupt  na¬ 
ture*  which  to  our  grief  ftill  remain  in  us:  But  accord¬ 
ing  to  tbofe  higher  and  nobler  principles  that  are  im¬ 
planted  in  our  hearts*  and  are  continually  maintained 
and  a  (fitted  by  the  Spirit  of  God;  and  that  are  agreeable 
to  his  mind  and  will*  and  to  the  rule  which  bv  has  given 
us  in  his  iufpired  word*  as  alf  >  to  the  fettled  inclination 
and  temper  of  our  renewed  fouls  :  Thefe*  and  none  but 
thefc*  are  vitally  in  Ctuitt;  and  fo  freed  from  condem¬ 
nation  through  him. 

5  For*  whatever  our  profeflion  be*  as  to  tbofe  that 
are  ftill  under  the  direction,  power,  and  dominion  of 
corrupt  principles  ;  they  habitually  confuk  and 

relith,  purfue  and  take  pleafurc  in  fuch  worldly*  fen- 
fual*  and  finfui  things*  as  are  agreeable  to  their  curiul 
and  unrenewed  appetites,  and  may  be  ftyied  the 
qf  the  ficjbz  {CaL  v.  19*}  But  on  the  contrary*  as  to 
thofe  that  are  under  the  guidance*  influence*  and  do¬ 
minion  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  of  the‘ gracious  principles 
which  he  infufed  into  them  in  their  regeneration  ;  they 

think  of  and  are  addified  to*  contrive  and  reliili, 
follow  after  and  delight  in  thofe  things  that  are  of  a 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  nature*  agreeable  to  their  renew¬ 
ed  inclinations*  and  according  to  the  di£hte$  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Spirit.  And  it  is  plain*  that  not  the  fit'll,  but  only 
the  thefe  forte  of  perfons  are  united  Co  Chrift*  as 
true  believers*  and  are  the  happy  fubjtcls  of  freedom 
from  condemnation  hy  him; 

6  For 

T  E* 

point  H  much  as  if  he  had  intended  to  fay, 
that  the  end  of  what  CSrirf  did  was,  ibt 
they  might,  in  their  own  purfor.i*  fulfil  lie 
righteoumtf*  of  the  W,  as  Lv  a*  they*  wi^,: 
be  capable  of  it  in  this  tire;  for  lh±t  Uy  in 
cJfcti,  the  fame  ihinj  with  tsm.joc£  ms  r/',^ 
the  jufii  but  after  the  Spint,  u'hich  the 
lure  make*  to  be  the  r*iftui£inihiu£  obarrfffc-r 
of  them  t*  whom  the  rtyhienaf^ift  A  \ht  /  i*i' 

V  h  ■ 

is  fvifithd%  juft:  as  he  had  before  of  y 

vtmrn  ibere  H  tftfw  rto  ft&WflJfiflB,  OQ  account 

of  tlvdi  bang  in  Cbrtji,  (ter.  1*) 


N  O 

tflreflly  conlraiy  to  the  whole  ifcfigii  of  the 
apofihe’t  argument,  tv  ruppefe  that  either  o- 
bedience  were  to  be  performed,  or  fatiffeftion 
to  be  knadc  to  the  law  by  belies  ns  them  fet  vet 
for  their  jaftificatDOD,  or  to  free  them  from 
caadem  nation’:  And  yet  he,  a  the  fame 
lime,  maintains  the  nenflity  of  pcrfcnal  0- 
bediena  to  the  moral  tmpt  hy  hit  adding,  at 
the  clofc  of  this  verlc,  and  inlifting  up  an  it 
in  fcverai  following  verfes,  chat  this  privilege 
belongs  only  to  them,  vie  vjoA  not  after  iac 
frP,  bui  after  th  SfuVt  wiikb  ft  cures  that 
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i  For  to  be 
minded 
ii  fibril ;  but  in 
La  fj>iHtn&Ely 
ndn&d  »'j  life  and 
pact; 


7  Bennie  the 
pzrail  mind  >'j 
entmty  ig?inO 
G^dr  forte  u  not 
Oibject  to  the  law 
of  God,  neither 
hnUri  can  be. 


R  5o  then  they 
ihir  »rt  in  t(>c 

tfrih  cmnot  plwfe 


6  For  to  have  the  prevailing  bent*  bias,  and  delight 
of  the  mind  and  heart  turned  to  fenfual,  worldly,  and 
fmful  objefU  *,  and  tb  live  and  ad  accordingly,  is,  in 
its  own  nature,  a  fpiritual  death  in  treipafles  and  fins, 
which  deferves,  tends  to,  and  perfifted  in,  will  certain¬ 
ly  ifiue  in  eternal  death:  But  to  have  our  roindB  fre¬ 
quently  complacemially,  intently,  and  transform  ingly 
employed  about  fpiritual  things,  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  of  fpiritual  principles,  is  itfelf  a 
fpiritual  life,  which  fills  the  foul  with  the  fweeteft  fe- 
reuity  and  peace;  and  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  by 
the  gracious  conltitution  of  the  gofpel,  it  tends  to,  and 
is  the  beginning  and  earned  of,  cverlafting  life  and  peace 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  bleffed  God,  and  will  certainly 
ifiue  in  it.  This  can  never  he  laid  of  any  one  that  is 
in  a  carnal  unregenerate  ftate : 

7  Becaufe  the  whole  bent  and  difpofition  of  the  car¬ 
nal  heart,  which  is  fet  upon  earthly  things,  as  its  chief 
and  chofen  good,  Hands  in  dire&  oppofition  to  the  (def¬ 
ied  and  holy  God ;  to  his  perfections,  authority,  and 
government ;  to  the  revelation  he  has  made  of  his  mind 
and  will;  and  to  a  conformity  to  him,  and  a  fpiritual 
enjoyment  of  him:  It  i*  not  only  difinclined  and  averfe 
to  him,  but  is  downright  enmity  itfelf  againft  him,  un¬ 
der  every  con  Mention  of  him,,  that  does  not  comport 
with,  hut  would  lay  a  reftraint  upon  its  pride  and  paf- 
fions,  or  its  depraved  temper  and  in  te  re  (Is,  pleafures 
and'deligns,  in  any  inliance  wharfoever  :  For  fnch  is  its 
defperatc  malignity,  and  unyielding  contrariety  to  the 
good  and  holy  law  of  God,  that  it  will  by  no  means  be 
brought  into  afuhje£tion  to  his  authority  therein,  or  in¬ 
to  a  compliance  with  its  fpiritual  and  righteous  demands; 
lior  indeed  has  it  any  principles  or  difpofitions  of  its  own, 
that  can  be  turned  that  way;  the  heart  itfelf  muft  be 
changed,  by  renewing  grace,  before  it  can  he  reconci¬ 
led,  or  brought  over  to  God. 

8  So  then,  it  clearly  follows  from  all  this,  that  they 
who  are  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  under  the  power  and  do¬ 
minion  of  carnal  principles,  and  corrupt  affeftions,  ate 
utterly  unable  of  themfdves,  and  while  they  continue 
in  that  date,  to  do  any  thing  that  is  fpiritually  good, 
and  pleating  in  the  fight  of  God  :  (lee  the  paraph rafe  on 
chap.  vii.  j.J  And  therefore  they  cannot,  in  any  confifi. 


N  O 

*  T*j  be  ext  natty  ntUi&rf  (to  r  Eg 

is  tile  Janie  expreffinn  in  the  Gresk 
rut  is  Tfiukrrf  in  the  next  V£?fc  the  earnal 
j*V,  and  ihc  coiin/cl,  wiftJon*,  af* 

^iii(!^irc  of  ;Lt  an*  she  like ; 


tence 

T  E.^ 

And  Co  !c  tc  f;4r\t:;a!tj  nznM  {to  fpon rt 
u -f  j  hivrt  a  IcnJeoppufoe  to  thcoihrrj 
mJ  iiwh  tUfc  condpofuil  to  what 

the  ilitig  1  cf 

w.  5- 


iqj  ihjtn  l i-.t if  CTjrm 

ura*  ctttcj,  *ti:ui:vg  cr  finra:nir;g  ti 
-u  1  7  ,1  cj  th  SrirJ* 

*  »  4h  J  p  ■ 
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J 


9  Em  ye  are 
no*  the  fle(h, 
bm  in  the  Spirit* 
if  Co  he  that  the. 
Spirit  of  God 
dwell  in  you.  Now 
if  any  mao  have 
net  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  he  is  aone 
of  hu* 


tcncc  with  his  holy  nature  and  will,  and  with  the  ho* 
nour  of  his  law  and  government,*  be  fo  in  Chrift,  as  to 
be  difehatged  from  the  condemning  fentence  of  the  law, 
and  accepted  of  God  to  eternal  life* 

9  But  1  am  perfuaded  better  things  of  you,  brethren, 
though  1  thus  (peak,  {Heb+  vi.  9*)  :  Ye  arc  not  under  the 
dominion  of  corrupt  nature*  though  there  be  lamented 
and  oppofed  remainders  of  it  Hill  with  you :  But  ye  arc 
under  the  prevalent  guidance  and  government  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  of  a  fpi  ritual  and  gracious  principle, 
which  he  has  wrought  in  you  ;  becaufe  he  has  takrn  up 
an  abiding  refidence  in  you,  as  in  his  temple,  by  way 
of  fpccial  relation,  and  peculiar  mamfeftation  and  in* 
flue  nee  *;  and  it  U  undoubtedly  true,  that  ye  are  re* 
generated  and  ruled  by  this  Divine  Spirit,  in  cafe  he  thus 
really  dwells  in  you,  as  I  truft  he  doth  But  (^)  if,  af¬ 
ter  all,  there  fhould  be  any  of  you,  that  is  not  panakcT 
of  the  renewing  and  fan&ifying  operations  of  the  Holy 
Ghoflj  who  is  as  properly  the  Spirit  of  the  Son  t>  as  of 
the  Father,  I  mult  be  fo  faithful  as  to  tell  you  plainly, 
that,  be  fuch  a  performs  pretences  what  they  will,  he  is 
not  united  to  Chrift,  as  a  member  of  his  myfticat  body, 
through  faith  in  him ;  he  is  not  a  child  in  his  family  by 
adoption  and  the  new  birth;  he  is  not  a  fubject  of  hit 
kingdom  by  the  conquefts  of  his  grace ;  nor  ha*  he  any 
claim  to  his  care  of  him,  as  his  property  and  charge  for 
eternal  falvation ;  and,  if  he  lives  and  die?  in  his  pre* 
font  condition,  Chrift  will  not  own  Kim  for  Air,  nor  ad* 


to  And  tf  Chrift 

be  in  yon,  the  bo¬ 
dy  if  dtid ,  be* 

caufeof  iin;  but 
the  Spirit  it  life, 

beeaufe 


judge  him  10  eternal  life,  as  fuch,  at  the  laft  day* 

10  On  the  contrary,  If  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  has  taken 
up  his  abode  in  you,  as  in  thofc  that  are  united  to  him  * 
your  bodies  indeed  are  ftUl  mortal,  and  will  certainly 
'  die,  as  well  as  other  mens,  by  reafon  of  the  flrft  rrani- 
greflion,  which  has  fubje&td  all  mankind  to  corporal 
death  according  to  the  fentence  which  God  pronounced 
upon  them  in  rfdam%  their  publick  head,  {Gen.  iiL  19*); 
and  beeaufe  of  the  remainder  of  fin  which  ftill  abided  in 


you,  and  prevents  the  repeal  of  rhar  part  of  the  ftntence, 
which  relates  merely  to  temporal  death,  till  in  a  ftnlcfs 
ftate,  mortality  (hall  be  fwallowcd  up  of  life ;  Never- 

thelcfs. 


-  K.  0 

*  Th«  paniw,  (ninf)  if  fi  ltt  might 

lia«  bwn  jaftly  rendered,  bccaufe  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God  dwells  in  your  and  16  may  be 
conhdemt  rather  a?  a  note  of  tenfdtxtc  than 
of  doab/t  concerning  the  Spirit  of  GotPt 
dwelling  in  them*  whom  the  apoftlc  had 
fptfke  ofi  (chap,  t  yt  N  )  as  btliwers,  that 
were  beloved  God,  and  called  to  be  joints. 
See  filadrwglfrf  focred  tlafpcS)  vol.  ii*  p  103. 
Hcwevtr,  I  hm  taken  in  both  ftnfei* 


X  E  S* 

f  The  Sfnrti  &f  God*  and  ffcr  Spirit  ff  Chrift  K 
are  here  ulnl  pronnfcuoufly^  as  term*  vt  the 
fame  import,  to  intimate',  that  Cl  nil,  as 
welt  as  :hc  Father,  is  God*  and  thu  »iie 
Holy  Spirit  as  cflemiaily  belong*  to,  a;«I  :$ 
3j  inseparable  from  the  Son,  as  jroni  cite  IV 
tier  hirnfelf;  being  as  much  the  tjmt 

of  the  one,  a$  of  the  other  of  thtdc  dtYU-C 
pertain* 


Ch.  viii. 


Tit 
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bAiufr  «f  nn- 
rightmilBclSp 


ii  Bat  if  the 
Spirit  of  him  thit 
riil'^d  up  Jxfilt 
from  the  dad 
d'jidl  in  7011;  he 
chj  raifed  up 
Oirift  from  the 
de-id  Xhall  xlib 
ijn/icea  yoin  mo  r* 
ui  Udict,  by  hi* 
Sp*iit  that  dttdl- 

in  you* 


11  TbcrcFoie, 

iifrthrcnv  arc 

debpns,  not  to 
the  fr'ffi,  to  live 
after  the  flcilu 


tbeleis,  your  fouls  are  already  made  fpi  ritually  alive,  and 
lhail  live  in  glory  and  bl died  nets  for  ever,  on  account 
of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift;  becaufe  it  is  wrought  out 
for  you,  and  imputed  to  you,  to  deliver  you  from  con¬ 
demnation,  and  from  the  fecond  death;  and  by  means 
of  that  principle  of  true  holioefs,  which  is  implanted  in 
you  to  enable  you  to  live  to  God  here,  and  to  make  you 
meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  hereafter. 

11  And  (*‘)  as  to  your  bodies  themfelves,  they  lhail 
not  always  lye  in  the  rotting  grave,  as  though  death 
were  to  have  an  everlafting  dominion  over  them,  and  it 
were  never  to  he  turned  into  a  bl effing  to  them,  which 
are  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Gholl,  and  in  union  with 
Chrift :  No,  if  the  eternal  Spirit  of  God  the  Father, 
who  by  his  almighty  agency,  and  in  concurrence  with 
him,  railed  up  the  dead  body  of  Jefus,  the  Saviour,  from 
the  fepulchrc  * ;  if  this  Divine  Spirit  dwells  in  you  by 
peculiar  relation,  and  bv  quickening  and  fanflifying  o- 
pe ration ;  he  who  railed  up  the  anointed  head  of  the 
church,  as  their  reprefenmtive,  and  as  the Jirfi-fruitt  of 
them  that  fleep  in  him,  {1  Cur.  xv.  so,)  will  as  certain¬ 
ly,  in  conformity  to  Chrilt's  refurreftion,  and  in  virtue 
thereof,  raife  your  dead  bodies  front  the  grave,  at  'the 
Jaft  day,  to  a  glorious  and  immortal  life,  by  the  fame 
omnipotent  energy  of  his  Spirit,  who  has  taken  up  a 
gracious  and  everlafting  abode  in  you;  and  fo  the  rifen 
head  and  all  his  members  fhall  be  completely  glorified 
together  in  the  heavenly  world. 

I  a  Therefore,  my  dear  brethren  in  Chrift,  as  all  no  if* 
chief  and  ruin  is  owing  to  fin,  and  all  the  good  we  lute, 
and  hope  for,  is  conveyed  to  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit;  we 
certainly  can  be  under  no  obligation  to  the  law  of  fin, 
which  is  in  our  members,  nor  have  any  reafonahle  in¬ 
ducement  to  follow  its  pernicious  motions,  or  yield  o- 
bcdience  to  its  unrighteous  demands:  For  in  hat  fruit 
had  ye  in  thofe  things  whereof  ye  are  now  ajbamed  ?  The 
end  of  thofe  things,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  is  deatht 
(chap.  vi.  at.)  But  we  are  under  the  higheft  obligations 
to  the  good  Spirit  of  God ;  and  have  the  ftrongcu  mo¬ 
tives  to  live  anfwerable  to  his  holy. dictates. 

13  For 

T  E. 

dead;  as  may  be  fairly  coodudcd,  bc.*aufe 
the  Kifirfcfljon  of  Chrift  And  of  believer*  is 
fom crimes  aferibed  to  God  the  Father,  t  Cor* 
vi.  14*  At  others  to  Girift  hinrcfclf,  John  ii-  ip, 
11,  Ami  v.  *3, 19*  *nd  vi.  40,  and  At  others 
to  the  Holy  Giioft,  as  here,  and  t  Pet.  Jii* 
it),  And  ihdt  yardhwffj  ««r  mor tel  btfifi  is 

meant  of  railing  then*  to  ctcnul  life*  fee  X>r 
iFMwj  uu  the  pficc* 


N  O 

1  Tlit  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  are  here 
diflto£mlhtd  from  each  other  by  ptrjomti  cha* 
faftvri  1  Asd  though  Chrift  is  fpoken  ti f,  10 
his  human  nuure,  as  railed  from  the  dead; 
yet  he,  in  bis  original  nature,  and  the  Hedy 
Spirit,  as  well  as  the  Father*  are  divint  per¬ 
iods,  undiiiilei  m  eflcuce  and  operation,  and 
evening  one  and  rhe  fame  power  of  the  God- 
with  joiot  copewircDce  if  ruifuig  the 


44*5 


The 


un.  VIII* 


1 3  For  If  y e  live 

after  the  fltQa  ye 
fealldfe:  but  tf 
ye  through  the 
Spirit  do  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the 
body,  ye  fhaJl 
live. 


13  For  it  any  oi  you,  contrary  to  your  (Jhmtian 
chara£ter  and  profeffion,  and  to  my  defire  and  hopes 
concerning  you,  Should  yield  yourfeives  up  to  rhe  fug¬ 
ged  ions  of  corrupt  nature,  for  fulfilling  the  luds  of  the 
flefli  i  the  Cure  and  fad  effeft  will  be,  according  to  God’s 
righteous  threatening  in  his  law,  and  your  own  juft  de¬ 
merit,  that  whatever  be  your  notions,  pretences,  and 
external  privileges,  ye  will  be  found  to  have  no  real  in- 
tereft  in  Chrift,  and  fo  will  fall  (hort  of  eternal  life,  and 
perith  in,  and  for  your  iniquities,  and  have  your  part  in 
the  take  that  burns  with  fire  and  brimfione^  which  is  the 
Jeamd  death >  {Rev*  xxi*  8.)  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  as 
true  believers  in  thrift,  that  are  yitally  united  to  him, 
ye,  by  tbe  gracious  aids  and  affi  fiances  of  bis  Spirit,  re- 
lift,  fubdue  and  crucify  thofe  corrupt  affections,  priii- 
ciplea,  and  practices,  that  make  up  the  body  of  Gn,  and 
chiefly  vent  themfelves  by,  and  confift  in  gratifications 
of  the  flefli  ;  if,  1  fay,  ye  maintain  your  holy  oppofi- 
tion  to  them,  till  at  length  they  expire,  in  conformity 
to  your  crucified  Lord,  and  by  virtue  derived  from  him, 
33  he  died  for  your  fins  \  ye,  according  to  tbe  gracious 
fettlcment  of  the  gofpel,  on  his  account,  (hall  live  with 
him,  foul  and  Jbody,  In  manfions  of  all  delight  for  ever. 

14  For  whoever  they  be,  that  are  conducted,  afli lied, 
and  governed  by  the  light  and  influence  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  in  their  minds,  wills,  and  affe&ions,  way  and 
walk  1  they,  and  they  only  are  the  fons  of  God  by  adop¬ 
tion,  which  gives  them  their  title  to  everlafting  life  ; 
and  by  a  new  birth,  in  which  they  are  made  partakers 
of  an  immortal  and  divine  nature,  in  refembhnee  of 
their  heavenly  Father,  that  they  may  live  to  him  here, 
and  with  him  hereafter.  And  as  many  ofyouasare 
thus  led,  by  the  Spirit,  tn  ay  be  well  allured  of  your  fon  (hip: 

15  For  under  the  gofpel-ftare,  ye  have  not  recei¬ 
ved  tbe  Holy  Spirit,  to  fubjeft  your  fouls  again  to  fuch 
thraldom  and  fervik  fear,  as  refulted  from,  and  was 
fuited  to  the  darknefs  and  terror  of  the  legal  dif  pen  fat  ion* 
{Gal.  ir.  3,  24>  and  Heb.  in  15.)  and  as  filled  the 
minds  of  Gentile  believers  before  they  were  converted ; 
or  as  worked  in  your  own  confidences,  when  he  firft 
convinced  you  of  fin,  and  awakened  your  fears  of  the 
wrath  of  God,  as  denounced  in  his  law,  on  its  account: 
But  acccording  to  the  light,  liberty  and  joy  of  the  New 
Teftamcnt-difpenfation,  ye  have  been  made  partakers  of 
the  Spirit,  in  thofe  fweet  and  emboldening  operariom;, 

which 

NOTE. 

*Thdc  voids  aft  brought  in,  not  only  u  dWr*  vlicrcby  they,  that  receive  the  Sphit 
*/***/>  that  they,  who  arc  led  by  the  Spirit  of  of  adoption*  may  kao*  ibMifeWeitobcfr- 
arc  ibtftms  qfGod;  but  lift  as  au  ifvi- 


*4  For  u  ma- 

ny  1*  are  Lad  by 
ihe  Spirit  of  God 
they  m  the  ions 
*f  God. 


If  For  ye  have 
not  received  the 
fpmt  of  hondage 
again  to  Tear;  but 
ye  have  received 

the 


Ch.  vita* 


The  Epiftle  tv  tie  Romans  parapbrafed. 


the  S  riirfe  a  f*do|> 

(iu'f  wliereby  wc 

cry,  Abba,  Father. 


f 6  The  Spirit 
it:  elf  bureth 

whncLs  with  our 
ip:rfc,  tlm  wears 
thx  children  of 
God, 


tj  And  if  chil¬ 
dren,  then  hdr*  ; 

heirs  of  Cod,  and 
jrx]nt~hdrs  with 
Chnft  :  if  fo  \)t 
(hat  wefnJTe/wh 

&wt 


which  arc  peculiar  to  the  children  of  God,  produce  filial 
difpo  fit  ions  towards  him  ;  and  by  which  we  *}  who  arp 
led  into  the  full  liberty  of  the  gofpd,  whether  we  be 
Jews  or  CmtiUtf  put  in  our  humble  claim  of  fpecial  re* 
htion  to  God,  and  arc  enabled  to  addrefa  him  in  our 
prayers  with  affection*  fervour,  and  importunity,  and 
with  holy  reverence,  confidence,  and  freedom,  as  our 
Father,  in  like  manner  as  Chiift  himfelf  did,  when  he 
laid  Abba,)  which  fignifics  Father*  ( Mark  xiv*  36,) 

16  In  this  pouring  out  our  fouls  to  God,  with  an  af- 
fu ranee  of  fa^h  in  him,  through  Jcfus  Chrift,  as  our 
Father,  the  Divine  Spirit  himfelf  %$  by  working  thefe 
gracious  difpofifions  in  us,  and  by  Aiming  upon  his  own 
work  with  dear  and  diftinguifhmg  light,  to  ftiew  113  that 
he  is  indeed  the  author  of  it,  by  means  of,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  woid,  bears  an  evident  teftknony,  and  gives 
our  own  fouls  a  fatiefadory  aflurance,  and  fo  concursor 
joins  with  our  own  Ip  irks  in  wirnefling,  that  we  are 
really  brought  into  a  covenant-relation  to  God,  as  his 
children,  by  adopting  and  regenerating  grace* 

17  And  as  furcly  as  we  arc,  in  fuch  a  peculiar  fenfe* 
the  children  of  our  reconciled  God  and  Father,  we,  by 
right  of  fonfliip,  are  entitled  to  a  rich  and  glorious  in* 
herkance,  anfwerable  to  the  high  dignity  and  relation, 
to  which  he  has  advanced  us :  We  then  are  heirs  of  the 
great  God  himfelf,  that  all  he  is  and  has  may  be  ouv 
portion,  to  be  employed  for  our  benefit,  or  enjoyed  by 
us$  and  we  are  herein  co-heirs,  not  indeed  in  an  equa¬ 
lity,  but  in  our  order  and  meafure,  as  inheritors  by 
grace,  together  with  Chrift  himfelf,  our  elder  brother, 
and  in  his  right,  who  is  by  nature  the  eternal  Son  of 
God,  and  fo  is  the  original  heir  of  all ;  andwhoconde- 
feended  to  be  made  of  a  womant  and  made  under  the  law, 
to  redeem  them  which  were  under  the  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  font)  {Cal,  iv.  4, 5*)  He  hasbrought 
us  into  this  near  and  happy  relation  to  his  Father  and 
our  Father,  {John  xx.  17.)  with  whom  he  now  Jives  in 
all  his  glory  ;  and  has  given  us  an  heirflup  with  himfelf. 


NOTES. 

*  jtffba  is  a  urtrd  of  l bat  Hdrev  daWl  that  believing  Jrvi  and  Gent Uti  have  a  like 
*hith  was  commonly  ufed  in  the  apottJc’s  imereti  in,  and  pap  a  like  regard,  in  their 
and  fiflni(ic(  Father*  Accordingly  it  fervent  to  God,  u  ihcir  Father* 

va*  pronounced  in  that  bnnuage,  by  our  Vid*  £T>//-  Gicimm*  FW.  p-  4J4- 
J,nrd  in  Ms  agony,  Mark  xiv.  3C,  and  ihc  j  TW  Spirit  is  here  ipoken  of  a*  4  divine 
evangclift,  writing  in  Creek,  very  probably  who  in  a  free,  intelligent,  aod  an- 

give  the  iiWerptet-iMon  U-  But  aj  tfce  a-  thorittlivt  manner,  been  Tziltsejs  with  ear  Jpi~ 
pijfUc  Iwd  no  fucb  occafttm  of  iifing  this  tils  ;  and  God  5s  laid  to  know  the  mudtftbe 
jvrrr  in  a  ditfereiit  Lngn^pv*  his  here  men-  Spirit,  wbc  /takes  intmeffiim  fsr  the  faints, 
lion  hi  g  it,  and  givieg-Jc?  in  (ver-  *7*)  An  l  therefore  IbU  pa ;Tage  mi*i« 

Gt.  :/  and  At  Uw  t changing  ihc  be  rend- red.  The  Spirit  ttlMseLf  bean 
v,  rtu  £ro+q  to  may  pofllbiv  inti-Rate,  rriteeft,  £t<.\ 
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hrjty  that  we  way 
be  alfo  glorified 
together. 


iB  For  T  reck¬ 
on,  ih it  the  ftaf- 
fariogi  of  this 
prefers  time  art 
not  worthy  to  bo 
compared  with  the 
glory  which  AuU 
be  mealed  in  us. 


tp  Forth*  or* 

gelt  expectation 

of 


that  wc  might  hare  a  glorious  rcfurre&ion  to  eternal  life 
by  him}  and  together  with  him,  who  is  the  firjt~h&m 
from  tie  dead*  that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  prt* 
eminence^  {Col*  u  18.);  and  if*  afi  is  CO  be  expected  in  this 
finful  and  uncertain  world,  we  fuffer  and  endure  the 
g  reate  ft  trials  and  perfections  even  to  death  for  his 
fate*  and  in  conformity  to  him  who  calls  us  to  them* 
aod  will  (land  by  us  in  them*  and  carry  us  through 
them ;  it  is  alfo  ordered*  deGgned,  and  overruled  to 
this  happy  end*  that  we  maybe  alfo  conformable  to  him 
in  his  joys  and  triumphs*  and  may  reign  with  him, 
(a  Tim.  it*  12.)  in  his  immediate  prefence,  and  by  de¬ 
rivation  from  him*  whofe  glory*  reflected  upon  us*  will 
make  us  exceeding  glorious  ;  and  who  will  then  pu¬ 
blicly  own  us  for  his  brethren*  and  give  us  a  rich  and 
cverlafting  amends  for  all  our  fufferings  with  faith  and 
patience*  after  his  example*  and  for  his  fake. 

18  For  having  carefully  examined  and  balanced  ac¬ 
counts*  and  that  under  divine  and  infallible  direction* 

1  compute*  antj  am  thoroughly  fat  is  Red*  that 

all  the  afflictions  of  every  kind*  that  can  pofliblc  befal 
us  in  the  body*  while  we  are  palling  through  this  pre¬ 
feat  tranlicory  life*  and  areexerctfed  with  the  loreft  tri¬ 
bulations  in  the  fa  perilous  days  of  perfection  and  re¬ 
proach  i  all  thefa*  put  together*  are  fo  ihort*  light*  and 
trivial*  that  they  do  not  deferve  to  be  once  mentioned* 
as  a  counterpoise  j  or  to  be  brought  into  the  lead  com¬ 
panion*  in  ao  eftimate  of  lofa  and  gain*  or  of  merit 
and  reward,  with  the  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory,  (2  Cor*  iv*  17,}  which  (hall  be  clearly  maim'd tctl 
to  us*  and  in  us,  before  the  whole  world  of  angeh  and 
men*  at  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrilt,  when  he  who  is 
our  lije  Jball  appear *  and  we  Jhall  appear  with  him  in 
glory ;  and  when  he  Jball  come  to  be  glorified  in  hit  faints* 
and  admired  in  all  them  that  believe,  (CoL  iti.  4.  and 

2  The/,  i,  1  o*) 

19  For  fa  illuftrious,  important*  and  delightful  is 
the  ft  ate  of  tbings*  which  wilt  then  be  introduced  ~ 


* 

* 


NOTE 


*  The  various  interpretations  that  have 
Wd  ri  Mn  of  thiuod  the  three  followinf  ex* 
inemeTy  difficult  verfc*,  principally  turn  upon 
the  different  fenfeft,  In  which  the  word  a, 
creamer*  (rif^c )  and  the  vbajt  rr  canon  y  or 
every  creature  (rr»  n  may  be  taken* 

fome  vadcrilindiog  them  of  the  whole  viable 
creation  of  thb  lower  world  ;  and  other*  only 
of  mankind  in  general,  or  of  the  Gentile 
world  in  paiticuUr.  In  the  tirfl  of  (hdc 
views*  the  apoitU’s  difeomfe  on  ihif  bead  h 


as  ftrong  ini  noble  a  prfifopne  af  we  any 
where  meet  with,  either  in  (eripturt,  oris 
any  other  celebrated  writings  whatfoever.  In 
the  fecund,  the  exprefftonj arc  kfs  figurative ; 
and  are  to  be  .understood  In  fadi  a  fcn'c  wis 
lo me  way  applicable  to  iatelJincnt  emtmts. 
(See  Hkchvutfi  jarred €fajpc\t  voL  i.  p.  jSo.j 
And  yet  it  it  no  «fy  matter  w  keep  up 
«ui  application  throughout,  in  full  coniifl'cncyr 
with  the  ftate  of  nun*  kind  in  gnicr*!,  or  of 

the  Gentile  world  to  r  *nkdar,  is  Dr 

mad 
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of  the  crtatdrt 
waueth  for  the 

nnniftftition  of 

iLcfbojoJ1  God- 


to  For  the  crea¬ 
ture  was  made 
to  ’yanUv* 

"■  T 

iwt  vr-iMisigU't  hot 
by  re? fan  of  kim 
who  hath  fnbjcft- 
cd  tbt  Jcmt  in 
Jiepe  \ 


that  the  human  race  in  general!  and  the  Gentile  world 
itfelf,  are  earneftljr  wjfhing,  longing!  and  waiting  for 
the  final  happinefs  i*t  which  they  have  only  fbme  con- 
fnfed  notions  of  j  but  which  will  certainly  attend  the 
laft  days,  when  the  exacted  dignity  of  the  fons  of  God 
(hall  be  manifefted  in  all  its  Iuftre,  to  make  them  ap¬ 
pear  like  themfelves  j  and  when  every  one  Hull  fee 
them  pofleflVd  of  all  the  grandeur  and  delights  that  be¬ 
long  to  the  heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift, 
(ver.  17):  Yea,  fo  exceeding  defirable  is  this  ftate,  that* 
methinks,  even  the  whole  creation!  which  lyes  under 
the  curfe,  and  is  fo  much  difordered  by  fin and  parti¬ 
cularly  £he  brutal  part  of  it,  which  fullers,  and  is  fo 
much  opprefled,  by  the  cruelties  of  men,  lifts  up  its 
head,  and  it  ftrctcfica  forward,  as  looking,  with  eager 
impatience,  for  the  relieving  advantageous 

alteration  which  Hull  then  he  made  upon  its  whole 
frame,  fui table  to  the  wonderful  feene  of  liberty,  peace, 
and  magnificence,  that  Gull  then  be  opened  in  honour 
to  the  children  of  God* 


20  For  how  much  foever  fin  and  folly,  Gcklenefs, 
weaknefs,  mifery,  and  death,  which  well  deferve  the 
name  of  vanity,  have  reigned  over  the  whole  human 
race,  (Job  xi*  12*  PfaL  liti.  9*  and  Ixxviii,  33,)  and 
how  greatly  foever  the  heathen  world  has  fallen  into 
vain  fuperitit ion  and  idolatry,  (Rom*  i,  21,-23-)  and 
though  hath  Jews  and  Gentiles  are  liable  to  death,  fo 
that  every  man  walks  in  a  vain  Jbowt  and  at- bit  befi  e- 
flate  ts  altogether  vanity  y  (PfaL  xxxix,  5,  6*)  ;  yet  they 
were  not  originally  reduced  to  this  wretched  condition 
by  their  own  choice,  or  of  their  own  accord  }  but  by 
the  fall  of  the  firit  man,  their  common  father. 


and  covenant-head  j  and  by  the  judicial  fcntencc  of  the 
great  God,  on  account  of  his  fin,  {Gen*  lit  *  iy.)  as  alfo 
by  the  power,  fubulty,  and  malice  of  the  devil,  at 
whofe  indication  that  fin  was  committed,  (Gen,  sit.  4* 
£r*)  and  who  thereupon  became  the  god  of  this  worlds 
who  b finds  the  minds  of  them  which  brieve  not  ;  amt  is 


the  fair  it  that  nyyj  woiks  in  the  children  of  dijobedienct^ 


2  Cor. 


n  o  T  n  s. 


wfljf J  and  Dr  tVhtih  put  if.  Rot,  *$  it  is  not 
ci-ar  to  iii  uhwh  of  ;heie  feni1-*  Jii 
term  rJYrsfrn  i*  uu-fl  dtrtftly  iuloruUd  ill  this 
fl  icounV,  I  have  aucniptci]  a  p^raphr-ifa  that 
r.^y  campon  with  them  ail, 

f  TIir  otpuCUiLoi  and  siting  imiy  be  a- 
l>;r:Jied  even  to  CiV/i/tf,  that  had  riy  ex* 
f  It  "it  know'lcdgc  ot  belief  of  wtut  tlA$  gb- 
liitc  mu^h  in  tho  fsnre  ftutn* 


Called  tie  d-rjre  of  0*t  itfifexj f  and  the  sjlrs  ‘ 
raid  ;n  vw/^r  hs  /jv,  ii-  ?*  and 

lib.  x! ei  4  )  AuJ  it  ijuirciaics,  that  the  Icli- 
cxy  of  this  lime  will  hr  lb  a*  to  bt  4 

pi^pcr  ohuc't  of  the  ytniofl  ikjire  of  man- 

Mud*  who  could  not  hoi  wifti  for  it, 

h*  revested  to  them,  uritli  a  pro!*- 
\tK\t  or  tli.ir  ihitiog  in  U,  it  nu*  w*u  to 

I  ’  *  -  V  I 


c.-t  Chriil,  Sjvbv;  ii*  iittituatbn, 

vv  .iu.  t  *  f 
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11  Becaufcthe 
creiture  iiJclf  al- 
k  (hail  be  deliver* 
td  from  the  hon- 
d*gc  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  into  ihe  glo¬ 
rious  liberty  u{ 
the  th.iUitn  of 

Cod. 


11  For  we  know 
that  the  u  hole 
crcat  io  ngioaEeib,, 

nr.d 


[2  Cor.  it,  4,  and  Eph.  ii«  i«)  And  ro  the  like  origin 
are  owing  ail  the  religious  diforders  and  confufkms 
that  have  fpread  through  the  whole  frame  of  nature* 
which  rtc  contrary  to  its  primitive  principles  and  ten¬ 
dencies,  hut  were  brought  upon  it  by  the  fin  of  man* 
and  by  the  righteous  curfe  of  God?  a  fpecimen  of  which 
was  given  in  that  which  pa  fled  upon  the  ground  for 
his  fake,  (Gen,  iii.  17,  18.)  and  by  Satan,  the  prince  of 
the  power  ef  the  air7  who  has  ever  lince  helped  it  for¬ 
ward,  by  his  malignant,  though  invifible  agency,  as  in 
the  deftruftion  which  God  fuflered  him  to  bring,  by 
ftorms,  upon  Job* s  children  and  cattle,  (Jobu  177—19.) 

71  But  this  fad  Hate,  in  which  mankind  and  all  crea¬ 
tures  of  this  lower  world  are  involved,  is  not  abfolurely 
defperate  :  They,  According  to  their  refpe£ttve  natures, 
are  waiting  like  perforrs  in  hope  *,  that  a  rime  of  deli¬ 
verance  will  come  to  them*  Thus  the  G  entiles  t  as  well 
as  mankind  in  general,  are  not  without  Tome  wifhlul 
hope,  that  they  fhall  one  day  be  fet  at  liberty  from  their 
fervitude  to  Co  and  Satan,  and  from  the  power  of  death , 
through  fear  of  which  they  have  been  alt  their  lifetime 
fuhjett  to  bondage^  [If eh.  ii*  15,)  and  that  Tome  time  or 
other  they  fhall  be  brought  into  a  happy  condition,  which 
we,  by  the  gofpel- revelation,  know  to  be  the  inheri¬ 
tance  that  (hall  be  enjoyed,  in  a  glorious  Hate  of  liberty, 
by  all  the  children  of  God:  And,  while  wcoMervc  the 
prefent  unnarural  fituation  of  tbe  fenfittve  and  inanimate 
parts  of  the  world,  we  feem  to  fee  them  looking  forward 
in  hope,  that  they  alfo,  at  the  reftitution  of  all  things 
{dfls  iii*  21*)  (hill  be  delivered  from  all  the  opprefiion 
and  confufion,  which,  by  tbe  fin  of  man,  they  have 
been  fnbje£ted  to  ;  and  that  they  lhali  be  rellored  to  ibeir 
primitive  liberty  and  prder,  which,  in  a  vafily  more  ex¬ 
alted  degree  and  kind,  God's  own  children  will  be  ad¬ 
vanced  unto,  in  the  new  heavens  and  new  earthy  where* 
in  dwells  right ecufnrfs.  (2  Pet .  iii.  1 3*) 

2Z  For  we  Chriflims  very  well  know,  byobfervation, 
and  by  the  word  of  God,  that  *  *rtn; j  *1]  the  hu¬ 
man  race  groan  together,  like  over-loaded  men,  under 

the 


NOTE. 

*  h  h*p€i  as  Ionic  expeditors  obferve,  clear  and  afy :  But  it  h  ail  confulbd,  a^d 
ihryuld  b t  either  made  the  of  the  hardly  explicable,  on  fiippoliiluu,  that  if 

3  (ft,  than  the  cb(e  of  the  >oth  vcrle  A  ud  hope  lifers  to  him  who  the  itetj- 

f  (hnutd  chafe  to  confidtr  all  that  comes  be-  tut*  to  it*  prefect  fhtc  of  vanity.  He  who 
tween  the  Vflth  verft*  and  in  tape,  asap*-  ha*  done  this,  feme  fay  is  them'l/,  fibers 
itmhcT]«,  to  Jhew  bow  the  creature  became  Adam*  and  others  'Gad.  J  take  it  to  he  moll 
fubjeet  to  vanity  \  aqd  fo  the  ujiuiettioft  direftly  and  immcdkitcly  meant  of  Ada™ ; 
itands  thus  :  Tift  tan  eft  expeHatien  of  tbe  and  yet  «  God  tad  a  njc/*ufjT  and  the  dry  ii 
t r*:t  tart  far  the  rKadfeJhmtr  of  the  fins  a  dieted  and  tyrannical  taud  in  it,  1  tavu  in- 

ef  Gad  fa  I-ofic  fnn)  that  the  creature  itfiff  fiall  eluded  them  all* 
itifi  be  dtlh'tnd,  &c,  This  makce  the  feufe 


Ch*  ?iit.  Tbe  tpiflle  U  thr  Romans  parapbrafed. 


and  travaUetb  in 
pain  together  up* 
till  now : 


%  3  And  not 
«nLyfjb%  bat  our* 
JcLT«aUi>,  which 
have  the  firft- 
fruits  of  the  Spi¬ 
rit,  even  onr- 
fclvcs  £iran  *Ith- 

ipourclves,  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  adop* 
tiao,  to  vir,  the 
redemption  of  on  r 
body* 


4$t 

the  burden  of  (in  and  mifery,  and  are  diftrefled,  like 
women  in  jabour,  (ww*;u  cv^n,}  earnelUy  wi thing 
and  longing  for  deliverance,  as  they  have  done  from  the 
fall  of  man  to  this  very  day  ;  Yea,  many  of  the  Gentilet 
are  at  prefent  under  the  pangs  of  the  new  birth,  and 
have  been  fo,  ever  fince  the  gofpel  was  fir  ft  preached  to 
them  :  And  even  the  animals  thcmfelves,  like  creatnres 
opprefTed  under  the  burden  of  the  curfe  which  is  laid 
upon  them,  are,  as  it  were,  (till  heaving  and  {haggling 
after  a  happy  deliverance,  not  only  from  their  yoke  of 
femtude,  but  alfo  from  the  cruelties  and  abufes  which 
they  undergo  to  the  diOionour  of  God,  their  Creator, 
and  for  the  gratification  of  the  more  than  brutilh  lulls  of 
thofe  that  tyrannize  over  them,  and  riot  upon  them* 

23  And  there  are  nor  only  among  all  ranks  of  ere** 
tures,  according  to  their  different  kinds,  thefe  fliong 
afplrations  after  a  better  (late,  to  free  them  from  the 
heavy  p  re  flu  res  that  lye  upon  them  3  but  we  ourfelves 
likewise,  who  have  already  received  the  earn  efts  of 
the  Spirit,  in  his  fa  notifying,  fealing,  and  comforting 
operations  %  which,  like  the  lirft-fruits  of  harveft,  tho* 
incomparatively  fmall,  are  of  the  fame  kind  with  the 
whole,  and  are  pledges,  evidences,  and  fecuricies  of  our 
hereafeerenjoying  the  heavenly  inheritance,  {Epb*\,  13, 
14.}:  WeChriftians,  I  fay,  nor  being  yet  arrived  to  that 
high  pitch  of  holinefs  and  bappinefs  which  tve  arc 
breathing  after;  even  wc  ourfelves,  notwnhftanding  all 
our  prefent  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  are  exceedingly 
troubled,  and  fccrctly  groan  in  our  own  fpirirs,  under 
an  affecting  and  humbling  fenfe  of  the  body  of  fin,  which 
Hill  remains  with  us,  and  of  all  the  afflictions  and  the 
corporal  death  which  ir  fubjefts  us  to,  {ch ap*  vii*  23, 
24*)  and  we  wait  with  longing  defire,  and  alfurtd  hope, 
in  and  through  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  for  a  complete 
pofleffion  of  all  the  exalted  privileges  and  bleflings  which 
are  entailed  upon,  and  are  the  fruits  of,  our  adoption 
into  the  family  of  God  ;  and  which  ftrall  be  perfected  in 
the  deliverance  of  opr  mortal  bodies  from  the  power  of 
death,  and  in  their  refurrcclion  toan  immortal  life,  that 
they  may  be  fajhioned  like  unto  CbrijY  s  gkrioui  bodyy  {PUL 


(i 


11 


(i 


14 


(t 


If 


M 


H  O 

*  "  The  JSr;1-frnUst  fays  the  pious  and 
G^ious  Dr  of  any  field,  or  phut, 

or  tree,  are  nf  ihc  lame  kind  with  the 
fwll  ptodinf),  or  the  harveft :  Therefore  it 
is  p bitt  1  that  ih*  fir  Jl-f nuts  of  the  Spirit  in 
this  plactt  cjjinot  chiefly  fignify 
of  the  iipitit,  fuch  as  the  ^ifts  <rf 
or  of  minclts,  i:or  the  gifts  of  pmphucy, 
prcadiint,  or  praying  btciufc  Cm fc  sue 


ill* 

T  E- 

4*  npt  ihe  efnplcjVTncrlts  not  the  tntoymenti 

of  ht-LVfij.  The  jirfi- fruits  if  ttr  Spirit 

**  mnft  rather  refer  therdfre  to  know-* 
* i  ledge  a i>d  lu>Hncfst  the  grace*  and  the 
14  vhidi  are  more  ptrfefl  aad  jhiwus  in  the 
**  heavenly  date,  than  they  rc  ever  di> 
tl  figned  to  be  here  upon  earth/*  T bt  w&tf 
ti  vyl.  IL  ti^ 


F  f  > 
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34  For  we  are 
by  hojic : 
but  hope  that  it 
feen  is  nor  hope! 
for  <vhat  a  man 
ftt-th,  w!iy  dorh 
he  yet  hope  for  ? 


ij  But  rf  we 
ho^c  for  tbit  we 
fitf  not,  tZ'tH  do 

be  wiJh  patience 
wait  for  it* 


ltf  Ltk™fcthe 
BpWU  ulfi>  help-* 
etfi  our  j  rk/i mt[- 
lirs:  for  we  know 
not  what  we 
fri^L'ld  pray  for 

of  wv  ov^In  :  but 

the 


in.  2i*)  and  that  we,  in  our  whole  perfons,  may  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  E)U  the  dignity  and  delights  which  (hall  be  re¬ 
vealed  in  us,  as  heirs  of  Gotl,  and  jaint-hein  with  CkrijL 
(vcr.  X7»  j  SO 

24  For,  at  prefent,  we  have  not  this  complete  falva- 
rion  in  actual  pufliilion,  but  only  in  hope,  and  furc  re* 
verfion,  as  it  is  laid  up,  and  fe  cured  in  Chrilt  for  us: 
Bat  hope  of  things  that  arc  already  enjoyed,  i$  not, 
properly  (peaking,  hope^  which  is  a  comfortable  expec¬ 
tation  of  fome future  benefit:  For  what  any  one  has  in 
hand,  and  fees  himfclf  pu  fluffed  of,  How  can  it  be  faid, 
with  any  propriety,  that  he  Kill  only  hopes  for  it  i  Or 
why  fhould  he  talk  of  hoping  for  what  he  already  has  in 
enjoyment. 

2;  But  if  we  do  indeed  hope  for  deliverance  from  all 
that  here  defiles  and  diftieffcs  us,  and  fur  fo  me  thing  Kill 
better  than  we  yet  enjoy;  we  then,  in  proportion  to 
the  ftrength  and  affurance  of  our  hope*  patiently  endure 
all  prefent  trials  and  afHidlons,  and  rejoice  in  f&pe$f  the 
glory  of  Gody  [chap,  v,  2,  6f*} ;  watting,  in  his  way, 
with  calm  and  humble  refignation,  for  his  time  of  ad¬ 
mitting  us  to  it,  and  with  firm  expectation,  that  it  will 
entirely  difmiiVus  from  alt  the  evils  we  are  here  groan¬ 
ing  under,  and  will  crown  us  with  ever  lading  bleffed- 
nds  and  honour. 

26  And  as  this  delightful  hope  encourages  and  fup- 
ports  our  patient  waiting,  under  all  our  prefent  griefs 
and  burdens;  fo  the  Holy  Spirit  dike  wife  aflifts  and  re¬ 
lieves  us,  by  h;s  concurring  light  and 

energy,  under  ail  the  impcrfeftbns,  weaknefles,  and 
troubles  of  this  mortal  life ;  which  would  otherwif;  car¬ 
ry  us  into  unfeafonahie  and  impuiciH  defires  of  deliver¬ 
ance,  before  God*s  time :  For,  by  rcafon  of  remaining 
darknefs}  felfiilinefs,  carnaliiy,  and  perturbation  of  fpi- 
rit,  we  often  misjudge  of  what  may  be  mod  for  Gotfs 
glory  and  our  own  good;  and  fo,  as  to  the  matter  of 
prayer,  we  arc,  ofomfclve?,  at  a  lofs,  in  many  dreum* 
(lances,  to  know  what  petitions  are  btft  for  us  to  offer; 
and  as  to  the  manner  of  prayer,  we  are  as  little  capable 
of  knowing  how  to  order  our  addreffca  to  God,  in  fo 
believing,  foil itual  ami  fervent,  holv,  humhJc  amt  fub- 

^  *  f  * 

miihve  a  mamur,  and  with  fuch  unitedntfs  of  heart, 
free  from  wanderings  and  dif tract  ions,  as  in  duty  be¬ 
comes  us,  and  as  is  neceffary  unto  the  acceptihlcnds  of 
our  humble  picas  with  him.  But  that  divine  perlbn 
whom  our  bleffed  Lord  promifed  to  fend  as  the  para* 
clete,  or  Comforter,  {John  xvi.  7.)  and  whom  we  have 
received  as  the  fpirit  of  adoption^  whereby  we  cryt  Ah* 

hi ij 


Ch.  viii* 
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iKe  Spirit  it  felf 
make.h  itilcrref*- 
(ivn  for  us  wiih 
^rearing*  wf-eh 

on  not  be  otkT- 
qL 


t'f  And  he 
tfcj'  te-rchech  the 
hearts  ktw»erh 
vTui  is  the  mind 
of  the  Spirit  *  be* 
cnife  he  malteth 
inurcdlian  for 
the  fjintA  accurd- 
iiig  to  the  it'ifj  cf 

God* 


*3  And  we 
know  that  all 

things 


ba>  Father ,  (vcr.  ijrofthis  chapter,}  even  the  Holy 
Ghoft  himfcli,  a$  the  j'pirit  of  grace  and  fiip  plication* 
[Zach.  xii<  10.}  indues  our  prayers  tor  u jt,  by  his  gra¬ 
cious  fuggeftionfr  ro  us  *  j  and  excites  and  enables  us  to 
offer  them  up  with  fuefa  vehement  panting' and  brea¬ 
things  of  foul,  in  an  admirable  mixture  of  faith  and  pa¬ 
tience,  importunity  and  hope,  for  fcafonablc  fuccour 
under,  and  deliverance  from,  all  our  prefling  weights 
and  troubles  in  this  prefrnt  mortal  fUtr,  as  exceed  the 
power  of  language  to  espiefs,  and  as  fometimes  melt 
and  fwectly  overwhelm  our  fouls  to  fucha  degree,  that 
we  cannot  tell  how  to  form  them  into  iuitabk  tvords* 

27  But  (*s)  whether  we  can  fully  exprefs  thefe  inward 
ftrong  workings  of  our  fouls,  in  a  juft  and  proper  man¬ 
ner,  or  not;  the  omniLcicnt  God,  whole  peculiar  pre¬ 
rogative  it  is  to  know  and  fearch  the  hearts  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  men,  (j  Kings  viii.  39*  and  1  Chron *  xxviii.  y.) 
is  not  only  acquainted  with,  but  obferves,  and  approves 
of,  what  we  aim  at,  ami  areearneflly  prdling  after,  un¬ 
der  the  influence,  and  according  to  the  defigu  of  the 
blcfled  Spirit’s  di£htcs  to  usj  becatrfe  all  his  afUffanccs 
of  holy  fouls,  in  their  defires  and  pleas,  are  perfectly  a- 
gretablc  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God,  and  to  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  his  word:  Wc  therefore  may  be  confident 
that  he  hears,  and  in  due  time  will  anfwcr  us,  in  what- 
foever  we  aft  according  to  his  vsi/L  (l  John  v*  14.) 

18  And,  for  our  further  comfort,  under  all  our  pre- 
fen  t  groan  in  gs,  wc,  who  believe,  are  fully  farisfied,  f:otn 
God’s  peculiar  relation  and  aliettion  to  his  children  thro1 
Jefus  Chriff,  from  the  tenor  of  his  gracious  covenant, 
and  from  our  own  and  other  Chnftians  experience,  that 
every  occurrence  of  providence,  and  even  the  worft  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  can  befai  us,  in  this  prefent  frail  and 
imperfect  ffate,  are  wifely  and  kindly  ordered  to  our  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  Yea,  though  they  he  ever  fo  dark,  perplexing, 
and  feemtngly  contrary  to  us,  and  though,  viewing 
them  apart,  and  by  thanfeives,  wc  are  apr  fo  fay,  with 
good  old  Jacob ,  (6Vn.  xlii.  36. )  5  j$U  theft  things  are 

againji 


NOTH. 


*  The  Sfiiru't  nfiklnj  inter ee]pat ,  is  not  to 
lie  vitdiTfload  of  his  aftbijj  the  part  of  a  me- 
dUor  bet  ven  Gtttl  and  us,  or  with  Gc1*! 
fm  tiSj  u-htrii  h  the  peculiar  office  of  Ctmft, 
cur  jrvftt  hhh  pridl  and  advnrate :  For  rtw 
ts  **:?  G-vJ,  +i:td  31  :£  txtjl atar  ber&em  God  ffud 
r wi/,  tfv  Mua  Or;/?  Jc/ai,  (1  Tiw.  ii, 

But  it  is  meant  of  Lis  rd  Saving  (lUrintiroiUicfi, 
as  our  ct>u:'jcllor  -nd  aflsfttr,  ia  our  ruivtK»i»s 
acliircilc-t  io  (Lwi :  Kor  his  iaUr^rdinc  h  ihid 
tii  Lc  i'V  liii  aeciuv  lib  trthl,  but  iviti* 

ar,  fo  r elf  wr  infirmities*  and  10  vs  cite  mm 


n-guhiic  wr grzaniH£u  And  God  is  fpoken 
m\  ibf  jhirciWr  of  nut  hcitu\^  uirh  re¬ 
flect  to  hh  h fnt'iri*  tin  wind  the  (pint  +  or 
the-  ibou>:hts  u  hidi  he  ntifes  in  our  intcd^ ; 
iu*l  iO  i/v  Splr.fi  fatfraffroii  fat  ,v*.  in 

hi*  f  :ui:lnvf  u*  t«  ju^iy,  in  a  Tijht  roanner  mr 
miik-Uvs,  {uii  hh  tn *\f  father,  l&aL 

iv.  0~)  Uhin  enabihij  m  to  tiy.  According- 
lv  *'-.11  npjide,  (rei.  15*}  **f  him  ;i< 

/{■;'  thru  yf  iiyfoMfoi!)  vf hereby  M  ;rys 


>54 

thing*  work  to¬ 
gether  for 
to  them  that 
kmGwlftothctn 
who  are  the  call¬ 
ed  according  to 
Hi  purpoic. 


ip  For  whom 
hs  did  foreknow 

he 
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againjt  i tst  yet  it  is  an  cftablifhed  maxim  of  faith  with 
us*  that)  by  the  over-ruling  wifdom,  power*  and  grace 
of  God)  they  not  only  hereafter  (hall,  bat  even  now  at 
prefent  do,  co* operate,  id  their  connexions 

and  ilTues,  one  with  another,  together  with  his  fpccial 
influence,  and  the  ferious  reflections  of  afanXified  mind, 
to  promote  the  fpintual  and  eternal  welfare  of  them, 
that  have  a  (incere  and  predominant  afftXion  to  God, 
as  their  chief  good,  and  high  eft  end;  even  of  them,  who 
have  not  only  heard  the  rich  overtures  of  the  gofpel, 
with  the  hearing  of  the  ear  * ;  but  are  like  wife  brought, 
by  the  inward  and  effeXual  workings  of  the  Spirit  with 
the  word,  to  hearken  to  it,  and  embrace  it;  and  lb  are 
emphatically,  and  in  a  way  of  peculiarity,  the  coiled  cf 
GW,  j  /iot  indeed  according  to  their  works  y 

but  according  to  bis  own  purpofe  and groce%  which  was 
given  them  in  Cbriji  Jefus  before  the  world  began,  (2 
Tim*  i,  9.) 

29  And  this  eternal  purpofc  of  God's  unfearchable 
wifdom  and  grace,  is  the  original  fprjng  of  all  the  good 
we  have  in  hand,  and  in  hope:  For  thus  (lands  the  ho* 
ly  conncXion  of  his  fovereign  and  merciful  decrees,  and 
the  order  of  his  executing  them,  by  various  dept,  in  a 
way  becoming  himfeif,  tUI  they  be  all  fulfilled  in  our 
complete  falvation ;  thofe  among  the  fmful  and  mifer- 
able  race  of  mankind,  who,  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  the  world,  are  in  themfelves  utterly  unworthy  of  bis 
favour  t,  but  whom,  in  his  kind^  thoughts  from  ever- 

la  fling, 

NOTES. 


*  A*  our  Lord  tells  us,  that  marry  arc  ait- 
ed%  l at  jew  arc  chfa i,  Matth,  xx*  16 •  (fra 
tLc  nok  there,)  So  this  of  Giv/,  cc~ 

cording  to  hii  purpefet  cannot  relate  to  them* 
only  ex  tin;  allv  called  bylhcgodpci 
wwiiiiiij  ;o  tho  fttrnal  cf  God,  that 
itJhmdd  be  preached  to  them;  bccaufc  aft 
Shtuqi  cannot  be  faid  lo  werk  together  for  goed 
to  them,  that  are  only  tilled  ia  that  leafr*  a* 
appears  fitun  uiuhttudrt  that  are  hardnod 
in  their  wickedness,  and  perifli  under  the 
gofpelt  And  the  calling  here  fpofcai  of,  is 

**uly  oT  fuch  m  Iwe  0<rd>  and  So  are  ciTefrU’- 

aliy  wrought  upon  to  yield  obedience  to  bu 
by  means  of  ihc  gofpel,  according  to 
his  cti-raul  purpede,  that  they  Lhoutd  befo, 
through  the  a  trending  power  of  fcis  Spirit ; 
And  it  U  fiich  a  calling,  as  is  connected  with* 
ind  certainly  iJlues  ic,  the  jv/iipwtwi  and 
gUrifeatha  of  all  that  are  partakers  of  it,  as 

Shears  from  ve*.  30,  Sec  allb  the  note  cm 
chap*  ii*  tf, 

)■  Ged*i  fircljsovJag  them  is  not  to  be  nn- 
dftfrood  merely  of  his  ptcfoie^ec,  asalithirT^* 
ay  eternally,  ;n  on?  <raprchtnfivc  view, 


before  his  infinite  mind  :  For,  in  this  (enfr, 

ka'tva  ttjkto  God  arc  ill  hzi  wprej  fr^m  the  be- 
Sittia tig  of  the  v&rAf,  fAfts  xv.  s8*J  and  lb 
he  fcitknen1  every  thing  relating  to  all  others, 
as  well  as  to  the  periods  here  intended  ; 
whereas  foineUungdtftiDguifhing  is  apparent  <> 
ly  meant  in  his  foreknowledge  of  thete.  Kor 
is  it  to  be  underlined  of  his  fore-approving 
them,  on  account  of  his  feeing  before-hand 
that  they  would  be  true  lovers  of  him,  and 
be  holy  111  conformity  to  Chnfl  :  For  he  pre- 
dcfUnatcd  them,  not  as  conformed*  bin  ti 
h  ecu  formed  to  the  mage  of  hi*  Sen;  and  be 
chofo  them  in  him*  bcfvrc  lb*  fo*  odatw#  of  the 

ivvrld,  not  bccanfe  he  fordaw  that  they 
would  be,  but  tb*t  they  might  t  or  jbould  he  ho- 
ijt  and  twuhw/  Manic  before  him  in  love,  (Hph* 
i*  4*)  So  that  every  thing  of  this  kind  u  tlio 
cwfiqt tenet  and  efont  and  not  the  caufo  of  ibe 
foreknowledge  here  fpoken  of*  It  :s  du'rc^ 
fore,  1  bumblv apprehend,  to  betaken  for 
God  3  diftinguifoing  and  apprcurriatinj  re¬ 
gard  to  them*  in  a  way  of  lore,  kindlin'?, 
and  choice,  hyan  aC  of  'his  nnderftandiny, 
ia  cobcprreacc  liis  gracuns  will :  Henrf 
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be  it Ub  did  prc- 
dedinafe^/o  beion  - 
famed  to  the  i- 
m^gc  of  his  $ont 
(hit  he  might  be 
Ik  fifft-bom  a- 
iroiBg  mny  bre¬ 
thren. 


30  Moreover, 
arhom  be  did 
pittbfttn ate  them 
he-  i]u>  called ; 
and  whom  he 
cilIH  them  heal* 
to  juHifiol ;  and 
uhoni  he  juftU 
fie d  them  he  alio 

glorified. 


31  What  fhatl 
vt  then  Gy  to 
tbde  tbings  ?  If  - 


God 


lafting,  according  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  {Eph* 
i*  5*J  he  fet  hifi  tree  love  and  choice  upon ;  Xhefe  very 
perfuns  he  alfo  determined,  before  ail  wurMs,  Ihould 
be  made  conformable,  in  due  time,  to  his  own  eternal 
Son,  by  their  bearing  his  Ukenefs,  as  far  **  poffkble,  in 
bolinels,  and  needful  futfcrings  here,  and  in  all  the  glo¬ 
ry  and  blrilednefe  of  the  heavenly  (late  hereafter,  (ver* 
17*)  that  he  might  have  the  dignity  of  being  the  prince, 
ruler,  and  chief  of  a  numerous  family,  whom  he  is  not 
afbamed  to  cal! bis  brethren ,  {Heb.  u»  11.)  and  for  whom 
he  rofc,  as  the  firfl-horn  from  the  dead,  ( CoL  1.  iff,) 
shat  they  might  rife  after  him  to  glory;  and  that  as  they 
have  bore  the  image  of  the  earthly ,  they  might  alfo  bear 
the  image  of  the  heavenly*  (i  Cor<  xv*  49*} 

30  Furthermore,  thole  whom  God  in  this  manner 
fore  ordained  from  all  eternity,  to  holinefs  *nd  fuff.-r- 
tnga,  as  proper  means,  in  this  fallen  world,  of  training 
them  up,  and  fitting  them  for  the  heavenly  glory,  which 
he  appointed  them  unto,  as  the  end ;  them  he  alfo,  in 
execution  of  his  decrees,  effectually  called  out  of  dark* 
tiefs  into  hts  marvellous  lights  (i  Pet*  ii.  9-);  and  whom 
he  thus  called  internally  by  his  grace,  as  well  as  exter¬ 
nally  by  the  gofpel,  them  he  alfo  acquitted  from  guile 
and  law-condemnation*  and  accepted  as  righteous,  thro* 
the  rlghteoufhefs of hia  Son:  And  whom  he  thus  freely 
juftified,  them  he  alfo  advanced  to  ail  the  honours  and 
enjoyments  of  the  heavenly  world,  where  they  are  freed 
from  all  their  tribulations,  and  are  glorified  together  with, 
and  in  conformity  to  their  exalted  head  and  Redeemer  t* 

31  What  (hall  we  then  think,  or  fay,  in  reflection 
upon  thefe  great  and  gracious  defigns  and  performances 

cf 


,  N  0 

it  is  called,  Ills  end  pkafirn^  wbub  be  has 
fxrtofel  in  blmfilf ;  and  she  t&mfil  of  hh  own 
(Eph*  i-  9,  is*)  to  (He#  thut  it  is  an 
d(i  of  fivcrcignly  in  (kid,  and  jet  u  conduct¬ 
ed  with  t/turrritf*  judgrtieittj  us  veil  peculiar 

love,  though  the  rcUbns  of  it  lye  entirely 
wkbin  hiroJcif,  beyond  the  reach  of  our  ac- 
rcant  {  and  this  u  called  his  and 

grete3  which  wtti  given  tit  in  Cbr/ft  Jefus  be* 
fire  the  ypvrld  %  Titn*  i,  p,  Accord* 

ingly  knowing  often  fignific*  fuch  1  knowledge 
u  with  hvt  and  ehicet  as  in  Exod  xxxKL 
17*  ;:i.  a*  Jdl'tt  x,  14-  <5*  and  1  Tin, 

tit  19*  AitiWniftlc  hereunto*  Ood's  fire* 

ijjc-31  V-W  is  uicd  in  fiich  a  faofe  relating  to 
iiis  doc  tecs,  as  indndss  his  afe^fiott  and  ^7^ 
wiU,  chap*  x5. i.  {&#  thouote  there,)  whore 
the  apo?Tfa  Civs,  God  hi  to  not  toil  arwsy  bis 
pe-:pkjV>in>ai  heforeKitev ;  and  the  apoftlc  /V- 
fv-ipciks  of  U>  fie  fir&*4w~ 

ictgc  of  (J  id  ihe  Posher  ^  thrush  faflClfcuSka 


:  e  s. 

if  the  Spirit  unto  abf*jtfKet  to.  ( tPtt •  h  *.) 
Anti  the  fame  word,  that,  »n  the  place  before 
us,  is  rendered y&rrivrw,  Utraafi* 

bted  fire- irtLiiued  (Fpiy^tdvn}  1  l*ct*  i.  io* 
And  it  foetus  t  >  he  of  juith  the  lame  import 
vitli  trod’s  gradotu  pttrpfCy  which  is  TTitn- 
tinned  nt  the  dofe  of  the  preceding  xerlc  in 
thii  eighth  chapter  to  the 

t  Ail  this  h  (pohon  of  as  ativadv  do:ic  in 
the  gntcions  pnrpofcof  God,  which  3^ s  U\- 
leparably  oounetod  thefe  happy  cficfls  tovn- 
thcr,  to  l>e  arci>mpliihc4  in  their  proper  or¬ 
der  ?  and  bccaule,  hy  virtue  of  his  eternal 
decree,  lh:rc  U  an  intalUhle  certainly  of  ti;e!e 
pjvat  events,  with  rdjicd  i&cvofy  appointed 
Lrir  of  ijUation,  they  r=rc  mentioned  as  if 
thrv  wctt.  already-  palt  :  But  it  can  no  more 
he  i.iferrvd  frx?m  hence,  that  they  were  a;*- 
Unlly  and  f*xtora.\ly  jrffiijxti}  tha^  thui  they 
w.  n:  a^njilyand  pcuoully  <ii//fdand  *.V> 
f  efi  iro in  eternity. 
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Ch.  vi'ii. 


God  be  for  us, 


us 


} 


31  He-  that 

ffmetl  nn(  fiiwwit 

Son,  but  deliver* 
cd  him  up  for  us 
alf*  tfuli  he 
not  with  him  al¬ 
io  freely  pivt  us 

uli  things  i 


33  Who  ihall 

iay 


of  God  for  us,  who  in  ourfelves  are  fo  utterly  unworthy 
of  them,  arid  are  Hill  encompafied  with  fo  many  infir¬ 
mities*  difficulties  and  dangers?  How  can  we  fufficient- 
ly  admire  and  rejoice  in  his  love?  Or  what  can  wewifh 
for  more,  to  encourage  oar  patience  and  hope,  and  to 
fupport,  comfort  and  fecure  us  under  all  our  troubles  ? 
If,  as  we  have  feen,  the  infinitely  wife,  unchangeable, 
and  almighty  God  be  fuch  a  fure  and  fall  friend  to  us, 
and  his  perfections,  purpofee,  promifes,  and  operations 
be  all  on  our  fide*  to  fecure  our  eternal  happinefc,  what 
fignify  all  the  malicious,  crafty,  and  powerful  attempts 
of  our  molt  inveterate  enemies,  be  they  ever  fo  great  or 
many,  againfl  us?  "What  hurt  can  the  world,  the  de- 
\il,  and  all  his  inftruments  do  unto  us  ?  Or  why  ihould 
we  be  difmayM  at  them  ? 

32  He  who  loved  ua  at  fuch  a  furprifiitg  rate*  that, 

rather  than  we  fliouhi  perilh,  he  did  not  withhold  bis 
own  proper,  and  only  begotten  Son,  ***1**™) 

and  did  not  favour  or  abate  him  in  any  thing  that  in 
law  and  juflice  was  due  to  us  for  our  iniquities,  and 
was  neceflary  to  be  fuffered  in  order  to  our  redemption; 
but  of  his  own  accord,  unalked  by  us,  delivered  him 
up  to  bear  our  fins,  and  to  die  in  our  room  and  Head, 

a  facrifice  of  atonement  for  every  one  of  us  *,  whom 
he  has  chofeti  and  called  to  grace  and  glory :  How  un- 
reafonablc  is  it  to  fuppofe,  that,  with  this  grand  ca¬ 
pital  gift,  which  was  fo  dear  to  himfclf,  and  by  which  a 
pur  chafe  was  made  of  all  other  bieflings  at  the  vaflt  ex¬ 
pence  of  his  own  Son’s  precious  Wood  ;  bow  can  it  be 
thought  that  this  God  will  nor,  in  the  riches  of  his  love 
and  grace,  freely  give  us,  together  with  him,  and  for 
hU  fake,  every  rhing  clfe  that  is  needful  for  us,  rela¬ 
ting  to  foul  and  body,  till  all  be  completed  in  eternal 
falvarion  ?  he,  who  has  done  the  greater  for  us,  even 
when  we  were  enemies,  will  undoubtedly  do  the  Ufa, 
now  he  ha*  made  us  friends,  "Whether  therefore  we 
confidcr  our  danger,  on  account  of  our  fins  or  fuffer* 
ing*,  neither  of  them  (hall  he  our  min. 

33  As  to  ourjfrtf,  though,  alas!  they  have  been  many 
and  great,  and  we  have  too  much  ft?!!  to  charge  out- 
felves  with,  and  to  mourn  over  and  be  humbled  for ; 
and  tho*  Satan  and  the  world,  and  our  own  confidences 

may 

T  E, 

thing s  -jr?rb  together  jut  and  who  ere 

tmte  than  through  him  ih.it  faved 

lhej»t  an<l  never  jhafi  he  ffpzrjifJt  frstn  t*  * 
fav.  of  Tubhh  is  tr  Chr:jt  is*  \ 

as  they  art  Jctcd bed  in  the  foregoing  (i*: 

lowing  context  1 


HO 

1  he  iotvt  of  its  ell  is  to  be  determined 
by  tin:  fuliiecb  that  ant  fpofcen  of  all  a  tang 
hi  thi,>  dLfrru;:rjc ;  and  they  arc  God's 
wtioin  he  pteJttiiaflSfily  called 7  etvd 

gtorUed  1  whom  (isrf  it  fir,  in  fuch  a  manner 
t!  at  nnne  can  prevail  agr.taft  them  ;  ard  to 
v  he  freely  ^  ( vti  till  things  ^  and  mjkes  all 
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tzr  anything  to 
the  of 

Gad**  cleft  ?  It  U 
G'-mI  that  jwfti- 
h;ih: 


<34  Who  i*  Sc 
tHau-vAdcmncth? 
It  it  Chrift  that 
did ;  yta  rather, 
that  is  riicn  a- 

giin,  who  (Seven 

a:  the  right  hand 
oi  God,  who  at(b 
nmtfh  imcrcef- 

hta  tor  us, 


may  juflly  accufe  us  j  yet  who  lhall  implead*  (tidywwfu) 
or  profreute  os  at  tbe  bar  of  God,  and  fix  a  law-charge 
of  guilt  upon  any  of  us  who  are  the  objects  of  his  pe¬ 
culiar  choice,  and  whom,  as  has  been  faid,  (vrr/30.) 
he  has  called  and  jollified  ?  None  can  do  this:  For  it  16 
God  himfelf,  whole  judgment  is  acoofding  to  truth,  that 
accounts  and  pronounces  us  abfolved  from  guilt,  and 
righteous  to  eternal  life  :  And  as  he,  and  he  only,  who 
is  the  party  offended  hy  fin,  and  is  judge  of  the  law, 
can  jufiifyj  fo  he  abides  by  his  own  femence,  and  will 
fuffer  none  to  reverfe  it  +. 

34  Though  there  are  indeed  many  things  condemn*- 
bk  in  us,  and  a  malicious  world  is  ready,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  to  aggravate  onr  faults,  and  pats  the  fevereft  ceil- 
furesuponus;  and  though  we  may  be  unjuftly  condemned 
at  the  bar  of  men:  Yet  who  is  he,  that  {hall  undertake 
to  fubjeft  us  to  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  condemn  u s 
at  the  bar  of  God,  to  our  eternal  dellruftion  ?  men  ami 
devils  cannot,  and  we  may  be  furc  that  our  dear  Be* 
deemer  will  not;  For  it  is  he,  who,  in  the  greatnefs  of 
his  love,  freely  put  himfclf  into  our  law-place  to  redeem 
us  from  i;s  curfe,  (GaL  iii.  13,}  zndgave  his  life  a  ran- 
fm/oruty  (Matth»  xx,  28.):  Yea,  rather,  to  ftrengthen 
our  humble  confidence  in  him,  I  add,  that  it  is  he,  who 
was.  not  only  delivered  for  our  offences  $  hut  rofe  again* 
as  a  public  head,  for  our  jv/Ujication^  {chap,  iv*  25.) 
and  who,  in  further  token,  that  divine  jultice  is  fully 
fatUficd  by  his  death,  is  now  exalted  to  the  higheit  au¬ 
thority  and  glory,  in  God  rhe^Farher's  immediate  pre¬ 
fence,  which,  to  fpcak  in  figurative  terms  that  are  ex- 
prefiWe  of  the  greateft  dignity  and  honour,  (fee  the  note 
on  Jtts  vii*  J5*)  may  be  called  his  fitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  the  majef  y  in  the  heavens^  (Heb- 
viii*  u)  to  exeictfe  an  univeefal  rule  and  dominion  for 
our  advantage,  and  to  pafs  a  public  abfolving  fen  ten ce 
upon  us,  as  our  Judge,  at  the  laft  day;  And  that  we 
may  entirely  depend  upon  his  fticnJfhip,  to  fecure  onr 
Handing  in  the  favour  of  God,  we  arc  a  flu  red  that  he 
ever  live?,  as  a  righteous  advocate,  to  plead  the  merit 
of  his  Atoning  blood  in  his  prevalent  imerctJTion  for  us  ; 
in  which  he  reprefems  his  will  and  claim,  that  we,  on 
his  account,  may  be  eternally  faved* 


NOTE. 


35  And 


*  Some  are  for  reading  the  /#?*?  cfwfe  of 
this,  and  thvficc*J  in  the  next  verlo,  with 
an  uitcrr^at^m  Shaft  Gad  that  jujiflet? 

Shaft  Gbrijt  lh,:i  dii  d?  And  Jo  die  aiv 

3K<!s  the  abrjnliuV  of  jV.ppr)£'>i£,  that  Cod 
in-juid  lay  may  v]*uij  ti>  the  cL.it  ^  of  thm 


whom  he  jufliScs ;  or  that  ChriO  Ihauld  con¬ 
demn  them  for  whom  he  died.  And  i*'  we 
have  pothioft  of  th*s  Jemd  to  fc-ir  frran  either 
of  i hi  w\  ;  there  can  t*  no  danger  of  it  iVn*iu 
otiv  tih:  wiiatfocti'i’* 
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35  Who  (bill 

feptntc  us  from 


/halt  tribulation, 
orditheft,  m  pa- 
fetation,  or  fi- 
mEne,  or  luled- 

ndi,  or  pail*  or 
fvord  ? 


|tf  (As  It  ts 
written*  For  thy 

ftkc  we  fire  killed 
ill  the  dip  long  ; 
Wt  uc  account ed 

is 


35  And  as  to  our  jvfferingt^  What  enemy,  or  what 
Ctrcumftancefr  ami  events  (hall  $vcr  be  able  to  alienate 
Chrifi's  heart  from  us  -f,  or  ours  from  him  ?  or  exclude 
us  Irom  a  fhare  in  the  Caving  defigns,  fruits*  and  mi- 
oifeftaiions  of  his  fpccial  love,  in  tbe  freenefs  of  which 
he  has  already  done  fuch  wonderful  things  for  us  ?  We 
may  boldly  challenge  the  very  worft  that  can  a  (fault 
or  befal  us,  and  bid  them  all  defiance,  in  the  holy  tri¬ 
umphs  of  our  faith  *  ;■  Shall  any  afflictions  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  courfe  of  providence,  fuch  as  ficknefs,  pains  and 
poverty,  Ioffes  and  di  Cap  ointments  in  life,  that  are  grie¬ 
vous  and  opprefiive  to  the  body,  part  between  Chriit 
and  us;  fo  that  he  (hould  not  love  us,  or  we  not  love 
him  ?  No*  Orfhat!  diftrefs  of  foul  under  a  humbling 
Jrnfe  of  guilt,  the  temptations  of  Satan,  the  difallowcd 
workings  of  indwelling  corruption,  and  the  hidings  of 
God’s  face;  or  any  perplexity  offpirit,  from  which  we 
know  not  how  to  extricate  ourfelves  ?  Or  fhall  any  per- 
fccurions  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  that  eflVft  our  rcpntii- 
tion,  liberty,  and  property  ?  Or  ftiaJl  any  in  fiances  of 
hardship,  that  reduce  us  to  the  utmoft  (traits,  even  to 
tbe  want  of  nect  (Tar  y  food  to  refrefhand  fupport  us;  or  of 
proper  raiment  to  cover  and  defend  us  from  the  feverity 
of  feafons  ?  Or  fhall  any  other  dangers,  that  threaten 
the  lofs  of  our  Jives  themfelrcs  ?  Or  (hall  a  violent  death, 
by  the  fword  of  the  civil  magi  (Irate,  produce  this  dif- 
maJeffcd?  No*  None  of  thefe  calamities  (z0?****)  fhall 
divide  between  us  and  this  love,  though  we  bare  reafon 
to  expettthe  greateft  of  them, 

36  For  what  was  faid  in  former  ages,  and  that  with 
a  prophetic  fpirit,  relating  to  God's  people  in  perilous 
circumftances  for  their  fidelity  to  him,  is  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  to  us,  as  it  is  written,  {P/aL  xliv.  22 •)  For  thj 
foie  we  are  killed  all  the  daj  long ;  we  are  courted  as 
Jbeepfor  the  Jlaitgbter^  that  is,  oti  account  of  our  rela¬ 
tion  and  adherence  to  thee,  and  efpoufmg  thy  caufe, 
and  bearing  thy  name,  we  are  daily  and  hourly  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  death;  and  many  of  ns  are  frequently 
cut  off  by  the  hands  of  violent  perfeeutors  ;  we  are 
marked  out  and  devoted  to  dcftruGion,  in  like  manner 


NOTES, 

f  T he  Jove  of  Cbrlft  here*  and  the  hvc  that  cannot  ftpuat^from  this  lore,  tfitcpuf- 
OeJ  h  Kot,  ver,  $pm  may  %nify  their  love  to  tton,  IVt-a  jhatf fcparjti  ?  refers  10  ho:h. 

W  or  our  love  :o  them ;  but ftp* rating  us  frtwi  *  Here  the  apoftle  enumerates  ahundanre 

their  and  the  glorious  advantages  here  of  trials,  which  he  express  in 
fpokcD  of,  being  a  bribed  to  him  that  id*  kind  words,  to  exaggerate  them,  and  take  in  eva- 
w»  ver,  3*.  lead  us  to  undcrfhnd  U  of  their  ry  thing  of  the  affliftive  kind,  that  might  he 
bve  to  us\  and  yet  as  our  love  to  God  is  fiippofed  to  endanger  a  nuicarriage*  and  I 
mentioned*  vcr.  an*  I  would  likewiic  include  hurc  endeavoured  to  keep  the  ides  s  asdiiliaft 
that*  And  as  various  jAe'h^,,  as  weU  as  fame  as  1  can*  in  each  -of  tkfm, 

T&fotu  arc  fpcdfitd  in  the  foUowiug  Yaks* 


a  fiii. 


The  Epifile  to  tie  Romans  paraphrafd. 


■  ti  (beep  for  the 
JJn£iucrj 


31  XayY  in  all 
thd'e  ihiags  wc 
wr  more  than 
u^qncmnt,  thro1 
bim  thst  loved  os. 


30  For  I  am 

pcriaaded  ,  (hat 
wiihcrikaihtiior 
Hie,  nor  augef*, 

nor 


as  (beep  are  to  be  butchered ;  though  we*  like  them, 
be  meek  and  inoffenGve  in  our  temper  \  innocent  and 
harmlefe,  as  to  the  crimes  that  our  enemies  impute  to 
us;  and  are  beneficial  to  mankind  while  we  live,  and 
patient  under  out  (offerings  when  we  come  to  die.  Bur* 
be  it  that  all  thefe  calamities  befal  us*  lhall  they  fhut 
us  out  of  ChrilFs  love  ?  or  fake  off  our  love  to  him  t 

37  No,  fo  far  from  this*  that  in  all,  even  the  word 
of  thefe  events*  we  are  not  only  carried  with  fitfety  and 
fuccefs  through  them*  and  made  fuperior  to  them*  and 
finally  victorious  over  them  \  but  we  even1  rejoice  and 
triumph*  and  glory  in  them*  {chap*  v*  3.)  as  they  are 
overbalanced  by  inward  (iippons  and  confolarions*  (a 
Cor .  i.  5*}  and  are  made  to  fubferve  the  cxercife  and 
improvement  of  our  graces ;  and  as  they  wean  ub  from 
this  world*  and  fweeten  the  thoughts  erf  heaven  to  os* 
and  make  us  the  more  defirous'of  it*  and  the  fitter  for 
it*  and  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory*  (2  Cor.  iv.  17.);  and  fo  weluffer  no  real 
lofs,  but  gain  the  greateft  advantage  by  them*  even  al¬ 
ready  here,  and  (hall  do  lb  for  ever  $  not  indeed  by  any 
worthinefc,  ftrength*  or  wifdom  of  our  own  ;  but  thro* 
the  meritorious  obedience  and  fufferingt  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift;  through  his  viftory  over  this  world  for  us; 
and  through  his  oyer-ruling  conduft  and  gracious  af- 
fi  fiance,  who  has  loved  us  to  fuch  a  mat  chiefs  degree* 
as  to  lay  down  his  own  life/  that  he  might  make  us  con¬ 
querors  and  triumphers  overall  that  would  interpofe 
between  him  and  us* 

38  For  whatever  occurrences  we  meet  with*  whether 
of  the  adverfc  or  profperous  kind*  in  the  body  *  ;  I 
firmly  believe  and  am  fujly  fatisfied*  upon  the  fore  prin¬ 
ciples  of  divine  revelation*  relating  to  the  unchange* 
ablenefi  of  God's  thoughts*  purpofes*  and  covenant  of 
grace*  and  to  the  merit  of  the  dear  Redeemer's  blood, 
and  the  efficacy  of  his  interceflion*  that*  on  one  band* 
neither  the  fears,  terrors*  and  agonies  of  death,  nor  its 
(broke,  whether  it  come  to  us  in  a  natural  or  violent 
caurfe;  nor*  on  the  other*  the  defire  and  hope  of  life* 
nor  any  entangling  or  enfnaring  circum fiances  in  it,  a- 
rifing  from  its  care  flea  or  pleafures  ;  nor  thofe  molt 
powerful  of  all  creatures*  the  angels*  whether  they  bo 
good  or  bad ;  not  the good^  who  are  fent  forth  to  minifer 
to  them  that  Jbeil  hi  heirs  sf fatvaihn^  (Heb*  i*  14-)  nor 


NOTE, 

*  Hffe  the  frpoiHe  riles  in  his  armament,  to  mike  a  Jquntion  bducdk  th* tnve  of  Chrift, 
(hf*1,  that  the  dangers  wfckh  mi/it  be  flip-  or  of  U«1  ir\  him*  and  llivJu  that  arc  one 
to  faring  from  the  allurcuK  rats,  as  well  iatvtsfied  in  it 
U  errors  of  tliis  world,  canaot  prevail 
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nor  principalities, 
nor  po»m,  n*'v 
things  preterit  t 
dot  tliingi  to 
come. 


39  Nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor 
any  other  crea¬ 
ture,  Hull  he  able 
to  fepurai  e  us 
from  the  love  of 
G*d  which  Is  in 
Chrift  Jcliis  our 
Lord, 


the  bad)  who  Jo  indeed  ftek  all  occafions  agamft  us,  but 
cannot  devour  us,  (i  Prf.  i.  5-  and  v*  8*)  nor  *  any 
fjrce,  or  policy  of  even  the  fuperior f  or  mojl  potent  or* 
ders  of  the  holy*  or  of  the  wicked  angelic  fpirits  ;  nor 
any  frculsr  princes  and  magift rates  upon  earth,  how  vio¬ 
lently  foever  they  may  perfecutc  us  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  \ 
nor  any  prefent  trials,  nor  future  dangers  of  any  kind  : 

39  Nor  the  enfnaring  height  of  all  worldly  profperi- 
ty*.  wcie  we  to  be  advanced  to  it;  nor  the  deepeft  ad* 
verfity  that  we  can  be  plunged  into:  To  fum  up  all  m 
a  word,  I  am  throughly  perfuaded,  that  neither  thefe, 
nor  any  other  peifon  or  thing,  in  the  whole  fphere  of 
nature*  that  can  be  imagined,  fball  at  any  time  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  cutting  ns  off*  or  fetting  us  at  a  difUnce,  from 
the  infinite  amt  unchangeable  love  of  Gods  the  Lather, 
which  is  fixed  upon  us,  and  manifdted  to  us,  and  per¬ 
forms  all  things  for  us,  in  and  through  the  great  Me¬ 
diator,  who  is  our  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  who 
hfrnftrlf  equally  loves  us,  (wr.  3J.)»  nor  can  any,  or  all 
of  tbefe  remove  from  our  fouls  their  fincere  love  to 
Chrift,  or  to  God,  as  mniiifcfUng  himfeif  to  us  through 
him-  (See  the  note  on  ver*  35,) 


RECOLLECTIONS* 


TVhat  dreadful  work  has  fin  made  in  the  world  I  It  has  turned  the  natnril 
bent  and  bias  of  our  hearts  towards  earthly  and  fenfijal  things,  and  faro  en¬ 
mity  to  God*  and  his  law;  b as  brought  them  under  fpiritual  death  and  con¬ 
demnation,  and  moral  impotency  to  do  what  ia  plcafing  to  him  ;  yea*  all  man¬ 
kind  in  general*  and  even  the  fenfliive  and  inanimate  parts  or  this  lov  er  world* 
groan  under  the  dil’tnal  efletft*  of  the  tallt  and  firem"to  he  in  pain,  like  *  wo¬ 
man  in  travail,  for  deliverance  from  the  bondage  of  mifery  and  di/nrdrr  to 
which  the  fin  of  man  has  fubjedtrd  them,  and  for  that  bappy  and  orderly 
Rate  to  which  there  i*  fajpe  of  their  being  reftored,  when  a\\  things  ihali  he 
made  new;  and  even  believers  thrmftlvts,  durfag  this  mortal  life,  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  many  natural  and  finfuf  infirmities,  tribulations  and  diflrtflcs,  from 
which  they  cannot  but  raroeftly  long  to  be  delivered  :  And  yet  To  great  is  their 
rei naming  d;:rtncfs  and  corruption,  that,  in  numberlefe  inftances*  they  neithtr 
know  of  themfelvi-s  what  is  fitteft  for  them  to  alk  of  God,  nor  how  to  pmy 
fur  it  tn  fiich  a  manner  as  is  acceptable  to  him,  Ncverthckls,  bow  great  is  the 
fatety*  honour*  and  happinefc  of  them  that  rm\jn  Chrift  ;  that  mind  and  favour 
not  the  thing*  of  the  fleflj,  but  of  the  fpirit;  tint  are  led  by,  walk,  aqtl  Kve  after 
the  fpirit ;  to  whom  they  are  infinitely  indebted,  and  not  at  ail  to  the  fleih ; 

ami 


N  O 

*  By  pfixdps&ties  and  powers  fomc  under- 
(land  fupertir  rtu.ki  and  ardin  of  angris*  which 
whether! hey  be  of  the  foed  or  evil  fort*  are 
described  under  ih  deter  ms,  F.ph*  iii.  tc.aml 
vi.  it-  But  others  Lake  them  to  mean  1  arfb 
ij  pMtntatrs  and  rtt&riy  who  are  called  prir.ei- 

pflticir f  and p^ver\t  Tie.  ili.  t.  Ami  lam  in¬ 
clined  to  think  that  *n;r  aporlle  mod  diroedy 
intended  the  ^ctfcruthtv  powers  upon  tiTth\ 
brcauJe  this  widen*  the  argument,  and  keeps 
itt  icvfral  parts  CioJt  :  And  yet  as 


T  E. 

the  argument  is  fttU  further  flrratfhcnsd  hy 
giving  the  greateft  latitude  bt  thefe 
[ion  in  m  enumeration  of  particulars  v  hh 
w  hoever  were  the  apprehension-;  nj 
themielveSj  their  enemies  mi^ht  think  liL  v 
In  he  unfriendly  tnthtm,  and  fh  to  oc*-if; 
their  ndlcarriage,  I  have  indud^d  the  yrir. 
pal  an^di,  both  good  and  tod,  acco-ding  *0 
the  fen Jl*  that  is.  given  cf  the  foregoing  «v- 
fa^c,  which  douhllclV  tvEatra  t«  that  j 
rank  of  creatures. 


a  mi 
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:*uHhat,  through  his  influence*  mortify  the  body  of  fin  !  Ther*  is  even  now 
no  condemnation  to  them  ;  but  the  perfect  rightcoufneft  demanded  by  the  faur, 
a?  the  condition  of  life*  is  completely  fulfilled  for  them  hy  God*$  own  divine 
S.m,  whom  he  feut,  and  who  came  in  the  appearance  of  finful  flcfli,  to  take  a* 
w^y  their  fin  by  the  facrifice  uf  himfelf ;  They  are  the  children  and  heirs  of  God* 
tul  j amt*  heirs  with  Chrift,  and  in  his  right;  the  fame  fpuit  dwells  in  them* 
tvhic'h  he  himfelf,  as  their  head,  was  filled  with  above  nicafure  ;  And  though 
Ihiir  bodies  are  mortal*  like  other  nrei^s,  by  ivafon  of  fin  ;  yrt  their  (uub  arc 
s-ive  to  God,  and  ihall  live  for  ever,  by  means  of  the  rightcmifiiefs  of  thrift  im* 
filled  to  them,  and  of  a  work  of  bo  tin  eft  wrought  in  them  ;  and  their  bodies 
thrmfelves  ihall  be  railed  to  immortal  glory,  in  rrfemUaucc  of  their  rifen  Saviour, 
hy  virtue  of  their  union  with  him,  and  by  his  fplrit  which  dwells  in  them.  And 
a  comfort  is  it  to  have  this  good  (pint*  to  witnefe  with  their  fpirits,  that 
they  are  the  children  of  God;  to  aflifi  them,  a?  to  the  matter  and  manner  of 
prayer;  and  to  give  them  humble  boldneft  and  holy  freedom  in  their  thoughts 
of  God,  and  addrefles  to  him,  as  thfcir  heavenly  Father  1  But  O  how  much 
greater  Hill  is  the  bfcffednefs,  that  they  fhall  be  partakers  of  hereafter  !  They 
Ik  all  be  glorified  together  with  Chrift;  and  fh  all  then  be  openly  manifefied,  ami 
treated,  as  the  children  of  the  Moft  High,  in  a  ftate  of  entire  freedom  from  alt 
imperfections  and  furrows,  and  of  the  utmoft  honour  and  felicity,  which  Audi 
at :idc  for  ever*  What  matter  of  triumph  in  Chrift  is  all  this,  am  id  It  the  various 
persecutions  and  trials  that  here  berfal  them  !  Though  numerous  enemies  fee 
tkmfelves  againft  them,  none  can  prevail  to  their -ruin,  bccaufe  God  is  for 
them,  and  has  allured  them  of  al)  things  working  together  for  their  good  ;  and, 
he  m*ho  has  given  hi*  uwn  Son  to  fntfer  aud  die,  with  the  utmoft  extremity*  for 
tfccir  redemption,  will  not  itick  at  giving  them  all  things  with  him,  that  he 
trows  to  be  belt  for  them.  Though  they  are  humbly  feniible  of  many  fins, 
which  might  he  charged  upon  them;  yet  who  can  fix  a  iaw'chargc  to  their 
condemnation  at  the  bar  of  uW,  fence  it  is  he  that  jiifttfies  them  ;  and  Chrift  has 
died  and  rofe  again,  and  ever  Jives  to  make  inrermlkm  for  them  ?  What  an 
ir  fallible  certainty,  and  beautiful  order  is  there  in  the  falvatiun  of  God*s  ele&  J 
He  fore  ordained  them  to  be  conformed  to  the  holy  aud  fuffering  image  uf  bis 
Son,  and  calls  and  iuftifies  them  here*  that  they  may  be  glorified  with  their  head 
Kiddder  Brother  hereafter*  And  O  how  aftc  fling  and  enuring  arc  the  thoughts 
of  Chritt’s  love,  and  of  the  love  of  God  in  him  !  So  tfreat*  fo  free,  and  un* 
changeable  is  this  love,  that  no  cimum fiances  of  life*  or  forms  of  death  ;  no  a!-* 
lurcTnenU  of  profperity,  or  terrors  of  advtrlity;  no  fears  or  dangers  fiorn  any 
quarter,  can  ever  feparare  between  tbe  love  of  God  and  the  lovers  of  him  ;  or 
aiieiiatc  Chrifi's  heart  from  them,  or  theirs from  him,  But  they  already  are,  and 
ji.ill  one  day  appear  to  be,  not  only  conquerors,  but  triumphers  over*  and  even 
trainers  by  all  that  would  come  between  bod  aud  them,  through  him  who  bad 

loved  them. 


C  II  A  P.  IX. 

The  apoftle  exprejfes  tie  deep  concern  of  his  hearty  that  the  generality 
of  his  countrymen  were  fir  angers  to  the  great  blejfings  of  the  gofpet^ 
I, — 5*  Shews  that  the  prtmiifa  given  to  the  fathers  arey  neverthc- 
iefsj  made  good  to  the  fpiritual  feed  of  Abraham,  to  the  end  that  the 
furpofe  of  God  might  jland^  6, — 13.  Anfwers  objections  agabtfi 
God’s  fovereign  condutl%  in  exertiftng  mercy  toward  thefe$  and  juf  - 
Tice  toward  the  carnal  Ifraclkcs,  14, — >23.  Shews  that  this  fove* 

Tcignty  runs  through  his  dealings  both  with  Jew?  and  Gentiles,  24,— 2  y* 
And  that  there  is  no  reafon  to  complain  of  the  Gentiles  attaining 

e  tvs  fatting 


rghtcou/nefs  for  jujliji cation  through  faith)  flute  the] 
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of  it  is  awing  to  their  not  fieking  it  in  that  way,  but  by  the  works  of 
the  law%  30,-33. 


Text* 

I  Say  tbe  truth  So 
Chrift,  l  lie 
fiot  ,  my  coo* 
Jcicncc  Jfo  bear¬ 
ing  me  *itnef«  in 
the  Holy  Gboft* 


a  That  I  ban 
gmt  hutineft 
and  continual  for- 
tov  in  ay  heart* 


]  For  I  could 
vilb  that  myfclf 
were  acuurfcd 

from 


Paraphrase. 

TT  would  be  the  rejoicing  of  my  foul,  if  what  has 
*■  been  fait)  of  the  glorious  bleffings  that  belong  to  che 
peculiar  objects  of  God’s  lose,  might  be  affirmed  of  the 
whole  body  of  tbe  Jewijb  nation  *  ;  and  while  1  fee,  by 
fad  effects,  that  it  is  quite  other  wife,  I,  as  a  Christian, 
who  dare  not  lie,  declare  with  all  the  Solemnity  of  a 
religious  oarh,  in  the  name  of  tbe  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
39  in  his  light  and  prefence,  who  fearcbet  tbe  reins  and 

hearts,  end  wilt  give  to  every  one  according  to  tbeir 
■works,  (Rev.  ii.  23.}  that  what  I  am  going  to  fay,  is 
ftri&ly  and  unfeignedly  true,  without  the  leaft  hypo- 
crify  or  deceit,  ill-will,  or  prejudice  againft  mine 
own  countrymen  ;  but,  in  alt  tendernefe  to  them,  and 
faithfuloefs  to  my  apoftolic  office  :  My  own  confcicnce 
likewife,  as  enlightened,  dire£ked,  and  fanltified  by  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  is  to  me  inftead  of  a  thoufand  witntrffes 
of  my  fincerity  therein ;  and  I  appeal,  for  the  truth  of 
this,  to  that  divine  Spirit,  who  fearches  all  things, yea, 
tbe  deep  things  tf  Cod,  (1  Cor.  ii.  10.) 

a  I  in  this  folemn  manner  profefs,  that  T  am  ex¬ 
tremely  diftreflVd,  and  always  feel  the  liittereil  agonies 
in  my  foul,  which  are  as  {harp  as  the  pangs  of  a  wo¬ 
man  in  travail,  whenever  1  think  or  fpeak  of  the 

awful  and  deplorable  condition  of  the  generality  of  the 
Jews  on  account  of  their  unbelief. 

3  For  as  Mojes,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  concern  and 
affection  for  the  Ifraelites ,  and  of  his  zeal  for  the  glory 
of  God,  prayed,  (Exod,  xxxti.  3a.)  rbat  he  might  be 
blotted  out  of  the  book  of  the  living,  and  out  of  the  re- 
gtfler  af  tbe  boufe  of  I  fra  el,  (Ezek.  xiii.  9.)  rather  rhan 
tbeir  fin  fhould  noc  he  forgiven  :  So  I,  with  the  like 
temper  of  fpirtt,  could  freely  fubmit  to  the  g  rear  til 
felf-denials  and  fufferings  that  can  be  endured  without 
fin,  for  their  lalvation.  If,  through  their  unreafonable 
prejudices  again  ft  me,  my  reputation  in  tbe  church  of 
Chriit  is  the  occafion  of  their  being  offended  at  me,  to 
tbeir  own  perdition  j  I  could  be  willing,  for.  their  re- 


N  o 

*  It  u  vitb  an  admirable  fpirk  and 
drefs  that  the  apoftfc  here  vent*  the  grief  of 
his  own  heart,  to  ibften  thtr  prejudice*  tif  his 
countrymen  again  It  him,  in  tKU  melting  and 
pathetic  introduction  to  the  auful  and  tre¬ 
mendous  things  that  he  wa*  pt'nj  tft  fay 
concerning  them,  and  that  could  not  hut  \k 
very  dift&ftefuL  to  them,  vbo  kr.cw  not  bow 


T  Re¬ 


covery 


to  bear  the  thought  of  any  diftiniruif'hinj  f> 
vouri  being  flicun  to  the  GoaUth*  eJptvjtily 
to  the  exelufion  of  anr,  much  more  of  the 

■v  ■ 

generality  of  their  own  natii.a ;  but  fond'** 
imagined,  that  all  the  bldUiig*  ui  the  i- 
iiah's  kingdom  vrere  to  Ik:  tn.iitly  r;oL*£j]icd 
to  themich**. 
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fr""  t°T  covery,  to  be  deemed  and  treated  as  an  exconfmunica- 

UafjiiM,  tc^  (“■*•«“  «"«)  to  the  lots  of  alt  the  external 

he  to  the  Uh:  privileges  of  the  covenant,  and  of  communion  with  the 

faints  on  earthy  and  of  life  itteif ;  and  to  be  accounted, 
according  to  their  defamations  of  me,  as  the  Jihb  of 
the  world,  and efffeettring  of  all  things,  and  as  a  fellow 
not  ft  to  live,  (1  Cor.  iv.  13.  and  A&sxxii.  23.)  Yea, 
were  it  lawful,  and  could  it  avail  to  the  falvation  of 
fucb  vaft  multitudes  whom  I  have  a  natural  affeQion 
for  5  raethinks,  I  bould  even  be  contented  to  he  cot  off 
from  the  delights  of  prefent  communion  with  Chrift*, 
.for  the  lake  of  my  brethren  of  the  JevsiJb  nation  and 
religion,  and  mine  own  countrymen,  to  whom  1  am 
fo  nearly  related,  as  a  native  Jew,  in  natural,  civil, 
and  religious  bonds ;  and  whom  God  bimfelf  has  fo 
highly  dignified  and  dilUnguiflied  with  eminent  tokens 

4  who  an  If.  b>s  kyour  many  ages  pail ;  as  for  i  nib  nee, 
rniiiMj  <0 whom  4  They  are  (he  defeendents  of  the  renowned  Jacob, 
F'liixtti  the  wham  God  himfetf  furnamed  If  rati,  to  keep  an  ho- 

riband  ihe!^  nouraWe  memorial  of  the  power  of  his  faith  in  prayer, 
temn’u,  and  the  by  which  he,  as  a  prince,  prevailed  with  God  for  a  blef- 
; tingof  die  law.  ling,  {Gen.  sxxii.  28.)  And,  anfweraMe  to  the  emi- 
aihi  the  nence  of  their  parentage,  they  have  been  diftinguifhed 

*  with  exceeding  great  and  valuable  privileges,  as  the  on¬ 
ly  vifihlc  church  and  favourites  of  heaven  ;  info  much 
that  they  have  been  nationally  taken  into  God’s  family, 
who  publicly  owned,  and  dealt  with  them,  in  his  ex¬ 
ternal  difpenfations,  as  bis  fins,  and  his  firfi-bom , 
(Exod.  iv.  22,  23.  and  Jcr.  xui.  9,  20.)  and  Tome  of 
whom  he  made  bis  children  by  a  fpiritual  adoption,  and 
by  internal  efficacious  grace  :  And  they  accordingly  had 
the  temple,  the  ark,  and  the  mercy* feat,  the  Shechina, 
and  other  vilible  tokens  and  emblems  of  his  peculiar 
and  gracious  prefence  among  them,  which  was  their 
glory,  (x  Sam.  iv.  21,  22.  and  Pfal.  lxxx.  1.)  Godalfo 
entered  into  a  covenant  with  them  for  temporal  and 
fpiritual  bleffings,  in  various  repetitions  and  admini- 
ftration6  of  it  f,  which  be  fir (l  made  with  Abraham, 

(Gen* 

NOTE. 

*  Tt  is  poflible,  that  the  apo  file's  low  and  the  plural  number  the  ccvenaati,  btft  which 
Mat  might  nle  to  Jo  high  a  rtrr.in,  as  is  ex-  are  Indeed  only  to  many  explications  and  en- 
prdjcd  in  the  paraphrale :  But  I  can  feme  largcmcnts  of  that  original  covenant  which 
think  that  he  cither  lawfully  might,  or  could  God  made  with  him  when  ho  £rft  called 
golo  far,  as  to  with  himielf  eternally  fcpa-  him,  and  laid,  (Gen.  xii.  i,  }-)  / atVadt 
rated  from  Chrift,  for  the  lake  of  any  advan-  of  thee  a  great  sinn,  and  I  w Hi  btrfi  /fev,— 
tap  to  the  Jems,  theaj  foots  be  a  tleffinf  •  oai  ia  tkee,  fall 

|  I  take  the  (ssMhIi  here  mentioned,  to  oil  tie  families  of  tbt  torn  be  b'ejfcd.  And  I 
ttktt  molt  immediately  to  the  covenant  made  clinic  to  eon  line  my  thoughts  to  dhrims 
tkK^rnhx,  wliiui,  on  iroxint  of  its  va-  covenant,  that  we  may  die  better  d'lLingui Hi 
tarji  articles  and  promulgations.  Is  (tiled,  in  |g  from  foe  lew ;  though  that  was  delivered 


Ch.  ix. 


4*4 

GCA  y  Ifttl 

promlfe  s ; 
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|he  (Gen*  xii.  2,  3,  and  xvii.  7,  &c.)  and  afterwards  re¬ 
peated  to  IfaaCy  and  to  Jacoby  (chap,  xxvu  3*  4.  and 
xxviii.  13,  14.)  and*  kft  of  all,  to  the  whole  church  of 
IJraely  (Jixod*  xxxiii.  t*  Detit*  xnih  15.  and  six.  5,  6,) 
and  he  committed  to  them  his  holy  oracles,  (/icm.  tin  2.) 
when  at  mount  iSr^di  he  delivered  to  them  the  moral 
law,  which  is  of  efernal  obligation,  which  he  wrote, 
by  a  hiper  natural  opera tion,  on  two  tables  of  (lone, 
{Deut*  ix*  10.  and  x.  i,— j.)  and  which  contained  a 
clear  and  comprehenfive  fummary  of  the  Jaw  of  nature. 


after  it  had  been  greatly  obliterated  in  the  heart  of 
man  by  the  fall ;  and  to  this  he  added,  byfpecial  com¬ 
mandment  to  Aiofes,  the  judicial  Jaw,  relating  to  their 
civil  a  {fairs,  as  a  natien  under  his  own  immediate  go¬ 
vernment:  lie  alfo  gave  them  the  ceremonial  law,  re¬ 
lating  to  their  religious  concerns,  and  containing  typi¬ 
cal  ordinances  of  divine  woiftiip,  (*  Aar/™}  to  be  ob- 
ferved  by  them  as  a  churchy  ( Exod chap,  xxjv,  &c.) 
And  to  this  £maj-difpen Cation  ±  he  annexed  many  pro- 
mi  fes  of  his  being  with  them,  and  owning  them  for 
his  people,  while  they  fhould  continue  to  walk  in  his 
fbtutes,  and  to  keep  nis  judgments;  and  promifes  of 
his  never  calling  them  off,  unlefs  for  their  final  ob- 
fttnacy,  impenitence,  and  unbelief,  (Exod.  xxiii.  vtr. 
20,  to  the  end;  and  Deut *  chap *  xxx.) 

5  In  line,  to  crown  all,  This  prefenr  generation  of 
the  jews  are  the  pofterity,  not  only  of  Jacoby  from 
caning  the  rtert 1,  whofe  moft  honourable  name  they  are  called  ffraetitcsj 

it  over *all’ God  (v*r*  4*)  kut  °f  Abraham ,  JjddCy  and  David}  and 

hlcflbi  many  other  eminent  and  holy  men:  And  from  them 
the  prom i fed  Mefliah  himfelf  defeended  in  his  human 
birth,  in  fo  much  that,  as  far  as  relates  co  his  affumed 
nature,  he  was  properly  their  feed,  of  Jc -j?ifb  extract ; 
even  he,  who,  in  his  original  nature,  is  in  the  ftricleft 
notion  of  deity,  God  infinitely  pctVdied  of  all  pofiihle 
blellednefc,  beyond  all  that  is,  or  can  be  enjoyed  by 
any  mere  creature  whatsoever;  and  who  is  exalted,  in 
his  own  being  and  perfections,  above  all  bkjfing  and 
praifot  (Ai'A.  ix*  5-)  and  is  abfolutely  worthy  of  the 
highdt  adorations  of  faiino  and  angels,  invariably,  and 

for 


S  Whofe  ore 
the  fathers*  »ud 
of  whom,  atcon- 


N  0 

irt  the  form  of  a  covenant  at  mount  Sjwj,  but 
could  not  ri?&finuithe  core-cant  made  ulth 
Abr&lmxy  (Gat.  id*  1  7*)  and  10  diltingUTih  h 
from  ihe prfmifrs,  both  of  which  ftre  mm* 
tiered  in  the  dox  of  this  v<t;c  ;  [  hare  ac¬ 
cordingly  given  &ch  a  Ron:  of  ihe  h  w  and 
the  prvmsftiy  as  may  not  inter  ft  r^*  with  *Le 
things  contained  in  the  C6vn:»i:tst  which,  by 
all  the  exjmfiiori  J  Live  aw  U'o  ir.uji 
confounded. 


T  K- 

t  This  fenfe  of  fie  *r*#*fft  bmp*  tip  a  pro¬ 
per  diftinftion  UtweciTi  t!:cm  and  th  c.  v- 
Miitfit  prclltv^  y  nidi.  A  oiiUv  in  the  > 

Lgc$  here  incut  it  jrtrd  ;  muf  t'luiuls  in  iv  t: 

ounueftion  with  :h  fifth  and  rt 
finnee  of  God  \  and  Is  Rems  to  fufe  i:x 

?polHb'*4  dcfijrn  cd  chvuitnjr  the  ohjrci;:>;i, 
V'T.  <h  liO  dUib  of  The  rc»r3w:i  < : 

the  nn belie wt-rJ  cj  G 

*  no  rjji'ii* 


Ch.  ii« 


bUTcil  far  crer.  for  ever,  as  having,  in  that  view  of  him,  no  God  a* 
Mlk  hove  him  * ;  In  teftimony  of  which,  and  of  our  defire 

that  he  may  be  honoured  accordingly,  we,  who  believe, 
heartily  fay,  'Amen  ;  And  may  all,  that  hear,  join  their 
amen  with  ours ! 


6  N«  is  tho* 
she  «ord  of  God 
fob  taken  none 
dfi iCt.  For  they 
are  not  ill  IfracL 
vhxh  m  of  If* 
ml: 


j  Neither, 
mte  ihey  are  the 

feed 


6  Bat  though  the  greateft  part  of  the  Jew  of  thi$ 
age  are  in  a  deplorable  condition*  through  their  own 
unbelief*  which*  as  I  have  laid*  (wr,  2.)  mores  thy 
tend  ere  ft  grief  and  companion  for  them;  yet  we  are 
not  to  imagine*  as  fome  may  fuppofe,  on  account  of 
their  great  external  privileges*  (u*r*  4,  5.)  that  the  CO* 
venant  of  promifesj  which  God  made  with  their  fa* 
there*  and  their  feed,  is  difan nulled,  or  has  failed  of  its 
accompKihments  f  :  For  all  the  natural  offspring  of  J&- 
cob}  who*  as.  fiich*  belong  to  the  nation  and  vifible 
church  of  Ifrael^  are  not  the  true  Ifrariitesf  in  God’s 
account*  that  are  intcrefted  in  the  faving  hleffings  of 
the  covenant*  according  to  his  intent  and  meaning  in  its 
indefinite  promt  fee,  which  bad  3  peeuliar  relation  to* 
and  were  to  have  their  accomplishment  in*  the  fpiritual 
feed  of  Abraham^  of  what  nation  foever  they  be*  as  has 
been  oSfervtd,  [chap*  iv«  16*  17,  18,) 

7  Nor  are  the  Jewsf  in  a  faving  and  fpi ritual  man* 
ner*  the  children  of  God*  merely  becaufe  they  are  de- 
feen dents  of  the  faithful  Abraham^  as  their  father  ao 
cording  to  the  flefli  :j  But  the  proimfe,  in  ks  moft  pe~ 
culiar  and  beneficial  deflgu*  belonged  to  thole  only  of 


NOTES. 


*  Over  ally  Gri  MeffeJ  fir  mrt  is  muni- 
frilly  a  dricription  of  Chrilt  in  fab  drvht  na- 
tcnrt  by  way  of  antithesis  to,  or  id  diftine- 
i»n  from,  the  defeription  of  him  in  the 
former  part  of  this  vitfe,  in  his  Jwmau  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  not  a  de&riptwn  of  his  office- 
in  dlftinflion  from  his  perfoUy  »b- 
itnftly  conJjdercd :  For  his  ui & 

flvtn  him,  is  Cod-man,  in  btib  nztnncs  f 
whereas  his  being  crikd  God  over  ally  bltfftd 
fir  eve r,  is  a  ddcription  of  him  only  as  to 
txt  nature  in  dilHiiftton  from  the  other. 
And  here  tfrn  efcaiaftcrs  that  are  peculiar  to 
deity,  and  aferibed  U>  God  ahfilatelf,  and  to 
God  the  Father  particularity  arc  united  in 
thrift ;  one  is  (hat  of  over*  dr  efauc  ally 
(£pA.  iv.  f.)  and  the  other  is  that  of  blcffid 
fi r ev^  (ftjwa  i,  %$*  and  a  Car.  xi.  ji.jTni* 
thcrlorc  is  as  high  aud  (Irang  an  attertaUon 
to  the  proper  fupreme  divinity  of  Chrift,  a- 
bove  which  there  is  no  other  deity,  u  wonh 
na  well  espr rfs,  And  it  leems  to  me,  that 
r.athing  can  be  a  more  forced  con H ruCtion  of 
the  words,  or  mote  foreign  to  the  apoftlcs 
ddkn  of  pouring  out  the  tnourmul  Jenfe  of 


etanfc  tt  doiclwry  to  God  the  Father y  a  a  to nje 
\rould  luve  it*  (.See  tins  text  further  ex¬ 
plained  and  vindicated  in  ittv  Jimifjr;s  npo:i 
it,  mtitled  yefsit  Cbrifi  GeJ-ASaa,  pi.£,  *6,) 
f  As  what  the  apoflle  here  fiftm  upon, 
in  vindication  of  God’s  chiding  ibnic  i'nd  rc- 
}c4tinj  others,  feems  to  hate  taken  it*  t:Cc 

and  occafion  front  chap- viiL  a3,  \\l:c:c  fag 
had  /poke  of  them  thnr  were  emphatically 
the  called,  acc&rdia y  H  Gm*S  ptirpofe  ;  fb  the 
way  in  vnich  he  here,  and  in  the  next  vents, 
fet$  oot  and  goes  on  with  that  Ly 

diflinguifhmg  between  one  and  suothef  fort 
of  IJrtH&eiy  and  feed  of  Ai/raha*a^  cinrirs  a 
ftrong  intimation,  that  ht  does  not  esnfixe 
hb  view  to  what  is  merely  national  and  exter¬ 
nal,,  but  rather  begins  w  ith  a  perfinal  dijtinc- 
AWf  ubidi  uras  made  in  tli«  purp  ft  of  God 
bttwen  the  ber.eving  and  uabelUvtng  Jctp# 
thcffifcfres,  with  regard  to  fa*4xgr  to^ctlter 
wdth  extenul  privileges;  and  lb  covertly  ami 
gradually  advances  to  the  nttf&nai  rejection  of 
tlie  7jtwj,  and  calling  of  the  GetdiUi  3n  tKlr 
Head,  till  he  comes  inch;  openly,  dlrc^ty* 
and  eonftnedly  to  in  lift  upon  that  r^\rit  at 


■-U  heaa  lor  tlie  Jnp;,  ti;un  to  make  chi*  chap.  xi.  nt  ere*  Sec  the  note  there, 
Vo  L-  HI*  t  (1  1 
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foe d  of  Akr> 
ham,  are  thr  all 
ciitldrirn :  but  in 
Iftat  iKnll  thjr 
feed  be  cilkd, 


S  That  U,  They 
which  are  tilt 
children  of  die 
flrlh,  rhcfc*rr  not 
the  children  of 
Cod  ;  hut  ttie 
chiH^rn  of  the 
proa  i  liV  arceou  n  t- 
cd  for  the  feed* 


j>  hV*r  th:f 
llu'  word  of  pro- 
mdc ,  At  this 
time  will  Joome, 

and  Sarah.  I  ball 

have  a  lou. 


7£*  £/>£/?/?  Jo  the  Romans  paraphrafed*  Ch.  ix» 

his  race  that  are  partakers  of  his  faith,  and  walk  in 
his  fteps,  (chap.  iv.  ri,  12,};  as  was  intimated  in  a  ty¬ 
pical  rfiftin&ion  which  was  made  between  one  fort  of 
Abraham*  s  feed  and  another,  when,  upon  God’s  ma¬ 
king  his  covenant  with  him  and  his  feed,  he  faid,  {Gen, 
xxi*  r  7 -)  In  Ifaac  Jbatl  thy  feed  be  called  *  that  is,  not 
from  the  loins  of  Ifbmaet ,  thy  fon  by /f agar  the  bond- 
woman  ^  but  from  Ifutc ,  whom  Sarah  the  free-woman 
has  bore  to  thee,  {GaL  iv*  22-)  (hail  thy  children  be 
called  to  partake  of  fpiritual,  internal,  and  everlafttngr 
as  well  as  of  temporal  and  outward  benefits,  according 
to  my  promife*  (Gen*  xvii,  7,  8.) 

8  The  true  meaning  of  this  is,  that  as  Ijhmacly  the 
fon  of  JTagary  a  young  woman,  was  born  in  her  tee¬ 
ming  age,  according  to  the  ufuai  courfeof  nature,  with4' 
out  any  extraordinary  inter poGiion  of  God  j  and  Ifaac 
was  born  of  Sartxh%  who  through  faith  received ftrength 
to  conceive  feed)  (Heb*  xi,  it.)  by  a  miraculous  influ¬ 
ence  according  to,  and  in  virtue  of,  the  promife,  {GaL 
fvt  23.)  after  flic  was  part  age,  and,  though  fo  long 
married,  never  had  conceived  before:  So  they  who,  as 
typified  by  Ifbmaeiy  arc  only  Abrahanfs  feed  according 
to  the  flclht  and  glory  in  tbeir  privilege  of  having  him 
for  their  father,  {John  viii*  33,  39*)  who  alfo  put  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  flefh,  and  feet  to  be  juftified  by  fome- 
thing  of  their  own  ;  thefe  are  not  the  children  of  God 
by  fpecial  and1  effectual  grace,  whom  he  deGgns  for  glo¬ 
ry,  ( chap *  viii,  ry*) ;  but  they  who,, as  typified  by  Ifaacf 
are  begotten  to  God  by  his  own  almighty  power,  and 
fnvereign  will,  according  to,  and  by  means  of  his  word, 
{Jam*  i.  18*)  without  any  regard  to  merit  or  worthi¬ 
ng  fs  in  them  ;  or  mho  arc  horn >  wt  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
’wilt  if  the  flefb ,  nor  cf  the  mill  of  many  but  f  God, 
(John  i»  13*)  and  who  lay  hoM  by  faith  on  the  promife 
of  falvation  thro*  Jefus  Chrift  \  thefe  are  to  be  reckon¬ 
ed  rhe  true  fpiritual  feed  of  Abraham,  who  are  bit  fled 
ivith  him,  {Gah  Hr-  9*)  and  m  whom  the  promife  made 

to  him  and  his  feed  is  fulfilled^  in  a  peculiar  maimer  as 
it  was  in  Ifaac . 

9  For  thus  the  promife  runs,  {Gen.  xviii,  10*)  which 
limited  the  blefling  to  one  fort  of  Abraha*ri*s  feed,  to- 
the  exclufton  of  the  other,  and  by  virtue  of  which  Sg- 
rah  became  the  mother  of  Ifaac  t  even  now,  without 
delay,  not  with  Handing  all  the  impoflihilides  that  may 
feera  to  lye  againft  it,  f  wilfcome  in  the  grant  of  my 
mercy,  and  by  a  ftipcpnatural  operation  of  my  provi¬ 
dence,  to  enable  your  wife  Sarah  to  conceive  a  fon ; 
and,  according  to  the  ufuai  time  from  conception  to  the 

birth , 
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io  Anu  not 

only  thh%  buc 
vbcn  Rebecca  al¬ 
io  had  connived 
by  one,  even  by 
«urfuhtr  liau; 


ii  (For  the 

uiidrea  be  109  not 
vet  bom,  neither 
string  done  any 
good  or  evil,  that 
the  piupoic  of 
God,  according 
to  tkfttgn,  might 
lhad  *  not  of 
works, 


birth,  about  nine  months  hence,  fhe  (hall  ecrtaioly  bo 

delivered :  And  fa  God  made  a  foVereign  didin&jon  be* 
tween  IJbmael  and  If  a  at,  as  types  and  Camples  of  what . 
he  would  do  between  others  of  Abraba  zn’s  po  (ferity • 

10  And  this  citfyin&ion  was  made,  not  only  between 
the  immediate  offspring  of  Abraham,  which,  perhaps, 
forae  may  fugged  was  owing  to  IJbmael  %  being  the  (on 
of  an  Egyptian  bond-woman*  and  more  perverfe  in  his 
temper  than  J/aact  who  was  miraculouQy  bom  of  the 
free-woman,  {Gen*  xtu  9,  J0<) ;  but  there  was  after* 
wards*  in  the  next  defeent  from  Abraham  by  Sarah  hcr- 
felf,  a  further  limitation*  which  couM  be  aferibed  to  no 
moral  differance  relating  to  the  fjbje&E  themftlvcs ;  and 
that  was  when  tUbseca^  Ifaa£%  wife*  .was  with  child  of 
two  Tons*  which  ihe  bad  by  one  Concepcion,  and  which 
were  begotten  by  one  man*  eiren  Ifaact  her  hulband, 
who  was  the  progenitor  of  the  whole  nation  of  the  If* 
raetiUsi  Though  thefe  children  were  the  immediate 
fruit  of  the  bodies  of  the  fame  father  and  mother*  and 
were  in  all  circumftances  alike;  yet  God  alfo  made  an 
early  arid  fovercign  diftm£t:on  even  between  them3  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  good  pleafure  of  his  will* 

t.i  For*  while  thefe  infants  lay  alike  together  id  the 
womb  *,  both  of  them  indeed  fbapen  in  iniquity  t  an ^ 
Conceived  in  {Pfai*  li*  5,)  and  incapable*  as  all  man¬ 
kind  are  finc;e  the  fail*  of  being  born  righteous  and  ho¬ 
ly*  {Job  xiv.  4.  and  xxv.  4.)  yet  before  either  of  chem 
was  brought  forth  into  the  world*  and  confequer.tly  be¬ 
fore  they  bad*  or  could  have  done  any  a£t  of  a  moral  na¬ 
ture  in  their  own  perfons  f*  whether  good  or  bad,  to 
engage  God  to  regard  one  more  than  the  other  :  Even 
then  he  declared  that  he  had  made*  and  would  make  a 
difference*  in  preferring  one  to  the  other*  (,**)  to  the 

end 


NOTES. 


*  Though  to  fhew  that  tfcstt  was  no  nio- 

ttl  difference  between  thefe  children,  to  move 
Cod  tochitfe  thecae  rather than  the  other,  but 
dwrtit  proceeded  from  the  mere  gbod  picture 
gf  his  will,  it  U  laid  that  neither  of  them  had 
actually  and  peribnaliy  done  any  goad  or  <y 
til,  io  confidenttion  of  which  God  had  di£ 
tutgntfhed  one  from  the  other  in -his  kind  re¬ 
gards  ;  yet  this  rather  foppofes  than  denies, 
that  they  were  equally  involved  In  the  guilt 
and  depravity  of  original  Jin,  which  was  wm- 
men  to  them,  w  it  is  to  all  the  feed  of  the 
firft  fallen  covenant-head  :  And  without  ftp- 
bofing  this  concerning  them,  as  wdl  as  others, 
it  is  noeafy  matter  to  account  for  what  is  im- 
tnodhtcly  afterwards  ikid,  with  reference 
herciinto,  (rer  13, — 18*  about  God's  batitig 
K/ui,  ami  having  men j  end  e&nfmjjkn  an 
urbrirr  be  t Till  have  mercy  and  mnpzjppt? ;  or 
tu  dear  his  rigUc^fncfSy  and  make  die  in* 


dance  of  Pharaoh  pertinent  to  the  argwftent 
id  hand :  for  GodTs  ha srcdt  wurrj,  and  f5n- 
pajfi&tti  miiH  have  faent  rebtinu  to  fin  and 
tottery,  in  the  objects  of  them ;  and  right*- 
cufntjt  or  tuifigbuwfacfs  in  God  has  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  his  dealing  with  men  on  account  of 
jSa  .*  Accordingly,  in  the  winding  itp  of  the 
argument,  the  apoftic  tonlidcis  /fre  I’^jV/r  of 
av rath)  as  endxrtti  vrtib  much  tongfuffcUng^  and 
prepared  for  deftniftkm  by  At  fin  which 
God  finds  in  them  ;  md  t hsTstjfch  cf  mercy f 
us  prepared  by  his  cv/r  par&wiig  aad  Wf’if* 
ins  grace  1  according  to  his  eternal  ddigu  in 
which  lie  laid  them  out  for  dory1,  that  Air 
purptfe  accarrfiEg  to  tteffion  might  fiani* 

f  Here  3s  a  Arming  iatimuioD  againA  the 
pre-cxlflence of  WI&,  which,  oti  that  fjppo- 
fition,  might  liavr  done  either  good  01'  evil* 
before  they  were  bora  into  this  worliL 

Up 
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w^rjcs,  !s«t  of  cncj  that  hi$  eternal  pvrpofe  might  be  unchangeably  efta- 
lua  tbAicallethj  yjfhcd  and  fulfilled,  according  to  hi&  own  free  choice 

of  one  of' them*  rather  than  of  the  other :  Not  as  tho*  he 
was  moved  thereunto  by  a  con fi deration  of  any  good 
worts  *  that  be  forefaw  one  of  them  would  dc*,  rather 
than  the  other  j  for  this,  in  effect*  would  have  been  the 
fame  thing  as  if  they  had  been  already  performed ;  and 
had  it  depended  on  thtir  own  will*  it  muft  have  been 
uncertain*  whether  God*&  choice  would  Hand  firm*  or 
not :  But,  to  prevent  its  being  defeated  by  the  corrupt 
tion  and  fickknefs  of  the  creature*  it  is  an  ekRion  cf 
grace)  {chap.  xi.  5*)  which  proceeded  from  the  mete 
good  will  and  pleafure  of  God  t*  who  effectually  cattsf 
according  to  his  purpofe*  {Chap*  viiu  28.) 

12  As 


^  N  ° 

T  cannot  fee  to  what  end  the  apofkle 
fhcoM  mention  their  Iming  done  neither 
(c-uk1  nor  evil,  antecedent  to  the  pitrpofc  uf 

about  them,  ami  thmupnn  add,  that 
\t  was  uTitcf  t Pwkst  ludeJ*  lie  designed  to  ex- 
dude  ill  ffMid  works  fsnficn,  as  well  as  zc- 

fuaih  performed,  from  being  the  raufc  of 
God  t  gn*  iotas  pui'poie  concerning  one,  ra- 
tU'p  ‘H-in  the  L-thcr  of  them,  iince  the  piir-- 
p4»jc  itldf  teas  antecedent  to  the  rvijrieiArf  of 
Lhcm  ;  Ai:d  to  fuppoic  ochcrw'Hc, 
vionitl  tie  not  onTy  v>  make  the  purptfc  xuord~ 

i^/i  pnajiiuiiv,  irtfhid  of  iinn  and 

Ihblc,  as  pen  ding  on  die  |  devious  uncer- 
t4in  Jive  M-jJl  of  the  creature,  and  on  t-he 
irer  *T3kT  r*  God,  which  alone  An  make 'he 
pio:trjv*d  ;jihcr;tanoc  fu~e  fa  /4r  feed,  (chap. 
*\  *5,)  hut  it  would  lx;  likewise  inonuflent 
v.  ;tls  Lhu  «j>oit[c’s  Scribing  it,  in  the  next 
word:*,  eruireJy  to  (but  u\ihtb\  and  it 
WMiifi  l>r  dircf  dy  century  to  what  he  after* 
^::rdr  in  jbpport  of  hb  argiiraciitrby 

i:itreiiu^:*iir  God,  as  fcymg  to  Alt/Vt,  fvetr 
*£-)  J  ye\H  h^tnr  jwjvt  m  i^ihjv  iTtffflb&iH 
weivy,  f  w*7f  have  co^irp. > iff- m  pjj  vfnm  J 
tL'iti  f';tre  cuiupzfftfe  *  and  by  ilRwing'thc'in* 
ler^nrc  J  rouv  thence,  ( vc»\  1  &. )  Sc  tbcit,  it  k 
kc:  cf  him  ui.it  miV*  fi,  tmr  of  blm  tbi*t  ruu/tetb, 
bid  vf  Ood  ihiit  jbeweih  Utfrcyx  Nor  would  this 
itip^oktioo  leave  any  room  for  the  ohjeHiusi 
ti‘«t  railed,  (vre*  14,  1^,)  agahtft  what 
t  v  !-;‘,d  fjid  on  ibis  head,  or  comport 

v  :Lh  his  unfwers  to  thm  in  the  v cries  there 
loiknvii]^ 

+  tici-e  ist  I  think,  a  plain-  reference  to 
wh^t  T.i>e  ftjudtc  had-taid ,  chay,  viii. 
abont  c*dtiK£  pt^rfons,  fic&*rA*itg  fa  hit 

fr**rf*Il-\  aiiil  tfarifjtn^  fbcm^  whom  he prcd;f~ 
(ifhiitd  uiui  f*i tUd*  That  ieems  to  be  the  foot 
of,  ami  to  have  given  rife  to  the  prdent  dif 
courtc ;  and  as  the  cMug  there  intended  was 

an  4  jTcthtiit  one,  unto  a  ti^rtidpathm  of  fpiri* 

tuJ  and  vtciW  Ukjfliii^s,  {lie  the  note  there) 
the  apnitka*s  ment^minr  ifos?  as  wdl  ixstii 
firmer  lollatict  of  f^«e/cau  huidly  Le  taken 


'  E  5. 

in  a  jnft  and  pertinent  light,  without  eonfi* 

doing  it  as  an  exemplification  of  w'hat  he 
there  fo  doily  uprdltid  :  And  thertftFW  it 
appears  to  me,  that  his  defiyn  in  alledging 
tlion  was,  not  merely  to  reprefent  God'i 
purpole  us  taking  phiee,  aetording  to  dcdiunp 
with  rdpetft  to  the  privileges  of  the 

^oljyJB  to  which  he  had  chu&n  and  called 
vbote  itiitloftSi  and  LkkHcs  of  men,  and  pink 
cnbdy  the  CcmUUs\  hot  likowlfe  with  ri^ptfl 
to  and  ferrtd  benefits,  to  which  lie 

had  chole  ctrtttn  fcrfini  out  of  fadr  bodies. 

Accordingly  wc  find  that  he  ipcaks  ofn  dif- 

thigoitbiug  choice,  uid  fcpintioa  of  Ibmt 
from  among  tlic  general  bodies  of  both"  Jnrj 

ver*  <S,  y,  S,  ^4,  if,  itf,  17,  and 
of  a  grucbMt  ricHi&n  of  a  wwrfir/,  lo  the  «b- 
tainijig  of  falvatioir,  w t  of  the  body  of  lhat 
anlirnt  people  vhon  God  had  d>4cn  Lo 
external  pmilcfej,  chap*  xL  4,  s*  And  then, 
having  gradually  led  the  way  it,  in  wh#t 
he  had  fold  about  the  favercigBiy  of  dirirc 
gr^oe,  in  its  afiings  tourard  multittxl^s  of 
both  Jcurj  and  OcatikSt  he  proceeds,  at  the 
j  nh  ver  t  of  that  chapter,  to  dUcoiule  num. 
dirtHft about  the  n&thxQl  rejection  of  thtTetPi, 
and  calling  «f  the  Crra/ita,  ( Ite  the  note  there. ) 
*ilic  want  of  a  due  attmkm  to  thri*  things, 
and  to- what  has  been  obfmed  m  the  note  or, 
ver.  dr  about  the  way  of  the  apolKt’s  enter¬ 
ing  on  this  djicourlc,  by  dilfinguififiug  be¬ 
tween  the  natural  and  fjoritvat  IfmefUcSy  snd 
rhildren  of  jfir&hen r.  Ins,  l  doubt  not,  mil* 
lad  many  expositors-  to  make  the  argument  in 
this  ninth  chapter  one  and  the  dne  with  that 
of  the  elevtmk:  And)tia  late  pomiJind, 
who  caradHy  contends  for  that  tehemc,  telh 
us,  that  the  tlevmh  chapter,  relating  rv  the 
rcthtiai  mcdioii,  is  proplxrtic  of  wWt  the  a* 
potUe  roicfaw  would  foon  be,  hit  was  iwt 
yet  e  fs&,  f^uc  what  the  apoillc  infills  on  i.i 
this  ilupieey  plainly  rthtes  to  tba^ 

were  already  adttidly  luiuc  ti>  pais  4t  ti^C  Ir.he 

of  his  willing* 


a.K 
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it  It  vis  fail] 
onto  her*  The 
elder  fall  fenre 
the  younger* 


13  As  it  is 

written  t  Jacob 
Jure  I  Lived,  hot 

f.fiu  bive  1  h  li¬ 
ed. 


12  As  a  fpecimen  and  evidence  of  this,  when 
beccay  the  mother  of  tbefe  twins*  was  quick  wirh  child* 
and  felt  them  flrnggling  in  an  uncommon  manner  wtlh* 
in  her*  {Gen*  xsv*  21*  23*)  (he  fought  the  Lord  to  know 
the  meaning  of  it*  and  received  for  aitfacr*  that  the 
beads  of  two  nations*  which  were  typical  of  two  forte 
of  feed*  viz*  the  children  of  the  fiijby  and  the  children 
of  the promifey  (ver.  8*)  were  m  her  womb  5  and  that  he 
had  determined*  of  his  own  good  plcaftirc,  that*  con¬ 
trary  to  human  ways  of  judging,  the  younger  would  bz 
preferred  to  the  elder  *  *  in  token  of  which)  the  fun  of 
whom  fhe  would  firft  be  delivered*  fliould  be  a  fe.Ydnt 
to  the  other,  who  Jhould  be  born  raft  of  the  (wo. 

13  And  we  have  a  Further  teftimony*  that  may  be 
accommodated  to  this  purpofe*  as  it  is  recorded  in  Ala* 
fachi  1.  2*  3.  where  God  fays*  I  have  fet  my  love  upon 
Jacob \n  a  free  and  eternal  chniceof  him  tor  myfelf,  that 
I  might  recover  him  from  aH  the  ruins  of  the  fall,  and 
give  him  the  fpimual*  as  well  as  temporal  b Idlings  of 
the  firft-born;  Butt,  who  have  a  right  to  place,  op 
withrhoid  my  undeferved  kindnefs  as  I  pieafe,  have  deter¬ 
mined  to  leave  Efauy  among  many  others  of  the  spoliate 
finful  race  of  mankind,  whom  I  joftly  abhor*  as  fuch*to 
the  free  choice  of  hie  own  will*  that  he  may  walk  in 
the  way  of  his  own  heart  t  :  1  will  not  favour  him  with 

my 

NOTES, 


*  The  elder* i  fa  in  tig  the  younger  uui  fiilfii- 
1  xl  in  j  fpirituat  and  itijjhcz!  iim  ft  in  their 
prrjhm ,  when  the  birthright  and  tlio 
iprituat  hldTing*  pertaining  to  it  were  trant 
i erred  from  tlfsu  to  factf*  \  when  Kfaa  was 
cut  otrirom  God**  covenant,  and  Jacob  ran- 
tifliKtl  in  it ;  and  when  Epw  loft,  id  Ja- 
iTi  got  the  promilt  of  C*mtan9  dat  eminent 
/me  of  the  hoavcnlv  hdieriiaacc  :  Arul  lo 
M'liil;!  Efix*s  bang  doomed  to  ftr/hude  was 
a  of  the  curft  n;wn  hi  in,  Gen*  m*  iA, 
■ip*  and  U,  2eS*  tide  to  the  pronttfbd 

tand  vu  on  emblem  of  hU  being  inrollixtin 
f,r  gtticrei  cjftmhly  ajul  (hnrib  vf  ike  frfi* 
evrt  which  arc  svriiU*  in  be  even,  (Hcb.  tii* 
a  3.}  Arul  ir  was  like-vile  fulfilled  in  a  fi * 
Ural  ftnlc,  in  their  rcipt.*vo  dilhnt  p/tc- 
ritv>  when  In  aftcr-aj^s  the  Jfrueit:es7  that 
dtfojndrd  from  Jacob,  fubdued  the  EdcrtrUet 
that  of  £faainctt  tSam.  viii,  14.  and 
%  C'fWu.  xx/.  1 1,  iii  But  the  eovenant-ri^ht 
t*>  all  *Vlc  *vas  primarily  made  over  to  Jatob 
lumiidf,  Gw?,  xxvii.  37, 

|  It  U  pleaded  by  ft  me,  that  God’*  loving 
Jjcoh,  aad  biting  Eiau,  did  nor  relpeil  ihesa 
pcrfoittlltj  but  only  rterr  and  had 

it  vebrion  not  to  their  tI/rr^W>  but  only  their 
;ctnpw<tt  f’ nicer n$ ;  m»d  that  Plaint.  U  1,  3* 
whence  theft  words  arc  ^uwvd*  rvnre* 


fem*  it  in  this  lie  lit.  But,  as  I  apprehend, 
(hat  the  ful»]c£l  of  the  apart Ic**  difrourft,  ill 
along  in  the  preceding  chapter,  is  about  jj;/rr- 
ml  and  f-rtrihg  benefit!,  aud  bt  begins  tins 
chapier  niih  a  limciration,  that  the  jjriittll 
part  of  the  fevt  were  not  rfftRttalh  cs‘leJ,  it 
(veins  jcamgfuous  to  fuppoftr,  that  when  he 
C'Xnci  to  aerount  for  tins,  by  (hewing  tli^t 
(.rod  had  chofen  and  failed  tonic,  an* l  ryjetl- 

ed  others  of  :lu:  natural  ked  of 
wr,  6.  7.  and  proereiU  to  iUuflr^lr  it,  I>y  the 
dilHii^tion  ih*t  made  iK-tucnt  one  ^nd 
another  or'  Ahntbam**  and  of  f*CB0*  S  rinnte- 

d’tjfe  olf-tprirg,  he  fec*d  eniirviy  dr^p  the 

coufiilc^uon  of  jpiti&a!  ind  efrrjj! 

and  confine  Idi  thonghu  to  thole  that  were 

only  external  and  tcmfvrrii  and  yetthsit,  after 
all  llii*,  in  vnndiiro  op  his  argument,  ver.  u, 
1 3.  he  'hrudd  apply  it  tof£r  ve/feis  of  wrath 
piled  for  dcfir^ftlvHy  and  to  the  vffch  *f  mer¬ 
cy,  -?hich  Gw/  ktid  tt  fen r  prepared  vttto  ghry  - 
And  we»e  we  to  mlrdin  I  he  apoftle's  tenle  of 
God1?  h^inf  j.ieoh,  and  hating  Kiau,  to  what 
is  fatd  in  \tat-jcbz  about  his  Aijfitf  F,&u*i 
UWiifffiiif  and  heritage  vti&c  for  ike  drrtgW  ia 
wittier  #efs ,  it  waolfi  be  ib  foreign  the 
a po flk' 4  deJii^n,  that  it  woidd  not  come  up  to 
l'»  much  os  au  in  fiance  of  any  TvJijtiotis  prU 

vih'^cs  at  *U*  though  but  of  au  external 
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r*  What  (hall 
we  fay  then  l  It 

t^tre  Dnri  ^hteo  u  f- 

fttrfs  with  God  t 
pod  forbid. 


1 1  T«ht 
to  Mofcf,  I  *311 
have  m?ri.y  on 
w!iam  I  will  have 
mercy*  and  1  *itl 
have  companion 
on  whom  I  will 

have  campion* 


my  recovering  and  laving  mercy,  as  I  do  the  ohje£te  of 
my  fpectal  love. 

14  If  this  be  God’s  fovereign  way  of  making  fuch  a 

vide  difference*  in  his  original  choice,  according  to  his 
good  pJeafure,  between,  per  fons  that  were  in  themfelves 
alike,  without  the  leaft  regard  to  any  thing  done  per- 
Tonally  by  themfelyes,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil,  what 
(ball  we  then  think  or  fay  of  this  method  of  his  proceed¬ 
ing  *  ?  Shall  it  be  hence  inferred*  as  fome  objectors 
would  fuppofe*  that  there  is  any  injuftice  in  the  great 
and  holy  God,  as  to  his  thoughts,  defigns,  and  difpen* 
Tations  toward  the  children  of  men*  in  receiving  fome, 
and  rejefting  others,  that  were  before  in  equal  cir- 
cumftancesf  .No*  by  no  means :  Far  be  it 

from  us  to  entertain  fuch  a  (hocking  thought*  fo  diieft- 
ly  contrary  to  his  perfections,  audits*  his  government  of 
the  church  and  world.  He  doth  injury  to  none*  in  dif- 
tributing,  or  witholding  bis  free  favours  juft  as  he  plea* 
fc*i  becaufe  he  is  debtor  to  none. 

15  As  to  his  Jbevting  favour  to  fome*  rather  than  o- 
thers*  that  are  equally  qn  deferring  of  it*  there  can  be 
no  injuftice  in  this ;  be  having  an  undoubted  power  and 
liberty  in  himfelf  to  beftow  his  bounteous  grace,  as  feems 
good  in  his  light:  And  the  Jevsst  of  all  people,  cannot 
reasonably  objed  againft  this,  if  they  attend  to  what  God 
declared  to  their  own  famous  law-giver,  with  regard  to 
his  unmerited  and  forfeited  kindnefs  to  their  fathers ; 


For,  to  maintain  the  glory  of  his  prerogative  in  delay¬ 
ing  his  goodnefs*  he  faid  to  in  an  abfolutc  and 

fovereign  (train,  {Exod*  xiiiii,  ip.)  +  Jivillh  gracious 
fo  vrhom  I  will  hi  gracious  *  and  vtill Jbnv  mercy  to  whom 
J  vfiltjbew  mercy ;  that  is,  my  (hewing  mercy  and  pity 
to  any  perfons  wharfoever*  is  merely  an  act  of  mine  own 
good  pleafure  $  I  will  he  gracious  and  compafEonate  to 
thofe  among  the  finfu),  unworthy,  and  wretched  race 
pf  men,  to  whom  I  choofe  to  be  gracious  and  compaf- 

fionate, 


MOTES. 


fqrfj  Iicinj  <;rinkiordfnkj  to  anyperfou, 
QT  hoiiy  oi  people  whatfoCYt*  5  and  it  is  tib* 
fcrvabjc,  ilia:  the  apoftle  does  not  go  fo  Ur  in 
his  quotation  as  to  taka  in  th cie  bit  wards,  in 
MahcUt  they  not  fulling  the  purport  of  this 
prc:?nt  argument.  Why  then  fboold  wo  not 
under'  ujid  (lie  paftige*  is  far  as  be  quotes  it, 
in  ar,  accommodated  fecit,  fuitable  to  the  te¬ 
nor  of  hit  difcnurle,  is  figtufy  ing  Jacfii  and 
Kfin  perfon&lly  confide  red  \  and  To  giving  us 

leading  example*  of  a  perTuriat  clefHon  of 
to  dl  the  Idelfings  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  chapter*  md  of  God*s  parting  by 
pthers  Tmce  thefe  two  perfont  are  mention- 
fd  by  name,  and  the  event  proved,  that  Jacob 


was  a  good  mail,  who  was  hWItd  with  fpi^ 
ritual  bkfliflgs,  ;cd  is  now  in  heaven,  Luke 
xiii.  iS.  and  Ejhu  is  fpoken  of  as  a 
ptr/on*  mb*  fiU  bis  &irihrlght5  and  aJl  the 
fpiritiaal,  u  well  as  lenipvnJ  bJelfipg*  per¬ 
taining  to  it,  Hck  xli.  I0t  See  alfo  the  fori- 
going  note  on  vtr*  u. 

*  There  would  have  been  no  octagon  or 
colour  for  this  objcflioo,  if  God's  proeted- 
ings  herein  had  been  la  ctinddcraiion  of  good 
works  forefetn  in  one,  and  of  wicfcednris  in 
the  other. 

f  This  is  cited  by  the  apoftbc  cxaAly  as  it 

ft l  nds  in  the  Srvnift  which  entirely  agree t 

in  fcJi/c  with  the  htbriiv. 

■ 
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itf  So  rtien  ir 

»  bit  of  him  that 
willcth,  nor  of 
bun  that  top* 
neth.  bat  of  God 
that  ibcttdb  raCT* 

<*• 


17  For  the 

fcppturcftjflvun- 
coPhuaoh*  Even 
forth:*  fiunepno 
fK/je  hive  1  raid¬ 
ed 


ficnate,  for  reafo ns  found  in  myfelf,  and  not  in  them, 
that  I  may  have  the  entire  glory  of  it,  as  the  abfoluie 
Lord  and  difpofer  of  my  free  gifts* 

1 6  It  therefore  («p*  **}  appears  from  hence,  that  as  it 

was  not  owing  to  Jacobi  defiring  the  bleffing,  and  run* 
ning  to  prepare  venifon  for  his  father,  winch  Efiu  did, 
as  well  as  he,  (Gen,  xxvii-  3,  drt\)  that  Jacob  obtained 
it;  but  it  was  merely  from  God’s  own  good  picture,  who 
determined  in  hie  free  mercy  10  confer  the  blcditig  upon 
bimy  rather  than  upon  and  Thereby  made  a  dif- 

tinction  between  one  and  another  of  Abraham*  $  natural 
pofterity;  (fee  the  note  and  parapbrate  on  vet,  13.)  So 
the purpefe  of  God,  according  to  etetIion7  (yer.  ri,)  is 
not  to  be  attributed  to  any  one's  own  free  will,  good  dif- 
portions  and  defires  ;  nor  is  it  to  be  aferibed  to  his  own 
diligent  endeavours  and  inquiries  after  Taxation  ;  for 
thefe  are  the  effect j,  and  not  the  caufe  of  God’s  choice, 
:(l  ii*  tji  14*)  but  it  rakes  its  original  rile  only 
from  the  fovereign  will  and  plea fu re  of  God,  who  fhews 
mercy  to  feme,  and  not  toothers,  as  feems  beft  to  him ; 
and  who,  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercy,  works  in  them 
both  to  will  and  to  dop  $  hit  good  ple&fure7  (Phil,  iL  13,) 
and  makes  them  a  -wilting  people^  in  the  day  of  bit  power t 
(Pfal.  cx<  3-)  even  when  he  comes  effectually  to  call 
them  by  his  grace,  whether  they  be  Jews  or  6 'entiles  : 
(vtr*  24.)  and  fo  he  gives  them  the  b] effing,  though  not 
for,  yet  in  tbc  way,  and  by  means  of,  their  defiring  and 
feeking  it;  even  as  Jacob  obtained  his  father's  bidfihg 
in  that  way,  (Gen.  xivii.  tS,  drc\) 

17  And  then,  as  to  God’s  refujsng  favour  to  fome, 
whilft  he  extends  it  to  others,  that  were  no  more  worthy 
of  it  than  they,  there  is  no  room  for  a  pretence  of  tin- 
righreoufnefs  in  this ;  and  the  Jews  the mfc Ives  aviiffc- 
own  it,  if  they  confidcr  what  i$  recorded  again  in  the 
writings  of  Mofis  ;  For  the  great  Jehovah,  \vc  find 
him  fpeaking  with  awful  nujefty  in  the  fcripturcs  of  the 
Old  Teflament,  which  were  indited  by  his  Spirit,  fa  id 
to  the  not  or  ion  Uy  tyrannical  Pharaoh^  who  was  the  fame 
by  nature  with  the  reft  of  the  a  pollute  race  of  mankind, 
and  lb  was  as  utideferviug  of  favour  as  others  1  exalt¬ 
ed 


NOTE. 


*  Whatisherallcdgerf  joaquotationfrom 

i<,  about  God' t  rttijjttg  Pharaoh  aj> 

j&r  /bis  furpt/t'i  imi  he  mivhi  jhev?  his 

h  Aim,  itliiet,  Jiot  to  (7011*  creating  him,  or 
bringing  hinj  tmo  bciu£;  but  to  h»  rdfiaglim 
ta  the  lhrrvt,c  of  and  Wifa-ifff  him 

in  that  ouiutl  thuont  for  jbme  length  of 
<htic,  tn  :hc  tnidrt  of  all  his  ermituf  met  op- 

f nitioas  va  ojk  baud,  ted  of  the  mwus 


judgments  which  vr&t  iuefllfTti*]  h>  reclaim 
him  on  (he  other-  .^rrwxii^iy,  the 
word  (TT"*'ia>,n)  lisnifi***  /  itiv  t :ftib£ijh - 

thety  or  Uhidtr  tbt’<  «  tvutirwr  cr  ji&nit ;  aad 
h  rendered  by  the  iViwji  TChm 

byt  titfri  htpl  or  prc/£*V£it  /  arid  the  word 
Jifni  by  otir  apoflJc  jv)  hgniHin,  / 

have  01  ibtc  10  tin*  vie. 


llut  Gv%!  r^j^Ut  111  *1 


ins  pywer  in  citem- 

plavity 
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cd  thrt  Dp,  that  I 

mtjjM  thcw  my 
p^fucr  iit  tket 
and  that  my  name 
fidoM  he  elects 
red  tbron^hout 
rtU  the  earth, 

■  j 


cd  yuu  to  all  the  grandeur  of  the  Egyptian  throne*  and 
preferred  you  alive  for  a  conGderable  time^  hearing  with 
you  in  my  long-fuffering  and  patience,  (wr\  22*)  while 
you  perGfted  in  your  obitinacy  and  cruel  outrages  a- 
gainft  my  people*  and  would  not  attend  to  the  voice  of 
my  judgments,  and  my  kinder  meffages  to  let  them  go: 
And  this  I  have  done  in  the  difpofaU  of  my  Providence* 
for  this  very  eud  and  purpofe*  («*«?)  that  I  might  the 
more  illuflrioufly  difplay  my  prerogative,  and  indifpu* 
table  right  of  dealing  with  you  according  to  your  dtferts* 
by  memorable  a  da  of  my  tremendous  power*  to  bring 
down  your  haughty  fpirit*  and.  by  performing  thofe 
mighty  works,  that  will  be  occaftoned  by  your  ftubbom- 
fiefs  and  rebellion*  till  I  (hall  utterly  deftroy  you  :  And 
as  /  have  made  alt  things  for  myfelf  ye at  even  the  wkk - 
edfor  the  day  of  evjV*  {Prov.  xyj,  4*)  fo  my  ultimate  end 
in  chefe  my  awful  difpenfations  toward  you  is*  (*■'**} 
that  my  being*  perfections,  and  providence  may  appear 
with  folemn  glory  through  the  whole  world  *  j  that  my 
patience  and  jtidice  toward  mine  enemies*  and  my  faith* 
fulnefs,  mercy*  and  grace  toward  mine  own  people} 
and  that  my  wifdom  and  power  in  both*  and  in  making 
the  wrath  if  man  to  pratfc  mey  and  refraining  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  it%  (PGtb  faxvj,  1  o.)  may  be  confpicuous*  and 
proclaimed  among  all  nations  of  the  earth  ;  as  well  as 
that  the  Egyptians  may  know  that  lam  the  Lord*  (Exod, 

XJV* 


_  ,  HO 

pliriljr  pumfring  Mm  for  the  wkkdnris^hich 

he  k:ic\v  F&araih  wools  commit  when  left 
tu  himitlf ;  and  might  give  3  folemn  warn¬ 
ing  to  ofhen,  We  may  further  oHJctvc,  that 
it  was  to  Pharaoh  pspfia at,  and  not  w  him 
and  the  Egyptians*  li  ^  fobjeft s,  that  God 

fiLJt  /  bzve  rjdfed  thee  apt  i§  fievf  mj  power 
in  ice.  and  fo  it  if  a  proper  faoipTc  of 
Cud,s  rial  it  tons  aid  fov^rtivn  dealing  wjth 
pirlnutar  pcxfhm,  whom  he  rejefts  for  their 
fms.  And  the  word  ptwer  ishcic 

ufed,  u  it  lb  me  times  is  in  other  placer,  in  the 
fame  fen  ft  with  another  word,  (rfwrj*)  which 
is .like wife  rendered  powtr^  but  properly  fig* 
aatfxriij  in  ver,  n*  where  theapoftlc 
fp cuts  of  the  potter*  t  power  over  the  clap  \  and 
fo  if  denotes  the  uncoiuroulable  prerogative 
and  dominion  which  God  exerted  in  1)U  i£h 
of  power  upon  Pharaoh  t  And  as  this  in- 
Oance  of  eiertlfm^  bit  fivereign  authority 
in  his  rightcons  dealing  wkh  Pharaoh,  is 
mentioned  in  oppofittop  *0  h  13  finding  intny 
to  othcrtj  according  to  the  good  plnfere  of 
his  will*  ver,  rtf*  Jb  for  a  due  underlTand- 
ing  of  this  paftige,  and  making  it  a  pertinent 
anfWer  to  the  chiaftiori,  as  if  Cod  were  inr- 
pjhvs  vs  in  his  duTerent  way  t>f  proceeding 
jffiOr  perrons  in  l:Xe  rircumftances,  ycr,  14. 


1  E  S, 

u  fecois  nfcdlary  to  consider  Pharaoh  as  in 
the  fame  faliefl  condition  by  pat v re  with 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  fo  of  the  /aw 
iuntP,  that  is  fithjt&ivrfj  capable  of  being 
mine  a  vcjfd  usft  honour,  or  anto  &fkm»ry 
as  it  n  exprtfled,  ver,  11.  Unlcf*  we  late 

U  in  this  light,  it  will  he  extremely  difficult 
to  clear  the  rightcottfuejs  of  God,  in  his  railing 
np  Pharaoh  to  Ms  dignity,  and  ooftdntiirg 
him  in  it,  for  this 'Very  pnrpofe,  that  be  rtnjJtf 
Jbt%:  hit  power  in  itfhlch  iftiied  hi  his  ut¬ 
ter  deftruftion*  and  is  "calkd  God's  fitvnur 
hh  tyrj/A,  w.  ii* 

*  Hod's  name  is  deflated  in  mtnifeflnWit 
of  his  glory.  We  accordingly  find  that  a 
foug  of  praile  was  orfe^ed  by  A fnfes  and  ff 
roel  for  the  gluriou*  appeatance*  of  bit  pow¬ 
er,  which  was  ex  ere  t  fed  in  a  way  of  mercy 
and  fairhftilncfs  to  them,  and  in  a  way  of 
dreadful  julitce  to  Pbarsch  and  his  hoJt  at  the 
red  fea,  Exot*  xr,  and  the  world 

tang  of  the  vengeanct  nhich  he  took  upr*i  ' 
Pharaoh,  and  of  the  wooderfai  deli wa nee 
which  he  wrought  for  Ifaeh  God  hereby 
became  terrible  to  the  hfutbe ny  and  his  name 
vas  known  by  the  judgment  be  executed,  fliL 
ix,  rtf* 


a  ix. 
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xiv.  4.)  Now  though  God  might,  if  he  pleifed,  have 
dealt  other  wife  with  Pharaoh  j  yet  a>  he  is  fovereign  Lord 
of  all,  and  doth  according  to  his  ivili  in  the  army  trf  hsa- 
ven  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earthy  (Dan.  it. 
35.)  who  (hail  fay  that  there  is  any  anrighteoufoefs  in 
all  this : 

*■  TiKRtew  ( j  from  tbefe  in  fiances  therefore  *»)  we  may  inft- 

em*^b^  ly  conclude,  that  Go<l  extends  his  mercy  to  inch  (infill 

and  tnifrrable  creatures  as  he  pUafes,  according  to  the 
counlel  and  determination  of  his  own  gracious  will,  as 
he  declared  to  Mofes  concerning  his  people  of  old,  (w. 
ly.)  *  *  And  whom  he  fees  fit,  in  his  awful  fosereignty, 
(o  pafs  by,  among  the  wretched  obje&s  of  a  finful  race, 

he 


H  O 

*  The  firmer  jiarr  of  (Ms  vcrfe  has  a 
mrtiudt  reference  to  what  hud  been  mention- 

til,  wr  ij.  of  Csctd^  ikying  to  /  vilt 

htitentercy  oct  vtnw  l  ‘wlU  hove  mercy  y  4c. 

and  (he  tetter  part  rtftrf  to  ^41  had  been  re- 
cifid  of  God'i  niorJs  to  PharatJi,  ver.  17. 
And  as  the  aportle  here  fpeaks  of  Goil's 
burdening  vb<rn  h<  -milt  3 A  *nfi«f  to  an  ob- 

jtftfnn,  as  though  he -acre  dnrinbte<w  in  his 
ditpea^tbni,  vw.  14.  vc  may  be  fine  the 
ajwltlu  did  not  mean,  ili.it  God  tnfufes,  or 
fiiis  a  principle  of  hariirt^  into  any  mim1} 
newt*,  or  hardens  if  by  any  poftive  act  upon 
h:  For  that  would  be  to  make  Skip  the  10* 
th or  of  fin,  and  H>  charge  the  worlt  of  aU 
unrightcoufods  upon  him.  But  alt  bardneft 
of  Biepi  hearts  proceeds  originjjty  from 
thcreicLwF,  from  their  o'arn  allowed  a  veriion  to 
(jod,  and  Inclination  10  fin,  as  fatten  crea¬ 
tures,  aod  from  their  wittily  Indulging  their 
evil  diipott lions  in  repeated  ads,  and  in  a 
continued  cufiom  of  fin  uiog,  which  naturaUy 
jnttcafe  the  ftupidiiy  and  iftfajifilriLityof  their 
hcatts  God.-vapd^  to  which  he  may  ri^bteouil 
lj  give  them  tip,  according  to  what  he  fMd  of 

the  idolatrous  TJroeBtef^  (Flal.  U**L  it,  u.) 
My  PctpU  not  hearken  h  my  wic*x  W 
lijael  vrtvtd  ntne  of  nr :  J la  I  gave  them  up 
rote  their  own  hearts  bfis  /  and  they  wIM  14 
fl'tjr  Tarn  counftfs-  Hence  tinners  are  often 
laid  ft  harden  ihemfifvei  af  tivjf  God,  *  Chrpft, 
X&xVt.  I  j.  NtdiLffl*  IX,  id,  1  Tj  ±p.  Job  IK  4* 
Jcr.  vii.  id.  and  xlx.  ij,  and  it  israptcfely 
fatd  three  times  over,  that  Pharaoh  hardened 
his  own  heart,  F.i«Lviii+  1  y,  3s,  and  in.  34- 
Whtn  therefore  the  ftriptun  fpciks  of  fJod1® 
lurrieiiing  any  ooe*j  bean*  as  he  falri  ho 
vodd  the  heart  of  Pharaoh,  E*od*  h 

sndvii.  3.  and  k!f- 4-  we  may  learn  fr-m 
the  hiftory  of  that  cafe  how  [t  is  to  be  under- 

(rood*  He  aith-hHd  his  fofkDing  grace 
fio«n  Pharaoh,  or  did  not  pleafc  to  give  him 
that  grace,  which,  had  G«l  fecit  fir,  might 
hare  prevented,  or  taken  away,  the  natural 
sod  coajra&cd  harduefs  of  Ills  heart,  but  dc- 


T  E. 

Hrcml  bin  up,  in  a  judicial  manner,  to  the 
proud,  perverfc,  #nd  wicked  indinatioas  pf 

his  own  heart,  under  the  power  of  »hfch  he 
faid,  ti  the  Lvrd,  that  I  fiottld  obey  hts 
x we?  to  let  (£xod-  v.i  j  And  (hi* 

i<  wha*  is  called  God**,gm*g  per  ferns  over  ra 
a  reprobate  mind,  Se c<  ouaufe  they  did  not  Hie 

to  retain  in  their- hwt*!cdge,  (Rom*  i.  x+j 

He  likewise  fuffered  SoAsa  ftill  further 
to  harden  Pharaab\  heart  by  the  'mapems 
imiuting  Jbmeof  thofe  m  trades  whitn  were 
wrought  hr  Mofer  and  Jarpg ;  npon  which 
we  arc  told  Pharaoh*!  heart  was  hardened^  ari- 
tber  did  be  bearben  fa  them  at  ott,  (Bsod^  vIL 
1;.)  and  fo  th*  god  of  tint  -world  blinded  bis 
mind,  as  he  doth  the  mndi  of  them  that  bt&eye 
£&£,  (a  Cor.  if.  4)  and  u  doth  the  man  *F 
Jin%  vrbefc  cemrtg  is  after  ike  wrhag  of  Sdtdik 
with  all  power  end  jg*$y  lying  -wonder r, 
*qd  -with  oft  deccinealhvtfi  in  them  that  perijb, 
faeAttfe  they  receive  net  the  lovt  of  the  trntb> 
that  they  vtny  U  JhpeJ,  fa  TheJT  iL  p,  <□  ) 

f;od  furthermore  ufed  focb  otter^al  method* 


in  du  Providence,  as  were  good  la  them* 
ielver,  but  is  Pharaoh' %  perrerfe  heart  turned 
into  occa&ous  of  hardening  if  AU  yet  more 
and  more  x  fiich  as  Ood'$  Jo  Joan  removing 
firtnl  of  hii  judgmgm,  and  fi  hug  to- 
hearing  to  execute  the  fierccnef*  of  hU  wrath 
npon  him*  Accordingly,  as  food  u  the  ftog# 
died,  it  is  ejpieftly  faW|  when  Pharaoh  faw 
that  there  was  jvfpite,  he  Hardened  his  heart, 
Es<xl  tUi.  ty.  and  when  the  /warm  of  fiict 
was  removed  u  one  time,  nod  the  thunder  and 
hM  ceiled  at  another,  we  arc  told,  that  Pha^ 
moh  hardened  hit  hearty  and  fused  yet  mrreyr 
(Exod.  vliL  ]i#  3a.  and  ix*  34.)  and  To,  *f 
The  wife  man  obferte*,  (Ecdef  viit*  ti.) 
B^aufe /catenet  agmnft  etn  evil  wrk  is  not  exe¬ 
cuted  fpeedfij}  therefore  the  heart  of  the  fans  t/ 
wen  t$  fifb  fet  in  them  to  do  evil  %  or,  as  im 
ap4ftI*rpeafc*of  4,  sO  They 

defpife  the  rkbes  of  God's  gosJnep*  oni  for- 
hejirnA ff,  and  kng-Jufferhi^y  not  (mrariag  that 
the  goodae/s  of  God  loads  them  t?  rcftnutxce  t 
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whom  fiti  «ill 
Auiw*  WOT*,  and 
whom  Jic  mill  lie 
htftlencth* 


>9  Than  writ 
&y  then  unto  mct 
Why  ilMh  be 
yet  find  fanlt  ? 
for  trlio  hath  re* 
fiftrd  bu  4’zli  i 


ao  Nay  hut, 
O  nun,  who  art 
thou  that  tepbeft 
a  pain  ft  God  ? 

Dull 


he  leaves  to  the  natural  and  c  ho  fen  ohflinacy,  ftupidicy, 
and  rebellion  of  their  own  hearts }  and  upon  tbeir  wit* 
fully  permitting  therein,  agattift  warnings,  cautions,  and 
patient  trials,  as  in  the  Cafe  of  Pharaoh^  (ver.  17,)  he, 
at  length,  io  his  righteous  judgment,  delivers  them  up 
to  a  judicial  hardnefs,  as  the  rcfult  and  defert  of  their 
own  imperious  and  unbridled  paflions,  and  of  the  devil's 
power  over  them,  who,  in  conjun&ioa  with  the  depra¬ 
vity  of  nature,  difpofes,  and  determines  them  to  turn 
all  God’s  difpenfaiions,  even  of  mercy  and  long-fuffer* 
ing  toward  them,  into  occafions  of  the  mod  refolute  and 
unrelenting  obftinacy  againlt  him* 

19  One  or  ocher  of  you,  perhaps,  may  he  ready  to 
objeft  yet  further  agaioft  the  fovereignty  of  God,  in  be* 
flowing  his  fpcciat,  djftinguifhmg,  and  preventing  grace 
on  Tome,  and  witholding  it  from  others  \  and  may  fay 
to  me,  Why  is  he  offended  at,  and  why  doth  he  reprove, 
threaten,  and  condemn  any  of  his  creatures  for  their 
obflinacy  and  bardnefe  of  heart,  as  he  doth  in  the  ferip* 
ture?  Can  this  be  right  and  reafonable?  For  fince  he 
has  refolved  to  let  Tome  Gnners  take  their  own  courfc 
without  comroul,  who  among  them  all  bas  fo  Hood  up 
againft  him,  as  to  hinder,  or  defeat  his  determinariim 
about  them?  what  room  therefore  has  he  ftijl  to  com* 
plain  of,  and  accufe  them  f 

20  But  durft  any  of  yon  indeed  venture  to  cafl  fuch 
a  bold  reflexion  on  God’s  fovereign,  wife,  and  holy 
difpenfations?  O  contemptible,  ferry,  worthkfs  man, 
who  hall  rational  faculties,  and  art  accountable  to  the 
great  God,  and  art  as  nothing  before  him,  yea,  who, 
as  a  fallen  creature,  deferveft  no  good,  but  all  evil  a: 
hand,  Think  how  infolent  and  faucy  it  is,  for  fuch  an 
one  as  thou  art,  to  talk  at  tbis  daring  rate,  not  barely 
againft  my  reafonings,  but  againlt  the  great  God  him* 
fclf,  and  againfl  his  own  exp  rtfs  declarations,  which  1 
have  been  reciting,  (wr,  r 5,  17*}  and  which  the 

who  are  the  chief  objectors  on  this  head,  mult  own  to 
be  of  divine  authority,  whatever  they  think  of  me- 
Who  art  thou,  poor  mulhroom  of  the  earth,  and  guilty 

wretch 


NOTE* 

b*U  accirfiag  if  th&r  hardi?rfs$  an d  impmt&t  plcafttre  to  doin£  Ms  will,  is  op  portion  ?n 
hearty  trtafure  up  to  tbtmf/ivft  -wrath  agmmjl  God  t  Nor  in  relieving  them  in  diftrtfs,  *i.J 
the  i$y  wrath,  avii  ?h •  rertiattm  af  the rigb-  exerrifing  gTfit  tong- fairing,  patience,  -n  * 
tewt  judgment  a/* GM-  — furclt,  theft  forbearance  tovAnl  them,  under  htjh  p;'?w 
fin  be  uarightteu/wfi  in  any  of  theft  divine  cation*,  before  he  bring#  utter  dettrn^t^n  «:*- 
difpenUtinr^s ;  Not  in  God's  91th *hol ding  on  them.  And  therefore  ill  the  fault  lye*  ;n 
the  gi^ee  which  he  1$  under  no  obligation  10  the  hardened  tinner  himiclf;  and  lb  far  *■ 
give;  Not  in  hie  delivering  men  up  to  the  God  is  concerned  in  hardening,  it  i?  iii  |b\-i 
evil  way  of  thdr  own  ebufmg ;  Not  in  hi*  a  negative  nd  holy  manner,  as  flu**  that 
fniTmnjj  Satan  to  blind  and  harden  them  there  ii  ao  unrighteoufoefs  in  ltf  nur  *wy 
char  have  Lifted  into  bis  ftryicc,  and  take  juft  ground  of  complaint. 


V' 


Cb.ii. 
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lull  the  thing 
formed  lay  to 
bin  that  formed 
;;^Yhy  haft  tbou 
oa<ie  me  thus  ? 


ti  Hath  not 
tiu  potter  power 
offf  the  clar,  of 
tbr  time  Jump,  to 
©iU  out  veflel 
yaio  honour,  and 
VAiher  unto  dii* 
foaour  ? 


u  IfJh/ifCod» 

to  (hew 

his 


wretch  before  Gorl  ?  or  what  doit  thou  vainly  imagine 
thyfclf  to  be*  that  thou  fhouldeft  ever  prefume  to  arraign 
the  awful  Majcfly  of  heaven  at  thy  bar,  to' call  him  to 
an  account,  and  pafs  fuch  a  repoachful  cenfure  on  bis 
proceedings?  What!  (ball  man%  whom  God  made  up * 
right p  hut  •mho  has  fought  out  many  inventions^  (Etclcf* 
vii.  29*)  pretend  to  quarrel  with  his  Maker?  Shall  he, 
who  is  under  a  forfeiture,  and  has  thrown  himfclf  in* 
to  the  hands  of  jufticc  by  fin,  contend  with  the  offend* 
cd  God,  faying*,  Why  hail  thou  dealt  more  (tri£Uy 
with  me  than  with  Tome  others  that  were  in  like  cir- 
cum  fiances  with  myfelf?  Ah!  What  (hocking  language 
is  this  to  the  infinitely  holy  and  blefled  Goa  himfclf  1 
Wo  to  himy  that  thus  Jlriveth  with  his  Maher  r  Let  the 
potjherd  Jtrive  with  the  potjherds  of  the  earth :  Shot!  the 
day  fay  to  him  that  fajhioneth  itf  What  makeji  thou  ? 
(lib-  ilv.  9.) 

71  As  clay  is,  in  itfelf,  naturally  capable  of  recei¬ 
ving  different  forms  for  anfweriog  divers  purpofes,  has 
not  a  mailer  potter,  its  foie  proprietor,  fuch  an  abfojutc 
power  and  authority  over  it,  that  he  may  take 

one  parcel  of  it,  and  form  it  into  one  fort  of  veflel  for 
the  more  honourable  ufc  of  the  dining-room  and  par¬ 
lour;  and  may  take  another  part  of  the  very  fame  malk, 
and  ihape  it  into  another  fort  of  veflel,  for  the  meaner 
and  more  contemptible  ufe  of  the  kitchen  and  (cullery, 
juft  as  he  fees  fit  and  proper,  without  doing  the  lcaft 
injury  to  it?  How  much  more  then  mult  the  fupreme 
Lord,  Creator,  and  proprietor  of  all,  have  an  abfolute 
right  and  authority  to  difpofe  of  his  creatures  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  manner,  and  for  different  purpofes,  as  bell  plea* 
fes  him,  without  being  obliged  to  give  them  the  rcafons 
of  it,  and  without  the  lead'  injury  to  any  of  them  $ 
fmc?  they  are  all  alike  corrupt  by  nature,  and  fo  alike 
capable  of  being  made  to  ferve  different  ufe$  for  hi? 
glory,  either  in  their  own  mi  deferred  honour  and  blefT 
fednefs,  or  deferved  fhame  and  contempt? 

22  Suppofe  then  that  God,  having  a  defign  to  dif- 
play  ihc  awful  glory  of  bis  righteous  foyercigmy,  and 

Jreadful 


NOTH. 


r  That  this  paftags,  Why  bejt  /W  mitt?  their  own  hearty  sad  having  mercy  upoo  o* 
mt  dtf  :  is  to  l*c  under  flood,  not  with  reU*  then  ;  and  of  bis  milting  fome  vefets  of 
tion  lo  God's  mjtUg  but  to  his  Jffiea-  nr m:bt  and  others  vffth  of  merej.  Aefnrd- 
ftiliss  him,  and  ditpuTah  of  J  im  for  ingly  it  if  UiuJtratcd  in  the  neat  wrft,  by  rh* 

hippjnds  or  mhety,  in  tpnicqucnce  of  the  power  «f  a  potter  over  the  clay,  which  in  its 
li\\}  appears  from  the  whole  current  of  the  own  nature  was  antecedently  fit  to  be  formed 
preceding  and  following  context,  which  into  different  Hi  apes,  and  for  di  ft  rent  ofetf 
urn  of  God's  bringing  perron*  into  lb  me  of  (be  mm  nub!*,  and  other*  of  the 
Jett?,  but  nf  hi*  giving  fome  up,  in  his  aw-  move  iguubic  kind, 
fol  iighiepijiheifj  to  the  wilful  hard  net  of 
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ch.  ix. 


£lt  vnrfi,  and  to 
rake  his  power 
koftwn,  enrford 
vkh  modi  Vmg- 
the  Tci*» 
fe!s  of  wrath  fit' 
ndto  Jdt^uu  ; 


tl  Ami  that 
he  might  make 
tnovn  the  richei 
-of  hi*  elory  on 
ttevtffcfsaf  mer- 
c?i  vhich  he  had 

p  ■ 

•furc  ptvparcd 

unto  glory  l 
a*  Eren  Di 
whom  he  hath 
calk'd,  not  of  the 
Jew*  only ,  but 
jifo  of  the  (Jen- 


dreadful  power,  in  proper  time  and  feafon,  upon  obfti- 
nate  and  impenitent  ft  oners;  and  fuppofe,  that  to  mate 
this  the  more  confpicuous  and  unexceptionable;  when 
the  day  of  reckoning  (hall  come,  he  for  a  great  while, 
in  his  abundant  patience  and  long-fuffcring,  bore  with 
them,  and  deferred  taking  vengeance  upon  them,  who 
by  their  own  iniquity  and  hardnefs  of  heart  were  be¬ 
come  proper  and  deserving  objects  of  bis  wrath,'  and 
who,  1  ike  Pharaoh,  had  fitted  themfel  ves  for  everlafling  <fc- 
ftruftion,  and  therefore  might  bave  been  plunged  into 
it  long  before :  What  objection  can  there  be  againlt 
God ’3  jtiftice  in  this?  fmee,  after  all  their  abufe*  of  hit 
goodnefs  and  forbearance,  he  only  renders  to  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  due  deferts ;  as  he  did  to  Pharaoh  of 
oid,  (ver.  17.}  and  as  he  will  do  to  the  unbelieving 
Jews  of  this  day,  that  fhall  continue  to  rejeCt  Chrilt 
and  his  gofpel  to  their  own  perdition. 

23,  24  And  fuppofe  that  God  has  taken  this  courfe 
with  them,  to  recommend  and  enhance  his  diftinguiib- 
ing  grace  toothers,  who  were  bp  nature  children  of 
wrath  as  well  as  thejy  (Eph.  ii,  3.)  and  that  he  has  aU 
fo,  in  his  great  long-fuffering,  bore  with  bis  own  elect, 
in  the  days  of  their  unregeneracy,  (<*■)  to  the  end  that 
he  might  take  a  proper  opportunity  for  manifefting  and 
jlluftrating  the  endcaiing  riches  of  his  glorious  grace  in 
the  miration  of  the  ohje£bt  of  his  mercy,  whom  he,  in 
his  eternal  purpofe  and  choice,  laid  out  beforehand  for 
bleflednefs,  and  glory  *,  and  whom  be  fits  for  that  hap¬ 
py  and  holy  Hate,  in  due  rime,  by  his  renewing  and 
fancHfying  Spirit,  before  he  advances  them  to  it ;  doth 
he  hereby  do  any  wrong  to  others?  Has  he  not  a  liber¬ 
ty  in  himfelf,  of  thus  extending  his  free  mercy  to  their, 
of  what  nation  foever  they  be  ;  as  be  has  done  even  ia 
us,  whom  he  has  effectually  called  by  his  grace,  accor¬ 
ding  to  his  eternal  purpofe,  {chap,  viii,  28.)  not  only 
from  among  the  Jewsy  nor  with  a  limitation,  as  for¬ 
merly,  to  them  ;  but  from  amuug  the  .Gentiles  alio  |  ; 

Thele, 


NOTES. 

*  Jt  :*oMVry»Met  fpeak-  ing  of  particular  peHbns  to  eternal  life, 

ing  of  the  TicjJc/ r  9/  Tvr*ib}  io  the  fartgoing  of  both  thole  bodies  of  people  which  fj'-J 
ver£L%  lifts  a  vtrh,  calling  them  vejfeis  had  choftn  and  called  to  the  ejucm.d  p'j. 

af  wrztby  jilted  dtJtntfUcn  i  vilegc*  of  the  {pfpel/vu-  the  Jtv*s  ^rft, 

Eu*  fpeaking  ot  the  -wfccisyf  it*<rc/t  be  uf«  and  afterwards  theCrurf/rr :  For  tht  body  i? 
an  aiiive  verb,  faying,  which  vis*  God  the  Jew,  thofethit  rejected  Chrift  hv  unU 

Jbdf  ejire  prepared  unto  giory  j  iicf,  at  rhofcihat  received  him  by 
one  intimating  what  rhe  (inner  is  fitted  for  were  external!/  called,  or;  a*  a  modern  writ* 
by  hit  own  inanity ;  and  Che  other,  what  would  kive  it,  invited  before,  and  as  rnutfi  - 
God  hiinfdf  upon  him  fa  a  way  of  prt-  the  Gtatiics*  And  this  may  be  confi-tkiNl  : 
paration  for  dcfignal  hippinefs.  a  proper  key  to  the  preceding  diftonrie ; 

f  NrAcf  the  Jews  &nftr  but  Gentiles  may  iatUfy  us,  that  the apnflledM  not  fcst- 
ikcws  that  here  a  chilling  and  call-  fpcak  merdy  of  ibe  rejctftiooot  the  JiWh  «>■ 
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1;  A*  We  faith 
dto  in  Ol’ce,  1 
vilicdl  them  my 
people  which  were 
tot  my  people ; 

her  beloved 
*:;k'h  was  not 

IdiAtih 


Thefe*  of  whatever  nation  they  be,  are  the  true  feed 
of  Abrahami  and  children  of  the  pram  i/e  beforementiotv- 
ed*  {ver*  7,  8.) 

25  And  that  God  defigned  to  call  a  people  from  a- 
onong  the  Gentiles^  and  make  them  the  i'piritual  feed  of 
Abraham%  under  thegofpel  ftate,  appears  from  OldTetf- 
tameot-prophecica ;  as  fur  infUncc*  He  fays,  m  Hof,  iu 
23.  not  only  with  refpe£t  to  the  ten  tribes  that  had 
fallen  off  from  hts  covenant*  but  liken ife  with  refpeei 
to  the  Gentile  u ations  among  whom  they  were  featured* 
and  who  never  had  been  taken  into  his  gracious  covenant* 
/  will  call  than;  or  fay  unto  tbem%  Thou  art  my  people 
which  were  not  my  people  \  and  they  flail  fay ,  Thou  art 
my  God\  and  I  wilt  call  her  be  laved  which  was  not  be- 
lovedj  or  /  will  have  mercy  upon  her  that  had  not  ob¬ 
tained  mercy  >  that  is,  I  will  take  them  into  my  cove^ 
nant*  and  make  them  my  people*  in  due  fcafon*  to  fcive 
and  glorify  me  here*  and  enjoy  me  for  ever;  and  I  will 
deal  with  them*  and  own  them  as  fuch*  and  will  en¬ 
able  them  to  avouch  me  for  their  God  who  before  did 


not  ftand  in  that  fpecial  relation  to  me*  but  were  utter 
ftrangers  to  the  covenant  of  promifes  :  And  I  will  lhcw 
diltinguifhing  compaQion*  and  loving  kitmnefs  to  them* 
it)  the  molt  effectual  manner,  to  make  them  partakers 
of  all  the  bleflings  of  grace  and  glory*  who  never  before 
had  found  faving  mercy*  as  the  objects  of  my  peculiar 
love  * 

26  And  in  another  paftage  of  the  fame  prophet  it  is 
faidt  {Hof  u  10*)  It  j hall  come  to  pafs>  that  in  the  place 
where  it  was  /aid  unto  themy  Ye  arc  not  my  people;  there 
J halt  they  be  called  the  children  of  the  living  God  j  erf  tker& 
it  flail  be  /aid  unto  them *  Ye  are  the  forts  of  the  living  Gcd\ 
that  is,  The  time  is  coming  when  in  thofe  very  places 

and 

T  E. 

tins)  to  the  epiftle  to  the  fitffcrnri.J  Howe¬ 
ver,  that  the  words  of  this  pruplteey  had  a 
reference  to  the  bzzrioi  rtJii&n  theaiffeivcu 
and  os  to  hive  Its  more  imtoeuiaccompUlk* 
incut  iu  God's  eLcl  tiicm,  m*y  he 

concluded »  not  only  froro  riic  {‘rung  icnn s  n 
which  they  are  rsipreilcd,  as  appliejMc  in 
thnr  fotleft  lenle  to  the  Gertie r;  but  priii* 
pally  from  our  infpira]  apmllt1*  qaotin^ 

them*  as  prophecies  0/  thr  calling  of  10  me  1* 
mongthe  Gfttill ri,  as  well  and  fa 

lie  keeps  Up  kis  view  towards  tk  fpiiuml 
children  of  rfbrubam,  thrcHt^h  in  Giritb 
errer&ijj  fo  lie  of  ulm  nation  foever 

thty  he,  in  Oj: pulit: 0:1  to  the  tf  t*x 

that  were  only  the  natural  ilt-ir>.iKJentt 
of  which  he  had  mentioned,  ver* 

e+  £=r  XlV„  i:  n:i  Iv/ta  t.  *r»d  U, 


iff  And  it  (halt 
Gwnctnpaft»/W, 
in  the  ptete 
where  it  was  fetd 
ccto  them,  Ye 
iff  not  my  peo¬ 
ple  ;  there  Hull 
they  l*;  caiicd. 

The  children  of 
fee  livinc  God. 

N  O 

calling  of  the  Geadks  in  genera];  but  of  God’s 
exalting  the  riche*  of  bn  free  grace  in  ferine 
whofii  he  plea  fed  among  the  Gcm&Us*  *1  weft 
at  Jem*  whtlft,  in  his  tremendous  rtgbteoufa 
r>ci\  he  akadoited  the  bulk  of  his  once  fa¬ 
vourite  people,  for  their  oMtfriacy  and  unbe* 
lief  j  and.  in  bis  abundant  mercy,  had  a  pe¬ 
culiar  regard  to  multitudes  of  GttttiU  Unnen. 

4  U  &ms  indeed  from  the  context  in  ife* 
fin,  and  from  what  the  apoflle  Prfrr  writes  to 
1  he  bdirTin£  /triers  lijjt  xnrt  JioUercd 
itrwghtm;  Pont  us,  Galatia,  Cappadocia,  A- 
Ea,  and  Bythinia,  that  rh*(j  prophecies  had 
a  rcii-'cd  to  the  rfr#  of  God,  which  Arnold 
he  called  among  the  tee  trikes  nf  Jjroeh  1  Pei* 
i-  r,  1.  and  ii-  is  But  foroe  have  thoo^ht 
tbot  the  a[>oftle  Peter's  e  pi  file  mi  wn>tc  to 
CW.VOhriflians(  that  wen  lb  rough 

1  provinces :  (See  Mr  rierefs  inrroduc- 
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IT  Efoia*  alfo 
crfeth  concerning 
Ifni  el  >  Though 
the  number  of 
the  children  of 
Krrel  be  as  the 
land  of  the  fa,  a 
remnant  Dull  be 
6ntL 


it  FnrbewiU 
finilh  the  work, 

and 


and  countries,  where  it  has  been  laid  to  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  for  many  ages  together,  Ye  are  not  a  people  in 
covenant  with  me  ;  there  fhali  they  he  brought  into  the 
number  of  the  children  of  the  only  living  and  true  God* 
they  (hall  be  called  to  the  faith  and  fcHuwflup  of  the 
gofpcl,  and  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  that  belong  to 
the  adoption  of  tons  ;  God  will  not  be  afhamed  to  be 
called  their  God,  and  they,  in  the  furprifing  riches  of 
his  grace,  fliall  be  received  into  his  family* 

27  As  God  in  thefe  pa  Sages  fpeaks  of  his  intended 
favour  toward  fmners  of  the  G entiles  ;  fo  it  is  plain  from 
other  prophecies,  that,  under  the  gofpeUdifpenfation,  he 
purpofed  e(Fe£fuaiiy  to  call  feme,  though,  comparative* 
ly,  but  few  of  the  jfour;  and  to  rcjedl  the  reft  of  them 
for  their  unbelief ;  as  particularly  from  the  prophecy  of  . 
1/aiab >  who  ( chap .  x*  22.)  fpeaking  in  rhe  concern  of 
his  own  foul,  about  the  feed  of  Abraham^  according  to 
the  flefti,  and  lifting  up  his  voice  to  engage  attention, 
for  the  alarming  of  fome,  and  encouraging  of  others  a- 
mong  them,  faidf,  Though  the  number  of  the  children 
of  Ifrael  hy  natural  birth,  and  external  privileges,  be 
fuch  a  vaft  multitude,  that,  as  the  promife  to  Abrah  a 
exprefled  it  In  a  proverbial  way,  {Gen*  xxii.  17.}  they  are 
pad  account,  like  the  fands  on  the  fea-fhorc  \  yet,  out 
of  this  innumerable  company,  it  is  but  a  remnant  accord* 
ing  to  the  cUElion  of  gracey  (Kora,  xi.  5.)  very  few  of 
them  comparatively  fpeaking,  whom  God  has  referred 
for  himfelf,  that  fhali  be  made  partakers  of  that  fixa¬ 
tion  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  with  eternal  glory. 

2$  That  thefe  were  to  be  but  a  fmalt  remnant ,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  reft  of  the  ffraelitcsy  further  appears  from 
whar  the  fame  evangelical  prophet  immediately  adds, 
faying,  ( I/a *  x.  22j  J  God  will  finifti  the  ac¬ 


count 


N  *0  1 

f  Here,  and  in  the  aSth  and  verfe#, 
th<  apoiHeqpores  two  prop hccic*  of  7/aitjbM 
to  prove  his  point,  with  relation  to  the  ch ti¬ 
ling  and  calling  of  a  few,  and  rejecting  tlie 
refl  of  the  Jfititj  aod  here  i>  evidently  a 

cHufmg  of  f^mc  to  fitfoatioa*  out  of  the  body 

of  the  Jew j,  thai  were  chofcn  to  external  pn* 
v7^t|  and  10  be  the  people  of  God*  vifibly 
in  covenant  with  him,  aft  preference  to  all  o* 
thcr  nations  of  the  earth. 

I  This  part  of  Jfoiab'i  prophecy  is  recited 
according  to  tU  Scvntt,  which  is  mnch  the 
Ame  in  linfi  with  the  ffciflrw  ;  and  though 
thh  prophecy,  and  that  which  follow*  an  the 
next  verfe,  -Cetm  to.  have  had  an  immedbte 
reference,  one  to  the  prtftmtton  of  a  rera- 
nuii  of  the  Jrttj  from  definition  hy  the  Af- 
and  the  other  by  -E«w  and  Ftkas ; 


E  3. 

rrt  as  ibty  were  typical  of  God'*  deft  among 
ibc  JfWJ,  abac  fcould  be  lived  with  an  nrr* 
lading  tlwtion  through  faith  in  Chrift,  un¬ 
der  the  gofpel-ftatc ;  fo  the  a|>oftlc  con  friers 
thole  words,  as  to  have  a  further  eocEunp! if la¬ 
ment  in  gpfpel-days;  other  wife  f  cannot  fee 
how  they  could  be  at  all  to  hisporpoie.  Aini 
it  is  ofcterved  by  fevrral  criflcs*  that  the  ev 
prdfions,  Jfe  wW  firijh  tbt  and 

J&ar/wrt,  are  metaphorical,  taken 

from  upon  the  balancing  of  which, 

and  catling  off  one  parr  from  rite  other,  ti  c 
remainder  is  but  >  fma!(  fun*.  Arooidlngltf 
the  word  here  nfed  ligrrifies,  and  is 

often  rendered,  en  sccmni,  as  in  AUs  jeix*^. 
-few.  xlt,  ii,  aod  feveral  other  places :  Asd 
fo  lie  re*  and  in  the  following  verics,  (hr  a- 
poftle  giver  a  bine  of  th*  r*.epVca/  rejeftlon  of 

tte 
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itel  cut  if  fbnrt 

in  rigiiteoufaeftt 

hcciuie  a  lb  o« 
v  >rk  will  the 
i.ord  mike  opoo 
tht  earth. 


tp  And  el 
lUhf  frid  be- 
Except  the 
jjord  of  Sabaoih 
left  tiszfetd, 
tir  had  been  as 
PuJufTiJ^nd  been 
mult  like  no  to 
Gumoniia. 


count  which  he  has  laid  in  his  eternal  pur  pole  with 
regard  rt>  the  calling  of  hU  cleft  among  the  Jews  in  the 
riches  of  bis  grace,  and  to  his  rejefting  the  reft  for  their 
unbelief  j  and  he  in  the  way  of  his  righteous  judgment^ 
wifi  make  quick  difpatch  with  the  carnal  Ifrneiites  in  the 
decreed  con jumpiiojiy  which  he  will  bring*  like  an  over¬ 
flowing  flood,  to  take  them  away  ;  btcaufc  when  the 
Lord  comes  to  caft  up  the  number  of  his  cliofrn,  and  of 
others,  and  to  balance  the  account  between  them*  the 
remainder  of  the  fared  will  be  but  very  final],  in  com- 
parifon  with  thofe  that  (hall  foon  be  ent  olf  from  his  cove¬ 
nant,  and  from  the  earth*  in  the  deftruftion  of  the  re- 
fraftory  part  of  the  JewiJb  nation,  both  tn  this  world 
and  in  that  which  is  to  come* 

29  And  this  is  ftill  further  evident  from  another  paf* 
fage  in  Ifaiah,  where*  in  a  former  pan  of  his  prophecy* 
he  faid*  (ebap*  h  9*)  Unlefs  the  great  Lord*  ruler*  and1 
difpofer,  of  all,  who,  in  afierring  his  uncoiuroulabie 
authority  fays*  My  counfet Jballfiand ,  and  J  -will  do  all  my 
pteafure,  (Ifa.  xlvi,  ro);  unlefs  he  had,  in  the  riches  of 
bis  free  and  forereigo  grace,  refer ved  to  us  a  fpi ritual 
feed,  whom  he  has  made  the  objefts  of  his  fpecial  love; 
and  who,  for  number*  fhould  be  but  as  the  feed*  com¬ 
pared  with  the  innumerable  grains  of  corn  in  the  har- 
veft:  Had  he  not,  I  fay,  been  fo  gracious,  as  to  fecure 
a  remnant,  futhr  is  our  linfulnefs,  nnworthineis,  and 
provocations*  that  we  fhould  have  been  utterly  deftroy- 
ed  one  and  all  without  exception,  as  the  wicked  people 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  for  their  iniquities ;  fo  that 
it  is  really  amazing  that  any  are  faved  at  all,  rather  than 
that  the  number  of  them  (houldbe,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  fo  fmall.  From  all  this  it  appears,  that  it  is  an  aft 
of  jujlice  in  God  to  take  vengeance  on  the  objefts  of 
his  wrath,  and  an  aft  of  his  free  mercy  to  fave  the  ob- 
jefts  of  his  love,  of  what  nation  foever  they  be, 

10  What  (hall  we  then  fay  further,  to  maintain  the 

dw  Jju  h  f  hr  ^  F 

rtm  the  Gen-  frcen{fi  of  divine  grzee,  and  clear  the  holy  Got  from 
which  fol-  every  charge  of  unright eovfnefs ,  in  his  fovereign  diftri— 
af"  buttons  of  happinefs  and  mifery  j  ami  to  leave  the  re- 
jefted CnnenpjfAoaf  exatjef  Surely  nothing  more  need 
be  added -than  this.  That  though  the  poor  blind  idola¬ 
trous  heathens  were  fo  far  from  feeking  and  prefling  af¬ 
ter  righteoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  that  they  were  utterly 
ignorant  of  it*  and  unconcerned  about  it,  and  made  no 
pretences  to  it,  but  were  filled  with  all  manner  of  tni- 

T  E, 

the  GfnttU  1;  ba£  h  of  which  he  afterward* 
more  ptainly  arid  jirufcCcJJy  coftfidcii^  cLiap, 


What  flutt 


tawed  DM 
<tr  righieoufn«f$» 

hare 
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tSe  7 nvf,  in  tlut  the"  generality  of  them 
H^tdd  1 1  Kjrrtl y  he  mt  off*  as  he  al£b  doth,  and 

iitJ  before,  (vtr*  ijj  *0.)  of  tbe  caEIIng  of 


an,  i  J*  '■£& 
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have  attained  to 
light  eoofnefs,  c* 
ten  the  righteous 

« is  which  is  of 
faith. 


31  Put  Tfracl, 
wh  ichf:  Jlo  w«(h  f- 
tcr  thcUttdhigfi' 
teoufnef*  *  hath 
not  attained  to 
the  iaw  of  righ- 
teouibefih 


31  Wherefore? 
BccaufcfAc; 
it  not  by  faith« 
but  »  it  were  by 
the  works  of  the 

hw  ; 


quit 7*  (chap*  i,  29,  &c*)  yet  many,  though  far  from 

the  generality,  of  theft  have  now,  under  a  ftnfcofthnf 
own  guilt  and  imworthinefs,  and  by  a  divine  influence, 
arrived  at  righteoufaefs  for  j unification,  even  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chriit,  which  is  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  as 
the  objetSl  of  faith,  and  is,  received  by  faith.  (Chap*  1. 
16.)  This  fire w 6  that  thetr  falvarion  i«  entirely  of  grace  : 
For  as  there  was  no  fhadow  of  their  defer ving  it ;  fo  if 
is  of  faith,  that  it  might  be  by  greet*  (Chap.  iv.  16.) 

31  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  greateft  pan  of  the  na* 
tural  feed  of  Jacob,  who,  with  abundance  of  mifguided 
zeal,  (chap*  1.  2*)  putfutd  after  righieculncfs  to  jultifi- 
cation  by  their  own  obedience  to  the  law  of  Mofes^ihek 
have  fallen  fhort  of  their  own  end  therein  *  ;  they  have 
not  arrived  at,  or  come  up  to,  and  apprehended  a  righ- 
teoufnefs  which  anfwers  the  demands  of  the  law,  and 
is  neceifary  to  procure  their  acceptance  with  God  to  c* 
ternal  life. 

32  How,  or  whence,  comes  this  to  pafs  ?  It  is  not 
becaufe  they  were  hindered,  or  difeouraged  therein,  by 
any  fee  ret  and  eternal  decree  of  God  about  them,  which 
neceflitates  no  man’s  will,  and  continues  to  be  hid  from 
every  one  with  refpect  to  himfelf,  till  events  explain  it} 
hut  it  isowing  to  their  own  fin  and  unbelief;  becaufe, 
through  the  fclf-fufficiency,  pride,  and  perverfenefs  of 
their  corrupt  hearts,  they  would  not,  like  the  believing 
Gentiles »  take  the  gofpel*  way  of  fee  king  and  attaining 
the  perfect  righ teoufnefs,  which  the  law  required,  in  or* 
der  to  their  being  jtifltfied,  aloneihrough  faith  in  Cfcrilt, 
who  is  the  end  of  the  Uvt  for  rightecufnefs  to  every  cne  that 
believes,  (chap,  x.  3,  4.)  But  the  carnal  Jews  who  ut¬ 
terly  rejected  Cbrift,  fought  to  obtain  righuuufuefs  for 

*  # '  * 

jum- 
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•  Tbt  fair  of  righttoufitfs  frgmfies  tht  ri«h- 
ttoafiirfs  tf  the  and  11,  in  the  main,  of 
the  fame  import  with  rijrbtwtrfiefi  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  verie ;  where  the  apoftlc*  f  pea  king 
of  the  Gextilts,  only  called  it  righkoufatfi  ; 
heraule  they  were  Hungers  to  die  bw  given 
by  Mofest  though  they  had  feme  remain*  of 
the  lav  nf  mature  %  which  was  the  rule  of  ngb* 
teoufnefc  10  them,  (chap*  ii,  t*,  if.)  frt 
here,  fpeaking  #f  Ifratl,  he  beautifully,  and 
with  great  tccuracy*  varies  the  phrafe. railing 
it  lb<  taw  of  rigbt&itfaffit  or  the  *igbt&t*fbcji  of 
the  hw ;  bccaufc  the  M&fik  law,  cJp^nally  in 
it*  moral  paru,  was  the  rule  of  righteoufoefa 
to  them.  And  m  reprefenting  how  thing* 
Hood  with  7r»f  and  Gtxiilest  a*  to  riphteoiifc 
pefs  for  juniticaticit,  he  nies  Jmrai  term* 
that  were  afatufikat*  with  an  altufion  to  ra¬ 
cers  tu  one  of  tbc  Grteiax  game**  lit  which. 


T  £. 

he  that  was  hinder mofi  porfeed,  with  -til 
fpeed  after  him  that  was  forvmoO,  to  over¬ 
take  him,  and  get  beyond  him,  that  he  might 
by  hold  on  the  priae  which  was  placed  at 
the  goal  for  the  viftor*  (See  Dr  Hammed 
on  the  place*)  Accordingly  rightcoufmis  iu 
cicrflal  life  U  fpoken  of  a*  tlie  prize,  which 
the  Gaatita  did  not  purfue,  ornm  fur;  (iS-** 
tx  pq  StaxQvto)  and  yet  they  auauitd,  orbkl 
bold  oit  k,  by  a  free  pfl  of  grace: 

And  righteaufaeU  for  juftifcation  was  ihc 
pruc  which  the  JtWi  did  poriur,  or  run  feu  ; 
(Jttfxpr)  and  yet,  rot  mnn'iRjr,  or  firiving 
hwfuttf,  (a  Tim,  it.  fT)  in  the  way  ot  G-ni  s 
appointment  for  that  purpoft,  they  miftrably 
fell  (bort  of  it,  and  did  r.nt  reach,  or  come 
op  to  that  rifh:eoufntfs  which  the  Uw  re* 
quire*. in  order  to  jufHfkarion.  (*;$ 

fiKHivrvfnc  xa, 


Ch.Jx. 
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law:  tor  (hey 
Rumbled  that 
Rumbling  *  ftoo* ; 


jj  As  it  ii  writ* 
te  i,  Behold,  1 
bp  in  SioQ  a 
(tomb  ling-  (tone, 

and 


juftification  merely  by  f,  and  for  their  own  obedience 
to,  the  law*  which  cart  nev^r  anfwcr  that  end,  ( chap - 
iii.  20*)  And  the  judaizing  Chriftians  were  for  joining 
Mops  with  Chrift  ;  and  fo  fought  to  be  juftified,  partly 
by  the  RedecmerV  rightcoufnefs,  arid  partly  by  their 
own,  which  was  equally  impoffible,  and  was  indeed  feek- 
ing  to  be  juftified,  in  meafure  at  leaft,  by  the  wtuk*  of 
the  law,  tfiat  they  might  have  fomethirig  ro  glory  in  be¬ 
fore  God,  {eh np.  iv,  2,)  Fur  the  carnal Jews  took  fuch 
offence  at  Chrili,  as  utterly  to  reject  him  on  account  of 
his  mean  parentage  and  appearance,  poverty  and  cruci¬ 
fixion,  and  the  fpiriiual  nature  oihis  kingdom;  and  the 
judaizing  Chrifilans,  though  they  profefi'cd  to  believe  in 
him  as  the  Mdliah,  could  by  no  means  brook  the  thought 
of  utterly  renouncing  all  their  own  righteoufnefa  for  his, 
and  of  being  entirely  beholden  to  him  and  grace  for  juf- 
tifi cation  and  all  frlvation;  and  fo  both  one  and  the  o- 
ther  Humbled  at  Chaff,  and  fell  fhorc  of  eternal  life, 
to  rheir  own  perdition,  like  per  fens  that  are  running  a 
race,  and  meet  with  a  (lone  in  their  way,  which,  by 
hitting  rheir  foot  again  It  it  J,  makes  them  ftumbie  and 
fall,  to  their  own  great  hurt,  and  lofmg  the  prize* 

3  j  And  this  is  no  more  than  was  likewife  foretold 
by  the  prophet  Ifaiahf  as  may  be  collcfled  from  bis 
writings,  where,  in  one  place,  ( Ip ,  xxvlii*  16.)  *  he 
brings  in  God  the  Fathr-r,  as  frying,  Bchldi  I  lay  in  Si¬ 
on  for  a  foundation ,  a  font ,  a  tried  jloney  a  precious  cor- 
Ticr-flmt)  a  Jure  foundation  \  that  is,  I  have  laid  the 
Mtrfliah)  as  the  only  foundation  of  my  church*  that  it 

may 


NOTES. 


t  Thr  particle  (af)  here  remkrtd  at  it 

is  fbir*£t-*ncs  and  at  others  a 

pirtidc  of  ;  But  ns  it  is  HkcwiJc 

a  [article  of/rwi/f/Wf ;  and  a*  it  appears  from 
thcepiMe  to  the  Gfil&riam,  which  was  wrote 
more  directly  to  the jzd-jzi&g  Chriftfens,  that 
they,  who  did  not  pretend  wholly  to  fcguTi 
Ohrid,  were  never thdds  for  making  the 
wvrks  of  the  law  to  hear  a  part  in  julfulcu- 
tirm,L  the  apotltc  Ktros  in  thi*  patfa^c  to 
f'mgc  at  then*  as  bring  in  ibt  tame  cute 
uirh  the  ohltiuate  unbelieving  7^'f*  wkh 
t*>  jufliJiottion,  in  ib  muen  that  Chrill 
would  be  of  no  etfrft  to,  them,  Jitid  lvtmid 
probe  them  nothing  (Gj/.  v.  4,)  and 
therefore:  I  have  loMittl  the  pjriipJa'ufe  to 
tike  ui  both. 


the  prize  lie  was  running  for. 

*  Thcapolllc  haring  proved  to  the  Jnet 
from  lfa:xht  <itrt  of  their  own  prophets,  that 
God  had  foretold,  tlmt  only  a  Uirm^rit  of 
than  iWild  be  eternally  Juvuu  and  tUav,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Lord,  in  the  g-eatr.d'i  .>1  i«f  »nerty 
had  id!  them  a  feed,  fhv-y  w.udd  hu\e  been 
nmvenatly  dedrnyed  for  their  Iniquities,  like 
Stfom  and  Gom^rr^  (vvl.  n,  ;p.}  He 
here  proceed*  to  prove*  fr^iii  ike  limit  pio- 
phet,  ihitt  G.-d  had  ferric  id  the  orT'-r^v, 
which  uiiiitir;;;ks  nf  them  would  tuke  at 
ChriiL  to  their  o*ts  utter  cnrfuhui.  Ne¬ 
vertheless,  hk  spjulirtinm  for  this  vuniok,  is 
ns;  ofpaflagesas  they  lye  in  order  in  the  pro- 
piuey  o  J  Ifi*tsh  icfctf ;  bur  it  tv.  p  peu  c*, 
whim,  enm).artd  to^dhtr,  fuUy  au«„'  out 


-  *  T  '  f 

\  Here  again  Is  an  ailufion ,  in  the  \\ic  ie:tie  far  which  he  alledj^d  them,  j* 

.  1  _  A.  .-L  -  -  _  '  H,  t  |__  !  ..  — _  (_  Z  _  1'  -  -  .  4  j-m  L^.  ■  U.  ik  -JN  1-4  Ai.  I  -  ■  _4  ll  JVl*..,  m*-  A.  J>’  f  "'k  L w\  -I  1  ,  !  I  J-afe  |j+fl  II,  ji  ■  ■■  F.  _i  J  I  A  ■ 


icd  llnin,  to  a  man’s  ft.  iking  his  foot  a^uinlt 
-4  fame*  or  other  ubJtacle  in  hk  wxiVt  which 
ocxwnons  liis  fulling,  and  fa  mueh 

p round*  K  to  he  iireoovtnddy  diflancrtl  in 
liiv  nmnttig  4 nCvl  snd  which  ibrriy  wounds 
and  bmiics  hlro*  as  wt!l  as  makes  him  kfe 

Vol.*IIl*  t 


they  *iu:h  fptak  of  ChrUti  tiwugh  in 
eouiukTatioiis  of  hsm  :  One  i;f  G  ^r- 
»nd  tmnwdinre  ddign  in  fendiu^  him ;  and 
the  QtlKr  of  ihe  tii  ule  diat  the  perveriL 
believing  hr^jjj*ej  v  ould  mdc  o*  h-m> 


H  h 
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_w  maybe  built  upon  him,  whom  I  have  tried,  and  proved, 

jfcwr  3bdi«cih  an<*  highly  approved  of,  and  who,  being  tried  by  thofe 
«n  Jil.n  ihiii  iiot  that  tf uft  in  him,  is  aifo  exceeding  dear  to  them,  a&  e* 
hcafeunoL  very  way  Stand  qualified,  like  a  corner  (lone,  for  u* 

niting  Jnsrr  and  Gentiles  in  him  and  fap porting  their 
dependencies  upon  him,  who  is  the  ftrengih,  ornament, 
and  fecurity  of  all  that  believe  in  him  $  and  other  fan* 
ddtivn  can  no  man  lay  than  that  it  laid,  •which  is  Jfr/uf 
Chrifti  (i  Cor.  tit*  n.)  But  as  the  fame  prophet  ob* 
ferves  in  another  place,  (I/a,  vitt*  14,  15.}  this  preci* 
oils  ftone,  which  is  defigned  and  faked  to  this  excellent 
purpufe,  will,  through  the  pride  and  prejudices  of  the 
Jews  eventually  prove  to  be  a  /tone  of  fiumbling^  and 
rock  of  offence  to  both  bcir&t  of  Ifrael ;  and  many  among 
them  Jhall fiumbky  and  f all t  and  be  broken**  that  is,  ma¬ 
ny  of  the  various  tribes  of  Ifrael ,  in  Head  of  ma¬ 
king  a  proper  life  of  him,  m  building  all  their  falvauon 
by  faith  upon  him,  wiH  take  offence  at  him,  oppofeand 
r ejeil  him,  through  their  own  obfttnaey  and  unbelief  s 
and  fo  will  fait  in  fiich  a  terrible  manner,  as  to  dalh 
themfclves  to  pieces  to  their  own  confufion  and  ruin, 
like  a  man  that  wounds  himfrif  to  death  by  running  a* 
gainft  a  rock.  And  yet  this  (ball  not  defeat  the  graci¬ 
ous  itefign  of  God  in  laying  Cbrift,  a$  the  foundation  of 
the  church,  and  in  faying  them  (hat  reft  all  their  hopes 
upon  him :  For,  as  is  intimated  hi  one  of  the  places 
before  referred  to*  {Ifit.  iiYiik  Whofoevcr  he 

be,  whether  few  or  Gentilet  a  greater  or  iefler  firmer, 
that  quits  all  confidence  in  hirmtdf,  and  depends  entire¬ 
ly  on  Chrtft  for  right eoufnefs  to  eternal  life,  he  ftiall 
not  be  alhamed  of  bis  adherence  to  hhn,  profeffion  of 
him,  and  expectation  from  him,  as  perfons  ufe  to  be, 
who  are  precipitate  in  their  couduA,  and  whofe  vain 
confidences  are  iruftraced  and  difa-ppomted,  through 
their  over-hafte  in  affairs  of  theutmoficonfequence;  but 
the  true  believer’s  hopes  (ball  be  abundantly  fulfilled, 
and  more  than  anfwered,  that  he  may  have  boldnefa 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  (t  John  iv„  1  j*} 


RECOLLECT  10  PJ  S. 

'CTIiat  exalted  thoughts  tfrnuld  we  have  at  ChrifL,  who,  in  Ms  human  nature, 
came  of  the  Father's ;  but*  in  his  divioe  nature,  is  God  over  alF,  bkfled  tor 
ever  !  And  how  equally  divine  is  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  fees  and  Jearchcfi  I  tie 
liearti  audtowboin  the  Chriflkuis  may  appeal,  as  by  a  fblenin  oath,  for  the 
finarity  of  bis pro  Ml  ions,  when  hh  own  goufeieirce  bears  witnefs  to  it  1  It  is 
a  high  honour  to  Hand  in  a  tf  fible  relation1  to  God,  and  to  he  partakers  of  the 


S  0  T  Et 


means 


*  The  words  in  the  prophet  are,  Jfe  Jtutf 

mu ftf  bejfo :  But  the  upoftk  gives  us  a  ve¬ 
ry  apimiitt  ]c:ifc  of  them  in  faying,  anfaw- 
utlc  to,  chough  not  in  the  exact  words  of 
liw  RJC,  (v  piit  t+l&trvjpb 1) 


He  fi&U  avt  be  cJ^arrtcfij  (w 
Itfrauti  Having  too  much  haftc  tends  to,  ;t*id 
eo  mm  only  iilues  in^  making  a  jtuti  uJlarciA 
of  his  enterpnie,  and  his  hopes  iu 
the  grvaLdl  imporiaact. 
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beau  of  grace*  and  the  external  privilege*  of  hi*  covenant :  But  ah  f  What 
matter  of  exceeding  grief  ia  ft,  that  any  fochT  and  efpec  tally  that  any  of  out 
own  dear  friend*  and  relation*  among  them*  fhouLd  fall  th on  of  eternal  feta** 

tioo  !  Heveithtlcfs,  the  word  of  God1*  promife*  and  the  purpofe  of  his  grace/ 
According  to  election,  ftall  cetTahtly  ft  and,  and  have  their  happy  rffr&s,  what* 
*Fcr  appearances  there  may  be  to  the  contrary*  And,  O  how  free*  foverdgo* 
and  endearing  is  ckftmg  love*  which  pitched  upon  many  Turners  of  the  Gentiles^ 
S3  well  as  of  the  fowtt  before  eitfcer  of  them  had  done  either  good  or  evil,  ami 
drilled  their  effectual  calling  not  becaufe  they  willed  and  ran*  bat  merely  of 
liiown  free  grace,  who  will  have  mercy  and  competition  ou  whom  he  will  hate 
toercy  and  companion,  among  periona  alike  undcfertfng  and  mifcrable,  and 
wife*  fort*  to  will  and  run  to  lilting  purpofes*  white  he  paffes  by  others*  and 
pm  them  up  to  the  hardnfefi  of  their  own  hearts.  And  whatever  prejudices 
the  pride  and  corruption  of  mens  hearts  may  raiie  sgainft  this  fovereign  way  of 
Goo  procedure  j  yet  bow  Cuitakle  is  it  to  his  abfolute  dominion*  who  undotibt- 
dly  has  as  much  power  over  us  as  the  potter  has  over  the  clay*  to  make  out 
of  the  fame  lump,  one  vriTel  to  honour*  and  another  to  dtfhonour !  And  how 
confident  is  Ibis  with  the  righteoufnefe  of  God,  who  doth  injury  to  none*  and 
appoints  none  to  definition,  btit  on  account  of  tin,  whereby  they  become  refftlti 
of  wrath,  and  fit  themfcWcs  for  it !  -  And  as  his  purpofes  are  kept  fecret  in  his 
Mra  hreaft,  till  events  declare  them,  fo  the  rule  of  our  duty,  mid  of  our  expec¬ 
tation  and  hope,  is  hot  the  fccrtt,  but  the  revealed  will  of  Cod  ;  and  every 
one,  without  puzzling  himfelf  about  fccrct  decret  ■%  which  fbf  ought  he  Lnowd 
at  m  his  favour*  has  all  rcafonaMe  encouragement  to  follow  after  righteoufncfo 
br  faith*  in  hope  of  obtaining  it*  and  thereby  knowing  and  proving  his  election 
sfGoi  Ho*  careful  then  fifouid  we  be,  that  we  neither  qoarrd  with  the  fo- 
wriguty,  grace,  qrjuftice  of  theft  difpenfetions*  left  we  be  confounded  for  our 
iofoftnee*  in  daring  to  reply  againft  the  great  God  ;  not  harden  ourfeNea  in  ini¬ 
quity,  left  God,  in  his  righteous  judgment,  IhouTrf  give  us  up  ftiU  to  greater,  and 
mm  incurable  bardnefc  of  heart ;  nor  Humble  at  Chrift  to  the  rejecting  of  him,  or 
joining  any  thing  of  our  own  with  him  for  juftiftcation,  left  it  be  to  our  own  e- 
trrnal  perdition  *  Hlefted  be  God,  there  is  righteoufitcfe  in  Chrift  for  the  jufti  fi¬ 
ction  of  every  true  believer,  though  of  none  but  filch*  How  dreadful  then  is 
theft  cafe,  who,  ft  ambling  at  Chrift,  dafti  themfefres  a  gam  ft  him  as  a  rock  of 
bflence,  while  they  follow  after  rightcoufnefs  by  the  works  of  the  law,  and  ne¬ 
ver  attain  it  ?  But  how  happy  Is  their  cafe,  who  finccrely  believe  in  him  l  They 
Hull  never  be  alhamed  or  confounded. 


CHAP*  X* 

fie  apofih  repeats  d  profcjfion  of  its  hearty  defire  for  the  falvnthn  of 
the  Jews,  who  had  a  mifguided  zeal  for  God  and  religion *  i  *™4*  Sets 
oat  the  difference  between  the  rightequfnefs  of  the  lawt  by  which  they 
thought  to  be  jvflified9  and  the  rigbteoufnefs  of  faith  which  is  reveal* 
ed  in  the  gof pel ^  5,-11.  Shews  that  the  Gentries  Jtand  on  a  level 
tit  it  h  the  Jews,  in  the  great  hufinefs  of  jufiifi cation  and  fatvation^ 
ia, — ifi*  And  that  the  Jtws  themfelves  might  know  tbit  from  the 
Old T*jl(xmcnt~propbec\ei%  ip*—!!# 

Tut.  PjlUAPHftisE* 

®Rr«n-"jcir™  a*7?r  al!  ?*  Ih~vc  ^  ffring’  K2 

and  *■  difeharge  of  my  office*  about  she  rejection  of  fo 
many  Iftaelites  after  the  fltrili,  I  Hill,  my  brethren,  can 
fincereiy  declare,  a*  I  have  done  in  a  folemn  manner 
already,  {chap,  ix.  if  2,  3.)  that  the  moft  benevolent  and 

li  h  2  affectionate 


Ci.*. 
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tvJ  pryrtto  God 
for  ii'racl  «,  that 
they  might  be 


x  For  I  bear 
them  record,  that 
the?  have  a  leal 
of  God,  but  not 
according  to 
knowledge : 


j  For  they, 
bein';  ignorant  of 
GuTs  rigbfc^u^ 

ncis. 


J  1 

and  affe£licmate  defire  ("J*ua)  of  my  whole  fool,  and 
my  moft  earned  prayer  in  offering  up  that  defire  to 
God  for  them  is,  that,  if  it  be  confonent  to  his  will,  he 
would  pleafe  to  extend  his  fpecial  mercy  to  nil  of  them; 
notwtthftanding  prefrnt  melancholy  appearances  in  tam¬ 
ing  them  from  thrir  iniquities*  and  giving  them  frith 
in  thrift,  to  their  prefent  and  eternal  falvation*  Inflead 
of  execuring  his  righteous  vengeance  upon  any  of  themt 
to  their  uttei  deftrnftioiu 

1  For  I  really  think;  and  how  much  foever  the 
neraliry  of  them  be  enemies  to  me*  1  mull  do  them  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  and  declare  on  their  behalf;  and 
I  refle£t  upon  it|  to  ftir  up  my  own  heart  to  the  greater 
importunity  and  fervour  in  my  humble  pleas  with  God 
for  them,  that,  at  lea  ft,  many  of  them  are,  in  their 
way  exceeding  zealous  for  Gotland  his  taw,  especially 
for  its  ceremonial  part,  as  I  myfelf  once  aifo  was,  (AFh 
xxii.  3*)  and  as  I  faid  but  now  ( chap ♦  ix.  31.)  they  fol¬ 
low  after  righteouinefs  in  a&s  of  obedience  to  that  law, 
which  they  know  was  originally  from  God,  and  think 
they  ftili  obferve  to  his  glory :  But,  alas  l  they  are  fad* 
ly  milguidcd  in  their  zeal j  it  is  all  hear,  without  any 
light  about  the  true  nature  and  ddign  of  the  taw*  and 
about  the  rigbteoufneft  chat  is  neceflary  to  their  accep¬ 
tance  with  God  ;  and  through  their  blind  prejudices  a- 
gainft  Chrift  and  his  righteoufneft,  their  very  real  it- 
felf  turns  them  off  from  him,  and  from  the  only  way 
which  God  ha s  appointed  for  falvatton^  and  in  which 
he  can  he  really  glorified  in  bellowing  it* 

3  For  the  unbelieving  and  felf-j officiary  Jews  have, 
through  their  chofen  carnality  and  blindnefs,  very  mif- 
taken,  mean,  low,  and  unworthy  thoughts  *  of  the  ef- 
fcnttal  rights  of  God’s  juftice,  as  they  are  plainly  difeo- 
vered  in  his  tlritl  and  high  demands  of  univetta]*  fiu* 
lefs  obedience  to  the  precepts  of  his  holy  law,  in  thought, 
w*>rd,  and  deed,  for  justification,  according  to  its  te¬ 
nor,  {ycr.  5.)  and  in  the  feverc  curfc  which  he  has 

denoun- 


NOTE. 


v  It  Ik  evident  to  nw,  that  by  fit  righf&uf~ 
issfi  9f  Gvrfi  T*  &ztrj  if*  the  cloftf 

of  tSt*  terfe,  h  rw«;it  that  ri^hteoHfnefs 
which  Go<l  ha  5  iipporued  t  provided,  and  ex¬ 
hibited  hi  die  gofp.l,  J-or  the  jti(t'*Uiitinn  of 
every  tw  th^t.  believra  ;  Uii£  i  ami  uncertain 
whether  God’s  rijhLamfaefe,  (r#  &a < 

CTj»n)  raenti:>i»ed  in  the  fontitr  imrt  uf  the 
ve/ie,  is  to  !>c  taken  in  the  ikmc  icnfc ;  tho* 
that  is  the  fonfe  in  which  the  apoltie  moft 
cnT-utionly  ul«r»  it  in  this  epi:'Ii:  ;  (fee  the 
n  ites  on  chap,iii,  j,  if.);  Or  whether  it  is  to 
b;  underload  of  the  jxjiicc  of  God,  is  de¬ 


manding  n  j>crfefb  rightcoufitdk,  3ornrdi»£ 
to  the  Juw,  in  ord^f  to  a  man's  being  jultitkd 
in  his  tight,  Tiic  firj!  of  the  ft  fenfes  is  nirt* 
conformable  to  the  ordinary  u;e  ai 

this  phraic ;  and  yet  the  teems  in  id 
gradation  of  thought  here  in  theipoft  Ittur;- 

fnLsuuI  leaft  coincident  l^ht,  and  to  be  m- 

respondent  to- the  ten  lc  in  which  he  nury  he 

frppoted  to  have  med  this  phnde  in  chap,  iii, 
atf,  ?  have  therefore  ton  Oder;  d  [>£ 
former  ejaufe  of- 1 hiss  verife  in  horh  th^ie 
vines,  and  leave  cun>  to  chu;c  UiU 
which  he  likes  UdL 


Cb.  !■ 


The 


■rfr,  ind  gowiff 
jkw  to  ellablim 
lidr  own  r%hic- 
cufwf^  haw  not 
Jdbmuted  them- 
Jims  vmo  the 

!i*hteouinds  of 
God> 


denounced  by  it,  for  every  the  lea  ft  tianfgreflion,  {Cat 
iii-  to-)  ami  they  are  wilfully  ignorant  of  that  perfect 
and  glorious  mediatorial  rightcoufnrrfs  of  the  Medlata* 
which  he,  who  is  God  in  our  nature,  ha>  wrought  out 
by  his  obedience  and  fuflerings,  to  the  full  fat'ufa&ion 
of  law  and  juftice,  which  God  the  Father  has  evidently  de¬ 
clared  hts  acceptance  of,  and  makes  over  for  rightecuf 
nefs  to  the  juftification  of  every  one  that  believes :  And 
for  want  of  feeing  chefc  things  in  a  true  and  fpiritual  light, 
according  to  the  dear  revelation  that  is  made  of  one 
in  the  law,  and  of  the  other  in  the  gofjvl,  they  are 
feeking  to  fet  up  ft*™*"*  their  own  imperfect,  ce¬ 
remonial,  and  external  performances,  and  are  endea¬ 
vouring  to  make  them  ftand,  as  their  rsghteoufnefs  for 
acceptance  with  God  to  eternal  life;  as  if  thefe  -  wore 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  requirements  of  his  law  and 
juftice,  and  to  atone  for  their  numberlefe  tranfgreflions, 
though,  in  reality,  they  are  utterly  incapable  of  anger¬ 
ing  thofe  ends :  And  fo,  partly  through  culpable  ig¬ 
norance  and  blmdaeb,  and  partly  through  fcif-conceic 
and.  defperate  pride  of  heart,  which  fcorus  to  be  entire¬ 
ly  beholden  to  free  and  fovereign  grace,  they  have  re¬ 
futed  to  ftoop,  and  humble  thcmfclves  at  the  foot  of 
God  fo  far,  as  to  renounce  all  truft  and  confidence  in 
their  own  rigbteoufneft,  and  to  depend  entirely  upon 
that  which  is  brought  in  by  Chrift,  and  freely  propo- 
fed  in  the  gofpel,  forj  unification  through  faith  in  him; 
and  which  alone  is  fufficicnt  to  entitle  a  believing  Turner 
to  eternal  life* 

4  For  Chrift  is  the  pe/f effing  end  of  the  moral 

law,  for  righteoufnefs,  even  of  that  law  which  fays,  The 
man  that  doth  thoft  things  {ball  live  by  them ,  (wr.  5.)  as 
be  has  gone  through,  and  fulfilled  all  its  demands  of 
obedience,  as  well  as  fufFerings,  in  his  life  and  death, 
to  the  entire  farisfaftinn  of  divine  juftice  ;  he  is  likewife 
the  abolijbing  end  of  the  ceremonial  law,  and  has  put  a 
period  to  it,  as  all  its  typical  offerings  for  purification 
and  atonement  are  completely  and  fubftatitiatly  aufwer- 
ed  in  him;  and  he  is  the  grand  dcfignrd  fcope  and  end, 
for  which  both  thofr  laws  were  given  to  Ifracl ,  as  the 
moral  law,  by  difaavcrjng  their  guilt  and  dagger,  and 
the  ceranenialHwt  by  fhadowing  out  his  great  facrifice, 
were  intended  to  (hew  them  their  need  of  Chrift,  and 
put  them  upon  flying  to  him  for  pardon  and  acceptance, 

’  {chap.  iii.  20*  and  v.  20.  and  Cab  iii.  24.)  He  is,  in  all 
thefe  fenfes  *,  the  end  of  the  law,  for  the  bringing  in 

of 

note. 

*  TUowrh  all  tic  fciifes  eItch  in  ;h«  mraptirafc  way  be  included  3  f?t  I  am  inclined  to 

pen- 


4  Fm  Chr*ft  tj 
ihe  end  of  the 
for  ri^htoouf- 
orb  tv  every  ottf 
liut  btlkv«h. 


4S$  The  EpifiU  to  the  Romans  paraphrafei.  CK.  x* 


f  ForMofade- 
ferihetb  the  ri^h* 
rcviifncfs  which  is 
of  the  law,  That 
the  min  which 
doth  thofe  ihingt 
JteUliTphyihem* 


of  an  everlsfting  perfect  righteoufneft  unto  the  j unifica¬ 
tion,  not  ut>tvemlly  of  atl  the  Jews,  .nor  of  all  the  Get i- 
tiUt,  but  of  every  one,  be  be  Jew  or  Gentile},  (ver.  1 2.) 
who,  under  a  fenfe  of  bis  own  anworthinefs  and  obnoxi- 
oufnefs  to  divine  wrath,  affents  to,  approves  of,  and 
trufts  in  Chrift,  as  the  only  fui table,  all-fufficient,  and 
gracious  Saviour,  that,  through  his  righteoufnefs  alone, 
he  may  be  accepted  of  God,  and  accounted  righteous  to 
eternal  life.  And  it  Is  impoffible  th^t  he  fhould  be  fo  by 
any  legal  performances  whatfoever. 

5  For,  as  to  the  righteoufnefe  of  the  fai i»,  Mofes  him* 
felf,  in  b>s  writings,  (rw)  delineates  and  explains  its 
(li  id  demands,  as  a  covenant  of  works,  in  order  to  a 
man's  obtaining  life  by  his  obedience  to  it,  when  he 
brings  God  in  as  fayiog,  (Levit.  xviii.  5.)  Tt Jball kte? 
my  fia.tvt.et  and  my  judgments,  which,  if  0  man  do,  be 
(ball  five  in  them ;  and  (Deut,  xxvii.  26.}  Cur/ed  be  he 
that  confirms  not  all  the  words  cf  this  taw  to  do  them  j  that 
is,  The  man,  who  univerfally  and  always,  without  the 
jeaft  flaw  or  defed  in  any  one  in  (lance,  performs  alUhofc 
things  which  the  law  requires,  inclutive  of  its  moral 
precepts,  {Matth.s\%.  r 6, 17.  and  Luke  x.  27,28.)  he, 
and  he  only,  (hall  have  pternal  life  and  happinefi  by  rt. 
This  Is  a  condition  which  no  man,  in  his  fallen  date, 
pan  come  up  to,  (Rem.  vlii.  3.)  and  therefore  it  is  Aa 
wonder  that  they  mifearry,  and  are  difappointed,  who 
feck  and  hope  for  juft tficarion  to  life,  in  this  way*  [Chap. 
ix.  31,  32.) 


4  Bus  the  righ-* 
leouikO  which  is 
of  faith  rpnketh 
on  this  wilv,  Slay 
not  in  thine  heart , 

Who 


6  But,  on  the  contrary.  The  language  of  tbe  griped 
dofitrine  of  judifi cation  throngb  tbe  righteoufneu  of 
Ohrid,  which  is  propofed  to,  and  received  by  faith,  a3 
Mofet  himfeif  has  nlfo  hinted,  xxx.  11,-14.)  is 

after  this  manner  %  do  not  let  difeou raging  thoughts  0 i 

impof* 

NOTE. 


confide?  that  which  relates  to  Chrift’s  aflive 
obedience,  as  moll  dkoftly  id  tended,  becaufe 
he  vr$%tke  ead  0 f  (bat  law  hr  n^hteaitfnefs,  the 
righteouinefs  of  which  is  defrribed  m  the  next 
w*-rds,  (ver-  ;*)  a*  lb*  tbtngt  it  eotn- 
jr;aikd$,  that  a  man  may  by  rim, 

*  In  tfcjs  and  the  two  next  the  tr 

poftk  refers  to  what  Me  fa  h  id  in  Oc*t.  xxx. 
f  1,-14*  On  which  place  Dr  Gotktwip  ob* 
fewtSs  Cyol  JY*  part,  iiip  pay,  *j,)  **  That 
lt  though  Afp/ej  had  inoft  of  all  preached  the 
**  law.  anjl  given  it  at  mount  Sinai ;  and 
**  hart  hi(l  the  kolpel  under  the  types  and 
M  (hitdows  of  legit  ceremonies;  yet  now 
■  *  when  h#  was  to  <Tse*  he  doth,  through  the 
!*  Holy  tlhofl?*  coining  upon  him,  preach 
*' 1  *hc  gofptl,  and  deliver  the  covenant  therci 
t‘  of  clearly  and  plainly  to  the  yews ;  For 
f*  you  may  «ud»  in  Dtut.  xiix*  1.  that  he 

■T  *  ■  »  _  r  , 

+  ■ 


**  calls  it,  the  vcrdi  tf  tbe  (mui/,  vri-h 
“  tbe  Lord  (tmxr ended  Mofa  to  meke  with  dq 
**  ehUdren  $f  Ilrad,  w  tbe  loud  of  Moah,  be-* 
**  fide j  the  cliff  nan!  width  be  made  itttih  tin  m 
**  in  Roreb:  h  is  another  covenant;  and 
**  therefore  the  ipoftk  pertinently  quotas 
**  the  words  of  thb  bft  great  lermon  of  M?- 
d*  fat  to  difhnguilh  the  covenaot  of  worKa 
4‘  and  the  covenant  of  And  it  fccm  k, 

from  the  be^in Ding  of  the  thirtieth  chapter  tG 
the  fixth  verft,  that  M <tjht  ja  the  pa^es 
referred  to  by  our  apoftle*  fpcaks  with  an  ul¬ 
timate  view  to  gofpcl~day$t  when  Cod  would 

argfimcife  the  heart  s f  hu  p^opk^  and  tbe  heart 
of'tbdr  jrrf,  to  fave  the  Larfirbitr  Gad  wfi 

their  beatt,  and  linth  all  there  fimtt  that  ir.y 
Bright  Bve:  Bo  the  learned^f^Wt^aU 
expounds  tbolo  veties  i&  his  lyotei  nporj 

them.  ‘  ■’  -  ■  ■  -  -r 

-  ■  S  1 


Ch.  t. 


The  Epiftb  to  the  Romani  paraphrajhd. 


Wta  H»|l  iftcod 

fcito  haven  ^  (that 
iif  to  briAg  Qirilfc 
down  from  a- 

hva) 


T  Or,  Who 
AilJ  Jetcnid  into 

ibe  deep?  (that 
U,  to  bring  up 
Chrift  again  from 
the  dead,} 


S  But  what 

fckh  it?  The 
vmd  is  nigh  thee, 

ftffD  in  thy 
mouth,  iritf  in 
i by  heart:  that 
u  the  word  of 
fdch  whieii  we 
pn-tfh; 


■ 

impoffibility,  about  acceptance  with  God,  rife  in  your 
hearts,  as  they  are  apt  to  do  in  an  awakened  confcience, 
when  it  is  filled  with  a  fenfc  of  guilt,  and  is  thoroughly 
convinced  that- no  righteoufnefs  of  its  own  can  avail  for 
pardon  and  juftification :  Do  not  fay,  in  a  defpairing 
manner,  Who  is  able  to  climb  op  to  heaven,  and  bring 
down  from  thence  a  Saviour  to  fulfil  the  law  for  us,  and 
to  expiate  our  fins?  for  Chrift  has  already  come  into 
our  nature,  and  our  world,  to  take  away  fin  by  the  fa* 
erifice  of  himfdf. 

7  Nor  let  any  of  you  fay,  in  the  defpondency  of  your 

minds,  fuppofing  the  Mcffiah  were  to  come  from  hea¬ 
ven,  and  die  for  our  fins  f,  Who  could  follow  him  in¬ 
to  the  grave,  to  raife  him  up  again  from  the  dead,  in 
token,  of  his  being  owned  of  God  to  have  made  fa  tis  fac¬ 
tion  to  his  law  and  juftice,  and  in  order  to  his  being  rr  co¬ 
vered  to  a  capacity  of  applying  his  redemption  to  us?  do 
not  give  way  to  fuch  di  (fruitful  reafonings  as  thefc :  For 
as  he  has  already  died  for  our  fins;  fo  be  is  already  ac¬ 
tually  raifed again  for  our  jujlification,  (chap.  iv.  25.)  ; 
there  is  .therefore  no  fuch  impoflibility  in  the  way  of 
faith's  coming  at  a  rigbteoufnefs  in  Chrift  for  i  unifica¬ 
tion,  as  there  is  in  obtaining  it  by  our  own  pcrfonal  o- 
bedience  to  the  law.  .% 

8  But  what  is  the  language  of  the  gofpel-declaratioa 
about  this  important  point?  why,  the  dextrine,  which 
reveals  and  exhibita  the  righteoafnefs  of  Chrift  to  your 
faith,  is  no  longer  hid  from  you;  nor  is  it  far  off,  { Dent . 
xxx.  11.)  but  it  is  now  plainly  revealed  in  the  gofpel, 
and  brought  near  unto  you,  even  to  your  very  doors  in 
•the  mintliration  of  ir,  that  you  may  receive  it;  Tea,  it 
is  brought  fo  near  as  to  be  in  your  mouth,  when  yon 
read  it,  and  (peak  of  it  in  your  prayers  and  praifes  ro 
God,  or  in  yourconfefiions  before  men,  (tier.  9.);  yea, 
it  is  brought  (till  nearer  into  your  very  heart,  and  makes 
efle&uai  imprtflions  there,  when,  in  the  application  of  the 
Spirit,  you  cordially  embrace  it.  And  this  (defied  doc/ 
trine,  which  is  founded  on  divine  authority,  and  holds 
forth  Chrift  as  the  obje£t  of  faith,  and  is  the  means  of 
begetting  faith  in  him,  is  that  which  we,  hts  apoltles 
and  lei  vanes,  explain  and  publilh,  propofe  and' recom¬ 
mend  to  you,  as  a  pra&icable  ?nd  eafy  way  of  falvation, 

thio’ 


NOTE. 

*  The  tjtprtflion  in  Deal*  khc*  1 3,  three  dfjs  and  three  vighfr  is  the  heart  of  tfo 
SFho  frail  g*  ever  the  fra  frr  a$  ?  Anti  the  tesrtbr  at  our  I ,ond  Mai fdf  applies  it,  Mat  it, 
TiTK/d/fn  Tdrjpn  explains  it  tkns,  Othu  xii,  40.  And  u  tlie  lea  is  exiled  ibe  deep% 
v/r  li<u]  ooe,  tibe  Jonas*  tlit  prophet,  who  and  fbe  depth*  fliiL.  cir*  6,  and  evil*  14, 
rnjht  $0  df'wn  to  Wtoms  or  depth  of  Jo  David,  prophesying  erf  Chrhl,  fays,  {  JYjA 
the  jrcit  Jin  *  Now  to  hu  defending  W%u  so.)  Ood  wouM  bwtg  hun-ap  agoia/ro^ 

£alo  xiu:  deep,  vu  a  £gu;c  at'  ChriiV*  lying  the  depths  eftbe 
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a  Th't 

fhalt  eonfcf*  ivith 
ihy  nt -with  the 
I.ord  ft/ui*  and 
Hiatt  believe  in 
ihire  Kort(  that 
<toH  hath  ra:?Kt 
him  from  the 
dc::d,  thou  foak  be 


# 

through  the  grace  that  has  promifed  to  circvmcift  the 
heart  f  ( Deut «  XM.  6.) 

9  And,  in  oppofirion  to  thciighteoufnefs  of  the  law, 
(ver.  5.)  the  main  tenor  of  the  gofpel  is  this,  K  00  all 
proper  occafions,  in  thefe  perilous  days,  you,  without 
fear  or  fliame,  fhall  make  a  free,  bold,  and  open  con- 

fcfiion  of  Chrifl  and  (halt  call  upon  him,  (ver*  1 3-)  with 
your  lips,  as  the  only  Lord  and  Saviour,  whom  you  re¬ 
ceive,  and  00  whom  you  entirely  depend,  for  all  accep¬ 
tance  unto  eternal  life  * ;  and  if  this  be  not  a  mere  ver¬ 


bal  profeflion  and  Invocation;  but,  anfwerable  there¬ 
unto,  you  fhall  believe,  in  your  very  heart,  with  fuch  a 
fcdih  as  renounces  all  truft  and  confidence  in  yourfdf, 
and  as  1 voris  by  bve^  and  overcomes  the  %vorlJt  (Cal-  t* 
4,  5,  6.  and  1  John  v*  4,  5,}  If,  I  fay,  you  in  this  man¬ 
ner  (hall  believe,  that  God  the  Father  delivered  Chrijl 


to  lJor  with 
the  hea*r  iran  be¬ 
lieve!  h  ti  nt  »  r  1 ::h  * 

,  ?i*d 

tvith  the  mouth 

CQD- 


up  to  dearh  for  our  tffe  tiers  y  and raifed him  a^ain  for  m r 
juflificathHf  (chap*  iv+  2 5*}  you  flull  certainly  be  dif* 
charged  from  gnilratid  coudemnariou,  delivered  from 
the  wrath  to  come,  intitled  to  ettioal  life,  and  at  length, 
brought  to  a  full  poffelfion  of  it,  on  his  account. 

10  For  true  and  Caving  faith  is  not  merely  a  notion 
in  the  head,  nor  a  bare  nffenc  of  the  underftanding  to 
the  truth  of  divine  revelation;  But  it  U  with  a  man's 
whole  heart,  including  the  con  fen  t,  approbation,  and 
acceptance  of  his  will  and  aflc&ions,  that  he  believes 
in  the  crucified  and  rifen  Saviour,  unto  the  obtaining 
of  righteoufjiefs  for  j unification,  even  the  righreoufnefs 
of  Chriit,  which  completely  anfwers  all  the  demands  of 
the  law,  (wr,  4.)  and  is  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift  unto  ally 
and  upon  all  them  that  belirvty  (chap*  iu.  22*)  And  it 
is  with  his  lips  and  tongue  t>  as  expreJRng  the  inmolt 
fentiments  ami  dilpofitions  of  his  heart,  that  he  makes 

a  noble 


NOTES* 


*  TV  wVf  la  a  note  ci>  this  rerfe,  ob¬ 
serves,  **  Thai  ;riii(jirat:s;in  is  hcrccKprclfly 
i(  alcHbcd  to  firth,  ami  that  not  as  inclu- 

1+  .  -  *  * 


It 


n:'c  :i5  tcu'Uium^  alt  tisme  viorkji,  tffricU  by 
the  pofpeJ  arc  required  to  fkWation ;  for 
then  toe  I'iriitfuniflidsi  of  faith  mutt  lie  de- 

J*  *"■  1  .  _  1  *  ■  .k  X 


”  ir*  ^  *w  wim  if  h  ttjj* 

cf  the  apoftic,  ver*  5,  6**  But  if  juftUL*- 
tiofl  is  by^  faith,  ai  principle  of  works*  it, 
in  dTeil,  k  Ifcilt  as  rriu;h  as  ever  by  worts. 
Jlouwtr,  it  thh  tvlieii  rt  is  cordial  arid 
Uncti-^  v';ll  WTUink'  pj'f.'diKe  thoic 
works*  upon  whkh  thu  dot  lor,  ed  a  follow- 

bt*  jvili  and  complete  fulya- 


tu»n  nt  the  day  of  judgment ;  this  fhith  ir.afi 
certainly  hritti;  uf  now  Into  iuch  a  rig  h;  t* 
atiunl  and  eofnplctc  fahatioii,  as  Oijj  ?-c 
owned  in  that  day  to  hare  cduttaalh'  juikikj 

f  Thoviph  tofffffiiu  wss  tncntbncd  *t 
lirl'crin;,  w,  9.  yet  here  it  is  put  d/frr . .. 
iitvitig  i  10  Ihcw  that  thtr  ayofUc  itK^nt  tH'  h 
a  cor.fjfijon  as  is  t}*e  fmt  of  faith  :  And 
a  ma#*  j  betievh',^  -with  ttt  heart  is  laid  Ilf*-; 
nr: to  rizbiwtf+cpy  whkh  intitles  to  nr* :  J 
IHet  tS  Mxfcjjwn  is  i'pokea  of,  nut  as  ;-:y 
part  of  that  rjghtwufhetii  whieh  giresa  :> 
tiff  to  life  ;  hrtt  as  an  evidtivc  of  the  tmUi 
mir  faith,  and  one  remarkable  'vay  of  iy  rV 
permingtclpecb!ly  in  pcrfecutinB  ti^es ;  z\r 
as  GodV  appointed 

iudlding  us  up  in  it,  and  iiringiiK  us  to  €>»■-*■ 

piece  tilvjtiOJi, 


Cfa.  x. 
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eonfcflian  if  made 
unto  fiJ  virion. 


it  For  the  firrip- 
tnrz  laith,  Who¬ 
mever  belkveih 
on  him  fhdi  eel 
be  aiba  iticd. 


a  noble  conferiion  of  his  faith  in  Chrifl,  publicly,  cheer* 
fully,  and  refolurety  owning  him  in  all  his  characters, 
hetwithftanding  the  great* ft  terrors  of  this  world  that  he 
may  be  expofetF  to  for  it  \  it  is  alfo  with  his  mouth  that 
he  pleads  what  this  great  mediator  has  done  and  fuffer- 
ed,  as  the  only  ground  of  His  hope  toward  God,  unco 
the  obtaining  of  final  Taxation  through  him,  (wr.  13.) 
and  that  the  faith,  which  has  fuch  powerful  effects,  is 
of  a  faying  nature,  appears  from  what  is  recorded,  even 
in  the  Old  Telia  me  nt* 

.  11  For  thofe  infpLrcd  writings  declare,  \lfa-  ixviin 
16.)  with  a  view  to  the  Mcfliah,  as  has  been  before  ob* 
ferved,  (chap*  ix+  33*  fee  (he  note  and  paraphrafe  there) 
that  whoever  he  be,  that  receives  and  relies  upon  him 
by  faith,  whatever  his  former  character  and  condition 
had  beet),  will  oot  be  afhamed  to  own  C  brill,  nor  fliall  he 
ever  be  putto-fhame  andconfufion  through  a  difappoint- 
men!  of  his  hope  and  confidence  in  him*  And  this  holds 
equally  true,  with  refpefl  to  Gentiles  s  as  well  as  Jew^ 
n  l'or,  under  the  gofpel-difpeniarkm,  the  grace  of 
God  is  not  confined,  as  it  formerly  was,  to  the  I/rael* 
itijb  church  and  nation.  No,  there  is  now  no  differ* 
encc,  as  to  God\free  regard  to,  and  way  of  jollifying 
and  faving  one,  rather  than  another,  on  account  of  his 
being  a  Jr#  on  one  hand,  or  a  Gentile,  the  moft  poli¬ 
tic  and  learned  of  which  are  the  Greeks  f  on  the  other : 
For  one  and  the  fame  Lord  Jefus  f,  who,  as  Mediator, 
is  given  to  be  bead  over  alt  things  to  the  churchy  (Eph*  i« 
22.)  and  is  Lord  of  all,  ( A&s  x*  36.)  is  incxbauftjble  in 
the  riches  of  his  merit  and  mercy,  and  is  exceeding 
bounteous  in  his  faring  blrifmgs  unto  all  forts  of  per¬ 
forms,  of  what  rank  or  nation  foever  they  be,  even  to  all 
and  every  one  that  religioufly  invokes  and  worlhips 
him,  as  a  divine  Saviour,  with  faith  in  his  name  ;  and 
makes  a  due  furrender  of  himfelf  up  to  him,  and  to  the 
Father  through  him. 

13  For,  as  was  foretold  in  a  prophecy  of  gofpeMays, 
(Joel  ii.  32.}  without  exception  again!!  one  more  than 
another,  Whoever,  be  he  who  or  what  he  will,  as  to 
national  or  perfonal  circum  fiances,  that  fhaH  cordially 
accept  of  Chrift  for  his  Lord  and  Saviour,  and  apply  in 
earnclt  prayer  to  him,  with  an  entire  dependence  on 
his  mediation,  rigbreoufnefs,  and  grace,  to  bring  him 
into  a  ftate  of* favour  with  God,  he  fhall  be  delivered 
from  Cn  and  wrath,  and  advanced  to  eternal  hlcffednefs. 

14  Since 

not  n. 

f  By  tit  fame  Lori  ftems  here  to  be  meant  and  celled  w/'Gh*  in  r>rdcy  to  that  falratiocL 
ihe  Ia*A  {!hrijft  who,  in  the  two  following  throthjU  him  tthich  the  apofile  had  been  d\fa 
f  c rirs,  Vi  Jiwltca  of,  m  preached,  hficvtd  «>  courting  of  is  tlie  preceding  context. 


11  For  there  is 
no  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  Jew 
and  the  Greek  : 
for  the  fame  I  Ami 
over  all  is  rich 

imio  tiH  that  call 
upon  him. 


For  whofu* 
tr<jr  (bal)  call  Up¬ 
on  the  name  of 
the  I, ord  frail  be 
frved. 
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**  How  ihfii  14  Since  therefore  the  Gentiles  are  included  in  the 

him  inborn  they  gofpeWeGgn  of  falvation,  there  is  no  room  for  the  Jews 
ktn  not  belfer-  to  be  offended  at  its  being  preached  to  them  *,  and  it  is 
uiiik»wfliatl  plain  thar  it  ought  fo  to  be ;  For  how  is  it  poflible  that 

Un  of  ''whom  ftould,  in  a  truly  religious  manner)  invoke  him  to 
they  haw  not  recommend  them  to  the  divine  favour)  whom  they  have 
hard?  and  ho*  not  known,  received)  and  depended  upon,  by  faith  for 

wichoot  iprt»ch’  thatpurpofe?  And  how  can  they,  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
a :  of  things,  accept  of  and  trull  in  him,  whom  they  have 


1%  And  how 

fttEI  they  pruch 
tveept  tbtf  he 
(an!  a*itt*«Tk~ 
leu,  Haw  teauri- 
fot  arc  tht  feet  oT 
them  that  preach 
tbc  gofpei  of 
peace,  and  bring 
^lad  tufrijp  ol 
good  thugs! 


not  fo  much  as  heard  of  in  his  faving  offices  and  cha¬ 
racters,  as  be  is  fet  forth  in  the  gofpei  ?  And  in  what 
manner  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  they  Ihould  hear  of  bi  n, 
according  to  the  divine  revelation  that  is  made  concern* 
ing  him,  unlefs  he  be  fome  way  or  other  maniitfted  by 
a  publication  of  the  gofpei  to  them  ? 

15  And  what  authority  could  any  have  to  preach  the 
word  of  faith,  (ver.  8.)  to  them)  unlefs  they  were  either 
immediately  or  mediately,  fent  with  a  divine  commit 
fion  for  it  ?  And  their  being  fent  of  God,  on  this  blef- 
fed  errand,  is  fo  for  from  being  a  juft  occafion  of  of* 
fence,  or  envy  to  any,  that  it  is  blatter  of  great  thank* 
fulnefs  and  joy,  according  to  what  is  written  *,  {Jfa.  lit. 
7.)  with  a  reference  to  Ifraef s  deliverance  from  the  Ba- 
bjbnifb  captivity,  which  waa  typical  of  a  much  more 
glorious  deliverance  from  fin  and  wrath  by  the  promt* 
fed  Mdfiah,  viz.  How  feafonabfe,  defirable,  and  wcU 
come  is  the  approach ;  and  how  lovely  and  precious  arc 
the  very  feet  of  tfaofe  meffe tigers,  that  in  a  moral  fenfc 
are  undefited,  though  befmeared  with  dirt  and  fweat  in 
their  travails,  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of  peace  with 
Gad  by  Jefus  Chrift,  and  to  publilh  all  the  great  and 
good  things  of  gofpel*grace,  fuch  as  juftification,  adop¬ 
tion,  f amplification,  and  eternal  glory,  through  him  ? 
They  are  to  be  efteemed  very  highly  in  love  for  their 
works  fake,  (t  Tkejf.  v,  13.)  becaufe  they  bring  us* 
faithful  fajingt  and  worthy  tf  all  acceptation,  that 
Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  •world  to  fave  /inner  s ,  even  the 
chief  of  them,  (1  Tim.  i.  15.}  So  that  from  thefe  pro¬ 
phetic  paffages,  ar>d  this  gradation  of  argument,  it  ap* 


NOTE. 


pears 


*  The  whole  current  of  the  following  con-  oilier  thing,,  Ih  LvJ  bu  mate  ban  Ms  itly 
text  in  lfasah's  prophecy,  leads  us  to  under-  arm  hi  lie  tjej  of  all  rationl ;  at id  all  tit  taut 
lland  hit  word*  in  chap.  lii.  7.  at  referring,  of  lit  earth  pah  ft  tie  fahaliia  »f  ear  Gwf ; 
not  merely  to  the  joyful  meftages  of  IJrotf*  and  iptakt  of  Chrift,  at  Gcfs  fervent,  who 
deliverance  from  the  Bobjlmft  captivity,  but  fell  ffnMe  monj  aaticos,  &c.  rtr-  to,  1 5, — 
at  looking  forward  to  the  Hill  much  happier  tf.  And  all  along  through  the  next  chwpur 
tidings  of  falvation  by  Jcuu  Chrift,  which  he  dc (tribes  our  I^trd  in  his  fufferings,  and 
ftinukl  be  preached,  and  tbit  to  the  0 entiles.  In  their  tavLng  defign,  in  fuch  a  clc*r  iih) 
in  gofpd-days :  For  in  the  following  Teries  lively  view,  w  look,  more  like  a  hiiloiy  than 
to  the  end  of  that  chapter,  he  lay*,  among  a  prophecy  of  him. . 


a.  x. 
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id  Fat  they 

have  hot  ill  o- 
beyed  tfit  jofpcl 
.tor  Ffius  filth, 
J.nrd,  wfco  hith 
bcltvcd  our  lt- 
putf 


iT  So  Aen* 
faith  cwwtfi  by 

licaringfind  hear¬ 
ing  by  the  word 
•f  pod. 


tS  Fat  I  fay, 
Have  they  nut 

beard?  Tfes*  vc- 
—  lily 


pears  that  there  was  a  necefiuy  of  the  gofpcTs  being ' 
preached  to  the  G  entile (  as  well  as  Jevst . 

16  But  as  the  whole  body  0/  the  Gent  tie t  were  no 
more  chofen  to  eternal  faivation  than  the  whole  body 
of  the  Jews  were  excluded  from  it :  So  all  of  them  uni- 
verfally  (*  *»™«r  «’•*»>)  have  not  not  hearkened  to  the 
gracious  calls  of  the  gofpel,  to  entertain  it,  and  cheerfully 
yield  themfelvet  up  to  the  authority  of  God  in  it,  by  the 
obedience  of  faith.  And  this  is  no  more  than  was  to 
be  expr&ed  from  what  is  intimated  in  another  prophecy 
of  Jfaiah,  which  relates  to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  by 
the  gofpel  ■:  For,  fays  he,  by  way  of  lamentation  and 
humble  expoltularion  with  God,  on  account  ofthcfmall 
number  of  perfons  of  any  charader,  that  would  then  re¬ 
ceive  thefe  glad  tidings,  [ffa.Ym.  t.)  Lord,  how  flew 
are  they,  that  by  faith  have  given  credit  to,  and  cordi¬ 
ally  embraced  the  plain,,  afie&ionate,  divinely  infpired, 
and  confirmed  declarations,  which  we,  the  ferrants  of 


the  Mrfliah,  have  made  of  faivation  through  him,  in 
compartfon  with  thofe  that  have  heard,  and  yet,  thro* 
the  hard nds  of  their  hearts,  have  rejeded  them  f 

17  It  therefore  appears  from  all  this,  that  though  many 
who  heard  the  gofpel  fhut  themfelves  out  from  its  fpi- 
ritual  and  eternal  Writings  by  their  own  unbelief ;  yet 
hearing  it  is  the  ordinary  means  of  God’s  appointment 
for  working  effcftually,  by  the  revealing  <f  fas  armt  or 
exerting  the  power  of  his  Spirit,  upon  the  heartsof  othersf 
infomuch  that  they  who  have  bdieved,  through  grace, 
were  brought  to  it  at  fir  ft,  and  are  carried  on,  and  built 
pp  in  it,  by  this  means:  And  heating  fuppofes  a  preach¬ 
ing  of  the  gofpel,  which  may  be  called  the  word  of  God, 
as  he  is  the  author  of  it,  and  has  given  commHGon  to 
his  fervants  to  publilh  it,  and  as  it  is  the  paver  of  God  to 
Jobation  to  every  me  tbpt  hflieveit  to  the  Jew  frfs  and 
alft  to  the  Greek-  (Chap.  i.  id.) 

18  But,  ftill  further  to  (Hence  all  cavils  againft 
preaching  the  gofpel  to  the  GeetUes ,  I  would  fay.  Is  it 
not  a  plain  fad,  that  they  have  heard  the  glad  tidings 
of  fafvatton,  and  that  many  of  them  have  been  capti¬ 
vated,  by  that  means,  to  the  obedience  of  Cbrift  ?  Yes, 


NOTE. 


V  That  this  prophecy  included  a  reference  hoi  sat  hard,  16,  IS.  H.  zpd  Uii.  i.  And 
to  the  cal  Ling  of  die  Genklet  in'  goip$}-days  therefore,  though  it  might  primarily  relate  tq 
appears,  no*1  only  from  the  apoftle’s  eohneA-  the  almoft  uiurer&I  incredulity  of  the  Jew r, 
jng  it  wittf  what  he  had  been  faying  in  the  it  was  likcwifevery  applicable  to  the  GtntiUs\ 
verfes  before,  about  llte  gofpel’a  being  preadi-  fince,  notwithiUnding  the  greater  fttccHs  of 
ed  to  them  ;  but  alio  from  thi.'  palbgc  in  the  gnfpei  among  them,  it  was  far  from  be- 
ijtnah‘%  prophecy  itfelf,  which  immediately  ing  received  by  the  generality,  even  of  them, 
follou-'s  what  war  laid  about  ChrUVs  fpnnii-.Bg  And,  fur  the  like  rcaJon,  it  may  be  applied 
mmrt  Mtwss,  who  firm  hi  fie  end  ttafiicr  that  to  all  fi);cerding  ages,  don  tv  oar  mnf 
■arlisb  ted  art  teen  Slid  item,  asd  wkiti  they  days. 
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rily„  their  (bund 
Mdt  Lieo  all  the 
earth,  and  their 
mnk  Unto  the 
ends  rf  the 
world* 


i 1 p  But  I  fry. 
Did  not  Ifrael 
fcnovr?  Firfl*  Mo** 
faith,  1  will 
provoke  yOQ  to 
jealoufy  by  then \ 
that  art  no  peo- 

Pkt 


they  certainly  have:  For  as  our  bleffed  Lord  ordered  his 
tenants  to  teach  ail  nations  ;  and  to  go  into  all  the  world) 
and  preach  tbs  go/pel  to  every  creature ,  (Matth*  ixFiii. 
19*  and  Mark  xvi*  15*)  this  has  been  done  in  a  eery  ei* 
ten  five  manner!  and  with  wonderful  fuccefs,  in  virtue 
of  his  promife,  Lo%  I  am  with  you  always^  to  the  end  of 

tbs  world*  (Match*  xxviih  20.)  So  that  what  David 
laid,  {P/ai  xix*  4.)  of  the  brawns  preaching  the  wifdum; 
power,  ami  goodneb  of  God  to  the  heathens,  which 
bad  not  then  the  benefit  of  divine  revelation,  may  now 
be  applied  to  the  publication  which  is  made  of  the  gof- 
pd  to  them  viz.  The  voice  of  evangelical  preach¬ 
ers  proclaiming  aloud  falvation  by  Jefus  Christ,  has 
been  heard  far  beyond  the  coniines  of  Judea ,  in  various 
parts  of  the  earth,  through  all  the  Roman  empire;  and 
their  mimltrations  have  reached,  even  to  the  uimoit 
bounds  of  that  vaftly  wide  and  extended  dominion,  which 
takes  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  known  regions  of  this 
world.  And  God's  having  given  the  gofpcl  fuch  an  a* 
mazing  fpread,  to  the  conversion  of  great  multitudes  a* 
memgthe  Ge utiles,  is  an  evident  teftirpony  from  hea¬ 
ven,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  preached  to  tbem;  and 
that  none  ought  to  murmur,  or  be  offended  at  it* 

19  But  as  iome  of  the  Jrwijb  brethren  may  be  apt 
to  plead,  in  cxcufe  of  their  prejudices  again  ft  this  gra¬ 
cious  difpenfation,  that  they  always  thought  the  bUf* 
fmgs  of  the  Media h’s  kingdom,  were  to  be  confined  to 
tbeir  own  nation,  I  would  further  fay,  could  they  in¬ 
deed  be  ignorant,  that  God  defigned,  in  due  feafon,  to 
extend  his  mercy  to  the  Gsntthsi  No,  furely,  they  easi¬ 
ly  might,  and  could  not  but  have  known  fome thing  cf 
it,  if  they  had  attended  to  what  their  own  prophets  had 
plainly  foretold  about  it:  For,  in  the  firft  place,  even 
Males  hin  fdf,  their  great  lawgiver,  brings  God  in  25 
faying  to  l/rael  when  they  had  highly  affronted  him  by 
their  idolatries,  {Dcut*  sxxih  21*)  l  will  move  them  to 
jea laufy  hy  thofe  that  are  not  a  people  ;  /  will  provoke 
them  to  anger  with  a  Jhotifb  nation;  that  is,  I,,  in  due 
fealoo,  will  make  them  fee  fuch  out-goings  of  my  rrn  r- 
cy  and  favour  towards  a  pepple,  that  at  prefent  are  ft  ran¬ 
gers  to  my  covenant,  as  will  raife  the  envy  of  the  Jew:y 
and  give  them  reafon  to  fufpe£l  my  preferring  the  Cea* 
tiles  to  themfelves ;  yea,  I  will  hereby  ex¬ 

cite  them  to  fuch  an  holy  emulation,  as,  were  thry 


til 


NO 

*  The  former  part  of  the  words  referred  to 
iD  Pffit*  lit  4.  are  tbeir  iiae  is  gone  oat  ikr&*gt i 
0U  the  tertb.  But  the  Hebrew  Word  (op) 
,lctc  rendered  tigahk*  likewiic  a  food 


T  E. 

vxtt)  or  try*  S«  Dr  PxoTs  unfed.  r*  k\ 
r*-  4®-  Aiid  fbal  is  the  fviifc  ia  whiui  ti; 
poftlc  here  takes  it* 


U-h.  --4- 
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file*  W  hy 
WitHi  nitron 
viii  ar^cr  yw 


I 


10  But  E&iaa 

js  riry  bold,  afcd 
fJih,  I  was  found 
of  them  that 
me  not ;  I 
vu  nude  mani- 
ftft  unto  them 
rtat  alked  not  af¬ 
ter  mCi 


wife  enough  to  lay  it  to  heart,  would  be  a  proper  means 
of  preventing  my  utterly  forfaking  them  :  And  1  will 
make  fuch  a  change  in  my  difpenfations,  as,  through 
the  pride  and  perverfenefs  of  their  own  fpirits,  will 
prove  an  occafion  of  fo wring  their  minds  *,  and  irrita¬ 
ting  their  wrath  and  indignation  againft  the  heathens* 
on  account  of  my  making  known  the  way  of  falvauon 
to  them,  whom  they  always  defpifed  as  an  ignorant 
fottifti  people  j  and  who  may  indeed  well  be  called  z 
fooKJb  nation*  as,  while  ddUtutc  of  divine  revelation, 
they  were  without  the  true  knowledge  of  God  }  and 
as,  am  id  ft  all  their  acquirements  in  human  arts  and  li¬ 
terature,  they  became  vain  in  tbeir  imaginations,  and 
ftupidly  inconfiderate  and  void  of  umterftanding,  a* 
bout  their  prefent  duty  and  future  happinefs* 

20  And  (J<)  ftill  further,  another  celebrated  prophet 
of  later  ages,  Ijatah  by  name,  who  fa  id  more  of  the 
Mefliah  and  his  kingdom  than  all  that  went  before  him, 
fpeaks  with  great  freedom,  opennefs,  and  undaunted 
courage,  both  of  the  coiling  of  the  Gentiles  and  the 
rejection  of  the  unbelieving  Je w,  how  often  five  foever 
it  might  be  to  the  people  of  that  degenerate  age.  As; 
to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles*  he  introduces  the  Jeho¬ 
vah  of  IJrael*  as  faying,  in  a  way  of  free  and  prevent- 
ing  goodnefs,  (#i*  Ixv.  i<)  I,  from  motives  taken  mere¬ 
ly  from  vnyfelf,  and  for  the  glory  of  mine  own  fove- 
reign  grace,  was  a  God  of  falvation  to  them  ;  and  they 
by  happy  experience  found  me  to  be  fo,  who,  till  I  he- 
gan  with  them  by  the  gracious  calls  of  my  gofpel,  and 
the  feerct  motions  of  my  Spirit  upon  their  hearts,  did 
not  once  think  of  fecking,  wodhiping,  and  fenring  me* 
but  in  (lead  of  that,  were  bowing  down  to  dumb  idols 
of  their  own  invention,  and  thereby  provoking  me* 
Aud  I  was  made  known,  in  a  diftmgutfhing  and  effec¬ 
tual  manner,  by  the  preaching  of  the  word,  attended 
with  the  illumination  of  the  Spirit,  to  them  who  went 
contentedly  on  in  the  way  of  tbeir  own  dark  and  foolilh 
hearts,  and  had  never  before  fomuch  as  concerned  them- 
felves  about  me,  or  inquired  after  me,  or  how  they 
might  find  favour  in  my  fight}  and  who  never  would 
have  done  it  had  I  left  them  to  them  felves* 

2 1  Bur,  on  the  contrary,  as  to  the  rejection  of  the 
unbelieving  Jew*  tbc  fame  prophet  tells  us,  that  God, 
fpcakihg  after  tbc  manner  of  men,  faid  to  the  Ifraclites , 

NOTE* 

*  I1out  fiidly  this  prophecy  was  verified,  i!>  Aftt  xiiL  ASi  and  irih  j*  13,  and  jnii* 
rdpc&ti>  ihc  rage  ar*d  envy  r*f  tbc  Jews  *1,  n* 

*:  il.c  o!  rhr  iiwl:Us9  may  bcfcca 


it  But  <0  if- 
A  he  Cu <h.  All 

dUy 


4M 


'  tie  Bpifile  te  the  Kouan®  pdraphtafed. 


Oi.  t* 


day  bug  1  have 
Jtnetched  forth 
vi  y  hands  unto  a 
disobedient  and 
fdoftying 
ph. 


Ifd.  ]iy.  2.}  *  I  have  iifed  all  manner  of  intlcariog  and 
perfuafive  methods  mrh  them,  by  many  gracious  pro- 
nrifes,  by  Miraculous  and'  indulgent  providences,  by 
the  importunate  cipoftularioDa  of  my  fervams,  and  by 
the  fecrct  drivings  of  my  Spirit,  rime  after  time,  to  in¬ 
vite  their  returns  to  me  \  yea  I  have  continued  to  do 
this  with  unwearied  carneftnefe  and  patience,  like  one 
that  pleaded  with  them,  and  flood  ready  with  open 
arms  to  rectiv c  them,  from  morning  to  night :  But  it 
has  been  to  an  obftinate  and  ungrateful,  unbelieving 
and  contradicting  people,  who*  through  the  hardnefs 
and  corruption  of  tbeir  hearts,  bare  refilled  my  kindcfl 
overtures  and  bare  fet  themfelves  to  oppofe,  and  even 
fpealc  evil  of  them,  when,  at  left,  they  were  made  by 
‘  tbe  Meifiab  bimfelf  and  bU  a po files:  and  therefore,  the  j 
day  of  my  patience  being  expired,  1  will  no  longer  wait 
to  be  gracious  to  them* 

RECOLLECTIONS, 

How  Sincerely  ddirous  are  Cfarift’s  faithful  Servants  of  the  falvatioo  of  ihtii 
bearm  1  How  carneft  in  their  pleas  with  God  fof  them  !  And  bow  grieved 
that  To  few  receive  the  gofpeb report !  They  watch  fat  their  fonts,  and  are  wit¬ 
ling  to  think  and  fptak  the  belt  they  can  of  them  ;  but  are  troubled  at  heart, 
when  they  perceive  that,  through  criminal  ignorance,  and  pride  of  Spirit,  they 
have  fuck  light  thoughts  of  the  ffriA  demands  of  God’s  juftice,  as  to  imagine 
that  they  can  fecurc  his  favour  by  their  own  imperfect  performances,  and  will 
tKrt  ftoop  fo  far,  as  humbly  to  depend  on  tbe  righteoufuefs  of  Cftfift  alone 
for  juftification,  through  faith  in  him,  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  rightc* 
oufnefs  to  every  one  that  believes.  How  encouraging  is  it  to  think,  that  the 
jmpoflib'iiitits  tf  the  law,  as  requiring  perfefi  obedience  in  order  to  eternal 
life,  are  not  now  enjoined  as  the  condition  of  obtaining  it }  but  that  a  way  of 
free  mercy  is  opened  in  the  gofpel  for  It,  and  is  practicable  and  cafy  to  every 
one,  who,  by  tbe  power  of  divine  grace,  is  enabled  to  bdicye  with  the  l;cArt 
unto  rightcoufoefe  l  Tbe  righteoufnefs  of  faith  is  brought  near  to  timim  in  the 
jniniftratiou  of  the  word *  and  brought  home  to  their  very  hearts  m  the  appljcn- 
tionaf  the  Spirit  :  The  work  of  fa  1  vat  ion  is  a  heady  wrought  out  by  Cbrift  * 
he  has  come  from  heaven,  and  fully  fati&fied  the  Uw  and  juftice ;  and  has  been 
tailed' from  tbe  dead  in  teftimeray  of  h  :  Wbofoever  calls  upon  him,  in  a  way 
of  religious  worlhip,  as  a  divine  Saviour,  and  believes  m  hi m,  whether  he  be 
a  Jtw  or  Genuity  a  greater  or  kffer  firmer,  he  fliall  never  be  afhamed  of  his 
hopes,  or  confounded  through  a  disappointment  of  them;  and  whoever,  from 
this  principle  of  faith,  makes  an  hoxteft,  feet,  and  open  proftffion  of  Chrifr,  in 
his  perfon  and  offices,  doArines  and  ways,  whatever  it  may  colt  hiin,  Iliall  cor- 
Uin^y  obtain  complete  fa  1  vat  ion  through  him.  O  with  what  hearty  welcome 
fhould  they  be  entertained,  that  are  lent  with  Chrtfl’s  eommiflton  to  preach 
this  blcfled  gofpel !  It  brings  glad  tidings  of  peace,  aud  U  the  belt  news  tb.rf 

_  m  ^  n  ^  /  All.  *  ■  .  i  ■  *  _  j  i  ■  _ 


v  j  n  vi  w  *  ■  ■  w  vu  *  ^  t«ii#  wt  in  f  Li^  ■  t  w 

the  obedience  of  faith;  and  the  nuuifters  of  Cbrift  ought  to  be  faithful,  pkin, 

and 


NO 

'  *  Hot  is  an  attafron,  either  to  the  enga* 
gmg  bdiariour  aT  an  afieAbnate  mother  wi & 
Opens  her  arms  to  embrace  a  fro**tif  -child, 
nnd  encourage  H*  coming  tober;  v*  adu- 


T  Ed 

ficro  to  the  Lively  aAion  of  an  orator,  whn 
moves  and  extends  hU  arms,  b  token  of  hi* 
driiritig  audkon,  aud  vf  the  ycWbuzeiic  ^ 
hh  a&iftA* 


Cfuxn  $%*  kpijtte  U  iArRauAHfl  farafbraftd.  4£j 

^  courageous  in  preaching  the  whole  cganfel  of  God,  bow  much  (bever  fomc 
may  be  offended  at  it.  All  the  wifdom  of  this  world  is  toolifhnefe,  compared 
ft  iih  that  which  ia  to  be  learnt  by  means  of  the  gofpet  *  But  Cod  begins  with 
us,  before  we  begin  in  e&roeft  to  feck  after  him.  What  furpriftng  grace  it 
this  i  And  bow  amazing  is  the  patience  of  Gtid  towards  a  provoking  people  ! 
He  ftretches  out  his  hands  to  them  in  the  miaiftrations  of  his  word  and  gofpel,  and 
continues  long  to  Artae  with  them  by  fecret  foggt  ft  ions  of  bis  Spirit,  though 
they  tlcfpife  and  oppofehirti  ;  and  his  Joogfuffermg  often  turns  to  fataatioa, 
after  he  has  waited  many  years  to  be  gracious.  But  how  fhotild  fin  nets  dread 
the  thought  of  going  on  ftill  to  rejcA  Oh  rift  and  bis  gofpet*  left  the  time  ofGod*s 
patience  fhotild  expire;  and  be  Jhoutd  remove  them  from  the  gorpeb  or  the 
gofpri  from  them,  and  they,  before  they  are  aware,  thould  wonder  aod  pertfh  1 


CHAT,  XL 

The  apoftle  fbews  that  the  rejection  of  the  Jews  is  not  umvcrJal ;  hut 
that  God's  cUEt  among  them  obtained  f ah  at  ton  by  gracef  while  the 
*  reft*  through  the  blindnefs  and  hardnefs  of  their  hearts*  fell  Jbort  of 
ity  i,— to,  7A7f  Gat s  cutting  them  off  as  a  nation*  from  his  vu 
ftblc  church  and  covenant f  is  nor  final ;  and  that  as  he  had  over  ruled 
their  unbelt  for  making  the  Gentiles  partakers  of  gof pel-privileges 

in  their  fiead\  Jo  the  Gentiles  ought  not  to  hifuit  over  them*  on  this 
account ;  but  rather  take  caution  from  them  to  watch  againft  pride 
and  unbelief*  left  God*  in  bis  righteous  feverity*  jbtuld  unchurch 
them*  as  he  had  the  jews,  who  neverthehfs  JbaU \  in  due  feafoh*  be 
nationally  called*  and  brought  into  Gods  vifible  covenant  again ,  !  I* 
— 32,  And  the  whole  is  clofed  with  a  folcmn  adoration  of  the  profound 
wifdom*  goodneftf  and  juftice  of  God*  in  all  the  forementimed  dif* 
pen fattens*  331—36* 


1  Sq^^|  TjUT  from  what  I  have  been  faying  about  God'* 

his  people?  <i°d  ^  righteous  and  fovereign  dealing  with  the  unbelief 
forbid.  Foriilfo  ting  Jews,  (ball  we  conclude,  that,  though  he  has  fa  id, 

ite  fed  ofAbr*  n0*  Cafi  $  Pt0P^  nor  forfa^<  bit  inheritance, 

hjin,  o/ihe  tribe  (Pial.  xciv.  14.)  he  has  neverthelefs  vniver/aUyt  and 
•1  fciijunin,  for  ever  abandoned  the  whole  body  of  this  favourite  na¬ 
tion,  which  has  been  for  fo  many  age*  a  people  tifihie 
in  covenant  with  him?  No,  by  no  means;  (>*» 

Far  be  it  from  any  of  us  to  impute  fucb  unfaithfuinefs 
to  him:  He  has  not  excluded  them  ati  from  eternal  fal- 
yation  through  Jefus  Chrilt:  For  even  1  myfelf  am,  by 
parentage,  of  the  flock  of  Ifrael,  being  defcended  from 
jibrahamt  the  father  of  the  whole  nation,  and  particu¬ 
larly  from  Benjamin,  Jacob’s  youngeft  fon,  who  it  is 
well  known  was  the  head  of  one,  though  indeed  one  of 
the  loweTt  and  lead  of  the  twelve  tribes  ;  and  yet,  in- 
ftead  of  God’s  calling  me  off,  as  he  juflly  might  for  my 
former  unbelief,  blafphemies,  and  perfecuttons  of  the 
church,  he  regarded  me,  as  a  chofcn  veQel,  (Afts  ix. 

*5) 
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i  Godfathnot 
call  away  his 
people  which  he 
fofekaev.  Wot 

■  ye  doc  what  the 
leriptnre  faith  of 
ElU*  ?  how  he 

■  jnaketh  incerccf- 
Himi  to  God  a* 
Cain  ft  ithe),  Gy- 

n>fir 

3  ljOrdt  they 
have  killed  thy 
prophet  s  ,and  dig¬ 
ged  down  thine 
altars ;  and  I  am 
left  alone,  and 
they  feck  my  life. 


15.};  and  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jcfus  has  b«n  fo  ex¬ 
ceeding  abundant  toward  me,  that  1  have  obtained  mer¬ 
cy,  through  him,  to  eternal  life*  (1  Tim,  1,  13,  14 } 
z,  3  Whatever  there  tore  God  doth  with  multitudes 
of  the  tfraf/ites  after  the  flefh,  and  might  righteoufly 
have  done  with  them  all,  for  their  heinous  provocations; 
yet  he  has  not  rejected  thofe  of  his  autient  people  *, 
whom,  in  his  eternal  count'd?  and  ckfigns  ot  love  and 
grace,  he  diftinguiflied  from  the  rdt,  regarded  as  the 
true  fpi ritual  feed  of  /fraelf  and  chofe,  not  merely  to  exter¬ 
nal  privileges,  but  alfo  to  fpccial  and  laving  benefits; 
But  he  has  effectually  called  thefe  according  to  his  pur* 
pofe,  {chap*  viij.  a8*}  :  So  that  it  1$  now,  in  this  day 
of  general  revolt  among  the  J*wy  as  it  was  in  former 
times.  Do  ye  not  know,  and  cannot  ye  eafily  recoiled, 
what  the  facred  feripture  has  recorded  concerning  Eli¬ 
jah)  or,  in  the  hiilory  of  that  prophet,  how,  in  his  ho¬ 
ly  jealoufy  for  God  and  his  glory,  he  is  repiefemed  as 
mournfully  complaining  of  the  ten  tribes  of  the  chll- 
dren  of  Jfraely  and  as  even  pleading  in  his  prayer  to 
God  againit  them,  **")  for  their  having  ge* 

nerally  fallen  into  idolatry,  together  with  their  ruins, 
in  apoftanzmg  days  of  Ahab  }  Saying,  (t  Kings  xjx.  to. 
14.)  LdrJ,  tbty  havtforfaken  thy  covenant)  which  thou 
madeft  with  them;  and  their  fathers  have  perfected 
thy  true  and  faithful  prophets  unto  death  >  and,  in  the 
madnefs  of  their  zeal  for  their  idols,  they  have  even  de* 
molilhed  the  altars  f  that  were  ef  edict!  and  dedicated 


NOTES. 


•  HZf  pcbp!cf  which  the  apofl  !e  fo  cm  [>ha- 
tiCAll y  lay*  God  f&rekarat^  l  think  cumit 
mean  the  whole  nation  nf  the  whom 

he  had  thoJcn  to  be  his  peculiar  church  and 
people,  in  dininltion  frgro  ah  other  nation* : 
Fo 1  it  ri  plain  from  the  whole  tenur  of  his 
di foourfe,  that  God  bad  cap  a$n ty  the  hulk  of 
them  ;  and  his  main  argument,  iri  the  great* 
eft  part  of  this  chapter  from  ver-  1 1 .  to  ver* 
3**  is  to  prove  that  God  had  done  fin  Hut 
thofe,  "Vfbsm  ht  lignifies  thofe  n* 

monw  that  ehofen  body  of  proplc,  wham  Kc 
had,  in  a  (till  more  hi  gaining  m^uner, 

peculiarly  cho£n}  and  bid  ont  in  bis  eternal 
cotiftdcls,  a s  the  objedt  «f  bis  {pedal  love, 
that  be  might  (iTcduaity  call  and  five  them  ; 
or  as  it  had  been^prefled,  (chap,  vi ft.  ip, 
30O  whom  he  fo  foreknew,  as  tc*  have 
dtfiin/ittd  thtti 1  fa  it  co  u  formed  to  tht  ixhtvr  aj 
bit  and  TDP9'*t  in  confluence  thereof, 
ht  ca!Ud9  jaftifiedt  glcr:fu>L  (jirerhc  rmic 
there.)  Aiicl  they  are  here  Jpekcn  of,  in  di- 


llin/lion  from  ttwshody  of  the  Jtvis  *  and  arc 
called,  in  the  fifth  and  frventh  rcries  of  this 
ckapkT,  a  rsKMitt  astir :*ir£  t:  its  :/ 


jrtsci^  ai/jf tptd,  in  nrpnfrioii  tntb-  r-It 

of  ibjt  people,  who  woe  Min  did.  Awl  'h  s 
flic*'*  char  in  the  preening  dieauifr,  the  a* 
poltlc  had  a  refprft  to  particular  perfi'tis, 
veil  as  to  the  and  Grniifet  not  it*.;1;  t 
cnnfulered,  in  what  he  tud  {aid  about  G-^’t 
frying  Tome  «momr  the  Grotf/tt,  and  rtUii- 
mg  utlicrs  arufuijj;  the  yews. 

■f  Tfceie  ahm  could  not  include  the  a’:ar 
at  Jerufilem ;  for  that  ais  out  of  the  rc«.dr  <tf 
the  ten  trilict,  *ho  avc  here  fpoken  of :  Hi*t 
they  teem  fo  have  hreii  ihofc  wbkh  ■>  irvf-'J 

bad  ereiled  before  the  building  of  the  t;:::- 
plct  (r  S(tm>  vii*  17-  and  ii,  ij,  and  y\l. 
j.)  and  that  #tdch  Efijab  repaired (  (i  K  - 
xviii.  jo*)  The  leri  tribes  might  prob*i,i\. 
by  Gtid’s  fpeciil  dffpen[ationt  otftr 
upon  (hefe  altuiSj  when  their  kings  reft r;:.i  - 
ed  them  fr^ni  going  to  Jirufaftrvt  and 
iliev  uevertbelcls  would  not  fauificc  tv  .1. 

w 

calves  at  Dan  and  firth*  !t  which  O-id  s>  ■ 
forbid :  And  as  the  coin iiiuaj ice  of  it.etV  J 
tivs  was  a  public  tcAhnony  aj»aintt  lire 
v*»Uno  idoUti  y  in  AKV s  days,  he  ii 
Eincautjf  of  the  people  in  p»-.: 


Ch«  xi. 


The  Eptflle  to  the  Romans  paraphrased,  497 


io  thine  honour  and  ferWce,  for  offering  (3  entices  to 
thee,  as  the  only  living  and  true  God.  And  fo  gene¬ 
ral  was  the  viChle  defection  of  thole  times,  that  the 
ptophet,  .{peaking  according  to  his  own  apprehenfion  of 
things,  (aid,  Such  is  the  violence  of  their-  outrage,  that 
I,  of  all  thy  true  worihippers  and  fer  varus,  as  far  as  I 
can  find,  am  the  only  one  that  has  furvived ;  and  the 
apo {fates  are  alfo  hunting  after  my  life  to  deffroy  it .  So 
great  is  their  fury,  and  to  fuch  an  exceeding  low  ebb  is 
thine  interefl  reduced  among  the  people  of  this  age. 

«  But  what  4  But  what  was  the  anfwer  which  God  gave  *im 
fctrfi  the  ufww  under  this  melancholy  appearance  of  things  ?  It  was 

nf  God  NQIO  .  i  «rr.  .  !  tr-  >  o  V. 

him?  1  have  re-  verY  encouraging,  and  Hands  thus,  (1  Kings  xtx.  18.) 
firved  to  myfeif  Notwith Handing  all  your  laddering  thoughts,  as  though 
imn  tboub»i  there  were  flouc  left  among  this  people,  whole  hearts 

nico*  who  hare  -  ,  -  ,  ,  .  r  *  T , 

not  bowed  the  are  ngbt  wtth  me,  ana  continue  in  my  covenant,  l  have 
knticto /Ariflwg?  not  given  them  ali  tip  to  the  evil  ways  which  they 
fr/SaaJ.  have  jjCcn  tC£DpfCC|  aJ1(i  which  their  own  hearts*  left 

to  thcmfelves,  would  naturally  have  chofen  5  but  in  my 
gracious  puxpofc,  and  by  my  efTeftual  influence,  I  have 
fet  apart,  and  refenred  to  myfdf,  as  a  peculiar  proper¬ 
ty,  for  the  praife  of  mine  own  glory,  many  more  than 
you  are  aware  of :  Though,  comparatively  (pealing* 
they  be  but  few  j  yet  they  are  m  themfelves  a  confidtr- 
able  number,  no  left  than  (even  thoufaad,  which,  even 
in  thefe  degenerate  and  perilous  days,  have  been  kept 
from  running  wirb  the  multitude  to  do  evil  j  and  have 
not  fallen  into  the  common  corruption  and  idolatry  of 
the  age,  by  paying  any  religious  homage  to  the  image 
of  Baai*« 


s  fo  then  5  Now,  to  apply  this  to  the  cafe  in  hand  ;  as  it  was 

tifo  thwcli  then*  fo  in  like  manner  it  is  now.  Though  I  have 
a  rtmruot  ic-  fpokc  of  my  being  one  of  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham* 
cording  whom  God  has  diftinguifhed  by  his  grace  among  them 
whom  he  foreknew,  {v$r>  i,  2.}  l  am  far  from  think* 
ing,  3$  Elijah  did,  that  I  am  the  only  one  of  this  fort: 
For  notwithftanding  th<  deplorable  infidelity  of  the  main 
body  of  the  IfraeitUs  in  this  prelent  age,  there  is  even 
now  a  referve,  which  Though  it  be  hut  like  a 

(mail  remnant,  compared  with  the  whole,  are  a  much 
greater  number  than  may  be  apprehended,  even  many 

myriads 


NOTES. 


them  down,  and  even  in  digging  up  their  ar.d  to  which  the  generality  of  the  tea  tribe* 
\cry  foundations  that  there  might  be  no  re*  of  Iftdtl  paid  their  adorations,  after  the  cx- 
matning  traces  ot'  them  to  preface  their  me-  ample,  anii  in  jbc.1icncc  to  the  atithurity  of 
mory*  *  that  wicked  Ah*?  ai'-l  bin  qui-cn,  as  may  be 

*  M  wat  u  idol  of  the  Si dojtisnj  which  gathered  fmen  1  JCfr-gi  xvi.  31,  and 

Abiib  ict  up  and  worlhippcd  upon  his  mar*  xeiii.  is. 
ri/fx  with’  J tide!,  the  tUughirr  af  their  king, 

Vo r..  Ilf.  t  I  * 
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cot  (ting  to  the  BB.yri.jrf8  of  Jems  i  tt<uw,  /icls  sxi.  2ft)  whom 

c&w  of  gwoe,  Qcd  brougKt  to  KUeveia  Chrift  to.  the  faviagof- 

their  fowls,  according  to.  that  free  and  eternal  choice 
which  he  made  of  them  ia  the  riches  of  his  own  fovc~ 
reign  mercy  and  grace. 

4  And  it  ty  6  And  if  God's  c hoofing,  calling,  and  faring  force, 
greet,  then  n  if  ralj,cr  t^an  others,  be  properly  the  effedfc  of  his  own 

no  more  of  ,  **  -i*  /  tr*  * 

;  nty] htrwift  IRC/C  I&Y04JI  Of  |  2S  It  CCnsHlIy  IS)  jJJH*  \* 

^r-cc  is  nQUMt  p*}  then  it  ia  neither  ia  whole  nor  in  gait*  owing  to 

^of  *k*  *1**  any  of  good  works  forefeen  in  the^i,  or  done  by 
tot  *»t  ro  afi  jj-  works  deferved  it*  or  were  antecedent 

motives  to  it :  For  to  fuppofe  otherwifet  is  to  deftrov  the 
very  idea  of  grace*  which  Ggoifies  entirely  free  and  un¬ 
merited  favour*  as  proceeding  from  the  mere  good  pfe*- 
fyre  of  God,  [ Epb .  i.  5,  6-  and  Luke  sin  31+}  without , 
any  wortbinefs  of  its, objcfks  to  induce  it*  But*  pti  the 
contrary,  if  God1*  peculiar  regard  to  them  be  on  account 
of  their  good  works,  in  any  view  or  confideratton  of 
them  whatfoever,  as  pW°uGy  moving  him  to  it,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  food  copceit  of  proud  felf-jufticbries, 

( Luke 

N  O  T  IL 

f  IftrrfftJ  Mr  IyJE*  foppotb  that  thin  ami rnwflwjr,  W  the  unfe  of  It,  chap,  ii.  it, 
uf  works,  from  the  notion  of  —  itf*  Nor  if  the  infinite  of  taking  a  hand- 
$T*rc  Jo  not  extend  to  all  manner  of  di#-  ful.oC  fchbte*  out  of  ^  hc*p,  a  proper  iliu* 
fertnee  in  the  peribns  rhofen,  from  thufc  Oration  of  this  point  f  for  it  is  not  to  be  fap- 
thar  were  rtjrftcd ;  but  that  Cod,  in  his  pofd  that  Cod  at  jaujomt  «r  tako  one 
chufing,  preferred  tj^fr  who  were  the  heft  dif-  rather  than  another,  without  though f,  or 
po&Ht  and  molf  inclined  to  hi*  lemce;  and  without  fonK  vife  lufoatui  hu&i«Ift  though 
io  his  g;i»ce  i*  like  that  of  a  prinre,  who  out  they;  be  none  id  thtia  why  he  (buiild  take 
of  rebels,  whom  he  has  reduced  under  his  one  rather  than  another,  fince  he  u^rfj  tit 
P°’ arcr,  thufes  u  vciTr**  of  mercy*  tbofethat,  tiArtt  Mt»dutg  to  hh  p«rp^,  after  t&t  coonftl 
hr  fiurji.  Jeafl  intettod  wuh  maiire,  obfHnacv,  qf  fii  wn  vftf,  (£ph*  i»  ji.)  and  he  cun 
and  rchtUiojh  And  this  amhor  imagine*,  ghrify  iib,  grace  mof t,  by  changing  the 
tlut  without  foiw  regard  19  a  d^fcreucc  in  hearts,  and  altering;  the  tempers  and  difpufc" 
tlie  things  taken,  from  ihoe  that  are  left,  it  (ions  of  the  moil  otiftir.&te  and  rebellions,  as 
s'AHMuf  he  called  choice*  To  ilLullrrfe  which,  he  mfcff  doth  of  all  thefe  whom  he  chuics,  t*> 
he  iofUnccs  in  a  hand/Viiof  pebbles,  that  nuke  wh  at  be  would  have  them  to  he,  and  to 
^retaken  out. of  a  heap,  and  ft  par- ted  from  Gtthcm  for  iiDlwering  every  dclign  for  which 
reft ;  Uuf  if  it  be  without  any  regard  to  he  chofc  them  i  And  at  in  chofing,  where 
*l\Y  differeiHT  in  ihe.n  fiom  others  that  arc  ihm  was  no  pterions  diffireuce*  he  purine* 
rejctflcd^  he  doubts  whether  any  body  can  call  his  great  view  of  exalting  Else  glory  of  th* 
them  cbqfcn*— -But  his  ir*ftanrc  of  reheis  fttm  fovcTtigKt),  a*  well  as  of  the  freencU  of  ids 
to  be  very  dettflive ;  bccaiifc  alovtietgiimay  KT^l  lh,  were  ptbblts  tmen»gent  creatures 
fjwrc  whom  he  pleafes,  and  all  good  dlfpo^  h»w  would  thole  of  then)  be  *ffcfled  vitii 
Jt'ionr  in  unr,  itmrc  tlsiii  anotlier,  are  of  idmiratiuii  tttd  praife  of  iJk  dilHngnidiinr  h* 
God  i  and  it  is  apparent,  in  fad,  that  fome  voor,  that  IboiiU  take,  and  Cbparaic lh«n  f;r 
of  the  very  eerft  of  li»t.cre  are  chafe),  and  the  nobUft  porpolb,  rather  than  oditn  d( 
omliqueatl];  juflilied,  fandtifi^d,  and  laved,  the  fame  heap,  though  there  vu  no  aniuc- 
f  Cor.  vi.  n.  while  mhrn  nl  fairer  charae-  dent  dif&icnec  between  them  ?  Anti  wat 
tecs  sre  Kjrftnl,  like  that  young  man  in  die  there  fitch  difle?wice  as  Ihould  be  iheriieft 
pofccl,  Mi:rh,  xit,  ttf, — it.;  ;inriottrapo-  of  preferring  lomc  before  others*  iv 

file,  in  hh  foregoiag  tlifcnude,  had  rcj>rr-  his  original  dioiec,  there  w'outd  lowly  bt 
fciiicd  (W  whom  God  chofc*  mid  them  lomc  fort  of  mer/j  or  Toartbitieji  tn  them,  ri^ 
whom  he  rejected,  «  originally,  and  of  ther  than  in  the  others,  as  the  reafur.  of  hb 
Ihcmlclrcj,  in  all  refpecl^  e^ual,  and  afoibtd  choice;  which  would  tutedy  dcftn>y  ihe  jp/> 
God's  ehuiiog  fomc,  rather  than  others,  flic’s  notion  of  £Feccr  aod  wU  bis  tvuba:n; 
inertly  to  hi|  metej  vv  twAw i  fir  vitJ  on  thif  fubjtft* 

"  &evc  mercy,  in  ojipohtiop  to  tlair  own  -wilting  1 
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it  i*  oo  more 
|TKt:  otberwie 
wrk  u  no  more 
work* 


$  Wh*f  then  ? 
libel  hub  nocob- 
[lined  that  which 
Kc  feeketh  for ; 
but  tbf  eleflion 
huh  obtained  ir, 
the  reft  were 
blinded ; 


I,  According  « 
it  it  written,  God 
filth  given  them 
theTpirit  of  num¬ 
ber,  eye*  that  they 
untold  not  ice, 
tad  eusihatthcy 

Ibould 


(Luke  xtiiu  tu  i*«)i  then  w  is  no  longer  to  be  afcribcc! 

to-the  free  and  uxidt&rved  favour  of  God :  For 
to  fuppofe  that  it  were,  would  be,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things  to  fet  afideall  merit  of  works,  fAtff  being  utterly  in* 
confittent  with  the  notion  of  free  and  entire  grace.  Tht  fe 
things  are  fo  dirtfUy  contrary  one  to  the  other*  that  they 
cannot  be  blended  together;  but  faJvatidn,  from  firftto 
muft  be  limply  of  the  one,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other,  as  the  proper  moving  caufc  of  it.  It  muft  be 
cither  of  grace,  or  of  debt,  (chap*  iv.  4.) 

7  What  then,  upon  the  wholes  is  the  true  ftate  of 
the  cafe?  why  it  Hands,  in  Ihort,  thus;  The  generality 
of  rhe  Jews  bave  not  obtained  righrcouftietof  juililica* 
tion,  which  they  eamefUy  defire  and  endeavour 

to  acquire}  becaufe  they  feck  it  not  by  faith,  hut  as  it 
were  by  the  works  of  the  law,  (chap,  ii,  31,  3  a.}  whieU 
ihews  that  it  is  not  to  be  had  in  a  way  of  merit*  But 
rhofe  of  that  cleft  nation,  whom  God  has  ebofen  to  fal* 
vation  *,  by  a  mere  aft  of  his  own  free  will,  through 
fanRif cation  of  the  Spirit,  and  belief  vf  the  truths  (2 
Thef.  ii,  13*)  have  obtained  righreoufnefs  to  eternal  life, 
thro1  faith  in  him  who  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righte* 
dufkefs  to  every  one  that  believes,  (chap*  x-  a.);  and  the 
reft  of  the  JfraeStes  after  the  flefh,  that  were  left  to  them* 
fetvea  according  to  their  own  deferts,  became 

blind  and  flupid  f ,  hardned  and  obftinate,  with  regard 
to  Chrift,  and  the  way  of  falvation  by  him  \  fa  that  they 
(tumbled  at  him  through  their  own  impenitence  and  un¬ 
belief,  which  feive  them  without  excu  re¬ 
ft  And,  fevere  as  this  doctrine  may  feem  to  fame, 
we  have  plain  traces  of  it  in  the  feripturea  of  the  Old 
Te  foment,  where  inlhnces  of  this  kind  among  the 
Jews  are  recorded  in  former  days,  which  may  be  cen¬ 
tered  as  examples,  and  prophetic  hints  of  what  would 
come  topafs  in  after-ages,  according  to  what  is  written 
ia  Ifaiatis  prophecy,  ( chap *  vi*  9,  10.)  Go  and  tell  this 
people ,  Hear  ye  indeed,  but  underjland  not  ;  And  fee  in * 
deed,  but  perceive  not ♦  Make  the  heart  of  this  people  fat ; 
and  make  their  ears  heavy,  and  fimt  their  eyes  %  left  they 

fie 


N  O  T  E  fl. 


*  The  abftntt  is  here  pur  f ot  the  concrete, 
the  titflid*  for  the  r!t&,  a*  the  drew  ft  fan  i* 
put  for  the  cirtftfttf i/V,  chap-  in-  JO'  *v* 
jv  They  might  be  thus  oiled  #  lo  figntfy, 
that  tkflTon  w«  the  origin*}  fprio g  of  their 
ooTcrGon,  and  of  ill  their  happiwfs ; 

her*  is  evidently  one  electron  within  anodicr; 
vm  more  fpccfol,  to  faving  benefits,  oot  of 
her,  ntoir  ^ntrj)>  to  cwcrnil  priwle^s* 
t  By  the  An#  nto  wiiifhdis,  It 


would  h*Ye  been,  the  r*ji  bevt  wt  riWnrrf  i 
Kelt  the  ar>oftb  nther  chofe  to  fay,  ihtrejf 
were  bU&dtd^  to  iniiinott,  that  the  prvpcr 
uricof  their  not  obtUTmi£  what  they  taught 
for,  wa*  nut  xtny  degree  U  Cod  about 
but  tlie «ilfu)  blindticfs  and  hitnlnefi  of  thrir 
own  minds  and  heart  t,  which  made  them 
fturnMe  at  Cliritt  to  their  ovio  pcrdiibtt, 
dv*p<  is  34. 

i  i  * 
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ftoold  not  hew,  with  their  and  bear  with  their  earr%  and  under* 
uou>  *“  Jtand  with  their  hearty  and  convert)  and  be  healed  $  and 


{chap.  xxix.  to,)  The  L?rd  hath  poured  out  upon  you  the 
fpirit  of  deepjleepf  and  hath  chfcd  your  eyes*  Thefe  aw¬ 
ful  paflaget  are  applicable  to  the  people  of  thefe  times. 


and  plainly  amount  to  this.  That  for  their  refolute  in¬ 
fidelity,  God  has,  in  a  judicial  manner,  and  in  terrible 
righteoufne&j  given  them  up  to  their  own  ftupjd  and 
obdurate  temper,  which  would  not  attend  to  his  awake* 


mug  and  repeated  warnings,  but  chofe  to  deep  on,  that 
they  might  take  their  reft,  without  any  dHhirbance  of 
their  carnal  fecurity  :  By  his  thus  juftly  withdrawing 
from  them,  and  leaving  them  to  the  wickcdnefs  of  their 
own  beans,  and  the  power  of  Satan,  tbe  eyes  of  their 
minds  are  fo  blinded,  that,  as  they  would  not,  they  i 


Oiall  not  fee  the  clear  revelation  which  God  has  made 


p  And  David 

feith,  h<t  thdr 
table  be  made  a 

fourc 


to  them  of  the  way  of  their  duty  and  happiuefs  :  And 
their  ears  are  fo  throughly  deafned,  that  as  they  would 
not,  they  (hall  not  hearken  to,  and  be  reclaimed  by, 
the  ioudeft  voice  of  judgment  and  mercies,  or  the  moft 
alarming  and  engaging  mefHiges  of  his  fervants;  (fee 
the  note  on  chap.  ix.  i8.):Thus  it  was  of  old  j  and  thus 
it  continues  to-be  with  many  of  the  unbelieving  Jews 
down  to  this  prefeiit  time. 

9  And  the  like  is  fpoken  of  in  a  prophetic  P/ahn  of 
the  Me£lah\  days,  {P/aL  Ixix.  32,  23.)  where,  to  lhew 
that  it  is  for  their  own  ahufes  of  God's  goodnefs  that 
any  are  thus  given  up  by  him  to  thechofen  way  of  their 
own  perverfe  hearts  *,  David t  fpeaktirg  of  the  public 
enemies  of  God,  and  religion,  arid  carrying  his  view- 
forward  to  the  enemies  of  Chrijlt  fays,  under  the  form 
of  an  imprecation,  not  with  a  revengeful  temper,  but  by 
way  of  prediction,  under  an  impulfe  of  the  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  As  they  gave  him  gall  for  bit  meat ,  and  vinegar 

t9 


N  O 

*  Tiat  (Ms  liTjcth  rfilm  was  prophetic 

rtf  the  M tfaK  appear*  from  fcvrral  fu&gc 
in  it;  a*  (vriinlarty  from  ?tr,  p.  iniiter  if* 
the  vtrf;  that  sim urfd lately  prccoki  thtkfc 
wfiR-h  J\z  as  they  are  rerv- 

rfcrvrf  rbe  :  F«r  the  ptli  and  uft 

iftrfc*  are  cxprel'sly  cited,  and  interpreted  in 
the  Hew  Tcffimeiir,  in  an  application  oi 
them  fo  thrift,  John  ii*  i|.  Riffli.  3, 
Mirth*  xxvii,  3*,  48*  and  John  xjx  xg+ 
Accordingly  what  fuid  of  thorfc  that 

urere  cncffiH.*  to  himt’clf,  who  was  a  type  o / 
Chrift,  may  juflly  he  applied  to  the  unbe- 
JiLvii'p  Tt’W,  that  fot  thcmieivei  ^airift  ;he 
Ttl-ftiJi ;  01  he  may  he  Hippofcd  to  perforate 
Cbrift ,  hi  tlenttnoi-if to i?£  of  judgmcnii  afaiofl 
hir  incorrigible  chcjhic*  ihzi  crucified  him : 


T  E* 

And  though  itw  royal  Pfal'jmJt  might  driver 
thefe  word*  ’Under  the -form  of  an  impreea* 
t*ony  we  ait  hoi  10  imagine  that  they  pro* 
cccJal  from  bit  oco  private  tpiri*,  hut  from 
the  fpirit  of  prophecy,  by  which  he  then 
fpoke;  and  couIccpctiiJy  we  ought  not  to 
think  oorielve*  warranted  from  hence,  in  1- 
fwjj  any  imprecation*  upon  others  from  1 
fpirit  of  revenge,  or  under  pretence  of  pzoit; 
zeal  tgainft  the  enemies  of  Chrift  and  rdi* 
gion.  Befrta,  the  Kdrrw  verbs  there  ulcl, 

may  he,  and  found imes  are,  rendered  in  the 
future  tcnfcof  the  indicative  mood,  »  well  as 
in  the  imperative  mood ;  and  fo  may  be  con* 
fidered  rather  a*  prediction*  of  what  voafJ  lt\ 
than  as  imprecations  of  wha t  one  imu/ii  ip:n 
to  be-  See  D*  fTiitfjfs  »o*rt  on  thi*  :cju- 
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£wt,  and  *  trap, 
and  a  flonibliig- 
t lock,,  and  a  re- 
fompaitt  unto 
them. 


to  Let  their 

tytt  he  dtf  killed, 
that  they  maf  not 
kt  *  and  bow 

down  cbdr  back 

alwif. 


it  I  -fay  then. 
Have  they  (turn* 
tied  that  they 

&uul4  fJl  ?  God 
forbid; 


dirmi*  (Pfal*  Ixix*  ai«)  let  bitteri!ef9  and  death  min* 
gle  with  all  that  they  pride  themfelves  in,  and  rate  their 
happinrfsbyj  let  the  bountiful  {applies  of  providence, 
which  Ibould  have  been  ufed  with  temperance  and 
thankfidmrfs,*  bur  which  they  have  abufed  to  the  pam* 
peiing  of  their  fenfuai  appetites,  and  {polling  all  tafte 
for  fpiritual,  holy,  and  heavenly  things,- be  fuffered  ro 
entangle  them,  like  filly  birds  in  a  tnare:  Let  all  that 
Jbould  have  been  fir  their  welfare^  (Pfah  btix*  22.)  be 
as  a  trap  to  catch  and  hold  them  fall,  like  wild  beafts, 
in  the  darknefs,  prejudices,  and  carnality  of  their  own 
minds:  And,  as  they  pcrverfely  Humble  at  Chrift,let 
their  enjoyments,  through  their  abufts  of  them,  be  an 
occafiou  of  their  (tumbling,  like  blind  and  drunken 
men,  that  fall  to  their  own  perdition.  And  let  all  this 
be  the  juft  reward  of  their  difobedicnce  and  infidelity, 
according  to  their  own  defms* 

10  As  they  hate  the  light,  and  indulge  to  their  own 
pride  and  luxury,  which  debate  the  foul;  and  as  they 
refohitely  per  lift  in  their  rebellion  againft  Chrift,  and 
againftaUtHe  Authoritative  and  endearing  methods  of  pro¬ 
vidence  and  graces  let  them,  according  to  the  natural 
Tendency  of  luch  evil  courfcs,  be  delivered  up,  in  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  to  their  direful  effects  ; 
even  unto  the  blinding  of  their  minds  with  rcfpo£t  to 
things  which  arc  rooft  excellent,  and  which  concern 
their  everlafting  peace,  that  they  may  nor  fee  the  way 
of  their  efcape  from  deferred  wrath  and  ruin*  Ami  do 
thou,  O  Lord,  in  juft  retribution  for  their  refolute  con¬ 
tempt  of  thy  SOU,  and  of  all  thy  mercies,  keep  them  un¬ 
der  perpetual  bondage  to  the  powers  of  this  world 
and  to  Satan  and  their  own  corruptions,  like  flaves, 
whofe  hacks  are  bent  with  labour,  and  whofe  loins  con* 
tinually  JiaJtef  {Pfal.  Uix*  23*)  by  carrying  heavy  btn- 
dens  under  the  yoke  of  the  molt  oppreflive  tyrants  :  And 
fince  they  arefo  fenfuai  and  carnal,  as  10  feck  andchoofe 
this  world  for  a  portion,  let  them  go  on  to  pore  upon 
earthly  things,  and  never  have  a  heart  given  them  to 
look  up  towards  heaven,  and  con verfe  with  things  above* 

11  But  from  what  has  now  been  faid  about  God’s 

p 

having  referred  only  a  (mall  remnant  of  the  Jfurs,  and 
fejc&ed  the  reft  for  their  unbelief,  which  by  this  time 
is  become  a  national  fiD,  as  their  priefts  and  rulerSi  and 
all  ranks  aod  orders  -of  people  among  .them  have  gene¬ 
rally 


"NOTE. 


4  Hew  an  a]  hi  Go  n  to  the  flare  of  here  riled*  11  the  frard  per  fit  n 

Ytftfl iaa  in  thrir  driver arut  from  it  iurimalcs,  th^i  God  hurl  a  rr^Jneou^  hap<t 

uoicKGod  faltl*  He  W  {bent  go  *prijhtt  in  infilling  (hb  puuistuocDt  0 1  thus  iniquity 

(Lcv/xxtL  13,}  Aod  a?  the  terb  {rv/-  upon  them. 
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bUtrafhVr 

through  their  IA\ 
ftlvarion  rs  come 
nuro  the  Gem  ties, 
for  to  provoke 
flies  to  juloufy, 


4 


ally  gone  inio  ir,  tnuft  wz  hence  conclude,  that  God  has 
ftjffgred  them  wfturableatChriiito  tbcir  own  perdition, 
{chap,  ix*  32.}  io  the  end  that  the  n/bolt  body  of  them* 
as  a  nation  f,  fhouid  fall  (**  from  their  amieut 

privileges*  to  their  utter  ruin,  and  that  irrecoverably 
and  for  ever  ?  Is  this  God*s  defign  ip  fo  awful  a  difpen- 
fation?  an4  lhall  this  be  the  fad  event?  No*  by  no  means, 
[ft*  ytrotTa]  far  be  it  from  us  to  entertain  a  thought,  fo 
injurious  to  his  mercy  and  his  faith  fuinefs  :  But  we  mu  ft 
rather  conclude,  as  me  event  thews  in  o^eafure  already* 
and  as  in  future  times  wilt  more  fully  appear,  that  God 
gracioully  and  wifely  ddigned,  and  accordingly  has  or* 
dered  in  hi$  providence,  that  their  offence,  (*<*f*Tr**«Tj) 
by  falling  into  the  fin  of  obftinarely  reje&ing  Chrift, 
fhould  be  over-ruled,  and  turned  into  an  occafion  of  the 
gofpel's  being  the  fooncr  fent  to  the  Gentiles  f  as  the 
means  of  their  felvation*  (dffs  xm.  46*  47*) ;  and  the 
ready  reception  it  Oiould  meet  with  among  that  idola¬ 
trous  people,  which  are  fo  much  the  object  of  JtwiJS 
detrftation  and  envy,  at>d  were  fo  unlikely  to  receive  it, 
was  defigned  and  ordered  to  be  a  further  means  of  trial 
to  the  Jtvss  t  h  em  (elves,  for  flirring  up  a  noble  emula¬ 
tion  among  them  to  equal,  and  even  exceed*  the  Gentiles 
in  faith  and  obedience,  that  fo  defptfed  a  people  might 
not  be  their  rivals,  and  carry  away  the  gofpeJ*  and  all 
its  privileges  and  Weflitigs  from  themfelves. 

11  And 


N  o 

f  Hew*  as  I  take  it,  the  apfdlle  adnnees 
In  his  argument  to  the  rejection  of  the 
(rad  calling  of  the  Gentiles*  ^  muoantly  coo* 
littered,  more  directly  and  fully  than  hither* 
to  :  For  though  he  bad  irucrfperfed  feme 

thoughts  of  this  tendency. in  the  preceding 

difecutfc,  from  the  18th  verfe  of  the  eighth 
chapter,  to  the  toth  verfenf  this,  to  prepare 
hia  way  gradually  lotfrat  point  which  he  knew 
would  be  ntrofl  of  all  provoking  to  the  Jrffj', 
end  even  o>  faroe  that  yc re  chrittUnized 
pmong  them;  yet  he  there,  in  n;y  humble 
ipjvn  ;*erftont  lpeak»  more  apparently  and 
Ur^riy  of fit  >W  blcflings,  at  difpenfed  vrilh 
a  fevcrvjgM  ctminfrion  between  God's  elcG 
pro  1  fltbcrj,  even  among  the  chofeii  body  of 
the  rfe^s,  m  well  a*  among  :lic  Gentik^  who 
were  made  partakers  of  the  means  of  grace 
for  hringing  about  God's  actual  delicti  cf 
merry  towards  multitudes  of  them  1  And  he 
there  iljurtram  his  argument  about  God's 
thuCjig  feme  and  rejecting  others,  by  in- 
rtanring  in  ft-tgh  perlotis,  fnch  as  Jacaht 
£/««,  and  Pitirwh*  and  by  ilt  children  0/ the 
pttmife*  that  arc  accounted  for  {be  jeed%  which 
he  calls  rf/imrtw/,  pftfrirn*  So  ttff  eledtCii  of 
Jtacfj  in  diftinft ion  from  the  Wrof  the  Ifi 
faef:h%  after  tfce  ficfli  out  of  which  they  were 

Eocfrop  tJiU  veife  to 


T  E, 

the  thc^poftfc  neither  makes  any  feck 

ifJttKifioti  of  feme  from  oihrrs  out  of  the 
feme  body  of  ^people,  oor  iJluft rates  his  ar¬ 
gument  with  fee h  ftrjonA  examples;  but 
fpeaks  chiefly*  though  not  confincdly,  of  a 
vtfihte  chnruh-ftate,  and  of  external  privileges, 
as  means  cf  falvaimn,  which  Jhosld  be  tnnf* 
hrred  from  the  Jev^rjh  nation  to  the  GerSiie 
world,  and  be  made  effcftoal  to  vail  numlicrs 
of  them ;  hut  which  jn  after* ages  fbould  !>e 
reftored*  with  glorious  and  eatcidWe  eSc^cy, 
to  the  Jews*  when  Go4  feonld  take  xw?y 
their  fins;  and  with  fliil  greater  enlargement 
to  the  G& tsiicu  Accordingly  he  rfprd^r; 
the  cove  nan  r  church  ftite  of  Ifraei  order^he 
figure  of  ageej  from  which  (bey, 

a»  a  nation,  had  cut  tTi&nfeEvcs  cK  by  unber 
lief,  and  into  wbkh  the  Gtnfi/at  like  ;hc 
branches  of  a  vild  ofiw -ircc,  w m  gtifred  ly 
feilh,  to  partake  of  all  its  privileges  and 
blefTings;  and  fpcaks  of  the  whole  nacivn  of 
the  jk-wj,  si  bqtj  in  a  foedent  lcnf;t  and  of 
the  gracious  regard  God  would  hereafter  Ihcw 
to  thorn,  on  account  of  their  national  elec* 
tion  fee  their  fiber's  fakes';  fe  that  they,  iu 
due  rime,  like  dons  of  the  good  olive  tree, 
fliould.be  irtfttd  again  Into  the  old  flock,  to 
partake  of  Its  ylnpc  fer  their  fpiritu^  be 


Ch.  n. 

u  N*<4  if  the 

fail  of  them  i* 
tbt  nthd  of  the 

world,  tin* 

dionroflring  of 
them  the  rirh« 
ef  the  Gerties, 
how  much  more 
that  fataeft  ? 


ParapSraJed. 


S°i 


13  Ftfrl  rpnlc 
to  you  OemiTest 
in  v  much  ns  I 
110  the  sportle  of 

the  GentScs,  I 
magnify  mine  t?f~ 
ice  7 


11  And  (^}  if  the  apoftacy  f  ™  of  the  Jrwr 

and  their  falling  off  from  God's  covenant,  fc  aft  T oW 
no  longer  his  peculiar  people,  be  made  a  proper  occafion, 

in  the  counfeb  and  method?  of  divine  wihlona.  for  the 

*  ^ 

fooner  enriching  of  the  Gtniili  world  with  the  gofpel* 
revelation,  which  contains  the  moil  iueftimaUe  bkffings, 
and  makes  them  rich  toward  God  that  by  faith  receive 
it:  And  if  the  fauh  of  the  Jews  in  lofiirg  their  many 
privileges  *,  nod  the  defeft  of  believers,  as  to  the 
fmall  number  oi  perfoits  of  that  char  after  among  them,- 
be  made  an  oc  often  of  bringing  the  unfcarchaWe  rich- 
es  of  Cbrilt*  the  more  fpeedtly  to  the  poor  ckltkote 
nations  round  about  them ;  how  much  mure  will  the 
faith  of  the  Gentiles  be  confirmed,  and  yetpearcr  mul¬ 
titudes  of  them  be  converted*  to  their  abundant  joy  and 
glory «  when  the  time  (hall  come  for  the  whole  body  of 
the  Jeivs  to  be  natipnally  taken  into  covenant  again, 
and  rtftor^d  to  a  complete  enjoyment  of  the  bkJTuigs 
which  they  now  lejeft  by  unbelief  ? 

13  It  ie  with  the  greareft  pleafure  that  I  fpeak  of  this 
eminent  advantage,  which  has  arofe,  and  will  ft  til  fur¬ 
ther  accrue  to  the  Gentiles:  For  I  mention  it  particu¬ 
larly  to  you,  the  Gentile  part  of  the  church  at  Romet 
for  your  comfort  and  joy  ;  becaufe  I  am  in  a  peculiar 
manner  appointed,  and  fent  by  Chrift,  to  be  the  chief 
of  his  apulilcti,  to  miniftcr  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles* 
wherever  I  come,  or  have  opportunity  for  it:  And  how 
much  foera  feme  may  envy,  and  others  defpife  me, 
and  be  enraged  at  me  for  this  j  I  count  it  an  exceeding 
honourable  mini  dry,  that  is  committed  to  me,  (wJ«* 

p*  f*S*t*}  I  glory  in  it,  and  glorify  God  for  it,  and 
for  the  remarkable  fucccfs,  which,  by  his  grace,  has  al¬ 
ready  attended  my  difeharge  of  it,  and  which  will  be 
its  blefled  confluence  yet  more  abundantly,  when  the 
futnels  of  the  Gfntiks  fir-ail  come  in. 

14  1  mention  thefe  things  to  your  joy  *f  not  from  any 
difrefpeft  or  ill- will  to  my  countrymen,  the  Jews*  nor 
to  encourage  your  infukiug  them  ;  but  with  an  affec¬ 
tionate  coocem  alfo  for  them,  and  good  defign  toward 

***&*  them;  and  I  fliould  heartily  rejoice,  if  it  may  pleafe 
God  fo  far  to  own  hie,  as  that  now  at  length  by  tbisf 
if  not  by  other  means  which  I  have  tried,  l  might  (fir 
up  fome  of  them,  who  arc  iny  kindred  according  to  the 
flcfh,  to  a  holy  define  and  endeavour,  by  divine  grace, 
to  outflrip  the  Gentiles  in  their  reception  of  Chrift  and 

the 

Note, 

*  The  SmxtMur  ( [t ,  nr?*^)  fifniliej  the  vi  7.)  which  is  the  only  phee  betide* 
fiifk  or  is  rendered  /wit)  (1  Or.  vlicc  it  ii  ufed  in  th*r  New  Tcftauwnt.  * 


t4  Tf  by  u»y 
inripi  |  nuy  pro- 

t;Ac  to  cmoli' 
fion  th'rtt  which 
mj  fldbT  aid 
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might  fare  feme 
of  them. 


if  Pot  if  the 
calling  away  of 
tbcm  be  the  re¬ 
conciling  of  the 
workl  j  what  flail 
tlir  receiving  of 
them  hct  but  lite 
from  the  dead? 


tG  For  if  the 

firQ-frnir  be  hrtty, 
the  Jnmp  h  alfo 

hotj  :  and  if  the 

foot 


£ 


the  gofpcl;  and  whofe  nation  I  anus  tenderly  and  warm¬ 
ly  affe&ed  to,  as  tho>  they  were  members  of  my  own  na¬ 
tural  body  :  And  it  is  my  great  ambition  to  be  a  happy 
inftrumenr,  in  the  hand  of  theSptrtt,  for  recovering  fome, 
at  lead,  of  them,  by  this  means*  from  their  unpcntteoce 
and  unbelief}  and  for  bringing  thtfm  into  the  way  of  fal- 
vatioti,  in  order  to  their  deliverance,  through  Jefbs  Chrift, 
from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  their  inheriting  eternal  life* 

1 5  But  to  return;  I  fay  that  the  national  con  veriion  of 
the  Jews  hereafter  will  be  an  exceeding  great  advantage 
to  the  GentiUi  z  For  if  God’s  rejecting  the  Jewst  and 
throwing  them  out  of  hisyifible covenant,  for  their  obfti* 
nate  infidelity, be  turned  into  an  occafionof  hishaftening 
to  fend  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles*  fot  bringing  them  into 
a  Hate  of  favour  with  him,  thro’  faith  in  his  Son :  What  a 
wonderful  effeG  will  there  be  of  God’s  receiving  the  Jews 
again  into  his  covenant,  wheiuhereihaUbcagenefalcon* 
verfion  of  them,  and  he  (hall  reilorethem  to  their  original 
church-lUte  and  privileges, through  theirem bracing  their 
own  MdEah  by  faith?  This  will  be  fuch  a  furpHzing,  dc~ 
lightful,  unexpected,  fudden,  and  glorious  event,  as  will 
caufe  abundant  joy  to  the  believing  Gentiles*  and  will  be  a 
means  of  quickening  vail  multitudes  among  them  to  the 
Jife.ofGod,  who, tilhhen, remained  dead  in  tf efpaffes  and 
fins ;  yea,  it  will  make  fuch  a  beautiful,  lovely,  aqd  iiluftri- 
ous  change  in  the  face  of  the  whole  church  as  will  be  like 
a  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  And  this  general  convert 
lion  of  the  Jews  is  hy  no  means  to  be  defpaired  of. 

1 6  For  as  the  offering  of  the'firfWrairs  *  fanSified 
the  whole  harveft,  and  the  offering  of  a  cake  fan&ified 
the  whole  mafs  of  dough  ;  fo  if  Abraham  was  viGbly 
feparated  to  the  Lord,  and  became  federally  holy  by 
that  svtrlafling  covenant  which  he  efiabUJbed  with  hhn* 
to  be  rf  God  to  him*  tind  to  hie  feed  after  him  in  their  ge* 
aerations*  {Gen.  xvii.  7,  19*);  then*  in  the  like  cove- 
nant-fenfr,  the  whole  body  of  his  defendants  are  holy, 
as  a  church  vifibly  confecrated  to  the  Lord;  And  as 
branches  partake  of  the  nature  of  their  root ;  fo  if  A - 

braham* 

r  E. 

of  dough,  lev.  xniii*  10,— tj,  and  NamK 
ip,  to,  it  *  And  it  is  evident  from  the 
then  prefect  ftate  of  Ifi that  when  tlw 
a  polite  fpcalu  of  the  whole  cation  of  the 
'Jews  as  ioSfr  it  cannot  be  meant  of  a  ferfo* 
sal  and  but  of  4  relative  and  exur- 

nai  holixufe,  as  perfen*  and  tbms*  that  were 
ft  footed  to  \ht  f.otdp  were  counted  hly  \  and 
Jb  the  whole  nation  of  the  7froj,  iflchifive  «r 
their  feed,  were  commonly  llyinl  an 

in  difHnflhn  from  tbt  nations  that 

were  out  of  the  pale  of  the  covenant.  Dml. 

t,  11,  and  xxvi,  ifi,  ja.  JA.vi.zi. 

Uss.via.a4.  and  ^ 


.  NO 

*  By  the  firfl+frmtot  feme  nnderftand  the 
rw  Jc xttijb  convert*  which  at  hrft  entered 
nto  tnc  Chriftian  church,  and  were  accepted 
of  God  But  though  )  havcglair.cd&tthis, 
1  rather  iodine,  with  others,  to  take  the  firft- 
frviii  and  the  rcar,  to  mean  the  feme  things 
under  different  alhdions;  and  to  Ggnify  the 
Jrvfiijb  patriarchs,  and  especially  Abrohatn^ 
with  whom  the  covenant  was  firft  made,  from 
whom  the  wh^tc  nation  ard  by  whom 

was  corvf  crated  to  G<*d,  at  the  offering  of 
the  firfl-fridts  fea&ificd  the  whole  projoft  of 
the  harydt,  and  (he  offering  of  a  rake,  or  of 
two  w*vc~toavcs,  fenttUkd  the  whole  lump 


Ch.  iu 

loot  2w  Wy, 
ere  the  branch 
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ft 


tf  AodUfotne 

of  the  branches 

be  broken  off, 
and  them,  being 
a  v9d  oKvr^ree, 
were  graffed  in 
imoogit  them  , 

and 


br&ham,  who  was  the  root  of  adrtriaiftrarioo  to  the  Jew- 
ijk  church  and  nation,  as  their  natural  and  foedeul  fa* 
ttaer,  were  relatively  holy  by  the  conftitution  of  that 
covenant  which  was  made  with  him  and  his  feed 5  then 
his  natural  poftcriry,  considered  as  fpringing  from  him, 
and  included  in  that  covenant,  moft  be  relatively  holy 
too.  And  therefore  there  is  abundant  ground  to  hope, 
that,  though  the  generality  of  the  prefent  generation 
have  cut  off  themfelves,  and  their  natural  feed,  from 
their  covenant  church  ftate,  and  all  its  privileges,  by 
their  unbelief  ;  yet,  in  after-ages,  from  the  love  which 
God  bears  to  them,  as  a  community,  and  from  the  na~ 
tional  election  he  has  made  of  them,  for  their  fathers 
fakes,  {ver.  26.}  he  will  be  fo  gradoufiy  mindfu]  of 
his  eve  flailing  covenant,  as  to  convert  the  body  of  them 
to  the  faith  of  Chtifl,  and  thereby  bring  them  and 
their  feed  into  all  the  privileges  of  a  church  ftate  again: 
Some  little  fpetimen,  pledge,  and  earneft  of  which  he 
has  already  given,  in  the  few  of  them  that  are  already 
actually  called,  as  a  fort  of  firft-fruits  to  God. 

17  And  if  fome,  (fee  the  note  on  ver.  25.)  vea,  e- 
ven  the  main  body  of  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham  *, 
that  fprang  from  him,  as  branches  from  their  root,  are 
cut  off  from  their  covenant-claim  for  their  unbelief; 
and  if  any  of  you,  who  are  Gentiles ,  and  as  fuch  were 
in  your  natural  condition  fir  angers  to  the  covenants  if 
premife ,  (tph.  ii.  12.)  and  like  branches  of  a  wild  0- 
live  tree,  were  ufelefs  and  unprofitable,  worthy  to  be 
rcjecled,  and  fit  for  burning ;  if,  neverthclcfc,  by  the 
wonderful  kindnefs  of  God,  contrary  to  all  reafonable 
evpedation,  and  to  the  cuftom  of  men,  who  ufe  to 
graft  the  branch  of  a  fruitful  tree  into  a  wild  ftock,  you 
were. incorporated  into  a  church- ftate  under  Abrakeaefc 
covenant,  as  his  fpiritual  children,  through  faith  in 
Chrift,  {Gal.  iii.  29.)  together  with  thofe  of  his  natu¬ 
ral  offspring  that  believe;  and  fo  are  like  the  cion  of  a  wild 
ftock  f,  that  is  inferred,  with  its  buds,  among  the  na- 

N  O  T  E  S.  tural 


*  For  underltanrting  this  and  ferae  follow¬ 
ing  rer «  arc  to  con  fitter,  that  v  God's 
covenant  firrt  made  with  Abraham  and 
bn  feed,  bt  is  meant  by  thews/;  ami  the 
vif:Me  church  of  Jfratt*  as  fringing  from  him* 
and  from  that  covenant  made  with  him,  U 
miant  by  the  afiw  tree*  as  it  ii  repre¬ 
sented  under  this  figure.  Jet*  xi,  id,  and 
Hof  xir.  d.  and  by  the  fntncfi  of  the  olive  tree* 
»  meant  the  btctjhm  and  whidi 

belonged  to  their  church-ftatet  by  virtue  of 
(hat  wawnt, ,  Accordingly  the  natural 
briKchci  ft^mfy  Abraham's  offeprtng  after  the 
flrlh;  and  tf  c  otivc  inc%  lignite  the 


covenant;  and  their vnth  fimt  «f 
the  natural  branches  of the  root  and  fulntfs  of  the 
ohvt  tree,  figmfies  the  believing  Gentiles  be~ 
ing  admitted  to  lhare  equally  noth  the  bdi> 
vrog  Jews*  in  all  the  b  Idlings  and  privilege* 
of  tlie  covenant  made  with  Ahra hat*  and  hu 
feed,  and  of  the  church -ft ate  into  which  God 
had  brought  them* 

f  Grafting  a.  branch*  which  iff  always  with 
its  tefr,”  ftf  ongly  intimates,  ad  here  applied 
to  believing  Gmtilcs*  that  they  are  brought 

into  Abraham's  covenant  with  their  children, 

to  partake  of  the  fame  privileges  to  which 
tlie  children  of  believing  Jewt  were  intitlcd, 
and  from  which  (Hole  of  nobelievcn  among 
them  wciv  cut  tilTt  together  with  their  jja* 

mitk. 
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mod  wUIj  thm 
ptmbft  of  the 
nw  sen]  fatoeft 
of  die  dive-tree; 


ttt  Bbdlwu* 
gkhftibt  branch¬ 
es;  hot  if  tboo 
boait*  tliqa  bor¬ 
ed  not  tlie  root, 
hoi  AeraBtibcb 


jp  Thou  wilt 
then*  The 
bnnchrv  tm 
broken  of,  that  ( 
inight  be  £vrfcd 

JAn 


v*Wt«;  bc- 
e^uieof  uobctfef 
Jthey  were  broken 
ef,  end  thou 
*  iUndeft 


tara!  branches  of  a  good  tree :  And  if,  with  thofe  be* 
litriog  Jews,  you  are  made  partaker  of  all  the  promi- 
Cn  and  ordinances,  privileges  and  bleffings  of  the  gra¬ 
cious  covenant  nude  with  Abraham^  as  though  you 
yourfclf  had  been  one  of  hisi  natural  and  believing  de¬ 
scendants,  {GaL  iii.  14,  and  Epb-  iii.  6.)  and  fi>  ate 
like  a  graft,  which  derives  fap  from  the  root,  and  is 
noarilhed  by  the  generous  juices  of  a  good  olive  tree, 
(wr.  xy.)  to  make  it  flourishing  and  fruitful:  If,  I  far, 
you  are  thus  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord ; 

18  Take  heed  of  vaunting  againft  thofe  7rwr,  who, 
becaofe  of  their  unbelief,  are  caft  out  of  God’s  vifible 
church,  like  branches  that  are  eat  off  from  their  own 
good  tree ;  do  not  entertain  a  high  conceit  of  yourfelf, 
as  if  you  were  more  worthy  than  they,  and  might  now 
defpife  and  infult  over  them,  as  they  formerly  dealt  by 
you :  Out  if  you  find  any  evil  difpofition  to  haughttnels 
aod  infotcucc,  and  to  a  contemptuous  flight  of  them, 
on  this  account  $  remember  that,  as  the  branch  of  a  tree 
do  not  bear  the  root,  but  the  root  the  branch  ;  fo  you, 
of  the  Gentile  race,  that  are  but  like  a  branch,  and 
that  an  engrafted  one,  among  the  believing  Jew s,  con¬ 
tributed  nothing  to  Abraham,  or  bis  defeendante,  as 
God’s  covenant  was  made  with  him  and  his  feed;  but 
you  derive  all  your  church-privileges,  through  them, 
from  him,  as  the  father  ef  many  nations,  even  ef  all 
them  that  believe,  (chap.  iv.  11,  17,  1 8.)  and  by  car¬ 
rying  it  fcorn  folly  to  them,  who  like  natural  branches 
Iprong  from  him,  you  in  a  manner  infult  over  Abra¬ 
ham  himfetf,  who,  like  a  root,  originally  bore  them,  and 
now  bears  you. 

19  But  perhaps,  one  or  another  of  you,  Gentile  con¬ 
verts,  may  obje£k  againft  what  has  been  offered  to  check 
your  vainboatlmg  againft  the  Jews,  that  they  were  cut 
off  from  their  church  ft  ate  and  privileges  by  rbe  wife 
ordination  and  djfpofal  of  God,  in  order  to  the  making 
of  room  for  me,  and  other  Gentile  believers,  to  be  in- 
ferted  in  their  places,  as  a  cion  is  grafted  on  a  tree,  to 
fop  ply  the  place  of  dead,  withering,  or  fruiilefs  bran¬ 
ches,  that  have  been  juftly  and  prudently  taken  away 
from  it :  And  therefore  1  may  have  Tome  reafon  to  think 
better  of  myfelf  (Ran  of  them  ;  and  to  look  upon  them 
with  dtfdain,  as  the  moft  abandoned  wretches. 

30  Well,  admitting  this  to  be  one  great  defign  of 
God  in  this  difpenfation ;  yet  it  is  to  be  confidered,  th.it 
it  was  becaufe  they  rejected  Chrift,  and  the' way  of  lal- 
vation  by  him,  through  their  obilinste  unbelief,  that 
God  caft  them  out  of  bis  vifible  church  and  covenant, 

and 
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And  removed  his  gofpel  from  them  to  you:  Aod  you 
ihould  ever  remember,  chat  it  is  only  by  faith,  which 
you  credibly  profcfs  to  have,  in  Jefus  Chrift,  as  youg 
only  Saviour,  chat  you  have  been  bronght  into  their 
privileges,  and  have  hitherto  flood  in  pofleflioa 

of  them.  Let  thefe  conGderations  therefore  be  a  can¬ 
non  to  yon,  that  you  may  not  give  wayjto  a  conceit  of 
your  own  worth  inefc,  ami  a  contempt  of  others,  or  to 
lelf -confidence  of  our  own  ability  to  perfevere  in  yonr 
holy  profcfllon  ;  but  that  you  labour,  in  -the  Arength  of 
divine  grace,  and  in  the  ufe  of  all  appointed  means,  to 
main  rain  an  awful  reverence  of  God,  with  an  humble 
model!  diffidence  of  yourfelf,  and  godly  jeaSouly  over 
your  own  hean,  and  a  holy  fear  of  finning  and  falling, 
after  their  example,  by  unbelief,  which  you  are  natu¬ 
rally  as  prone  to  as  they,  and  of  thereby  offending  and 
provoking  him  to  call  you  off  likewife. 

2<  For  if  God,  in  bis  righteous  judgment, . did  not 

think  fit  to  bear  fo  far  with  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham, 
at  to  cad  them  off  for  their  unbelief,  though  they  were 
his  ancient  covenant  people,  you  have  juft  reafon  to  fear, 
left,  if  you  indulge  to  pride  and  unbelief,  he  ihould  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  like  exnenuty  again  ft  you,  for  abuGng  hie 
grace,  whereby  he  has,  10  contrary  to  all  your  defens, 
taken  you,  who  were  not  of  hie  people,  into  their  pri¬ 
vileges. 

Obfervc  therefore,  and  ferloufly  refled  upon,  the 
wonderful  benignity'^  w)  of  God,  in  free  vouch¬ 
safe  m  cuts  of  mercy  and  goodnefs  on  one  hand  j  and  up¬ 
on  the  ftridnefs  of  hi*  juftice,  {**«**<<••}  in  cutting  off, 
on  the  other,  that  are  difplaycd  in  this  difpenfation  ;  I 
mean  the  ctaft  and  unyielding  juftice,  which  he  baa 
(hewn  in  taking  away  the  gofpel  from  the  JtTiitJb  na¬ 
tion,  that  fell  from  their  covenant' privileges  by  unbe¬ 
liefs  but  the  remarkable  and  un defer ved  kindnefs  which 
he  has  extended  toward  you,  who  lay  among  the  out- 
caft  GentiUf,  in  fending  his  gofpel  to  yon,  and  opening 
your  heart  to  receive  it,  as  you  profefs  to  do i  and  (o 
taking  you  into  his  church,  and  admitting  you  to  all  its 
glorious  privileges  and  Mellings,  which  will  be  hi  (flings 
indeed,  in  cafe  you,  by  an  humble  fattb,  (hall  continue 
within  the  fpbere  of  hitTgoodnefs  :  But  if,  through  pride 
and  unbelief,  you  abufe  this  merciful  difpenfation,  God 
will  aifo  un-church  you,  together  with  all  fuch  nomi¬ 
nally  Chrifttan  G tut Hes t  as  he  has  the  Jevjs\  and.  yon, 
as  well  as  they,  (hall  be  cut  off  from  bis  vifible  cove¬ 
nant,  and  from  all  the  blclfiags  pertaining  to  if. 

?3  And 
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23  A  nd  to  return  to  what  has  been  already  fnggefl- 
ed,  (wr.  ii, — 16.)  If  the  JevsiJb  nation  do  not  flill  con¬ 
tinue  refolurely  to  rejeQ  their  only  Meffiab,  by  perill¬ 
ing  id  unbelief,  even  they  fhall  be  taken  into  God's 
church  and  covenant  again.  And  it  is  far  from  being 
vnfuppofabU)  that  they  flioold  be  recovered  from  their 
incredulity,  aod  Co  reltored  to  their  aotient  privileges : 
For  how  defperate  foever  their  prefent  condition  may 
feem  to  be,  like  branches  cut  off1  and  withered,  and 
quite  dead  $  yet  the  great  God,  with  whom  all  things 
are  poffible,  can  as  eafily  convert  them,  and  fo  graft 
them  again,  through  faith  in  Chrift,  into  the  covenant 
of  Abraham  their  father,  from  which  they  had  cut  tbem- 
fetves  off  by  unbelief,  as  be  has  the  believing  Gentiles  f 
who  formerly  “were  “without  Cbrijl,  being  aliens  from  the 
commomseahb  of  Ifraei \  and grangers  from  the  covenants 
of  promife,  having  no  hope,  and  “without  God  in  the  “world, 
(Eph.  ii.  12.) 

24  Nor  is  it  at  all  incmccivtahle  or  improbable f  that 
God,  in  bis  due  time,  (hould  deal  thus  gracioufly  with 
his  indent  people,  the  Jews:  For  if  you,  who  was  a 
Gentile  by  birth,  were  taken  out  from  among  the  idola¬ 
trous  nations,  that  never  had  been  iocluded  In  Abra- 
hands  covenant  before,  and  were,  by  nature,  as  worth¬ 
less,  defpicable,  and  ufeiefs  as  the  branches'  of  a  wild 
olive  tree  ;  and  if  you,  by  fuperoatural  grace,  were 
brought  into  the  covenant  of  promifes,  to  partake  of  all 
the  privileges  of  the  church  of  God,  which  is  like  graft¬ 
ing  the  cion  of  a  wild  olive,  dtre&ly  contrary  to  its  own 
nature,  ■  into  a  good  olive  tree,  to  mend  and  entirely 
change  its  qualities,  and  make  it  fruitful }  bow  much 
snore  reasonable  is  it  to  fuppofe  that  the  nation  of  the 
Jews,  who  are  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham,  (hall,  thro* 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus,  be  brought  back  into  the  cove¬ 
nant  and  church  of  God  again,  from  which  they  had 
cut  themf elves  off  by  their  infidelity,  that  they  may  par¬ 
take  of  all  its  virtue  for  their  fpiritual  benefit }  this  will 
be  but  like  cutting  off  the  branches  of  a  good  olive  tree, 
and  grafting  them  again  into  their  own  natural  (loci:, 
which  is  originally  fuited  to  convey  the  molt  agreeable 
nourifliment  to  them.  And  this  is  not  only  probable, 
but  will  certainly  be  the  happy  ftate  of  that  people  to¬ 
ward;  the  end  of  the  world. 

25  For  1  would  unfold  to  yoo,  my  Chriftian  brethren, 
and  particularly  to  thofe  of  you  that  are  of  the  Gentile 
part  of  the  church,  the  grand  fccret,  with  regard  to  this 
point  which  hy  bid  in  the.  counfeh  of  God  from  eterni¬ 
ty,  and  has  been  but  obfeurely  hinted  in  antient  pro¬ 
phecy  { 
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flnitt  bevlfcio  phecy  j  and  which,  notwithftanding  the  dear  revelation 

cdiB,) dn* MinA-  has  now  made  of  it  to  the  apoflles  by  the 

nefs  in  part  »  Spirit,'  may  Aili  fetm  to  you,  according  to  prefent  ap. 
happened  to  1A  pcarancec,  to  be  fo  very  urange,  as  to  exceed  all  rea- 

fuinrfs™^  the  expectation :  Though  ye  may  be  at  a  lots  hoar 

t .entiles  be  come  to  account  for  it,  I  would  fain  nave  you  know,  and  be- 

lieve  the  truth  and  certainty  of  the  thing  itfclf ;  left, 
while  ye  indulge  to  your  own  carnal  reafonings,  and 
i  c  main  ignorant  of  the  mind  and  will  of  God  herein,  ye 
Jhould  be  puffed  up  with  pride,  as  if  ye  were  competent 

judges  of  bia  deligns,  and  lhould  conrcmn  the  Jeutt 
from  a  conceited  opinion  of  yourfelves,'  as  if  ye  were 
more  worthy  than  they ;  and  as  if  the  favour  of  God 
were  henceforth  to  be  confined  to  you,  and  the  whole 
body  of  them  were  to  be  utterly,  and  for  ever,  exclu¬ 
ded  from  it.  The  grand  fecrer,  which  I  now  mean,  is, 

that  blindnefs  of  mind  and  hardnele  of  heart,  have  be- 


And  fa  ill 
[fnel  (lull  be  fc- 

ved 


fallen*  not  indeed  every  one  of  them,  there  being  a  rem¬ 
nant*  even  at  this  prefent  timey  according  to  tie  eUftion 
cf  gracty  that  have  ^/dine^tlghieouGids  to  eternal  life 
(i rer*  7*)  but  thatthifi  awful  judgment  is  juftly  come 

upon  the  *  far  greateft  part  of  the  Jrtoijb  nation  [or 
their  wilful  infidelity  ;  and  that  this  will  continue  upon 
them*  as  a  body*  not  indeed  always*  but  for  many 
generations*  till  there  lhallbe,  in  God’s  own  time*  a 
more  general  converfion  of  the  Gent  He  nations  to  the 
faith  of  Cbrift  -j-,  and  a  much  greater  number  of  them 
(hall  be  brought  into  thecharch  than  yet  his  ever  been, 
26  And  then*  after  the  fame  manner,  (*™j  or  by  a 
like  general  converfion*  v*lt  multitudes  of  ifraeGtes  af¬ 
ter  the  flefh,  lhallbe  brought  into  a  (late  of  lalvation  J; 

and 


N  O 

*  As  the  tpnfHe,  to  foften  hh  reprefanta- 
tinn  of  2  fuh)c£t  that  would  be  lb  wry  of* 
fanfiveto  thtjcvu  expitflcd  their  genera! 

by  fime  of  the  hroAekeS  Mn r  bratea 
t*  ver-  17-  fa,  for  the  like  rafan,  n*  here 
f  peaks  of  bfadntfk  or  berdoefs  bup- 

p^ning  4u  them  u  part  though 

L*  meant  it  of  the  generality  of  t&em,  ThU 
phrafe  (cam  )  tianflattd  in  port*  U  do 
u  Jure  ufed,  that  J  cm  find,  in  all  the  New 
T«dhtment,  but  m  this  apoftU’s  writing*, 
u'ho  has  it  five  limes,  vlt*  here,  and  dnp. 

r^,  14,  and  2  Car.  i.  14,  and il.^4  In 
ail  which  places,  oMpt  Mum.  xy.  14-  and 
perhaps  in  that  too,  it  terms  plainly  to  %- 
uiiy  io  part,  asto  number 9  fordiOkigulllibg 

uk  fart  of  persons  from  another,  and  not  as 
tn  ineafart or though*  fimilarphrafa, 
li*  which  is  likewise  rendered  jh 

f  tri \  Is  mod  riiinmonly  ufnl  to  Jlgnlfy  ttt 
1 'em?  mevftrf,  Ijy  way  of  dlftinAion  from  coa*- 
girt cfy,  3$  In  1  Ctt*  alii*  p,  in,  is. 


T  E  S, 

f  The  fuhefs  of  tbc  Gestiln  here,  and  fV 
fuiaeft  of  the  Jtvij  ver,  tx.  are  td  he  uLeu 
in  much  the  lame  fanfa  to  od  of  them 
rdpettlvdy ;  an d  therefore  os  the  fufueft  of 
the  Jnts  fignifies  their  national  conversion; 
£>  the  foist f  of  the  Gestilts  eotmxg  in,  fauns 
to  import  a  general  converfion  of  the  Gen* 
h£tt  through  all  nations  of  tbc  world. 

|  All  Ijraeli  in  this  place,  docs  not  mean 
all  God’ s  fpirifaei  Ifr*tt\  inchifive  or  JrmtJh 
xnd  Gesnk  believers,  as  in  (Go/*  vi  je.) 
where  the  spoJile  pray*  for  ftmtaad  were?  s*- 
os  the  Ifaad  of  God*  liut  it  is  to  he  here  re¬ 
trained  to  the  natural  feed  of  Abt&h$ti\%  whom 
the  apofUe  had  called  If? act*  and  his  own  JUfot 
Ter,  7,  [4.  For  it  is  opjndcd  to  the  fvlHifi  of 
the  Gertitfe jT  menuonel  at  the  clofa  at  the 
preceding  vcrle;  and  alt  lfoti%  that  jhoil  he 
aniVrer^  to  t ht  ttdntft  yf  fh  t^cittilcs 

that  Jhall  nme  ipjy  'rith  an  mfcnatiou  that 
cne,  far  tU  li^Jl  be  Id  Hht  mo*'* 

Iht 
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*®*!  ^t'4 thai  people*  as  a  body,  (halt  be  taken  into  the  vi- 

«r»e  <w t  of  6km  church.  Some  hints  of  which  were  given  in  a  Ti¬ 
sha  dtinarer, i<nj  rient  prophecy,  as  h  bt  written  in  1/a.  lix.  20.  which 
flw*L?r!!r  Jway  ha™  it*  complete  aecompUfbmcnt  toward  the  end 

>aa>  of  tbe  world*  and  is  of  the  following  purport  J,  The 
Me  (Rah,  who  is  the  great  and  only  Redeemer  from  fin 
and  wrath*  and  was  typified  by  the  famous  deliverer* 
from  temporal  deAni&ion  under  the  Old  Teftament, 
(hat)  fpring  out  of  the  church  ef  1/ratl ,  as  deriving  his 
human  nature  from  them,  and  (lull  appear  in  the  days 
of  his  flefh  at  JeruJaltmy  and  fend  fotth  his  word  from 
thence*  {I/a.  ii.  3.)  j  and  he  (hall  come  but  of  the  New 
Teftament- eh urcb,  which  he  wiR  ereQ:,  and  which  will 
be  the  feat  ef  bis  fpirituat  rcfit&oce  upon  earth,  to  bid's 
the  feed  of  Jacoby  who  are  the  children  qf  the  covenant, 
which  was  made  whh  their  fathers,  {ASs  iii.  25,  26.) 
and  by  the  merit  of  his  blood  and  the  efficacy  of  his  grace, 
he  (livtll  take  away  tbe  guilt,  the  power,  and  defilement, 
and  the  puiufbment  ef  aH  their  uefpaffes,  and  par  tic  u* 
larly  of  their  having  fo  long  o^ftioately  rej efted  him 

and  (hall  make  fuch  a  wonderful  change  upon  their 
hearts  by  bis  word  and  Spirit*  that  they,  under  his  in¬ 
fluence,  (hail  turn  from  their  iniquities  fcoGod  thro’  him. 
qmwtw  37  And  («*)  ftiH  further  toraife  ekieir  faith  and  hope, 
to  them,  when  r  that  this  pfenuTc  (hall  certainly  be  performed  God  by 

the  fame  prophet  fays,  m  the  very  next  words,  {Ifa+  lix* 
21.)  This  is  the  covenant  which  1  have  made  with  tbe 
nation  and  church  of  Ifrael  f  >  to  allure  them  that  1 
will  have  a  gracious  regard  to  ehek  puftemy  in  the  mod 

dill  jnt 


NO! 

itfMvhli  the  other.  Bat  as  it  cannot  be  well 
ftippbfed,  that  in  latter  apes  every  individual 
of  the  Genliiest_  no  more  can  kt  that  every 
Individual  of  die7#toit  Jball  be  eternally  fa¬ 
ted  ;  therefore  dtf  IfraeCs  bein g  Jared,  may 
either  iigmfy  great  iutftiiiidest  as  tbe  f uteris  ef 
tbe  Gentile*  doth ;  or  may  relate  to  their  hi* 
iny  nationally  brought  Into  the  gnfpel-thurch, 
in  which  ftlvation  may  warrants  My  be  ho¬ 
ped  for,  through  Jefus  thrift*  aniwemMe  to 
what  Jball  have  been  done  among  the  Gentiles* 
f  As  Sien  is  Jotnctune*  t«hcn  literally  for 
JemfaUmt  or  the  mount  there*  which  was 
nlled  Sfaa ;  at  others  for  the  church  of  if 
reel  i  and  it  others  for  the  New  Teftametd* 
church  i  and  as  the  prophet  /peaks  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer's  earning  to  Stair,  and  to  them  that  tarn 
from  traxfire^iuu  hr  Jacob t  which  the  apofttc, 
snoftiy*  according*  to  tbe  Seventy  t  rcrulcrjt. 
The  deliverer  fieUt  tome  out  of  Stsn9  m id  Jbafi 
turn  envoy  itnyidRncfi  from  Jacob  ;  I  hsve  taken 
all  theft  ftnfts  into  the  paraphrase,  But 
whether  ihe  laft  ekife  of  the  next  verft, 
When  l  (halt  take  away  their  ^irj,  hr  it  n- 
t3on,  according  to  the  Seventy  >  from  If  a. 
3t£vih  p*  or  (rum  any  other  van  of  the  Old 


E,  fh 

Teftsment,  as  /ome  think  i  or  whether  it 

omlv  refer*  to  what  ;s  here  ihki  atrout  tartr.z 
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avui y  wngodiineji  from  Ja<w,  as  others  ih:rX 
h  fi)  (buUful  to  me,  ihit  1  have  left  it  un¬ 
determined. 

f  Tlie  words  in  ffnabr  that  follow,  XVj 
t$  my  covenant  wflh  toem^  are,  my  Spirit,  frit 
it  upon  thee%  and  my  vrords,  xahtb  I  have  f 
in  thy  mouthy  fiali  not  depart  oat  of  thy 
nor  out  of  tie  memth  of  thy  feed)  j tor  out  tf 
dee  mouth  of  thy  feeds  feed)  fid tb  the  Lvr.\ 
from  benetfertb  sad  fir  ever*  And 
this  was  tf>  ftrong  a  pminEfe  of  the  oovenan: , 
there  mentioned,  that  God  would  never  ut¬ 
terly  and  finally  call  olT  the  natural  fetd  or 
and  was  £6  mUcb  to  the  ipulHe's  ;:i;> 
poft,  it  ftems  in  me,  that  hie  only 

Irvg  this  covenant,  was  iuppoital  ;ufenl  to 
lead  our  thoughts  to  hts  dcilgn.  In  rtftrrir^ 
to  it ;  fmee,  though  he  did  not  rave  ti  c 
promife  contained  therein,  tfmi  micht  mifty 
be  ftpplied,  he  turnsnj  to  the  wdJ-kn<>*v> 
pLictitlelf;  aiKitfiete\t  doc;  not  come 
fo  rWriy  and  fully  In  hk  j  Oiiit,  Raid? 
t;vkc  id  tlic  whuls  yf  Iw 


Gh.  xL 

GuH  aaay 

tifcn  (ink 
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5” 


i?  At  conccrn- 
ihe  crfpel, 

ten  arc  entm'w 

Etfrywfakej  bat 
as  t:nicbing  the 
cWHcn,  they  ore 
tciovftfc  for  the 

kihtrs  &fcci> 


ig  For  tbt  gift* 
*ul  oiling  of 

Gad 


dtftaut  geceratioos,  and  which  (bow  long  fovver  1  may 
feeih  utterly  to  abandon  them}  i  will  in  a  more 

remarkable  manner  to  them  in  future  ages,  when  in  the 
riches  of  my  free  and  foreign  grace*  o*l  the  great  Re¬ 
deemer’s  account,  (ver.  i6.)  I  Anil  pardon  all  ttadr 
Coe*  and  turn  them*  by  my  proofed  Spkit*  from  them* 
and  particularly  from  tbeir  onbelitf,  whereby  they  have 
highly  provoked  me*  and  given  me  juft  caufe  to  calk 
them  off  for  ever.  All  this  thews  that  there  mult  be 
a  time  for  God’s  teftoriug  thi-s  people*  and  bringing 
them  into  bis  church  again :  The  true  llate  then  of 
tbeir  cate  is  this. 

a  3  'With  refpeft  to  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  the  way 
of  falvation  alone  through  him*  they  are  indeed*  at 
prelent  enemies  to  it*  yea*,  have  connadided  and  blas¬ 
phemed  it*  and  fo  cut  tbemfelves  off  from  ire  privile¬ 
ges  and  bleflings,  as  being  filled*  with  envy  at  its  being 
preached  to*  and  received  by  you  GentiUr,  (A&s  xiii.- 
45.)  and  God*  in  bis  righteous  judgment  to  then)*  and 
abundant  mercy  to  you*  has  over  nried  it  to  your  ad¬ 
vantage*  that  the  gofpcl  might  the.  boner  come*  and 
have  the  wider  fpread*  among  you*  (Adis  iii-  4  <5,  47.) 
and  that  ye  might  be  taken  into  Ido  vifibte  church  and 
covenant  in  their  (lead  *»  and  fb  alt  this  ifcfor  your  fakes* 
(ver.  it*  12*  15.)  but  with  refpcdk  to  that  free  choice** 
which  God  of  bis  mere  good  pieafare  made  of  them* 
as  a  nation*  to  be  his  peculiar  people*  they  are  flill  the 
obje&s  of  his  bind  and  merciful-  regards*  on  account  of 
the  fpecial  favour  he  bad  for  their  fathers  after  the  fiefli, 
even  for  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob ;  and  on  account 
of  the  choice  which  in  bis  love  be  fir  It  made  of  them 
and  their  po (ferity*  to  be  a  peculiar  people  to  hitnfulf, 
above-  all  o.ther  nations. 

29  For  the  blefllDgs  which  God*  according  to  either 
3  n<iri«!<i/or  perfonal  de£kion,  ahfolutcly  grants  in  the 
promifes  of  an  evtrfafiing  covenant,  like  that  which 
be  made  with  Abraham,  to  be  a  God  to  him,  and  hit 

feed 

T  B. 

fueh,  they  were  Moved,  for  thrir  father* 
fnkcSj_  (Js«  rue  And  fo  it  an- 

fircrifewhat  iv.  37-  at 4 

vii.  ^t7*  8*  and  x*  jj.  abont  the  Lord's 
finf  /few,  mcj tiajf  lifw  d  fftti&l  pMfr  fy 

bimfttf,  above  all  f  rtf  fa]  brceinfe  be  fav cd  ibdr 
fathers  *  and  cho/e  their  feed  after  them  ;  and 
yet  it  con  hardly  be  fup^fctl,  that  God 
ihtjtild  cLulc  a  nhr>1u  iiauun  U>  be  bis  people 
viAUf  in  lOvcnait!  with  him*  and  a*  >t  have 
fame  among  them,  whom  he  choje  to  fail!** 

holitKlV,  anil  (aivatfon* 
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*  The  apgftlc  had  before  fpokc  of  a  parti* 
cuhr  election  of  fome  peribns  from  among 
the7fWJ*  unt4  eternal  life,  euUing  them  a 
revtutitt  ac&r&ng  to  the  clrBien  of  £rwr,  and 
lee  dtBba-  that  ebt&tief  ?n  diflinttioii  from 
pthef$  of  them  that  e bHrJcd,  (to,  $t  7*) 
lint  here*  u  I  take  it*  he  fptsekt  principally 

of  Oici 


a:  itaff,  of  a  aemasl  clc^tou  of  their  body, 
t*j  be  God's  pcniliar  people*  in  diflinftion 
fn :Ttt  theGe/diirs :  For  in  this  forq^ing  eon- 
t  -xu  he  had  been  diicourhng  alxwt  the  Jem* 
t,s  u etbvcli}  a;nfideitd ;  and  he  here  uyii, 
thjt  u  or,  online  to  God’s  tieclitm  of  them,  aa 


Cb.  si. 


5« 

God  *n  vhhogt 
npeounce. 


jo  Tor  a*  Y* 
in  limes  part  hive 
not  believed  God, 
yet  have  now 
obtained  mercy 
ihrooghibcirua* 
belief: 


31  Even  fo  have 
theft  -  alfo  flow 
not  believed,  that 
thro*  your  vftcr- 
ey  thecal  ft  nay 
obtain  mercy. 


31  For  God 
bath  concluded' 
them  >11  in  nabc- 

lief. 
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feed  after  him  in  their  generations*  (Gen.  xvii.  7.)  and 
the  calling,  which  depends  on  his  own  meic  favour,  in 
accomplishment  of  hia  free  choice  and  promifea,  are 
fuch  as  he  neither  doth;  nor  ever  will  revoke  w*  fince  the 
Jtrcngtb  of  Ifrael  will  not  He*  nor  repent :  For  he  is  ?ist 
a  man*  that  he  Jbould  repent  of  his  free  purpofes  and 
promt fes,  (1  Sam*  xv-  2y.)  as  men  often  do  of  theirs, 
through  their  own  infhbtljty,  otbecaufe  they  impru¬ 
dently  made,  or  are  not  able  to  perform  them.  And 
therefore  we  may  depend  on  the  infinite  wifdom,  pow¬ 
er,  goodnefs  and  unchangeableneis  of  God,  that,  in 
his  time  and  way,  this  cbofen  nation  fhal)  be  catted  a- 
gain,  and  mauy  of  them  in  fuch  an  effectual  manner, 
as  (hall  be  to  their  everlafting  falvation,  (Ifa*  xlv.  *70 

30  For  as  ye  Gentiles*  who  for  many  ages  pad  were 
grangers  to  tie  covenant  if  promifes*  and  were  not  only 
without  Chrifi*  and  having  no  hope  of  eternal  life ;  but 
lived  like  very  atheifb,  (atl01)  without  God  in  the  world* 
(Eph.it.  n*) ;  as  ye,  I  fay,notwithltanding  ail  your  for¬ 
mer  hateful, h el plefe,  and  hopelefstircumftantcs  of  infi¬ 
delity  and  all  iniquity,  have  now  obtained  free  and  fovc* 
reign  mercy,  in  God’s  bringing  you  into  his  vifible  co¬ 
venant,  and  making  thofe  of  you  partakers  of  its  faying 
benefits  that  have  believed  with  the  heart  unto  righte- 
cufnefs*  (chap.  x.  10.)  and  as  this  wonderful  grace  is 
come  to  you,  by  means  of  the  gofpef,  which,  becaufc 
of  the  unbelief  of  the  Jews  was  preached  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  and  with  great  fuecefs  to  you,  {A8s  xiii.  4OO 

31  Even  fo,  in  like  manned  the  generality  of  the 

Jews  themfelves  have  heen  fuffered,  for  a  time,  to  re* 
jc£t  Chrifl  and  the  declarations  of  God's  grace  concern¬ 
ing  him,  as  being  offended  at  your  embracing  him  ; 
that  by  means  of  the  mercy,  which  ye  Gentiles  arc 
therein  partakers  of,  God  might  over-rule  it  in  his  pro¬ 
vidence,  for  provoking  the  Jews  to  a  noble  emulation, 
(vei.  11.)  and  for  preserving  the  gofpet  in  the  world, 
as  the  means  by  which  they  at  length  fhall  have  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  it  preached  to  them  again,  umo 
their  obtaining  mercy,  through  faith  in  their  own  Met 
fish,  that  they,  as  a  nation,  may  be  reftored  to  their 
antienr  privileges  ;  and  that  thofe  of  them,  which  fhall 
fincerely  believe,  may  be  eternally  fayed.'  And  as  this 
is  every  way  as  likely*  to  fay  the  lead,  as  the  calling  of 
the  idolatrous  Gentiles  once  was  j  fo  k  may  be  as  furefy 
depended  upon. 

3 2  For  God  (rtwncfciw-i)  has  fhut  up  all  nations,  in 
their  turns,  by  his  providential  difpeu  fat  ions,  firft  the 
Gentiles^  and  afterwards  the  Jews  5  he  has  fo  fhut  them 


Ch.  zi. 

lErf,  that  he  might 
hive  ncrcj  vpoa 
itL 
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33  0  At  depth 
ti  the  ricbei  both 
«f  the  wifdom 
ind  koowledge  of 
Owl !  how  oo- 
IbrrbsWe  an  hb 

judgments,  md 
hit  viys  pft 
finding  oat ! 


up  under  the  power  of  their  own  difobedierice  and  un* 
belief*  as  co  (hut  them  out  of  his  vifiWe  church  and 
kingdom*  to  the  end  that*  (fr*J  in  his  due  time*  he 
might  magnify  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  free  and  fo- 
vereign  grace  the  more  iliuftrioufly,  in  culling,  not  in  * 
deed  every  individual  perfon  internally*  but  the  gene¬ 
ral  bodies*  firft  of  the  Jews,  and  then  of  rhe  Gentiles 
externally,  (fee  the  firft  note  on  vrr.  iti.)  and  at  length 
of  both  together*  without  any  diftinftitin  of  nations* 
by  bringing  them  all  into  one  fold  under  Chrift*  the 
great  Shepherd' of  the  Iheep*  ( John  x,  1 6*) 

33  Lo,  ikefi  are  parts  tf  God's  ways,;  but  how  little 
a  portion  is  heard  of  him  !  (Job  xxvi*  14*)  To  birch 
further  into  thefc '  divine  counfels  and  dtfpcnfutioas* 
would  be  to  wade  beyond  my  depth ;  fuch  knowledge  is 
too  wonderful  fot  me,  (Pfal.  cxxxix*  6*} ;  I  adore  and 
acquiefce  in  what  I  cannot  comprehend  ;  and  in  Head  of 
curioufly  prying  into  it,  or  cavilling  at  if,  would  cry 
out  with  folemn  reverence**  O  the  awful  and  delight¬ 
ful*  the  amazing,  bottom lefs*  and  houndlef-s  abyfs  of 
tbe  riches  of  God’s  goodnefs  and  grace,  in  chufing 
and  calling  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  .under  circum (lan¬ 
ces  in  which  it  was  moll  unlikely  that  either  of  them 
fhould  be  regarded  with  any  favour!  And  O  the  ado* 
nifhing  unfathomable  depth  of  his  manifold*  excellent* 
and  abundant  wifdom*  and  infinite  underftanding*  who 
has  an  all-comprehending  view  of  the  whole  compafs- 
of  things  at  once;  and  who  orders*  difpofes*  and  over¬ 
rules  all  events*  for  bringing  about  his  glorious  ends* 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  himfelf*  though  unaccountable 
to  us*  as  he  has  done  in  making  the  rejeftion  of  the 
Jews  fubfervient  to  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles l  Hour 
impenetrable  are  the  reafons  of  the  determinations  of 
his  infinite  mind  concerning  particular  perfons  and  na¬ 
tions*  in  a  way  of  judgment  as  well  as  of  mercy  1 
and  how  unrraceable  are  the  methods  of  his 

Providence*  for  accompli  filing  his  great  defigns,  who 
is  wonderful  in  counfel  and  excellent  in  working,  (Ifa* 

ixviiu 

T  E. 

where,  anions  other  thing?,  the  apoftlc  had 
been  /peaking*  at  large*  God's  lovcreign 
mercy  toward  Jews  and  Geed/tf,  and  tov.-ard 
fort*  among  them,  rather  than  otheu,  chap* 

1  a.  13*  *+  and  xi  r,  tf,  39,  31.  3**  And  in 
the  pfrgrds  of  this  admiring  exclamation a  be 
takes  dm  ice  of  thts  adorable,  unmerited  ircr- 
isci 1*  whh  vt^ich  God  twilows  the  fomnea- 
tiofled  bleflinj?,  tyieg,  Who  I'M  fir  if  yhen 
to  bii*  ?  ibc*  (ver  36*)  ^and 'there  he 
ttytes  the  mrcUi  uf  G in  his  prettied  u>- 
Jcrctict  firoCs  the  v.hih-,  chap,  1, 
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*  0  tkt  JefSh  0/  /if  rukeiy  both  ef  ski  ^Ifdcm 
tthi  knr&kdge  if  God,  (£l£<z3^  arAafluitifi  <rp- 
ui  9f»)  may  as  well  be  ren¬ 

dered,  0  the  depth  of  the  riches  aid  of  the 
wifflam  and  knowledge  of  God  }  a&d  lb 
tithrs  may  fignify,  not  only  die  exceeding  a-, 
bundanoeand  exteHenty  of  God1*  wfdom  ard 
irt&USgc;  Lot  likcaife  tv  bat  the  3jK>ftkcalU 
tl>c  riches  Of  his  goodneft)  forherousti  43sd 
f ratty  in  uhicii  he  nas  abounded  tewerdt  us* 

in  all  Tpiffom  and  prudence*  (tb*p-  H»  ±  odd 

L  jT  fr.)  This  fenfeuf  die  word  rieket* 
v.eil  agree  with  tat  preceding  diicou r&  J 
Vot.liL  t 


5*4 
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34  For  who  Iiarb 
known  i  c  nind 
of  tfct  l'ord?  or 
who  h*to  bon 
hii  coenidlor  l 


■jj  Or  who  hath 
frrfi  ijivcn  (u  him, 
and  it  Ail)  be  rc- 
compen&l  Uflto 
him  n  J 


3ff  For  of  him,- 
and  tli  rough 
him,  and  to  him, 
are  ail  tJi  iiii'  i ;  to 

«hom 


xxvin*  29*)  whofe  way  is  in  the fea ;  whofe path  is  in  great 
waters /indwbojifootfieps  are  not  known!  (FfaL  lxwii.  1 9.) 

34  For  (*-**)  what  mere  creature  has  any  infight  into 
the  fee  ret  thoughts  of  the  fovereign  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  and  imo  the  noble  feb ernes  and  views  of 
his  infinite  mind,  which  be  is  purfuing,  by  the  molt 
improbable  means,  in  the  unfeaichahlc  methods  of  his 
appointments  and  providential  dealings  with  Jews 
and  Gentiles?  Who  can  find  out,  or  account  for  thefe, 
any  further  than  the  only  begotten  Son ,  1 who  is  in  the  bo* 
Jom  of*  the  Father ,  has  revealed  them  l  (John  i*  18.} 
Or  (T*?)  what  mao  or  angel  has  joined  in  counfei  with 
God*  to  aflift  in  forming  the  model  of  his  defigns,  or 
directing  his  way*  and  preferibing  how  he  (hould  ael, 
for  accompli  firing-  the  free  and  eternal  contrivances  and 
resolutions  of  his  wifdom  and  will?  (Ifa.  xl.  1 3,  14.) 

3J  Or  if  any  infolent  Jews  Ihould  dare  to  complain 
of  the  divine  difpenfatiom,  as  though  God  dealt  too 
fevercly  with  fome  perfons,  and  particularly  with  their 
own  nation,  in  rejecting  them,  whilft,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  difplays  the  riches  of  his  mercy  to  others  in 
chufmg  and  calling  them,  efpt  dally  the  Gentiksy  1st 
me  afk  fuch  bold  cavillers*  Who  has  ever  been  before* 
hand  with  the  great  Lord  of  the  univerfe*  to  lay  any 
obi  i  gar  ton,  or  make  a  demand  upon  him*  that  deferyes 
a  retribution  of  good  at  hi$  hand?  If  any  one  is  to  be  b 
found  that  can  offer  the  le&ft  pretence  of  this  kind,  let 
him  flami  forth,  and  enter  bis  claim,  God  will  certain* 
ly  repay  him,  and  he  Iball  never  have  any  room  to  find 
fault,  as  if  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  did  not  do  right, 
or  were  not  jult  to  him*  But  it  is  abfolutely  impof- 
fihle  that  any  creature  whatsoever,  and  it  is  a  (hocking 
thought  to  fuppofe,  that  any  of  the  finful  fons  of  men 
fhoutd  have  fuch  .  a  claim  of  debt  upon  the  great  and 
holy  God*- 

36  For  all  things  relating  to  the  foremenuoned  dif- 
pensions  of  lighteoufnefs  and  grace,  and  indeed  all 
things  umvcrfaUy  of  the  upper  and  lower  woiids,  are  of 
lum,  as  the  firft  former  of  the  whole  fcheme,  and  as 
the  Creator  and  efficient  caufe,  fountain,  and  fourceof 
all  good  \  they  are  Ukewife  all  through,  or  by  hrm,  as 
their  prefer ving  and  direfling,  governing  and  difpo- 
ling  caufe,  and  they  are  all  to  him,  as  their  final 
caufe,  or  hrgheft  end,  that  bis  perfeftioDS  and  do¬ 
minion  may  one  way  or  other  be  exalred,  and  may  at 
length  befeerr  to  ftine  forth  with  unblemifited  and  har¬ 
monious  beauty;  efpecially  in  what  relates  to  falvation 
by  a  Redeemer.  And  fo  ail  that  has  been  fa  id  concern* 

M  .a 
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uhom  h  t^ory  ing  thefe  things  mufi  be  ultimately  mid  fuprcinely  re* 
torem  Amco,  f0jTecj  ;nro  the*  infinitely  wife  and  pou  •  Tul,  holy  and 

gracious  fovemgsiry  of  God,  whp  is*  and  cannot  but 
be,  the  Alpha  and  Omega7  the  beginning  and  the  end) 
(Rev.  xxu  6.)  whom  ati  bis  works  mult,  and  (hall, 
actively  or  paflivdy  praifej  and  to  whom*  as  is  mo  ft 
fit,  alt  his  faints  and  angets  do,  and  will,  cheerfully 
and  unitedly,  aferibe  all  pnflible  blctfing,  honour, -and 
glory,  both  now  and  to  all  eternity.  Amen,  fry  all  that 
fear  and  love  him ;  thus  it  ought  to  be ;  thus  may  it 
be  !  and  thus  it  fliall  be>  world  without  end* 

l 

RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  melancholy  is  the  thought*  that  fo  nuny  of  the  vitible  church  will,  like 
tie  unbelieving  Jews,  be  rejected  of  God  si  Jail !  But  bidlcd  be  his  name,  that, 
be  has  always  a  peculiarly  chofcn  people,  whom  he  fbrtkuew  in  bin 'eternal 
defi^ns  of  love,  that  never  Ih  ill  be  cift  off:  He  has  referveii  them  for  hitnicir} 
ami  though  thefe,  comparatively  fpeakiag,  arc  but  a  fatal!  remnant ;  yet  abfo- 
lately,  and  in  themfelves,  they  arc  a  great  number,  even  many  iboufands  more 
;ban  may  be  commonly  apprehended  in  the  wurlt  of  times.  The  Talvitiou  of 
thefe  is,  from  firft  to  lift,  entirely  of  grace  ;  This  is  the  fpring  of  God'fr  chn- 
fin^r  them  to  it;  and  from  hence  it  is  that  they  obtain  it,  without  rtte  con- 
federation  of  their  own  works,  as  meritorious,  or  moving  caufesof  it,  which  would 
be  to  deftroy  the  very  nature  of  free  grace;  and  God  will  never  revoke  his  ab- 
folule  grants  of  covenant- pic  attires  to  a  nation  ally  chofcn  people,  or  of  faring 
covenant  bleflings  to  his  more  peculiar  Heft  among  them,  though  others,  being 
left  to  themfetvea,  are  hardened,  entangled*  cufrarcd,  And  caught  by  their  own 
corruptions,  to  their  cndlefs  perdition.— Alas  <  How  wild  and  unprofitable  are 
we  all  by  nature,  like  the  pour  Gentiles,  while  they  remained  in  unbelief  *  if 
we  are  become  better,  it  is  kecaufe  we  have  now  obtained  mercy  of  the  Lord, 
according  to  the  gracious  covenant  which  he  made  firft  with  Al^hasn,  and 
hi*  natural  feed,  and  then  with  Gentile  believers,  who,  jnitcad  of  tbofc  that 
were  cut  off  by  unbelief,  are  pirtakors  of  the  tame  privileges  and  hlciBngs  fur 
thcmfrlvcs  and  their  aftbpriilg,  »*  the  church  of  l/rael  were  of  old,  and  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  of  them  that  abode  in  God's  covenant,  but  has  the  body  ot 
that  people  Humbled  and  fallen;  and  has ,  God  wonderfully  qvewiiled  it,  for 
bringing  ialvfttfon  to  us  Gentiles,  and  for  erecting  a  church  Co  himfrif  amongft 
us,  that  we  may  partake  of  the  covenant -root  and  fatnefs  whsrh  they  have  Uut? 
How  humble  and  thankful,  watchful,  depending,  and  careful  thou  Id  *ve  be,  un¬ 
der  all  our  church-privileges!  How  cautioufly  afraid  of  provoking  God,  left 
he  Arnold  no  more  fpnre  us  than  he  did  his  an  bent  people  !  And  how  Humid 
we  be  awed  by  confi  derations  of  our  own  wcakntfs  and  un  wort  hind’s  of  the 
riches  of  God*s  goodiwfs  to  us,  ami  of  the  ftri&nefa  of  bis  jufticc  towards  ob- 
Bin  ate  unbelievers*  to  take  heed  of  pride  and  boafticg,  and  of  detailing  and  in- 
fukin£,  ioflead  of  pitying  them*  as  a  Mb  of  giving  way  to  unbelief,  t? i >«_>;  our 
fraud  mg  is  by  faith  !  There  is  indeed  a  ground  of  hope  in  Cnrift  for  the  efti.-f  of 
finners,  and  even  for  apofUto,  in  their  returning  by  faith  ro  God  him; 

he  having  lhut  up  both  thofe  forts  of  perft>D3  under  the  power  of  tlu-ir  own  un¬ 
belief,  for  the  brighter  diipfay  of  the  glory  of  his  free  mercy  in  calling  and  la-4 
Ving  them  ;  Hut  finally  abiding  ia.  impenitence  and  unbelief,  will  certainly  ifiiic 
in  eternal  dtftru&iott.  Uuw  deplorable  is  the  prefeut  date  of  the  yews l  ami 
what  a  hap  pint  ft  has  God  brought  to  the  Gen  tils  world  hy  the  gofpet  !  Hut  G  ! 
what  a  ulorions  day  of  numerous  converts  to  Chrilt  will  there  be*  in  tin*  wind¬ 
ing  up  or  God’s  diipenfation  toward  the  church,  when  the  fit!  nets  of  the  Gentile? 
Hull  be  brought  in,  and  all  IJ'ntet  l/wll  be  fryed  !  As  we  hive  now 
mercy  through  IheiT  unbelief,  it  Arnold  be  oor  cornel*  pr:nrr  and  concirii, 
that  they  may  be  excited  to  a  hoty  emiifrlitm  by  means  of  our  frith;  and  *;  may 

K  k  )  wHl 
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well  be  our  hope  au<l  joy,  that  as  they  are  toll  nationally  beloved  for  their  cove¬ 
nant  father's  fate,  Oad,  in  due  time  will  remember  them,  according  to  his  pro- 
imfr.  How  mod^fl  and  humble  fliould  we  be,  in  all  our  thoughts  about  the  un~ 
fearchnble  decrees  of  God,  and  the  ctifpenfetions  of  his  providence  and  grace* 
without  cummfly  prying  into  Iris  ferrets,  or  pretending  to  arraign  them,  or  pre* 
fenbe  to  him  !  With  what  reverent  awe  fhoirid  we  adore,  and  acquicfce  in  what 
furpaffrg  our  cotiiprehendon,  faying,  0  the  depth  /  And*  after  all  our  thoughts 
about  the  ways  of  bis  mercy  and  judgment,  we  muft  ultimately  retolve  them 
iuto  his  in  Butte  wtfUim  and  fovercign  will*  that  the  glory  of  all  may  be  abfi>- 
lutdy  referred  to  him,  who  is  debtor  to  none,  and  wQl  Hand  clear  in  judge¬ 
ment,  with  regard  to  all  his  works,  of  whom,  through  w  bom,  and  to  whom 
are  all  things ;  To  whom  be  glory  for  ever.  Amen, 


CHAP*  XI L 

The  apojllc  proceeds  to  a  practical  improvement  of  the  foregoing  doQrint, 
in  exhortations  of  believers  to  a  holy  dedication  of  themfehes  to  Cod, 
!,  t.  To  an  humble  opinion  of  thcmfelves,  and  a  modefi  behaviour 
towards  others ,  3,-5*  To  a  faithful  life  of  the  fpiritual  gifts 
which  Cod  had  befiowed  upon  feme  of  than,  in  their  refpcElive  fiat  ions, 
6y — 8,  And  to  various  duties,  that  were  incumbent  upon  private 
Chrijltans  among  them,  fitch  as  hve  and kindnefs,  zeal,  hope,  patience f 
and  prayer,  9,-12+  Hofpitality  and  meekne/s,  fympathy  and  con* 

defeenfion »  13,-16.  And  an  honourable  and  peaceable  conduct  to- 

-wards  all  men,  together  with  forbearance  and  benevolence  towards 

injurious  enemies',  1 7  2 1  • 


Text*  PiKiFHftASE* 

I  lEi  hT.  JJAVlNGthns  repreftneed  at  large,  the  exceeding 
thren,  by  the  mcr-  AX  riches  of  God's  mercy  and  grace  to  Tinners,  both 
of  God,  that  of  the  Jews  and  Gentiles,  in  their  free  juftification 

ve  through  faith  in  Cbrift  and  his  righteoufnefs  5  and  in 
the  glorious  bleJTmga  and  privileges  to  which  they  arc 
called  according  to  the  fovercign  and  eternal  purpofe 
of  God,  let  me  now  affiefiionately  and  earneftty  intreat 
you,  my  beloved  brethren,  on  thefe  principles,  by  all 
the  indear  meats  and  encourage  merits,  obligations  and 
3  flr  fiances,  that  refult  from  thefe  abundant  and  multi' 
plied  favours,  and  by  all  your  profdlion  and  hope  of  a 
prrfonal  intereft  in  them;  let  me,  I  fay,  rather  befeech 
you  in  lore,  as  a  brother,  than  command  yon  with  au¬ 
thority,  as  a  father,  to  devote  and  give  up  your  whole 
A  Ives  to  the  Lord»  entirely  and  without  referve:  In- 
itcad  therefore  of  offering  legal  facrifice*,  which,  fince 
the  death  of  Chrift,  are  no  longer  obligatory,  I  would 
Cal!  you  to  nobler  oblations  *  ;  that  as  thofe  offerings 

were 

N  O  T 

Here  I*  >  fauiifnl  and  in(tru<ti?«  allu-  cn  (hat  ttriflians  are  ndrd  to  ofiir  in  (he 

e  0  J?  ^  fnlccnH  fcrrcndtr  of  their  ovnfcl*vs  tu  ti-r 

to  btr-*,  in  rejirelcnttii^  the  ^irinul  iicrifi-  Lord.  The  bodies  of  creatures,  that  died  o: 

tlicmtUvo, 
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Ft  prefect  your 
bodia  a  llviog  fs- 
erific*,  holy*  ac- 
apubk  auto 
Godr  tpbitb  it 
loflf  rtaJoitthk 

fersiec, 


*  And  be  not 
con¬ 


vert  to  be  made  of  the  bodies  of  Jiving  animals,  which 
the  offerers  had  abfolutely  con  fig  tied' o^er  to  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  law,  (Lev*  Y«  6,  7*}  fo  1  intreat  that  ye, 
as  fphitual  priefts,  would  prefent,  oot  birds  or  beafta, 
no,  nor  only  your  own  fouls,  but  together  with  them, 
your  bodies  like  wife,  for  the  dife  barge  or  all  religious 
and  moral  dories ;  not  as  a  propitiatory  facrifice,  which 
would  be  practically  to  deny  the  perfe&ion  of  Ohrid's 
atonement ;  but  as  a  living  facrifice  of  acknowledge¬ 
ment,  that  ye  are  the  Lord's  \  and  as  perfons  tint  are 
quickened  by  bis  Spirit,  and  vjgoroufljr  determined  all 
your  lives  long,  even  unto  death,  to  yield  yourfilves  to 
God,  as  thofe  that  art  alive  from  the  dead\  and  your 
members  as  injtruments  of  righteoufnefs  to  God,  (chap* 
vi,  13.)  and  to  glorify  him  with  pur  bodies  andfpirits, 
which  are  bis $  (1  Cor-  vL  20.)  And  as  the  legal  facri- 
fices  were  dedicated  to  the  Lord,  and  were  to  be  with* 
out  fpot  and  bltmifh,  {Numb*  xix,  z>)  fo  it  concerns 
you  to  prefen t  yourfclves,  as  a  dedicate  thing  to  him, 
and  as  purified  from  thofe  lulls  and  corruptions  that  take 
their  rife  from  tbe  body,  and  principally  operate  in, 
and  hy  it :  And  as  thofe  offerings  were  a  fweet  favour 
to  God,  when  prefen  ted  according  to  has  appointment, 
fo  ye  fbould  devote  yourfelves  in  fuch  a  fpiritijal  man* 
oer,  by  fatth  and  evangelical  obedience  to  him,  as  fhall 
be  productive  of fruit  irnta  hoVtnefs,  (chap*  vi,  22*)  yea, 
as  (hail  fill  you  witB  tbe  fruits  of  rigbUowfnefs ,  which 
'  are  by  Jefns  Ghrijl  unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  Gods 
and  fo  are  facrijices  acceptable  to  himt  (Phil,  i,  1 1*  and 
1  Pet*  ii,  5*)  this,  efpecially  confidcring  what 

great  things  God*  in  tbe  riches  of  his  fovereign  favour 
and  goodnefs,  has  done  for  you,  is  a  homage,  which 
in  reafon  and  juftice  ye  owe  to  him,  and  ought  to  per¬ 
form  according  to  his  word,  (r«  >*y*z*»  a 

fervice  to  be  performed,  not  like  the  offering  up  of 
-brute  beads,  but  with  all  the  powers  of  your  rational 
fouls,  under  a  lively  apprehenfion  of  its  being  fit  and 
right,  that  as  all  is  of  him,  It  ihould  likewife  be  to  hiuip 
{ chop *  xi\  36') 

2  And  iu  order  hereunto,  )  take 

heed 


NOTE, 

wm  not  to  be  trttn  by  t\\t  If  mfe*  htj,  ocrtptehfc  fo  0*1,  ihoaf)i 

(Una-  xit  iu)  much  left  were  they  their  fiylf  douhileft,  10  he  mciiMcH  m 

to  be  ofrrtd  i«t  firrlfict  \  bm  fodi  only  u  were  the  cderuiR;  for  hdi!y  txcrcift  alone  pnfm 
Ewugt  wtneh  ik  oftrers  p reft n tell  to  ibc  f  1  Tim-  iv»  1}  ind  in  further  cuplain* 

)  .ora*  and  brought  to  the  prieft  lo  pul  them  ing  the  nature  of  this  Hying  fatriftf,  the  a- 
t't  death,  *v;L  $.  and  %Chrovt  antia*  po file  irnrnwlwttly  rnnu tons  Okit  ba  03 

-  Lf  i*,J*  And  therefore  ihe  apottki"p«ks  of  firmed  i>j  tbe  rmwiflj  e/  thftt  naarf*  var*a» 
Lduivcw,  as  frefttzpg  thtir  h£es  a  by negf> 
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rnnformcJ  to  this 
world :  hut  be 
■  jz  transformed 
hy  the  rciiramg 
of  your  mtrd, 
that  yc  iray 

prorc  h  that 

good  and  aecep- 
T*hh>aTid  |M.rfe£t 

Vrjll  ot  God, 


1  Pnr  I  fay, 
through  [he grace 
given  unto  me,  to 
every  man  ihaiu 

.amonj/  you4  not 
to  think  if  Hm- 
f-.f  more  higlilj 
ih;  ■tt  he  on  phi  to 
think*  hut  to 
think  fobcr!ytac* 
Fording  a*  G<id 
Vuth  dealt  to  eve¬ 
ry  mtio  ihr  me a- 
iiiicof  kith. 


heed  of  forming  your  fell  ernes  for  happinefs,  as  though 
jr  1  ay  in  the  things  of  this  world,  which  are  tranfitory, 
like  a  feene  that  foon  paflea  away  ;  and  of  fymbolizing 
or  complying  with,  and  being  moulded  into,  the  fpirit 
and  temper,  evil  courfes  and  fafhkms,  eonverfation  and 
manners  of  carnal  and  worldly  men  :  Do  not  imitate 
and  fall  in  with  their  depraved  cu (loins,  who  walk  in 
the  lulls  of  the  flefli,  and  mind  earthly  things;  but  let 
it  be  the  earned  governing  defire  and  ptirfuit  of  your 
fouls,  in  prayer  to  God,  and  In  the  ufis  of  all  means  of 
his  appointment,  and  in  (he  improvement  of  your 
Chriftian  graces  and  privileges,  that  ye  may  be  men* 
ntorphized,  or  changed  into  a  dircdHy 

contrary,  better,  and  more  glorious  and  abiding  form, 
in  tbe  renovation  of  your  hearts,  yet  more  and  more 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  *  :  Let  this  be  your  principal  aim, 
that  ye  may  difeern  the  difUnguiflung  light;  may  judge 
with  approbation,  and  experimentally  know  in  your* 
fclves;  {**r T*  &**&*£**»}  and  may  be  capable  of  proving 
and  recommending  to  others,  the  truth,  excellence,  and 
importance,  of  that  will  of  God  which  he  has  revealed 
in  his  word,  with  regard, to  what  is  good  in  irfelf,  and 
for  us;  with  regard  to  what  is  wdl-pleafing  in  bis  fight 
through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  with  regard  to  what  is  fuffi* 
cient  tamake  a  finifhed  Chriftian  thoroughly  Jurni/bed 
unto  all  good  works*  (2  Tim>  in.  17.)  without  any  ad* 
dition  of  ceremonial  rites,  human  traditions,  or  hca- 

_  j  ■*  » 

then  documents  of  morality  to  complete  itf. 

3  The  bed  way  to  understand  this  perfect  will  of 
God,,  with  advantage  to  yourfdves  and  others,  is  by  an 
humble-ufe  and  improvement  of  thofe  fpiritual  attain* 
mente  which  any  of  you  are  partakers  of:  For,  to 
fpcak  with  the  apoftolic  authority  which  1  have  recei¬ 
ved  by  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  ( chap *  i*  5.) 
I  now  1  not  only  be  fetch  you  In  love  as  a  brother,  (ver» 
1*)  but  alfo  in  my  great  Lord  and  Mailer’s  name,  ad* 
monilh,  and  charge  every  one  of  you,  who  is  favoured 
with  any  excellent  qualifications,  that,  whatfoever  fuch 
an  one’s  ftation  or  office  may  be  in  the  church,  he  be 
pot  puffed  up  in  his  own  conceit,  to  the  contempt  of 


,  HOT 

I  ms  may  be  called  the  iwtlw  of  fU 

bcCdufc  the  gradmi*  *nd  eticOual  work 
or  the  Spun  tfvft  bc^ini  in  the 

and  «  carried  on  by  further  influence,  under 
Its  fUu  miration,  to  the  will,  affc^ioDs,  and 
ciHirerfrisoi,,  tall  tbwebc  a  thoroqgh  change 
of  t^e  whole  man  inio  the  image  of  'Und  ?* 
W/.^,  cqd 

w 


others ; 

E  5, 

{Cjq},  Hi.  ta  and  Eph.  it.  14.) 

t  The  apoftlc  here  Teem*  to  repretnt  the 
pcrfe&ion  of  the  y^fpcUreveUtiun  with  re* 
fpeit  to  moral  duties,  as  veil  as  to  the 
grounds  of  their  acceptance  with  Goii,  ia 
oppofilton  to  Jttdaif/K  on  ooc  bud,  and  Gea* 
tifi/ki  on  the  other. 


o>,  3tii. 


Tie 


S*9 


4  Far  14  wo 

h:Vt  many  mem¬ 
bers  in  out  biMy, 
tfd  *11  mrmbtf* 
have  not  the 

umc  UEce: 


f  So  we  Wng 
fP.jMiy  irtpw;  bo* 

^  io  Chnit,  aad 

every  one  mem* 
hers  one  of  a  no* 
tiler. 


others  ;  nor  entertain  a  higher  opinion  of  his  know* 
ledge  and  gifts,  graces  and  oTcfnlnefs,  than  becomes 
him,  or  than  God  allows  him,  Of  than  the  nature  of  hia 
fptrirual  and  holy  endowments  admits  of ;  and  that  he 
never  pretend  to  he  wifi;  above  what  he  ought  to  be,  by 
intruding  into  things  too  bigh  for  him,  and  beyond 
what  is  written  ;  but  that '  he  be  humble  and  mo* 
deli  in  his  own  thoughts  of  himfelf,  and  behaviour  to¬ 
wards  his  brethren,  as  remembering  that,  whatever  he 
is  and  has*  better  than  others,  it  is  no  more  than  he 
has  received,  (t  Con  tv.  7.)  and  that  what  has  been 
communicated  to  him  was  not  according  to  his  own  de- 
■  fern,  but  merely  according  to  the  meafare,  proportion, 
or  degree  of  faith,  and  of  all  the  fpiritual  gifts  and 
graces  that  attend  it  and  flow  from  it,  which  God, 
in  hts  infinite  wifdom  and  fuvereign  grace,  has  been 
pleafed  to  beftow  on  every  one  who  has  it,  both  for 
the  good  of  his  own  foul  and  the  edification  of  others. 
And  great  rcafon  there  is,  why  he  (hould  not  be  lifted 
up  wirh  pride,  and  defplfe  others,  on  account  of  what 
he  has  received^  (iCor.  iv.  7*)  efpecially  confidcriug 
the  end  and  ufe  for  which  it  was  given  him. 

4  For,  as  in  the  frame  of  one  and  the  fame  human 
body  we  have  many  members,  that  are  formed,  and 
properly  placed,  for  different  ufes  and  mutual  help, 
and  for  the  good  of  the  whole,  which  is  con&tuted  by 
an  apr  and  beautiful  union  of  them  all  together  into 
one  body  ;  and  {*<}  as  all  thefe  members  of  the  natural 
body  neither  do,  nor  are  fitted,  or  defigned,  toper* 
form  one  and  the  fame  funfticin,  or  operation ;  (*;*!>) 
feme  being  to  ferve  one  fort  of  pnrpofe,  and  orhers  a- 
norher,  as  the  eyes  to  fee,  the  hands  to  work,  the  feet 
to  walk,  and  the  like;  which  are  all  very  ufeful  ard 
necWIiry  in  their  places,  for  the  advantage  of  rhe 
whole  body  ; 

5  So,  to  apply  this  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  We  be* 
lievers,  who  are  united  by  faith  to  Chnlt,  and  anima¬ 
ted  by  his  Spirit,  how  many  foever  there  be  of  us,  how 
various  foever  our  gifts  may  be,  and  how  many  ufes 
and  offices  foever  we  may  be  appointed  to  in  the  church; 
none  of  us,  apart,  and  by  himfelf,  but  all  together,  ia 
conjunction,  make  up  one  fpiritual  body,  which  is  ce¬ 
mented  or ’knit  together,  by  one  fpirit,  in  Chrift,  and 
under  him,' as  our  head.of  influence  and  of  government, 
for  all  the  lac  red  ends  for  which  he  has  flattened  us 
in  his  church :  And  we  all,  by  virtue  of  our  union 
wirh  him,  are  nearly  related  to  each  other,  as  fellow- 

members  of  bis  fpiiicual  body,  to  ferve  fuch  ufes  as  may 

be 
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belt  fuited  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  churchy  in 
out  rcfpe£(:ive  places,  according  to  the  meafurc  of  the 
gift  of  Chrifiy  (Eph.  iv,  7*)  And  therefore  there  is  no 
room  for  anj  of  as  to  exalt  hirofelf  above,  and  defpife 
another,  as  though  he  were  a  needlels  member  ;  But 
every  one  Ihould  be  defirous  of  filling  up  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  fervice  that  he  ought  to  bear  in  the  body,  the 


church,  for  the  good  of  the  whole, 
c  Hiring  thca  6  Having  then  fpiritual  gifts  of  various  kinds,  not 
gtru,  dicing ac*  without  meafure,  as  Chrift,  the  head,  (iaJ  them  alliu 

££1.”  £  theic  utmoli  fulnefc,  (/.i»  iii.  34-)  >  k»*  >“«">» 

tr  n  ms,  whether  one  fort,  and  others  another,  and  that  in  diuerenL  do* 
prophecy,  to  t*t  flffcgj  though  all  tending  to  the  fame  ends,  viz *  The 
Ct’  j™  K'-ory  of  God,  and  the  ediScitioo  of  the  church  ,  tod 
portion  pf  faith;  having  thefe  excellent  gifts*  as  the  fruit  of  God  s  free 

favour*  and  in  fuch  kinds  and  proportions  as  he  in  his 
good  plfiafure  has  communicated  them  to  as*  let  as*  by 
his  affiftance*  faithfully  ufe  and  improve  them  for  the 
beit  purpofcs  for  which  he  has  be  flowed  them  upon  us 
feve  rally,  according  to  our  refpetlive  offiett  and  jtotians 
in  the  church  *  :  If  he  has  appointed  and  called  us  to 
the  office  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  by  opening  and  ap¬ 
plying  the  feripturesof  the  Old  and  New  Teftament*  in 
his  name*  and.  as  of  the  ability  which  he  gives  us ;  let 
us  faithfully  difeharge  this  important  truft,  according 
to  the  meafure  of  cur  light  and  faith  in  the  inyOencs 
of  his  will ;  and  let  us  take  fpedal  heed*  that  it  be  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  analogy*  (*»*«  T"  «****?«')  or  agreeable 
to  the  rule  of  faith*  and  the  plaineft  principles  of  it,  as 
laid  down  in  the  word  of  God*  that  all  may  be  conib* 
riant  to  the  general  loupe  and  tenor  of  the  holy  ferip- 


tores, 


NOTE. 

*  The  jpunlity  of  eapolfcor?  under  ft  and  to  fijmfy,  not  obIjc  the  fcripTurv 

(he^i/frjicr*  mentioned*  a*  figoifyrag  only  by  immediate  in fpirai ion,  orfatetcUingevenis 
fhoie  of  in  <xtraw&n&ry  nature,  with  whitn  by  a  fapemawal  gitt,  bur  any  pleaching  of 
porjr.^s  were  then  endowed  for  dtfdwr&iisg  the  word  by  the  erdbwry*  or  well  b*  exttior* 
the  ftvrril  offiert  here  fpokni  of.  But  I  n*  dinary  affiftancet  of  the  Spirit*  i  Cots  lir.  t, 
t-licr  think,  with  fame  others,  that  theapofile  —5,  ^iee  the  fecood  note  there)  hi  which 
means,  not  mirtlj  miraculous  and  e^traordi*  ienfe  it  U  fttd  of  ChrUT*  faithful  misiftert, 
mry*  bat  slfo  itch  crdittsry  fpiritiut  gifts,  *$  who  arc  palled  his  tw  and  fvt  w 

arc  needful  m  all  ages,  for  tlu  edification  and  fbets*  that,  under  Amichrift’s  trign  they 
advanrjge  of  the  church :  For  tlie  offices,  in  fttouid  pr*pb*fyt  or  bear  witneA  to  ftmft  in 
the  uifeharge  of  which  thefe  gift*  were  to  he  their  preaching,  twelve  hundred  and  fixiy 
exercifed,  have  nothing  To  peculiar  in  (hem  ,  days*  which  are  {tiled  the  dty$ef  thttr  prtpktcfi 
but  what  might  be  fulfilled  without  the  ex*  SUy.  x\.  3,  tf,  to*  Ami  w  pleaching  may  be 
traoHiiury  gift*  of  the  Spirit,  on  let*  *ny  called  because  its  great  bofiftd* 

IhouM  fuppofc  ih*t  fropbcfjing  was  of  that  Is  to  explain  the  prophets  end  apottks,  and 
fort,  But  l  apprehend  no  necclHty  for  fuch  to  declare  what  our  future  apd  vernal  ftaic 
afuptwfitkm,  fincc  all  the  other  following  ftpli  be*  according  to  the  void  of  God;  fc 
eepreffions  feem  to  point  out  ordinary  of5ent  the  church  of  Aeme  were  very  fparingly,  if 
fnch  *s  rtu7*rf!r;n£t  Uacbtttg^  exhorting >  <§rc*  at  all,  furniffecd  with  cxtraer&tuvj  gSti,  u 
and  b:\cc  pivfbcjjtiig  may  &  iwncriincs  tried  appears  Croat  chap- 

h  1  +  *  *  I.  ■ 


Cb.  lit. 
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tures,  and  there  may  he  no  jarring  or  difcord  between 
that  and  our  preaching :  but  one  may  call  an  harmoni¬ 
ous  light  upon  the  other. 

7  Ormiaifcy,  7  Or*  if  any  of  us  be  called  to  the  office  of  dea- 
Ut  *i  w«r  mmt  cons  f,  for  coU<*£fing,  taking  care  of,  and  difiributiug 

Aai'towhrth^on  t*lc  c^urc^  Hock,  and  therein  mi  a  Hiring  to  the  poor 
iflditae^  *  faints,  and  to  the  iupport  of  the  fer rants,  and  ordi¬ 
nances  of  Chrift,  let  us,  with  a]]  prudence  and  faith- 
fulnefs,  frugal  liberality  and  dilligence,  attend  to  the 
work  of  ferving  the  poor's,  the  miniftcr’s,  and  the 
Lord's  .table,  as  thofe  that  would  ufe  the  office  of  .a  dea¬ 
con  well,  to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  and  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  church,  (1  7m.  iii.  13.)  as  to  the  jirfi  of 
thefe  offices  (ver.  6.)  If  any  one  is  called  to  that 
branch  of  the  minitterial  work,  as  a  teacher,  which 
principally  cofififts  in  opening  the  feripeures,  and  in 
lifting  and  explaining,  illuilrating,  proving,  and  de¬ 
fending  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  in  a  doctrinal  way ;  and 
fo  inftru&iog  and  eftaolUhing  his  hearers  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  religion,  let  him  clofely  ftudy  the  word  of 
God,  with  an  humble  dependence  on  his  Spirit  for  light 
and  guidance,  bj  eomparwg  fpiritval  tbingt  vtHb  fpiri - 
tua(t  (1  Cor.  ii.  i3.)  lcriptures  with  feriptures,  both  of 
the  Old  and  New  TclUment?  types,  promifes,  and  pro¬ 
phecies  with  their  accomplishments^  and  obfeurer  with 
plainer  paflages,  for  interpreting  one  by  the  other  5  and 
let  him  feek  light  from  fuch  places  as  principally  treat 
of  any  do&rine,  to  explain  others,  where  it  is  but  in¬ 
cidentally  mentioned,  that  he  may  clearly  know,  and 
faithfully  teach  and  labour  in  preaching  the  mind 

and 


NOTES. 

f  As  all  the  IhndSng  offices  of  the  church  ferenct  to  the  deacons  office^  is  bearing  hi* 
ire  comprehended  in  thofe  of  ht/wps  or  pari  in  the  cxecatiiKi  ti  tha$\  For  I  take  ill 
fim  for  its  fpinjunl,  and  of  decant  for  its  thefe  «prcfltoo*  to  relate  to  cbttrtb-efficcr} ; 
temporal  concerns,  according  to  the  account  and  it  is  to  me  obfcrvahle^  that  the  word 
we  hare  of  thefe  in  the  church  at  Philippi,  {St***™*)  rendered  ndmjhyt  properly  figni* 
chip,  i,  r.  fo  the  epoftle  fee ms  to  imqtd  fktlbeojfUtitfdf\  and  the  word 
thefe  tvo  general  offices  by  prophecy  and  w-  tendered  propbicyt  may  very  well  be  linden 
the  Ufe  of  u/bkh  i>  the  ftuou  to  figmfy  Me  ojfict  Ufeff  like  wife,  (Sen 

word  that  gives  name  to  tbt  oJSce  of  tbofe  the  note  on  ver.l)  But  Ac  following  words 
who  had  the  care  of  the  poor,  and  ferved  bt  that  uacbrs,  be  1 bat  exherut  and  be  that 
tables  jfffi  ri*  i,- — $•  But  in  Urge  chinch-  pwr,  Sc c,  fignifythe  perfitts  employed  la 
<s,  when  oocafions  required  it,  fomt  parts  of  one  or  mother  broach  of  tbofc  offices  rtfpec* 
the  work  belonging  to  iJ«fe  o$cnT  refpec-  tiody* 

lively,  wttt  dtftnbaced  into  fertrM  hands  $  H«ie»  if  I  miftake  not,  the  apoftle  «- 
to  alCtl  or  join  in  them ;  fe  l  am  inclined  to  siuunes  the  confidcracion  of  whet  belongs  to 
think,  that,  in  the  letter  part  of  chit  rerfe,  the  office  of  fwpkefpM gt  or  prtacbitq f*  men- 
init  in  ver,  8.  the  apofUc  fpeakf  of  tin  tbnS  tinned  wr.  4.  which  confiftsof  do5rinct  and 
teaches,  ai?d  him  that  exhorts  *  with  a  reference  exhortation,  Of  confoUlion*  ver,  8,  Ait  4 
to  prcphecjt  as  bearing  a  part  in  that  work,  wrong  dEviiion  of  tbit  and  the  next  TCric, 
either  under  the  character  of  a  eo-paftor,  or  which  has  been  arbitrarily  fixed  in  Utter  ages* 
of  ad  afElhm  :  and  that  be  {peaks  of  Aim  rruy  have  been  one  means  of  miAe&diog  oug 
thot  jfvefj  rules,  and  fievtt  mcrcjt  with  a  re-  thought* 
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and  'will  of  God  ia  bis  wordy  and  fpeak  the  truth  as  it 
is  in  Jefos. 

a  Or  he  that  3  Or  if  any  one  is  principally  called  to  fulfil  the  o- 
gg* 0,1  *U  8nn<*  branch  of  the  ministerial  office,  which  eon- 

dutgieah'Afttw  fifb  in  applying  the  won!  to  confeience,  for  practice 
«j»  it  »iiii  fimpK-  and  improvement,  either  in  a  way  of  exhortation  to  do- 

«*i?:  It  *T*  r*T,ro*”,g  fo*  ®n»  aQd  cautioning  againft  fnares  and 

genee:  he  thkt  dangers  $  (or »» r*  in  a  way  of  confolarion,  di- 

fluwedi  region,  and  fopport  to  affiiOed  fouls,  under  their  ran* 

ous  for n pics,  doubts,  and  fears,  difeoutageraents,  wc.ik- 
neffes  and  borthens,  temptations  and  troubles;  let  him, 
f»  vrfaxMav}  Witb  earned  prayer  for  all  needful  affiftancr, 
lay  their  diftreffed  cafe  to  heart,  and  ftudy  the  different 
circa m fiances  of  it,  together  with  what  there  is  in  the 
■  void  of  God  to  help  and  relieve  under  them,  that  he 
-may  know  how  to  addrefs  fuch  perfons,  fuitable  to  their 
refpedrve  conditions,  and  be  diligent  and  faithful 
therein  ;  and  fo  may  approve  himftif  to  Hod  a  workman 
that  needs  not  to  he  ajhamed \  right l y  dividing  the  word  of 
truth,  and  giving  to  every  one  bis  portion  in  due  feafon, 
(2  Tim.  ii.  15.  and  Luke  xii.  42.)  And  as  to  what  re- 
fpe£b  the  deacon* s  office  *,  He,  who  in  the  execution  of 
that ,  or  of  any  branch  pertaining  to  it,  is  appointed  by 
the  church  to  diftribute  its  public  ftock,  (°  in 

fuch  a  manner  as  may  beft  anfwcrthe  feveral  purpnfrs 
relating  to  its  external  and  temporal  affairs  for  which 
it  is  colle&ed  ;  let  him  do  it  with  Gnglenefs  of  heart, 
free  from  alt  felfifhnefs,  fraud,  and  deceit,  not  for  fa¬ 
vour  or  affedion,  but  t  liberally  and  impartially  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  neceffi ties  and  occafjons  that  require  i: : 
He  that  is  intruded  with  the  church  ftock,  and  with  a 
fu  peri  men  dency  over  it,  to  take  care  that  it  be  duly  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  its  proper  ufes  J  j  let  him  attend  to  this 


NOTES. 

"  Mm  the  vtrfci  might  have  Inn  better  ori£iiull|i  in 
ditukd  ;  and  the  a  pottle's  tkn^hts,  I  cw- 

c*i^  would  have  ton  more  dearie  diitin* 

|wilbed,  hid  the  former  part  of  (bis  mi’e 
been  Added  to  (hr  7th,  end  (he  8th  begun 

*t  thife  mortis, .  He  that  gives*  kt  £iw  da  ii 

VJb 

f  The  word  (oTrxariHi)  rendered  ftmpTxei* 
ft  is  tranJlrtcd  liberaiitjs  1  Cor.  vtri. 

t  He  tb*t  titles  («  piopsrly 

£gfti£es  one  that  ptdides  over  any  tjair  what¬ 
soever;  and  fo  may  relate  to  Mm  that  bad  the 
ohtef  direction  and  management  of  the  church 
dock*  »  Ice  chat  it  were  duly  difpofetbf,  as 
wtlliltohiw  that  prtffded  in  matters  purely 
Spiritual,  or  relating  10  tharch-difiipHnc ; 
ud  yet,  perhaps,  this  might  lie  the  paftor, 
dbc  whole  work  aad  care  of  ibc  church  brine 


p.ut 


r  »,  hands?  For,  as  Dr  Ow; 
objaro,  in  hh  djfcotjrft  on  tbt  tn*?  jwfttre  cj 
4  goJpft-chuTcbt  peg.  i$*.  M  The  apoftle  tiM 
“  not  utterly  iVucgo  the  arc  of 

tkt  mot,  which  UeUift  originally  commuted 

totnem  by  Jeftts  Chriftt  they  would  u:.i 
wholly  divefi  themt'dret  of  ir. — And  ilii 
fame  cate  is  £111  incumbent  on  the  ^rttludn 
pefi  vj  and  t lifts  of  the  churches,  fo  [:t  si 
the  execution  of  It  doth  not  kterftfo  with 
1  heir  prirtci pal  work  and  duty*'*  However, 
as  the  work  of  this  prefHent  is  mtionc:!  k 
tween  other  parts  of  the  work,  that 
to  the  Jfottfji’j  office,  It  is  mMi  natural  to  wi 
derfta&d  it  here*  as  rcfciring  ti>one  employe*! 
in  that  fort  of  frivlcc.  And  this  fen  ft;  of  tlv 
eRprdCon  harmonizes  with,  and  yet  pr  l 


proper 


g:ras 
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Jbewerh  (Mrcvj  - 
vidiphcarfutncfc 


pan  of  his  office  with  great  application,  thonghtfulnefe, 
pains,  and  tnduftry,  as  one  that  defires  to  manage  It. to 
the  beft  advantage,  and  to  acquit  himfelf  with  the  we* 
moft  fidelity  to  his  truft :  And  he,  whofe  peculiar  pro* 
vince  it  may  be  to  vifit  the  licit,  and  them  that  ate  in 
bonds  and  prtfom  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  )  to  relieve  the 
poor,  the  fatherlcfe,  the  widows,  and  diftreffed  (Iran* 
gers ;  and  to  take  care  that  none  of  them  want  fiich 
things  as  may  be  needful  and  convenient  for  them ; 
let  him  engage  and  per  lift  in  thefe  merciful  works  with 
all  readinefs  of  mind  without  grudging  his  own  time 
and  labour,  or  the  extraordinary  expencc,  which,  on 
fome  occasions,  may  be  requisite  for  the  iiipport  and 
charitable  affiAance  of  the  moll  necefiitous  and  af* 


9  la  late  it 
without  dilllnnu- 
frtioa  *  Abhor 

that 


fli&zd  among  them  ;  end  let  him  treat  them,  not  in  a 
rough  and  haughty,  ftern,  or  cold:  manner  ;  but  with 
all  affability,  tendernefs,  and  companion,  and  with  fuch 
alacrity  of  mind  and  countenance,  as  fhali  convince 
them,  that  he  takes  pleafure  in  helping  and  comforting 
them. 

9  As  to  general  duties  that  are  incumbent  upon  you 
as  private  Chriftians;  let  your  fupreme  affedion,  in  a 
way  of  defire,  elteem,  and  delight,  be  placed  on  tbc 
Lord  Jefus  *,  and  on  God  through  him,  without  hy- 
pocrify;  in  heart,  and  not  in  pretence  or  profelEou 
only ;  (hew  forth  its  fiocerity  by  keeping  his  command¬ 
ments,.  and  not  think  them  grievous,  (t  John  v.  3.) 
and  let  your  love  to  fellow-Chriftians  and  fellow-crea¬ 
tures,  in  the  various  infbncesto  be  hereafter  mention¬ 
ed,  bs  unfeigned  and  hearty  •,  not  in  wordt  neither  in 
tonguexbul  in  deed  and  in  1rutbt(i  John  iii,  t8.)  not  in  a 
way  of  mere  compliment,  dr  with  hypocritical  aits  of  pity 
and  companion,  faying  to  the  poor  among  them,  Depart 
in  peaee%  be  ye  warmed  and  filled ;  without  giving  them 
thofe  things  which  are  needful for  them ,  (Jam*  it.  id.) 
But  let  your  love  work  pra&icaliy  toward  them  in  all 
kind  difpofitione  and  good  fruits,  as  the  dreum  fiances 
of  things  may  require.  From  this  principle,  fee  that 
ye  not  only  abftain  and  depart  from  all  iniquity,  from 
every  thing  that  is  offenfive  to  God,  defiling  to  your* 

felves. 


NOTES. 

thill,  «id  Hm  that  firm  merer,  in  tlii  clofe  moft  immediately  to  be  meant  of  hvt  to  cm 
d[  the  refc,  which  fiem  to  relate  to  what  is  isotitr ;  yet  it  may  be  conlidered  both  with 
done  Ijy  church -officer*,  rather  thap  by  pfi-  relation  to  tie  lord,  whom  we  art  to  fine 
vote  GiriSliartt ;  became  Aim  that  ju/ri  i»  pla-  vitk  ftrvtmj  ef  Jfarit,  vtr.  i  r.  and  without 
red  between  thetnt  and  the  duties  of  private  fovc  to  whom,  no  Chriftiin  duty  towards  o» 
Chrirtuns,  in  difiriiat iajf  tt  toe  » tumtiti  if  iher,  can  lie  performed  aright;  and  with  re» 
tb?  faints,  and  beiafc  firm  to  fafpiuBty,  are  lation  to  oar  atighbtar,  in  the  fevcral  branch** 
ji, lifted  on  afterwards,  ter.  tj.  of  it  that  are  drawn  out  in  the  following 

*  Though  the  hut  here  fpoken  of  ft  suit  c[ifcour& 
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felves*  and  injurious  to  others*  and  from  every  thing 

wbfchbgood.  ‘  tlut  his  word  and  your  own  conferences  condemn  as 

finfal  j  bur*  In  imitation  of  him  who  is  of  purer  eyes 

than  to  behold  iniquity*  keep  up  the  utmoft  deteflation 
and  abhorrence  of  it*  as  the  worft  of  alt  kind  of  eviis. 


In  its  contrariety  to  God*  and  to  your  own  bappincfs, 
that  ye  may  bare  no  manner  of  fellowQiip  with  it*  but 
.  may  hare  it  with  a  perfect  hatred  in  yourfelves  and  0- 
tbers,  and  even  in  thofe  wbofe  perfons  ye  moft  Cncere- 
Jy  and  affectionately  love  :  On  the  contrary*  whatfoc- 
vcr  is  holy*,  good*  and  excellent  in  itfelf*  approved  of 
God,  and  honourable  to  his  name*  good  for  yourfelves, 
and  ufeful  to  others  ;  let  every  thing  of  this  natoie  be 
the  objeQ  of  your  defire  and  purfuit,  love  and  choice, 

and  the  matter  of  your  daily  pndice ;  pcrfcvcre  fo  fiea- 

dtiy  in  it*  and  adhere*  by  divine  grace*  fo  ctofely  and 

rdolotely  to  it*  in  fpeecb*  heart*  and  behaviour,  that 
no  terrors*  or  allurements*  nor  any  conliderarioa  what* 
fbevcr*  may  ever  affright*  entice*  or  draw  you  off  from 
it :  And  above  all  things  elfe*  let  it  be  your  great  con¬ 
cern  to  cleave  11 ritb  purppfe  ef  heart  to  the  Lord,  as  your 
chief  and  ail»comprehendtng  good*  and  bigheft  end.  ( A3s 
xi.  23.) 

jo  As  to  the  more  particular  and  mutual  duties 

ueuiiDtd  one  .  •  .  ,  r  .  .  , 

10  another,  «itH  yeowe  in  common  one  to  another,  fee  that  ye 

brotherly  lore;  in  be  ardent!  v,  tenderly  and  complacentialiy  affectionate 

other*  and  propenfe  to  treat  one  another  with 
{one  a,  friendOiip  and  kindnefs*  by  a  fort  of  natural 

inftinA*  like  that  which  is  between  parents  and  their 
children  $  (fowvr*)  and  let’there  be  reciprocal  returns 
of  love  for  love*  the  obligation  being  the  fame  upon 
you  all*  as  brethren  in  Cbrift,  who  ihould  endeavour  to 
■  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace *  and  are 
Caught  <f  God  to  love  one  another *  (Eph.  i».  3.  and  1 
Theff,  iv.  9.}  and  let  your  love  be  as  refpeSlJul  as  I  trull 
tt  is  finceic,  each  one  thinking  and  fpeaking  more  ho¬ 
nourably  of  another’s  gifts*  graces,  and  fervices*  than  of 
his  own*  and  calling  a  maotte  over  bis  fanlts*  inftead 
of  magnifying  and  expoGng  them 5  and  fo  in  all  lowli - 
nefj  of  mind,  let  each  efteetn  another  better  than  himfeif, 
(Phil.  ii.  3.)  as  being  coufcious  of  more  iniquity  and 
jdilorder  in  his  own  heart*  to  keep  him  bumble,  than  he 
can  fee  in  others*  to  degrade  them  5  and  yet  let  none 
under  pretence  of  giving  way  to  others*  as  more  emi¬ 
nent*  negled*  or  think  themfelves  excufed  from  fuch 


u  Not  Doth- 
N  in 

fervent 


duties  as  they  are  called  to. 

1 1  Let  them  take  heed  of  an  idolent  and  careleft, 
lazy  and  fluggifli  temper  and  behaviour,  with  refpect 
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fa  lent  in  fpiriti  to  the  affaire  of  the  civil  and  religions  life,  and  with  re- 
ki-tisg  ibcLotdi  fpgQ  to  their  being  afefnl  in  their  feveral  Rations,  as 

tho*  they  were  to  do  nothing  at  ail,  becanfe  they  appro* 
hend,  that  they  cannot  do  fo  much,  or  fo  well  as  others } 
bnt  let  them  engage  in  every  fervice  with  an  iftive  vi¬ 
gorous  fpiric,  and  with  all  the  fervours  of  love  to  God, 
and  facred  zeal  for  his  glory,  tinder  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghoft,  as  doiog  the  will  of  God  from  the  heart,  ' 
that  i vhatfoever  their  bands  j Snd  to  do  for  Godf  them* 
felves,  or  others,  they  may  do  it  -with  their  might , 
(Eccle f.  it.  to.)  as  knowing  that  they  are  thereby  fei* 
ving  the  Lord  Chrift,  in  obedience  to  his  commands 
and  for  his  honour  and  glory. 

n  Rejoicing  in  12  And,  to  animate  them  herein,  let  them  go  for- 
lope;  patient  in  wsr(j  God’s  way  and  work  with  alacrity  and  delight, 

r'ntinuingjn0«o -  as  thofe  who,  through  grace,  are  well  allured  of,  and 
ibnc  in  prayer ;  rejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  faivarion,  to  crown  all  their 

labours  of  love,  and  make  them  completely  happy  for 
ever  :  With  this  view  and  hope,  let  them  be  meek  and , 
patient  towards  each  other,  and  fubmiffive*  calm,  and 
refigned  to  the  will  of  God,  under  their  prefent  pro¬ 
vocations,  trials,  and  aflii£lians,  and  fuftain  them  with 
an  abiding  and  holy  courage ;  And  as  nothing  of  this 
kind  can  be  done  without  help  from  heaven,  let  them 
be  earaeft  and  importunate  in  humble  fupplication  and 
prayer  to  God,  with  faith  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  for 
all  feafonable  abidances  of  his  Spirit  5  and  whether  they 
receive  immediate  anfwers  to  their  prayers,  or  not,  let 
them  perfevere therein,  (Luke  xviii.  i, — 8,)  and  not  give 
over  till  they  have  obtained  mercyt  and  found  grace  to 
help  them  in  every  time  of  need .  (Heb.  iv.  1 6-) 

i,  Diftribu-  13  And  that  there  may  be  no  defed  in  your  Cbrif- 
Sng tothc neerf-  tian  charity ,  (ver.  10.)  let  thofe  of  you,  that  are  capa* 

rtcii  to  hoTpiu-  fhow  your  love  and  companion  to  Ghrift’s  poor,  to 
*«r*  fuch  as  make  a  credihle  profeflion  of  being  fan&ified  and 

formed  into  his  holy  image,  by  readily  communicating 
to  their  u(e,  for  the  relief  of  their  wants,  and  refrefH- 
ing  their  bowels,  like  perfons,  who  have  a  fellow-feel¬ 
ing  with  them  in  all  their  ftraits  and  exigencies ;  that 
w hilft,  u  ye  have  opportunity,  ye  make  conference*  as 
ye  ought,  of  doing  good  unto  oily  ye  mar  efpecially  a- 
bound  therein  to  the  honjbold  of faitht  (Gal,  vi.  to.) 
and  when  any  honeft,  religious  Grangers,  that  are  poor 
and  deftitute,  come  among  you,  or  any  perfecotrd  rai- 
nifters,  or  Chriftians,  that  are  driven  from  houfe  and 
home,  are  with  you  ;  Teck  and  purfue  ail  ways, 

means,  and  opportunities  of  entertaining  them  hofpita- 
biy,  without  grudging  or  backwardr.cf? ;  bet  with  a 

laudible 
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14  Bids  them 
vfcich  pcHecttte 
you;  blcis,  fend 
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i j  Rejoice  with 
them  that  do  re¬ 
joice,  and  weep 
with  them  that 
weep- 
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laudable  liberality,  according  to  your  circumftances,  and 

with  the  great  eft  freedom  and  delight,  after  the  exam¬ 
ples  of  Abraham  and  Ltf,  who,  by  en tertaining  Jt  rangers , 
entertained  angels  unavrarts*  {Gen*  sviit,  i,  and 
lix*  I,  4tc*  compared  with  Hub.  xiiu  2-) 

14  And  as  ye  have  enemies^  as  well  as  friends ,  to  deal 
with,  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  mifbehave  toward 
them;  but  while  they  are  malicioufly  abuGngand  per* 
fecuting  you,  for  righteoufnefs  fake,  either  with  their 
longues  or  bands,  or  both ;  inftcad  of  returning  the 
like  injuries  to  them,  do  ye  fpeak  civilly  to  them,  and 
as  well  of  them,  as  the  nature  of  things  admits  of  \  (™~ 
teyttrs}  cordially  wifh  their  happinefs,  and  endeavour  to 
do  them  good  \  and,  according  to  the  command  and 
example  of  the  meek  and  humble  Jefus,  {Ittkvi,  28. 
and  xxiii*  34.}  pray  for  the  blcffings  of  grace  and  glory, 
and  for  the  blclSngs  of  Providence  too,  as  far  as  may  be 

for  their  real  good  to  come  down  upon  them :  Beg  of 
God  to  convince  them  of  their  errors,  to  forgive  their 
fins,  and  to  blefs  them  in  turning  them  from  their  ini¬ 
quities  :  And  let  not  bleffing  and  curling  proceed  out  of 
the  lame  mouth  and  heart,  {Jam*  iib  to.}  Never  ren¬ 
der  evil  for  evil,  or  railing  far  railings  b air  cantrarvwije 
bkffing  j  knowing  that  ye  are  thereunto  called^  that  ye 
Jbouid  inherit  a  bUffing*  (1  Pet.  iii.  9.) 

15  Whether  ye  have  to  do  with  enemies  or  friends, 
endeavour  to  maintain  a  fympathizing  fpirit,  with  hu¬ 
manity  towards  all  men,  as  partakers  of  the  fame  com¬ 
mon  nature  with  them  ;  and  with  brotherly  affc£tiun 
toward  your  fellow  Chriftians,  as  members  of  the  fame 
fpirit  Dal  body  with  them,  (1  Car.  xii.  26-)  iiiiieaclof  en¬ 
vying  and  repining  at  the  happmeft  of  tbofe  that  are 
furrounded  with  mercies,  and  enriched  with  Meflings, 
whether  temporal  or  fpiritual,  rejoice  with  them  there¬ 
in,  that  ye  may  {bare  in  their  juft  and  lawful,  and  es¬ 
pecially  in  their'  religious  joys,  by  taking  pleafure  in 
their  prafperity  as  God  doth  in  that  of  his  fervanrs, 
(P/al*  xxxv.  27.)  and  as,  /peaking  after  the  manner  of 
men,  God V own  love  and  tendernefc  to  his  people  is 
exprefled  by  his  being  ajfUSted  in  ail  their  a$ihmis% 
(Ita.  Ixiii*  9.)  fo  be  ye  touchingly  affected  with  the  Ioffes 
and  miferies,  fears  and  dangers  of  them  that  are  in 
any  trouble,  relating  to  this  world  or  the  next:  En¬ 
deavour  to  Iboihe  and  foften  their  griefs  and  tears,  by 
condoling  with  them,  and  {hewing  your  compaflionate 
concern  for  them,  and  readme  ft  to  do  what  in  you  lyes, 
by  prayer,  counfel,  and  all  poflihle  means,  toaflift  and 
comfort  them  a  ctmfidcriug  that  ycycutft  lvesarein  the 

body, 
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body,  and  might  have  been,  or  Toon  may  bet  in  the 
like  deplorable  circuit)  fiances,  (Heb.  siii.  3.)  and  that 
your'  own  iniquities  have  deferred  them. 

*r  d  16  Whatever  difference  there  may  be  in  your  out- 
t ward*  u?m  her  ward  condition  as  me s,  or  in  your  inward  attainments 
Minj  not  high  as  Cbrifliaiu>  or  in  your  profejjipni  as  Jewifb  or  Gentile 
thins*,  boi  con-  converts,  labour  to  be  as  harmonious  as  poflible  among 

dlaic!"^!  yoorfelves :  Whether  ye  can  think  juft  alike  in  leffer 
not  *ifc  in  four  matters,  or  riot,  Be  fere  10  cultivate  a  mutual  friendly 
owa  conceits,  difpofition  of  mind,  and  fa  me  ocfs  of  affe&ion  towards 

one  another ;  every  one  driving,  by  divine  grace,  to 
keep  up  the  fame  charitable  temper  towards  his  brother 
in  the  Lord,  and  to  wife  as  well  to  him,  and  fliew  the 
fame  wiilingaefe  on  all  occalions,  to  do.  him  good,  as 
be  defiles  and  cxpcAs,  that  his  brother  feould  Ihew  to 
to  himfelf;  Neither  affetk  pre-eminence  over  others} 
but  treat  inferiors  with  condefeending  kindnefs  3  nor 
afpire  after  great  things  in  this  world  •,  but  rather  look 
upon  them  with  an  holy  indifference  and  difdain :  If 
the  providence  of  God  bring  any  of  you  into  ftrait  and 
necefetous  circum  fiances  * ;  leant  to  fubmit  with  all 

r  r 

humility  aod  cheerfulnefs  of  mind  to  them,  that  your 
fpirit  may  not  be  above  your  condition :  but  may  be 
brought  down  to  a  contented  acquiescence  in  it:  And 
if  auy  of  you  are  raifed  to  temporal  efiates  and  digni¬ 
ties,  take  heed  of  fening  your  hearts  upon  them,  and 
being  puffed  up  with  them  ;  and  fee  that  ye  carry  it  with 
the  greateft  affability,  coutteoufncfs,  and  freedom  to 
perfons  of  the  lowcft  rank :  Do  not  be  alhamed  to  ftoop 
to  any  proper  office  of  brotherly  love  and  kindnefs  to 
the  poorefl,  and  moil  defpicable  faints  upon  earth  ;  but 
be  ready  to  treat  them  with  benevolence,  and  to  con- 
verfe  familiarly  with  tbcm,  that,  like  Davidt  though  a 
king,  ye  may  be  companions  of  all  them  that  fear  God; 
(Pfal.  cxix.  63.)  and  in  whatever  tituation  the  Lord  has 
placed  you,  as  to  worldly,  or  fpiritual  endowments  ) 
have  a  care  of  entertaining  a  high  opinion  of  your  own 
wifdom,  on  any  account  whitfoever,  {Prov.  iii.  7.)  \ 
and  particularly  of  being  fo  vain  as  to  imagine  that  ye 
baye  no  further  need  of  divine  direftion  and  influence  $ 
or  as  to  conceit  that,  if  ye  are  richer  and  greater  in  this 
world,  ye  are  therefore  wifer  and  better  than  others, 
and  have  no  need  of  any  alb  fiance,  counfel,  or  advice 
from  them. 


NOTE. 


17  Whe- 


►  What  islimtnnbtcil,  tt  wi  »f  trar  (ro<{  ravum,.)  Accordingly  I  have 

cjitilc,  owy  as  well  fifnify,  fo  lav,  «r  ma»  taken  Uah  fade*  into  die  paia^irait. 
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to  M  roan  evil 
for  cfil  Provide 
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the  igbt  of  iH 
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fible,  u  ranch  as 
Jkth  in  jog,  live 
peuvabiv  with 
all 


tg  Dearly  be* 
loved,  avenge  not 

THirftlveSfbDt  ra¬ 
ther  girt  place 
nut*  wrath;  for 

it 


17  Whether  3  man  be  your  friend  or  foe,  a  Chriftiart 
or  3  heathen,  that  has  a&cd  an  unrighteous  and  injuri¬ 
ous  part  toward  you  ;  Take  heed  of  giving  way  to  re* 
vengeful  or  paffionate  refentments,  or  of  going  into  any 
iniquitous  or  hurtful  praftices,  by  way  of  retaliation 
upon  him,  which  would  be  to  imitate  Jus  evil  eiample, 
and  make  yourfirives  fharers  in  his  guilt.  Whatever  o- 
tbers  do,  let  it  be  your  confcientious  care  and  concern, 
by  divtne  afiiftance,  to  contrive,  and  go  into  fuch  mca- 
fures  of  conduit,  as  (hall  be  (***«)  good,  generous,  and 
honourable  iij  themfelves,  and  every  way  becoming 

iour  Chriftian  characters,  not  only  in  the  fight  of  the 
-ord,  hut  in  the  judgment  of  all  the  unprejudifed  part 
of  mankind,  (2  Or*  viii.  21.}  that  none,  no  not  the 
worft  of  your  enemies,  may  ever  be  ahle  to  upbraid  you 
with  having  done  an  unworthy  or  indecent  thing.  (PUL 
iv*  8*) 

18  In  this  manoer,  ftudy  the  things  which  make 
for  the  peace  and  welfare  of  all  mankind,  fhar,  were  it 
polEble,  there  might  be  no  feuds  or  quarrels,'  jam  or  un- 
eafinedes  between  you  and  others,  in  any  circumftaDces 
or  relatione  of  life  :  And  how  impracticable  foever,  in 
fome  Gtuations,  this  may  be  with  perfons  of  an  unhappy 
temper,  and  araidft  all  the  dtfcnlcrs  of  this  finful  ana 
ill-natured  world ;  yet  let  nothing  be  wanting  on  your 
part,  that  may  contribute  towards  it;  but  as  far  as  is 
confiftent  with  truth  and  fatthfulnefs,  honour  and  con* 
fcieoce,  and  with  your  duty  in  other  refpecta,  labour, 
to  the  urmoft  of  your  power,  to  cultivate  a  peaceable 
and  quiet  temperand  deportment,  in  your  dealings  with 
perfons  of  all  ranks,  proftffions,  and  characters;  Gnte 
the  beauty  and  happinefs  of  all  fociety,  whether  civil 
or  facred,  your  own  comfort,  and  the  credit  of  religion 
very  much  depend  upon  ir,  and  cannot  fubfift  without  it* 
19  That  no  provocation  may  ever  tranfport  you  fo 
far,  as  to  abate  your  concern  for  peace,  let  me  intreat 
you,  my  dearly  beloved  friends  and  brethren,  who  have 
known  and  experienced  fo  much  of  the  merciful  kind- 
nth  and  forgiving  grace  of  God  toward  you,  to  keep  fo 
ftri ft  a  watch  over  your  angry  paflione,  as  not  to  go  a-* 
bout  to  do  yourfelvcs  j office,  in  a  way  of  private  and 
peribnal  revenge  upon  your  enemies,  (ver.  20.);  no, 
nor  to  feek  fatisfaftion  from  them,  in  a  due  conrfe  of 
law,  from  a  litigious  fpirit,  inftead  of  doing  it  from  a 
define  of  prefervmg  the  peace  and  order  of  focicty,  and 
of  obtaining  juft  Ice  to  yourfdves  for  any  affronts  or  in¬ 
juries,  that  ye  may  have  received  from  them;  But,  as 
is  moil  eligible,  honourable,  and  comfortable  to  your 


Ch.  liu 


The  EpiJUe  t»  the  Romaics  parapbrafeh 


i:  is  written,  Ven- 
fenicc  i*  mine; 
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own  fouls,  labour  rather,  on  the  contrary,  fo  far  to  flip- 
prefk  the  heat  aud  re  tenement  of  your  own  tern  per,  as 
to  turn  away  *  their  wrath  with  a  foft  anfwer,  {Prbv* 
xv>  u)  anti  to  pacify  it  by  yielding  to  it,  inf  lead  of  ir¬ 
ritating  it  yet  more  and  more,  by  inremperatrfy  and  uti- 
fc^onably  fctting  yourfelves  to  oppofe  and  refill  it* 
[EctUf*  x.  4.)  or  elfc  endeavour  to  get  out  of  the  way  of 
their  fury,  that  its  torrent  may  run  off^  without  doing 
you  any  hurt :  And  when  ye  have  done  all  that  become  9 
you,  to  divert  it*  it  they  ftill  continue  their  rage  a  gain  ft 
you*  calmly  leave  them  to  the  impartial  judgment  of 
God,  who  belt  knows  how  to  deal  with  them,  and  will 
one  day  right  your  caufc:  For  it  is  recorded,  {Dsut* 
xxxii,  35*)  to  the  encouragement  of  his  peuple,  ami  rcj 
{training  thgir  fretful  impatience,  under  the  oppirlliona 
of  his  and  their  enemies;  It  is  my  fupreme  right  and 
prerogative,  fays  the  infinitely  wife  and  holy  Lord* 
ruh  r  and  judge  of  the  univerfe,  who  can  do  no  wrong, 
to  inflia  dt Served  pumlhments  ;  and  it  belongs  to  me 
to  or;!er  how  and  when  It  fhali  be  done*  I  will  render 
tribulation  and  wrath  to  evil  doers*  cither  by  my  im¬ 
mediate  providence,  or  by  the  equitable  laws  of  civil 
government*  or  by  fome  other  means  in  this  world ;  or  at 
fartheft*  by  terrible  executions  of  vindictive  juftiec  on 
incorrigible  Goners,  in  the  great  day  of  retribution*  hi 
the  world  to  come;  leaving  therefore  the  matter  in 
God*s  band*  be  ye  ready  to  do  all  offices  of  kindneft 
and  companion,  even  ro  the  worft  of  your 
ftead  of  avenging  yourfelves  upon  them* 

ao  If  therefore  any  of  your  adverfaries,  thut  have  been 
molt  injurious  to  you,  and  have  even  violently  perfrciM 
ted  you,  be  ready  ro  peri fli  with  hunger*  do  not  neglect, 
much  lefsinfult,  reproach,  and  cenfure  bim,  as  receiving 
the  due  reward  of  his  evil  deeds  againfl  you ;  but,  to  flit  nr 
your  companion  are  and  forgiving  fpirit,  ehcurtully  and 
tenderly  fuppiy  him  with  neceflary  and  con vetnent  food 
for  his  refreshment*  (fee  Prov*  xxv*  i*  72*)  according  to 
your  ability  and  his  wants*  even  as  one  would  feed  and 
nourifti  an  infant,  or  fick  perfon,  that  is  not  capable  of 
helping  hhnfetf.  (4«**f*  (tin-crj  If  he  be  uneafy,  and  in 
danger  of  f.dtiEingf  for  thirft,  afford  him  fealoiuble  re¬ 
lief,  by  giving  him  fomething  to  drink*  that  fhairbd 
tnoft  proper  for  him*  according  to  ;hc  opportunities  you 
may  have  of  doing  it  i  For  in  this  w;iy  of  kind  and  friend. 

;y. 

NOT  E.t 

*  dhr**  pWc  fa  wtfi,  m*?  relate  cither  *  rm&r  tribufethis  to  jhtjs  tbzt  irzz&hlib  pc6\  icf 
Lt>  the  wfilb  of  fitir  en-imcs,  or  tilt?  wrath  i» 

with  v.Jiojw  it  is  a  /  thi*'*  ft 
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ly^  merciful*  and  beneficent  conduft  towards  him*  you 
wiltcithcr  moliify  hi*  fpirit »  and  make  him  your  friend, 
by  inching  him  down  into  the  moft  ingenuous  confu- 
fion  and  rclentirrgs,  at  the  thought  of  all  the  injuriei 
thiit  he  has  been  guilty  of  againft  God,  and  you  his 
generous  benefactor;  and  fo  your  favours  to  him  will 
anfwer  their  dire£t  and  deli  red  end,  oven  a$  the  arti¬ 
ficer  diflblves  bard  metal,  by  heaping  coals  of  fire  upon 
it :  Or  clfc,  if,  after  alit  he  (hall  remain  fo  ungrateful¬ 
ly  and  obftmatdy  perverfe,  as  not  to  he  won  upon  by  all 
your  generous  and  endearing  treatment,  it  will  confe- 
quemially  aggravate  his  guilt  and  ruin,  and  bring  the 
heavier  vengeance  from  rhe  righteous  God  upon  him, 
which  will  be  like  coals  of  unquenchable  fire  heaped 
upon  him ;  and  which,  though  you  ought  not  to  de^ 
6re  it,  will  be  fuch  a  terrible  retrifmtion  of  his  evil,  that 
you  need  not  meditate  any  revenge  of  your  own  for  It. 

21  Upon  the  whole  then,  let  no  ill  treatment,  you 
meet  with  from  others,  get  an  inglorious  mattery  over 
you,  fo  as  to  difeompofe  your  fpirit,  ami  inflame  your 
angry,  malicious,  arid  impatient  pffions,  or  fo  as  to 
make  you  weary  of  (hewing  love  and  kindnefs  to  your 
enemies,  { ver .  20.)  or  defirous  of  returning  evil  far 
evil,  (ver*  iy.)  this  would  be  really  to  enltave  your  own 
mind,  and  give  your  adverfaries  the  greateft  opportu¬ 
nity  of  triumphing  over  you.  But,  on  the  contrary', 
labour,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  eicrcife  all  meekncls, 
kin  tin  eft,  and  forbearance,  under  the  htghefl  provoca¬ 
tions  i  and  in  that  manner  purfue  the  noble  ft  of  all  vic¬ 
tories  over  your  enemies  and  over  your  own  refentmems 
too,  by  returning  good  for  evil :  For  he  that  is  jlow  to 
tingiT)  is  bitter  than  the  mighty ;  and  he  that  rules  bit 
ffiritt  than  he  that  takes  a  city*  (Prov,  avi.  32.) 


&£ ‘COLLECTIONS. 

_  j 

n 

How  (bon Id  a  conftrftraLrun  of  the  endearing  mercies  of  God  engagers  to 
yield  iip  ounelves,  as  a  living  Cicriftce,  holy  and  acceptable  to  him  !  Thw  is  c- 
Very  *ay  a  inoft  rcafonable  fervice.  And  how  fliouki  uur  hearts  be  ioofentd 
from  this  world,  and  from  all  its  fioful  fafiiiona,  cuftomt,  and  practices;  and 
bow  dclifovs  of  fuch  a  renovation  of  our  minds,  by  the  bieifed  Spirit,  as  fliai! 
tr  *  ns  farm  ns  into  the  image  of  God,  and  give  us  an  experi menial,  practical, 
mid  approving  acquaintance  with  every  thing  that  i&  good  in  itfelf,  pleaGrg  to 
bin),  through  Jefus  ChriH,  and  age  cable  to  his  holy  will  *  But,  be  our  gift*, 
giaccs,  ami  lenders  ever  fo  grtat,  we  fhotrid  keep  up  modeft  and  humble  thoughts 
€>;  o.!rililvcs,  and  not  he  wife  in  our  own  conceit,  or  dcfprfe  others;  lihic  .-sfl 
that  wv  icrccivr,  is  according  to  the  me  a  fare  of  the  gift  of  Chrift  to  us.  as  his 
members ,  for  the  good  ef  the  whole  body,  Wonderful  is  the  grace  and  care 
of  the  great  Head  of  the  church  in  providing  for  it.  He  hasfurnilhed  it  wish 
fuch  gifts  and  officers,  as  are  neceffkry  for  its  fpirit uil  edification,  and  far  ms* 
tv  aging  its  temporal  concerts ;  and  has  ord<mrd  M  hh  fervanta  to  at  lend  tn 
Uieir  charge  with  integrity,  diligence*  and  chearfaincfc,  according  to  thegr^- 

gKa 


Ch,  tiiL 


The  Epijlle  to  iht  Rcrtitts  paraphrdfefL  $ii 

given  to  them,  and  the  rule  ut  hh  won!.-— And*  as  to  the  dirties  df  private 
Chriftians,  they  arc  called  to  the  fincereft  love*  the  iroft  affVCcjonate  deportment* 
and  honourable  regards*  one  towards  another;  to  deleft  every  thing  that  is  fin- 
full  and  cleave  to  all  that  is  good ;  to  be  vigoroitfiy  active  in  the  bu  finds  of 
iheir  civil  and  religious  fkrtuwti*  and  fervent  iti  every  fi.-rvtcfe,  as  doing  it  to 
the  Lord;  fo  rejoice  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  and  to  be  patient  and  rdigncd  td 
tilt  will  of  Cotl»  under  all  their  trials  and  aftlidions,  and  perfeveribg  in  ear ne ft 
prayer.  How  amiable  are  the  Chriftian  morals  founded  in  evangelical  love ;  ind 
how  far  furpafling  all  that  was  ever  pva&ifcd  or  taught,  by  the  roc  ft  refined 
heathens  !  This  love,  which  has  ftich  an  influence  upon*  and  fuch  a  bean* 
riful  turn  to  all  morality*  is  without  diflunuliti tin  ;  It  n  liberal  to  the  necr^i* 
tons,  efpecially  to  the  poor  that  bear  the  cha  rafters  of  hotfnefs;  and  is  hoipita* 
Me  to  good  and  hone (l  n;r^ngers*  cfpeciaUy  thole  thitC  fufter  for  ngtueoufncfa 
fahe:  It  infpires  us  with  fuch  a  fellow-feeling  with  others*  as  makes  uk  rejoice 
with  the  happy*  and  mourn  with  the  afflicted  ;  It  Uhuinbit  arid  corn! e residing 
to  men  of  the  lowed:  degree  and  benevaknt  to^  otir  very  enemies  :  It  implore* 
blrffittgs  upon  the  heads  of  thofe  that  ptrfecute*  abufc*  and  aide  us :  H  dudra 
to  refer  an  injured  caul?  to  the  righteous  judgment  of  God*  rather  than  render 
evil  for  evil*  or  feck  private  revenge  f  It  endeavours  to  tire  peaceably  with  all 
men,  and  behave  with  honour  toward  them  :  And  it  takes  plctfiirc  in  giving  food 
and  drink,  to  poor  needfitous  enemies,  ' in  melting  thtrrii  with  Linduefs,  and  o* 
vercomtng  Cvil  with  good* 


*4 

■ 


CHAP.  XIII. 

■  r 

The  apqflte  lays  out  the  July  of  fuhjtElion  to  civil  government  ,  with  fe~ 
verat  reafons  to  enforce  it y  I, — 7*  And  then  returns  to  his  exhor* 
iaiions  to  mutual  fcve,  8, — 10*  And  goes  on  to  temperance  andf** 
brUty  i  11,-14, 


Tv.tr* 

7  ET  every  foul 
^  be  fabj eft  un¬ 
to  the  higher 
powers 


Paraphrase, 

r  ET  every  perfon  **  whether  he  be  a  Jewtjh  j', 

"  Gentile  convert,  ccclcfiaftic  or  Uy-rnan,  Eats 
heed  of  imagining  that  he  is  under  no  obligation  to 

own  the  authority  of  civil  government  in  all  lawful 

things 


NOTTS. 


*  As  iii  chap.  xii.  U  thcapoftle  had  put 

the  body  fur  the  1 efo!t  wur,  the  better  to  com¬ 
mit  with  his  ajlnfion  n>  ihc  kg^t'lacrifiLes* 
v,hufc  boeUs  were  oflWed  op  to  God  5  fo  he 
here  puts  the  Jtui  for- the  p<tjbpt  to  inti* 
nwte  that  it  is  by  the  fart  tliat  we  ii«  pro¬ 
per  fubjota  of  civil  and  moral  government, 
hod  that  this*  as  well  as  the  Wy,  is  to  lv« 
engaged  in  the  ulrcdienrc  doc  to  n>ijjprtraies. 

T  The  Jews  having- a  p mud  conceit  of 
thnnfcives,  us  the  dhly  people  of  God,  pre¬ 
tended  that  they  ought  not  to  ftibmit  to  any 
chil  governors,  amt  pay  tfibutt  to  them,  lta- 

Icfs  they  were  of  thrir  own  nutiou  utifl  w.Ik 
gion,  and  were  for  over  them  by  the  fperial 
appointment  of  God*  their  fnprnrc  Lord 
ami  King;  and  fothey  wtrcprqiidiSdajabft 
:he  fawn  power,  as  unlawful*  bettuw  it 
uiis  both  foreigi;t  herffan  :  And  as  the 
spoilt*  and  ni^ay  Christ  if  theil*  days. 


were  of  the  JeiwJ  nation,  they  wert  fljrjma- 
tized  by  the  Jfwmwi,  as  a  Tuheliitnis  people, 
that  ware  ooemiefi  to  the  public  peace  ind  or-* 
der  of  the  civil  govrninteiit,  kvi*  to,  :it 


mpmat 

a  fpeciai  eye  t o-^Wdirrrj,  reprcienrs  the  duly 
of  all  Chriftwns*  owning  fobinlusiic  :» 
&ny  civil  g^ivernment,  under  whkh  the  pro¬ 
vidence  6f  God  call  their  lot,  ran  though  :t 
were  beatiiM,  as  the  cnipire  th^-u  v.n& 

under  which  the  people  lived  lo  tvhtvni  the 
ai>oftle  nuw  wrote.  And  kfi  from  w\i*l  he 
htmielf  hid  laid  about  tijrijihn  £^c  ■%  and 


nut  10  avchge  injuries,  nor  he  applied  to, 
itic  ivdrefTng  tf  tvixjiws  in  a  l*« 

l  i  % 


|.;U^ 


S3* 


fie  Kpijfle  to  tie  Romans  paraphrifed. 


Ch,  liiiv 


powers  For  there 
is  no  power  hot 
of  <J;.d  :  i he 
powers  that  be 
are  onbioed  of 

GoA 


therefore  rcfilleth 
(he  i>owcrr  refift- 

eth 


things  relating  to  this  prefem  worlds  though  in  matters 
of  faith  and  practice,  relating  to  another  world,  he  is 
indeed  accountable  to  none  but  Cod*  who  alone  has  do¬ 
minion  over  any  man's  conscience.  But  a$  Chriftian 
religion  makes  no  alteration  in  natural  and  civil  rights; 
bit  every  one  fincerdy,  dutifully,  and  voluntarily,  as 
from  hb  very  heart  and  foul,  pay  a  reverential  and 
peaceibte  obedience  to  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  zb  ruling 
according  to  the  laws  and  con  dilution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  y  and  by  confluence,  to  thofe  that  are  of  an  infe¬ 
rior  and  fubordinate  rank  *,  which  isr  in  effe£L  the 
feme  thing  as  paying  it>o  himfelf,  white  they  legally 
a£t  under  him,  oy  and  according  to  their  commrffion 
from  him,  for  whatever  be  the  particular  form  of  any 
political  government  f  that  men  agree  to  live  under, 
or  in  whofe  hands  foever  it  be  lodged,  the  fupreme 
Lou!  and  Ruler  of  the  umverfe,  by  whom  kings  reign 
end  princes  decree  jujlice,  (Prov.  viii,  15,)  has  appoint¬ 
ed  ri  to  he  fet  up  for  the  good  of  commtmktes,  that  the 
order  and  peace,  rights  and  liberties,  lives  and  proper¬ 
ties,  of  the  fubjci£t  may  he  preferred,  and  defended  a- 
gain!!  the  private  or  public  quarrels,  injuries  and  out- 
rage  which  the  corruptions  of  mankind  would  natural¬ 
ly  carry  them  into  agataft  one  another*  Anti  chofe 
very  governors,  that  now  reign  over  the  Roman  empire, 
even  Cet/afy  anti  fuch  as  rule  under  him,  though  Gran¬ 
gers  to  the  faith  of  Chrift,  areraifrd  to  their  authority 
by  the  providence  of  God,  who,  according  to  the  nature 
and  deficit  of  government,  has  ordered  that  theylhould 
exercife  it  for  the  common  welfare  of  every  peaceable 
febject :  And  remember  that,  ff  they  would  abufe  their 
power,  they  can  do  nothing  again  ft  you,  but  by  divine 
permiflion  ;  or,  as  our  Lord  in  his  own  cafe  faid  to  Pi* 
iatCy  the  Roman  governor,  except  it  were  given  them 
from  above.  (John  xig.  1  i*) 

2  So  that,  (w)  whoever  he  be,  of  what  religious 
profefGon,  or  worldly  eu  cum  Gances  foever,  that  in  his 
private  capacity  oppofes  any  legal  command  of  the  go* 
vemment,  which  is  providentially  fet  over  him,  or  that 

in 

K  rt  r  e  s, 

ity  of  -oYcfr)rrt*Tit  for  tbrtf^  m  f*pr*met  or  h  g$vtrn&sf  that  ere  Jtnt 

"**  Pet.  it.  13- )  % 

f  The  apoiHtf  doca  not  here  determine  thui 
any  particular  form  of  goremwcut,  whether 
monarchy,  a  mixed  monarchy,  ariftocracy, 
or  a  rommonweath,  bone  more  than  another 
of  God  ;  W  only  that  civil  government,  for 
thr  iwixt  of  the  community,  b  hij  urdirafico, 
whaiewr  may  b*  rJui  ivirricular  form  of  rtj  r® 
for,  and  no  further  thin  is  Jt  b  fit  umI  p--* 
per,  god  h  ctarisgLd.  w>  anvh  tr  that  end- 


oh  the  n* 

a-;  well  as  othci'  RMtL  eniotns  Chri- 

to  (Jtcmulvt,-.  amlcierciloiiily 

and  peaceably  to  h,  as  tiw  avdiuance  of  the 

ilful  at  t.ituvt  sod  of  pravitlt-m-Ly  though  it 
^*ere  not  by  fo  immediate  and  exptrb  inftr- 
1  niton,  the  ft&tcuusof  aid  itader 

fcjm,  33  their  politics! 

*  THs  an  j  were  to  ths  apofMe  Peter's  fsy- 
13  Hr,  Submit  ptutfelvcs  to  every  onUjatncc 
mm*  f^r  the  l^nC  t  ic  j  VrUlUt  fcthtk'ngy 


Ch.  im» 


The  EptJlU  ts  ihe  Roman  paraphrased 


the  ordinance 
of  God  ;  and 
they  that  refift 
Hull  receive  to 
t.'iL-mfdvcs  dim* 
nation. 


4  For  ruler* 
j/n  not  a  krwr 

to  £ood  tfiirks, 

4)tti  to  the  cviL 
MS  lit  thou  t  lien 
not  he  afraid  of 
die  po  wer;  do;  I  ■  at 

which 


in  aiedirious  and  treafonable  manner,  endeavours  to 
diflurb,  defame,  and  fubvert  it }  or  whoever*  to  gratify 
his  own  refemments*  attempts  in  any  capacity  to  fling 
all  things  into  anarchy  and  confuficm*  he  is  di (obedient 
to  the  authority  of  God  f,  who  has  ordained  the  ma- 
giflratic  power  for  the  protection,  fafety  and  welfare 
of  mankind :  And  they  that  rife  up  in  rebellion  a* 
gainft  it,  while  the  fundamental  laws,  and  principal  ends 
for  which  it  was  inflinned,  are  punned  in  its  adimni~ 
ftration,and  while  nothing  is^enjoined  jvpu gnaitf  to  the 
commands  of  God,  who  is  to  be  obeyed,  rather  than 
man,  {/ffh  v,  2$.)  fuch  perfons  will  incur*  md  bring 
vpon  thtmfeivcs  condign  punifhment,  even  the  fevereft 
judgment  (*7***)  either  from  the  ha*nisof  Eheir  nslers,  who 
bear  not  th*  fword  h 1  vaint  (ver.  4.)  or  die  from  that 
God,  who  has  ordained  thorn  to  be  guardians  of  thepub- 
He  peace  and  liberty*  and  will  righteoufly  animadvert  up¬ 
on  the  iniquity  of  rebels,  m  vindication  of  his  own  otdi* 
nance,  either  in  this  world  or  the  nesr. 

3  For  temporal  princes,  according  to  the 

end  of  their  infliuitjon,  for  which  they  mufl  give  an  ac* 
count  w  God,  are  obliged*  not  to  pum!h  m^n  for  any 
works  that  are  good  in  themfelves,  (like  thofe  which 
the  Chrifiun  religion  enjoins  toward  God  and  man) 
and  that  are  ufeful  to  the  cemurmy,  in  which  they  be* 
have  as  quiet  and  regular  fuhje£ts ;  but  they  are  aj>- 
pointed  to  retrain  and  correct  actions  that  are  immoral 
in  their  own  nature,  and  arc  injurious  and  difturhing 
to  the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  commonwealth  5  and  10 
cut  off  thofe  perfons,  hy  banifhmcnr,  or  death,  that 
arc  capital  criminals,  for  the  caution  and  pitfervition 
c£  others.  If  therefore  there  were  no  ether  rcafon  for 
Tour  orderly  and  dutiful  fubjection  to  thv  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  under  which  you  live,  than  your  own  peiftmal 
jntereft*  would  you  not  be  afraid  oT  provoking  its  ter¬ 
rible  authority,  and  powerful  indignation,  which  you 
mufl  t*pe£t  will  fail  upon  you  in  cate  of  diftdjedience 
and  rebellion  ?  But  if  you  would  have  no  caule  of  fear¬ 
ing  any  evil  from  the  government,  take  c arc  to  Lead  a 


N  0 

T.W.  apoftlc  Prfcr  fyaks  nf  c:ril  govern¬ 
ment,  ss  the  orJhtfrttf  of  JflL'J£T  (i  Pvt.  si*  (3.) 

heron  ie  it  i$  iittled,  jis  to  it*  foini  ami 
pau  cm,  anti  the  peripns  that  (ball  pojlcls  k, 
hy  the  impliriL,  or  explicit  agrr^ent,  or 
C'Weec  <>f  men  ;  Bui  o.iriipmlUhe***:  rat  lb  it 

ihe  crditviicf  ot  G&dt  hccatiie  God,  inthein- 
tit-nations  nf  hb  fnividfrore*  and  in  the  na- 
t  ural  tva'bnin^  and  indinatirnt  of  mank jnd, 
ha*  cr^erttl  that,  hy  ib&k*  intention  of  men, 

ktfic  lorn  of  liquid  Lc  c&iuliih- 


T  E. 


quief 


fd  in  the  handi  of  £ime  prmn  or  perfbns  a- 
jr.on  *  them,  h*r  the  Unrfif  of  put  lie  fcdrty* 
and  for  the  puniftiinj  of  oitendf  n  a^uinil  ft, 
srheit;  romiptinns  ar-;  .tea  firong  to  la:  n> 
drained  Dy  the  ferj  ol‘  Cod,  which  they  have 
piil  suuy  frcci  them*  And  that  thh  i$  ihe 
view,  in  tthlch  theanoiucffjtrah^  of  jjnvtyn- 
nicnt*  a.s  the  Grtii&auce  of  Gr*\  rvhich  onpht 
nor  to  he  refilled,  appear*  from  wrtnt  hc^Js 
in  ihc  vcj  k\s  abuuL  tl:c  v^ixibk  ci*ds 

oi  hilihutloa. 


Ch.  xai- 


534  7 ‘he  Epi/lU  to  lit  Romans  parcphrafed. 


vl'Jch  U 

at>d  (hfin  ihali 
Jure  praUc  uf  die 
frodc  ; 


4  For  Ilf  ts  the 
»f  God 
fo  riiec  for  goodi 
Hot  if  tlwiii  do 
(h«t  which  if  evil 
be  afraid  ;  for  ho 
heattrS  nm  she 
fj'onlin  vain;  for 
d>c  U  tile  midifta 
of  God,  a  reven¬ 
ger  to  rr^/j 
^-T7th  upon  him 
Fh£t  ^u;h  erij. 

i  ■ 


5  icre  Got* 

v:r  TTi  *1  *  t  Jiierd'  be 
lub/'ct,  tic*?  f'lJy 
fi>r  *mrlt,  fH»'sV- 
fo  for  eoci&iim-c 
tkc- 


quiet  and  peaceable  life,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honeftr, 
(i  77m.  ii.  a*)  and  to  do  that  which  is  iporalty  and  poli¬ 
tically  good  ;  and  then  you  may  ordinarily  hope  for, 
and  indeed  ought  to  enjoy,  the  protection  and  favour, 
commendation  and  encouragement  of  public  authority! 
inftead  of  coming  under  it®  fevere  refentments. 

4  For  the  civil  magiflrate,  by  the  nature  and  conilt- 
tmion  of  his  office,  is  God-s  deputy,  whom  he  has  au¬ 
thorized  to  fupprefs  vice,  immorality  and  prophanenefr, 
to  keep  the  public  peace,  to  maintain  natural,  civil, 
and  religious  rights,  and  to  encourage  every  thing  that 
is  virtuous  and  prai (e-worthy,  for  the  advantage  of  all 
his  good  [ubje&s  i  but  if  you  violate  the  moral  and  po¬ 
litical  laws  of  his  government,  by  doing  any  thing  that 
has  a  tendency  to  difhonQur,  weaken,  or  deftroy  it,  con¬ 
fide*  the  dreadful  con feq uencc  to  yourfelf,  your  family 
and  pofterity,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  community ;  wfm 
mi  ft  r  its  it  may  bring  upon  you  and  them  ;  and  let  the 
thought  of  that  deter  you  from  it,  as  ever  you  would 
be  concerned  for  your  own,  ami  their  prosperity  and 
fafety :  For  the  fword  of  juftice,  to  punifh  offenders, is 
not  put  into  the  magHlrates.  hands  by  providence,,  like 
a  mere  glittering  enfign  of  authority,  to  no  manner  of 
purpofe,  as  though  it  were  not  to  be  ufed  againft  the 
turbulent  and  difohedient :  For  be  is  ordained  and  de¬ 


puted  of  God,  not  only  for  the  pratfe  of  them  that  do 
well,  but  likewife  for  the  punijbment  of  evil  doers , 
(t  Pet*  n,  14*)  according  to  the  commiflion  which 
God,  to  whom  vengeance  primarily  btkngSp  (chap-  xii- 
19.)  has  given  him  to  fupport  the  authority  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  in9i&  pains  and  penalties  in  executions  of 
pities  upon  criminals,  as  far  ns  aqy  are  found  to  be  To 
fcy  oven-a&s,  which  are  the  only  ones  that  can  fall  un¬ 
der  the  magiftrates  cognizance  j  it  being  God*s  peculi¬ 
ar  prerogative,  to  know,  judge  of,  and  pucifh  for  evil 
thoughts,  as  they  lye  merely  in  the  heart* 

5  Ye  arc  therefore  obliged,  not  only  in  point  of  inte- 
reft,  to  pay  all  due  fubje&ion  to  the  magiftrates  autho¬ 
rity,  for  fear  of  the  pumfhmcnr  which  he  is  able,  ami 


concerned  to  upon  the  injurious,  the  refractory, 

and  rebellious ;  but  alfo  from  a  principle  of  religion, 
and  conscience  toward  God,  as  a&ing  in  obedience  ro 
bi$  ordination  of  magiftracy  for  the  prefervation  of  com¬ 
mon  rights;  to  his  providence,  which  has  lodged  it  in 
the  hands  of  thofe  chat  are  fet  over  you  ;  and  to  hi? 
demand  of  your  durtful  fubje&ion  to  them*  as  they  arc 
the  public  guardians  of  the  fcite/ 

:  :  ‘  "  Ar+  t  .  V  __ 

’  6  Por 


Ch.  xiii. 


e  Fw*  for  this 
pay  you  tri- 
burtalfa:  for  they 
4NT  Cod**  mini- 
fieri,  attending 

tiiinnully  upon 
ihit  very  thing. 


?  Render  there¬ 
fore  to  all  their 
dues :  tijhuTe  to 
whom  tnhtrc  15 
J*tt  t  cuflom  la 
wboio  cuftorn  ; 
fe»r  to  whom 

fear  $  boociir  to 
who  si  htin;>uf. 


S  Owe  no  man 
jdj  tting,  but  to 

tote 
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6  For  this  is  the  re  a  Ton  why  ye  alfo  piy  taxes  and 
dutiiB}  that  are  laid  upon  you  by  the  icgiflaiive  power  ; 
and  why  every  fubje£i  is  bound,  according  to  his  liar 
tiott  and  circumftancefi,  to  contribute,  by  thefe  means, 
to  the  fupport  and  dignity  of  the  government,  m  return 
for  the  Decenary  care  and  pains,  ioliciturfe  and  fatigues, 
expence  and  dangers  of  thofe,  that  arc  employed  in  ma¬ 
naging  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  ;  For  they  are 
God's  vicegerents,  by  whom  he  rules  nations  and  king-^ 
do  ms,  and  whofe  very  bufineCsir  is,  by  virtue  of  their 
office,  to  lay  thenifelres  out  continually,  to  th^  utmoft 
of  their  power,  for  fecunng  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
all  their  good  fuhjefte,  and  for  puniflilng  thofe  that 
would  invade  them,  or  would  injure  the  legifUturc,  or 
their  neighbours. 

7  Upon  the  whole  then*  See  that  ye  make  conference 
of  paying  to  all  mankind,  to  fupreme  and  fubord mate 
magittrates,  as  well  as  others,  whatfoever  is  clue  to 
them  by  divine  and  human  laws,  and  by  the  juft  rra- 
fons  of  things,  which  require  fuitable  compett  fa  cions  for 
value  received  ;  And  as  our  Lord,  in  anfwer  to  thofe 
that  a  Iked  him*  Whether  it  were  Ut  iff  id  to  give  tribute 
to  Caf&r  ?  faid,  Render  to  Cxfar  the  things  that  arc  Ca* 
far'sy  though  he  were  neither  of  tbe  JewiJb  nation,  nor 
of  their  religion,  ( Matth .  xxii-  17,  21*)  fo  yc  fltould 
not  make  any  fcruplc,.  but  think  yourfelves  obliged,  to 
pay  futh  taxes,  impedes,  rates,  and  cuftoms,  without 
fraud  or  deceit,  as  are  legally  charged  upon  your  per- 
fons,  commodities,  or  eftates,  and  are  in  right  owing 

to  him  for  his  great  exp  trice  and  trouble  in  executing 
his  high  and  important  tmft  :  And  as,  in  this  manner, 
ye  are  honeitly  and  readily  to  contribute  to  the  fupport 
of  his  government  $  fo,  that  ye  may  think  and  (peak 
of  him  fuitable  to  his  exalted  ilation,  Be  afraid  of  pro¬ 
voking  his  anger  %  and  labour  to  cultivate  a  becoming 
reverence  and  efteem  of  him  in  your  minds  ;  and,  nor 
only  fo,  but  honour  him  likewife  in  all  outward  espnri- 
Hons 'of  refpei%  on  account  of  his  authority  and  dig* 
nity  ;  this  fort  of  homage  being  due  to  him,  under  the 
character  of  your  political  father  and  lord,  as  it  is  to 
your  fleflily  parents  and  matters,  and  indeed  to  every 
fuperior,  in  their  refpeftive  places* 

8  Let  none  of  you  be  backward,  or  behind  hand,  in 
paying  the  feveral  debts  of  money,  refpect,  or  ftrrvice, 
but  now  mentioned,  ( ver .  7.)  or  that  are  owing  from 
you  ro  any  per  fons  what  foe  ver,  according  to  your  vari* 
ous  concernments  with  them,  whether  they  be  ibperiors, 
inferiors,  or  equals,  and  according  to  wEm  has  been 

already 
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k**C  w)f  aunt hex: 
for  heth4i  Wcih 

r 

?iifi:I>cr  hath  tub 
iilipd  the  law* 


f  poir  this  , 
Th*»«  Ih.ih  not 
pjiumit  a^luUciy, 
I'hou  not 

kill.  Thou  [halt 
Jjfit  AtaJ,  Thou 

tflllt 


already  mGfted  on,  {chap*  xii-  9,  £[*)  But,  after  all 
that  ye  have  done,  or  can  do,  in  equity  toward  them  \ 
remember  there  is  one  important,  delightful,  and  com- 
prehen  five  debt,  which  ye  are  always  to  be  paying,  and 
Bill  owing,  and  never  to  think  yourftlves  difcharged 
from ;  and  which,  confcientioufly  attended  to,  will  ef¬ 
fectually  difpofe  you  to  render  to  every  one  all  his  dues 
according  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power ;  and  that  is,  to 
maintain  a  fincere  and  cordial  love  one  to  another,  as 
becomes  men  and  thriftians,  that  ought  to  be  ever  de- 
tiring,  con ful ting,  and  promoting  each  other’s  good  by 
all  proper  means,  and  in  all  circumfhntes,  as  long  as 
ye  live  ;  For  the  nature,  of  love  to  fellow-creatures,  in 
its  doe  latitude  and  fervour,  and  as  founded  upon,  and 
fpringing  from  our  love  to  God,  and  from  a  fenfc  of 
hir*  love  in  Chrlft,  to  us,  (r  John  tv*  y, — it*)  is  fo  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  fvretly  powerful  and  engaging,  thar,  us 
far  as  any  one  feels  it  glowing  in  his  own  bofom,  and 
is  found  in  the  exercife  of  it,  unto  the  producing  of 
correfpondent  tffefts  towards  another,  whom  he  con- 
fiders  in  a  view  of  kindnefs  as  his  neighbour,  (wr*  9, 
10*)  he  has,  fofar,  filled  up  (wxwwiti)  the  requirements 
of  the  fee  on  d  table  of  the  moral  law  :  And,  were  your 
love  to  one  another  perfect,  your  obedience  to  all  its 
commands  of  that  fort  would  be  foo  too* 

9  For,  to  fpecify  its  principal  duties  in  the  following 
negative  precepts,  which  include  their  contrary  affir¬ 
matives,  the  tenor  of  them  runs  thus  ;  You  £hall  not 
be  guilty,  in  heart  or  behaviour,  of  fornication,  adul¬ 
tery,  unnatural  mixtures,  or  any  fort  of  uncleannefs  ; 
nor  cmicc  or  draw  others  into  them ;  but  fhall  main¬ 
tain  an  entire  chaftity  and  mode  fly  in  thoughts  and  do 
fires,  looks,  words,  and  actions  :  You  (hall  not  unlaw¬ 
fully  takeaway  your  own,  or  others  lives  ;  nor  do  any 
thing  that  tends  towards  it,  by  indulging  wrath,  envy, 
malice,  and  revenge,  or  any  exorbitant  paflions ;  by 
intemperance  in  meats  and  drinks,  or  rxcefs  of  any 
kind  ;  nor  by  violent  provocations,  quarrels,  duels,  and 
caufclefs  fightings,  that  may  him,  wo  and,  and  deftroy 
yourfelves  or  others  ;  but  (hall  carefully  iludy  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  dp  all  that  you  juftly  may  apd  can,  to  pr^- 
frrvc',  fherifti,  and  defend  your  own  and  their  lives, 
health,  and  ftrength^  by  a  meek  and  patient,  fober  and 
peaceable,  contented  and  beneficent  behaviour:  You 
(hall  not  injure  the  property  of  others  by  forcible  rob¬ 
bery,  or  fecrct  theft,  or  purloining;  by  encouraging 
any  to  fleal,  or  by  knowingly  receiving  Aden  goods  \ 
fraud,  cheating,  knavery  in  contracts  and  commerce ; 


ch. »». 

ftislt  not  bear  falfe 

Th(?u 
(lntl  not  co\cl; 
and  if  tht7€  te 
any  othrf 
imndment.  it  is 
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by  oppidlion,  extortion,  or  unnreeftary  and  vexatious 
lawSfuits  5  nor  by  any  covetous  defires  or  attempts  to 
take,  or  withhold  from  others  what  is  their  right  and  duet 
but  you  ought  to  be  faithful  and  juft  in  ail  your  deal¬ 
ings  with  mankind  ;  and  labour,  by  all  lawful  means, 
to  procure,  preftrve,  and  promote  their  temporal  pro- 
fperity,  as  well  as  your  own  :  You  flxall  not  do  any 
thing  that  is  prejudicial  Co  veracity  and  integrity  be¬ 
tween  man  and  man,  or  to  your  neighbour's  reputation 
or  inter  eft,  by  equivocations,  lies,  and  Handers,  back¬ 
biting,  tale-bearing,  or  reviling  ;  and  efpecially  not  by 
perjuries  and  falfe  depositions  in  courts  of  judicature  ; 
nor  by  concealing  fuch  truths-  as  may  be  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  character,  and  to  the  procuring  of  jufijee 
to  his  caufe  :  nor  lhall  you  admit  of  any  grudging;, 
envying*,  or  grieving;  in  your  heart  at  his  credit,  ho¬ 
nour,  and  good  name  in  the  world  $  nor  any  way  con¬ 
tribute  to,  no,  nor  fo  much  as  fecretly  wiflir  or  take 
pleafure  in,  a  bUft  upon  them  ;  but  you  mill  have  the 
ftriftell  regard  to  truth  in  all  that  you  think,  fay,  and 
do  towards  every  one,  whether  friend  or  enemy  ;  mult 
entertain  as  charitable  an  opinion  of  him  as  the  nature 
of  things  admit  of  j  mult  freely  own  all  that  is  good 
in  him,  and  gently  cover  his  infirmities,  and  faithfully 
vindicate  his  innocence  under  faife  aceufations  'y  and 
fmcerely  and  heartily  do  what  in  you  lyeth,  to  favour 
and  fupport  bis  good  name,  and  righteous  caufe ;  to 
difcouuteuance  every  falfe  and  injurious  report,  and  to 
receive  and  fpread,  as  occasions  require,  every  good  re¬ 
port  concerning  him,  as  you  would  concerning  your- 
fell :  You  (hall  not  murmur,  or  be  difiatisfied  at  thofe 
(tntions  and  worldly  circumiUnces  in  which  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  God  has  placed  you,  or  for  want  of  any 
good  things  that  others  are  poJfcfled  of ;  nor  repine,  or 
be  envious  at  any  of  their  agreeable  accomodations} 
nor  ought  you  to  have  covetous  and  uneafy  cravings  in 
your  own  mind  after  thijr  affluence,  or  any  of  their 
enjoyments,  as  wifhing  that,  initcad  of  being  theirs, 
they  might  be  your  own ;  but  you  fliould  humbly,  quiet¬ 
ly,  and  thankfully  acquit  Ice  in  the  wife  and  good,  fo- 
vereign  and  holy  difpofals  of  Divine  Providence  toward 
yourlelf  and  them,  and  rejoice  in  your  neighbour's  pro¬ 
sperity,  how  necelfuous  and  affli£ted  foever  your  own 
condition  may  bt}  and,  inftead  of  defiring  to  iefien  his 
circumltances,  you  Humid  be  ready  to  do  every  thing 
you  arc  vapahle  of,  to  preftrve  and  enlarge  them,  as  if 
they  were  your  own-  And  whatever  other  precept 
might  be  mentioned,  as  relating  to  fecond  table  duties, 

and 


538 


The  EpiftU  to  the  Rohaks  paraphraf«L  Ch«  liiu 


and  particularly  to  thofe  that  the commandment* 
enjoins  inferiors  to  pay  to  all  tbeir^fiiperiorfl*  fomc  of 
which  were  taken  notice  of  but  now*  (vrr.  7.}  All 
thefe*  put  together*  are  fommarily  comprehended  in* 
and  may  he  reduced  to  this  one  head  of  accoimr*  (** 

™  **yo  xvtiLfax^iVTat  t*  You  fti all  love  all  your  Mtow- 

crcitores*  and  efpecially  thofe  that  fear  God,  as 
cercly  and  truly  as  youtfelf  j  and*  from  this  generous 
principle*  you  fltould  coufcicntioufly  aft  in  all  things  to¬ 
ward  them*  a$  you  would  wj£h*  and  think  reafonable 
,  for  them  to  do  toward  yourfelf,  were  you  in  their  dr¬ 
eam  fiances*  and  they  in  youi’s* 

to  work*  10  Where  undiffembled  and  fervent  love  reigns  in 
no  its  to  bit  the  heart*  it  fweetly  and  powerfully  reflrains  the  man 
neighbour: there^  from  defmng  or  dc&gning*  and  from  knowingly  and 

fore  to?e  JS  die  .Jr  ,  ,  7  °t  ,  *  * 

fulfilling  of  ttw  wulmgjy  doing  any  thing  that  is  mifcntevotis  to  ano- 

ther;  and  it  coni  trains  him  to  perform  the  kimleft  offi¬ 
ces  to  all*  as  occalions  require*  like  the  good  Samari¬ 
tan*  who  had  companion  upon  the  wounded  traveller* 
and  treated  him  as  if  he  had  been  his  neared  friend  and 
neighbour*  though  he  was  hoth  a  ftranger*  and  a  man  of 
a  different  religion  from  himfetfj  (Li/Jf  £.33,  we 
piay  therefore  well  conclude*  that  love  to  our  neigh¬ 
bour*  and  efpedally  to  the  hotifhoM  of  faith*  as  refuir- 
ing  from  love  to  God*  is  in  its  genuine  nature*  and 
Cprrefpondent  actings*  radically*  intentionally*  and  con- 
.  flruftively  a  compliance  with*  and  will  bring  on  an  un- 
refcrved  refpeft  unto,  all  the  duties  of  the'fecond  table 
of  the  law*  which  requires  ^hat  no  evil*  but  all  good, 
*?  And  tbit,  fhould  be  done  to  others*  even  as  to  themfeives. 

Jtoo  wing  thermit,  tali  And  this  comprshenfive  duty  of  love  to 

lii^h  rimT  to  il  Dur  ^e^ow  Ghriftiaus*  and  to  all  mankind*  is  to  be  cul- 
vatcocuofflccp:  tivated  with  diligence*  and  without  delay*  as  knowing* 

for  ohferving*  and  bearing  in  mind*  that  now*  under  our 
prefent  trials*  and  under  the  light  and  grace,  affi fiances 
and  encouragements  of  the  gofpel*  the  proper  time  and 
hour*  opportunity  and  feafon  of  our  day  is  come*  and  is 
but  ihort,  in  which  we  are  loudly  called  to  (hake  cu 
fioth*  indolence*  and  carnal  fecurhy*  and  ro  ruufc  out 
of  a  lupine,  careleCs,  and  drowfy  frame  of  fpirit,  and 
to  be  upon  our  uratch,  that  we  may  not  be  found  afleep 
.when  the  Bridegroom  comes,  {Matti.  xsv.  5.)  j  but 
may  a-wttie  to  right  couftufiy  and  not  fin  again  If  God,  or 
others,  (t  Cor .  xv.  34.)  dire&ly  contrary  to  that  great 


N  O 

*  Wliat  the  arctic  fjys,  ver,  t*  about 
paying  rafam,  /ertr,  and  iaswr,  to 

thofe  to  whom  they  are  due,  comes  under  the 
obii^stwn  of  the  fifth  command  meet,  and 


,  principle 

T  K, 

fAir/,  added  thofe  which  arc  recited  ir  ih'T 
ninth  Terfc,  takes  in  all  th«  dirties  of  the  i-:- 
cond  tabic,  u  hid' down  in  the  dtukK-e, 
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thin  when  we  be- 
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jt  The  nijht 
Is  far  fpeot,  the 
djy  |S  at  hind  T 
let  us  therefore 
cjA  off  the  works 
of  rfarkftd*,  and 
let  uc  pet  on  the 
1  atoHjarof  light* 


principle  of  love,  which  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  ,  (vcr. 
io.)^  for  we,  who  arc  true  believers,  (hall  not  only  be 
foon  freed  from  the  perfections  which  the  carnal  Jews 
ftir  up  againft  us;  but  a  much  greater  falvation  *f  of 
which  all  temporal  deliverances  of  the  people  of  God 
are  figures  and  emblems,  and  which  they  are  looking, 
longing,  and  hoping  for,  draws  on  apace :  Even  a  com* 
piers  deliverance  from  all  the  imperfections  and  troubles 
of  this  prefent  life,  and  from  the  wrath  to  come,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  eudlefs  advancement  to  all  poffible  blef- 
fed  net  and  glory  in  the  heavenly  (late,  battens  towards 
us,  or  rather  we  are  battening  towards  it,  fo  as  to  be 
every  day  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  it,  than  we 
were  when  we  fir  ft  believed  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chritt  to 
eternaliife;  and  therefore  we  Ihould  be  the  more  pa* 
lien;  and  watchful  under  all  our  prefent  trials,  and  the 
more  vigorous  and  cheerful  indifpatchingour  ChrUUan 
courfr,  as  knowing  that  all  its  fatigues  will  foon  be 
over- part,  and  crowned  with  immortal  honour,  reft, 
and  joy. 

12  The  time,  not  only  of  JewiJb  perfections,  and 
of  our  various  afflictions  and  trials  ;  but  alfo  of  our  ig¬ 
norance,  unbelief  and  finful  ways,  which  on  account 
of  its  uncomfortabltuefs  and  unfitnefs  for  fervier,  may 
be  compared  to  the  darknefs  of  the  night  ;  this  deplo¬ 
rable  night,  fome  lliadows  of  which  will  ft  retch  over 
us,  as  long  as  we  are  in  this  imperfect  world,  is  well- 
nigh  wearing  off;  ks  former  and  wortt  part,  which  lay^ 
upon  us, Muring  our  ftate  of  unregeneracy,  is  already 
pa  ft  and  gone ;  the  day  of  gofpei-light  and  holinefs  to 
Gentiles  t  as  well  as  Jews^  has  begun  to  dawn  in  our 
fouls,  like  tlx  morning  light  *  which  Jbirtcs  more  and  m ore 
to  the  perfe£l  (Frov,  iv.  18.)  and  the  day  of  our 
complete  redemption  from  all  tlarknefs,  fin,  and  for- 
row,  and  of  unclouded  light  and  glory  in  a  better  world, 
is  ready  to  break  upon  us,  as  well  as  the  day  of  Free- 
do  :h  from  JewiJb  troubles,  which  will  foon  appear;  that 

nation 
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?  If,  as  fotre  Typpofe.  here  is  any  refer- 
pace  to  the  deliverance  bf  Chtiftians  from 
the  ptfiecutums  of  the  Jw,  that  Iboiitd 
daft  at  the  general  ddlniAioii  wliifh  uas 
/bon  coming  upon  that  people,  I  potik]  ra¬ 
ther  confide?  k  a*  citihlonfttKal  of  a  greatiT 
/alratfon  Llus-as  what  is  chiefly  intended ; 
For  though  by  the  national  de&mion  which 
wis  brought  upon  them,  they  toft  their  Reiver 
aod  influence  tor  exciting  troubles  apinft  tUc 
^roferftrs  of  Cl  mil's  name  s  ycr  the  besthe* 
pa-ftvutioos.  wire  aftcrwaids  as  violent  as 
that  which  had  hew  itiried  up  by  the 
*nd  tlic  c;>ofl!c  cvirctecU's  hk  airgiicient  on 


T  E. 

this  hesd  with  an  exhortation,,  tct.  14,  to 
fattntht  hwdjtfxis  Chrifit  &c.  which  mu  ft 
crrtainh  have  a  rtfpeft  to  the  fpirituaJ  und 
denial  falvation  they  were  looking  for :  And 
as  ha  had  before  Tt^ircfcntni  tlu;  ^ofpcl-ftlta. 
tion,  as  already  come  to  the  GtxtiicSj  to  rn- 
tirh  atul  reconcile  them,  cliap.  xh  tiT— -tj, 
1  unnot  hut  apprehend  that  the)'  too  mudi 
narrow  hi*  deiigtt,  who  nndcrftand  him  only 
to  meats.  ib^t  <1  fuller  fpread  of  the  grtipd  in 
the  iconvirilon  of  the  was  at  hand, 

through  iheiuvir  approach  of  the  ddiradlioa 
of  Alt  J a  *v*&  diOixh  and  imitoD, 
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TJ  IiCtOSTallC 
JlOlJCftty  U  til 
the  tUy^  not  in 
rioting  anddrun- 
Junnas,  not  in 
chamlicrinj(  and 
vintonwfs,  not 
in  ft  rife  and  cn* 


nation  being  juft  on  the  point  of  falling  into  ruin, 
let  ic  therefore  be  our  care,  that,  by  divine  alEit* 
ance,  wc  may  have  no  more  fellowfhip  with;  but  may 
utterly  abhor  and  abandon,  divert  our fdvefi  of,  and  put 
far  aw*y  from  us,  all  thole  finful  practices  which  may 
well  be  called  work*  of  darkpefs,  as  they  proceed  fron 
the  benighted  obfcurity  and  deep  corruption  of  human 
nature,  and  tend  to  ever  la  fling  dark  nets  and  mifery, 
and  are  fo  vile  and  Qiametul,  as  to  be  commonly  tnn- 
faded  in  the  night,  becaufe  they  are  not  fit  to  be  feert 
in  the  day-time;  And  as  we  profefs  ourfelves.  to  be 
Chriftiam,  that  are  renewed  in  the  /pint  of  our  minJ9 
and  engaged  in  a  holy  warfare,  ( Eph .  iv.  13,  and  vi. 
1 2.)  let  it  be  our  great  concern  to  put  on  fuch  graces, 
anil  live  in  the  daily  erercife  of  them,  as  arc  grounded 
in  knowledge,  (Col,  iii.  to.)  and  arc  like  a  robe  of  light 
for  purity,  excellence,  and  fplendor,  fit  For  the  children 
of  light  to  wear,  when  they  go  abroad  in  the  day-time, 
and  are  expofed  to  open  view;  and  whtch^  like  the 
bright  and  glittering  armour  that  warriors  put  on,  will 
be  our  defence  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  will  {hinc,  at 
length,  in  all  thelurtre  of  the  light  of  glory. 

13  In  this  view  and  profpect  *,  Let  us  tale  heed 
that  our  whole  converfation  and  behaviour  in  the  world 
be  conftnntiy,  uniformly  and  progreflively, 
well  adj u (led  in  a  decorous  and  becoming  manner,  an- 
fwerable  ro  the  character  of  Chriftiaas,  who  have  the 
advantage  of  the  light  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  to  direct  us  in  ojjr  way  and  walk,  and  who  fa 
actions  will  bear  the  feverelt  examination  and  obferva- 
tion  of  others,  and  of  our  own  confcienccs,  as  in  the 
,  light  of  noon-day;  let  us  labour,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
that  none  of  our  time  he  fpent  like  theirs,  who  are 
drunken  in  the  night ,  (*  ThelT.  v*  7.)  or  in  any  excvls 
of  eating  and  drinking,  fra  ft  mg  and  caroufing,  which 
inflame  the  blood,  in  10x1  cate  the  mind,  and  often  car¬ 
ry  people  into  all  manner  of  revelling  and  debaucho 
ries ;  nor  let  us  ever  be  guilty  of  any  fort  of  whore¬ 
doms,  that  arc  wont  to  be  committed  in  bed  chamber; 
or  or  any  kind  of  iromojieft  looks,  words,  gefttms, 
afrion^,  or  drels,  that  haye  a  tendency  to  excite  im¬ 
pure  defires,  and  unlawful  propen  Rons  in  ourfetves,  or 
others ;  nor  let  us  ever  fufFer  ourfclves  to  give  into 
angry  contentions,  quarrels,  and  fcoldings  with  any 
one  ivhomfotTver,  much  lets  with  our  Chrirttan  bre- 

^  1  ■  ■ 

thren  ; 


W  °  T  E, 

*  The  f:inv-iw  Anfuftiitt*  u  U  remarked  Ij  icrtia!  commentators,  vm  converted  by 
reading  and 'CG(£ting,  up^c  th*s  text. 
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14  Vat  put  ft 

on  (lio  IfOrd  J c* 

fus  Chrift,  ami 

mute  not  provi¬ 
sion  tor  the  flefh, 
tvj  fttSfit  the  lulls 
tit?  <&j\ 


ren  y  nor  into  grudgings  or  repinings  at  their  profperity 
and  happinefs  \  or  fee  ret  wiihes,  much  left  endeavours* 
to  IrfTcn  them.  As  ihefe  are  all  wrks  of  darknefi^  (ver* 
12*}  the  former  of  which  naturally  load  on  to  the  reft  *r 
and  as  they  are  all  forbidden  hi  the  law,  (t rer.  p.)  let 
us  new  give  way  to  either  of  them* 

14  But,  on  the  contrary,  asjever  ye  would  live  like 
children  of  the  day,  that  are  awakened  out  of  deep,  and 
would  expeft  thefalvation  that  is  continually  approach* 
ing  to  believers,  (per.  n.)  fee  that  ye  be  all  over  cover* 
ed  with  Chrift,  as  with  a  garment,  and  he  found  in  him  : 
Put  on  his  rigbteoufneft,  by  daily  renewed  acts  of  faith* 
for  your  dtfebarge  from  all  tranfgreffions  of  the  law, 
and  title  to  eternal  falvatton  \  put  on  alfohis  holy  image, 
by  fuitable  eiercifes  of  every  grace,  and  by  a  religicus 
walk  and  converfttion,  in  imitation  of  him,  to  prove 
the  finccrity  of  your  faith,  and  to  make  you  meet  for 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  ;  and  put  on  a  be¬ 
coming  profeffion  of  Chrifl,  that  (halt  he  vilibte  to  alt 
around  you*  In  this  manner,  he  ye  continually  recei¬ 
ving,  owning,  honouring,  an  dm -iking  ufe  of  the  Lord 
Jtrftis  Chrift,  in  alt  his  offices,  as  anointed  of  God  to 
guide  and  govern,  as  well  as  fave  yon  ;  Be  diligent  here¬ 
in,  that  je  may  hi fountl  cf  bun  in  feace^  (z  Pet.  iii*  14.) 
And  take  heed  that  yc  never  inordinately  confult,  care, 
or  provide  for  the  body,  to  the  negU'ft  of  the  concerns 
of  your  precious  fouls;  much  left  forreafl  in  your 
minds  to  do  any  thing,  that  may  mini  Her  fuel  for  the 
corruption  of  your  hearts,  to  promote,  indulge,  and 
gratify  their  fenfual  and  finful  inclinations  and  deGres, 
or  to  fulfil  the  tufts  cf  the ftejh  in  any  iuftance  whatsoever* 
(OaL  v*  1 6.) 


RECOLLECT.  TOKS. 

What  a  wife  and  import  ant  appointment  of  Providence  is  civil  government,  ft  r 

—  »  -*  — — *-—-**  £■ —  •*— - —  *■ — -:i  1 -  — 1  -  — "fc  to  them  that  do 

peace v  and  order! 
i  trail  which  God 

T  T  ^ 

has  committed  to  them ;  and  teaches  fubje^U  to  yield  all  duUnd  oheibenot?  U* 

them,  for  confcience  lake,  as  well  as  for  efc-iphigthe  vengeance  of  the  fwortl 
of  ill  ft  ice*  and  reaping  the  benefits  of  gown  ment,  While  magiftmtes  rule  for 
the  general  good  of  the  comminrity,  according  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
the  forte,  wc  ought  to  reverence  land  honour  them  in  their  public  character,  as 
ihcminiftm  and  ordinance  of  God  forgoixl,  and  to  pay  the  customs  and  tri¬ 
butes  that  arc  their  due, as  an  equitable  and  grateful  return  for  their  care,  trouble* 
and  expence  in  protecting  us,  and  our  rights  and  properties  ■  Public  as  w  ell  as 
private  debts,  ought  to  be  faithfully  difeharged :  only  we  arc  never  to  think  that 

i _ t  r.ll _ *  I  ^  k_  .  i  .Li  .i!  _ .  _  ..."  .  I  _ k  . 


i'u.vt  i  ii  niLMiin  aiiu  w  iuiiu  mi  me  '-t  eiaiuj 

neighbour ;  it  icfuains  ns  from  adultery,  murder,  :h„r*,  fr*X* 


**v^d*  and  iy;ug. 


and 
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and  from  all  covetous  defires  of  any  man's  goods  and  enjoyments  *  and  it  obliges 
and  ctifpofea  us  to  a  performance  of  ill  the  contrary  dotics,  yea,  of  every  tfcing 
contained  in  the  ftjeond  table  of  the  law*  Bet,  alas  1  hour  imperfect  h  the  prc~ 
lent  (bite  of  things  !  The  belt  that  can  be  fa id  of  it  is,  that  the  mght  is  far  fpeut, 
and  the  day  is  at  hand;  and  that  complete  falvation  is  continually  approaching 
nearer  and  nearer  to  every  true  believer.  How  IhouM  theft  l  Hough  La  excite 
CUnllUns  to  fhake  off  Doth*  and  renounce  all  works  of  darknefs;  fuch  as  rioting 
and  drankennefc,  undcamtcfs  and  waritonnefs*  Itrife  and  envy ;  and  to  walk  ho¬ 
nourably,  as  becomes  children  of  the  light  and  of  the  day,  and  as  thrift  that  put 
on  Chrift*  and  the  ill  u  ft  nous  armour  with  which,  he  has  funiilhed  them,  to  ganrd 
a  gait  ft  all  evil ;  and  that  are  careful  never  to  do  any  thing  to  indulge  the  fleih* 
and  fulfil  its  linfa]  ddires  ! 


CHAP.  XIV, 

The  apejih  cautions  Jewifli  converts  againft  judging^  and  Gentile  be¬ 
lievers  again fi  defpifing^  one  the  other %  on  account  of  their  contrary 
opinions  and  practices  relating  to  fuch  indifferent  things  as  ceremonial 
meats  and  days ,  I  *— f  3-  and  exhorts  the  Gentiles  to  take  heed  of 
giving  ffence  in- their  nfe  fuch  ihingsy  14* — *3* 


Tut. 

T_T  TM  that  is 
wetkintlw 
f«hh  receive  you, 
Art  n<rt  to  doubt¬ 
ful  deputation*. 


Paraphrase. 

XTTHereas  there  arc  different  opinions  among 
you,  about  fonae  rites  and  inftttucions  of  the 
Mofaic  law,  in fo much  that  Jevsijb  converts  look  upon 
them  as  ordinances  of  God,  that  are  ft  ill  to  be  obferved, 
bccaufc,they  were  formerly  of  his  appointment,  and 
they  themfelrcs  have  been  taught,  and  ufed  to  practife 
them  from  their  childhood  up;  and  Gentile  believers, 
being  led  further  into  their  Chriftiun  liberty,  arc  per- 
fuaded  that  the  gofpd-difpenfation  lays  no  obligation 
upon  them  to  pay  any  regard  to  thofe  things,  elpeciilly 
conlidering  that  they  never  wire  under  that  law.  This 
being  the  (late  of  the  cafe  between  you,  I  earned!)1  in¬ 
treat  the  Gentile  converts  among  you  to  bear  with,  and 
con  defaced  to  the  weak  nek,  prejudices,  and  feruptes  of 
your  Jexsifb  brethren,  that  are  notfo  well  fatibfied  about 
the  nature  of  Chrittian  liberty,  and  the  abolition  of 
thofe  amient  rites  ;  and  not  to  objeft  againfl  them  on 

this  account  t  but  to  receive  them  into  vouf  friendfhipy 

*  /  #  * 

affection,  and  communion,  without  any  coo! nek,  or 
difrefpe£t,  for  their  different  thoughts  and  reafonings 
about  things,  which,  for  the  prefen t*  may  be  left 
matters  of  indifference,  while  their  temple  is  yet  (land¬ 
ing;  and  without  troubling  them  with  perplexing  dif* 
putes  of  little  moment,  fuch  as  1  elite  to  ceremonial 
meats  and  days,  and  things  of  a  Hkc  trivial  nature, 
which  tend  rather  to  puzzle  and  difquiet  their  minds, 
than  to  godlv  edifying  - 


4  Aft 
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%  Fnc  one  bc- 
limth  he 

n*y  cit 

another  fho  is 
hurbi* 


^  Let  rwtWm 

th^micth  dclpi& 
him  that  catcih 
not;  tnd  let  not 
him  vhich  eaieih 
not  jtidtte  him 
that  catcib  :  for 
Gad  hath  receiv¬ 
ed  himT 


1  As  to  meats *  the  Gentile  convert  iifdeed*  (*“*}  who 
is  well  grounded  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has 
made  him  free,  is  Catisfitd  in  his  owp  confidence*  that 
there  Is  now  no  religious  diftinftion  of  them*  as  of  old 
among  the  Jr®**  and  that  he  may  lawfully*  and  with¬ 
out  fcruple,  eat  any  kind  of  food  that  is  fold  in  the 
market,  and  fet  before  him,  (i  Cor .  x+  25,  27 .)  *.  But 
(J‘)  another*  who  was  converted  from  among  the  Jnn* 
and  through  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  theob- 
fcurity  of  his  light*  is  dcfefltve,  and  ad  (taken  in  this 
point  of  Chriftian  liberty,  and  is  even  offended,  and 
Humbles  at  it ;  he  thinks  it  unlaw  ful  for  him  to  eat  any 
fort  of  food  that  was  forbidden  by  the  law  of  Alofejf  or 
any  meat  that  was  not  killed  in  a  legal  manner*  by 
pouring  out  the  blood*  {Lev.  xviK  10, — 1 4) ;  and  left  he 
fhould  finnnawareS}  by  partaking  of  fuch  entertainments* 
as  are  proimfeuoufly  ufed  among  the  Gentile j*  without 
any  regard  to  the  differepr  forts  of  flefh*  or  different 
manner  of  drefling  it*  which  are  allowed,  or  difatlowed* 
by  that  law  ;  he  confines  himfelf,  cfpecially'  when  he 
takes  a  meal  with  themf  to  the  eating  of  herbs*  as  Da + 
niel  and  his  companions  did*  in  If;:by!c/i,  tQ  the  eating  of 
puife,  (Djjj.  f.  ra.) 

3  In  this  cafe*  let  Chriftian  chanty  and  forbearance 
be  exercifed  on  both  Gdes.  As  perfims  of  fupprior  light 
are  too  prone  to  defpife  others;  let  tht  believing  GVn- 
tilef  whp*  being  follyinltnifted  In  his  Chriftian  liber¬ 
ty,  cab*  with  a  good  conference*  eat  anything  that  Pro¬ 
vidence  affords  for  the  fuftenanceof  natute*  be  upon  his 
guard*  left  he  pride  himfelf  in  his  knowledge,  and  think 
meanly  of  his  brother,  and  treat  him  with  contempt*  as 
a  poor*  fuperftiticus*  over-nice*  humourfjme  and  weak 
creature*  that*  needlefsly  indeed*  and  yet  confeienti- 
oully*  ah  (Urns  from  fuch  meats,  as  were  deemed  un- 
under  And,  on  rh*  contrary,  as  perfons 

of  weak*  narrow,  and  prejudifed,  though  houeft  minds, 
are  molt  apt  to  be  feverely  uncharitable  to  other**  that 
differ  from  them*  though  hut  in  trifling  matters;  let 
the  believing  Jewy  who*  for  want  of  better  light*  about 
the  liberty  of  the  gofpel-ftate*  fcruplus  eating  fume  kinds 
of  meat*  take  heed  that  he  be  not  cenlorious  of  his  bro¬ 
ther*  who*  with  a  good  confidence*  freely  eats  them* 

and 


NOTE. 


*  They  that  thought  they  fltisht  *at  ail  probable,  hut  that  Jomeof  the  bdio* 

01  Vuodi  ivbidi  ii  lwe  meant  by  cti  vers  might  l«r  to  far  rnlithfcntsi  m  ii:cdte> 
*‘rre,  dmtljtbrr*,  moftty  converts  from 
-.mzcttjr  th*'  ami  tfcty,  wJw  fcruj-leU 

were  nioflfy  thole  thut  «t-crc  I'onvci'tcl 
Jr  ;ia  ibr  yr;:rj :  Thyj^Ii  it  U  not  hi*.- 


I,"*  iv  nii  IlnklJi  VIIV’I  tf-l  1 

trine  of  Chi  ill  mu  ll.rty,  ^  to  mtbciti; 
and  iome  ti  tbs:  w.,/:7ri  he  ptrlituli:;! 

■  ^ 
to 
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4  Who  art  thou 
that  judyefl  ano¬ 
ther  man'*  feT- 
vant?  to  his  own 
pm  (Ur  he  ftand- 
<r]i  or  fillet h  ; 
t«*  he  (hall  be 
fioldcn  up :  for 
God  is  able  to 
mike  him  {bad* 


and  that  he  do  not  condemn  hi  rev  as  a  lode,  unguard¬ 
ed,  irreligous  profcfibr,  though  he  maintains  all  the 
effential  and  important  articles  of  the  Chriftian  faith, 
and  has  a  fin  cere  refpe£l  to  every  moral  precept;  For, 
whatever  others  may  judge  of  him  f,  God  has  made 
him  accepted  in  the  Beloved,  has  taken  him  into  his  fa* 
vour  and  family,  and  admitted  him  to  all  the  privileges 
and  bleffings  of  his  church  and  people,  without  any  re* 
gard  to  ceremonial  obfer  vances* 

4  Since  God  has  received  him,  who  art  thou,  a  poor 
finfuli  ignorant,  and  fallible  mortal,  that  you  (hould  af¬ 
lame  to  yourfelf  an  authority  of  fitting  in  judgment  u- 
pon  his  confcience,  and  of  palling  3  femence  of  con¬ 
demnation  upon  his  ftate,  for  ufmg  a  -liberty  which  he 
is  fan  sited  his  lord  allows  him,  as  rho'  you  were  to  de¬ 
termine,  whether  he  is  fiucere,  and  (hall  have  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Chrift’shoufe,  as  one  accepted  of  him  here,  and 
whether  he  (hall  be  acquitted  and  owned  of  him  tn  the 
great  day  of  account,  or  not  ?  (This  would  be  like  ta¬ 
king  upon  you,  to  judge  whether  the  domeftic  femur, 
(«*rrnTj  who  is  not  your’s,  but  another  man's  property, 
{hall  be  approved  of  by  him,  as  one  of  his  family,  or 
not,  which  you  have  nothing  to  do  with;)  He  is  ac¬ 
countable,  not  to  you,  but  only  to  his  own  Lord  and 
Maftcr,  even  Chrilt,  [Mattb*  xxiii*  to*  and  Join  liiL 
13O  wbofe  judgment  alone  he  mult  abide  by;  Nnr  is 
his  (late  to  be  decided  by  your  opinion  of  him  ;  bui  he 
mu  ft  be  acquitted,  or  caft,  at  Chrift’s  bar,  who,  in  op* 
pofition  to  men,  has  the  foie  right  of  judging  him  ;  and 
(Jf)  God  having  received  himV  ( ver *  3*)  whatever  you 
may  think  of  him,  (ru^T*!)  he  firull  be  dhblilbed  in 
the  faith  and  fellowftiip,  hope,  comfort,  and  holincis 
of  the  gofpel,  and  (hall .  (land  with  boMurfs  in  the  chy 
of  judgment :  For  that  God,  wbo  has  taken  him  into  his 
houle  and  covenant  and  will  faithfully  perform  his  pro- 
mifes  to  every  true  believer,  is  ahk  to  hep  him  from 
fallingy  and  to  prefent  him  fault  left  before  the  prtfetue  of 
hts  glory  •with  exceeding  joy.  (Jude,  ver*  24.) 

5  Again,  as  to  ceremonial  days  %  rim  were  ordered 
to  be  kept  holy  under  the  Msfzic  difpenfaticn,  fuch  zs 

the 

NOTES 

■f  God  has  rectivd  foroe  thir'k  rriatet  bin r  that  c&tt ;  aid  Co  he  ^oes  on  to 

_%  ■.  *  —  _ 


S  Oilman  e* 
(teemeth  ooe  diy 

above 


r  v  1 e  e  ■  ■ 

to  bin 1  that  tats  par,  as  well  as  to  tetri  ta:sr  ipcak  to  the  Jexviji  converts. 

But  l  apprehend  that  the  thread  of  dlTnourie  *  We  arc  oot  to  that  what  5 

carries  it  only  to  him  that  trti ;  For  be  U  the 
neared  antecedent ;  and  the  etpothUbit  iu 
the  next  vciic  js  with  him  that  which 

plainly  points  out  the  believing  J  crapulous 

Jew,  whom  ch?  kpoftlr  here  cautions  aju-inft 


iiippoic,  that  w‘hat  is  Is1, r: 
£iu)  about  the  rfnh)rtii4tt  is  to  hr  rL  - 

deriltHnl  a>  it"  it  were  an  inturfcrent  tnii-l. 
wiifLhcT'diiy  fthheth  wi  re  to  Lc  r£jru?  X- 
«df  ^nd  preferred  to  other  days*  or  u-i.t : 
Vox  tUi*  i  Ukc  Ihl-j  ;,f- 
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above  anothet : 
moihet  eftectn- 
cEh  every-  day 
tiiikr.  Let  every 
man  be  folly  per* 
fuaded  ia  biiowu 

mind. 


6  He  that  re* 

pardelh  the  day, 
re^ardeih  it  uato 
the  Lord  1  and 
he  that  regard*  h 
not  the  day,  to 
tlic  Lord  he  doth 
cot  regard  ti.  He 

that 


the  merely  Je*#ifbfeRm\&\  one  perftm  indeed,  (rr  ,***) 
as  is  moftly  the  cafe  of  the  Jrwifb  converts,  accounts 
and  determines  in  his  own  thoughts,  that  rhefe  are  fn- 
cred,  and  ought  fo  be  rdigioufly  obferved,  in  {iifTmftion 
from  comrnon  days*  according  to  the  Lemthat  law: 
(Seethe  note  on  ver*  2-}  But  another  perJou  £nr?J) 
thinks,  with  the  Gentile  converts,  thar,  under  the  pnf- 

})eWtate>  no  days  are  to  be  ceremonially  diftinguUheJ 
torn  others*  as  they  were  under  the  typical  dii'penfa- 
tiony  which  is  now  ax  an  end  ;  but  that,  in  the  ordina¬ 
ry  courfc  of  things,  every  day,  which  Chrift  has  not 
diftinguiftied  for  facred  ufe(  is  tolx*  efteemed  and  em¬ 
ployed,  one  as  much  as  another,  for  fulfilling  the  va¬ 
rious  civil,  moral,  and  religious  duties  of  common  life* 
New  as  to  fuch  fort  of  things  as  the  ft,  upon  which  ito 
great  (tree's  is  to  be  laid  at  prefent,  con  ridering  all  cir¬ 
cuit*  (lances  ori  both  /ides ;  let  every  one  ftriouily  weigh 
them,  and  determine  for  himfeif  about  them,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  bed  light  he  can  get  from  the  word  of  God  ; 
leaving  others  to  judge  fur  themfclvcs,  and  to  do  what 
their  consciences  tell  them  is  their  duty, 

6  Todifpofe  you  to  a  becoming  Chriftian  temper 
one  towards  another,  tinder  your  different  fentiments 
and  practices,  with  relation  to  all  thefe  ceremonial  ob* 
fervanccSj  it  is  to  be  confidcred,  and  charitably  to  be 
believed,  that  the  converted  ifraditc^  who  thinks  him¬ 
feif  obliged  to  keep  anj  of  the  Jcwifb  festivals,  doth  ic 
from  a  principal  of  confciencc  toward  God,  ia  obedi* 

dience 


N  o 

the  foot  <*f  the  fourth  coihmamlment,  uilcii 
enjoins,  h  jretttra^  that  a  (.Math  he  . 

kept  holy  tt>  the  J^ord,  cf  well  that  (he 
fiventb  dijr,  in  pariUuiurt  fbould  oontiimr  to 
be  older  ved  by  the  Jrwi  to  that  purpose 
ihroughouuhe M&fyk  cftfjiciifetion',  io  which 
the  delivering  of  the  law  at  mount  Si  tetri  bo 
longed :  And  as  whnt  ChrifV,  the  Lord  of 
the  fahhath  did  in  transferring  it  from  the 
icrenth,  to  the  ht  ft  day  bf  the  week,  mudd  no 
alieration  of  the  zener  d  commsnd,  fUamkr 
the  fibbtfh-iay  /a  k«p  it  is/y,  (Lx*hL  xx,  S.) 
fa  neither  tlic  7 c&ijbj  nur  GtHxte  Chriftrms 
denied  the  obligation  to  ohffrrc  a  weekly  Jab- 
bath;  and  therefore  u  vnnld  not  be  »id  tff 
either  of  them,  that  they  ejter med  tv  try  cay 
ii!;itt  though  the  JtwKb  converts  might  be 
for  retaining  the  ylrritffr,  and  thefe  t-f  the 
Gentile*  were  for  celebrating  the  fnji  day  of 
the  uc  Jc?  us  -the  ChrifLian  ftbLaih*  This 
was  aoeoi-dinciy  (he  iifrtildaY  of  their  ihu«l 
ulU'nnrlies  fax  the  uorihip  <ti  Coil,  and  was 
known  among  tfu-in  by  the  uamu  o|'  tiie 
Is-rtf  *  iitijj  in  like  manner!  nr.d  for  like  iva* 

vet,  in.  r  -m 


foos,  as  the  ordinance  of  brakbj  lifted  wat 
called  the  LarXs  fapper*  (o«ec  the  note  Qrt 
jffTj  xx.  0.)  Nor  ate  the  days  here  terirrul 
to,  tn  bo  underfoot!  <if  m'ijpcvf  /hifr,  ^he* 
ther  public  or  private,  on  Jptx>.if  hnptriiinr. 
occasion  s !  for  H  is  not  in  hr  funixiUd,  that 
eitlter  of  thc&  parties  of  CUritibtns  th'icjht, 
thjtr  no  dltfcrcacc  was  tn  Le  irade  between 
thofe  Jntctnn  days  :tuJ  others lift cc  the 
rifts*  and  7 flifHjdos  faded  often,  inj 
our  Lord  himfdf  nor  otijy  jhvc  ilirefUuns 
his  diJlipLa  for  fading,  liiir  ikhl,  rhut,  aiur 
ids  departure  fum  them,  ihry  ihoidti  be  chi:-* 
fed  to  fik’h  excrcilis,  v*.  itf* 

—  lb*  a'vl  i it.  j<*  The  day*  therefoic  hera 
intended,  rrlste  to  tire  Jim-i/fr  rdlivaiji,  to  far 
ionh  as  they  were  of  a  cerem^iiil  and  typi¬ 
cal  nutiirv,  hut  were  Ittii  to  iienbii* 

gutoi  y  by  many  of  the  hclitvin^  JIjvt,  wh;lo 
the  Gfi.frjr  t.hnH  hus  tonk  them  to  Lie  a:-ri*th- 
cd  :  AvVovcUn^ly  the  dlilin^L^i  of 
lure  annfxrd  to,  and  put  in  the  finno  r;::k 
ivilh  that  of  wxjiu  whidi  were  prohibited  by 
the  an  ato»k>l 
m 
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that  catcth,  cai- 
rth  to  the  l.orJ  ; 
forhr  givrth  Cod 
th*Qka;  iiod  he 
th*t  not* 

to  i\:c  tyrrd  he 
cat-:'  h  not,  and 

givcih 

tiianks. 


cnee  to  what  he  takes  to  be  ftill  his  command,  that  he 
may  thereby  glorify  him,  and  particularly  in  honour  to  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  *  ;  as  fuppofmg  that  he  ha3  confirm¬ 
ed  all  his  antient  inftitutions  which  he  delivered  to  If- 
rad  by  the  hand  of  Mofes :  And  on  the  contrary,  the 
converted  Gentile,  who  doth  not  obferve  any  of  thofe 
day*,  proceeds  upon  a  like  principle  of  confcience  to* 
ward  God,  with  a  view  to  his  glory,  and  particularly  to  the 
honour  of  the  Lord  Chrift;  as  believing  that,  by  his 
authority,  the  obligation  to  keep  fnch  days  is  now  laid 
afide;  and  that  to  think  othetwife  would  be  a  practical, 
though  undefined,  denial  of  the  liberty  of  thegofpel- 
flate,  and  of  Cbrift’s  having  come  to  put  an  end  to  all 
typical  and  ceremonial  rites*  In  like  manner,  it  is  to 
be  temembered,  that  the  Gentile  believer,  who,  having 
received  light  concerning  bis  Chriftian  liberty,  eats  a* 
ny  i'ert  of  meats,  without  fcruple,  doth  it  with  a  fin* 
cere  aim  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  particularly  of  Chrift, 
who  is  Lord  of  all;  as, believing  that  he  would  have 
him  affcrt  this  privilege :  For,  in  teftimony  of  his 
being  well  fatUfied  that  he  herein  doth  right,  he  reli* 
gioufiy  aflts  a  blefling  on  his  food,  of  what  kind  foever 
it  be,  anti  gives  thanks  to  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift,  and 
to  the  Father  by  lum,  for  the  great  goodness  that  has 
provided  it,  and  allowed  him  freely  to  eat  of  it,  as  may 
be  moft  fuited  to  the  ncceffity,  convenience,  arid  inno* 
cent  delight  of  life  :  And  the  Jeis  enlightened  Chrifti* 
an,  who  fcruples  eating  indifferently  all  forts  of  meat, 
abftains  from  thofe  that  were  prohibited  in  the  law  of 
Tdojee,  with  an  upright  intention  of  glorifying  Godr 
and  our  Lord  Jefus,  the  immediate  giver  of  that  la**, 
by  fubraming  to  his  authority,  who  once  forbade  the 
ofc  of  feme  meats,  and  feems,  to  him,  not  to  have  re¬ 
voked  the  prohibition  ;  and  as  an  evidence  of  his  fince- 
»ity  herein,  be  praifes  the  name  of  the  Lord  forgiving 
him  enough  of  other  forts  of  food,  and  for  prcfcrving 
him  from  eating  fuch  as  he  thinks  would  be.  a  defile* 
ment  ro  him  ;  and  he  thankfully  accepts,  and  begs  of 
God  to  blib  ihofe  provisions  to  him  which  he  is  allow* 
cd  ro  cat  of :  and  fo  they  both,  aiming  at  the  glory  of 
God,  and  of  the  great  Redeemer,  ought  to  bear  with 
one  another,  in  their  different  opinions  and  pra&ices, 
as  to  thefe  little  points,  and  receive  each  other  as  brt> 


th ren* 

N  f> 

*  Ttf  fit1  i«ms  hera,  ar»d  m  v«.  8,  p. 
to  moan  thf  Lord  Chr)Jh  jvutj  as  he*  appearing 
under  til*  el  i  drafter  of  tin?  'Jfbovttb  of 
cjcikfrrt!  the  hiy  to  Ah;at  (irr  the  note  otr 
Ain  jh*  jS.J  ib  Ocd  and  the  Lcrd^  in  this 


7  For 

T  2. 

verfe,  may  be  canfidercd  ns  terms  of  iW 
£lum  import*  li>  ligtv.iy  the  odIt  true  G* 
aixl  both  of  them  as  applicable  to  Chi  ill,  mw: 

the  Crtxl  to  u-h«-ri  LhriftiaTis^ur 
ns  TftrtU  as  to  die  l^tlur  hv  him* 


Ch*  i!t> 

y  For  none  of 
liverh  to  him- 

rdf,  and  no  man 
dlcih  to  himdf. 


B  Fat  whether 
we  iwcj  we  live 
unto  ihe  Ix>rct : 
arid  whether  wc 
die*  die  untn 
the  l*nrd  :  whe¬ 
ther  wc  live  there¬ 
fore*  or  die* 
arc  [he  Lord'*. 


0  For  to  (hi* 
end  thrift  hoih 
dtedf  and  roft, 

and  revived,  (hat 

he  might  be  Lord 
both  of  the  dead 
tud  imug* 
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7  For  as  no  one  ought,  fo  none  of  us,  who  are  tru£ 
believers  in  Chrift,  dares  ro  live,  as  if  he  were  his  own 
lord  and  mailer,  fo  as  ro  make  his  own  hurmmr,  or 
prime  views,  in  thefe,  any  more  than  in  other  cafes, 
the  governing  end  of  his  life  ;  no,  nor  to  give  way  to 

'influence  from  fuch  mean,  low,  and  felfifh  motives  in 
religious  concerns :  And  as  no  man  ought,  fo  no  real 
Chriftian  defires,  to  die,  merely  to  get  rid  of  prefent 
troubles  ;  nor  doth  he  aim  at  only  leaving  a  good  name 
behind  him,  among  his  friends  and  parry,  at  death;  no, 
far  be  it  from  Chriltians  of  any  denomination,  to  chink 
of  living  or  dying  at  ftich  a  rate. 

8  for  whether  wc,  who  are  real  converts,  live  a 
longer  or  (hotter  time,  it  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  will  and  command  of  our  Lord  and 

r 

our,  and  with  an  aim  at  his  glory,  that  we  may  fcive 
and  honour  him,  in  all  that  we  think  and  fay,  fufftrand 
do :  And  whether  wc  be  cut  off  by  a  natural,  or  vio¬ 
lent  death,  it  is  with  refignarion  to  the  wilt  and  appoint¬ 
ment  of  the  Lord  Chrift,  who  died  for  us  5  with  a  fidu¬ 
cial  commitment  of  our  departing  fpirirs  into  his  hands; 
and  with  a  define  that  we  may  glorify  him,  and  leave  a 
teilimohy  to  the  truth  and  excellence  of  Christian  reli¬ 
gion,  and  to  the  power  of  his  grace,  in  our  dying  mo¬ 
ments,  and  may  go  to  be  with  him,  to  behold  his  glo¬ 
ry  :  Whether  therefore  we  continue  to  live  in  this  world, 
or  be  called,  former  or  later,  in  any  manner  whatfoc- 
ver,  to  die  out  of  it,  we  arc  Chrid's  property  and  de¬ 
voted  fervunts,  at  his  difpofe ;  and  arc  enabled  to  rely 
entirely  upon  him,  to  approve  omfelves  to  him,  and  to 
glorify  him  with  our  bodies  and  (pirns,  which  are  his ; 
and  fo  whether  we  be  JcutiJh  or  Gentile ,  weaker  or 
flrongcr  believers,  it  hereby  appears  whofe  wc  arc,  and 
whom  we  ferve,  and  that  for  us  to  live  is  Chrift,  and 
to  die  is  gain* 

9  For  this  is  the  very  end  which  our  Lord  JVfus  had 
in  view,  and  which  was  defigned  of  God  the  Father, 
to  be  aofwered  by  him  when  he  laid  down  bis  li fa 
as  an  atoning  facrificc  for  fin,  and  rofe  from  the  dead 
to  be  exalted  to  his  throne,  and  when  he  accordingly 
lived  agnin  («»?«"')  in  the  heavenly  (late  to  fecure  bin 
purchafe,  and  lake  pofleffion  in  human  nature,  of  that 
glt>;y  which  he  had  with  the  Father  before  the  world 
was,  (John  xyIi.  5*} ;  tbr  very  end,  I  fay>  of  all  thii 
was,  that  he,  in  his  0  (wet-capacity,  as  bead  over  all 
things  to  the  church,  might  have  an  abfeiure,  univer- 
fhl,  and  fovereign  dominion  over  thsm  that  aic  dead, 
and  them  ihzt  are,  or  **vtr  fhalt  be  alive  upon  earth, 

M  m  2  and 
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to  Bat  wtty 
dud  thotf  judge 
thy  brother  ?  or 
■frhy  df:fl  thou  fe 
at  nought  itiy 
brother;  for  we 
Ihall  all  Hand  he- 
fan;  the  jutii*- 
menc  -  leal  of 
Ckrift, 


ti  for  h  U  writ¬ 
ten. 


and  might  have  the  ordering  of  all  things  that  relate  to 
every  ones  living  arid  dying,  and  to  the  eternal  ccmfe- 
quences  of  both  ;  and  efptcially  that  he  might  main¬ 
tain  his  peculiar  property,  and  be  glorified,  in  thofc 
that  the  Father  has  gtirfen  him,  by  fupporting  them  un¬ 
der  the  Jirelct  and  delivering  them  from  the  Jling  of 
death,  and  by  receiving  their  fouls,  and  afterwards 
railing  their  bodies,  to  an  immortal  ft  ate  of  bfcflcdnefs^ 
as  well  as  by  influencing,  governing,  and  difpoling  of 
them  for  his  own  gloiyin  this  world,  and  reaping  the 
everlafttng  honours,  that  are  due  to  him  from  them, 
and  on  their  account,  hi  the  world  to  come*  _ 

10  But  ftill  further  to  enforce  the  caution  that  has 
been  already  given,  ( ver *  3*)  Why  (hould  any  of  you, 
who  cannot  gee  over  your  fcmples  about  meats  and  days, 
judge  and  condemn  your  Chriftian  brother,  who  can, 
as  though  he  were  a  mere  libertine  and  prefumptuous 
profeftbr,  only  bccauie  he  is  fatisfied  that  he  need  not 
make  any  difference  in  tbefe  things?  Or,  on  the  other 
hand,  Why /hould  fuch  of  you,  as  think  it  your  duty 
to  make  ufe  of  your  Chriitian  liberty,  with  refpe£k  to 
thefe  things  defpife  any  one  of  your  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  whofeconfciemicms  Scruples  about  them  (till  hang 
upon  him  ?  Why  Ihould  you  difdain  him,  a$  though  he 
were  a  poor  deluded  bigot,  not  worth  your  notice  ? 
What  room  can  there  he  lot  either  of  rhefe  unfriendly 
ami  unchriftian  ways  of  treating  one  another}  Ye  cer¬ 
tainly  therein  go  beyond  your  fphere,  and  take  a  judg¬ 
ment  upon  you,  which  do  not  belong  to  you  ;  and  which 
ye  ought  to  be  afraid  of  ralhly  going  into:  For  both 
the  ftroxig  and  weak,  the  defpifer  and  the  defpifed,  the 
cenfurer  and  the  cenfured ;  yea,  whatever  our  charac¬ 
ter  and  conduit  be,  all  and  every  one  of  us  mud  ere 
long  be  brought  before  the  awful  tribunal  of  Chrift, 
to  take  our  trial  at  his  bar,  where  all  things  will  be  cal¬ 
led  over  again ;  and  he,  as  Lord  and  Judge  of  all,  will 
fet  them  in  a  juft  light,  and  pafs  a  decifive  fen  re  nee  for, 
or  againft  us,  accordingly,  to  our  inexprd&ble  happi- 
nefs,  or  confufion  for  ever* 

1 1  For  in  an  antient  prophecy  of  Chrifl,  ffa *  xlv. 
23*)  where  he  is  introduced  under  the  character  of  Jr- 
hovab}  to  allure  us  of  his  being  a  divine  perfon  *,  we 

find 


NOTE* 

*  Tlw  apo ft L  htre  plain lv  Intimates,  that  iemn  declaration,  fpcaksof  bunfclf  in  dif- 
tvliat  was  laid  in  I  fa*  xlv.  13.  is  io  be  applied  ijjifUeo  from  *tU  idols,  as  the  only  tr.ie  Gnd, 
to  Chrift.  An<\  if  wc  look  into  tbe  pniphc-  who  lays,  to  ail  the  endt  ef  the  earth,  vn- 
cy  itJclf,  \tt  Ih.jll  find  r.lMtdn  the  next  piece-  fa  and  bejejavedi  and  is  jpoken  of  un- 
din 2nd  the  two  tbIWing  verity  thi  very  tier  rhe  char^Ocr  of  that  Jrbovah  in  vhc-n 

perXoD,  «‘lio  is  brought  in  as  making  this  ii>-  vc  four  righiwufnzji  aid  jircu^  ;/j,  even  b- 
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in,  As  I  live, 
frith  the  Lord, 
every  knee  Ihali 
b«w  to  me*  and 
every  Mngne  IWI 
fonfc£s  to  God. 


ii  So  then  e- 
icrt  one  of  us 
frail  give  acton  at 
«f  himfdf  to 


1 3  Let  tts  not 
rlierd'ore  judge 
one  another  any- 
mote :  but  judge 
this  rather,  that 

no 


find  words  to  this  effeft,  which  arc  recorded,  as  utter* 
ed  by,  and  with  relation  to  himfelf,  I,  {peaking  after 
the  manner  of  men,  have  fworn  by  myfdf,  to  Ihew 
that  the  decree  is  irreveWibJe,  that  as  furely  as  I  am  the 
only  living  and  true  God,  who  necrifrril.y,  eficntiaUyt 
and  eternally  have  life  in  myfelf,  and  am  the  fountain 
and  author  of  all  life  to  others,  the  whole  human  race 
ftiall  be  brought  into  futh  an  entire  fubjeftioa  to  m:, 
whether  they  will  or  nor,  in  their  (in  ti  appearance  at 
my  bar,  as  is  fignified  by  bowing  the  knee.  In  token  of 
humble  homage,  and  by  {wearing  to  me,  and  thereby 
owning  me  with  the  tongue,  as  the  great  Cod  and  judge 
of  all,  to  whom  they  are  accountable,  and  by  whom 
their  eternal  (late  mud  be  decided. 

12  From  hence  then  it  plainly  appears,  that  a z  every 
individual  of  mankind,  of  wbat  character,  nation,  or 
profei&on  foever  he  be  $  fo  every  one  of  ust  in  patriot* 
lar,  mull  be  called  to  an  account,  not  for  the  mi&ikta 
or  mifearriages  of  others,  but  for  his  own  faith  and 
pr  aft  ice,  which  he  {hail  be  obliged  to  an  fiver  for  at  the 
judgment-feat  of  Chrift,  {2  Cur.  v,  10.}  who  himfeif 
is  God,  and  by  whom,  in  his  office-capacity,  God  the 
Father  will  judge  the  whole  world. 

13  Let  none  of  us  therefore  prefume  any  longer  to 
invade  ChriJVs  prerogative,  or  anticipate  his  judgment, 
by  taking  upon  us  to  cenfure  and  condemn  one  another. 
But  +,  to  lead  you  into  a  much  better  way  of  judging, 
let  thofe  of  you,  that  can  nfe  your  Chriftian  liberty  with 
a  good  confidence,  think  and  determine  (*ryarf)  in  your 
own  minds,  that  no  one  ought  to  indulge  to  fo  free  a 
ufe  of  what  may  be  in  frfclf  lawful,  as  thereby  to  grieve, 

enfnare. 


N  O  T  E  a 


him  to  whom  it  U  frU,  Men  ffwZj  and 
aHi'r'nl  are ia&tifcd  tin  fi-ifi  ?C xfamoli 
in  this  Lord,,  or  ail  the  feed  of 

Jfrael  fi<tU  be  juf:fi*dr  and  fittif  ghry*  All 
u  Inch  palEiyes  arc  lb  t *a&ly  anfrordl  in  the 

New  TelUuieDT-acCTHjia  of  the  dur&lter* 
JtifbHncJ,  and  benefits  brought  in  by  Chrift, 
and  of  ibe  regards  lhai  arc  to  be  paid  tobbn, 
ad  to  lave  no  rcafonablo  ground,  to  doubt 
but  licit  they  bjoiig  lo  hini-  (i>«  my  DH- 
('is  y<fts  Cftriji 

— 5?>  And  fo,  taking  the  whole  tugc*. 

thei\  u-c  iisvc  here  a  ibvng  attrilatbn 

ihc  proper  dhdnity  this  great  Judge  vf  the 
w^rldj  hIio  f^re  t>y  wHrh  is*  in 

rftctl,  the  iahitf  thing  v*  fWeuing  by  his  Ufa 
or  As  ( ih/et  ttnio  every  knee  fafl 

&T tfattn  every  tQagtu  fall  fwear7  by  way  of 
contortion  or  acknowledgment  of  his  aMokitc 
frcercis  nty  stid  ihprems  dominion,  that  is, 
1  very  tee,  cither  freely,  or  by  corKhiiJ-.t> 


pay  him  divine  hom^e,  wlut'h  is  fi'j.-U- 
ficu  by  ibr  knee,  and  ftih'iertxg  t*  Vi-t*  - 

and  tftis  will  be  moft  e;nb;c:-dyT  publicly, 

and  compJ^tdy  verified  in  the  iE:iksci[lil  Cub- 
jertiofi  ox  a) l  inaukimi  to  Chrilt  a*  tbe  .  hy  ef 
judynttul.  Let  ink?  this  ncraJioti  ti> 

obiirve,  thal  as  GciTs  lUnriiig  by  hict'ibilt 
is  often  expnefled  l>y  1m  liiyinj,  -rfj  / 
tlay  approach  tnu  neir  a: 1  oath,  pcoiluriy 
pro^/cr  to  tliA,!,  who  in  rmnmon  conv^atio^ 
As  l  live,  nr  xs  /  *»t  ahvet  uf  f  Jrtr  a 
tiv fog  many  <>*  the  the  like,  to  ^aio  civdil  to 
their  worJi. 


I  ‘nd*  ciu^ht  to  b^vc  been  n'jedeth^be-* 
yioning  t*f  a  verib  :  for  kcrs  the  aj^ule  tr*\- 
\ -:ys  tinon  bU  e^’dien,  |urUi?uL:ily  of  the: 
Geti^e  fcnverts,  ^Libdi  an  mi^vmicnJ 


imfcirunaMe  ufr  of  iht'r  Oultlian  Vllw.'rty*  to 
the  oifcucc  oE*  tbeir  brolirci!, 

WOI’M  be  ftun;lded  at  it* 
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rv  TO4n  put  a  enfiiaftr,  and  lay  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of  his  Cbriftian 
cr^ofwfi;n^  bother,'  who  would  be  offended  at  it;  or  to  draw  him 
fdi  in  ks  bro-  into  (in  by  tempting  him,  either  to  go  into  uncharita- 
thcr's  v;ar,  Me  cenfures,  cr  to  take  a  liberty  of  doing  that  with  a 

doubting  confciencc,  which  another  doth  with  a  well  fa* 
r  tisfied  mind, 

.*iU»Za  J4  tor  my  part,  I  clearly  nnderfbnd,  and  am  tho- 
by  t('c  Lord  Je-  roughly  perfuadtd  upon  the  authority  of  the  Lord  jefus, 
ftst  il*«  tbtr*  is  [ftiark  vti,  19,}  and  from  the  nature  arul  defign  of  his 

of  Eiifctf  i'bflMo  death,  which  was  to  reconcile  both  Jews  and  Gentiles 
h;m  tim  ert« m-  to  God,  and  take  away  all  religious  di  ft  i  nation  between 

c:h  any -  to  and  to  remove  the  curfe  that  the  fall  had  brought 

be  unclean  t  to  1  .-e  <• 

Um^ijunqloo.  upon  creatui enjoyments,  tn  token  Or  which  the  ule  or 

Tome  meats  was  forbidden  in  the  ceremonial  law ;  and 
I  am  fully  3  flu  red,  by  fpeciai  revelation  from  Cbrift  to 
mr,  that  now,  under  Che  glorious  liberty  of  the  gofptl, 
every  creature  of  God  is  good^  and  nothing  to  be  refufed^ 
if  it  be  received  i tilth  thaiikf givings  (1  Tim-  iv,  4.) 
and  that  no  fou  of  food  is,  in  its  own  nature,  moiaiiy 
unclean,  no,  nor  any  longer  ceremonially  fo?  Chriit 
having  put  an  end  to  the  ciftincUon  of  clean  and  un* 
clean  meats,  to  fignify  that  ail  things  art  now  pure  to 
him  that  believes,  (Tit,  i.  ry.)  and  I  am  fathfied,  that 
there  is  now  no  diftin&ion,  as  there  was  under  the  Old 
Teftamenr-difpenfaiion,  between  dean  and  unclean  na¬ 
tions  ;  as  if  either  of  them,  3$  nations,  were  to  be  ex¬ 
cluded  frrm  God's  covenant,  while  others  of  them  are 
admitted  into  it.  Yet  as,  in  certain  cireumftances, 
there  may  arife  a  moral  defilement  to  a  manT  confid¬ 
ence,  even  by  doing  what  is  in  itfelf  lawful  j  fo  if  any 
one  really  thinks  in  bis  heart,  that  this  of  the  other  fort 
of  food  is  {till  forbidden,  and  ought  not  to  be  received, 
he,  by  eating  it,  would  violate  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conference,  and  fo  defile  it,  by  doing  what  it  tells  him 
is  offenfive  to  God. 


is  Tint  u  thy 
brother  ^riev- 
tA  wfftii  tb?  FW^fj 
tunv  ffjlHert  thtju 
t;j  an-^y* 
nw  hinrc 
uj;h  thy  meat* 
for  staOili  Crtdft 


15  Bur,  on  the  other  hand,  fuppofing  that  any  of 
you  are  ever  fo  well  fifiisfied,  on  the  gofpel-principlef, 
that  you  may  innocently  cat  of  any  fen  of  fowl  that 
comes  in  your  way,  provided  it  be  received  with  th&nkf- 
giving,  and  he  fantHfed  by  the  -word  of  God  and  prayer^ 
(t  i  im.  iv.  4,  £,}  yet  if  your  Chriflian  brother,  thov, 
through  JewiJb  prejudices,  he  be  ever  fo  weak  and  mif* 


taken  in  hU  coiifcieiirious  fcruputofity,  is  troubled  and 
Gftendcd  at  your  taring  it,  and  you,  knowing  thi*f  will 
ncverthvlcfs  perfift  in  rhe  nfe  of  your  liberty,  and  that 
in  b:s  prefence  ;  you  therein  do  nor  behave  with  fuch 


tendernefj  and  condefeenfmn  towards  him,  as  the  great 
law  cf  love  requires ;  bu;  you  live  and  a£t  in  dirett 

con  1  radio* 
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sG  Let  net 
then  yovit  jj»nd 
bervilfpoken  of* 


r  7  For  the 
kingdom  nf  G^d 
no*  mmt  and 
drink,  b»tri"ht«- 
tuihcfiurn]  ptjee, 

and. 


contradiction  to  ir,  as  that  obliges  yon  to  do  all  you  can 
for  your  neighbour**  good,  efpedally  in  fpiritual  and  e- 
ternal  concerns.  Let  this  thought  prevail  upon  you  to 
wave  the  unreafonable  ufe  of  your  liberty  in  fuch  cir- 
enm fiances,  that  you  m-ty  not  ftagger  the  faith  and 
wound  the  confidence  of  your  Chriiiian  brother,  nor  de¬ 
ft  roy  his  peace  and  comfort,  or  draw  him  into  fin,  and 
fo  do  what  has  a  direct  moral  tendency,  in  its  own  na¬ 
ture,  to  bring  everlafting  perdition  upon  one  to  whom 
Chrilt  has  (hewn  fuch  fuperladvc  love,  as  to  Uy  down 
hi*  own  life,  which  he  did  as  a  ranfom  for  the  weak  tit, 
as  well  as  Itrongeft  believers* 

t6  Take  heed  then  that  your  liberty,  in  eating  for¬ 
merly  forbidden  meats,  though  it  he  good  and  allow* 
able  in  itfdf,  and  in  fome  cafirs  may  be  juftly  infilled 
on,  be  not  expofed  to  cenfure  and  reproach,  and  (lignia* 
tized  as  mere  liccnttnufntfs,  or  made  a  hone  of  con¬ 
tention,  and  an  occafkm  of  fpeaking  evil  of  ChriiU;i* 
nity,  itfulf,  thro*  the  imprudence,  uiifeafonablcnefs,  and 
milchiefof  your  ufing  it,  to  the  Icandalizing  of  your 
weaker  brethren. 

17  For  after  all,  the  nature,  glory,  and  bldfednefs 
of  the  gofpd-difpen fation,  or  of  that  kingdom  of  grace 
which'  God  has  now  erected  in  the  hearts  of  his  people* 
in  order  to  his  training  them  up  for-  his  heavenly  king* 
dom,  do  not  confift  of  fiich  circumfbnrial,  external, 
and  carnal  things,  as  tiling  or  refufmg  different  forts 
of  meat  and  drink,  according  to  the  fettlemtnts  mr.de 
in  the  Mofaic  law,  which  were  to  be  obferved  only  tilt 
the  time  if  reformatkn^  (Hcb.  ijc,  to<):  No;  but  it  is 
of  a  much  more  excellent,  pure,  and  fpiriurtl  constitu¬ 
tion*  which  con  fills  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  faith,  ami 
true  holinefs  in  heart  and  life  ;  and  of  a  iblid  peace  in 
our  ourn  fouls,  and  a  peaceable  temper  and  carriage 

towards 


N  O 

*  Same  who  UfiderftaTtd  this  pafuge,  a* 
rrWhj  jj  to  eternal  deling# fox  t  fupimic,  that 
by  him t  fir  Chrift  is  meant  r-nly 

&  pmhilhif  Ckrzlliui;  who,  In  the  judgment 
of  dvuity,  h  to  he  {teemed  one  foe  wboia 
Oirift  died  ;  :itrd  that  furh  wt  ojic  imy  bo 
ridti  ^T ed.  Though  our  Lord  lhv$  of  hU  iherj^ 

far  wham  Jic  biid  down  hi*  tfte,  ihep  fttali 

"Utr  perijirt  ixiilfr  Jl'dit  any  pluck  litem  cf 
wt  (Joha  x.  ;if.)  Jdvtt  the  d^llmfUoo 

hon;  ipnko»  of,  frciFs  rather  t  from!  heron* 
fCJitt  t.->  rckte  to  the  riritroyiag  ofLa  l>r<*iher\ 
pejiCy  than  of  hi*  &u1j  X^:jy  iu  thj  ft  timer 
■purl  fjf  lhi>  icriz,  it  is  railed  him 

uhh  rrw5U ;  in  vtr.  if>,  it,  it  is  r^re- 
fenud*  as  doing  things,  whereby  he jhtmbtfSy 
<r  iicjituWJy  n  mJe  Terek*  ami  i oerjintj- 
the  wort  cf  Ccdt  in  opposition  to/ti/viir- 


T  E, 

i*j  after  ibe  things  wh^h  for  peace^  i rvd 

things  vt here iv**h  one  wrty  ed*J*  aesthert  (vet, 
¥0«J  And,  ifwscwTij  ■■re  thi-i  with  the  a* 
pottle**  dLXoeii’e  ui  a  parjlkl  trail', 

1  Curt  vELi.  H>*—  t  3,  ft  t;  Tij^iV  tibii'rve,  -*.ts 
arfument,  a'yjut  eaiUg  {hiagt  ffrereJ 

tarns jinl  in  Jiur.c  there,  as  it 

dofh  here,  \}\wm  and  v»ui:u:ii£ 

the  cocfeVtice  a  r.vak  lirj.it her  :  Uat,  ov^a 
admitting  that  iic  had  u  rvrVi’Ciife  in  hotb 
tlicic  i?la^<L+  lo  eternal  aVr/r-vt^v,  his 
IHa)'  !w  i::nter;hRrd  nnlv  as  ie^dleU 
dohi^  what,  in  the  rutara  nf  tiling,  has  a 
ten  den  “y  tht:  mh;  j  Iha*  J;>r  ultnm 

Oi:iil<ikJ7and  what  wi^itd  hOe  t  :  it,  were 
m>L  ihe  oi  G<>d  U>  *ht-  n;aiarjl 

of  :ii?h  an  UDd^uritaUk  Iitl»avh*ar  to- 

w^rli  him. 


55* 

ftiJ  joy  in  tht 
Vfoiy  Uhofl. 


>9  Fat  he 
(hit  iathdi:  things 
fL-rvfh  Chrift,  « 

acccftiFtkdUtOid, 

ami  approved  of 
men- 


tp  kr  tts  there¬ 
fore  follow  after 
*ht  rhingt  uK>cli 
irukc  for  peace, 
pirhhinfjs  where* 
>ith  one  may  e* 
diiy  another* 

■  4  *  ■  ■■  ■ 


40  Fa*  meat 

lltflriy  not  the 
uryi  k  of  Gorl* 
.A!)  thing*  *ndot<l 
jrctui? ;  but  ti  t r 

evil 
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towards  others*  under  a  fenfe  of  God's  being  at  peace 
with  us,  through  the  blood  of  Jefus  5  and  of  thefe  fu- 
pematural  and  divine  cop  relations  which  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit  is  the  author  of,  as  he  Jbtds  abroad  the  love  of  God 
in  our  heart  s>  and  witnrjfes  with  our  fpiritst  that  we 
are  the  children  and  heirs  of  God *  and  joint* heirs  with 
Chriftf  (chap*  v-  5.  and  viiu  16,  17*} 

18  For  whatever  a  man's  opinion,  and  eorrefpondcnt 

pra^ice  may  be,  about  meats  and  drinks,  and  things 
indifferent,  he  that,  with  a  due  regard  to  thefe  fub- 
flantial  points,  of  vital  religion,  behaves  as  a  faithful 
fervatiE  of  in  fubje£kioii  and  obedience  to  him, 

in  a  dependence  on  him,  and  with  a  View  to  his  glory, 
is,  both  as  to  his  petfon  and  fcr vices,  ((«^«)  well* 
pleating  to  God,  in  and  through  the  Son  of  his  love ; 
and  one  of  fuch  an  evangelical  fpirit  and  converfation 
is  both  proved  to  be  a  fincere  Chriftian,  and  ap¬ 

proved  of,  as  fuch,  in  the  judgment  of  all  good  and 
wife  men  of  every  denomination,  whether  he  obferve 
ceremonial  rites  or  not, 

19  Since  therefore  all  ceremonial  things  arc  but  of 
trifling  account,  in  companion  with  thefe  great  impor¬ 
tances  of  Chriftianity  :  Let  us,  in  Head  of  laying  any 
ft  refs  ppcm  them,  or  going  imo  uncharitable  heat, 
fcrnls,  and  difputes  about  them,  and  pra£ticc$of  them, 
Andy  and  purfue  fuch  things  as,  in  their  own  nature 
and  p rcum fiances,  tend  to  cultivate  fpiritual  peace  and 
profperity  in  our  own  fouls,  and  an  amicable  temper 
and  conduft  towards  our  brethren  in  Chrift \  and  let 
it  be  our  great  concern  and  care  to  propagate  fuch  opi¬ 
nions  and  praftices,  as  may  be  for  the  buildiog  up  and 
Arengtbeninjr  and  encouraging  one  another  in  faith  and 
love,  and  in  the  hope  and  hplinefs  of  the  gofpel, 

?q  Take  heed  that  for  the  fake  of  fo  inconfiderable  a 
thing,  as  eating  certain  forts  of  meat,  you  do  not  ob- 
ftruti  and  ruin  that  harmony,  Jove,  and  peace,  fpiritual 
edification  and  comfort,  (fee  the  note  on  vsr.  15.) 
which  arc  noble  branches  of  the  work  of  God's  Spirit 
and  grace,  and  which  he  delights  in,  and  produces  by 
means  of,  and  according  to  the  great  defign  of  tbego£- 
pel*  If  any  of  you  are  fp  fliff  as  to  infift,  that  it  is  not 
fit  or  reafonabte  for  you  to  abridge  yourfdf  of  b  liberty 
in  this  cafe,  which  Chrift  has  given  you  :  1  grant  in* 
deed,  as  may  he  feen  from  what  has  been  already  faid, 
{ vet *  14*)  that  every  kind  of  food  may  now  be  eaien 
without  defilement  to  the  conscience,  provided  it  be 
flonc  in  a  lawful  manner:  And  I  farther  own,  that  to 
|he  true  believer  in  Cbrift*  they  are  all  clean  fed  from 

the 
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«vll  for  that  man 
who  etteth  with 

offence. 


%j  It  u  good 
rcW'.tr  to  eat 
fkih  *  nor  to 
drink  wine,  nor 
4Kjibi*ig  wheitby 
thy  brother  fttm* 
blcth,  or  is  of- 
feuded  ,  or  is 
weak. 


aa  daft  thou 
faith  ?  kuY£  it  to 
|hjfcU  before 

God* 


the  cur  lie  which  fin  had  brought  upon  earthly  enjoy* 
merits*  But  yet  it  is  a  plain  abufe  of  ChriHian  liberty, 
and  is  very  (infill  and  injurious  in  that  man  who  has  fi> 
little  love  and  companion  for  a  tender  fpirired  brother, 
as  to  indulge  bimfdf  in  earing  one  or  another  l_fort  of 
meat,  when  he  knows  that  his  lb  doing  is  matter  of 
grief  and  Humbling  to  him. 

ar  In  fuch  circum  fiances,  it  is  kind  and  prudent, 
commendable  and  right,  well-pleafingto  God,  and  Ihews 
an  excellent  fpirit,  and  is  indeed  a  fulfilling  of  the  great 
law  of  love,  fij  far  to  wave  a  liberty,  which  is  allowable 
in  itfelf,  as  not  only  to  abftain  from  fuch  meats  as 
were  formerly  forbidden,  but  even  from  any  fort  of  fle(h, 
while  other  convenient  food  may  be  had,  and  not  to 
drink  wine  without  a  necclfity  for  it ;  no,  nor  to  do 
any  thing  whatfoever,  that  they  may  be  avoided  with* 
out  violating  fome  law  of  God  and  nature :  It  is  moral¬ 
ly  good,  I  fay,  to  refrain  from  all  rhefe  things,  when  by 
indulging  to  them  your  Chriftian  brother  would  be  hin¬ 
dered,  thrown  down,  and  wounded,  in  his  way  and 
walk  before  God,  like  one  that  has  a  Humbling  block 
laid  before  him  * ;  or  would  be  difeouraged  and  trou¬ 
bled,  and  brought  into  danger  of  being  prejudifed  a- 
gamfi  the  pure  un mixed  gofpel  itfelf,  op  that  account ; 
or  would  be  enfeebled  and  Haggard  in  his  faith  and 
hope,  and  be  tempted  to  fin,  either  by  ralhly  condem¬ 
ning  others  for  doing  what  he  takes  to  be  unlawful,  or 
by  doing  the  fame  thing  himfelf,  with  a  doubting  con¬ 
fidence,  under  the  influence  of  their  example. 

22  Upon  the  whole  then,  is  one  or  another  among 
you  fully  perfuaded  in  your  own  mind,  on  the  foot  of 
the  gofpel-revelation,  that  you  may  lawfully  eat  of  every 
kind  of  food,  and  are  not  tied  to  Jewifh  ordinances  a- 
bout  meats,  any  more  than  about  days  ?  this  perfuafion 
of  your  Chriftian  liberty  is  right:  Hold  it  fait  f,  with 
refpefh  to  yourfelf,  and  your  own  ufe  of  it,  on  all  pro¬ 
per  occafiops,  to  the  glory  of  God,  with  a  fincere  con- 

(cience 


N  O  T  E  S. 

*  Dr  IFhith,  in  his  notes  on  this  tcric,  often  cwm w,  as  CQBCfralaj^  es  pert  x  max 
and  others  there  referred  U>,  would  hare  it,  iox  or  m  refer ft  ijf,  and  thus  it  is  rendered, 
that  the  *ord&  (rfwejrftt  tj  *  JTnr,  u  j.  IV.  I.  be  5*  and  xh  18*  %  Csrt  d. 

her*:  rendered  ji&nhUik*  Qri$$fcxd-  u,  i*mL  iv.  11*  and  in  fcvcral  other  phcc$, 
tdt  or  it  made  figtiify  to  Aupibk  and  And  after  this  manner  it  might  have  been 
fail  to  one's  rvifl,  or  to  ptrifb*  Bill  though  rendered  with  the  grtatdl  propriety  and  ad* 
fome  timer  the\  may  be,  they  are  far  from  i»o*  vantage  here !  For  I  can  Jbarcely  think,  that 
ingaJ*Ai*Vi  ufd  in  thst  fenfe,  as  spj'Cin  ibe  a|)o[lie  adviicd  kilter;  to  cotv. 

from  vct.  r,  i.  und iv*  19.  Mjtib,  iv,  real  their  fentijnents  about  Ghriltbn  liberty, 
6.  and  xxvi.  J^n  xvi.  k  %  Cat.  xi,  ip.  ajid  keep  them  entirely  to  thcmieUes,  u  ae. 

and  ill  ro.  Jtifi  liiL  3,  4,  9,  with  ievend  coidinfi  to  om  tranflatitm  of  this  jxtflagc,  thq 
pdwr  places.  See  alio  the  note  on  ver.  if.  generality  of  interpreters  have  been  led  to 
f  T*  tbifelft  -otuvhr^  The  prqx>*  nnderftawj  ft* 
fitioo  Iipre  r'jdy  (irnflics  ft,  but  very 
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God,  Happy  it 
be  that  con  Jem - 
neth  pet  himfdf 
$n  -  vhat  thing 
which  be  ailow- 
tih* 


ij  And  he  that 
donbteih  is  dam¬ 
ned  if  he  eat*  bc- 
cantc  be  tatttb  not 
ftf  fibb:  forwhat- 
fowr  is  not  of 
fai:h  Is  fin. 


faience  towards  him,  38  in  his  fight  and  pretence*  and 
a a  a  rule  to  you,  though  not  to  them  that  are  other  wife 
minded.  That  Chrifliun  is  happy  indeed,  he  pofleffes 
his  own  foul  in  pe^ce,  and  is  acceptable  to  God,  in  his 
condud,  whofe  own  conference  do  not  reproach  and 
condemn  him,  bat  is  clearly  fatisfied,  both  as  to  the 
lawful  nefs  and  expediency  of  what  he  allows  himfclf  to 
do  in  every  infiance,  and  particularly  in  this  of  eating, 
or  not  eating  what  is  fat  before  him. 

2$  But  on  the  contrary,  he  who,  in  his  own  opinion, 
di teems  a  difference  between  meats  that  are  lawful  and 
unlawful  * ;  nay,  he  that  flaggers  in  his  mind  about 
eating  them,  and  is  doubtful  whether  it  be  lawful  or 
not,  is  condemned  in  his  own  confcience,  and  by  the 
word  of  God,  with  relation  to  what  he  doth  therein,  if 
nptwithftanding  this  perfualion,  or  thefe  fc tuples,  he 
ventures  to  eat  of  it;  the  reafon  is,  becaufc  he  is  far 
from  being  fatisfied  that  God  has  given  him  any  war¬ 
rant  for  fo  doing,  or  that  it  is  not  difpleafing  to  him  : 
For,  in  all  matters  of  a  religious  nature,  whatever  we 
do  not  believe  has  a  foundation  in,  and1  tfi  authorized 

*  i 

by,  the  word  of  God,  is  very  finful  for  us  to  praclifa 
or  comply  with,  as  it  is  a  contempt  of  his  authority  5  a 
difregard  to  what  we  profefs  to  be  our  only  rule  of  faith 
and  duty ;  and  a  violation  of  thofe  facred  dictates  of  con¬ 
science,  which  ought  t*  refirain  us  from  every  thing  that 
we  fear  will  not  be  approved  of  in  the  day  of  judgmenz. 


RECOLLECTIONS. 

How  ready  ihoukl  Chriftians  be  to  hold  communion  one  with  another*  nof- 
w  it  Mtaiul  in  g  little  differences  between  them,  like  thofe  that  relate  to  ccrtmot::^! 
days  and  meat*  which  are  fet  afide  by  the  gofpeLdifpenfation*  and  does  not  si* 
tett  the  vitals  of  religion  !  They  frmdd  take  heed  of  an  uncharitable,  rimUti'dri', 
and  cen  forums  fpirit ;  but  the  fincere  believer  may  comfort  himfdf  in  this,  :!; 
God  has  received  Mm,  and  is  aide  to  make  him  itand,  though  others  may  defpife, 
or  judge  him*  How  much  better  therefore  is  it  to  approve  ourfclvcs  to  God  and 
our  own  confciences,  than  to  be  approved  of  men  !  for  we  mult  all  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  judgment-feat  of  Chnlh  And  O  what  awful  thoughts  fltouM  wr  haw  of 
the  Lord  Jefus,  as  the  great  CJud,  as  well  as  Judge  oi'all,  who  has  fworu  by 
fdf,  that  every  knee  (bail  bow  to  him  ;  and  to  whom  every  one  muff  give  a tt  at*- 

COUCL 

NOTE. 

*  The  word  here^  tiled  /Wr  bim  that  Joklts,  fignifics  it  wdsmtted,  tlut  is,  hy  his  tv*n 
(O  is  jbnaetimes  rendcrti]  to  cooicfeiice,  wfirn  hedoth  uhat telLhiin. 

hfeem,  or  w  wake  a  as  in  Mattbt  or  sit  Iryft  fuf^fts,  is  wrong.  Bu  thi*  L:?* 

xvi.  i*  and  Judet  *tt*  at.  aiid  at  others  to  no  reference  to  eternal  Jamra/iMt,  any 
Jiagger  or  vrav&i  as  in  iv*  ao,  and  than  all  actings  a  pain  ft  conrcicrrcc  ck:  :j;L. 

garnet  i.  &  Both  theft;  fenfos  may  be  uikcn  one  to  it;  And  though  many  fcrioue;  CMi^r- 
in  here;  though  the  Ujl  fetcr3  to  be  ptincL  ans  hare  rajfedditcouragmc: female?  to  ■«- 
pally  intended,  as  it  fiends  opjx>fed  to  hint  fdves,  by  applying  this  paflage pi  the  Im*' i 
that  hai  faith,  vcr.  ai.  alul  U  the  fiime  widi  f*Pptrt  it  isundrtmhly  plain,  lit  at  h  ko  rn 
kzm  that  it  1 vtak,  in  Gppofition  to  t&oft  that,  relation  to  that  ordinance,  but  only  tot*.;!***; 
are  ft rong,  chap*  kv.  t.  A  ml  the  word,  fedi  fpftfh-ai  the  a  pottle  had  all  along  baw^ 
foxlaKtXffat)  tranflltcd  ir  properly  been  difeoVJfGng  about. 
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count  of  himfdf !  And  in  view  of  an  impartial  and  decifive  judgment  to  come  ; 
how  tender  and4condcfcctutmjr  Jhoulri  we  be  to  our  brethren*  that  are  apt  to  be 
offended  on  every  little  occafion  for  want  of  better  light  1  It  ia  an  high  aggra* 
ration  of  guilt  to  do  arty  thing,  that,  in  its  own  nature;  tends  to  thedifoomfort 
and  ruin  of  the  wcafceft  of  thofe  for  whom  Chrift  died,  and  to  the  difconcertifig 
of  the  work  of  God  in  them  i  finct  they  have  a a  fore  an  intereft  in  the  Redeemer 
as  the  ftmngeft  faint  upon  earth.  The  weak  believer  ihould  not  judge  the  ftronr, 
nor  the  ftroog  defpife  the  weak ;  each  remcnibcrinF  that  what  is  not  of  faith  is 
fm;  Nor  ilioukl  either  of  tht-in  behave  fo  imprudently  as  to  give  aeration  for  their 
£ood  to  be  evil  fpoken  of ;  hut  happy  is  he,  who  condemns  not  himfelf  in  that- 
wVich  he  allows  himfclf  to  do.  How  concerned  fhoutd  Chrift  Sens  of  all  ranks 
and  denomination*  be,  to  upon  principles  of  faith,  and  a  good  confcieizce,  m 
nil  things,  and  to  promote  each  others  edification  and  peace  !  O  bow  excellent 
are  the  blefltrzgs  of  Thrift's  kingdom,  which  confifts,  not  in  external  ritual  things, 
like  meats  and  drink.*,  but  m  righttoulnefs,  peace,  and  joy  ih  the  Holy  Ghoft* 
And  how  pri.Fi  r.iUe  is  h;$  fervicC  to  all  others  J  It  is  acceptable  io  God,  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  all  good  men  j  and,  in  the  per  tov  induce  of  this,  we  are  called  to  live 
2t\d  die,  not  to  ourfelvcs,  but  to  Chrift,  whole  we  are,  and  whom  we  ought  to 
ferve,  in  confidtration  of  his  having  died  and  rofr,  and  now  living  in  heaves, 
that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  the  living. 


C  II  A  P.  XV* 

71k  apo/lU  gives  dlreFIions  to  f  ranger  believers  how*  to  behave  toward 
the  weak)  i  , — 6*  And  tp  all  of  them  to  receive  one  another  as  bre- 
thren ,  7, — J  2.  And  draws  to  a  eondufton  of  the  main  body  of  his 

epiJUt  13,-33. 


Tbit* 

WE  then  that 
arc  ftrong 
ought  to  bear  the 
infirmities  of  the 

wesik,  and  not  to 
plcifc  oar&lve*. 


Paraphrase* 

Tj?  R  O  M  what  has  been  laid,  in  the  foregoing  difeourfe, 
^  about  the  charitable  and  cautious  ufc  of  Chriftian  li¬ 
berty,  relating  to  Jcwifb  meats  and  days,  it  plainly  fol¬ 
lows,  that  thofe  of  us  who*  like  the  believing  C entiles % 
are  eLtablifhed  \n  the  faith  of  the  golpel,  with  refpeflt  to 
the  whole  of  that  liberty  wherewith  Chrift  has  made  us 
free,  and  who  have  arrived  to  any  con  fid  era  ble  meafures 
of  knowledge  and  grace,  are  bound  in  duty  to  have  a 
compaflionare  and  tender  regard  to  our  Chriftian  bre¬ 
thren,  whofe  faith  is  daggering,  and  whofc  judgment 
and  other  fpl ritual  attainments  are  but  fmall.  We 
ftiouid  be  meek,  forbearing,  and  patient  toward  them, 
and  fhould  snake  kind  allowances  for,  and  endeavour  to 
relieve  rhem  under,  their  prejudices,  doubts,  and  feats, 
r Aili  ccnfures,  and  confcienuous  fcruples,  which,  like 
tjiole  that  are  found  in  (bme  Jewifb  converts,  proceed 
merely  from  honeft,  though  mifgutded  zeal,  and  want 
of  better  light*  And  as  we  ought  not  to  live  to  our* 
fclves,  {chap,  xivi  7*)^  fo  it  by  no  means  becomes  us  to 
aim  only  at  gratifying  our  own  inclinations,  much  lefs 
to  indulge  our  own  humour,  pride,  and  pnfEons,  and 
contemptuous  thoughts  of  others ;  nor  ought  we  to  re*- 

folve 


Ch.  %v. 


The 
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ft  Let  every 
one  of  us  pfcafe 
neigh  tour  for 
iij  good  t*  edi£* 

cuioex* 


3  For  even 
Chrift  plraJcd  not 

htra/cif;  but,  u 

« is  written,  The 
Kproidics  of 
them  that  re¬ 
proached  thee  fdf 

ftn  me* 


folve  upoa  having  our  own  Way  and  will  in  every  thing, 
that  wc  apprehend  to  be  barely  in  itfelf  lawful,  though 
offenGve  and  injurious  to  the  tender  minds  of  others. 

2  Let  each  of  us  therefore  ftudy  and  labour,  and  beg 
of  God  to  enable  us,  to  behave  in  the  moil  con  defend¬ 
ing*  engaging  manner  towards  our  fellow-C  hr  i  Ilian, 
who,  DocwithfUnding  his  weakndfes,  is  undoubtedly  to 
be  deemed  our  neighbour,  that  ought  to  be  loved  as 
ourfelvea;  let  us  yield,  as  far  as  lawfully  may  be,  to 
make  him  eafy,  and  endeavour  to  foften  his  temper,  and 
gently  to  inftruft  and  win  upon  him,  with  a  view  io 
what  is,  by  way  of  eminence,  good^  («(»"■*» )  that 
his  foul  may  grow  in  grace  and  knowledge,  comfort 
and  bolincfa,  to  complete  filiation  ;  and  that  the  whole 
church  may  be  edified  in  love,  to  the  glory  of  God. 

3  For  our  great  and  bleffdd  Lord  himfelf,  who  was 
under  no  obligation  to  any  of  us,  nor  had  the  leaft  need 

'  of  us,  did  not  indulge  his  own  eafe  or  pleafure,  nor 
feet  bis  own  fafety  or  honour,  to  the  neglc£l  of  other?, 
when  he  was  here  upon  earth  ;  but  be  waved  all  grati¬ 
fications  of  nature,  condefcended  and  denied  himfelf  in 
numberlefe  inltances,  and  freely  fubmiued  to  all  man- 
ner,of  hard  {hips*  fu  fieri  ng$,  and  difgrace  for  our  fakr*, 
and  for  his  Father*®  glory,  according  to  what  is  record¬ 
ed,  P/a/.  Uix.  g,  and  was  mod  eminently  fulfilled  in 
him  *f  whom  &avidt  his  type,  perfonated,  as  faying 
to  God  his  Father,  The  reproaches,  that  were  can  on 
thy  name,  by  thofe  that  {poke  evil  of,  and  vented  their 
rage  again  ft  the  me  r  bods  of  thy  providence  and  grace, 
fenfibly  pierced  my  heart  with  grief;  yea,  thofe  reproach¬ 
es  fell  with  alt  manner  of  indignity  and  cruelty  upon 
me,  and  I  willingly  fli fUmcd  them  for  thy  glory,  while 
I  endured  the  cro/st  de/piftng  the  flame ,  and  endured  the 
contradiction  cf ftnners  againft  myftl/  (Heb.  sii.  2,  3-)  + 
And  the  tranfgrcfiions  of  thy  people,  whereby  they  have 
highly  dilhonoured  and  affronted  thee,  were  in  a  judi¬ 
cial  manner,  laid  upon  me,  that  l  might  be  fmitteo  and 
wounded  for  them,  {I/a.  liii.  5,  6,  8.);  and  I  bore  the 
puniftimcnt,  due  to  them,  in  mine  own  body  on  the  tree9 
•when  I  ji/fered  for  fin+  the  juft  /or  the  unju/tf  that  l 

might  bring  them  to  God*  (l  Pet*  ii*  24 *  and  tti*  18*) 

4  We 

N  O  T  E  jS.’ 


*  A*  th*  Uft  dauie  of  P/iA  bdx,  0.  is 
hrre  applied  to  Chriflj  fo  is  tne  forma-  part 
of  that  verfe  in  Jtbtt  u*  t  J  *  and  vtr*  %  t .  of 
that  Pfytm  is  JiUco  be  futjiihd  in  him.  Jib* 

Xll.  iSy  *£. 

■f  The  rtfrottchet  of  tbfm  tb*it  rtpr&aehtd 
iwr,  may  refer  either  to  the  opprob nous  and 
btafphe.^o-2  ipc^che-  of  the  wizkcdj  that 


fteftupon  Qod  and  upon,  hU  d-fpenlatbufij 
filch  a*  the  Jevf^  went  intp  in  their  reviling 
hi*  Sod,  as  if  he,  whom  God  had  Tent,  ws 
an  impodor ;  or  it  may  fignify  the  ditonneur 
that  alt  fin,  in  its  o wn  nature*  brings  lipm 
God,  as  it  is  a  reproach  to  his  aahifc 
itfwge,  lift  and  ^overnrawit. 
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4.  Far  vhatfo- 
circr  things  «cre 
*r  h  tcnafortt  line, 
were  wmtttt  for 
our  leinun  tft  chat 
vc,  through  pa* 
tienca  and  com* 
fort  of  >be  fcrip- 
tuics,  might  have 
hope. 


I  Nov  the  God 

of  pat  ic nee  and 
conlohiiiun  grant 
you  to  be  tike 
minded  one  to* 
vards  another  , 

according  to 
Chrtft  Jefus : 


S  That  ye  may 
with  one  nuitd 
Uiu\  om:  it.^ufh 
gtorifyGudfevco 

the 


4  We  are  not  to  fuppofe  that  this  anrient  paffage, 
though  primarily  meant  of  David  himfelf,  had  no  re¬ 
ference  to  our  Lord  }  or  that  it  is  of  no  uTc  to  teach  us 
the  duty  of  bearing  with  the  infiimities  and  HI  treat¬ 
ment  of  others,  and  denying  ourfelves  for  their  good  : 
For  this,  and  all  things  elfe,  to  general,  that  (land  oil 
record  in  the  OM  Teftament,  were  written,  by  infptra- 
tioo  of  God,  fo  long  ago,  for  our  inffrudion  and  prac¬ 
tical  improvement,  that  by  means  of  the  types,  prophe¬ 
cies,  histories*  and  examples,  as  weH  as  every  other 
part  of  thofe  fa e red  writings,  we  might  be  excited  and 
animated  to  the  exercife  of  Jong-dirffcring,  patience  and 
forbearance,  under  all  our  trials,  provocations,  and  re¬ 
proaches^  and  might  be  made  partakers  of  ihole  divine 
con folat ions  which  coiifift  in  the  joys  of  faith,  the  peace 
of  a  good  conference,  and  the  comforts  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  to  relieve  and  encourage  us  under  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  of  this  imperfect  (late,  and  to  raife  and  confirm 
a  well-grounded  hope  of  all  needful  affiftmee  and  fup- 
port  under  them,  and  of  eternal  glory  to  crown  them* 

5  But  as  an  effectual  improvement  of  the  holy  ferip- 
tures,  and  of  every  coaifideration  whatfoever,  to  thefe 
noble  purpofes,  depends  on  gracious  influences  from  a- 
bove,  may  that  God,  who  ex  ere  if es  all  long-fuffering 
and  forbearance  towards  us,  and  comforts  them  that  arc 
caff  down  j  and  who  is  the  author,  fountain,  and  giver 
of  all  Chriftian  patience,  and  of  all  the  fpiritual  con- 
folation,  that  we  either  have  in  ourfelves,  or  are  the  in* 
flruments  of  promoting  in  others  ;  may  this  Father  of 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort,  give  you  an  harmo¬ 
nious,  tender,  and  peaceable  difpofitian  towards  each 
other,  that  whether  ye  be  united  in  fenriments,  or  not, 
as  to  lefler  matters,  ye  may  nevertbclefs  be  imirely  fo, 

as  affeflionate  brethren,  in  heart  and  defign,  with  re- 
E'ATdttUbtftmi  M  uurei  tfucumes  ami  uuues,  nvac 

belong  to  your  Chriftian  (late  and  cha  rafter,  according 
to  the  example,  will,  and  commandment  of  the  anoint- 
ted  Saviour  ;  and  according  to  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Je- 
fus,  and  as  may  be  molt  for  his  glory,  and  acceptable 
to  God  through  him. 

6  My  heart’s  defire  and  prayer,  on  your  behalf,  is 
for  all  this,  (*«)  to  the  end  that,  with  united  hearts  and 
voices,  as  though  ye  were  all  animated  by  one  foul* 
under  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ye  may  cor¬ 
dially  agree  and  concur,  in  your  religious  aflembiies, 
in  common  convcrJation,  and  in  fpirit,  temper,  and 
behaviour,  to  (hew  forth  the  praifes  of  God;  and  may 
aferibe  the  honours  to  him  that  arc  his  due  ;  even  to  the 

eternal 
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the  Father  of  our 
J^onlJdiisChnft. 

j  Wlvcrefore  re¬ 
ceive  ye  one  nco* 
lher»  asChrifl  al- 
ft*  received  MSt  to 
the  glory  of  God, 


ft  Now  I  fay, 
that  Jefiii  Chrift 

was  a  mi  Dirt ct  of 

the  cireumcifrm 
for  the  uuth  of 
God,  to  confirm 
Che  promife*  made 
unto  the  father* : 


e 


eternal  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  ail  our  union  and  communication  with  Godj 
and  with  one  another* 

7  Noth  with  (landing  therefore  the  different  opinions 
that  may  be  among  you  about  matters  of  little  impor¬ 
tance  ;  fee  to  it,  that  rhere  be  no  breach  of  charity  be¬ 
tween  you,  but  that  ye  receive  one  another  into  your 
brotherly  affeifion,  friendly  conrerfes,  and  holy  com¬ 
munion;  and  let  the  endearing  example  of  our  great 
Lord  and  Saviour  himfdf  influence  you  here  unto*  As 
he*  in  his  wonderful  ccmdefcenfion  and  grace,  ber.rs 
with  our  infirmities,  and  has  vifibly  taken  all  of  us  who 
credibly  profefs  hU  name,  and  has  actually  and  effec¬ 
tually  received  everyone  of  us,  who  are  true  believers, 
into  his  favour  and  family,  and  into  the  near  eft  unin 
and  communion  with  htmfeJf,  whether  we  be  weaker 
Or  ftronger  believers,  of  Jewjb  or  Gmiik  estrcft  ;  and 
as  he  has  done  this,  that  God  might  be  glorified  in  the 
Hianifeftation  of  his  truth  to  the  Je\vsi  and  of  his  mer¬ 
cy  to  the  Gentiles$  (ver*  8, 9*)  and  that  both  might  glo¬ 
rify  him,  and  be  brought  to  his  eternal  kingdom  and 
glory:  Even  fo  do  ye  cordially  embrace  one  another,  as 
brethren*  without  diftinftion  of  nations,  or  parties, 
that  ye  may  glorify  God  by  your  harmony  and  peace, 
and  by  walking  together  in  faith  and  love,  and  in  the 
fellowflup  of  rhegofpel,  till  ye  arrive  at  all  poffible  per¬ 
fection  in  bis  glorious  prefence  for  ever* 

8  Now,  to  fhewhow  Chrift  has  admitted  both  Jnvtfv 

and  Gentile  believers  to  cqualprivileges  and  bleflingr, 
wirhout  dillin&ion,  under  the  gofpel-ftaie,  I  would,  in 
the  firft  place,  obferve,  on  behalf  of  the  to  take 

off  prejudices  from  Gentile  converts  agaiiiit  them  ;  ihit 
Jefus,  the  Me  lit  ah,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  for- 
vant,  and  appeared  under  that  character,  in  a  fpecial 
manner,  to  the  loft  (heep  of  rhe  houfc  of  Jfraeh  ami 
that  he  was  circumcifed,  came  under  their  law,  and 
perfonatly  miniftered  to  them,  for  difplaying  the  glory 
of  God's  truth  and  faith fulnefs,  by  what  he  taught, 
did,  and  fu fibred,  to  ratify,  eftablifh,  end  give  efficacy 
to  thofe  promifes  of  the  covenant  of  grace  which  were 
made  to  the  patriarchs,  Abraham^  JJaat ,  and  Jacob  *, 

and 


NOTE. 

*  being  ftylod  a  viimjler  dream*  Lbafc  Grwl  would  be  €  C$4  h  Abraham 

with  rcfpccl  tohli  wnfirmnx  tf't  pr&)ii-  his  feed  in  their  getteritmtt,  (Gcii.  xvib  ; 

ftfmadc  to  ibc  fathers  t  naturally  th*it  and  that  in  his  feed  tilt  the  irajiufjE  *f  the  ttirth 

ic  1iil£  confirmed  the  covenant  of  pruimfcs  jhwki  bf  hkffed^  (Gal.  xiL  3.  unt!  xvni.  1?. 
which  circumeifibn  was  the  fign  and  ferd  ot,  j?.rd  Kjtii,  which  repeated  to  Jy&  . 
and  that  this  covenant  had  a  rrl'.Ticn  X*  f pi-  ch?,p*  4.  and  to  chap.  xKvirJt  1  1 
rifttaj  benefits,  ft*  included  in  the  pramifrs,  Stv  Dim  volume  V  jiriniMi  :  . 

t-ViT"’  - 


Ch.  xr. 
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add  of  which  circumcifion  was  the  vifible  fign  and  feal 
that  they  might  be  primarily  fulfilled  to  the  fpi ritual 
feed,  which  fbould  be  railed  up  from  among  their  na¬ 
tural  offspring  ■>  and  then  to  ail  other**  of  wbat  nation 
foever,  that  Jhould  be  the  children  of  Abrabamt  by 
faith  In  Chrift  Jcfus,  (chap,  jv.  id,  17,  iff.  and  Gat  iii. 
7,  8*  9,  23,  29.)  And  therefore  Gentile .believers  ought, 
by  all  means,  to  fhew  the  greateff  tendernefs  and  love 
to  thofeof  the  circumcifion,  lince  they  are  only  grafted 
in  among  them,  to  partake  of  the  privileges  of  the  co¬ 
venant  together  with  them,  (chap,  xi.  17.) 

P  Aw}  9  And,  to  engage  the  brotherly  regards  of  JewiJk 

Gentiles  night  converts  to  the  believing  Gen  tiles  n  I  would  obferve  that, 

acc0r^*nB  w  the  tenor -of  the  covenant,  and  the  moft 
u  written*  Fm  extenfive  meaning  of  thofe  procnifea  which  Chrift  con- 
tV»  ciufr  1  will  firmed,  falvation  is  now  come  to  the  Gsttiihs,  that  they,  - 
confeb  to ithtt  a-  who,  for  many  ages  nail,  were  aliens,  frzm  the  cem- 

oinng  the  G«-  '  .  ,  .  “  i  i  ,  '  , 

tiles,  and  (ing  bd-  momoeanb  of  llrael,  and  grangers  from  the  covenants 
to  thy  name.  pf"  pnmife,  (Eph.  u,  i2.)  might  hare  occaGon,  and 

hearts  given  them  to  magnify  and  fhew  forth  the  praifes 
of  God,  on  account  of  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his 
fovereign,  free,  and  tender  mercy  toward  them,  in,  at 
length,  looking  with  an  eye  of  pity  upon  them,  under 

all  their  deplorahle  circuraftunces  of  fin  and  nailery, 
and  bringing  them  into  a  Hate  of  acceptance  with 
God,  through  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus.-  And  this  is 
no  more  than  was  foretold  in  antient  prophecies ;  as 
for  inftance,  what  Chriil,  perforated  by  David)  his 
type,  is  introduced  as  faying  to  his  Jatner,  is  wtictea 
(Pfal.  xviii.  49.)  to  the  following  purport  f,  Becaufc, 
in  the  exaltation  and  enlargement  of  my  kingdom,  thou 
hail  con  diluted  me  Head  over  hcarhen  nations,  and 
brought  multitudes  of  them  into  a  willing  fobje&ipn 
to  the  feepter  of  my  grace,  I  will  publifh  thy  praifes, 
and  .extol  thee  among  the  GentiltS)  that  (hall  be  con* 
.verted  to  thee ;  and  I  will  advance  the  honours  of  thy 
name,  by  declaring  it  to  them,  and  by  animating  them 
to  offer  tbaoklgivings  to  thee,  (or  thy  wonderful  mercy 
toward  them.  {See  PfaL  xxii.  22.) 

10  And 


NOTES. 

Clark,  p.  J7V,  srB,)  Acid  .theft  I  take  to  him;  where,  among  other  things,  he  ^brought 

bttn  the  two  promifts  of  tbc  to-  in  as  ikying  ( vcr.  43*  44,47*)  The* 

v«oimt  of  under  that  d  iTpcid^tkm^,  am  (be  head  the  hrntbpn  \  0  pr-ple  when t  I 

which  jud  cirouuciftoa  for  its  Initudiig  figa  h roc  mt  k/xnvnfe*!!  ferytt  mf  ;  as  /ban  us  they 
ano  jcaL  bur  <tf  me,  they  jhaii  city  mt ;  fialt 

t  Far  ibis  c&rft}  0Ty  u  it  is  Li  PfaL  x\BL  fubmti  thmfdws  ft ifi j  <*id  iho*  avt^ei 
4S*  T htrtfir*  buV/  J  give  fijwt;,  or  £0K/ejs  and  planes  the  peitfte  ui:in  nee  1  And  fo 
nwt1}  ihtty  0  Lerd,  amizg  the  heathen  {]&&  a  the  connection  Hands  M-fch  j;reut  propriety 
nsaaiftft  rcfcreriGc  to  tie  Ytrics  Viich  went  Tbercfir*^  or  for  tbit  eaitfcy  -&i!f  f  vc 
befere  in  tint  rfilm ;  mid  v^hldi,  as  appears  or  cC/tfrfi  ^  *  tuHDttg  ih>  bdAtbex,  or  the 
frij.-n  Jit  upjjjicsLtion  of  ih3s  Tcrlc  to  Chriil,  {rvrtf/H* 
sii  Jitcwlfc  uLtijoiitcljr  to  be  underftoed  rtf 
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jo  And  agaia 
Ik  Rrjoittf 
ye  Gen  rile*,  with 
Us  people* 


it  And  again* 
Fraife  the  Lord* 
all  jt  Gentiles, 
r  and laud  him,  all 
ye  people- 


11  And  again 

m  *  k  jk  i  |  |p^| 

Efrimaith,  I  here 
/hall  be  a  root  *f 
Jcflt,  ind  he  that 
Tball  rife  to  reign 
over  the  Gentiles 

in 


10  And  in  another  prophecy,  applicable  togofpel- 
times,  which  was  exhibited  in  the  fong  of  Mofii, 
(Dcut*  xxxii.  43.}  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  infpired  the 
(acred  writers,  and  carried  his  view  to  the  enlargement 
of  the  Me&ab’s  church  and  kingdom,  fays  to  this  ef¬ 
fect,  Delight  yourfelves  abundantly,  and  be  exceeding 
glad,  O  ye  Gentile  nations,  together  with  his  people 
Ifraelf  under  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  furprifing  mercy 
and  free  favour  that  is  (hewn  to  yoo,  in  making  you 
one  fpiritual  body  with  them,  and  taking  you  into  all 
their  privileges  and  bleffing$. 

11  Again,  in  another  prophetic  paflagc  it  is  fai<t, 
(Pfal,  cxvii.  1.)  Blefs  and  magnify  the  Lord,  and  make 
his  name  glorious,  in  ascriptions  of  divine  honours  to 
him,  for  his  great  mercy  to  you,  O  all  ye  people  of  the 
earth,  whether  confiding  of  Jew  or  G entiles ,  that  are 
called  by  his  grace. 

12  Once  more,  to  wind  up  this  argument  with  ano¬ 
ther  famous  tedimony,  which  is  dill  more  obvious  and 
exprefs,  the  prophet  Ifaiab,  {chap.  xi.  to.)  fays,  with  a 
fpecial  reference  to  the  time  of  Chrift’s  appearing  upon 
earth ;  In  that  day  the  MefCah,  .who,  like  a  noble 
branch,  Avail  fpring  from  Jeff*  *  through  Daviet s  loins, 
(hall  fuftain  and  invigorate  his  own  family,  and  the 
whole  church  of  God,  and  make  them  fruitful,  as  the 
root  doth  a  tree  and  all  its  branches:  And  this  divine 
Saviour,  who,  according  to  the  flelh,  (hall  arife  in  that 
family,  at  a  time  when  it  (hall  be  in  as  obfeure  a  flare 
as  in  the  days  of  Jeff*,  before  it  was  ennobled  with  regal 
dignity  ;  and  who  (hall  rife  from  the  dead,  and  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  his  throne,  that  he  may  reign  by  the  power 
of  his  word  and  Spirit  over  Gentiles,  as  well  as  Jews ; 
to  him  (hall  the  ends  of  the  earth,  even  Gentile  finners, 
feek  and  look  by  faith,  that  they  may  be  faved,  and  in 

him 


NOTE. 


•  Titfrf  P**U  he  a  mty  or  rather  tht  root 

is  a  phraft  fo  very  lingular 
and  emrpliatKat,  as feems  10  be  applicable  with 
no  propriety  to  any  tnit  the  Mtjp: 1  Tar  or 
the  very  perftn-  of  whom  this  is  aiftnnod,  JJar 
jci.  101  from  wlicncc  this  pailage  b  ou'itcd, 
k  is  find  in  the  firft  vert  of  that  chapter* 
There  Jhati  coat!  forth  a  nd  cat  of  the  fiem  of 
Telle*  asd  a  branch  poll  grov?  oat  of  hh  raj. 
Theft  compared  together,  in  titrate  that  he, 
who  in  hu  human  nature  /prang  from  Jcft, 
the  father  of  Damdy  is  in  UU  divine  namra, 
and  mediatorial  office*  the  root,  life,  and 
Arcn^th  of  the  fumily ;  ami  fo,  in  different 
viftn  of  him,  is  both  the  root  and  Ojf firing  of 
David,  as  he  is  flyled,  iff?’,  \y}\  id,  *rhe 
ittiaiutng  pvt  of  this  ciuiioj;  is  cxalty-  in 


the  words  of  the  Seventy^  cotrefpomlcnL  in 

the  fenfe  of  die  Hebrew  text,  which  rims 

thus,  ih  that  day  there  fistl  he  the  root  of 

which  fogtlfoiKd  for  an  ttyigtr  of  the  peop-ki  to 

it  poll  the  Gentiles  feck.  Chrift’s  Handing 

for  an  enfignt  ha  inter,  or  fondant  of  the 

people,  is  emblematical  of  tlicir  liflinj  vciritr 

him-,  as  their  Laid  and  foverdgo,  urtd  of  his 

rckninjjow  them ;  and  the  Gmtilti  ftrkhg 

to  tim,  is  Juppoftd  to  be  iit  a  way  of 

and  trull  in  him* t  So  that  the ftfilc  i>mmh 

the  fame ;  and  the  a  po  lUc's  /peaking  of 

ChrUf,  a*  the  objetf  of  the  GenuUi  faith  ur 

truftj  fupjxjfLi  him  to  he  a  divine  perioo; 

and  £>doih  his  repvtfcmmiT  the  Jbtrfjrwtunii 

ill ui  laviifc  eflccU  of  lib  own  mmiflrv,  as 

■-  0 

what  Chrijd  TrratgH  by  hlm^  vw,  lb. 


h 
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m  him  ftiall  the 
Centres  tmib 


13  Now  iho 
Oiid  of  hope  fill 
you  with  all  joy 
and  peace  In  bs 
lie  ring,  that  ye 
may  abound  in 
hope ,  through 
the  po'Jw'r  oF  the 

riyl)  (Jibuti* 


14  And  i  my- 
fviT  Ad  un 
fuadolofyon,  m  y 

brethren*  that  ye 
a  ho  arc  full  of 
foodnt'te  ,  filled 
trilh  »H  know* 
ledge,  able  atfo 
to  mltncmilb  cue 

aiLother, 


a" 


him  (hail  they  be  brought  to  place  their  dependence  ami 
hope  for  a  whole  faction-  All  thefe  tellimonies  put 
together*  evidently  (hew,  that  there  was  to  be  e  time 
when  the  Gentiles  fliould  he  fellow-heirs  with  the  Jew*} 
and  the  middle-wili  of  partition  between  them  ihould 
betaken  down,  as  it  h  at  this  day  ;  And  therefore  the 
converts  ought  to  receive  Gentile  believers  with 
ail  readinefs  of  mind,  ns  their  brethren  in  Chi  i  EL 
1 3  Now,  laying  afrit  every  diftinclion  of  parries, 
my  i^joih  affectionate  prayer  for  you  all  h>  that  the  blef* 
fed  God*  in  whoiriis  my  entire  tnifl  and  confidence* 
and  who  in  Chrifl  is  theobjeft,  ground,  and  author  of 
all  the  hope  which  Gentiles*  at*  well  as  others,  have 
of  fpiritiul  and  eternal  btaffings,  m  iy  plentifully  en- 
rich  and  foliate  you  with  all  forts  of  divine  confutation 
and  rapturous  joys;  and  with  all  abiding,  folk!,  aud 
evangelical  peace,  to  the  utmoft  degree,  in  your  own 
fouls,  and  with  one  another,  as  the  rcfult  cf  lively  cx- 
erckes  of  faith  on  an  mifocii  Jcfiis*  and  on  :he  pro  mites 
of  the  ever  lifting  covenant*  and  of  realizing  views  of 
jnvilible  glory  j  tnat  ye  may  nor  only  hiv^  good  hope* 
through  grace,  of  future  blefFednvls,  but  even  a  full 
aflurance  of  it,  and  the  moll  fettled  eft-jblilh merit  and 
humble  confidence  in  believing,  to  the  fupprefling  of 
all  doubts  arid  fears,  through  the  powerful  operation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit)  by  his  enlightening  your  minds* 
flrengthening  your  hearts,  witneffing  with  your  fpirlts 
that  ye  arethe  children  of  God*  and  giving  you  the  ear* 
nefts  of  the  eternal  inheritance 

F4  And  ai>  this  is  my  fervent  prayer  for  you  ;  fo  ( 
myfelf,  judging  of  you  upon  the  foot  of  moral  cel* 
deuce,  am  well  fotrsfied  concerning  you,  my  dear  bre¬ 
thren  iu  the  Lord,  that  ye  are  endued  with  fuch  bene¬ 
volent  graces  of  the  Spirit  of  love  and  peace,  as  dif- 
pofe  you  to  mutual  kindnefs  in  your  temper  and  beha¬ 
viour  one  towards  another,  as  fellow  ChrifUans,  not- 
withftanding  the  little  differences  of  feutiment  and  ex¬ 
ternal  circum  fiances  between  you ;  and  I  am  per  funded  that 
yc  are  abundantly  repfeniflied  with  the  knowledge  of 
a>l  things  ncccffiry  to  folvaiion,  and  that  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  as  to  be  capable  of  mtlnifHng  each  other  in  the 
moll  important  potties  of  the  gofpel,  and  of  quickening 

and 


N  o 

*  The  jmef  of  tkt  Hoh  Gbifi  hzrt,  and 
rff  twer  of  the  Spirit  of  GcJ>  ver  ip.  make 
a  plait;  diflinfUort  fcetv*cn  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  tho  petoer  whkfi  he  iind 

flieiv  that  he  If  a  ilmnt  !>'*?<>*  ‘  (St‘e  my  ur- 
ition?  fwt  this  text,  p*  jo,  s» -)  r,d  a*, 
Yol.HL  +  N 


T  F„ 

in  thd’e  parties,  thspfepwplurt-1  Cod 
foV.  to  U- pcn'triTK-d  *y  the  of  #,;s 

Tf/(  in  <;!  :hc  it  is  munsfcfl  thiit 

the*  pi'vrr,  wkicfi  ihc  M'Jy  spirit  cxwtf.  fa 
fti>  icli  ! the  p*m  er  of  Cod- 
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ij  Neverthc- 

kfs,  brethren,  T 

Uin  c  vbrUtcn  the 

mttta  told  tv  unto 

+ 

ytfii,  ik  iiMjiic  lore 

as  putU^'j  you  in 
btrujfc  of 
the  grace  i hat  is 
given  CD  me  of 
Cod. 


irfThatlfhonld 

V  the  in  ini  Iter  of 
Jefus  Chrift  to 
the  Gentiles  im- 

ju£rtii$t!:c  gyfpel 
of  God*  that  the 
up  of  the 
Gentiles  nr  ght  be 
aeccritaMc,  fctiag 
Cmthtod  hy  tLe 

Hoiy  Cboft. 


and  exciting  one  another,  with  relation  to  every  thing 
that  is  gtfod,  and  particularly  to  your  duty  in  cultiva¬ 
ting  a  cordial  friendlliip  among  your  (elves,  as  becomes 
thofe  that  are  agreed  in  the  fundamental  articles  of  the 
Chriflian  Faith* 

i 

'  15  But  notwk h (landing  your  excellent  qua! ideations* 
and  the  good,  opinion  I  have  of  you,  who  are  exceed¬ 
ing  dear  to  me  as  brethren,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of 
writing  with  the  greater  freedom  and  pUiruidijn  fome 
things  to  you,  efpedally  to  the  Gentile  part  among  you* 
(fee  the  note  on  2  Cor,  ii.  5*)  with  reference  to  your 
Chrifthn  liberty  and  obligations,  and  your  equal  ft  are 
with  the  believing  Jews  in  the  bleffings  of  the  gofpef* 
as  deftgning  to  be  your  remembrancer  in  thofb  particu¬ 
lars  which  ye  indeed  already  know  %  but,  con  fide  ring 
the  imperfccUoTi.of  this  prefent  ftate,  ye  may  need  to 
be  reminded  of,  both  for  your  caution,  quickening,  and 
contoUr  ion ;  And  this  I  have  been  emboldened,  and 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do,  becaufc  of  the  apoftoltc  au¬ 
thority,  with  the  endowments  anfwerablc  to  it,  that  is 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  free  and  fovereign  favour  of 
God,  who  difpofes  of  his  gifts,  graces,  and  benefits  to 
whom  he  pleafes,  and  who  has  bellowed  this  honour 
upon  me*  t 

1 6  That  I  might  be  the  fervaot  of  Jefus  Chrift,  fent 
forth  whh  bis  commiflmn,  to  proclaim  his  name,  and 
to  pubtift,  propofe,  and  recommend  his  unfea  reliable 
riches,  efperially  among  the  Gaitiicsf  (Afts  ix*  15* 
and  Eph*  iii*  8.)  officiating  with  afliduity, 

labour,  and  zeal,  in  holy  miniflrations  of  that  gofpel, 
which  is  of  divine  01  iginat  *t  («*)  to  the  end  that  hea¬ 
thens  therofdves,  bring  converted  by  this  means,  might 
be  devoted  as  2  living  Sacrifice,  holy,  and  acceptable  to 
God,  {cb&p,  xii*  1*  compared  with  Ifa*  Ixvh  2c.)  and 
that  their  fpiritual  offerings  of  prayer,  thankfgiving, 
and  praife,  and  of  charitable  benevolence,  might  be 
prefenred  to  him,  as  an  odour  of  a  fweec  fmell,  {PhtL 
iv*  18,)  with  acceptance  through  Jefus  ChriU,  (1  Pci* 
ii*  5.)  far  beyond  all  the  oblations  that  were  ever  made 
at  the  remplc  j  they  and  their  fervices  being  purififd 
and  con  fee  rated  to  God,  not  by  legal  libations,  but  by 

an 


u  o 

9  llfrcr  u  is  obfcfrd  by  fever*!  com¬ 
mentators,  is  a  plain  allitfioit  U>  tlw:  Ji 
piicfrs  olficutiu^  lit  thcr  altar,  ami  to  tto  Sa¬ 
crifices  which  thtv  otFcrcd  with  &th  Uba- 
■  * 

tions  were  appo:ntcd  to  be  paired  upo;i 
(hem,  that  they  might  he  acceptable  10  God : 
AtCo>'difi£ly  the  apottk  fpeaksef  himfcLf  as 
waafttiug  like  the  putta  o;  old  i  Liu -the  yi- 


T  E. 

trifat  he  offered  to  God  not  that  of 

bejib,  but  of  men  nude  fpmtwaily  alh-e, 
even  of  tha  that  were  turned  ;rvw 

idol*  to  tbrvo  the  living  and  title  God  ;  and 
as  all  leg.4  offering  w  ere  p^npeJ>  fo  this  u  s.- 
fotitfified  bp  the  \kh  a*  *un  offering  itr.it 

the  Lffd*  «*  qf  $il  Hit  iitvl 


+ 


Oh.  xr. 


17  thivethae* 
wberwf  I 
imy  glory  thm* 
jcius  Chrift  in 

litovt  things 

which  pcrtvin  to 
God, 


iS  For  I  will 
not  dan  to  TpeaJt 
of  any  of  thofe 
things  which 
Chrift  hath  not 
u-roti,.;lil  by  me, 
(o  make  tht  Gen* 
dies  obedient  by 
void  ftfld  deed. 


1 9  Thrd1  migh¬ 
ty  £gn*aml  won- 
dcr$»  by  the  pow¬ 
er  of  the  Spirit  of 
God;  fo drat  from 

}*' 
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art  eflfufion  of  the  gifts,  graces*  and  fructifying  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

17  This  therefore  being  the  office  to  which  I  am 
efpecial I y  appointed*  and  my  dtfchargcqf  it  having  been 
(q  remarkably  blcffcd,  I  have  great  matter  of  rejoicing 
and  glorying*  not  indeed  in  myfelf,  who  am  nothing 
but  in  anil  through  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  afiendedufi  far 
above  all  heavens^  that  he  wight  fll  all  things  *  (liph* 
i»*  10-)  and  by  whofe  grace  it  is  th;it  I  have  ib  abun¬ 
dantly  and  fucccfsfully  h  boured  in  preaching  the  got 
pel*  and  bringing  multitudes  of  Gentile  Turners  to  th£ 
faith  of  Ctuiilj  {1  Cor .  xy.  9,  to.)  that  they,  like  the 
offerings  under  the  Jaw*  may  be,  as  dedicated  things* 
to  the  praife  and  glory  of  God* 

18  For  in  this  my  humble  and  holy  boaJHng,  I  will 
not ;  jio,  I  in  confcicnce  dare  not  allow  myfelf  the  li¬ 
berty  of  mentioning  any  thing  that  is  not  ftricUy  true* 
or  of  :dTummg  the  leaft  honour  to  myfclf,  as  if  it  were 
done  by  any  wtfdom  or  power  of  mine  own;  but  (hall 
only  take  notice  of  rhofc  wonderful  effiefb  which  have 
been  aftu'ally  wrought*  and  which  Chrift  himfelf  is  thi 
author  of,  and  has  performed,  by  the  itiftrumeiinlity 
of  my  mmiltrarions,  to  bring  the  Gentiles  to  the  obe- 
dience  of  faith,  which  1$  manifefted  in  their  publicly 
avowing  Chuit  as  their  Lord  and  Saviouf,  in  their 
fpeaking  of  him  as  fuch,  and  living  fuirable  to  their 
holy  profeffion  of  bis  name  * ;  and  which  is  brought 
to  pafs  by  means  of  my  preaching  and  converfatiou* 
labours  and  fuffe rings  for  him. 

19  Theft  vifible  tokens  of  divine  authority  and  af- 

filUnce  that  attend  me,  arc  Hill  further  baled  and  at- 
teded  by  the  power,  (s*  that  is  exerted  in  produ¬ 

cing  fignal  miracles  and  wonderful  works,  which  lye  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  all  operation  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  nature  ;  but  dre  wrought  by  the  immediate 

power  of  God’s  own  Spirit,  who  comes  from  the  ex¬ 
alted  head  and  Saviour  to  perform  them,  and  renders 
all  thefe  m^ans  effectual  by  an  internal  illumination* 
and  imprcffi  vc  energy  in  the  hearts  of  them  that  bdieve, 
whereby  they  are  perfiiadedj  and  brought  over  to  re* 
ce'vue  the  gojpel}  not  as  the  word  of  man  ;  bu f,  as  it  is 
in  truth ,  the  word  of  Cod ,  and  to  turn  from  idols  to 
ferve  the  living  and  true  God,  (t  Theffi  i*  y.and  ti*  13.) 

So 

T  E. 

from  vliiii  fallows  iu  the  former  pan  of  the 
nestfc  vcric,  and  a»,  tojetlicr  with  thai7  m.tkc* 
a  kacc^ut  gruUtbn,  in  ajccinURiAf  for 
wnvcHii/ii  of  ihz  GtttfiUs* 

H  n  1 


N  O 

*  Jty  1 vot4  and  icti  nery  relate  either  to  the 

obedience  of  the  GmtiUu  or  u>  wh;it  was 
donr  hy  die  apuftkv  fcr  bringing  them  to  It  { 
end  I  have  given  fuch  a  ft  nth  tftiic  u*.nls  in 
die  UH  of  tbelc  as  is  iiiiird)  JUtiu£t 
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Jcrafalcm  t  and 
round  a*>oot  tin  to 
liiyrkum,  \  hve 
tiVj  pn’aditd 

the  gofpoL  of 

(fcifiE. 


fo  that  in  this  manner*  under  the  agency  of  the  bleffetf 
Spirit,  I  have  been  enabled  to  publifli  the  glad  tidings 
of  Talvatiori  by  Jcfus  Chriftr  anti  to  fulfil  the  miniftry 
which  I  received  from  him  in  the  whole  compels  of  it* 
with  great  freedom,  enlargement,  and  fuccefs  *,  not 
fhunnuig  to  declare  any  part  of  the  counfel  of  God  ; 
but  fpreadmg  the  favour  of.  the' Is  now!  edge  of  Chrift  in 
all  places  where  I  travelled*  from  Jerufahm^  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Judeay  for  a  great  many  hundreds  of  miles*  in 
numerous  towns  and  cities,  through  the  regions  of  Sy- 
ritiy  Afia  the  Jets,  anti  Greece^  tiU  I  came  to  Itiyri - 


cum  in  Europe* 

»c>  Yca*fdhav3  20  And  (^}  in  my  fervent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God, 
Ihl  l^c  in te reft  of  a  dear  redeemer,  and  the  falrarion  of 

Ciiri'ft  wu  periftung  fin  nets,  it  has  been  my  holy  ambition 

named,  left  J  n.uv/trw  }  and  chief  aim,  in  this  vaft  circuit  of  labour, 
th  mid  build  up-  unijer  the  divine  affiilance  before-mentioned,  to  preach 

on  another  mai rs  -  f  r  ,  .  r  ^  i  r  1  1 

futcibUtioQ*  the  golpel  of  the  grace  of  Ood  among  Inch  people  as- 

were  entire  ftran^ers  to  it,  and  had  never  fo  rruch  as 
heard  of  Chrift,  much  fefs  been  converted  to  him  by 
any  mean?  whaifoevcr  before:  I  was  defirous  of  this 
honour*  left,  if  1  bad  gone  to  places  where  other  apo- 
ftles,  evangclifls,  or  mini  (Icing  fervaots  bad  paved 

the  way*  I  lhould  have  been  though:  to  have  taken  my 
light  from  them,  and  only  built  upon  principles  which 
they  had  laid  down,  and  to  have  only  carried  on  the 
good  work  which  they  had  begun  >  and  fo  fhould  have 
failed  of  one  grand  proof  of  my  apcftteftiip,  and  doc-* 
trine,  as  received  immediately  fiom  Chrift  himfelf* 
it  Em,  with  21  But  my  mini  ft  rations  hare  been  moftty  among  the 
wrirfvn,  J  owh»>m  Ccntiksy  and  for  fome  time  pad  among  the  blindeft,  and 

of  Th^hJri^"  ^be  mofl  idolatrous  and  mjferable  of  them,  according  to 
wlttieythathave  that  an! km  prophtxy  of  the  McflUh's  kingdom,  {Ifa. 

Boi  lii.  15*}  where  it  h  written,  with  a  peculiar  reference 
to  the  calling  of  other  nations  betides  the  Jews$  The 
people  that  were  ignorant  of  Chrift,  and  to  whom  he 
never  had  been  preached,  fhall  fee,  in  tbe  glorious  light 
of  the  gofpel,  attended  with  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
fuch  things  as  are  new  and  ft  range,  and  of  tbe  higheii 
importance  ;  things  which  none  of  the  philofophers,  or 
oracles  of  the  heathen,  could  ever  tell  them  j  and  things 
which  .exceed  all  that  ever  had  been  revealed  under  any 
foregoing  dlfpenfarion :  And  they  who  lave  never  heard 


NOTE, 


f  Ittjriptm  is  a  great  country  ni  Ennpt, 
fatten  Pitnueit:  on  ibe  nordi^  and  tins  Mri~ 
c jTjfcd,  now  called  th^  gnlph  of  Vtnke9  on 
tlv  ibi:th‘  1  and  is  mnilly  com prehen dod  on- 
da  the  nu&of  Sd*  vstJu  o*  bor¬ 


dering  upon  (Sec  Collier's  di#Ho«- 

iinr.)  AmUc  have  an  account  of  ific  a* 
pnf&lcs  prodigious  travels,  Jaboqrs,  and  dir¬ 
ect  in  manv  of  thine  parts,  Aftt  £iii*  aj;d 
levtral  fulWiug  chapter*. 
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not  heard  fhalt 

undciHiiiili 


ix  For  which 
ranfrdfo  1  hxve 

Ixrcn  much  hin¬ 
dered  from  coin¬ 
ing  to  JOV. 


xi  But  now, 
having  do  more 
place  in  rhde 
parts,  and  hav¬ 
ing  a  great  dcfirc 
ihcfe  many  ye*is 

to  come  iwio 

you: 


*r x  Whomever 
i  r^kc  my  pur¬ 
vey  intii  Spain  I 
wiiicoEnc  to  yon: 
for  I  cruft  to  ice 
*oti  \a  my  jour¬ 
ney 


any  thing  about  Chrifr,  and  the  biddings  purcliafed  and 
brought  in  by  hj.ro,  fliall  con  fide r  and  under  fraud,  fa  as 
to  be  brought  to  tbe  facing  knowledge  of  him* 

22  And  ■(***)  thefe  my  necefTny  and  important  en¬ 
gagements,  in  continually  travelling  and  preaching  a- 
bout,  to  plant  the  gcfpel,  as  Providence  called  me  from 
place  to  place>  in  various  diftani  countries,  has  hitherto 
unavoidably  prevented  my  coming  to  fee  you  ;  my  times* 
work,  and  ways,  being  all  in  God's  hands*,  at  his  dl^ 
reel  ion  and  difpofal,  and  it  being  my  duty  to  wave  an 
indulgence  to  my  own  private  inclinations,  purpofVs, 
and  pleafure*  for  the  fake  of  promoting  the  kingdom 
and  glory  of  ChrMl  among  the  poor  heathens,  that  were 
peri  thing  in  their  tins,  darknefs,  and  idolatry. 

23  ilut  as  now,  through  tbe  powerful  operations  of 
the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God,  ( ver ,  19.)  the  gofpel  u 
planted,  and  churches  are  gathered  and  fettled,  {A£ls 
xiv*  2f,  22,  2J-)  in  all  thefe  regions,  (t*™r  uxr>i«c-i 

fa  that  there  is  no  more  room  or  opportunity  for  me  to 
be  any  further  employed  in  that  fort  of  fervicc  here ; 
and  as  I  have  been  exceedingly  dtfirous,  foe  many  years 
part,  wtre  it  the  will  of  God,  to  take  a  tour  to  Rome , 
not  to  gratify  my  curiofity  in  feeing  the  rarities,  an¬ 
tiquities,  and  grandeur  of  that  magnificent  metropolis* 
and  feat  of  the  empire,  or  in  converting  with  the  great 
and  learned  men  there  ;  but  that  I  might  impair  fame 
fpiritual  gift  to  you,  for  your  edification  and  eJVabUfrv- 
ment,  and  we  might  be  comforted  together*  bv  our 
mu tual faith,  {Chap*  u  11*12.-) 

24  As  the  Lord,  I  fay,  feeros  to  have  done  bis  work 
by  me,  far  which  he  called  nve  imo  thefe  parts,  I  pur- 

pofei  by  his  will,  to  attempt  a  propagation  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrifr  in  Spaii iy  my  heart  being  greatly  bent  oa 
frill  further  fpreading  his  glory  among  thofe  that  are 
utter  firangers  to  him;  and  whenever  he  may  favour 
me  with  an  opportunity  of  fatting  out  for  that  country, 
which  is  over- run  with  heath enilm  and  idolatry,  I  de- 
fign  to  give  myftlf  the  pleafure  of  making  you  a  vifit 
by  the  way  * :  For,  according  to  prefent  appearances*  I 
hope,  that,  by  his  good  Providence,  I  (hall  be  capable  of 


N  O 

*  The  apo/Ue  Ayi*  nrtuli  this;  but  as  ma- 

av>  purptifl-f  of  th^v  nature  vrere  only  accord- 
ii*t’  to  nrcfom  p  ratable  views  of  what  mi^ht 
i  -  beft  for  forvinp  the  murreft  of  Chrlft, 
wki  the  goo d  *jf  fouls,  and  were  not  jiIaxys 
iVniiiuI  under  divine  lu^cftion  ;  (Jotls  who 
jmcis  ib  Vervains  wiwicver  he  pkafoi,  often 
taWi  t*lm  10  yther  enpu>;  mcnt,  a»4  ib  pre¬ 


fect  up 

T  c. 

vented  the  CiLrtitinn  of  liis  own  fohemes, 

fbmetimes  by  the  oppofii  ion  of  advct&riri,  or 
feme  unespetW  toms  of  Providence;  and 
at  others,  by  immediate  revelation,  as  in  /irtr 
xvh  d, — ro«  and  xvhi.  — it.  And  whe¬ 
ther  he  ever  wcut  to  ox  not.  Is  \<rf 

uncertain* 
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ncv*  2nd  to  be 
■- 

an  my 
way  thiihn^rd 
by  you,  if  firfl  I 
be  lUncutut  fill- 

M 

tfd  vritb  jourtffB- 


1%  But  now  I 
P*  n«to  Jvftiia- 
ium  :a  nvnifler 

^nto  the  h  hws* 


t£  For  u  hi(b 
plenifd  them  of 
Mac  rtouia,  and 
Acl^ait*  to  make 
a  err:  at  n  cod(H- 
hniion  for  rhc 
poor  Cunr*  which 
in:  ai  kTiifclcnu 

*  «■  +  —  r  * 


feeing  you  in  that  intended  journey  ;  and  1  tavc  fach 

confidence  in  your  affe&ion,  and  efpecially  in  the  care 

and  kindnefs  of  my  God,  that  I  humbly  trad  ye  will  be 

difpofed,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  other  churches* 

(JEItTviu  15*)  ro  aflift  me  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may 

be  needful  for  my  fafe  conduit,  and  for  accommothr 

ting  me  with  proper  conveniencies  in  my  travels  tiom 

you  to  Spain:  This  I  hope  for,-  after  1  (half  have  had 

the  latisfadion  of  {pending  fome  time  in  pcrfonal  con* 

ver fation  with  ChriCtians  of  your  excellent  character, 

and  of  being  refrefhed  with  your  company,  by  hearing 

and  feeing  what  God  has  done  for  you*  1  promtfe  my- 

felf  a  great  deal  of  pit  afore  in  this  ;  and  yet  I  call  it 

my  being  filled  or  Satisfied  but  ip  part,  be- 

enufe  it  is  poflibLe  that  I  may  not  find  vquai  6tisfa&iun 

in  rvery  one  of  you,  ^fee  the  note  on  chap,  xi,  25-)  and 

1  fhall  nor  be  able  to  enjoy  your  good  company  fo  long 

as  I  Chou  Id  be  glad  of  ;  and  bccaufc  the  bell  fociety  that 

the  faints  can  have  together  on  earth,  falls  valUy-fhort 

pf  the  communion  which  they  have  with  Chriftj  and 

much  more  of  that  which  they  will  have,  with  flill 

greater  freedom,  fulnefs,  and  duration  j  both  with  him, 

and  one  another  in  heaven* 

■ 

25  But,  for  the  prefent,  I  am  engaged  in  a  very  ne- 
ceffary  'affair  of  another  nature  ;  being  bound  for  jferu- 
faivm,  whither  I  am  going,  charged  with  the  fervice  of 
afiifting  in  the  didfibution  of  fome  charitable  contribu¬ 
tions  that  have  been  generowly  made  by  feveral  Gen¬ 
tile  churches  under  my  direction,  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  Chriflians  there,  {1  Gir.  xvi*  1,-4*  and  2  Epiff* 
ix*  1, — 5*)  which  are  a  body  of  holy  profeffois  of  Chrifl, 
devoted  to  God,  fanfl’tfied  by  his  Spirit,  and  diftinguilh- 
edjrom  the  reft  of  the  world,  by  the  purity  of  then 
hearts  and  lives;  while  many  of  them,  through  violent 
pe r fee ut ions  and  a  famine,  [ABt  xi-  27,— 30,)  are  re¬ 
duced  to  extreme  neceffuy. 

26  For  the  GentiL t  believers,  {ver.  27*)  in  the  Greci¬ 
an  provinces  of  Macedonia  and  Achilla,  among  whom 
I  have  been  travelling  and  preaching  for  fome  years  part* 
have,  from  their  benevolent  fpirit,  cheerfully  joined  to¬ 
gether,  and  made  a  general  collection  for  the  ufe  of  the 
religious  poor  at  JcrufaUnt,  that  they  might  tdiifj 
their  love  particularly  toward  them,  and  their  readme!: 
to  hold  communion  in  all  good  things  with  them  ,  n» 
with  (landing  their  difcmce  of  place,  and  difference  o 
nation,  and  of  fentiments,  about  fome  points  of  litt!< 
con  Sequence. 

'  *  27  The: 
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47  It  btih  plw* 
M  them  verify, 
and  their  debtors 
they  «e.  For,  if 
the  Gentile*  fca« 
been  made  par¬ 
taker  $  of  their 
fpirituil  thinos* 
their  dory  is  a  lib 

to  minilicr  unto 

them  in  canid 
d&Dgf. 


37  They  have  clone  this*  I  fay  nor  grudgingly  or 
of  iiccellUy,  like  peifons  OYcr-prefled*  or  under  a  force; 
but  with  the  grcateil  freedom*  liberality*  and  delight* 
like  people,  forward*  of  tbeir  own  accord,  to  excite 
one  another  by  tbeir  own  example;  an  example  worthy 
the  imitation  of  all  that  hear  of  it.  And  this  is  indeed 
no  more  than  what,  <on  the  foot  of  gratitude*  as  well  as 
of  common  benevolence*  may  be  deemed  an  equitable 
debt  which  the  Grecian  churches  owe  to  thofe  of  Ju¬ 
de*  :  For  fince*  according  to  the  difoofsls  of  God’s  pro* 


•vidence  and  grace*  they*  who  were  fnmers  of  the  C en¬ 
tiles  f  have  received  the  gofpef  which  at  firft  came  from 


Jerufalem^  and  was  preached  to  them  •  by  apoftles  Tent 
to  them  from  among  the  Jews\  and  fince  by  this  means 
the  Gentile  converts  have  been  brought  to  the  know¬ 


ledge  of  that  Saviour  who  was  peculiarly  pro  mi  fed  and 
fent  to  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham*  and  was  born  and 

w  ^ 

■raifcd  up  among  them :  and  are  nov  made  partakers  of 
the  fpi ritual  privileges  and  blcflings  which  for  many 
ages  were  confined  to  the  church  of  Ifrael  \  fince,  1  fay, 
the  Gentiles  are  now,  ijj  this  ffnu»3r/%becomc  equal  fharers 
with  JtwiJb  believers  in  all  fpirirual  and  eternal  benefit?, 
and  that  at  the  expence  of  the  reje&ioiiof  the  body  of 
4hat  people,  thro* their  own  unbelief,  (chajt.  xi.  n*  I3f 
387  30,)  It  is  highly  fit  and  reafonable,  and  the  lead  re' 
.turn  that  can  be  made  to  them,  that  they,  who  receive 
To  much  mercy,  through  them,  for  the  falvatron  of  their 
fouls,  fhould  (to  allude  to  perfons  that  are  bound  {***- 
rwoyww}  to  m  Snifter  to  God  id  facred  things)  confcien* 
tionlly,  cheerfully  and  thankfully  honour  him  with  their 
temporal  fubftanccj  by  comm  unicaring  to  their  necd- 
fities  for  the  fupporc  and  refrelhment  of  their  bo* 
dies- 


i-S  Wheir  there* 
Arte  I  have  per* 
Jbf.ncd  thkf,  and 

have 


28  As  foon  therefore  as  I  have  finiftied  the  journey 
and  fcrvice  in  which  I  am  now  engaged,  and  have 
fafely  delivered  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  Gen* 
file  churches;  which  are  the  fruit  of  their  faith  and 
love,  well-pleafing  to  God  through  Jcfns  Chrift;  and 
fruit  which  will  abound  to  their  own  fpiritunl  account, 
{PbiL  ivp  1 7-)  and  to  the  advancement  of  the  interdt 
and  glory  of  our  hleiTed  Lord,  as  well  as  rothefeafonahJc 
relief  of  the  poor  faints  at  Jerssfalem  \  and  which  1  lhaH 

take 

N  o  T  E. 


*  Tfic  apoflle  brought  this  <mr  with 
lush  ati  empbafi.',  not  only  for  their  rumour, 
and  to  fh*w  with  w  hat  iatisfa^hm  he  reflect¬ 
ed  on  the  rcsuLads  and  pWfurx-  which  they 
<iikiwe<j  in  their  generous  contributions ; 
but  tii  imprcK  Uic  thought  'ft'ith  the  nwift 
genud  in  (in  nation  aad  addnas  on  Lh-e  minds 


of  the  church  at  J Umt,  ami  particularly  of 
the  Gsatite  i«rt  among  then*  to  excite  theta 
to  follow  this  nohie  eyairplej  ant!  t**  rccoavr 
memla  cheerful  Jibmkty  :o  aii  other  Oiriili- 
Tins,  cn  every  proper  occsiiun,  zrcortllmr  t* 
thrir  abiihy. 
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have  foaled  to 
them  this  fruit,  I 
will  crime  by  you. 

iq  Co  Spain* 


%<)  And  Z  am 
fine  that  wheu  l 
cointiimo  you,  I 
HimII  come  in  the 
fulncTs  of  the 
bleffmg  of  the 

goipcl  of  Chnft* 

I  I  1 


^  Now  I  he- 
ffi-di  yoP,  bre* 
thren,  for  the 
J^orrlJcfusChriA*! 
fi-kc,  and  for  i he 
bveaf  the  Spirit, 

that 


take  as  much  care  of,  that  it  be  not  diminifticd,  embez¬ 
zled,  or  applied  to  any  other  life,  as  if  it  were  a  trea¬ 
sure  fealed  up  m  a  bag,  till  opened  for  diftrihuiion :  I 
then  purpofc,  God  fparing  life^  and  giving  opportunity* 
to  take  you  in  the  way  of  my  foremendoned  journey 
into  Spain*  (See  the  note  on  vcr.  24.} 

29  And  if  Providence  (hall  enable  ine  to  bring  my 
prefent  defign  to  pals,  I  am  fully  fati&fied,  from  Ch rill’s 
promife  of  being  always  with  his  fervants,  (Matth* 
xxviii,  20,)  from  the  large  experience  I  have  already 
had  of  his  powerful  workings  by  me,  { ver .  1 S*}  and 
from  what  I  hear  of  his  grace  bellowed  on  you,  {chap* 
i.  8*  and  ivi,  19*)  that,  when  I  may  make  you  a  vifit* 

I  fhall  come,  like  a  vcflel  richly  fraught,  under  the 
plentiful  anointings  of  the  Holy  Gboft,  and  with  great 
liberty  of  fpirit,  in  declaring  to  you  the  whole  counfe! 
of  God,  and  particularly  in  further  explaining,  enlar¬ 
ging  upon,  and  eftahliihuig  you  in  all  the  great  duo 
trines  of  this  epiftlej  and  fl j all  be  the  means  of  com¬ 
municating  to  you  fuch  an  abundance  of  gifts,  graces, 
and  con fohuions*  as  make  up  the  utmoft  fulnefs  of  fpi* 
ritual  bleffings,  that  are  promifed  and  conveyed,  under 
divine  influence,  by  the  glorious  gofpel,  of  which 
Cbrift  U  the  author,  and  principle  fubjltt,  and  which 
he  has  ordered  to  be  preached  to  alt  naiiontyfoz  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  faiths  (chap.  xvL  26-) 

30  Now,  my  beloved  (Thrift! an  brethren,  in  order  to 
the  accomplilhing  of  all  tbefe‘defirablc  deligns,  1  car- 

II  c  illy  intreat  you,  by  all  the  obligations  arid  endear* 
mens  of  rhe  love  and  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Child* 
which  he  bas  in  his  heart,  has  demonftrated  ip  his  death, 
and  has  manifefted  and  communicated,  in  diitinguifh- 
ing  efft?£b,  to  you ;  and  by  all  the  love  which  ye,  in 
return,  have,  or  ought  to  have,  to  his  divine  and  glo¬ 
rious  perfon,  and  to  his  caufe  and  imereti;  And  I  be- 
feech  you,  by  all  the  love  and  grace  of  the  blefled  Spi¬ 
rit,  in  his  coming  to  work  effe£tually,  and  take  up 
his  abode  in  you  #  j  and  by  all  that  excellent  grace  of 
Jove  which  he  has  wrought  in  you  toward  God,  and 
Chrift,  and  one  another,'  and  toward  me,  and  all  his 

fervams 


notes, 

*  The  Uvt  of  the*  $piril  rpay  fignify  either  well  enough  fiippofe,  that  he  to^k  in  every 
the  love  that  is  in  him ;  or  the  cofTitlcution  of  die  luvt  of  the  Spirit,  that 

tove  rhit  is  the  Author  of,  and  ivorks  In  was  proper  to  ftteoflhen  hi*  vehement  oh* 
it* ;  oi  the  l«ve  that  ls  rumorl  mil  to  him,  as  ttfraiicm  for  tWir  prayer*,— The  Holy  Ghoft 
il>  It  b  difficult  to  lay  which  of  thefc  may  l>c  caJ!ed}  by  *  ay  of  eminence  and  pe- 

b  m^fl  prcufrly  thnapoiW*  meaning-;  they  culiarity,  ibt  Spin!,  iul  peribnaliy  dilHngtiift* 
ail  mk  the  turn  of  Lbc  phi'ale,  m:ri  the  de^  cd  front  the  Father  and  Son  ;  and  as  proper 
>iS4  artrumrnt,  lo  enpge  the  prayers  Jy  drr wt  and  infinitely  fuperior  to  all  nvk- 
ot  nie  ttvmiws? ot  him;  ami  wc  may  t=d  Jpkitt, 
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thu  ye  ft  rive  to-  fervams  and- people  ;  and  by  all  the  love*  which  ye 
fcihc?  wnhjue  in  ^ear*  and  nrofefa  to  have,  particularly  to  the  Holy  Spi* 

pur  praycn  io  '  /  .  ?  r  .  ^ ,  t  /  r 

^  nt  brnifdf,  and  to  the  triumphs  of  his  power  and  greet. 

in  the  converlioo  of  limiers*  and  in  the  edification, 
com  for  r,  and  eliablifomcnt  of  the  faints,  and  partial- 
larly  of.  your  own  fouls  ;  l  beg  of  you,  that,  as  ever  ye 
would  a£l  up  to  thefe  folermi  and  endearing  confidera* 
tions  of  Chrift  and  his  Spirit,  ye  would  give  me  a  fel¬ 
lowship  in  all  your  addrefle3  to  God,  as  I  do  *yoa  in 
imne,  {chap*  i.  9-  fo-)  joining  your  fervent  prayers  with 
my  own,  ami  wrdtlmg  mightily,  like  pcrfons  in  good 
earntft,  tugether  with  me,  in  your  believing,  importu¬ 
nate,  and  perfevering  lup  plications  for  my  guidance 
an  l  protection,  and  for  the  f pedal  prefence  and  blefllng 
of  God  with  me* 

3i  That  T  may  3 1  And  particularly  pray  for  me,  that  by  an  over- 
be  Slivered  tram  ruling  providence,  in  my  prefent  journey  to  JerufaUm^ 

bdhv^jfeta!  (vtT*  2S*)  1  m}Y  efcaPe  the  fnares,  and  be  preferved 
and  that  my  for-  from  the  malicious  defigns,  and  violent  outrage  and 
yiee  *hich  ligvt  pet fecntions  of  the  unbelieving,  difobediene, 

tr/«rpado(thc  au<^  Jew  there  ;  who,  being  a  fee  of  unrea - 

feints;  '  finable  and  -wicked  men,  (2  Tbef.  iii.  2.)  are  my  invete¬ 
rate  enemies,  and  feek  to  deftroy  me,  (Ails  xx.  22,  23, 
24.  compared  with  xxi.  28,  31.)  merely  for  my  fidelity 
and  zeal  in  preaching  the  pure  do&rine  of  j unification 
alone  thro'  faith  in  Ohrid,  without  the  deeds  of  the  law  i 
and  in  ftrenuoufly  maintaining,  that  this,  and  all  the  o- 
ther  privileges  and  Meltings  of  the  gofpel,  lye  as  open 
to  the  Gentiles  as  to  themfelves,  {chap.  iii.  28,  29,  30.) 
and  l  ear  deftly  intreat  your  prayers,  -  that  when  I  may, 
by  the  will  ot  God,  arrive  at  Jerusalem,  with  the  cha¬ 
ritable  contributions  of  the  Grecian  churches,  (ver.  25, 
26 0  this  noble  fcrvice,  which  is  fo  beneficial,  brother¬ 
ly,  and  well  defigned  by  them  2nd  me,  may  not  be  rejec¬ 
ted  or  defpifed,  thro*  unhappy  prejudices  •,  but  may  be 
kindly  andaffrftionately  received  by  the  believing  Jews , 
who,  though  upright  honed  fouls,  are  too  zealous  for 
the  rights  of  the  Mofaic  law;  too  cool  towards,  and 
jealous  of,  the  converts  from  other  nations ;  and  too 
much  incenfed  againfl  me,  by  means  of  falfe  and  invi¬ 
dious  reports,  as  if  I  had  abfolutely  forbid  thole  belie¬ 
ving  Jews  that  live  among  the  Gentiles,  to  circumcife 
their  children,  or  to  obferve  any  antient  cudoms  of  their 
fathers,  [dRs  sxi.  20,  21.) 

31  That  r  may  One  great  motive  of  .my  defiring,  which  fhoutd 

C01I,‘  make  you  the  more  fervent  in  offering  up  your  prayers 
forthefe  appearances  of  God  on  my  behalf,  is,  that,  be¬ 
ing  thus  profpered  in  my  prefenc  way  and  work,  I  may 

be 
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Cb.  XT. 


Come  unto  you 
with  joy  by  the 
wilt  of  God,  and 

may  with  you  be 
rcfreflied- 


3}  Now  the 
{W  of  peace  be 
viih  you  id. 
Amen* 


be  at  liberty*  God  willing,  to  profecate  my  intended 
journey  to  you,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing  you 
with  the  greater  fatisfaftloo  and  joy  10  us  all  ;  and  that 
I  may  take  fome  reft  with  you  after  my  fatigues,  {*■****- 

atid  be  comforted  in  the  enjoyment  of  your 
good  company,  and  in  our  conferring  together  about 
the  faith  which  God  has  wrought  in  us  fevcrally,  {chap* 
u  ia<)  and  about  his  gracious  aofwers  to  our  prayers* 

33  In  the  mean  while,  as  the  bed  return  I  cm  make 
for  what  I  have  been  aflring  of  you*  my  mod  ardent 
wiflics  and  prayers  for  every  onh  of  you  are,  that,  as 
God  is  reconciled  to  us,  and  at  peace  with  us,  through 
the  blood  of  the  ever  tatting  covenant,  and  is  the  foun¬ 
tain  and  author  of  all  definable  profperity  ;  and  as  he 
delights  in  his  peoples  pofleftng  their  own  fouls  in  pa* 
tience  and  peace,  and  living  together  in  harmony  and 
love  ;  fo  he,  according  to  this  his  encouraging  and  en- 
deaiifig  charaGer,  would  be  gracioufly  prefent  with  you, 
by  the  fpecial  influences  of  his  Spirit,  to  unite  all  your 
hearts  in  brotherly  a(fe£tion  one  towards  another,  that 
there  may  be  no  party*temper,  jars,  ordifeords  among 
you  ;  and  that  he  would  blefs  every  cue  of  you,  with 
all  fpiritual  bk flings  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  with  whatever 
elfe  he  fees  needful  and  bed  for  you,  relating  to  this 
world,  as  well  as  that  which  is  to  come*  Thus  may  it 
be;  thus  I  humbly  tm ft  it  will  be,  in  teltimotty  of 
which  i  heartily  fay,  Amen* 


RECOLLECTIONS* 

With  what  tendernefs  and  folf- denial  fhould  we  behave  towards  our  brethren 
In  Cbdft!  We  (Wuld  bear  with  the  infirmities  of  the  weak;  ftudy  to  pleafe 
everyone  for  hh  edification ;  receive  into  our  afiedion  and  communion  all  th.it 
Cbrifi  has  received  to  the  glory  of  Cod  $  and  unite  in  glorifying  him  as  with  one 
heart  and  voice,  Wliat  a  noble  pattern  has  our  Lord  fet  us  of  this  excellent  fpl- 
ritj  in  denying  bimfclf;  in  the  reproaches  heftiftained  for  hi*  Father**?  honour 
and  the  good  of  his  church  £  and  m  his  comic  founding  to  s£t  the  part  of  a  mini* 
fter,  to  confirm  the  promt fes  made  to  the  fathers,  that  the  Gsnultt  might  glo¬ 
rify  God*  rejoice  in  him,  and  praife  him,  for  making  them  equal  heirs  of  all  pri¬ 
vileges  and  bleffings  with  the  y*uv,  What  a  rich  treafure  have  we  in  the  holy 
feriptures,  which  were  written  for  our  tnftxtnftiou  and  comfort,  patience  and 
hope !  And  how  fhoufd  we  ftrive  together  in  prayer*  that  the  God  of  patience 
and  con  relation  would  enable  us  to  make  fucb  ufeof  them,  according  to  the  mind 
of  Chrift*  as  may  fill  us  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  and  caufc  us  U*  a- 
bound  in  hope,  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  1  Sidled  be  God  for  fc:$ 
mercy  to  us,  Gentile  tinners  !  WV,  by  the  gofpeWifptnfation,  are  brought  un¬ 
der  the  McfTiahV  reign  ;  and  be  is  pro po fed  as  an  objc&  of  faith  to  us,  who  were 
utter  Grangers  to  him  before,  that  we  might  trirfl  i«  him  ;  and  that  Gtntife  be* 
lievers,  and  their  ferviccR,  might  be  acceptable  to  God  through  Jefua  Chrift,  as 
a  pure  offering,  which  is  fanftifjed  by  the  Holy  GhofL  And,  C>  what  an  honour 
doth  our  great  Lord  confer  upon  hisfervanu!  He  puts  them  into  the  nuniftry 
of  the  gofprt ;  and  makes  them  his  in  ftru  merits  for  the  converfion  of  tinner?,  ,ii:d 
for  further  helping  Ulan  thgt  have  believed  through  grace.  Be  our  attainments 
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ever  to  great  in  all  knowledge  apd  goudueJs,  fo  as  to  be  capable  of  admonilhiiig 
others;  yet  they  miniftry  in  Chaft’s  ordinance,  and  we  need  it,  for  reviving*  tm- 
preffiog,  and  improving  what  we  already  know  and  enjoy.  And*  O  how  de¬ 
lightful  and  advantageous  is  it;  to  have  the  gofpd  with  the  fulnefe  of  its  blediDgs! 
And  what  a  wide  and  glorious  fpread  doth  it  take ;  and  what  wonderful  happy 
eftetfs  doth  it  produce,  when  attended  with  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  which  rc* 
Odes  in  him,  as  a  divine  per  foil*  and  is  exerted  by  him  !  This  gives  the  fervantt 
of  Chrift  g real occa (ion  of  glorying  in  the  Lord  :  They  aferib^  all  honour  to  him* 
and  would  take  none  tu  themfelves  ;  nor  would  they  boaft  of  any  thing  that  he 
has  not  wrought  by  them ;  nor  invade  tlie  province  of  their  brethren :  They  are 
dcGrous  to  go  and  work  wberefoever  God  calls  them ;  and  they  fu  broil  ail  their 
own  pur  poles  and  motions  for  his  fejvice,  to  his  will ;  they  cheerfully  encourage 
all  forts  of  benevolence,  by  the  love  of  Chrift  and  of  his  Spirit;  they  take  plea- 
ftire  in  converting  with  fdlow-Oriftians,  and  recommend  themfelvcs,  and  all 
their  labours,  to  their  prayers;  and  they  pour  out  their  own  hearts  to  God,  with 
fervent  defirc  that  h>vc  and  unity  may  abound  among  them,  and  that  the  God  of 
peace  may  be  with  ttiem,  A  vert. 


CHAP,  XVI, 

The  aptflh  recommends  Phebe,  a  member  of  the  church  at  Cenchrea,  to 
the  church  at  Rome,  i,  2.  Greets  Jrperai  of  his  friends  there  by  namef 
3,— 1 6.  Caution*  the  church  agawjt  fuch  as  fomented  divifons  a ** 

mo ng  them,  17,-20,  Mentions  various  perfons  that  joined  in  Chri - 
jiian  falutatvms  with  bim3  21,-24*  And  concludes  the  epijlte  with 
an  afeription  of  glory  to  Godyjor  extending  the  gojpeUrtVitaUon%  with 
all  its  blefftngSy  to  Gentiles  as  well  as  Jews,  25,-27. 


Text. 

T  Commend  unto 
’  you  Phebe  our 
fitter,  which  is 
a  ter  out  of  the 
ch  utrh  wli  idi  U 
{it  Ccoduta; 


PiRAFHRASE. 

TTAVING  gone  through  my  principal  defign  in 
drawing  out  the  fcheme  of  the  gofpel,  with  refpc£t 
to  its  molt  important  points,  I  take  tbc  liberty,  before 
I  conclude*  to  recommend  to  your  molt  refpectful  re* 
gards,  care,  and  kindnefs,  our  dear  fifter  in  the  faith 
and  fellowihtp  of  tbe  gofpcl  *,  Phebe  by  name,  who  is 
an  excellent  member,  and  much  employed  in  the  Tem¬ 
poral  fcrvices  of  the  church,  whicb  ordinarily  affemhles 
for  religious  worlhipand  difcipline,  according  totheap* 
pointment  of  Chriit,  at  Cenchrea^  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Corinth * 

2  I 


N  O 

*  PMty  who  probably  u-as  the  bprer  of 
this  cpiftle,  as  the  poftllripl  tvers*  fesins  to 
hate  been  a  gentlewoman  <tt  evttll  durable 
iatik ;  and  yet  uf  fuch  piinent  piety,  tlttt 
Ac  did  not  difilain  to  be  a  tervant,  or,  ac* 
fording  to  the  ft  rift  eft  ftni’e  of  tbe  word, 

a  deacon  nds,  or  aftilUnt  to  the 
deacons  at  the  church  at  Gt*chrr*,  a  fca-povt 
town*  and  one  of  the  harm,  oi  Csnw^,  to  a 
little  dillancc  from  that  city;  though  that 
office  was  moti  commonly  lodged  in  tnc  hands 
of poor  ^nd  aationt  whju  may  be 


T  E; 

cd  from  the  apofljc  s  dirc£t:ons  abort  it* 
1  TI*Hw  v*  4,  p,  to*  Or  if  (fuxoi(^)  xfifvant 
be  t:^hcn  here,  as  a  more  geDcral  ter,n*  to 
f.giuiy  ope  time  is  ftaicdly  employed  in  any 
fort  of  ferricc.  tihe,  like  the  good  womitn, 
that  (Simwnv}  ttcmilcrd  to  our  Lore  of  tktir 
fa (Luke  viii,  3.}  made  it  her  buftr 
uds  to  entertain  mtn liters  and  ttrangers  at 
Jtcr  cw  ft  cult*  and  perhaps,  at  her  own 
as  uni  as  to  vifit  and  relieve  the  tick  and 
pooy. 


Ch.  XT. 
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x  That  ye  rc- 
<dte  her  m  the 
Lord,  as  b ©Com¬ 
eth  Taint*,  and 
that  ye  afllft  her 
in  whufocTtr  hu* 
Gac6  the  bath 
need  of  you;  for 
(be  hath  been  i 
fuoGourtr  of  ma¬ 
ny,  and  of  my  ft  If 


3  Greet  Prif- 
ctlla  and  A^gila 
my  helpers  tit 
Chrift  Jdus ; 


4  (Who  hare 

for 


a  I  bcfecch  you  to  receive  her  into  your  Chriftian  af- 

fo£Uon,  and  holy  ■  communion*  in  the  name,  and  for 
the  fake  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  {Mattb*  xviii*  5,)  a$  ir  is  (it 
and  becoming  for  one  church  to  do  Toward  the  regular 
member*  of  another,  by  virtue  of  their  common  nri  irion 
to  Chrift,  as  their  head,  and  to  each  other,  as  Tahirs  *; 
and  I  came  [tty  defire,  that  ye  would  be  fo  kind,  as  to 
recommend  and  ftand  by  her,  to  the  utmod 

of  youi  power,  in  thofe  civil  affairs  which  Ihe  is  come 
a*  a  fir  anger  to  tranfa£l  at  Rame9  and  in  which  (he  may 
need  your  counfel,  countenance  and  other  alfiftance,  for 
the  better  difpatching  it.  She  is  worthy  of  all  my  com* 
mendations,  and  of  the  be  ft  reception,  and  mo  ft  friend¬ 
ly  treatment,  that  any  of  you  can  give  her :  For  ffie  has 
been  a  generous  patronefs,  in  hofpitality  en¬ 

tertaining,  harbouring,  and  providing  for  many  poor 
Chriftians  and  deflitute  ftrangers  and  gratitude  obliges 
me  to  lay,  that  I  myfdf  have  had  large  experience  of 
her  generofity  and  tejidcrnefc)  in  times  of  my  exigence 
and  diftreft. 

3  As  I  have  exprefled  my  affeftionatc  defires  of  the 
beft  of  bkflings  for  you  all,  {chap.  i.  y,  and  xv.  33*)  fo 
1  beg  that  ye  would  make  my  kindeft  religious  refpects 
acceptable  f  to  fuch  Chriftian  friends  among  you  as  I 
have  the  pleafure  of  perfonaUy  knowing,  Tome  of  them 
Jews  and  others  Gentiles*  fome  males  and  others  female-, 
they  being  all  one  in  Chrift  Jefus,  GaL  iii.  28. ;  as  par¬ 
ticularly  my  fin  cere  ft  wilhe^  for  all  grace  and  peace  to 
attend  the  pious,  evangelical,  and  prudent  Prtf cilia ,  (fee 
the  note  on  JQs  xviii.  18*)  who  is  alfo  called  Prifca ,  (2 
Tim.  tv.  19.)  and  her  no  left  excellent  hufband  Jquiia\ 
my  good  old  friends  and  acquaintance,  with  whom  I 
lodged  fome  years  ago  at  Corinth ,  and  worked  at  their 
trade  to  cam  my  bread,  (A3s  xviii.  2,  3.)  and  found  ati 
hearty  welcome  for  Ch  rift's  fake  \  and,  in  their  private 
capacities,  they  very  much  fubferved  the  ufefulnefs  and 
fu reefs  of  my  minlfterial  labours  in  the  Lord.  {J8s  xviii. 
26,-28.) 

4  Yea,  over  and  above  all  this,  fo  great  was  their 
zeal  and  ftcadtneft  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift,  and  fo  fer¬ 


vent 


NOTES. 

*  It  w  highly  probable  that  Phehe  went  to  f  The  vonl  (tvrraa-xvSt)  which  is  pr^ 
Rime  upon  fome  frcuJar  bufinefj  of  her  own,  milcuonfly  rendered  fiimctimfs  jffff:,  umi  at 
which  was  to  be  many  fed  in  the  city,  or  at  others  in  this  and  t  lie  following  T 
court;  and  fo  their  aJ{8\b&  her  in  -what  fie  h  the  feme;  and  Unifies  any  corcncai:;,  cu- 
needed^  may  relate  to  their  doing  all  they  gaging,  and  rcfpeftful  way  of  tx  pruning,  hy 
oould>  to  be  of  fthvice  to  her  in  her  temporal  weed  or  aflion.  our  good  wjihes  ibr  the  pro- 
concera5>  in  dtfUtiOion  1‘rom  their  receiving  fperity  and  Juppinds  of  thofe  *hcmi  we  j-1. 
her  in  L$rd%  nr  into  th^ir  Chriftian  friend-  drew,  eidtfr  wnen  wc  are  prefcnt  with  ttotm, 

fhip  and  feUowihip  for  fp&tual  pu;poics,  or  abfe&t  from  litem.  {St*  the  note  ou  vtr*  if.) 


Ch.  xti 


The  Epifile  to  the  Roma  if  3  parapbrajed \ 


for  m y  life  laid 
dmvn  their  tiwn 
neckcuniowlinm 
not  only  l  give 

thanks,  but  aiib 

ail  the  churches 
of  the  Gnttilrs.) 


j  Likenifc^J 
the  church  thatU 
In  their  hcu*e. 
Salute  my  well- 
beloved  Epenc- 
Iti?,  wbn  U  the 
fird' fruits  of  A 

chsia 


▼ent  their  afft£lion  to  me,  thar*  when  I  was  in  the  ut> 
mo  ft  danger,  they,  like  perfons  ready  to  offrr  their  own 
necks  to  the  halter,  to  ttranglmg,  or  any  kind  of  death, 
mfteaH  of  their  friends,  ventured  to  run  all  rifles  f ,  even 
to  the  hazarding  their  own  lives  for  laving  mine;  to 

whom  I,  ftiU  retaining  a  moft  grateful  and  touching 
fenfe  of  that  uncommon  uiftanct  of  kindnefr,  take  this 
opportunity  of  returning  my  hearty  thanks  ;  and  not  I 
only,  but  all  the  churches  of  Chrift  among  the  GcntxUsj 
(wnofe  apoille  I  am,  and  for  whofe  conversion,  fettle- 
menr,  and  edification,  I  h:*vc  chiefly  laboured  ever  iiuce) 
think  them felves  highly  beholden  to  them  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  and  bound  in  gratitude  to  acknowledge  i:,  which 
I  now  do  in  their  name. 

5  In  this  my  Chriftnn  fniutation  of  that  exemplary 
hufband  and  wife,  I  include  the  whole  of  their  religi¬ 
ous  family  which,  by  the  bJelfing  of  God  on  their 
good  example,  diligent  inttru&ions,  and  prudent  regu¬ 
lations,  is  like  a  church  of  Chrift,  for  its  dated  worlhip 
of  God,  purity  of  manners,  and  beautiful  order*  Next 
to  thefe,  I  beg  that  my  Chriftiun  rcfpe£h  may  be  pre- 
fented  to  the  dear  Epcnctus^  who,  according  to  the  fig- 
niG cation  of  his  name,  (£*amrPf  j  indeed  worthy  ro  be 
praifed  ;  and  whom  I  think  of  with  peculiar  pleafurc, 
when  1  reflect  that,  by  means  of  my  miniitry,  he  was 
the  fir  ft  convert  to  Chrifl  in  all  the  regions  of  Jcbaia  ; 

and 


NOTES. 


f  The  hat&r£  »hat  Aiptlla  and  Prifeill * 
rau  for  the  apoftie’s  prtfervation,  was  proba¬ 
bly  at  CzT&bt  when  the  Jttns  Mptfidthta- 
fetvts  s.'iifp&tmeJ  \  or  w  hen  they  made  an 
MAwPjfc  xiftiff  &ne  arcird  agtttrtfi  bbny  and 

brought  hfe  ra  tbcjttJpm'si-fiai,  {Acks  xviii.  6t 
ii,  I}*)  And  as  fie  had  declared,  (ver*  d,) 
that  from  tbfncefirih  itc  /p  the  Gentiles, 

It  Iheved  an  excellent  fpirit  In  a  'Jewifk  con- 
pie,  that  they  would  nercrthelefs  ex  pole  their 
mvn  livt-s  fur  the  relcuing  of  his  ;  and  the  a- 
pnilie  here  mentions  the  crateful  feu  fc  which 
alt  the  GeutiU  churches 'had  of  this,  to  fhew 
hmr  ready  Mey  were  to  lay  afide  alt  p*rty-dif- 
fercrcc,  anu  cultivate  a  brotherly  temper  to¬ 
ward  Jlr&ifi  believer!;;  and  thereby  infuiuatCS, 
that  thofe  of  the  arctn&cifton  ought  to  do 
the  like  toward  them :  examples  of  both 
which  he  was  now  himfrlf  fctting-  Sq  his  own 
atU>rtion:ttc  factitious  of  each  of  tUdc  forts 
of  Chrifthns  promifcuouily,  and  without  dif- 
tinltfon* 

i  l  would  rather  under  (land  Mr  church  in 
ihtir  hitfc  to  mean  their  Chrift  bn  family, 
than  any  other  religious  Jbeicty  that  ufiinlly 
met  at  their  heufe:  Eor  it  dot*  nui  appear 
th.it  there  was  mote  titan  one  church,  pro* 
puly  ipcakiti^i  at  SLofnCf  and  the  church 


here  fainted  is  fpoken  of,  as  diftlnd  from 
that  to  vhidi  the  apoftlc  was  writing  Nor 
doth  it  feem  likely  that  he  fWdd  hereby 
mean  aoy  company  of  (ihriftians,  that  were 
wont  to  aflemble  at  thc:r  hcttlc  for  religions 
worfliip ;  bixiutfc  tv)s  ft-iiidsin  the  lift  of  ^r- 
tirniar  perJons  and  families,  U>  whom  he  lent 
fperial  Jalutaiions,  and  ilveial  of  theft  might 
probably  frequent  thofe  aflemblics,  if  any 
ftieh  were  held  there  :  Rut  as  Aqtnh  and 
Prifcffla  were  perions  of  eminence  for  piety* 
it  is  to  be  fuppolal  they  ttwfc  great  care 
of  the  religious  cdiic&Lkin  and  govtrriinent  of 
tlidr  family  ;  and,  like  would  admit 

of  none  to  reftdc  in  it,  livir  Jhould  rot  jobi 
with  them  in  their  huly  resolution  to  fictxc 
the  Lord ;  and  therefore  when  they  Jujoura* 
cd  in  Aji&t  we  likcwiJc  read  of  tkt  church  i* 
their  hmjrt  (1  Cor,  xvi,  ip.)  which  icems  to 
be  the  lame  that  i;  taken  uoiivx  here.  And, 
perhaps,  wherever  we  read  of  the  church  in 
any  one's  liouie,  it  is  to  mtirraic  that  the 
v *hck  hmifo  were  ClinilLuis ;  whereat  when 

nor  all,  but  t*rdy  few-*  71 1  a  fanriy  %vrrc  con¬ 
vened,  they  arc  ibid  rn  he  tf~  ibr  hsttjt+iU  of 
or.rard  smother  perf.-a,  or  &x 
trahrrn  that  as  in  vcr.  jo,  h, 

i4t  I;, 


The  Epiflle  to  the  Rom  AM  s  pdrapbrafed  Cb.  xvU 


chiu  uofoChriff 


6  C  rat  Wiry* 
vho  bt-flowrd 
meek  labour  on 

US, 


1  Slime  An- 
drenitns  and  Ju- 
ni*  my  kinfinen, 
and  my  Fdtow- 

jlnfimeTs,  whom 

of  note  among 
the  ipofttci,  who 
alfr  were  iq  Christ 
before  me. 


and  fo*  like  the  firft  fruits  that  were  offered  to  God  un¬ 
der  the  law,  was  Grit  dedicated  as  an  oblation  highly 
pleating  to  him  **  and  had  the  honour  of  being  the 
pledge  and  carneft  of  the  great  harveft  of  fouls  in  that 
province,  which  have  fince  oeen  gathered  in  to  the  Lord* 
(Afil  3TUU  to.) 

6  My  grateful  wifhes  of  all  manner  of  profperity  like- 
wife  attend  that  Mary  -ft,  who  has  fignalized  her&'lf 
by  the  great  pains  the  has  taken  in  performing  many  kind 
offices  of  love  and  friendftiip,  as  occafions  required,  to¬ 
ward  me  ;  and  toward  my  fellow-labourers  in  the  gof- 
pd,  which  I  take  as  done  *o  myfdf* 

7  Let  the  fame  recommendations  of  Chriftian  love 
be  given  to  Androniau  J  and  Jtmia^  my  kindred  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  flefh,  who  were  convened  from  among  the 
Jruny  and  fo  are  doubly  dear  to  m:,  by  the  bonds  of 
nature  and  of  grace}  and  they  are  dearer  to  me  as* 
for  their  faithfulnefs  and  zeal  in  the  caufeofChrift*  thry 
have  cheur fully  and  patiently  fullered  imprifenmenr  as 
well  as  myfelf:  I  think  of  them  with  pleifure,  as  firft- 
ratc  Clui (Hans,  whofe  eminence  for  gifts,  grace®,  he¬ 
roic  fufferings,  and  fignal  fervices,  hath  nude  them  fa¬ 
mous,  and  given  them  great  reputation  and  efteetn  a- 
jnong  the-  apotilea  of  our  Lord  Jefus:  And,  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  honour  to  all  this,  they  got  the  ftart  of  me,  as 
being  brought  to  the  faith  of  Chrifl,  and  vitally  united 
to  him  ||,  before  I  myfelf  was  called  by  grace,  and  taken 

imo 


NOTES. 


*  The  houft  tf  Stephanas  is  alfo  called  the 
firff  /rafts  of  Achdza^  i  Cor.  xvi.  is*  becagfe 
as  Kpcnttbs  was  the  firtt  jin^h  pcTfon,  fi>  that 
the  fitft  family  #!iich  cnihrjocd  the  faith 
of  Cbitft ;  and,  perhaps,  Eptnttv j  was  one 
of  that  buulhjld,  and  the  firft  convtmd  in 
it.  But  the  Alexandria*  and  ftitnc  other  co¬ 
pies,  and  fiveral  amkm  verftom  and 
men  tutors,  here  read  Afi4t  inftetd  of  JUhata. 
Yid-  MIL  Ntv.  Tefi. 

f  Some  fippofi:  that  the  apoft'e  had  met 
with  this  Mary  in  his  travels  at  Cariji£br  An~ 
heci,  or  fomc  other  place,  and  that  ihe  had 
been  exceeding  diligent  iu  fupplymg  bis 
wants,  and  taking  care  of  him,  airddit  ail 
his  fatigues :  But  others  think  be  only  meant 
that  FHc  had  been  eminently  ferviceahfe  in  en¬ 
tertaining,  and  Ihswiiig  kindnefs  to  his  Chri* 
(Urn  friends  and  brethren,  which  were  tm- 
barbed  in  the  fiirrte  glorious  caw  ft  wkh  h;m- 
felf ;  and  that  he  cflecrncd  this,  as  if  he  him* 
filf  had  perfonally  received  tlw  benefit  of  It. 

£  As  fuata  mijht  be  the  name,  either  of 
4  man  or  woman,  fomc  take  Audr$$tizs  and 
fada  to  have  been  bretixrcn  ;  aad  ethers,  to 


have  been  brother  and  fitter,  or  husband  and 
wife,  both  of  which  iveretlieapofilc'skiiKhvf!, 
as  Jcvfst  aud  perhaps  of  the  fame  tribe  *kh 
hamivlF,  or  ftitl  more  nearly  trial rd  to  hrn„ 
They  were  tikewjfe  frilo  ur -'offerers  with  hhn 
for  die  ftkeof  Chrift,  poflibly  in  the  in  me 
priloa  with  him,  at  Philippi  t  or  id  Ibmc  o* 
ihcr  of  his  confinements,  which  he  fpiaks  of, 
a  C?r.  xi.  tj.  and  tlivy  wc  per/bn s  of  emi¬ 
nence,  probably  for  thrir  worldly  circuit* 
ftarv  cs,  but  principally  for  .vUgitm ;  a;:d  by 
the  upolilc’s  laying,  they  were  irt  ChriJ  heftre 
frw.it  ferns  that  they  wereariongtbevervear- 
lieft  converts  either  lorn  c  of  the  hundred  art  I 
twenty,  mentioned  A  fit  u  15.  or  of  the 
great  multitudes  that  were  converted  on  i!i^ 

day  of  Peutcfitfiy  ur  fen  afer^ards,  aeco^ui^ 

cf  which  we  have  in  At*s  ib  41*  and  ii\  4. 

||  To  he  hi  Chrij}*  is  thi  fiuDc  with  bein£ 
uidt'd  to  him ;  ^nd  it  U  pkihi  that  the  ap^tt)  j 
Jieic  fpeaks  of  this,  wh^t  com  mcnced  w-tP 
believing-;  othtrwite he  rould  not  have  bud 
that  theie  perfons  were  i#  Cb*:ii  *rfjre  ISzn- 


felf;  and  this  is  tfie  fete  in  \vh;Ut  he 
of  hchtg  h r  Chr\Jt$  x  Cur-  v*  1  j+ 


Cb.  xvi. 


The  Epiftle  to  the  Romans  par&phrajed. 


SIS 


8  Grtet  Am* 

plus  my  beloved 
m  the  Lot  d. 


g  samre  Ur¬ 
bane  our  helper 
inChrtft,  and  tttt- 
ehys  my  beloved. 


so  Salute  Ap¬ 
pellee  approved  to 

i-hrift ,  Salute 
them  which  arc 
of  Arilfobalu&T 
h,ufbo*M 


t  i  Sahtt  He- 

Todian  my  hiof- 
nun*  GrccUhcm 
that  he  of  the 
hwfwld  of  Nar- 
rifliu,  which  art 
in  the  Lord. 


ji  Salute  Try- 

phena  and  Try- 
phot*,  *-b  o  L  bo  ur 
in  the  Lord.  Sa¬ 
lute  the  be  bred 
Perils,  which  la¬ 
boured  much  in 
the  Lord. 


into  the  near  and  happy  relation  of  a  member  of  that 
fpiritual  body*  of  which  he  is  the  head* 

8  Salute  the  well-known  Am  pitas  in  my  name*  whom 
I  greatly  efteem  for  Chrift’s  fake,  as  one  who  belongs 
to  him,  bears  his  image*  is  beloved  of  him*  and  loves 

him.  . 

9  Aflure  Urbane  of  my  beft  remembrances  of  him, 
who  has  been  afliftant  to  me  and  other**  in  helping  for¬ 
ward  the  work  of  Chrift,  and  is*  I  make  no  doubt,  one 
of  his  fincere  members  ;  and  do  the  fame  to  Stacbys, 
my  dear  brother,  whom  I  love  in  the  Lord,  and  fur  his 
fake. 

to  Salute*  in  the  fame  Chriftian  manner  from  me, 
the  excellent  Apelitsf  who  has  been  tried  and  proved, 
and  juiily  accounted  to  be  a  judicious*  faithful  and  zeal¬ 
ous  difciple  and  fervant  of  Jefus  Cbrift,  in  his  labours 
and  fu fieri ngs  for  hrs  fake,  and  proved  of  God  through 
him:  Convey  the  tike  falmations  to  all  thole  believers 
that  belong  to  the  family  of  Arijtobulus  *,  what  rank  or 
Ration  foever  they  hold  in  it. 

ri  The  like  holy  and  friendly  greetings  I  fend  to  He- 
rediattf  whom  I  love  as  my  kinfman  by  nature*  (fee 
the  firft  note  on  ver.  7,)  but  with  dill  more  abundant 
endearment,  on  account  of  that  better  relation  of  bre¬ 
thren  which  we  now  bear  one  to  the  other,  through 
faith  in  Chrift:  My  mod  cordial  refpefls  alfo  attend 
thofe  domeftics  of  Narcijfus  that  make  a  credible 
profeffion  of  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jefus*  be  they  more 
or  lefs,  as  if  I  particularly  mentioned  them  by  name. 

12  Let  me  be  further  remembered  particularly  to 
Tryphena  and  Trypb§/a}  thofe  good  women*  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  abilities  and  Rations*  lay  themfelvcs 
out  in  promoting  the  intereft  of  Chrift*  for  hts^glory, 
and  by  his  affiftance:  And  let  the  excellent  Perjis ,  who 
i$  beloved  of  God  amJ  his  people,  know  the  place  flie 
has  in  my  affectionate  deli  res  of  her  fpirituai  welfare, 
who  has  taken  Rill  more  abundant  pains,  and  been  more 
remarkably  and  extenfivcly  ufcful,  in  her  fpliere  for  help¬ 
ing 

H  0  T  E  S. 


*  Tt  is  imagined  by  Ante,  that  cither  An* 

jlttbttitn  was  dead,  or  was  abCcut  from  Jfowe, 
cr  was  oot  as  yet  converted  i  and  therefore 
the  affile  intended  only  fuch  be&ercrs,  whe¬ 
ther  wife,  children,  or  iemntX,  i£  belonged 
to  his  family. 

f  This  N^ctffks  h  thought  by  many  to 
have  been  the  pciTon  of  that  name,  whom 
£sAssinsr  in  the  lift  of  Cfoadist  C&ft.ry  l peaks 
of  as  u  very  rieh,  but  wicked  min  :  And  as 
there  were  Lints  iu  Ncn>*$  houiV*  Pirih  t*. 


fo  there  were  fume  of  that  character  In  thi« 
great  maiTs  hi>afe  ;  which  Jhcurs  that  grace 
ibtnttimcs  makes  a  fovcnrVr 
leaving  the  m-ifter,  and  calling  the  iervant; 
and  that  when  Providence  CiJb  truly  religi¬ 
ous  per  Jo  11$  tmder  bad  mailers,  tlicy  may, 
and  ought  to  ferve  them,  with  a  *™d  fon- 
Icience,  in  all  the  buiiiretx  of  their  dvil  rela¬ 
tion,  according  to  the  exhortations  in  1  Tim. 
tu  1*  1*  and  1  Pd.  ii,  i3» 


57* 


i» 

Tfc  EpSfile  to  tie  Rolf  IMS  patapbtafed.  Ch<  ivi- 


i  J  Salute  Ru¬ 
fus  choftn  in  the 
Laid,  and  hij 
mother  and  mine. 


T4  Salute  A* 
fy  ncritiv,  Ph  le¬ 
gs  !>„  HefnrkasJPi- 
trolol^  Hcrflic^ 
and  the  brethren 
which  are  with 
them. 

ij  Salute  F  hi- 
lefogui  and  Ju¬ 
lia!  Nereus,  and 

his  fitter,  and 

Olympas,  and  all 
the  faints  which 
v<  with  than. 


ing  forward  to  thp  caufe  of  Ch  rift*  in  the  fervours  of 
her  love  to  him,  and  under  his  I  nil  tie  nee* 

13  Salute  ft ufus  that  eminent  faint,  whofe  rich 
attainments  ia  grace,  as  well  as  gifts*  render  him  a 
choice  Chriitian  indeed ;  and  plainly  {hew*  that  he  is 
one,  who  was  chofen  of  God,  in  Chrift,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  to  be  holy  her?,  aud  happy 
for  ever,  {Epb*  L  4*)  Include  aifo  in  this  falutatiort 
his  exemplary  good  mother,  whofe  venerable  age  and 
accompli  I  h  meats,  as  well  as  her  fpiritual  aiFe£Uonf 
and  motherly  care  and  kindnefs  for  me,  ratfe  as  en¬ 
dearing  and  refpe&ful  fenuments  in  my  heart  towards 
her,  as  if  I  had  proceeded  from  her  own  bowels. 

14  Greet  like  wife  the  following  Chriflian  friends  by 
name  t>  whofe  praifes  are  among  you  ;  as  particularly 
AfyncritUt%  PhUgon ,  Htrmas*  Patrobaiy  Jitrmes9  and 
all  thofc  brethren  and  filters  in  the  faith  and  frilowfhip 
of  the  gofpel,  that  belong  to  their  refpccrive  families* 

15  And,  to  fpecify  but  three  or  four  more.  Salute 
Philology s  and  Juiia^  AVrm  and  his  filler,  who  is  fo» 
both  in  a  natural  and  fpiritual  fen IV,  as  they  rfe  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  fame  earthly  parentage,  and  of  the  fame 
heavenly  Father;  and  add  to  thefe  Qlyjnjxts,  together 
with  all  thofc  holy  profcflois  of  Chrift  that  dwell  in 
their  feveral  houfes*  frtty  the  bleJTmg  of  the  l>ord  reft 
upon  all,  and  every  one  of  the  above-mentioned perlbns ! 

16  But 


NOT 

f  This  items  to  have  been  Rufus ,  die  ion 
of  £* wait  the  Cyrcniaa^  who  is  mentioned 
Mark  xt*  11.  an d  when  the  apottle,  here 

/peaking  of  his  mother,  fayfi,  hi  wtrfie/  <r«i 
3 vw ;  it  is  not  to  be  underttood,  as  if  they 
were  both  her  tons  according  tw  the  flefti  ; 
But  foe  wo*  R#fui\  mother  by  nature,  And 
JWr*  by  Chriftiaa  love  and  kindnds ;  ihe 
having  probably  fiiewa  feme  peculiar  mother¬ 
ly  tenocrnci«  to  him,  and  he  having  ike 
affcfKon  of  a  Jon  towards  her*  according  to 
wbat-our  Lord  had  recommended  to  his  own 
mother  Alary,  aod  the  beloved  dijciple,  lay¬ 
ing  to  her,  Bcfotd  thy  fin  ;  and  to  him,  Be- 
b$U  ihy  m*tiert  (John  xix.  *6,  17.)  Arul 
Jb  utir  apoftle  exhorts  Timet h  to  treat  tic  eh 
der  Ttrtmrnr  of  a  religious  cha ruler*  ai  me- 
ibers,  (i  Tun.  t.  i.) 

J  In  this  and  the  next  verfe  the  apnfiie 
fpecifies  -feveral  believers  whom  I  it:  fa  Lu¬ 
ted  ;  but  of  whom  we  know  nothing  more 
with  certainty  than  their  names,  mod  of 
whiih  btittg  littii,  it  is  probable  that  they 
were  converts  of  Grecian  extiaft,  that  lived 
at Kerne,  hermit,  who  is  mentioned  ativ.ing 
them,  was  ;liwpht  by  Qrigcn  to  have licen  the 
author  of  an  ancient  book  called  ihc  Fa  tier; 
and  jfu Jba  is  JuppoUd  by  lomc  to  be  tin: 


E  S 

of  Phikhgui  .•  But  the  npnttb  and  the  church 
at  Rene  w«c  fo  well  a^oaintcd  with  alt  ilici^ 
periods,  tint  be  only  needed  juft  10  mrutV.n 
tlu'in  (  and  may  ftippoll*  that  they  ncr; 
people  o:  fi*me  g*iod  note  and  eminence,  rn 
one  account  or  «tber ;  and  thit  their  fami¬ 
lies  were  Chriftjanized,  and  contained  uu-h 
domrftks.  as  are  called  the  brethren,  and  faints 
that  Wirt  vtiib  them.  But  it  is  very  remarkable, 
that  in  ail  this  lift  of  lo  many  perfans  Ly 
name,  whom  the  apniUe  ia  Luted,  he  took  r.o 
manner  of  notice  of  JVlcr,  as  mutt  have  Iren 
txpeffced,  had  he  then  been  biftop  of 
as  the  papifts  pretend;  and  when,  tong  af¬ 
ter  'Im,  our  apofUe  lent  ftlttutions  from  ft- 
verd  at  JfcJre,  and  particularly  mentioned 
Others,  thil  »erc  gone  to  one  place  and  an¬ 
other  from  thence,  in  x  Tim .  iv,  10,  u,  tj* 

ai.  (the  laft  of  bis  epift:C%  which  be  *ro;e 

a  li'.tk  before  hr*  death)  he  laid  nothing  of 
PtVtTj  cither  it  Lc  iiw  ihcro,  or  as  gone  f*o 
any  icca(ion  irom  theoce  j  and  therefore  ji  is 
highly  reafon^b-e  to  conclude,  thet  all  popilh 
pretended  chi  ms  under  iVfff,  as  bilRop  *•? 
B&uf,  ate  mere  im  politic  ns  on  the  Chrift  \?”- 
M'orld.  Set  the  foftr.ry  cf  r^rrt,  viti  s  c  <  - 
a*d  i/vfravemtvii ,  vol.  i.  p.  4,  O’-'. 
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if  Salute  one 
another  vhh  an 
holy  tife.  The 

churches  of  Chrift 
blue  TOU* 
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17  Not  I  be* 
fetch  yew,  bre¬ 
thren,  mark  them 

which  caufe  di- 

vifions 


16  But  that  1  may  not  feem  to  negle£t  any  of  you, 
while  I  thus  particularize  {uch  as  arc  belt  known  to  me 
by  face*  or  chSradlaj  or  both*  I  intreat  that  all  of  you, 
whether  JrwiJbot  GentiU  believers*  would  in  my  name, 
and  in  iteration  of  that  pattern  of  love  which  X  hare 
fet  you,  fliew  your  mutual  affe&ioii,  harmony,  and 
peace,  in  every  way  that  is  worthy  your  Chriftian  pro* 
feflion  ;  And  as  (aiming  one  another  is  cuftomanly  n* 
fed  in  civil  fociety,  and  in  the  churches  of  Chiift,  in 
token  of  the  mew  hearty  friendlhip  and  refpedt  f ,  fee 
that  yc  give  this  teftimony  of  your  brotherly  regard* 
one  to  another,  by  fuch  a  kite,  as  is  attended  with  the 
utmoft  chaftity,  fincerity,  and  fpiritual  affection,  as  be* 
comcth  faints,  that  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart 
fervently,  (i  Ptt*  u  22.)  Still  farther  to  induce  you  ro 
tbis,  let  me  addt  that  the  churches  hereabouts,  which 
are  of  Chriffs  own  inilkution,  in  which  he  dwells  by 
his  Spirit,  and  is  owned  and  honoured  by  thdr.faith  and 
love,  worftiip  and  obedience,  defirc,  in  reflimony  of 
their  brotherly  kindnefs  and  communion,  to  be  moll  af* 
fectionately  remembeied  to  you  all,  as  fellow  ChrilH* 
ans,  who  cordially  wifli  and  pray  for  your  profperity  ip 
all  things,  relating  to  this  world  and  a  better* 

17  Now,  in  order  to  the  cultivating  and  maintaining 

a  true  fpirit  of  Chriftian  love  among  yourfelves,  I  ear* 
neftly  intreat  and  exhort  you,  my  dear  brethren  in  the 
Lord,  that,  like  perfons  (landing  on  a  watch* tower  to 
defery  their  enemies,  ye  would  take  care  to  ob~ 

ferve  with  diligence  and  attention  the  fir  ft  approaches, 
the  management  and  defign  of  thole  falfe  teachers,  and 
their  adherents,  who  endeavour  to  fow  the  feeds  of 
difeord  and  contention  among  you,  and  to  rend  and  tear 
you  to  pieces,  and  form  parties  among  you;  and  who 
would  lay  ftumbting-blocks  in  your  way,  to  caft  you 
down  from  your  fteadfaftnefs  in  the  faith,  by  their  pro* 

pagating 

T  E* 

this  religious  kifs  was  given  by  the  men  a* 
port,  end  by  the  women  apart ;  and  that  by 

this  fymhol  they  fhewed  that  ChriftUu.s  ** 

filch*  were  equal ;  bcrauA  among  the  Perfumt^ 
and  other  calfcrn  nations,  equals  killed  one 
another**  cheeks,  but  inferiors  killed  only  ifce 
hand  of  tuperiors,  a*  fubjefisdo  the  hand  of 
the  prince  at  tills  day*  However,  a*  this  cu¬ 
lt  om  among  (be  churches  of  Chrift  had  no 
foundation  in  divine  and  was  af¬ 

terwards  abufed,  it  was  gradually  laid  a(ide, 
to  prevent  all  appearance  of  indecency  in 
loofer  ages.  See  the  note  on  ver.  3.  and  Btza% 
QreYift,  llatnmwiJ}  and  Wbiiy  thit  phet* 


N  0 

f  Saluting  one  another  on  the  E ace,  in  to¬ 
ken  of  refpe&aod  friendlhip,  was  an  antitnt 
and  common  coftom  among  both  Jcvt  and 
GtttfiU f/  and  was  continued  for  fume  time 
among  the  primitive  Chriftian s  in  their  reli¬ 
gions  aJ&mblies,  ud  pammUrly  at  the  end 
of  their  prayers  before  the  celebration  of  the 
LonTf  flipper,  to  teftify  their  smitual  love  ; 
And  therefore  It  was  called  not  only  the  fc/y 
hf*  here  end  elfcwhcre,  to  diCllnguiih  it  Irons 
Chat  which  wi$  of  the  Tt/sMlc*,  or  of 
the  (fa nt  kind,  but  t!(b  the  frft  of  cbonijr 

(r  Pei.  v.  14*)  to  diftingiuih  it  from  tliat 
which  was  otlly  wmpbmtnt&l)  or  was  {Troth r* 
TMtr  like  that  of  faJr.u  But  fomc' think  that 

Yol,  Hi,  f  O 
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vifiani  and  of- 
ft.uct',  contrary 
to  the  dcArinc 
which  je  have 
[earned;  and  aVoid 
them* 


td  Vor  they 
that  are  fuch  ftrvc 
not  onr  Lord  Je- 
Gas  Chrift,  bite 
their  own  belly; 
atsi  by  good 
word;  and  fair 
ipoeches  deceive 
ti>c  hearti  of  the 
topic* 


m  _  ■  _ _ 

pagating  pernicious  opinions  and  practices,  that  arc  dif¬ 
ferent  from,  and  contrary  *o,  the  pure  do&rines  of  the 
gofpcl,  which  ye  hare  been  raughr,  and  have  received 
by  the  miniftrations  of  the  inspired  fervams  of  Chrift; 
and  which  are  the  touch-ftone  of  truth,  and  the  infalli¬ 
ble  rule  of  faith,  love,  and  obedience ;  look  well  to 
thofe  reducers,  and  take  heed  of  them,  left  ye  be  enfna- 
fed  and  perverted  by  them:  And,  as  ever  ye  would 
preferve  your  own  purity,  peace,  and  comfort,  Hum 
their  communion,  and  all  unnecefTar?  converfation  with 
tbem  j  and  keep  at  a  cautious  di dance  from  them* 

IS  For  they,  that  are  of  fuch  a  fpirit  and  temper, 
and  are  carrying  on  fuch  injurious  defigns,  are  not 
{whatever  they  pretend  to)  thetnie  fervants  of  our  Lord, 
the  only  prophet,  prieft,  and  king  of  the  church:  They 
do  not  preach  his  dofirine,  nor  do  they  either  really,  or 
intentionally  promote  his  intereft  and  glory  in  the  world} 
bur,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  artful  and  intriguing  men, 
that  are  governed  by  fome  private,  fmifter,  and  fecular 
views,  either  for  the  avoiding  of  perfection,  and  pre¬ 
ferring  the  friend  [hip  of  this  world  f  or  for  making  a 
prey  of  you,  and  gratifying  their  own  carnal  appetites, 
Kke  thofe  whofc  god  is  their  belly  y  and  who  mind  earth¬ 
ly  things  and  teach -tbingf  which  they  aught  n$t7  for fil¬ 
thy  lucr/s  fake>  {Phil*  iii»  19,  and  TSf.  i.  u.);  and,  to 
compafs  their  vile  ends,  they,  by  fcnooth,  flattering,  arid 
plan  fib]  e  words,  and  fpeaklng  perfons  fair,  as  if  they 
meant  the  great  eft  kindnds  to  them,  and  by  making 
high  profeflioUs  of  zeal  for  truth,  arid  the  honour  of 
God,  and  for  the  falvatlodof  men*s  fouls;  by  thefc,  and 


fuch  like 


they  impofe  upon  the  good  temper 


*9  Kurfmiro* 
lioiikncr  is  cornc 

ahtadd  unto  all 

wen.  [  am  glad 
rhti'cfuTe  on 

behalf :  bur  yet  l 

would 


and  credulity  of  weak  and  incautious,  through  h  on  eft 
and  well-meaning  people,  to  the  turning  of  them  afide 
front  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord* 

T9  I  am  greatly  defirous,  for  your  own  and  the  got* 
p^Fs  fakes,  that  none  of  you  may  be  unwarily  corrupted 
by  them:  *  For  your  readily  embracing  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  and  yielding  up  your  conferences  to  his  authori¬ 
ty  in  it,  by  the  obedience  of  faicb,  arc  foexamplary  and 
famous,  that  the  reports  of  them  arefpread  far  and  wide, 
and  arc  every  where  talked  of,  to  your  honour,  among 
the  churches  all  around  you :  I  therefore  exceedingly  re¬ 
joice  011  your  account,  in  reflexion,  that  thofe  falfe 

teacher  s 

.  note* 

*  It  is  ddtMrahk  infiiiudiion  and  good  to  them  j  and  to  fwcetcn  their  fpims,  and 
judtfirenr*  that  the  apnftfe,  in  the  farmer  give  hU  admonition  in  the  dote  of  the  verfr* 
parr  of  di*s  verte*  mentions  their  oMience^  'the  greater  force,  and  the  c*£tr aeccU  tathtlr 
ami  1  he  pkaftire  he  had  in  it,  to  ingratiate  mind!. 

Lytic  if  vilbthtm;  to  manifeti  hU  own  love 


* 
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The  Ep'tjlle  to  the  Romans  pataphrafed. 
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^<1,e  T®u  t®*cbcrs  havt  not  yet  been  able  to  draw  yon  awav  from 
whfcfc11^  good^  *^e  fimplicity  which  is  in  Chrifl  i  and  in  hope  that  ye 
«4  fimple  ood'  will  ftill  be  prefer ved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  from  their 
fairing  nU.  infe£tion :  But  yet,  confidcriog  the  weaknefs  and  de¬ 
pravity  of  human  nature  in  its  bed  eftate  fince  the  fall ; 
and  condder ing  the  fubtilty  of  Satan  and  his  inftrn- 
ments,  that  lye  in  wait  to  deceive,  apd  how  often  fair 

beginnings  have  proyed  abortive;  it  may  be  needful  for 
rtie  to  advife  you  to  be  fo  prudent  and  watchful,  as  to 
difcern,  and  make  a  difference  between  good  and  evil, 
truth  and  error,  that,  having  proved  all  things,  ye  may 
bold fajl  that  -which  is  good,  (i  Theft  v.  7 1.)  i  and  at  the 
fame  time,  I  would  fain  have  you  to  be  fo  in  often  five, 
{axi/tsi*;}  plain-hearted,  and  (incere,  that  ye  may  no  more 
deceive  or  injure  others,  than  be  deceived  or  injured  by 
them.  In  this  manner.  Be  ye  -wife  as  ferpents,  andharm- 
left  as  doves ;  men  in  under]}  anding,  but  children  in  ma¬ 
lice,  (Match,  x.  16.  and  1  Cor.  siv.  to.)  that  are  quite 
’  unacquainted  with  envious,  fpiteful,  and  mifehicyoug 


aoAndtheGod 
<eF  pate  fhsll 
feruife  Satan  nn<- 
<kr  yonr  feet 
Aorrly.The  grace 

cf 


arts. 

20  Aod,  for  your  comfort  and  encouragement  ag&ujtt 
all  the  adverfaries  that  the  devil  can  raile  again  ft  you* 
remember  that  ye  have  the  heft  of  allies  to  (land  by  you, 
and  that ‘all  your  conflicts  will  foon  be  over*  the  great 
God  himfelf,  who  is  at  peace  with  you,  and  reconciled 
ro  you,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant* 
[Heh*  xm*  20.)  and  who  is  the  author  and  giver  of  all 
proiperity  to  bU  people,  and  delights  in  their  being  at 
peace  among  tberafelves,  (a  Cor,  x:ii*  n,);  this  God 
will,  in  a  veiy  little  time,  fubdue  Satan  under  you 
according  to  the  firft  proraife  of  his  gracious  covenant, 
{Gen*  iiu  15*)  he  wilt  foon  reduce  this  formidable  ene* 
my,  and  all  his  emUTaries,  and  defeat  their  malicious 
power  and  fnbtilry,  by  every  needful  and  fcafon able  ap* 
pearance  of  his  providence,  and  of  his  grace,  which  is 
JiiJicientfQrytff,  in  this  life,  (zCor*  xii.  p.) ;  and  will 

certainly 

N  O  T  £- 


■f-  Some  fuppoft  ih«t  the  apoflte  herein  n*  ui'drr  the  Grnt,  which  vrold 

furred  10  G«C*  potting  an  end,  by  mean*  of  bring  Satan*  and  alt  tk  p-nlM^inj  a^enrs^ 
the  min^ry  of  hisfervants,  to  Thcfatnftions  into  a  lW  of  fuhjetffan  to  the  church.  But 
smJ  tiWUVm  wbidi  wcit  fpirlred  up  among  as  thefc  arc  ait  uncertain  conji-tfu/cs,  about 
the  Chniliatu  at  Rome*  by  thz  fubtilty  and  the  particular  meaning  of  the  apo file  in  thu 
malice  of  the  devil;  others,  that  he  referred  pafligc,  it  appears  to  be  mnft  and 

<0  the  destruction  of  Jrni/d/pai,  when  the  unciceptiorvihti,  to  jintkTfhnd  him,  as  in- 
perfecting  would  be  no  longer  tending  the  gtorioiis  T:<tory#  which  ail  true 

able  to  Hcceivt  arrf  diftrefi  them;  nr  that  he  believers  ot>ramt  throng  grace,  over  Satjut 
referred  to  the  fp^diog  of  the  pfpcl  with  atid  all  HU  iirftnimems  and  efforts^  of  what 
great  fuereft  the  GtJiAVo,  and  thereby  nature  foever;  which  begins  :n  thi>  life, 

cjfliog  out  their  oracles,  and  vanquishing  will  foon  be  pcrftftcd  in  tin lr  romp ku  debt 
Ae  power  of  Satan;  and  others*  that  he  Xt*  vcrancc  from  all  HU  power,  ard  lu  tKclr  tri- 
fcrpcd  to  dw  of  the  i Uman  ctnphe  umph  ever  him  f-r  twf  lo  lieavtu* 


jSo 

of  ouv  I^ard  Jefus 
Chrill  be  with 

you.  Amen. 
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Cfc.  xn*. 


it  Timothcu 

itiy 

And  Luctot,  an<l 
JeJont  and  Soli  pa* 
trTj  my  kinfaen, 
faint*  you* 


certainly  give  yon  a$  complete  and  triumphant  a  con- 
queft  over  them  at  death,  as  tbofe  captains  of  Ifraei  bad 
over  the  five  kings  of  rhe  Amoritest  on  whofc necks  J&* 
Jbua  caufcd  them  to  fee  their  feet*  {Jojb.1.2 o.)  After  a 
few  more  weary  fteps,  trials,  and  cxercifts,  in  yourfpi- 
ritual  warfare,  ye  IhaJl  come  off  more  than  conquerors 
over  Satan,  and  all  the  enemies  of  yodr  fouls,  through 
him*  who  has  loved  you,  and  has  already  overcome  them 
for  you.  That  ye  may  be  thus  victorious  and  trium* 
phant  over  the  devil,  and  all  your  fpirirual  enemies,  my 
heart's  defire  and  prayer  For  yon  is,  that  the  free  Jove 
and  favour  of  our  Lord  Jefus  thrift*  and  all  communi¬ 
cations  of  grace  from  him,  as  the  Saviour  of  his  body, 
the  church,  may  be  continually  and  abundantly  with 
you,  to  guide  and  flrengthen,  fanclify  and  comfort,  de¬ 
fend  and  fave  yon.  Amen.  So  may  it  be,  and  fo  I 
firmly  believe  it  will  be  #* 

21  Permit  me  yet  further  to  add,  that  Timothy %  whom 
I  with  pleafuie  own  to  be  my  companion  in  labour 
and  travel,  and  who,  as  a  Jin  with  the  father^  has  fer-> 
ved  with  me  in  the  gofpeU  (Phil,  ir  22.)  f  and  Lucius^ 
that  noted  fervant  of  Chrift;  and  Jafony  my  dear  friend, 
whofufFered  greatly  for  my  fake;  and  Sejipater^  who 
has  attended  me  in  fome  of  my  journies  for  fp  re  a  dbg 
the  gofpel,  have  an  high  efteem  of  yoa:  All  thefe  are 
my  kindred  according  to  the  flefb,  and  now  much  dear¬ 
er  to  me,  on  account  of  that  better  relation  which  we 
have  one  to  the  other  in  thrift;  and  they  all  unite  in 
tk firing  me  to  fend  their  mod  afie£Uonate  and  brother¬ 
ly  refpedts  to  you. 

22  (I 


N  o 

*  Here  the  apoftle  fmned  to  be  condu* 
ding 'his  epiflJe,  as  hr  dfo  did,  chap,  av* 
iditre  he  hb  Itrxfdiflfattf  But  as  he  had 
ftill  more  rooTi  rime  before  him,  and  hi* 
heart  overt!  in  love  to  theic  Ramsus,  ho 
loth  to  break  olf;  and  therefore,  as  is 
Viiial  ivuii  friends  iii  ihe  familiar  liUrtirs  of 
h  i  tvr-wmintf,  he  add*  a  few  more  by 

way  of  (iippriiuftt,  to  Jet  them  know  what 
phee  they  had  m  the  arfcflion  of  ether  valu¬ 
er  Cbritiaiis,  ti*  vtcll  as  jji  hi*  own;  Or 
ihele  pchons  defined  him  to  lend 
their  fditftatkmj,  after  he  had- thus  far  wrote 

]tlr  bliT. 

f  This  Timothy  was  that  excellent  young 
nuuf  the  evanpe  ijfl,  whom  ih<  apoftJe  calls 
Aj  wnfiitin  / fa  frith  t  {1  Tim,  i  a.)  am]  tt, 
whom  he  wrntotwt>nimirjbJeepi.1lv^f  for  hi* 
direftica  in  !fce  difchir-To  ; 

Ati-J  u  he  u-jls  excccdug  dear  to  the  fpoftle. 


r  E  S, 

fo  he  frequently  attended  him  in  Mi  travels 
aDd  was  very  helpful  to  him  m  his  work  »- 
m<>n?  totVfl,  to  both  of  which 

hetui^hl  ptobsddy  be  the  more  accep'jbJe,  as 
hVi  mofhtr  a  Jwefij  and  his-  father  a 
G/uki  (Aflsxvi*  jf) — feems  10  have 
been  char  LtuW  of  who  is  fpokenof 

a*  a  p»-»i»hcr  aud  teat  her  at  and  oae 

thar  had  been  brought  op  with  H&ytd  ihe  re* 

trarch*  sr.d  Sc;dt  mtnumg  the  ajwflfe  Pealf 

f  Adi  Jtlib  1.)  was  Pdrtfi  frint(l}u|i[* 

harbored  him  at  'Ibtf.wfot jif-a,  and  fuffered 
great  outrage  from  iheyrwf  »n  his  rtcnuur, 
(Afl>  xvii,  jt^T-)  Sparer  was  probably 
trut  Sefater  of  Bcrcar  who  ac  com  ponied  the 
apoflle  to  Aj\4A  (Acts  3er.  4, )  And  as  he  calls 
eII  ihtJt  iss  hstfmcmt  he  thereby  tnti males, 
(hat  they  wetc  Jy  Vi, her  or  mother's  lide,  or 
loth,  or  the  Jtw\jc  nation,  if  not  of  1I14 
f^fliC  tribe  fjixiiJy  aFUt 


Ch.  xvl.  The  Epifile  to  the  Romans  paraphrafed.  561 


a  i  I  Tertfnit 
who  wrote  this 
tptftle,  Aliitc  you 
in  the  Lord, 


%l  Gains  nrioe 
hoft,  and  of  the 
whole  church,  fh- 
haUthyoti  Eriftas 
the  chamberlain 
of  the  city  faJ«t-\ 
eth  you  t  and 
QutTtu(  a  bro¬ 
ther* 


%\  The  grace 
of  our  Lora  Je* 
fuj  Chriftir  with 
you  all*  Amen, 


22  (I  Tertius,  t  tfho,  as  PauF s  amanuenlU  have 
wrote  out  this  cpiflle,  and  am  allowed  to  add  mine  own 
Chriftian  refpe£b,  do  mod  heartily  join  with  the  reft 
of  my  brethien,  in  wilhitig  you  all  manner  of  profperi- 
ty  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  for  his  fake.) 

23  Gahu  %t  my  generous  and  hofpi table  friend,  who 
furnilhes  me  with  lodgings  and  othetr'deceflatles  ;  and 
not  only  gives  the  church  here  opportunities  of  meet¬ 
ing  at  his  faoufe,  hut  entertains  the  poor,  as  occafions 
require,  together  with  fuch  religious  ft  rangers  as  ate 
well  recommended  to  him  ;  he  deli  res  his  belt  refpe£ts 
may  be  prefented  to  you  : '  Erajhis  alfo,  the  treafurer  of 
the  city  of  Corinth ,  who,  great  and  noble  as  he  was,  is 
called  oy  fovexeigo  grace,  which  makes  no  diftiuQiou 
of  perfous,  on  account  of  their  worldly  ci  re  um  (lances  $ 
and  Quart  us,  a  dear  brother  in  the  Lord,  join  in  wifli- 
ing  all  bieflings,  for  both  worlds,  may  attend  you. 

24  As  to  myfelf,  fuch  are  the  over-flowings  of  my 
heart,  with  affeftionate  concern,  efpecialiy  for  your  fpi- 
ritoal  welfare,  that  1  cannot  tell  how  to  forbear  repeat¬ 
ing  my  comprehenlive  falutation  of  you  all,  without 
exception  j  andthetefore  1  fay  again.  May  the  rich  and 
free  favour  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  your  Saviour  and 
mine,  together  with  all  its  fpecial  fruits  and  effVQs,  be 
with  every  one  of  you,  th  tough  the  whole  courfe  of 
your  lives,  to  fupply  your  wants,  to  guide  your  way, 
and  to  carry  you  fafe  through  all  temptations  and  dan¬ 
gers,  till  ye  arrive  with  triumph  at  his  heavenly  king¬ 
dom.  Amen.  So  I  delire  it  may,  and  trull  it  will  be. 

,  25  Now 

NOTES. 


|  The  iportle  for  faving  lime,  and,  at 
fomc  think,  becaafc  he  wrote  a  bad  hand, 
that  could  not  eatily  be  read  by  (hangers  to 
it,  often  made  ufc  of  an  atnanuettfit  to  write 
bis  cpiDlev,  cither  from  his  month,  or  from 
a  copy  that  he  had  prepared  to  be  tranJcrib- 
ed;  and  in  foch  cafes,  to  prevent  ircpofittons 
and  forgeries,  be  wrote  bis  nfoal  ialmafion 
with  bis  own  hand,  as  he  lays,  j  Cor*  xvj, 
%i*  and  a  Tbef  iii,  it-  His  ferihe,  in  writ- 
ing  this  cpiftlc,  was  Trriria*,  who  is  thought, 

by  Hr  Ugfafoot,  and  tiihcn,  to  have  been  ,Si- 

foil  hecaufc  St  fas  in 

the  third,  as  Totes  doth  in  Lshn, 

$  There  was  one  Gass  of  Sifneerfo/iia, 
who  is  generally  fuppo&d  to  be  live  fame  with 
Gains  of  iJerif,  Adis  *lxh  19.  and  xx  4# 
For  in  both  ihofe  places  he  k  repideiuat  as 
accompanying  (he  j  port  it*  PehI  in  his  travels ; 
and  be  might  lie  a  mtdve,  or  inhabitant  of 
IyTaodouiai  though  dcfccndcd  frcrji  a  family 
of  Derbt,  But  the  Gnitt$  here  membficrf 
fetnu  to  be  another  of  that  nnnre,  whom 
JW  baptized  at  Corinth,  j  Cor, 14.  'from 


whence  this  epiftle  spears  to  have  been 
written)  and  to  b<  the  lame  with  the  wcll-be- 
loved  Gdiuf,  to  whom  tbc  apclMc  Jehu  wrote 
bis  thud  cpiftle;  for  he  there  fncaju  of  him 
with  high  commendation  for  bis  hofpitabk 
charity,  ver  y,  d,  as  the  apollle  Paul  do;li  of 
this  Gains  here,  calling  him  his  hbfit  and  the 
loft  of  ilk  itfhoit  church — ?>jtjhts  h  men  tin  fl¬ 
ed,  A(h  six.  li,  as  one  that  aiunrd  Aw/ 
in  hU  journey  to  Ajre ;  and  is  fpoken  of  as 
abHing  at  Cfrhithy  when  Trophimus  was  left 
a:  M-ifinm  lick,  (1  Tim.  3v.  10*)  and  as  he 
(»ir,K/i4f}  ihe  chamberlain,  ftcwaid,  or  . 
treafurer  of  C&vitht  he  was  a  man  of  the  gnf* 
pd,  by  grace.  Some  think  that  he  quitted 
Fm  civil  honours  and  profits  for  tbc  work  of 
the  minirtry ;  and  that  he  is  called  tlw  chant* 
her  fails  f*f  the  &tyt  treaufe  be  hod  been  fo* 
befrm:  he  gave  up  cb*t  honourable  sncl  profl* 
table  place  for  Chrirt  and  his  femee, — As  to 

wc  know  nothin  £  more  of  him 
than  his  iLinjc,  ami  (hnr  he  was,  at  trail,  a 
Chrilli  m  brother,  if  nor  j  minirtrin?  frf- 
vat it  of  the  Lord  Jrfus, 


rti 


The  Epift Te  to  the  Romans  farapbrafcd. 


in* 


if  Now  to  him 
that  S$  of  power 
to  cftablifli  yam 
aoootdlog  to  my 

foTpel,  tod  the 
praehiog  of  Je* 
Au  Chrift,  (ac¬ 
cording  u  the  re- 
vclatuKi  of.  the 
nfftert,  *Wd> 
vai  kept  fee  ret 
fmc*  the  world 


id  Bill  HOW  U 
pude  maatfeft  f 
•ad  by  riic  fbrip- 
lure>  of  the  pro- 
pHttif  recording 
to  the  command- 
■sent  of  the  trer- 
laGirgGod*  made 
known  to  all  na¬ 
tions  for  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  faith,) 


ftf  To  Cod  on* 

ir 


35  Now  to  conclude  this  long  epiftle  shout  the  moft 
important  do&rines  of  falvation,  May  all  poffiblc  glory 
redound,  and  be  afcribed  to  the  great  and  bl  tiled  Goa, 
who  is  able  to  defeat  all  the  attempts  of  your  fpiritaal 
enemies ;  to  preferve  you  from  falling  into  fin  and  er¬ 
ror,  and  to  fettle,  (Ircngthen,  and  confirm  you  in  faith,  . 
comfort  and  holincfs,  according  to  the  gofpel  which 
by  divine  commiffion  I.  have  delivered  in.  this  epiftle, 
and  in  all  my  miniftratiom  v  and  according  to  that 
preaching  which  Jefoj  Cbrift  began  in  his  per  (on  a  I 
mini  dry  on  earth,  {Heb.  ii.  3.)  and  which  I  have  carri¬ 
ed  on,  under  his  light  and  influence,  by  fetting  him 
forth  in  the  glory  of  his  perfon  and  offices,  righteouf* 
nefs,  grace  and  government}  which  gofpel,  and  preach*  j 
ing  of  Jefns  Chrift,  is  according  to  the  revelation  that * 
he  has  made  to  me,  by  his  Spirit,  of  the  incompreues- 
fibly. glorious  doftrine  of  eternal  life,  thro*  him,  for  all 
forts  of  tinners,  Centiki  as  well  as  Jews :  A  bleflVd 
do&ine  of  grace,  this  is  indeed,  which  lay  concealed 
in  God’s  own  facred  thoughts  from  all  eternity,  and 
was  entirely  hid  from  the  Gentifa,  and  but  obfeureiy 
hinted  to  the  .?mr,  in  types,  Jhadows,  and  dark  pro* 
pheeies,  under  their  former  difpen Cations,  Gace  the  be- 
gining  of  the  world. 

2<S  But  now,  under  the  gofpel' fiat e,  this  gfeat  and 
adorable  doftrine  is  evidently  and  qpenly  revealed,  with* 
out  a  vail,  in  the  mintftrations  of  his  fervauts,  by  the 
infpiration  of  the  Spirit;  and -is  farther  illuftrated  by 
a  plain  explication  and  accomplithmcnc  of  Old  Tefla- 
ment*figures,  and  predictions,  as  they  are  contained  in 
the  writings  of  the  autient  prophets,  according  to  the 
fpecial  appointment  .and  exprefs  command  of  God,  who 
is  as  unchangeable  in  his  counfels  and  purpofes,  as  in 
his  being  and  perfd&ions ;  and  who  had  ordained  all 
this,  in  bis  gracious  purpofes  from  eternity,  to  continue 
henceforth,  as  his  laft  difpenfation,  to  the  end  of  this 
world  ;  and  to  abide  in  its  happy  fruits  and  conferen¬ 
ces,  for  ever  in  the  world  to  come.  This  is  now  dif* 
clofed  and  publilhed  with  the  brightell  evidence,  and 
in  its  full  extent,  not  to  the  Jrwt  only,  but  to  Gentiles 
allb,  that  all  forts  of  Snners,  without  diftin&ion  of  na* 
tions  as  formerly,  might,  through  the  attending  power 
of  divine  grace,  be  brought  to  fubinit  to  the  authority 
of  God,  in  receiving  his  ceftimony  $  and  to  perform  all 
evangelical  obedience  to  him,  from  a  principal  of  faith 
in  Jefus  our  Lord. 

27  To  this  God,  I  fay,  who  in  diTUn&ion  from,  and 
in  oppofition  tp  all  the  idols  of  the  heathen,  and  to  all 

creatures 


Ch>  x^u  The  EptfiU  to  tb?  Ro  UASi  parapbrajhdi  5$} 

jL  **  S^fr  creatures  whatfoev«r  *,  in  the  only  author  and  fountain 
Chrifi  fcr  *»er!  ^  the  wlfdom  that  is  found  in  any  creature  what- 

Am* a.  foever  ;  and  who  alone  is  originally,  effenrially,  infal-  . 

liUy  and  infinitely  wife  in  hirofelf,  and  in  ali  bis  dif- 
pen ration b,  and  particularly  in  his  contrivance  of  the 
gofpel*fcheme  of  fal ration,  (which  1  have  been  drawing 
out  in  this  epiftle)  to  the  glory  of  alt  his  perfections 
through  a  Redeemer  I  and  in  hie  ordering  ft  now  at 
length  to  be  publilhed  in  all  the  world,  and  to  be 
made  effectual  to  vaft  multitudes  of  all  nations  $  and 
who  is  not  only  of  power  to  ejlablijb  you,  (ver.  25.)  but 
knows  bo w  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation ,  (2 
Pet.  it.  9.)  To  him  be  all  adoration ,  thanksgiving,  ho¬ 
nour  and  blefiing,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  as  the  only 
mediator,  by  whom  our  praifes,  as  well  as  prayers,  "are 
to  he  offered,  and  are  acceptable  to  God,  (Heb.  sin.  15. 

I  Pet.  ii.  5.)  May  this  folemn  tribute  be  paid  to  him 
through  all  ages,  by  th&  churches  upon  earth,  and  by 
faints  and  angds  for  e?er  in  heaven !  Thus  it  ought  to 
be,  and  Ibali  be  $  and  thus  all  line  ere  believers  heartily 
defire  that  it  may  be  :  In  refltmony  whereof,  let  them 
join  with  me  in  adding  their  Ametu 


recollections. 


What  an  advantage  is  the  Chriftrian  religion  to  fnendihip  and  good  maimers  1 
ft  teaches  us  to  pay  civil  refp c£fc  to  all  ranks  and  degrees  of  perfona,  in  fnch  ebafre 
and  decent  modes  of  frlutation  as  are  cuftomary  in  the  age  and  country  in  which 
we  live ;  it  obliges  us  to  be  grateful  for  benefits,  and  to  make  the  beft  return  of 
love  and  kiadaefs  we  arc  capable  of;  it  gives  a  holy  turn  to  civility  and  genteel 
behaviour,  and  makes  us  Gncere  in  wftbing  the  fpiritual  and  eternal,  as  well  as 
temporal  profperity  of  our  friends;  and  it  difpofes  one  gofjpel- church  to  receive 
the  members  of  another*  when  duly  recommended  to  tneir  holy  fellowfhip. 
How  concerned  Ihould  Chrift  Ians,  whether  men  or  women,  be*  to  excel  in 
piety,  to  eater  into  church-communkm,  and  to  be  lerviceable,  in  their  refpc&ive 
Spheres,  to  the  whole  body  1  How  amiable  are  thofe  families  that  referable  'a 
church  of  Chrift  in  their  worlhtp,  Older,  and  conversion!  And,  O  what  an 
honour  is  Et  to  be  firit  and  eminent  in  the  faith  and  profdEon  of  the  gofpcl  J 

How 


NOTE, 


*  God  only  fucha  dderi  prion  of  the 

obj^l  of  rdigious  worfhip,  by  one  of  his 
(jftntial  aUrilwiCA,  In  (jppofidon  to  mere 
creaum  and  filfe  as  plainly  fltfwi 

that  he  only  is  to  be  adored;  and  Cbtifl 
i$  a  f&ftnei  denomination  of  oar  great  Me* 
diatnr,  through  whom  alone  our  eodbipis 
made  acceptable  to  God.  Accordingly  3n 
the  icheme  of  gofpcl-worfcip,  the  wr fy  -wifi 
God  teems  here  to  mean,  either  the  perfoo  of 
the  Father t  or  cite  God  ejfen&itUy  coufidercd 
in  diHindkm  From  the  Mediator,  as  confidet* 
el  in  his  office-opacity,  but  not  to  the  ex* 
dtiiion  of  him  from  deky  in  hi*  original  ba* 
I  dre ;  for  he  is  not  only  m  other  places  call* 
cd  GA;  but  is,  by  way  of  emiamc,  ftjled 


vtifdff mt  and  the  -wtfdnn  of  God*  Prov,  viii* 
and  Lake  xu  49*  and  in  him  ore  hid  all  the 
treafares  if  vrtfdom  and  boin>i/iyr,  (CoL  it. 
j.)  And  the  very  fame  adoration  which  is 
here  given  to  the  only  wife  God,  is  paid  to 
»r  Lard  and  S&Tiwr  Jtfus  a  Pet,  ill, 

1 8.  Yea,  it  teems  ro  roe,  that  Chrift  is  par¬ 
ticularly  meant  by  the  only  vtijk  jGod  ear 
vkt*rt  to  whom  Eke  honour  is  sicribed,  under 
this  denomination  of  him,  in  Judct  ver.  i  *»  15, 
See  this  ffcnfc  iiipportcd  in  my  termons  on 
Jopti  Ghrijl  God-mo/it  p,  04,  £5,  And  that 
the  word  txfyj  when  Applied  ro  God,  doci  not 
exclude  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghoft*  See  Dr 
W&itlfi  note  on  Joho  %yl\  3. 


J$4  7&  Epiftl*  to  tip  Homans  parapSrafed*  C^ivi» 

How  awful  fhould  private  CtmIHam,  as  well  as  others,  be*  to  jodge  for  them* 
fctves  in  matters  of  religion,  according  to  the  dotfrine  which  they  have  kamt 
from  Chrift  and  his  apoftfes;  and  to  guard  again  and  avoid  thofc  that  would 
caufr  dnjfmnfl  and  offences,  by  broaching  errors  among  them  1  Whatever  may 
be  the  ptflnfibk  pretences,  lair  thews,  and  flattering  fpccchcstf  fcdncers,  they 
sitfccrctly  carrjbng  on  fome  felfifh  and  carnal  views,  to  deceive  weak,  though 
GoAe  fo uk»  But  It  behoves  us  to  be  fo  wife  as  to  know  tbc  truth,  and  not  to 
be  Impofed  upon  by  others  *  and  fo  boneft,  as  to  z&  Up  to  our  knowledge,  and 
not  impofe  won  them*  What  a  b uty  adversary  is  the  devil  in  promoting  per* 
nirious  principles  and  practices,  to  the  disturbance  and  corruption  of  the  church! 
But  it  is  the  comfort  and  encouragement  of  all  true  believers,  that  the  God  of 
peace  win  entirely  fubdue  him  under  their  feet  tftortty,  How  excellent  is  the  gof- 
pd  «f  the  grace  of  God!  It  is  of  antient  date,  and  of  divine  original;  it  harmo¬ 
nizes  with  Old  Teftament-fcripturcs ;  and  is  now  made  known  in  all  its  light  and 
glory;  according  to  the  commandment  of  the  eternal  God,  The  great  fubjc£t 
of  Ibis  gofpel  is  Jcfiu  Cbrift,  and  falvatton  through  himf  it  extends  its  bkflingj 
to  Goners  of  all  natioos:  and  foverrign  grace  makes  it  effectual  to  Tome  of  all 
ranks  and  degree!  in  dv3  life ;  and  wherever  it  is  fent,  by  an  over-ruling  Provi¬ 
dence*  it  ought  to  be  received  with  a  divine  faith,  that  we  may  fuhjeft  our  ton* 
fctences  to  the  authority  of  God  in  it,  and  yield  aU  holy  obedience  to  him,  from 
a  principle  of  faith  in  Chrift,  according  to  ft;  and  that  we  may  ufcribcall  pofliblc 
honour  to  the  only  wife  God,  who  is  able  to  eAabHfh  us  but ;  to  whom  be  glory, 
through  Jefii!  Cbrift,  both  now  ami  for  ever*  Amtn* 


tt*  End  «f  the  Third  Void  me. 


